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ABSTRACT

NEWS REPORTING AND EDITORIAL INTERPRETATION OF THE
PALMER RAIDS, 1919-1920 BY THREE DETROIT
DAILY NEWSPAPERS: A STUDY

By
Alexandra Remelgas

A large number of alleged alien radicals were ar-
rested, under the direction of A. Mitchell Palmer, the
attorney general of the United States, in separate raids
in principal United States cities in November, 1919 and
January, 1920. The several thousand persons, seized by
agents of the Department of Justice in the nation-wide
raids, were held for extended periods of time and were
subjected to a variety of personal abuses during the
period of their confinement. Some 249 aliens were de-
ported to Soviet Russia in December aboard the United
States transport Buford. Allegations of the dangerous
intent of the arrested aliens to overthrow the government
by force were subsequently proved false in the majority of
cases. The Palmer raids and Buford deportations resulted
in the massive violation of individual liberties by fed-

eral authorities.
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There were mass arrests in the Detroit area in
both the November and January raids. The January raids in
Detroit were particularly infamous in the violation of
individual liberties. Aliens in the city were arrested
without warrants and were detained under conditions detri-
mental to their health and well-being. Eight hundred men
were confined from three to six days in the fifth floor
corridor of the Detroit Federal Building. They slept on a
bare stone floor and had access to limited sanitary facil-
ities. The prisoners ate food brought by friends and
relatives; federal authorities had made no provision for
their feeding. The men were not permitted to communicate
with relatives or attorneys. Prisoners not released after
interrogation in the Federal Building endured similar con-
ditions of confinement in the Municipal Court Building and
the Fort Wayne Army barracks, near Detroit. City officials
and a voluntary committee of citizens protested against
the conditions of the alien confinement in Detroit and
submitted a report to the Department of Labor on the
treatment of the prisoners.

The responsibility of the press in a democratic
society encompasses a dedication to the protection of in-
dividual liberties. Three Detroit daily newspapers of

general circulation, the Free Press, the Journal, and the

News, were evaluated in this study to determine their ad-

herence to standards of responsible news reporting and
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editorial interpretation during the Palmer raids and
Buford deportations. The news reporting and editorial
opinion of a number of nation-wide daily newspapers and
weekly and monthly periodicals were examined for the pur-
pose of comparison with the three Detroit dailies.

The news reports of the November and January raids

in the Free Press and the Journal were written with a pro-

government bias that assumed the arrested aliens were
guilty of conspiring to overthrow the democratic political
system in the United States. The two newspapers ignored
the injustices suffered by the aliens confined in Detroit.

The editorial opinions of the Free Press and the Journal

emphasized the threat of organized labor, foreign workers,
and Negroes to the security of the nation. The News was
the only general circulation daily in Detroit to report an
objective account of the conditions of the alien confine-
ment, to consider the point of view of the arrested persons
in its news columns, and to understand the position of the
foreign-born prisoners in its editorial pages. There were
examples of responsible news reporting and editorial in-
terpretation in Detroit and elsewhere in the nation, in
late 1919 and early 1920, however, these were exceptions

rather than the rule.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The press, as the fourth estate, was made inde-
pendent of government to be a censor and critic of official
actions. The justification for the freedom of the First
Amendment to the U. S. Constitution is in the responsible
evaluation by the press of administrative decisions, leg-
islative deliberations, and governmental policies. News
reporting should serve to inform citizens of the workings
of their government to better enable the intelligent solu-
tion of public problems. The editorial function should
encompass the defense of individual rights and liberties
threatened by governmental encroachment. In 1919-1920,
the individual liberties of a substantial portion of the
alien population of the United States were threatened with
violation by the Department of Justice under the direction
of A. Mitchell Palmer, the attorney general of the United
States. This study will examine the adherence of three
Detroit daily newspapers of general circulation, the Free
Press, the Journal, and the News, to standards of respons-
ible news reporting and editorial commentary during the

Palmer raids, 1919-1920.



History of the Palmer Raids, 1919-1920

The Palmer raids, as part of the Red Scare of
1919-1920, were the result of a number of severe social
and economic dislocations in the United States following
the end of World War I. Inflated prices, an unstable
stock market, labor unrest, and numerous bomb threats
disturbed the sense of national security. In 1919, there
were strikes in the steel industry, coal mining, the
building trades; and among longshoremen, transportation
employees, and stockyard workers. The city of Seattle
experienced a general strike and Boston's police force
walked out. Domestic crises coupled with the Bolshevik
ascendance to power in Russia and the emphasis of the
Communist Third International on a forthcoming world revo-
lution added fear to the elements of instability in the
United States. The organization of the American Communist
and Communist Labor parties in 1919, though weak in actual
numbers, was credited with fomenting much of the labor
unrest in the United States.

The Alien Law of 1918, specifying categories of
aliens subject to deportation, was in part an expression
of nativistic hostility toward foreign elements in American
culture. The deportation of certain aliens was thought to
be the answer to eliminating the divisiveness in American
society. "In favor of deportation are first, the desire

of society for order . . . and besides this, the interest



of the nation in keeping its population free from elements
which are considered undesirable additions to our present

and future stock."l

Thus, the nation-wide raids in Novem-
ber, 1919 and January, 1920, by agents of the U. S. Depart-
ment of Justice under the direction of Attorney General
Palmer, were part of the reaction of conservative America
to combat potential threats to national unity, economic
stability, and a predominantly white Anglo-Saxon racial
composition posed by the newer immigration from Southern
and Eastern Europe.

On November 7, operatives of the Department of
Justice conducted nation-wide raids in eleven cities
against the Federated Union of Russian Workers. Follow-up
raids by local police in various cities continued through
the tenth of November, including raids in Detroit in which
250 members of the Union of Russian Workers were jailed.
Official figures, released on November 10, indicated that
230 aliens were held throughout the nation for deportation
out of a larger number arrested and subsequently released.2

Some 249 of those arrested were deported on Decem-

ber 21, 1919, under the jurisdiction of the Alien Law of

1918 which stated that aliens who were anarchists, believed

lZechariah Chafee, Jr., Freedom of Speech (New
York: Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 1920), p. 284.

