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HOW FIFTY YOUNG FARMERS BECAME

ESTABLISHED IN FARMING IN LENAWEE

COUNTY, MICHIGAN, 1939-51;

by

John D. Anibal

Becoming established in farming continues to be a dif-

ficult task. This is especially true for young farmers with-

out substantial parental aid. Securing capital to become es-

tablished in farming and acquiring ownership of a farm may

seem to many persons to be an almost unattainable goal.

There is much concern over the problems and difficulties

of young families today who wish to become established in

farming. It is quite apparent, however, that one way or an-

other young families are becoming established in farming.

The 1950 Census of Agriculture for Michigan reports that 15

percent, about one out of seven Michigan farmers were under

35 years of age as of April 1, 1950. Most of these must have

become established in the last ten years. Young farmers are

becoming established in farming both without as well as with

substantial parental aid.

This research project was planned and conducted for the

purpose of discovering ways and means which have been used

by young farmers in Lenawee County, Michigan in becoming suc-

cessfully established in farming both with and without sub-



stantial parental aid. In obtaining information on this sub-

Ject, a total of 58 young farmers in the Clinton area were

visited. Out of this number, 50 records were considered to

be sufficiently complete to be included in the study.

It is in the best interests of our rural communities

and also of our entire economy, that capable young farm fam-

ilies should be assisted in their efforts to become estab-

lished in the farming business. Some agricultural leaders

express the opinion that farming is becoming a "closed shop“

available only to farm sons with "substantial parental aid".

As a result, some persons think that many capable young men

are now unable to become successfully established in farming

largely because their parents are unable to provide them with

suitable opportunities.

This research study included information from 50 young

men who became established in the farming business in Lenawee

County from 1939 to 19514.. These young farmers became estab-

lished during a period of generally rising prices of farm

products, Fig. 1. During the 'hOs and early 'SOs Michigan

farmers received good prices for their produce in relation to

the prices paid for goods and services. Young farmers becom-

ing established in farming in more recent years may be faced

with a different situation with respect to prices of farm

products and prices paid by farmers. The parity ratio started



the decline below 100 in l9h9, continued to decline and in

June of 1955 reached 82, Fig. 2.

I WOrkers on farms in the United States have decreased

rather steadily, see Fig. h. This leads us to assume that

each.year fewer young-men have an opportunity of entering

the farming business. A decrease in the number of farm hands,

tenants and of farms makes establiShment in farming increas-

ingly difficult for young farmers. Ehch.year fewer farmers

using more machinery and approved farm practices produce more

farm produce, Fig. 5.

In.many respects young farmers in Lenawee County are

fortunate for it is one of the good agricultural counties in

Michigan. Lenawee Countylis first in the state in total pro-

duction of corn, acres of corn harvested and yield of corn

per acre. The county ranks fourth in the production of win-

ter Wheat, second in the production of cats and soybeans and

first in.yield per acre of soybeans. Lenawee County also

ranks high in total number of livestock being second in "all

cattle and calves", fourth.in stock sheep, seventh.in.hens

and.pu11ets, and first in number of hogs farrowed.

 

lMichigan Agricultural Statistics 1951;, Michigan Depart-

ment of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Industry.



Objectives 9_r_ the Study

The major objective of this study is to determine What

can be done to aid young families, particularly those without

substantial parental aid, in becoming established in farming.

This will be done by first discovering and studying ways and

means that young families have followed in getting established

in farming in.Ienawee County. The answers to the following

questions are believed to be closely related to solving the

problem;

1. How essential is it to "get started early" in the

farming business?

2. Of What importance are farm experience, farm.mana-

gerial ability and financial competence in getting

successfully established in farming?

3. Of what importance are kind and.amount of education?

A. Of what importance is family environment and atti- ‘

tudes?

5. Of What importance is the cooperation and attitude

of the wife?

6. How early should a young man start accumulating cap-

ital needed to start farming?

7. What are the different and best ways of accumulating

capital needed to start to farm?

8. How much.capital is needed for a young man to start

farming on his own?



10.

ll.

12.

13.

To What extent is the lack of credit a limiting

factor?

What are the best sources of credit to help get

started.in farming?

How do young families locate and obtain the use

of farms?

What effect does time interruption such.as for

military service or college education have on their

becoming establiShed in farming?

What kind of farm operating agreements appear to be

the best as an aid to young families in becoming es-

tablished in farming as renters?

What are the major problems that confront young

families in getting established in farming now and

in the past?

Method 3: Procedure

Literature pertaining to the study was reviewed. Then

persons interested in and.familiar with.the problems encoun

tered by young folks getting establiShed in farming were con-

ferred with. Clinton, Tecumseh, Macon and Franklin Townships

in Lenawee County, Michigan were selected as the area of study.

The sample included young farmers who became established

in the farming business during the period 1939 - l95h and were

to years of age or under. Cases were located through the use



of a plat book of Lenawee County and visiting with township

supervisors, Who pointed out the location of young farmers

within.the category of the study. Young farmers contacted

were instrumental in the locating of other young men within

their vicinity. A Farm.Bureau insurance agent also assisted.

The young farmers were interviewed during the summers

of 195A and 1955. A total of 58 farmers were contacted,

though.only 50 of this group fit the classification of the

Stlldy.

Definitions 2;.Terms

Eggng.Farmer: In this study, a young farmer was considered

to be a person young enough to have the major part of his pro-

ductive life ahead of him. For the purposes of this study, lum-

ited to men under ho years of age.

Ehtablidhed.é§'Farming: The date at which a person oper-

ating a farm received a sufficient farm income to carry his

debt load and living expenses, without receiving substantial

income from an outside source determined the time of becoming

establiahed in farming.

hflthout Substantial Pgrental Aid: Situations Where the

individual's own initiative, efforts and funds, rather than

substantial financial assistance from.parents made it possible

for the person to become established in farming, was considered

to have become establiShed.in farming without substantial par-

ental aid.



Historical Background and Review g£_Literature

Research.in methods and technique of becoming established

successfully in farming is a comparatively new field.

In a recent study, Shepardlstates, there are opportuni-

ties in farming for capable young men and these should be en

couraged to remain on the farm. Still the question often a-

rises, "How can young families become successfully established

in the farming business, especially those without substantial

parental aid?"

Shepard states that education and farm.experience are

valuable assets in making the start in farming a success. He

stresses that knowledge of successful farming is a powerful

asset to the young farmer. Shepard points out the fact that

the longer time needed to accumulate the large amount of cap-

ital needed for farming, the modernization of farm living and

increasing competition for land has made it more difficult to

become established in farming.

Phipps and Masterstind that establishment in farming

in Illinois is not a difficult process except for young men

Who do not have assistance from their parents and relatives.

The following is a statement from their findings. "A typical

student of vocational agriculture Who becomes established in

 

""‘7I

Shepard, Donald H., How Farm Sons Become Established as

Farmers, Michigan State University, Unpublished Thesis, 1950.

2

Phipps, Lloyd J., Masters, William.D., Future Farmer to

Farmer, Division of Agricultural Education, College of Educa-

tion, University of Illinois.



farming receives considerable help from.his parents or rela-

tives. They assist him by locating a farm.for him.or by

taking him.into farming with.them.as a partner. They loan

him money. They also allow him.to use their equipment and

machinery if he is farming close to them. A student of vo-

cational agriculture Who does not receive help from his

parents or relatives in the process of entering the occupa-

tion of farming usually has difficulty in getting started

and needs all the help he can obtain from his teacher of vo-

cational agriculture."

Pond and Moorelbelieve that experienced operators who

now have established themselves in the farming business can

supply valuable information and guidance to the beginner.

"They started at an earlier period and perhaps under some-

What different conditions, but with.their experience and sea-

soned judgement they are in a position to answer some of

these questions that perplex beginners".

A review of literature shows how difficult it is to ob-

tain information that relates specifically to the universe

defined in this study. Few available references supply in-

formation as to how young farmers become established in farm-

ing without parental assistance.

 '___—7f‘

Pond, G.A., and Moore, D.S. - Starting Farming:

Suggestions and Advice from.Successful Farmers, Report No.13,

Department Agricultural Economics, Institute of Agriculture,

University of Minnesota.



Shepard's studylcovers only a select sample of young

men Who have completed four terms of Short Course in Agri-

culture, at Michigan State University. The problems and

methods of establishment in farming of these young men would

differ from.young men without this training. The study is

now someWhat out-dated, for most of the information is at

least six or seven years old.

Sweany's studyzin Indiana in 19h? supplies valuable in-

formation but the sample included only vocational agriculture

students.‘ The findings are of interest in connection with a

someWhat similar study of young farmers in Lenawee County,

Midhigan, who are now becoming established in farming.

In 1953, Phipps and MastersBconducted a study of how

students in vocational Agriculture in Illinois become estab-

lished in farming. The findings, though from a select sample

in Illinois, can be useful for young farmers in Michigan.

Swanson, Pond and Cavert have supplied a valuable

reference though their findings are from a select sample of

 

'_—__I:

Shepard, Donald H., How Farm Sons Become Established as

Farmers, Michigan State University, Unpublished Thesis, 1950.

2

Sweany, Paul - Educational Significance of Opportunities

and Pattern's for Becoming Farm Operators in Indiana, Michigan

State University, Unpublished Thesis, 19h7.

Phipps, Lloyd J., Masters, William 1)., Future Farmer to

Farmer, Division of Agricultural Education, College of Educa-

tion, University of Illinois.

Swanson, H.W., Pond G.A., and Cavert, W.L., Starting

Firming Today, Report No. 211, Department of Agriculture

Ebonomics, Institute of Agriculture, University of Minnesota.
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veterans in Minnesota who were taking "on-the-farm training".

Most young farmers do not have the supervision that these men

had unless possibly it came from.their vocational agriculture

teacher.

Wilt‘slcontribution on father-son partnerships is also

of value to young farmers; it is of little assistance, how-

ever, to young men becoming established in the farming busi-

ness without substantial parental aid.

Still other publications and research studies contribute

much.to.the field of "establishment in farming", only a lack

of representativeness make application of findings from.these

studies questionable beyond the use which they are intended.

Few studies give satisfactory information as to how young

farmers accumulate capital and how they solve credit problems.

Most of the emphasis on previous studies have been on the

routes, techniques and methods employed.by young farmers, and

no study has adequately touched on the selection and source

of beginning farm operators.

The question as to how young farmers become established

in the farming business without substantial parental aid still

remains unanswered for no research to date has been directed

to that field of study.

 

"“‘7I

Wilt, H.E., Father and Son Farming Agreements in South

Central Michigan, Department of Agricultural Economics,

Enchigan State University, Unpublidhed Thesis, 1950.



HOW YOUNG FARMERS BEDAME ESTABLISHED IN FARMING

_II_1_ General: Most of the young farmers included in this

study became established in farming during the relatively

prosperous period of 1939-5h as shown by Figures 1 and 2.

Rising prices of farm products made it possible for many of

the young men to pay off debts faster than during more nor-

mal times. Those young men who became established in farm-

ing in 1914.8 experienced some declining farm prices which

slowed their rate of progress. For example, one young man

bought soybeans for Sh/cwt. and received only {ESZ/cwt. when

the crop was harvested.* A steady increase in the price of

farm land favored those who bought land in the "forties".

This rise in land prices, however, would appear to make it

more difficult for those who plan to buy land at the present

time.

The majority of the young men interviewed became estab-

lished in farming either in a "parent-son partnership" on

the home farm or as tenants with a "crop and livestock share

lease", Table 1. Parent-son partnerships composed 1+2 percent

of the group whereas 21 became established as tenants. Nine-

teen of the tenants rented farms with a crop and livestock

share lease. One of the tenants started "on his own" by cash

 

a-

A Renter's Son Now Well Established on His Own Rented

Farm, see Appendix.

11
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renting a farm, While another tenant became established in

farming with a crop share lease.

Six percent of the young farmers included in the study

became establiahed in farming by renting land besides the

land they owned. Five of the young men owned all of the

land they were operating. Two of the owner-operators pur-

chased their farms largely through income received from.shop

work, and two inherited their farms. Another owner-operator

made the down payment on his farm from savings earned While

‘working for his father and from.his wife's savings While //

teaching school. ‘

The young men included in this study became established

in farming at various ages from 16 to 37 years. Some of

these men had a greater opportunity to continue on the "home

farm” after completeing school, than did others. Table 7

shows that 5h percent of the young men became established in

farming on.the home farm. In the majority of cases, the

parents of these young men did not contribute any substantial

financial assistance toward their establishment in farming,

but did give them an opportunity to farm if they so desired.

Relatives*were also instrumental in assisting young farmers

by supplying 12 percent of the farms on which the young men

became established in farming.

 

~33-

This does not include parents.
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Egg; and Without Substantial Parental gig: Parental

assistance to the 50 young men in this study who became es-

tablished in farming during the years 1939-514. ranged from

the two who inherited a portion of their farms to those

young men who did not even have an opportunity to gain farm

experience on the home farm. One of the young men who in-

herited a BIO-acre farm with livestock and equipment, ap-

praised at $30,000, had practically no farming experience

and was working in the shop until shortly before his father's

death.

Another young farmer, age 33, had stayed on the home

farm and worked for his father without a wage or definite

share of the income, except for family living, until his

father died. At that time he inherited the lZO-acre farm

with incurred debts of $16,000. The estate was appraised

at sunooo. This young man found. it difficult to carry

such a heavy debt load for he had had practically no ex-

perience in managing a farm business while his father was

living.

Six of the young men with substantial parental aid had

an opportunity to enter into a partnership on the home farm

with their parents within one or two years after completing

high school. Previous to this time, most of these six young

men had an opportunity to accumulate livestock through Il-H
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or FFA projects. The majority of these young farmers were

single at the time they became established in farming on

the home farm, and needed little additional capital. Where

dairying was the main enterprise some of these young men re-

ceived a share of the milk check, others received as high as

50 percent of the farm's net income.

The young men without substantial parental aid who on-

tered into a partnership on the home farm after graduation

from high school received little financial backing from their

parents. Some of these young men rented land adjacent to

their farm. They shared the work on the home farm with their

fathers in exchange for the use of his machinery and equipment.

