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ABSTRACT

RELATIVE DEPRIVATION AND PARTICIPATION
IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

by

Barbara N, Geschwender

The civil rights movement of the 1960°'s became & mass movement which
drew both black and white participants with divergent views and objec-
tives, Much of the literature which has sought to explain black partic-
ipation in this movement has utilized some version of the relative depri-
vation notion, This study analyzes Southern black student participation
by testing hypotheses derived from different versions of relative depri-
vation theory,

Scores derived from Cantril®s Self-Anchoring Striving Scale are uti-
lized as the independent variables. Threes patterns of relative depriva-
tion using these scores are identifieds aspirational deprivetion, pro-
gressive deprivation, and reference group deprivation. A typology of
participation activities is also constructed to snalyze differences by
type of participation. Passive, Active and Combative participation indi-
ces are developed.

Not all patterns of relative depriveation are associated with partice-
ipation, Aspirational deprivation (defined as perception of a gap
between achievement end idesl life situation) is sssociated with partic-
ipation when defined in group terms, Activists on all three indices per-
ceive blacks experiencing sspiretional deprivetion in the future. When
deprivation relative to the present is perceived, it produces participe-

tion only in Combative sctivities. Progressive deprivation (defined as
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perception of substantial past progress but little or no future progress)
is not associated with any of the participetion indices. Reference group
deprivation (whether defined as the gap betwsen level of achievement of
self and blacks, self and whites, or blacks and whites) is not associated
with participation, but reference group success (sesing self doing better
than blacks) is associated with Pessive and Combative activities when
defined relative to the present and is sssociated with Combative activi-
ties when defined relative to the future.

The findings suggest that the snalysis of participation in a mass
movement must consider a variety of factors. One of these is the extent
of participation. Factors producing early participation in a ssell young
movement may be different from those producing participation when the
movement becomes mature and takes on a mass membership., Constructing e
typology of sctivities may help to clerify the amalysis. The strongest
" relationship between participation and the various patterns of relstive
deprivation occurs with the Combative index. Combative index activities
are those that could be termed most militant by logical standerds. They
are engaged in by the fewest number of individuals but these are the meost

active persons in terms of total number of participations.
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INTRODUCTION

The civil rights movement became a mass movement in the mid-1950's
and dominated much attention until the mid-1960's, It is a phenomenon
of considerable sociological, as well as human, interest, It presents
two major sociological problemss the explanation of the origins of the
movement and the explanation of individual participation in it, It is
likely that the former problem requires a structural answer, while the
latter requires a sociel psychological one, It is also probable that a
different social psychological enswer is required for the explanation of
white and black perticipation. The present paper is only concerned with
the latter problems what accounts for differences in degree and type of
black participation in the civil rights movement.

RELATIVE OEPRIVATION

Gurr (1970324) defines the concept of relative deprivation ss
“actors® psrception of discrepancy between their value expectations and
their velue cespabilities.” Value expectations refer to the goods and
conditions of life to which one feels rightfully entitled, and value
capabilities refer to the goods and conditions of life that one fesls
capable of getting and keeping. This discrepancy between expectations
and capabilitiss mey be produced in different ways, The aim of this
paper is to identify several petterns that mey have contributed to the
development of the civil rights movement and to test their relative use-

fulness in predicting differential participetion.
Progressive Deprivation

“progressive deprivation” is one of several patterns of disequili-
brium that may be present in societies (Curr, 1970352-58). Long-run

improvement in the velue positions of individuals generates expectations
1



of continued improvement. Progressive deprivation results from the
stabilization or decline of velue capabilities after such s period of
improvement. This pattern of disequilibrium is similar to Davies'
J=Curve of Rising and Declining Satisfactions (19693690).

Murphy and Watson (1969) indicate that perceived blockage of legit-
imate aspirations is an essential component in this development. They
suggest thet high espirations are not sufficient to predict support for

violence.

esothe supporters of violence are those who have accepted

the cultural definitions of success in the society, made some

gains in achieving these goals, but perceive that the gep

between their aspirations and achievements can not be closed

because of structural and institutional restrictions. The

senss of frustration which results from the comparison between

what one wants and has besen irwited to expect and what one

currently enjoys leads to militancy and violence (Murphy snd

Watson, 196932),

Several other researchers cite hopes genersted by society beyond the
cspacity of the seciety to mest them as an explanation of participation
in the civil rights movement (see Meier and Rudwick, 19683 Mack, 19683
Vender Zanden, 1969).

Berkowitz (1968) indicates that this gep between aspirations and
achievements can be created sither in the manner suggested by Davies or
may simply result from the fect that very reapid socio-economic improve-
ments may produce more hopes and sxpectations that can be fulfilled.
"Hepe outstrips reality, even though conditions are rapidly improving
fer the society ss a whole, and many of the people in the society are
frustrated (Berkowitz, 1968345)."

R v n

The deprivation that derives from reference group cemparisons

focuses on the gep that exists between what ons has and what others
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have. If the individual®'s reference group is perceived as being as
deprived as he is, the individual is spt to be content with his lot; if
it is more successful, he may develop feelings of deprivation. This
pattern of relative deprivation is not tetally sepsrable from the pro-
gressive deprivation pattern. Perceived geins of refersnce groups,
along with oon;o of past improvement, may produce rising expsctations
(see Gurr, 1970sCh. 4).

