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With the ever increasing participation of social
workers in the role as correctional institutional personnel,
professional journals are, of late, reporting institutionsl
research, For the most part, institutional research has
iavolved administrative considerations, descriptive studies
involving clientele, or casework techniques with setingeout
youngsters,

Problen,eeFew researeh projects have involved elient
adjustment or techniques of e¢lientele evaluation in a larre,
state provided, ecorrectiocnal institution for juveniles, A
multitude of problems are involved in a large institution in
attempting to provide individual elient recognition, inecentive,
and in providing criteria for measuring adjustment and progreas.
Cne possible method is through the use of a monthly alphae
betical greading system, Such a system can provide a technique
adaptadble 1in use as a method fort individual recognition, ine
centive, and as one possible eriteria to measure adjustment,

As a second year graduate student in field work

placezment at Poys! Training School.1 the sole state provided

lAct;No. 13 of the Publie Acts of Michigan of 1961
amends Aet 122 of the 1953 Acts ehanging the name from Boys'
Voeational Sehool to Boys' Training School,

ol
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correctional inatitution for delinqueat boys, tals writer
became interested in thias problem, Boys' Training Szhool
uses an alphabetical grading system which functions as one
method of gauging adjustment and of plotting progress,
Closely related to the grading system 1s the question of
whether there are common characteristics or attributes anong
those boys that make a good adjustment as compared to those
who are experiencing difficulty in the institutiocnal program,

The grading system has weaknesses and has bLeen
under evaluation by a committee appointed by the Sufper-
intendent, This committee resognized that the grading
system used at Boys! Training School is in effect three
different systems with each of the three institutional
divisions responsible for applyihg grades, utilizing its
own methods, Further question was raised regarding the
present grading forms since there are no prcvisiors for
relating behavior to eapacity for achievement,

It is possible for the grade to reflect a
single negative incldent during the marking period and
lends itself to subjectivity on the part of the rater,
The average institutional grade at Boys' Training School
is a B, and this comaittee feels that it would be an
advantage for grades to approach a more normal curve with
a C grade as both the median and mode,

This cormittee recommended revision of the present

grading forms and the promulgation of institutional



stanéards of behavlior for grsdirs nurposes, It was further
recommended that a revised gracdinz technigre would Inelude
a da!ly errade for each toy by each supervisor resronsible
for the boye A revised interdivisional grading form would
also provide sracse for dally written comnents reletive to
gslgnifieant behavior for that particular day, Thie,
accord?n= to the committese, would help to 1lnsure a more
consistart means for staff to appralse benavior,

Yowever, 1t would Yo possible uncer sucir a systen
for grades to be of greafer significance than should
rerhaps bs the case, It 1s doubtful that any evaluative
technique would be entirely free o subjectlivity,

In a letter to this writer, the United States
Childrens' EBureau does not advocate the use of an alrhae
betical cradlng system, Instead it is recomnended that
institutions be heavily laden with rewards snd privileces
and 1nmates would consequently wish to econform,

Despite the many weaknesses involved in the grading
system, we know that one institutional eoncern and gcal 13
the problem of conformity and in caecking acting-out
behavior.2 The monthly progress report and behavior rating

scale3 used by cottage parents 1n grading boys contalns

2Robert D, Vinter and Roger M, Lind, Staff Relatione
ships and Attitudes in a Juvenile Correctional Institution,
School of Soclal Work, UnIversIty of Mlchlzan, Ann Arbor
¥ichigan, (Ann Arbors Russell Sage Foundatlion, June, 1955),

PPe h3'510
3800 Appendix A,
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categories related to overt behavior and eompliancet fizhting,
disorderly in dormitory, disrespect, destruction of property,

L used by detail supers

otes The activity progress report
visors 1s much shorter in length but contains a section
invoiving behavior toward other boys and behavior toward

staff members, The citizenship rorm5 used by the academie
school 1s comparatively less concerned with overt behavior,

Purpose,=«With reecognition for the limitations
involving grades, we are confronted with the question of
what kinds of boys are falling into the various grede
categories, This writer has proceeded on the assumption
that the grade is one measure of gauging individually eone
ceived institutional adjustment primarily related to overt
behavior, Recognition is given to the possibility of the
lack of consistency relative to the meanings of the individual
grade categories, The possibility of the grade also reflecting
individual bias among personnel and individual interpretations
of behavioral expectations is considered,

The average monthly grade is used as a measure of
categorising institutional adjustment or adjustment as eone
ceived by personnel, This exploratory study is an attempt
to evaluate whether any constants are operating between doys
whose grades refleot excellent (A), good (B), below average

(C), or poor adjustment (D and U),

h800 Appendix B,
5809 Appendix C.,
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Hypothesise==The writer hypothesized that thoere are
differences in the inmates who fall into one of the four
grade categories, It is further hypothesiged that the inmate
whose adjustment 1s good or better is hizher in intelligenece,
is from a highly urbanized area, tends to be passive, and
has poor peer relations., Also that there is a correlation
between the psychological prognosis given to eottage parents
which prognosticates behavicr to be expected, and that the
boys predicted to be hostile and aggressive will in fact
receive relatively lower grades., Generally the “good adjuster®
has had previous social agency experience and has above
average social acuity which in turn enables him to “size-up"

a situation and improve his surface behavior with the ultimate
goal of an early release,

Scope and Method,=~Data was obtained through the
reading of case records, Various attritutes involving those
the inmats brings with him to the institution were isolated
and recorded on a schedule card, Also included were variables
within the institution: cottage, numrber of details, counselor
eontaets, club activities, classification, and behavior log.

There 1s no attempt within this study to evaluate
specifically what the grading system represents, Instead,
the focus is primerily concerned with the attributes and
experiences of the inmates falling within the various grade
oclassifications, The data is analyzed specifically within each
grade classification and 1s categorieally compared, It 1is
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not proposed that the variables used in this study ere the
most important since the list of variables can be expended

considerably,



CHAPTER II

PESCRIPTION AND HISTORY
OF BOYS' TRAINING SCHOOL

Boys'! Training School was established in 1855 and 1is
located in the heart of industrial Lansing, The School is
bordered by residential and commercial property and is incone
eplcuously fenced on three sides, Beveral buildings are of
Nineteenth Century origin, The grounds have the appearance
of a small, old college campus,

On October 30, 1919 the Board of Controll retained
an architect to make preliminary plans for the oxpanlion of
the institution, The architect had built the unique ecottage-
type institution at Dobbs Ferry, New York, The Board of
Control had decided on this type of institution after visiting
many around the countey,

From 1919 until 1925, the problems regarding the
institution centered primarily around the acquisition, pure
ochase and disposition of lands, In January of 1921, Governor
Groesbeck's message to the Legislature did not mention the
new institution, Also in 1921, the Board of Control was

abolished and the new Corrections Commission was successor to

1"Board of Control Minutes, 1919" (Michigan State
Department of Soeial Welfare, January 10, 1956), (Mimeo-
graphed,)

-7-



its rowers and duties, The Correcticns Cormissicn after
further study arreed on the cottaze-tyre irstitution,

A Governor's Committee in the early Fortles investis
cated and critically evaluated the Toys' Trelinlrge Schocl
prorra~ and recommended revision In custodisl feativres and
reemphasis on rehabilitation, The Legislature abolished
the Juverile Tnstitute Cormission and transferred its

2 controlling body

rowsrs to the Soclal Welfars Commlssion,
of the NMichiren State Terartmzont c¢f Coclal Welfare,

The 19£0 Leglslature3 authorized expenditures for
the constructicn of s sreclal trsatmznt center with security
fegtures at rural Whitmore Ieke,

At rresent, the Tralnin; School eonsistes of fourteen
cottazeetyre unlts, each ranzin: in maximum population fron
twenty-five to thirty six, Ffouslag the larger and usually
mcre as-ressive boys are the so called "big =s1de" cottages
of, ifalne, Chlo, Delaware, Californla, and ¥ontana, The
"intermediate"” cottazes consist of, Washinzton, Texas, Vira
€inla, and Pennsylvania, The "small™ cottezes are !lanesota,
Rhode Island, and Kansas, INlchizan fall is the reception
cottaze where all boys are housed upon admissione Colorado

Hgll 1s a clos=d cottarse especially suited for those boys

unable to function in the cpen program, Minnesota Hall 1is

2pct 22;, Michigan Public Acts, 1947.
3pet 160, Michican Public Acts, 1960,



usually reserved for those boys with more specific emotional
problems, Larger boys who cannot function at the Lansing
Unit may be transferred to the totsally closed program gt
Whitmore Lake,

The 1961 institutional budget is set up for 500 doys
and is set to handle a maximum of L0OO boys at the Lansing
Unit, The Whitmore lLake Unit 1s set up to handle a maximum
of 100 boys, The Whitmore Lake Unit was established as a
special treatmsnt unit for older, more aggressive boys who
cannot operate in the open program at Lansing, The Whitmore
Lake operation is independent in its operation and funetions
as a closed program, The Lansing Unit employs 185 fulletime
staff members and eleven partetime staff members, The
Whitmore Lake Unit employs fifty full-time people and six
partetime, The average 1961 cost per day is $9,.86 per inmate
of which the committing eounty pays one-half,

Boys are committed to the institution by the juvenile
judge in each of Michigan's eighty three counties within the
provisions of the Juvenile c:«:otlo.'4 For most practical purposes,
the administration of Boys' Training 8chool has no eontrol
of its intake, In 1949, old statutes regarding the instie
tution, one dating back to 1655, were repoalod.s "These o0ld

statutes were frequently pointed to as eontaining power to

hs.. Appendix D,

SBuckground of Aot 122, Publioc Acts 1953" (Michigan
State Department of Social Welfare), (Mimeographed,)
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limit intake but the Attorney General had held uniformly
that the 1925 acts superseded the 0ld ones so that boys
who were aggressively out of econtrol could not be returned
to the counties or ecourts whence they came "6

In 1951, legislation was introduced &gein conialaing
provisions for the return to the committing eounty of boys
found to be mentally or psychologlecally unfit for the proe
gram, This legislation was again defeated and apparently on
the strength of the need of probate judges to have a place
for custodial care of youngsters who could not be kept in
the commnnity.7

At present, boys can be returned to the eommunity
with the approval of the Social Welfare Commission if they
are found to dbe physically or mentally unable to profit from
the program, The committing judge is given a c¢ortain amount
of time to make a plan for the youngster. After that time,
he must pay the full cost rather than one«half of the pree
valling rate, The institution is obliged to retain the
youngster until the sourt indicates it has a plan, Only
infrequently is this particular provision used arnd considere
ation is usually given %0 the lengthy walting 1lists of other
types of institutions,

A youngster committed to the institution is usually

6Ib1d. p.]..

T1via, p.2.
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conveyed to the institution by a probstlion officer, e is
received by one of the six institutional counselors who
briefly explains the program, The youngster's possessions
are confiscated by the counselor who then accompanies him
to the hospital, After being examined at the hozpital the
new inmate 1s taken to Michigan Hall where he tekes a shower
and receives his institutional clothing,
During his two to four week stay in the reception
program, he i3 evaluated as well &3 indooctrinated as to
what is expected of him, Psychologlcal tests are admine
istered and the boy i1a briefly seen by a psychiatrist, A
ecounselor also sees the boy and prepares an admission
sunmary based primarily on history information, The boy is
discussed by the Gnge Planning Committee, consisting of the
casework supervisor, chief psychologist, and director of
training, A progream is planned and the boy is assigned to
a cottage, As soon as there is an opening in his assigned
cottage, the new youngster leaves Michigan Hall, His proe
posed cottage parent and detall supervisor receive a ocopy of
the new inmate's admission summary,
The Case Planning Committee classifies tae boy into
one of the following seven categorles:
la. Environmental Delinquentt These boys will show
1ittls or no personallty dlsturbance but have either
reacted to a specific situation or behaved like their
peer group, They may come from homes which have low

standards and loose supervision but usually have
fairly intact family situations,
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lb, Environmental Pelinquent: These boys will
usually show poor emotional controls and operate
under anxieties and tenslions, They usually lack
stable parental figures and are defective in their
identification, They are often negative to
authority and resent their commitment, They may
appear hostile or depressed at first,

2a, I'listurbed Delinquentt These boys have
experlenced emoEIona§ deprivations and loss of
adequate support for periods of time and will have
developed asocial patterns of behavior, Chronie
family conflicts and roor capacities for intere
personal relationships result in their acting out
thelr needs and conflicts, They usvally feel
inadequate and may withdraw, overecompensate, or
use symptom type defenses,

2be Disturbed Delinquent: These boys have sdopted
chronle behavior patterns, which make the neurotie
or prae-psychotic elements of their personalities
appear dominant, Their defenses are random or
consistently unadaptive,

3a, Cheracter Disordert These boys have usually
been In many different homes and/or situations

and have never been able to form lasting emotional
relationships, They have a history of continuous
dolinquent behavior and sn apparent lack of concern
or motivation to change, The borderline personality,
very severely retarded, chronic offender, ete,,
types it here, They will derive little from our
program and usually run into difficulties in any
social situation, Some variability of behavior is
expected, '

3b, Character Disorder: These boys are ths hardened,
set, chronle offenders that show primitive, asocial
behavior, They are most likely to ccntinue criminale
like activities, They eould be diagnosed as psychoe
pathino personalities, ochroniec agzgressive behavior
disorders, or severe personality defects, Theg will
be most likely to inhabit 5, earn a waiver to Ionia,
and be least likely to profit from our program,

Thoy will seldom settle down to apparent conformity,

e Mental Defective: These individuals operate on
a level of Tnadequacy and, because of a lack of
mental ability, need social care, education, and
institutionalisation, They may be characteriszed
not oanly by a lack of ability to care for theme




selves, but also by an incapacity to use effectively
whatever abilities they do have, They will test to
funotion low on the Weochsler Scale and show severe
academic limitations, They will not be expected to
profit from our program and will be rscommended to
other institutions,

During Michigan Hall reception, the new inmeto hears
orientation discussions by the school principsl, a psychole
ogist, the social service director, and a chaplain, ¥e
participates in a tour of the vocational shops,

Generally, he becomes acquainted with various
opportunities, rules, procedures, and expecteations, Each
inmate is given a booklet containing facts the new boy should
know, Quoting from this booklets "Try to set for yourself
some aims which will aid you in meking & good record, It is
absolutely necessary to have a good record before any plans
to let you go home can be worked out, Also, try to set up a
1ist of "DON'TS"®, This would be a list of the things whiech
if you do them will keep you here at BVS longer.... Everyone
will help you if you give them a chance, You hsve more
people interested in you here than you have ever had before
in your life.”a

Various rules ere explained, Visits take place cn
week days only and only one special visit (Saturday, Sunday,
or holiday) 1s permitted, Cnly relatives are allowed to

visit and each boy is allowed only one visit each month,

B”Fncts the New Boy Should Know About Boys'! Vocational
Sehool"™ (no date), pele (Mimeographed,)
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Off grounds privileges are granted after a boy has been in
the institution for one month and has a B grade average,
Home visits are allowed after he has been in the institution
for three months, has not truanted for two months and has

a B grade average for the previous month,

Though not affecting the boys involved in the sample
group, the visiting rules were revised as of March 1, 1961,
Off grounds visits will not be allowed until the boy has been
in the program for a full two months, Home visits ean take
place only after five months in the institution and the
possibility of a visit 1s discussed by the Review Committee,
The boy must have had a B grade average with no grade lower
than a C4, The revision in the visitation rule is based on
the opinion that the boy is not ready for a home visit before
this time nor is the committing county ready to sceept him
back so soon, If a home visit is eonsidered to be of
therapeutic value, yet the youngster doces not otherwise
qualify, the Case Conference Committee may approve such a
visit,

The Case Conference Committee is composed of the
superintendent, director of training, director of home 1life,
and one trained social worker who is the casework supervisor,
This committee 1s considered to be the ultimate treatment
concerned organ, Youngsters are put on a list to be discussed
by this committee, usually because of overt behaviort: running

avay, repetitive fighting or a vicious fight, destruetion of
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property, disrespect, refusing to work, smoking, ete. This
committee also decides which boys are to be sent to the
Whitmore Lake Unit,

Boys are allowed three cigarettes per day, one after
each meal, if they have written parental permission, Cigare
ettes are dispensed by cottage parents and boys are watched
throughout the smoking period, Boys apprehended smoking in
unauthorized areas, carrying matches or eigarettes forto%t
thelir smoking privileges for two weels, If a boy does not
have a smoking permit, he is restricted for five days from
the evening recreational activities, A boy returning from a
home visit with unauthorized merchandise (cigarettes, ecandy,
gum, ete,) will have his off-grounds visiting privilege
revoked for an indefinite period of time, Case Conferense
action is necessary to reinstate this privilege.

