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PURPOSE

Conscious home management and its effect on the family has
leng been a topic of discussion, Home management, Yamily life, and
Caild Development edncators have often concerned themgelves with the
factors of family sise amd the age of the children in their relation
to the actual menagement practices of the homemaker,

The purpose of this study is to determine the relationship
of economic level, residence, pareamtal education (imcluding the Home
Zeonomics training of the Mother), amd family sisze to five specific
items relating to Child Development: (1) toy purchases, (2) purchas-
ing of househeld furnishings, (3) reading material bought for children,
(4) the method used to prevent the mismse of toys and furnishings,
and (8) the amount of time spemt on child care and training by the
fanmily membders,

The statistics analysed irn this study are a part of the
material collected by BEvelyn Zwemer of Michigan State College under the
direction eof Dr, Irma Gross, head of the department of Home Management
and Child Development.



GENIRAL INFORMA TION CONCERNING THE CRIGINAL STUDY

The purpose of the stady "Management in Michigan Homes" was to de-
termine what fagtors in the home influenced the management practices of that
home, It is génerally written and accepted that family sise and the age of
the children have a definite effect on the practices of homemakers: dug
what other factors play a part in the nanagement of the household had yet to
be determined., Consideration and investigation were to be given the factors
of economic level, place of residence, parental education, Home Economics
training of the Mother, the hmsband's occupation, the homemaker's incentives
for conscieus management, and the effect of labor saving devices, These and
other similar topics were used as a dasis for farming a schednle to dbe used
in interviewing the homemakers.

After a prel iminary survey of research methods, leading to the
decision to use the schedile and interview method, a schedule was developed.
One person did all the interviewing, The interviews were degua in the
fall of 1939 and completed at the end of 194l.

The sampling for thisg management study was taken from seven Michigan
counties, Menominee in the Upper Peninsmula, Bensie, Charlevoix, Saginaw,
thiawassee, Kent, and Berrien in the Lower Peninsula,

Blght eligibility requirements and five dasic controls were set up
to establish the sempling, They were:

1. Only families of the white race.

2, Yamilies who were independent financially.

3. No bdroken families.

4, Temilies ntabl'uhed for at least one year.



S, TYamilies whose members were living together as a group,

6. Households which included only one family.

7. Tamilies in which the homemeker's chief occupation was
homnemaking.

8. Yamilies keeping roomers and doarders providing the mumder

wvas three or fewer.

Basic Comtrols:

1, Commnity, PFifty per cent farm families, villages under
1,000 poprulation, (25 per cent), and villages with a popu-
lation from 1,000 te 2,500 (25 per eemt)., When the data
were analyzed, they were put into two groups eanly. Both
sised villages were analyzed together.

2. Meonomic 1level, Three economic levels: comfort, medium,
and low, They were set wp as follows; farm families with
amual money income $750 or less in the low economic group,
farn families $750 to $1,750 anmally the medium economic
level, and those exceeding $1,750 comfort level. Village
femilies with income to $1,000 on low level, medium $1,000
to $2,500 a year, end comfort level above $2,500 anmually.

3, TYamily composition, Unbroken homes of three types: child-
less families, families with one or two children, and
families with more than two children.

4, Age of children, Three groups of approximately even sise:
children under five years of age, children five to sixteen
yoars of age, and childrem over sixteen,

5, Occupation of Head of Household., JFarmers 50 per eet,



Itrepreneurs 5 per cent, Salaried persons, 3 per cent, and Wage
Barners, 25 per ecent.

A report of some of the findings from this study have been written
in the Michigan State College Agricultural Experiment Station Technical
Balletin 196, "Management in Mjchigan Homes" by Dr, I, H, Gross and Migs
L. A. Zwemer, In the area of accepted managerial practices there was noted
a wide acceptance of the conservation of materials; the study showed a
need for reaching the loewer economic group before any action could be
establighed on recommended practices,

The fanily managenent pattern was largely democratic - usually the
husband and wife participated, There was however a need for including
children in decisions concerning family management., Rising economic level
sprarently 4id mot insure a rise in democratic methods.

Michigan homemskers in this study were definitely aware of the
many tangible snd intangible aspects of management, Consciously and un-
consciously they spent their feamily resources to increase spiritaal,

aesthetic, and commnity 1life,



SAMPLING AND QUESTIONS USED FCR THIS STUDY

Two hundred and twenty-£ive cases from the original study of 382
homes were used for this thesis, Of these, 112 were families with children
from birth te five years of age and 110 familes with children five to six-

teenyears of age,

The families were divided as follows:

: s
Factors t Children O = § years of age : Children § = 16 years of age
H H
: ]
Bconomic t Comfor ¢ Medium Low $ Comfort Medium Low
level H . ) 44 33 H 38 368 36
H H
Residence : Tarm Village : Farm Village
s 80 62 t 50 60
] H
Parental t 8 yrs, 8.,5-12 12,6-16 18 or ¢ 8 yrs, 8,512 12,5-16 16 or
education ! or less more ! Or less more
H 12 58 34 8 Tt 26 52 29 3
3 H
Tanily H 1 2-3-4 S or mre ¢t 1 2-3-4 5 or more
sise [ 29 68 18 t 2 74 16
] H

L

The questions from the schedule which were used as a dasis for this
study are listed below with the page mumber following to indicate the loca-
tion of the question in the mimeographed schednle.

1, Composition of femily - age and edncation (p.l).

2, The time spent on child care and training by the family

neabers (p.2).

&

Home Econmomics training of the mother (p.Z2).

‘p

Economic level (p.4).

5. Residence (p.4)

6., List of the last five toy purchases with an evaluation
as to their durability bty the homemakers (p,12).



7. Metheds used to prevent the misuse of toys. (p, 12)
8, JYuraishings bought with durability in mind if there are
small childrea in the family. (p. 12)

9, Magazine purchases (Recorded on dack page of schednle

by interviewer.)

Throughout the tables and discussions a division of material has
boon made according to the age level of the majority of children in the
fanily, These families in which the majority of the children were five
years of age or younger are considered in the birth to five year group.
Temilies in which the majority of childrea were over five years of age were
classed in the upper level group of five to sixteen years, A family might
however have a child in the age group in which it was not classified, This
fact accounts for what might otherwise de a questionadble purchase, for
example, a rattle by a family classified in the five to sixteen group,

In order to facilitate a greater use of the material in a more
readadle form many of the tadles to follow are based on a frequency index,
This index was determimed by dividing the total mumber of purchages (whether
it was toys, furnishings, or reading material) bty the number of cases con-
cerned with that particular problem. An index of 1,00 therefore would
indicate one purchage per family, Aa iandex of less than 1,00 shows the
purchase of fewer tham one article per family while an index above 1,00
indicates the purchase of more than one article by the families interviewed.

