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ABSTRACT

THE RELIGION WRITERS AND THE SECULAR PRESS: AN
ANALYTICAL AND INTERACTIONAL STUDY OF THE
RELIGION WRITER'S ROLE AS PERCEIVED BY
THE WRITERS, THEIR SUPERIORS, AND
RELIGIOUS LEADERS

by Elizabeth E. Brenner

This study examines the gatekeepers role of the
religion news writers of the secular press as perceived
by the writers themselves, their superiors, and reiigious
leaders. The data were obtained through in-depth inter-
views with those who were found to be the representatives
of these groups in Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, and
ililwaukee. The interviews were conducted with (1) four
religion writers who were all present or past presidents
of the Religious Newswriters Association, (2) four
superiors of these writers, one for each, and (3) sixteen
religious leaders, selected to represeht various racial,
theological, and social backgrounds.

The study provides evidence of a cleavage between
the three groups insofar as the religion news writers'
role is concerned. However, this cleavage is not as wide
as was expected. The views of religion writers and their

superiors on the role were similar. They see the
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religion writer's role primarily as one of informing
readers and interpreting and explaining to them what is
happening in the world of religion. Bald announcements
of past or forthcoming events were generally considered
less important. Such suggested roles as inspiration,
promotion of organized religion, and newspaper circula-
tion increase were rejected by both groups. Other roles
such as teaching basic beliefs, forecasting future trends
in the churches, and criticizing the churches were en-
dorsed by most of the writers, but were received with
less enthusiasm by their superiors.

Religious leaders generally divided themselves into
two groups. The view of the socially and theologically
liberal on the religion writer's role was much more
closely allied to that of the journalists than was the
view of theological and social conservatives. The liberals
tended to want interpretation and in-depth reporting,
with articles centered on issues. The conservatives
tended to fear that such interpretative writing would
not accurately present their views and sought more
announcements of religious events. Although neither
group wanted the activities and beliefs of a specific
church promoted, some conservatives did want religion

as a whole to be advocated.



THE RELIGION WRITERS AND THE SECULAR PRESS: AN
ANALYTICAL AND INTERACTIONAL STUDY OF THE
RELIGION WRITER'S ROLE AS PERCEIVED BY
THE WRITERS, THEIR SUPERIORS, AND
RELIGIOUS LEADERS

By

Elizabeth E. Brenner

A THESIS

Submitted to
Michigan State University
in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of

MASTER OF ARTS

School of Journalism

1970



Accepted by the faculty of the School of Journalism,
College of Communication Arts, Michigan State University,
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Master

of Arts degree.

MNowaehs,

Director of Thesis

ii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter

I. THE PROBLEM AND METHODOLOGICAL

TIONS OF THE STUDY . .

Introduction . . . . .

The Problem and Methodological

tions . . 3 . . . . .

II. THE LITERATURE AND THE SETTING

The Literature . . . .
The Setting . . . . .

III.

Religion Writers . . .
Immediate Superiors .
Leaders of Religion .
An Overview . . . . .

IV. ANALYSIS OF THE DATA .

.

[

Examination of Assumptions

Overview . « « « o o &
V. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Summary . . ¢ . o o o
Conclusions . . . . .

Suggestions for Closing th
Suggestions for Further Study

Appendix
I. SUBJECTS INTERVIEWED .

II. QUESTIONS ASKED . . .

BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . . . . . .

THE FINDINGS OF THE FIELD STUDY

Gap

CONSIDERA-

Considera-

.

Page

10
15

15
19

27

27
35
42
51

54

54
69

72

72
73
76
77

79
81
83



CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND METHODOLOGICAL
CONSIDERATIONS OF THE STUDY

Introduction

News can be considered as an account of a current
idea, event, or problem that interests people. Those
that control its flow are sometimes termed "gatekeepers,"
because they "keep the gate" through which news must pass
if it is to continue along the channel to consumption in
the mass media.

Kurt Lewin, originator of the gatekeepers concept,
considered the gatekeepers as the influential factors in
channels of group relationships.l David Manning White
extends the Lewinian concept to the media of mass com-
munication2 and suggests that communication of informa-
tion moves through various gates. Among those manning
gates are the originators of the news, the sources of

the news, those in the media who decide whether the news

1Kurt Lewin, "Frontiers in Group Dynamics II:
Channels of Group Life; Social Planning and Action Re-
search," Human Relations, I (1947), 143-153.

2David Manning White, "The 'Gatekeeper': A Case
Study in the Selection of News," Journalism Quarterly,
XXVII (Fall, 1950), 383-390.

1



will be printed, those who are responsible for seeing
that it is printed, and the readers.

The communication of news of religion through the
secular press--which in this paper will mean newspapers--
poses certain problems common to gatekeepers. Between
the origination of events, ideas, or information and
their consumption in a newspaper stand several gates
and gatekeepers. Among them are the religion writer and
his superiors, who set policy. Others are the leaders
of religion. Thus, the religion writer, his superiors,
and the leaders of religion become gatekeepers insofar
as the flow of news of religion through the print media
is concerned. This observation is based partially on
the experience of this writer as a media practitioner
in the field of news of religion for fifteen years.

On the basis of this experience and of the writ-
ings of other practitioners in the field, certain well-
defined roles of persons designated to write news of
religion can be delineated. Although in years past the
newest staff member usually wrote news of religion,
newspapers with large circulation now employ religion
writers to handle the beat full time. Some travel world-
wide. More than 90 per cent of American newspapers have

a weekly church page or section.3 In the past, religion

3“Press Is Keeping Pace With Religious Interest,"
Editor & Publisher, July 5, 1958, p. 43.




news was likely to be bland and trivial, but in recent
years it has become more discerning and has more depth.
These latter assertions find support from writers for the
two American newsgathering agencies which supply news to
practically every daily newspaper in the country. George
Cornell, religion writer for the Associated Press, wrote:
"The swing is toward more thorough, discerning coverage,
and this will continue."4 Louis Cassels, senior editor
for United Press International, suggests that newspapers
have improved their coverage of religion greatly during
the past twenty years: "Prior to 1950, religious news
was confined to the journalistic ghetto of the weekly
‘church page'. . . . Religion now rates run of the paper
treatment in most dailies."5
The religion writer advises his superiors on
choice of press service reports, usually decides what
local religion news will be printed, writes it, and
often decides how it will be placed on a newspaper page.
Religion writers as gatekeepers must consider
what values are important in judging news. On this
matter Cornell said: "As I see it,-the newsiest aspect

of religion is its inner core of convictions, the

4George Cornell, "Religion's New Entree to the
City Room," Christianity Today, Oct. 14, 1966, p. 9.

5Louis Cassels, "Covering Religion News,"
Bulletin (American Society of Newspaper Editors),
September-October, 1969, p. 7.




reasoning behind them, and their implications for men."6

Adon C. Taft, religion writer of the Miami Herald,7

and Cassels8 concur with Cornell. Yet trivia and bland-
ness remain. As Harold Fey, former editor of the

Christian Century, interdenominational weekly magazine

with a theologically and socially liberal slant, has
written, there "is too much reporting of religiosity
instead of religion and too many journalists who don't
know the difference between the two."9
Another determination that must be made by religion
writers is the amount of space or prominence various

denominations or faith groups will receive. A study by

David Kucharsky, news editor of Christianity Today,

conservative Protestant fortnightly magazine, suggests
that religion writers compromise news value in order to
maintain a balance between the groups.10

Another decision that must be made by religion

writers is their attitude toward the churches. Religion

6Cornell, "Religion's New Entree to the City
Room," p. 10.

7Adon C. Taft, "Lively Churches are Headline
Prospects," Christianity Today, Sept. 25, 1963, p. 7.

8Cassels, "Covering Religion News," p. 7.

9Harold E. Fey, "The Press Dodges Hard Question
in Reporting of Religion," Quill, July, 1959, p. 12.

loDavid E. Kucharsky, "Religious News Reporting
as a Journalistic Specialty," (unpublished M.A. thesis,
American University, 1962), p. 65.



writers reject suggestions that they should "sell" reli-

gion in general or any one religious view in particular.

11 and stress the

12

They call this "wicked" and "sinful"
primary need to be a competent reporter.
Other factors to be considered by the religion
writer are whether the news of religion shall be made
to conform to the typical criteria of the public press,
such as universal interest, emotional impact, timeli-
ness, and accuracy in how it reflects the community,
and for whom the religion writer is writing: church
members, whose with a peripheral interest in religion,
those who do not go to church, or the entire community.
The religion writer's gatekeeper function is
influenced by his superiors, who provide the policy by
which he operates. There are sacred cows to be watched,
good taste to be maintained, and commercialism to be
avoided. The suggestion has been made that superiors
discourage the publication of material that could
offend anyone. Cornell, for instance, comments that
editors have been "reluctant to carry anything about
serious doctrinal concepts or problems lest they bring

13

on a wave of complaints." And Curtis MacDougall,

llCassels, "Covering Religion News," p. 7.

12George Dugan, "Religion Is News," in Roland
Wolseley, ed., Writing for the Religious Market (New
York: Association Press, 1956), p. 8l.

13Cornell, "Religion's New Entree to the City
Room," p. 10.




professor of journalism at Northwestern University, has
blamed editors fearful of stirring up religious strife
for the lack of controversy.14 On the other hand,
Cassels writes that there has been a tendency among some
newspapers to give much attention to religious contro-
versy15 and Kucharsky credits newspapers with taking an
increasingly courageous attitude. "Actually, unfavor-
able stories do appear from time to time."16
A leader of religion, too, influences the reli-
gion writer in his role as gatekeeper. He can discourage
release of some news by his subordinates, attempt to
persuade the religion writers of their point of view,
suggest the religion writer be informed of certain news,
and register disapproval with him or his superiors if
material is published with which he disagrees. If a
public relations director is employed by his office,
he can attempt to dictate the information issuing from
that office. Whether efforts to control the religion
writer succeed is partly dependent on the ingenuity,

perseverence, and insight of the religion writer; partly

on the ingenuity, perseverence, and insight of the

14Curtis D. MacDougall, Interpretative Reporting
(5th ed.: New York: Macmillan, 1968), p. 453.

15

Cassels, "Covering Religion News," p. 8.