If an organized group, supervised by a staff member,
is planning a fleld trip for off-grounds activities the
following proeedure is usedt the supervisor screens the
group and deletes those boys who eannot profit from the
experience or who ecannot assume the responsibility. The
11st is submitted to the department head who further screens
the list and forwards the list to the director of educational
training, The approved list will then be returned to the
supervisor in charge of the activity,

Discipline is interpreted to be a meaningful learning

experience and to help develop controls as opposed to punishe
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ment, Corporal punishment is not to be used and physical
restraint is used only when absolutely necessary to prevent
injury,.

A several cell detention unit 1s maintained for boys
involved in rule infractions, This unit is referred to as
Number Five, Number Five contains a Bible, steel door, and
mattress plus other bare necessities, A boy remains in his
eell in Number Five until officlally ordered to be released,
No provision for exercise is made while being retained in
Number Five,

Cottage 1life is varied and to some degree is affected
by the personality of the cottage parent, Some cottage
parents do not allow ping pong as they do not like the noise,
The noise tolerance is an individual variable. Each cottagze
develops its own unwritten rules to perform the otherwise

routine schedule,



CHAPTER III
METHODS AND PROCEDURES

The sample group consists of all new intake, exclusive
of parole violators, for the months of September, October,
and November of 1960, Each record was read and the data
recorded on a schedule card.1

Only the first five full months of the individuals'
institutional life was considered in this study, For
example: If a youngster was admitted on September 15, the
months of October, November, December, January, and
February were used to measure the factoras included in the
schedule card,

When a youngster is first admitted, he is automae
tically assigned to Michigan Hall for the admission process,
The inmate is usually assigned to Michigan Hall for a two
week period or until he receives his regular cottage
assignment, Upon leaving Michigan Hall each inmate is
given an alphabetical grades however, the Michigan Hall
grade was not used for this study, Michigan Hall grades
are significantly lower than grades given in regular
cottages, While housed in Michigan Hall, a youngster 1is

1800 Appendix E,

-17-



18-

obviously more sullen or anxious while becoming acquainted
and while learning what is expected of hinm,

Each month a grade sheet is compiled whioh records
for each inmate four alphabetical grades, The first grade
is assigned by the cottage parent, the second grade by the
detail supervisor, and the third grade by the acadenmis
school, The fourth grade is the monthly average grade,

For each member of the sample group, the first five monthly
average grades, exclusive of the Michigan Hall grade, are
averaged thereby placing each inmate into one of the

following grade classificationst

A 1,0 through 1,

B 1,6 through 1,

g} 2,0 exclusive

B 2¢2 th.rough ZQh

c 2.6 through a possible 5.0

For examplet If an inmate admitted in September
received a B grade average for October, a C grade average
for November, a B grade average for December, a C grade
average for January and a B grade average for February,
he would have an overall average of 2.4, This inmate
would be placed in the 2,2 tarough 2,4 B grade category,

The five categories listed above were used as
distinctive categories, It was hypothesized that there
were differences among inmates falling into the various
grade classifications,

This writer noted that in the five unit grading
techunique (A, B, C, D, U,), the average institutional



grade was a B, This would imply that most boys, despite
their extreme acting-out histories, were able to make a
relatively reasonable adjustment,

If the inmate is age sixteen or older, he may choose
not to participate in the academic program, IHe would,
therefore, have two detall grades each month in addition to
the cottaze grade, The cottage grade 1s worth the equivalant
of two grades, If a boy receives an A grade 1In the cottage,
a C grade in school, and a ¢ grade on his detall, his
monthly average grade is a B,

The grade is important since eertain privileges
depend on the monthly average grade, A boy may not, if he
is otherwise eligible, have a home visit unless he has a
B grade average for the previous month, With or without
intent, the grade can function as an incentive system and
il seen by inmatas as a tangible evaluative technique
measuring how personnel view the inmate's adjustment,

In a preliminary statistical survey involving the
months of June, July, September, October, November, and
December of 1960, a total of 5,633 grades were applied,

The A grade ca%tegory represented sliphtly over 237 of the
total grades, The B grade catezory represented slightly
over SL7 of the total, The C grade category represented
slightly over 177 of the total, The D and U grade eategory
represented under 6% of the total,

The month of August is omitted from the following
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tablo because the entire seademic school 1s on vacation and

grade application 1is delegated to other personnel,

wvere omitted from this table,

TOTAL GRADES RECFIVFD BY
I'TMATSS IN A SIX MCNTH FERIOD

TABLE 1

All split grades (changing detalls during the month)

Cottage School Detail
Eonth A B ¢ D Ul a B C D U]JA B ¢ DU
une 51 162 62 16 12 L4S 193 67 -9 2 P17 119 4B 310
uly sy 176 59 15 1} 46 189 79 13 O QP13 117 S3 2 3
epte 77 61 58 2ﬁ 1 39 215 50 E 1 ps1 37 31
cte 53 81 55 1 9 [6 215 99 0 p22 147 33 5 3
ov, Zl 97 39 11 8| 27 216 é1 7 O Q10135 35 Z 6
Dac, | 9 71 80 21 Y4 29 222 s6 2 1 P29 117 ©oO 3
Totals |375 1048 331 100 57| 232 1250 372 4O L [706 771 256 26 26

of total grades,

No good explanation ocan be given for the diserepancy
The lesser total of detail grades could be

explained by the great number of detail changes resulting in

split grades and our econsequent omission of split grades,

or lower 1s a ¢grade of negative sanction,

school rarely cives a lower than C grade,

From this chart it becomes apparent that a C grade

The academie

Most A grades

are given on the detail and the most U grades in the cottage.

This raises an interesting question of differences among

divisional practices or the possibility of behavioral

differences of inmates between the divisions,
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The average length of time in the institution ls
eight and one-half months, It was soon learned that more
information ocould have been compiled if the sample group
included inmates whose entire institutional confinement was
available for analysis rather than just the first five months,

There are several important limitations as a result
of the methods employed, Some accuracy is lost through the
process of averagingj recalling that the Institution averages
the three grades each month and the writer averaged the monthly
average grades over a five month period, Perhaps of more
importance 1s the fact that we are not entirely sure what
the grade represents as discussed in Chapter 1.2 There are
many difficulties for the individuals involved in the
application of grades particularly in attempting to eguate
motivation, overt dehavior, and effort to improve. Through
an examination of the forms used as criteria for the
application of grades, it appears that considerable weight
is given to conformity and overt behavior,

Another serious limitation involves the nature of
case records themselves, Several categories of information
contained on the schedule card were of necessity obtained
from the material supplied by the local committing eourt,
There were vast differences in the quality and quantity of the

material submitted by the courts, Several courts merely

2300 page 2,
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forwarded legal materlal incicatlng that the younzster was
adjudicated and legally committed, 1In such cases the
Social Service Depertment of the Institution vsually sends
a letter requesting history information, but in several
cases there was no response from the courts,

Other ecourts made a practice of sutmitting coples
of running recorcs as recorded by the courts, In many
cases these records were lengthy and laden witin legal
information regarding offenses and court hearings, 1In
many instances, these records were difficult to decipher
because of the poor quality of the recordod material,

In some instances, case historles were available
giving desoription of the youngsters Lome, schcol experiencet,
parents, peers ard offenses, In all casec, legal papers
were made avallable to the lnstitutlon,

Because of the wide varlation in ecourt supplied
information, certain varlables were unusable and the validity
of others was questionable as discussed in the next chapter.
Tae writer ocould not be certain that Jinformation was not
omitted in the information supplied by the courts, For
instance, the writer could not assumc that a youngster had
not had other institutional experlence simply because 1t
was not stated on the material from the social history,

Counselors are responsible for writing a social
history regarding the youngsters assigned to them for intake,
The information eontained in this summary is obtained from
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five primary sourcest court papers, hospital reports,
psychological report, psychiatric report, and the youngster
himself, Certain categories of information used in the
study relied on this social historyt height, welght, age,
race, rural or urban, deprivation, other agency experience,
school grade, interests, offenses, length of time known to
the court, and peer relations., Where possible, this informa-
tion was corroborated with other reports and court papers,
However, the limitation due to the questionable validity of
the information is an important factor, In several cases,
the dbulk of the history was provided by the youngster himself,
In all respects this study is regarded as exploratory.
It encompasses several areas that are worthy of study all
their own, The grading system itself is a research entity,
Primarily this study is coneerned with attributes of
youngsters falling within the established grade classifications,



CHAPTER IV
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

Total admissions, exclusive of parole violators,
for September, October, and November of 1960 numbered 140,
Six records of this sample were unavailable for reading and
analysis at the time of the study, The writer's own cases
were omitted from the sample group and their number totaled
eight cases, Therefore, 126 cases composed the total sample
group, It was discovered, after all the data had bdeen
collected, that one case of the 126 had to be omitted from

the sample since the writer had failed to record the grades,

TABLE 2

ADNMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER,
OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER

OF 1960
Reocords Unavailable Writer's
Month Admissions Read Records Cases
Sept, 39 38 1 0
Oct, 2 37 1 [
Nov, 59 S1 L L
Totals 140 126 6 8

A study completed in 1954 reports an average of thirty

eight commitments per month with the higher admissions

2l
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oceuring between the months of September and April.; These
results are consistent with the present study and this does
appear to be a consistent pattern,

Of the 125 total sample group, fifteen boys were
unable to be classified into one of the grade classifications
since they were transferred to the Whitmore Lake Unit prior
to a five month stay at the Lansing Unit, Therefore, these
fifteen boys are eonsidered to be in a separate category,

designated Whitmore Lake throughout this study,

TABLE 3

DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE
WITHIN GRADE CATTGORIES

Number Percent
Whitmore Leake 15 12
A 17 1
B (1,6-1,8) 26 21
B (2,0) 25 20
B (2,2-2.}) 18 1
0 2L 19
Total 125 100

In a preliminary survey, 5,633 grades were analyzed
over a 8ix month poriod.2 These were not average grades but
were specific grades as applied by personnel, The following

ljalter P, S, Chun, Intake of Boys' Vocutioni; School,
1954, Unpublished Masters Thesls, ﬁnIverliEy of Miohigan,

_ 8chool of Social Work,

2800 page 20,
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table gives the pereentage breakdown of the specifie grades
as compared to the percentages of the averages of the sample

groupe

TABLE 4

PERCENTAGE CCMPARISONS OF THE SANPLE
AVFRAGES AND THE SPECIFIC GRADFS FCR
A SIX MONTH PHERIOD

Pereents of Percents of
S8ample Averages| Specifie Orades

15 2,3.7

63 545
21 17.7

) § 3.0

0 1.1

Total 100 100

The boys transferred to Whitmore Lake are omitted from
this table,

Only one boy in the sample group received an overall
D grade average for the five month period while no one
received a U grade average, In the above table, if the C,
D, and U categories of the specifioc grades are compared
with the C grade category and D grade category of the sample
averages, their totals are comparable, The greatest dis-
parity 1s between the A and B grade oatogori;l. This d4is-
parity can be explained by the double weight of the ecottage
grade and the fact tnat three grades are taken into eonsider-

ation for the monthly averages, Considering the above, the
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sample averages seem to be reascnably consistent with overall
percentages of specifiec grades,

Also, in analyzing the above table it can be seen
that 787 of the sample group received a B or higher average
and 787 of the specific grades were B or higher, Though the
samples are amall when broken into categories, we might
speculate that the data obtained is an indicatlon of certsin
trends,

Intelligence test scores were recorded for each boy
including the verbal, performance and full scale scores. The
Weschler Intelligence Scale for Children and the Weschler
Intelligence Scale for Adults 1s used to determine intelligence
depending on the ege of the youngster, IHowever, of the total
admissiona for the three month sample period, forty one boys
received test scores based on previous tests or estimate
scores based on projective test results, Ninty two dboys were
given only four subetests, Using the classifigcation system of
the institutional psychologists, intelligence is droken down
in the following table according to grade category,

Test results for one C category youngster were not
available, Analysis of this table indicates that there is
an overall increase in intelligence while moving from the
lowess category (C) to the highest (A), Of the total sample
group 81,57 were classified average or below, 37.17 were
classified in categories below average, and 18,57 were

classified in categories above average,
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TABLE S

DISTRIBUTION OF INTELLIGENCE
ACCORDING TO GRADE CLASSIFICATION

——
A B B B (o} Whit- [Total
’ 106...1.8 2.0 2.2"2.& nore
[Pefective 1 1
rderline
fective 2 3 1l 6
l @vorago 3 18 8 9 3 39
verage 12 13 13 6 6 |ss
gh @vornso 1 2 2 2 1 8
bovoélvorago 1 1 1 3
1ght Averagel 2 2 2 3 9
erior 1 1 1 3
ﬁtl% 17 26 2l 18 24 15 12k

In the C category over 5,% of the total sample were

elassified delow average, over 17¥ for the A eategory, aand

over 387 for the B category,

The A eategory has the highest

pereentage within the average classifiesation while the C

sategory has the lowest number within the average classifi.

eation,

The following table gives the percentage breakdowns,
Bxamination of this table indicates that there are similarities

between the 2,2 to 2,4 B category and the C category.

Both

categories have a high percentage falling below average in

intelligenee yeot have a comparatively large percentage above
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TABLE 6

PERCENTAGES OF INTELLIGZNCE
WITHIN GRADE CATEGORIES

A B B B C White
1.6-1.8 2.0 : 2.2‘2.’4 more
Below
Average 17 30,7 41.5 LL sl 26,7
Average 70 50 sl 27T | 25 Lo
Above
Average 11,6 11,5 Lhel 277 20,8 33.3

average, These two categories combined have a total of 448,57
above average while a combination of the A eategory and the
high B category (1.6-1,8) represents only 23,1% of their
total, This indicates that the boys reeeiving the lower
institutional grades are primarily below average in intel-
ligence yet in comparison to the other eategories have a
sisable percentage above average in intelligence. The boys
receiving the higher institutional grades are predominantly
within the average range of intelligenece with a sprinkling
above and below average.

Boys within the sample transferred to the Whitmore
Lake Unit have the highest percentage of youngsters above
average in intelligence. Compared to the C eategory, the
boys transferred to Whitmore Lake are generally higher in
intelligence., Compared with the A category, the Whitmore
Lake category has more boys above average in intelligence.

Comparing the A and C category, the C category has more than
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three times as many youngsters below average in intelligence,
The C category is the only category to have a boy within the
defective range of intellizence.

