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ABSTRACT
IS1E ROYALE NATIONAL PARK,
MONUMENT TO A JOURNALIST

By John David Dupree

Albert Stoll, Jr., conservation editor of the Detroit News
for more than three decades, decided in September, 1921, that he
would see vhat he, as & newsman, could do to create a psrmenenl park
of Isle Royale, & large island in Lake Superior. This study consid-
ers the activities of 8toll and his colleagues during the twenty-
five-year period at the end of which 8toll's dream decams & resality,
when the islend wvas officially dedicated as s National Park,

The principal source utilised for this study was & collection
of Stoll's correspondence, notes, brochures, clippings, and documents
donated in 1952 to the Michigan Historical Collections of the Univer-
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Various periodicals, newspapers, contemp-
orary social higtories, and public documents were also used as sources.
Interviews with members of Stoll's immediate family provided much-
needed insight into the problems he encountered.

An investigation of this intensive campaign by an ambitious
Michigan journalist reinforces the congclusion that Stoll did, in
fact, play the instrumental rols im Isle Royale's designation by the
federal government as & National Park. uu pcrumrm_._ more than
that of any other one man, appesrs to have been the deciding fastor
in the culmination of the project. Without his persistence, the
issue would probably have died during any ons of the serious lulls
in positive public opinion. \
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I. IRTRODUCTION

On 8 northesasterly point of the island that is one of thirty-
one United States National Parks, a plaqus has been mounted by the
Kational Park Sexvice of the United States Department ef the Intsrior
on a craggy, weathsr-wora rock, reminiscent of centuries of virgia
isolation from the curicus, probing, commercial oju of man. The
plaqus, erected in 1952, reads:

Dedicated to the memory ef Albert Stoll, Jr., conservation
editor of ths Detroit Mews from 1923-1950, whose uatiring efferts
made possible the preservation of lIsle Royale as a National Psrk,

Located at the end of ths twe-and-ens-third mile Albert Stell, Jr.,
Memorial Trail, the monument is intanded to be "a living tributs to
his [Stoll's] devotion and sccomplighnent.”! Because of the persist-
ent drive manifested by this young outdoor writer, “the scenes « « «
and wilderness flavor which pervades the park are unspoiled, and will
rensain so for all Americans, today and in the future.” Thousands of
visitors to the island, located in Lake Superior, hike the hundreds of
mniles of interwoven wildernsss trails during the summer sesson, the
park naturalist reported in September of 1965.2

ll!.l.. Department of the Interior, National Park Serviece, in
co-operation with the Isle Royale Natural History Association, A Guide
") A ol e Maior 11, I3sls R »
written and illustrated by Robert G. Johnsson (Isle Royale: Wolf's

Ryes Press, 1960), pp. 1-2.

2Interview with Williss Dummire, park naturalist, Isle Royale
National M. '.’M‘t 16. 1965.
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The story of the island's transformation from a commercialised
lumbering and mining area into & NHational Park encompasses a8 qusrter
century of intensive correspondence, reporting, editorializing, nego~
tiating, and simple dogzed persistence on the part of Stoll and several
of his colleagues. This study will trace that story from its beginnings
in the Detroit News office during September, 1921, until the dedicatien
of Isls Royale National Park on August 27, 1946-~twenty=-five years later.

Many phases of the twenty-five-year Isls Royale Kational Park
campaign, of courss, cannot be completely covered here becsuse of
1imitations on time, space, and available materials. For instancs,
many small daily or weekly newspapers in Michigan's Upper Peninsula
published various news stories and editorfals either verbatim from
metropolitan newspapers or from other private sources, thus eontribu-
ting to the popular sentiment in their particular areas. To include
how each Michigan newspaper handled the Isle Royals issue during
this period would be nearly impossiblej hence, only coverage by the
“undaunted protagonist,” the Daetroit News, and by its "hypercritical
antagonist,” the Degtroit Free Press, can be considered here in depth.

Similarly, there were innumsrable state and federal legislators
vho had active roles in achieving the end product of the campaign. Ounly
those most instrumental in passing the necessary legislation and in
helping to acquire the lands of Esle Royale can be mentioned at length.
As the movement gathered momentum, many persons who formerly were
opposed to the projact cams to the fore to receive public credit and
recognition for an achievement they had little or ne positive interest
in prior to that time,
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This study will attempt to interpret historical fact as accu-~
rately as newspaper and periodical accounts, public records, private
ecorrespondance, and personal interviews will permit.



I1. THE ISLAND

Isle Royale is located in Lake Superior less than twenty
miles from the Minnesota atate line or Canadian border. The island
is a part of Koweenaw County, Michigan, though the closest Michigan
contact points, Houghton and Copper Harbor, are approximately three
times that distance sway. Access to the island is omly possible by
air or water, the latter presently being much more common because of
economical considerations and undependable aircraft landing conditions.!
Islands in the archipelago, mmbering 150-160, range in siza
from the main i{sland, which is forty-five miles long and nine milas
wide, to Lone Tree Island, vhich has "barsly space for the one pine
that stands to face all the winds that blow."? Thirty-two “major"
lakes on Isle Royals vary in sire from seven-and-one-eighth miles by
two-and-one-half miles (Siskowit Lake) to the few classified as “small,”
under one-eighth mile by one~quarter mile in srea (e.g., Bpidote Lake).d
The largest moose herd in the United States survives plentifully
on Isle Rcysle, despite sevaral thriving packs of wolves that prey upon

l41g1e Royale,” Atlgntic, CCVI (September, 1960), pp. 74-78. -

21etter from William P, ¥. Perguson, editor of the Franklin,
Pennsylvania, ~Herald, January 25, 1922, in “Chronological History
of the Isle Royale National Park Movement," & collection of newspaper
clippings, correspondence, brochures, programs, and public documents,
prepared by the Detroit News and donated to the Michigan Historical
Collections, Rackham Hall, at the University of Michigan, Aun Arbor.
Hereinafter cited as “Chronological History of the IRNMN.®

3'The Lakes of Isle Royale,"” a table prepared by William R.
Bennets, Keweanaw County Clerk and Register of Deeds, December 6, 1921,
“Chronological History of the IRNPM."

4



the sickly and elderly noose." Both speciecs of animal were
virtually unknown to Isle Royals until the winter of 1912, when it is
theorized that Lake Superior froze over to the Canadian mainland, and
the moose, wolf, and caribou crossed over the ice to the island. The
lagt<known caribou there were photographed in 1926 by Zames MacGillie
vray of Oscoda, an official photegrapher for the Michigan Department
of 0mervatian.5 but mooge and wolves have continued to flourish

on ths isolated wilderness island.

Consisting of 132,000 acres of barren rock, sugar maple,
birch, pine, and spruce trees, Isle Royala also boasts rich deposits
of copper and iron ore, besides ylelds ef the last North American
greenstons and certain other types of Thompsonite rock.5 stnilarlir.
University of Michi_an researchers discovered species of trout, white-
fish, and herring that were peculiar to Isle Royale in 1929, while
other scientists reported "hundreds ef types of unusual flora and
fauna" found nowhere else in the United States and reportedly in only
scattered regions of Canada and Alaska.7

Archeologists and historians have also been intrigued by the
Lake Superior island, since it 1s allegedly "Méchigan's only link with
the Stons Age."® As early as 1922, a Pemmsylvania newspapermsn, Williaam

4nyolves vs. Mooss on Isle Royals," Nationgl Geegraphie, CONIIT
(February, 1963), pp. 200-219,

srress Rlease from the Michigan Daepartment of Consarvation, n.d.,
"Chronological History of the IRNPM."

OLetter from William P. ¥. Ferguson to Albert Stoll, Jr.,
Scptember 20, 1922, ibid.

Jpetroit News, October 2, 1930, p. 7.

BMO. September 24, 1922, Pe 34.
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P. ¥. Yerguson, an Isle Royals expert and enthusiast, began conducting
archeological expeditions that resulted in tales of a "vanished race"
being disseminated in newspapers and periodicads throughout the mnatiom.
Journaliste and historians alike delighted in delving into the
mysterious past of the island. The Associated Press, a cooperative
newsgathering organization, syndicated an interview with Alfred
Merritt, & Duluth, Minnesota, pioneaer, who recalled stories told to
him by his father about Bz2ajamin Franklin's "treaty £ight to put Isla
Royale in the United States."? Franklin had reportedly realized the
island's potential as a source of copper and other natural resources,
Merritt recalled.

Because of its peculiar adaptability to scientific, historical,
and recreational activities, it is understandable that immediately
after the campaign to preserve the island as a park was begun, the
Detroit News reported that "there has been no ons found so far who
is not in favor of the projact."m Though this statement could not
be made realistically in the subseque..t twenty-five years of thes
campaign, Albert 8toll, Jr., could not be convinced that it was not
the will of the peopla to preserve lsle Royale, "a priceless relic of

all the ages since the world began," for posterity.

91bid., January 8, 1923, p. 12.
101p44., January 22, 1922, pp. 6-8.



I1I. TYE MAN

Albert Stoll, Jr., a professional newspaperman for more
than three decades, had several nationally significant accomplishments
to his credit during his lifetime. United States Senator Arthur H,
Vandenberg of Michigan, a former Grand Rapids newspaperman, wrote to
Stoll in 1936, saying that "there ought to be & monument to yoy on
Isla Royale, although the whole Rational Park will be a living monu~
ment to you."l- Mrs. Matt Farmer, chairman of the Isle Royale Pro-
tective Association, an Upper Peninsula group organized to suppert
and promote the eampaign, lauded 8toll in 1935, saying that "you,
more than any other one man, ara deserving of heartfelt praise for
the successful culmination of the Isle Royale National Park project."?
S$toll's opponent throughout the twentyefive-year campaign,
the Degroit Free Press, wrota in his obituary that “sportsmen lost a
great conservation leader" when Albert Stoll, Jr., "the founder, con-
ductor, and editor of the first outdoor page in an Amarican newspaper,"
died.3 "Pete" Stoll, as the journalist was nicknamed from early pseue

donymous writings on conservation under the name of “A. Peter Stowe,"

lietter from Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg, R-Michigan, to Albert
§toll, Jr., May 11, 1936, "Chronological History of the IRNPM.™

21atter from Mrs. Bertba Farmer, hostess and owner of Rock Harbor
Lodze on Isle Royale, to Albert 8toll, Jr., August 20, 1935, ibid.

dpetrott Free Press, December 12, 1950, p. 1.
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vas known to outdoor fans throughout the Midwest after starting his
special outdoor page in November, 1923, issues of the Detroit Newg.‘
Former Michigan Governor Chase 8. Osborn, in & letter written to “Pete"
from Texas in 1934, said that, "I consider you the best outdoor news=
paper naturalist in Michigan and probably in the country."5 S8toll was
sought as keynote speaker by sportsmen and conservation ciubs through=
out tha Great lLakes states, Canada, and in Washington, D.C., during
the last fifteen years thal he worked at the Newg.

The Detroit News Reforestation Plan, organized and prometed
by its conservation editor in 1929, served as a model for similar pro=
grams around the United States end Canada.® Thus, unknown thousands
of acres of forests on the North American ‘continent are a tribute to
the actime mind of this veteran wildlife writer. During the Great
Depression of the 19308, one of the primary functions of the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) was to replant cut-over woodlands with trses,
and Stoll was often consulted for his opinion on these proj.ctl.7‘
Stoll was an enthusiastic participant in activities at all -
levels, however, and not just at ths national level. Besides deing
" knowledgable as a reporte# and outdoorsman, he prided himself em
being a dependgble friend, son, grandson, father, husband, uncle, or
nephew, as the situation demanded. Born into a prominent Swiss-American
family in Detroit on December 29, 1883, he was the son of Albert Stoll,

4petrot Ncws, December 12, 1950, p. 20,

SLetter from Chase 8. Osborn, former Michigan Governor, te
Albert Stoll, Jr., March 1, 1934, "Chromological History of the IRNPM."

6petroip News, December 12, 1950, p. 20.
11p4d., August 14, 1935, p. 2.
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Sr., who was Wayne County auditor and who served in public life for

29 years .8

"Pete's" grandfather, Julius, was justice of Detroit's
first police court, and an uncle, Otto, was reglatcr of deeds in
Wayne County from 1909 to 1922,

When his parents bought property near Oxford, Michigan, in
northernOCakland County, young Stoll fall in love with an extensive
cedar swamp there and used to roam around in it for hours, his widow,
Isabel, teculln.g Though e tried many different occupations after
attending Central High School in Detroit and the Detroit Art Academy,
"his heart was always with exploring and writling about the outdoors,"
she said.

Ha was assistant advertising manager of the Olds Motor Company
from 1902 to 1904, and he held the same position with Buck's Stove and
Range Company of St. Louis, Michigan, from 1905 to 1907. After being
exeéutive of Buginess magazine, & publication of Detroit's Bookkeeper
Publishing Company, for four years, he became involved in two overlape
ping endeavors: he was president of tihe Stoll Printing Company from

1913 to 1918 and he became owner and editor ¢f the Michigan Sportgoman's

Magazing in 1915. It was in 1913 that he joined the reportorial staff
of the Detroit Newg.

Throughout his years of employment at the MNcws, Stoll maine
talned active comnections with federal and state wildlife agencies. He
was & deputy United SBtates gama warden from 1921 until his death, and

ha was a Department of Agriculturs bird bander for twenty-four years

81b14., December 12, 1950, p. 20.

91nterview with Mrs. Isabal Stoll, 691 Bloomfield Court,
Birminghsm, Michigan, June 28, 1966,
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beginning in 1926, He was technical adviser on development of the
federallyesponsored Waterloo Recreation Area near Chelgea, Michigan,
from 1937 to 1943. A trustec of the Huron=Clinton Parkway Association,
he was also active in Oakland County Boy Scout work, holding the title
of merit examiner in outdoor and nature study subjects for several years.

Former Michigan Covernor Alexander J., Grozesbeck requested in
1921 that Stoll take a leave of absence from the News to assume the
position of secretary to the Michigan Conservation Commission.10 He
took this position for two years, but continued constant commmication
with the Rows and maintained his active role in the Isle Royale National
Paxk project through correspondence and occasional editorial colurms
during these yecars.

When he retuned to the Nairs, he organized and directed such
activitics as the annual Bird House Contest and the Datroit KRews
Hikers., He was permancnt honorary president of the Michigam Outdoor
Writers' Association, a life member of the Michigan Audubon Society,
former chairman of the Michigan Wildflower Legislative Committee,
honorary member of the Isle Royale Protective Association, and a
wember of the American Ornithologists Union and the Metropolitaa Detroit
Courcil of American Youth Hostels.

irges Stoll recalls that, during the twenty-five years of the
Isle Royale campaign, "we had Isls Royale for breakfast, Sunch, and
dinner necarly every duy."ll Mrs. Betty Angelo, second oldest of

Stoll's three daughters and a8 foureyear member of the Detroit News

lobegggit News, December 12, 1950, p. 20.

l1nterview with Mrs. Isabel Stoll.
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reportorial staff herself, recalls that the daily trips, commuting
from Biraingham to work in Detroit, consisted largely of talk about
conservation, wildlife, and, particulsrly, Isls Royale.l2 After a
trip to the island in 1954 with her mother for the dedication of the
Albert 8toll, Jr., Memorial Trail, Mrs. Angelos said she was con-
vinced that it is one of ths most beautiful spots in the world. Re-
turning there several years later with her husband and two sons,

Mrs. Angelo reported that "1 can see more an more each time I see
that island, why Dad loved it so much.”

Mrs. Angelo's two sisters, Mrs. Martha Murphy, of Farming@on,
Michigan, and Mrs. Albertine leonhard, of Birmingham, Michigan, have
never visited Isle Royale, but both hops to do se in the future.l®
Mrs. lsonhard, the youngest of the siljiers, vividly recalls "how
stubborn Dad was when he wtnt;d something that might be a little
difficult te get."

When asked if Stoll ever got discouraged during the many
crises of the Isle Royale campaign, Mrs. Btoll commented that "he was
too enthusiastic sbout it to ever give up, though I'm sure he was
discouraged once in & whils=-which is pretty human."’® she said that
"he made up his mind that he was going to get results and then he got
them.” Even after he began te have intermittent heart attacks in the
uid=1940s, Stoll continued his active work in conservatiom projects
around the state. When it was doubtful whether his doctor would let

Dinterview with Mrs. Albertins Leonhard, youngest dsughter
of Albert '“11. J‘o. 691 Bloomfield mt. Bitlingh-. mhiw.
June 28, 1966.

Y rnterview with Mrs. Isabel Stoll.
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Stoll maks the trip to Isle Royale for dedication of the park in 1946,
lee A, White, & long~time colleague of 8toll's on the Detroit News,
wrote to Senator Vandenberg, "tiough 8toll'’s doctor may or msy not
pernit him to go on the 8. 8. South American for the dedication, I
think it would be much more detrimental to his health te miss the
event."!® Mrs. 8toll agreed vith this opinion, saying that her huse
band probably thought that he would rather die than miss tha culmination
of his twenty-five years of effort.l6

Yor the last two years of his life, 8toll was an {nvalid in
the Birmingham homs he had arranged to have constructed in 1924,
"when Birminghsm was way out in the sticks."”l7 During that time,
however, he continued to dictate news cepy to his wife and he retained
the title of econservation editor ef the DPetroit Nows until his death
on December 11, 1950, at the age of 66. From the tims of his birth
at Hancock and Brugh Streats in Detroit--the present site of Womsn's
Hospitale=until the time of his death in suburban Birmingham, Stell
had advocated outdoorsmanship and conservation in nearly everything
be did.18 |

Bert Stoll, & neyPhs employed as a reporter on the Bay City
Timeg at the time of Stoll's death, praised "Uncle Pete's outdoor

Lpetter from Lee A. White, managing editor of the Detroit Nows,
to Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg, August 8, 1946, "Chronological History
of the IRNMM."