16Kucharsky, "Religious News Reporting," p. 69.



leader of religion, and partly on the degree to which
the religion writer and leaders of religion agree on
news values.

The review of literature indicates that some re-
ligious leaders would shut the gate on news that is not
favorable to organized religion, that is not what they
consider the "proper" view on an issue, or is not what
they consider uplifting to the readers. They would put
government controls on the press when it does not live
up to these goals. One example of these observations
is the Decree on the Instruments of Social Communication
promulgated by the Second Vatican Council. The decree
suggests that man has a right to information about
affairs which affect him, but stresses the need for an
"upright conscience on the use of these instruments,
particularly with respect to certain issues which are

17 The "norms of

morality" must "be held sacred," the decree says.18

rather sharply debated in our times."

Additionally, it asserts that public authority "has the
duty of seeing to it in a just and vigilant manner" that
public morals and social progress are not endangered by

"perverted" use of the mass media.19 Sister M. Augustine

17"Decree on the Instruments of Social Communica-
tion," in The Documents of Vatican II, ed. by Walter M.
Abbott, S.J. (New York: Guild Press, 1966), p. 322.

18

Ibid.

191pid., p. 329.



Maher, in studying twelve addresses to journalists made
by Pope John XXIII, found that the Pope advocated man's

right to know, yet wanted to restrict man's right to

20

know evil. John B. Sheerin, editor of the Catholic

World, reflected the views of journalists toward the
Vatican Council decree when he wrote: "We do get the
impression that all the emphasis is on restriction
rather than right and that the right to inform is being
choked to death by ifs and buts."21
Another view toward the press is evident in this
comment by theologian George H. Tavard: "I hate to
think what would have happened to the theology of St.
Thomas Aquinas, had he been obliged to wonder what dis-
tortions his thought would undergo and to what approxi-
mations it would be reduced by the journalists of his
day."22
Howard V. Fogel suggests that the church has
tried to control the secular press but has failed. The
failure is proved, he said, because religious denomina-
tions have found it necessary to establish their own

publications and publishing houses.23

20Sister M. Augustine Maher, "An Analysis of Pope
John's Considerations on the Press," (unpublished M.A.
thesis, Marquette University, 1967), p. 24.

21John B. Sheerin, C.S.P., "The Communication
Decree: Why the Dissent?" Catholic World, February,
1964, p. 267.

22George H. Tavard, "The Council, the Press, and
Theology," 1Ibid., September 1964, p. 339.

3Howard V. Fogel, "Colonial Theocracy and a
Secular Press," Journalism Quarterly, XXXVII (Autumn,
1960), p. 532.




It is also indicated that some leaders of reli-
gion are not trying to influence the press. Cornell,
for instance, suggests: "The evangelical wing pays

24

scant attention to mass media." Why this is true he

does not discuss.

An Overview

The religion writer plays an important gatekeeper
role in deciding what news of religion will be communi-
cated through the secular press. This role is influenced
by his superiors, who set the policy under which he
operates, and by leaders of religion, who can ignore
the press, intentionally try to keep items from it, or
urge publication of certain articles.

The discussion also suggests that religion
writers and leaders of religion look on the public
press and its relationship to the church in differing
lights. This difference is perhaps best delineated in

a forum discussion in Christianity Today in 1967.25

Members of the forum included several religion writers;
the panel was moderated by Carl F. H. Henry, then
editor of the magazine. Henry asked the writers: "Is

it our duty to force a critical examination of accepted

24Cornell, "Religion's New Entree to the City
Room," p. 10.

25“Christians at Mass Media Frontiers,"
Christianity Today, Sept. 15, 1967, pp. 8-12.
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values and unconscious assumptions?" Reporter after
reporter answered no. As William Willoughby, Washing-
ton correspondent for Religious News Service, phrased
it, "A news writer on religion needs to be careful that
he does not carry his own bias on religion into his

stories."26

The Problem and Methodological Considerations

The Problem

The purpose of this study is to examine the
religion writer's gatekeeper role as perceived by the
writers themselves, their superiors, and their immediate

sources--the leaders of religion.
The Objectives

The specific objectives of the study are the
following:

l. To examine the roles that religion writers
define for themselves through the interactive processes
of constraints from their immediate superiors and from
their immediate sources.27

2. To study the digression from the\gomposite

role situation on the part of three elements of the

interactive processes.

261p3i4., p. 12.

27Readers are not being taken into consideration

because of the limitations of finances and time.
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3. To suggest ways through which gaps between
various elements of these interactive processes could be

bridged.
The Assumptions

Specifically, the study would attempt to examine
the following assumptions which are central to the
study:

l. A wide gap exists between the three elements
in the interactive processes in their perception of the
desirable role for religion writers.

2. This gap tends to make leaders of religion
criticize the work of the religion writer in their own
community.

3. Leaders of religion believe the goal of
religion writers should be to aid the cause of religion,
rather than to be part of an independent process of news
communication.

4. Religion writers are more willing to write of
controversy in the churches than are either their super-
iors or the leaders of religion to have news of such
controversy printed.

5. Religion writers' superiors see them as one
of many specialists, with functions much like those of

other specialists.
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Methods of the Study

The methods used in the study are informal survey
research techniques and in-depth personal interview.

The questionnaire used in the interviews was de-
signed to elicit information about roles of the religion
writer and specific problems encountered in discharge
of those roles.

Because of limitations of time and funds, the
sample of the study includes four religion writers, four
superiors (one for each of the writers), and four leaders
of religion in each community served by the writers.

The four religion writers were selected because all are
(or were at the time of the interviews) responsible for
the news of religion on metropolitan newspapers in the
Midwest, and because they are president or past presi-
dent of the Religious Newswriters Association and are
thus somewhat representative of the field.

The managing editor of each newspaper--the Chicago

Tribune, the Cleveland Press, the Detroit News, and the

Milwaukee Journal--was asked for an interview, but he

sometimes handed the request to another editor. Thus,
the term immediate superior as used here is intended to
refer to whichever manager was acting as the superior.

The religion writers were asked to supply names
in their own communities of those who fill specific

positions, with a view to a cross-section of the major
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religious groupings in a community--racially, numerically,
and in social and theological outlook. In each community
an effort was made to talk to a Roman Catholic, a United
Methodist, a fundamental white Protestant, and a black.
The limitation in the sample means that the gen-
eralizations of the study will be valid only for those

included in the study.
Definitions

The following have been especially defined for
the study:

l. Role--A patterned sequence of learned actions
performed by a person in an interactive situation.28

2. Interaction--The reciprocal influencing of
the acts of persons and groups, usually mediated through

. . 29
communication.

Organization of the Remainder of the Thesis

The thesis will be organized in the following way:

Chapter two will be devoted to a look at other
research and at the setting in which the study was con-
ducted--the cities, the newspapers, the religion writers.

In chapter three, the data will be presented. In chapter
|
-\

87ulius Gould and William L. Kolb, eds., A Dic-
tionary of the Social Sciences, (New York: The Free
Press, 1964), p. 609.

29

Ibid., p. 657.
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four, the data will be analyzed. In chapter five,
conclusions and suggestions for future research will

be presented.



CHAPTER II

A REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND
THE SETTING OF THE STUDY

A Review of Literature

Several studies relate to the problem under exam-
ination in the study. Many are concerned with the gate-
keeper role of other groups of communicators. Among
these groups are agricultural workers, reporters on
civil liberties issues, education reporters, and city
editors.

Specifically, three studies reveal that perceived
community opinion has little effect in the news channel.
Breed found that newsmen gain more rewards from their
colleagues and superiors than from their readers and
that they shape their work to collect these rewards.30
They define their values according "to the more pragmatic
level" of those in the newsroom, he suggested. Donohew

found that the news coverage in Kentucky on the issue of

federal health insurance for the elderly was shaped more

30Warren Breed, "Social Control in the News Room:
A Functional Analysis," Social Forces, XXXIII (May, 1955),
326-7.

15
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by the publisher‘'s attitude than by any other single

factor.31

He, too, found little evidence that community
opinion was a significant factor in the news channel.
Gieber's study revealed that reporters covering civil
liberties in four California cities were more concerned
with craft conditions and with "writing a good story"

than with the reader.32

In addition, he found that what
a source considered news differed greatly from what the
reporter considered news. Most sources, he found acknow-
ledged that one of their major goals is to rally their
followers.

Two studies examined the most effective means of
exercising an influence on the press. Johnson found
that the most effective means is to win the respect and

33 Tichenor found that

understanding of the newsmen.
among agricultural writers in Minnesota face-to-face
contact did not improve the editor's opinion of the

source of the material, or increase agreement on news

judgment or amount of space devoted to the agricultural

31Lewis Donohew, "Newspaper Gatekeepers and Forces
in the News Channel," Public Opinion Quarterly, XXXI
(Spring, 1967), 61-8.

32Walter Gieber, "How the 'Gatekeepers' View
Local Civil Liberties News," Journalism Quarterly, XXXVII
(Spring, 1960), 199-205.

33L. Z. Johnson, "Christian Science Committee on
Publicity: A Study of Group and Press Interaction,"
(unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Syracuse,
1963).
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agent's material.34

He also found that the agricultural
agents' news judgment in reality was closer to that of
the agricultural editor than was his perception of what
he thought the editor would think was newsworthy.

Ward studied what news element was considered

35 He found that the

most valuable by ten city editors.
most highly valued element was its high impact. Follow-
ing that, in order, were its oddity, the known principals
involved, conflict, and magnitude.

Fewer studies are helpful in the religious field.
Brod found the coverage generally accurate and honest
on four church-state issues.36 Hormel studied the de-
velopment of the communications system in the United
Presbyterian Church and found it was more decisively
influenced by the varying degrees of conflict within

the church than between the church and its environment.37

34Philip J. Tichenor, Clarice N. Olien and George
A. Donohue, "Predicting a Source's Success in Placing
News in the Media," Journalism Quarterly, XLIV (Spring,
1967), 32-42,

35Walter James Ward, "News Values, News Situations,
and News Selection: An Intensive Study of Ten City
Editors," (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University
of Iowa, 1967).

36Donald F. Brod, "Church, State and Press:
Twentieth-Century Episodes in the United States," (un-
published Ph.D. dissertation, University of Minnesota,
1969).

