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FORTNORD

Pr. l’zriano Azuela 1is Znown throushout thz literary
world es the euthor of the revolutionery clescic Los de

Aveto, In reeding this boox one ceins en unusually vivid

clciure of thne whirlinz, uncoorcinated ezction, of meteoric

ny

lealers vho flech across tre military horizon and ere rcone.
3ut while beinsg able to avpreciste the autror's 2bility to
catcn tne essence of tne Zevolution of 191C in llexico one
is 8lso irvressed with tne imnersonal, oblective vres=nte-
tion seemin~ly imvossible to & man so vitelly end terson-

ally involvsd, In this mesterpiece by Azvela & rmooid of

vessinism is cdominant. Fis is a crystel clear reelizetion

(

of the inefficacy of a verticuler leader, or a specific
vlan as the vnaneces of the 1lls of his lLlexico.
That such & realistic, dsteched peseirmism ¢id not en-

erze full blown in this book seems quite evicent, end this

study 1is en effort to trace ta

[©]

orisin ené cdeveloovnent of
tnls revolutlonery s»oirit neculisr to Ilerieno Azuvela., The
nistoricel beocizzround of the Fevolution of 1210 is outlin-
ed briefly in order to uncderstend the basls for the lo=i-
cel devslooment in Azuvele's thinkin~. The rore basic phease
of tinis study 1is a consicderetion in e chronol0~ical order
the works of Dr. Azucla bafore 1C15 to 1llustrate the dev-

elonment of the author's s

'3

ecial revoluticnary s»oirit
throusn notin~ the revolutionery elsrments expressed there-

in.
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Part I

EARLY SOTIAL A¥D PCLITICAL TETIDS

)

To one vwnho he

[0}

studled trhe history of Letin America
a few sympetnhetlc statesments will rins familicr: there is
nothing easier trhan to become lost in the myriec deteils

of plans, »ronuncierentos, end revolutions. The countless

nares of caufillos that pass before one's eyes are confus-
inz. The tourist who announced urzon her arrivel in a let-
in Americen country that she had come to see one of their
cherming revolutions s»oke with unwitting antness. There
vere many ané a short welt vas sure to be rewarded.

It 1s difficult to trece throush the histories of the
various Latin Americen countries whet seems by comrarison
to our nore or less well ordersd Anzlo-Saxon tradition a
siznificant trend of movernmeontal evolution, but there has
bsen a growth in experience and a srowiny interest of the
peonle in certein ideals for which tney are now strivingz.
In this respect exico seerms to have been unusuelly self-
conscious end the succeedint revolutions there apvear to
have hed a deever meening than in other countries. Thus,
by way of backeround, and to justify the <iscussion of ilex-
ico's Revolution of 1910, a brief consideration would seem
appropriete of tii= historicel struz~les which had ~one be-
fore with some indication of their si-nificence. “Tere
these revolutions funcdamentel in taeir cause? “ere the

Indians and Illestizos strivinzg for yet unrsalized Icdeals?



Or were they the duv2s oi self-seeiziny leaders?

Cn Au~ust 24, 1821 the lest viceroy of llew Soain,
Juan O'Donojﬁ, sizned the Treaty of 2drdoba with Agustfn
de Iturbide and iexico was independent. The "Three Guar-
antees" included in the tresaty indicete the comvpromise
charecter of the liberatinsg forces for they soecified the
guaranteeing of (1) the Catnolic relizion and clerical

privilezes, (2) absolute independencz and (3) racial ecual-

W

ity.l Independence was a fact, the Catholic relision and
clerical privileces were facts but raciasl equality and ell
its imolications was to remain e2n unattainad ideal.

This rour of liberetion was Iturbide's greatest. Fe
was ths zreat vooular nero of llexico's newsly achievad in-
devendence., 3But he was fillad with selfish ambitions
which were satisfisd only when he h=2d become emveror Alus-
tfﬁ I. Ye was llexico's first lesder and his ownoortunities
as such to ecni=ve a stehbles veace end thes zood of taze
seople were unlimited, but he wes vein and dissolute, and
a men in whom nonor was secondary io srbition.® In the

~

Tirst overiod of ilsxlcen infewendence he delayed Toruing a

azovernnsnt whilz thz s2irit of mutual renuncistions wes

still zlive.

v

1 ververt Insram Priestly, The llexicen Iaticn, A
Fistery (llew York, 1526), 2482,

2 Ibid., 249, 257.
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With Antonio Lépez cde Senta Anne eachievins nis long
nourished desire for oower in 1£32 llexico had reachked the
ﬁadir of her vpolitical fortuness. One author cescribes him
es "a sordid ovvortunist ocuite willing to suift sides for
his own edvantaze or emusement, he assumed and shed office
witn a remarkable agility."3 Ye wes an amazinz character
in the history of l’exico who by greet skill ealways nen-
azed to be on his estate whenever some =~overnmental crisis
whould grise, thus passing the blame and grief on to his
vice-president.