2R.obert D. Warth, "The Palmer Raids," South Atlantic
Quarterly, XLVIII (January, 1949), p. 6.




in or advocated the overthrow of the government of the
United States by force, advocated the assassination of
public officials, the unlawful destruction of property, or
who belonged to any radical organizations were subject to

deportation. The S. S. Buford, an old Army troopship,

sailed to Hango, Finland, where the deported persons trav-
eled by train into Soviet Russia. The deportees included
199 members of the Union of Russian Workers who had been
apprehended in the November raids; 43 anarchists who had
previously been scheduled for deportation; and 7 misfits,
criminals, and public charges.3 Among those with criminal
records were Emma Goldman and Alexander Berkman, who were
both well-known for their espousal of violence and anarchy.
The night of January 2, 1920, was set by Attorney
General Palmer for synchronized nation-wide raids by fed-
eral agents against members of the American Communist and
Communist Labor parties. The bulk of arrests were made on
schedule but, as in November, separate raids by local
officials continued for several days after the federal
dragnet had ended. Some 5,000 suspected radicals were
arrested in thirty-three major cities during the raids.
Meeting halls, recreation areas, cafés, and homes were

among the places searched by federal agents for alien

3Robert K. Murray, Red Scare: A Study in National
Hysteria, 1919-1920 (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co.,
1964), p. 207.




radicals. Some 2,500 aliens were held throughout the
nation subject to investigation for deportation after the
January raids.4

The Department of Labor held jurisdiction over the
deportation of suspected alien radicals. During the crit-
ical months from November, 1919 through January, 1920,
William B. Wilson, the secretary of labor, was ill and
John W. Abercrombie, a solicitor in the U. S. Bureau of
Immigration, was made acting secretary of labor. Aber-
crombie was a personal friend of Palmer and was cooperative
in issuing some three thousand warrants for the arrest of
suspected alien radicals.5 On March 6, Louis F. Post,
assistant secretary of labor, replaced Abercrombie, who
took leave of his duties to campaign for senator. Acting
Secretary of Labor Post reviewed some four thousand cases
by the end of June, 1920 and declared approximately 600
aliens subject to deportation; the oﬁhers were granted
their freedom.6

Careful placement of undercover informants, who
worked for the Department of Justice, in radical organiza-
tions was the mainstay of Attorney General Palmer's prepa-
rations for the November and January raids. The agents of

the General Intelligence Division were assigned the task

4Warth, "Palmer Raids," p. 9.

6

SIbid., p. 8. Ibid., p. 18.



of organizing meetings of radical groups for the nights
proposed for the raids. The raids were scheduled at night
as most organization members worked during the day. Night-
time also enhanced the factor of surprise and confusion on
the part of suspected alien radicals who were arrested in
their homes.

The meeting halls of radical organizations were
the places where the federal agents concentrated their
efforts. Following in importance were choral societies
and schools for foreign-born adults; shops operated by
suspected radicals; restaurants and cafés; bowling alleys
and billiard parlors; and social rooms for playing checkers
and other games. Those arrested were frequently in attend-
ance of classes, lectures, concerts, or dances. Sidewalks
outside radical meeting halls and private homes also netted
many alien suspects.

Citizens were not to be detained and an admission
of an alien's membership in a radical organization was
imperative at the time of the arrest. After the January
raids, citizens were released after spending twenty-four
to forty-eight hours in jail in Chicago. In St. Louis,
some citizens were held for as long as six days. Cases
took from two or three days to three weeks to be reviewed

in Detroit.7 Reliable evidence was brought out, in the

7Max Lowenthal, The Federal Bureau of Investigation
(New York: William Sloane Associates, 1950), p. 167.




Senate Judiciary Committee investigations from January to
March, 1921, numbering American citizens as one-half of
the one thousand persons arrested in Detroit in January,
1920.°8

1fMembership in a radical organization was frequently
determined by the Department of Justice on the basis of
mailing lists or lists of prospects for membership. A
person's physical presence at the meeting place of a rad-
ical organization was also taken as proof of affiliation
with the radical group. Many of those who were associated
with radical organizations had no knowledge of the polit-
ical aims of the group.‘#Guilt by association was an ac-
cepted tenet of Attorney General Palmer and his federal
agents making the arrests.9

The deportation law specified use of warrants
issued by the Department of Labor in the arrest of sus-
pected alien radicals. Federal agents were instructed to
secure warrants before arresting any alien, but this re-
quirement was often neglected in practice. Substituted
for a warrant was a forced consent of the suspected person
to allow federal agents to search his personal belongings.
Deportation hearings were conducted in secret with

the exclusion of the public, the press, and the alien's

family. The alien was often unable to speak English and

8 9

Ibid., p. 169. Ibid., p. 184.



the investigator, acting for the secretary of labor, seldom
understood any other language. The alien was not entitled
to counsel at the expense of the government, a right al-
lowed accused criminals. Frequently, the alien was not
able to obtain a lawyer for his defense. Following his
deportation, "all mistakes and wrongs [were] covered by
the intervening ocean."10
The possible effect of the Palmer raids and Buford
deportations on the democratic process was evaluated in
the Senate Judiciary Committee hearings in 1921 and in
1923,
When an alien has been admitted lawfully to the United
States . . . he has a right under our laws to due
process and equal treatment of the laws, just the same
as a citizen has. . . . To arrest him in advance of a
warrant, without probable cause, on mere suspicion, is
certainly going back to barbarism; and . . . if an
alien's rights can be disregarded in that way, the

still more important rlghts of a citizen may likewise
be disregarded. . . Al

Detroit Raids, November, 1919 and
January, 1920

In 1920, Wayne County had a higher percentage of
foreign-born persons than any other county in the Lower

Peninsula of the state of Michigan. Foreign-born white

10Chafee, Freedom of Speech, p. 238.

llU S., Congress, Senate, Charges of Illegal
Practices of the Department of Justice, by Senator Thomas
J. Walsh of Montana, 67/th Cong., 2nd sess., Feb. 5, 1923,
Congxesslonal Record, LXIV, 3005-3015.




persons comprised 35 to 50 percent of the total population

of Wayne County.12

The city of Detroit, with a total popu-
lation of 993,678, had 27,278 Russian-born persons residing
within the city limits.13 Persons born in Russia or of
Russian descent were those persons principally suspected
of radical activities by Attorney General Palmer in 1919
and 1920. The Bolshevik revolution in Russia was largely
responsible for the identification of Russian aliens with
dangerous radicalism in the public mind.
« « « the more conservative elements in American life
saw everywhere the hand of the Third International.
Popular revulsion against the course of revolution in
Russia and fears of what might happen in this country
should the Reds gain more control over labor, become
interacting forces which steadily deepened our hostil-
ity toward the Bolsheviki.l4
More than fifty men, mostly of Russian descent,
were apprehended in Detroit by federal agents on Friday,
November 7, 1919, under the direction of Arthur L. Barkey,
chief of the local representatives of the Department of
Justice. The raid on the alleged headquarters of the

Union of Russian Workers, at 450 Clairpointe Avenue, netted

about twenty men; others were taken at their places of

le. S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the

Census, Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920:
Population, III, 502.