37Sidney J. Hormel, "The Presbyterian Communication
System," (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of
Illinois, 1966).
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Millard found that the readers of the denominational

magazine, Presbyterian Survey, were likely to be regular

churchgoers and that readership decreased as education
and income increased. The news stories most read were
those that dealt with important events in the life of

almost any adult, such as marriage.38 As Presbyterian

Survey is distributed to all homes in any church order-
ing it, it may bear more relationship to religion news
in a secular newspaper than most religious journals,
which are assumed to be distributed only to those who
want it.

This review of literature would strengthen the
expectation of a gap in news judgment between religious
leaders and communicators. If religious leaders are
like sources of civil liberties news in California, they
are concerned with rallying their supporters and with
internal tensions. On the other hand, religion writers
can be eépected to be concerned with receiving accept-
ance from co-workers and editors. The religion writers
could be expected to favor articles they believe will
have the most impact on the reader, rather than what
will help any group within the community, such as the

churches. Respect for religious leaders, not necessarily

38William J. Millard, Jr., "Reader Characteristics
and Content Preferences for a Denominational Magazine,"
Journalism Quarterly, XLI (Summer, 1964) 433-436.




19

personal contact, would be expected to most influence
the religion writers as gatekeepers, the studies would
suggest. News of institutional religion could be ex-
pected to be of less interest than articles on subjects

more directly related to each person's life.

The Setting

A description of the four religion writers who
are the focus of this study, their newspapers, and their
cities is pertinent at this point, because the role they
play is dependent in part on their cities, their news-
papers, and their own background.

1. Richard Philbrick, religion editor of the

Chicago Tribune, is forty-nine. He has held his present

position fifteen years and asked for the post four years
after joining the Tribune staff. Before joining the
Tribune, he had worked for the City News Bureau in
Chicago. He also has covered police and the courts,
handled neighborhood news, and worked on rewrite. He
was a copy editor before moving to the religion beat.
He is an active member of the United Church of Christ,
a liberal Protestant denomination, and for six years
was a member of the board of directors of the Office of
Communication of the denomination. He was educated at
Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts, the Univer-
sity of Chicago, and the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy.

His college major was English.
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The Tribune in 1946 was, in terms of circulation,
the largest standard-sized daily in the country39 and
its circulation stood at 1,075,000. That had slipped to
805,924 by September 30, 1968, but the Tribune was still
the fourth largest standard-sized daily in the country.40
It is owned by the Chicago Tribune Company, a large, pros-
perous firm (with two newspapers, a radio station, news-
print firm, the landmark Tribune Tower, Great Lakes
freighters and broadcasting stations among its assets)
in a large, prosperous city.

Chicago, a commercial, rail, livestock, and mail
order distributing center, is third in the country in
average income per family--$15,360--and third in the
country in metropolitan population--an estimated
7,055,877.4%

The Tribune is still known, fifteen years after
his death, as Col. Robert H. McCormick's newspaper, so
strong was his imprint. Critics, among them Edwin

Emery,42 journalism historian, and Time magazine,

attacked the Tribune because isolationist, anti-British,

39Edwin Emery, The Press and America: An Inter-
pretative History of Journalism (Englewood Cliffs, N. J.:
Prentice-Hall, 1962), p. 725.

40Editor & Publisher, Inc., Yearbook (New York:
Editor & Publisher, Inc., 1969), p. 78.

41Ibid., Market Guide (New York: Editor & Pub-
liSher, InC., 1969)I p- 13.

42

Emery, The Press and America, p. 724.
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ultra-conservative McCormick distorted the news to match
his biases, but they praised it for its blanket news
coverage and excellent writing and typography.43
Although the Tribune's circulation has slipped,
it still far exceeds that of its competitors. The other
morning daily, the Sun-Times, reported a circulation of

44

545,570 in September, 1968. The afternoon competitor,

the Daily News, reported a circulation of 461,357.

2. Jack Hume, religion editor for the Cleveland
Press, was fifty-two years old when he died in November,
1969. He, too, had been active in the United Church of
Christ. He had been chairman of the deacons of his sub-
urban church and a member of one of the commissions of
the Council of Churches of Greater Cleveland. He was a
graduate of Oberlin College, where he majored in history
and political science. He had been on the staff of the
Press since 1941, as general assignment reporter, auto-
motive editor, state editor, and copy editor. He took
over the religion beat in 1961.

The Cleveland Press is one of the parent news-

papers of the Scripps-Howard group and remains, in some
eyes, the best in a chain that has been known for its

support of the workingman and for its sprightly writing.

43"Moon Is Green," Time, Nov. 1, 1948, pp. 58-9.

44Editor & Publisher, Inc., Yearbook, p. 78.
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The Press has also been known as a civic leader.45 Its

zeal at reporting the trial of Dr. Samuel H. Sheppard,

a Cleveland osteopathic physician, a zeal which "all

but convicted" him in 1955 of slaying his wife,46 was
cited by Sheppard for its biased reportage in his success-
ful appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court to have the convic-
tion set aside. The Press has been fighting a circula-
tion battle with its opposition, the morning Plain

Dealer. Although for years it led in circulation, the

Press by 1968 had dropped behind the Plain Dealer--
47

393,191 to 409,414.

The Cleveland metropolitan area has an estimated
population of more than two million--eleventh largest
in the country--and is fourteenth in the country in

average family income--$l4,l48.48

A port and rail city,
it is dominated by no special industry, although it is
basically a hard-goods manufacturing city. With an es-
timated 305,000 Negroes in the area,49 it elected a

Negro mayor in 1967.

v

45Emery, The Press and America, p. 750.

46"Something Missing Here," Newsweek, Jan. 17,
1966, p. 84.

47Editor & Publisher, Inc., Yearbook, p. 194.

48Standard Rate & Data Service, Inc., Newspaper
Rates & Data, (Skokie, Ill.: Standard Rate & Data
Service, Inc., Sept. 12, 1969), p. 713.

49Editor & Publisher, Inc., Market Guide, p. 3.
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3. Harold Schachern, religion editor of the

Detroit News for thirteen years, was fifty-six years

old when he died May 6, 1969, a few days after he was
interviewed. A Roman Catholic, he had attended parochial
schools and a Catholic college and both he and his wife
were active in the Catholic church. Before joining the
News staff in 1951, he had been a general assignment
reporter and financial editor for four other newspapers
and had worked in public relations.

The News was founded in 1873 by James E. Scripps,
brother of E. W. Scripps, founder of a newspaper chain,
but is not part of the Scripps-Howard newspaper group.
Although Emery called it one of the early champions of

the working man,50 the Detroit News has become, accord-

ing to at least one observer, thorough and sober, the
"respected and towering Gray Lady of Lafayette Street,

Michigan's most influential daily."51

The newspaper
reflects a conservative political, social, and economic
editorial policy; until threatened by Negro leaders
.with a boycott, it had put special emphasis on racial
identification in news of crime and anti-sociability.
The afternoon News and its competitor, the morning Free

Press, have been hard hit by labor strikes in a nine-

year period and were closed 267 days by a strike that

50Emery, The Press and America, p. 464.

51"Shady Lady," Newsweek, Sept. 8, 1969, p. 79.
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ended August 9, 1968. The strike cut sharply into News

circulation, which fell to 592,61252 after the strike

53

from 702,591 before it. The Free Press stands some-

what behind in circulation--530,264 in September, 1968.°%

A port city, Detroit is best known as the capital
of the automobile industry. The metropolitan area is
fifth largest in the country, with an estimated 4,237,000
population. The area has the tenth highest average per-

55 Race riots in

sonal income per household--$14,358.
1967 severely damaged large portions of the city.

4. David Runge, religion writer of the Milwaukee
Journal, is fifty-seven years old and has been religion
writer for the Journal since 1954. He is not a church-
goer or church member. He has been in journalism about
forty years, having entered the field immediately after
his graduation from high school. He did not attend
college. He worked on an Oshkosh, Wisconsin, newspaper
before joining the Journal staff twenty-one years ago.
He had covered almost every news department beat and was

assistant state editor for the Journal when he was moved

to religion.

52Editor & Publisher, Inc., Yearbook, p. 127.

53N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., Directory, Newspapers
& Periodicals, (Philadelphia, Pa.: N. W. Ayer & Son,
Inc., 1969), p. 515.

54

Editor & Publisher, Inc., Yearbook, p. 127.

55Editor & Publisher, Market Guide, p. 3.
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The Milwaukee Journal was founded in 1882 by

Lucius Nieman, whose widow endowed the Nieman Fellow-
ships at Harvard University as a memorial to the pub-
lisher. Blessed with a large volume of advertising

linage, it has been known as a conscientiously edited,

56 It has been

a progressive, responsible, outspoken voice.57 It

well-written, community-conscious daily.

editorialized against Senator Joseph McCarthy during
his witch-hunting in the 1950s. In 1962, when the
city's only other newspaper, the morning Sentinel,
a Hearst-owned publication, was shut by a strike, the
Journal bought it and now operates both from its own
building. The two editorial staffs compete sharplys8
although the circulation of the Journal--363,795--is
more than twice that of the Sentinel--169,011. Eighty
per cent of the Journal stock is owned by the employees.59
The population of the Milwaukee metropolitan area
is an estimated 1,425,800--and the average income per

60

household is $13,852 to put it in eighteenth place in

the country. Sustained efforts to obtain open housing

56Emery, The Press and America, p. 752.

57"Monopoly in Milwaukee?" Newsweek, May 19,
1969, p. 95.

58"Competition in Milwaukee,"”" Time, Feb. 12, 1965,
p. 71.
59, "
Monopoly?" p. 95.
60

Editor & Publisher, Inc., Market Guide, p. 3.
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for Negroes have put the city in the spotlight, although

it has relatively few Negroes.61

An Overview

As the data reveal, the four religion writers in
the study were men of middle age or older, each with
more than two decades of journalism experience, much of
it in fields other than religion. But each had spent
at least eight years writing religion news. Most were
educated in the Midwest. All but one had a college
education, but their college work was not in journalism.
Three were active churchmen: two in a liberal Protestant
denomination, the third in the Roman Catholic Church.
The fourth was not a churchgoer. They all had worked
for large, historically prosperous, influential news-
papers in prosperous port cities in the Midwest, typic-
ally considered a conservative portion of the country.
Two of the newspapers were considered conservative and
two progressive, relative to economic, social, and
political positions as reflected on their editorial

pages.