During the 1960's blacks have besn assumed to svaluate their own
end their group®’s position in relation to the more privileged white seg-
ments of society. Middle class blacks may ses themselves better off
relative to their own group but may feel that they lag behind their
white peers and feel relatively deprived with respect to the latter com-
perison (sse Searles and Willisms, 1962), Metthews and Prothro (1969)
found that black college students perceiving better race relations in
their homs town than in the South, end thoss ranking the South low in
quality of race relations, were the most active protestors. Thus,
activists felt reletively fortunats when comparing their lot to that ef
other blacks in the South but less well eoff when using the broader
standard of rece relstions in the larger world,

An alternmate interpretation might suggest that blacks experisncing
relatively good rece relations in their home town may develop high
espirations regarding race relations in the larger world, The frustra-
tion of these aspirations yields more discontent than would have
occurred without initislly high sspirations, Thus, it may be the case

that either a reference group or a progressive deprivation interprete-
tion may be utilized with the same data. Alternately, it msy be the

case that both processss operate simultanesusly.






METHODOLOGY

nde nt Vgrisbles

Cantril®s Self-Anchoring Striving Scale (SASS) permits gethering
dats which mey be ussd to test hypothesss irwolving either notien of
relative deprivation. This instrument is designed to tap the unique
reality world of an individual to learn what it has in common with that
of others and enables comparisons between reality worlds ef different
individuals, groups snd societies.

A person is asked to define on the besis of his own assump-

tions, perceptions, gosls and values the two extremes or

anchoring points of the spectrum on which some scale meas-

urement is desired--for example, he may be ssked to define

the "top” and "bottom,” the “good” end “bad,” the "best"™

and "worst.” This self-defined continuum is then used as

our messuring device (Cantril, 1965:22),
The top anchoring point represents the perscnal wishes and hopes that
constitute his conception of the best possible life. At the ether end
are the fears and frustrations that are pert of the worst possible life
he can imagine fer himself.

Then utilizing & norwerbal ladder device, symbolic of “the

ladder of life,” he is asked where he thinks he stands on
the ladder today, with the top being the best life ss he

has gdefined it, the bottom the worst life gs he has defined
jt. He is also asked where he thinks he stood in the past

and where he thinks he will stand in the future (Centril,

1965s22).
It is possible to rank collectivities as well as individuwels. Cantril
asked respondents te place their country in terms of present, past and
futures standings en the ladder.

Individual responses to the SASS (ladder rungs numbered 0O te 10)

will serve ss the indepsndent veriebles of this study. Individuals ere
asked te rank themselves, whites as s group, and blecks as a group using

the same definition of the best possible and worst passible 1ife., These






rankings are done for the present, five ysars in the past, and five
years in the future, Fourteen SASS scores ere divided into three broad
categories of status scores, change scores, and comparison scores.

Status scores measure the distance between the rung the individual/
group occupies on the SASS ladder and the top of the ladder ss perceived
at present and in the future, They measurs the gap between achievement
and ideal life situation end will be used to test Hypothesis I regerding
the effect of deprivation reletive to aspirations. These scores are
utilized as four measuress personal present, personal future, black
present and black future,

Change scores are constructed by comparing present with pest and
future rankings. This provides an index of changes in the gep between
achievement and ideal life situation experienced in the past and antici-
pated for the future., Change scores will be used to test Hypothesis Il
regarding the effect of progressive deprivation, Change indices are
constructed for personal past change, personal future change, black past
change and black future chenge,

Comparison scores are constructed to messurs the gap (or distancs)
betwsen rungs occupied on the SASS ladder by self end significant refer-
snce groups or between blacks and whites, They will be used to test
Hypothesis III1 regarding the effect of reference group deprivation, Six
indices are constructeds differences between present renkings of blacks
and self, whites and self, blacks and whites and differences in future
rankings of blacks and self, whites and self, blecks and whites.

nt 8
The dependent variebles are made up from the following twelve

activities conducted by the civil rights movements
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Honoring a boycott or a picket line,
Financial contributions to civil rights group(s).
Membership in civil rights group(s).

Token picketing (calling public sttention to unsatisfactory poli-
cies but not interfering with the normal conduct of business).

Mass picketing (picketing in such large mumbers or in such s man-
ner as to interfers with the normsl conduct ef business).

Hit-and=runs (attempts to gain service but leeving when refused).
Sit-ins (attempts to gain service but not leaving when refused).
Street demonstrations, protest marches, and parades.

Lodging, or co-operating in the lodging of, court suits.

Voter registration drives.

Blocking the streets by sitting in them.

Lying down in front of vehicles, trucks, construction vehicles,
etc., to interfere with their normal ectivities.

This ssmple of activities does not include the use of violence, as vio-
lence per se was not characteristic of the civil rights movement of the
early and middle 1960°s,

Various methods of scoring perticipation in the civil rights move-
ment have been used. Some researchers have compared individuals who
indicated eny protest participation end thoss who indicated none (ses
Orum end Orum, 1968), Others have compared individusls who engaged in
more militant and less militant activities (Matthews and Prethro, 1966).
Finally, ressarchers have compared participants engaged in one specific
type sctivity (ses Pinerd gt al, 1969). Findings were not always con-

sistent. Thus, this study will utilize measurss of both degree and type

of involvement,
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The twelve activities were used to develop four participation
indices labeled Passive, Active, Combative and Total. A combination of
logical end empirical considerations determined activity placement.
Logicel considerations provided the starting point and some guidelines
and statistical measures determined final placement,

The civil rights movemsnt incorporeted ssveral sub-movements which
have gravitated toward different kinds of tactics (see Wehr, 1968). It
is also likely that there are differences among individuals who engage
in sideline activities and those who perform center stage. Trial com-
binations of indices were developed based upon these assumptions. The
Passive index initially included “spectator™ kinds of activities such as
honoring a picket line, meking a financial contribution, or joining e
civil rights group. “Typical® norwiolent protest activities (token
picketing, protest marches, hit-snd-runs, court suits and voter regis-
tration drives) were initially incorporated into tﬁo Active index. The
Combative index eriginally included the more gladitorial activitiess
mass picketing, sit-ins, blecking streets and impeding vehicles. The
Total index is the total number of perticipetions and thus combines the
other three indices.