The section on daradbility of the toys purchased needs explanation
only on the point of the determimation of duradility, The homemakers when
asked their last five toy purchoses were also asked to evaluate the dura-
bility of esch as to its being sturdy or fragile, There is therefore no
assurance that toys rated sturdy dy one homemaker would have been classi-
fied the same by another homemeker,
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It will de well to dear in mind in using the tables on the time
spent on child care that the number of hours was estimated by the home-
seker, There is room for question as to the exactness of her judgment of

the time consumed in child care, training, and guidance by other family

members,



SURVEY OF THE LITFRATURE

A general survey of the research and periodical literature avail-
able which wounld relate to the topics included in this study brings little
of significant value to the front,

fhe Child Development Abstracts for the last five years present
no research material applicable to the problem, The Readers Guide, Educa-
tion Index, amd the indexes of popular magazines show occasional literature
of a pepular mature tut the articles Auldon have any statistical evidence
behind them. The mbdject of toy purchases has enjoyed the most popular
appeal, Opinions on cheice of toys are found in such magazines as Ladies

Home Journal and Pu'onu' Magazine,

(a) Toy purchases

In the area of toy purchases muchlas dbeen written on the toys which
best perfora certain needs of the child, Xawin (14) has set up a list of
good toys fer the various age groups also pointing out the specific function
in child growth shich each toy, or group of toys, will develop, Miss Kawin
classifies the toy functions into eight groups: strength and ekill, con-
structive er creative play, dramatic or imitative play, soecizl development,
artistic development, knowledge toys, science or mechanical, and hobbdies.

The Merrill=Palmer school (23) has recommended a list of toys for
special age groups which would serve as an aid in the purchasing of childrens
toys.

Lebman (18) ramked in order of preferemce the play activities liked
best by deys and girls below the third grade level, Among the boys the first
six choices in order of preference were! playing with balls, dlocks, and

wagons, playiag house, riding a horse, playing hide and seek: reading was



last in the group of twenty-five activities. In the girls' first six
choices were: playing house, dolls, school, hide and seek, tag, and play-
ing with balls, Ter this group reading was eighteenth out of twenty-five,
In a similar study done by Lehman of a gifted group of bdoys and girls the
best liked activity was reading books,

The Masters thesis writtean by Carrie Nclain of Michigan State
College (22) presented the views of a group of lansing (Michigan) mothers
concerning care for the Preschool child in the home and their attitudes
toward Nursery schools, Miss Mclain found the most popular children's
toys, as reported by the Mothers, to dbe those concerned with motor activity
such as wagons, tricycles, and sleds. Housekeeping toys and dolls rated
second, The above anthor found a lack of interest on the part of the
Mothers interviewed in toys for "btuilding smnd making things." Aa apparent
disinterest was shown in the provision of secial opportumities, toys, and
aesthetic materials suitadle for children, Yew of the Mothers were con-
scious of the child's neceds for mpervised play.

According to Garrison (9) toys are the tools of play, the materials
by which a child learns, %o this author play materials are: miniature repro-
dnctions of adult 1ife objects, skill toys, toys for the creation of useful
and beam ti ful odjects, or aesthetic, artistic or literary., The best play
materials for a child should (1) stimlate self-activity, (2) reach the
child at his own level of development, (3) be good looking, (4) be of good
workmanship, (5) sanitary, snd (6) be chosen for both cooperative and self
play.

Louise Homer (13) has found that the best toys help to build per-
sonality, develop good hadits such as self-reliance and taste, and also
€ive pleasure. Good toys have several points in common, They are always

the right size for the child, teach rhythm and ceordination, are safe, and
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lastly are wisely selected considering the childe interests and abilities,

Arlitt (3) writes in agreement with other amthors that a child's
toys mast be chosen for durability rather tham detailed perfection since
they must withstand a variety of condi ions in everyday play.

Catherine Landreth, in her book, "Education of the Young Child"
(17), emphasises the need for a variety of motor activities, therefore
she recommends toy purchases which would lead to such activities as rumning,
Jumping, pashing, hitting, hammering, etc. She also states that if a
young childs skill development is to follow a pattern of progressive
development the equipment furnished him mst chal lenge him to gradual
increase of muscular action and coordination,

Garrison and Sheehy (10) in discussing toy selection indicate the
value of toys having to do wi th housekeeping activities., Such equipment
provides doth play and practical interest for the child.

Lamberts' "School's Out" (18) shows the value of toys for dramatic
rlay in stating that this type of play is as important a part of the childs
development as is physical play. To Lambert dolls are of great significance
as they help children dramatise their owm personal situations.

Apparently there has been sufficient interest 4m ths part of doth
edncators and parents in the area of toy purchases to have brought about
some research in the field,

The adove mentioned snthars are in general agreement that toys
serve & vital function in a childs 1life and should be wisely selected to
fulfill the childs needs and interests.

(b) Purchasing of Household Tarnishings
The purchasing of household furnishings is related to the childrem

ia the family, If furaniture is to withstand the varied uses it is put to in
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a day of child's play consideration mmst be given to its dnradility,

The White House Committee on Furnishings and Equipment (28) stated
that if a child is permitted to help pick out the furniture it creates in
that child a sense of both persomal and family pride, ZEquipment ehould be
selected for dnrability. attractiveness, comfort, and convenience -- the bdest

quality that you caa afford.

(c) Purchasing of reading materials

Children should be encouraged to value books and to care for them,
These provided in a child's library should be choosen for a definite purvose,
The White House Committee (28) stated in a |tndy' of childrens books that
they should be sturdy and written about things with which the child is
familiar, Inexpensive books fill a temporary need,

Lindquist (20) reports that family books and magazines are often
useful to the child who is learning to read.

It is recommended by Arlitt (3) that good children's books should
contain no gruesome pictures or stories which will make the child afraid.
They should be simple stories of everyday life,

Goodspeed and Johnson (11) find that picture books made with heavy
cardboard pages are more easily manipulated by a child's tiny fingers than
are cloth pages,

Clara Lambert (16) recommends providing children with some of the
fine juvenile literature produced today along with the classics, Such popu-~
lar material should have good print, artistic illustrations, and suitadble
content, Books provide not only a wealth of factual mterial on a great
variety of smbjects but also stories with historic or present-day settings.

Garrison and Sheehy (10) provide in their book a list of book
selections classified as to type of subject matter, According to this test

the childs interests in stories can also be met by words of songs, mursery
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rhymes, personal experience stories told to him, and picture books which pro=-
vide the basis for story telling, Books have their place in the childs ex-
perience but they never take the place of the told story, It is the responsi-
bility of parents to see that the childs lidrary grows; that good books are
provided, and that reeponsibility for the care of books is learned at an

early age.

Books, according to Landreth (17), open a new world for the child;
they enrich his experiences, increase and unify his knowledge, develop humor,
imagination, and sympathy, offering experiences which 1life itself could not
provide. Beok construction is of the upmost importance if they are to serve
the childs needs, Investigation and general observation, states Miss Landreth,
indicate that books greater than eight inches square are not easily handled,
Dall=gurfaced, tough paper, either saddled sewn or stapled together is most
practical for free handling, A washadle cover also 2dds to the 1ife and en-
Joyment of the book,

Alschuler (1) writing on the general type of books for the pre-gchool
child lists for the two and three year o0ld stories about themselves in a
simple literary style: for the older three and early four year olds stories
about babies, moving things such as cars and traing, or books about animals,
Older four year olds have more objective interests, they enjoy watching men
doing things therefore information stories are valuadble for this age child.

Dorothy Baruch (4) stated four criteria usable in the selection of
books for children:

(1) Will the story interest the child?

(2) 1Is the story understandable?

(3) What effect will the story have?

(4) Does the story have literary value?

Certeinly careful consideration of these criteria would eliminate the use of
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many of the worthless childrems books which have in recent years flooded the
beok market and provide children with good books,

The reading material purchased for a childs use should be given con-
siderable thought, not just bought by name or looking to sce whether or mot
the pictures are colored.