In one case a father and three sons worked together and shared

machinery.*

In many cases, the young men interviewed had saved money

by working in industry so they might become established in

farming. Several men indicated their wife's income and sav-

ings were a major contribution to their being able to enter

farming. Military savings and Veterans payments proved ben-

eficial in helping some of the young men with financing their

farming operations.

Efficulties 21;m Farmers: Information obtained in

this study indicates that some of the‘young farmers were able

 

s:-

A Family Working Together to Help Their Sons Become

Established in Farming,. see Appendix.
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to become established in farming with practically no assis-

tance from their parents. One farmer borrowed all of the

money that was needed to buy the necessary livestock and ma-

chinery to become established in dairy farmingfrr At the time

this young man started farming on his own he was 26 years old

and had no savings except for his car and household goods. He

is now having difficulty expanding his business and paying

his debts at the same time.

One young farmer had been established in farming and

gave it up for he was unable to continue. There are indica-

tions that he had gone very deeply in debt to buy machinery

and was not able to make it pay. Another young man had an

annual gross farm income of approximately $8,000 and claimed

that his yearly expenses were nearly as great on his 130-acre

farm. He has a full-time job in industry and is contemplating

either selling his farm or discontinuing his job in industry

to expand his volume of business.

Most of the men seemed to believe that early and success-

ful establishment in farming was partially associated with the

degree of parental aid these young men received. This did not

prove true for one young farmer who had received much finan-

cialnbacking from his parents besides having a home farm to

workim He had shown very little financial progress and doesn't

even have rurming water in his home.

 

A Renter's Son Who Was Able to Become Established on His

Own Rented Farm With Financial Backing From His Landlord, see

Appendix.

i131-

Wilbur R., see Appendix.



FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH SUCCESS .22.

BECOMING ESTABLISHED p; FARMING-

gm Environment

Early environment and family conditions were factors

that seem to affect all the 50 young farmers included in

the study. Eight of the young men received considerable

financial assistance from their parents, while the other 2+2

depended more on their own initiative, efforts and funds.

Twenty-seven of the 50 young farmers interviewed became es-

tablished in farming on the home farm, though this did not

necessarily mean financial assistance from their parents.

There were 21 of the group who became established in farming

With parent-son partnerships, still only 5 of them received

substantial parental aid. In many cases the home farm proved

to be a place of opportunity rather than a means of financial

assistance from their parents.

§_9_I_1_'_s_ Position Mg the. Brothers: Most of the young

men included in this study as established in farming were

either from a small family or else they were the youngest or

oldest brother, Table 2. Twenty-two percent of those inter-

viewed were the Only son. In such a case there would be no

argument as to which son was to take-over the home farm.

The oldest son composed about 50 percent of those in the study

with more than one son. This would indicate that the older

16
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sons may have had a greater opportunity to become established

in farming than their younger brothers. This situation might

be explained because the older sons were'the first to finish

school and thus were of greater assistance on the home farm.

Being the youngest son seemed to have some bearing on

the possibility of becoming established in farming for 26

percent of the young men from families with more than one

son. Information obtained in the study indicates many of

this group stayed on the "home farm“ due to an ageing father

or because of their father's ill health. Others were given

an opportunity to take over the farm when their father was

ready to retire or at the time of their father's death.

The young men who received substantial parental aid

were able to become established in farming at an average age

of 20.5 years, even though one of the men was 33 years old.

Some were able to become well established in farming before

reaching 20 years of age, by making use of the Opportunity

provided on the home farm. Those that did not receive sub-

stantial parental aid were a little older at the time of

their establishment in farming, as shown in Table 3. One of

the men was 37 Years old and some of the others were over age

30.

Most of the men included in the study were married at a

comparatively young age. The fact that most of those who
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received substantial parental aid were established in farm-

ing before they were married, allowed them.to enter the farmp

ing business with less capital than for those who were nar-

ried, see Table 12. The majority of those who did not re-

ceive substantial parental aid were married nefore they be-

came established in farming, Table 3. Therefore they needed

more capital for they had greater family obligations, Table 12.

Education

Formal education of the 50 young men in the study

ranged from those completing an eigth grade education to

these with four terms of short course training in agriculture

at lichigan State University. Those with substantial parenp

tal aid had an average of 11.8 years of schooling, while those

without substantial parental aid averaged 11.1 years. Only 69

percent of the young men without substantial parental aid had

graduated from high school, as compared to 88 percent of those

with substantial parental aid. In some of these cases the

young men left school because they were needed on the farm;

some quit school for they received very little encouragement

from their parents to continue in school. .One young farmer

stated he couldn't get along in school so he quit in the ninth

grade. This young man, new age 37, has proved to be an out-

standing.farner.*

 

a

Samuel T., see Appendix.





19

There were 75 percent of the young farmers with.aub-

stantial parental aid that had taken at least two years of

vocational agriculture in high school as compared to only

In percent of those without substantial parental aid.

Just 1h percent of the young farmers without substan-

tial parental aid received Short-course training in agricul-

ture as compared with.50 percent of those with.more parental

assistance. Over half of the young men indicated a lack of

sufficient experience or information at the time they became

established in farming, Table 16. The majority of these

cases were men with.little or no vocational agricultural

training in.high school or else they had had little or no

short—course training. A few of the men participated in

veteran's on-the-farm-training.

MW

Practically all of the young men included in the study

had had the opportunity of gaining farm experience before

reaching the age of 18. Only 7 percent of the young farmers

without substantial parental aid had not received farm.exper-

ience as compared to 12 percent of those with substantial

parental aid. In some cases this experience was very limited,

especially for the young farmers who obtained little assis-

tance from.their parents. One of the men had always wanted
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to be a farmer though.he lived in town, so While still a boy,

he rented a vacant lot Which gave him.a place for his FFA

project. He also worked on a dairy farm after school and

during the summer months for more farm.experience. In a few

cases, farm experience was gained by working for nearby far-

mers with.a larger volume of business than on the home farm.

FF! and h-H projects were instrumental in providing

farm.experience for most of those interviewed. This was es-

pecially true in situations where men received substantial

parental aid, since 88 percent of them.had gained farm exper-

ience from.their projects. Many of the young farmers indi-

cated the importance of what they had learned from their FFA

and h-H projects. These projects also proved to be a sub-

stantial source of income and capital accumulation as shown

in Table 8.

Parents' Role

ggmg'flnvironment: Table 5 shows that 88 percent of the

young farmers with substantial parental aid were encouraged

to farm as compared with 55 percent without substantial paren-

tal aid. This encouragement came largely from.parents allow-

ing their Son's to participate in h-H and FFA.

Attaining Responsibility; Most of the young farmers

had received responsible jobs on the home farm. The degree

of responsibility seemed to depend a lot on the health of the
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father, the size of the farm business and the number of sons

that were on the farm. In several instances the oldest son

learned to assmne responsibility earlier in life than his

younger brother. This was eSpecially true in those cases

where the farm business was large enough for practically two

men. Many of the "youngest sons" were required to take much

responsibility when their fathers were older and not able to

assume the amount of responsibility they had previously taken.

When there was only one son, he usually had a better than

average Opportunity to gain a cmsiderable amount of respon-

sibility at a comparatively young age.

Only 57 percent of the young farmers without substantial

parental aid were able to attain some degree of "competence

in management of finances" as compared with 75 percent of

those with substantial parental aid. In most cases this fact

was attributed to buying and selling of L-H and FFA projects.

Sickness of their father caused some of the young men to learn

financial ccnpetence and assume responsibilities earlier in

life than they normally would have.

Attaining Managerial _C_ompetence; A somewhat greater

percentage of the young men included in the study had attained

a degree of managerial competence and production "know-how”

than had attained financial competence. The attaining of this

ability came mostly from h-H and FFA projects. In one case
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a young farmer was 33 years old before he did any of the

managing of the farm business. At. the time his father died,

he found it difficult making the necessary decisions to oper-

ate the farm. In many instances the oldest son or youngest

son was left with the task of managing the home farm because

of illness of their father. One "only son" became established

in farming at age 16 as a result of "taking over" the manage-

ment of the farm when his father died. Seventy-five percent

of the young men with substantial parental aid had attained a

degree of managerial ability as compared with 57 percent with-

out substantial parental aid.

Capital Accumulation: Early establishment in farming

was closely associated with the amount of livestock and cap-

ital the young farmers accumulated at an early age. About

one-half of the young men without substantial parental assis-

tance had accumulated a small amount of capital before they

reached the age of 18. The situation was quite different

for those receiving substantial parental aid, for 88 percent

of them had been able to accumulate capital before age 18.

Also the amount they were able to accumulate was greater than

those without substantial parental aid.

Livestock and machinery accumulation was slight for

young farmers without substantial parental aid with only 38

percent reporting any accumulation as a youth on the home
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farm. Practically none of this group had acquired.any machin-

ery and in most cases "livestock" represented only what they

were able to acquire through h—H and FFh.projects. The pic-

ture was somewhat different for those with substantial paren-

tal assistance for 75 percent of them.indicated a substantial

accumulation of livestock and machinery. One young farmer in

this category had approximately $3,000 worth.of livestock When

he graduated from.high.school; also he had about $1,500 worth

of machinery.

About 90 percent of the young men with.substantial paren-

tal aid were encouraged by their parents to enter farming.

Yet only 55 percent of those without substantial parental aid

were encouraged by their parents to enter farming. This sit-

uation could possibly be attributed to the degree of financial

success on the home farm or the impossibility of expanding the

volume of business on the "home farm”. In.many of these cases

the parents were not able to give their sons much.financial

assistance even if they remained on the home farm. A good

share of the young men Who received substantial parental aid

were taken into a partnership upon completion of school.

Though some parents were unable to help their sons by

giving them.any substantial financial backing, they did pro-

vide them.with opportunities while still young to assume

some responsibility in the home farm.husiness. This was a



24

real contribution to their success in becoming established

in farming. Those young men who had opportunities to attain

financial competence as well as acquiring working capital had

a distinct advantage over the young men without such oppor-

tunities. The acquiring of managerial ability was likewise a

major factor in the successful establishment of many of the

young men.

Interest in. Farming

Independence and an opportunity to be in business for

themselves seemed to highlight the reasons as to why many

of the young men included in this study, made the decision

"to be a farmer". Some of the men indicated that farming

was the vocation they were best suited for, while others

entered farming during a time when they could not get work

elsewhere. When many of them were asked why they decided

to be a farmer they said "I guess I just liked it".

One young farmer who had been in the army and worked

in industry said, "I wanted to work for myself and not the

other guy". Another young man whose father was ‘a prosperous

farmer exclaimed, "I had an opportunity on the home farm and

liked farm life, besides I don't like working for someone

else". In many cases, beCause‘of their fathers' ill health

some young men were required to stay home and aSsist with the

farming business and just "took over". A young man who



previously had been a "shop worker" wasted no time in saying,

"I like being my own boss; I worked in town and didn't like

it”. A nervous condition was responsible for one man decid-

ing to farm for he "worked in the shop and just couldn't

stand it". He is now successfully established in farming.

When asked why he decided to be a farmer, one young farmer

replied, "I spent my boyhood on the farm and I took a liking

to farming". .

The fact that the country was a good place for raising

a family seemed to help some young families decide to become

farmers for one young man stated, "Wife and I thought the

farm was a good place to raise our children".

The business part of farming must have appealed to one

young man, for he remarked, "Farming is a business where you

are your own manager and can start with little and make it

what you want; in the shop you are too much like a machine".

Still another young farmer who entered farming stated, "I

like it better than any other job I've ever done, I don't

care for the shop at all". .— _

Tige- 9_f_ Deciding £9 ‘92 2 Farmer: Most of the young men

included in the study decided early in life to become farmers.

Some of them made the decision while in the military service

and still others decided while working at other types of em-

ployment. When asked when he decided to become a farmer, one
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young man replied, "I guess it was about the time I saw an

opportunity; I had always wanted to". The fact that the ma-

jority of those interviewed had.had either h—H or FFA projects

if not both of them, indicated an early liking for farming.

The importance of an early start in farming was strong-

ly stressed by the majority of the young farmers included in

the study. Over 80 percent of them stated that an early start

in farming was "very important". Most of the other 20 percent

undicated that an early start was "quite important". Early

experience was emphasized as one of the main reascns for the

early start in farming. Another reason for an early start

was, "It holds your interest in farming and you learn a lot".

Another young farmer stated, "It helps you acquire livestock".

One man put it this way, "You can't get started too young".

Still another young farmer who was raised in the city and be-

came establiShed in farming with a small amount of capital

suggested, "Get started early to get experience and build

capital".

Another young farmer Who worked in industry in order to

save enough.money to start farming said, "If I had.had PEA

in.high school, probably I would now have a better start".

One young farmer stated, "If you get an early start you can

tell if you really want to farm". Another statement by a

prosperous young farmer was "The earlier you start the more

information and experience you can acquire. You can learn
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something new every day". One statement went, "The sooner

you get started the better chances you have". A successful

farmer with many years of farming experience expressed his

ideas as follows: "The later you wait, the harder it is to

get started because of other obligations". Others indicated

that an early start in farming was beneficial in learning

how to make decisions as to which enterprise proved to be

the most profitable.

The young men in the study who became established in

farming at an early age, showed a distinct advantage over

those men who did not have similar opportunities. Some of

the young farmers interviewed seemed to have capitalized on

the opportunity to start early in farming, while others pos-

sibly did not avail themselves to the Opportunities that

they had.

Wife's 321.2

The wives of many of the young farmers who became es-

tabliShed in farming from 1939 to 195m proved to be major

factors in their success. A young "crop-farmer" remarked,

"I just couldn't have made it without my wife's cooperation

and understanding of farm problems". Another-stated, "The

most important factor in my successful establishment in

farming is my wife". A young dairy farmer whose wife was a

"town-girl", stated that his Wife helped him with practically
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all of the farm planning.

Thirty-three of the 50 young farmers included in the

study, were married at the time they became established in

farming. Only 55 percent of these men.married "farm-girls".

Personal observations and information obtained in this study

indicates that "town-girls" made just as good farm wives as

did "farmpgirls". All of the men interviewed indicated that

their wife liked living and working on the farm. When asked

if his wife liked living and working on a farm, he answered

"She loves it". His wife agreed, "That's for sure - I really

do". Previous to marriage, she had been a "town-girl".