The writer was interested in the relationship betwsen
grades and rural or urbah residence of the committed youngaters,
It soon became apparent that this was one of the least
relisble categories amenable to reporting with any degree of
accuracy, Obstacles were involved in determining rurale
urban oriteria, but more important, this eould not be
evaluated without a study of the geographical residence of
each member of the sample, Therefore, the writer isolated
the southern tier of counties which represents a sisable
portion of the overall institutional population.3 These
counties are Genesses, Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne, Wayne
County alone 1s allocated 507 of the weekly institutional
admissions, These five counties are listed as the urban
category in the following table while all of the remaining
seventy eight Michigan ecounties are listed as rurai,

Analysis of this table must proceed with caution
since in reality the results are directly related to the
five counties mentioned above versus Michigan's other seventy
elght sounties, Yot we may continue to speculate, as a
result of the data, regarding rural and urban differences}

of the total, 15,67 are classified as rural, The C category

3Ivid., pe 25.
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TABLE 7

XURAL AVD URBAN BITAKNCWN
ACCORDING TO GRADE CATEGORY

Cc B B B A Wwnitmore
2.2 200 1,6
|

U
15]9 5'13 13|12 9]17 71wl 8|7

R | T R | U R ' U R U R U

has the highest percentage of it's total classiflied as ruralee
62,5%, Moving to the next catecory (2,2-«B), there ia a
rather sharp contrast since only 27,87 of this group are
classified as rural, The 2,0«B, A, and Whitmore categories
are relatively evenly divided in the rural and urban
slassifications, The 1,6=B classification is comparadble

to the 2,2«B category in its percentage within the urban
classificatiocn,

The helght of each boy was recorded on his resjective
schedule card as measurad by the institution hospital upon
admission, The following table indicates height in relation
to grade classification,

It 18 easlly seen by using the median as the oriterion
that height progresses with each inorease in the grade
catesories, The average helght is considered unreliable
since the sample 1s small and grossly affected by the high
extreme, The boye receiving the C grades are by far

smaller as a group when compared to the other grade categories.
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TABLE B

NCY NISTRIARUTICN OF HIIGAT
IN RELATION TO

GRADE CLASSIFICATION

Height

(in inches)

2.,2B

2.,0B

1,6B

White
more

N Hwwonivd DD N

> DWW V-

1

W WMWK W

> NRWE RWNE R

p |

™ W RNEEN & e

Y WY YTy Y

Average
Height

503"

5t9"

5eg

517"

Se7™

seg"

Range

(in inches)

56=67

59-75

58-71

62«75

60=73

64-72

Median
Helight

52"

S5

516"

507"

57"

58"

The boys receiving the A grades and the boys transferred to

Whitmore Lake are the tallest with a median height of S'8",

The Whitmore category is the most compact of all categories

in 1ts range and relative uniformity of height,

The greatest

range occurs in tne B categories and the B categories also




contain the taller boys,
At the time of admission, age was recorded and the

following table combines age and race,

TABLE 9

FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF AGE AND RACE
IN RELATICN TO GRADE CLASSIFICATION®

(+] 2.2B 2.,0B 1.6B A Whitmore
Age
W NiMiw]n M iw | NIMHWIN |IM UWw ¥ |NM N Il M
32 E2 |2 1
33 k2 111102 2 1
AHHH AR AE AR Rk
3 2 31 1§3
16 UEW FAE '33 8619 1 4|2
Eotal';nh 7111l ofl16] 9jlo 2|9 | s}j12] 2 915 | 1

*Key: W--White, N-~Negro, M-Mexican,

Analysis of this table reveals that age, like height,

also increases with each step up in the grade categories,
The C category boys are the youngest as a group and the A
category boys are the oldest, Within the C category L45.8%

are Negroes, Combining Mexican and Negro frequencies within

the C category indicates that their total represents 62,5%
of the sample, The lowest B category also has a high
frequency of Negroes or 61,17 with no Mexicans in this
category, The highest B category has a high frequency of
Negroes and Mexicans or 53,87, Within the A category only
29,47 are Negroes or Mexicans, Negroes represent 37.6% of

the total sample while Negroes and Mexicans combined
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represent 87 of the total sample,

Slightly over 70% of the boys within the A category
were sixteen years of age at the time of admission, This 1is
the oldest legal age for commitment, Not one C category
white boy was sixteen years o0ld at admission, The high B
group also contains a high percentage of sixteen year olds
while there is more dispersion among the other groups, Only
in the two lowest grade categories do Negroes out number
whites, Negroes represent the smallest percentage of all
categories in the A group. No boy in the A group was
younger than fifteen years, Examination of this table
reveals a trend among Negroes, The older the Negro the
more likely he is to receive progressively higher grades,

The iongth of time a youngster was known to juvenile
authorities prior to commitment was also recorded, This is
considered to be a fairly reliable category since most
eourts forwarded this information among their commitment
papers, The following table gives the time known by courts
prior to commitment,

Considering all the categories, most boys are kaown
by their courts for three years or less, As a group,
Whitmore Lake boys have been known to courts for the longest
period of time, Recalling that A category boys are also the
oldest as a group, it is interesting to note that as a
group they have been known to their respective courts for

the shortest period of time,
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TABLR 10

LENGTR OF TIME KNOWN TO COURT
IN RELATION TO GRADE CATEGORY

: c 2.2B lz.on 1.6B A lmitmro Tosal

ars

1 9 8 9 2 0
SRR N
s s 3 3| 2 1 12
5 . 1 1 1 1 y
bbom| 3] 2] ] 2] 2] f ]
E::::@ 2,2 | 3|28 | 2.7] 2.2 bk

The writer was also interested in whether or nots there
is a relationship between previous to commitment ageney exper=-
ience and grades, The following table relates previous ‘gcnoy
experience to grades, Five categories are eonsidered, The
first probation is used only if there is no indication in the
record that other services were used., Previous institutional
experience is another category, If the youngster has bdeen in
boarding home placements grrangod by an ageney, this 1is
considered as a separate category., If a youngster was placed
with relatives as a result of agency planning, this 1is also
considered as a separate category. Youngsters who have
received psychological or psychiatric treatment are also
isolated into a separate category. This table is concerned
with overall frequency; therefore, boys may fall within
several categories,

Analysis of this table indicates that of the total
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TABLE 1)

OTHER AGWNCY EXPERIENCE PRIOR TO CCMMITMINT
ACCOCRDING TO GRADE CLASSIFICATION

F Whit
c 2.,2B | 2,0B 1.,6B A more Total
T 7 1 2 1 1 2 1
Pp 1 11 16 17 11 6 T4
BH ﬁ 4 4 2 Lé 23
I 2 1l 2 19
R 1 0 3 1 1l p § 7
Total| 30 21 27 2 17 18 137
Key? Te-treatment, Pre-prohbation, BH-<boarding home,

I.=institution, R-erelatives,

sample group seventy four boys or sligchtly over 597 received
only probationary services prior to Boys' Training Schocl
commitment, If a boy received supplemental service to
probation, probation in such cases was not recorded, Therec-
fore, the actual frequency of probation services is much
higher,

Boys in the C and Whitmore Lake categories have the
highest frequency of boys with prior institutional experience.
This institutional experience involves all types of insti=-
tutions other than Boys' Training Schocl, A total of
nineteen youngsters in the sample group had other institutional
experience,

Fourteen youngsters in the total sample had received
some form of psychiatric or psychological treatment prior to
commitment, FExactly 507 of this total are within the C

category alone, Other than the C eategory, no category
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oontains more than two youngsters who have received treatment,

On the basis of this table, we might speculate that
the boys who received poor institutional grades and the boys
who are transferred to Whitmore Laxe are more seriously
disorganised as judgzed by their prior commitment experiences,
Large percentages of these two categorles received other
than solely probationary sarvices, Taking into consideration
that the C category boys are also the youngest, it is all
the more interesting to note that they recelved a considerable
variety of services, Commitment to Boys' Training School
may be looked upon as a failure of these services for these
particular boys,

Some thirty boys have had living experiences in
private homes other than with their parents, Only those
situations arranged by courts or private agencies were
eounted, The 2,0B category, l.6B category and the A category,
are fairly consistent with probation having been the most
frequently used prior to comnitment servioe.

The writer was interested in recording life and home
experiences of the youngsters, particularly in relation to
what might be categorized as deprivation, It is almost
impossible to know a youngsoter's life experiences without
writing a summary of each individual and his situation,
However, eighteen categories were established which inde-
pendently and collectively in some manner affects the

psychosocial development of the individual, Most of the
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frequencies in the eighteen catezcries were obtained from
sourt papers and therefore, we are not assured of complete-
ness. However, most courts seemed to report this informa-
tion as if it had significant bearing on understanding the
youngster, In most cases the language used in the following
table is as reported by the various courts., The value

judgements are those of the eourt personnel,

TABLE 12

EIGHTEEN CATEGORIES OF CEPRIVATION
AND THEIR FREQVJENCY ACCORDIRG
TO GRADE CLASSIFICATION

c A

6 2 2 22
Home good 3 -2 2 g g L 23
Father alooholle 3 r L 2 3 3 e3
Father abusive 9 i 3 3 |2 2 20

Pather abandoned 3 ] 1 2 0 2
3ib(s) delinquent |33 \ 7 6 l 6 33
8ib(s) retarded 1 2 1 1 1 1 7

Mother alcoholie 2 1 0 1 1 0
Mother immoral . 7 5 N 3 2 3 Zz
Mother abandoned 3 1 1 1 2 2 10
Parents divorced 3 4 8 6 7 l 29
Parents separated | 3 1 3 L | o 1 12
Parents deceased i 2 3 5 1 5 17
Neglect petition i 2 0 2 1 5 1y
Drug addict 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Parent probation 6 1 1 2 0 1 1
|8even or more sibs| ¢ g L 6 3 3 27
Mother working 10 7 S - 1 27

S 8, |46 1s2 |s8 |36 fuy

This table by no means gives the full range of the
many nRegative experiences of the boys, This is partieularly
true of the C category boys. The table does not include




-39~

important factors such as: illegitimacy, degree of abuse
and neglect, mental illness of a parent, the degree of
rejecticn, parental institutionalization, incidence of direct
relief and ADC, or physical incapacity of a parent, In only
twenty three cases did the courts feel that there was no
evidence of deprivation,

Despite the incompletensess of thils table, 1t does
tend to indicate the general disorganization withln the
families of the committsd youngstors, In this restricted
group of variables, it can be seen that the C category boys
have the highest incidence per boy, DlNMore oclearly, each boy
within the C category has on an average of 3,5 frequencies
within the eighteen variables, The Whitmore Lake category
is next hlghest with a 2,9 average., The lowest B category
1s next with an average of 2,5 per boy, The 2,0B ecategory
has a 2,1 average and the 1.,6B category and the A category
have an average of 2,2,

Thirty eight of the boys had sibs who were delinquent
as reported by the courts, Forty one youngsters have family
backgrounds where the parents are either divorced or
separated, Fifty elight youngsters were products of situations
where the parents were divorced, separated or one parent
deceased, The incidence of abuse, alcoholism and parental
immorality is also high, By examining this table, it can De
seen that the C category youngsters lead the frequencies in

eleven of the variables, It is interesting to note that



l0-

slightly over 33% of the parents of Whitmore Lake boys at
one time or another sppesred in juvenile eourt as the
result of dependence and neglect petitions filed on behalf
of their children, This probably accounts for the longer
length of time known to the court prior to commitmént of
the Whitmore Lake boys.h

The kind of offense, but not the frequency of each
offense was recorded for each boy, The author ¢onsiders
this category to be fairly accurate as this information
seemed to be rather consistently reported on ecourt papers
as if to jJustify commitment,

Surprisingly, the 1,6B category in comparison with
the other categories has a high frequenecy within the
aggressive type offenses of assault, malicious destruction
of property, armed robbery, and sexual offenses, As a
group, the 1,6B category has the highest number of kinds of
offenses per boy or 3,9 varieties of offenses per boy.
Considering the young age of the C category boys, they have
a high incidence of 3.6 varieties of offenses per boy, The
A eategory has the smallest or 2,8,

Truancy hes the highest frequency of overall
offensesj and in every case except one in the total sample,
truancy was related not only to school but to the home as

well, The courts seem to use the label incorrigibility if

uSee Table 10, pe 35
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TABLE 13

KINDS Or OFr=NsnS COMMITT=D 3Y TIZ BOYS
A8 REPORTED BY COURTS
ACCORDING TO SRADE CLASSIFICATION

?“

¢ |2.28 | 2.08|1.68] & |¥Bi%" hosa
Lareeny il ¥} 15 13 3 8 | 67
Breaking &
entering 19 1L 18 15 6 717
Truanoy 15 11 ] 16 1 15 b1 Y 10 | 81
Unlawfully driving 1
away an automobile| 6 s 9 | 12 L 7 143
Incoérigiblo 8 s 1 7 7 é6 39
Assauls N 5 L 17 s L |42
Malioious destrue- B
tion of property 8 k L 7 L 3|30
Arl.; robbery % O {1 b} 2 2 4 |13
Sexusl offense 3 3 6} s 1 2 | 20
Manslaughter o | o 0 % o | o 2| 2
Curfew violator . | 3 | » o| 1] o 2| 6
Pureq snatohing 1 {2 1| 2| o 1| s
Carrying oconcealed
weapons 2 | o of 1| 2 1] 6
Dyrunk % dilordor;y 0 0 1 | 1 1 1 4
Arsck B 1 1 2 0 o} s
Shop 1ifting g 1 2 {1 0 o] 9

the p‘rontl complain of an inability to control the youngster.
Though truancy is high throughout all the categories, it
leads in frequency for only the A and Whitmore categories,
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Breaking and entering and larceny are the next
categories Jn frequency. However, these categories are
relatively low 1n frequency withip the A and Whitmore
categorles, There is no incidence of arned robbery in the
C category and the Whitmore category is high with four,

This table 18 somewhat misleading to the extent that
it gives no indication of the intensity of delinquent
activities, The reacer i1s reminded that thls table slmply
gives the varlety of offenses comnithted by youngsters but
not the number of actual delinquent acts, Therefore, it is
possible for the A category boys tn have commnitted more
acts of larceny than say the C catecory boysa.

The behavior log of each boy was read and the number
of wrlte-up35 a8 well as the reason for the write-ups was
recorded, The following table records the actual number of
write-ups for the youngsters within the various grade
classifications,

The results of this table support the contention
that grades are applied as a reflection of overt behavior,
Clearly the C category boys are giving the institution the
biggest problem through hostile and aggressive acts, The
number of behavior complaints decreases proportionately with

each step increase of the grade categcries,

sTho term write-up refers to the procedure of
personnel submitting short written reportson s youngster's
negative behavior,
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STAFF 'ZMETRS ACCOPDIM3 TO GRADE CLASSIFICATION

ol le

TAPLY 1)

c 2.23 2,03 1,63 A Totsal
Fighting 36 20 18 12 L 90 ]
Smoking b 14 11 5 6 0 37
Impudent 1 1 0 1 L
Cottaze 3 5 L 0 10
School 19 7 C 3 0 30
Church 6 o 2 1 0 9
! Truant 12 L 3 2 1 23
Saugzling 1 0 2 3 1 7
Disobeying 2 6 2 ) § 0 10
Refusal to
work 1 0 2
Horseplay 2 2 12
Plot to |
assauls 0 2
Stealing 7 e 3 b}
Drinking on
home visit 0 0 G 2 0 e
Disrespect 6 3 0 0 2 11
Sex 9 1 l 0 0 1
Destruetion 1 0 1 0 0 2
Detail 5 1 6 1 0 13
Swearing l 1l 0 0 0 2
_Hone 1 0 3 4 9 17
Total 130 65 53 47 21 10
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If a complaint originated in the cottage, detall,
or school, yet could not be classed in any of the other
categories, 1t was recorded as cottege, detail or school,
The same i1s not true for the church since all write-ups
originating from the church were recorded &s such, All the
write-ups in the church category origlnated in the
Protestant Church wilth none originating in the Cetholie
Church,

The C category beys lead in frequency in most of
the categories of tehavior complaints, The C category
boys are particularly high in fighting, smoking, school,
truant, stealing and sex complaints, Ye% they are
reasonadbly low 1n frequency in behavior complalints that
could be classified as a direct affront to authority
figures such as disrespsct, impudence, refusal to work and
plot to assault, These s8ame categories are generally and
rather surprisingly low in frequency in considering
attitudes toward authority held by the boys,

Fighting, smoking, school trouble and truancy in
this order are the most frequent institutlional probhlems,
This writer notlced a tenldancy for school officials to
sometines hold their bensvior complalints until sevarsl were
complled on & single youngster and then to submit tais
list to the traininz director, This was leas frequently
done 1n the cottaze or on the detall, However, this

technique seemed to bs used when more drastlc action was



desired such as removal of the younzsster or Case Ccnference
aetion,

Recalling that C category boys are ths youngest and
smallest group, we can surmise regarding their aspirations
and needs through the realization that they lead ths field
in fighting, smoking and otaer such violations, We could
further deduce that they, as a group, are more hostlle,
have greater baslic nceds, and caanot trust, rely, or
interact freely with other people, Tha frequency of their
bahavior revorts would indicete t hat they have not learned
controls or more simply, cannot control themsslves,

The 2,23 and the C category boys comblned are
resyponsihle for 627 of all hehavior complaints, Alone

the C catesory boys are responsible for 117 of all behavior

complaints,
TABLE 15
AVERAGE WUMBER OF WRITE-UPS PER BOY
ACCCRDING TO GRAPE CLASSIFICATION
C 2,28 2,08 1,68 A
Seli L0 2.3 2,0 1.0

The C category boys average slightly over five
write~ups per boy while the A category boys average only
slightly over one write-up per boy.