13

Ibid., p. 496.

14Foster Rhea Dulles, The Road to Teheran: The
Story of Russia and America, 1781-1943 (Princeton, N. J.:
Princeton University Press, 1944), p. 162.
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dwelling by federal agents to Detroit police stations.
Two days later, on the tenth of November, Barkey, federal
agents, and local policemen raided Thurner Hall, at 136
Sherman Street, where approximately a thousand persons
were attending a play being presented by the Union of
Russian Workers. About 250 men were arrested; women in
attendance were not detained. Arrested aliens crowded
Detroit jails after the raids. Warrants for deportation
were issued to twenty-five leaders of the Union of Russian
Workers.ls None of the aliens arrested in Detroit in
November, however, sailed on the Buford in late December.

The largest raid in Detroit was staged during the
coast-to-coast dragnet set for the night of January 2,
1920 by Attorney General Palmer. About nine o'clock,
federal agents, supervised by Arthur Barkey, entered the
House of the Masses, a three-story building owned coop-
eratively by members of the Workers' Educational Society,
and the principal meeting place of the Communist party in
Detroit. At the time of the raid, a dance was being held
in the social center; classes were being conducted in
other rooms of the building.

Every male in or near the area of the building was
arrested and taken to jail, including members of the or-

chestra playing for the dance; several men who were having

15Detroit Journal, Nov. 8-11, 1919.
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a drink in the café on the first floor of the building; a
17-year-old high school boy who had been inquiring about a
job; a college instructor who was teaching a class in
physical geography; and one person who had stopped out of
curiosity to see what the disturbance was about. Twenty-
two members of the Workingmen's Sick Benefit and Educa-
tional Society, who were playing checkers in a nearby
hall, were also arrested, mistakenly, as members of the
Industrial Workers of the World, a radical labor organiza-
tion. Altogether, federal agents arrested and confined
about 800 persons in Detroit. More than 350 of those
arrested later proved conclusively that they were either
American citizens or aliens who had no affiliation with
any radical organization.16
The 800 men were held from three to six days in
the fifth floor corridor of the Detroit Federal Building.17
There was little light or ventilation and the men slept on
a bare stone floor at night. Sanitary facilities consisted
of one drinking fountain and one toilet to be used by all
of the men who were detained. No provision had been made
for the feeding of the prisoners; they were fed whatever

food their families or friends brought. Those arrested

were refused communication with relatives or attorneys.

16Frederick R. Barkley, "Jailing Radicals in
Detroit," Nation, CX (Jan. 31, 1920), p. 136.

17Murray, Red Scare, p. 215.
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Prisoners not released after the initial period of
confinement in the Federal Building were transferred to
precinct police stations and the "bull pen" in the Detroit
Municipal Court Building. For seven days, 128 men were
locked in the small cellar room, twenty-four by thirty
feet in size, where they subsisted on coffee and biscuits.
The Department of Justice had no list of those being held;
women and children waited in the Federal Building and
precinct police stations for news of missing friends and
relatives.18

On January 13, the 450 remaining prisoners were
transferred to the Fort Wayne Army barracks, near Detroit.
The 220 aliens, who remained prisoners in March, sent out
an open letter of protest asking for immediate deportation.
One of the prisoners had died from lack of medical atten-
tion; two others, unable to endure the close confinement
and unsanitary conditions, became mentally ill. "The food
we get is foul and we are kept in cold cells, almost with-
out light," the letter said. "The prison guards treat us
brutally, inhumanly.“19

Another three months passed before most of the

prisoners were released after their cases had been re-

viewed by Acting Secretary of Labor Post. James Couzens,

18Warth, "Palmer Raids," p. 1l6.

191pia., p. 17.



13

the mayor of Detroit, said the raids had created a situa-
tion intolerable in a civilized city. The manner of de-
tention of the prisoners, the Detroit commissioner of

health said, was a menace to the public health. A promi-
nent citizen of Detroit compared the resultant confusion
and unsanitary conditions of the alien detainment to the

Black Hole of Calcutta.20

The Three Detroit Daily Newspapers: the
Free Press, the Journal, and the News

The Detroit Free Press was the city's oldest daily

newspaper still published in 1919-1920. The Free Press,

established on May 5, 1831 as the Democratic Free Press

and Michigan Intelligencer, was managed by Sheldon

McKnight. On September 28, 1835, the newspaper, which had
begun as a weekly, became the first successful daily in

the state. The Free Press was turned over to corporate

ownership in 1896. When the newspaper was established in
1831, it was a proponent of Jacksonian democracy; in 1919,
it was listed as being Independent in political affilia-

tion.21 In 1919, the Free Press was a standard-sized,

eight-column daily published every morning from its

2013i4., pp. 16-17.

21George N. Fuller, Detroit and W Wayne Countx, Vol.
III of Historic Michigan, ed. by George B. Catlin (Dayton,
Ohio: National Historical Association, 1928), pp. 228-
232,
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offices on Lafayette Boulevard, with membership in the
Associated Press, a cooperative news-gathering agency.

The Free Press maintained out-of-town business representa-

tives in Washington, D. C., New York, Chicago, San Fran-
cisco, Seattle, and London. Beneath its front-page name-

plate, the Free Press proclaimed itself "Michigan's

Greatest Newspaper." The daily circulation of the Free
Press in 1919 was 124,161; its Sunday circulation was
157,489, %2

The first issue of the Detroit Evening Journal was

printed on September 1, 1883. The newspaper began as a
two-cent evening daily established by Lloyd Brezee. A
stock company was formed on December 6, 1883, and, by
1919, the ownership of the newspaper had changed several
times. On July 21, 1922, the Journal was sold to the

Detroit News.23 In 1919, the Journal was a standard-sized,

eight-column evening daily, with membership in the Asso-
ciated Press. Its political orientation was Independent-
Republican. The daily circulation figures for the Journal

in 1919 were 109,889.2%%

22N. W. Ayer & Sons, Directory: Newspapers and

Periodicals (Philadelphia: N. W. Ayer & Sons, 1920), pp.
431-432.