Table 1 presents the matrix of associstions among individual activ-
ities, These Gemmas provided the base reference points in drawing up
seven trial combinations of indices using veriations upon the original
Passive-Active-Combative classification system. Teble 2 reports the
Gammas associated with these seven trial combinations. It is clear that

the originel combination (F) was not the best empirical cluster of activ-
ities. The best grand average Gamma is achieved by combination A, The

average Cammas for the Passive and Active indices (.599 and .699,






Table 1. Gamma Measures of Associstion Among Activities
Item® 1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
1
2,249
3 .429 686
4 .616 ,008 .491
5 .656 ,034 ,473 ,750
6 o633 -,093 ,367 ,740 ,902
7 4366 ,298 ,323 ,400 -,025 ,L173
8 .,587 ,346 ,462 ,.870 ,685 .478 ,258
9 .,700 .691 .881 .848 ,766 .648 ,778 ,.824
10 .304 ,557 .515 .408 -,059 .137 .448 ,618 ,398
11 .461 -,692 =-,333 ,762 ,745 ,536 .853 ,356 .673 .271
12 ,143 -.456 ,007 ,565 -,537 ,238 ,714 ,619 f£?3 1.00 1.00

.1,

Honor picket line; 2, Contributions; 3, Membership; 4, Token picke
eting; 5, Mass picketings 6, Protest marches; 7, Hit-and-runs; 8, Sit-
ins; 9, Court suits; 10, Voter registrstion drives; 11, Blocking

streets; 12, Impeding vshicles.



Teble 2. Trial Participation Indices
Inde Grang
Combination Individue] Activity and Corresponding Gemme2 = Avg, Av
599
2(.653), 3(.610), 10(.533) .
A'::::t:. 12.577): 4(.750): 5(.812), 6(.707), 8(.650) .eeg 725
Combative 7(.779), 9(.745), 11(.939), 12(.949) «85
506
BsPassive 1(.336), 2(.567), 3(.599), 10(.490) .
Active 4(.794): 5(.839), 6(.751), 8(.665) .762 ,707
Combative 7(.779), 9(.745), 11(.939), 12(.949) .853
CsPassive 2(.653), 3(.610), 10(.533) .599
Active  1(.584), 4(.684), 5(.815), 6(.766) 712 .682
Combative 7(.465), 8(.461), 9(.823), 11(.880), 12(.907) .707
DsPassive 2(.653), 3(.610), 10(.S533) .599
Combative 8(.747), 9(.796), 11(.727), 12(.940) .802
EsPassive 1(.336), 2(.567), 3(.599), 10(.490) .506
Active  4(.722), 5(.857), 6(.843) 807  .665
Combative 7(.465), 8(.461), 9(.823), 11(.880), 12(.907) .707
FsPassive 1(.346), 2(.518), 3(.597) <487
Active 4(.732), 6(.403), 7(.474), 9(.809), 10(.312) .546 .60S
Combative 5(.684), 8(.648), 11(.849), 12(.885) +766
CsPassive- 1(.577), 2(.345), 3(.582), 4(.570), 6(.416),
Active 10( .428) . 486
Active-  5(.528), 7(.242), 8(.619), 9(.867), 11(.844), .570

Combative 12(,.819) «653

The numbers in parantheses are GCammas that report the association of
the individuel activity to the participation index in which it is
included, with the effect of that individual activity removed. For
example, in combination A the Passive index consists of items 2, 3 end
10, The Cemme reported by sctivity 2 is the relation of activity 2 to
the combination of activities 3 and 10 (Passive index minus activity 2),
The numbers outside the parantheses refer to the individual activities:
1, Honor picket line; 2, Contributions; 3, Membership; 4, Token pick=-
etings 5, Mass picketings 6, Protest marches; 7, Hit-and-runs; 8, Sit-

ins3 9, Court suits; 10, Voter registration drives; 11, B8locking
streetss 12, Impeding vehicles.

btonputed using only the individual ectivitiese-and their corresponding
Gammes--included in the particular index,

CComputed using the individual activities--and their corresponding
Gemmas-~for all three indices,
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respectively) indicate s moderate to high degree of interrelatedness of
the included items, but they rank below the aversge Gemme of the Com-
bative index (.853). In ell the trial combinations the average index
Geammas are higher than .480 and the decision as te which was the best
combination was based solely on the best grand average Gemme.

The particular grouping of items in combination A is mot as logi-
cally neat as originally anticipeted but is compatible with the ration-
ale underlying a breakdown of activities into a Passive-Active-Combative
cladsification, Of the Passive index only activity 10 (perticipation in
voter registration drives) is not on face characteristics a sideline
activity., Fifty-four per cent of thes sample reported participation in
this activity, which is the second highest participation rate schieved
by any activity, As swggested below, this high participation rate
implies a spectator kind of behavior,

Voter registration drives, membership snd financial contributions
are activities that require minimal contact with whites. They may take
place in a primarily black context and thus may differ in meaning to the
participant from either Active or Combative activities. Honoring a
picket line (originally placed in the Passive index) may imnvolve an ele-
ment of black-white confrontation and thus may logically, as well as,
empirically, belong in the Active index. Final placement between Active
and Combative indices was made on empirical grounds, However, with the
exception of sit-ins it does appear that activities included within the
Active index have less of an element of direct combat with whites than
do activities included within the Combative index.