In every grade category, fighting is the most
frequent rule infractior while the A category boys have no
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smoking infractions, As has been the case in almost every
table, there are many similarities in the C and 2,2B cate-
gories with the 2,2B caterory always slightly below the

C category bdboys,

The Whitmore Lake boys were omitted from this
table since this information was not aveailable at Lansing,
and they had not necessarily been in the Lansing Unit
five oonsecutive months,

An attempt was made to classsify boys according to
their psychological and psychiatric diagnosis, This
developed to be an almost impossible task because of the
wide variety of psychological adjectives used, In addition,
there apreared to be differences in interpretation of
psychological terms between the psychologists and the
psychiatrist, The usual practice of making psychologicall
available prior to the psychiatric evaluation i1s not used
at Boys' Training Schoocl, Consequently, there were many
of what appeared to be conflicting diagnosis such as
one discipline diagnosing a boy as neurotic while the other
discipline disgnosed the same boy as a character disorder,
Many other discrepancies were found ranging from "no
pathology" to "schisophrenic tendencies™, Eight such
apparent discrepancies were found in the C eatezory alone
or in one-third of the cases,

At one point the writer attempted to deduce a
diagnosis on the basis of the psychiatric or psychological
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summaries, but this became too Judgmental end unreliable,
However, several categories were developed which utilized
the terminology supplied in the summaries, The psychological
reports were lengthier which enabled the psychologists to

be more encompassing in their descriptions and to include a
greater range of diagnostic possibilities, The following
table therefore, does not include all members of the sample
but only those where the following dlagnoses were srecified
in the psychiatric or psychological report, This table does
not lend itself to comparisons of specific inmates in regard
to their psychological or psychlatric diagnoses, The table
does however, indicate the frequeney of the specifie
diagnosis by the respective disciplines, For example, if a
youngster was dlagnosed as neurotic by the psychiatrist

and no formal diagnosis was made by the psychologist, this
youngster would nct be found within the frequency under

the psychologist's column, but would be found within the
psychiatristts column,

It can be seen by this table that at least forty
t-ree boys are reported to have a good prognosis, Whether
"good prognosis™ aprlies to institutional adjustment or
future adjustment, the writer was in some cases unable to
determine,

The psychlatrist in fifteen cases recommended that
boys receive individual attention throughout their institu-
tional stay from either the psychological cliniec or from
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the counselors. In no case did the records indicate that

this recommendation was followed through,

TABLE 16

FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF CATEGORICAL DIAGNOSIS
OF THE PSYCHIATRIST A™D FSYCJOLOGISTS
ACCORDING TO GRADE CLASSIFICATION #

¢ |2.28 |2,08 l1.6B A :ohi:" lxotu
A|B A|BJA |B |A|B]A BiA |B |A |B
esurotie 2212111321111 12|00 (8] 8
zharacter
sorder oj3jojajrj2ajojaij2 frja (4 |y oy
© paycho=
thology L3 312]6 @ |0 h8 |17
hisoid 0jojotjo 0 0 0 0.t21 o0
hizophrenie
ndencies 2i4 121440 |o 0 0 L 11
syehopath 2)11j1}z2 0 ]2 4 |13
ntal
feotive 111 j1j0j1j2 (2210 OO |0 |s |4
od prog-
9joj1jojo s P29 |32 ]0 Kol 9
Poor prog-
3jr|L4jojh jo|Sl2]2 oo |k h8 | 7
Individual
attention hijojhloj3jol2j1 12 jojrlo s |1
Boarding _ [
home . sil212101210 41011 11112 10 Bbs f;

Koyt A«=psychiatrist, B--psychologist,

In‘riftoon cases the psychiatrist recommended doarding

bome placemsnt upon release, but this recommendation was made
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in only three cases by the psychological e¢liniec,

Since this table does not include all members of
the sample and since there is little conformity between
diagnosis of the two disciplines, further interpretation
of this table would not be indicated, There is the possibility
that these differences are not so significant as first
appears since there may exist a different emphasis in each of
the evaluations of the two diseiplines, However, consider-
able duplication does exist in that factual history material
is repeated in the psychiatric, the psychological, and the
case history summary prepared by the counselor. Though no
data was recorded, it was noticed while reading the records
that there were often times discrepancies in history infore
mation between the three reports,

Each psychological summary included two interesting
categories relating to "behavior to watch for" and the other
"needs" of the youngster, This was included so that staff
might have some indication of what the youngster's behavior
might be and how they might play a part in satisfying his
needs,

The next two tables are tabulations of the psycho-
logical prognostications of "behavior to wateh for"™ and
"needs"™ of the youngster, This information on each
youngster is available to all personnel who may be working
with the boy.

The first table must be examined with the realization
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TABLE 17

PSYCHOLOGICAL PROGNOSTICATION OF THE 125 BOYS
IN THE SAMPLE RELATIVE TO BFHAVIOR TO WATCH FOR

b —
¢ |2.28 | 2,08 ] 1.68] a |Yhit-ineea
nore

Truaney 12 8 7 7 7 9 50
Hostility to
suthority L L 3 L 25
Fighting 3 b 7 3 9 28
Poor peer
relations 11 6 3 6 36
Masturbation 1l 0 0 0 0 0 1l
Over sensl-
tivity 1 0 1 0 (o] 1l
Lying p | 0 l 0 0 1l
Enuresis b 0 0 0 0 0 1
Rasily
frustrated 1 0 1 0 3 1l 6
Other sex 3 L l 0 1 0 12
Constriction 2 1 1 0 0 0 1
Impulsive 1 3 3 1 3 (1] 8
Picked on 1l 0 0 0 1l 1 3
Loss of
eoatrol 1 l 1l 0 0 0 2
Hyperactivity 1l 2 2 0 10
Other 2 7 11 11 9 é L6

in mind that this information provided by the psychologists
is seldom over one or two sentenees in length. It is not

intended to provide a comprehensive capsule of all the behavior



to ba expected from a yoingster, but instead to highlisht
what mizhs appear to bs ths most prrodadbls overt behavior,

The data from Table 17 would not suprort the
writer's earller hypothesis that boys pradicted to do a
poor job would in fact receive poor or lower zrades,

The following table includes the emotional nesds
of the youngsters as perceived by the psychologists on
the basias of thelr evaluation,

It s interesting to note in this tadble the number
cf nend catezoriess that are related to scclal case work
pirroses, roals, and methodss support, warm relatlionship,
father figure, insizht, controls, eonfidence, acceptance,
and eounselinges In contrast relatively few boys are
specifically reported to need vocaticnal training particue
larly ia view of the rather heavy emphasis on vocational
training in the overall progranm,

The psychologists have specifically referred to the
possibility of truancy in fifty of the cases, All grade
eaterories have a sizeadle number in the trunncy eategory,
but the C catezory and the Whitmore category are proportione
ately high,

Comparing the Behavior Complaint Tab106 with the
Sehavior to Watch for Table, truancy was incdicated as a
posaiblility in fifty cases and there were twenty three
actual truancies or attempts in the five month period

covered by the samples Iowever, Whitmore Lake boys are

6506 Table 1, po L3,
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TABLE 18

PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATIONS OF NIITS
OF THE SAMPLE GROUP

¢ |2.28] 2.08] 1.68] a | ¥eltqg,.,
Support 4 2 1l 0 9 2 19
Warm
relationship 3 0 0 1l 2 3 S
Frequent
supervision 8 2 6 1 1 2 28
Boarding
home b l 1l 0 0 0 3
Father
figure 2 0 6 1 8 1l 18
Mother
figure 0 0 0 1l 0 0 1
Insight 1l 0 l 2 2 1 7
Masculine
achievement 1l 0 0 0 0 0 1
Long term
ocustody 3 1 1 1l 0 1 7
Asadenic
help 3 1 2 2 0 0 8
Controls 3 5 3 3 1 L 19
Confidence 1 1 s 2 L 2 19
Aeceptance 2 1 3 1 1 0 8
Counseling 0 0 0 1l 1 p § 3
Voeational 1 1 2 3 3 1l 11
Other 1 7 9 7 5 7 36
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exeluded from tas 3ehavior Coxmplaint Table since thelr
behavior loz was not avallabls In Lansing, Analysis of the
data reveals that in nine cases in which the psychologists

predicted truancy did it actually occur,

TABLE 19

PSYCHOLOGICAL TRUANCY PREDICTIONS AYD FREQJUENCY
OF OCCURANCE IN TIE FIVE MONTH PERIOD
COVERED BY THE SAMPLE

C 2e23 | 2,03 |1.6B A Total
Truancy predicted
and occurred L 2 1 2 0 9
Truancy not pree
dioted and occurred | L4 0 2 0 2 8
Truancy predicted
no oecurance 8 6 6 s 7 32

The number of recorded counselor econtacts and the
reason or ocontent of the contact were tabulated on the
schedule cards, Counselor contacts were broken down into
three categories: behavior, eounseling, and other, The
behavior category is related to counselors seeing boys
specifically as a result of reported improper behavior, A
very liberal interpretation was given to the counseling
category, The simple rule of thumb was that if the econtact
went into matters other than overt behavior or mechanical
aspects (detail change) of institutional existence, 1t was
recorded as a counseling contacte, If a discussion only

briefly involved a boy's home or family, it was recorded
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as a counseling contact, The categcry "other" specifically

relates to detail changes and checkingein contacts after a

home visit,
TARLE 20
FREJUENCY OF COUTSTLOR CHONTACTS IN
RELLTION TO GRADE CLASSIFICATION
# Cc ZQZB ZQOB 1.6B A Totll
Behavior 53 18 2n 3 6 128
Counseling L8 23 29 11 13 115
Other 60 32 54 79 52 279
Total 161 73 96 121 n

Analysis ¢f Table 20 reveals that tho largest number
of counselor contacts are related to detall changes, cbhecke
in procedures from home visits, and reporta of Review
Committee decisions, A sizeable portion of total contacts
are related to the boy having bean seen as a result of a
behavior complaint, Only 115 contacts for the entire sample
in a five month period are what may be liberally interpreted
as counseling contacts,

Table 21 2ncludes the average number of counselor
contacts according to grade classificatlion,

Analysis of this table reveals that the average
boy at Boys' Training School had an average of L.8

counselor contacts during the five month period under study,
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However, only the C catszory boys and the 1,62 catezory

boys had more than four counsslor contacts durinz this

period,
TABLE 21
AVERAGE YUMBTR OF COCUNSTLOR CONTACTS PER
BOY ACCORDING TO GRADE CLASSIFICATION
c 2.,2B 2.,0B 1.,6B A Sample
Average
number 6.7 ’4.0 3.8 h.h h.o h.a

Case renord recording is predominantly leden with
factual information relating to detail ohanges, cheekeins,
and behavior complaints, Further, there appeared to be a
tendency for counselors to be strongly idontified with
authority as records éontain frequent references to boys
being "warned",

During the course of the data collecting, counselors
contended that not all contacts are recorded and that many
casual contacts ocour, However, the writer wculd doubt that
these could alter the reasons for the contact, There was
nothing to indicate in the records that anything approaching
social casework practice prevalled, There was only one
counselor exception to this and in only a small number of
cases, KNone of the line staff counselors at the time of
this study had graduate social work training,

Counselor resronsibility seemed to be c¢learly




related to contacts with boys as a result of acadeamic,
cottage, or voecational problems within the program,
Counselors are also responsible for immedlate intake,
original case history summsry, to check boys in from home
visits, to prepare release summaries to courts, record
keeping and presintation of information to both the Review
Committes and the Case Conferance Committee.

The data clsarly shows that the major reason for
direct contact with boys s related to detall changes and
cheok-ins,

The Case Planning Committee classifies each boy
into vne of ths providead categories dssoribed on page
fourteen,

The following %able gives the frequecncy distrie.
butiqn of the sample according to the gzracde classifiene
tion,

This committee appears to be rathor fixated at
¢lassifying boys in the 3A category, The reader is reminded
that the 3A categor§7rerorl to character disorders and
quoting from this classification: "They will derive little
from our program and usually run into difficulties in any
social situation,"d

Tho Case Planning Committee classified over fifty
percent of the entire sample within this category. This

Tsee po 1l

8Ibid.
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TABLE 22

CLASSIFICATION AND GRADE PROGNOSTICATION
BY THE CASE PLANNING COMMITTEE

3 1
0 c b 1 1 -
- 2 I . I . -
B
2,28 B X 3 I
D 1 i
T a 4 T
. B
2,08 g i° 2 é
A T
i 2
1‘63, c 2 1 16
D 1 3 p §
A 1
B
A o by 1 8 1
D 1
x I
D 1 | 2 2
Fotal : 30 1 67 11 1

¢lassification and evaluation 1s not consistent with any of
the other data nor the astual adjustment of the doy.

If the grade classification is meant to be an astual
prognosis, there is little reliadbility in this process,

The writer attempted to learn something of the bdoys

from their esourt reported peer relations, but this was



58

abandoned midway in the data collecting, The nature of this
qualitative variable and the variations in court papers diad
not lend this category to systematic classification, However,
it does appear to be an important diagnostic consideration
related to institutional adjustment, This in Ltself 1is
worthy of future research,

The writer also attempted to consider the youngster's
involvement in 6lub activities, However, there were very few
youngsters within this sample participating or attempting to
partiecipate in ¢ludb activities,



CHAPTER V
FINDINGS

The question of what factors are interacting that
affect the kind of institutional adjustment an individual
makes was considered in this study., The reader is
reminded that "good™ institutional adjustment 1is not
necessarily related to "good" adjustment upon release to
the community, Only the variables that might affect
adjustment within the institution were under consideration,
The question of the relationship between institutional
adjustment and parole adjustment in the community is a
problem for future research,

"The interests of the community are bes$s met by
eliminating future delinquency on the part of the offender.
The degree of reeidivism would be an appropriate measure eof
success or fallure in this rolpoet."1 This same author
econcludes that more than forty percent probably fall after
a period in a training school and suggests doing something
about our treatment methods and that intensive therapy gets
better results than 0ld time custodial methods,

"The moods and activity needs between which childrea

lpaul Schreiber, "How Effective are Services for the
Treatment of Delinquents™, Pamphlet, (Department of Health,
Education and Welfare, No. 9, 1960), p. 1.
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move can be somewhat anticipated, Unless the designer and
furnisher of the home makes use of this knowledge, he may
throw unnecessary blocks in the path of the staff, who will
then spend more of their time in "outliving" the wrongness
of the place and its design than they can devote to the
treatment ingredients they could otherwise add."2

Social workers are very learned in the matters of
what factors are involved in sn ideal treatment institution
for aggressive childrens One author reports informing new
children that if they do not behave they will not be allowed
to remain at the inltitution.3 Unfortunately this is not
possible in most state institutions, Administrators are
forced to provide as meaningful an experience with the
facilities the legislature has provided,

Boys! Training School is a large institution with
some 40O inmates, Very real problems exist in order to
avoid chaos, Behavior contagionu is an ever present possibil-
ity involving large numbers of youngsters, Living quarters
are not available according to ideal standards, Conformity
is a real 1ssue for concern particularly in viewing the

urban setting of the Lansing Unit, "The majority of staff

!Frit: Redl and David Wineman, Controls From Within,
(The Free Press, Glencoe, Illinois, 1952), P. Lbe

3Harry Finklestein, "Containment of Aeting=Out
Adolescents in an Open Institution", Social Casework,
(March 1961, Vol, XLII, No. 3), PrPe 1304=138,

uRodl and Wineman, Controls from Within, p. 300,






members maintained re-educeative conceptions of school goals,
emphasising the teaching of acceptable habits and behavior,
Such emphasis were from the perspective of rehabllitation
improvements over punishment, But they led directly to
high valuation of conforming behavior, and signified the
eleavage between non-professional and professional staff
group-."5

Perhaps when we are thus examining institutional
adjustment we are in effect examining via the grade system
the various youngster's eapacities to incorporate control,
The data does indicate that there are diffqrencol amnong
the youngsters who fall within the various grade categories,

The data does strongly suggest that institutional
adjustment is most noticably affected by factors apart from:
institutional variables, Most noticable in the data 1s that
the younger, smaller and less 1nteiligent youngsters generally
receive the lower institutional grades, "Another staff
member independently affirmed the allegation, asserting that
monthly grades were the means for discharging less conforming
boys3 controls were less effective for them and they were,

consequently "promoted out®™ of the inltitution.'6 If this

S5Robert D, Vinter and Roger M, Lind, Staff Relatione
ships and Attitudes in a Juvenile Correctionel InstItution
School of Social Work, UnIversity of Michligan, Ann Arbor
Michigan, (Ann Arbor: Russell Sage Foundation, June, 1956).