23Clarence M. Burton and M. Agnes Burton, eds.,
History of Wayne County and the City of Detroit, Mlchlgan,
Vol. I (Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1930), p.
646.

24Ayer, Directory, pp. 431-432.
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The Detroit News was established by James C.

Scripps on August 23, 1873, and the Sunday edition first

appeared on November 30, 1884, as the Sunday News-Tribune.

Scripps's aim was to publish a newspaper of mass circula-
tion.
With no political ends to serve and with entire absence
of ill feeling, the city editor began to handle the
city's news with much of the same freedom that would
be allowed in conversation. It was a revelation to
staid prosy Detroit, and the News quickly got the
reputation of being a "sensational" sheet, although
compared with later up-to-date journals in our larger
cities it was commendably moderate and respectable.25
In 1919, the News was a standard-sized, eight-
column daily published weekday afternoons and Sunday morn-
ings by the Evening News Association, with offices on
Lafayette Boulevard. Independent in political affiliation,
the newspaper boasted of the largest daily circulation in
Detroit at the time, and was the only Detroit newspaper
that printed the previous day's circulation figures on the
front page of every issue. The daily circulation of the
News in 1919 was 220,302; its Sunday circulation was

190,870.2°

Commission on Freedom of the Press:
Journalistic Standards

In 1947, the Commission on Freedom of the Press,

financed by private grants and composed of thirteen men

25Burton, History of Detroit, pp. 644-645.

26Ayer, Directory, pp. 431-432.
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distinguished in the fields of law, communications, his-
tory, and philosophy, published a general report that
dealt with the responsibility of the agencies of mass
communication to inform the people of the United States
about public affairs. The standards established by the
Commission on Freedom of the Press are useful in the
evaluation of daily newspaper coverage of the Palmer raids

by the Detroit Free Press, the Journal, and the News. The

commission named five requirements consistent with the
responsible performance of the press as a disseminator of
public information.

The first requirement was that the media give "a
truthful, comprehensive, and intelligent account of the
day's events in a context which gives them meaning."27
The reporter for a newspaper has a commitment to accuracy.
He must observe and record with care and competence the
news of the day separating firsthand knowledge from rumor.
Fact must be separated from opinion in a news report. A
single fact should be placed in a larger context to lend
perspective to the news account. The activities of the
various social groups in the country need to be inter-

preted to one another with care to present the representa-

tive, rather than the exceptional in group behavior.

27Commission on Freedom of the Press, A Free and
Responsible Press (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1947), p. 21.
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The second requirement was that the agencies of
mass communication provide "a forum for the exchange of

comment and criticism."28

Newspaper publishers are re-
sponsible for reporting significant ideas contrary to
their own in the objective accounting of public affairs.
All the important viewpoints of the various interest
groups of society should be presented by the agencies of
mass communication. Through the mass media various social
groups can develop an understanding of one another. The
sources of facts and opinions should be identified in the
news report to establish the credibility of the account.

The third requirement was that the news report and
editorial commentary project "a representative picture of
the constituent groups in the society."29 The agencies of
mass communication are frequently principal sources relat-
ing fact and opinion to stereotypes. The presentation of
social groups within the confines of stereotyped images
contributes to a distortion of the public judgment regard-
ing that particular social group.

The fourth requirement was a commitment of the
media to "the presentation and clarification of the goals

and values of the society."30 Fair and accurate reports

of groups or ideas contrary to established social goals

28 29

Ibid., p. 23. Ibid., p. 26.

30Ibid., p. 27.
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should be provided to the public. The press should dis-
tinguish between positive and negative social goals, en-
couraging societal attainment of the former.

"Full access to the day's intelligence" was the
fifth requirement suggested by the commission.31 Citizens
must be assured all the information relevant to public
concerns and popular participation in government to facil-
itate government by consent.

The press must know that its faults and errors have
ceased to be private vagaries and have become public
dangers. 1Its inadequacies menace the balance of pub-
lic opinion. It has lost the common and ancient human

liberty to be deficient in its function or to offer
half-truth for the whole.32

Limitations to Standards of
Responsible Journalism

A consideration of possible limitations on the
standards of responsible news reporting is useful in the
examination of the press coverage of the Palmer raids by
the Detroit daily newspapers that were publishing at the
time. Standards of responsible journalism are limited by
the selection and emphasis of news items; word choice;
speed in writing news stories and headlines; carelessness,

indifference, or ignorance on the part of journalists;

3l1pid., p. 28.

32William Ernest Hocking, Freedom of the Press
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1947), p. 197.
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errors or deception by informants; manufactured news and
faking in connection with pictures; and the particular
bias of reporters, editors, or publishers of newspapers.33

A newspaper has a limited amount of space in which
to print all the newsworthy events of a single day. The
position of a news item in the paper; the placement of the
item on a page; the amount of space allotted to the item;
the use of illustrations, prominent headings and type size
are factors affecting the emphasis of a news item. The
emphasis given a news item is often indicative of the news
values of the newspaper. Emphasis can determine the rela-
tive importance or obscurity of any news item.

Word choice can often stray beyond the strict con-
fines of objectivity in news stories and, particularly, iﬁ
headlines. Many persons read only the headline or first
few sentences of the article. The small amount of space
allowed for the headline in news columns can lead to mis-
representation of the main point of the news event. Fre-
quently, the length of the word in the headline is more
important than the meaning implied. Varying shades of
meaning can also be presented through the use of "judgment"
words and phrases. Adjectives are often used unconsciously,
or sometimes deliberately, to "color" the content of a news

story.

33Leon Nelson Flint, The Conscience of the News-
paper: A Case Book in the Principles and Problems of
Journalism (New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1925), pp. 16-
29, 37-49, 51-60.
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The speed and pressure under which most news
stories are written also impair the accuracy and objec-
tivity of news items. Carelessness, indifference, or ig-
norance on the part of reporters or editors frequently
augment the adverse effects of speed and pressure. Re-
porters sometimes use words disregarding the fine shadings
of meaning that may be implied.