Two further checks of logical validity were made before fimalizing

the decision to use combination A. Milbrath (1965:16-30) suggests that
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a list of corwentional politicel ectivities forms a hisrerchy from
bshaviors most often to those least often performed. Participation in
itong on the hierarchy is also cumulative., Those who engage in "topmost™
behaviors are likely to perform behaviors lower in rank, but those engag-
ing in low ranking behaviors sre unlikely to participate in high renking
ones, This may be generslized to apply to unconventional behaviors.
Table 3 presents the percentage participating in each sctivity and mean
number of other participations reported.

The indices of combination A form a perfect hiererthy. The percent-
age participating in the activities of the Passive index are 72, 50 and
54, respectively. These are the three highest participation rates. Par-
ticipation rates for the Active index are 43, 22, 23, 38 and 19 per cent,
respectively. The Combative index provides the lowest perticipation
rates (15, 9, 2 and 1 per cent, respectively). An examination of the
last column in Table 3 revesls that all items included within the Com=
bative index score a higher msan number of other participations than any
of the items included within the Passive index. Two activities (items 7
and 8) spoil a perfect rank order for the Active and Combative indices.

Finrally, the interrelationship of participetion indices was exem-
ined and is reported in Table 4., The low to moderate inter-index GCammas
suggest that the indices measure different, but related, participation
dimensions, This provides support for the belief that the use of separ-
ate indices will yield information thet could not be gained from a sim-
Ple amalysis of total number of participstions.

Semple
The data were collected in the summer of 1964 by Jemes A. Gesch-

wender., A 100 per cent sample of students in socioclogy classes at
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Table 3, Participation Rate and Mean Number Other Participations

Per Cent Mean Other

Actjvity Participating Partjcipations
1, Honor picket line 43 4,09

2, Contributions 72 3.04

3, Membership 50 3.86

4, Token picketing 22 5.30

5, Mass picketing 23 4,91

6, Protest marches 38 4,19

7, Hit-and=runs 15 4,55

8, Sit-ins 19 5.34

9, Court suits 9 6.71
10, Voter registration drives 54 3.55
11, Blocking streets 2 6.00
12‘ Ingodi:s vehicles 1 6.50
Total N = 149 Passive indexs Activities 2, 3, 10

Active indexs Activities 1, 4, 5, 6, 8
Combative indexs Activities 7, 9, 11, 12
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Table 4, Gamma Measures of Inter-Index Associations

Passive index x Active index «298
Passive index x Combative index «386
Active index x Combative index «407
Passive index x Total® index 310
Active index x Total® index .179
Combative index x Total® index .435

®Active plus Combative indices.
Ppassive plus Combative indices.
Cpassive plus Active indices.
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all=-black Florida A & M University responded to a questionmaire elicit-
ing their attitudes toward, and participation in, the civil rights move-
ment (N=149), The Self-Anchoring Striving Scale was also administered
eliciting rankings of self, blacks and whites at three points in time.

A student sample was utilized bescause black college students were the
most numerous and most visible supporters of the ecivil rights movemsent.
Development of Hypotheses

Hypotheses are developed seperately for status, change and comperi-
son scores and are presented below,
Status Scores

Several studies of the student civil rights novoltht have shown
participants to have generally higher socio-economic backgrounds than
nonparticipants (Orbell, 1967; Searles and Willisms, 1962; Matthews and
Prothro, 1966sCh, 14)., Wehr (1968) reports that his sample of black col-
lege students (94 per cent of whom had participated in the movemsnt in
some way) largely came from the middle and upper class elements of the
Seuthern black community and that they were hopeful of their own per-
sonal future and of achieving higher sociel status within American soci-
ety. Thus, it is to be sxpected that a small gep between achievement and
aspirations will be associated with activiem,

It does not follow, however, that higher levels of activiem will be
found among those who perceive blacks as experiencing a small discrepancy
gap relative to sn ideal life situation. Orbell (1967) concludes that
perception of group deprivetion, but not individual deprivetion, was
associated with high levels of protest,

eeothere is a marked association between protest and feelings
about the general pesition of the whole Neqro races ameng
students who recorded “high” on a measure of satisfaction
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with the present racial situation 28 per cent were partici-

pants; emong those recording "low" S2 per cent were partici-

pants (Orbell, 1967355-56).,

For the purposes of Hypothesis I relative deprivation is operation-
ally defined as the gap bstwsen the respondent's renking at present (or
anticipated in the future) and his aspirations, SASS status scores as
measures of relative deprivation are similarly used by Gurr (1970s64-65),
Crewford and Naditch (1970s210) and Bowsh ot s] (19683192).