161nterview with Mrs. Ifabel Stoll.

171nterview with Mrs. Albertine Lecnhard.

181nterviev with Mrs. Betty Angelo.
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personality" in a Forthern Trails colam on Christmas Eve, 1950.19
Begides tha "priceless personal experiences” he had shared with the
elder 8toll, Bert praised his unclae's influence on the rest of tha
American public, saying that "he was devoted to Michigan econservation
and outdoor subjacts to such an extent that anybody in American can
visit beautifully forested arcas and Isls Royala National Park both
now and in future generations.”

The most honorific tribute te Stoll came several weeks after
his death in an end-of-the-yecar issus of the Detroit Free Presg, the
primary opponent of his Isle Royale plan, in & saction-page story
headed, "Sportsmen fest Three Conservation lLeaders in 1950":

Bacause Stoll set the pattern, tha cause of conservation
through newspaper writing was advanced throughout the State.
S8ince public understanding and information accounts in no
small part for Michigan conservation leadership, Stoll was a
primary factor in the development of the State program,20

No greatar praise can be bestowed upon & man than that of an adversary

wvho has nothing to gain from eulogizing him after his death.

1954y City (Mich.) Iimeg, December 24, 1950, p. 22.

20pgtroit Free Press, December 29, 1950, p. 28.



IV. INCEPTION OF THE CAMPAIGN

In the 1929 volume of the Bul s published by the Public
Museum of Milwaukee, the following statement was concluded with the
imperative ples, "may the powerful influence of tha press be exere
cized to this end":

To secure Isle Royale as & National Park, it seems necessary
that a new and determined start be madewwith a strong organisza-
tion and competent leadershipj that the State of Michigan, the
various I.ur: Walton clubs and other friends of the project
co=operats.

The author of the report apparently was not aware that the press hed
begun exercizing its influence at least eight years earlier in the
offices of the Detroit News, and that the Isls Royals Hational Fark
movemant had already met with wide acceptance around the State of
Michigan and with 8 limited amount of natiomwide success.

Following a8 vacation on Isle Royals with friends in the summer
of 1921, Albert $tell, Jr., conservation writer for the Datroit News,
presented a plan to George B, Miller, his editor-in-chisf, whereby tim
News would launch a campaign to have the islsnd preserved as a park.?
Miller, "who fully appreciated the recreationsl advantages of the

1sland for public uss,” suggested at that time--in Saptember, 193!,

Ycity of Milwaukee, Public Museum, Bulletin 1929, Vel. X,
prepared by George A. West, "Copper: Its Mining and Uses by the
Aborigines of the Laka Superior Reglon," ppe. 40<41.

225;;211_&5.3}_, Decaember 12, 1950, p. 20.

14



15
that the campaign be directed at making Isle Royale a National Park
rather than a state game preserve, as Stoll had propoced.’ It was
agreed by both men, however, that the status that would best ingure
the permanent preservation of the island would be most acceptablas to
both of thems

¥Yor the first several months of the campaign, most of the
support for the park plan was directed at acquisition of Isle Royale
by the State of Michigan, rather than by the United States Kational
Park Service or the federal Department of Agriculture. One of the
most encouraging letters received by Stoll in late 1921, from Emerson
Hough, welleknown Chicago writer and conservationist, conceded that
Isle Royals "“would ba of great value" as a state park.d In response
to an inguiry from Stoll, Hough expressed his opinion sbout the
island's status:
it would pot ba my balief that it should be made & national
park, howvever, as we have more national parks now than we sre
properly taking cars of, and becausa Isle Royale would hardly
be accessible and extensive enough for Federal use.
He suggested that a "Michigan Citizens' Fund" be organized by Stell,
since & similar plan initiated in Wisconsin in the past had resulted
in the Northern Lakes being acquired for the people by the stats.
A wmore optimistic letter of response was received dy Stell
from Enos Mills, a Longs Peak, Colorado, educator and naturalist who

had long been familiar with Isle Royals. Obviously a poetic and

3petroit News, January 22, 1922, p. 6.

ALetter from Emerson Hough, 208 Scuth LaSalle, Chicago,
Illinois, to Albert 8toll, Jr., December 1, 1921, “Chrenological
History of the IRNPM."
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idealistic person, Mills desecribed the beauties of the island, on
which the "waves of five inland seas merrily play, as though these
wvera young and new. "3 Concerning his opinions on possible park
status for Isla Royale, he concluded his letter with: "My guass is
that every man, woman, and child in Michigan is now thinking of Isle
Royale as a state park.”

S8ecking United States government approval of his plan, Stoll
wrote to the Forestry Service Division of the United S$tates Department
of Agriculture, inquiring into the poesibility of Isle Royale being
set aside as & National Forest. L. Z. Kneipp, assistant forester of
tha Porestry Service, prompty disheartened the Detroif Nowg reporter
by referring to two pieces of lsgislation recently introduced in ths
U. S. House of Representatives, which would “extinguish™ eny little
intarest that the federal government thenm hald in Isle Royale.® As
a consolation, he appended a hand-written postscript:

It would, however, ba wholly feasible for thae State to
establish such & refuge and I should judge that action looking
toward the creation of a State Geme Praserva or Rafuge is what
tha situation demanda.’

| Despite the generally discouraging tone of the opinions
offered by '"those who matter,” $toll continued his inquiriaes as to
the potential public support of tha park project. After being appoiated
by Governor Alexander J. Groesbeck to the position of secraetary to the

Michigan Conservation Commission in late December, 1921, 8toll carried

Sletter from Bnos Mills of Longs Peak, Colorado, to Albert
8:011’ Jto. Dacember 24. 1921. Lb éo

614:::‘: from L. Z. Kneipp, assistant forester of the United
States Forestry Service, to Albert Stoll, Jr., December 9, 1921, ibid.

ny.
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on voluminous corraspondence with political and conservation leaders
from his post in Lansing, attempting to determine public reaction to
the plan. William B, Mershon, vice-president of the American Game
Protective Association and prominent Saginaw, Michigan, ornithologist,
wrote that "the time to do anything of this kind is pight pow."8 Ww. T.
Hornaday, a trustee of New York City's Permanent Wild Life Protection
Fund, argued that an island makes & poor game raeserve and that, "ere
long, & game preserve on Isle Royale might become embarrassing.” Warn-
ing that it “would be well" for Stoll to consider his undertaking,
Hornaday expressed the opinion of many eportsmen, when he wrote that
he "would rather establish a preserve in the heart of a forest on some
mainland district vhere legitimate hunting is allowabla."?

The epistolary battle between hunting enthusiasts and avid
conservationists encountered another point-ofeview from Robert H.
Rayburn of tha Island Mill Lumber Company at Alpena. Rayburn, an
active Northern Michigan lumberman and sports enthusiast, suggested
that Isle Royale would be & "firste-class game sanctuary," beceuse it
vas well protected and evén:ually could be used to stock the rest of
the state with game "as sattlers encroach and hunters increase."10
This idea, when publicized, served to create amity between the two
fronts, at least temporarily. These and other signs of progress revie
talized Stoll as he was preparing to assume his position on the State
Conservation Commission. A letter from a Michigan pionger, Georgse

8letter from Willism B, Mershon of Saginaw, Michigam, te
Albert Stoll, Jr., December 1, 1921, "Chronological History of the

&RNPM,

’utut from W, T Hornaday of New York, New York, to Albert
Sto].l. Jxes December 5, 1921. M’

101etter from Robert H. Rayburn of Alpena, Michigan, te Albert
8“11. Jt.. December 7. 1921. Lb °
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Shiras III, living in Washington, D.C., may have provided the inspira=
tion that kept Stoll's interest alive throughout his twoe-year term on
the commnission., After stating his support for the Isle Royale park
plan as “the most practical solution for the perpetuation of certaln
species of large game," Shiras played an ifmportant role as crusader
by offering the obviously encouraging words:

I have always found that one active organization or a
publication of stauding can accomplish more by a systematic
campalign than where a popular movement lacks a permanent and
well-known mediume The Detroit Newg will achieve a welle
marited honor 1f it can successfully father this project.n

Public and private groups of individuals began expressing

support for the proposal of acquiring Isle Royale as a stata park or
gams preserve soon after the Nzswg gave opening publicity to the ides.
George L. lusk, secretary of the Michigan Department of Conservation,
sent a copy of the following resolution, passed at a December 20, 1921,

board meeting, to Stoll:

Whereas, the Dctroit News has begun a campaign of publicity
with the object of making Isle Royale a State Park, Reselved

that the Commission on Conservation heartily indorses this entere
prise and pledgas its earnest co-operation in every way possibls
to bring about the desired result.

Resolved further, that the thanks of the commission are dus
and heraby tenderad tha Detroit Nows for iB initiative and publiec
spirit in urging this splendid enterprisa.

During tha following year, whils 8$toll performed his duties as
secretary of the Michigan Conservation Commission, several more groups
of apparently influential people voiced approval of the state park plan.

Letters sent to Stoll and to Governor Groesbeck by the Citizens Associe

ation of Chicago in August, 1922, warned of impending lumbering operations

ll1atter from George Shiras III, Stoneleigh Court, Washington
D.C., te Albert Stoll, Jze, December 9, 1921, idid.

12; .¢tar from George L. Lusk, December 22, 1921, ibid.
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that were allegedly to begia on Isla Royale the following summer.
Explaining that a force of forty-five timber cruisers had explored
the island in June, the group cautloned against the pcssible cone
scgucnces of such exploitation of the island's natural rescurces:

It would be nothing less than a crime for the State of Michigan

to permit that wonderful domain to be gpoiled in such a manner,

vhen it can ba purchased by the State for less than $2 an acre. 8
A similar plsa came tea days later from the newly-formed Citizens Comme
ittee of Isle Royale, compused of '"the cottags owners aid annual
sumer residents of Isle Royala living on the northeast half of the
1sland."¥ writing to Stoll, the Dctroit Nows, and the State Departe
ment of Conservatica, Ralph W. Emexscn, secretary of the coammittee,
reported that the islanders adasantly opposed cutting of timber, which
"invariably" results in fires and great damage to the uncut timber,
plus loss of moose and caribous. A motion was unanimous adopted,
Exzerson wrote, advocating that Isle Royale ''be taken over by the State
of Michigan as a Timber aand Game Reserves'

These and many other widely=publicized statements made regarding
the proposed 1sle Royals project created an impeths during the first
year of tha campaigneean impetus that was to rise and fall wany times
during the next twentyefive years. A nuuber of the persons imvolved
in the wovemeat would change thelr respactive positions during that
time; some would assoclate themselves with 'the cause,”" either teapore

arily or permanently, whils still others would completely lose interest

Lretter from Shelby M. Singlioton of tha Citiznes Association
of Chicago, August 8, 1922, ibid.

Wietter from Ralph W. Emerson, secretary of the Citizsns Comm-
ittee of Isle Royale, August 18, 1922, ibid.
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in the idea. But Stoll, interviewed by several of Michigan's Upper
Peninsula newspapers gt the end of that first year, expressed the
viewpoint that he maintained throughout the quarter=century campaign.
Appearing in the Houghton Mipning Journal under the headling, "Stoll
Enthuses Over Isle Royale's Beauty, Says State Should Take Over Regiem
For Park Purposes," tha story quoted 8teoll, secretary of the Conserva-
tion Commission, who had just returned to the mainland from Isls

Royale:

"1f the people of Méchigan permit the remainder of this
island teo slip away from them, two hundred years from now
they will be bitterly blamed by those gexl\grstiom cheated
of their rightful heritage,” Stoll said.
The only facet of this opiniom that was to be altered during the
difficult years abead was that Stoll's campaign changed from state-

wide to nation-wide in character.

LHoughton Mining Journal, August 22, 1922, p. 1.



V. NEWS AMD FEATURE STORIES, 1321-1931

During the first year of the Isle Royale campaign, American
newspaper readers were fed regulaxr doses of post-war prosperity, the
controversial Versaillaes Treaty, the Pacific treaty system, the rebel
ideas of T. 8. Eliot and other ”expatrhua," the Eighteenth Amend~
ment prohibiting manufacture or sae of liquor ian the United States,
and the smalletown editor from Ohio, Warren G. Harding, described by
newspaper columnist Walter Lippmaun a3 & man "distinguished by the
fact that nothing distinguishes hi.n."1 a "do=-nothing" president who
flaunted Prohibition publicly by serving whiskey at his frequent
White House poker partiea.z The observant subscriber to the Petroit
News would have noticed, besides regular local coverage md interpre-
tation of the effects of national events, a definite pervading undere
current of "Isle Royalism," especially in the Sunday feature and roto=
gravure sections.

Twelve photographs and two maps on the front page of the picture
section, plus a threee-page story under the headline, “Michigan's Last
Bit of Untouched Nature," appeared with the by-line of Albert Stoll,
Jr., on January 22, 1922, indicating that public attention was being
sought for the park project and that the campaign was underway in full

1pichard w. Leopold, Growth of American Foxeign Poligy (New
Yorks Alfred A. KRnopf, 1962). pe 406,

2Charles R. Adrian and Charles Press, The American Political
Procegg (New York: McGraweHill Book Company, 1905), pp. 128~129,

20
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force. 1la his fecature story on the {3land, Stoll traced the evelution
cf the "primeval wildernesses" of Michigan that were much more common
to the state f1fLy years earlier than they wera then. Making a plea
for action, he predicted that in another f1fty years, there would be
no such beauty spots, "unlzss we wmake it our task now to acquire by
purchase, condemnation or gift such areas as may lie within our bounde
aries."# A bit of "journalistic evangelism" lauded the mysterious
history and magnificence cf the island, concluding with the following
promotivé parégraph;

It 18 not too much to expect the acquisition of this {sland
by gift. It would be a magnificent act upon the part of the
present owners to give this land to the people of Michigan for
all time to come, with the express understanding that the island
shall always be preserved in its natural state and become a
public park and recreation ground.

8cores of letters were recaivad in the Detroit News office following
the appearance of Stoll's feature. Writers of the letters ranged in
character from an eighteysar-old Boise, Idaho, girl who had visited
the island the prsvious two summers, to an eightyeeight-year-old Mile
waukee, Wisconsin, man who was born on Isle Royals before Michigan was
admitted to the Union.” Encouraging letters from persons like these,
personal conversations, and an innate sense of optimism bolstered
Stoll's conviction that the public wanted to hear more about the poss~
ible acquistion of Isle Royale by the state.

The next major feature stories about the island began running

little more than a month later in the form of a fourepart series by

bpetroit News, January 22, 1922, pp. 6-8, p. 1E,.

SLetters of response to Detroit Newg stories, 'Chronologlcal
History of the IRNPM,"
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Stoll's friend and colleagzue, William P, F, Farzuson, editor of the
Franklin, Pennsylvania, Nrws-Terald. In the opeulag lines of the
series, heailinzd "On Isle Royala with tha Isle Royalists," Pergusom
madg a plea for the preservation of the island:
The {sland 18 about to be plunderad and nobody but the

people of Michigan can prevent it. Forests and big game will

be lost for all eternity if the axe 1s allowed into the virgin

timber.b
This was the general tons of the descriptive and intriguing accounts
written exclusively for $toll and the DPetroit News by Fergusom, whe
already had visited and studied the island for nearly twenty years.
Concluding his series in late spring, the Pemnsylvania newsman began
making plans for an archeological expedition to Isle Royale in the
suturn of 1922, He wrote several letter to the Detroit Newg secking
financial backing for the undertaking, but was told by lee A, White,
Stoll's replacement while he was serving on the Michigan Comservation
Commission, that the News would be glad to buy articles on the results
of the expedition, but that no financial aid could be profferred before~
band.? A second series by Ferguson began ruuning in the Dgtroit News
on September 20, 1922, liuking Michigan to the Stone Age after dise
covery of a pra-historic village on Isle Royale.a Newspapers and
syndicates around tha country reported historical accounts based on

Ferguson's findings and joumnalists like Dctrcit News correspondent,

6Detroit News, March 5, 1922, pe 4.

TLetter from Lee A. White of the Detroif News, to William P. T.
Perguson, August 1, 1922, "Chronological History of the IRNPM."

abetroit News, September 20, 1922, p. 1.
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George B. Catlin, cited the importance of the discovery to archee-
logical history and even te the history of Detroit.?

In the winter of 1922, Stoll arranged to have Laurie York
Brskine, a young Detroit Necws staff member, sent to Isle Royals te
write another series of articles about the island. The seven-part
sequence of adventure-filled stories first appeared in the Sunday
magasine section en December 3, under the headline, "Ring of Ax
Threatens Isle Royale, Virgin Paradise of the Great uu..'_'“' The
tve-page feature, which included several scenie photographs, merked
the beginning of the Isle Royale Mational Park movement, since it
wvas the first time federal government acquisition was mentioned,
rather than acquisition by the State of Michigan. BErskine editorial-
ized somevhat, after a conference with $toll and Miller, the News
editor-in-chief, in the following menner:

Isle Royals should be preserved in all its primsval loveliness

by the Federal Government as a resort for the people of America.
It is the only spot in ths entire Great Lakes region which remains
as the glaciers left it.

The government should take the island over, or, this failing
to bs dong--and done immediately--ths State of Michigan should
preserve it until such an act should be brought about.ll

The third story in the series by Erskine, headlined "Isle Royale
Invasion Threatens Kingdom of the Moose,” warned that the United States
was in dangar of losing its largest moose sanctuary!

1f Isle Royale and the timber on it is preserved, the United
States will continus in the possession of this uniques sanmctuary

for moose and caribou., If lumbering is allowed, they will all be
driven off Isls Roysls forever.ld

mm.. December 3. 1’22. Pe 1E.

Urnid.
nMo. December 1. 1’22. Pe 4,
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Erskine's articles resulted in an immensely promising chain ef gvents
in the administration of the State of Michigan before the series aven
had run its complets course.