Such were two of th=s "notable" versonslities in the
early nistorr of llexico. “Thet were the politicel and ec-
onomic forces at work during their time? Pertly because
of these two nen but more in spite of them there were de-
veloped or discerded certain broad ideas of governn~nt.
Yitn the fell of Iturbide the idea of monercany, at least
of the domestic variety, wes pretty thorouszshly discrid-
1ted. VINow amonz the renublicen forces were tiose favor-
ing a centrelistic sovernment ané ano ~er qroup that
thouzat a liberel governm=snt necesserily meant a federsl-
istic on=. 1In the constitution of 1£24 th= federslistic
1dea won out and llexico, contrary to her history, was

artificially divided into nineteen states.4

3 Mary Wilhemine 7illiams, The Peonle and Politics
of Latin America (Boston, 1945), 457,

% Priestly, op. cit., 261.
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By 1836, however the pendulum had svunsg the other way
and the constitution of that yeear wes the result of a nine-
year struzgzle on the pvart of the military-clerical conser-
vatives. In 1t there were vrovertv or income quelifications
for votinz and holdinz office. The powers of the provin-
ces were a7ein restricted.? moreover, there was in this
instrument a somewhst suverhuman body known es th= "Power
Conserver" viaich could denose the president, susvend Con--
gress, and invalidate Judicizl decisions. Checizs on the
executive wvere explicitly desisned for Santa Anna who was
expected to be president an?d whose anmbitions wsrs susvec-
ted,b

'ow a va~sue outline of the bettle lines characteris-

tic of the history of liexico bermins to become epperent.

D

Cn the one sicte there ere thes forces of conservatism, cen-
tralism, end the intz=regsts of the militery-clericel «roupo
ans the owners of vast estates. Ovposed to them are the
less well orsenized forces of liberaslism, federalisnm, and
the interests of tiie Indians end llestizos.

In 1853, after the loss of Texes and th2 er with the
United States, Santa Anna returned from his "vervetual
exile". Uis return meant the end of the prospects for

gsociel reform. Late the care year he hed nhircelf pro-

5 villiems, op. cit., 261,

6 Priestly, on. cit., 274.



claired "pernztuz2l" dictator, but nis Zictatorsrhio wes
less lastiny then his exilz for on llarca 1, 1% " the Plan
of Ayutle wes oroclegiued w.ich cell=d for the removel of
Senta Anna an~ the cellinz of a constituent conrress.7
ith this nlen becen a marked gboricineal pearticipetion in
the effeirs of trne government.S

Benito Judrez, the soiritual leader of ths Indian
and l'’estizo messes, wes to be of siznificant influence in
tne nistory of Nexico from tne Plan of Ayutle tnrouch thne
French intervention until his death in 1872. He wes a
full-blooded Zapotec Indien from Oexzca, who in his youth
nzd bemun to study for the vriesthood, but hed shifted to
law. Ye vracticed with distinction 1n his netive state,
where he later served as zovernor with popular apvrovel.
Ye was honecst end steble of character, and, havinz reescrned
tiie conclusion that speclel privileze should ve ebolisned
for the good of llexico, he spent the rest of his 1life
voriing toward that end.?

The constitution of 1857 conteained tliree leyes of sin-
nificance. These were: tue Ley Juarez, tre lLey Lerdo, end
the Ley Iglesias., The first cutlawed a2ll sveciel courts.

Tne second causcd the crurch to sell =11 property not be-

7 Henry Benford Parkes, A History of liexico (Boston,
1938), zeo7.

"illiems, on. cit., 4€9.

O

Ibid., 469.
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inz used for worshio in en effort to creste a zroun of
small landholders. 3But the veonls were reluctant to »nur-
chese, and the ecstetes were boucht up by the newly wealtihy
families of Creoles who had hitherto been landless. The
third law lirited the church's power in resnect to burial,
baptisn, and marriaqe.lo

These worthy measures failed to be realized for the
first vpresident under the constitution was the wealz com-
promiser Comonfort, who, through his falterinz policies
orotracted the strife for civil liverty, and plunced lex-
lco into years of forelsn intervention.ll Throushout this
period of intervention from 1861 to 1867 Juérez remained
in the field ever the champion of the liberal forces.l2

Thne net result of the ilaximilian interlude was to end
all sentiment in favor of monerchy, and to creste a grow-
ing national consciousness.1d Teanwhile the liberal for-
ces of Judrez reinstated themselves in power. lany of
Judrez's friends advised hinm not to run for president
amein nowever, since by now ne was becinninzg tc be sus-
pected for dictatoriel tendencies. 3But he was adamant in

his decision, for he felt that the ~ood of Yexico demanded

10 priestly, op. cit., 223-325.

11 1p14., 330.

12 wi1rrig o, Callcott, Liberalism in Ilexico, 1857-
1929 (Stanford University, 193I), 50.

13 priestly, ov. cit., 364.
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hls services es ~uariian and executor of the constitution..
None of the cendidates receilved a majority of the votes
and consress, left to the final choice, declared for Juir-
ez. The disavpointed cancidate to lead opvosition by re-
volt was Porfirio Dfaz, ponular hero in opposition to the
Frencn intervention. But thc wey was left open to him
when Judrez died on July 156, 1872 after lons illness.

One definite advent=-e wilcn hed been obteined in
tils first sixty yezrs of independence was the divorce of
tae caurch from the state.l®

Little enouznh nad the vecasants gained. The almost
incessant strife hrad retzarded the material developnent of
the country. The theoretical liberel adventa~es zained
were little comfort, if incdeed uniderstood by the zrezt
mass of the eborisinal population. But now the raznif-
icent volitical star of Porfirio Diaz wes in its ascend-
ency. ‘hat was the fate of the llexican peonle whicnhn it

foretold”

14 1p1a., 372.