Only one man.mentioned that his wife did not help him

with the farm.work; she had a full-time job in a.hospita1.

Most of the wives were very busy with.family duties but When

needed they took "time out" to do the "odd-jobs" necessary.

Many of them.helped with the tractor work and some of the

wives helped with.the chores. One man remarked, "I wish I

could get my wife off the tractor long enough to do some of

the house-work".

One-third of the men stated that their wives took care

of the book work. Others indicated that their wives paid

the bills and did other similar errands. Still others told

of how their wives help them.with.business decisions.

The fact that many of the young wives were reared on
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a farm didn't seem to play a major role in the successful

establishment of the young men in farming. The willingness

of the girl to help her husband rather than the fact that

she was raised on a farm or in town seemed to be more im-

portant. Practically all of the men interviewed stressed

how important it is for young men planning to enter the

business of farming to marry girls that like living and work-

ing on a farm.
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The majority of the 50 young farmers included in the

study obtained a "lead" on the farm.on which.they started

farming for themselves, from their fathers. When asked,

"How did you obtain a "lead" on the farm on which you star-

ted farming for yourself?" 58 percent of the group, 29 in

all, indicated they had help from "dad". Two of the 29

young men received assistance from.their fathers in locating

a farm.other than the "home farm", whereas the other 27 be-

came established in farming on their parents "home farm",

Table 7, Fig. 9.

Five of the young men indicated they obtained a "lead"

on the farm.on Which.they started farming for themselves

from a friend, and h of the group obtained a "lead"from a

neighbor. There were 3 of the group who obtained a "lead"

on the farm on Which.they started farming through a news-

paper add, while another 2 of the young men obtained a "lead"

from a real estate office. Other young men included in the

study obtained their "leads" from an uncle, an implement

dealer, father-in-law, and from.a brother. One of the young

men interviewed took over a farm.on which.he worked as a

hired hand when the former tenant left.

Figure 8 mhows the distribution of the 50 young farmers

included in the study, by the years in which they became
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established in farming from 1939 to 1951;. There seems to be

no specific reason as to why these young men became established

in farming when they did, though they may have waited until

then for an opportunity to farm. Their age or readiness to

farm could have been a reason or in some cases interruptions

by military service may have been an influence. Possibly the

relationship which existed between the prices received by far-

mers to the prices paid by farmers during those years may have

been a factor, Fig. 1.

Ownership 2;;m 93Mm 39.31 Became Established

Ag Farming: Parents and other relatives of the young men in-

cluded in the study owned the major portion of the land on Which

the young men became established in farming. More than half of

the group, 27 in all, were fortunate to the extent that they

were able to become established in farming on their parents

"home farm", whereas 6 of the young men became established on

farms owned by relatives other than their parents, Fig. 7.

Information obtained in this study shows that only 6 of the 27

young men who became established in farming on their parents

. "home farm", received substantial parental aid, though the

other 21 did have an opportunity "to farm" on the home farm

if they so desired.

Four of the young men who did not become established in

farming on farms owned by relatives, indicated having difficulty
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in locating farms. Three of the 50 young.men included in

the study became established on farms owned by widows. Two

of the widows were wives of former farmers and the other wi-

dows' husband.had been a blacksmith. Only 12 percent of the

group, 6 in all, became established in farming on farms owned

by "retired farmers". Eight of the farms were owned by "bus-

iness and professional men". This classification.includes an

electrical engineer, a lawyer, an automobile dealer, a judge,

two contractors, and two other men employed in industry.

Capital Accumulation

Sources 2; Income 2-9.9. Savings: Table 8 shows "ll-H or FFA

projects" to be the most important source of income and savings

that contributed to a start in farming for the 50 young farmers

included in the study. Sixty percent of the group, 30 in all,

Indicated "Lt-H or FFA projects" to be important and over half

of the 30 young men checked these projects to be "very impor-

tant" sources of income and savings that contributed to their

start in farming.

As shown in Table A, a total of 1h of the 50 young far-

mers became established in farming before age 20. There were

12 of this group who had h-H projects, 9 of the group had FFA

projects, and 8 of the group had both h-H projects and FFA pro-

jects. Only one of the young men who became established in

farming under age 20 had neither h-H or FFA projects. Two of
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the young men in this group had 11 years each of h-H projects

and 3 of them had 10 years of each. Information obtained from

the study Shows the older the classification of men as to age,

the fewer the number of projects they had in h-H and in FFA.

More than half of the 50 young men interviewed, 28 in all

listed "work as a farm.hand" as an important source of income

and savings that contributed to their start in farming. Ap-

proximately 1/3 of this group listed this source of income and

savings as "fairly important", 1/3 listed "quite important"

and.the other 1/3 listed it "very important".

One of the major sources of "income and savings" that

contributed to the start in farming for the 50 young farmers

included in the study was "non-farm.work in town". Fig. 7

shows the distance these men are from Clinton and Tecumseh,

where if they cared to, could seek other employment. Fifty-

two percent of the young farmers interviewed, indicated "non-

farm work in town" as an important source of income and savings.

Nearly half of this group stated this source as "very important".

"Custom work for neighbors" was checked by ho percent of

the young men as being an important source of income and sav-

ings, but over*half of this group, 11 in all, checked it as

only "fairly important".j Only h young farmers listed "custom

work" as "quite important" and 5 checked it "very important".

More than.ha1f of the 50 young farmers listed "wife's em,

ployment and savings" as an important source of income and
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this group checked "wife's employment and savings" as "fairly

important". -

Fourteen percent of the young men interviewed stated

that "military savings" was an important source of income and

savings, whereas only 10 percent listed "Veteran's payments".

Only 8 percent of the young men reported "inheritance and

gifts" as being important sources of income and savings that

contributed to their start in farming.

Borrowed 3.11293: Only 6 out of 50 of the young farmers

included in the "study borrowed funds to purchase farm real

estate, Table 9. Others indicated they wished to buy a farm,

circumstances for purchase, however, were not yet favorable

for them to do so. "Buying a farm is generally the most sig-

nificant business transaction that is consumated in the entire

lifetime of many people. The decisions reached by the pur-

chaser at the time a sale is made may effect him and his fami-

ly for a lifetime."1 This may be the reason that more of the

young farmers have not purchased farms.

Thirty-eight of the 50 young farmers included in the

study borrowed money to purchase personal property to become

established in farming. This included 37.5 percent of the

young men with substantial parental aid, as compared with

 —T

Hagen, Hans, Sound Financing _c_>_f Real Estate Purchases

Federal Land Bank, Farm Credit Administration. »
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78.6 percent of the young men without substantial parental

aid. Information obtained from.the study showed that on an

average, the young farmers with substantial parental aid be-

came established in farming at an earlier age and needed less

capital than the young farmers without substantial parental

aid. There were more loans secured from "commercial banks"

than from.any other source of financing, whereas the total

amount the young farmers borrowed from."relatives" was greater

than any other source. Loans secured from.the Farmer's Home

Administration averaged $6,233 per loan which.was larger than

from.any other source of loan. Though only one young farmer

listed "merchants and dealers" as a source of borrowed funds

to become established in farming, others interviewed.mentioned

using this source of credit after attaining a degree of es-

tablishment.

Most of the 50 young farmers had very little difficulty

in.borrowing money, for 90 percent of them stated they were

able to borrow all of the money they needed to start farming,

Fig. 11. One of the young farmers included in the study, who

became established in farming in 1939, had a great amount of

difficulty obtaining credit at that time. At the present time

he owns two well kept farms totaling 320 acres. This farmer

stated, "Now that I don't need credit I can get it any place".

Another farmer who stated he was not able to borrow all of the
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money he needed to start farming, started with debts total-

ing $15,900 from his father's estate. His total assets were

551;],200. This young farmerwas 33 years old when he started

farming on his own and indicated having practically no pre-

vious oppbrtunity to assist in the managing of a farm business.

Earning th2_§gg§£.§lggg As seen by Fig. 10, a total of

87.2 percent of the young farmers included in the study earned

their "first $100" from "farm work" as compared with 12.8 per-

cent of the group who earned their first $100 from "non-farm

work”. Information obtained from the survey showed that most

of the young farmers who earned their "first $100" from "farm

work", earned it from h-H projects or FFA projects. Table 8

shows that 60 percent of the 50 young farmers, 30 in all, re-

ported "li-H or FFA projects" as an important source of income

and savings that contributed to their start in farming. Six-

teen of the 30 young men indicated the degree of importance

of "Ii-H or FFA projects" as "very import". Over half of the

ymmg men also reported "work as a farm hand" as being an

important source of income and savings.

The "first $100" that the young men earned was spent in

various ways with 14.1.11. percent of the young men spending it

for "farm" use. When asked what did you do with your first

$100, a common answer would be, "I used it to buy more live-

stock". Not very often did a young farmer mention spending
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his “first $100" for machinery. Less than 1/3 of the group,

32.6 percent, spent their "first $100" for "non-farm” use.

In one case it was spent for a musical instrument, in another

for a car and in five cases it went for "school needs". Some

of the young men didn't remember for sure just what they spent

it for. I

Twenty-six percent of the group deposited the "first $100"

they earned in the bank. It no doubt proved valuable later to

help many of the young men become established in farming.

E§2.2£ Credit: Seventeen of the 50 young farmers inter-

viewed indicated a need for additional funds for such purposes

as buying machinery and livestock. Still only 2 of the 17,

mentioned having difficulty in obtaining additional credit,

Table 11. Approximately half of the young men stated they did

not want to go deeper in debt. One of this group had never

borrowed any money for his farming operations.* Generally Speak-

ing the more prosperous young farmers interviewed did not in-

dicate being concerned as to further indebtedness. Personal

observations and information obtained from.the study indicated

that the declining purchasing power of farm products was making

it more difficult for the young men to pay off their debts.

This no doubt was a factor as to why many of them.did.not wish

to go deeper in debt. Fhmily objections to further indebtedness

 

*

Wilbur T., see Appendix.
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did.not prove to be a major reason as to why the young farmers

interviewed did not use more credit. Some of the men inter-

viewed gave fairly logical reasons as to Why credit for addi-

tional investments would not be profitable, whereas others

possibly had not thoroughly analyzed the profitable use of

credit. There appeared to be uncertainty among some of the

group regarding the use of credit for additional investments.

Three of this group mentioned, however, they maybe a "good

buy" of a nearby productive farm would.be a profitable in-

vestment .

Only 5 of the young farmers included in.the study checked

"uncertainty of weather and future prices" as a very important

reason why they did.not use more credit in the farming opera-

tions. According to k of the young farmers uncertainty of

weather was not as much.of a factor as was uncertainty of

future prices in determining their use of more credit.

One of the "other reasons” for not using more credit was

the interest rate the young farmers would have to pay; this

was a factor in only 5 cases. Another reason mentioned by 3

of the group was that they were unwilling to go in<iebt "to

buy land at present prices".

Lack of credit did not seem to be a sizeable obstacle

l

to most of the 50 young men interviewed. According to Robinson,
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type of credit rather than amount of credit could be a reason

why these young men did not make greater use of credit. He

states that farmers need special credit facilities. Robinson

lists these four characteristics which distinguish farming

from most industry and commercial businesses; (1) small unit

of operation (2) individual ownership (3) slow adjustment in

production, and (1;) slow turn-over. These factors should be

considered by both lenders and borrowers when drawing up the

terms of a loan.

Financial Status and Pregress

Starting t_o M: Information obtained in the study

shows that as an average the married men had nearly as much

invested in non-farm personal property as the total assets

of the single men. This verifies what one young farmer said

when he stated, "It is very important to get started as early

as possible in farming before there are so many obligations

to meet".

The 28 married young men averaged nearly five times

greater assets than did the 17 single men at the time of start-

ing to farm, Table 12. The single men started farming with

less than it the amount of net worth as did the married men.

This factor may be attributed to the fact that the married men

average 14. years older than did the single men.

The married men had more assets than did the single men

but they also had more debts. The average debt load carried



by the 28 married young farmers was more than six times as

great as that of the 17 single men. No doubt those married

found it necessary to borrow more money to have a large

enough volume of business to support their families. The

single young farmers had neither "non-farm personal" nor

"farm real estate" debts.

Approximately 60 percent of the! single young farmers

were able to become established in farming without investing

in machinery and equipment as compared with only 20 percent

of the married men. Even though only a little more than half

of the married men had livestock as compared with over 3/LL of

the single farmers, the average investment of the married men

with livestock was nearly 2%,; times greater than that of the

single men.

The single young farmers had no "household goods" or

farm real estate at the time they became established in farming.

As shown by Table 12, there is a distinct advantage, with

reference to capital requirements, of young men becoming es-

tablished in farming while still single. Without as many ob-

ligations as married men, single men usually do not need an

investment in household goods, nor do they need as much in-

come to maintain the same standard of living. Single men have

an advantage of investing the majority of their income into

items to increase their volume of business, while a married

man must also invest in "household goods". Some of the young
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farmers had financial assistance from their wife's employment

and savings which helped to solve the problem of the larger

investment married men needed as compared to single men, see

Table 8. As shown by Table 6 married men had their wife's

assistance in operating the farm.

Table 13 shows the financial status of AS of the 50 young

farmers included in the study at the beginning of the year in

which they started farming in Lenawee County from.l939 to 19Sh.

This table shows a comparison of the young farmers without

substantial parental aid to those with substantial parental

aid.

Approximately 13 percent of the 37 Young farmers without

substantial parental aid included in this study became estab-

lished in farming with.ownership in farm real estate averag-

ing $12,750. This is compared with.25 percent of the young

farmers with substantial parental-aid who owned farms averag-

ing $21,000, Table 13.

'Table 13 shows that the young'farmers with substantial

parental aid.had an average of over twice the net worth.as

did the young farmers without substantial parental aid; still

they averaged nearly 3 years younger. The average debt load

was about the same for the two groups, and younger farmers

with substantial parental aid became established in farming

with.aver 1/3 more assets than did the young men without

substantial parental aid.
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Financial Progress: The financial progress of 26 of the

young farmers who became established in farming in Lenawee

County during the ten year period l9hl - 1950, is shown in

Table 1h. Fig. 8 shows the years during this period in which

the young men became established in farming. The column "When

first established in farming", in Table 1h, Shows the average

financial status of the young farmers at the time they became

established.in farming. The column "after an average of nine

years" shows the financial status of the group at the time

they were interviewed, during the summers of 195h and 1955.