A front-page story on Christmas Eve, 1922, reported that Jolm

Baird, commissioner of the Michigan Department of Conservation, would
prefer that Isle Royale be made a National Park rather than a state
preserve.l? The thres-column srticle, headlined "Wants Isle Roysle
as a U, 8. Park," included & suggestion by Baird that sll "publice
spirited citizens" should donate either money or land toward the park
plan. He concluded his statemsnt to the press with:

This does not mesn that the state government has lost interast
in Isle Royale. On the contrary, we believe this marvelous beauty
sport should be made accessible to all the people on the best
possible terms.

Three days later, Governor Groesbeck remarked that, since the Newp had
started promoting the purchase of the Lake Superior fsland, he had
investigated the possibility and found that most of the area had deen
sold to lumber firms. He said he was and always had been in favor of
having the people purchase the island, “a treasure that should be re~
tained by the state."¥ The governor suggested that, if the cost was
deemed to be reasonable, he would personally support the introduction
of a legislative bill that would condemm that part of the islant not
owned by the government.

EBarly the next year, two prominent Michigan authors, Jamss

Olivexr Curwood of Ovosso, and Orrim A. Demoss of Detreit, wers intexe
vieved by the Detroit News after they had accused $toll and Baird of

131b14, December 24, 1922, p. 1.
ulb“o. December 27. 1922. Pe 1.
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attempting to spend millions of the taxpayers' dollars on ths Isle
Royale project. Curwood and Demoss, authors of outdoor novels and
poetry, respectively, had requested immediate comment from S8toll and
Baird at a Michigan Game Association banquet, whare they had mede
their charges. The News story, headlined "Baird Msets His Accusers,”
indicated that Stoll's argumants had eonvinced both authors of the
practicality of the project. $toll was quoted as saying that, "at
maximom, it would cost the State less than §1 million and Gov. Alex
J. Groesbeck has plans that may get it for practically uthi.ng."u
Letters of support from both Curwood and Demoss to Stoll during the
next several months were evidence of the ot!ocumul\o! the latter's
argunents, as well as of the suthors’ open-mindedness.

Captain Robert Rllsworth, chairmen of the Commercisl Fishing
Bureau in the Michigan Department of Comsarvation, was the subject of
a Detroit News story, "“Save Royala's Timber Is Plea,” on January 13,
1923. Ellsworth describsd in vivid terms what the probable results
would be {f lumbaring were allowed to begim on the islend:
The State ought to make a park out of Isle Royals, if for
no other reason than to preserve the cover for wild life. If
the island was cut over there would be surs to be a fire that
would swveep the island. The i{sland is solid rock with a compara-
tively thin coating of dirt that has taken centuries to build up.
A devastating fire would burn that earth so badly that it would
take centuries more to produce the natural cover the island has
now. It would certainly be & crying shame to let that island be
robbed of its timber, as it will be if the State does not step
it this year,16
Following the appearance of that story, the News received nesrly one
hundred letters from fisherman, hunters, and sportsmen's groups sround

the state, supporting the proposed Isle Royale park preoject.

151b14., January 10, 1923, p. 12.
161114., January 13, 1923, p. 3.
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The intermittend flurry of Isle Royale park promotion
storiaes in the Detroit News continued through the second month of
1923. Ths principal topic of the stories stemmed from a statement
by Arne B, Cammarer, sacting director of the National Park Service,
published in the Ncws on February 2, with the headline, "U. 8. Eyes
Long on Isls Royals." Cammerer sdmonished the opening of Isle
Royale to coumercial exploitation, saying that it would be "an
{rrepsrable disaster mot only to Michigan but to the United States."}7
He praised the beauties and location of the island, which would be
only the second National Park east of the Mississippi, 4f it were so
designated. Stating that "the principal criticism that can be made
of our national park system is that it is confined almost wholly te
the far west,” Cammerer encouraged the people of Michigaa to “do theif
duty by the rest of us and take steps to conserve this besuty, which
has been conserved for Michigan in the past by accident.™ A statement
of this nature from a federal efficial resulted {n hundreds of "letters
to the Rditor" and private correspondence with Stell, both approving
and opposing the plan.

Bxcept for routins feature stories and scenie photographs of
the 1sland, thers was little further news of progress inm the project.
reported in the News until September 12, 1923, when it was announced
that "Stats Gets Big Gift on Royale."™ Axn "unnamed donor" reportedly
had agreed to donate 45,000 acres toward making Isle Royale & pudlic
park, with the only stipulation being retention of the mineral rights

u&!&c. Pebruary 2, 1923, p. }
181b4d., September 12, 1923, p. 1.



27
by the owner. Citing that "one-third of the island is now in the
hands of the psople,” the story offered the opinion that "the State
now possegsses the finest part of the island acenicauy."“ Stoll,
concluding his second year as secretary of tha Michigan Conservation
Commission, was quoted as saying that predicted lumber operations om
Isle Royale "would probably not be carried out," since past ventures
of this nature on the rocky shores of Lake Superior "Had not been
financially successful.”

At this point, the Ncwg began prinfjing more featurs stories
by Pennsylvania newsman, Willism P, F. Ferguson, who had returned te
the island that summexr to explore the village discovered there the
sumer before. The concluding story in this serles, appearing under
the headline, 'Deserted 1,000 Years, Ruins of Isle Royale Village
Kaep Secret of Ancient Racs That Came for Copper,” pleaded for the
preservation of the island for recreational purposes, but more partice
ularly, for "further archeological, historical, and other scientific
study of the virgin Lake Superior wilderncss."19

After his return to tha fulletime reportorial staff of the
Detroit News, Stoll began publicizing the campaign more than ever
before, through such articles as "lIcebound on Isle Royale All Winter,
Couple Haven't Time to be Lonesome."20 This interview with Mr. and
Mrs. Biil Lively, guardians of the island after the boating season,
apparently vas intended to illustrate the year-round qualitiss of Isle
Royale, which 'could be a popular tourist spot in winter as well as in

sumuer."+1

19pgtroit Fews, October 21, 1923, pe 22.
201114., December 16, 1923, p. 18.
2 pa,
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As the third year of the Isle Royale campalgn was beginning
at the Detroit News in late 1923, the nation was reading more sbout
Secratary of State Charles lvansinnghss. and about Calvin Coolidge,
wvho had been named President of the United S8tates after the death of
Warren G. Harding on August 2., The administration had finany. pro=
claimed officlally that the League of Nations “is not for us,"?? and
xenophobia, especially regarding orientals, was prevalent among the
prosperous ‘and Prohibitionedefying public.

The Isle Royale campaign took a giant step forward two days
after Valentine's Da&,»1924., Threaequarters of the front paga of
the Saturday, February 16, issue of the Detroit News was devotaed to
a story written by 8toll under & three=columm headline, "Government
Wants Isle Royale for Park." The report reproduced a letter from
Secretary of the Interior Hubert Work, who expounded e¢n the need for
more National Parks east of the Mississippi. Ia a letter to Stoll,
Work wrote that Stephen T. Mather, director of the National Park Sarvice,
would more than likely visit the island "as soon as possible” to help
determine the desirability of Isle Royale as a Hational Park.?d Ia-
cluded fn the neaxly fullepage spread on the island were nine pictures
ranging from rocky Scoville Peint to moosa drinking on the shores of
Siskowit Bay. In ths Sunday edition the following day, 8tell msde the
rather premature prediction that "lsle Royale's Fight to Live Nears

Success." Listing the names of several men who waere “"instrumental in

22100pold, p. 451.
33De§;o;c News, FPebruary 16, 1924, p. 1.



29
the park campaign,” Stoll quoted A. ¥. Demaray, director of the
National Park Travel Buresu, who said it was difficult for him to
visualize a national monument oxr park accessible only by boat, since
the United States possessed no such area at that time. The story
concluded with a "comnercial” on Isle Royales by Demaray:

Tha idea and thought of an island park is uniqua in the
establishment of national parks. Visiting tourists and vacae
tionists desiring to avail themselves of the appealing besuties
of Isle Royale should find no difficulty or exparience no
inconvenience in reaching the island by steamer, for I understand
that boats from Duluth and Houghton make regular trips to the
1sland ports.s4

Stoll's \pcrsonal opinion was reflected in the closing line of the story,
noting that "if the island becomes & Kational Park, the eight-seeing
public will hsve an opportunity to travel the greates: of our inland
lakes to view & natural wonder."?3

leading qff the next day's follow=up story, haaded “Isle

Royale's Praises Sung," Stoll wrote: "National Park officials are

not the only persons interested in the acquisition of Isle Royale as

a National Park,."26 Following quotations by Work, Mather, and ether
state and faederal officials who had corresponded with Stoll on the
issua, the forty-inch story than cited Colonel William B. Greely,

chief forsster of the U. 8. Forestry Service, as & source of further
approval of the park plan. Greely had expressed surprise '"that an area
as extensive as Isle Royale covered with virgin growth of timber re-
mained within the boundaries of Michigan" and urged that "every mesns

should be taken to preserve this unpsrallelled stand of virgin timber."2’

um-d’t ,‘bmry 17’ 1924. P 1.
261bid.
2671,14., Pebruary 18, 1924, p. 2.
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During the following month, the Newge=in response to the many
Isle Royale stories~-was flooded with increasing numbers of suggestions,
objections, and "Latters to the Editor" concerning the campaign. When
ths Detroit Board of Commerce ammounced its support of the park plam
and plans for a tour of tha island as its annual summer excurgiom,
letters to the Fews from the Detroit area increased in volume. Whem
Stoll reported the announcement in the Ncwg on March 18, he wrote that
"inasmuch as the project of securing Isle Royale as a National Park
has the bacRing of the board, it was considared fitting that its mem~
bers be give; a chance to learn somathing of the island."28 Anether
breakthrough occurred on the federal level on March 22, when President
Coolidge issued an Executive Order withdrawing all public lands on
Isle Royale from sale 'pending determination as to the advisability of
including such lands in a natiocnal monument."2? This event was reporte
ed by Stoll on April 10 as a sidebar to the story that announced plans
of "certain Washington officials"” to make an inspectlion tour of Igle
Royale "sometime during the coming season."30 Tha dacision finally was
made to have William H, Wallace, chairman of tie Michigan Conservation
Commission, lead "the official party" to the island on Juns 14, the
News announced. Included in the official parxiy would be Secretary of
the Interior Work, National Park Service Direcfor Mather and "other

Washington officials," thae story reported.31

281bid,, March 18, 1924, p. 1.

29y, 8., President, 1923-1929 (Coolidge), Bxscutive Order
(Washington: U.S. Goveroment Printing Office, 1924).

30petroit News, April 10, 1924, pe l.
311p1a., May 24, 1924, p. 1.
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The five hundred participants in the Board of Commerce

cruise to Isla Royale brought back with them "a recommendation to

the directors of the board that thay approve the movement that tha
Federal Government conserve the 1sland as a national park and game
rcfuge,” the Mews reported on June 16. 1In the story, headed "Cruisers
Woa by Isle Royale," Stoll reported interviews with several promineng
voyagers, all of whom "thoughit there was too short a time on the Lake
Superior 131and."32 More sigaificant for the park plan, however, was
an interview two days latzr with Nat{onal Park Service Diractor Stephen
T. Mather, who said he would recommiend it as a national monument as
goon as he returnmel to Washington from the islanl. Aaserting that Isle
Royale "measures admirably up to National Park standards," Mather
praised the island for its beauty and for its location as a prospective
National Park:

Wa need national parks east of the Mississippi River, since we
have but ona now of 5,000 acres in Maine. If Isle Royale could be
added 53 this group, the East could equal the West in park attrace
tions.

A final story in this phase of the campaign appeared in the News eight
days later, again quoting the Rational Park S8ervice Director, in
"Mather O.K.'s Isle as Park."” Stoll obtained most of tha information
for this story from & press release issued by the Department of the
Interior after Mather's return to Washington, in which the directer said
he "was very enthusiastic over the possibilities of this virgin, une
touched island wilderness for National Monument purposes.”34 The con-

cluding paragraph of this story would be considered, by 1966 standards,

321v34., June 16, 1924, p. 2.
331b1d., June 18, 1924, p. 1.
341b1d., June 26, 1924, p. 1.
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to be “"propaganda,” since its contents wera true in only a relativa
sense:
The easy accessibility of the island 13 one of i{ts foremost
features. The director's party left Chicago in the evening and
the next evening was on Isle Royale, making the combination train
and boat trip in less than 24 hours.3?
While it is true that Mather and his party did arrive at Isle Royale
within twenty-four hours, the island's "easy accessibility” vas a
virtue which could be, and was, disputed at that time.
The first period of inactivity in the Isle Royale Rational
Park -ovmnﬁ began in the summer of 1924 and lasted through the
summer of 1928, While all stories written during this intervening
period referred to the island as "our proposed mational pu-k" or
"soon to become ths nation's second National Park east of the Missise~
ippi River," little newsworthy action took place on either the state
or the federal level., By autumn of 1925, stories began appearing in
the News that indicated the island might never become a park. On
September 6, 1925, Stoll wrots, in "State Taps Isle Royale for New
Trout Supply," that the Michigan Department of Conservation was plamning
to stock state streams with native Isle Royale trout instead of importe
ing t:han.:‘6 It vas even suggested on October 18, that the island should
be set aside as a "partridge sanctuary,” if nothing else.37 Jomn H.
Lowe, chairman of the Department of Natural Science at Marquette Stats

Normal 8School, had proposed that tha conservation department designate

351bid,, June 26, 1924, p. 2.

36}1;_;!_.. September 6, 1925, pe ll.

371bid., October 18, 1925, pe 4.
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the islaud for this purpose as soon as possible and begin trapping
and exporting partridze there immediately, Stoll rzported. But
beusath thils example of objcctive reporting, Stcll's optimistic and
adventurcsome 8pirit kuew "that the park plan will mat:rialize."38
btecause ha was working practically fulletime atlemptiag to maka arrange=
weats for acquisition of the lands on the island for Natioual Park
purpuses.

Ia July ¢f 1923, the Ncws publlshed rucalag accountd of the
McDouald-Massce expedition, organlzed by E:zens F. McDonald, Chicago
yachtsman and explorer, to muka a two-month study of the Isle Royale
archipelazo. Iaspired by this opportunity for new human interest
storias about the island, Stoll rarely missaod a day without reporting
somé background information on '"Michigan's Propescd Natiomal Park."39
After the thres-ship expedition left Chicago, encountered a menacing
water spout that damnaged ome ship, and finally arrived at Isle Royale,
the Newg continued to follow the activities of the group, emphasizing
the National Park aspect at all times. 7The two stories receiving the
greatest play during this twoemonth period appeared ca July 31 and on
August 12. The former, headlined "Coolidge Is Invited to Isle Royale,"
gave an account of a letter sent by leaders of the axpedition to Prese
ident Coolidge, asking him to visit and observe "the island of pre-

historic man."#? Tha second story vas given a four=colummn front page

headline, "Isle Royale Park Plea Seut Coolidge.” Stoll reported in

38Letter from Albert Stoll, Jr., to Stephen ¥. Mather, National
Park Bervice Director, December 18, 1926, 'Ck'onological History of the
IRNPM." - A

39petroit News, July 19, 1928, p. 2.

401p14., July 31, 1928, p. 1.
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this story that the expedition had sent a "wircless petition” to the
Pregsldent after receliving no response to the letter sent two weeks
earlier. A portion of the wireless messaygc was included in the
account: "President Coolidge, somcthing must be done to preserve
forever this northern land of woods and waters for the people of this
country."41 A third plea sent by the expedition to Coolidze was pube
licized in the Ncws on August 15, but tihe only new persuasiom introe
duced by the group wat that Isle Royale was "easily accessible by
steamship from Buffaio, Cleveland, Detroii, Chicago, Houghton, and
Duluth,"%2 Further reports, discoveries, aad theorics of the McDonalde
Massee exploratioas appecared in the Ncws until the end of the year.

The final story of the seventh year of the campaign quoted M, W. Stire
ling, new chief of the bureau of Aworican Ethnology of the Smithsonian
Institution, who conjectured that "Michigan's proposed National Park"
may have been the source of all the copper used north of Mexico previous
to the "invasion of the white wan."*3

Mecanwhile, on the mational scene, many changes had been taking
place. War had been 'cutlawed" by the Kellogg=Briard Pact, described
as & '"quixotic gesture of pure idealism"; the "Coolidge prosperity,”
though kept in Republican hauds, was takcn over by Herbert Hoover, the
"poor Iowa farm boy"; and big city syndicates had corcered the tremen=
dous liquoresmuggling market through "gangland tactics™ across the nation

in response to Prohibition.*? Stoll was convinced, however, that the
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reading public wanted to sece more than accounts of postewar eonferences,
the booming economy, and racketeering, and he fiought to keep his cons~
ervation page and the Isle Rcyale National Park movement alive, both
through actions i{n his private and public 1ife. He made countless
gsp2cches before conservation and sportsmen’s clubs, btesides f£illing
his columms with material of interecst to the outdcor enthusiast.

The Hartman Bill, the conternts cf which were proposed to the
Miclilgan Conservation Cemnission by Stoll in early 1929,‘5 was passed
by the Michigan Legislature in the spring and signed by Governor Pred
V. Green on May 23, 1929, Tuis bH11), which appropriated $15,000 to
finagce a survey of Isle Royale by the University of Michipgan, was
intended to "erxpedite the acceptance cof the island by the Federal

Government as a National Pa-k," the Datrrit News reported.#6 A second-

day story following the sizning of the bill quoted Alexander G, Ruthven,
chairman of the Department of Zoology, director of the University Mue
scum, and Dean of Administratlion at the University of Michigan, as saying
that the survey would "center national attention on the historic and
scientific wondars of tha biz 1sland."®7 Stoll followed Ruthven's
statement with a bri=f progress report on the Isle Royale park preoject:
A movement 13 on foot to make Isle Royale a national park.