Pe 53¢

6Ib1d. Pe us.
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problem did at one time exist, it appears that with the
completion of the Whitmore Lake Tnit this has been resolved,

The sample group shows similasrities in sire, age and
intelligence between the A category boys and the Whitriore
Lake boys, However, qualitative and quantitative differences
oxist between their respective backgrcunds and family expere
iences, Althoﬁgh not systematically recorded by the writer,
it was notlced that a sizeadble numher of the youngaters
transferred to the Whitmore Lake Unlt were transferred as
the result of a particular incident often involving a
felony while truant from the institution,

Size, age and intelligence ere important elements
but also of obvious influence i1s the degree of disorganization
and deprivation in the background, The C category boys are
the youngest as a group, have received comparatively more
services from the local community, have generally very
disorzanized backgrounds, and the community was unable to
effectively serve them, Court histories often indlicated
that prior to commitment many C category and Whitmore Lake
category boys were officially regarded as dependent and
neglected children, Deprivation is apparently an important
factor in the controls a youngster is able to mobilize, Slum
dwelling alone does not, according to the data, indicate a
poor prognoeis,

There is evidence in many records that courts were

lax in providing other services for youngsters prior to
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commitment, This is particularly outstanding in the cases
of youngsters who were known by the courts as neglected
children, Recalling that the C category boys, along with
the A category boys, were known to their respective courts
for a comparatively short period of time and thst seven
boys in the C catecory were known to their courts for only
one year, it i1s surprising to compare this with theilr
various kinds of delinquent acts a2nd the comparatively
hich incidence of other service prior to comnitment, It
would indicate that the onset of thelr aggressive behavior
was rather scute and that the services provided were
initiated quickly and ultimately resulted in fallure,
The Whitmore Lake boys are in many ways comparable to the
C category boys except that they are older, have higher
intelligence, have been known to their courts longer, and
have not had the benef;t of the variety of services received
by the C category boys, However, there are many indications
that the Whitmore lLake boys are older C category boys who
for some reason were passed for commitment as a younger
child, These two categorles contain many similarities in
thelr backgrounds and thelr overt functioning is comparable,
Thelr inereased age could account for their being known to
the court for a longer periocd of time,

Everything points to the C categery boys being, in
view of their age, background, delinquent acts, adjustment

and behavior reports, emotioneally disturbed youngsters,
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Yot only four boys in the C category sample were at one time
or another in ¥innesota Hall, the cottage specifically
designatad for emotionally disturbed children, Sixteen

boys within the C eategory were initiaslly assigned to

small sized cottages five to Rhode Islard, five to Kansas,
and six to Washington, Only two boys in the C category
were 1initially assigned to one of the medium sized cottages,
Only one boy in the C category was later transferred %o
Whitmore Lake,

This would give further evidence that doys are
transferred to Whitmore Lake for reasons other than grades
per se, It was noted that of the boys not immediately
transferred to Whitmore Lake after admission, thelir grades
prior to tranafer were generally averagze or 3,

This writer could detect no consistent criterion
for placement in Minnesota Hall since some boys dlagnosed
as quite disturbed wers placed elsewhere, However, a:zgressive
tendencles may bs one factor, along with emotional disture
bance, that operates in Minnesota MHall assignmant, The
thres boys in the C category initially assigned to Minnesota
Hall were reported to be aggressive youngsters by the
diagnostie staff,

Eleven boys in the C category were at one time
housed in Colorado Hall the closed cottage, This frequency
is not matched 1in any of the other catesories since only

three from tha 2,2 to 2.B category were at one time in
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Colorado Hall, one from the 2,0B category, and none from
either the 1,63 category or the A category, This would
indicate that like the Whitmore Lake boys, the C category
boys need a program different from the other population,
Question could be raised as to what Colorado Hall expere
ience is accompilshing and whether a closed program has
lasting effects on a youngster with the background of the
C category boys, There is no evidence to indicate that an
experience in Colorado Hall has resulted in altering overt
behavior, However, the effects of Colorado iall could be
a future research entity, This gives furtaer oredence to
the hypothesis that variables other than those within the
institution affect institutional adjustment if adjustment
is evaluated in terms of overt behavior,

The problems that are experienced in diagnosis
within every agency were evident in this study, What may
lppolr'to be discrepancies in diagnosis may not necessarily
be 80, yet it is confusing to individuals attempting to do
future work with the youngsters., "This mental work of
examining the parts of a problem for the import of thelr
% vicular nature and organization, for the interrelatione
ships among them, for the relation between them and the
means to their solution <= this i1s the diagnostic process,
The conclusions this process leads to, stating what the
trouble seems to be, how it 1s related to the client's

goals, what means the agency, the caseworker, and tho
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client himself can bring to bear upon the trouble «- these
conslusions are the diagnostic produet, Diagnosis if 1t is
to be anything more than an intellectual oxercise, must result
in a "design for action", It is the reflective thinking
which shapes the problem solving work.“7 All important 1is
the plan design to help which is available through the
program of the institution, " « ¢ individual differences
ean nsver be uncovered by a classification system , o n8
The boys within the 1,6B category are unusual as a
group considering that they outnumber by far the other
grade categories in the overall frequency of boys involved
in assaults, Also, the 1,6B category boys lead in the
variety of offenses committed or their delinquent activities
are quite varied, Generally, they have high frequencies in
_ aggressive type offenses, 3Since the C category boys are
Jjust below the 1.,6B category in variety of offenses, it may
be that the nature of the delinquent history in relation
to the variety and aggressive nature of delinquent acts is
somehow related to institutional adjustment, Despite the
nature of the delinquent history of the 1,6B category boys,
ttey cre reasonably low in behavior complaints and have

fairly high grades, And despite the delinquent history,

THelen H, Perlman, Social Casework, "A Problem

Solving Process", (university of Chlcago Press, Chicago,
Illinois, 1957), p. 164,

BIbid' Pe 175.
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eleven boys in the 1,6B category were reported to have a
good prognosis by the psychiatrist,

The psychologists have a rather gocod percentage
regarding prognostications of truancy, Of forty one
predictions of truancy, 1t actually ococured in nine cases,
whereas, in eighty four cases where truancy was not pree
dioted, in only eight cases di1d it actually occur, However,
in prognostications of behavior to watch for, fighting was
prognosed in relatively few cases with the 1,63 category
boys having a relatively high prediction, The C category
boys on the other hand, who were most responsible for
fighting in the instituticn, had & relatively low pree
diction,

It proved to be a difficult task to develop a
systematic way to evaluate a youngster's peer relations,
However, this 1s a matter for future research since indica-
tions point to this as an important element in overall
adjustment,

Institutional adjustment seems to be interrelated
with several important factors which would cause this
writer to revise his hypothesis as follows: Institutional
edjustment appears to be related to factors which would
fall under a general category of maturity, Influencing
institutional adjustment when viewed from the perspective
of overt behavior is an interrelationship of physical sisze,
age, family background, intelligence and ability to inter-
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act and relate to people, Not under conslideration in this
study but eonsidered to be of possible importance is the
specific manner in which a youngster interacts or relates
with adults, Also involved is the nature of the youngster's
background, For example, if a boy 1s young at the time of
csommitment, is relatively low in intelligence, has a backe
ground of marked deprivation, iz physically emall, the
chances are grest that his institutional adjustment, based
on an inability to initiate controls, will be poor,
However, if a boy 1s fifteen or sixteen, has been known to
his court for a comparatively short period of time, is
average in intelligence, is larger physically, and come
paratively older, the chances are that he will make a good
adjustment, Deprivation seems to be a key factor sinece
this same older boy may make a poor adjustment should he
come from an environment of marked deprivation, These
examples are not presented as the answer, but merely to
indicete how these factors under consideration seem to
interaet, More research is neecded in this area particularly
in eonsidering other variables and specifically in relation
tc how they appear to interact,

The writer was unable to evaluate the following
factors in the earlier hypothesis, Because of weakness
in the research design and in the overall available
material, we were nqt able to test urban-rural differences,

peer relations, and Jsgree of passivity, Generally, the data
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does not suzgest that the good adjuster has had previous
agency experience, but indlcations are that the converse
is true as the individual with mcre prior social service
will make a poor institutional adjustment, Again however,
it 58 emphasized that no one factor alone can predict
institutional sdiustment, Also there is no data avallable
in thils study to suvport tha hypothesis that the good
adjuster has above avereze social acuity, The writer's
earlier hypothesis that excellent adjusters have fewer
counsclor contacts is not indiecated since all boys have
few counselor contacts with the C category hovs slightly
higher because of behavior ccmplaints, Checking stability
on detaill assignments was abandoned midway in the data
collectinz since the criginel desigr é*é rot take irte
accourt factors such as transfor to Cclcrsdo l'all, varsity
sporte, because of age, certain details are not available
to all boys, and off'ice boy assignments,

One factor alone, such as clinical diagnosis, will
not necessarily be an indice of institutional adjustment,
It would eppear that neurotics, psychopaths, pree-psychotics
and individuals with withdrawal tondencies exist in all of
the grade catecories, A clinical élagnosis that predicts
classical bYehavioral expectations, such as aggressive
behavior based on a clinical category, does not appear to
necessarily hold trus 12 an institution where other factors

are involved, such as motivation for release, Other factors
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are involved that would appear to effect one's abllity
to initiate controls such as age, size, intelligence,
family experiences, and nature of the delinquent history.
The writer's earlier hypothesis that institutional
adjustment is related to soclal perception and consequent
eonformity geared toward release dces not necesszarily
appear to be the case, Instead adjustment, when considering
overt behavior, arpears to be related to ability or
inabllity to initiate control over one's behavior, However,
an early impulsive history would not appear to necessarily
indicate impulsive institutional sdjustment unless cone
sidered in relation to the factors mentioned above, The
institution dces appear to have an impact but not related
to any specifio aspect of the program, For example, a
youngster may be able to relate to personnel, not become
involved in behavior infractions, receive adequate grades,
yot truant from the institution, The general impact of the
institutional melieau does have an effect on the individual's
behaviori however, whether the conformists eonform upon

release is a question to be answered,



CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The study was based upon the hypothesis that there
are differences in tho inmates who fall into one of the four
grade categories used by the institution, It further hypothe-
sized that the inmate whose adjustment is good or better 1is
higher in intelligence, is from a highly urbanized area,
tends to be passive and has poor peer relations, that there
is a correlation between the psychological prognosis given
to the cottage parents whioch prognosticates behavior to be
expected, and that the boys predicted to be hostile and
aggressive will in fact recoive relatively lower grades, It
was also hypothosized that the "good adjuster™ has had pree
vious social agency experience and has above average social
acuity which enables him to "size~up"™ a situation, improve
his surface behavior with the ultimate goal of early release.

The findings indicate that differences do exist
between inmates who fall within the four grade categories.
Generally, the inmate whose adjustment is goed or better
tends to be higher in intelligence.

The data 1s suggestive that differences may exist
between inmates based on the rural or urban characteristics
of their residence, Limitations in available material aid

Tl
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not allow for the eonsistent evaluation of an inmate's degree
of passivity nor for an evaluation of the nature of his
peer relations,

The findings do no$ indicate that a ecorrelation
consistently exists between a prognosis of hostile and
aggressive behavior and lew grades. Inmates within this
sample who fell within the highest B grade eategory were
often predicted to make a poor adjustments and te be prone
te hostile type behavier, Yet the C eategory boys, who were
mes$ responsible for behavior eomplaints, were relatively low
in predictions of hostilitsy and aggression,

The earlier hypothesis that the "good adjuster® has
had previous social agency experience is not eonsistent with
She results of this study., The prebability for poor institu-
tional adjustment becomes greater with the more prior te
conmitment social ageney experienee an inmate has had,

The data does not supports the hypothesis thas the
"goed adjuster” has above average scecial acuity, Instead,
institutional adjustment seems to be more directly related to
fastors of maturity and ability or inabilisy to initiate

consrols over one's behavier,
RECOMMENDATIONS

le This writer would recommend as all important
the initiation of a cooperative research program with
sertain courts in an attempt to learn something of community

adjustment after release. However, more information about



-73.

youngsters prior to commitment would be necessary to
correlate material, Such a study should incorporate known
factors prior to institutional eommitment, institutional
adjustment, and provide a check list for courts that would
enable evaluation of afterecare community adjustment,
Since the Childrens! Division of the State Department of
Social Welfare is active in certain counties in super-
vision of institutional parolees, this also could be taken
into consideration as a variable in comparison with
counties offering court supervision, A simple check list
sould be eonstructed to help insurs cooperation of over
worked court personnel, Such a study would begin to give
insights into the relationships between institutional
adjustment and community adjustment as well as some indica-
tion of what boys are benefiting from the institutional
program, Conceivably this would give some indications
into the nature of the possible program for boys based
on what program emphasis they received in relation to
parole adjustment, Questions could be reised concerning
whether a work detail assignment is of benefit to a
tuelve or thirteen year o0ld boy., Such a study eould alse
give insight into the length of stay required for different
boys and offer eriteria in addition to institutional
adjustment for release planning,

2. The institution could consider the use of its

psychiatric service on more of a consultative basis rather
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than the present system of a brief interview with each boy.
However, this would require a changs 1in the atatutel since
the present statute requires a psychiatrie evaluation for
each boy, The psychiatriat could become a member of the
Case Planning Committees whare the social history and
psycholozical material is presented to the committee, At
this meeting 1t could be determined which boys may regquire
individual psychiatric evaluation, A dlagnosis made by
this committee would take into oconsideration clinical
factors and plan a program based on nesds of the youngster
and available services of the institution, This would
eliminate some of the econfusion in dlazxnosis and conflicting
terminology. FEvery eoffort should be made to follow this
comnittee's evaluations and recommendations,

3s This writer would rscommend the ermploymert of
a full time intake worker who would be a permanent member
along with the casework supervisor of the Case Planning
Committee and would prepare social history information,
This would accomplish seversl goals, It would free regular
counselors from the intake process and enable them to
dovote more time for contacts with their regularly assigned
boyse It would insure uniformity in the intake process and
provide Michigan Hall with a regular counselor, avoiding

confusion through the involvement of all the eounselors,

lpublic Acts of Michigan of 1953, Aot #122,
Seetion 803,102,
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and providing continuocusly avallable counseling service for
youngsters during their Michigan Hall stay, An office could
be provided in Michigan Hall and the counselor would have
the additional benefit in preparing the admission summary

of direct observation of the youngster and his interaetion
with the group,

L, This writer would recommend the abandonmnsnt of
the present classification system because of its Qquestione
able practical value, It may in fact be a stereotype
mechanism, In its place, a system could be developed that
takes into consideration the program and realistic personal
goals for each youngster, This would give the Review
Committee more valid criteria of adjustment in considering
release plans and provide continuity between diagnosis and
adjustment evaluation,

Se A summary should be prepared that would be used
by the courts for commitmsnt purposes, This would insure
that necessary background information is available for each
boy and would help to resolve problems of eliminated infore
mation, Thils form should be simple and contain factual and
dlagnostie information that may be avallable and the reason
for eomnitment,

6, This writer would recommend the abandonment of
the present grade prognostication system as it appears to
be of no value,

Te The writer would recommend the appointment of a
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ecommittee to study what material should be recorded in case
records by counselors, Records are laden with material of
questionable value particularly detail changes and check-ins,
It would appear to be of merit to free counselors from both
of these responsibilities, Counselors must contact the
Director of Training to determine which details are avalle
able and only this Director knows the various limitations

on detail assignments, Detall assignments eould be recorded
by clerical staff on a form comparable to that used for

the behavior log, Routine check-ins from home visits sould
also be handled as a clerical function and parents who

wish to talk with counselors should arrange to do so in
advance, Recording should provide information indicating
the progress of the youngster and information amenable to
casework supervision,

8, It is recommended that the suggestions of the
Superintendent's Committee for better eriteria for grades
be instituted and that the present grading form used by
cottage parents be abandoned, To point out just one
woeakness in the present form -« if a youngster does not
smoke, therefore is not apprehended with cigarett®»s or
matches, he automatically receives six points, However,
if a youngster makes a sincere effort to improvs his
behavior, he receives only five points, The data would
not indicate that the grading system itself is necessarily

& negative mechanism since there are similarities in the
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boys falling within the grade categories, Despite the size
of the institution, 1t does provide individual recognition
and an indice of progress to the inmate, However, the
questions of what effects a negative grade has on a
youngster remains to be answered,

9« 8Since smoking is the second most frequent rule
infraction, smoking regulations should be reevaluated,
"Some authorities in the training school field point out
that regulations prohibiting youngsters from smoking (when
not contrary to statute) actually create problems out of
proportion to the issues involved." 2

10, The entire mechanism of procedure and roles in
behavior complaints should be reevaluated sinse "warnings”
could be econstrued to be a questionadble casework technique,

11, This writer would recommend reevaluation of the
program, objectives, and methods of the special cottages,
Colorado and Minnesota, There is no evidence that Colorado
Hall has lasting effects in helping a youngster to incore
porate control, Consideration should also be given to what
the purpose of Minnesota Hall is, and if it is to be a special
cottage for emotionally disturbed youngsters, specific
policy should be developed as to how its operation should

differ from other cottages,

2 "Institutions Serving Delinquent Children, Guides
and Goals", Childrens' Bureau Publication, No. 360, 1957,



BIBLIOGRAPHY
Books
Aichhorni Aggust, Wayward Youth, The Viking Press, New York,
935.