Table 15 shows the financial progress of 16 young farmers

who became established in farming during the 3 year period 1951

- l95h. The young farmers who became established in farming

from l9hl to 1950 had only 60 percent as great assets as did

the young farmers who became established from.1951 to 195A.

Also their assets, listed.under "yearly financial progress"

were only about 60 percent as great as the latter group.

The young farmers who became established in farming from

1951 to 1951;. started with nearly twice the net worth as did

the group who became established in farming from 19m to 1950.

The "yearly financial progress" of $1,983 in the group Who be-

came established in farming l9hl - 1950 was only 2/3 as much

as the group who became established in farming from 1951 - 5h.

The differences shown in Tables 1h and 15 may be partly

due to changing price levels. 'Fig. 1 Shows the difference in
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farm prices which would affect the amount of capital that the

young farmers included in the study needed to become estab-

liShed in farming.

Problems pfm Farmers

The young farmers interviewed encountered several problems

in getting started on their own in the farming business as shown

by Table 16. Even though.the young farmers indicated several

problems only a few checked "much" difficulty with any one.

Though over half of this group checked "lack of sufficient

farm.experience or information" some of them seemed to do little

to improve their present situation in this respect. Over'half

of the group, however, were attending or had attended adult

classes in vocational agriculture. One young farmer who had

had very little farm.experience before entering farming, re-

ceived a great amount of help from his county agricultural agent.

Personal observations and information included in the study in-

dicated that many of the better farmers felt they lacked suf-

ficient information along certain lines of farming.

A "lack of available capital resources" was checked as a

real problem by nearly 2/3 of the group. Table 1 Shows that

#2 percent of the 50 young farmers included in the study be-

came establidhed in farming in a "parent-son partnership"; and

38 percent became established as a tenant with.a "crop and live-

stock share lease". Tables 9 and 10 show the sources of bor-

rowed funds.



Some of the young farmers found that partnerships helped

in attaining the use of sufficient livestock,;machinery and

equipment. Also, some of the group exchanged work and one

family of several boys exchanged.naohinery with each other

and their father.*

One young farmer stated he didn't have enough capital

when he was married, therefore he wasn't able to increase his

volume of farm.husiness as fast as he wished. He is still

working in partnership with.his father-in-lav. Three young

menusentioned that one of their problems when they became es-

tablished in farming was starting with too large a business

and they were not efficient in that they did. Another problem

encountered by some of the young men was finding an adequate

far- to Operate.

 

*

See Appendix, A.Farn.Fanily Working Together to Help the

Sons Become Established in.Farning.





SUMMARY

Becoming established in farming continues to be a dif-

ficult task. This is especially true for young farmers with-

out substantial financial assistance from their parents.

Obtaining capital to become established in farming and ac-

cuiring the use of a farm.were real problems to many of the

group included in this study. They were able to solve the

problems, however, and thus there appears to be opportunities

for capable young men to become established in farming and

they should be encouraged to do so.

The young men who gained farm.experienee early in life

had a distinct advantage over the young men without experience.

Attaining farm.manageria1 ability and financial competence

was very important in aiding young men to become successfully

established in farming.

Some of the young.men without a high school education

proved to be very successful farmers, though they expressed

the importance of learning improved:methods of farming. Train-

ing in the field of agriculture was a valuable asset to become

ing established in farming.

Young men with hes or FFA training had a definite advanp

tage over those without such training. Besides giving their

sons an Opportunity to start farming while they were still

young, many parents encouraged their sons to remain in part-

nership on the home farm. This made possible an early start

#5



he

in farming with.a.limited amount of capital. The young:men

who started farming on their own, without parental assistance

required.more capital.

Early establishment in.farming was closely associated

with the amount of livestock and capital the young farmers

accumulated at an early age.

Cooperation from the wives of many of the young men proved

to be"a factor related to their success in farming. "Town-girls"

made Just as good farm wives as did “farmegirls'. L '

Some of the more important sources of income and savings

that contributed to a start in farming were: hpfl or FFA projects,

work as a farm hand, non-farm work in town, custom work and the

wife's employment and savings.

«Exchanging farm machinery and labor was a big help in cut-

ting capital investment and in reducing famm operating expenses.

The establishment of a good credit rating at an early age'

made it possible for many of the young men to become established

in farming with but limited amount of their own capital.

Lack of credit did not appear to be a limiting factor to

successful establishment in farming.

One problem confronting young farmers was the changes in

the general price level. Another problem was locating a farm

they felt was reasonable enough to be able to afford. The lack

of sufficient farm experience or information in some instances

was also quite a problem.
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Table 1. Operating Status in Relationship to Their Age of

50 Young Farmers at the Time They Became Established

in the Farming Business in Lenawee County, Michigan,

 

 

 

  

 

1939 - 195a

Operating Status :NumberEPercentL Ages of young farmers

: 1 age ' I

_ g _ Average ; Range

_.---.-- .__ .. -- , .- ___._ -.___. _.- _-__.___._-...+. ...

Owner operator . .3 5 T 10 29.2 f 23 to 33

l 4

Part—owner i '

operator . . . 3 I 6 27.0 25 to 30

Parent-son 1 E

partnership. . 21 I 42 20.9 16 to 28

Crop and livestock

share lease. . 19 38 23.h 19 to 3?

Crop share lease . l 2 21.0 - - -

Cash rent. . . . . l 2 21.0 - - -     
 

LL?



Table 2. Position Among the Brothers of SO Ybung Men Who

Became Established in the Farming Business in Lenawee

County, Michigan, 1939 - 1951L

Position among 3

the brothers I

 
—_-.__ ._..———...__ . ..._.— _ __.._ _.. _.. _ _. - - .—

--—.—. —_. --_ __._.-——....._ 7..— _--’ , ~.7

 —_-——_.
 

Percentage of young men

 --—_ —._.uu—-——-.u——— -.-_._..-._—-—--.-. .-—-- -..-.

Only son . . . . . E [ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ[ZZ_- -~-~~*

Oldest son*. . . . zZ/77/7]]ZZ//Zll/ZZZ[ZZZZZ7/ZZZ//ZZZZZ7

Youngest son*f . . [ZZZZZZZZZZZZ[(ZZZ(Z2

Second son%? . . . [QQQQQCCOQC/

Wt.

Thirdsoni.... ZZZZE

£27

[Z7

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth sonx: . . .  
Fifth son'f'”. . . . 1

t ,- I._..

3— it 1; "2‘6”"25 30 $5
 

This includes only cases where there were two or

more sons.

Cases Where second, third, fourth, or fifth.son

was the youngest, they were included in "youngest son".
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Table 3. Personal Factors, Training and Experiences of 50

Young Farmers as Related to Becoming Established in

Farming in Lenawee County, Michigan During the 16-

Year Period 1939 - 1954

 

 ___-_ -_T - ___... _ _-.-__ __ ._ ._-___

 

 

Factors g Degree of parental aid

Substantial? Not

__~ _“~__ _ _ v" _- __ _ _ _ _ .'Substantial

Number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 : "-h2__’

Age When establiShed.in farming. . 20.5 g 23.2

Age When married . . . . . . . . . 22.7 21.9

Years of schooling . . . . . . . . 11.8 11.1

Percentage of the group

High school graduates. . . . . . 88 69

Two years of Vo-Ag training. . . . 75 M1

Short course training. . . . . . 50 1h

Veteran's on-farm.training . . . 12 1h

h-H or EPA projects. . . . . . . 88 67

Married When established in

farming. e e 38 69  Farm.experience before age 18. .J 88 93

v m...”   
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Table 11.. Age of 50 Young Men When They Became Established

in the Farming Business in Lenawee County, Michigan,

1939 - lash

 

 

— -... _.._ - .V .. - --_-.._ -____

Age 5 Percentage of young men

Under 20. . . . . . . . . fl/f/jj/[fi////]/////[/]/[f[/

20 - 22 . . . . . . . . . ZZZ[[[ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZfl

23 - 25 . . . . . . . . . [ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZW

26 - 28 . . . . . . . . . [ngZZZZZZZZZZ/

29-31.........m

32-3h.........[ZZZ7

over3h.........w

...1..-_...-____ _L_,- --.] __ l . ..-. l ._ I
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Table 5. Parent's Role as Related to 50 Young Farmers Who

Became Established in Farming in Lenawee County,

hichigan From 1939-195h

 

 

 

 

Factors : Degree of parental aid

i Substantialr Not

___1. ___ - -- _._ WE’RE???

Number . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 M2

percent percent

Encouraged to farm . . . . . . 88 55

Received responsible jobs on

the home farm . 88 83

Had an opportunity to attain

Financial competence . . . . 75 57

Managerial ability . . . . . 88 62

Capital accumulation . . . . 88 50

Livestock and.machinery. . . 75 38

Encouraged to continue on

the home farm . 88 #3 
 



 

Table 6. The Wife's Role in Helping 33 Young Married

Farmers to Become Established in Farming on Lenawee

County Farms, 1939 - 19Sh

 

___-___. .

Items Wife's role in

 

 

  

 

getting established

number percent 1

Wife reared on farm. ... . .v. . .8 l8lw—i 8-fiiégh‘

Wife likes working on the farm . . 33 100

Wife helps with.the farm.work. . . 32 97

Wife helps with the book work. . . ll 33

”1......”1..- . . . . . - -..-4 .. 1....-- ..---- - a...“  



53

Table 7. Ownership of the Farms on Which 50 Young Men

Became Established in the Farming Business on Lenawee

County Farms, 1939 - 19511

_—..-.—.~—..—-—.- "--.——

 

 

Farm owner

~.— ___—-_-.-—. -.. ----.-.—. _h..- . - _g- - -.

1 Young men who became

3 established in farming

 

7

number 3 percentage

 

 

__ .,__, .9?_-E_<_>.E.s.}-_

Parent's home farm*. . . . . . . . 27 Sh

Other relatives. . . . . . . . . . 6 12

Non-relatives

Widows . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 6

Retired farmers. . . . . . . . . 6 12

Business and professional men. . 8 l6 
 

.\I

I

father.

Two cases were after the death of the young men's
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Table 8. Degree of Importance of Sources of Income and

Savings that Contributed to a Start in Farming of 50

Young Farmers in Lenawee County, Michigan, 1939-1951

—._ —’ ... --.-----—-——--- -— .—_—‘ 'u‘“‘-_ Ir; .. -

___— , ._,._\ l..._-.. .7 . ,- ...
 

 

 

Items Degree of importance of Percentage

various sources of income reporting

- tthe item

Fairly! Quite Very i
r

 

 
.____.__ll. .-_ -p-——.

1’

percent percent i percentpercent

h-H or FFA projectgii 12 I 16 1 32 i 60

Work as a farm.hand. 20 j 18 E 18 S6

Non-farm work in . . ;

town 20 ' 8 2h 52

Custom work for E

neighbors. . 22 g 8 10 ho

‘ 1

Wife's employment i

— and savings. 20 F 10 22 52

i

Military savings . . h E 6 ' h 1h
g

Veteran's payments . -- E 6 h 10

Inheritance and -- g h h 8

giftSe e e e

Other sources. . . . -- -- 2 2   _— L.._.__-_._-—___J___..—.-_ ... -..- ...--._——-..._ -. . --.”
 

5:.

Many of the young farmers had both 8—H and FRA

projects.
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Table 2. The Amount and Sources of Borrowed Funds Used by

Out of 50 Young Families Included in the Study, to

Purchase Real Estate to Become Established in Farming

in Lenawee County, Michigan, 1939 - 19Su

 _. ..-— .-_.—_ — ___-v ..-.- ...-.._-_. -.——_. .. . -. -—--- — . ——-

! : .

 

 

 

 

Sources . Farmers Acres 1 Borrowed funds

2 using per farm' 1 w

i average :With ' Without

I ésubstantial ’ substantial

: fparental aid parental aid

numberm number édollars per- dollars per

! farm farm

Relatives . . 1 100 ' 0 2,500

Commercial

banks 0 O O 2 92 O 2 , 350

National farm. !

loan ass'n. 1 ' 120 8,100 0

Individuals. 1 2 103.5 . 0 1 18,100

1 ___-....-. -....._.. --. . .... ..... __ ._    
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Table 10. The Amount and Sources of Borrowed Funds Used by

38of 50 Young Farmers Included in the Study to Purchase

Personal Property to Become Established in Farming in

Lenawee County, Michigan, 1939 - 1951!

 

 

Sources

—-—-—- '*'“\x~—r -_ ---

-

._._.—_

~——.—..-—.‘

Borrowed funds

  

Without

substantial

parental aid

 ‘—"—Y

Relatives. . . . .i

Landlord . . . . .

Commercial banks .

Farmer's Home Adm.

Merchants and '

dealers. o 0

With

substantial

parental aid

E numberjdollars

1 F 5,000

0 0

2 11414-50

0 0

0 0

0 0IndiViduaISQ o o o

 

 

 

€1-

""’“'" 'T

numberidollars

13

1

16

3

_
_
_
—
.
_
_
.
.
_
m
“

l

l

—.-—--—-—-.-.—--‘—-——— - ._

 

.-—__——_—_- -—

All loans

numberidollars

11; - 11.320

1 1,050

18 2,281

3 6,233

1 1,000

l 700 ..

Some of the young farmers borrowed.money from.more

than one source.
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Table 11. The Degree of Importance as to Why AS Ybung Farm

Families in Lenawee County Did not Use More Credit in

Their Farming Operations During 195u

 -.fl‘ _ . 1 -—-—-.—_ e..- ___,.__ -.___. ...—_—

 
 

Items

Cannot get any more . .

credit

Do not want to go . . A

deeper in debt

Additional investments

would not be profitable

Family objects to

further indebtness. . .

Uncertainty of weather

and future prices . . .

other reasons 0 o o o o

 

 

“___—u— _—

Degree of importance

1.917129%9n

Fairly :Quite iVery

 

Percentage

'reporting

,1 the item

I

l .

percent'percentgpercent;percent

y,

u

16

13

1
l

a
I

 

O

30

22

20

 

0

16

 

? 1

So

117 
20

 1?



