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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Technological advances have caused the world to
shrink and mankind to become a single community,
therefore, the concept of cross-cultural education has
broadened considerably. The way of living in the
East and West is very different. The need for

adaptation is very great.l

Each year many students from China.and Japan enter American
universities to study. Little research has been done to
discover the attitudes and values of these Orientais as they
adapt to Westgrn cultural patterns in the selection and use
of clothing. There is a constant need for awareness and bétter
understanding of the differences among peoples of different \/
countries and cultures. Through this study the auth;r hopes
to increase her unde:standing of peoples of other cultures
‘80 that she can be more respectful, tolerant, and apprgéiétive
of other peoples and their cusioms, attitudes, valhea. agd
beliefs. These40rientala come to the Uﬁited'S;ates to gtuﬂy
and become acquainted with the American way of life. This
study will attempt to point out some social and economic

factors of the Eastern and Western cultures which affect the

1Marjory Wybourn, "Proposals for Improving the clothing
and Textile Educational Experiences of Home Economics Students
From Other Lands" (unpublished Doctoral thesis,. Teachers'.

College, Columbia University, 1958), p. 3.
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clothing consumption practices of a small group of Chinese

and Japanesé women students.
Purpose of the Study

This study consists of eight descriptive cases written
as accurately as possible with information given to the author
by questionnaires'and interviews concerning clothing practices. :
Alth&ugh the author has a limited background. in psychology
and sociology} she attempted to be openminded; communicative; 
and logical in her analyéis and presentation of materials
given her by the participants. In order for the participants
in the study to be kept anonymous, fabficated names appear
in the descriptive cases. /
The objectives for this study are:
\Q¥ l. To gain some understanding of.the national dress aqd ,
cultural background of the Chinese and Japanese studepts.
2. To diséover their familiarity with Western dress h
before coming to the United States.l
‘3. To obtain information regarding theibuying practices
and kinds of clothing purchased and worn before coming.

to the United States.

4. To discover the attitudes and values of these students
toward Western dress.

5. To determine the kinds of clothing items selected and
purchased in this country. :

6. To ascertain the influence of Western_dress on their
wardrobes.



3

Definition of Terminology

In each descriptive case, reference is madé‘to the national
dress of China or Japan. Therefore, an explanation of the
national dress of each country and some Japanese terms used
by the réspondents are given as background information.

China's name for its national costume for women is
"cheongsam, " a sheath with a high mandarin.collar. kimono-
cut sleeves, and slits to the thigh on each side of the skirt
(approximately eight inches up from the knee). The chebngsam(‘
in more formal terms, is called a mandarin dress.

In 0l1d China it was considered indecent to expose the
back of the neck; therefore, the high stiff collar was; and
still is, attached to the neckline of the cheongsam. There /
is almost no variation in the style of this garment whether
it be used for casual or for formal wear; color, skirt ;ength.
and fabric determine i;s appropriateness. The drefs with its
skirt ending at mid-calf ;n the leg is popular for daytime
or casual wear and the skirt drops down to just above the .
ankle for formal wear. Red, by old trédition, shows happiness
and represents good luck; a red, embroidered or plain cheongsam
is aimost always worn for wedding receptions and the New
Year's holiday. A birthday>pefmits any dress so long as it

is new, the winter season finds most people in blue dresses,

LAY
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and white leads in popularity during the summer. Pure silks
and brocades are reserved for formal wear while cottons, rayons,
woolens, and synthetics are found in casual wear. |
The "kimono" is Japan's national costume and consists of
approximately seventeen pieces of clothing. Western under-

wear, in the form of a pair of panties and a brassiere is put

on first and then followed by special, kimono ﬁhderwear--a white
blouse-slip, a white skirt-slip, and a colored slip in the

same shape and s;yle as the kimono and often made of silk‘

but less important in color and fabric than the kimono because
it does not show. The white collar of the blouse-slip is the
only part of the underclothing that is visible on.the outside.

A kimono is then put on and held in po;ition by a cdmbinatioz

of - a sash and six cords; there are no fastenings used for

closings. The sash is called an "obi" and is usually four

‘yards long, twice wrapped around the body at the waist;midriff

level, and then tied at the center back with a bod. To »

~

complete the outfit Japanese "getas" (sandals) and white -

"tabies". (socks) are worn.

Jewelry like earrings, necklaces, or bracelets is not worn

‘with a kimono but a broach may be pinned to the obi or the

family crest may adorn the kimono slightly above the left

breast.
Black is appropriately worn for funerals and all formal
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occasions like a wedding reception. If a woman is married
or middle-aged or older, she is e#pected to wear conservative,
quiet colors and shorter sleeves; a single girl may wear
livelier colors and long sleeves to show her independence
from men.

When soiled, the silk kimono must be sent to a special
cleaner since it is not washable. The garment is then taken
apart at all seams, laundered, dried, and completely restitched.
This cleaning procedure takes one month.

Other terms used by Japanese women during their interviews
include the following:

Yukata. A loose gown or rébe made of cotton goods. The
word "yukata" implies the meaning, "after the evening's bath."y
Men can also wear them but the patterns are largely confined.\
to stripes and'squares. Yukata are often made of cotton, j

silk, and linen. They are worn only during the summer.

.

Geta. A sandal shoe with a thong between the first and
I.-" s
second toes.
Tabi. - Digitated socks, socks that have a separate division

for the big toe. In color, tabi are white, black, or dark

blue, and are made of cotton, velvet, sateen or silk.

'~ Datemaki. Stiff, ribbon sash.
Nagajuban. Long, under-kimono.

( Obi. A sash tied around the mid;iff and folded over a
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small, pillow-like sﬁpport at the back, looped up and fastened,
the end of the knot left hanging about ten inches. The obi
is usually twelve feet long and two feet wide and doubled
over go a regular one foot width. |

DegEto. Japanese name for a department store.
Tatami. Woven, floor-mat covering.

Zabuton. Floor cushions used to sit on in some Japanese

homes.



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Chinese Identification

The Chinese, with great pride, are able to trace their
history back some four thousanb years. Because there is much
respect and admiration for China's ”anciént civilization, its
great age and its aged greatness,"l many'individuais see the
Chinese as a superior people. In a recent study it was

discovered that Chinese images on the American mind are mainly

in contradiction of one another.

The Chinese are seen as a superior people and .
as an inferior people; devilishly exasperating heathens /
and wonderfully attractive humanists; wise sages and

. sadistic executioners; thrifty and honorable men and sly
and devious villians; comic opera soldiers and dangerous

fighters.2 ‘ 1
It is almost an impossibility to develop or discuss

generalizations which would apply to all of China. Like most

;
other nations, China has many variations; consideration must
be given to natural variations within the nation and certainly,

the changes brought about by Western influences and the spread

of Communism. It would be extremely difficult to speak of one

lHarold R. Isaacs, Scratches On Our Minds (New York: The'
John Day Company, 1958), p. 89.

ZIbido ? po 71.

~
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typical.American; there is equal difficulty in speaking of a
typical Chinese. | -

Northern China is often noted for its tall, strong people
who have adapted to the cold weather and eat wheat and wheat
products as their main cereal staple. The rice-eaters, short
and rather plump, are generally associated with the south of .
China.3

Of the more than four hundred million Chinese, 22,000 came
to the United States between the years of 1854 and 1949 to
study at American colleges and universities.4 Previous to the
last forty years the mother in the family was responsible for
the education of her daughtef. This education was primarily
related to home management.5 Since ‘the penetration of Westeﬁp
ideas in the East, women have declared that they have the )
right to their own careers and intend to share in occupatiops

|

and diversions that formerly were completely monopolized by

~

men. Their victory in this matter has given them more liberties
and personal freedoms.6 At the present'time, Chinese women

can be found in all occupatiohs, even holding government offices.

3The East and West Association, The People of China (New
York: 1944), p. 4.

4Isaacs, op. cit., p. 68.

5Kenneth Scott Latourette, The Chinese, Their History .and
Culture (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1943), p. 197.

f
6‘I,'he-East and West. Association, op. cit., p. 6.
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The status of the Chinese woman has changed rapidly: women have
made great strides toward equality with men.

The Chinese have always held the scholar as the most

esteemed citizen in their society. Although illiteracy still

exists in China, much work has been done by educators who

g

favor mass education. Many less privileged are still unable

to read and write.

Family System

The family is an outstanding feature of the life of most

nations. Although the authority which the family has held over

its members has weakened in recent years, the basic and most

characteristic Chinese institution has been and still is the
’ /

Extremely close ties characterize families in China >

family.7
although the family never was nor will be of uniform strength
throughout the entire country. Many ties, of varying aegrees,
bind famiiies together such as, affection, loyaléy, and pride. °*
Due to the influences of World War I aﬁd’II, the Kore;ﬁ—
incident, Western ideas, and Communistic control, the traditional
family system is reported to be breaking apart.

Since 1784 America has traded with China in a moderate way

but relatively few Americans have had the opportunity to exert

7Latourette, op. cit., p. 231\
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much influence. All this changed durihg World War II when
the Americans reaching China numbered approximately a quarter
of a million.8

Because one great virtue in China is devout respect for
one's elders, this country may be congidered as a haven for the
aged in their society. "To a greater or lesser extent the
family has performed the functions which in the modern Ocqident
are associated with sickness and unemployment insurance."
Out of this family system comes a deep sense of belonging.
Many families wWere broken up when the Japanese attacked China
in December, 1941, and occupied Hong Kong for the folLoying
three and a half years. Following this occgpation; the?
re@uction in population in Hong Kong alone was approximately /

one-third its pre-war total.lo

To briefly familiarize the reader with the relationship

- between Hong Kong and the China mainland, a short explanation

is given.

‘Hong Kong was given birth as ". . . a military, commercial

and administrative centre of expanding British trade with China,

and supplied those conditions under which commerce could prosper

8Isaacs, op. cit., p. 69.
9Latourette. op. cit., p. 183.