Hypothesss specifying relstionships between SASS scores and pertic-
ipation are presented below, In the presentation of hypotheses and the
discussion of findings the terms “status score™ and "“discrepancy gep"
will both be used, It must be kept in mind that these are irwversely
related., Persons with a high status score have a small discrepency gesp,
and persons with a low status score have a larqe discrepancy gap. The
hypotheses will be tested utilizing Gamma to measure strength of rela-
tionship between SASS scores and participation and t-tests of the sig-
nificance of difference in mean rnumber of participations within indices.
Significance of Gamme will be tested by a formula for z presented by
Fresman (1965:170-72),

Hypothesis IAs There will be a positive association between per-
ticipation and personal status scores for both
present and future,

Hypothesis 1Bs Thers will be a negative association betwsen per-
ticipation and black status scores for both pres-
ent and futurs,

Change Scores

The progressive deprivation hypothesis includes two slementss the
wrising expectations® notion discussed by Berkowitz end “perception eof
blockage® discussed by Murphy and Watson (see sbove). In the hypotheses

thet follow they will be separately amalyzed. Past improvements
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stimulate the development of high aspirations for the future. Develop-
ment of aspirations may outstrip actusl rate of improvement and cause
dissatisfaction, Thus, the rising expectations component of the progres-
sive deprivation hypothesis should be revealed in perception of past
progress. Cetaldo and Kellstedt (1968:89-90) found that sense of per-
sonal past progress (as measured by the SASS) was positively related to
propensity to join in strest demonstration and to riot if necessary to
get public officials to correct political wrongs. SASS scorss do not
permit direct tests of ell steps involved in this hypothesis., They do
permit testing the relationship between the end points; namely, that
individuals who sense greater personal (bleck) past gain will have higher
levels of participation,

The blocked aspirations component of the progressive deprivation
hypothesis has its impact after the development of rising expectations
and should reveal itself in pessimism regarding future progress, Discon-
tent derives from comparing aspirations with the expectation that they
will not be fulfilled. Von Eschen gt a8l (19693 312-14) found the discrep-
ancy between aspirations and expectations to be relsted both to early
joining end intensity of activity in a sit-in movement.

Unfortunately, sample size prevented the control of level of status
in sanalyzing perception of past and future change. Obviously, those
respondents who record pest status es high cannot be expected to perceive
either much past or future progress. In fact, only seven respondents
record personal past status as high (ladder steps 8-10) and 10 respond-
ents record black past status as high.

Hypothesis I1IAs There will be s positive association between par-

ticipation and perception of past progress fer
both blacks and self.



17

Hypothesis I1IBs There will bs a negative association betwsen per-
ticipation and snticipated future progress for
both blacks and self,

Comparison Scores

Speculation sbout the relationship of black protest participation
and reference group comparisons has been slong the lines that protestors
ses themselves as better off then blacks and worse off then whites (esee
Matthews and Prothro, 196634243 and Seerles and Williams, 1962$216), A
logical extension of this reesoning predicts higher participation rates
for individuals who perceive whites as better off then blacks,

Hypothesis 1IIAs Thers will be a negative association between par-
ticipation and comparison indices (black minus
self scores) for present and future,

Hypothesis 11183 There will be a positive association between par-
ticipation and comparison indices (white minus
self scores) for present and future.

Hypothesis IIICs There will be a positive association between par-

ticipetion and comparison indices (white minus
black scores) for present and futurs.

FINDINGS
Hypothesis JAs There will be a positive association betwsen perticipg-

tion and personal status scores.
There are four Gammes reporting the relationship betwesn personel

pressnt rankings and the indices of perticipetion (ses Table 5). No
Gemme excseds .100, A comparison of mean number of perticipations (see
Table 6) indicates that thoss individuals who perceive s large discrepancy
gap have the highest levels of activity for three of the four indices,
However, none of the differences betwsen means are statistically signif-
icant,

For personal future rankings none of the Gammas exceed ,200. A

comparison of mean number of perticipstions reveals that higher activity
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Table 5. Association Between SASS Scorss and Participation

Passive Active Combative Total

SASS Score ] ndex 1 ndex ]I ndex Index

Personal Present -.078% -.058 .013 -,069

Personal Future -,197 113 -,018 .009

B8lack Present -0121 -0161 -,308 "0185

(1.68) (1.87)

Black Future =-,201 -,195 -.497 o257

(1.64) (1.69) (3.08) (2.48)

Personal Past Change -,034 -,023 231 026

Black Past Change =,105 -,088 -,370 -,128

Personel Future Change -,205 «0S3 =112 -,064
(1.90)

Black Future Chenge 061 -,041 -,092 -,010

Black Pressnt-Personal Present -o181 -, 117 -o,315 -e172

(1.80) (1.94) (1.99)

Black Future-Personal Future .024 -,153 o272 =,126

(1.79)

White Prasent=Personal Present «-,009 .000 -,204 -,026

White Future-Personal Futute 092 .020 -,047 -,008

White Present-Black Present .081 .027 -,021 060

U@ite Fptur,-@lack Fu@uro 101 7 .};2 7 162 ,}21

SCamma Measures of Association, computed on deteiled breekdown of
actusl number of participetionsj z-scores reported in parantheses
when significant st .05 level or beyond.
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levels tend to be related to perception of a medium discrepancy gap
(with the exception of the Active index), but no difference is statis-
tically significent. Neither personal present nor personal future is s
useful predictor of activism,

H thesis 183 Thers wi be a neqative association between participe-
tion and black status scores,

All four Gammes reporting the reletionship between black present

scores and activism are in the predicted direction (sse Table 5)3 enly
the Combative exceeds .200 and omly the Combative and Total indices are
statistically significant., Eleven out of 12 differences betwesn means
ere in the predicted direction (see Table 6), but only one of the Com-
bative comparisons is statistically significant,

For black future rankings three of the four Gemmas exceed .200,
All four are in the predicted direction and sll ere statistically sig-
nificent. The strongest measure of sssociation is found with the Com-
bative index. Eleven out of 12 differences betwesen means are in the pre-
dicted direction and four of these ars statistically significant, of
which two eccur with the Combative index. Fer the Active, Combative and
Total indices the reletionship tends to be linear. Black future scores,
then, are found to be a relatively good predictor of civil rights sctiv-
ism, with the strongest relationship occurring with the Combative index.
Black present scores did predict Combeative (and Total index) activities
but no other.