Table 12. Financial Status of #5 Young Farmers at the

Beginning of the Year in Which.They Started Farming

in Lenawee County, Michigan 1939 - 195k, Sorted on

the Basis of Their Marital Status

 
 

 

I'm.- ___..-

w --.-__ —.. Q...—

. 2 .

___---- .-—.__ -___-__.__~ ——_~__..r .7

Financial status, average

 

All persons

v—

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Items !

l Single* 3 Married:

[number dollars: number

reporJ .,reportj

;ing

Number, total . . 4 17 M—_T28 “*

Assets E

Cash.on.hand . . 15 347 i 16 1,638

Automobile . . a 5 850 ' 27 959

Household goods J 0 0 28 Il,519

Feed, crops, -

, and supplies . 3 517 7 .1339?

Machinery and

equipment . . . 7 2,185 22 2,591

Livestock . . . J 13 1,337 15 I 3,016

Farm.real estate 0 0 7 :15,100

Total assets . . 17 2,516 28 '11,783

2232152.

Non-farm

personal . . . 0 0 6 I 583

Farm.personal . . 5 l,8h0 15 ! 3,817

Farm.real estate 0 7 i 6,085

Total debts . . . 17 541 28 g 3,691

121212111111. . . . . . 17 2,081 28 58,593   

dollarsInumben dollars

 

{report}

ing .

--mf_1;;__.?__--_11,

I 2

g 31 I 1,191

I 32 § 914.2

5 28 g 1,519

i 10 5 1,133

29 : 2.h93

28 2,236

7 I15,1oo

AS I 8,302

I

e 3 583

20 3,323

7 6,085

#5 2,501

#5 5,801  
 

*-

Average age, 19.8 years.
I" ‘6

Average age, 23.9 years.



Table 13. Financial Status of 85'Young Farmers at the

Beginning of the Year in Which.They Started Farming

in Lenawee County, Michigan 1939 - 1958, Sorted on

the Basis of the Degree of Parental Aid

 

 

Items

 

-..
 

Financial status of young farmers

 ...—....
 

 

Average per

person‘with

 

Average per

person without for all

substantial

_parental aid

v—

1Average

'persons

  

 

number, total . . .

Assets

Cash.on hand

Automobile

Household goods .

Feed, crops, and

supplies

Machinery and

Live

Farm.real estate

Total assets

Debts

Non-

Fhrm.personal . .

Farm real estate

Total debts . .

Net wortheeeee

equipment . .

8t OCk O O O O

farm.persona1

 

!
i
1-

4

 
 

 

 

substantial

parental aid

333338 01°1le 2:32;;
“’8 . 5:25-11

8 ’ 37

6 787 35 A

5 ; 950 27 E

i 167 _ 25

2 2,800 g 8

5 2,710 2 28

7 8.273 E 21

2 21,000 i 5

8 12.717 37

1 200 , 5

2 6,800 18

1 8,100 2 6

8 2,625 E 37

8 10,079 ' 37 
 

 

dollarsnumbe€{dollars

1,386 i

981

1,502

816

1 2,888 i

1.558

12,750

7,388

660

2,981

5,750

2,872

8,876

irepor

!11935..

85

I 81 1,198

i 32 j 982

g 28 i 1,519

i

j 10 3 1,133

i .

; 29 1 2.893

28 1 2,236

7 15,100

85 8,302

6 583

20 3,323

7 6,085

85 2,501

85 5.801

1 _ "_11__,.1_  

59
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Table 18. Financial Progress of 26 YOung Farmers Who Became

Established in Farming in Lenawee County, Michigan

Between the Years 1981 - 1950

 

”...—-..-.- ___._ ... .— .— .- _,1

 _— -—v-’a-r Wm. —4 -. .... —-......_. .s .— ___. - - --—- ...... __—

 

 

Items : Financial status

TWhen first i After an Yearly

established! average of financial

. in farming ‘ nine years progress

8 dollars dollars “““éSilar

Assets .

Cash.on hand . . . . . . .; 1,206 818 -83

Personal: Non-farm . . . .2 1,089 3,867 268

Farm.. . . . . .F 2,829 18,938 1,386

Farm.real estate . . . . . 1,327 8,289 780

Total assets . . . . . . . 6.851 27,512 2,307

22212

Personal: Non-farm . . . . 73 137 7

Farm.. . . . . . 1,527 1,352 19

Farm real estate . . . . . 692 3,373 298

Total debts . . . . . . . 2,292 8,862 328

§§2.ggggh’ . . . . . . . . . 8,159 22,650 1,983

L -..__ 1--.... 1.....-” ..     
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Table 15. Financial Progress of 16 Young Farmers Who Became

Established in Farming in Lenawee County, Michigan

Between the Years 1951 - 1958

___.__.___—_._ ___ ...- -_ __.__ ___- .--—__.—. . --. _ 7 — .—-——-‘
 

“- --—-— “—h—n—o~ — “flu-.....‘t-“H-‘L-A Q.— - v .v n... __- ~ -- __u

 

  

Items ! Financial status

{When firstfl’hATter‘8n ‘ Yearly

: established; average of. financial

' in farming . 2.8 years pregress

dollars 1 dollars :m—Haollars—

Assets i 1

Cash on hand . . . . . . 1,819 | 1,388 3 -13

Personal: Non-farm . . . 2,698 g 3,106 170

Farm . . . . . 8,529 ! 8,550 ; 1,675

Farm.real estate . . . . 2,025 l 6.582 1 1:899

Total assets . . . . . . 10,671 19,612 3,731

2283

Personal: Non-farm . . . 100 122 9

Farm . . . . . 1,219 2,203 810

Fanm real estate . . . . 1,898 2,556 883

Total debts . . . . . . 2,813 8,881 862

8239. 1122152 7.858 18,731 2,869   
 



Table 16. Degree of Difficulty Which.85 Young Farmers in

Lenawee County, Michigan Encountered in Gettin Started

on Their Own in the Farming Business 1939 - 19 8

‘—-.-- .... » — ...-— .Lnu _- _ ___ ..._ .— -—----—— — --___ . . .. _ _._.. ”...—___ _—-—__-. __1' ——.._- v.1 - - .- - _.

-— _s—I-nprwa—w-rn—u-v-mg—

Problems Degree of difficulty 3 Total

 

Some E More 7 much.§
7 I

.-..‘_.__-—— _—

t;percent;percent

.7... ....-. ___- .

gpercent percen

 

‘ "' 7
1

Lack of sufficient experience ' l

 

 

3

I

or information o e e e e e 0 hi!- 7 i 7 E 58

! I

Lack of available capital ; 1

resources 0 e e e e e e e e e 37 ' 2 ‘ 2h : 63

I 1

Obtaining sufficient credit . 2 ' 8 8 10

Finding a farm.of sufficient 3

size to operate . . . . . . .. 9 9 2 ! 20

Obtaining sufficient live—

stock, machinery and equipment, 27 7 7 81

Starting with too small of a ' 20 0 8 28

volume of business . . . . .

7

Changing price levels and i 9

future price uncertainty . . i 20 20 7 32

Building facilities

inadequate e e e e e e e e e i 18 7 7 32

i

other PrOblemS e o e e e e o L; 11 2 11 ‘i 21!-

3

L1 in- 
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Figure 1. A comparison of prices of farm

products received by farmers to prices paid

by farmers, 1910-1955 (1910 -118 e 100).

Index
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-200
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1004 t
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1910 1920 1930 1980 1950 1960
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Figure 2. Relation of prices received for

farm products to prices paid by Michigan

farmers during the period 1938-55 ex ressed

in terms of the parity ratio. 1910-18 ‘3 100

 

Index %

number

12

10 [/A‘xw/ \

  C- * 7 I

1938 1980 19M!- 1988 1953 1956

_ Years , ,

Source: Michigan Agricultural Statistics - 1958

Michigan Department of Agriculture,

Pages 38 and 35.

68



Figure 3. Michigan farm land prices, 1912-55

(1987 - 89 - 100)
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Figure 8. Number of workers on farms in the United

States, 1910 to 1955.
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Figure 5. A comparison of United States farm

output from 1910 to 1955 to the base period

1987 - 1989-
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6. OTYPEOF-FARMING AREAS IN MICHIGAN

(Areas on o noturol- line basis)
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The 83 counties in Michigan are here grouped into 17 type-of-farming areas

as indicated in this map. The 'natural" boundaries of these areas do not, how-

ever, follow county boundaries, but lines representing the influences of soil,

climate and markets.



 

 

F
r
a
n
k
l
i
n

.
'

.
'

l)
M
3
0
0
“

.

.
’

.
C
l
i
n
t
o
n

a
'

.

 

‘
e

o
o

.
o

o

e
o

r
O

.
g

0

e
0

T
e
c
u
m
s
e
h

[
E
2
9

'
.

.
  

 
  

L
E
N
A
W
E
E

C
O
U
N
T
Y
,

M
I
C
H
I
G
A
N

 
 
 

F
i
g
u
r
e

7
.

T
h
e

l
o
c
a
t
i
o
n
b
y

t
o
w
n
s
h
i
p
s

o
f

5
0
y
o
u
n
g

f
a
r
m
e
r
s

i
n

t
h
i
s

s
t
u
d
y

w
h
o

b
e
c
a
m
e

e
s
t
a
b
l
i
s
h
e
d

i
n

t
h
e
t
a
m
i
n
g

b
u
s
i
n
e
s
s

i
n

L
e
n
a
w
e
e

C
o
u
n
t
y
,

M
i
c
h
i
g
a
n
,

1
9
3
9

-
5
4

69



F
i
g
u
r
e

8
.

D
i
s
t
r
i
b
u
t
i
o
n

o
f

t
h
e

5
0
y
o
u
n
g

f
a
r
m
e
r
s

i
n
c
l
u
d
e
d

i
n

t
h
i
s

s
t
u
d
y
,

b
y

t
h
e

y
e
a
r
s

i
n

W
h
i
c
h

t
h
e
y
b
e
c
a
m
e

e
s
t
a
b
l
i
s
h
e
d

i
n

f
a
r
m
-

i
n
g
,

i
n

L
e
n
a
w
e
e

C
o
u
n
t
y
,

M
i
c
h
i
g
a
n
,

1
9
3
9

-
5
4

 

N
u
m
b
e
r

s
t
a
r
t
i
n
g

 

 
 
 

 
 

7O



71

Figure 9. Percentage distribution showing Who owned

the farms on which 50 young men became established

in the farming business on Lenawee County farms,

1939 “ 5h.
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Figure 11. Percentage distribution.showing how many

of the 50 young farmers were able to borrow all of

the money they needed to start farming on their own

in Lenawee County, Michigan, 1939 - 5h.
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CASE STUDIES



A RENTER'S SON WHO WAS ABLE TO

FINANCIAL BACKING FROM HIS LANDLORD

Murrayez'is an example of a young man who was not encour-

aged to stay on the home farm, for it could not support him

and five other brothers. After being away from the farm for

eight years, a farm owner greatly assisted him in becoming

established in the farming business on a BEG-acre dairy farm

as a tenant on a 50-50 crop and livestock share rental basis.

Murray Brown, age 28, was born in 1926, the fourth of

six brothers; he also had six sisters. Though he was born on

a farm which his father rented, much of the farm experience

hurray gained was while he was young, and on another farm.

Since Murray had older brothers to help his father he had an

opportunity to spend the majority of his spare time working

away from home on a SOC-acre dairy farm.

During high school, Murray had 3 years training in voca-

tional agriculture, with dairy as his FFA project. Murray

also had 10 years experience in u-H, with the majority of his

projects being in dairy. From the time he was a child, his

main ambition has been to become a dairy farmer. Though

Murray's parents were not able to give him much of an oppor-

tunity-to earn money toward a start in the farming business,

they did however, encourage him to enter farming by assisting
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him with his Il-H projects. His father was not well and "sold

out" about the time Murray graduated from high school.

After the sale, Murray continued working on the farm where

he had been working part-time while in high school for about

one year and then quit to go to work at Tecumseh Products.

During the eight year period from 1914.5 to 1953. hfiirray had

several different types of employment. He worked in a shop

three different periods, and he also drove a gas truck for a

while. In November of 1952, a farm owner contacted him and

asked him if he cared to lease his 320-acre dairy farm. Murray

was very interested, but did not have any capital with which

to purchase livestock or machinery.

Immediately, he began to see if he could obtain a loan

sufficient to buy machinery and livestock. Since Murray had

only household goods and a car for collateral, he was not able

to secure as large a loan as he needed. Murray's landlord was

confident of Murray's ability to repay the money that he need-

ed to become established in the farming business, so he co-

signed two notes with him. One note for a loan of $3,000 was

from the Tecumseh bank and the other loan of $7,000 was from

the Farmers Home Administration. This amount. was not suffi-

cient, so Murray's landlord took ainote for £51,050 to cover

his full share of the dairy enterprise. This gave him a debt

load of $11,050 to start in the farming business. At this

time, their savings amounted to about $2,1400 which was invested
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in household goods and an automobile.

The first two years in the farming business, Murray in-

creased.his net worth from.$2,h00 to nearly $10,000. Previously

during the time when he was not farming, all of his earnings

seemed to be spent with very little to show for it. From

statements that Murray made, there is reason to believe that

a major part of his factory earnings were spent at the local

taverns; now he is too busy to patronize those places, and

can't afford to with so many bills to pay.

- Murray stresses that it is very important for young people

to get an early start in farming. He thinks that if they don't

have a good start by the time they are out of high school, itis

almost impossible to get started in the farming business later.

Hurray considers himself most fortunate to find a man that was

willing to back him.when he had.nothing of’his own to start

with. Though.the start was rather difficult, his wife has been

very helpful by taking care of the "book work", and.helping

drive the tractor when needed.
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.§ FARM OWNER'S SON, NOW WELL ESTABLISHEDIIN.A FATEEB

AND SON FARM PARTNERSHIP AND BUYING 80 ACRES OF THE HOME

mam; THE SWITCHING 93 FARM HOMES AND Anamrcmamgg

MADE its 19 FARM TRANSFER

Bob*exemplifies a hard working young man Who saw an op-

portunity in staying on the home farm. His father was a great

source of inspiration and backing for him.