A child needs good books, Some for stories of simple everyday life,
some of the classics, am occasional picture book to encourage story telling,
and many books of varied subject matter to introdnce new and unusual ex-

periences in the childs life,

(4) Methods used to prevent miguse of toys and furnishings

Lindquist (20) in her studies of Home Mansgement has found that the
provigion of a2 place for everything is the first step in teaching orderliness
te a child, Reepect for the property of others is learned from the ownership
of a limited number of cherished articles which are kept by the child.

Gertrude Chittenden (6) writes that family happiness and safety will
be mach better if a child has a place for hie toys which is conveniently
reached and spacious enough so that the toys are put into it easily, They
mast of course be taught to put them away in the space provided by themsgelves.

Goodspeed and Johnson (11) suggest a low cupboard, box, shelf, or
corner of a room be given to the child for his bdelongings. He should de
taught to put awvay anything he takes out, Patient help from the parents is
needed for this training,

Yhile a child is learning to care for his own belongings he will

2180 learn to respect the toys of other children,

(e) Amount of time spent on child care and training by feamily members

Ruth Lindquist (21) in her studies of Family Lyfe found that about
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four and one-half hours per day were spent in care of family members which
would include: dressing and bathing children, teaching, and supervision,

Lirdquist (21) also found that the care of younger children was
often given to older Dbdrothers and sisters, particularly if there were three
or more children in the family, The fathers also contributed some time to
child care.

The White House Conference study (28) showed that in homes of higher
social status the father spent more time in playing with the children than
was found in lower economic level homes,

Kyrk im the book "Economic Problems of the Family" (15) reporting
the time spent on various Homemaking activities found that the average time
per week spent on child care for farm families was 4.6 hours while town
families spent 8,0 hours, The above figures were based on unpublished data
from the U, & Mtuream of Home Economics.

Nickell and Dorsey in charting the Homemakers work week credit farm
homemakers with spending 3 hours and 55 minutes on child care while other
rural homemskers spend 4 hours and 43 mimites, In the case of farm families
the time was found to be 8 percent of the working week spent on child ceare.
In a study of the effect of family composition on child care the following

figares were obtained (24):

Composition of Family Hours per week for Child Care
Youngest child under 1 year 21
Youngest 1 = 2 years 10,8
Youngest 3 - 5 years 5.8
Youngest 6 -~ 9 years 3.8
Youngest 10 = 14 years 1.5

These figures are also based on unpudlished me terial from the U, 8, Buream

of Home Economics,
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Jean Warren (27) in her study of the use of time in relation to home
Mansgement foumnd that the average amount of time used during the week for care
of fanily members amounted to twelve hours, As the age of the youngest family
nember increased the time spent on child care decreased, Evidence indicated
that families with more than one child spent about the same amount of time in
child care as 4id families with one child, less time must therefore be spent
for each child, Miss Warren's interpretation of this is that in all probebility
in cases where there is more than one child the older children helped with the
care of the younger ones and that this time was not estimmted by the home-

nakers.



16

GENERAL FINDINGS

The statistics collected for this thesis, involving the relation of
certain factors in Home Management to the presence of children in the family,
present certain factors of general significance.

In the area of toy purchases three classifications (according to
Kawin) rated high, These were:

a. Strength and gkill - 266 purchases.

b, Dramatic and imitative = 233 purchases.

c. Social development - 207 purchases.

The other classifications showed a much lower incidence of purchase.

Tloor covering leads the list of purcheses of household equipment
nade with durability in mind becaunse of the rresence of children in the
femily, This was followed by chairs and thirdly davenport purchases.

The section on reading materisl indicates a wider use of books than
magasines regardless of any of the management factors studied.

An overvhelming majority of the families interviewed use the pro-
vigion of a storage space for toys not in use as the most effective way of
preventing the misuse of toys and furnishings.

A review of the material on time spent by family memdbers on child
eare shows in all instances the mother contrituting the greatest number of

hours toward child care, training, and guidance.
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A, THE FACT(R OF ECONOMIC LEVEL

By means of a schedule, used in interviews with homemekers, an
attempt was made to determine what relationship exists between certain
factors involved in Home Management and the presence of children in the home,

The relationship of economic level of the family to toy purchases,
darability of toys, purchases of household furnishings, purchasing of read-
ing material, methods used to prevent the misuse of toys, total time spent
on child care, and the time spent on child care by individeal femily members

will be considered in this section,

Classification of Toy Purchases:

Te classification of toy purchases according to the type of develop-
ment which they affect shows striking similarity for all economie 137010(1).
Low level families for bdoth age groups showed their highest purchases to bde
drematic and imitative toys followed by social and strength or skill toys.
Most frequent purchases for medium and comfort level families, regardless of
age groups, were strength and skill toys followed by dramatic or imitative
and social toys. See Table I.

Yamilies with children five to sixteen years of age recorded 2 rise
in frequency of total toy purchases with a rise in economic level (3,46 =
3,62 - 4,25), Families with young childrem did not, The only single classi-
fication which followed a similar pattern was the frequency of purchases for
constructive and creative toys.

In the age group birth to five years comfort level families had the
highest total frequency of toy purchases (4,23) followed by low level with a

4,14 and lastly medium level families (2.76). A rise in economic level brought

)
( See Kawin classification on page 8.
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a rise in the frequency of parchase for strength and skill, constructive or
creative, and science and mechanics toys, Soclal toys were purchased at the
same frequency (1,09) by both low and medium level families with approximate-
1y the same for comfort level (1,08).
The only case in which no purchases were recorded was the science

and mechanics group on low level for birth to five year olds,

Darability of Toys Purchased:

The durability of toys purchased by families with children in both
age level groups showed an increased percentage of sturdy purchases with a
rise in economic level., PFamilies on medium level showed a variation of
spproximately 8 percent (53,8 percent sturdy and 46.2 percent fragile) for
older children; in the younger age group the purchases were evenly divided,
Comfort level families bought about 10 percent more sturdy than fragile toys
for younger childrem and in the five to sixteen year group there was a 25
percent variation in favor of sturdy toys,

The total toy purchases for the birth to five year old children
recorded 50,9 percent purchase of fragile toys agalnst 49,1 per cent for
stardy; practically no variation., JYor families with children five to six-
teen years of age thers was a variation in purchage of 16 percent in favor of

sturdy toys. This is 2 significant difference. See Table II.

Purchases of Household Parnishings:

The small number of household furnishings which were purchased with
a view to the needs of children indicates a general lack of awareness of the
need for durability becamse of the presence of children in the family as a
factor in buying,

In both age level groups the highest frequency purchase of Aduradle

furnishings was reported by comfort level families (.62 for families with
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younger children and .42 for the group with older children.) Families with
children five to sixteen years of age showed an increase in frequency of
purchases, with consideration to durability, with a rise in economic level.
The above is not true for familles with children birth to five years of age.
Medium level families report the least awareness of durability with a fre-
quency of purchase of .38. This was followed by low level families (.42)
and lastly comfort level families, See Tadble III,

Selection of the floor covering rated highest in both age groups.
Tanilies with yeunger children indicated the use of linoleum rugs while
families with older age level children mentioned only the rug with no expla-
nation as to kind, Choice of the davenport ranked second with the older
group while families with small children rated second in consideration the

purchase of chairs, 8ee eppendix page

Purchasing of reading material:

In all cases, except comfort level families with children five to
sixteen years of age, there was reported a higher frequency of book purchases
than megaszines.