The only major progress thus far is that the owner of a large

part of the land which 13 not held by the government is said to

be willing to dedicate his property for this purpose, and the

sponsors of the mational park movement are confident that money

to purchase the remainder could be raised by private oubocriptiou.‘s

Stories with datelines from Isle Royale were frequent during the summer

, 4SL-ettet from Albaert Stoll, Jr., to M‘chigan Congervation
Comuission, January 28, 1929, "Chronological iistory of the IRNPM."

A6Detroit;:News. May 23, 1929, p. 1.

471p14., May 24, 1929, p. 1.
481bid., May 24, 1929, p. 2.
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of 1929, a period everflowing with feature and background materials.
Two typical examples of the summer's offerings appeared in the Newg
on June 30 and August 21. The first, "Isle Royale's Mysteries Lure
U. of M. Scientists," besides reporting the proposed staff of ths
expedition, volunteered sevaral paragraphs of information regarding
the Rational Park movement:

Government officials have signified their eagerness te accept
the island as a national park site, thus insuring for all time
the preservation of its natural beauties and objects of scientific
interest. The owners of more than half of the island already
have tendered their holdings to the Federal Government free of
cost for this purpose.4?

The second story, which gave the first major account of the newly
expanded eleven-member Michigan Conservation Commission, reported on
a trip taken to the island by the commission. Headlined "Board Is
'Sold' on Isle Royale,” the story quoted W. H. Loutit, chairman of
the commission, who said:

"I give the people of the State of Michigan my assurance that
anything I can do, as chairman of Michigan's Conservation Commis-
sion, toward the definite and all-time preservation of this island
for the future enjoyment of all Americans. I resolve to help ob-
tain land in every wvay, by private purchase, condesmation, og gife.

"Isle Royale must be a National Park,” lLoutit concluded. 0

The remainder of the summer's reportage on the expedition generally fol-
lowed this pattern and recounted the activities of the varicus scientists
working with the expedition.

Ths next significant occurrence in the campaiga was related in

the September 15 issue of the Newg--an issus filled with news of Isls

"Mo. Juns 30, 1929, Pe 3.
501b1d., August 21, 1939, p. 12.
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Royale. Frank M. Oastler, a member of the Government Advisory Comm-
ittee on National Parks, visited the island and spoke about potential
development of tourist facilities on the island:

Never have I seen a spot vhere thera is so much virgin forest,
such wildness and natural beauty, together with accessible, com-
fortable living accommodations. There are other places to be
found where nature is as unspoiled by the hand of man, but most
of these places are accessible only by pack horse or afoot, and
living conditions are necessarily of the crudest sort. On the
other hand, in most places where comfortable camps have been es-
tablished, the wild life has been destroyed.’l

This promotional story was written by Florence Davies, a hostess at
Isle Roysle's Rock Harbor lLodgs, a rustic tourist hotel, and was accom-
panied by six scenic photographs.

Intriguing accounts of archeological and scientific discover-
ies or theories reported in the Detroif News continued to result in
frequent spontansous letters to 8toll or "letters to the Editor."

One such report was a two-page feature with four pictures, four diagrams,
and a map, all of wvhich vers intended to support a theory of Isle
Royale's history. It was proposed that the early miners ef the island
wers "part of }tho Lost Ten Tribes who left Palestine, crossed over the
Behring Straits and colonized a part of the North Amsrican continent

in 700 l.(:."""z A University of Michigan ichthyologist, Walter N.

Koels, who discovered two new species of fish cn Isle Royals, failed

to gat as much response from readers as those who had released their
findings earlier, probably because the stock market crash of late Septe

ember and early October stole the limelight from him. Koels introduced

5l1bid., September 15, 1929, p. 3.
521p1d., September 23, 1929, p. 28.
531p4d., Octobar 22, 1929, p. 2.



several points about the proposed park in late October:

It is true that many of the lakes are rather inaccessible for
the average tourist or visitor, but there is not a single laks of
the chain that could not be connected g&th the resorts on the coast
by a series of easily followed trails.

The first six months of 1930 found an increasing number of
stories about mesasures being taken to offset the economic problems of
the nation than about conservation, the outdoors, or tha Isle Royale
campaign, though Stoll continued his intensive correspondence in an
effort to keep the issue alive. An emotional argument by Saginaw
archeologist, Fred Dustin, a member of the University of Michigan
expedition, was publicized by the News--the first story on the issue
in 1930~~on January 25. fleading for the preservation of "Isle
Royale's manifold charms," Dustin said that the "virgin wilderness
must be preserved, not only by the artist's pencil and the archeolo-
gists pick, but intact."’® The State Department of Conservation
announced plans several weeks later $o create greater interest in the
island: “two new motion picture films will provide & glimpse of the
natural wonders of Michigan's proposed national park te scheel children
and conservation groups all over the state," a department spokesman said.d>

Further interest in Isle Royale was indicated by the fact that
the state arranged to have the island surveyed by & Lansing aerial
survey firm, Talbert Abrams, Incorporated, in tha late summer of 1930,6

Abrams' survey created several new mysteries with the discovery of

531b1d., October 22, 1929, p. 2.
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twventy-five previously uncharted lakes, scores of uncharted rivers
and streams, and three "curious bowl-shaped depressions, each ten
feet in diameter, lined with rocks and pebbles to a depth of fourteem
inches, with several inches of charcoal underlying all."57 Seeking
the opinion of Carl Guthe, head of the University of Michigan Department
of Anthropology, the News reported that no explanation for the latter
phenomena had yet been advanced, though it was obvious "that they were
built with extrems care and once served a definite pm:pou."s8

As the nation entered the second year of the Great Depressiomn,
the Isle Royale campaign received & boost from Frank M. Oastler, a
member of the ﬁavernmnt Advisory Committee on MNational Parks, who told
the News that the island should be preserved immediately as a games
refuge, "with no hunting seasons, since the moose herd is not that
large and may be completely extinguished 1f the federal government
doesn't take over."?

After Americans had celebrated a bleak and meagre "Hoover
Christmas" and New Year's, the campaign to achieve national park status
for the island quickened as never before. On February 11, 1931, the
Nars reported pending Congressionsl legislation introduced into the
U. 8. House of Representatives by Michigan Representative Louis C.
Cramton, Cramton, who was due to retire from Congress on Maxrch &4, had
intsoduced the bill to “provide for dedication of the island ss &
national park whenever, in the judgment of the Secretary of the Interior,

57!&4.‘. Aug“" 31. 1930. ’o 2.
581114,
591p1d., October 26, 1930, p. 6.



40
a sufficient part of the land comprisedin it shall have been donated
to the U. 8. Government."®? The following day, the News quoted Crame
ton as saying his bill probably would not get paésed during that sese
#lon of Congress, "but it could bring lots of publicity to the island."61
This opinion was not ghared by Stoll, however, because he was convinced
that the legislation would pass "Bacause it is the will of the people.“62
At this point, the Crand Rapids Prees and reporter Ben East in
particular began playing an important role in publiciming Isle Royale
and the National Park movement. Though the _P:_r_t_-:g_a_ had strongly opposed
the plan {n earlier years, the Booth newspaper was one of Michigan's

63 East organized

major proponents of the project beginning in 1931,
& winter camping excursion on the island and began to write stories
for various Michigan newspapers and for National Geographic ngazinn.“
The Public Lands Committee of the U, S. House of Representatives
favorably approved the Cramton Bill that would authorize establisbment
of a national park on Isle Royale on February 25, 1931, The Rews story,
headlined "Isle Royale Park Bill Is Approved,” quoted the committes
report, as delivered by Michigan Represeantative Joseph L. Hooper, prom=

1sing that "an effort will be made to obtain the bill’s passage by the

601p1d., February 11, 1931, p. 1.
611p14., Pebruary 11, 1931, p. 1.

621 attar from Albert $toll, Jr., to Senator Arthur R, Vandenberg,
February 20, 1931, "Chronological History of the IRNPM."
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64pen Rast, "Winter Sky Roads to Isla Royala," National
Geographic, LX (December, 1931), ppe. 759-774.
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House this veek."65 A Ncws Washington correspondent, Karl L, Miller,
related on February 26 that Stoll had been successful in interesting
Senator Arthur H, Vandenderg, former Grand Rapids newspaperman, in
the Isle Royale project. The Republican U, S. Senator had enthusiaste
ically endorsed the plan, Miller reported, and a companion bill had
been introduced in the Ssnate dy Vandenberg who would "seek immediate
consideration of it by the Senate Committee on Public Lands,"66 The
newly appointed director of the National Park 8ervice, Horace M.
Albright, attended a "most productive sassion" of the Senate committea
the next day, Miller reported. His news story related that the group
had "promptly voted in favor of the Cramton-Vandenberg Bill" that
would provida for "acceptance of Isle Royales as a national park as
soon as sufficient acreage is offered."87 genator Key Pittmann of
Nevada offered Miller a completely optimistic opinfon on the future
of the bill:
"There ought not to be any argument over that proposition,"
Pittmann, a "key" member of the committee said after the session.
"I vigited Isle Royale last summer and it 1is the finest site for
& public park in America. It is the most interesting scenic
place I have ever visited."

And Pittmann's prediction was followed through by Congress within four

days.

When Public Act Nmber 835 of the 71lst Congress of the Uniged
States of America was enacted into law on March 3, 1931, Stoll felt

like "the coach of a downeand=out football team after a ttartl:l.ng upset,"68

65petroit News, February 25, 1931, p. 1.
661y14., Pebruary 26, 1931, p. 1.
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681 etter from Albert Stoll, Jr., to Senator Arthur H. Vandene
berg, March 5, 1931, "Chronological History of the IRNPM."
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as congratulatory telegrams poured ianto his office from all over the
nation, But, as & telegram from National Park Service Director Albright
indicated, Isle Royale was still a long way from being s national park:

The act requires that all lands on Isle Royald and such of the
immediately surrouncing islands as the Secretary considers desire
gble must be turned over to the government and exclusive jurisdice
tion over same shall have been ceded by the State of Michigar to
the U. S, before a national park can be established.

Your early efforts behalf this park proposal now bearing fruit
and trust we may have continuation same hearty support until park
is actuality.69

After President Hoover signed the bill, Stoll began another intensive
phase of the land acquisition campaign.

Nevertheleas, one of Stoll's fmmediate goals, outlined in 1922,

had been achievedeefedaral recognition of Isle Royala's potential as

a permanent national park. In a summary story, "Isle Royale Park Sure
after 10-Year Struggle,” Stoll racounted modestly the actions taken
between September, 1921, and President Hoover's signature of the bill
in March, 1931, Taking little credit for himself, the Detroit News
conservation editor lauded the Congressional actiom:

Inasmuch as the national park standards are exceedingly high
and preclude the possibility of embracing within the park systea
any areas except those of outstanding scenic, physical and histe
orical interest, Congress' acceptance and President Hoover's approval
of the CramtoneVandenberg Act is taken to mean that Isle Royale is
of such unusual interest that the officials of the National Park
Service did not hesitate to recommen# its acceptance without the
usual investigation involved.’Y

A sidebar to this nearly full-page story reported that, though the
National Park Service would be unable to accept it as yet, Governor

Wilber M. Brucker had suthorized that the 2,300 acres of Michigan-owned

69Telegran from Horace M. Albright, National Park Bervice
Director, to Albert Stoll, Jr., March 5, 1931, "Chronological History
of the IRNPM."
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property be donated to the federal government as "the first gift of
land to be put on record,"7}

The following Sunday's rotogravure section was devoted entirely
to "Scenes on Isla Royale, Which Now Becomes a National Park."72
Throughout the summer of 1931, feature stories ard photographs were
published frequently, intended to keep Petrcif Mows readers familiar
with the island and with the project. An eightepart series by S.L.A.
Marshall began running on Independence Day with the following editor's
note sppended:

Because both Igle Royale and Keweaenaw County, natural gateway
to the great national park that 1s to be, are so rich in the very
features that caused Isle Royale to be made the nation's property,
the News assigned Marshall, already familiar to readers of this
newspaper, the agrecable task of visiting them. In the series of
articles, of tales beginning today, he tells what he found there.’3

The remainder of the articles appearing in the momentous year
of 1931 dealt with measures being taken by the State of Michigan to
acquire the lands of Isle Royale. One final statement, made by Arnmo
B. Camuerer, acting director of the National Park Service, gave the

Datroit News public praise:

It will be seen that Isle Royale as a national park is the oaly
ons available to the Middle West and it is probable that it will
maintain this distinctlon without competition through all tima.
Accessible to some 90 million people of the Rast by motor and boat,
the only island park of the system, its healthful climate, its
wealth of flora and fauna, and good fishing, it cannot fail but to
be one of the most popular major national parks of the system,

The pexrserverance of the Detroit News has raised in the State
of Michigan hopes that Isle Royale will become the 23rd in the chain
of national parks, if it acquires its land before Mammoth Cave or
the Shenandoah area of Virginia.’4

#rbid.
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Among the most treasured letters of congratulations seat
personally to Stoll following the successful culmination of this
phase of the campaign was received from Scnator Arthur H. Vandenberg,
who had also bcen instrumental in its success:

Pete, you have played the major part in this whole adventure
fron the very beginning and I think you will continue to be the
most useful adviser upon whom the State Comuissicn ca? lean,
both befors and after actual designation of the park.’d

A letter to a University of Michigan student, J. Leo Aikman, on July
18, 1935, from Vandenberg, however, reversed the roles of 8toll and
Vandenberg. He saild, in response to an inquiry f£rom Aikman, thats
I feel that I may take credit for the instigation of this
movement to make Isle Royale & National Park. It was my legislation
which provided for the acceptance by tke Governmant of this area
for national park purposes. 8ince 1931, I have discussed the
matter in the Senate.
Mr. Albert Stoll of tha Detroit News has been prominently
identified with this project, alsoc. I am sure he will be glad
to give you the benefi; of any information he may have if you
write to him about 1t.’0
Stoll apparently was not aware of this opinion on the part of the mamye~
faceted Vandenberz, but was more than willing to bestow the credit upon
anyone but himself, as evidenced in the campaign summary on March 5,

1931, that listed dozcns of men besides himself.?7

Sletter from Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg to Albert Stoll,
Jr., September 4, 1931, "Chronological History of the IRNPM."

761etcer from Senator Arthur H, Vandenberg to J. Leo Alkman,
July 18, 1935, in Aikman file, Michigan Historical Collections,
University of Michigan, Aunn Arbor, Michigan.

77Detroi§ Mews, March 5, 1931, p. 1.



VI. EDITORIALS, 1921-1531

The first D-troit Nows editorial after the inception of the

Isle Royale campalgn, sigﬁcd by Albert Stoll, Jr., appeared on
December 3, 1921, Under the simple hecadline, '"Isle Royala," Stoll
outlined and reviewed the beautiss of the island, that "is today
practically the only bit of unspoiled nature east of the Mississippi
River.”l Commenting that "the State of Michigan is now facing an
opportunity to preserve this bit of nature’s wenderland for {ts
children,” the 37-year-old couservation editor concluded that "it is
up to the State Legislature at it3 pext scssion, and our preseat Conse
ervation Commission, to act upen this project before it is too late.”
It was pot until erxactly one year later that Stell wrote the
- second editorial on the subject, slace his dutics as secretary of the
Michigan Conservation Conmissfon restricted the amount of time he had
to write for the Nows. Titled "A Jewel Without Price," the second
editorial was an effectively written appeal for the preservation of
Isle Royale as either a state or a national park. He challenged the
state and federal govefrpemts to rescue "from tha unconscious vandalism
of commerce the last remnant of nature east of the Rockies remaining

as God has left it inviolate, Isla Royala in Lake Superior."z The story

Lyatroit New » December 3, 1321, p. 6.
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of the recent history of the island was followed by the conclusion:

Here is & priceless relic of all the ages since the world
began, unchanged, unspoiled. Once destroyed it can never be
replaced. Destroying it would be the supreme sacrilege. If
taken over by the government it would become the only park
comparable to the far western reservations within easy access
of the population east of the Mississippi River--three-quarters
of the population of Amsrica.

8toll took a rather philosophical approach to editorializing
the next day in "Preserve Isls Royale," a brief but effective commentary
on the situation. The entire editorial read:

Man set ocut to conquer nature and, having conquered, reviews
his victory. He discovers, now that his needs are supplied, that
the thing he wants most to supplement what he has made for himself
is the thing he destroyed in making it.

That commerce, possessing so complete & power over so much,
should be permitted to erase Michigan's last wilderness from the
map, to extinguish the bdbloom, to convert Isle Royale into & mill~
yard, i{s unthinkable.

The state cannot permit it. The federal government itself can
do no less than throw over it the mantle of national authority.
The preservation of Isle lnyglo is an immediate duty, not oanly to
posterity, but to ourselves.

Promoting the national park plan, as opposed to state acquisi-
tion in an editorial on December 17, S8toll deplored the idea that there
are "few creative artists" and too many persons "engaged in tearing
down divine art." Hes urged that the "divine besuty" of Isle Royale be
{mmediately preserved, preferably by the faederal government:

Perhaps Michigan only can save this beautiful island teo post-
erity, but Isle Royale is too fine and too big for Michigan to
kesp to herself. It should be & national park. But Congress and
public sentiment move slowly. The Michigan legislature alone may
have to preserve the State's finest possesaion until such time as

the Government perczim clearly that Isle Royals is & jewel for
a national setting.

31bid., December 4, 1922, p. 6.
41bid., December 17, 1922, p. 8.
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Rumors that lumbering operations might begin the following
sumuexr on Isle Royale prompted Stoll to write "Save That Island,"
an appeal for the postponement of these operations. Citing the
fact that Lansing is nearer than Washington, D.C., to the island,
he wrote that:

The responsibility is entirely Michigan's to preserve ths
island's perfect beauty from the outrages of commerce. Looting
of nature cannot be pravented by the U. 8. Congress, since it
wvon't meet again until after the vandalism has begun.