61Standard Rate & Data Service, Inc., Newspaper
Rates & Data, p. 713.




CHAPTER III

THE FINDINGS OF THE FIELD STUDY

The findings will be divided into three major
sections dealing with the three elements in the inter-
active processes. Within these sections, the material
will be divided according to the various roles of a
religion writer as perceived by the elements of the

process.

Religion Writers

Communicating the News

In general, the religion writers said they see
themselves as reporters who are assigned to cover one
area of news--religion. Professionally, they are only
interested when religion makes news and are not con-
cerned with being apologists, they said.

Only Philbrick, of the Chicago Tribune,volun-

teered an amplified view of his role. He said his most
important function is to know the news of religion in
Chicago and elsewhere so he can evaluate it and advise
superiors. He rated as second in importance the func-

tion of communicating the news and, third, making sure

27
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organized religion is not ridiculed. 1In England, he
said, the church has suffered because the communications
media have carried on a war against it. "I don't think
it is good citizenship to allow this to happen," he said.

Despite this last comment, Philbrick--along with
the others--rejected suggestions that the religion
writers ought to try to promote a sympathetic attitude
toward religion in general or boost a specific church
or its activities. They said they want to help others
understand religion, but that advocating it is not their
role. One comment by Schachern, however, contradicted
this general view. He admitted he attempted to improve
the image of the Negro churches. On the other hand,
even though he was a Roman Catholic, he said he had not
hesitated to report verbal attacks on the cardinal of
Detroit.

In line with this viewpoint, the four agreed that
in theory church news should be required to fit the same
criteria used for determining the value of other news--
such as its timeliness, proximity, appeal, and its future
effect on lives of readers. But Schachern admitted that
this does not always happen and that some items used on
the church page would not be used elsewhere in the paper.

In addition, Hume said the Cleveland Press is not as

"hard on the churches as on politicians."”
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Their view that it is not the religion writer's
role to boost religion correlates with their view that
inspiration is not a criterion they use. (They added
that they do not object if news stories about inspiring
people inspire others.) Neither do they encourage pub-
lication of prayers or such columns as the Lenten series
by Norman Vincent Peale, a prominent New York Protestant
clergyman.

Their view about helping others to understand
religion correlates with their agreement that they should
report religion news not only fairly and objectively,
but also completely and beyond bare facts to an explana-
tion of their meaning. Coverage should extend, they
said, into such subjects of depth as changes in theology.

However, the interviews revealed that by being
fair and objective, the religion writers do not intend
to try to seek a space balance between differing denom-
inational groups or between theological or social "lib-
erals" and "conservatives." This is impossible, they
said, because some groups are newsworthy and others are
not. Schachern added, however, that he was aware that
the fundamentalists get less space than other segments
of the religious community so he consciously seeks them
out.

Their view means, they agreed, that almost any

subject that is newsworthy about religion should be
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published, including some that many persons might not
like to see in print. Among them are conflicts within
congregations or denominations, conflicts between those
in the denominational hierarchy and their subordinates
or councils of subordinates, conflicts in meetings of
such bodies as national bishops' conferences, and fi-
nances, Hume suggested writing of conflicts will benefit
the churches: "Controversy is what man thrives on."

There was one area into which they were reluctant
to step, however--moral shortcomings of clergymen. They
noted that if laws are broken and the information appears
in a public record, the news should be published in the
same way it would be if clergymen were not involved, but
they said they regret the use of this news.

On the news value of announcement of forthcoming
events, the four disagreed. Philbrick and Runge of Mil-
waukee said these announcements are important. Schachern
and Hume indicated they believe they should be limited.
Hume put his opposition this way: "If the churches want
to advertise, let them do so."

There was also no agreement on the breadth of the
word "religion" in the phrase, "religion news," as a
limit to the area of coverage of the religion writer.
Schachern, Runge, and Hume said a religion writer should
be able to write about almost any activity carried on

because of a religious outlook or conscience, whether
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or not sponsored in the name of a religious institution.
(Hume added that other writers would handle war protests
or voter registration drives.) Philbrick, on the other
hand, said newsroom efficiency and operation make it

necessary to limit a religion writer's work to institu-

tional activities.

Helping Increase Readership of the Newspaper

Three of the religion writers suggested there is
some merit to the idea that they should write articles
that will interest the reader, so that this will be an
incentive for readers to buy the newspaper. While con-
curring, Philbrick warned that no one has yet been able,
by surveys or other studies, to determine in advance
which stories will be of interest to readers. And he
added: "There is nothing so debilitating as a newspaper
that prints only news that people will enjoy." Runge
said he hopes that what he writes is interesting but
that the press must inform, even when informing does

not make reading popular.

Commenting on the Church and Predicting Its Future

The four disagreed on whether the religion writer
should comment on activities of the churches, giving
either praise or disapproval where they consider it
merited. Philbrick said he believes this is permissible,

so long as the material is clearly marked as personal
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opinion. This can become a provacative portion of a
newspaper, he said. Schachern and Hume said they com-
ment on the church, but not in their own name. They
preferred, they said, to interview and quote someone
else making the same point. Runge said he believes an
opinion column is objectionable, for it can make readers
question the religion writer's objectivity on straight
news.

They also disagreed on whether the religion writer
has a right to point out trends among the churches and
predict where the churches may be moving. Schachern and
Philbrick approved, Runge said he tended to reject the
suggestion, and Hume said he did this only by quoting

others.

Educating Through the News Columns

The four agreed that one important role is to
educate on basic religious beliefs. Schachern was the
least interested: "I try to be a little educative in
stories." On the other hand, Philbrick said he thinks
education is "definitely" important. He said he finds
theologians willing to expound or he himself attends a
class to learn more and thus be able to write about what
he has learned. Runge commented, "It is surprising how
many people don't understand basic beliefs. At times I
deliberately get into this field." Hume noted, "There

are lots of things Christians think they know but they
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don't." But he added he carried out his role as educa-
tor with the methods of a reporter, not with those of

an educator.

Determining Who the Readers Are

There was no agreement on the reader for whom
the religion writer writes. Schachern and Hume said they
wrote for all, churchgoer and non-churchgoer. However,
Schachern admitted that sometimes he questioned whether
anyone but the churchgoer read what he wrote. Hume ex-
pressed no such doubt. He said the mail received in
response to his articles is from both church member and
non-church member. Runge said he believes his readers
are likely to be intelligent and widely read and are not
determined by whether they attend church. Philbrick said
only that he writes to please himself--what he thinks

is "good" news.

Determining the Value of a Church Page
and of Church News
Runge, Schachern, and Philbrick oppose church
pages, believing they have a tendency to become a "ghetto"

of poor news poorly read. The Chicago Tribune editors

agree and do not have a religion page for news. Related
advertising is grouped together, however. Hume agreed
that church pages often are weak, but added: "They

ensure religion two pages a week."
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The four said they believe religion news in the
secular press helps a community. Their comments:

Schachern: "It's the only way interest in religion
is kept alive in some people."

Philbrick: "The secular press is one of the few
places where there is a disinterested viewpoint. You
can gather information from all sources and put the prob-
lems before the public."

Hume: "The worst thing you can do to somebody is
to ignore him. The churches ought to be warned if some-
thing is going wfong, such as young people leaving."

Runge: "As much as any news helps a community,

I suppose religion news does, too, in the sense of tell-

ing what's going on."

Defining a Religion Writer's Need
to Be Religious

The four agreed that a religion news writer need
not be religious--at least in a traditional sense, such
as attending church--to be a capable religion writer.
Being a competent reporter is more important, they
said. However, Schachern stressed the need for sen-
sitivity toward organized religion, and Philbrick said
a religion writer must respect it.

Being active in a church can hurt a religion writer,
because it can bias his viewpoint, Philbrick, Schachern,

and Runge agreed. On the other hand, Hume suggested it
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is impossible not to be biased about religion to some
degree, even if one is not active in a church. No one
can stand completely outside society, he suggested.
Since the church is part of society, no one can be com-
pletely unaware of the church and not have his opinions
about it shaped to some degree. Additionally, it was
suggested that at times membership in a body that is
making decisions in secret can hinder the religion
writer's freedom to print news. Yet it can also in-

crease his understanding, Philbrick said.

Immediate Superiors

In general, the comments of the superiors were
the shortest of any of the three groups interviewed.
Why this is true was not determined by the study, but on
most questions they did not feel called upon to talk as
long as those in the other groups did. Their major
interest appeared to lie in such practical matters as
whether there should be church pages and these they an-
swered in more detail than the questions dealing with

theoretical goals.

Religion Writers as Specialists

Interviews revealed that the religion writers'
superiors, who are in policy-making positions, see the
religion writers as specialists in their own field--much

like a science writer, an education writer, an aviation
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writer--and believe they should follow the same rules
and patterns in their gatekeeper roles.

William F. Anderson, city editor of the Chicago
Tribune, phrased this position the most directly. He
stressed that the specialist differs from a general
assignment reporter because he is responsible for
evaluating news in his specialty and for alerting his
superiors to future news. A religion writer's primary
task "is to be conversant with all that is newsworthy
in the field of religion," he said.

Others did not use the word specialist, but used
comments such as, "We report religion as we report other
fields of endeavor."

Like other specialists, religion writers do not
have the right to boost their specialty, the superiors
agreed. This is true for news of the activities and
beliefs of a specific church as well as for religion in
general terms. John O'Brien, managing editor of the

Detroit News, said flatly, "I don't think we should

have attitudes." And he added, "We can't care less if

they go to church." The exception to this was Herbert

Kamm, associate editor of the Cleveland Press, who

called promoting a "sympathetic outlook" toward the

churches "entirely acceptable."”
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Religion Writers as News Communicators

All superiors agreed that the religion writer's
function is to report what the churches have accomplished,
to announce what events the churches plan to sponsor, to
explain why they have moved in a specific direction, and
to delve into such difficult matters as theology. Only
O'Brien was hesitant on any of these; he noted that a
qualified writer is essential for reporting changes in
theology and doubted the value of announcements. On
the other hand, Joseph Shoquist, managing editor of the

Milwaukee Journal, said writing on changes in the think-

ing of the churches "is true reporting on religion."