To summerizes Thers is no empiricel support for Hypothesis IA.
Hypothesis I8 must be divided into predictions dealing with present and

future renkings, It receives empiricel support across all four indices
when utilizing future rankings, but is supported only for the Combative

(and Total index) when utilizing present rankings.
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H thesis There will be a positive association between participas-

tjon and perception of peast proqress,
0f the four Gammas reporting the relationship between perception of

personal past change end participation only one exceeds ,200, and it is
not statistically significant (see Table 5). With the exception of the
Passive index, those individusls who perceive substantial pest progress
tend to have the highest mean number of participetions (see Teble 7).
However, the relationships are not linesr and none of the differences
between means are statistically significant.

An examination of black past change scores revesls only ons Gamma
that exceeds .200 and it is not statistically significant. Those indi-
viduals who perceive moderste pest progress have the highest mean mumber
of participstions on all four indices, For the Combative and Total indi-
ces the differences in mean participations betwsen thoss who perceive
moderate past progress and substantial past progress are statistically
significant, Perception of substantial black past progress does not
sppesr to contribute to higher levels of sctivism, but perception of
lesser amounts of past progress mey contribute to higher sctivity rates
on the Combative and Total indices. Perception of pesrsonal past progress

does not appear to be a good predictor of civil rights sctivisa.

Hypothesis 1]Bs There will be & negative association betwesn perticipe-
and gnticipeted future progress,

For personal future change scores only the Passive index Gemme
exceeds .200, It is both in the predicted direction and statistically
significant (ses Table 5). Those individuals who perceive substantial
future progress have the lowest meen number of participations on all four
indices (see Table 7). The relationship is linear only for the Passive

index. In the other three instances those who anticipste moderate future
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progress have the highest rates of participation., Two of the differences
betwsen means (one sach on the Passive and Active indices) are statisti-
cally significant,

The Geammas reveal the absences of a relationship betwsen black future
change scores and activity in the civil rights mevement. None of the
GCammas exceed .100, Persons who perceive moderats future progress hsve
the lowest mean number of perticipations on sll four indices but none of
the differences between means are statistically significent. Future
change scores relative to self may have some predictive utility for Pas-
sive index activities. It may also be the cass that perception of moder-
ate future progress may stimulate perticipation in Active index protest,
Future change scores relative to blacks do not sppear to be good predic-
tors of sctivism,

To summarizes Hypothesis IIA receives no empirical support. Howe
ever, two significant findings emerge from the snalysis of mean number of
participstions, Individuels who see moderate smounts of black psst prog-
ress ere the most sctive participants on both the Combative and Total
indices. The lack of linearity does not permit concluding that Hypothe
esis 1IA is supported. Hypothesis IIB receives support only when consid-
ering persomal progress and the Passive index. There is one other sig-
nificant finding. Persons who anticipate moderate pesrsonal future prog-
ress have the highest levels of perticipation on the Active index.

All four Gammas that report the association bstween black end per-

sonal present indices and perticipation are in the predicted direction

(see Table 5). Only one excesds ,200 but (with the exception of the

T d
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Active index) three are statistically significant., When the differ-
ences between means are examined (see Table 8), they reveal that (with
the exception of the Active index) thoss who ses themselves ranking sub-
stantially higher than blacks have the highest activity rates. Those whe
perceive no difference have the lowest sctivity rates on all four indices.
One or more of the differences between means are statisticelly signifi-
cant on all four indices.

When black and pesrsonal future rankings are considered, thres of the
four Gammas are in the predicted direction. Only one exceeds ,200 and it
is statistically significant (Combative index). Comparison of mesn nume
ber of participations reveals that, with the exception of the Passive
index, those individuals who sse their own future substantially higher
than black future are the most active. Several of the differences
between means on the Combative and Totel indices are statistically sig-
nificant. There is no consistent relationship between sesing no dif-
ferences in status rankings and the lowest levels of perticipation.

Perception of differences between oneself and blacks may be useful
in predicting activity in the civil rights movement. When present rank-
ings are considered, there is some indicetion that seeing oneself doing
better than blacks contributes to the highest levels of activism; seeing
blecks doing better contributes to intermediate levels; and seeing no
difference contributes to the lowest levels of activism. This reletion-
ship holds less strongly for the Active index. The data linking percep-
tions of black and psrsonal future rankings end activism are not as
strong as those found with present rankings and the pattern of relstion-

ships with participation tends to diverge.

-
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-ution and comparison indices (white minus self scores

When white and personal present indices are considered, there is
only one GCamma that exceeds .200 and it is not statistically significent
(see Table 5). For three of the four indices (excepting the Passive
index) those individuals who perceive no difference in status rankings
(including those who see themselves doing better) tend to have higher
rates of participation than thoss who see whites ranking higher. None
of the differences between means are statistically significent (ses
Table.9).

None of the Gammas that report the sssociation between white and
personal future indices and participation exceed .100., An examination of
the differences between means for the Active and Combative indices reveals
a tendency for those who rank themselves higher than whites to be mors
active and for those who sse no difference to be the least active. How-
saver, those who ses whites doing better tend to be more active on the
Passive and Total indices, None of the differences betwsen means for any
of the indices are statistically significant. There appears to be no
empirical relationship between perceptions of either present or future

white-self fnequality and participation in the civil rights movement.

pation and comparison ind cao wh t‘ minus b ck scur

None of the Gammas that report the association between white and

black present indices and participation exceed .100 (see Table 5). An
examination of the means for all four indices revesls that those who per-
ceive whites doing substantially better than blacks sre the most active,
but the relationships sre not linear (except for the Passive index) and

none of the differences between meens are statistically significent (see
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Table 10).

