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Iatrodaction

Duaring the -ast 2w rrars neny surve;rs Lave been asce

of rarel cowrinivies. Tiess irnvestipntions have Lrougsnt
to li:shit omeh velnable notericl ebout certein rsouets of
eoaranity lifes The majority of thecoe nave baen cross-

zetion views tendins to show vhat tive comvaywmnity i1s.  Fow
neve reveslol Jrets chout cetivitics In 2 eo viownity over
o siven nuricd ol tl.ec.

The proescnt lavesvigrtion ic an ctieadt to
cetivitics ol o corvwnity e cxorczscd in meotlaes auring
4

a ceriod o one yeore Ol oon luvestbietlonm oones U0 LhowW
Vet e cbm;nnfty Couvz, o vell eswhint it ise Ib Is be-
icoved Jhgdt ochaddis ol thils type will be certieulorly hiclp-
Tul In unceogtending eommuitices 2nd i Suralcshing o brsis
for conuiriztive coaaanity oryenlzetion. In o3 nuch r£35 this
invecsticrtion 1s en initial ettumpt, soe Gillicultics Uhint
micht be cvoiced 1n fubtnre stadics were cucounberol. Ui tie
viiols, %thongch, tioy svere sotisl-cbtorily mets I6 is noncd,
therelore, thrt this stady will furnich an cxeanle end
stitmilus for other siailer studics.
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Purpoce and Plan of Study

The purpose of this study is to mske a record and
enalysis of all meetings vhich were held in the Laings-
burg community during the period from October 1, 1925 to
October 1, 1926. A meeting, for the purnoses of this
study, is defined as any grouning of vpeople which has been
previously pnlanned or announced. Exceptions were made in
the cese of committee meetings, msetings provided for by
law, and any fortuitous gatherings. These were not in-
cluded.

Since so many orgenizations held programs or meetings
at definite times some plan for collececting data had to be
devised. Cooperating or "participent observers" were chosen
to aid in this rork.(l) These people reported at reguler
intervels on the attendance of the meetings, the tyne of
program, and the tzlent used in the nresentetion of the pro-
grems., All other facts of possible imnortsnce were also
kept for the finel tabulntions. The numbers representing
attendance are in 2luost #11 ceses the results of actual
counts. Only in those meetings where the ettendance wes of

unusuel size and counting vas impossible, were estimates
used., Such methods as these tend to reccéuce the error to a

minimwn,.

(1) ILincemsn: Socisl Discovery. Prye 191-2.
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The mein purposes of the study were:

1.

S
[ ]

(&l
(]

To discover how viell meetings are distributed
according to the month, veek, day of the week,

and time of day.

To discover which orrenizations through their
plans and progrems accomnlished most in satis-
fying the social needs of both children and
adultse.

To escertain whet organizationsserved town

and country.

To find out to what extent programs given at
the meetings were fitted to the needs of

children and eadults.

To CGetermine the type of meeting, if any, which
seemed to be over-emphasized and thnt vihiich re-

ceived too little attention.

To get a record of people who participeted in

the brograms and their pnlace of residence.



History and Existing Conditions in
the Laingsburg Communi ty

Laingsburg has a population of 700 and like most other
villages of this size, owes its existence entirely to the
agriculture of the surrounding area., It is located on a
mein road fourteen miles from Owosso and twenty miles from
Lansing. (See Chart I) The population of the town is 700
and the population of trade area tricutary to it is estimated
caréfully at 1700. Thus the total population of the com-
munity 1s approximately 2400. There are no bus lines, but
the Michigan Central Railroad runs through the village.