Bob was born in 192k on a very productive farm in Clinton

township,'Lenawee County, Michigan. He took an active part in

h-H work and in FFA winning many awards and honors; one being

a Short Course Scholarship to Michigan State University. The

steer feeding projects in h-H and FFA proved very profitable

to Bob and.helped.him save enough money to start farming on

his own. In addition, these projects gave him experience in

feeding and management. He still feeds steers and is thankful

for his early experience.

Bob learned to assume responsibility as a young lad on his

father's ZOO-acre farm. His father gave him the feed for his

steers for working on the farm.during the summer. When he com-

pleted high school in 19h3 he entered a 1/3 - 2/3 partnership

with.his dad. At that time he had about $1,000 worth of mach-

inery, $1,800 worth of livestock and $350 in savings. The

livestock was three beef cows and a few steers as a carry-over

from h-H and FFA.
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Being brought up on a good farm and with an opportunity

to continue on the home farm greatly influenced Bob to become

a farmer. As he saw a bright future ahead for him as a far-

mer he more fully decided to become one. He feels that is is

very important to getan early start in farming, even as a

child of 10 or 12 years of age, for what one learns in their

very early years can prove very valuable.

Bob's wife, though not a famm girl, likes living and

working on a farm. She assists her husband by caring for a

flock of 700 laying hens and driving the tractor and doing

other odd jobs when needed.

After Bob was married in 19h6 he bought 80 acres with a

complete set of buildings from.his father. He and his dad en-

tered a 50-50 partnership, and worked together on the two farms.

As for finances, dad was always willing to take Bob's note so

he didn't have to do much borrowing from the bank. 'When Bob

was very young he established a good credit rating and.has

never had any difficulty getting credit; he just has to be

careful not to use too much.

Bob, his wife and family enjoy a very good standard of

living in a beautiful modern home, leaving almost nothing to

be desired. Bob's wife is from.a very good home in.the city,

so he feels that he wants things equally as nice or nicer for

her than if they lived in town. The family takes pride in

the tidiness of the yard and buildings.
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Bob's half of the machinery is not all new, but very

well kept. He is always checking his machinery on rainy days

or when.he has any other spare time. He also keeps his eye

on the buildings since they are fairly old, but well kept and

painted. When you enter his place, you feel as though this

is a business that you would like to own.

The two Johnson families switched homes about three years

ago, and Bob and his family now live in their parents' home

which was the best and most modern.of the two. Bob and his

father, with.a lawyer's assistance, drew up a farm.transfer

with the following provisions.

1. Upon the death of Bob's parents, Bob has the oppor-

tunity of paying the heirs of the estate $15,000 for

his parents' farm of 120 acres, $5,000 going to each

of the other two heirs. '

2. Bob's parents are to have a life lease of the house

where they now live, in exchange for the home Bob

is now living in.

3. Bob is to be fully responsible for his parents' care

for the rest of their lives.

A. When his father reaches the age of 65, if Bob so de-

sires, he may purchase his father's farm.for $15,000

for which his father would hold the mortgage. Bob

would annually pay $1,200, including interest and

principal. His parents would still have a life lease

on the house where they now live.
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5. Providing that Bob would buy the home farm, upon the

death of his parents he could continue the mortgage

as it now stands, only the mortgage would be held

by the estate, instead of by his parents, or Bob

could pay the heirs their equity if he so desired.

Bob and his father also had a lawyer draw up a paper show-

ing that all livestock and machinery is now jointly owned and

that when the father reached the age of 65, Bob had the priv-

ilege of buying out his father's equity at it's inventory value.

If he should die sooner, he still couldbuy out his father's

interest at its inventory value. One of the main reasons for

having this farm transfer arrangement drawn, was because Bob's

father felt that some members of the family might not be fair

in the settling of this estate in the future.

Bob keeps farm.records to show the weak and strong parts

of his business. He attends extension.meetings, adult classes

in agriculture and studies bulletins and magazines to keep up-

to-date. Putting into practice what he learns, keeps him.up

to date; such.as trying stilbestrol and also improved his fer-

tilizer program.according to the needs of the soil and the crop.

Bob's daughter now only six years of age, fed out a steer

that was Reserve Grand Champion at the Clinton Community Fair

in August of 1951+. or course, dad gave her an assist.
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A RENTER'S SON NOW WELL ESTABLISHED ON HIS OWN RENTED FARM

Jim is an example of a young man who did not agree with

his dad's way of farming, as a result, he had to get started

in the farming business the hard way. With his wife's coop-

eration, they endured some tough years at the start, but now

enjoy a comfortable standard of living with vacations.

Jim was born in 1926 on a ZOO-acre farm which his father

was renting. He did not have the opportunity of taking voca-

tional agriculture in high school; however, thrOugh his 14,-H

club, he won state honors for his production of sugar beets.

He also had 3 years of Li-H corn projects. The awards won

from 7 years experience of growing sugar beets were mainly

responsible for his winning an Eight-Weeks Short Course Scho-

larship to Michigan State College.

The money that Jim made and saved from #41 club projects

were a great aid to his start in farming. Jim, however, re-

ceived very little financial assistance from his parents.

Upon completing high school, he rented an 80-acre farm. Since

Jim was the oldest of the boys, he learned how to assume respon-

sibility at an early age. The illness of his father caused

most of the responsibility of operating the ZOO-acre farm to be

shifted to Jim at age 1LL. During the next four years, he as-

sumed most of the responsibility of the managing the farm.
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After graduation from high school, Jimfls dad offered

him a wage to continue on the farm which the dad rented, but

Jim.felt that he could do better elseWhere. He and his dad

did not entirely agree on the need of education for farming,

so Jim.had a hard time convincing his father to let him.take

an eight-weeks short course at Michigan State University.

After Jim.completed his Eight-weeks Short Course at

Michigan State University, he continued to be a student of

agriculture and always strives for new and better ways to farm.

He attends extension meetings and also adult class in agricul-

ture.

When asked, "What caused you to decide to become a farmer?"

Jim.said that he had worked in the shop and didn't care for it;

"In the shop you don't have to have a mind of your own" he

said. He decided to farm about the time that he graduated

from high school for he felt with.his initiative he could make

a much better living there than in the shop. He stresses

that it is very important to get started early in farming,

especially for the experience.

Though his wife was not a farm girl, she is a great asset

to his business and she likes it very much. When they first

started in 19h8, Jim.says that they never could have made it

if it had not been for her patience, business ability and

willingness to start with practically nothing. Even now, with

children to care for, she keeps the books, pays the bills,

takes care of the garden and helps outside if needed.
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The Smiths were married in the fall of 1947 and started

farming in the spring of l9h8 on an 150-acre rented farm,

which a friend.had told.him.about. They started with an old

car, $1,000 that was borrowed from relatives, $2,000 Worth of

machinery and fairly nice furniture. Jimfls wife contributed

to payments on the furniture with.$800 that She had saved at

age 18, though from a rather poor family. The landlord car-

ried the fertilizer and seed bill on a charge account for

them the first year.

One of the biggest problems that Jim.had in starting to

farm was obtaining machinery and equipment. When he started,

most of his machinery was purchased as "used.machinery" which

kept him.busy dhecking and keeping it up in shape. He went

without some articles at first rather than to buy poor, worn

out machines. He stress the importance of buying quality,

for you can't afford breakdowns. In 19h8, the first year he

started to farm, he paid Sh a bushel for soybean seed and then

sold the crop for $2 a bushel. Jim.feels that no factor is

more important in connection with getting started in farming,

than having a wife's cooperation, especially the first few

years. During the six years the Smiths have been farming,

their financial net worth has increased at a satisfactory rate.

The Smiths enjoy a high standard of living, with.a new

automobile and over $h,000 worth of household furniture and

goods. Everything on the farm looks neat and tidy inside and out.
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Jim's machinery is now (1955) mostly all new and in excellent

shape. He still has some of the equipment that he started

with, for example, one tractor that is in better condition

than it was then. Since he is a crop farmer, he has spent

over $10,000 for machinery, which really pays off. His share

of the crops for 1955 have been appraised at over $10,000 on

the 2&0 acres which he is now renting.

His spare time is spent maintaining and improving his

machinery,testing his soil and planning better ways of farmr

ing. During the school year he drives a sdhool bus for a few

extra dollars. Christmas vacation is spent soaking up sunshine

in Florida.



Am OWI‘IER'S SON NOW WELL ESTABLISHED ON A RENTED FARM

l
.

Frank exemplifies a young man who was given an opportun-

ity to gain farm.experience and accumulate capital on the home

farm. At age 20, he became established in the farming business

on a rented farm.

Frank Thomas, the older of two sons, was born in 1930 on

his father's farm. Frank was progressive as a h—H member and

as a FFA member winning many awards in each. He had eight

years experience in h-H, with dairy and beef as his main pro-

jects. In his four years of FFA, his main projects were dairy,

beef and hogs.

Frank gained a lot of his experience in the farming bus-

iness at an early age, on his father's ZHO-acre farm. His

father also rented 120 acres. Frank was given responsible

jobs on the home farm, which included practically all phases

of farming. He attained a degree of financial competence and

responsibility from his H-H projects and from.his FFA projects.

During his senior year in high school, Frank rented an 80-acre

farm, which he completely managed. When he graduated from

high school, Frank had acquired some livestock and machinery

besides accumulating a small amount of money.

After graduation from high school, Frank continued to

work the 80—acre farm, which.he was renting, besides helping
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his father on the home farm. Frank was married in 1950, and

in 1951 he and his wife rented a l6h-acre farm.and became es-

tablished in the farming business. Frank's wife was raised on

a farm and also won honors with her h-H projects. She entered

several projects in the state k-H show. Besides taking care

of the family, Mrs. Thomas helps with the keeping of the farm

records, and assists with any odd jobs when needed.

Frank was only 20 years of age, when he and.his wife

started in the farming business on their own. At that time,

they had $1,000 in cash, a $500 car, household goods valued at

$1,000, $800 worth.of feed and supplies, machinery and equip-

ment worth.$5,000, and livestock valued at $h,300. This gave

them assets totaling $13,800. Frank and.his wife borrowed

$5,000 of this amount from their parents. The loan was interest

free.

Frank indicated that the income and savings from his and

his wifes' h-H projects and FFA projects were a very important

contribution toward his start in farming. His savings from

shop work in town and from custom work also proved to be quite

important.

During their first four years in the farming business,

Frank and his wife have increased their net worth from less

than $9,000 to approximately $26,000. This is an average

yearly increase of over $h,000. They enjoy a comfortable

standard of living, with.many modern conveniences. Though
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the house in which they live is old, it is pleasant and quite

modern.

Frank, now (1955) has about $9,000 invested in machinery,

which.is well kept. His livestock is from very good-breeding

and is in very good condition. Frank and his wife are very

careful in the planning and operation of their farming busi-

ness and attempt to make each farm enterprise very efficient.

The Thomas's have been on the lookout for a g00d farm

for about two years. Before he makes such a purchase, he wants

to be sure that it will be adequate for his type of farming.

He and.his wife have saved a considerable amount of money by

"shopping around" for good buys.

Frank sells fertilizer to increase his yearly income.

Another aid to his getting established in farming was the ex-

changing of help with.his father the first two years that he

was married, while baling and combining. Frank's father fur-

nished the combine and baler.

When Frank was asked what factors he considered to be the

most important in connection with getting started in the farm-

ing business, he replied:

1. You need sdhooling along with experience.

2. You Should establish a good credit rating.

3. You need cooperation of the entire family.



A CITY BOY, WITH FARM EXPERIENCE, MARRIED EARLY AND

FINDING g DIFFICULT 10. BECOME ESTABLISHED £117. FARMING

w

Lee is an example of a boy born in tfign, who obtained

farming experience on his uncle's farm. He was married at age

18, and finds it difficult to support his family and become

establiShed in the farming business.

Lee Jones, age 22, was born and raised in the tfipn of

Britton. Lee took vocational agriculture the only year it

was offered while he was in.high school. He had 6 years of

experience in H-H, though his projects were practically gar-

den projects, and the produce went for home consumption. Lee

raised % acre of tomatoes his last year in h—H, which was the

first real chance he had to earn very much.money.

While in high school, Lee learned to accept reaponsibil-

ity working on.his uncles farm. When he was in the 11th and

12th grades, his uncle took vacations, and left Lee in full

charge of the famm. Lee had little opportunity to gain finan-

cial competence, except from his h-H tomato project. The pro-

fit for the tomato project was used to make a down payment on

a car.

After Lee graduated from high school in 1951, he contin-

ued to work for his uncle, for he was too young to get a job

in the shop. The following fall he was married, and in the
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spring of 1952, he entered a farm partnership with his

father-in-law. For his work, Lee received a}; of the milk

check, meat, milk, eggs and a house to live in. His father-

in-law also paid the light bill. At that time, Lee had no

farm machinery or livestock. He is still working on his

father-in-law's alto-acre farm, with the same agreement, ex-

cept for one addition; he now receives 1/3 of the profits

from an 80-acre farm which they are now (1955) working. At

the present, Lee has $31,000 worth of machinery and $350 of

livestock, although this does not change the original agree-

ment.

There is little evidence which shows that Lee will soon

be on his own. One of his difficulties, he claims, is that

he did not have enough capital when he was married. At the

time the Jones's were married, they had $30 in cash, a car

worth $31,000 with a lien on it of $250, and household goods

worth about $800. Approximately all of the money that Lee

earns goes to provide for his family. Lee and his wife now

have a net worth of about $5,800 with most of it invested in

household goods and a car.

Lee was not able to save much money before starting in

farming, for he was married shortly after graduation from high

school. His main sources of savings came from his li-H project

of 315; acre of tomatoes and from what he saved working on his



uncle's farm. He feels that he would not have to struggle

along at such a slow rate, if he had not gotten married so

young, or started to raise a family so soon. Lee also be-

lieves that it would.have been beneficial if he could.have

had more agricultural training in high school or a short

course at Michigan State University.

Hrs. Jones is now working as a nurse at the Tecumseh

hospital to earn additional money to care for the family.

The Jones's have two children, the youngest being about 13

months old. Hrs. Jones hires someone to care for them while

she is working.

The Jones's enjoy a better than an average standard of

living and seem to be very happy. They are still quite young

and feel that when the children get a little older, they will

be able to be on their own.
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A FARM FAMILY WORKING TOGETHER TO HELP THE SONS BECOME

ESTABLISHED ;g_THR FARMING BUSINESS

The Williamsfiare an example of a family that together

have worked hard toward a common goal of helping each of the

boys become established in the farming business.