When white and black future indices are considersd, none of the
Gammas exceed ,200, Those who see whites doing substantially better
have the highest mean number of participations on all four indices, The
relationships tend to be linear (except for the Active index) but none of
the differences in activity rates are statistically significent. Neither
perceptions of present nor future white and bleck inequality sppeer to be
good predictors of activism,

To summerizes Hypothesis IIIA must be separated into present and
future rankings., It receives support for the Peassive, Combative and
Total indices when dealing with present rankings; for the Active index
differences in mean mumber of participations indicate that those who per-
ceive self doing moderately better then blscks are the most sctive., It
receives support only for the Combetive index when future rankings are
utilized; for the Total index, differences in mean number of participa-
tions indicate that thoss who perceive themsslves doing substantially
better than blacks have the highest activity rates. Neither Hypothesis
1118 nor I1IC receives empirical support.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

The object of this paper has been threefold. First, it has attemp-
ted to ascertain whether relative deprivation contributed to perticipe-
tion in the civil rights movement. Second, it has examined the relative
predictive utility of severel patterns of relative deprivstion. Third,
it has evaluated the utility of constructing a typology of protest activ-
ities in order to determine whether different types of activities are
differentially related to the relative deprivation measures. These

objectives will be considered in the discussion presented below. The
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Table 10, Comparison of White and Black Status Scores by Mean Number
of Participations

Wh, Whe Wh,
S1t Mod Sub
Hrc‘ Hros Hroc td

Index = (1) (2) (3) 1-2 2-3 13
Passive 1.65 1,77 1.82 NS NS NS

Active 1,46 1.28 1.62 NS NS NS

PRESENT Combative 0,26 0,26 0,29 NS NS NS

Total 3.37 3,30 3,73 NS NS NS
Number 46 A7 55
Wh, Wh,
Mod Sub
NoDoa Hr.' Hrog td
Index = (1) (20 (3) 12 2=3 ]=3

Passive 1.69 1,74 1,93 NS NS NS
Active l.44 1,36 1,71 NS NS NS
FUTURE Combative 0.20 0,26 0.46 NS NS NS
Total 3.33 3,36 4,11 NS NS NS

Number 54 66 28

®Includes those who rank whites one or two ladder steps higher
than blacks, those who rank whites and blacks the same, and
those who rank blacks higher than whites,

PIncludes those who renk whites three or four ladder steps
higher than blaecks.

CIncludes those who rank whites five to ten ladder steps
higher than blacks,

d;-ocoru reported when significant at .05 level or beyond.

®Includes thoss who rank blacks and whites the seme and those
who rank blacks higher than whites.

'Includoo those who renk whites one or two ladder steps
higher than blecks.

91ncludes those who rank whites thres to seven ladder steps
higher than blacks.
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initial discussion will combine the first two objectives.
Summery

Aspiretional deprivation defined as the gap between pressnt (future)
achievement and aspirations bears no relationship to participation when
defined in personal terms, Aspirational deprivation defined in group
terms produces participation in Combative sctivities when present level
of achievement is considered and produces participation in all activities
when future level of echievement is considered. It is probably the case
that regardless of personal prospects in a biracial society, blacks are
primarily defined by others in terms of their group identification.

Thus, group rather than perscnal prospects may be the salient dimension
for determining participetion. Perhaps Marx states it best.

Recognition that the problems of Negroes arse group problems,

end that the rights and privileges of sn individual depend

in large measurs upon the status of the group to which he

belongs, is an important defining characteristic of the cure-

rent civil rights movement, and those who have this perspec-

tive are much more likely to be militant than those who do

not. (Marx, 1969:83)

Rising expectations (perception of past progress) defined in group
terms only contributes to participation to the extent that those seeing
moderate black gains may be the most sctive in Combetive type protest.
Blocked aspirations (perception of little or no future progress) defined
in personal terms appears to be productive of only Passive type activi-
ties. Perception of moderste personal gain may also contribute to higher
participation retes on the Active index. Progressive deprivation def ined
in either personal or group terms doss not appear to be productive of
participation in any protest activity.

It may be the cass that the pattern of progressive deprivetion is
applicable to black protest activities only after the decline of the
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non=violent phase of the civil rights movement. The phenomena of black
power and urban ghetto riote may heve been a response to both the suc-

cesses and failures of the civil rights mevement. The movement may have

stimulated elevated aspirations through its spparent successes, A combin-

ation of growing white resistance and the failure of the movement to
effect drastic changes in the life situations of most blacks may have
precipitated more discontent than had previously been felt., (See Davies,
1969, for a similar interpretation of the rise of black viclence in the
1960°s; Murphy and Watson, 1969, empirically demonstrate a relationship
between level of aspiration, perception of blockege end support for riot
activity,)

Refersnce group deprivation does not sppear to be productive of par-
ticipetion, However, reference group success defined as self doing bet-
ter than group is productive of Passive and Combative activities when
defined relative to the present and is productive of Combetive activities
when defined relative to the future, Seeing self doing moderately better
than blacks st present may also contribute to higher participation rates
on the Active index.