The total frequency of purchage rose wi th economic level for families
with older children (.17 low, .38 medium, and .45 comfort), This appears a
decisive variation although the total mumber of purchases reported was smell,
Families with children birth to five years of age did not show consistemt
variation in purchases (.29 medium, ,35 comfort, .26 low).

The fredquency of book purchases increased with economic level for
the younger greup but the differences were slight (.42, .47, .51). See Table
IV,

“Boys Life" was the most frequently mentioned magasine for older

children, Comfort level families reported six of their twenty-five purchases



TABLE III.

THE RELATIONSHIP OF ECONOMIC LEVEL OF THE

FAMILY TO THE PURCHASING OF HQSEHOLD
FURNISHINGS SUITABLE FGR CHILIREN,

22

:
Bconomic Level @

Children 0=5 years of age

Children 5-16 years of age

¢ No, of 8§ No, of

Low

Medium

$

H

:

H

_ H
Comfor t :
H

H

s
Totals :
$

¢ No, of ¢ No, of

Cagses : Purchases ! Frequency $ Cases ¢ Purchases : Frequency
s $ : : :
3 14 t .42 : 36 s 10 s 28
H H : H H
4 17 H 38 : 36 $ 14 t 39
H H H H H
3/ 22 ! L,62 : 38 H 18 H <42
s H s H H
2 s 3 3 :
s s s s :
112 53 t 47 : 110 H 40 H « 36
{ : s s s
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to de the above magazine, "Jack and J1l1" was reported purchased three times
out of five on comfort level in the younger group.

Two encyclopedias were purchased by families in the younger age group,
one each on medium and comfort level, In 'the five to sixteen year group one

comfort level family repor ted the purchage on an encyclopedia, See appendix

page

Methods Used to Prevent Misuse of Toys:!

Providng a storage space for toys when they are not in use was the
most frequently mentioned method for the prevention of the misuse of toys re-
gardless of economic level,

Low and medium level families with younger children reported their
second choice of method the taking of toys away from the- child when they were
not deing used correctly, Comfort level families listed as their second
choice showing a child how to play with the toy.

Tamilies with children five to sixteen years of age on low economic
level reported the same second choice as the younger group., Medium and com-
fort level families use the wise choice of toys which can be freely used by

the child as their second most popular method. See *able V.

Total Time Spent on Child Cere:

The average time per 42y spent on child care for all economic levels
with children in the birth to five year age group was 6,35 hours; the average
for the five to sixteen year group was considerably lower at 3,47 hours. See
Table V1.

In the younger age group a rise in economic level brought a rige in
the amount of time spent on child care beginning at 5,71 hours for low level
families, increasing to 6.49 hours on medium level, and 6,82 hours for comfort

level,
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The age group five to sixteen years did not show as great variation
in the mumber of hours, nor did an increase in economic level carry with it
an increased amount of time conmumed in child care, FYamilies on medium
economic level spemt a greater mumber of hours for child care, 3,59 hours
per day per family, this was followed by 3.46 hours on comfort level and
8,37 hours for low level families.

Time Spent On Child Care By Ipdividual Pamily Members:

Giving consideration to the time spent by the individual family
members on child care for fe.aﬁno: with children birth to five years we
find that a rise in economic level indicates a rise in the number of hours
spent by both mother and father, The time spent by Mothers is quite
naturally highest averaging from 4, 80 hours for low level families to 4,94
hours en comfert level, In this age group there was some indication of help
from older siblings and maids on medium and comfort level. See Tavle VII.

Tamilies with children five to sixteen years show the Mother spend-
ing more time on child care at medium econonic level (2,53 hours per day),
followed by comfort and low levels, Fathers from low level families reported
the most time (1,36 hours) followed by 1.13 for comfort and 1,08 hours for
medium level families, Older siblings on 21l economic levels in this age
&oup spend more time than the Fathers in child care, but the number of
cases Teported is not sufficient to give comparable results, There were no
cases reported of assistance in child care, training, and guidence at the

older age level by maids or amnt's and uncles,



28

s : s : s ]
_CS6% : 24 1 g0°9 i 49 : 20°6 i %9 POBT: 8L ¢ TL2T ¢ g8 !t $0°8 ¢ 09 Te30L
) : : : s : : : 3 $ t
- H - { - : - ! - H - ¢ 26°T ¢ e ¢ Cv ¢ 1 § - H - : PIBR
H H H : : $ : $ : : : :
- $ L e ! - - O 8 = = $ - § (0°2 ¢ 2 ¢ eTouUnM JO JUWY
3 $ $ $ s : $ $ H H 3 :
08°T - ¢ & 19T 4 - € H4.08°T ¢ £ 4 001 % 1.0g% + g 1= ¢ = iS3uUTIqIS I9MYQ
H ] $ : $ : : : $ $ H :
- §f = 368°T 3 € 1= ! - § 082t T & - § - e : = ¢ auesedpusy)
H $ : : : : H H H $ s 3
62°2 ¢ 92 :128°C2 : ¥ :91°C ! ¥ : V6P : HS :1G8°%F : ¥ : 08'% : g2 ¢ JOUION
H : 3 : : $ $ $ 3 H $ :
T°T ¢ %2 3 BO°T ¢ 82 : 9B°T ¢ 42 ¢ L2°T ¢ e ¢ 92°T ¢ 82 :¥2°T ¢ G2 ¢ Iouj}ef
3 $ : $ : : : H H $ H H

8IN0F : 8988 !

SINOH : 808B) : SJINOY : 8O8B) : SJINOH : B886B) : BINOH : S88W) i SINOY : 898V :

(g2) 3a0juwop :

(9e) uwnipei :

19A9T O JWOU0dF

Aw.im..p MOT @ hbmh JI0FuWo) : (¥%) Wnipeol

1948 O WOUO0dY

(ge) mog :

938 Jo 81894 9T=Q WBIPTIUD

838 jO 8J884A G- USIPTIWD

iSIequRN ATrwey

SHLE NN
ATIAVA A9 TYvV0 CTIHD NO LNEdS ENIL HOVHEIAV
EBL Od TEAKT OIAONOOE dO JdIBSNOILVIAY EHd “IIA TTIAVE



29
B. THE FACTOR OF FAMILY RESIDENCE

The following section shows the relationship of the 1location of
fanily residence to the factors of toy purchases (including durability),
purchases of household furnishings and reading mterial, methods used by

families to prevent the misuse of toys, and the time gpent on child care.

Classification of Toy Purchases:

The total toy purchases in their relation to residence showed no
striking variations, Total frequency of purchases for the birth to five
year group was highest for farm families at 4,26 followed by village fami-
lies 3.91, In femilies with children five to sixteen years the opposite
was true, although the veriation (.21) was not significant, See Table VIII,

Farm families in the lower age level group revorted a higher fre-
quency of purchase than village families for all classes of toys except
science and mechenics and artistic,

Tamilies with children five to sixteen years reported a higher fre-
quency of toy purchase by village families for all cases except social and
constructive or creative, An explanation of these exceptions might be the

facilities provided by the school and community.

Darability of Toys Purchased:

The effect of residence on the durability of toys purchased showed
only slight differences for families with children birth to five years of
age, More sturdy toys were reported purchased by farm families. Village
families bought more fragile toys tut the difference in percentage was slight
(3,8 percent). The total purchases for this age level showed a 50.9 percent
purchagse of fragile toys which was 1.8 percent higher than the sturdy toys

purchased.
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Families wi th children five to sixteen years of age show a higher
percentage of purchase of sturdy toys for both residence groups, The total
parchase of stady toys was 15,8 percent higher than for fragile toys. This

would appear to be & conclusive difference. See Table IX.