Bettelheim, Bruno, Truants From Life, The Free Press,
Glencoe, I11Tnols, 1555,

English, O, and Pearson, Gerald, Emotional Problems of
Living, W, W, Norton and Co, Inc., New York, 1955,

Hamilton, Gordon, Theorf and Practice of Social Casework,
Columbia UnIversity Press, 105L.

Parad, Howard J, Ego Psychology and D*Eamio Casework
Family Service Assoclation of Amerioca,

Perlman, Helen, Social Casework, University of Chicago
Press, Chlcago, ITlInols, 1957,

Redl, Frits and Wineman, David, Controls From Within,
The Free Press, Glencoe, Illinols, 1952,

Redl, Frits and Wineman, David, Children Who Hate
The Free Press, Glencoe, Illlinols, -

Journals

Collins, Alice H, and Mackey, James R, "Casework Treatment
of Delinquents Who Use the Primary Defense of
Denial™, Social Work, Jan, 1959, Vol, L4, Fo. 1.

Falsberg, Martin, "Setting Limits with the Juvenile
Delinquent", Social Casework, March, 1957, Vol, 38,
NO. 30

Finklestein, Harry, "Containment of Acting=-out Adolescents
in an Open Institution", Social Casework, March, 1961,
Vol, XLI, No, 3,

Fraiberg, Selma, "Some Aspects of Residential Casework with
Children", Social Casework, April, 1956, Vol, 37, No. L

-78.



-79 -

Goldsmith, Ariel O. "Challenges of Delingquency to Casework
Treatment", Soeial Work, April, 1959, Vol, L, Fo., 2,

Goodrich, D, Wells and Boomer, Donald S, "Some Concepts
About Therapoutie Interventions with Hyperuggrolnivo
Children", Part I, Social Casework, April, 1958,

Vol. 39, No. 4o Part IX, Soclal Casework, May, 1958,
Vol. 39, No, Se

Leader, Arthur L, "The Problem of Resistance in Social Work",
Soclal Work, Vol, 3, No., 2, April 1958,

Pollak, Otto, et al, 'Diftorontial Diegnosis and Treatment
of Character Disturbances", Sccial Casework, Dec., 1960,
v°1. XII’ NO. 10.

Sassin, Edmond F, and Dalton, Michael H, 'Rocognition of
Organic Factors in Behavior Disorders®, Social Work,
Vol, 5, Fo. 3,

Stoeffler, Vietor R, "The Sogurntion Phenomenon in
Residential Treatment", Social Casework, March, 1961,
Vol, XLI, No. 10, -

Studt, Elliot, "The Contributions of Correctional Practice
to Social Work Theory and Education", Social
Casework, June, 1956, Vol., 37, No. 6.

Werble, Beatrice, "Motivation, Capacity, and Opportunity

in Services for Adolescent Clientss Major Findings",
Social Work, Vol, 4, No. L,

Pamphlets

Bordua, Daniel J, 'Sociological Theories and Their Implication
for Juvenile Delinquency", Pamphlet, Juvenile

Delingquenc Fneta and Facets, Dept, of Health, Edue,
and Welfare, No, 2, 1960,
Hersog, Elisabeth, 'Identifying Potential Delinquents™,

Pamphlet. Juvenlle Delinquency Facts and Facets
Dept., of Health, Educ, and we iraro. S-_I§35’

Institutions Serving Delinquent Children, Guides and Coals,
Childrens? Ehroau %ﬁEIIanIon. No. 360, 1557,

Sohreiber, Paul, How Effective are Services for the Treatment

of Delingu?i?i’, Dept, of Health, Educ, and Wellare,

Fo.






-'80.

Vinter, Robert D, and Lind, Roger M, Staff Relationships
and Attitudes in a Juvenile CorrectYonal In EIEution.
Sohool of Sooial Work, University of lichigan,
An;BArbor, Michigan, Russell Sage Foundation, June,
19

Public Acts

Michigan Publie aAets, 1947, Act 224,
Michigan Public Acts, 1960, Act 160,
Michigan Public Acte, 1961, Act 13,

Unpublished Material

Background of Aet 122, Michigan Public Acts, 1953, mimeoe
graphed material, Michigan 8tate Department of
Social Velfare, no date,

Board of Control Minutes, 1919, mimeographed, Michigan
State Department of Social Welfare, January 10, 1956,

Chun, Walter P, S, Intake of Boys' Vocational School, 195L,
unpublished EalEors’Then*n, Onlversity of Michigan,
School of Social Work, Ann Arbor, Michigan,

Facts the New Boy Should Know About Boys' Vocational School,
" mimeographed materlial, no date,



AEPCTIX A
Boys Vocational School
Lansing, Michigan

Monthly Progress Report and Behavior Rating Scale

DIRECTIONS
Please Read Very Carefully

A. The Monthly Progress Report and Behavior Rating Scale will be
filled out by the Cottage Parents when requested for each boy living
in their cottage unit or when a boy is transferred to another cottage.

The Report consists of two parts :

1. Nine items giving a general estimate of the boy’s status.
These items do not have a numerical score assigned to them,
but are included to secure the Cottage Parents’ monthly esti-
mate of the boy.

2. Eighteen items covering behavior and general personality
traits possessed by the boy being rated. Each trait is assigned
numerical values ranging from zero (0) to eight (8).

B. Place a circle around t h e point value along t h e line which indicates
your estimate of t h e boy’s status on t h e specific trait being
considered.

C. Add the total number of point values or scores earved by the boy to
get his monthly progress score.

D. The highest possible score which could be achieved on t h e Progress
and Behavior Rating scale is 100. The following values are
given to the total scores achieved:
91 thru 100 <A
81 thru 90 “B
71 thru 80” ¢C
61 thru 70 “D
0 thru 60 ‘U unsatisfactory
NOTE:—You will observe that running away has beeh omitted from the

Rating Scale. When a b oy runs away his case will be submitted to the
Case Conference. Committee and adjustment will be made.

Boy’s Name

Month Year

Rater Score
Cottage Mark

o8l e



t

Parole should be
tonsidered as

Soon as possible.

i8 ready to make
good adjustment in
community.

Cottage Parents, General Estimate Of Boy
(To be rated as fully possible, but not included infinal grade or numerical score)
Present Status Of The Boy

Placement or parole
thould be under-
taken. Boy should
not remuin here
more than one more
month.

Feel that the boy
will need more expe-
rience at BVS, but
not more than three
months.

Boy should be kept
from two to four

months longer.

Boy needs long terma
training program.
Should be at BVS
more than four

more months.

11

General Estimate Of Health

In excellent physi- Most of the time in Average physical Often complains Al sick anduses
splendid health. eondition. His share that he doesn’t feel ed illnesseg

eal condition. Never Occassional cold or  of colds and com- well. Takes cold as an excuse for
headache. Does’nt plaint, but not unus- easily. Eating hab-  avoiding work.

sick or complaining. complain. aal. its need watching.

m Attitude Towards Home And Own Parents

Appears to have a Shows a good rela- Usual but not overly Speaks poorly of Antagonistic to-

strong attachment tionship with one or concerned about one or both parents. wards home and

to both parents. both parents. home or parents. Indicates he would parents. Wants

Speaks highly of his Speaks well of his  Dves not show anta- rather have a diff- nothing to do with

bome and home life.

home.

gonism, however.

erent home.

his past community-
life.

v

Appears to have a
strong attachment
to both cottage par-
ents. Speaks highly

of them.

Attitude Towards Cottage Parents

Shows a good rela-
tionship with one or
both parents. Seems
to like cottage life.

Usual but not overly
enthusiastic about
his cottage parents
and cottage life.

At times speaks
poorly of cottage
parents. Often indi-
cates dislike of cott-
age.

Antagonistic to-
wards cottage life

and parents.

v

Has a healthy point
of view towards
future job. Knows
in own mind exact-
ly what he wants.

Attitude Towards The Future
Average amount of Not much interest

Considers the
future seriously.
Seeks advice. Wants
to better himself
and to find his
place. |

concern usually
shown by growing
boys for their
future.

or care in what is
going to happen af-
ter leaving BVS
Definitely needs
guidance.

“Let the future

take care of itself.”™
No interest or con-
cern. Day today at—
titude.

\4!

Always found with-

group and actively
participating in
group enterprize.

Most of time active
member of group.
Positively contri-

" buting.

Group Participation.

Quite often in a
group, enjoys com-
pany of one or two
boys equally well,

Seldom engages in
group activities
unless requested.
Prefers own com-
,pany.

Never part of

group. Withdraws
from attempts to

get him into grougm.

Page 1



EMOTIONAL STABILITY

Appears in com- Seldom resorts to His emotional con- Given to frequent Very unstable. Cries
plete control of emotional out- trol varies with sit- emotional outbreaks easily. Loses his
himself. Never breaks. Good con- uation i n which he when can’t obtain temper often. No
given to emotional trol most of the finds himself. ends in other ways. control.
outbreaks. time.
vl INITIATIVE
Full of construct- Quite often one who Shows some initia- Little evidence of No evidenee of init-
ive idemns and means suggests plans and tive, but not unus- leadership. Surpri- iative of leadership
of achieving plans. games. ual leader. sing when he makes whatsoevexr.
suggestions.
| | l l |
IX SEXUALADJUSTMENT
Absolutely no Interested in prob- Can be led into sex- Often disturbed by Strong sex drive.
question of stabili- lems of sex in nor-  ual behavior and conversation relat- Unhealthy atti
ty. Has very health- mal way. Masturba- conversation, but ing to sex. Mastur- tudes, masturbatiem
y attitude toward tion no problem ordinarily these tion frequent. real problem. Re-
sex problems. with this boy. problems not impor- ust be watched cent known contacts
| | tant to hl!il. for own g<|>od. with other boys.
A EFFORT Is
Making a sincere Makes some effort interested tilny ﬁfatk.
effort to improve in at improvement, ing any improve-
all or specific areas but gives up very ment in his behav-
of his behavior. easily. ior. No effort being
shown.
5 3 0
B PERSONAL CLEANLINESS
Very careful of per- Seldom has to be About as careful of Quite often has to Continual supervis-

sonal cleanliness
neat in dress and
appearance. Well
groomed.

reminded about
washing or bathing.
Takes care of self
and possessions
without prompting.

toilet habits as
would be expected
of boys his age.
Minimum amount of
gelf direction shown
in this matter.

to be reminded to
brush teeth, comb
hair, and care for
clothes and possess.
ions.

ion necessary for
him to meet mini-
mum standards of
cottage.

4 3 2 1 0
C - ATTITUDE TOWARDS AUTHORITY
Exceptionally fine  Good attitude to- Sometimes res Often rebels again- Correction means
attitude towards wards authority. ponds favorably st correction. Ar- nothing to him,
authority and disci- Responds well to to correction but gues when definite- Defiant and alway
pline. correction and cot- response depends ly at fault. argues against
age routine. upon mood. adult.
i 4 3 2 1 0
D TRUTHFULLNESS AND HONESTY
Can always be relied Most of time his Telling truth and A boy one trusts Dishonesty, cheat-

upon to be truth-
ful and honest. No

honesty and word
is unquestianed.

‘being honest de-
pends upon end to

only when super-
vised. Can’t be re-

ing and lying typi-
cal of behavioil:'?'p

question of his be gained. lied apon.
word. ‘ v ) |
7 5 4 2 0
E . ‘ _ I COOPERATION Works with oth Ref o
i uses cooper-
Very fine team Willingly cooperates Gives necessary co- orks v others
worker. =% vgith others most of operation. under difficulty. :ot:s 'i:ncetpgu under
time. jon. pervis-
8 6 4 2 v

Page 2
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F Table manners
and courtesy

G Obedience

H Profanity

I Fighting H

J Willful destrue-
tion of property

K Obescenity |

L Theft P

M Bullying

N Impudence

O Disorder in dor-
mitory

P Quarreling

Q Disrespect

R Smoking, having
tobacco or mat-

4 3 2 1 v
Excellent Good Fair Poor Bad
4 3 2 1 U}
Excellent Good Fair Poor Bad
6 4 2 1 0
Never Corrected Corrected Frequently Habitual
Once this Twice this
Month Month
6 4 2 1 0
Never Engaged in Engaged in Frequently Regular
one fight two fights occurance
8 4 2 1 0
Never Once with no Once with Careless and Frequent
great loss considerable happened two
financially. loss. or three
times.
6 4 2 1 0
Never Corrected Corrected Frequently Habitual
Once this Twice this
Month Month
6 2 Dy 1 0 0
Never One occurance Two occurances Frequent Habitual
6 4 2 1 0
Never One occurance Two occurances Frequent Habitual
6 4 - 1 0
Never Corrected Corrected Frequently Habitual
Once this Twice this
Month Month
4 3 2 1 0
Never One occurance Two occuranees Frequent Always
causes disorder
4 3 _ 2 1 0 _
Never One occurance Two occurances Frequent Habitual :
1 4 2 1 0
Never One instances 'I'wo instances Frequent Habitual™
6 2 1 0 0
Never Ome occurance

Two occurances Frequent Habitual

:

v



ATFINDIX B

Activity Progress Report

BOYS VOCATIONAL SCHOOL

L0 e e T 196

Ref. o e e e L Cottage

INFORMATION IS DESIRED ON THE ABOVE BOY. RETURN THIS to
OFFICE as SOON as POSSIBLE.

Assignment: ... .
Monthly Mark: ..o

Behavior: a. Toward other boys .............. ...
b. Toward Staff members ........ ...

Does the boy show sufficient aptitude to continue in this type of work?
In what Area does he need special help? o e e e

SPECIAL INTERE ST St o i il it it e s e

Kindly submit a statement covering his general behavior and attitude while under your

supervision.

-824
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APPENDIX D

O e e SR i L ST —— IS

THE PROBATE CODE
Chapter XII1-A
(Chapter 712A of the Compiled Laws of 1948, as amended)

JUVENILES AND JUVENILE DIVISION

(Chapter XI|-A was added to Act 288, P.A. 1939,
by Act 54, P.A. 1944, First Extra Session,
which also repealed Chapter Xl|lI.)

712A. | Juvenile division of probate court; proceedings not criminal.

Sec. 1. While proceeding under this chapter, the probate court
shall be termed the juvenile division of the probate court.

Proceedings under this chapter shall not be deemed to be criminal
proceedings.

This chapter shall be liberally construed to the end that each
child coming within the jurisdiction of the court shall receive such
care, guidance and control, preferably in his own home, as will be
conducive to the child’s welfare and the best interest of the state
and that when such child is removed from the control of his parents
the court shall secure for him care as nearly as possible equivalent
to the care which should have been given to him by thenm.

712A.2 Juvenile division of probate court; jurisdiction, prior
order of another court, notice, service upon prosecuting attorney;
transfer to county of residence.