Part II

T=Z PAZ PO"TISTATA

“Tien Porfirio Dfaz first becane preciZent of llexico
llarieno Azuele vwas taree years old. The year was 1E7€.
Dfaz was to zive peace until nis finel overthrow in 1910

to a netion wnich hed scarcely incwn tne meaniny ol the

(o]

word.
Fis methods were direct. Those who were 1o surround
im es ministers, jui-es, an? provincisl officizls found
tiet theose who oncosed nim wvere elther purcrasss or <1lin-
insted., The ones listenin~ to reason were reverded with
larse grents of lend but at the s me tiie thery were re-
roved from roliticsl influence vihaen thelr rivels vere re-
clovients of official prestize., Ilaturelly tle beneficlear-
ies were intersst=2 in the nerpetuation of the ocace and
of Dfez in the presifency.l Dfez's method was to play
off one azainst another th=s forcas votentielly onoos=zd to
hir., Tre cerollary wes "Sread op tie Club".

“hat were thz moitlves and enilities of tnis bics-
boned Tixtecen mestizo? One suthor describes nilm as vein
and embitious, but 2 men wvino Led ever been enersetic and
Forceful, capszhle of seeins the reterial ne=ds of his

ccuntry. ot co for politicsl neecs; he cneciied 20lit-

lcal develovrment in llexico by restoring military dicte-

o)

1 priestly, on. cit., 3RC.
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1 he wes en able poli-

[$]

torship.© Another seys of Tfaz th
tician dominated by two snrinzs to sction, "personsl am-
bition and desire for tie material develonient of tne
nstion."3

First encd foremost veace and the security of life
2and limb were essentisl. Under Tfzz llexico becere nos-
sibly the sefest country in the world, Tnis nhe eacnieved

by means of his ~usrdies rursles, en efficient police

force wrich included rmany o former bsndit wno now found
i1t more vrofitable to serve Don Por'firio.4

In the field of forei=n relstions Dfez inmnediately
set ebout 1iroroving conrnditions. Fe finished tne »nayurents
of debts asreed to with tne United States, and by 12&8
treeties of friendshin, coumercs, and nevicetion had been
sizsned en? some rstifisd with Sweden, Norwey, France,
Great Z2ritein, Zcuador, end Japan.5 “e hed establicshed
Texico's credit. INow he could encoura~e the investmant
of foreisn cenitel.

The cregztest evidence of mezteriel vprozrecs wes the
development of tiie raillroads. In 187€ there were €C1

lzilorieters of trecks, but by 1911 this fizure hsd ~row

“illiems, on. cit., 480-1.
3 Priestly, on. cit., 379.
4 1111ems, on. eit., 4E1.
5 gellcott, on. cit., 121.
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to 24,717 kilometers. In addition to buildinz thsse lines
Pfaz wanaced by means of a huze loan to buy many of the
lines and zain the controllinz interest of the rest.® Tt
was easy to comvrenend what the veace crested by Dfaz was
meking possible.

In the field of financiel reforms iiexico also vas
rexzine creat strides. his wes due in large weasure to
the estute promoter-financier, José Yves Limantour. 2y
the year 18¢6 he had balanced the budzet, larsely refund-
ed the interral debt, and brou—ht about tre ebolition of
the alcab9la.7

From the followinc stetenent some indication of the
industrial deveslooment cen be ~eathered:

Durinz the Porfirian evoch factories grew by

thousends, includinz sucer mills, smelters, cot-
ton and woolen mills, chemicel works, breweries.
In 1910 the textile factories numbered 135, en-
rloying 3%,0C0 hends., Tie smelters and mines
emvloyed meny thousands more. And the growth

of factories wes accompnanied by develovmzni of

hydaulic power..... In Hicelzo the Cascada de

Rexla, in llexico City the Rfo Tlelnenantla, and,

more imnortant than 2ll, the great Necaxa re-

servolr producinz 127,5€0 horsepower for the
cenitel, were amonz the importent developments

of tals orcer.B

"ith a2 consideration of the prosress eclong material

lines as indicated by the precedins statements we bezin

6 v4111sms, on. cit., 4E3.
T cellcott, op. cit., 131.
€ Priestly, opo. cit., 3%2.
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to see whet a cuense ned been wroucnt on the Llexicen land-
scane throuzn the efforts of tu: creet Don Forfirio. Tfaz
"ned no vrecedent in llexican history; few of ta2 benevo-
lent despots of ei~hteenth century Zurope ecualled his me-
Jestic performance. Fe won the heart of his people, wno
lonz loved nim vwhile they feared him, wio admired him when
they wisnhed hils ~overnuent ended, and vho resvected hir in
exile and mourn=d him in deatn."9
Dfaz had become a 1livinz legend. All public utter-

ences of the times abounded in 2Zuletion of the ex=cutive.
2ut there were discordant notes to be sounded for in thne
splendor of the Dfez dictatorship there were elements of
corruption and of hollow ma-nificence:

Dfaz was not the avocalyotic ansel imazined by

Tolstoli, nor 2inge's melodreratic tyrant; reth-

er, an ovpoortunist, determined to rule. As ne

strides ghead in power, he crows nazler as a

noral fi~ure concerned with vrincinles, truth,

the rezl beautizs of 1life. 3Beneceth this dine-

saurien armor stood 2 meorelly punt fizure, a

vroduct, not master of zis race, tine eand cir-

cumstancesi ever v»rey to the corrunt forces

about him.