Therefore, action must be taken on a state lgvol to preserve
Isle Royale until the U. §. Government wakes up.

An end-of-the~year editorial em December 31, "To Save Isle
Royale," declared that "it has been the privilege of the News" to
present an account of the Isle Royale problem to tha people of the
State of Michigan. The comment concluded with an open statement

to Michigan legislators:

Rarely has & matter of public concern received so prompt a
response or aroused such patent concern for immediate action.

It would be & blind public servant who did not take into
consideration the awakened consciousness of Michigan citizens
in the pride of possession. The voice of the public is quits
clear on this matter

Isle Royale is more than a symbol of a parkj rather it is
an index to tha character of the state; whether all things must
yield to commerce or whether out of the first abundance, a slight
but precious £u§nnt shall be preserved as Michigan's shars of
nature's bounty.

One of the most eloquant editorials written by Stoll on the
campaign was included in the January 3, 1923, issue of the News, and
was headlined "The Rescue of Isle Royala." Describing the opposition

Spetroit News, December 22, 1922, p. 6.
61bid., December 31, 1922, p. 6.
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to "the rescue of thes nearest thing to Paradise afforded in the middle
west" as "not merely pusillanimous and wrong, but almost unthinkable."
Stoll proceeded to refute arguments raised by "certain state officials”
againet the plan. The "versatile argument" that “it will cost too
much" was invalid, 8toll remarked, just as similar objections to the
purchase of Belle Isle in Detroit had deen proved fnvalid. This "spe-
cious objection” was disputed by the fact that the original $200,000
price paid for Belle Isla City Park could be dwarfed by the sale of
"sny insignificant cornar of one of the finest municipal parks in
America."” Disavowing the island's alleged inaccessibility, Stoll
predicted that, "if it became & park, no lake lins would owverloock the
opportunity to provide transportation to it."” He continued by stating
that "distances will shorten" as the years pass, making that objection
"increasingly ridiculous," and commented that no national park project
would have been undertaken if this argument were ever sound, "since all
of them are less accessible than Isle Royals, which is within s few hum-
dred miles of the population center of the comtry.”7

One year later, Governor Alexander Groesbeck was quoted in an
editorial. Groesbeck had ocutlined & plan wheredy the island could add
much to Michigan's park system, "a fitting climax to the efforts of
those who have interested themselves in providing public recreational
advantages." The editorial praised Groesbeck's closing statement as
“evidence of his sound judgment.”® The Governor gave approval to the

71bid., January 3, 1923, p. 8.
®1b1d., January 4, 1923, p. 10.
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following tentative plan for acquiring Isle Royale:

Legiglation to prevant the destruction of its wonderful
forests and to preserve it as a future game refuge should be
enacted. The Conservation Commission could well be vested
with authority to condemn this island and pay the cost thereof
on & basis that will not be too burdensome.

- A gecond editorial on GroesbeckKs speech appeared the next
day, headlined "The Legislature and Isle Royala." 8Stoll recalled
that the Governor had based his campaign for ra-clection on “cool,
hard~headed, thrifty judgment and method" and could, therefore, be
considered as a "calculating, sensible man.,” 8toll attempted to make
his point as follows:

Yet this essentially calculating Governor places heavy emphasis
on the need of acquiring Isle Royale.

In this matter, the Governor echoes the public voice, with the
difference that as an official, jealous of the financial record he
must exhibit to his constituents throughout the state, he weighs
the cost and returns from Isle Royale and finds the former vastly
outweighed by the latter,

The Legislature, thus encouraged by the Governor to respond to
the earnest wish of public opinion, has a grateful task before 1it;
its duty no less than its privilege 18 to keep for the people for-
ever this jewel among parks.

To keep public interest alive among its readers, the News ran
another promotional editorial on January 13, titled "Isle Royale Pure
chase.," The island, described as "the only original stand of virgin
timber available for park purposes in thes confines of the State eof
Michigan" was invaluable because of the abounding wildlife and the
innumerable beauties that bave been preserved there, the editorial
asserted. Predicting that "it will not cost the state more than
$600,000 and may not cost a cent,” the editorial concluded that "the
Conservation Commission should buy Isla Royale and the people of Mich~
igan will someday appreciate their wisdom and foresight even more than

they would now."10

9Ibid., January 5, 1923, p. 6.
101pid., January 13, 1923, p. 8.
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An editordal on February &4, 1923, quoted a recent “Letter to
tha Editor," that had eriticized "noisy obstructionists™ for using
“obscure reasoning” in opposing the Isle Royale project. The edito-
rial drev the rather immodest conclusion that “the fight for 1lsle
Royale is being supported by informed, honest, and rcnsonabla»citizena,"ll
vhich was probably meant to include those supporters outside the Degtroit |
News offices. |

The anonymous donation of & large tract of Isle Royale land
to the State of Michigan in early September, 1923, inspired the next
editorial devoted exclusively to the Isle Royals project. The editoe
rial advocated ceding of additional land on the igland and apécalcd to
"other publice-spirited citizens to ses that the entire island is
restored to the public to become a perpetual remsmbrance and treasure-
house in which the natural beauties of pristine America may dbe preserved."
The editors expressed the hope that the gift would establish a precedent
and stated that "sppreciation seems an inadequate quality when the
attempt is made to apply it to such a gift as the recent ons.” The
argument terminated with that year's final plea:

The gift by which a part of Isle Royale is made the property of
the public 13 the beginning. The island must become & reservation,
if not of the state, of the nation. Men of small brains may affect
to see a few dollars of cost to the public. But the public as a
wvhole will realize that the value of such a great natural park,

stocked with faunal and £loral treasures of the continent, is
beyond estimation, 32

Py
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Five months passed before another Detroit News editorial

appeared on the Isle Royale campaign. Extolling the land owners who
had donated their property to the government for a park, Stoll cited
statistics on how much land had been acquired and the proportion that
yet needed to bs ceded to the govermment. Tha transfer of land as a
gift to the nation, the editorial stated, "requires a high type of
patriotism in {ts owners." Expressing confidence in the character of
the American citizenry, Stoll continued:

We believe that this patriotism exists and that no single
owner will try to block this magnificent scheme by holding back
in the expectation of securing, i{n the long run, a high price for
his acreage, to come from those more public-spirited citizens who
will not permit this wonderful opportunity to be lost.l

The Superintendent of Yellowstone National Park, Horace M.

Albright, who later became National Park Service Director, was the
source for editorial comment on February 28, 1924. After visiting
Isle Royale, Albright said the island was "one of its kind,” since
"its location and ideal climate for moose and caribou made it “unique
in the United States." Crediting Albright as being a good source be~
cause of his many years in the Mational Park Service, the editorial said

This argnes well for the future of Isle Royale as a tourist's
attraction. In addition, what othar national monument or park can
boast of the superb and romantic setting of Islae Royals in the noig
magnificent of all of our inland seas? It stands without a peer.

Several months later, when Stephen T, Mather, Rational Park

Service Director, visited Isle Royale, tha News published a lengthy

l41bid., Pebruary 19, 1924, p. 8.
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editorial headlined, appropriately enough, '"Mather on Isle Royale."
A brief account of Mather's career, "dedicated to exploring and pre-
serving the natural beauties of the land in which he lives," was re-
viewed, followed by his reaction to the island. Mather declared that
the size and grandeur of Isle Royale "surpassed his expectations" and
that the island was the "finest water and trail park of his experience."
The highlight of Mather's statements came when he insisted that “the
miniature continent which is set like & jewel in the waters of lLake
Superioxr should be a national park, & refuge and playground for all
time, owned by the citizens of the United States.”"” The editorial
concluded:
The people of Michigan are proud that it is within their own
State that this splendid natural possession is found, and will
velcome the day when by formal action it becomes certified as the
heritage forever of the American people.l®
When Secretary of the Interior Hubert Work made a tour of the
existing National Parks nearly ong year later, the News commented on
some of his statements in "It Fits lIsle Royale." The editorial remarked
on the applicability of one of Work's speeches to the Lake Superior
island, Work had said that 'the whole national park movement is based
on the desire of man to commume with nature® and that there are only a
"few areas, each of abgsorbing interest to the naturalists, and financial
assets of great possibilities" left in the United States. A £inal com~
ment by the editors related that efforts were being made to make Isle
Royale & park of this nature and that "if Mr. Work brings it to fruition
he will add to the national park system & region of beauty that cannot

be duplicated anywhers else in the world."17
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The Natlonal Park Service Director, an outspcken proponent of
the Isle Royale National Park plan, was the subject of a second Nevws
editorial after he visited the Detroit area in August, 1925. Stephen
| T, Mather had comuended the island for its "extraordinary scenery,"
its "beautiful camping potential," and its "ideal qualifications for
a great national park." Ha had relatad the story of a man who recente
ly rode a refrigerator car out to the cooln=ss of the island because
of a heart conditicn and hay fever, and had cited health conditions as
"one of the many attractioas of Isle Royale," Mather, predicting
national park status for the island, said '"the Great Lakes region
ought to possess just such a place as Isle Royale, then make it & mag-
net and advertise 1t. lovers of the outdoors will do the rest." The
editorial noted these comments as evidence of '"increasing federal inte
erest in the island,"18
The final editorlal to support the Isla Royale project before

the three~year lull bezan was published in the Detroit News en August

18, 1925, and had little to do with the movement itself. Headed "To
Save the Grayling," the editorial suggested that Xsle Royale, “"Michigan's
proposed national park," should be used to build up the native trout

and grayling populations in the state. The News proposed that Isle
Royala's lakes be stocked, "if the Sgate is desirous of utilising the
finest waters it possesses for fish propagation and really wants to

save from complete extermination the few remmining grayling mow confined

to the Otter River in Upper Michigan."” Presence of an abundance of

181p4d., August 5, 1925, p. 8.
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these £ish ia the faland lakes of Isle Rcyala would "prove to be
another one of the hundreds of tourist and scientific attracticns in
Michigan's propcsed naticnal park."lg

When it was annouaced thai Eugene F. McDonald, Chicago yachts~
man and explorer, would spousor a two-month expeditiovn to the island
nearly two-and-one-half ycars after that editorial, the Dgtroit News
azain resuned editcrializing on the proposcd park project. Ou Janue
ary 20, 1928, in an editorial titled '"Eyes on Isle Royale," the
island was described as "that bit cf fairylend in Lake Superior that
the Covernment should make a mational perk."” A summary of previous
excursions and surveys made cf the island was follcwed by the hopeful
ccoment that ''the investigation this July will increase the interest 4n
Isle Royale and perhaps hastcn its reservation and dedication as a
playground for all the peopde."20

Three days latcr, Stoll wrote an editorial, "Pitiless Superior,"
which commended the bravery of a young man who had rowed & boat across
ice-ridden lake Superior from Isle Reyale to the mainland of Minnesota
to take a sick man for medical care. Iantended primarily as a publicity
and human interest editorial columm, the seven paragraphs of commenda=
tion also cited a story of three "experienced trappers” who stayed om
the island during the winter of 1918 for three months without commmi-
cation with civilization. Tha story became more intriguing when £t was
related that one of the men had to have an emargency "jack-knife appen-
dectomy," and was nursed successfully through the winter by hiw two

191pid., August 18, 1925, p. 8.
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friends. These and many other stories "are part of the lore which
abounds in Michigin's prcposed national park," the editorial said, 2!

When the McDonald-Massee Isle Royale Archeological Expedition
actually began in July, 1928, the Ncws praised the island editorially
in "Secrets of Isle Royale," stating that "no more fertile field could
have been chosen for the expedition." Predicting that "this survey
might provide the added publicity needed to achieve f£inal national park
status for the island,” the editorial offered the opinion that "the
island possesses everything that is dear to the heart of those who
revel in anclent history, mystery and the study of nature at her best."
Various theories on the island's history, estimating the arrival of
the Indians on Isle Royale, were also included in the editorial,2?

The expedition seat several pleas to President Calvin Coolidge
during the month of August, urging the preservation of Isle Royale as
a pational park. In “Safeguard Isle Royale," the Detvétt News expressed
the hope that Coolidge would act to save the {sland, because it "is
improperly protected" under state control. Noting that "only two
conservation officers ave stationed on the entire island,” the edito-
rial admonished both the state and federal governments for "leaving
the island at the mercy of the forest fire and the illegal hunter." A
forest fire reported to the Congservation Commission prompted the conclu-
ding admonition, that ''should a fire be allowed to destroy the timber
growth upon Isle Royale, it will have taken away the finest and rarest

wilderness possession in the United S8tates."” The editorial also provided
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examples of "extremely poor equipment and inadequate patrolling methe-
ods" that would continue to threaten the island until either the state
or federal government took "an active interest in this irreplacable
island."?3
Isla Royale's unlimited potential for mystery and intrigue
was described by the News in "The Rgcoxrds of Ancient Peoples,' which
pleaded for the preservation of the isiand, if for notaing else than
that "Isle Royale, for the historian as well as the archeologist, is
a booke=precious beyond price and containing perhaps the revelation
of the ancient arcana." Estimates were made in the editorial that the
"area of the 132,000-acre book possibly have never been completely
explored by white men and remain today as they were ages ago."zl'
The Michigan legislature began debate in April, 1929, over
whether the State should finance a University of Michigan expedition
to study and publicize Isle Royale. An editorial, "Our Proposed Wational
Park," quoted William 8. Birk, state representative from Baraga, who
had "displayed a good deal of vision in statesmanship when he swung his
fnfluence to the support of the survey bill." The possible results of
Birkk action were outlined by the News:
1£ the measure succeeds, as is part of its purpocse, in influenc-
ing the Government to make Isle Royale a part of the Natienal Park
system, large banefits will come to tha Upper Peninsula and to the
district which Mr. Birk reprcsents. Tue Lourisis attracted to the
island park will not miss the unique scenic splendor of the UP and
of Keweenaw Point whose rugged graudeur is of a pleee with that of
Isle Royale itself.??

When eleven members of the Michigan Conservation Commission vis-

ited Isle Royale in August, 1929, an editorial, "Isle Royals 80ld Itself,"
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appeared in the Cat-oit Nows. All of the commission members intere

viewed by the Nzua had indlcatad thelr approval cf the national park
plan, and the editorial attempted to demonstrate how easily the island
would "sell itself to all those who visit its shoves™:
Each cne who has ever basked in the luxurfous beauty of Isle
Royale always leaves this natural wonderland with thoughts of re-
turning to the ancient island as it was--preserved for future gene
erations to enjoy. And this i3 certain to come about through its
acquisiticn as a Natfcnal Park.26
As University of Michizan sclerntists returned from Isle Royale
and released news of thelr discoveries, the Meerg discussed them on its
editorial paje regularly, On October 15, 1929, the editors wrote about
tha "Mystery Island," that had yielded volunes of "most unusual and
interasting data" during one surmer's study. The editorial predicted
that, as more of the returning scientists released their discoveries,
more attention would be drawn to “the desirability of forever preserving
this islard as & National Park,"27
The first editorial eulegy on the I:le Royale campaign was write
ten by Albert Stoll, Jr., Nevus conservation editor, following the death
of Stephen T. Mather, the first director of the National Park Service.
Following the suggestion by the Stephen T. Mather Appreciation Committee
that Isle Royale be acquired as a National Park bearing Mather's name,
S8toll wrote "Ne Appreciated Isle Royale," Mather, "if alive and assured
that neither 'Isle Royale' nor 'Benjamin Franklin' were acceptable as

names for the park, would prefer that the park be named in honor of
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Thomas ¥, Cole,"28 & man who had volunteered to donate a large share
of his holdings on the island to the federal government for park pure
posas, Stoll wrote.

The propesal that Isls Royala be surveyed by a Lansing sarial
wapping crew received Detroit Newg approval in "Isle Royales from the
Air." The survey, being disaussed by Michigan legislators and
University of Michigan scientists, was hailed as "a valuable and wel-
coms addition to the fund of knowledge now being gathered by our
scientists there." It was intimated that the mapping project "might
provide mich-needed impetus" in the Isle Royale park project and would
give the world "the first accurate and suthentic picture of this
island of mysteries."2?

When U.8. Representative Louis C. Cramton of Michigan introe-
duced & bill into the House of Representatives in ¥ebruary, 1931, the
Rewg expectantly published "Isle Royale Should Be a Kational Park,"
The goal that Stoll had been seeking so intensively was "almost a
reality." The editorial urged that Cramton's bill, which stipulated
that the island be designated a National Park as soon as enough of ths
private lands had been acquired, -hogld be passed "to put the people
of the U, 8. on record through their representatives.” If this legis-
lation were enacted, the Nows deemed it "rather difficult" for private
owners of property on Isle Royals to "defy the expressed sentiment of
the people by doing anything to impair the natural advantages and re-

281p44., Yebruary 21, 1930, p. 8.
291h1d., May 7, 1930, p. 10.