In economic affairs, the ignorance of the typical
American newspaper man is most marked. . . . It is not
surprising that he stamps as "bolshevistic," "radical,"
"socialistic," or "anarchistic" . . . all plans for
altering the status quo, or that_he utterly confuses
the news relating to such plans.3

Evidence is often misrepresented by reporters
through the casual acceptance as fact of the uncorroborated
statements of single individuals. The reporter frequently
does not consider the official or personal bias that might
cause a person to misrepresent the facts. The reporter
has an obligation to be skeptical of statements of fact
issued by government sources or political leaders. These
could be expressions of opinion guided by selfish motives.
The reader should be watchful of the semi-official or
semi-authoritative but anonymous statement. Included in
this category are phrases, such as, "officials of the

State Department," "government and diplomatic sources,"

"reports reaching here," and "it is stated on high

34Nelson Antrim Crawford, The Ethics of Journalism
(New York: Borzoi Press, 1924), p. /6.
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authority that." A minor bureaucrat, a paid agent, a
chance acquaintance, a dinner table conversation, or hotel
lobby gossip may be the source behind the ambiguous
statement.35

Manufactured news is an obstacle to responsible
journalism based more on contrivance than carelessness.
Falsification does occur most often, however, when the
actual facts are unobtainable and rumor is printed instead.
The press agent seeking free publicity for his concern,
the advance story that never materializes, and the rewrite
man who develops a full-blown story from a few meager
facts are sources of manufactured news. Faking in con-
nection with pictures is accomplished by the setting up of
photographs or through the use of sophisticated developing
techniques.

The bias of reporters, editors, or publishers of
newspapers can contribute to news distortion. The news
can be influenced by the social and economic circumstances
of the publisher; thus, the news can reflect a particular
class orientation. Reporters or copy editors may fear
that a political or economic story will not be printed if
the story is impartial or liberal in its evaluation of an

issue. The newspaper caters to a mass audience; it can

351bid., p. 78.
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sometimes sacrifice accuracy and objectivity to present
the stereotyped images held by the mass of the people.
The newspaper . . . is essentially a herd institution
« « « A long list of taboos--sexual, political, eco-
nomic, and social--are dogmas of the American faith.
. « « the dogmas of American faith are subject to no
critical examination. . . . newspapermen in part are
themselves influenced to believe what the herd be-
lieves, because they are essentially of the herd,
while in part they consciously publish through fear
what they believe the herd wants--as they say, they
"give the public what it wants."36
The standards of journalistic responsibility, es-
tablished by the Commission on Freedom of the Press, pro-
vide guidelines for the evaluation of the news reporting
and editorial commentary provided readers of the three
Detroit newspapers during the Palmer raids. A considera-
tion of possible violations of these standards is also
important to the study. The selection and emphasis of
news items; word choice; carelessness, indifference, or
ignorance on the part of journalists; errors or deception
by informants; manufactured news and faking in connection
with pictures; and the particular bias of reporters,
editors, or publishers are factors with the potential to
impede the responsible fulfillment of the journalistic
function. A consideration of the news coverage and edi-

torial commentary of the three Detroit daily newspapers,

the Free Press, the Journal, and the News, will attempt

361pi4., pp. 88, 91.
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to ascertain whether they were voices of conservative
reaction or vehicles in the vanguard of progressive lib-
eralism at a time when the citizenry was confronted with a
critical challenge to democratic precepts by irresponsible

governmental action.



CHAPTER II

THE NOVEMBER RAIDS

National Scene in November 1919

Cities and small towns across the United States
celebrated the first anniversary of the signing of the
armistice ending World War I on November 11, 1919; parades
and confetti, however, were merely token tributes to an
illusion of peace. The memory of the war was still part
of the national conscience. Headlines in newspapers re-
minded readers of disagreement in the top echelons of
governmental power over the signing of the peace treaty.
The Senate approved the treaty stipulating non-participa-
tion of the United States in the League of Nations; but,
Allied military aid to the czarist armies fighting against
the Bolshevik forces in Russia entailed the loss of Ameri-
can lives and prolonged the war spirit. Newspapers in
Detroit reported the silent homecoming of the bodies of
the men in the local 339th Army Division who had died
fighting on the Russian front in 1919.

Coupled with the memory of the war and the influence
of the conflict in Russia on the public mind was the closer

reality of domestic strife. 1In early November, 1919, the

24
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steel strike was termed a manifestation of industrial bar-
barism by a Senate committee investigation. A court in-
junction was issued to strikers to end the coal dispute
before the winter freeze. The Detroit City Council pon-
dered the problem of public street car transportation as
residents in neighboring Toledo, Ohio, walked to work.
Human interest stories in the Detroit newspapers

echoed the theme of war and conflict. The Free Press re-

ported on November 8 the efforts of police to find a lost
Ohio girl who was grieving over the death of her soldier
sweetheart. Exhortations for charitable contributions to
the Detroit Patriotic Fund, published in the three Detroit
daily newspapers, appealed to the still prevalent war
psychology.
A year ago our doughboys were going over the top with
a dash that gave Detroit high rank on the nation's
Roll of Honor. Now the drums are silent, the captains
and the kings have departed, and the national reaction
from standing at attention threatens each one of us.
We cannot have been through this war in vain; we must
not slip back into evasions and selfishness to the ex-
tent of losing sight of the sick and the afflicted,
the poor and needy.
The nation, sipping near beer and non-alcoholic wine, con-
templated international conflict and its domestic tensions
while voting for the permanent extension of the War-time

Prohibition Act state by state.

lDetroit Free Press, Nov. 9, 1919, p. 16.
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Detroit Free Press: News Reporting
of the November Raids

Fear of an upset of the economic and social status
quo in the United States fixed in a large segment of the
conservative public mind the possibility of the overthrow
of the government by a radical element indoctrinated in
bolshevism. An eight-column, page-one banner headline in

the Free Press announced that fifty alleged Reds were ar-

rested in Detroit as part of the nation-wide raids on
Friday, November 7, 1919. The twenty men taken from the
hall at 450 Clairpointe Avenue and others arrested in

their homes were said, by the Free Press, to have been

active in Detroit in preaching the overthrow of the gov-
ernment. The phrase "disciples of direct action" was used
to describe their revolutionary intent.2 The statements
were not verified by reference to either fact or a specific
source of authority.

The raid on the Clairpointe Avenue hall entailed
lively scuffling, but federal agents managed to subdue and
handcuff the twenty men while awaiting reinforcements to
aid in the escort of the prisoners to the Owen Building,
the federal Department of Justice headquarters, for ques-

tioning. A reporter for the Free Press described the

scene, using adjectives laden with bias.