106. B. Endacott, A History of Hong Kong (London- Oxford
University Press, 1958), p. 300.

~
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and which China herself was then incapable of providing."ll
.Thil Bripibh colony is an island on the south-east coast of
‘China and was obtained from China early in the Victorian efa,
1841. Actually, the island is the dffice of British trade
in.the Far East so its acquisition added to a commercial, and

not territorial, gain. British authority was resumed in

Augustp 1945.
Religion

In China there is, and hés been, much religious to;erance:
optimism is characteristic of Chinese religious life. Since
China is the largest, single show of American ﬁissionary
enterprise, Christianity has spread widely in its influence. /
There are eclectic forms of Buddism, Confucianism and Taoism

present in China but Christianity is the most vigorously

,represented.lz Some belief in superstition is carried from

N
h 4

past to present religions; the Chinese pay considerable éttention
to lucky and unlucky days, hours, and plaées, and in devices- '
- . QUL
for protection from the spirits believed to bring misfortune. A

The Chinese are not alone in this feeling: gome great office

buildings in New York City have no numbered thirteenth floor.

llIbido' po 285.

12Latourette} op. cit., p. 123.
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Social Life

Few definitely holding class divisions are a part of

Chinese society. Class status, to a great degree, is determined
by major occupational groups.‘ Traditionally, scholars come
first because it is felt that those ;ﬁucated in the lore and
virtugs of civilized humapity should control society.13
Automobiles, stoves, bicycles, factory machines and many
other mechanical deviées have been catalysts in the revolution
in social life. 0l1d customs have largely disintegrated for
the younger generation living in cities. The old forms of

etiquette are nearly extinct; Western hand-shaking is now

good form, the old bow is more moderate if used, and the

elaborately polite manner has been modified. Athletigs, under’

Western influence, have grown in popularity with Chinese

women--swimming, tennis, and any game requiring speed and

accuracy. . '

The Chinese have taken easily and rapidly to Western movies
and music. It is believed that Western music made its intro-
duction through the Christian churches. The popularity of
cigarettes changed the consumption of ﬁobacco from the o;dr’f

e /

. 14
style pipe.
7~ : /

13The East and West Association, op. cit.,

14Latourette. op. cit., p. 238.
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Clothing

Widespread adoption of Western dress is quite prevalent
in Chinese daily wear, school uniforms, and uniforms worn
by the military. The traditiohal mandarin dress is reserved
fof formal occasions like weddings, funerals, and New Yearfs,
the most important festival of the year.15 To complement
their Western clothing, many Chinesg women now wear short,
stylish, hair cuts.

Cotton makes up the material used in the larger broportion
of Chinese clothing since cotton is grown in the northerh;
central, and southern parts of the country. Silk is also
.produced. The textile industry in Hong Kong, by 1954, became
the largest eﬁployer of labor in the colony with spinning /
mills, weaving factories, knitting factories, and finishing\
factories, producing goods in cotton{ nylon,'wool, and other

textiles.¥6

Today, the growth of the textile industry in Hong Kong
has made it possible to construct multi-story buildings of

concrete to help in the betterment of work conditibns.l7

15New Year's--date varies between January 21 and February
19-=the day and. several following are devoted to feasting.and
visiting. :

.16Endacott, op. cit., p. 308.

17

~

Women's Wear Daily, May 22, 1961, p. 19.

»
LAY
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Japanese Identification

Japan, a most ambitious country, has a populatidn of ninty-
four million people.le- Japanese; although'stoic in appearance,
are actually highly emotional people. ?There is a custom and
tradition of smiling which often Bafflesiforeigners. ;n
their smile the Japanese are expressing the fact that ". . .tnobody
.has the right to cause anybody\else a moment's mental dis- |
comfort . . ."19 A smile may come when death is faced,. at
_times of great disappointment, in embarrassing situations, in
deep sorrow, or at the time of most severe disastér. Weséerners
smile very little when compared with the Japanese.
Competent foreign investigators have been quite impressed
with Japan's high standard of education in its many universiéies; -
cpllegea, and schools, bofh private and government supported.
Above all else that can be acquired, the Japanese people-value'
education and, therefore, compel their children to attend '3
schooi. Because of this high value placeg’qpon education,
ﬁhere has been no illiteracy in Japan for ovef'a generation.

-~

Japanese childxen learn Chinese and Japanese subjects and with

the seventh year of school, English is compulsory.zo-

18

Ibid e
19Frederic de Garis, Their Japan (Yoshikawa, kaohgma: 1936),
p . 156 . ’ ~ .
20

Ibid., p. 73.

\
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Sixteen years total the education fﬁr girls--six years
in primary school, six years in junior and senior high school,
and three or four years in collége. The need for educating
women . in anpther country to broaden the scope of understanding
and tolerance was recognized early. In 1871, five Japanese
girls were sent to America to be educated in Western fashion.
This year was the first time in Japanese history that this
cro#s-cultural education for women occurred.21 "Whereas the 5<w““'
traditional function of study abroad was the acquisition of
knowledge.‘one of the primary purposes now is the promotion of
mutual understanding and good will between the peopleb of the

' world.'f22

Family System L

.In Western society the family is mainly a group of individuals

while in Japan the family is a unit foundation of the Japanese

~
.

social organization with the father or eldest son as its head.
This suits the spirit and temper of the people. Public

affection between parents and children is rarely shown. .Until

2lIna20 Nitobe and Others, Western Influences in Modern Japan
(Chicago, Illinois: The University of Chicago Press, 1931),
p. 217.

22Marjory Wybourn, "Proposals for Improving the Clothing
and Textile.Educational Experiences of Home Economics Students
From Other Lands" (unpublished Doctoral thesis, Teachers'
College, Columbia Uh1versity, 1958), p. 3.




16

two decades ago parents never kissed or embraced their children

aft'er they had grown up. Kissing scenes were even cut out

of foreign films before showing them to Japanese audiences.

Affection between family members is generally demonstrated

‘through courtesy and kindness. Since World War II, the people

have realized that old family standards are breeking apart.
Religion'

The original religion of Japan was Shintoism; the imported

religions are Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and Christianity.

The Japanese have shown a special genius for accepting,

assimilating, and adopting from other' countries while, at the

Therefore,

same time, .keeping_some_ of their own identity. ) /
23 \

many Japanese have a combination of beliefs.
Social Life

Following the earthquake of 1923 and World War Ii, there
were many social changes. The frustrations of the war years

needed an outlet. Western sports were taken up with much

enthusiasm. The most popular were soccer, basketball, track
and field events, swimming, skiing and ice skating. Baseball

became as much a national game ‘as it is in the United Si:’a'tes.24

23 Nitobe, op. cit., p. 104.

24A. C. Scott, The Flower and the WJ.llow World (United States.

orion Press, 1960), p. 100.
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Japan was, and is, being deluged by Western-style music

and entertainment which may be good, bad, or indifferent.
At the present time approximately twenty-six percent of

Japanese entertainment establishments, such as night clubs

and coffee shops, have English names.

With the passing of much Japanese tradition, the New
Year's holidays remain important. January first is called
Shinho-hai and January third is called Genshi-sai. For these
holidays the long-style kimono with the flowing hem may be
worn. This garment is primarily used now for professional
dancing and for theatrical purposes.26 The kimono is folded
over the chest with the left side over the rightﬁlike a man's
style coat. The Japanese find much humor in foreigne;s who '/

wear the kimono folded right over left. In Japan the r_ight

over left fold is used .only in dressing a corpse.

L]

Clothing’ ~

The wearing of a kimono has become ceremonial and.is, -
therefore, rarely worn. At the present time, the yukata has
slightly mox:é popularity. A yukata is a loose gown or robe

made of cotton fabric which serves as a lounging kimono,

25Hidetoshi Kato, Japanese Popular Cul ture (Rutland,j Vermont ¢
Charles E. Tuttle Company, 1959), p. 48.

26

de Garis, op. cit., p. 69
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probably similar to the American brunch-coat or housecoat.
it is a garment strictiy reserved for the summer season with
its bold designs and patterns held in place by a light-weight

sash or belt._27

Japanese women have thick, jet;black and very straight
hair. Today many women are wearing Western hair styles. Tokyo,
as well as other Japanese cities, has adopted the latest in |
hair-do's from Paris, London, or New Ybrk'fo: hair which is
often permanently waved.

Department stores or "Depato” are popular in Japaq since
they not only offer merchandise for sale but’also act as av
kigd of social club where women may meet, gossip, shop, relgx'
in the restrooms, and eat lunch in the store's restaurant.

The ready-to-wear market in Japan for coats, suits, and

. dresses is small because dressmakers will make them at a fairly

reasonable cost with proper fitting for the wearer.  However,

ot . blouses, skirts, shirts, sports outerwear and related _

items have fair domestic demand."29

.

An average worker in the garment industry works a fortnyour

hour week and receives approximately $40.00 per month. There

' 27Ibid., p. 105

2.88cott, op. cit., p. 95.

29Wbmen's Wear Daily, op. cit., p. 19.

T e
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are different ideas between the East and West concerning a
reasonable standard of living. When a comparison is made,
" . . the Japanese garment wo;ker, at the wage level cited,
enjoys the same relative place in his social env;ronmenﬁ as

an American factory worker in a small town earning about

$70.00 a week."3o

Housing

Wood, in its original color is used ‘in the constrqction
of most Japanese houses. They are without cellars; are rarely
over two stories high and have roofs covered with heavy tile:
in the country, the roofs may be tﬁatched. ". . . a simple
littlé wooden house with 300 square feet of floor space is / . )
considered adequate and comfortable for a family.’31 | T
Household furniture may be a simple assortment. Both
'chairs and zabuton (floor pillows) are used in Japanese -houses.
Paintings are found to be either Japanese or Western, or.both.
"We hear the music of Beethoven or some popu}ar Japanese
composer “of native music. The?e are Kabuki performances and

Western operas. Sermons on Christianity and Buddhism are '

'available to all. They eat Japanese, Chinese, and Western

301414,

31Ib:i.d'.
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food.: They reaq Japanese and Western books and Chinese
classics. They worship ancestors, but still have scientific
knowledge. They love the.arts but do not neglect their
indﬁstries.“3

The outcome of the Westernization ofiﬁéﬁan will not be
known‘for many years. It is too closg to us now to get a
true perspective of the sitﬁation. ". . . She must in the
iong fun.remain Asian. It is no more possible to make a

Japanese Western than it is to make a Westerner Japanese.”™

gzde Garis, op. cit., p. 158.