59
sources of ths island." The editorial declared that only one thing
would then be needed for Isle Royale to become a National Park:

An angel, soma one or some group who will purchase most of

the remaining land in private hands and present it to the Govern=-
ment, is all that would be necessary if this bill passes. The
Fational Park Service will do the rest.30

The Detroit News expressed no surprise on February 27, 1931,
after National Park Service Director Horace M. Albright testified be-
fore the House Committee on Public Lands regarding the proposed Isle
Royale project. An editorial indicated that Albright's testimony on
the Lake Superior island almost had to be favorable, since "Isls Royale
is ideally suited in every way to be included in our system of National
Parks." Quoting excerpts from Albright's speeches before the committee,
the Kewg included such statements as, "Isle Royale has everything, and
possibly a bit more, than the Service demands for entrance into this
select circle" and "America possesses nothing else quite like this
beautiful Lake Superior island."3}

The first editorial to be published after the Vandenberg-
Cramton Bill was passed by Congress and signed by President Hoover on
March 3, 1931, appeared thres days later, under the long-scught yet
highly premature headline, "Isle Royale Naticnal Park."” The congratu-
latory editorial was directed at the people of Michigan for the "com~
sumation of an enterprise which enhances the S8tate's reputation for
exceptional recreational advantages." A 1ist of the "innumsradle

attractions for tourists, scientists, students, etc.,” was followed by
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a statement that indicated how relieved the campaigners were after the
ten years of pressure involved in achieving that goal:

That now this wealth is reserved in perpetuity under protaction
of the Government of the United States for the benefit of all
people, is matter for cougratulation not only on the part of the
people of Michigan and ths peopla involved in the project, but also
of the entire nation.

When & five-man Isle Royale National Park Commission was
appointed by Governor Wilber M. Brucker in early July, 1931, Stoll
wrote & favorable editorial, "A Splendid Commission." The commission
would be vested with the power to acquire lands on 1sls Royale for
donation by tha State of Michigan to the National Park Service and the

. Pt
News agreed with the Governor's selection:

" The personnel of the Isle Royale National Park Commission just
appointed by Governor Brucker is such that the island will becoms
operative as a national park within a very short time. It would
be difficult for the Governor to select a more outstanding commis-
sion or one more representative of the finest business minds in
the State.

What is more gratifying is that no attempt wvas made in the se-
lection of the members of this commission to pay off any political
obligations, which in itself is an indication of the importance
Governor Brucker attaches to this Naticnal Park project, which is
bound to benefit Michigan from a tourist-drawing standpoint more
than any other recreation project every concaived.33

The estimated value of the Isle Royala project was elaborated
again in an editorial quoting Michigan's U. 8. Senator Axthur H. Vanden-
berg in "Michigan's Greatest $ingle Outdoor Asset."” The Senator, who
"played a leading role in having Congress declare Isle Royale & national
park," made this statement in a recent conversation with 8toll, the
editorial said:

The importance of this project to Michigan simply cannot be overe
emphagsized. This will bs our first national park. It is destined

325pid., March 6, 1931, p. 6.
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to be one of the greatest, if not the greatest, and most popular
of all of our national parks. I expect to see the Isle Royale
Rational Park l'aecome Michigan's greatest ghingle outdoor asset and
one of America's most populag objectives.
Tha editorial then proceeded to list several persons who were also instru-
mental in “achieving the goal thus far." The closing paragraph was a
tribute to Stephen T, Mather, first National Park Service Director,
vho died the year before: "To him will go a great share of the credit
for Isle Royale's absorption into our national park system.">
The last Dctroit News editorial on the Isle Royale project to
appear in 1931 was headed "Isle Royale." Arno Cammerer, acting director
of the National Park Service, was quoted as saying that Isle Royale
vas one of the most desirable arsas for a park that he was acquainted
with. Cammerer noted, also, that of the nearly one hundred sites east
of the uiu:laaip\pi Biver suggested as national recreational areas in
the "past few years" only five had survived investigatione-"the 8moky
Mountains, Shenandoah Valley, Everglades, Mammoth Cave and Isle Royade."
He said that he considered the lattar "to be the better." The editorial
concluded Cammerer's statements with the complimentary comment: “that
is a high government official's sensible appraisal of this charming
Lake Superior island which his been eagerly sought as a national park
since the lata Stephen T. Mather, our first national park director,
laid eyes on ig,n36
During the first ten years of the Isle Royale National Park cam-
paign, the Detroit News had consistently supported it editorially. The
next fifteen years were to find more participation in activities pri-
vately on the part of Ncws reporters than in editorial comment intended
to persuade, but the backing was still there "behind the scenes.”

M1pid., July 12, 1931, p. 12.
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VII. OPPOSITION

Opinion was far from unanimous on the desirability of making
Michigan's Isle ﬁoyala a National Park during the decade betweaen the
beginnings of the campaign until its legal conclusion in 1931. Albert
Stoll, Jr., Detroit Newg conservation editor and the primary moving
force behind the campaign, was prematurely optimistic in a feature
story published January 22, 1922, when he wrote:

Littls did the writer think when this project was first sug-
gested that it would meet with such instant approval. 8o far
there has been no one found who is not in favor of making Isle
Royala a State Park."l

As the movement wore on, these words probably flashed before him many
times as he discovered that there were adamant opponents to tha project
on all sides of him,

Probably the most influential and most verbosa opponent of the
Isle Royale National Park movement was located within walking distance
of the Newse~the Detroit Free Press. 8toll was aware of thes opinion
of the outspoken opposition newspaper and had many conversaticms about
it with his colleagee and fellow Ncwg reporter, lee A. White. In &
letter from White to William P, P. Ferguson, editor of the Franklia,

Pennsylvania, News-Hcorald, on January 30, 1923, White related a recent

Ipetroit FWews, January 22, 1922, p. 6.
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conversation he had shared with Stoll about the Free Press and cone
cluded:

The Free Press has gradually quieted down, having said more
than it had to say. From time to time, it interviews nonentities
and unknowns to further substantiate its conviction that nobody
wants the island made a park; but that is all the thrill it can
gat out of its 1ll-favored war.2

One of the "nonentitles" that White might have been referring

to was Professor Russell Watson of the University of Michigan forestry
depamnent, who was interviewed by the Free Prcsg on January l3e-two
weaks before White's letter. The interview, headlined "Raps Proposal
to Buy Royale," a& typical Free Presg story on the subject during that
period, quoted Russsll Watson as saying that money could be spent by
the State for much more worthwhile projects than the acquisition of
Isle BRoyale., Emphasizing that "a timber famine will take place in the
United States within gthe next 50 years," Russell Watson continued: |

Relative to the proposed purchase by the state of Isle Royale,
I believe that the $4 million might be put to better use in the
upbuilding of Michigan forests, though the acquisition of the
Superior island might be valuable from the standpoint of biology
and research.3

On February 3, 1923, the ¥ree Press carried a frontepage story,

headlined "Opposes Park at Isle Royale.” George H, Bishop of Marquette,
secretary-manager of the Upper Peninsula Development Bureau, “the asso~
ciation which put 'Cloverland’ on the map," was a news source highly
critical of the park plan:

Northern Michigan now has four state parks, the fuller develop-

ment of which would be far more practical than the acquisition of
Isle Royale for park purposes.

2letter from lee A. White to William P. ¥, Ferguson, January
30, 1923, "Chronological History of ths IRNIM."
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Only a small fraction of the state's citizens ever would find
it possible to visit Isle Royale. It is a more expensive undere
taking than the average citizen can afford in his vacation period.
Use of Isle Royale is and always will be restricted largely to
the cwners of yachts and other means of conveyance.

Grand Island in Munising Bay should be acquired for s park,
since it is also 'unmarred by man' and is much more accessibla.

Practically nothing has been done to preserve or develop the
four existing state parks. If the stats wants to undertake prace
tical couservation and park development, it can do so without a
large expenditure and can make these parks invaluable to the avere
age citizen zho has little present or future hope of ever visiting
Isle Royales.

An editorial in the Detroit News the next day, referring to
"noisy obstructionists who for some obscure reason choose to describe
Isle Royale as an inaccessible waste without being hampered by personal
experience or reliablae information in the matter," was a public reply
to the "unknowledgzable harassment" of the Free Press and other public
critics of the park project. The daring editorial listed several
Teasons why readers could "discount the imaginings of any epponent
of the project who patently desires no acquaintance with the truth'es
a statement made in & recent "Letter to the Editor." Tha editorial
comuent concluded with these two paragraphs from the ''Letter to the
Editor," one of many "animated by the spirit of the movement":
The proposition that the state must sink scms fabulous sum
into Isle Royala is a straw man being kicked up and down the
state. No such expedient 18 necessary.
The fight for Isle Royale is being supported by informed, honest
and reasonable citizens. There are no indications that reason, in-

formation or interestedness enter into the case of :gou whe oppose
the salvage of this truly glorious natural heritage.

41pid., Pebruary 3, 1923, p. l.
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On May 5, 1923, the Free Press leveled some serious accusations
at the "mysterious agitators” who were "instigating" thes lsle Royale
park project. An editoriel, "That Isle Royale Scheme," suggested that
in "getting to the meat of the agitation," there were probably many
interested parties who "stand to gain a considerable profit from this
sale to the state." Prank A. Osborn, a former state representative,
was quoted jun the editorial as opposing Governor Alexander J. Groese
beck's endorsement of the park project. Asking, "What do we want Isle
Royale for?" the editorial suggested that "Mr., Osborn and the taxpaying
public are entitled to an answer from Governor Groesbeck or the mys-
terious motivating force back of the agitation for using the people's
money to make a park out of an isolated inaccessible island in Lake
Superior 45 miles from the closest Michigan mainland and only 12 miles
from Canada.”" The editorial then listed rcasons why Isle Royale would
be a poor choice for a park:

Granted Isle Royala's 132,000 acres of swamp and forest have &
primeval woodland charm, why should tax money of the Detroit factory
worker or Kalamaroo Counly farmer, be it federal or state tax, be
expended to create there a playground for a highly privileged few,
who alore will Le able to reach it?

The island, "unmarred by man," has hardly more than one=~fourth
uile of bathing beach, and they are hardy souls indeed, who relish
a plunge, even in midsummer, in Lake Superlor's icy depths.

Altogether, the pressure for an Isle Royala state or natfonal
park, in the face of national and state efforts toward tax reductions,
is, in fact, a request for Bublic expenditure which can only be
catalogued as extravagance.

One of the most violent editorials published by the Free Prgss during
the campaign period appeared early inm April, 1924, Written after Calvin

Coolidge’s Executive Order had withdrawm lsle Royale lands from public

6petroit Free Press, May 5, 1923, pe 6.
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sale, the editorial charged that ''somebody in the midst of all this

agitation and opportunity for generosity, is sitting tight, waiting

to put the deal over." Arguments that the island was generally inac~

cesgible and, for the most part, useless land, were expounded upon

throughout this lead editorial which was pearly twelve inches long:

The persistent propaganda for the trausformation of Isle Royale
into a state, or falling that; into a national park, is a mystarious
movement without any apparently adequate cause,, For regardless of
what may be the natural beautics of the island, it 1is a highly
inaccessible spot except for a very few people during a very short
geason., At the most, it must always remain a transient playground
for a limited, privileped class. It never can be a general resort
for the people, as a public park maintained at public expense ought
to ba.

Nevertheless, those who are pushing the Isle Royale plan go
doggedly ahead with thelr program for putting the deal over. They
now have persuaded the national government to withdraw federsl land
on the 1sland from sale, and the Michigan Conservation Commission
to do the same with regard to state lands.

Though one~half of the island has allegedly been acquired for
tha project, what about the other half cf the 1sland? It presumably
willbe purchased by either the United States or Michigan. The
land, however, 1s practically worthless. Those who bought it
were "stuck."

Is somebody trying to put over a public park scheme for somebody
because it is tha only visible way in which this worthless land that
bears only taxes, can be made to acquire market value??

"Cruise Is 8o Much Pun, Some Miss Boat Back" was the Free Press

headline above David B. Stewart's story on the Detrolt Board of Come

merce cruise to Isle Royale by five hundred members in June, 1924.

Tha story criticized the cruise and its purposes:

Some of the statements mada by the lecturers afforded much
amugement to the summer residents of Isle Royale. It was stated
that there was a herd of 500 caribou on the island, and the islanders
laughed when they heard of it.

T1b1d., April 2, 1924, p. 8.
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Tha propagandist was insistent, even to the point of trying to

get the cruisers to declare themselves in favor of the m tional park
scheme, but it met with little success. The disadvantages of the
island, like impoasibility of road, bad winters, and innumerable
others, had such weight with the Detroit men that the majority of
them refused to give their support to the scheme, even after prese
sure was brought to bear on them by the hospitable summer people.

This general tone parsisted ia the Frce Pross editorials and
news colunms throughout the rcmainder of the campaign. When the
Cramton~Vandenberg Bill was enmacted fato law in 1531, enabling Isle
Boyale to becowe a Natiomal Fark when enough land was acquired for the
goverument, the Free Pross did not comnent on it editorially, and ran
the Associated Press story on President Loover's signing of the bill
on March 3, 1931. Tue editors rcmained relatively quiet on the subject,
as did the Dgtroit Mcws, for the next four years, during which time the
nation had elected a new president, Franklin Dclano Roosevelt, in an
attempt to overcouwe the Great Depression.

When it was suggestad that Roosevelt might appropriate $700,000
of Public Works Admiaistration (PWA) money for the acquistion of lands
on Isle Royale in July, 1935, the Free Prcss took iZs last long stand
against the project. A story headlined "Roosevclt Gets Protest on 1sla,”
appearaed in the Free Press om July 17. Democratic Representative Frank
B. Hook of Ironwood coumented that many Michigan people were objecting
to the proposal. Hook said that "the money should be spent to get the
peopla in my area off relief, rather than on Isle Royale.”" He said he
would "protest vigorously tha allocation of these funds."?

The Keweenaw County Board of Supervisors crw material for

many ¥ree Press stories and editorials in late July, when it came out
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publicly against the park plan, Charging that the county would lose
money 1f Isle Royale were made federal property and taken off the county
tax rolls, Will T. King, chalirman of the board, ctated there were "hints
of sinister influences.” King related the boaxid's fear that "wealthy
Isle Royale land owners hope to unload the land at the Federal Govern»
nent's expense, retainiug by leases control of the resort advantages
of the 1sland."10

A Preg Presg editorial the next day,'M Rallway to the Moon,"

characterized the proposed federal purchase of Isle Royale as "wasteful
absurdity.” The editorial, supporting the Keweenaw County supervisers,
listed the "many disadvantages" of the plan, such as the island‘'s ine
accessibility, tha cold Lake Superior water, rocky shores, and potential
injury to parks and resorts alrcady developed on the mainland. The
criticism concluded:

The expanditure of $700,000 on a railway to the moon would be
no sillier than the same amount spent on the Isle Royale project,
whose benefits, if any, according to the Keweenaw Supervisors, would
redound to absentee property owmers on the island rather than to
the public.

Senator Vandenberg, who has racently loaned higs nams to the
project, appears to have allowed a politician's eagerness to make
new frilends or retain old ones, to lure him into indorsing & porke
barrel scheme, about the merits of which he seems to be complately
ignorant.ll

After receivinz a caustic letter of response from Vandenberg,

the Free Press published a second editorfal about the plan omn July 3l.
Headlined "Wa're Still Unconvinced,” the editorial criticized Vandenberg

and the park plan, noting that "“we cannot justify the expenditure of
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$700,000 to create a Fational Park on renote and inaccessible Isle
Poyale." Charging that there were definite errvors In Varndenbery's
reasnning, the editorisl concludad:

If the gentlemen who own the timber and other natural resources
on Isle Royale and can't work them profitably because of remoteness
and the coct of bridging the ravincs that make tha island so plcture
esque, would develop it as a park and then present it to the Natione
al Goverument, that would be gquite a diffcrent thing from thelr
unloading a WIITE ELEFIANT onto the taxpayers,

And if those vho want a Mational Park on Itle Royale will re-
strain their impatient enthusiasm a little longer, taxation may
induce these gentleouwen to do something of the sort,

When th2 Kewcenaw County Board of Supzrvisors publicly retracted
its oppositicn to the park plan, the Przcc P-:ss ran a front-page story
headlined "Politics Played ca Isle Royale," The editorialized news
story asserted that Jumes "Big Jia" Mcllaujlitca, presilent of the Cale
umet and lecla Copper Company, kad gressurcd the supervisors becauvse
"his affiliate compinies ave the koy to future mining employment in
the area.” The ccase fire resolution, as it was called, was prompted
entircly be Mclaughton, the story said, "as evidoncadby the fact that
nore of the still objecting individuals will brook his ire by public
opposition,”" Charging that "convincing econemic logic" had little cr
nothing to do with the board's counter=decision, the editorial condluded:

Tae political pork note was sounded by McNaughton in addressing

the Supervisors, since he sald essentially that area residents should
grab the money now while it is being offered.

McNaughton held a trump card, however, in spite of earlier res-

olutions and cbjections--his companies pay 60 per cent of taxes
on mainland properties.

The pressure finally had its effect, however, and it was de~
cided to '"play ball" and take advantage of the $700,000 handout.
Many members refrained from voting when the abouteface resolution
was put to the test.l3

121bid., July 31, 1935, p. 8.
nlbido' Augtwt 3' 1935, Pe 1.
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One week later, however, after Rooscvelt had sizned the
executive edict appropriating the money for Isle Royale, the Frce
Press published a last vehement argument of opposition, headed "Just
Anotheyr €xample." The terse editerial was almed at the Roosevelt
adninistration more than at the park project:

An executive edict sets apart §7C05,000 of uncxpended PWA funds
for the purchase of I:zle Royale as a National Park. And millions
of dollars will have to be expended on the improvement of this
remote and inaccessible island 4f it is to attract tourists and
create any revenue,

The money given the PWA by Congress was never intended to
finance any such chimerical project,

The purchase of Isle Royale at this time i8 just another 1ile
lugtration of the recklessness with which the New Decalers are
wasting public money avd of their lack of honecty in obtaining
funds for one purpcse, then spending then for another purpose.lé

The Detfolt Nowe, of course, was not standing {dly by, reading

the Free Press eriticisms and not answering them. After supporting and
encoumeging Vandenberg's request to Roosevelt for Isle Royale money in
"That Isle Royale Project” on May 5, 1935, the Ncw3 continued to back

the Republican senator after the Free Press attack. Oa July 24, ia
"Vandenberg Is Right," the editors lauded tha senator's raeply to the
Keweenaw supervisors and Representative Hook, who had been “shortesighted
and inimical to the best welfare of their own community.” The editorial
agreed with Vandenberg that within a year, the National Park would
“create a tourist reveanue so much in excess of the small amoumt of tax
money now received that the supervisors will wonder why they ever were

opposed to the idea."” The editorial then proceeded to cite & series

W1bid., August 10, 1935, p. 8.
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of "facts" and theories applicable to the supervisors' opposition:

Tax revenue annually amounts to approximately $10,000 from
Isle Royale lands. If the island is s National Park and won't
bring in 10 times that amount annually within a few years, then
National Park administrators don't know what they are talking
about; and their guess is based on the experience of every come=
mmity where National Parks have been created.