The most serious indictments of the rezime of Porfir-
1o Dfaz were in resvect to land éistribution, justice, ed-

ucatvion, tne reinstatement of the cihiurch, forei:n invest-

ent and fevoritism, and ~overnmantsl buresucracy result-

9 Ibid., 353.

10 carleton ~eals, Porfirio Dfz-, Dictetor of llexico
(Pniledelpnia, 1932), 299.
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ing in corruntion of the middle class.

It is said of Porfirio Dfaz that he comnlets=d thne
conauest of the Indians in llexico. This statement is mede
clear by the fact that in 1EE8 and 18EC DIaz ordered the
breekinz uov of elldos, or communal lancds in the apparent
degire that tne individuesl Indlens would become landown-
ers., The result, however, wes that the neishborinz hacen-
dedos soon apsorbzd most of them.ll Furtner concentration
of land in the nends of a few resulted when rezl estate
companies were siven as recompense one third of 211 lands
sur'veyed.12 3y 1G1C nearly helf of llexico belonged to
about three thousand families, and most of the Indilans who
hed previously held their land in a community interest

were now forced to bescome tne leborers for the zbsentee

hacendaioc,13 The nove of lorelos, efforts of the "ar of

Reform end the Ley lLerdo were officially bvecied by Dfaz,
wnile actually ne onroceeded to sell the lends with sub-
soil rizchts to foreicners, end otnerwise distribute them
among those rich with land. "Fad the haclenda been effi-
cilent, this colossal lootinz mi~ht heve been jJjustified.
But the hecienda, a self-gsufficient feudal orgenism, pro-

noted little commerce; cheeso lsbor obviated the necessity

11 callcott, oo. cit., 136,

12 Parkes, op. cit., 289,

13 1v14., 306-7.
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of introducinz modern rachinery..... In 1892-93 liexico im-
vorted over 6 million »esos of corn and wheat, in 10C9
over 12 millions." 1#

"Justice ves, in srtort, a rart of the mechinery of the
Porfirian state."15 Accordinz to the constitution ths
lesser judzes were to be apnnointed by th= supreme court.
Df2z dominzat=d the latter body and tharefore the whole ju-
diclal system. Fis =zeneral order of vraference in resard
to Judicizl decisions wes: forel-ners, ecsp=cially Americans,
second, :exicsns of wealth who had the dictater's av»nroval,
third, the lexicen w»=o0nle2., 2ut for tnis latter mroun jus-
tice hardilry exicsted., Thorte who were undesirable to the
movernors of thaz steies were "drafted" into the army. The
celebreted rursles mele the country szfe--2xcent for llex-

16 wp pull-ri-nter kill-d = woren, and in tns face

icans.
of wublic clewor wes relzased for e Saturdey corrifa. He
eccen=ad to the Unit~d 3States rhereuson nis brothier vas ar-
rested, tri=d, end scouit=d."17

It is =213 that under TIzz <ducation of th= veownle

In ~enerel w=g consider=d to be no rore de=si~

}_

)
©
o
',_J
(4]
ct
ja)
lah)
3
ct
)
®

education of th= slaves in the American South before the

1. Beals, Porfirio Dizz, =Cz.

1 — ’ - 1
5 Trnest Gruenin-~, Ioxico en? Its Herits o (New Yorx,
1<28), 4c¢7.

16

Parkes, op. cilt., 2¢3-4,

17 Beals, Porfirio Tfez, 293,
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Civil Yer. 1In 1910 e rencrt vy the ~overnmn:nt incdiceted
thaet there were shout £00,000 rusils in schools of 211

totel voouletion.

M
[}

tyvoes, or sbout five per cent ol tha
Tn2 normel scinool noouletion of a country is bestiveen ten
end twenty oner cent.18 From these firures it cen be seen
thet 1llitersecy was only sli-htly elimineted for these
fizures were 1issued by the Poriirizn covernu=nt and would
certainly not be en underststerment. Dfzz "did introduce
normal schools end extend toe vublic cchool system consid-

erzbly, but nothin~t edecuate wes cdone--or even ettemovted--
to malre the population really literate end wive out the
dense 1 norence wnlcn wes en ocstacle to the develoovment
of self-zovernment,"19

Previously it wes stated thet es 2 result of strus-

cles un to and inclucinz the ar of Reform thet tne Church
wves finally divorced from the State. It is true that its
vower wes cdefinitely reduced but unier Dfaz the church re-
~ained many of its former powers.go The ecclecslacticel
orranization wes crovin~; seven new bichoprics beins or-
sanized and the number of vrissts more then being dou

bled.2l

19 vi11iems, on. cit., 486,
20

Beals, Porfirio Dfez, 342.

tJ

2l tallcott, op. cit., 244,
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Further crievances of t.e ilexican neonle ~rew vwith
respect to orivilewes eccorded foreisners, esvecielly
foreizn canitelists. Americans tracd lzrrer investmsnts
tnen even the ‘exicans themsélves, and the Zritisnh were

d4.22 tmile Dfaz was wise to encourace for-

not far behin
elzn Investment he made a serious misteke in zrantinz the
sub-coliri=hts a2long vwith lend rishts, tius allowina for-
eirn investors a free hand in the exploitation of tne re-
sources of I.Iexico.23

Another feilure in tne Dfez nation was in rezard to
a stable middle cless. Dfzz "was.....the savior of the
riddle class, ever buffeted by previous governments, lost
in armed turnoil, sunit in the wide fulf between Indian
helots end feucdal overlords. 2Dut the new grouv wveas with-
out morality, without patriotism, witnout native roots."24
"Ths bursaucracy wes.....exvandinsg; between 1876 and 1210
the sovernment peyroll incrsesed by nine hundred per cent

.e...only too willin< to serve the dictstor....."2D

As a basis for departure in trne consicderation or th

early works of lMNarieno Azusle an attemot hes boen made to

22 Parkes, on cit., 309.

23 v11liers, op. cit. 484-5.