33Scott.‘ Oop. cit}. p. 162.

L



CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

This is an exploratory study in an attempt to collect
data from a review of literature, background questionnaires,
andlinterview schedules. The case method is used to describe
the background, attitudes and clothing consumption practices
of the participating éhinese and Japanese women students. In
this study the author will attempt to point out some social
and economic factors which affect the clothing consumption
practices of this small group of students.

For the purpose of limiting the.study,»the aufhor selected
all women students enrolled at Michigan State University during
the year of 1961 whose'homé country was either China or Japapf
Names and addresses of these students were secured from the
‘Fo;eign Students Office located in the Student Services
building on the campus of Michigan State University. Of the
possible fifteen enrolled Chinese and Japanese women, a total
 of eight were chosen; four Chinese and fouf Japanese partici-
pated. Elimination of seven students was due to many reasons.
felating to a lack of time and interest needed for taking pért

in the study. The names of the participants in the study have

been fabricated by the author.

‘The review of literature was m@de to determine general

|
21
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cultural pattergs and traditions affecting the sample. 1In
order to obtain social and economic background information,
a qﬁéstionnaire was formulated. To further collect data
rélitive to the objeétives of the study,. an interview schedule

was developed which incorporated some selected, depth interview .

techniques with probe questions.

Each student was either contacted in person or by tele-
phone tc obtain permission for the administration of the
questionnaire to be followed a few days later by a personal

interview. The questionnaire was introduced to, and collected

v

from each participant by the author. An appointment was then
made for a one to two hour interview with each student.

Because of the limited size of the available and partici- .

RN

pating sample, the data was treated as individual case . N

studies.’ An attempt is made to find some.social and economic~’

factors of the Eastern culture which affect these Oriental

women with some evaluation df the influence of Wbsterﬁ\dress

N~

on their clothing wardrobes and consumption. =

-

e~



CHAPTER I’V

DESCRIPTIVE CASES

Eight descriptive case studies have been included in this
chapter. -Of the four Chinese women, three are from the'ﬁbng
-kong area and one is from Nanking. Three of the Japanese
women are from the Tokyo area; one is from Nagoya. Seven
of these Oriental students are single énd between the ages
of fwenty-two and twenty-eight. One Chinese respondent is
mérried and‘fiftyffive years old; all these women are from
l,highly educated,” middle to upper class families.

The ‘author has fab:icatéd the names which appear in the
following cases in order that each pa;ticipant's true identity

- remains anonymous. ‘ ‘ .

23
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niss wong.‘.....................'..‘.'...0........’0..chinese‘

For the last three and a half years, Miss Wong has been
: |
invthe United States studying iﬁ the field of horticulture.

Approximately twenty-four years ago she was born in Nanking,
Before coming to -

a city on the central east coast of China.
the United States, Miss Wong earned a Bachelor of Science
degree from Taiwan Provincial Agric‘ultural College. In her
desire to better know and understand the way of living in a ,
-Westem society and continue her education in horticulture,

she left China for America. A Master of Science degree was

earned at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, where she

- studied for one and a half years. The pé‘st two years have ' ;

been spent in residence on the campus of Michigan State
!

University where Miss Wong has continued research in her field __

1

)\ . |
of Bf\:\ldy. Financial support for these past years in the United

States has come from a scholarship, assistantships, and part~= [
' / _“_: —

time work in a greenhouse. .
A former university professor, Miss Wong's father now ) |

works for ‘the governmept. Mr. Wong holds a Doct’or4of Philogophy

degree in Politic.;nl'Science. Her mother, also a former college |

professor, is credited with a Bachelor and Master of Science

Jegree in Human Phyaioiogy. At the present time, Mrs. Wong's

rareexr 3is in her home as a housewife. 1In,addition to the :
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above-mentioneé Wongs, there are three offsprings, one son,
‘tﬁenty-seven years.old, aﬁd two daughters, thirty and twenty
years old.

" Miss Wong described her family as ". . . not wealthy but
on a comfortable income." Their two-story brick home contains

R N e

six bedrooms, three baths, two ‘dining rooms, one kitchen, one N

living room, one study, and a full basement. The home is

strongly Western in influence.
Clothing

Although Miss Wong almost always wore mandarin dresses at
home in Nanking, she primarily wears Western clothing here in
the United States. In true Chinese fashion, Miss Wong wears

red clothing for the New Year's holiday, wedding parties and’ -

~
birthday parties. ‘In China she occasionaily wore Western

clothing for classes.but stated that this depends on the._'ar'ea'~

you live in. ". . . Warmer climates to.the south are more |

Western for comfort and variety."” Mr. Wong wears OrientaL 

'clothing for special events bqt. at othér times, is comp;etely

‘Western in dress. High heel shoes are the only signs of
Western influence to be seen in Mrs. Woﬁg'svcostume. For
. summer wear the women have the "chipow" which was described

as a loose and cool, long kimono garment.:

Mrs. Wong bought approximately eighty pexcent of her
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daughter's wardrobe at home; all items except dresses and
-somefimes. coats were;purchased in Fhe.ready-to-wear mérket.
Dresses, mainly the mandarin type, were handmade by a tailo#-
dressmaker. The bést selection of ready-to-wear in Nanking
was found in large department sfores. For the little shopping
- that Miss Wong did, her selections were often influenced by
friends in the dormitory, movies, and window displays.:she
commenteé on always having plenty of money and feeling
fortupate in never needing a budget; ". . . always had more
than enough in élothes._ Mother suggests wvariety in wardrobe.
. . . Also weht to private schools where clothing is needed."

'Although ahq-w;s introduced to Western clothing when qu;ﬁe
young, Miss Wong_has not accepted the wearing of hats; she
never wears one. When an occasion calls for a head covering,
she wears a scarf. Sweaters and sport clothes appeal to her f
bécause they are comfortable to wear. Sport clothes are worn 
in the privacy of her home -and for casualiactivities such'as_
badminton,- ping pong, énd hiking. "I am npt used to wearin§ “
pants (slacks and shorts) on the Qtreet.? Miss Wong revealed
that she feels uncdmfbrtAble wearing pants publicly because
of her background.

In relation to her background, Miss Wong said, "Friendship

with girls is important at home . . , not enough serious

thinking here . . . young people do not discuss intelligently . . .

Lo

A
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all they talk about are men, dating, and other_women o o o
they don't bother to consider others in expreséing feelings .
they don't worry about what others will feel as a result.of
sometimes honest, untﬁinking comments. "

fhere has been little ;lothing adjustment for Miss Wong
to make since her arrival in the United States. 1In ﬁochester,
New York, Albany, New York, and Boston, Massachusetts, she
has. shopped in department stores and purchased all kinds of
clothing items except dresses. She brought over thirty
dresses from home for her stay in the Uhited States; some
displeasure was noted when she spoke of the eight cockt;il
and four formal Qresses in her wardrobe. féome party clothes.
aren't useful . . . no time or place for party clothes here,

they are not a necessity in a student's way of life." - v



\
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Misﬂ Yi..................................o.......-.o..Chinese

Five years ago, Miss Yi left her home in Hong Kong fbr
study in the United States. At twenty years old, she entered
Bawlihg Green University, Bowling Green, Ohio, and stayed
until she earned her Bachelor of Séience degree in 1959. To.
pursue higher edycation in chemistry, Michigan State University

, !
was chosen for graduate work. All of Miss Yi's expenses in
this country have been financed by her parents.

Her father, Mr. Yi, educated at the University of Edinburg

in Great Britain, owns and manages a dairy farm business. Mrs..

Yi was graduated from St. Stephen's Girls College in Hong
Kong and has had a full-time job as wife and mother. Besides
Miss Yi,. there are four boys, ages twenty-eight, twenty-se(ren,

twenty, and si‘.xteen}. and three girls, twenty-four, twenty-two,

|

" . and twenty-one years old.

_The family lives, as many upper middle class Chinese do,

in a two-story stone house. Definitely Western in influence,

their nineteenth century, Georgian style home has a large porch

which overlooks a spacious yard and garden. In the main part
of the house there are five bedrooms, three baths, one living
room, one dining room, and two kitchens. Mrs. Yi supervises

the cook, a laundress, and a gardner who live in the servants'

quarters.

A
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Clothing

When Miss Yi left Hong Kong for the United States, she
traveled by boat because she was allowed to carry an unlimited
amount of luggage. Although the mandarin dress was worn daily
‘at home, Miss Yi wears only Western clothing here. She has
one hundred mandarin dresses stored in the dormitory that.afe

i
not worn because, she related, "I feel too obvious and
conspicuous in them." Her Western wardrobe at home was
limited to sport clothes like blouses and slacks which were
worn for occasional weekends for picnics or for boating. 1In
Hong Kong départment stores Miss Yi and her mother shopped
for underclothes, coats, and jackets; blouses, skirts, - and
dresses were made by a tailor-dressmaker. "Mother does'almdst

all of the shopping. She shops often on Saturdays. I do not -

shop often.” Material is selected from a fabric store and

~
~.
~

taken to a dressmaker because a mandarin dress is not a ready-

~ -

made item. "The mandarin dress is tightﬂénd w;th a higﬂ\¥f“
collar . . . not really comfortable to be in." Wool was

- chosen for winter dresses, cotton and linen for suimer ones,
and pure silks and brocades for all good dresses. The dress
is ready in a day and a half and the charge is $3.00 which
ig‘afwayé a cash payment. Hong Kong, Q"Bfitish colony,

imports ". . . good materials from Europe that are not as
! 4

/o~
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expensive as in the United States.” Mr. Yi and his four sons

t

own and wear Western clothes while Mrs. Yi and her daughters
wear Chinese clothing except for caéual wear when thef selectl
" the Wegtern-style garments. "From birth, all yéung girls'
wear Weétern‘clothes. At sixteen of seventeen there is a

chanée to the mandarin dress due tofits symbol of the status
of womanhood."