There are four trains a day for passenger service. At the
time of‘the survey, there were four rural routes bringing

mail service to the farmers. The village is a center for
telephone service, the company having 450 subscribers. 200

of this number are in the village and the remaining 250 are
farmers. The village was undoubtedly at its best before the
automobile came into common use. Two hotels, both brick
struetures - one of two stories and the other three- stand

as evidence of busier days. With but few exceptions, the
store buildings are little changed. The same is slso quite
true of most of the residences., Although electrical power has
been furnished the’village, water or sewage systems have never
been instelled. Located as it is, Laingsburg has prébably

suffered more heavily than many villsges through the widening



Chart I

The location of Laingsburg and towns
surrounding it
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of the area in which farmers do their buying and market their
products,

Fairly fertile land extends to the north, west, and east
of town. South of the town is the Looking Glass River with
much low marsh land and higher land of poorer quslity. There
are few improved roeds in this territory, so many o. them are
almost impassable at certain times.of the year. This condition
of soil and roads has had much to do wit'h the economie and
social condition of the community.

Two elevators, several grocery stores, two hardware stores,
a bank, drug store, garages, lumber yard, two chein stores, a
furniture store, clothing and general merchandizing stores,
tend to furnish such commodities as people choose to buy at
home. Attempts have been made to start moving picture shows
but people seem to prefer to attend the more elaborafe theaters
in Lansing and Owosso. A scarceity of publie buildings of any
gort has undoubtedly prevented many gatherings whiech might have
been held. There is no auditorium that will hold more than
225 people and this number under crowded conditions. The church
is the only possible place where more than 225 can meet and the
churches are not suited for meetings of many types. There are
lodge halls but these are not convenient. They cannot be readily
arranged for meetings other thsn those for which the halls were
originally planned.

There are four active churches in Laingsburg, the Con-

gregational, Methodist, Catholic and Baptist and the usual number



of fraternal organizations. The membership of these various
organizations and the proportion of it in town and country

are as follows:

Type of or- To tal Membership Membership Members
ganization membership Living in Liwing in Elsewhere
Town Country
Church
Congregational 80 45 35 0
Methodist 150 90 60 0
Catholie 222 45 177 0
Baptist 70 50 20 0
Locges
Meson 133 40 44 49
0dd Fellow 140 62 44 34
Eastern Stear 130 45 52 33
Rebekah 123 59 43 21

Gleaner 100 25 75

The Baptist Chureh was only partially active during the
course of the survey. A change of priests at the Catholie
Church also tended to disturb the aotivity of this organization.
In addition to the churches, there are the usual fraternal
gocieties, Boy Scouts, Junior and Senior Girl Reserves, a
women's civie oclub, several card clubs, the usual religious

.organizations allied with the churches and the groups working
under the supervision of the school. The community is es-
pecially freeifgreign population. Only two such families are
living in the village and few seem to be on the farms. Sugar
beet raising has never been earried on to any extent in this

area and this probably accounts for the fact that few of these

people have been drawn to the community.



Tuwnber and Distribution of lLieetings

The distribution, according to months, of the 989
meetings that were held during the time the records wvere
kept is given in Table I. This table shows that the
three months with the grestest number of meetings are
Y¥ovenmber, 120; Illarch, 10l1; and April, 94. These months
represent 10.3 per cent, 10.2 per cent, and 9.4 per cent,
resnectively, of the totel number of meetings held during
the year., In these three most ective months, 29.9 per
cent of all meetings were held.

There were 52 meetings held during August, 63 in June,
and 71 in July. These are the months in which the smallest
nunber of meetings were held. They ere sh.wn to be 5.2
per cent, 6.3 per cent, and 7.1 per cent of the total 989
for the year. All other months, except October which has

72 neetings, show numbers renging from 80 to 92,



Wumber of leetings and Attencdance by llonths

Table I

MTeetings Attencdence
Month mumber | 50r:9% | motel Pet. | Adult | ooai®
October 72 7.3 2,672 5.4 2,060 612
Jovember 102 10.3 4,545 9.0 2,589 956
December 86 8.7 4,289 8.6 3,300 989
Januery 92 9.3 3,987 8.0 3,019 938
February 84 8.0 3,445 6.9 2,786 659
Nerch 101 10.2 4,094 843 3,308 289
A>ril 24 9.5 5,717 11.7 4,702 | 1075
May 91 9.2 5,221 10.5 4,118 | 1103
June 63 6.4 4,428 8.9 3,222 | 1206
July 71 7.2 3,526 7.1 2,912 1014
August 52 5.2 2,32 4,7 1,609 719
September 81 8.2 5,404 10.9 4,238 | 1166
Totel 989 100.0 49,686 100.0 38,460 Q1226