To find & commmity in Michigan as tourist-hungry as Keweenaw
County objecting to exchanging a mere pittance in tax money for
hundreds of thousands of tourist dollars, is beyond understanding.l’

When the supervisors withdrew their objections to the project,
the News countered the Jres Presg admonition with an editorial full of
praise for the move. In "Keweenaw Supervisors Change Views," the
editorial spplauded the reversal as "evidence that these men have the
bast interests of that peninsula and county at heart.” A final b1 of
approval for the supervisors' action was expressed as follows:

Their protests to tha President were based solely on a mis~
understanding and they now realize, after mature investigation
and thought, that the creation of this National Park in Lake
Superior will eventually mean a revenus from tourist traffic that
will far offset any tax revenus that might accrue from the land
owners on the island.

By their action they have assured Keweenaw County a future
tourist industry that will make the community one of the most
proper and prosperous in the state, and which will bring to

Michigan s National Park with possibilities unequaled {n conti-
nental United States.

Thus the most violent phase of opposition between twe different
philosophies and valus systems had coma to a clese. Though by no means
& comprehensive account of all active opposition to the Detroit Mews
plan, the Free Press was intended to be representative of the dissenting

voice of the American public.

Lpetrois News, July 24, 1935, p. 6.

161p1d., August 1, 1935, p. 6.




VIII. LAND ACQUISITION

As early as November 25, 1921, Albert Stoll, Jr., was making
inquirtes into the ownership of lands on Isle Royale in Lake Superior.
1t was not until April 5, 1940, that Secretary of the Interior Harold
Ickes accepted the title to these lands from the State of Michigan,
and it was August 28, 1946, before Isle Royale was actually dedicated
and officially opened as a National Park. During this twenty-fivee
year period, 8toll wrote hundreds of letters, sent scores of telegrams,
traveled thousands of miles, and carried on innumerable conwersations
in an attempt to have Isle Royale designated as a National Park. Not
the laast of these endeavors was the acquisition of land to be donated
to the federal governmente~an activity in which Stoll played a wost
instrumental rols.

The first known correspondence carried on by Stoll was with
C. V. R, Towngsend, land agent of the Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company of
Regaunee, lﬁ.chigan. on November 25, 1921, In response to Stoll's
inquiry, Townsend replied thres days later that he had no 1ist of
ewnership on Isle Royale, but listed an Emmet H. Scott of lLaPorte,
Indiana, to whom Stoll might write for more information.! Thus began
& seemingly endless chain of correspondence to various persons who
would possibly have been knowledgeable on the subject.

lietter from C. V. R. Townsend to Albert Stoll, Jr., November
28, 1921, “Chronological History of the IRNPM."
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A letter from Stoll to Scott on Decamber 1, 1921, was answered
the next day by the elderly LaPorte, Indiana, man who had “only visited
Isle Royale once since the 1830s" and who owned "about 1,800 acres of
ths island.'® Scott also listed several other possibilities for pros=~
pective owners to whom Stoll also sent letters of inquiry. The first
positive information received by Stoll, however, came from William R,
Bennets, Keweenaw County Clerk and Rggister of Deeds, and F.W. Nichols
of the Island Copper Company, Houghton, who both provided itemiszed
lists of ownership on the island in early December. HNRichols, speaking
for his company, which owned 92,000 acres of the island, was optimis~
tic about possible cession of the company's holdings in a lstter to
Stoll on January 6, 1922;
Regarding your inquiry as to what our company would expect from
the State of Michigan for our 92,000 acres of land, I will say that
I have no authority to make & statemsnt of the valus placed upon it,
although I have reason to believe that our holdings could be pure
chased, with mineral and mining reservations, at less than half a
million dollars,3
After nearly two years of persistent investigation ef ownership
by Stoll with 1ittle positive response, the Citissme' Committee of Isle
Royale wrote him on August 24, 1923, offering to do “anything im our
powver" to accomplish federal control of the island and to prevent an
invasion of timber cutters, "who will mar and eventually destroy the
natural beauties and animal life of the forests and gradually increase

the risks from destruction of life and property by the ravages of fire."

21atter f£rom Bumet Scott to Albert Stoll, Jr., December 2, 1921,
ivid.

3, atter from F. W. Hichols to Albert Stoll, Jr., January 6,
1922, bid.
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The committes, "owning all the land on the northeasterly portion of
the main island" had consented to give "to the United States all that
part of the island east of said line for a park or park purposes."#

With this bit of information as ingpiration, Stoll continued
to search for official information on how much land was owned by the
state and federal governments and on who owned the private lands. A
letter from George C. Jackman of the U. §. Land Office, Marquette, on
September 27, 1923, indicated that the federal govemment owned 9,121
acres of the island, while state-owned lands totaled about 3,000 acres.d

When Thomas ¥. Cole of the Island Copper Company wrote on Octe
obert 3 that his company would donate a total of 21,243 acres, "exclude
ing mineral rights which may have to be exploited at some time in ths
future when the U, S. runs out of copper,” Stoll undoubtedly had several
moments of ecstasy., Cole also wrote that his company had sold more
than 66,556 acres recently to George Rupley of Duluth, Minnesots, a
representative of the Minnesota Forest Products Company. This was the
man who would cause Stoll more heartache and frustration than anyone
else during the entire campaign, though Cole described him as "a trus
congervationist who could persuade his associates to be reasonable."6

Further incentive for Stoll's personal motivation was provided
by & letter from B. B. Tinney, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, on
Novembar 6, 1923. By not making an outright negative reply to Stoll's

ALetter from the Citizens' Committee of Isle Royale to Albert
Stoll, Jr., August 24, 1923, ibid.

sut“‘ from Geoxhs C. Jackman to Albert Stoll, Jl.'.. September
27, 1923, ibid.

6Letter from Thomas ¥. Cols to Albert Stoll, Jr., October 3,
1923, ibid.
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inquiry, Tinney had thus encouraged him:

The fact thet such a large part of the island is ever privats
ewnership practically precludes its reservation as a Mational Park
or National Monument as Congress has consistently refused up to
the present to appropriate funds for the acquisition of lands fer
park purposes. Howsver, your letter will be brought to the attem-
tion of the appropriate autherities who will commmicate with you
directly on the matter.?

A letter from Arno B, Cammerer, Acting Director of the National Rark
Service, on Decamber 23, was written in the same helpless tone:

Conceding for the sske of argument that the island's scenie
possibilities might justify its study for National Park purposes,
the problem of so mank private holdings would seem to bar its cone
sideratisn altogsther for Natiemal Park purposes.?

Not discouraged by the disheartening sharsster of these letters,

Stoll arranged with the Jigyp Weshingtom correspendent, Jay 6. Eayden,

for attampts to be made to arrangs & federal emsursioem to the island,

fncluding possibls Secretary of the Ianterior Bubert Werk and Matiemal

Pazk Service Director Stephen T. Mather. Meamwhile, Stoll wes working
in Michigan to ceavince Governor Alexsnder J. Gressbeck “and/er Henry

Pord" to extend a formal invitation te federsl officisls.

The Detwoit News conservation editor displayed a degree of
Wunmmuwyummum,mmmm
a trip to VWeshingtem, B. C. in early Februsry, 1924, te discuss the
project with Work and Mathar. In a letter to Work em February 17,
Stoll pleaded for "s sign, either ef iaterest or disiaterest” in
Isle Noyals frem the federal sstherities. Rxplaining that 56,361

acres of the total 132,000 scres are svailadls to the federal government

7Latter from K. B. Timmey to Albert Stoll, Jr., Nevember §,
1923, ibid.

8Letter from Arno B. Cammsrer te Albert Stoll, Jr., Dacember
23, 1923, ibid. :
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vithout cost" and that the "remainder will be secured without post to
the government {f possible," Stoll insisted that parties working om
the Isle Royale project had to know 'whether it can ever be brought
to fruition."’

Secretary Work's response to Stoll's letter had profound implie
cations for the future success of the park project. He wrote, in a
latter dated February 15, 1924, after having seen movies of the island
taken by the Michigan DPepartment of Conservation and shown by Stoll on
his trip to Washington, that it might be possible for Isle Royale to
achieve park status. In supporting Stoll's plan, Work said:
1f practically all of the holdings on the island can be secured
for gift to the United States, upon tender of title to these lands,
I will be pleased to exercise the power vested in me by law to
accept the gift and will recommend to the President that he estab=
lish & National Monument to preserve them in their natural condition.
The fine work of the Detroit News in actively promoting the
preservation of this island for the benefit and use of the people
of the entire United States 1s most commendable. This is a spdéndid
project which should be encouraged in every way possible, and the
News, and all who are cooperat{ng with it, have my best wishes for
the success of the enterprise. 0
Attacking the job of acquiring the land with renewed vigor after
this announcement, 8toll soon obtained promises of land from several
minor landholdsrs and a concession from Scott of LaPorte to sell his
"1,336.4 acres at $2.25 per acre plus taxes which have been paid on
them since 1905, though I would 1like to retain several points and islands
for my heirs."ll From the time of that achisvement in March, 1924,
until actual cession of lands to the federsl government sixteen years
later in April, 1940, Stoll encountered little but disappointment im

reaching his goal.

9etter from Albert Stoll, Jr., to Hubert Work, February 17,
1924, ibid.

101qtter from Hubert Work to Albert Stoll, Jr., February 19,
1924, ibid.

11 otter from Emmet Scott to Albert Stoll. Jr.. March 7. 1924.
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The major force blocking the successful culmination of state
acquisition of land was George Rupley and the Minnesota Forest Products
Company he represented. Rupley, who had allegedly convinced Mrs. Walter
Singer, widow of the founder of Singersville on Isle Royale, "to ask
$30,000 for her land which she had originally offered for $7,500,"
had apparently been planning to profit on the island becoming & mational
park.lz Thomas H. Cole, donor of the lsland Copper Company holdings on
lsle Royale and a personal acquaintance of Rupley, wrote the latter two
caustic letters-~ong on July 3 and one on July l5~-and sent carbon
copies of these formal reprimands to 8toll. Cole was very "upset" with
Rupley and severely criticized him for "being & sinister mercenary and
trying to make that venality contaglous to virtuous people."13
These and other criticisms of Rupley had no effect, bowever,
because less than two months later, the representative of Minnesota
Forest Products Company blatantly declared that his company would be
willing to sell for a figure that was eventually proved te be more than
a tvo million dollar profit for holding his land less than two years.
'mu; lettar, described later by Stoll as "depressing,” explained:
We have demonstrated at our satisfaction that, by operating Isle
Royale as a unit carryiag its own overhead charges (that is, sever-
ing it from our property om the Minnesota mainiand and ths attend-
ant economics) we can realiza a net return from the timber of well
over Four Million Dollars ($4,000,000,00).
Our company realizes the desireability of putting this besuti-

ful property into the National Park systeam and to further this end
is willing to make a very magnificent contribution.

1210tter from Stephen T. Mather, National Park Service Director,
to Albert Stoll, Jr., Juae 19, 1924, ibid.

1ILetters from Thomas H. Cole to George Rupley, July 3 and July
15, 1924, ibid.
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1 am authorized to sell our entire Isle Royale holding for
National Park (and no other) purposes for the sum of Two Million
¥ive Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000).

If you are still interested, we can doubtless get togather on
details. Best wishes for your success.

After informing the National Park Service authorities of Rup-

ley's proposal and writing and outraged letter to Rupley himself, Stoll

began investigating the possibility of having the island property cone

demned, but to no avail., Writing to Mather on March 16, 1925, Stoll

appeared to be in a low, yet dimly optimistic, frame of mind.13 Indie

cating that the News was still attempting to persuade Rupley to concede

the land at a more reasounable price, Stoll wrote:

The situation has remained unchanged since I wrote to you last
and, although discouraging to a certain degree, I still fell that
eventually Isle Royale will become a National Park.

At this point, however, our only choice seems to be either pay-
ing the outrageous $2.5 million for the 70,000 acres or condemning
the holdings through the State of Michigan.

We have no inteution of abandoning the cause, merely because of
difficulty in acquiring the holdings of the Minnesota Forest Prode
ucts Company. The matter hus already progressed more rapidly tham
ona might reasonably have expected, considering tha stupendous size
of the projects The News will continue earnestly to advocate and
strive toward the accomplishment o{sits purpose, and will go to
any reasonable length to that eund.

Rupley, unconvinced by conversations with federal officials

during an excursion to the island arranged by Stoll, communication with

Stoll during 1925, or any other type of persuasion, generally avoided

mention of the proposed purchase, until the Ncws writer bluntly asked

in early October, 1925, if the company's dacision was final.

YsLetter £rom George Rupley to Albert Stoll, Jr,, September 6,

1924, 1bid.

Liretter from Albert Stoll, Jr., to Stephen T. Mathsr, March

16, 1925, ibid.

161b4d.

In a letter
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dated October 19, 1925, Rupley replied: "I am sorry that matters took
the turn they did but am not greatly surprised.” He then proceeded
to enumerate the reasons why the crmpany had been as noble as 1t
possibly could be in the Ysle Royale matter:

My associates, than whom there are none wiser or better in-
formed along this line, originally set the price at what they know
they can get by operating. I succeeded in having them reduce this
price 50 per cent on the condition that the property should be
used perpetually as a public park.

In writing you, X called this a magnificent offer. I here re-
peat the statement adding that the magnl’ficence is the greater be~
cause, by reason of their anonymity, my associates could not ree
ceive public recognition of their beneficence. 1 am pleased with
their action and that my efforts contributed thereto and feel that
they and 1 have done our utmost,. .

It will be a tragedy for Isle Royale to be denuded of its
timber, but there is apparently no other outcome, Wa shall une
doubtedly prepare for early oparation there. There is too much
capital tied up to remain_long idle, eaten night and day by inte
erest and other c:harges.17

Several months later, howevar, Park Service Director Mather
provided evidence that all of the lumber included on the tract owned
by Minnesota Forest Products Company was not valued at even four hun=-
dred thousand doliars. Enclosing an official timber estimate in a letter
to Stoll on February 12, 1926, Mather suggested that this information
might "help convince Rupley that his price is outrageous, especially
since no lumbering operation could make even this such money in an area
go dislocated from the mainland."” Mather concluded that:
With the values given as a basis, it seems, if your people are
willing to go ahead with this project, you should be able to make
& deal with Mr. Rupley. Im the event that you still f£ind him hard
to deal with, the values given in this timber estimate might be
used in having the State go ahead with condemnation proceedings.

I trust that you will bla‘bh to make good progress on the Isle
Royale project from now on.

1 Letter from George Rupley to Albert Stoll, Jr., October 19,
1925, ibid.

181atter from Stephen T. Mather to Albert Stoll, Jr., February
12, 1926, ibid.
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Responding to Mather's letter four days later, Stoll informed the
federal official that the Michigan Conservation Commission, with tha
approval of the Governor, would, if necessary, invoke "the enabling
act provided for im the act creating the Michizan Department of Conse
ervation," whereby the ccmuission 'can, at any time, condemn private
lands for purposes of establishing parks, garce reserves or forest
aveass" Stoll explained why the process might be désirable:

Inasmuch as there is no such enabling act allowing the Fede
eral Government tha same privilege, it is understood batween the
men gignifig this agreement and ourselves that in the event of con-
demation of the Isle Royale properties, the land will be condemmed
in the nawe of the State of Michigan and paid for by pr&vate pare
ties with whom 1 am now in touch and after the condemnation has
been consummated, the State of Michigan will deed to the National
Park Service all the lauds condemned with the stipulation that it
is to be used for National Park purposes,ld

A letter from Mather to Stoll less than a month later related
tha final action Rupley had taken in the Isle Royale matter before Rup~
ley died on Ncw Year's Day, 1923, Mather had becen informed that the
property of Mrs, Walter Singer, being "handled by Rupley, had been sold
to a private Kansas City club for §30,000." The National Park Servica
director deplored the action, writing:

It looks to me as though Mr, Rupley has been trading on the
publicity which Isle Royale has been gatting for its preservation
as a mational reserve. This is disappointing to me, unless this
property could also be includad in conlermation procecdings baefore
the Kansas City people have really taken possession. It 18 an ideal
location for an alulnistrative gite anl the buildings there would
be admirably adapted to the purpose. If private developments like
this are not headed off, it would be vary hard for us to carry
through the original plan,20

19Letter from Albert Stoll, Jr., to Stepken T. Mather, February
26, 1926, ibid.

20Letter from Stephen T. Mather to Albert Stoll, Jr., March 3,
1926, ibid.
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Frank M. Warren of Minneapolis wrote to Stoll about activities
of the Minnesota Forest Products Company after Rupley's death in a
letter dated Pebruary 25, 1928. Offering the opinion that an B. W,
Backus was the "sinister figure behind Rupley and the Minnasota Forest
Products Company," ha then related tha activities of the company: ,

Since Rupley's death, they have closed the Duluth office as

they are buying no more land. A lawyer, Frank P. S8heldon, says
that he himself is now looking after the matters of the company,
vhich now has no activities. I suppose that they have jeught all
of the timber and lands which they desire at the present time and
::; Just b:i.ctinhpat. Sheldon was the president of the company

may bs now.