- Miss Yi arrived here with an extensive wardrobe. Her
mother is unaware of the fact that the one hundred winter and
suﬁmef mandarin dresses are not being worn. Therefore, Miss |
Yi is'wearing a limited amount of her wardrobe and purchasing
as little as possible in the United States to avoid quesﬁions
coming from home. Although her preference is to remain in the
‘United States because there are more conveniences for living
(hotﬂwater, central heating, and ease in traveling were given

1

k'as examples), she Qill return to Hong Kong in another year.-.
- The little shopping that has been done has.been in large\\
department stores in Toledo and Cleveland, 'Ohio, Chicaéo;
Iliinois, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Miglei's purchases have
‘included ;;é coat, seven pairs of low-heel shoes, one pair of"
snow boots, and one handbag. All purchases have been paid -

with cash. From shopping trips Miss. Yi has observed and

commented that, ". . . American clothes are more fashionable.

Western clothes at home are not cut and styled as well as

American clothes."”
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Miss Lew..ooo‘ooc-oooooo-oooo.o‘o.o-o-,.ooo-oo.o'onooo-o...chinese

Hong K<:;ng, ‘a British colony in China, is the home of twenty-
three year 0ld Miss Lew, making her a British subject by birth.
The Lew family consists of Miss Lew's father, stepmother, fwo
brothers, fortyeone years old and ten years old, and two
sisters, thirty—fwo years old and twenty-four years old.

A retired general of the Chinese army, Mr.. Lew now manages
his animal. and fruit farm. Prior to his career .in the army
he attended a milit;ary training school in Japan.w The second
Mrs. Lew graduated from nursing school following high school
and, presently, is a primary school teacher. '

Four months ago Miss Lew arrived in thé United States for
study fqllowing the completion of work at Povi Girls' Middle

School in China and National Taiwan University in Formosa

where\ihe received a Bachelor of Science degree. Her major

?rofessc}or at the university, a Ph.D. graduate in Horticulture

rom Michigan State University, encouraged her to do graduate .
- |

rork here. AMiss Lew, a major in horticulture, .also received |

encpuragement to-come to the Un:i.te;il States from her family;

er two sisters and older brother live here and had not seen

er in five years. Mr. Lew agreed to totally finance his

aughter's graduate work.

The American way of 1:iving is not difficult for_ her to

~.

N .

T~

1

~—
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accept. "I've always lived in dormitories . . . high school, -
t

college, and now . . . life is pretty much the same.” There

were some comments on differences. "I now must eat with

silverware . . . can't use chopsticks. I like the friendliness
of saying 'hi' to people you recognize, not needing to know

them. At home, you never speak unless you know the person

and are able to call him by name."”
In-Hong Kong, the middle class Lew family lives in a two-

story, stone house that is Western in its influence. For the

family' there are three bedrooms, two baths, one dining room,

one sitting room, .one kitchen, and one storage room; one

'other room is for the household servant.

. /

Clothing

Miss Lew is not familiar with her sisters' wardrobes now
~J\ : ot

AN

that\‘\they are in America, but when the girls were at home,

BN

they wore Chinese mandarin dresses 'Ialong with their stepmother.

\

As children, all ,thé girls wore Western-fstyl,e’clothing:
children only wear Chinese clothes at New Year's. Except fér
a special event like a dinner party or church social, Miss
Lew wears Western clothes. Her brothers are completely
Western in dress while her father wears Western clothes in
public and the long, Chinese men's gown at home.

As previously mentioned, Miss Lew has been in the United

Ay
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States only four:\r mbnths. She has not shopped lnor made Aany
clothing purchases since her arrival. All her clothing,
definitely Western-style, was purchased in either Hong Kong
or Taipei, Formosa. Most of her garments were ready-to-wear
purchases from department stores and specialty shops; some
dresses, coats, and jackets have been made by a tailor-dressmaker.
Miss Lew sews a little and occasionally has constructed a skirt
or dress. for herself.

Baptist church meetings, plays, and concerts hold special
interest in Miss Lew's life. ' Her other home activities include
swimming, movies, picnics, and gardening. Outside of wearing
a bathing suit or slacks for aétivities. he\r life requires
nainly casual clothes. 1In her observation of American clothes
18 compaz"ed to Hong Kong clothing she. commented that. she was

10t awiré of any difference in winter clothing, sports clothes,

r underwear. Some difference was noted in the greater acceptance

f low-cut dresses by the American public. Miss Lew feels that

his indicates that ". . . women are too free."

Window displays and merchandise in[the stores greatly
nfluence Miss Lew's clothing selections since she buys heavily
1 thie ready-to-wear market. Her friends exert some influence
,» selection; her family has no influence. Miss Lew plans her

othing purchases one month in advance. She decides on the

ount she wants to spend and does not exceed it; she never

t

-

o g o o
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purchases beyond the cash she has on hand. In preparation for
her visit to the United States, Miss Lew, who enjoys shopping,
purchased sweaters, dresses, shoes, and a winter coat. She
_,is quite satisfied with her present wardrobe. Miss Lew feeis
that she hés sufficient number and variety of garments and

~ that she, presently, has no need for any more.
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Mrs. Q‘ang...o..'.......’......‘....0...................chinesé

Fifty-five years ago, Mrs. Chang was born in Hm-pei, ’ \
a city in Central China, and is a citizen of Nationalist China. |
When she is"in China she claims the city of Shgngahi as her
home. Mrs. Chang has spent twenty years out of her lifetime
'in the United Statés. ‘These years have accumulated from
various trips here. Mr. Chang, her husband, is a Chinese
government official in the field of tfa,n‘king and trayels much
of the time. The iast visit here was made in 1948; since then, ;
4the entire family has lived here. The Chang's are p;oud of |
their family, three sons, thirty-four, thirty', and eighteen
ye"ars old and one .pair of thirty-two year 6ld twin daughters.

Mrs. Chang's father, also a government official, was a /
college graduate. Her husband did undergraduate work at the

~

University of Missouri and received a Bachelor of Journalism | oo}

v :
Scie;'\degree. Mr. Chang then went to Harvard University,,Bostgn, e
Massachusetts, and completed work for iu'.'s Master of Arts | .
legree and Doctorate of Philosophy (1926). 'In 1921, ﬁrs.
‘hang was granted a Hsin-Hwa scholarsh:i:p for women and began
er work at Colorado College. The following year she attended
chool at Rad‘cliffe College, Cambridge, Massachusetts, and

ontinued there for a Bachelor of Arts degree and Master of

cts degree. The Hsin-Hwa scholarship totally financed her study-

Al

e
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in the United States. At home she was a school teacher as
well as a housewife. Concerning her attendance at Michigan
State University, Mrs. Chang stated that,éhe énjoys\going to
. school. "At home, I'm too old to go to pchéol:'people would

laugh at me. This is the place to learn . . . very wonderful , . .

I can gain knowledge." .

In China the Chang's are a part of the upper middle class
vwith ", ; . comparatively,Acomfortable circumstances."”

Since the children have married or gone away to work or study,
the‘éhahgs have not owned a house. When they aren't.traveling,
they live with one of their three mafried offsprings. One |
'thing disliked by Mrs. Chang is that Ame:icéns lack much
‘respect for their elders. ". . . Not too much respect is given
to elders but I do enjoy the freedom the older people have

if they can afford to live alone. Society doesn't obstruct
yOulin any way. You have an individual responsibility here:"\ /

.o :
your strength lies in this. America is.a country for the young,

| China for the aged." . //,-' <
Clothing -

"I came here when I was young and am used to all Western

i

fashions and manners. I still wear my native clothes and am

not affected by any particular inflﬁence.”

It was not until 1921 when Mrs. Chang came-to the United
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States to study that shg was introduced to ﬁestern clothing.
She commented that she was permitted to wear her Chinese clothes -
a£ Radcliffe College but, due to a school rule, was compelled
to wear é hat; she has not wofp one‘sihce then. Whether in
China or in tﬁe United States, Mrs. éhang always wegrs'a
bﬁandarin dress; cotton and synthetic ones during the summer,
woolen dresses topped by a fur or heavy coat during the winter;
and for formal wear, silk mandarin dresses. For weddings and
_.New Year's her ensemble always consists of a bright red,
embroidered mandarin dress with a matching jacket. Her
present wardrobe mainly ‘contains mandarin dresses with special
slips whicﬂ were ordered from a dressmaker in Hong Kong. The |
Western part of her wardrobe includes purchases made in | |
departmgnt stores from Washington, D. C., $ilv¢r Sprihgs, .
&§r¥land, and New York City. Her fur coat, cardigan sweatéra.
s;:;?' bermuda shorts, and handbags are Western in style. <

. * .
She has no true budget for clothing purchases but always has

~
\

an idea of what amount she wants to. spend fpr:a‘particular =
'gafment.‘ "Ig‘depends a lot on the circumstances . .\. always
Stéy within my means."

Mrs.JChang expressed a great liking for American clothipg
because pf'ﬁhe variéty and the color. "The Chinese dress
doesn'ﬁ change. Whether you're fat, slim, short.'or tall, you

all wear the same style dress. ‘The style ‘is not always flattering.
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‘Although I always wear Chinese clothing, my daughters wear

~ only Western unless they are going to a Chinese party. My

husband and sons always wear Western dress. If I were a
young girl again I woulé wear Western clotht;.s'. When you're
young it's easy to adapt without really thinking. Your
standard of living is high and you have more convenience in
dress and livin§ 8o, it wouldn't be too difficult to’ take

to."
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Miss Yamado...........0............0........0.0...‘0'0.Japanese

In 1933, Miss Yamado was born in Iéhikawa, Japan. This
small city, population 11,000, is just across the river from’
Tokyo. Following the completion of junior and senior high
school, Miss Yamado attended and was graduated from Kyoripsu
College for Women in Tokyo. Kyoripsu is a home economics
college. Before coming to the United States, she w?s earning

$1,000.00 per year as an Aqsistant Home Management Specialist

in the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, a deﬁartment under

the Federal Government.