In reporting the activities of the religious
world, the writer should keep in mind, Anderson suggested,
stories "that will really touch thousands of readers,"
those that reveal religion is not "a sterile mental
diversion."

Coverage should not avoid the unpleasant and con-
troversial in religion, they said, but all showed some
hesitancy on reporting immorality of clergymen. The
consensus was that if a clergyman is named in a court
record that record has to be treated the same as any
other person's crime. O'Brien said he doubted that
conflicts about doctrine could be adequately reported.
("We can't sort them out.") Of the four, Kamm was the
most hesitant on the whole subject. He suggested that

in much controversy--within congregations, between
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clergymen and superiors, between fellow clergymen, be-
tween bishop and priests' senate--a disservice can be
done by bringing a controversy to the public's attention
at the wrong stage. He said, "Handle it with care,"

but he added, "Don't duck it."

All other types of conflict were considered
usable by the other superiors, so long as the items are
newsworthy.

Criteria for determining what news is printed
should be the same for religion news as for all other
news, they suggested. They agreed that because bigger
and more socially prominent church bodies or congrega-
tions are likely to do more newsworthy things, they are
in the news more often, but said that size and promin-
ence should not, in themselves, be the determining news
criteria. They also opposed any differentiation between
black and white churches.

Space balance between denominations or those with
varying viewpoints on issues is not important, they
agreed, although Kamm suggested the writer ought to be
aware of how his coverage adds up, and all stressed the
importance of being fair to both sides.

The superiors also stressed the need for local
coverage, although two volunteered comments on the

necessity to relate the local scene to national trends.



39

The superiors disagreed on how broad a definition
of religion the religion writer should use. Kamm suggested
that the limit is the writer's ingenuity. The others
were more interested in institutional religion. Pro-
tests and voter registration are in the province of the

religion writer, they seemed to think.

Religion Writers as Commentators

O'Brien suggested that comment is permissible
in a clearly marked column, when the church is involved
in social issues. Shoquist said he would permit it,
although it is not the religion writer's principal role.
Kamm disagreed. Comment should be on the editorial page
and should be written by an editorial writer, although
ideas could be submitted by the religion writer, he
said. This would be more likely to ensure fairness and
restraint, he suggested.

On the other hand, the superiors approved any
move by religion writers to look at trends and predict
where the church may be moving. From the interviews,
however, it appeared that the idea had not occurred to

them previously.

Religion Writers as Educators

Three of the four gave reluctant assent to the
suggestion that the religion writer should intentionally

educate the readers in basic religious beliefs. Writers



40

have to do this in a routine backgrounding way, they
agreed. Only Kamm was enthusiastic about it as an in-

tended role.

Religion Writers and the Definition
of the Reader
All said the religion writer should be attempting
to write for all the readers--whether or not they are
churchgoers. Shoquist added that he believes those who
are more knowledgeable are more likely to read the

material, however.

The Value of Religion Pages

The question that interested the superiors most
(and divided them most) was the value of religion pages.

Anderson said: "A story that can compete with
all others and win space is likely to be better than one
that is given space to fill a page."

O'Brien said: "The church page is a kind of
wastebasket."

Kamm and Shoquist diagreed. Kamm said: "People
and advertisers look there. 1It's a good idea if we
don't make it a dumping ground." Shoquist said: "I

think it's sensible to have religion collected together."
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A Religion Writer's Religion
As It Affects His Role
None of the superiors said they think a religion
writer needs to be religious, at least in the traditional
sense, as long as he is interested in his field. 1In
fact, they agreed that being too active in a religious

group might make him biased.

Effects of Religion News

The superiors agreed that religion news helps a
community, although most were not emphatic about this
comment. Then Kamm continued: "I'd hate like hell to
think of a community without churches. The newspaper
is an excellent conduit for the church. Communications
between the church and the public is not served any
other way." Shoquist added: "The more the people know

about the church, the better off they are."

Religion Writers and Inspiration

The superiors said they believe it is not the
role of a religion writer to try to inspire readers.
Kamm gave a limited approval to inspiration as a goal,
but even he considered it a lesser goal, primarily
achieved through feature articles on inspiring people.
*Don't go out of your way on this," he warned, "because

much of religion news is inspirational."
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Religion News as a Device to
Increase Circulation
The superiors disagreed on whether religion
writers should try to increase circulation through the
news that they decide to print. O'Brien said, "I don't
think church news ever sold one copy of the paper."

On the other hand, Kamm's answer was a simple yes.

Leaders of Religion

Four primary suggestions for the role of a reli-
gion writer become evident in interviews with leaders
of religion:

1. The religion writer should tell the facts
and no more. Those making this suggestion tended to be
Roman Catholics or conservative Protestants.

2. The religion writer should interpret and ed-
ucate. The United Methodists and blacks generally fell
into this category.

3. The religion writer should promote religion
outright or a sympathetic understanding of it. This
view was held by the smallest number, but drew support
from some in the above two groups.

4. Religion writers should reflect what is typi-
cal of the religious community, not what is unusual. By

reading the secular press, one should be able to gain an
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accurate picture of the religious scene. Those in this
group also belong to one of the above.

To consider the primary suggestions for the role
of a religion writer one at a time:

l. Religion writers should tell just the facts.

Perhaps the most outspoken in this group was
William J. Coughlin, director of information of the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit and a long-time
newspaper employee. Coughlin said: "The prime respon-
sibility of any reporter is to report on the area to
which he is assigned. Harold Schachern and Bill McKay
in Washington are the only ones who do and Harold is
dead. The others interpret."

One who concurred was the Right Reverend Monsignor
A. James Quinn, chancellor of the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland, who said: "We have too much editorializ-
ing and too little reporting."

A third, the Most Reverend William E. Cousins,
Roman Catholic archbishop of Milwaukee, added that he
fears interpretation (he called it editorializing) on
incidents with community impact because it is easy to
draw conclusions that the facts do not justify.

Some in this group, primarily conservative Pro-
testants, wanted emphasis placed on announcements of
forthcoming events. However, only the Reverend George

Sweeting, pastor of the historic Moody Memorial Church,



44

of Chicago, said he believes a religion writer should
avoid writing of changes in such "deeper" areas as
theology. He opposes this, he said, because this means
that the churches more liberal than those like his re-
ceive more space. "Our message is constant, but our
methods change," said Mr. Sweeting, a conservative.
Caution was also expressed by others, who questioned
the ability of the writer to know his subject well
enough to do a competent job.

2. Religion writers should interpret.

Three United Methodists were the primary advocates
of this point of view. One of them, Bishop Thomas W.
Pryor of Chicago, said: "In this day and age someone
who knows what the issues are has to explain them, and
especially in religion." The world needs people who
can see the religious overtones in the day's news, he
continued. The newspaper must play much the same role
for the entire community as the college class on reli-
gion, now increasing in state-operated institutions,
does for the campus, he said. Bishop Pryor is also
concerned with what he sees as increasing polarization
between activists and those concerned with a spiritual
interpretation of religion. This, he believes, an in-
sensitive writer can heighten and a sensitive writer

can lessen.
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Bishop Dwight E. Loder of Detroit stressed the
need for a religion writer to be educated in theology,
church history, psychology, and sociology, as well as
in journalism, so that he can interpret church actions
accurately in the light of the world around it.

The Reverend David G. Owen, executive director
of the United Methodist Strategy Council of Greater
Milwaukee, said he believes the religion writer should
report and interpret developments, national or global,
that will have implications on the local scene. The
writer should look at the "cutting edge" rather than at
the traditional and at current and future trends, not
only specific actions, he said.

The Reverend Louis Beauchamp, president of the
General Baptist State Convention of Wisconsin, said he
sees religion news as shaped mostly around issues.

Some in this group opposed stress on announce-
ments of a forthcoming event. For instance, Bishop
Loder said: "In a metropolitan area, this becomes ab-
surd. That is the responsibility of the religious
community." Four others agreed.

3. Religion writers should promote institutional
religion and inspiration.

Five of the religious leaders said the newspaper
should try to create support for religion in general,
although not one wanted a specific church's activities

or beliefs promoted. The Reverent Jack Rollings, pastor



46

of the independent Metropolitan Baptist Church in Detroit,
was the most outspoken clergyman in favor of promoting
religion. "To sell religion should be the first goal

of a religion writer," he said. "If we could get people
back in church, society would benefit."

Three conservative Protestants and two black
ministers fell into this group. This view aroused some
firm opposition, however. Typical of the opposition
was Archbishop Cousins, who said: "You're not called
to sell in the church page. The fact of having it shows
sympathy." Some indicated, in fact, that they believe
religion cannot win converts through the public press.

On "selling" inspiration, religious leaders were
divided just about evenly. Bishop Pryor suggested:
"The newspaper can't take the place of the church and
the inspiration people should get there in a larger and
more complete way." Others suggested inspiration is
good if carried in a news format but disapproved of it
elsewhere.

4. Religion writers should reflect the total
community.

Archbishop Cousins put the views on this point
most succinctly: "Objectivity should find newsworthi-
ness not in the unusual but against a true background."
He said he believes that too often the press seeks out

the unusual--the demonstrator, for instance--to write
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about, rather than being concerned with how most in a
community act or believe.

Mr. Beauchamp concurred, complaining that news-
paper accounts tend to emphasize those churchmen who
oppose the United States participation in the war in
Vietnam, although, in his opinion, most in the churches
do not favor immediate withdrawal from Vietnam.

To reflect an accurate picture the press should
keep in mind, for instance, if there are more Catholics
in a community, Archbishop Cousins said. If so, he
believes, the Catholics should be given more space than
other groups, because of the number of church members.

Mr. Owen and the Reverend Gladstone L. Brown,
district superintendent for the Methodist Union of
Cleveland, suggested that the important criterion in
selecting news is whether an item will help give an
accurate picture of the world of religon and that other
criteria might have to be held in abeyance to do that.
For instance, news might be too 0ld to meet the press's
criterion of timeliness, but still have something im-
portant to say about religion, they suggested.

One group--the conservative Protestants--tended
to complain that a true reflection of the community is
missing because its side aoes not often get told--that

the emphasis tends toward the liberals.
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All agreed, however, than an actual counting of
inches is not necessary. And Coughlin rebelled at the
entire idea: "It's idiotic to say, 'Give equal time to
all groups.'"