Raniting the months eccording to the number of meetings

held places them in the Tollowing orcer: Ilovember,

liarch, Aoril, Januery, lley, Deccmber, [ebruery, Sepntember,
October, July, June, August. Thais is only pertly in agree-
ment with Havthorn who finds th-t in Iowa interest in soeciel
activities is lowest in the winter and spring when roads

are ba% ard in mid-swamer when hot westner and work inter-
fere.( ) The disagreement nay be cue, ﬁowever, to the fact
thet the year of the Loingsvurg survey mey not have been g
typicel one.

In Table II is shown the discribution of meetings
according to the cay of the week. lLlost meétings for any
day, 987, were held on Sunday. This number is so much higher
than for eny other dey becouse of the sctivities of the four
churches and the orgenizetions ellied vith them. On meny
Suncays 12 to 14 meetings vere nheld at the churches. Other
days which sre Jairly hich in comparison are Ilondey, 119
nmeetings, Thursday, 94, and Tuescey, 87. It will be noted
that the remeining (ays show few mecetingse On Wednesday 49
meetings were held, &2 on rridey, and 21 on Saturday. The
average nuaber of mecetings held on each day are, Suncey 9,
londay 2 1/3, Tucsdaey 2 2/8, iednesiey 1, Thursdey less than

2, end Fricey and Seturcaey cech one gathering in two veekse

(2) Hewthorn, H. B., Sociology of Rural Liie, par~c 16L.
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Attencance and Time lleetings Are Held

The ottenconrce ot 11

N vope L “n T e AC, [~ poa N e 4.3 R
siovmn in Table I wios 4C,000. Accorairg to tiiis toble,
4ty 4 - - S oAty i i -, s

1rce aonths - Aoril, oy, and Scotoaver - show aueh

N .
P eh o B s s
Wiy ettondornes thcn any obhcr monihis.e  Tlese naoniias

rooresent 11.7 per cent, 1C.8 neor cont, cud 10.9 ner cons
1
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wige, those wombhs viileh nL-ve an outsoanlliasly low riteidonce

ers Cztober with S.4 ver cent, Jonmery, C per cent, ond A=
ust 7 per cent of the tos~l eficndonce for the Jecr.
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the rmuther of mestin~s nsld 2o~ month rnl s o biendanes

meetingse Certolin tyoes of icetings interest ond ¢ ooen
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to lor-cr auaovcers of people then do meztin s of obshcr Lyoiccs.
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Attendence of Adults

During the course of the survey, attendance vias
3
Civided in so Tar as vnossible according to age groups( )
and according to those attending from town and country.
Table I shows the atitendance of adults and children by
months. In the course of the year, aault attendance
anounted to 38,64C. The attendance of edults varies

greatly from month to monthe. The highest month is Anril,

4,702, while the lowest is August, 1,009.

Attendance of Children

Total ettendence of chilczen for the year is 11,220.
Renked eccording to children attendance, the months are
June, Septenber, llay, Asril, July, Decembver, November,
Janusry, llcrch, August, February, and Octobecr. These mouths
show numbers of cuildren renging from 1,206 to 612.