Joe was born in 1923 on a 78-acre farm, which his father

later lost during the depression when the mortgage was fore-

closed. Jack was born on the same farm.in 1927, the third of

five boys, Joe being the oldest. Though their father, Mr.

Williams, lost practically everything that he owned during

the depression of the '305, he owns a ZOO-acre farm at the

present, (1955).

Joe took a very active part in h-H and won many awards

during his 6 years of participation. He also took part in FFA

for 3 years. Likewise, Jack gained.much of his farm experience

with.his work in FFA and k-H. Both of the boys took all of

the vocational agriculture offered in high school, plus Veter-

an's "on the farm training". Joe and Jack still are active

students of agriculture, by attending adult class in agricul-

ture, as well as extension meetings.

Both Joe and Jack learned to take responsibility young

in life, and.gained a small amount of financial competence

from the money and livestock which they acquired from h-H and
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FFA projects. Though their accumulation seemed very small

at the time, yet both feel that this source of income and sav-

ings was a very important contribution to their start in farm-

ing on their own.

Upon graduation from.high school, Joe helped on the home

farm.for a while and then left to work in the shop, since the

home farm.was too small to support him. Later, he was drafted

into military service. He later returned to the shop to earn

enough money to help him.start farming on his own. In April

1951 Joe joined his dad and Jack in a 3-way farm partnership,

which gave each 1/3 of the receipts from the hogs and dairy

cattle.

When Jack graduated from.high school, he spent a year in

military service. Upon his discharge he worked as a machine

operator for about a year. In June 19k6 he entered a part-

nership with his father, which.gave him 1/3 of the receipts

from.the hogs and dairy.

In 1951 when Joe, Jack and their father entered their

partnerShip, they worked 220 acres besides the 200 acres

owned by the father. Each of the boys had bought in on 1/3

of the livestock and.paid 1/3 of all expenses, such.as feed,

gas, oil, fertilizer, seed, etc. No machinery was jointly

owned, each.bought his own, but used it in common in the

partnership. The receipts from the cash crops and feed crops

were divided in proportion to the investment of each.
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In the spring of 195A there was a slight change in the

partnership for Joe bought a 2k0-acre farm of his own. Since

he couldn't get enough money to swing the deal, his brother

Tom agreed to buy 80 acres of it. He was able to raise en-

ough.money for the balance. This, he did by selling his house

in town on a land contract, which gave him.a portion of the

amount he needed, the rest coming from the National Farm Loan

Association and his father.

The 3-way partnerahip continued, including the 160 acres

Joe had purchased in 195A. His investment in machinery dur-

ing this time was less than shoo. He and his wife worked long

and hard to fix two apartments in the house which they rent for

$50 each. This income from.the house makes up the major part

of the monthly payment on the farm.

In the spring of 1955 Joe left the partnership and a

younger brother, Bob a high School junior, entered on a partial

basis. He bought out 1/3 of the hog partnership which.belonged

to Joe and.he receives the milk from.the cows which.he raised

for FFA projects. Bob contributes not only his time to the

partnership, but also his tractor and 1/3 of the expenses of the

hog enterprise. He was able to borrow the money for the trac-

tor, when he obtained a letter of recommendation from.his VO-

cational Agriculture teacher.

As the partnerShip stands today, Jack still receives 1/3

of the receipts from the hogs and cows. He also makes a little



money on his own doing custom.baling with.his own baler. Bob

will be a senior in.high school this year and plans to work

into a full 1/3 partnership on the home farm.upon graduation

from.high.school. He will enroll in his fourth year of vo-

cational agriculture and is president of the local FFA. Joe

is now on his own farm, but still exchanges machinery with

the rest of the family. Tom works full-time in the Shop and

owns 80 acres which.the rest of the family work. He owns

some machinery and helps with.the work when.he is able, how-

ever his hay fever does not enable himto farm full time.

The father sells Farm.EMreau seeds and fertilizer and also

shears sheep for additional income.

Joe and Jack admit that there are missunderstandings

Which come about in a partnership, but they feel that it is

the only way they could get established on their own. They

stress the importance of starting in the farming business

at as young an age as possible. Joe and Jack have encouraged

Bob to continue to take advantageof the farming opportunity

on the home farm, which.they did not have at his age.



CASE RIST0RIES And EXPERIENCES

IN The LIVES OF YOUNG FARMERS, WHO BECAME ESTABLISHED

In The FARMING BUSINESS In LENAwEE COUNTY,

MICHIGAN FROM 1939 to 195k
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ROBERT g.

Robert Ajfiwas the oldest of four boys and had to quit

school after completeing the eigth.grade to help support the

family. he left home at 16 years of age during the depres-

sion of the '30s to earn his own living. During this time

he worked for two years on a 2h0-acre general farm.and then

went to work in the shop.

Robert became established in farming in 1939, when.he

bought the interests of the rest of the heirs of his fathers'

ho-acre farm, after his fathers' death. At 25 years of age

he was only worth $2,000 While today 16 years later, he has

a 2h0-acre farm.in excellent condition and.completely paid

for. Robert just bought another 80 acres which is also a

very good farms

His wife is a great help to him and keeps the books. He

sells fertilizer and lime to increase his income, and is also

a licensed electrician. Robert is constantly experimenting

on his farm, and attends adult classes in agriculture in

search of better methods of farming. His son is very active

in FFA and has a very outstanding supervised farming program,

which.includes both crop and livestock enterprises.

Robert suggests that anyone just starting out in the

farming business should seek advice from those trained and

experienced in the field.
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RAY N.

321,3: graduated from.high school in 1935 when work

was hard to get, though.he did have an opportunity to stay

on the home farm. He took Vocational Agriculture all four

of his high school years and for his projects raised corn

and potatoes. At this time, Ray received a portion of the

profits from.feeding sheep besides getting a share of the

other livestock during his junior and senior years. Upon

completing high school he received $5 a week, had an inter-

est in the livestock and was paid by the acre for working

his uncle's 80-acre farm.

Ray feels that it is very important to get started in

farming at an early age, for he says "The longer you wait,

the harder it is to get started becauSe of other obligations

to be met". Though his wife was not a farm girl, she helps

him.in planning and doing the farm work.

Ray lists these factors as being most important in

connection with getting started in the farming business:

1. Make sure that you are acquainted with.the problems

of farming

2. You can't start on a shoestring, establish credit

and then borrow
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3. In case of a father-son partnership, separate

housing is a must

Share machinery with someone that you can work with

and trust.
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WILLIS g.

Willis 3: has no brothers or sisters and so is his

mother's only heir. When he graduated from.high school he

entered a partnership with his father and received 1/3 of

the profits from.the farm. The partnership included the 110

acres owned by his father and 35 acres which.they rented.

Willis tried working in the shop one winter but did not like

it.

‘When his father died, his mother entered into a 50-50

livestock and crop farm.operating agreement with him. Willis

and his mother now jointly own all of the machinery and live-

stock, and each pay ~3; of all bills. Each receives a of all

the profits. Willis recently bought another 80-acre farm,

but his mother still gets % of the receipts from it and pays

% of the bills. Upon his mothers death, all of the equity in

the farming business is to go to him.

He was able to start farming in full-time partnership

with his father in 19112 when he graduated from high school

with.on1y $275 that he had saved and $1,100 Which.he borrowed

from.the bank. Willis became established in farming while he

was only 17 and still single. The savings and experience from

his FFA projects were very important to his start.

Willis stress that a young man just starting in farming
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should - l.

2.

3.

Have lots of ambition

Have someone back them.to get started

Have sufficient experience and education

in the field of agriculture.
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RONALD L.-

Ronald E: is the only child of a farmer who owned 200

acres of excellent crop land. Besides the money that he

earned and saved from 9 years of h-H project work, Ronald

received 20 percent of the milk check while he was in high

school. He states that he really took an interest in "how

to make cows produce more" when he started getting a share

of the milk check. Ronald also stresses the value of his

projects as a source of education as well as savings.

When he graduated from.high.school in l9h2 he and his

father entered into a father and son partnership as outlined

by'Hfichigan State University. Each received from the busi-

ness in accordance to What each had invested. They worked

together until 19h9 but never seemed to agree with.the other.

His dad was offered a good price for the farm so he sold it

in the spring of 1950.

Ronald was married in 19h9 and moved on to a lBO-acre

farm.which.his father bought for him.to work, after he sold

the previous farm. Ronald now wcrks the farm.an a 50-50

crop and livestock lease and he also cash.rents a nearby AS

acres. He bought his father's share of the machinery for

about $10,000 and his fathertook his note for it. He and

his father still do not get along for since his father owns
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the farm and holds his note for over $10,000 he feels that

he should.have a lot to say about the way the business is

to be run. Ronald has now had several years of farm.eXper-

ience, besides Short Course training at Michigan State Univer-

sity, and feels that he is capable of running his own bus-

iness.
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ROBERT 111.

Robert 2: is now 34 years of age, and 3rd of four boys.

He graduated from high school and had four years of Vecational

Agriculture. His parents rented 112 acres Which provided lit-

tle farm experience for him. They in no way encouraged.him to

enter farming. I

In 19h3 Bob was married.and he and his wife had about

$3,000 besides a car that was worth.nearly $500. A friend of

Bob's told him.of a llZ-acre farm Which.he was going to quit

working, so Bob rented it. The landlord (a retired farmer)

furnished the combine and corn picker and the farm is worked

on a 50-50 crop and livestock lease.

Today the buildings are well kept and everything looks

neat and tidy. The original volume of business has expanded

slowly in terms of a few additional head of livestock and

some custom work. He now has liabilities of less than $1,500

and when asked why he did not want to use more credit, he

said that he did not want to go deeper in debt. His net worth

is about $11,000 which.is only a yearly increase of about

$625 .
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BILL g.

3g; 9": age 23, was born in town, and lived there most

of his life. He gained some farm experience while working

for a nearby stock farm. Bill was married in 1952 while in

the military service and started farming on a rented farm

in October of 1953 when he was discharged.

Bill pays $5370 a month cash rent for this 80-acre farm.

The buildings are not at all well kept, and the house is in

very poor condition and without even having running water.

In practically two years time, Bill has increased his inven-

tory about $3,500 most of which apparently came from his

savings from working in the shop. Bill is now farming full-

time since he is laid off at the shop. He wished to continue

to farm full time. There is hardly a sign or possibility of

Bill ever becoming a success in the farming business.

He has an opportunity to attend veteran's school, but

he says, "What they try to teach you is a lot of hooey".

When called’on at eleven a.m., he was lying down asleep, and

hadn't milked the cow yet. When he did milk her, the milk

that'was left after the calf that got out had her share,

was given to the pigs.
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EILEEE.30

Wilbur R:$- age 30 has no brothers and one sister. He

graduated from.high school in l9h2 with a high scholastic

rating. He was chosen by his vocational agriculture teacher

as the most outstanding graduating senior. As a youth.he

gained experience in farming from both h-H and FFA projects

and his father gave him a share from.the proceeds of the farm.

With.all of his training, high sdholastic standing, and farm

experience, Wilbur still has not learned how to make decis-

ions and is very dependent on his father. He has never bor-

rowed money and since graduation from.high school has been

looking for a big depression. Wilbur's father remembers the

last depression and is sure that Wilbur shouldn't go into

debt. When asked why he did not use more credit now, he said

he didn't want to go into debt since the weather and future

prices were too uncertain.

Upon graduation from.high school, he entered a partner-

ship with.his father on his father's ZOO-acre farm, after

working for wages until 191413.. Wilbur is still in partnership

with.his father, receiving % of the dairy receipts and l/3

of the receipts from the rest of the farming enterprise.

The house in which Wilbur and his family live is on

one of his father's farms. It is not modern in any, nor
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does it have running water. The house shows no signs of ever

having been painted. The yard is not kept up and the build-

ings are badly in need of repair. The crops are often not

put in or harvested on time.

Much of Wilbur's difficulty seems to come from his lack

of ability to think-and plan for himself.
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HmRY g.

.9

§§g31_g, was born in 1915, the youngest of three boys.

He always liked farming so he took two years of Vocational

Agriculture in high school. The first $100 that Henry ever

made was from his garden project, but unfortunately he lost

it during the depression. He gained a small amount of farm

experience as a youth while working for a dairy. He had no

encouragement to farm from his parents for they died when he

was a small child.

Henry worked in the shop after graduation until he was

30 years of age. He greatly disliked the shop and always

wanted to farm.but didn't feel that he was financially able

to make a go of the farming business. In l9hh.he had a ner—

vous breakdown and upon recovery he immediately began to look

for a farm to buy. He bought a 107-acre farm.in l9h5 for

$12,500 which was in fairly good condition though the build-

ings were very inadequate. Henry and.his wife are very happy

on the farm.and have had to do quite a lot of repairing and

remodeling on some of the buildings, especially the barn to

make it adaptable to the dairy business. The buildings and

general conditions of the farm are now better than average.

The Jones's have increased their net worth.in 10 years, about

$20,000.
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Henry and his wife suggest that in order to be success-

ful in the farming business you must:

1. Like farming and spend long hours of hard work

2. Know how to budget close and spend money wisely

3. Work and plan as a family

A. Save enough money so that you don't have to borrow

over 50 percent When buying a farm.

Henry said that more important than any of these is

that he couldn't have entered and continued in the farming

business without faith in God.
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DOUGLAS g.

Douglas E: graduated from.high school in 19h2 at the

age of 16. His father bought a lhO-acre farm at that time

and Douglas became established in farming with.his father.

They also rented another 260 acres giving them a total of

MOO acres to farm.

In 1952 he gave up farming and went to work at Tecumseh

Products. Douglas still owns a large self-propelled combine

and other farm.machinery. It is believed that perhaps one

difficulty of Douglas in getting established and failure to

continue in the farming business was that he perhaps went in-

to debt too deeply and bought too much.high priced machinery.

Since Douglas's father has a heart condition, it is dif-

ficult for him to do much.heavy farm work. Douglas does

much.work yet on the farm, though he receives no pay or in-

come from.it. All of the earnings go into payment of debts

on the farm and farm business, most of which incurred during

19h2 - 1952.