Purchases of Household Furnishings:

Residence apparently had some effect on the awareness of durability
in the purehasing of honsehold furnishings., In both age level groups the
village families reported a higher frequency of purchase in which dnrabdility,
becanse of the presence of children in the femily, was a factor affecting
their choice. The differences were small but there similarity in trend is
worth noting, Village families had 2 higher frequency of purchase by .16
for the younger age group and half that mimber (,08) difference for families
with children five to sixteen years old. See Table X,

These frequency mumbers indicate that less than half of the families

actually considered their children when buying household furmishings,

Purchasing of Reading Material:

The effect of residence on the purchasing of reading ma terial was
evident in that village families report the highest frequency of purchase for
both books and magasines at both age levels., See Table XI,

Beok purchases for doth age levels by village families were about one
to every two families. Magasine purchases for the younger age group were
quite naturally low (.11 frequeacy); village families in the older age level
group reported a .41 fremency of purchase,

The encyclopedia purchases on both age levels were revorted by

village families. See appendix page.
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TABLE X. THE RELATIONSHIP OF FAMILY RESI DENCE
70 THE PURCHASING OF HOuSFHOLD FUR-
NISHINGS SUITABLE FQR CHILIREN

:

Residence : _Children 0-5 years of age t_ Children 5-16 years of age
t No. of ¢ No, of : $ No. of: No. of :
: Cases : Purchases : Frequency : Cases : Purchases : Frequency
t s s H : :
H t : $ H t

Yarm : 50 19 e 38 : 50 ¢ 16 : 32
s H H : : s
H H : H : H

Villege : 62 34 t .54 : 60 24 s «40
3 H s : $ H
t : 2 ? ? s
: s H H t :

Totals ¢ 112 53 : .47 ¢ 110 ¢ 0 : 36

3 s : : : :
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Methods Used to Prevent Misuse of Toys:

The method most frequently used to prevent the misuse of toys re-
grdless of the place of residence of the family was the provision of a
storage space for toys when they were not in use.

Fare families for both age groups ranked as their second method
the wise choice of toys which could be used freely by the child, Villege
families for doth age groups placed second showing the child how to play
with the toy. In the case of village fomilies with children five to six-
teen years of age the percentage for the above mentioned method and the
choice of toys was identical,

Taking the toy away fron the child when it was not being used
correctly was rated low by both age groups regardless of residence. See

Table XII.

Total Time Spent on Child Care:

The total time spent on child care varied slightly with the place
of residence,

Pamilies with children birth to five years of age living on farms
rerorted an average time per family of 6.21 hours per dey, Village fami-
lies averaged 6.47 hours,

Farm families with older age level children spent 3,22 hours per
day on child care with village families averaging 3,69 hours,

"he preceeding data would indicate that residence is not a factor

which vitally influences child care, See Table XIII.

Time Spent on Child Cere by I, dividual Family Members:
Bresking down the total time svent on child care to determine the
average time spent by various family members indicates some differences

between the residence groups.
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The time spent by village fathers was less on both age levels than
for farm fathers, Exactly the opoosite was true for the mothers, FYarm
mothers spend less time on child care, training and guidence. These facts
are in agresment with the statement made by Nickell and Dorsey in their
book "Management in Family Living" (p. 59) in which they state that urban
homemakers spend more time on child care than rurel women,

Older siblings were reported spending some time on child care by
both age groups. The mumber of cases reported was small and would not bde

co;marablo to the average hours of other family members, See Table XIV.
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C. THE FACTCR CF PARENTAL EIUCAT ION

In this section is included not only the relationship of average
parental edncation to the various factors involved in Child Development
ut also tho\ relationship existing bdetween some of these factors and
the Home Economics training of the Mother, The types of Home Economics
training were grouped as Formal, Extension, Exteneion end Formal combined,

and no training.

Classification of Toy P,rchases!

The offoct of parental eduication in its relationship to toy pur-
chases was more noticeable in the age group five to sixteen years. 1In
this group an increase in the average years of parental edncation in-
creased the frequency of total toy purchases, The group with 16.5 years
or more of education rerorted a frequency of 4,66 compared with 3,56 for
fomilies with eight years or less of schooling, Strength and skill toys
rated highest in purchases for the first three educational groups at this
age level, with dramatic and imitative highegt for the 1B .5 years or more
group, This last figure was based on three cases, not a sufficient number
upon which to draw sny comparisons, See Table XV,

Tamilies with children birth to five years of age showed no pattern
of toy purchases in relation to education, TYamilies with 8,5 to 12 years
of schooling reported the highest total frequency of toy purchases (4.29),
The lowest group were the college trained parents with a2 frequency of 3,52.
Most frequent purchases by toy classes and educational groups for the

birth to five year level were as follows:
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Parental Edncation Most Frequent Class of Toys
8 years or less Dramatic or imitative
8.5 = 12 years Social

12,5 = 16 years Strength and skill

16,5 or more Soctial

It is interesting to note that for both age level groups the fami-
lies with eight years or less of education reported no purchase in the
science and mechanics toy classification.

Top toy purchases for the two age levels were as follows:

Parental Bancation 0 = 5 years 5 = 16 years
8 or less Stuffed animals, cars, Dolls, balls
trucks, tanks
8,5 = 12 Dolls, wagon ’ Iolls, skates
12,6 « 16 Dolls, play house Iblls, skates
equipment
16,5 or more Dolls, play house Bicycle

equipment, blocks

Darability of Toys Purchased:

The percentage of sturdy and fragile toy purchases showed only
slight relation to the average years of parental education, Families with
dhildren birth to five years of age showed more fragile toys purchased by
the first two educational groups (61,7) percent for eight years or less and
51,6 percent for 8,5 - 12 years). More sturdy toys were purchased by the
other two educational groups (52,4 percent and 57.5 percent). There was an
increase in sturdy toy purchases with a rise in years of education at this
level,

A higher percentage of fragile toys was purchagsed by families wi th
eight years or less of schooling having children in the older age group. The

two middle groups (8.5 - 12 and 12,5 = 16) showed more sturdy purchases.
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Yamilies in the class 16.5 years or more of education were divided equally

on their toy purchases. See Table XVI,

Purchases of Household Furnishings:

Families in the age group birth to five years indicated a definite
rise in the purchasing of darable household furnishings with a rise in the
average years of parental education., The frequency of durable purchases
varied from ,25 for the group with eight years or less of formal education
to 1,62 for families with an average of 16.5 or more years of school,

In the older age level the distridution of purchases did not appear
related to education, No cases were reported by the highest educationally
trained group, Two groups (8 years or less and 12,5 - 16) were identical in
the frequency reported and the high school level group was highest with a

frequency of .48, See Table IXVII,

Purchasing of Reading Material:

Total purchases for reading material showed a rise 1n\ frequency, by
the five to sixteen year group, with a rise in years of education until the
last group (including only three cases) which had a definite drop, Yor the
families with children in the younger age group the highest frequency of pur-
chase was recorded by the 8,5 = 12 year group followed by the 12,5 = 16 year
group, and lestly the same frequency was reported by the remaining two
groups, See Table XVIII,

Book purchases for both age levels rose in frequency with education
until the highest groups which in both cases dropped dack.