ﬁiss Yamado was graduated from a general Home Economics
program before her job in the‘Minisfry. Since this position
has possibilities for advancement and Japanese colleges do
not offer a major in Home-Management} Miss Yamado's director

AN

. Mr', Yamado, a retired owner of a pharmacy company,

received a Bachelor of Science degree in Pharmacy from the-

Tokyoyakusen College in Tokyo. Miss Yamado's only brother,

' thirty years old, refused to take over the family business and,

presently, is a research pharmacist. Until recently, Mrs.
Yamado, a housewife and high school graduate, had taught the
Japanese tea ceremony'to daughters of friends and neighbors.

- The upper middle class}Yamado»family resides in a single-

story. pure Japanese style, wooden home. K This house has three

in\gge-ninistry encouraged her to study in the United States.
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bedrooms, one bath, one dining room, one living room, one
guest room, and one kitchen. The family maid lives in the

house and has her own bedroom; she does the laundry, cleaning,

and assists in cooking.

Clothing

Since her birth, Miss Yamado has been wearing Western-
style clothing daily. She wears a kimono only for pgrticular
_occasions. One instance was wearing a kimono when ill because
it is convenient to put on and take off if you are in and out
of bed all the time. During the summef evenings, she often .
wears the yukata. Mrs. Yamado usually wears a kimono but
sometimes, during the summer, will wear ﬁestern clothes. Miss
Yamado's thirty-two year old sister wears all Western clothes;
on some special days, a kimono. The men in the family wear |
ng;grn clothes except in the evenings at home. The yukata
ig thgir summe:.évening wear; the tanzen, a kind of quilted
nightgown-robe, is winter evening wear.

: At*home-Miss Yamado is strongly ihfluenced by her sister
in the selection .of clothing. Her éister works in the garment
industry in Tokyo and is able to héve much surplus material
at no .cost. This surplus material is used to}construct
garments for Miss Yamado because her $1,000.00 yearly income

does not allow for a liberal clothing wardrobe. At the same
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tine, she stated that a clothing budget was only planned when

a kimono or overcoat needed to be purchased. Other influences

on her wardrobe selection are window displays, the girls

M

working in her office. and fashion shows and exhibitions by

the Department of Agriculture.

In the few months that Miss Yamado has been in the United
States, she has shopped in Detroit, Ann Arbor, and Lansing,

Michigan. Her purchases have included pajamas, flat heel

shoes, snow boots, an umbrella and raincoat. She saw no

difference between American clothing and Oriental Western

clothes except for color. ". . . Color is different . . .

brilliant colors here . . . at home, colors are softer.

Japanese use very little pﬁre, bright <.:olor."k
She is not using her entire wardrobe here, ". . . only
because there is so little time for caring for them. At
home‘n\‘the inaid does the laund‘ry."l Because she haé to walk
8o thuc}: on campus, Miss Yamado is wearing all of her full

skirts and rarely using her sheath skirts. At home, she

stated, "I wear mostly sheath skirts but they are uncomfortable

for all the walking I must do here. I miss using the subways

and buses at home; transportation is very good there."

~

-
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Miss Nori.....‘.‘.. .......O.........0.0......0....00.Japanese

Miss Nori, fondly called "Tammi, " has lived in the city
of Nagoya in Japan for twenty-one out of her twenty-three

years. During World War II she and her family spent two'years

living in a rural community.

Dr. Nori, Tammi's father, is a practicing physician in.
Nagoya who:received his education in medical science in Japan.
An accomplished career-girl and university graduate in Japan,
Mrs. Nori holds a government position as a State Senator and.
" Court Judge. She is also responsible for rearing eight

children--threée sons, twenty-six, seventeen, and thirteen
years old and five daughters, thirty-one, twenty-nine, twenty-
seven, twenty-three, and twenty years old. As a court judge
Mrs. Nori,speéializes in divorce cases. Because divorce is
‘un;ccgptable by the major portion of Japanese population, a

number' of divorced women have been brought to the Nori house-~

"hold to work as servants until they éan find a place in s'ociety.

!
! ! o

Tolerance and understanding are important and necessary virtues

in Tammi's home. g
Considering the salaries of both parents the family income,

in-Américan money, is approximately $10,000.00. The sum of.

money earned and the occupation of the,parents‘placea the Nori

family in the upper class. Their home is a large, two-story

1
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house, completely Western in outside appearance, but a mixture
of Eastlané West on the inside. The crushed-stone face of

the home looks onto a busy, Nagoya street. 4All of the six
downstairs rooms and four upstairs rooms are Japanese all-
purpose rooms except for a kitchen and one Western—style
living room furnished with tables and chairs to form a lounge
area for guests. There are three additional rooms with bath-
room facilities, one with a large tub, one next door with a
gink area, and one with a toilet.  The house is staffed with
two maids; two nurses,'and one errand boy.

Tammi does not particularly miss sitting on zabutons (floof
cushions) or sleeping on a bed roll but she does miss bathing
in a big, deep bathtub filled with hot, scented water. The
water in a Japanese.bath nears the boiling point in temperature.

\‘ Afte} six years of a public primary school, three years in
' jdﬁfbr high and three years in high school, Tammi attended the _
Pr;fe;tural Women's College for four years and received ,a
.B.A.-degree. - Over a period of eighteen years she also took
course work in a Jgpanese music school.

While in'ébllege Tammi met an American professor who had
come to Japan to study the history of Asia. She was‘qui£e
iﬁbressed with this man who started her thinking about coming

to the United States to study and then encouraged her to apply

to Michigan State University. Since her arrival nine months
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ago, Tammi has received tuition scholarships;from.Michigan
State University and room, hoard, books, andAclothing‘support
from a privaté sponsor. She is presently doing graduate work
here in Education with a minor in Child Development. Tammi
is a little different from most of her girl friends at home.
She commented that upper class Japanese girls usually go, not
fo college, but, to a private school to learn the tea cereﬁony.
flower arranging, cooking, and home manégement. This, and |
attendance in dressmaking school to learn tofmake simple
.clothing items, are part of the training for marriage;

. Although Tammi's parents are quite liberal, she feels
that freedom at home is restricted. "I would like to have
"this much freedom at home, to come and go as I please, to be
sociable and take‘opportunities to learn from one another.
Pe§ple don&f waste time'here; they use time more efficiently

o .

beahﬁge of the informality of people's felations.'

o
Clothing -

"I have been in Western clothes since I was both: My .

mother is quite Western in dress, shoes, hats, and short
hair cut . . . from 1920 on."
_‘Ail Nori family members wear complete wardrobes of Western-

.style clothing except for one item. “We usually wear a kimono-

type garment for sleeping . . . no buttons, only a tie . . .
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it is reatficting. I have bought pajamas here and like them.
They are comfortable; I can really move in them."

With a cigarette in hand and wearing a pair of bermuda
shorts with an overblouse, Tammi commented that no women smoke
in Japan unless they are in undesirable occupations, women
are not supposed to be very active, and they are not supposed
| to wear shorts and slacks. Due to the latter statement, the
selection of sportswear is better in the United States than
in Japan. She likes the comfortable quality of shorts and
enjoys wearing them for lounging in her room. At home she
wears shorts for tennis, slacks for horseback riding, and the
kimono in a variety of colors, but always the same style, for
dancing. Tammi is an expert in the "Noh" dance which is a
classical, heavy, drama-type dancing requiring a full, ;

'kimpno costume. At home, through the music school and a

[
!
J
~.

private source, she participated in her main hobby by taking

\
~
N

three lessons each week in Easternfand Western dancing.
Before coming to the United States Tammi wore very 1ittiéj;;>

ready-to~wear clothing. She usually bought fabric gnd had a

dressmaker make up a garment styled from a magazine picguie

or a personal design. The most often used magazines were

Seventeen, Voque, and Glamour. "I wasn't fashion conscious

at home. I didn't like to spend much money on clothes but

my mother wanted me to have more wardrobe.” Her mother and
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some girl friends used to help with stylé selection; they
dﬁmped in large department stores and specialty shops.

In preparation for her visit Tammi purchasedueiéht sweaters
and a winter coat. She feels that the sweaters were a poor
choice because wearing them in heated classrooms and houses
makes her too warm. She is still wearing most of the clothing

she brought from home. . Hexr main reason for not using all of

her wardrobe is that she likes American food so much that
she has added poundage to her small frame. There has been
little, if‘anyp difficulty in changing food patterns. She
does miss two favorite dishes though; eating fresh, uncooked
fish and live shrimp.

Other comments on dissatisfaction reléted to the color and

style of clothing. The Oriental version of Western clothes

generally has sleeves, too wide and colors too drab. Tammi

\fethEhat her wardrobe lacked color except for her socks

which were too colorful, ". . . here, anklets worn are'mostly\\

Since her arrival in the United States she has purchased

ikﬁee socké and -leotards, which she has become quite fond of

wearing. :"Atvhome. only children wear them.” Also, two pairs

of shoes have been purchased ". . . to fit with the color of

clothes."”

After living in an American dormitory for a few months
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Tammi still cannot accept the fact that so many girls
walk around in their underwear. "At home, even with the,

family, we never do this. We dress immeéiately at home."”
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Miss Tanaka....l......................'.OOOOOOOOOOOQIJapanese

Twenty-five years ago, Miss Tanaka was born in Tokyo,
Japan. Her father, a graduate of Tokyo Agricultural University,
ﬂk University of California, and a former governﬁent of ficial
nxagricultufe, died when she was nine years old and her
brothervwas sixteen. Althoﬁgh Mrs. Tanaka graduated from
Japan's Women's University in Tokyo, majoring in Home Economics
Eduqation; her occupation is that of an accountant.