Additionally, the findings indicate the following:

1. Seven of the sixteen leaders of religion
agreed that one of the roles of the religion writer is
to pick news that the public will read, so that readers
will buy the newspaper.

2. Only four of the leaders of religion opposed
giving the religion writer the right to comment. There
was some doubt, however, that most religion writers are
qualified.

3. About half the leaders of religion supported
the proposition that religion writers should try to pre-
dict where the church is going. The division of opinion
on this point did not fall along denominational lines.

4. Most leaders of religion said it is helpful
when a religion writer educates his readers on basic
beliefs. However, Mr. Owen called the value "slight,"
and part of the Sunday school's function; Bishop Loder
called it a secondary function, and Coughlin said no
religion writer should do it consciously.

5. Most religious leaders said they favor airing
of unpleasant subjects and supported the public's right

to know. They indicated a reluctance, however, to report
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fully on clergymen's immorality and on conflicts within
congregations. However, some would limit news in other
ways. The Reverend Oscar J. Naumann, president of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, said he does not
approve of controversy in the press. Bishop Loder said,
"If reporting will destroy a congregation or a man, you
have no right to report it." Mr. Owen suggested there
are "things I have the right not to tell" reporters,
because it might destroy a project. Archbishop Cousins
said he could see no reason why meetings of bishops
should be open to the press when the General Motors
Corporation, for instance, is not expected to open its
board meetings to the public.

6. Two leaders of religion said black churches
should get better treatment than white churches. Two
others said the black church does, in fact, get less.
Others said they should get equal treatment.

7. Only Coughlin said that wealth and social
position should make a difference in coverage of church
news. "You can hardly ignore personalities," he said.
"And influential people are often wealthy."

8. Leaders of religion were divided evenly on
whether "religion" as used by religion writers should
extend beyond the limits of the institutional church.

9. Most of the leaders of religion said they

like to read the church page and would keep it. The
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reason seemed to be that they like to know where to look
for the news that interests them. Only Bishop Pryor
said he does not approve of the idea of a church page:
"It compartmentalizes news and becomes a blank spot for
the non-churchgoer," he said. One other religious
leader, Mr. Brown, admitted that he feared that church
news would not meet the test if it were made to compete
with other news.

10. Nine of the leaders of religion said they
think religion news should be aimed at everyone, whether
or not he attends church. Five doubted that the non-
religious read church news. Two--Mr. Rollings and the
Reverend John Weeden, president of the Ohio Baptist
State Convention--said that news of religion should be
aimed at the person who does not attend church, because
he needs it most.

1l1. Most leaders of religion said a religion
writer must be religious, because then he himself will
be more sensitive to religion. There was some dissent,
however. Coughlin, Mr. Naumann, and Mr. Rollings said
they think it is not necessary. Mr. Owen said he would
rather a non-religious person wrote the religion news
than a person who is so narrow in his religion he "will
frown on that of all others." The Reverend James P.
Roache, secretary of communications for the Roman

Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago, noted that a religion
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writer must be fair and that this is in itself a reli-
gious quality.

12. Most leaders of religion said they think
their local religion writer is doing a good job. Again,
there were some objections. Archbishop Cousins said he
preferred not to answer that question and indicated he
had some kind of complaint about Runge's work. Mr.

Owen and Mr. Beauchamp, both of Milwaukee, complained
that there is not enough local news published in their
community. Mr. Rollings protested that the "vocal min-
ority" gets all the attention in Detroit.

13. All leaders of religion said they think
religion news helps the community. Comments included
these:

Bishop Pryor: "Religion is part of community
life and newspapers are chronicling all of life."

The Reverend Louis Johnson, a member of the board
of managers of the Detroit Association of American Bap-
tist Churches: "The faith that cannot stand to be
scrutinized is perhaps not even faith. I don't want a

newspaper to be protective of religion."

An Overview

From the foregoing, it would appear that the
religion writers see themselves primarily as reporters.

Their major role, they said, is to describe in depth
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events and movements within the religious world and to
help the reader to understand the churches and religion,
now and in the future. They agree that inspiration and
promotion are not their job, but that education is.

Most set few limits other than newsworthiness to what
they write and say religion news should meet the same
criteria for publication that are used to evaluate
other news.

Their superiors generally rejected suggestions
that religion should be promoted. They saw religion as
a legitimate news beat, with its own specialist, as
other areas have specialists. They were enthusiastic
about reporting the news of religion accurately and in
depth, but other proposed purposes were either accepted
reluctantly or rejected. The practical day-to-day prob-
lems--such as the validity of church pages--interested
them more than theoretical talk about objectives.

The leaders of religion rejected the premise
that a specific church should be promoted. About a
third believes the press should support religion in
general, however. About half see the religion writer
as a fact-teller, using little or no interpretation.
The other half believes interpretation is vital. Per-
haps a third suggested that the item that should be
considered newsworthy is not the unusual, but that

which reflects the typical churchman and accurately
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pictures the religious community. The leaders of reli-
gion showed a great variety in outlook. In fact, about
the only views on which almost all agreed was the pub-
lication of a church page, which they like; the neces-
sity for a religion writer to be religious; the value
of religion news to a community; and opposition to pro-

motion of a specific church.



CHAPTER IV

ANALYSIS OF THE DATA

In this chapter the five assumptions which are

central to the study will be examined.

Examination of Assumptions

1. The first assumption is that there is a wide

gap between religion writers, their superiors, and

religious leaders in their perception of the desirable

role for religion writers.

An analysis of the data would indicate that there
is indeed a gap between those studied, but that the
division is not as sharp as the literature referred to
earlier might have led one to expect.

Additionally, the analysis indicates that the
religion writers and their superiors are more likely
to be in agreement than are the communicators and the
religious leaders. The study also indicates there may
be a greater division of opinion among the churchmen
themselves than between the communicators and the more
liberal, activist churchmen. (This is intended to mean

primarily the United Methodists and two of the blacks,
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Mr. Johnson and Mr. Beauchamp.) This study is not de-
vised to determine why this is so.

It became apparent that, despite predictable in-
dividual differences, the superiors and the religion
writers tended to be more homogeneous in their outlook
than were the religious leaders.

This division complicates discussion of a gap
between the three elements of the interactive process
through which the role is defined. For on a number of
questions a definite division appears between communica-
tors and some religious leaders, although not between

communicators and other religious leaders.

Direction of Concern

Perhaps the largest difference between the three
groups is the focus of their concern.

The superiors appeared to be most concerned with
the newspaper itself and the practicalities of publish-
ing one. They said they believe the community is better
off for having churches, but all except Kamm stressed
their intention not to lean toward or away from the
churches, and their comments reflected little thought
about the churches. Although they appeared to treat the
religion writer with the respect due a professional and
called religion an important news beat, they did not

seem to think good coverage of religion news increased
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circulation, and accordingly did not stress writing as
a device for increasing circulation.

The religion writers appeared to be concerned
with the newspaper, the churches, and the readers. Com-
ments of at least three--Schachern, Hume and
Philbrick--indicated they strongly support organized
religion, although they do not intend that this will
color their writing. Whether their support affects
their writing--and they assert it does not--was not
determined by this study. But it is to be assumed that,
at the least, they try not to let it color their writing,
because they spoke often in such terms as "That's not
good journalism," and noted that trying to avoid bias is
one of the basic laws of good journalism. The religion
writers were also concerned for the newspaper in another
sense. They hoped that what they wrote would be one
factor that would aid circulation of the newspaper. 1In
addition, the religion writers showed a concern for
their readers, although their relationship to the readers
was mentioned to a lesser degree. For example, they said
they believe educating readers about religious beliefs is
important because the reader knows little about them.

The concern of the religious leaders appeared to
be primarily the good of the church. Although most said
it is not the role of the religion writer to create sup-

port for religion, their replies included such remarks
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as, "That would hurt the church," or similar language.
Some religious leaders also revealed an understanding

of a role for the public press as an entity all its own.
These were primarily those of the more liberal segment,
who tended to be more interested in what the church and
the press could do for all of society than in what either
could do for the church.

Another primary focus of the religious leaders'
concern was conflicting movements within the world of
religion. Some who are members of groups in the ecu-
menical movement urged that it be supported, while one
leader, whose church is in the American Council of
Churches, complained that the council is slighted.
United Methodist bishops concerned with the church's
role in society wanted the church to be shown in the
light of its relationship to society, and the fundamen-
talists wanted their side of the activist-spiritual
conflict to be published.

Consensus

On some issues all three segments of the inter-
active processes generally agreed. These included re-
jection of any suggestion that individual churches should
be promoted and an agreement that religion writers have
the right to write clearly marked critical comment,

favorable or unfavorable, about the churches.
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Division of Opinion

On some issues opinion was divided primarily
along lines of the three elements of the interactive
process:

i) Religion writers and religious leaders
showed more concern with educating on basic beliefs
than the superiors, who tended to think this would
occur in the general backgrounding of news.

ii) Religious leaders tended to like the church
page concept, but religion writers and their superiors
tended to dislike it.

iii) Religious leaders generally believe writers
must be religious to be sensitive to their news; neither

religion writers nor their superiors agree.

Cleavage Among Religious Leaders

On some issues there was a greater division among
the religious leaders themselves than there was between
the more liberal religious leaders and the communicators.

For example, liberal religious leaders were more
likely to believe that the religion writer should pre-
dict where religion is going than were the conservatives.
The superiors generally thought this a commendable ob-
jective and three of the religion writers approved of it.

Religious leaders also divided over the value of
inspirational material in the public press. The liber-

als tended to reject it, the conservatives to approve
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it, although this generalization, too, is highly unten-
able. Most of the journalists joined with the liberals
in rejecting it.

The religious leaders were also divided on whether
the religion writer should promote religion. Conserva-
tive Protestants generally, but not always, gave their
assent to this position. Liberal Protestants and Catho-
lics opposed it. All communicators opposed it.

Both Consensus and Division

The issue of telling the news is lifted out because
answers about it reveal both agreement and disagreement.

i) As expected, superiors, religion writers, and
almost all religious leaders say that the principal role
of a religion writer is to describe what is going on in
the world of religion.

ii) But differences appear on how to implement
this principle.