21pid., Nov. 8, 1919, p. 1.
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. « o the offices were crowded with heavy-featured,
sullen foreigners. Some of them were still rubbing
their eyes, indicating that they had been asleep when
the government sleuths swept down on them. They ranged
in age from about 18 to 60 years. For the most part,
they were typical of the foreign laborer. But, here
and there, in the disgguntled group, was the "soft-
handed" agitator type.

The reportorial emphasis of the Free Press on
November 8 was on the Detroit raids, followed by shorter
stories on the raids in New York, Chicago, Philadelphia,
Newark, St. Louis, and Ansonia and Waterbury, Connecticut.
Agents in New York arrested two hundred persons to start
the nation-wide roundup. Thirty-six warrants had been
issued by Anthony J. Caminetti, federal commissioner gen-
eral of immigration, for the arrest of the two hundred
persons in New York said to have been active in the in-
dustrial unrest of the country. The news story overlooked

the importance of the arrest of two hundred persons with

the authority of thirty-six warrants. The Free Press fre-

quently reported hearsay as fact under the general attri-
bution of "it was said."

The raids, taking place on the eve of the widely ad-
vertised celebrations of the second anniversary of the
establishment of the soviet government in Russia, were
said to have nipped in the bud a country-wide plot
openly to defy governmental authority. This has been
advocated, it was said, for several weeks by combined
radical elements, the I.W.W., anarchists, and Russian
agitators. Pamphlets and other literature to this ef-
fect are in Rossession of the Department of Justice,
it was said.

3 4
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On November 9, the Sunday edition of the Free
Press headlined the raids as a deathknell to radicalism in

Detroit. The Free Press reported the opinions of govern-

mental authorities without questioning their validity.
Unsubstantiated generalizations and personal prejudices
were frequently reported as facts. A sub-head and the
text of a news story reiterated the personal prejudice of
Arthur Barkey, chief of the federal agents in Detroit.
"They are great among themselves, but as individuals they
are yellow to the neck," Barkey said in a description of
the persons arrested in Detroit.5 Detroit was said to
have been a hotbed of radicalism that had caused alarm in
the city for months. The Union of Russian Workers had
been kept under surveillance by federal agents. An un-
identified source stated that there were six schools in
Detroit that taught the principles of bolshevism under the
guise of sociology. The information reported in the news
columns indicated that the Russian Union presented a psy-
chological threat more than a demonstrable physical
menace.

An article in the Sunday supplement of the Free
Press explained the views of General Leonard Wood, United
States Army, in an in-depth interpretation of the bolshevik

menace. The problems brought about by American labor,

SIbid., Nov. 9, 1919, p. 1.
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according to General Wood, were the result of infiltration
by illiterate aliens who were ignorant of our language and
institutions. The bolshevik inclinations of the aliens
were roused to a peak by unprincipled agitators. The dis-
gruntled foreigner exaggerated the pleasant features of
life in his own country and the hardships attendant upon
life in the United States. The agitator capitalized upon
these feelings and turned the well-meaning foreigner into
a dangerous radical. As a solution to the radical problem,
General Wood suggested the passage of stringent laws to
regulate the quality of immigration allowed to enter the
United States and the swift deportation of aliens already
in the country who were inimical to American institutions.6
A report by the Free Press Washington correspond-
ent, William P. Simms, was front-page news in the Sunday
edition. Simms capitalized on the continuation of the
conflict psychology in the United States, describing the
raids as an effective measure in the war against the Reds.
The steel strike investigation, coal strike injunction,
alien arrests, and demand for deportations were interpreted
in the article as first steps in a new policy on the part
of government authorities to eliminate labor despotism in

7

the United States. Nativistic hostility and the desire

6Edward S. Van Zile, "American Democracy Will Put
End to Bolshevism, Says General Wood," ibid., p. 5.

7William P. Simms, "U. S. in Finish Fight on Reds,"
ibido' p. lc
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on the part of American industry to maintain the economic
status quo were the unstated reasons behind the government
raids. The Free Press implicitly supported both in its
news columns.

Following the Friday night raid was a larger raid,
Saturday, on Branch No. 6 of the Union of Russian Workers
located in Thurner Hall at 136 Sherman Street. About 1,500
persons were present in the hall watching a Russian play
when federal agents interrupted the continuation of the
performance. A reporter interjected his own bias in the

news story, which appeared in the Free Press on Monday,

November 10.

The plan was to await until the play was over. But
the piece was longer than "Hamlet," and perhaps even
less to the liking of the federal agents and policemen,
as the lines were in the Russian language. So, at a
signal from his chief, one of the department of justice
operatives, a native of Russia, stepped to the stage
at 11 o'clock. The startled players gaped as their
"lines" were thus interrupted. The pompous person in
charge of the amateur production rushed from the wings.
An excited buzz started from the audience. The play
was supposed to be a comedy, but the atmosphere was
charged with something that wasn't funny.8

The building was surrounded by federal agents and
Detroit police. Women in the audience were permitted to
leave through the main exit. The men were instructed to
line up on the right side of the hall. The orders were

complied with except for the few women who clutched the

81bid., Nov. 10, 1919, p. 1.
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arms of their husbands or male companions. The men were
searched and questioned by the federal agents. The 250
men suspected of radicalism in the opinion of the ques-
tioning federal agents, were taken to city, county, and
federal jails throughout Detroit. Arthur Barkey, chief of
the federal agents in Detroit, said in an interview with a

Free Press reporter that the raid yielded much inflammatory

literature and that many of the men in the hall had Red
pamphlets in their pockets. The exact nature of the lit-
erature or pamphlets found in the Detroit raid was not
specified in the news report.

A secondary front-page story on November 10 elab-
orated on the philosophy of the Union of Russian Workers.
The Russian union was an organization that believed in no
God or master and desired to put an end to all government

by any means, the Free Press headline said. Anonymous

officials said the literature seized in the raids was of a
most inflammatory nature and made no effort to hide the
program of death and destruction of the Russian union. No
specific reference was made to particular articles or
authors of the seized literature though ample material was

quoted in the news columns of the Free Press.9

The Free Press New York correspondent, William N.