Magasine purchases showed no definite pattern of purchase., The
highest for the low 2ge level group was the 12,5 - 16 group and for the
families of five to sixteen year olds the highest frequency was reported by

the 16,5 or more level,
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TABLE XVII, THE RELATIONSHIP (F PARENTAL EDUCATION
TO THE PURCHASING (P HOUSEHOLD FuR-
NISHINGS SUITABLE FYOR CHILIREN

e
. A

Average Years of @ :

Parental Edncation:Children 0-5 years of age :Childremn 5-13 years of age
tFo, of:No, of : tNo. of:Ko, of :
tCases 'Purchases:Frequency:Cases :Purchasesg:Frequency
: $ s s s s

8 or below t 12 3 s 25 t 26 ¢ 4 H 27
H s H H H H

8,5 -12 : 68 17 $ <9 s 52 25 H 48
H s H H H s

12,5 - 16 : 34 ¢ 20 : 58 t 29 8 : 27
H s H : H H

16,5 or above : 8 13 : 1.62 : 3 - : -
3 3 : s 3 s
: : : s : ]

Totals : 112 53 H 47 ¢ 110 0 : « 26

H s s $ s H
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Method Used to Prevent Misuse of Toys!

Tor all edncational groups the highest percentage of use for the
methods listed in the prevention of the misuse of toys was the provision
of storage space for toys not in use. The percentage among older age level
families were much more decisive in favor of the above method than those in
the dirth to five year group.

Yamilies with elight years or less of education in the birth to five
Year group reported a more even distribution smong the four methods suggest-

ed than was found im any other educational group, 8See Teble XIX,

Total Time Spent on Child Care:

Parental edication is apvarently not a specific factar, in this
study, in influencing the total amount of time conmumed daily by families
for child care. The only similarity notedwas that the greztest amount of
time per day wes spent by families in the highest edacational group, Of
families with young children those with 8,5 = 12 years of education ranked
lowest in the time spent on child care; secondly was the 12,5 = 16 year
group, and thirdly the families with eight years or less of education. This
indicates no relation detveen total time spent on child care and parental
education,

Older age level childrens femilies rated from low to high the
following groups: 8 years or less, 12.8 - 16, and 8,5 - 12, This list

follows more mearly shat you might expect, See Table XX.

Time Spent on Child Care by I,dividual Family Members:

Relating perental edication to the time spent on child care by the
individual family members showed no set pattern of time usuage, See Table
XXI.
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Fathers with birth to five year 0ld children who had 16,5 or more
years of edication spent the most time on child care, The opprosite was
true for 5-16 year old childrens' fathers in the some educational group.
Lowest in the younger age level were fathers in the 12.5 -~ 16 year group,

Mothers, wi th young children, whose edncation falls in the eight
year or less group spent the most time on child care; the least time was
spent by women in the 8.5 - 12 year classification. On the older a2ge level
the most time was consumed by Mothers in the 16,5 or more group and the
leagt by women in the eight year or less class,

There was greater assigstance from other family members in the 8,5 -

12 group with younger children than was noted in any other group.
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HOME ECONCMICS TRAINING

Classification of Toy Purchases!

Among families with children birth to five years of age the high-
est frequency of toy purchases (4.63) was reported by the group in which
the Mother had Xxtension training in Home Economics; following this
group were those having had Formal training (4.04), third Mothers with no
Homemaking training, and lastly were families in which the Mother had both
Extension and Formal Home Economics work,

Extension trained women showed a higher frequency of purchases in
two areas, that of dramatic or imitative and social toys, Families in
which the Mother had no Home Economics training bought more strength and
skill toys than were purchased by other families.

In families with children five to sixteen years of age the highest
total frequency of toy purchases was reported by the group with both Ex-
tension and Formal training (4,34), following, in the order mentioned, were
the group with Formal training (4.06), those with no Home Econ-mics train- |
ing (3.86), and lastly women with Extension training (3,15).

Women having had Extension and Formal training bought more strength
and skill toys, constructive and creative, knowledge toys, and also social
toys. Tamilies in the class in which the Mother had only Formal Home
Economics training rated highest in the purchase of dramatic or imitative

and artistic toys, See Table XXII,

Darability of Toys Purchased:

The percentages were exactly the oprnosite for the durability of
purchases mede by families for any given gype of Home Economics traiming
in the two age groups. Families in the birth to five year group bought more

sturdy toys only in the group in which the mother had formal training, In



53

: : : : : $ : $ $ :

BL°C 5 ¥2P ¢ ST'C 8 90% :98°C: WOW: SL°C ¢ £3°F ¢ w09 100°¥: ALousmbagy [e3OL
: $ 3 : : $ 3 $ $ $
: : ) : s : : : : )

¥O0° ¢ - ¢ g20° 81" 20°i20°% - t 90° $ 20° i20° ¢ 80 [uBydou
: : H : H 3 H H H s Pu® @9ud og
: : : $ H : : : : 3

62° ¢ £3° ¢ ST1° ¢ g2* :ge* 1 e60°: 8T° ¢ - $ LO® 360° ¢ 93pe Taouy
H H H H H H : H H $ 93BTWI}S
H H H H H H b $ H H

et ¢+ - !t 0or* + 0@° :gI*t LO0° ¢t Tr* ¢ s1° i g0° 120° ¢ oSV
: 3 : : 3 3 $ H s :

L ¢ w8 ¢ £9° T (TP B0°T: T3 ¢ 9P°T ¢ LO°T 3T°Td T®1008
$ s H s : H H 3 H $

S6° 4- 5 : 9L* : 2T1°T 20°1T: St°te 88° ¢ 98°T ¢ OT°T 160°T: GAT} B TWE
H s H : $ $ $ H $ $ 10 d13ewsx]
s H H : : s : s : :

o 8g* : (o N A ANE RN Al 99° ¢ 90° t 2g° 1g2°® GAT} WO IO
: H $ : s H : s : 3 PUR 9AJ3ONI}SUO)
: : : : H 3 3 H $ t

ge°t ¢ LT ¢ 02°T ¢ 00°T :02°T: 91°T¢ TT°T ¢ 90°T $ 02°T :22°T¢ 1TIXs pue WIualys
H H H $ H H H H b H

(otr)s  (e1) ¢ (08) : (¥2) s(e2)s(erT): (e8) ¢ (ST) 3 (e8) 23
{ TSwrog ¢ : s : ¢ Tewaod ¢ :
H os e H $ H] H H osT® H ] u

18304 UO J8UP 3 X UOTSUGY X ¢ [SWIOH s OUON

Juuiedy SOJWOUODY SWOH :

J { YO8 UL X { UOT BUS} X ¢ [BWJIOL: OUO
Jujsly 8djwWouodg oaom

_WO H

958 jo sJq8el g = g WO JIPLIW

H
H

938 JOo sawekl g - O UGJIPTIYD

PO3093 Y
suwemdoeasg jo od4

BIHION dHL J0 ONINIVEL SJIID
-NOOZ dWOH UNV AOL J0 EdLil IHL O4 TNITWIJY
QIIJISSYTIO SUSVHOHNd A0 40 XEINI XAONIOMEYL °INXX TIEVL



54
the five to sixteen year group more fragile toys were purchased by one group,
that in which the mother had Home Economics training through her formal
education. See Table XXIII.
Purchases from the group with no Hyme Economics training in both age
levels correspond with the total purchases recorded for the entire group.
In this particular ares of child care Home Economics training has

apparently had little effect.