Beals, Porfirio Ifez, 231

25 Parkes, o»n. cit., 284,

— e—
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indicete the culturzl milieu in which they were created.
Yithout en avprecistion of the economic, social, and polit-
icel backzround of th= Fevolution of 1¢10 much of the mean-
ing of the novels and short stories is lost. 'ithout this
knowledze the soclal conditions deoicted seem merely sor-
did end without ourvose; the courase of the suthor in vre-
sentins these issues, in part before the outbrezk of the
Revolution, cannot be aporeciazted. Realiging the condition
end the needs of the peovle as expressed in previous strug-
sles end in the discontent of the masses wilch existed in
the closing years of the Porfirian era it can be seen why
Azuele did not choose to write of "prettier things". If
the morals, both »ublic end vrivate, wiich are portray=d
seem dezznerete 1t 1s anvarent trat they were in kseping

with the times.



Part III

IIARTAYO AZUELA: THE MAX

The author whose woris eare unier consideration in
tnis paper vas born in lLeazos de lLioreno, a city of twelve
thousand v=200lzs in the steate of Jallsco, in the year of
1873.1 His perents were of tne middle class and owners
of a small raciendz, on which Azuela spent nis youth and
eerly mannood durinz the heyday of the Diaz rezime. In

pite of the rofsst economic circumstsnces of his family
young I‘arieno recz=ived a zood educetion which culminated
in the year 1899 with zradustion in nedicine at Guacdala-
Jera. In addition to an education in medicine Azuela
also picksz=d un a lively interest in literature, esp=cicl-
ly in rezerd to the French ninete=snth century novelists;
the result beins the publiching of his first work, seven
stort sizetches avoearins in 1895,

LTter receivinzg his educatlon hs raturned to nis na-
tive city end establishned a medicel practice. Fis inter-
est in writin-, however, was sufficiontly weskened, and

he continued in the doubls rdle of physician and neodhyte

ce 1
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Arturo Torres-=ioseco, ”r_néos
Armsrica Eisvena (Besrieley, 1¢41), I, 7.

2 Jefferson R. Spell, Contemvorary Snenish-Ameorican
Tiction (Chavel =ill, .C., 1944), €€-7.
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novelict,) During the seriod of the first cdecade of the
twentieth century Azuele turned out three novels end five
short stories.

Since nils student davs ilariano Azuelza had veen in

symoathy witn the entiporfirista sentlient wiich culmine-

ted in the successful revolt led by Francisco lladero.
After the latter had rissn to »ower Azuela served as lefe

b

volftico in Lazos. Later he Jloined the actual revolution-

ary forces under Juli&n Iledina in ovpvnosition to Victoriano
Juerta, no cdount cdurin~ this veriod vricking up informe-
tion and exoerlences leter portreyed in his mesternizce

T1os de Ab2'o. Unon the triumonn of Venustiano Carranza ne

went into exile in E1 Paso, Texas. % Finally, in 1916
Azuela moved to llexico City where he has rerained since
in the two rd8les of =2uthcr ani doctor, no lonzer beins
1dentifled with a2 definite revolutionery grouQ.S

MNow he lives in tne unpretentious section of Santa
zarfa la Rivera vhere he owns a rambling old house, raises
raovblits end chaiciiens, and vrectices medicine in an absent-

minded sort of wey. 5till, he is recozniz=d as a sound

medical authority and 1is consulted by the leadinm ohys-

3 Jorn E. Enzlelirk, "The Contemporary Period", ap-
nearing in An Qutline ZEistorv oF Sioanich Americen Liter-

ature, edited br T.Y. Tesoelt (llew Yorx, 1941), 147.
4

Torres-xloseco, 09. cit., 7.

> Spell, Oo. cit., €8.
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iclans oz Illexico. Doctor Azuesle is a2 mild, almost sh
an, nevinm a modest nractice consistinz ostly of voor

'/ell over seventy yeers 61&, ouite cari in complex-
ion a2nd of medium stature, Azuela cdisillusions souevhat
the reader vro mey thinlt of nim es a viciurssoue repre-
sencative of revolutionery ideals. =1s mildness is in
contrast with the terseness of his literary style end the
violence of hie themes.'