Religion writers and their superiors believe the
religious world cannot be accurately, intelligently pic-
tured without some explanation or interpretation by the
writer. Most religious leaders agreed in principle
with the need for interpretation, but a number--mostly
Catholic or conservative Protestant--stressed the dangers
inherent in such an approach. All stressed the need for

a religion writer to be not only unbiased but also
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sensitive and widely informed, so that he can reach ac-
curate conclusions.

Even most of those religious leaders who spoke of
the need for interpretation looked with favor on announce-
ments of forthcoming church activities. Neither group
of communicators stressed the importance of this news to
the same degree.

The religion writers and their superiors agreed
that religion news should be judged by the same standards
used to evaluate news published elsewhere in the news-
paper. Generally, religious leaders said they agreed,
but some suggested that some news that did not seem im-
portant in the light of the usual criteria would be im-
portant in terms of reflecting a complete picture of the
world of religion.

Neither religion writers nor their superiors said
they think it is important to measure space--even in
loose terms--so that there is a balance given to varying
viewpoints and denominations. Religious leaders, on
the other hand, believe that a concern for balance is
important.

Apparently religion writers, their superiors,
and most religious leaders expect that honest coverage
will include controversial and unpleasant news and that
most news of this type should be printed in the public

press so long as it is newsworthy and unbiased. (One
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objected to all conflict.) On the whole, however, reli-
gion writers were more willing to print more news on
more subjects than the religious leaders and, to a lesser
degree, their superiors. But on one specific issue--
immorality among clergymen-~all hesitated. The religious
leaders tended also to show some concern about printing
news of controversy within an individual congregation.

From this analysis it appears that there is in-
deed a perceptible gap between the three elements in
the interactive processes. For the largest portion of
the three elements, the cleavage is not sharp and there
is agreement on basic items.

The gap appears to be widest between the super-
iors and the conservative Protestants. The superiors
tend to say that the press should have no attitudes, to
judge religion news as they do other news, and to ex-
press confidence in their employees' ability. On the
other hand, the conservative Protestants tend to believe
that the press should have an attitude of trying to get
people into church, and should try to inspire readers.

In addition, they tend to want facts, not interpretation.

The religion writers tend to be sympathetic to
the churches, although they do not intend to do promo-
tion work for them. They tend to see their role in a
broader light than their superiors do and appear con-

fident of their ability to handle material in depth.
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The religious leaders showed more concern with
the effects on the churches than the communicators did.
But relatively few appeared to believe seriously that
the press's role is to indoctrinate its readers. The
religious leaders were, on the whole, more cautious
about the areas on which they thought the religion
writers should write.

2. The second assumption is that the gap between

the elements of the interactive processes examined here

would make religious leaders disapprove of the work of

the religion writers and therefore of the religion

coverage in that newspaper. This assumption appears to

be untenable.

Twelve of the sixteen religious leaders praised
the religion writers here under examination. All four
groups of religious leaders--United Methodists, Roman
Catholics, fundamentalist white Protestants, and blacks--
were equally complimentary. That is, only one in each
group objected.

In the analysis of viewpoints on the desired role
for a religion writer, it was pointed out that the
religion writers appeared to be closer in outlook to
the liberal, activist churchmen than to the others.
Therefore, it would seem logical to expect that the

activists would be the most appreciative of the work of
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religion writers and of their newspaper's handling of
religion. This does not appear to be tenable.

Activist churchmen

The activist churchmen appeared to include all
four United Methodists and Mr. Beauchamp and Mr. John-
son, both blacks.

They commented as follows:

Mr. Beauchamp: He objected to lack of space for

news of religion in the Milwaukee Journal and suggested

that the views of the entire religious community are not
heard, only those of a vocal few.

Mr. Owen, a United Methodist and also from Mil-
waukee: He voiced the same complaint--that not enough
space is allotted to religion. In what space there is,
national news gets priority, he complained. He said he
believes there should be more emphasis on local news.

Bishop Pryor, United Methodist in Chicago: He
praised Philbrick but indicated he and the Tribune
had had differences. He declined to elaborate.

Bishop Loder in Detroit: He called Schachern
"as good a religion writer as I know," but added, "No
man is as good as I would like him to be."

Thus, only two of the six in this group--Mr.
Brown, United Methodist in Cleveland, and Mr. Johnson,
Negro Baptist in Detroit--gave their unqualified sup-

port.
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The fact that there were so many hesitances,
despite agreement on ideals, may indicate this group
had done more thinking on the subject of religion

writers than the other clergymen.

Conservative Protestants

It would also seem logical to expect that this
group, which in this instance is intended to include
whites in fundamentalist groups and the other two
blacks, would be the least appreciative of the work of
the religion writer. This also does not appear to be
tenable. Four of the six in this group, Mr. Weeden and
Mr. Robinson (blacks), Mr. Myers (Bible Presbyterian),
and Mr. Naumann (Wisconsin Synod Lutheran) praised the
religion writer in their town. Mr. Myers's biggest con-
cern was that the fundamentalists' side be told--and he
indicated he believes Hume tries to be fair. Mr. Nau-
mann called Runge "a true Christian gentleman."

One, Mr. Sweeting, Chicago independent, said he
thinks Philbrick is capable and showed sympathy with the
problems a religion writer faces. But he said he wished
Philbrick would use more announcements of church events.

Mr. Rollings, Detroit Baptist, was the most dis-
approving of all the religious leaders. He said church
news is directed too much to the clergy and to those
readers who already are members of churches, rather

than to those outside the churches. At the same time,
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he said he found himself uninterested in the church

news because it emphasizes too many movements he doen't
agree with--the ecumenical movement and opposition to
the Vietnam War, for instance--and says too little about
large-scale revivals and other successful efforts to

win converts. He asked for more "how-to' advice.
Catholics

The only Catholic to object to the religion writer
in his city was Archbishop Cousins of Milwaukee, who said
he hesitated to answer and thus indicated there has been
some disagreement between himself and Runge of the Mil-

waukee Journal.

Coughlin in Detroit called Schachern one of the
two best religion writers in the country. Monsignor
Quinn and Father Roache spoke of the fairness of the
writers in their cities. (At the same time, Monsignor
Quinn complained he had never seen Hume in the chancery.)

Thus, it appears not only that the religious
leaders generally appreciate the work of the religion
writers but also that it is unsafe to make generaliza-
tions on groups which will be the most favorable.

3. The third assumption was that religious

leaders would see the religion writer's goal in terms

of how it aids religion, rather than as a part of a

separate communications process of its own--that is,
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the attempt to transmit a true picture of the world, in

all of its aspects to a geographic community. This does

not appear to be tenable.

Most of the religious leaders appeared to differ-
entiate between the church and the communications process.
Coughlin, a former newsman, appeared to see the differ-
ence most sharply: "Your job is for the newspaper, not
for the church. If you do what's good for the paper,
you will do what is good for everybody else."

At the other extreme was Mr. Rollings, who said,
"Your purpose is to be helpful to religion."

Most appeared to believe that the religion writer
should serve both the newspaper--and thus the total
community--and the religious community. They varied as
to which was the more important.

Mr. Brown, for instance, said: "You are serving
the newspaper as well as the church community." He con-
tinued: "The religion writer has a responsibility to
report religion news for the entire community first,
but with a specific responsibility to the church com-
munity."

Mr. Owen said a religion writer's purpose "is
to inform the community of those activities of religious
groups which would have implications for the community
at large," yet he also ought to be speaking to the

churches and telling them of those religious concerns
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"which symbolize current and future trends." He sug-
gested that the main benefit of printing religion news
is that it gives the religious community a broader pic-
ture of itself.

Throughout the interviews there were comments
such as: "The reporter has no right to destroy a con-
gregation" (from Bishop Loder) and "If the religion
editor is committed to the religious way of life, comment
on the church will be for the good of the church" and
therefore acceptable (Mr. Weeden).

Some would deny there is any difference between
a concern for the total community and a concern for the
religious community. Bishop Pryor, for instance, sees
religion as part of the community. "Religion is part
of community life and the newspaper is chronicling all
of life."

Most apparently do not see the press as a device
to protect the church. Most of them appeared to expect
that news of the churches that some might see as un-
pleasant--finances, conflict, immorality--will become
public news. As Mr. Naumann said, "The Lord doen't ex-
pect us to live without being watched."

In sum, it would appear that the evidence will
not support the assumption.

4. The fourth assumption, that religion writers

are more willing to write of controversial matters in the
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churches than are either their superiors or the religious

leaders to have them do so, appears to be tenable.

The religion writers agreed that almost any sub-
ject in the field of religion is fit for the public
press. They drew the line only on immorality not in a
public record.

Most religious leaders would allow a great deal
of latitude to the religion writers. However, like the
religion writers, they hesitated on the immorality ques-
tion. Additionally, several indicated that conflicts
within congregations are usually family matters and not
for public airing. And several said they doubt that
finances are newsworthy. A few indicated hesitancy on
other subjects.

The religion writer's superiors also showed some-
what more caution than the writers themselves. Kamm,
for instance, would treat the whole area with great care.
And O'Brien doubted if the religion writers are versed
enough in doctrine to write of disputes there. But
Shoquist suggested, "Anything that is in the public
interest should be printed. We are, after all, the
public."”

Thus, although the assumption is tenable, the dif-
ference between the three elements of the interactive pro-
cesses is not as sharp as might have been expected. The

clergy was not as protective as some might expect and the
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superiors not as hard-nosed as their lack of overt sym-
pathy for the church might have led one to expect.

5. The fifth assumption, that superiors see the

religion writers as one of many specialists, with the

same freedoms and limitations as others, appears to be

tenable.

One city editor, Anderson, used the term "special-
ist" and said that being a specialist is the major role
of a religion writer. He compared a religion specialist
to such other specialists as an aviation writer and
science writer.

The others, although they did not use the word
specialist, referred to religion as "a legitimate news
beat" and said they want religion reported as other

fields of endeavor are reported.
Overview

Thus, it would appear that three of the five as-
sumptions on which the study was based are tenable, and
two were untenable.