Thus, SASS comparison scores indicate that activists feel sdvantaged
relative to their group but do not feel that either they personally or
their group is deprived relative to whites. SASS status scores indicate
that activists expect their group (blacks) to be deprived relative to
aspirations. Runciman (1968) makes a similar kind of distinction between
personal and group relative deprivation. One might be relatively advan-
taged where his own situation is involved but may feel that the relative
position of his group is not what it should be. The combination of find-

ings fProm the status and comparison scores re-emphasizes the role of
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perceived group deprivation rather than personal deprivation in explain-
ing participation,
Chargcteristics of Pgrticipants

It has besn shown that the relative deprivation measures differen-
tielly relate to the constructed typology of protest activities. Back-
ground characteristics also differ emong those active with respect to the
different indices., A brief discussion is presented below,

Persons over 35 years of age have the highest mean number of partic-
ipations on the Passive index, while those under 25 years of age have the
highest mean number of participetions on the Active and Combative indices
(findings are significant for all three iqdicea). Males have signifi-
cantly higher participation rates for the Active and Combative indices.
The difference is in the same direction but not significant for the Pas-
sive index,

Those employed full-time are more active on the Passive index (non-
significant), while those who ere not employed full-time have signifi-
cantly higher participation rates on both the Active and Combetive indices.
Juniors and seniors are more active than either underclassmen or gradu-
ate students on all three indices (findings are significant only for the
Active and Combative indices).

There is no significant relationship between father's occupation
(white collar, blue collar, or farm) and participation, although those
who come from a farm background are most active in Passive-type protest
and those who come from a white collar background have the highest rates
of perticipetion for the Active and Combative indices. Father's level
of education is found to be significently related to all three indices

(years of schooling was grouped into 0-8, 9-11, 12, and at least some
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college levels). The most active in Passive index protest report their
father's level of education to be 9=11 years; the highest participetion
rates on the Active index are exhibited by thosse who report at least

some colleges and the fathers of the most active participants on the Com-
bative index have 12 years of schooling,

Thus, the profile of those most active on the Passive index is that
of an older student who is employed full time (mostly in e professional- Em
technical capacity). Their personal prospects regarding future progress |
are perceived as dim, although they ses themselves doing better than

blacks at pressnt. The advanced age of the activists is consistent with

l“l’m. TR W

their lack of anticipated future progress, end their occupational level
is consistent with seeing themselves better off than blacks. If it is
assumed that those employed in a professiomal-technical capacity are
likely to be under white supervision, then it may also follow that this
limits possible paerticipation to money, membership and voter registration

drives,

The profile of those with highest participation rates on the Active
index somewhat resembles the profile of civil rights participents presen-
ted in the literature. They tend to bs young, full-time students from
relatively advantaged backgrounds as measured by father‘s education,

They sre more optimistic about personel future progeess than those active
in Passive index protest. Lack of full-time employment permits both
engaging in more time-consuming activities and sctivities unpopular with
the white community,

The profile of thoses active on the Combative index is similar to
that found for the Active index, with the exception thet father‘s educa-

tional level tends to be somswhat lower for activists in Combative-type
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protest., Persons with highest participation rates tend to perceive
aspirational deprivation for blacks both at present and in the future,
to see themselves doing better than blacks both at present and in the
future, and to perceive moderate amounts of black past gein,
Conclusions

It cen be observed that the major hypothesis of this study (that
there is a relationship between relative deprivation and participation in
the civil rights movement) has been supported. But the findings meke
necessary the specification that not all veriations of the relative depri-
vation hypothesis have been supported and that the relationships vary
emong the participetion indices., It should be noted that even those
findings with the strongest empirical support should be interpreted with
caution, Drawing a causal connection betwsen participation and the SASS
measures may not be warranted when time order is not controlled (see
mcPhail, 1969, for additionel ceutionary statements regarding research on
the urban riots). In the case of this study the assumption is made that
the perceptions indexed by SASS scores lead to perticipation, rather than
participation leading to viewing life situetion in a certain way., Percep-
tion of relative deprivation may be either the cause or the result of pro-
test participation, or there may be a mutually reinforcing cyclical effect.

It is also possible that the results of this study may be a function
of the time and place in which the research was conducted. By 1965 Talle-
hassse had experienced neerly a decade of civil rights protest in various
forms. The history of this locale and the time at which the data were
collected must affect the findings. Thus, it is possible that the

results are unique to the particular situation.
In eddition, the time period in which the study was conducted mey
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have mitigated against finding more, and stronger, relationships. By
1964-65 the non=violent protest movement had attracted widespread sup-
port from many segments of the black community., Initial differsnces
between participants and nonparticipants may have disappeered as individ-
uals with divergent views and diverss objectives became active., If this
is the cese, then one would expect the clearest differentiation to be
found with those activities which were less “popular® and which had the
lowest propertions participating. This does, .in fact, occur., Combative
index activities both have more significant associations with the inde-
pendent variables and higher level Gammas when two or more indices are
associated with the same variable. The scceptance of this interpretation
suggests the desirability oFf constructing a typology of activities when
one is anelyzing participetion in social movements which have developed a
mass base,

Perhaps, the major contribution of this paper lies in the develop-
ment of participation indices. It suggests research procedures that may
have applicability to the study of other social movements. Social move-
ments undergo changes over time in terms of goals, tactics utilized, the
population bese that contributes support, and the reactions of the wider
society. All of these varisbles influence perticipation and suggest that
research on the nature and ceuse of partitipation must contrel for such
factors. A tool which permits the differentiation among types of partic-
ipation activities may be useful for this task, If the widespread sup-
port of a movement masks the influencing characteristics that initielly
drew persons to participete, it is possible that treite charecterizing
participants at an earlier stage may only characterize the most militant

members at a later stage. The participation typology used in this study
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will not be generalizable to other social movements (or to the same
social movement at another time), but the principle of typologicel con-

struction and the methods used herein are hopefully genereslizable,
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