Purchases of Hogusehold Murnishings:

Families with children in the younger age level showed & definite
relationship between Home Economics treining and the purchasing of durable
Household furnishings., Highest frequency of purchases was recorded by
women with formal Home Economics training; the lowest was renorted dy
women with no Homemaking training,

The five to sixteen year group showed no awereness of durability as
a factor in household furnishings purchases, In this age level the women
with no Home Economics treining reported 2 higher frequency (.51); the low-

est (.20) was by women with extension training. See Table XXIV.

Purchasing of Reading Material:

The total purchases of reading material by non-Home Economics trained
women were second in the younger age group following the Extension trained
women, TFamilies with children in the older age level in which the M,ther had
no Home Economics training reported the lowest frequency of purchases. High-
est purchases were reported by woemn who had both Formal and Extension train-
ing, The value of the reading material purchased was not estine ted.

Book purchases for women with Formal Home Fconomics training were
highest in the olier age level, In the younger group Extension trained women

placed highest in books purchased followed by no training in Homemsking,
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TABLE XXIV. THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE MOTHFR'S HOME
FCONOMICS TRAINING TO THE PURCEASING
OF HQUSTHOLD FURNISHINGS SUITABLE F@R

CHILIREN
: :
Type of Home H H
Bconomics Training:Children O~5 years of age :Children 5-16 years of age
tNo, of:No, of tNo, of-No, of
:Cages :Purchases:Frequency:Cases :Purchases:Frequency
s 2 : H H H
None : 31 ¢ 7 ! 22 239 ¢ 20 ¢t o5l
H H H H H H
Formal : 39 ¢ 27 T L69 24 9 ! G37
H H $ s - t :
Extension t 185 @ 8 t L,40 3O 6 t .20
H H s H s H
Tormal and { : o H H H
extension s 27 ¢ 13 ¢ .48 t17 ¢ 5 ! .29
s $ $ g : H
: : : : 3 :
Totals 112 : 53 t .47 110 ¢ 4 ! L,26
: H s s $ t
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There were arn equal mumber of megazines purchased in the bith to
five year 0ld homes by non-Home Economics trained and Extension trained
women, Highest magazine purchases in older age level were reported by
women having had formal and extension training; 1lowest by woem who had

no Home Bconomics training, See Tabel XXV.

Methods Used to Prevent the Misuse of Toys:

In all cases the provision of storage space for toys when they are
not in use rated highest of the methods suggested to prevent the misuse
of toys, Women with children in the younger age group having no Home-
making training reported their second choice the method of taking the toy
away from the child, Home Economics trained Mothers at this age level
used secondly the method of showing the child how to play with the toy,
This response mey reflect to some extent their Home Economics training,

In three of the four classifications among femilies in the older
age level group the wise choice of toys ranked second in use; the fourth
group (those having had extension training) rated showing the child how to

vlay with the toy as second, See T=ble XXVI,

Total Time Spent on Child Cere:

Temilies in the age group dirth to five years in which the Mother
had no Home Kconomics training reported the most hours per day consumed
in child care (6.84). Lowest mumber of hours reported was 6.01 by women
with formal Homemaking education, Does this indicate that some types of
forme]l education apparently stress methods which decrease the time needed
for physical care? It is to be hoped that the time spent in treining and
guidance is not decreased to any great extent.

Older age level childrens families report the most time spent on

child care by those women who had formal training and the lezst time by

extension trained wemen, See Table XXVII,
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Time Spent on Child Care by Individnal Family Members:

Comparing the time spent on child care by individueal family members
and the Home Economics training of the Mother the greatest amount of tinme,
for families witk young children, was reported by mothers with no Home Xc-
onomics training (5,61 hre.). The least time was spent by women who had
both Extension and Tormal training (4,66 hrs.).

Husbands of Extension trained women spent more time on child care
(1.91 hrs.) than was repor ted by other groups; 1lowest time recorded for
fathers was 1,20 hours by both Formal and non-Home Fconomics trained women.
Ses Table XXVIII,

Families with children five to sixteen years of age showed Mothers
with Formal Home Economics training spending the most time on child care
(2,52 hrs.) followed by non-Home Fconomics trained (2,40 hrs,), Extension
and Formal training (2,26 hre.), and Extension trained with the least time
(2.22 hrs. ).

Fathers of older children reported less time spent on child care,
training, and guidance. TYewer hours were reported by the group in which
the wife had both Extension and Formal training (.92 hrs.) followed by non-
Eme Economics trained (1,11 hrs.), Extension trained (1.20 hrs.), and the
most time reported by Fathers where the wife had Formal Home Econ-mics
training (1,45 hrs,),

The time contributed by other family members in all cases was slight

and the mamber of cases reported was small,



BY TAMILY MEMBIRS

THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE MOTHIR'S HOME ECONOMICS
TRAINING TO THE AVIRAGE TIME SPENT ON CHILD CARE

TABLE XXVIII,

Family
Members

years of age

- SR

a—

Children 5 = 16

Children 0 = 5 years of age

Home Fconomics Trainin

-]
S
28
[}
7
-}
o
et
]

8

<1

ol (&

o

&

-

(3}

-l lod

21

i

8..“

2

©

1

TNone

H
H
H

tIxtension
and
Formal

tExtension

e

tFormal

Yone
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D. THE FACTOR OF FAMILY SIZE

It hag been written on mimerous occasiong that the number of
children in the family hasg a definite influence on various factors in Child
Development, The following section of this thesis shows some ereas in which

relationships were found to exist,

Classification of Toy Ryrchases:

The factor of family size showed some influence on the purchasing of
toys. In both sge groups the percentage of purchases for sociel toys in-
crecsed with an increase in family size, Yor fomilies with children five
to sixteen years of age the percentage of dﬁﬁmatic and imitetive toys pur-
chased also increased with family size,

Families in the birth to five year group with more than one child
repor ted their highest purchases as strength end akill toys, The group with
one child purchesed more dramatic end imitative toys.

Families with older children having one child and the group with two,
three and four children reported more strength and skill toys purchased,
Families with five or more children at this age level showed a hisher pur-
chage of dramatic or imitative toys.

Greatest variation in purchases were noted in the older age group for
toys clessed as science and mechanics, constructive and creetive, and those
tending to stimlate knowledge. See Table XXIX,

The percentags of distritution among family size groups was more even
in the lower age level families with the exception of the last two classi-
fications (stimletion of knowledge and science or mechanics),

Top toy purchases by family size groupns follows:
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No, of children 0O = 5 years 5 « 16 years
1 dolls, stuffed animals skates, chinese checkers
2=3-4 dolls, play house equip- dolls, skates
5 or more ::xll;s. stuffed animal s dolls, balls, truck-wagon

Durability of Toys Purchased:

The purchase of sturdy toys decreased with an increase in family
size for older age level families, although in those families the total
purchase of sturdy toys was greater than that for fragile toys, The family
group with five or more children reported a lerger percentage of fragile
toys purchased.

Families with younger children having one child and those wi th five
or more children bought more fragile toys, Two, three, or four children
families purchased the majority of their toys in the sturdy class at the

younger sge level, See Table XXX,

Purchases of Darable Household Furnishings:

The frequency of vurchase of household furnishings with considera-
tion for durability showed an increase with a corresponding increase in
femily size (.15 to .32 to .81) for femilies with older age level children,
No definite increase was noted in the younger group ercept from the low
frequency for only children (.14>to<.63) for families with two, three, or
four children, It did not follow, as one might expect, that there was an
increase in consideration of durability for the 1largest families, See

Table XXXI.