For the past three years Miss Tanaka and her mother have
lived together in a small, mainly Western-style, wooden-hbuse
in the city of Tokyo. The five rooms in the house consist of
two bedrooms, a living room, dining room, and a kitchen. Miss
Tanaka's bedroom is partly a study. Mrs. Tanaka's room is
not a bedroom by Western interpretation; it is one of the
Jaﬁangse all-purpose rooms that may be any room by day and a

) ,
sleégiqg room in the evening. There are no servants needed
"in this small, middle class home. : | B

By August of 1961, Miss Tanaka expects tosearn'a Master
.of Arts degreé from Michigan State University after her two
yeafs"study in the communication field. Before coming to
the United States almost twoxyeara ago, Miss Tanaka completed

8ix years in senior high, and four years at Tokyo University

where she earned her Bachelor of Arts degree. 'Following the

~
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completion of her college work she acceptéd a position as a
.producer-'director-and radio reporter 'in the center of the
city of Tokyo. In American money her yearly salax:y for this
job was $900.00. |
When the offer of a scholarship covering both tuition and
maintenance‘wavs made to Miss Tanaka.for the 'school year of

1959-1960, she left her job to continue study in the

Communication Arts. Because this past year was not covered

| ,‘by a scholarship, she has financed. herself by working at the. ,
Michigaﬁ State University af'adio station. In speaking of our
educational system she has found the friendly attitudes and
close relationships between students aqd teachers particularly

enjoyable. "At home, professors are more dignified and aloof.

And, smaller classes are good; we often have 200 to ﬁ/300" students /

o\

per class at home.”

\ Clothing : A

1
.

For a going-away gift, Miss Tanaka's s;is}:er’-in-law
preﬁented her with a silk kimono. This garment is the only
one of Oriental flavor in her wardrobe l;aer.e} or at l';ome. Miss
Tanaka did not express happiness over this expensive gift. -She -
said she does not like wearing a kimono, never would have |
purchased it for herself, and wishes the money had been used

to. buy other clothing items. All other clothes in her:
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wardrobe are Western in style; most of them were made by a

tailor-dressmaker in Tokyo. Ready-to-wear underclothes were

purchased at home in a specialty shop. Mrs. Tanaka often

sends new clothing to her daughter to help lessen the expenses

of living in the United States. The few purchases that Miss

Tanaka has made in a small department store in Lansing,

Michigan, have included one pair of bermuda shorts, two pairs'

of shoes, leotards and snow boots. Other needed items were

ordered from Japan. Mr. and Mrs. Tanaka were here in the’

United States early in their marriage and were Westernized

Miss Tanaka and her brother have been wearing
o

at that time.
Western-style clothing since they were born.

"Clothing purchases are planned six months to one year

in advance now that I am working and paying for my own clothes." /

\

Although her mother gives advice on the selection of expensive

ite;r{s such as suits and dresses, Miss Tanaka is influenced |

. by the Sunday Mainichi (weekly fashion section of the newspaper),

"window displays, and the needs of her job. For example, ~ -

1

pocke'ts in her working clothes are used to hold pencils and
paper necessary for binterviewing people.

In preparation for her visit to the United States, Miss
Tanaka spent an estimated total of $100.00 for the following

items}' one dressmaker suit, two pairs of paja.mag,' two slips,

three blouses, and two skirts.
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Tdkyb has a warmer climate than the Lanéing,area; this
compelled Miss Tanaka to order warm, head sca}ves from home to
wear with hef Japanese-made winter coat and Amerj.can-made
snow boots. Although she finds a colder cliﬁate ﬂere and
desires to wear slacks to class during the winter, the
temperature of American public buildings and homes with central
heating is higher than those in Japan.

Duriﬁg the interview, Miss Tanaka said her social and
cultural'activities here did not differ much from those at
home. She enjofs attending foreign films, picnics, lectures,
and plays, and participating in ice skating, boating, and
photography excursions. For a quiet hobby she collects
stamps. All of these activities require only regular clothing:
Miss Tanaka has no religious preference and, therefore, does
not attend church (she comes from a Buddhist family). 'When
an ‘occasion calls for a rather dressy garment, a suit is worn;
for‘ca;ualhwear. blouses and_skirts are worn. Western-style <\

dresses have been completely omitted from her vardrobe. ' x

N
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.Miss Inouye..'....'..'...'.I...'.....................JaPanese

‘Miss Inouye was born in Otaru, Hokkaido, Japan,  twenty-two
years ago. Otaru is a northern industrial ci;y located on
Hb#kaido, a large island of Japan. By air éravel Otaru is
approximately 600 miles from Tokyo. ‘At the present time Miss
'Inouye;s family is iiving in Tokyo where her father, a dentist,
maintains his practice; he holds a D.D.S. degree from Tokyo
Medical and Dental University. Mrs. Inouye studied Art and
French at a junior college in Japan but has not had a career
outside of. being a housewife and mother to their three children, a
. twenty-six year old son, Miss Inoﬁye, and a seventeen year old
daughter.

In Japan the Inouye family is considered to have upper
. class status. They own a home, a two-story stone house; \
dé:?gned with Western as well as Japanese influence. A huge
l;ving room is furnished in Japanese modern with a carpeted ~ !
. floorxr, living room set, piano, desk} fireplace, and pidture‘
window while the other rooms have tatami floofing but contain
the same inflgence in furnishings. - Nine rooms make up the
‘home; the maid has one of these rooms for her own and is
treated like a member of the family.

Since August of 1958, Miss Inouye has been in the United

States studying at the College of Wooster in Wooster, Ohio,
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.Cohmmia University in New York, and Michigan State University.
At home she attended elementary school, Toyo Eiwa Senior High
and Toyo Eiwa Junior College. Miss Inouye has had a desire ; R h
to study in a foreign country since she was a child when her |
family was iﬁvolved in diplomatic work. She chose to study in
%he‘United States because her aunt, now wo?king with UNICEF,

is a graduate of Teachers' College, Columbia.University and .1
was pleased with her educational visit here. Miss Inouye

receives some scholarship aid, money from her parents, and

‘having been influenced by the independence of American women,

has a job so that she does not have to receiye complete support

from her parents. Miss Inouye states her feeling in her own

words: . "I know what freedom really means . . . freedom must

be with responsibility. Going to school here and getting to

know all beoples has been good. I'm less prejudiced now;

. ~\ )

I used to refuse to know Chinese, Koreans, and Formosans. I . _ |

know now what is right for men and women through democracy.” ™ —

~ .
1

Clothing -

\

.At home Miss Inouye and her family wear Western clothing
all the time. Wool, cotton, and synthetic fabrics are most ¢

common for daily use while silk is reserved for dress or formal i

occasions.

The national costume of Japan, the kimono, is not required
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dress for any national holiday although many wear this traditional
garb for New Year's day, .wedding parties, school graduations,
and international receptions. Usually, girls do not wear a
kimono until graduation from high scﬁool because they are
2xpensive and ﬁot worn often enough for a growing girl to own
me. In additibn, young people are not fond of wearing the | , 3
:imono becaﬁse the body is swathed in clothing that restricts
ctivity. Japanese dancing, not social dancing’'but an exprés-
ive, dramatic dance; calls for the kimono costume. Miss 1
nouye has one of these tr:aditional kimonos here that she B
:ars with a pre-tied obi because few people in the United ) :
:ates are able to correctly tie the obi and it is impossible i
' tie your own. At the time of her j.nterv:i.ew Misshi‘[n.o'u'ye
8 wearing a lovely, purple and pink floral prin.ted,. kimono-

vled lounging robe (yukata) in silk. |

L All ;:E tl‘te Inouye family clothing purchases are made in h
Yo. ‘in a large depdto (department stqre) or at tailor- ‘

ssmakexr shops. Since littie good, ready-to-weaf clothing , {
available when Miss Inouye was home in 1958, most of her

ching was either made by herself or by a dressmaker. She ' !

i ds much time in planning so that she can buy economically

‘e she 1is beginning to pay for her own clothing. Her

erence is for practical, functional clothing that is

le in style and can be worn for a long time. "My mother







55
often helped me in the selection of my clothing. She's older,
#nmvwhat I wanted, and had very good ideas." Other ideas
for clothing purchases at home came from Ame;icén magazines
such as Voque, Seventeen, Madmoiselle, and some French magazines.
In America Miss Inouye has found much pleasure and
satisfaction in looking through pattern books, buying paﬁtérns
and cotton material, and making some of her garments. ";n
Japan we‘don't have patterns and I like them bery much."
Missxlnouye is an active meﬁber of a Protestant Church
and enjoys pa:ticipating in church work. Her hobbies are
creative but quiet, such as flower arranging, oil painting,
gardening, and doll-making. None of these require specialized
clothing. For swimming she wears a bathihg suit; ". . . but,
we do not sunbathe. We don't want'to be any darker so we use
parasols -during the summer." She finds little time for sports

X hergjbut wears bermudas and slacks around the dormitory, not

N
.
~.

to school. Activities this past year at Michigan State have

"included céncerts, travglogs, and the campus United Nations.
Miss Ino;ye‘commented tkat she did not like soéial dancing
and further remarked that formals and evening bags were
unhecessaryﬂitems in her wardrobe. Although winters are
colder in the United States than in Tokyo, Miss iﬁdﬁYe dislikes

heavy coats and has selected light, warm coats, leotard tights,

wool skirts, sweaters, énd much-enjoyed snow boots. Because

e
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r mother wanted her to' spend little time a‘way from her
udies doing laundry, all of her lingerie and sleepwear are
e easy-to=care-for variety in nylon. Long pajémas are
rn during the winter and shpri:. sleeveless ones worn when the
Im weather is at hand.

Most of Miss Inouye's original wardrobe was purchased in
pan before cbming to tﬁe United States. She did not want !
seem strange among other young people here so she purchased
few popular styles of clothing after her ;rrival, four dresses
d four suits.' Three of the suits were heavyweight aﬂd three
the dresses were lightweight. Now, all of her clothing,
cept for blouses, has been purchased in tlhae‘ United States;
e orders her blouses from Japan because, she related, they.
e of good fabric, style, workmanship, and about one-third

expensive as American garments. Miss Inouyé's present

rdrobe"is fairly new because, since leaving home, she has
'

.