No further developments on land acquisition ensued until after
President Hoover had signed the bill designating Isle Royale a Mational
Park contingent upon the cession of a satisfactory amount of the land
on the island to the federal government. Horace M. Albright, appointed
National Park Service Director after the desath of Mather, suggested to
Stoll that Michigan might create & commission to acquire the necessary
lands soon after the Cramton-Vandenmberg Bill was signed.22 This tdea
was passed on to Governor Wilber Brucker by $toll im early April and a
five-man board was appointed as the Isle Royals Mational Park Comaission
on May 28, 1931.23 The board, efficially activated on July 2, consisted
of James McHaughton of Calument, presidéat of the Calumet and Hecla Cop-
per Company; Edsel Ford of the Ford Motor Companyj former U.S. Senator
William Alden Smith of Grand Rapids; Harry F. Harper of Lansing, presi-

dent of the Motor Wheel Corporstion and of the Michigan Izaak Walton

o

2l14tter from Frank M. Warren te Albert Stoll, Jr., February
25, 1928, fbid. )

2214tter from Horace M. Albright to Albert Stell, Jr., March
18, 1931, ibid.

23pgeroit News, May 28, 1931, p. 1.
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League; and William H. Wallace of Saginaw, chairman of the Michigan
Conservation Commission during the six-year administration of Governor
Groesbeck.?® The board, with Stoll as "technical adviser,” appeared
to be relatively inactive during the following two years.

After Arno B. Camxerer, an ardent Isle Royale fan, was appointed
as National Park Service Director to succeed ths ailing Albright em July
7, 1933, the process of acquiring Isle Royale might have been completed
much sooner Lf the nation were not in the depths of the worst depression
it had ever known. On December 29, 1933, U. $. Senator Arthur H, Van~
denberg of Grand Rapids, wrote te Stoll in the manner that many letters
ware being written at that time: "‘ll’u___d_ggresuou has taken its toll in
progress toward Isle Royale's National Park status since NO state com=
misdion could have hoped to finance a park project during the last two
or three years.” Vague mention was made of a "federal emargency program
that Isle Royale might get in on.'25 A letter from Stoll te Frank M.
Warren one week earlisr had indicated that, "though I am not at liberty
to give you details at this time, suffice it to say that special funds
might dbe supplied the island by a special Reconstruction Finance Corp~
oration fund."2¢ When it had besn suggested in October that Isle Royale
might get National Recovery Administration (RRA) funds, Vandenberg had
written of the valid fear that Stoll was against publicizing 1t:

1 understand your fear is that if this matter is made pudblie,

there will be a gansral scramble all over the country which will
jeopardize the entire budget. That might well be. On the ether

2b1v1d., July 2, 1931, p. 1.

25Letter from Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg, to Albert Stoll,
Jr., December 29, 1933, "Chronological History of the IRNPM."

261etter from Albert Stoll, Jr., to Frank M. Warren, December
22, 1933, ibid.
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hand, I am wondering whether the time has not come when the organe-
ization of public opinion pressure ought not to be laid at the
White House door.27

A Detroit News story on January 6, 1934, "Fund Allotted to Isle
Royals,"” gave the first public evidenca of impending federal purchase
of the island. Senator Vandenberg, tha story reported, had revealed
that he had assurance that $350,000 can ba obtained as a grant from
the Public Works Administration to completa acquisition of Isle Royale
as a national park.” Tha story briefly outlined the recent history of
the projects

Resurrection of ths park project, which has beel almost moribund
for the last two years, came about with the allocation of $20 mile
lion from the PWA fund for purchase of national forests. The sug-
gestion of NPS Director Cammerer was taken that some of this money
be used to complete existing national park projects,

Soon after a comnission was pppointed to acquire the remaining
lands on Isle Royale, the depression came. Much preliminary work
vas accomplished, however, including the making of surveys and plats,
though no action has been taken looking to the transfer of title to
land on the island to the Secretary of the Interior.28

Though nothing was accomplished on the FiA allotment for the
next Swenty months, Stoll made some valuable contacts with A. R.
Rogers, new spokesman for the formerly belligerent Minnesota Forest
Products Company. In a letter from Stoll to James Cousens on September
12, 1934, definite optimism could be noted:

Rogers, acting for the receivers, informed me quits honestly that
the Minnesota Forest Products Co. paid less than $382,000 for their
holdings and with taxes and carrying charges it now represents an
investment upwards of $450,000 but stated further that if the land
vere desired for national park purposes (which it is) he would sur=~
prise those Interested in the ridiculously low price the receivers
would ask for it. I asked him to name this price in my reply and
will be very interested to note how much less than the original
prise of $4 million they will take for thair holdings.29

@ ctter from Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg to Albert 8toll, Jr.,
Octoher 7. 1933’ Lbi O

23Detrogg News, January 6, 1934, p. 1.

29Letter from Albert Stoll, Jr., to James Couszens, September
12, 1934, "Chronological History o} the’ IRNPM.*
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Senator Vandenberg listed four reasons why the United States
should take money from a& relief fund for Isla Royale in "Vandenberg
Urges U.S. to Purchase Isle Royale,” in the Detroit News on April 27,
1935. Vandenberg stated that acquisition of the island 'would be the
best available mecans of providing work and stimulating sconomic recove
ery in the Upper Poninsula of Michigan,” and asserted that, besides
offering manual labor and work relief, the project would “provide the
most useful habitat for a number of CCC camps which can be put to work
on the development of permanent values on a national level,” would at-
tract sumner tourists and a corresponding amount of tourist dollars,
and "would benefit both Wisconsin and Minnesota, also, as tributaries
of the Isle Royale aector."3°

When Consolidated Power and Paper Company of Minneapolis threat-
ened to begin lumbering operations on Isle Royale i{n the spring of 1935,
even tha Minnesota Forest Products Company 'attempted t6 persuade them
to postpone lumbering until it can dbe determined whether the government
will be interested in buying the land intact."3} While groups of cone
sarvationists and sportsmen organized an "energatic revival” of the
park canpaign.32 National Park Service officials said the island would
not be sccepted as a park "if it 1s despoiled by logging opor:tionn."33

3Opetroiy News, April 27, 1935, p. 1.

3lietter from A. R Rogers to Albert Stoll, Jr., March 23, 1935,
"Chronological History of the IRNPM."

32 roit N Iy lhy 8. 1935. Pe 1.
31bid., May 24, 1935, p. 1.
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Rogers wrote the Isle Royale Rational Park Cormission that the Minne-
sota Forest Products Company would give tha comission until September
1 to decide whethar it wanted to buy the company's 72,336.41 acres at
five dollars per acre.’® After that date, Rogers wrote, the company
would be willing to leasa its property for luubering operatiomns.

Prompted by public pressures for action, Governor Frank B. Fitze

gerald filled existing vacancies on the commission and the fivee-msn
board held its first meeting in the offices of the Detmoif News on June
5, 1935.3% Soon aftar the board began making progress, the Keweenaw
County Boaxd of Supervisors made its public statement against the park
plan and upset negotiations with private landholders who were afraid
public opinion was against their selling or donating the land. The day
after former Governor Chase 8. Osborn applauded Vandenberg's efforts in
behalf of the park project, the Senator sent Stoll and anxious letter
regarding final financial arrangements with the federal government:

On July 3, you submitted & proposal that if an smount of
$700,000 were mada availabla from Federal funds for the scquistion
in fea simple title of the lands om the island, you would guarantee
any funda that might be nedded above that figure in order to com-
plete the project.

You agreed to hava a latter from Harry Harper, secretary of the
Isle Royale National Park Commission, confirmatory of this undere
standing in my hands early the following week. That letter has mot
been received. I would appreciaste it if you would arrange to have
this letter in my hands as soon as possible to avoid _unnecessary
delays. Ickes is quite unhappy about the situation,30

Aftar the coumissioa provided this needed bit of confirmatery

information, it was only ona day befores President Roosewvelt signed an

Mietter from A. R. Rogers to lsle Royale National Park Coumise~
sion, May 24, 1935, “Chronological History of the IRNPM."

35Letter from Albert Stoll, Jr., to Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg,
June 6, 1935, ibid.

361ctter from Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg to Albert 8toll, Jr.,
July 26, 1935, ibid.
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executive order appropriating $700,000 for purchase and $5,000 for
administration of purchase of the remaining private lands on Isle
Royale. The presidential signature allotted the money from "woney
saved by Harold L. Ickes, PWA administrator, from his eld PWA fund,"
the News reported. Citing that the project was realized "because of
the cooperation of two men who may oppose each other for the presidency
in 1336, Roosevelt and Vandenberg," the story concluded that "when the
property is finally purchased, it will be turned over to Ickes to cone
serve and improve, after hae deédares it National Park urritory."”

Immediately thereafter, extensive publicity was given to the
establishment of varfous CCC camps on the island and to the many men who
were put to work improving the proposed park. Meanshile, Stoll, Harper,
and thaother members of the Isle Royales National Park Commission conte
inued to negotiate on obtaining the lands for the park. Less publicity
on the thousands of potential tourists was urged when it was reported
that "difficulty is being encountered in getting decent options, because
land owners are afraid they will be trampled by tourists.” A siightly
different effect was evident among hotel and resort owners on the island,
who "are figuring om such a great incoms that they are all putting quite
a premium on their holdings,” Harper declared.38

Except for the voting of $100,000 of Michigan funds "if nec~
aessary to supplement federal funds"” by the Isle Royals Matiomal Park
Commission on April 14, 1936, little pesttive ncws of the project was
heard before early 1938. A three-month forest fire on the island in

37petrot News, August 9, 1935, p. 1.

38Lotter from Harry Harper to Albert Stoll, Jr., October 9,
1935, "Chronological History of the IRNPM."
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the summer of 1936, that was fought by hundreds of WPA and CCC workers,
destroyed forests and wildlife on ncarly one-third of the island and
resulted in considerable loss of public support for the park plen.3?

During the first half of 1938, condemnation proceedings and
option negotiations continued on both the stats and federal lesvel. A
letter from Hillory A. Tolson, Acting Director of the National Park
Service, to Stoll on January 20, 1938, indicated that "'nearly 90 per
cent of the privatelyeowned lands on the island has been acquired or
cptioneds" 7Tolson wrote further that compromises "are being worked out
where possible, though conlemmation has begua in the Federal District
Court in a number of cases,"40

Isle Royale National Park became an actuality on April 5, 1940,
when Secretaiy of tlie Interior Harold L. Icka=s "accepted a title deed
from the State of Michigan to the remaining land necessary to fulfill
requirements under the Federal law providing for establishment of the
Isle Royale National Park."4l Many leng and thankless years of struge
gling had gone into the acquisition of this 132,000-acre national park.
Congratulatory letters from such dignitaries as Vandenberg, W.EB. Scripps,
and former Governor Chase S, Osborn flowed into Stoll's office at the
Detrcit Newa. Nineteen years of campalgning by 8toll, coupled with the
intermittent support of ﬁany others, had achleved twoethirde of Stoll's
goal. 8ix years were to pass before the third goaleeactual dedication

of Isle Royale as a National Parke-woudd come to pass.

Ipctrolt Mews, September 6, 1936, p. 30.

401 etter from Hillory A. Tolson to Albert Stoll, Jr., January
20, 1938, "Chromological History of the IRNPM."

4lpetyoit News, April 6, 1940, p. 1.



IX, DEDICATION AND CONCLUSION

As the Great Depression had interrupted the acquisition of
tha lands on Isle Royale, such wvas tha effect of World War II on the
dedication of the park. A mation under severs stress cannot bs ex-
pected to take an active interest in celebrations when it has little
to ba happy about.

Plans were being made for the dedication, however, as early
as Dacember, 1938, when Harry Harper, secretary of the Isle Royale
National Park Commission, wrote to Albert Stoll, Jr., conservation
editor of the Detroit News, requesting that the latter mske plans and
begin publicity for the dedication, "to be held fn August, 1939, if
possible,”l Throughout the remainder of 1938 and most of 1939, uo1i
conferred with steamship lines and travel agencie attempting to find
out how much it would cost to accommodate the dedication officials and
to prepare the program, In the spring of 1940, tentative plans wers
made to schedule the dedication for August, 1940, after the 1939 date
did not materialize. By June, 1940, howsver, it was apparent that it
would have to be postponed once again, as evidenced by a lstter from
George ¥, Baggley, appointed superintendent of Isle Royale several

lietter from Harry Harper to Albert Stoll, Jr,, December 17,
1928, “"Chronological History of the IRNMM."
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months earlier:

Barlier in the year, it was generally planned to carry out the
daedication of Isle Royale as a National Park sometime this year,
However, recent evesiis which have brought on a national emergency
are, no doubt, engaging the attention of those officials who must
decide upon the dedication of the park. I am sure, as soon as the
plans are complete that full information will be releasad.?

On August 10, 1946, the Detroit News announced in a front-page
banner headline that "U. 8. To Dedicate Lake Superior's Isle Royale As
a Rational Park,"” reporting the ceremony was scheduled for August 27.3
Tracing the history of the Isle Royale campaign, the story said that
"sgveral federal and state officials will maks addresses during the
ceremony."” An editorial, "Isle Royale National Park," appeared that
same day applauding ths idea that "the long battla has been won."
After mentioning the roles played by Stoll and George R. Miller, late
editor-in~chief of the News, the editorial concluded that "space fore
bids the mention of all who took part in the endeavor which now comes
to fwuition, but all can rest assured that they have done no mean
service for their country and for postcrity."“

A decond editorial after announcement of dedication ceremonies
traced the News's role in the campaign, in “All the Peopls Forever,"
the lead editorial:

If this newspaper takes more than an objective interest in the
casa, it is with reason for Isla Royale National Park is the fule
£illment of a dream originating im 1921 with the late George B.
Miller, then editor of the News, and Albert Stoll, Jr., then an
now the MNews' conservation editor, who pushed the project untir-
ingly in the years thereafter.

There was the inevitable local opposition to surmount and prie-
vate interests to be persuaded to the public view. There was &

long missionary labor to be undertaken in official Washington. Isle

Royale Lg. among other things, a monument to the patience of its
!r‘.‘mo

21..::.: from George F. Baggley, Juns 25, 1940, ibid.

3Detroit News, August 10, 1946, p. 1.
‘Ibid-. Pe 6.
SIbid.. ‘“g‘u‘t 13. 19106' Pe 6.
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Tha Newg concluded its pre-dedication coverags of the Isle Royale
National Park with an entire S8unday rotogravure section titled,
"Isla Royale Formally Becomes State's First National Park"” on August
25, thres days befora the dedication.®

On August 27, 1946, Albert 8toll, Jr., sat on & platform con-
structed for the dedication of Isle Royale as a National l;ark. much
against his physician's better judgment. The years of the Isle Roy~
ale campaign had seen & marked change come over this emergetic, per~
sistent middle-aged journalist, who sat wrapped up in an afghan and
bundled in three or four sweaters and & coat to witness his dream
coming true. Governor Harry F. Kelly asked Stoll to stand and be acke
knowledged as a man who "carried on for years with unstinting do.wti.on"
the movement that gave Michigan its first national park; the News
reported in "Proud Day for State, Gov. Kelly Declares." An editorial,
“The Middle West's First National Park," praised S8toll and Miller for
"vigilance and unrenmitting efforts" toward the fruition of ths park
plan. The editorial concluded, "The News is proud of its role, from
origin to culmination of this project, which shows that good things
can be accomplished even against bitter odds and long demands on patience
and perserverance."8

W. K. Scripps of the Evening News Assoclation, Stoll's superior
for many years, wrote a personal letter of congrailations on September
6: "I cannot let this auspicious occasion go by without expressing to

61bid., August 25, 1946, p. 1E.
T1p1d., August 28, 1946, p. 1.
a‘I_Eido’ Pe 6.
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you my personal satisfaction, as well as that of the Rews over this
happy accomplishment.” Scripps told Stoll that "you are most certe
ainly to be congratulated’ and noted that "all of those who spoke
at the dedication spared no opportunity to place credit where credit
belongs."9

8imilarly, Editor and Publisher pagazins praised Stoll, noting
that he received well~deserved praise from Michigan and fedaral offi~
cials "for his efforts to get Isle Royale in Lake Superior set aside
as a National Park."l0 Tha Detroit Board of Commerce weekly publica-
tion, Detroiter magazine, raised a pertinent question on "Our Newest
National Park":

When history gets straight on our newest Mational Park, Isle

Royale will bring up the traditional Benjamin Pranklin international
boundary storyj and surely will credit Arthur Vandenberg for his
vision and couraga in leading a winning fight in Washington. Will
it give proper praise to Pete Stoll and the late George Millere=
and the whole Detroit News?"11

Stoll's colleagua, Lee A, White, ttted to insure that history
would remember S$toll, when he i{nitiated the "naming of something for
8toll" 1in a letter to Ronald ¥, lee, Acting Director of the National
Park Service on January 12, 1952.12 This resulted in the dedicaticn
of tha trail and plaque on Scoville Trail in July, 1954,

These and many other gestures or comments from scross the
nation praised the work of the News and Albert Stoll, Jr., in many
different ways. Only the thousands of annual tourists to Isle Royalse
Rational Park could say it any better than "Pete" himself, when, in an

editorial on February 19, 1924, he wrote:

9Letter from W. B, Scripps to Albert 8Stol}, Jr., September 6,
1946, “Chronological History of the IRNPM."

80Editor and Publisher, September 14, 1946, p. &1l.
1lpetroiter, September 3, 1946, p. 1.

121etter from Lee A. Whits to Ronald F. lee, January 12, 1952,
"“Chronological History of the IRNPM."
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An American can leave no finer monument, no more grateful
memory, than a magnificent work of nature which he has been
instrumental in presaerving for his people, for all time « « « A3

Lpetroit News, ¥February 19, 1924, p. 6.
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