Hardy, reported statements, by federal investigators in

Ibid.
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New York, which described the persons arrested in Detroit
as the "worst type of radicals preaching the overthrow of

orderly government."lo

The names of foreigners said to
have been involved in radical activities since the Commu-
nist convention in Detroit in 1914 and in January, 1919,
were in the possession of federal authorities. New York
officials had the names of many Detroit radicals. Lists
of contributors to the I. W. W. defense fund had been dis-
covered in the raids, as well as the names of Michigan men
and women who had written articles for magazines barred
from the mails. Performers, mostly women, in the produc-
tions of the Revolutionary Dramatic Club in Michigan were
on the government's list of radicals.

Collectors and contributors of money for the legal
defense of Jukka (John) Toiva, who was arrested at Timmons,
Ontario, for distributing I. W. W. literature, and others
who were arrested at Houghton, Michigan, were listed by

the Department of Justice as radicals. A news report in

the Free Press described the radical activities of a par-

ticular alien couple.

John Pancener, of Detroit, and Mrs. Alma Pancener,

presumably his wife, are identified as active in the
revolutionary movements. Mrs. Pancener is described
as director of free employment bureaus with an office
at 215 Gratiot Avenue, Detroit. Mr. Pancener served

loWilliam N. Hardy, "Detroit's Radicals of Worst
Type, Say Federal Agents," ibid.
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part of a term at Leavenworth and immediately upon
being released on_bail he became a traveling speaker
for the I. W. W.ll

John and Alma Pancener were reported by the Free Press to

be undesirables who should be deported as soon as possible.

The Free Press reported the government's position

for conducting the raids in its news columns. No photo-
graphs accompanied the news stories on the November raids.
Statements about the arrested aliens were often generaliza-
tions substantiated only by reference to anonymous author-
ities. There were no interviews with the arrested aliens
or attempts to report the effect of the raids from an
alien's point of view. The legal basis for the raids was
accepted without question. Also accepted without question
was the predetermined association of "alien" and "foreign-
er" with "Red" and "radical." After three days of coverage

of the raids, the news focus of the Free Press changed to

reporting the Centralia, Washington, disturbances and the

coal strike settlement.

Detroit Free Press: Editorial Interpretation
of the November Raids

Ideological conformity to reactionary conservatism

was the mainstay of Free Press editorial opinion. The

steel and coal strikes were linked with a presumed

1l1pid., p. 3.
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Bolshevik infiltration of labor by Free Press editors.

The I. W. W. agitators went underground to convert the
ranks of trades union laborers to their philosophy of
radicalism. The endorsement by Samuel Gompers, president
of the American Federation of Labor, of the miners' strike
was interpreted as an example of defiance of governmental
authority and an incitement for others to do likewise.

The Free Press considered the aims of the A. F. of L. as

being compatible with those of the Union of Russian Work-
ers. Any attempt to disturb the economic and social status
quo, by bettering the wages and working conditions of
laborers, was labeled as radical in the editorial columns

of the Free Press.12

The root of radicalism in the United States was
attributed to the foreign element. Naturalization of the
foreigner was not synonymous with Americanization in the

opinion of Free Press editors. Foreigners continued to

live in ethnic enclaves and to send their children to
schools whose teachers taught in the language of their
nationality. The Americanization of immigrants was inhib-
ited because they spoke a foreign language, observed na-
tional customs, and displayed a singular disposition to
vote in conformity with other immigrants in their district

or ward. Immigrant sentiments were rooted to their native

1254itorial, ibid., Nov. 11, 1919, p. 4.
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lands and their loyalties belonged to their particular
countries of origin. The implication, in the editorial

commentary of the Free Press, was that foreigners were

enemies, just as the Germans were enemies during the war,
and should be regarded and treated as such.

The men who did the dirty work of the German kaiser in
this country during the war . . . were all, or nearly
all, naturalized Americans. The possession of natura-
lization papers did not incline their hearts toward
America. It merely served them as a cloak to cover
their nefarious work and gave them opportunities to
carry it on, and it was undoubtedly for that very
purpose that they became American citizens. They
could knife us in the dark so much more_easily, and
with so much more safety to themselves.

The Free Press endorsed a positive government pro-

gram for eliminating the radical influence in the United
States. If the laws against preaching sedition and the

overthrow of the government were inadequate, the Free Press

advocated the immediate passage of stronger laws. Strict
regulation of all foreign language publications was urged

by the editors of the Free Press because the United States

was an English-speaking country with no need for informa-

tion in foreign tongues. In the opinion of the Free Press

editors, the founders of the republic did not guarantee
free speech and free press for the utterance of seditious
propaganda. The exact nature of seditious propaganda was

not defined in the editorial. The Free Press outlined

131pid., Nov. 10, 1919, p. 4.
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several choices to be considered in the disposition of the
cases of the arrested aliens.

Those who are found guilty of murder or are found to
be accessory to murder can be eliminated as all crimi-
nals of their type are eliminated. The others can be
shipped out of the United States and they ought to be
given much less consideration than they are receiving.
They ought to be dumped unceremoniously on the coun-
tries whence they came; and for a farewell handed a
good dose of the medicine sometimes known as "the fear
of God."14

Detroit Journal: News Reporting of the
November Raids

The lead story on Saturday, November 8, in the
Journal was a summary of the nation-wide roundup of aliens
regarded by the federal government with suspicion. The
national summary was followed by a subsidiary story re-
porting the Detroit raids. The Journal printed longer,
more detailed statements of Attorﬁey General Palmer than

did the Free Press. The aliens arrested were all said to

be leaders in the Union of Russian Workers, which was
described by Palmer as the "worst anarchistic organization

in the country."15

Members of the Russian union were said
to be conducting an active propaganda campaign for social
revolution in the United States. Most of the arrested

persons were Russians. A counterfeiting plant; a large

14Ibid., Nov. 17, 1919, p. 4.