'mgd weight and has changed her taste in color and style. ™~

is change of taste for clothing she attributes to the influence g

= —

the art courses in which she has her major. She frowns upon
xt skj.rts; she feels they are unbecoming. Miss Inouye
ilikes the bleaching of hair and extreme use of make-up
ich makes ". . .. girls look not like students but cheap,

*k-street girls."”
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CHAPTER V
ANALYSIS OF DATA
Questionnaire

From the questionnaire, it was discovered that four months
was the least amount of time any of the participants in this
study had been in the United States; an accumulation of twenty
years from several visits here was noted as the greatest length
of time. All ;f these women have come from urban families.

In each of seven cases, the father of the family holds a
minimum of a Bachelor's degree: in one case, the father is a
graduate of a military school. Six mothers hold college
degrees and two are high school graduates.

., The question, "Check the-category most appropriate in .
describing the total income of your parents as closely as

i

\possible in American money," proved to be a poor one. SeVep

A

students had no idea of the amount of their family income;

~ -

\‘one student who gave an estimate felt the need to qualify;her

statement by saying that money at home was worth six.times
more than here in the United States.

At home, all the women have shopped primarily in larée
department stores in large cities. In reference to Table I
(page 58) it was found that underclothing, sleepwear, and outer-

clothing (coats and jackets) have most often been purchased .

RS Saadd



in the ready-to-wear market.

rade by dressmakers; very little interest was shown in home .

58

The national costumes are hand-

sewing.
fable I. Group Responses of Eight Respondents Concerning
Clothing Practices at Home .
Made by Made at Made at'
Buy ready- tailor or | home by home by
made dressmaker | yourself | another
nderclothes -7 1 1. 1
leepwear 7 3
louses 4 3 2
kirts 2 4 3
resses 1 6 1 2
Jats 6 5 3
ickets 7 3 ' 1
imono , 4 | M 1
indarin Dréss —_— 4 _ —_ —
TOTALS 34 30 4 - 13

\

"Weather conditions" and

' moderately influenced the entire sample in their clothing

"money available" either greatly

rchases since coming to the United States (see Table II;

ge 59) . Over half showed a moderate influence from

othing that others have; only one was influenqed from clothing

rn by classmates to class.

1
t




\\\and has not purchased any clothing slnce her arrival. f

\
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Table II. Factors Influencing Clothing Purchases of Seven¥*
Respondents since Their Arrival in the United

States
Factors Influencing :
.Purchases . Extent of Influence o
Greatly Moderately Slightly Never

New fashions, styles 4 2. 1
_Money available | 2 5
Marital status 2 4 1
Religion ’ 1
Weather conditions 2 5 '
Dates, social activities 3 3
Sports, hobbies 3 .3
Clothes that others have 4
Clothes worn by others

to class 1 6

/
TOTALS 4 28 15 16

*One student has been in the United States only four months

~

;

The following statements result from an analysis of‘Eable IIX,

~. -
Q

‘page 61: - ST

l. The main influence in seven wardrobes is Western.

2. Great interest is evidenced in the use of clothing

.separates, such as jackets, suits, blouses, skirts, and sweaters.

3. Twice as many short sleeve blouses as long sleeve blouses

were counted.
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4. Of the skirts, the heavy weight sheath and light
weight full skirt are the mosf popular:
5. Seven respondents an slaéké: five have more than
one pair.
6. Six women have bermuda shorts in their wardrobes.
7. Nylons are worn by seven respondents; anklets by
only five. |
8. Seven of the women own at least three pairs of
flat heel shoes. |
9. Seven respondents have snow boots; all have been
purchased since the women arrived in the United States.
10. All the Japanese own atAleast one hat; no'éhinese
woman has a hat. | !
11. Each of the students has a minimum of four
scarves. |
‘gQ\ 12. All the w#men own handbags, mainly the clutch type.
. 13. Three Chinese girls have a miniﬁum of twen?y \\»'

Iy

_mandarin dresses. o .

14. The four Japanese women own at least one kimono.

f—
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Table III. Itemized Wardrobe Giving Total Number As Reported
by Questionnaire from Each of Eight Oriental Women

Cases

Wardrobe Items No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. Group
i* 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

-

Coats
Fur 1 1
.. Fur-like ‘
(synthetic) o ‘
Long-heavy weight "1 4 3 1 1 3 2 15 -
light weight 2 1 1 3 7
Short-heavy weight 1 3 1 2 1 8.
light weight 2 1 3
Rain 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8
Separate Jackets 1 2 6 16 2 4 1 32
Suits . 3 7 2 4 5 9 30
Dresses ,
Formals 4 ‘ 1 1 6
Cocktail 8 8
Casual ‘10 3 ) 6 8 2 29°
Dressy 10 3 2 4 4 23 /
Blouses \
~ Casual-long sleeves 6 5 6 6 2 3 3 31
~ short sleeves 10 10 5 24 6 6 7 68
\ Dressy-long sleeves ' 1 2 1 -4
short sleeves 5. 3 2\\ 10
Sweaters b
“, Cardigan 8 20 7 6 7 10 5 7 . 70
Pull-over () 5 5 3 14 2 3 38
Skirts
.~ Sheath~heavy weight 5 4 5 15 4 4 37 -
light weight 5 3 3 4 2 : 4 21
Full <heavy weight 4 2 5 2 4 2 19
- light weight 5 7 5 5 3 4 5 34
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Table III. Continued
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Cases
Wardrobe Itesm No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. Group
1l 2 3 4 "5 6 7 8 Total
Sportswear
Slacks 2 2 3 1 2 3 1l 14
Pedal pushers
Toreadors 1l 1l
Bermuda shorts 1 1l 4 1 1l 2 10
Jamaica shorts 2 2
Short shorts 1 1
Culottes
Ski - pants
jacket ~
Bathing suit 1 1l 1l 1 4
Hosiery | |
Nylons 1l 6 7 2 6 7 4 33
Anklets 6 6 6 10 4 32
Knee socks 2 3 2 1l 8
Leotards 6 1l 3 10
Shoes
Flats 4 7 3 6 1l 5 3 3 32
Heels 5 3 4 4 2 3 5 26
Sneakers 1 ‘ 1
\ Boots 1l 1 1l 1l 1 2 3 10
Head Covering
‘ Hats 3 5 1 - 6 \15
Scarves 10 10 4 6 5 13- 4 11 63
‘Handbags o ) .
Clutch 6 1 2 1l S 4 2 2 23
overarm or
shoulder 1 1 4 5 1 3 15
Evening 4 1 1 1 4 11 .
.Mandarin Dress 20 100 45 167
-  Kimono 8 6 1 3 18
Obi 3 1 1 3 8
Tabi 5 1 6
Geta 1l 3 4

« .“vﬂti
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Table III. Continued
*Number 1 is the first Chinese respondent, Miss Wong,
2 is the second Chinese respondent, Miss Yi

'3 is the third Chinese respondent, Miss Lew
‘4 is the fourth Chinese respondent, Mrs. Chang
5 is the first Japanese respondent, Miss Yamado
6 is the second Japanese respondent, Miss Nori’
7 is the third Japanese respondent, Miss Tanaka
8 is the fourth Japanese respondent, Miss Inouye

Lt
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Other Findings From Questionnaire and Interview

l. All participants wear their national costumes at least

once each year.

‘2. Por formal wear, the total sample wears national

garments made of silk.

3. All participants feel that their national costumes

are uncomfortable.

4. One Japanese girl rejects her national costume.

5. One Chinese girl feels conspicuous and self-conscious

in her national dress.

Seven participants have worn Western clothing since

7. Oriental children wear Western clothing.

/
Many wear Western-style pajamas for their comfort.:

All women in this study have some synthetic fabric

. : !
in their wardrobes. )

10. Only cash purchases .are made by all respéndents.

~
\

11. The varietyband intensity of color in American clothes

was often mentioned.

12. Red is a popular color with the Chinese.

-
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CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR

FURTHER STUDY

The purposes of this study were: (1) to gain some under-

standing of the national dress and cultural background of the .
Chinese and Japanese students, (2) to discover their familiarity
with Western dress before coming to the United States, (3) to |
obtain information regarding the buying practices and kinds of
clothing purchased and worn before coming to the United States,
(4) to discover the attitudes and values of these students
toward Western dress, (5) to determine the kinds of clothing

items selected and purchased in this country, and (6) to

ascertain the influence of Western dress on their wardrobes.

To secure information regarding background and clothing

~~practices, a questionnaire was formulated. Further collection

o of data resulted from the administration of the interview-.

s_chedﬁle which was developed to incorporat? some deptﬁ inter-
view techniques with_ prbbe questions, such as "why?," "explain,"
and "to what extent was this done.”
Following the participant's ;:ompletion of the questionnaire
- 'and interview schedule, the author wrote an individual,
descriptivg case on each of the eight Oriental women. In each

instance an attempt was made to be as objective and as accurately

\
’

65
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descriptive as possible. From the accumulation of information

gathered by the instruments and conversations during the inter-

views, some generalizations relaping to clothing and cultural

background have been formulated. These generalizations and

comments are,bnly true of this small sample of Oriental
students; they are not to be considered indicative of all
Oriental women students in tﬁe United States or women in the
whole of China or Japan. Extensive research in this area is
mandaéory before generalizations concerning Oriental populations
couid possibly be considered valid.

Of the total sample of eight women, one is a home economist‘
on'ieave‘from.her job as a Home Management Specialist. None
éf the sample.sﬁowed a special clothing interest.

It appearé that there is extremely wide acceptance of '/
wéstern-style‘clothing by these Chinese and Japanese students.