Sone nint of the selfless charecter of lariano Azuele
1s seen throuzh t-e oulilte levendary eccount of how he be-
came emnloyed in a nublic clinic. "Fe orisinally took the
Yob to do a favor for a friend wenting a short leave of
ebecence, He substituted for hics friend for an enitire
yeer without pvey, and would prouvebly heve kzpt on 1indef-

initely if--in soniz nyeterious renner, re-ardinzs wanilen he

is guite in the dark--he nad not been put uvon tre peyroll
for 2 a éay."8
Althoushh 1t is not the vurnose of tuls study to ceel

vith literary criticism of Azuela's early works, but re-

ther to consider the evidences end =vzlution of a revolu-

6 Caerl=ton 3eals, Introduction to Ths Underdozs (Uew
York, 1929), viii-ix.

7 Torres-kKioseco, on. cit., 5.

Beels, Int. to Tn= Underdos, vii.
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tionery enirit vecullar to Azuelz, it i1s iInteresting to
consiler nils litereary views ans thus to ~ain soms further
Ingi~nt into 2is onilosodnry =n? nmrovshly thzs survoses vack

of his own wvoris:

e int=recen los hombres cue coumorencan v los
ecdriro con entusiecro y fervor, Joroue son los qu:
ré&s we han enssTeio. lLos Q*oios gue solo seoen,
re son totaluente indifererntes.....3€ ou? es muy

decente ser un escritor vien; nero estird 72 ney-
or ¢acencia ser un escritor nonreo. Y le simu-
lecisn no es nonre’ez. Por este udtivo escribvo

lo cue ciente, sin zreocuderie vorcue ris osin-
iones coincidaen o difieren de las comunrente
accotedas., La leeltad y la honradez consisten, en
un escritor, en der su visidn propia con valor y
sinceridai.g

° ierieno Azusla, Ci:n Alos de la Yovelg llexicens
(exico, 1947), 12-3,




Part IV
TR COUT® T OF REIVOIUTICQNARY ELZIUENTS

Snort Stories

The first of llariano Azuela's works to sppear after
the turn of the century were five srtort stories wnilch av-
veared in various veriodicels either in liexlco city or
Azuela's home, Lazos de lloreno. The earliest, "De mi tier-
ra", was published in E1 Imvsrcial, liexico city, in the
month of June, 1903.1 It is very simple in its pnlot: Teo-
dora and lMacedonio, two veasants plan to be married but
they do not heve enoush money. Teodora, havinz cone into
the mounteins in search of wood, is causnt in a storm end
forced to take refuze in an o0ld house. The master of the
hacienda also seeks refuse there; and as a result Teodora
is violated. 1In this short short story Azuela exovresses
the hoveless economic »lizght of the landless peasants.
Teodora sichs:

{Pobre de llecedonio! Le hebfa proretido aue si
Dios lo ayudeba en la cosecha de chile, en 1as
amuas se casprfen sezurenente., Le cosocha ;ue
puena; vero en la liou1aac1on no alcanzd res
cue custro nesos y cuestro reales, como fruto
de todo el trebajo de un ano de vivir ve~edo
2 la tierra a2 sol y 27ua, ce dfa y de nocne.

Esa mgldecida tierra que solo enriquece a los
amos.

1 svell, on. cit., €7.

2 Yarieno Azuele, "De rmi tierra", second edition of
Merfe Luisa (liexico, 1938), 174.
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Here 1s ¢ gndarentel incdictment of tre Diez systen end
2ll the: - ... before it: nearly 211l of tiz e~ricul-
tural population was lsnéless. The overbesering vover of

the hacendados torgetner witn thelr noral fesenerecy left

the ordinery »neasant but 1little howe for the betternent
of his lot.
A year later a second saort story entitled "vV{ctimas

de la Opulencie" reached »nring in E1 Dafensor del Pueblo,

3

vublished in La~os de lloreno. This morose little story

tells of the death of a littls boy by starvation becau:ze

nls motner finds it necessery to nire herself out as the

wet nurse of a rich womean's chilé., It serves es a varla-
: et

tion on taz thewre of social iInlustice, and & repition of

th2 com-lete dlsre~erd of thz2 wealthy clesses for thre

fate of the poor: 1t indicates the cangercus exa~~erated

=eo vilch hed éav-looned hHetveen two classes.

- 2

Uno ¢e los mimados ¢el destino. Te los cue cdesfe
auz nacen, viven e e:xnenses de vides elenes.
;Qué'importa cue la medre sea jJjoven, hermosa y
robuste, si hey muches vecas humanes gue se gl-
cuillan pera sustituirle J, con creces? Tz nedre
Yoven y rice no destruird los encentos de su
cuerno ni prescincirs ¢e sus cavrichos ce rufer
degocupade y ociosa, sl por uncs cuentas monecas
cotiene otros senos pletdricos de sa»nia nere

su nijo. 1l'o szbe ni cuiere seber cue un, £er
humeno indefenso va & ser sacrificeado bdrbare-
rente en eres de su hol:ezenerfa y 2 su vani-
cdad, vorcue con dinero nase lo cue por dinero

ce vende. Su eldstica rmoral burcuesa cctd en-
varacs por el cure cordifldn cue dirige su

5 spell, on. cit., €7.
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coacisnele y cceuparte el chocolzte con lzs de-
nes de elcurnia.”™

If Azuela's zttitule in the first story sezred sovewhe
natter of fzct there i1s no room to escawve tre conclusion
from the ebove reraris that he feels nimself drevn in his

1

cymoetihnies to the sice of the osvressed cla:zses. In the
lest sentence of the above cuotation Azuels in a veiled
manner indicates his feelinss tovwerd tie clersy viich
Tinds 1ts interests tied to thoce of the wezlthy retner
then the hunble.