Sec. 2. Except as provided herein, the juvenile division of the
probate court shall have:

(a) Exclusive original jurisdiction superior to and regardless of
the jurisdiction of any other court in proceedings concerning any
child under 17 years of age found within the county

(1) Who has violated any municipal ordinance or law of the state
or of the United States: or

(2) Who has deserted his home without sufficient cause or who is
repeatedly disobedient to the reasonable and lawful commands of his
parents, guardian or other custodian; or

(3) Who repeatedly associates with immoral persons, or who is
leading an immoral life: or is found on premises occupied or used
for illegal purposes; or

(4) Who, being required by law to attend school, wilfully and
repeatedly absents himself therefrom, or repeatedly violates rules
and regulations thereof; or

(5) Who habitually idles away his or her time; or

(6) Who repeatedly patronizes or frequents any tavern or place
where the principal purpose of the business conducted is the sale of
alcoholic liquors.

(b) Jurisdiction in proceedings concerning any child under 17




Years of age found within the county.

(1) Whose parent or other person legally responsible for the care
and maintenance of such child, when able to do so, neglects or
refuses to provide proper or necessary support, education as re-
qired by law, medical, surgical or other care necessary for his
health, morals or well-being, or who is abandoned by his parents,
guardian or other custodian, or who is otherwise without proper
custody or guardianship: or

(2) Whose home or environment, by reason of neglect. cruelty,
drunkenness, criminality or depravity on the part of a parent,
guardian or other custodian, is an unfit place for such child to
live in, or whose mother is unmarried and without adequate provision

for care and support.

In the event a petition is filed in any probate court alleging
that a child is within the provisions of subdivisions (b) (1) or (b)
(2) of this section, and the custody of such child shall be subject
to the prior or continuing order of another court of record of this
state, the court in which such petition is filed shall forthwith
cause notice of the filing of such petition to be served upon the
prosecuting attorney for the county in which such other court is
situated, personally or by registered mail: Provided, That immedi-
ately upon receiving such notice, the prosecuting attorney shall
prepare and file such pleadings., petitions, notices or orders as may
be necessary to bring the matter before such other court for hearing
and such disposition, consistent with the powers of such court, as
may be for the best interests of such child: Provided further, That
pending action by such other court in regard to the matter, the
probate court with which such petition has been filed shall have
jurisdiction to make any temporary orders pertaining to care or
custody which may be deemed advisable or necessary for the protection
of such child.

(c) Jurisdiction over children under 19 years of age, jurisdiction
of whom shall have been waived to the juvenile division of the
probate court by a court in chancery by provision to that effect in
a temporary order for custody of children based upon a bill for
divorce or upon a motion pursuant to such a bill for divorce by the
prosecuting attorney, or in a decree of divorce dissolving a mar-
riage between the parents of such minor children, or by an amended
decree relative to the custody of such child in such a divorce.

(d) Concurrent jurisdiction in proceedings concerning any child
between the ages of 17 and 19 found within the county

(1) Who is repeatedly addicted to the use of drugs or the intemper-
ate use of alcoholic liquors; or

(2) Who repeatedly associates with criminal, dissolute, or dis-
orderly persons; or

(3) Who is found of his or her own free will and knowledge in a
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house of prostitution or assignation or ill-fame; or
(4) Who repeatedly associates with thieves, prostitutes, pimps or
$//Care procurers; or
ts or (5) Who is wilfully disobedient to the reasonable and lawful com-
18 re- mands of his parents, guardian or other custodian and is in danger
>r his of becoming morally depraved: or
‘ents, (6) Who habitually idles away his or her time.
)roper
If any child is brought before the juvenile division of the pro-
elty, bate court in a county other than that in which said child resides,
irent, said court may enter an order prior to hearing transferring the
ild to jurisdiction of such matter to the court of the county of residence
S ieion (which shall not be construed as settlement as defined in section 55
(a-1) of Act No. 280 of the Public Acts of 1939, as amended, being
] section 400.55 of the Compiled Laws of 1948), with the consent of
leging the judge of probate of said county of residence, which order, to-
or (b) gether with a certified copy of the proceedings theretofore had in
ubject the court of such county other than residence, shall be delivered to
f this the court of the county of residence.
i HISTORY: Am. 1947, Act 68, Eff. May 2:; Am. 1953, Act 193, Eff.
on the Oct;: 2
urt is
zmedi-
- shall 712A.2a Same; jurisdiction, extending.
as “Y Sec. 2a. Where the juvenile division of any probate court has exercised
1earing jurisdiction over any child under the provisions of section 2 of this chapter
rt, as by virtue of any of the provisions under subdivision (a) or (b) of said section
-, That 2, and the said child shall not yet have attained the age of 17 years, and it
r, the shall appear to said court that it is necessary for the welfare of said child
1 have to retain jurisdiction beyond said child’s seventeenth birthday, said court
are or after proper notice and hearing thereon may extend such jurisdiction so that
rection said child shall be under the continued jurisdiction of said juvenile court,
other than in criminal complaints occurring subsequent to such child’s seven-
teenth birthday, until he attains 19 years of age, unless released therefrom
diction I prior thereto by order of said court.
of the ! HISTORY: Add. 1953, Act 193, Eff. Oct. 2; Am. 1959, Act 81, Eff. Mar.
fect in ! 19, 1960.
11 for l
‘bY the | , V2 g 5
a mar- 712A.3 Juvenile division of probate court; transfer of cases from other court
pended of child under 17.
& Sec. 3. If during the pendency of a criminal charge against any person in
child any other court it is ascertained that the person was under the age of 17
years at the time of the commission of the offense, the court shall transfer
such case without delay, together with all the papers, documents, and testi-
esper” mony connected therewith, to the juvenile division of the probate court of
of the county in which such other court is situated or in which the person
dis resides. .
in @
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The court making such transfer shall order the child to be taken forthwith
to the place of detention designated by the juvenile division of the probate
court or to that court itself, or release the child in the custody of some
suitable person to appear before the probate court at a time designated. The
juvenile division of the probate court shall thereupon proceed to hear and
dispose of the case in the same manner as if it had been instituted in the
probate court in the first instance.

HISTORY: Am. 1946, First Extra Session, Act 22, Eff. Feb. 26; Am. 1961,
Act 54, Eff. Sept. 8.

712A.3a When child subject to prior order of another court, notice,
filing, service, disclosure.

Sec. 3a. When any order affecting the welfare of a child is
entered under this chapter by the judge of probate in any case where
the child is subject to the prior or continuing order of any other
court of this state, a notice thereof shall be filed in such other
court and a copy of such notice shall be served personally or by
registered mail upon the parents, guardian, or persons in loco
parentis and upon the prosecuting attorney of the county wherein
such other court is located. Such notices shall not disclose any
allegations or findings of facts set forth in such petitions or
orders, nor the actual person or institution to whom custody is
changed. Such facts may be disclosed directly to such prosecuting
at torney and shall be disclosed on request of the prosecuting
attorney or by order of such other court, but shall be considered
as confidential information, the disclosure of which will be subject

to the same care as in all juvenile matters.

HISTORY: Add. 1953, Act 193, Eff. Oct. 2.

712A.4 Jurisdictionwaived; trial in criminal court.

Sec. 4. In any case where a child over the age of 15 years is
accused of any act the nature of which constitutes a felony, the
judge of probate of the county wherein the offense is alleged to
have been committed may, after investigation and examination, in-
cluding notice to parents if address is known, and upon motion of
the prosecuting attorney, waive jurisdiction; whereupon it shall be
lawful to try such child in the court having general criminal juris-

diction of such offense.

HISTORY: Am. 1946, First Extra Session, Act 22, Eff. Feb. 26.

712A5 Jurisdiction over child |9 years old; exception.

Sec. 5. No probate court shall have jurisdiction over any child
under the juvenile division of the probate court after he or she
shall have reached the age of 19 years, except as herein provided.
No commitment of any child to a private or public institution or
agency shall be valid after such child has reached the age of 19
years except that when a child shall have come within the juris-
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1 forthwi :
hepmbgz diction of the probate court under the provisions of subsection "c"
/ of some of section 2 and is committed to the Michigan corrections commission
ated, The as provided in subsection "f" of section 18. Commitments to a
hear and private or incorporated institution or agency shall not divest the
ted in the probate court of jurisdiction unless such child is adopted in a
manner provided by law.
Am. 1961,
712A.6 Jurisdiction over adults.
Sec. 6. The juvenile division of the probate court shall have
notice, jurisdiction over adults as hereinafter provided and may make such
orders affecting adults as in the opinion of the court are necessary
ild is E for the physical, mental, or moral well-being of a particular child
} or children under its jurisdiction: Provided, That such orders
e where ! shall be incidental to the jurisdiction of the court over such child
 other | or children.
| other
'°;by 712A.7 Register of juvenile division; appointment, duties, salary.
n loco
herein Sec. 7. The judge of probate may appoint the register of probate,
se any a deputy probate register, or clerk of his court as register of the
ons or juvenile division of the probate court. Such register of the juve-
2dy 18 nile division shall prepare all petitions for investigation, sum®
cuting bt mons, writs and other necessary papers, and shall perform such
~uting . duties as required by the judge of probate, and he shall exercise
1dered w and be competent to do all acts required of the judge of probate,
ubject except judicial acts. Such register so appointed shall receive for:.
his services under this chapter, in addition to his reqular salary,
such sum as the board of supervisors shall fix: Provided, however,
That in counties having a population of 100,000, and not more than
350,000 inhabitants, according to the last federal census, the com- -
pensation shall be not less than $500.00 annually.
1rs 1§
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712.8 Office of county agent created.

Sec. 8. The office of county agent is hereby created. The county
agent shall be an officer of the juvenile division of the probdte
court and under the general supervision of the judges thereof and
shall serve during their pleasure. The county agent shall organize,
direct and develop the child welfare work of the court when so
aquthorized by the judge. He shall, when requested by the superin-
tendent or director, supervise children when released from public
institutions or agencies and may perform such other child welfare
work as requested and with the approval of the judge, including
services to school-age children of the various school districts
within the county, after consultation and agreement with the county
school commissioner and the superintendents of schools in a county.
The county agent or assistants shall, with the approval of the judge

p of of probate, make such investigations and reports on children or
19
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families within the county as may be requested by the state depart-
ment of social welfare or by the superintendent of any state insti-
tution relative to the welfare of any child. The state department
of social welfare shall assist in the work of the county agents and
assistants as provided in subdivision (c) of section 14 of Act No.
280 of the Public Acts of 1939. Assistant county agents shall
perform such duties as may be assigned to them by the county agent.

712A.9 Probation officers; appointment, compensation, duties;
notification to social welfare department.

Sec. 9. The judge of probate in each county may appoint 1 or more
suitable persons of good character and qualified training or experi-
ence, other than the county agent or assistants, to act as pro-
bation officer, who shall receive such compensation as the board of
supervisors may appropriate for that purpose, and who, at the
discretion of the judge, may be authorized and empowered to perform

county agent duties.

The judge of probate may also appoint other probation officers who
shall receive no compensation from the county treasury for the

duties performed under such appointment.

It shall be the duty of the judge of probate to notify the state
department of social welfare of the appointment of all paid pro-
ba tion officers made by him under the provisions of this chapter.
All probation officers shall hold office during the pleasure of the
court and shall report to the said court upon all cases under their

care.

712A.10 Probation officer, county agent to act as referee; oath.

Sec. 10. The judge of probate may designate a probation officer
or county agent to act as referee in taking the testimony of wit-
ne sses and hearing the statements of parties upon the hearing of
petitions alleging that a child is within the provisions of this
chapter, where there is no objection by parties in interest. The
probation officer or county agent so designated shall take and sub-
scribe the oath of office provided by the constitution and shall
have authority to administer oaths and examine witnesses, and shall
in all cases so referred for hearing and taking of testimony make a
written signed report to the judge of probate containing a summary
of the testimony taken and a recommendation for the court’'s findings

and disposition of such matters.

712A. 11 Preliminary inquiry; petition.

Sec. 11. Whenever any person gives information to the juvenile
division of the probate court that a child is within the provisions
of this chapter, a preliminary inquiry may be made to determine
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whether the interests of the public or of the child require that

further action be taken. If it appears that formal jurisdiction
shoul d be acquired, the court shall aquthorize a petition to be

filed.

The petition shall be verified and may be upon information and
belief. It shall set forth plainly the facts which bring said child
within the provisions of this chapter, and shall state (1) the
name, birth date, and residence of the child: the names and re-
sid ence: (2) of the parents; (3) of his legal guardian, if there is
one: (4) of the person or persons having custody or control of the
child; and (5) of the nearest known relative if no parent or guard-
ian can be found. If any of the facts herein required are not known
to the petitioner, the petition shall so state.

Any petition or other court records may be amended at any stage of
the proceedings, as the ends of justice may require.

712A. 12 F“xamination of child; hearing; summons.

Sec. 12.
further investigation as the court may direct, in the course of
which the court may order the child to be examined by a physician,
dentist, psychologist or psychiatrist, the court may dismiss said
petition or may issue a summons reciting briefly the substance of
the petition, and requiring the person or persons who have the
custody or control of the child, or with whom the child may be., to
appear personally and bring the child before the court at a time and
place stated: Provided, That the court in its discretion may excuse
but not restrict children from attending the hearing. If the person
so summoned shall be other than the parent or quardian of the child,
then the parents or guardian, or both, shall also be notified of the
petition and of the time and place appointed for the hearing there-
on, by personal service before the hearing, except as hereinafter
provided. Summons may be issued requiring the appearance of any
other person whose presence, in the opinion of:the judge, is neces-

After a p-tition shall have been filed and after such

sary.

Any interested party who shall voluntarily appear in said proceed-
ings, may, by writing, waive service of process or notice of hearing.

712A.13 Summons, service.

Sec. 13. Service of summons may be made anywhere in the state
personally by the delivery of true copies thereof to the persons
summoned: Provided, That if the judge is satisfied that it is im-
practicable to serve personally such summons or the notice provided
for in the preceding section, he may order service by registered
mail addressed to their last known addresses, or by publication
thereof, or both, as he may direct. It shall be sufficient to

-814'.



confer jurisdiction if (1) personal service is effected at least 72

hours before the date of hearing: (2) registered mail is mailed at
least 5 days before the date of hearing if within the state or 14
days if outside of tne state: (3) publication is made once in some

newspaper printed and circulated in the county in which said court

is located at least ] week before the time fixed in the summons or

notice for the hearing.

Service of summons, notices or orders required by this chapter may

be made by any peace officer or by any other suitable person desig-

nated by the judge. The judge may, in his discretion, authorize the

payment of necessary traveling expenses incurred by any person

summoned or otherwise required to appear at the time of hearing of

any case coming within the provisions of this chapter, and such ex-

penses and the expenses of making service as above provided., when
approved by the judge, shall be paid by the county treasurer from

the general fund of the county.

If any person so summoned, as herein provided, shall fail without

reasonable cause to appear before said court, he may be proceeded

against for contempt of court and punished accordingly.

712A.14 Child taken into custody; release to parent, guardian or custodian;
hearing; order of court; placement.

Sec. 14. Any municipal police officer, sheriff or deputy sheriff, state
police officer, county agent or probation officer of any court of record may,
without the order of the court, immediately take into custody any child who
is found violating any law or ordinance,or whose surroundings are such as
to endanger his health, morals or welfare. Whenever any such officer or
county agent takes a child coming within the provisions of this chapter into
custody, he shall forthwith notify the parent or parents, quardian or cus-
todian, if they can be found within the county. Unless the child requires
immediate detention as hereinafter provided, the arresting officer shall ac-
cept the written promise of said parent or parents, guardian or custodian,
to bring the child to the court at a time fixed therein. Thereupon such child
shall be released to the custody of said parent or parents, guardian or cus-

todian.

If not so released, such child and his parents, guardian or custodian, if
they can be located, shall forthwith be brought before the court for a pre-
liminary hearing on his status, and an order signed by a judge of probate
or a referee authorizing the filing of a complaint shall be entered or the
child shall be released to his parents, quardian or custodian.

In the event the complaint is authorized the order shall also direct the
placement of the child, pending investigation and hearing, which placement
may be in the home of parents, guardian or custodian, in the boarding care
of a licensed child care agency, or in a suitable place of detention desig-

nated by the court.
HISTORY: Am. 1952, Act 133, Eff. Sept. 18; Am. 1961, Act 30, Eff. Sept. 8.
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712A.15 Child under |9 years; detention, limitations.