This acceptance is believed to be related to the comments -

made by the entire sample concerning the uncomfortable .features

- of their national costumes. Western-style clothing comprised

~

more of the students' wardrobes than does Eastern-style

clothing. Although Western-style clothing is acceptable for

most occasions, Eastern~-style costumes are worn for formal
events; such as weddings, funerals, and national holidays.
All but one of these Oriental students were introduced to

Western-style clothing when they were born so that there were

RS Db

A
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relafively slight ;djustments needed by the student in adapting
toycléthing practices in tﬁe United States.

The differences in the economic syﬁtems be£ween the East

" and West were noted; these women stated that clothing of
equal'quality could be pqrchased for less money in the Orient.
These purchases were cash payments and many times made in
accordance with a planned budget.

Some cross cultural fertilization was noted. Educationai
visits to the United States seém to increase the interest in;
and acceptance of peoples from other countries and culturés.

e

Western living offers some conveniences to the Oriental; A

automatic hot water and efficient central heating systems were

often mentioned. The women felt that there was more freedom
of living here due to American emphasis on individuality and /
'_thé accent on youth. .Several respondents mentioned the great
\\lgespect shown for the elder or aged‘qitizen in-Oriental.society;
Suggestions for further study in this and related’aiéés

\

~

. ares ' : =
l. A study of the ready-to-weér markets of Oriental
.clothing available in the United States.
2. Color preference of the Oriental student in the
selection of personal clothing.
3. A study to determine the relationship between the

acceptance of Western clothing and Western customs and patterns
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of living.

4. The influence of World War II as a factor in the

\
’

" Westernization of China and Japan.

5. The relationship of the rural and urban Oriental in

continued use of the national costume or acceptance of

Western-style clothing.

6. A study to discover the degree of change in traditional

customs in China and Japan.

7. A cross cultural study to discover c¢lothing attitudes.

2
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Background Information (ucstionnuire
Mastor's Problem Study ‘

BACKGNIOUND INFORMATION

i

Name ' ' Age

Nationality A Country of Citizenship

Place of Birth (city and country)

Are you at present: Single Married Divorced widowed

Do you have a religious preference? Yes No If yes, please state

your prefereonce

In what city or region in your homeland do you' normally live and work?

i

Is it a city » small town » suburb » or rural comiunity

h’ﬁat was your occupation before coming to the U.5.?

What was your zpproximate yearly salary at home?

How long have you been in the U.S.?

List all of the schools you have attended, the length of time spent in each
school, and any diploma or degree you received.

\ | N

How did you happen to come to the U.3. to study? ' ~.




T}

o

2.

How is your study being financed?

List the numbers and ages of your brothers and sisters.
Brothers . Sisters

_‘.\"*‘_‘“'
A
What is the occupation of your father?
Describe his educational background,
\
wWhat is the occupation of your mother?
Describe her educational background. \ /
N
N\ X
X
Check the category most appropriate in descrlbin@, the total income of yonr“
parents as closely as possible in American money.
31,999 or less 6,000 to 6,999 rr—
2,000 or 2,999 7,000 to 7’999 ——
3,000 to 3,999 ___ 8,000 to 8,999 ______
4,000 to 4,999 92,000 to 9,999 —

5,000 to 5,999 — 10,000 and over



.. 3.
%, LDescribe the type of'home that your lamily lives in.
[} . !

%» To what degree have each of the follaving factors S.nfluencéd the clothing that
you have bought since you came to the U.S5.

| Greatly| Moderately| Slightly| Never

New fashions, styles

‘Money avallable

| arital status

Religion ‘ v

Weather conditi.ons

Dates, soclal activities - RS

Sports, hobbies
Clothes that others have

Clothes worn by others to class

. Do you.plan your clothing expenditures for the year? Yes No

For the month? Yes No

\ Always Somet imes Never :
, In what kind of a community do you shop/in _— :
Small city ' Small city . “'”‘
Small town. ) Small town
Large city Large city

. Other (describe) ___ Other (describe)




!

|
i

to the Uo-;o

at homae

Chain Store
y Speciality shop

Small department store

Catalog or mail order

~ Large departmont store

Variety or general store : .

Other (describe)

4e

v

?3. List the towns and/or cities whore you muve purchased clothing since you came

‘he At what type of store do you buy eloti\ing

.large department store

in the U.3.

Small department store

Chain store
Speciality shop -

Catalog

or mail order

Variety or gener;l store ___

Other (d:scribe)

2t

5« In the space below mark X to indicate the articles of clothing you woauld
generally buy ready-made, have made by a tailor or dressmaker, make at home for

yourgolf widfor heve unother rawily izgabsr wske forr yua xben you axe livino
ir woury bhoue conntrw,. 0ne or Wire columng wey bs chuckead.

Lo

——

K4

Buy ready=made

Made by tailon
or dressmaker

-[Underclothes

Made at home
| by yourself |

Made ’at ix_ome

by another

e

ISleeprrear

-

Apuses

Skirta !

Dresaas

Coats

Jackets




!

i1bs Please list the number of items of clothing that you have
approximate average cost of tho item, the numbers showing eastern and/or
western influence, and the number of those items purchased since your arrival
in the U.S. By eastern influence is maant those clothes that show Oriental

Se

bere with 5\1, the

influence; western influence i3 that of the United States.

Total
number

Approximat e
average cost

Number of
eastern
influence

Number of
western
influence

Numbex
purchased
m U L ) S [ ]

ts
 Fur

v

| Fur~like (gvnthetic)

{ long = heavy vieight

light weight

.\~~\‘.§S:: *

{ short, = heavy weight
| light weight

Rain

tirate Jackets

| lressy

rxses

- ng_sleeve

shart sleeves

 Dressy = long sleeves

L short sleaves

b;térs

 vardigan

I
(N
1

Pull-bwer

'ts
Sheath = heavy weight

B

—re ond 2 J
’ .

light weight

Full e heavy weight

light weight

tswear
Slacks

—_—

Pedalpushers

Toreadors

dermuda shorts

Jamaica shorts

mif.

Short shorts

Culottes

Ski - pants

--.3.8"-01(‘3...'_”" Ll A Wil o g

Etthing suit

¢rys_° _Nylons

Anklets




——— ‘—‘.‘-——-J

p—

Total
number

Approximate
average cost

Numbor of
eastern
influence

Nurber of
western
influence

Number

purchased
in U.s.

;328
Tlats

!

4a6ls

sneakers

oots

1d Covering
iats

Jcarves

hdbags
Jlutch

Jverarm or shoulder

vening

scellancous =—e== Please

list below any items in your wardrobe that did not fit
into the previous categories.

Yes No

\ i
Do\y?u feel that any items you have with you are unnecessary? Yes
If yes, please list them and tell why you have found them sp.

-

ol

Jo you feel that you are lacking any items neceded in your present wardrobe?

If yes, please list them and tell why you feel they are necessary.

e



A.

1.

2,

.3.

Interview Schedule
Mastert!s Problen Study

HOME: '

Describe your national costume. (note symbolism)

RS LA

How oﬁ.en did you wear this costume at home?

Do you wear special clothing for any national holiday? Describe th:m and
toll about your reasons for woaring these items.



B e S

2.
Lo What kinds of hobbies do you participale in at home, ie. --wﬁat kind of
activity do you enjoy in your leisure time?

‘

5. Some activities require special clothing, such as a bathiné suit for .
swinming. Describe any special clothing that you wear for particular
activities.

AL 2

\

6.. In one months time at horie, how often would you attends:
" a. Movies ' ' N

be Dances . ~ -
Ce Tea; or afternoon parties

de Lecturses

e. Plays or concerts:

f. Professional or organizational meetings

ge Others (specify)



]
7. If your social activities have not already been discussed, tell me what

|
y
!

kinds, of sociul activity you actively participate in at home.

WITED STATES:
g, What do you like about living in the United States regarding— .

a. Social and cultural activiti-s...

‘be Winter clothing... :

c. Sport clothcsS....

d. Lingerie and sleepwealre....




:9.

10.-

~

\

Somo Oriental poople wio hwve beea brought up in an eastern culture
may find it difficuli to accept certain practices here in the west,
such as, the independence of women. Are there any American customs

or patterns of living that vou dislike or are dissatisfied with?

Describe any customs or putterns of living in the east that you find
difficult to practice here in the west like aittmg on floor pillowa
at mealtime and sleeping on bed rolls.

L KPS\ AAd



1L,

12.

5.

Nome and describe spscific cases or events where you feel you have had to

-adapt in order to live in a western culture. One example might be in wearing

hats rather than head scarves.

what are some things you have learned from living in the United States
that you will take to your country? Why?

Laqeees.



|
i

¢, CLOTHING:

13. 'When were you first introduced to western-style clothing? ihat were the
. ~ conditions? :

4. When you are living in your own country, do you wear western-style clothing?

!

/ )

15.. T6 what extent is wéstern clothing worn at home by members of yoﬁr‘fami:ly?,
(Name specific items and tell to what extent they are worn)



T

1

~:'where did you get ideas for the kinds of clothing that you purchased at home?

7

(To what extent did these sources influence your salections?)

a. Newspapers...

b. Magazines...

ce Tolevision...

de Movies...

6., Window displays...

f. !Merchandise in stores...
ge Familyeee

he Friendse...

i. Other (specify)e..

~

A

Did you have a clothing allowance or budget for your

Explain.
N

/

r

[} \
clothing purchases at home?

——

e .



18,

19.

Approsdmat ely, how mich money did you épend on clothing in your last ycar
at homoe? Ixplain any conditions that you feel may not make this indicative
of a normal year of clothing exponditures for you.

what kinds of clothing purchases did you make at home to premre for your
visit to the United States?



9.
20.

Are you still woaring the clothes you brought with you from home? Have you
i becn plaaeed with then? khy?
|
{
1 Have you been displeased with them? Why?
3 . “\F“f‘“'
t A
i
!
\
i
!
i
:
]
j
{
i
{
!
‘2.

Refer to questionnaire concerning whether clothes at home were ready-to-wear

or made, and types of stores that clothss were purchased in. @estion furtherses.
the variety and costs of clothing items purchased, types of shopping trips

made and their freqpency, and type of payment for clothing.

/

e o e e i A
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