Douglas was laid off last summer during June and July

and this was a real blessing since it enabled him.to be home

and do the harvesting and other farm.work.

Douglas is an only dhild and.upon the death of his parents

will inherit any assets or liabilities which the farm.anter-

prise may have.
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SAKUEL T.

Samuel _T_.mcould not get along in school, so he quit in

the 9th grade and stayed.home to help his dad on the home farm.

At that time he had no particular interest in.farming but stayed

on the home farm for there wasn't much else to do. He had.no

training in k-H or FFA nor did he take any short course work.

Samuel was married in 1939 at the age of 21. It was then

he decided to farm for a living. He continued to work for his

father as a farmshand.until 19h6, when he and.his father en-

tered a partnership on his dad's ADO-acre farm. From that time

on, Walter received 50 percent of the receipts from.the crops

and livestock, sharing one-half of all expenses. At that time,

he also bought out half of his dad's livestock and machinery.

When Samuel went into partnership with his father in l9h6,

he was worth less than $12,000 and.mow he is worth over $60,000.

Samuel and his father made a large portion of their income from

borrowed money for the purpose of buying and feeding steers.

They would buy as many as 200 head, at a time, to be fed out

and sold.

Samuel stresses the wise use of credit can be very help-

ful, and.that there are disadvantages to a partnership, that

he might have been able to do better elsewhere.
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DON _s_.

22§H§j: age 19, is the younger of two boys and lives on

an 81-acre farm.Which.his father owns. His father works in

the shop and has given Don an opportunity to get started in

farming while yet young. At the present time he has had over

60 projects in FFA and.heH. During his senior year of high

school Don was awarded the State Farmer degree in FFA. He

has also won many state awards in hpfl and.has been a repre-

sentative to the National h-H Convention.

Don believes that farm experience is of great importance,

but it must be supplemented with.formal agricultural training.

He took h years of Vocational Agriculture in high school and

a h-term Short Course in agriculture at Michigan State Univer-

sity.

When Don became established in farming on his own at the

age of 17, he had saved over $1,500. He then borrowed $100

from the bank and $3500 from his father for tools and machinery.

Two years later, at the age of 19, he had increased.his net

worth to nearly $9,000.

Don says that if young folks want to farm, they should

start while they're yet young, and work their way in to ob-

tain capital. He stresses the importance of experience and

having plenty of courage.
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22§.§;: age 26, is the older of two brothers and though

he didn't have any h-H or FFA training he gained plenty of

farm.axperience on the home farm. When Tom graduated from

high school at Macon, he had practically all A's. Since he

felt that he needed.more training in the field of agriculture,

he took a h-term Short Course in Agriculture at Michigan State

University.

Tom was married in 1950 and continued to work in a part-

nership with his father until 1952 when.he bought his own

llio-acre farm for $511+,000. At that time, the buildings were

in a poor state of repair especially the house. The house

wasn't at all modern, and very filthy inside. He and his wife,

with—the aid of friends scrubbed and dug dirt for weeks, be-

fore they could start painting and papering. Tom.and his wife

did the plumbing, carpenter work and most all the rest of the

reconditioning work themselves. They sanded the floors and

even laid the linoleum without any assistance.

They now have a good income from the upstair apartment,

which.they also remodeled. Besides teaching school, Tomis

wife also helps on the farm and the two have practically.

doubled the value of the farm. Their farming business, how-

ever, has been temporarily halted for Tom was drafted into

the service January h, 1955.
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EVALUATION OF METHODOLOGY FOLLOWED

The author believes that the period of becoming "estab—

lished in farming" should have been changed from the actual

beginning of the year to include the entire first year. The

change would have made possible the obtaining of more valuable

information with the questionnaire, particularly of the young

farmer's finance and credit operations during his first year

of becoming established as a farmer.

It was difficult to evaluate the actual amount of substan-

tial parental aid that the young men included in the study had

received. The opportunity to farm, provided by many parents,

was very beneficial to many of the young men, even though their

parents gave them very little if any other financial backing.

The author does not believe that Question 11 of the schedule

"Degree of financial success of your home farm" was very closely

related to the problem.under study, and therefore could well

have been omitted. Questions 25 and 29 referring to soil rat-

ings did not seem to provide data of much value.

The questionnaire did not supply information as to the

source and amount of borrowed funds the young farmers used after

the date they became established in farming. The author believes

this data might be of more value than just information pertain-

ing to the borrowing of funds at the date of establishment in

farming. More emphasis should.have been put on the borrowing of

funds after establishment in farming.



113

It took approximately 1% hours to take a schedule, depend-

ing on several factors. If the farmer was real busy and didn't

have time to visit, it might have taken as little time as B/h of

an hour. Those contacted in the evening sometimes wished to

visit, so more time was usually required. On an average, four

schedules were completed in a day. Many times return trips in

the evening were required.

The general reception by the young farmers was very favor-

able.' Not one of them refused to supply information. They

seemed to be in favor of the study and wished to be of help to

other young men entering the business of farming.



Evaluation 93 the Study

The author feels that if the study could have covered a

larger area with more young men within the category, the results

from the study would be more representative of the actual situ-

ation studied. This was not possible, however, in this project.

The young farmers were interviewed at a very busy time of

the year, for that was the only time the author was able to con-

tact them. Possibly if they had not been so busy the young men

could have supplied more valuable information.

There is doubt in the author's mind as to how well estab-

lished in farming those interviewed really were. Some had been

farming for many years and do not seem to be as well established

in farming now as they previously had been.

There is need for study as to how young men established

in farming made satisfactory progress.

11!;
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Date

Number

wW1... NG0*

mmam:

Name Address

Age No. of brothers No. of sisters
  

Your position among the brothers (oldes-first, etc.)

 

 

Yesrofmarriage........................

Highest grade in school completed Years of Vc. Ag.

Other agricultural training (short course, veterans, etc.)

 

 

 

 

4-H or F. F. A. projects and years of each
 

 

 

Years spent doing farm work may from the home farm:

During school After completing school
 

Give the kind of farm or the kind of work
 

 

Years spent doing non-farm work:

During school After completing school
 

Give a brief description of the types of work or jobs.

 

Size of the farm: Acres, Total; owned rented

(Write in home or other. This question refers to the farm on which you gained

most of your farm experience up to the age of 18) .

 

”Michigan State College, Agricultural Experiment Station, Department of Agricultural

Economics project.
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12.

13.

1h.

15.

16.

17.
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19.

20.

21.

.. 2- 118

Parent! 8 Role

Degree of financial success of your home farm: Average

Better than average lower than average

Did your parents encourage you to enter farming? How

 

Did they give you responsible Jobs on the home farm while you were home?

If so, what were they?
 

 

What opportunities did you have to attain:

Financial competence and responsibility:
 

 

Managerial conpetence:

Accumulate money:

Acquire livestock and machinery:

When you completed school, did your parents suggest aw plan to encourage you

to continue on the home farm, such as a partnership, or a wage, etc?

 

 

 

In what manner did your pan.eats help you in becoming establishad in farming

other than in question 15?

Interest in farming
, -mp1- 

What caused you to decide to become a farmer?

 

 

When did you decide to be a farmer?

 

 

How important is it to get started early in farming,1.e., while in grade or

high 311.001?

Was your wife a farm girl? A Does she like living and working on a

farm?

 

 

In what manner does your wife assist in the farming business?
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23.

25.

26.
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28.

29.

31.

32.
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Obtaining the Egg 9; a, Farm

Data you started farming on your own or in full-time partnership on homeofarm?

How did you obtain a lead on the farm on which you started farming for yourself?

 

Its size -- Acres: Total, owned rented

Tillable, owned rented

 

What would be a fair rating of the soil on this farm?

Excellent ( ) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Poor ( )

 

Who owned the farm on which you started to farm for yourself? Retired farmer?

? Near-by farmer Widow of a farmer

Other (specify)
 

If you started on a rented farm, what kind of a farm operating agreement did you

have? A

 

If your present farm is not the one on which you started, what is the acreage:

Total, owned rented

Tillable , owned rented

 

 

Soil rating? Excellent ( ) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Poor ( )

What kind of a farm operating agreement do you have now?
 

 

Why did you change to another farm?
 

 

A lati 922229.123 ems;

Indicate the degree of importance of the following sources of income and savings

that contributed to your start in farming on you; rouge c t

:3 ‘r n g

4.3 or F.F.A. projects ir " amoulL

Work as a farm hand

Non-farm work in town , .

Custom work for neighbors

Wifes employment and saving

Military savings

Veteran's payments

Inheritance & gifts

Other (specify) .
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33. How did you sen. your first $100.00

34. What did you do with your first $100.00

 

35. Indicate the approximate amount of borrowed capital that you obtained to get

started in farming on your own: Real estate Chattal

Relatives e e e e e e e e e e e

Landlord e e e e e e e e e e 0

Comer6131 bank 0 e 0 e e e o e

g
?
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e
a
s
e

J
3
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Q
‘
a
’
fl
‘
e
fi

H

 

Production Credit Association

Farmer‘s Home Administration

Federal Land Bank . . . e . . .

Merchants (retailers or dealers)

GeIeLOanSeeeeeeeeeee

Others (specify)
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36. Were you.able to borrow all the money you needed when you started farming?

If not, what other needs did you have?

 

 

...—-

 

37. Do you need additional funds and for what purpose; like buying:more land, improve

ing present property, buying machinery'and livestock?

38. Check the degree of importance as to why you do not use more cigdit new;

 

 

f 1 rtanc very

Cannot get any more credit . . . e e e . . . . e .‘3‘rll. ‘ j ,

Do not want to go deeper in debt . . . e . . . . . {I t s _‘E )

. Additional investments would not be profitable . . ( i E ) i )

thily objects to further indebtedness . . . . . . (

Uncertainty of weather and future prices . . . . . ( ( ) ( )

Other ( ) ( ) ( )

Interest rate you would have to PaY_

Financial Progress

39. Approximate your assets and debt obligations at the time that you got started in

farming and at the present time:

A £3922.
Started farming Present time

Cashonhand e e e e e 0

Automobile e e e e e 0

Household goods . . . .

Feed, crops and supplies

Machinery and equipment

Livestock . e e . . . .

Farm real estate . . . .

Toml 0 O O O O O O O O O
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41.

42.

43.

44.

45.
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Debts: Non-farm personal property . . . . . o $ __ t i

Farm personal property . . . . . . . 3 fl

Realesmte eeooneeeeee“.g Q

TOtals. . O O .(t A;

NGt worth e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o $ $

0f the total value of the property owned when you started farming for yourself,

how much came from: Savings $ __g ; Inheritance fi

Gifts $ V‘__ Borrowed fund * ._
  

was there an interruption in your farming business after ou completed school

(such as entering the army or going into another business) and before you became

established in farming? If so, for how'many years and hgw

seriously did it hinder your getting established in farming? :

 

 

Problems in Getting Started

Indicate the degree of difficulty that you encountered in getting started on your

own in farming.

 

Difficulgz.

some more much

Lack of sufficient experience or information . . . . . . . . . ( ) ( 3 i )

Lack of available capital resources . . . . . . . . . . . e ( ) ( ) i )

Obtainingsufficientcredit ()()()

Finding a farm of sufficient size to operate . . . . . . . . . ( ) ( ) ( )

Obtaining sufficient livestock, machinery, and equipment . . e ( )) ( ) ( )

Starting with too small a volume of business . . . . . . . . . ( ) ( ) ( 3

Changing price levels and future price uncertainity . . . . . ( ) ( ) ( g

Building facilities inadequate e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ( ( (

Other (specify) ( ) ( ) ( )

Would you explain how the major difficulties affected your getting started in

farming?

 

How did you solve the difficulties and problems?
 

 

What factors do you consider to be the most important in connection with getting

started in the farming business?
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ABSTRACT

How Fifty Young Farmers Became Established in Farming

in Lenawee County, Michigan, 1939-5h

This study shows how 50 young farmers in Lenawee County,

Michigan became established in farming from 1939 to 1954. Four

methods of becoming established in farming were used by the

young men included in this study. Five of the 50 became estab-

lished in farming as owner-operators, 3 as part-owner operators,

21 with parent-son partnerships and 21 as tenants on rented

farms.

Eight of the young men received substantial parental aid

in becoming established in farming, Whereas the other #2 de-

pended more on their own initiative, efforts and funds. Many

of the young farmers Who did not receive financial assistance

from their parents, did.have some help from.their parents,

such as exchanging machinery and labor. Also some of the

group had an opportunity to farm on the home farm on shares

or in partnership.

The young men Who followed their h-H experience with.vo-

cational agricultural training in high school, While accumu-

lating farm personal property, were fortunate.

A review of the information secured from.the survey as to

how the young farmers became established in farming reveals

several interesting facts. There are various systems and
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techniques of becoming established in farming, and methods

vary from farm to farm. There is no system that is adapt-

able to all cases. Some of the main factors for successful

establishment in farming can be stated as follows:

1.

2.

3.

7.

9.

A prospective farmer needs sufficient farm exper-

ience and an adequate education

A young man must have a definite interest in farm-

ing to be successful

The accumulation of capital at a young age is an

asset to early and successful establishment in

farming

Cooperation and assistance of the wife in the

farm business is important

In cases of parent-son partnerships, the father

and son must enjoy working together and.must share

in the managing of the entire farm.husiness

The size of the farm business must be large enough

to provide sufficient income to maintain a satis-

factory standard of living

The farm.must be operated in a business-like manner

Assistance in solving problems arising from farming

operations could well be from successful farmers or

specialists in the field of agriculture

The early establidhment of a good credit rating and



donn D. Anibal

the wise use of credit are assets to establishment

in farming

lO. Farm.leases and father-son farm.business arrangements

should be in writing

Young men add vigor and enthusiasm to any business. The

business of farming and society in general should benefit

through keeping the most capable young men in farming. There

are still opportunities in Michigan for capable young men to

become farmers and they should be so encouraged and assisted.

'
T
.
'
f
"
'
_
x
'
A
a k‘

.

n
e
'
e
r

“
t
a
v
e
r
n
-
.
7
»
:

_



ROOM USE GARY

“'5 5% ROCf-i USE owLY

  

I t,» 5.- x. 1 W

MAR 19 1962 s-

 

 





 