In 16CT7 Ccilos Litererios publisned tie third of the

shtort stories by Azuels, wilch wes entitled "Lo cue se
Esfure".> Of 2nis shorter works tinis is nerhens the mos
enterteininzg because of its lon~er narretive =nd involved

In-

ct
e
O
3
]
.

nlot. It is ti.e common tale of soclel esnira
tellectually bi~oted Perico igs nome on vecetion frorx

het he 1s ccceptzble to the "nisher

scheool, end finds t
brackets" so he vroce=ds to scoin nis o0ld friends in
~cenerel ard nis former sweethesrt Lune in verticuler.
Lowaver one cen ccarcely symmetiire with ner for srte hes
been movinz renicdly in his ebsence. Perico finds himself
at odds with the last in tle series of Luze's suitors end

leter 211ls zim. Lude eooerently fecls no rerorse for

4 rierisno Aruele, Mrfetinzs Je la Coulencis", in the
csscend edition of =rfe Tuice (llexico, 1¢38), 1€7.
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sine too has hi~her ambitions:

«e...Anirss tenfs el defecto imverdonsble de

ser un ertesano honssto cue no buscaba entre-

tenimiento fu~rez sino una esnosa cue le diera

rijos y 1la felicided de un ho<zer sose~zdo. En

ese tilempo Lupe tiraba ya muy 2lto y el humil-

ce carpintego no vodfa ser la neta de sus as-

niraciones.
In the next chaenter Lure's financielly havpy married life
1s inconvenienced by the death of her azinsg husbend. Thre
lest chapter opens with a2 vivid cdescription of the lavish
decoretions of the church end the huze crowd of invited
cuests., Trne reader's susviclons are confirmed when Lupe
and Perico epvezr es the wedding mercn becgins:

Lupe, la milloneria del »ueblo (iquiéh se acor-

daba de la carnicerita éde la plaza del Hueso?),

arrogante, en plenitud de belleza, entrd con el

velo de novie, del brezo de Ferico, enflautado

en largo levitda de pafo, sorbete, guantes y

relucientes botas de charol. (Tampoco hubo

culen se acordars del rencherito bajedo del
cerro e nijo de un himilde meyordomo).

L)
It is difficult to conclude that the wnole story ;eg:
Azuela's theme of discontent. If thils were so it woul!:
be inconsistent for Luve and Andrés vere orizinally of the
sare socizl and economic standing. Only the former's pri-
mary love 1s money and better sociel position. Her esvir-
ations represent only individuel motivation and not a

class problem. Azuela's point seems to have been to de--

vict azsin the deplorable disparity in the distribution

6 Mariano Azusla, "Lo cue se esfume" in the second
edition of l'arfa Luisa (llexico, 1938), 224-5.

T 1bid., 236-7.
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of weelth, but more esnecially to slev et the existing
conditions of Justice which would vernit Perico to go free
efter a killing which could hardly nhave been in self-defense.
As noted previously Andrés would fall in thne lovest breck-
et in the Priority of Justice. He was a peasant znd iex-
1éan pegsents were trhe last to receive Jjustice.

"En Derrota"-first avneared in Kelendss, a monthly
racezine oublished iIn Lzzos de lloreno in 1908.8 Juan
Lenas 1s 2 new hand at ti:e hacienda. Fe 1s apparently a
liexican Apollo of winom ell of tae wounen of the haclende
have become enamored. He, on tiie other hand, is very re-
tirinzg, end evverently more inclined toward tre affection
of hls dog. Actually ne loves Cemila who is the deughter
of the meyordomo of tie ranch; but ne does not feel him-
self wortny of her,

‘Quién era él, pobre aventurero, sin famrilia

y sin homaer, pnera esvirer a Caulla, le hija

del mayordomo y novia de Bzsilio, el mds

cuavo y veliente entre los mozos de los alre-
dedores, de Bacillo el hijo del mayordomo de

le hacienda vecinat®

Camlile, however 1s not lecliing in courese to face tae sit-
uation erd tells her love to iuan. They plan to be mar-

ried but on tne eve of tlie wedlinz Besilio with some rowdy

companions cores and carries the novia away. Juen, druni,

8 spell, op. cit., €7.

9 erieno Azuela, "en Derrota" in the second edition
of lerfa Iuisa (llexico, 1938), 183,
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follows tine kidnevners wio taunt him. Juan drowvns hinmself
in tie river.

“lthout a definite statement Azuela rnailes tle reasder
of this tale feel complete hatred toward Basilio directly,
and indirectly to detest & situstion in vhich tne imoor-
tance of nis fetrer's position allows Zesilio without ret-
rivution to ride roucin-shod over the dlens of the neesant
Juan. ©Setween tne lines Dr. Azuele says that the soclety
wnich does not nrotect its most unfortunate elemnent is rot-
ten. It 1s bitter ovessimism which causes Juan to be drowned.
Azuela does not see the s2lvation of tze ovoressed classes
by vositive action as yet.