Purchasing of Heading Material:
Highest percentage of book purchases for the younger age level was
made by families with five or more children but the proportion of purchases

decreased with an increase in family size, In the five to sixteen year
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TABLE XXXI. THE RELATIONSHIP OF FAMILY SIZE
TO T™E PURCEASE OF HO'SEFQLD
FURNISHINGS SUITABLE FOR CHILIREN

o od

Rumber of Children :
ildren O=5 years of age:Children 5~16 yeers of age

in the Family :Ch
tNo. of:No, of :fre- :No. of:¥o, o :¥re-
:Cases :Purcheses:quency :Cases :Purchases:quency
] H H : H :
1 : 29 ¢ 4 H 14 ¢ 20 3 H <15
: : H H : :
23 =4 : 68 ¢ 43 : 63 ¢ 74 24 : 22
H s H : s s
5 or more : 15 @ 6 : .4 : 16 13 : 81
: H H H H H
$ S : : : s
Totals 112 ¢ 63 ! <47 110 ¢ 40 t  ,36
H H H $ H s
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group an increase in family size brought an increase in book purchases for
the first two groups. See Table XXXII,

Magazine purchases rose 16,2 percent from two, three, or four
children families to those with five or more at the younger age level,
Yor five to sixteen year o0ld children the magezine purchases showed only
slight variation with family size; no purchases were reported by femilies
with five or more children,

In both age level groups the encyclopedias were purchased by families

with two, three, or four children.

Methods Used to Frevent Misuse of Toys:

Following a pattern similar to all of the previocusly studied factors
fanily size groups rated mumber one of their methods used to prevent the
nisuse of toys the provision of storage space, Second among femilies with
one child for the lower age group was showing the child how to play with a
toy. Both of the larger family groups at the lower age level placed second
taking the toy away.

Families with children five to sixteen years of ege with one child
rated second taking the toy away, Larger families practiced the policy of
wise toy choices for free use by the children, Families with five or more
children rated squally the above mentioned method and taking awey the toy.

See Table XXXIII.

Total Time Spent on Chila Care:

Both age level groups indicated an increase in the total amount of
time spent on child cere with an incresse in family size, The increase
however wes not sufficient to allow the same time per child in the larger
femilies as wag given to only children, It might be corcluded that many

tacks take the same amount of time for several children as would be expended

for one child, See Table XXXIV,
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Time Spent on Child Care by I, dividual Family Members:

The amount of time spent by the Mothers of five to sixteen year olds
increased with en increase in femily size, however, the time per child de-
cre2sed, For the younger children more time was spent by Mothers with one
child then wes indicated by women with two, three, or four children,

The greatest number of hours spent bty fathers with young children
wag renorted by the group with two, three, or four children. In the older
age level fathers with five or more children spent the most time on child
care., See Table XXXV.

Older siblings shared only to aslight extent the responsibilities of
child care according to the cases reported,

Since the time for all family members was estimated by the Mothers
it is possible that the amount of time given to child care by the other

family members wae not accurately recorded.
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SUMMARY

This study concerns the effect of certein factors in the home
related to child development.toy purcheses, the purchasing of durable
household furnishings, purchesing of reading material, methods used to
prevent the misuse of toys and the time spent on child care. The data
enalyzed are a part of the lerger study of 332 Michigen homes made at
Michigan State College.

In this smaller study a group of222 femilies were considered.
They were divided into two groups for purposes of comparigen, one group
having children up to five years of age and the other group, families
with children five to sixteen years of age, The factors, mentioned
earlier, were analyzed in their relation to economic level, place of
residence, parental education (including Home Tconomice training of the
Mother), and family size,

The factors selected for anslysis in this study were chosen be~
caugse of the relationships it was hoped would be found between certein
home management practices and the presence of children in the family.
The factors of family size and age of family members in their relation
to some management practices has been the concern of educators in the
past, This stady brings to light the relationships which exist in
Michigan homes between certain of the management practices and five spe-

cific items related to child development,

(A) Economic level
The effect of economic level on the factors studied showed varied
resulte. For the younger age group a positive relationship existed be-

tween & rise in econtmic level and the increased purchase of strength and



75

constructive toys, the durability of toys purchased, the increzse in pur-
chase of books and magazines, and the time spent in care and guidance of
children,

Femilies in the older age level group showed a positive relationship
with a rise in economic level in five of the ten factors studied, The
correlated factors were: frequency of toy purchases, three t;;rpes of toys
(strength, drematic, and social), durability of toys, and books and mage-
zines purchased,

An analysis of this factor showed a greater relationship existing
bstween economic level and the snecific items relating to families in the
younger age group than was found on the same items for femilies with

children in the olier a2ge group,

(B) Residence

For femilies with children in the younger age group there was a
higher frequency of toy purchasges for farm femilies than village families.
Similarly farm fathers were reported to have spent more time in child care
and guidance, Village families ranked higher in books purchased, purchasing
of durable household furnishings, the time spent by the Mother on chila
cars and suidance, and slightly higher in total time spent on child care,

Yor families in the olcder age level group the results were gimilar,
Agein farm families renked higher for the time spent by Fathers in child
care, Village families were higher in five of the items analyzed - frequency
of toy purchases, book and magazine purchases, purchesing of durable fur-
nishings, and the total time and the Mother's time given to child care and
2uldance,

According to the above results village children apverently kad an

advantage at both age levels.
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(C) Parental education

A rise in the average years of parental education for the younger
age group brought a corresponding increase in: sturdy toys purchased,
books purchased, and in consideration of durability as a factor in the
purchasing of household furnishings.,

With families of children in the older age group a rise in years
of parental edication correlated with an increase in the frequency of toys
purchased and the purchasing of books,

General education is epvarently not a factor which increases
markedly the effectiveness of the particular management prohlems analyzed

in this study.

Home Economics education

The effects of Home Fconomics training did not in all cases bear
out vhat Home Economists might hope for, The highest frequency of toy
purchages for femilies with children up to five years of age was reported
by women with Extension training in Hyme Economics; the lowest by women
with both Formal and Extension Home Economics, In families with older
children the highest frequency of purcheses was reported by women with
both Extension and Formal training; the lowest by Extension trained women,
The percentages for durability of toy purchases were exactly the opposite
for families with identical training but whose children were in different
age groups.

Te purchasing of dursble household furnishings was apparently not
affected by the Mother's Home Economics training, Tor families with
children in the younger group those with Formal Economics training bought
more durable furnishings; in the older group non-Home Economics trained
women showed more consideration of dirablility as a factor in selecting

household furnishings,
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Home Economics education showed some relation to the purchasing of
reading material, the methods used to prevent the misuse of toys, Non-Home
Economics trained women with young children spent more time in child care,
training, and gnidsmce, perhpas indicating that Home Economics training

made its possessors slightly more effective in their use of time.

(D) Tamily size

The factor of family size was positively related for younger age
level families of toys purchased, the purchasing of social toys, the read-
ing material purchased, and in the total time spent in child care and gui-
dance. In the case of toy purchases and books and magazines purchased the
increase was for the family as a whole and was not sufficient to show ean
increase per child,

Older age level childrens families showed a relationship existing
between an increase in family size and frequency of toys purchased (specifi-
cally social and dramatic toys), the purchasing of durable household furnish-
ings, total time spent in child care, and the time spent by the Mofher on
child care and guidance. The same exception was encountered at this age
level regarding the frequency of toys purchaged - the increase was per family

and not per child.
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