Sec. 15. In the case of any child under the age of 19 years con-
cerning whom a complaint has been made as hereinbefore provided, or
a petition or supplemental petitica or petition for revocation of
probation has been filed, the court may order said child, pending
the hearing, detained in such place of detention as shall be desig-
nated: Provided, That nothing herein shall prevent the court from
releasing the child, pending said hearing., in the custody of a
parent, guardian, or custodian. to be brought before the court at
the time designated.

Detention. pending hearing, shall be limited to the following
children:

(a) Those whose home conditions make immediate removal necessary:

(b) Those who have run away from honme;

(c) Those whose offenses are so serious that release would en-
danger public safety:

(d) Those detained for observation, study and treatment by quali-
fied experts.

712A.16 Child under {7; confinement prohibited; exception.

Sec. 16. In case a child under the age of 17 years is taken into
custody or detained, such child shall not be confined in any police
station, prison, jail, lock-up, or reformatory., or be transported
with, or compelled or permitted to associate or mingle with, crimi-
nal or dissolute persons; except that a child 15 years of age or
older whose habits or conduct are deemed such as to constitute a
menace to other children, or who may not otherwise be safely de-
tained, may, on order of the court, be placed in a jail or other
place of detention for adults, but in a room or ward separate from
adults, and for a period not to exceed 10 days, unless longer de-

tention is necessary for the service of process.

Provision may be made by the board of supervisors in each county
for the temporary detention of children in a detention home to be
conducted as an agency of the court, or the court may arrange for
the boarding of such children temporarily in private homes, subject
to the supervision of the court, or may arrange with any incorpo-
rated institution or agency approved by the state department of
social welfare, to receive for temporary care children within the
jurisdiction of the court; or may use a room or ward, separate and
apart from adult criminals, in the county jail in cases of children
over 17 years of age and under 19 years of age within the juris-
diction of the court.

,—4f--—_—-i-.-r .
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In case a detention home is established as an agency of the court,
the judge may apgloint a superintendent or matron and other necessar
employees for such home who shall receive such compensation as sha
be provided by the board of supervisors of such county.

In case the court shall arrange for the board of children temporarily
detained in frivate homes or in an institution or agency, a reasonable
sum, to be fixed by the court, for the board of such children shall be
paid by the county treasurer out of the general fund of said county.

712A.16a Joint regional facilities for diagnosis and custody of minors
detained for investigation and pending criminal proceedings.

Sec. 16a. Two or more conti?uous counties may combine together to
construct and operate regional facilities for the diagnosis and custody
of. minors detained under the provisions of sections 14, 15, and 16 of
this chapter, or during an investigation conducted under the provisions
of section 12 of this cgapter.

HISTORY: Add. 1956, Act 117, Eff. Aug. 11.

712A.17 Hearings; jury; bond; counsel to represent child.

Sec. 17. The court may conduct hearings in an informal manner and
may adjourn the hearing {rom time to time. Stenographic notes or other
transcript of the hearing shall be taken only when requested by an at-
torney of record or when so ordered bly the court. In the hearing of an
case the general public may be excluded and only such persons ad-
mitted as have a direct interest in the case.

In all hearings under this chapter, any person interested therein may
demand a jury of 6, or the judge of probate of his own motion, may order
a jury of t&e same number to try the case. Such jury shall be summoned
and impanelled in accordance with the law relating to juries in courts

held by justices of the peace.

Any parent, guardian, or other custodian of any child held under this
chapter shall have the right to give bond or other security for the appear-
ance of the child at the hearing of such case; and in the event such child
or his or her parents desire counsel and are unable to procure same, the
court in its discretion maﬁ appoint counsel to represent the child. The
attorney so appointed shall be entitled to receive from the county treas-
urer from the general fund of the county, on the certificate of the probate
judge that such services have been duly rendered, such an amount as the ,

robate judge shall, in his discretion, deem reasonable compensation
or the services performed: Provided, That the prosecuting attorney |
shall appear for the people when requested by the court.

712A.|.8 Juvenile dlvilion of probate court; order of disposition of child;
reimbursement by parents; collection; special guardian.

Sec. 18. If the courtshall find that a child, concerning whom a petition
has been filed, is not within the provisions of this chapter, he shall enter
an order dismissing said petition. If, however, the court shall find that a-
child is within the provisions of this chapter, he may enter an order of
disposition which sEa]l be appropriate for the welfare of said child and
society in view of the facts so proven and ascertained, as follows:

(a) Warn the child or the parents, guardian, or custodian and




dismiss the petition:

(b) Place the child on probation, or under supervision in his own
home, upon such terms and conditions (including reasonable rules for
the conduct of the parents, guardian or custodian, designed for the
physical, mental or moral well-being and behavior of the child) as
the court shall determine;

(c) Place the child in a suitable boarding home, which if a home
of persons not related to said child, shall be licensed as provided
by law;

(d) Place the child in or commit the child to a private institu-
tion or agency incorporated under the laws of this state and ap-
proved or licensed by the state department of social welfare for the
care of children of similar age, sex and characteristics:

(e) Commit the child to a public institution or agency authorized
by law to receive children of similar age, sex and characteristics.
In every commitment to a state institution or agency under this sub-
section, except when all parental rights are terminated., the order
shall contain a provision requiring the parent or parents retaining
parental rights to reimburse the state monthly for the cost of the
care given the child to the extent such parent or parepts are able
so to do as shall be determined by the court. The amount of such
reimbursement to be paid shall be included in the order of commit-
ment of the child. It shall be the duty of the superintendent to
notify the department of revenue of the date any child was received
in the institution or agency when the order committing such child
included an amount of reimbursement to be paid the state. The
department of revenue shall collect the amounts so determined and
credit them to the general fund of the state: Provided, That no
collections shall be made after a child is released or discharged
except delinquent accounts. The court in every order of commitment
to a state institution or agency under this subsection shall name
the superintendent of the institution to which the child is commit-
ted as a special guardian to receive any benefits due the child from
the government of the United States, and such benefits are to be

used to the extent necessary to pay for the portions of the cost of-:

care in the institution which the parent or parents are found unable
to pay:

(f) In the case of a child between 17 years of age and 19 years of
age, commit for a period not to exceed 30 days to the county jail,
or commit said child for such minimum term as the judge may deter-
mine to the Michigan corrections commission for correctional treat-
ment and care. Parole shall be granted, rescinded, amended, or
revoked, or discharge granted, by said commission in the manner pre-
scribed by chapter 2 of Act No. 4 of the Public Acts of the Second
Extra Session of 1947, being sections 791.21 to 791.43, inclusive,
of the Compiled Laws of 1948, and any child violating parole shall
be treated in accordance with the provisions of said chapter 2 of
Act No. 4 of the Public Acts of the second extra session of 1947,
being sections 791.21 to 791.43, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws of
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1948. and the period of time between the date of commitment and the
date on which said child reaches the age of 21 years shall be con-
sidered in the maximum term: Provided, however, That any child so
committed shall be confined and cared for separate and apart from
persons committed by courts of criminal jurisdiction, and shall not
be confined or subject to probationary or parole orders beyond his
twenty-first birthday:

(g) Require that the parent or other adult legally responsible for
the care of such child, unless said child is in the permanent custo-
dy of the court, provide such care, or reimburse the county or state

for the cost of any care provided or to be provided by the county or -

s tate on order of the court, as shall to the court seem reasonable
and within the ability of said parent or adult so to do, and such
reimbursement shall be credited to the general fund of the county or
state;

(h) Provide the child with such medical, dental, surgical, or
other health care., in a local hospital if available or elsewhere,
maintaining insofar as possible a local physician-patient relation-
ship, and with clothing and such other incidental items, as to the
court seems necessary. '

(i) Order the parents, guardian or custodian or any other person
to refrain from continuing conduct which, in the opinion of the
court, has caused or tended to cause the child to come within, or to
remain under, the provisions of this act.

Any order directed to a parent, or any person other than the
child, shall not be effectual and binding on said parent or other
person unless opportunity for hearing has been given pursuant to
issuance of summons or notice as provided in sections 12 and 13 of
this chapter, and until a copy of such order, bearing the seal of
said court, shall have been served on such parent or other person,
(1) personally, or, (2) by registered mail to his last known ad-
dress, as hereinbefore provided in section 13.

HiSTORY: Am. 1953, Act 139, Eff. Oct. 2.

712A. 19 Juvenile division of probate court; supplemental order of
disposition; report of child placed in foster care.

Sec. 19. Such cause may be terminated or such order may be
amended or supplemented, within the authority granted to the court
in the preceding section, at any time or from time to time, as to
the court seems necessary and proper, as long as the child remains
under the jurisdiction of the court, subject to the provisions of
the following section, and such amended or supplemented order shall
be referred to as a "supplemental order of disposition" : Provided,
That in all cases in which the child is placed in foster care, the
court shall, at intervals of not more than 6 months after the most
recent order of disposition, require the county agent to submit
reports based on an investigation conducted by his office or by a
Probation officer or on information submitted by a suitable
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public or private family service or child caring agency approved by the court,
regarding the situation of the child’s family and close relatives and the possi-
bility of their reestablishing a home for the child, such reports to continue as
long as the child is under the jurisdiction of the court.

HISTORY: Am. 1951, Act 98, Eff. Sept. 28.

712A.20 Temporary or permanent custody.

Sec. 20. The court in all cases involving custody shall state in the order for
disposition or any supplemental order of disposition whether the child is placed
in the temporary or permanent custody of the court. If the child is placed in the
temporary custody of the court, no supplemental order of  disposition providing
permanent custody, or containing any other order of disposition shall be made
except at a hearing pursuant to issuance of summons or notice as provided in
sections 12 and 13 of this chapter. If the child is placed in the permanent cus-
tody of the court, all parental rights are terminated, though such rights may be
reinstated by a supplemental order of disposition.

712A.21 Juvenile Division of Probate Court; Petition for Re-hearing; Supple-
mental Order.

Sec. 21. Any interested person, at any time while the child is under the
jurisdiction of the court, may file a petition, in writing and under oath, for a
rehearing upon all matters coming within the provisions of this chapter, and
upon the rehearing the court may affirm, modify or set aside any order so re-
viewed. If parental rights have been terminated by an order entered in the pro-
ceedings and custody of the child has been removed from the parents, guardian
or other person, the petition for rehearing shall be filed within 6 months from-
the date of entry of the order terminating parental rights; and the petition shall
set forth in detail the place, manner and all other information requested by -the
court in reference to the proposed future custody of the child. The rehearing
shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of this chapter relative
to the conduct of original hearings. At any time the court may enter an order
for supplemental disposition as long as the child remains under the jurisdiction
of the court.

HISTORY: Am. 1958, Act 129, Eff. Sept. 13.

712A.22 Appeal to circuit court; procedure; appeal bond not required.

Sec. 22. Appeal may be taken to the circuit court by the prosecuting attorney
or any person aggrieved by any order of the juvenile division of the probate
court, in the manner provided by sections 36 to 52, inclusive, of chapter 1 of
Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1939, as amended, insofar as applicable,
except that the provisions of section 39 of said chapter shall not apply and ‘
no such appeal bond shall be required: Provided, That the pendency of an
appeal shall not suspend said order unless the circuit court shall specifically
so order.

HISTORY: Am. 1947, Act 134, Eff. Oct. 11,

712A.23 Unlawful evidence in actions against child.
Sec. 23. A disposition of any child under this chapter, or any
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evidence given in such case, shall not in any civil, criminal or any other
cause or proceeding whatever in any court, be lawful or proper evidence
against such child for any purpose whatever, except in subsequent cases
against the same child under this chapter.

712A.24 Placement in institution; summary of information, conveyance,
progress report.

Sec. 24. Whenever the court shall place a child in any public or private
institution or agency, it shall transmit with the order of disposition or sup-
plemental order of disposition a summary of its information concerning such
child, and such child may be placed in the care of a county agent, probation
officer, juvenile matron or some other reliable person designated by the
court to be conveyed to the institution, and the same compensation shall be
paid by the state for the transportation of said child as is paid to county
agents in like cases.

Whenever the court shall place a child in a private or incorporated insti-
tution or agency, it shall require a progress report concerning said child
which shall be made at least once every 6 months from the date of the order.

HISTORY: Am. 1947, Act 284, Eff. Oct. 11.

712A.25 Foster care of children; expenses, payment, rules, stondards of
care.

Sec. 25. All expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions of this chapter,
except as may otherwise be specifically provided by law, shall be paid upon
the order of the judge of probate by the county treasurer from the general
fund of the county: Provided, That the provisions of Act No. 283 of the Public
Acts of 1939, as amended, being sections 722.301 to 722.32S, inclusive, of
the Compiled Laws of 1948, and Act No. 158 of the Public Acts of 1937, as
amended, being sections 722.201 to 722.244, inclusive, of the Compiled
Laws of 1948, shall remain in full force and effect: And provided further,
That payments for the foster care of children may also be made from the
child care fund of the county, established in section 73 of Act No. 280 of
the Public Acts of 1939, as amended, being section 400.73 of the Compiled
Laws of 1948, for receiving state funds for foster care if the children are in
the care of a licensed child caring institution or placement agency; or, the
children having been placed under the direct supervision of the court, pay-
ments may be made from the said child care fund of the county if the court
certifies in its order to the treasurer that the care given the child meets ad-
ministrative rules of the probate court for such care and service established
as herein provided: Provided, That payments may be made without such
certification during the 1-year period following the effective date of this act
or until the rules are established, whichever period of time is shorter. Im-
mediately following the effective date of this act, the presiding probate
judge shall appoint a committee of probate judges on administrative rules
for the care of children in foster care. The committee of probate judges shall
confer with the director of the state social welfare department for the purpose
of promulgating said rules.
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Such rules shall include standards of (1) personnel engaged in placement
and supervision of children; (2) record keeping for the planning for the child;
(3) homes selected for foster care; (4) family foster homes used by the court
shall be selected with consideration of the religious, racial and cultural
background of the child to be placed.

HISTORY: Am. 1951, Act 98, Eff. Sept. 28, Am. 1955, Act 112, Eff.Oct. 14*.

*N.B. Act 112, P.A. 1955, has o Section 2 which reads as follows:

Section 2. This amendatory act shall become effective April 1, 1956, in
respect to liability by the state for any part of the cost of care of children
admitted to foster care subsequent to June 30, 1955.

712A.26 Punishment for contempt.

Sec. 26. The court shall have the power to punish for contempt of court in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 5 of Act No. 314 of the Public Acts
of 1915, /'The Judicature Act of 1915,’ as amended, any person who wilfully
violates, neglects, or refuses to obey and perform any order or process said
court has made or issued in the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.

712A.27 Quarters, equipment, supplies.

Sec. 27. Suitable quarters, equipment, and supplies shall be provided by
the board of supervisors of each county for the use of the juvenile division
of the probate court in said county.

712A.28 Records of cases; reimbursement orders; reports by court.

Sec. 28. The court shall maintain records of all cases brought before it.

Such records shall be open only by order of the court to persons having a
legitimate interest. Whenever the court issues an order in respect to pay-
ments by a parent under subdivision (e) of section 18 of this chapter, a
copy shall be mailed to the department of revenue. Action taken against
parents or adults shall not be released for publicity unless such parents
or adults are adjudged guilty of contempt of court. The court shall furnish
the state department of social welfare with reports of the administration
of the juvenile division in such form as shall be recommended by the Michi-
gan associaticn of probate and juvenile court judges. Copies of such re-
ports shall, upon request, be made available to other state departments
by the department of social welfare.

HISTORY: Am. 1959, Act 184, EFf. Mar. 19, 1960.
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APPENDIX E

SCHEDULE CARD

Height Welght Age Race Rural-Urban Deprivation

Behavior Log Interests School Grade Time Known to Court
QOffenses Peer Relations Detall Review Committee
Decision
Counsslor Contacts Intelligence
Eehavior UounleIigg Other VerEaI
Performance

Full Seale

Club Activities

Psychological Evaluation

Behavior to Watch for

Needs of the Youngster

Psyohiatric Evaluation

Comments
Cottage Planning Committee Writer's Grade
Classifiocation Classification
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