The study shows there is indeed a gap between the
three elements of the interactive processes in their view
of the desired role of a religion writer in the public
press. Their superiors tend to see them as specialists,
with another beat much like others on the newspaper, and

to be basically unconcerned with its influence on the




70

churches. The religion writers have a concern for
churches, newspaper, and reader. The religious leaders,
although concerned for the newspaper and the public, are
more concerned with religion and with specific points of
view within the religious world.

As the analysis indicates, however, this gap is
not so wide as might have been expected. Most religious
leaders, apparently, are primarily interested in seeing
that an accurate interpretative picture of the religion
world be drawn. This, too, is the goal of the religion
writers and their superiors. And because the gap is not
so wide, the other assumptions do not appear to be as
sharply tenable as might have been expected.

The religious leaders, for instance, are not gen-
erally critical of the religion writers, although some
are.

There is some indication that many religious
leaders do assign to the public press a role of its own--
a role that they agree, even on news of religion, is not
an extension of the church, whether to convert others or
carry out other projects. Whether they see clearly the
nature of a specific role for the public press is not
clear.

The small size of the gap between the three ele-

ments is also evidenced by the fact that religion writers
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are, as anticipated, willing to tackle more subjects
than are their superiors or the religious leaders to
have them do so. But the religion writers themselves
have some hesitation and the other groups, with ex-

ceptions, have few hesitations.



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Summary

This study was undertaken to examine the role of
the religion writer in the secular press. It was assumed
that this role would be a function of three elements of
an interactive process--the religion writers themselves,
their immediate superiors, and religious leaders, who are
among their immediate sources.

The methods selected for the study were in-depth
interviews and informal survey research techniques.
Because of the lack of time and funds, the study was
limited to four large Midwestern cities--Detroit, Chi-
cago, Cleveland, and Milwaukee. These four cities were
selected because a daily newspaper in each had at the
time of the interviews a religion writer who had been
president of the Religious Newswriters Association. This
was assumed to provide data that would be representative
of the writers under study. One superior of each writer
and four religious leaders in the same metropolitan area

were interviewed also. The religious leaders were
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selected to represent a variety of sociological and
theological positions.

The findings reveal that there is indeed a cleav-
age between the three groups in their view of a religion
writer's role, but that the cleavage is greater among
religious leaders themselves than between some religious
leaders and the other two elements of the interactive

process, who appear to be very similar in their outlook.

Conclusions

Consensus on Role of Religion Writers

Although three of the four religion writers are
personally active in a church and want to see the churches
succeed, not one said he thought it is his role to pro-
mote religion, the churches, or any cause within them.
All agreed that their primary role is to make religion,
its institutions, and the changes in them understandable
and to keep readers informed on the field. They believe
that to do this, they must write interpretive pieces,
articles educating the public on beliefs of religious
groups, and news stories about controversy. Most favor
articles pointing to trends with meaning for the future,
whether in their own name or by quoting others, and
pieces criticizing the churches, whether in their own
name or in the name of others such as the newspaper's
editorial writers. Most would include in this coverage

of religion news almost any activity that is done with
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religious intent, even if not by a religious institu-
tion. They believe the job is more than printing
announcements of forthcoming events or bald descriptions
of actions taken.

Their superiors and most of the leaders of reli-

gion agreed on basic purposes.

Divergence on Role Among Leaders of Religion

Some religious leaders believe the religion
writer should, while having no favorites among churches,
encourage the populace to support religion and attend
church. They were a minority.

Some leaders of religion said they thought the
religion writers should stress announcements of forth-
coming events or publish only uninterpretive accounts
of actions taken. These, too, were a minority.

Several religious leaders were concerned that
the religion writer show a specific cause--the ecumenical
movement or the American Council of Churches, for in-
stance--in a favorable light.

Several leaders of religion expressed their be-
lief that the religion writer should keep in mind how
much space he has devoted to each theological or denom-
inational group and try to balance them.

A smaller percentage of religious leaders was
enthusiastic about articles beyond the confines of the

institutional church than were religion writers.
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Only about half of the religious leaders sup-
ported the proposition that religion writers should

try to predict where the church is moving.
Divergence on Role Among Superiors

There was little divergence among superiors and
what there was was mostly in degree. The superiors were
less concerned than the religion writers with educating
the public on basic beliefs, tended to be slightly more
cautious on controversial matters, and would be more
likely to limit the religion writer's coverage to the
institutional church.

Gap Between Elements of the
Interactive Process

A gap between the three elements of the interac-

tive process was in evidence but it was not as large as

some might have expected.
Cleavage Among Churchmen

A bigger split was apparent between the church-
men than between the three elements in the interactive

process.
Segments Which Understand Each Other

The activist, liberal churchmen appeared to have
a better understanding of the way religion writers view

their role than did the other churchmen.
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Suggestions for Ending the Gap

Several suggestions are offered here in an attempt
to end what gap there is between views of the three ele-
ments in the interactive process. However, they are
offered with the comment that some of the gap between
press and religious leaders appears destined to remain,
for the split seems to be along lines of basic viewpoints
toward life and society. As long as this is true, the
three elements may respect each other but are likely to
remain apart in their view of the role of a religion
writer. 1In addition, those who differ the most with the
religion writer may be the ones least likely to accept
offers aimed at closing the gap.

Suggestions are:

1. Readership surveys, to determine which items
about religion interest readers. Results could lead to
a greater correlation of news efforts.

2. Studies to determine what kind of influence
religion news has on people. Is it likely, for instance,
that any news would send non-churchgoers to church?

Also, does religion news really make religion more under-
standable?

3. Encouragement by press managers for religion
writers to take courses, perhaps in seminaries, to gain
insight into those portions of the religious spectrum

about which they know little, or in other types of
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institutions to learn more about the humanities and
the world to which the churches are seeking to relate.
4. Preparation of a booklet, explaining why the
press decides as it does, to be sent to leaders of re-
ligion.
5. Seminars, to which leaders of religion and
superiors would be invited. In this way, perhaps the
three elements of the interactive process would hear

and might come at least to understand each other better.

Suggestions for Further Study

These are assumptions that might be tested:

l. That news of religion has any such concrete
effect on readers as to make them attend church or con-
tribute more money to churches, but that, on the other
hand, it may have such negative effects as lowering
contributions.

2. That seminars, such as suggested above, would
change viewpoints of a sizable number of members of the
three elements in the interactive process.

3. That the liberal, activist churchman is more
likely to understand the aims of a religion writer be-
cause his concern is apt to be broader and he is less
isolated within institutional walls than is the typical

clergyman who is theologically conservative.
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4. That the role of the religion writer is de-
fined more by his superiors than by himself.
5. That the religious leaders are a relatively

weak force in determining the religion writer's role.



APPENDIX I

SUBJECTS INTERVIEWED

Religion Writers:

Richard Philbrick, religion editor, Chicago Tribune

Jack Hume, religion editor, Cleveland Press

Harold Schachern, religion editor, Detroit News

David Runge, religion writer, Milwaukee Journal

Immediate Superiors:

William F. Anderson, city editor, Chicago Tribune

Herbert Kamm, associate editor, Cleveland Press

John O'Brien, managing editor, Detroit News

Joseph W. Shoquist, managing editor, Milwaukee Journal

Leaders of Religion:

Bishop Thomas W. Pryor, United Methodist Church, Chicago

The Reverend Gladstone L. Brown, district superintendent
of the Methodist Union of Cleveland

Bishop Dwight E. Loder, United Methodist Church, Detroit

The Reverend David G. Owen, executive director of the
United Methodist Strategy Council of Greater
Milwaukee

The Right Reverend Monsignor A. James Quinn, chancellor
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Cleveland

The Reverend James P. Roache, secretary of communications
for the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago
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William J. Coughlin, director of information of the

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit

The Most Reverend William E. Cousins, Roman Catholic

The

The

The

The

The

The

The

The

archbishop of Milwaukee

Reverend U. W. Robinson, presiding elder of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church, Chicago

Reverend John T. Weeden, president of the Baptist
Ministers' Conference of Cleveland and Vicinity
and president of the Ohio Baptist State Conven-
tion, Inc.

Reverend Louis Johnson, pastor of the Friendship
Baptist Church of Detroit and a member of the
board of managers of the Detroit Association
of American Baptist Churches

Reverend Louis Beauchamp, president of the General
Baptist State Convention of Wisconsin

Reverend George Sweeting, pastor of the Moody Mem-
orial Church of Chicago

Reverend David K. Myers, pastor of the Bible Pres-
byterian Church of North Olmsted, Ohio

Reverend Jack Rollings, pastor of the Metropolitan
Baptist Church of Detroit

Reverend Oscar J. Naumann, president of the Wis-
consin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, with offices
in Milwaukee



APPENDIX II

QUESTIONS ASKED

I. What do you see as the role of a religion writer?

II. After the above open-ended question, these sug-
gestions for possible roles were made:

l. To be a device for increasing circulation
2. To promote activity in a specific church or
belief in a specific way
3. To announce forthcoming events
4. To inspire--with prayers, Lenten columns,
articles on good things people or groups
have done
5. To promote a sympathetic outlook toward churches
in general
6. To interpret how religious groups or individuals
look at life and issues
7. To keep readers up to date on activities in
religious circles
8. To describe changes, not only in activities,
but in thinking, in areas such as theology
9. To comment--both praising and criticizing--
on the church
10. To educate on basic religious beliefs
ll. To try to look at the trends and predict
where the church is moving

IITI. 1Is the religion staff in your city doing the kind
of job you think it should do?

IV. For whom should the religion writer write? The
dedicated churchgoer? The non-churchgoer? Every-
body? Can he do the latter?

V. How broad a definition of religion should the reli-
gion writer use? Activities of organized religious
bodies in the traditional sense or any effort to
seek an answer to the deeper questions of life?
Such as voter registration drive in the South or
the war protests?
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

XI.
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Should the criteria for evaluating religion news
differ from the standard news criteria?

Is balance in space and prominence of play between
groups with differing theological stances or dif-
ferent faith groups important?

How much should be aired?

Conflicts within congregations? Between clergymen
and superiors? Between fellow clergymen? Between
bishop and such bodies as a senate of priests?
Within deliberative bodies, such as the Catholic
bishops? Church finances? Immorality among church
leaders? Questioning of doctrines?

Is a Saturday church page a good idea or should
religion news be made to compete with other news?
Why?

Does religion news help a community or hurt it?
Why?

Should a religion writer be religious?
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