15Detroit Journal, Nov. 8, 1919, p. 1.
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supply of counterfeit bank notes; materials used in making
bombs; rifles; revolvers; red flags; and tons of inflamma-
tory literature were seized in the nation-wide raids. The
destructive potential of the confiscated material was as-
sumed in the news report.16
More than fifty men were apprehended Friday,

November 7. The men, mostly of Russian descent, were
transported in several patrol wagons to the Owen Building
for interrogation. They were said to be suspected of the
radical intent to institute governmental changes by means
of bombs and terrorism. The descriptions of the arrested

men reported in the Journal differed significantly from

those printed in the Free Press. The men were described

as being well-dressed, averaged twenty-five years of age,
and had no appearance of belonging to the criminal class.
The Journal news report said that a few of those arrested
were citizens and others had filed their first papers to
obtain United States citizenship. The Journal mentioned
that local officials of the Department of Justice had not
disclosed any destructive intent on the part of the ar-

rested aliens. A few of the leaders were to be held for
deportation, but most of the men were to be released.17

The Journal allotted more column inches in its

news stories for detailed coverage of the national raids

16 17

Ibid. Ibid.
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than did the Free Press. News reports on raids in Chicago

and New York followed the local coverage. Preparations
for a reign of terror in Chicago were said to have been
discovered by a Department of Justice agent who infiltrated
the ranks of the radicals. The two hundred or more persons
gathered in the Russian People's House on the lower East
Side of New York were surprised by the raid. Aliens were
attending a class. Police in New York said that those
arrested were listening to a radical lecture; the students
said that they were attending a class, trying to learn
English. The Journal, in an Associated Press wire story,
reported that the men seized in New York, with several
women among them, were herded together and subjected to
severe beatings.18
The Journal did not publish a Sunday edition. The
next news report on the raids appeared in the edition for
Monday, November 10, following the complete Saturday night
roundup. The men arrested on Saturday night were said to
have advocated the disregard of governmental authority and
the elimination of human and property rights. The news
report of the Saturday night raid at Thurner Hall in
Detroit, during the presentation of the Russian play,
which appeared in the Journal on November 10 was substan-

tially different from the news account in the Free Press.

181hid., p. 2.
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It was the plan of the government men to wait until
the play ended before they made their presence known,
but at 11 o'clock they decided that it was time to act.
One of the agents who speaks the Russian language
stepped to the stage. The startled players halted
their act and showed symptoms of panic. A suave
gentleman who was directing the play rushed from the
wings. . . . Women clutched the arms of their male
companions and not a few uttered wild cries, but the
orders were complied with. There was no disturbance.1?
A human interest story on standing room only at
the Detroit jails appeared in the Journal on November 10.
Facts that deserved serious consideration were reported
with banal humor. Many prisoners already confined in the
jails were released to make room for the 250 arrested
aliens. The aliens were put in cells with gamblers,
drunks, and other miscellaneous offenders. Some of the
prisoners had to spend the night standing up, because of
the critical shortage of space in the jail. The importance
of the conditions in the jail was negated by the flippant
style of the news report.

No photographs accompanied the news report of the

raids. The Journal, like the Free Press, did not interview

any of the arrested aliens, or present the point of view
of the arrested persons. The Journal also failed to con-
sider the legal authority behind the raiding procedure.
The position of the government was affirmed in the news

reports in the Journal.

191pid., Nov. 10, 1919, p. 2.
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Detroit Journal: Editorial Interpretation
of the November Raids

The editorials in the Journal were vehemently pro-
government and, at times, vindictive in tone and implica-
tion in supporting the alien arrests. The association.
between radicalism and the foreign population was firmly
established by the Journal editors. The Journal warned
complacent foreigners to enlist themselves in a program of
militant Americanization of the radical alien element.
Unless the foreign population succeeded in Americanization,
the editors warned, they were to anticipate the application
of restrictive immigration laws to their countries of
origin and the deportation of alien agitators.20

The Journal articulated upon the atrocities of the
Bolsheviks in Russia and implied that alien radicals in
the United States harbored‘the same inhuman tendencies.
The Russian Bolsheviks had instituted a program of na-
tionalization of all children. Children in Russia were
said to be the property of the state. Parents who refused
to give their children to the state were imprisoned.
Journal editors stated that countless Russian mothers had
gone insane or had committed suicide when they were forced

to comply with bolshevik policy.21

20p4itorial, ibid., Nov. 14, 1919, p. 4.

2l1pid., Nov. 15, 1919, p. 4.
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The Journal inveighed against the careless use of
the word "radical." Former President Theodore Roosevelt
and David Lloyd George, prime minister of Great Britain,
were radicals in the good sense of the word, the Journal
editors observed. The aliens termed radicals at the time
of the raids were little more than wild-eyed fanatics, in
the opinion of the Journal editors.22 The parlor Reds of
American stock shared a guilt equal to that of the alien
agitators in the attempts to disrupt American society.
The publishers of the Nation, the Liberator, and the New
Republic, periodicals of opinion; newspapers that denied
approval of governmental tactics in their columns; and
college professors dedicated to objectivity, rather than
to government propaganda, were designated parlor Reds by
the Journal editors.23

The Journal was positive in its conviction that
the American Way of Life in 1919 would remain undisturbed
by the adjustments following the First World War, the
propaganda of the subversive foreign influence, and the
disruptive industrial strikes. America was to remain true
to the image conceived by its founding fathers as a democ-
racy for the people, the Journal said, despite the conflict

between labor and capital and polarization of liberals and

221pi4., Nov. 12, 1919, p. 4.

231pid., Nov. 11, 1919, p. 4.
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conservatives. The Journal applauded the raiding tactics
of the government agents and called for sterner measures
to eliminate the radical menace.

This city has had more than its share of yapping mad-
men, who have been rhapsodizing these many months
publicly and privately and it has been only a question
of time until the heavy hand of authority would put
sudden end to their zealous ravings and their irra-
tional adhesion to a program of outright revolution.
Leniency and tolerance have allowed their meetings and
publications to inflame the ignorant and misguided,
the foreigner and the ne'er-do-well, the vagabond and
the vicious until the festering blemish has become a
menace. . . . in applying forceful methods the govern-
ment is only beating the bolsheviks at their own game
and in the extermination of venomous reptiles and in
fighting infectious epidemics, energetic measures are
the most reliable and most effective in protecting the
great body of society.24

Detroit News: News Reporting of the
November Raids

The News was the only general circulation daily in
Detroit to summarize the legal basis for the Palmer raids
in its news columns. The News also was the only newspaper
in Detroit to print a story considering the position of
the arrested aliens. A story by a News Washington corres-
pondent, Louis L. Goodnow, which appeared five days after
the first raid, explained that only aliens were subject to
deportation. No American citizen, either native or nat-
uralized, was eligible for deportation. The raids were

conducted under the authority of the general immigration
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law that applied solely to aliens. Federal agents were
instructed to arrest only those aliens who had advocated
violent overthrow of the American government.25

A week after the raids, the Detroit Sunday News
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