The last short story is entitled "Avichuelos Nezros"
cd mre ~unlliched in the yeer 1909 by Oclos Litererios.0

\
[
It is trno terrifiicly pathetlc story of a youns man, who is

dying of & wulionery infection, e2nd his girl who cere to
Rincon Crande in the vein hove of szlvazing nis heelth,

Ye 1s the victim of the dust-filled untesltiful cotton
cloth factory where nothing had been done for tlie workers.
In his delirium the young men tells the plisnt of many wen:

v 211f otra vez los crujientes aceros y los ope-
rarios envueltos en una nube de volvillo de a2l-odén.
El polvillo de 2lcoddn gue a la fuerza se mete

e las narices, 2lla boca y res=ca la ~ar-anta
...iQué'sedi Zce polvillo me enogse; aque se oaren
las m&ouinas, aue el maculnista clerre el vavor.
Pero no, no puede ser, dice ese sendr zordo y
colorado aue ve pasando uuy contento. Ese senor

10 spell, o». cit., 67.
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lleva mucno ~usto vorocue el 2ire estd lleno de
-~ ’
nolvillo de 2lzoddn, 2 ese seMor sonrosadote y
gordo no le hace dznio el nolvillo de =zl=odon,
2l contrario, con &1 he enrordado.ll
Porfirio Dfaz hed develooed in llexico 2 modern mechine and
factory ecucinned netion but tuie welfare of tie worker,
the ultinmete basls for such a2 system, was ignored. he
two vathetic fi~ures arouse tne alermed interest of the
"Socieded de Arreoentidas" which bicsoted orzanization
teizes s its goal the marrying of the couvnle, rcther then
any humeniterizn interest in the health of the dying man.
They vrevent the girl from weatching over the sick men
while arrensenents are being made. Finelly they return
triumphant:
La bendada de avichuelos nezros ha entrzdo por
[ & - 0y
le ultime vez 21 cuartucho, y se ha turbedo.
Lle=zron ceon tenta 2le~rfa: una llevaba nuchos
puoWes de flores, otra el incienso, la otra
4 r'd
las albas cortines y le de mes ellé <~rueses
veles de cers.l2
They have reslized tnet in the meantime the younz men has
c¢led. Tne satire on relizious bilzotry 1s very sharn and
bitter.
Tnls series of five short stories covers a period of
six years in the period of descey of the Porfirien system.
None of them 1is free from evidence of a s»2irit of discon-

tent toward the corrunt society which »ut a premium on

privilese, poverty, and religious bizotry. Taere 1s a

11 :erisno Azuels, "Avichuelas Iezros" in the second
edition of Merfa Luisa (llexico, 153C), 2C6-7.

12 1p15., 214,



vrozregsive cevelopment of dicscontent dedicted by Azuela

B

rom ths comperetively m”1d nrotest eceinst tie overbear-

ey

ing nosition of tre zucs of tie ranches in "De mi tilerra"

written in 19C3; to thne pitternsss of desneir in "En
Derrote" and "Avichuclos lemros". If Azu:zle did not aé-
vocate revolution ovenly it 1s not surnrising in view of

the close ~rin that wss held cn tn2 turoats of a2ll wuo

b

niznt utter such a cdoctrine.



orfe Luisa

) F;-d' .’m“'f
Tric ory, wnic: 1 Azuela's,et ta: ~enre of tlue

rovel, hes s 1ts e2tiin~ t2: beoutiful civy of “uelale-

cee . Lo A g - <L T+ Sa ~ -~ L. 2 - < -
Jere wiers i sutlicor tecin iz 1 edliczcel treinin-, It ves

orfe Luise wio is ths deu~niter of & wo-

men wno runs a voarcinT house for nedicel stucfents. The

Rl
©
"
Hy
o)
’_h
5
O
o’
n
O
C
'y
o)

ori=in of

\

arfa Tulse fuf hije de la cesuslided. lecid
cuzndo solldedos e nuzstros eternes revolucio-
1cs venfan 2 los nueblos rencnzdos con la sen-
~re ¢2 sus hermenos, sedicntos de »lecerss,

“encdo le revencne 2 sus instinte fcoceroso. Decs-
2ufs del canscnclo de la nuerte ouerfan 21 con-
canclo ¢e le vids., V¥ la vide g2 reoroducfe
;:odi“iose;eute.g .

erfa's ori~in indiccies thz turbulent »n.oriod w.ich pre-
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cel=d tho ere ol Porfir "7 o
llarfa has 1lived 211 of her 1life esuonzt thie melicel
studznts o hir notier's Hosriing house; asg o cunild they

-

nessed 2er frowm onz linee to enotrer. o nsiture, s-ze

Tfinds ners2l” in love itk ons of Lner Poncho “aenfrez
DYy nere. The nadicsl shudent nersusiss ner to conz end
Yive witvh hin en? gns firnslly c-ore=s., Fowsver, on arriv-

S 3m - N I A~ .. s = L N SN - A
nT et vieir rerndsz-vous ¢.2 is snmltten with reniorse and

So°11, o3. cit., IT.
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Merleno Azusle,
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returns to 2r motaer's nome nut her notl:er nos leesrned

L - -

vl aunt Juenz tihat llarfs has not ~one to

(8]
3

eturns cne 1s cie-

ovned by her notter an? the dreell is irrevocabla, learfa

3

returns to Fencho,

rrown er2 the story follows 1ts culte commion »lot.

|

After e orief tire of comnlete nevoiness Ponero's tine
spent with llarfa core to be only skhort visits and are
less ond less fraquent. rurt:sr, llarfs 1s »nlotied z-ainst

Tster wino ucsed o live in tue senz pverc

of the city as she. larfa had ccrelessly referred, in the

D
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