0X the 49,680 total atitendecnce for the year, 25,223
attenced Sundey nmecetings. (Table II) This revresents &C.8
per cent of the attendence for »1l dsys. Saturdey meetings
are second with an st.endancc of 6,973. This is 14 per cent

of the totel attendance.,

o~

3) The people who had attained higch school age were classi-
ficd as adults. Difficultiss es to ege, vhich erose in

axing counts ol ncctings, made this division.necessary.

t



Attendance on the remaining days of the week is fairly
uniform as rererence to the table will chow,

The ettendance of Doth adults and children is high-
est on Sundey. 19,043 acults eand 6,180 children attended
Sunday meetings. Acult attendence is lowest on ledanesday,

2,179, Fewsst children, 363, attend meetings on llondeye.
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Town and Country Attendance

In Teble IV is given the sttendance by months accord-
ing to the grouss from town snd country. (3C,574) 61.5
per cent of the neopnle who attenced meetings during the
year were from town. The teble shows thet this attendance
is uncvenly distributed throuchout the months &nd that
some are conspicuous because of high sttendance. Anril
has the highest number attendins Irom town, thot is,

5,382, thers elso relatively high are May, September,
Januery, December, end Lovenber, Three months noticesbly
lower ere August 1,209, October 1,831, and July 1,901.

The totel attendaxnce Ifrom the country during the year
wos 19,112, This ettendsnce veries by months, Irom 2,416
to 791. Three moaths having the highest country =2%t'endance
are Scptember, Anril, and llay. Lxtremely low months are
Angust, Jenuary, and October.

Town and country attendance is shown in Table V accord-
ing to the ¢ays of the week. The dasys ranied from the strnd-
noint of numbers attending Ifrom town are: Sunday, Ssturday,
Thmarscay, lloncay, Tiesday, fridey, and lednesdasy. The
muaber attending varies from 17,327 for Suuncsy to 1,87C for

wetnesday.



Table IV

Atteadence fron

Tovn and Couniry by .ionths

~ezuings Attendeonce
lonth laaver Pet, Totel Pet.t Tovm Couniry
Octobver 72 ¥.2 2,672 5.8 | 1,681 791
lovenber 102 10.3 4,245 9.0 2,801 1684
December 86 8.7 4,289 8.6 2,901 1288
Jameary 92 963 3,957 8.0 2,922 1028
February 84 Bed 3,445 069 2,237 1158
ilereh 101 10.2 4,094 843 2,699 1295
Abril 94 9.5 S,777 11.7 3,382 2598
ey 91 9.2 5,221 1C.5 2,989 2R32
Juhe 63 6.4 4,428 8.9 2,494 1934
July 71 7.2 3,026 7.1 ! 1,901 1625
Aagust &2 .2 2,328 4.7 1,259 1069
Septenber 81 8.2 5,404 10.9 2,988 2416
Total 989 100.0 49,686 1C0.0 130,874 |19)12




Attendance

Table V

from Town end Country by Day or the i.ecek

Tay of Lectings Attcndance

\2ek 1laaber ret. Total Pet. | Town Pct. Country Pct.
Suncay c87 9.4 25,223 o0.8Y 17,327 S56.8 7,896 41.3
Jlonday 119 1c.0 3,203 0.0 2,202 7.2 1,101 5.7
Tucsday 87 8.8 5,909 7.1 2,164 7.1 1,245 7.0
icdnssiny 49 5.0 2,847 5.71 1,870 6.1 977 5.1
Thursceay 94 9.9 4,264 8.6 2,4C0 7.8 1,864 9.8
friday 32 Se2 5,007 7.2 1,971 6.4 1,896 8.4
Saturdey 21 Ze1 6,973 14.0 2,640 846 4,333 22.7
Totel 089 100.0 49,686 100.0| 30,574 | 100.0 19,112 1C0.0
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Table VI

“
Types of lleetings and Atte: dence According to age Grouds

Types Attencance o
of Totel (Pct.of Acult Chilaren
Meetings| Total | Humoer '| Pct. Jumver '] Pct.
Church
Services| 19,420 39.1 | 15,603 80.3 3,817 19.7
Proyer
feeting | 492 1.0 475 96.8 17* KPs)
Sancay
Sen.ol | 6,524 12.1 3,786 86.0 2,728 44,0
Lecies'!
Rel.Or. | 1,480 3.0 1,278 86.2 202 13.8
Young
Pcople's
Rglig.@n' 1,813 3.6 1,372 86.7 241 12.3
J A
Scout 047 1.3 o&8 8o.1l 89 13.9
enipr
G.Rcse 193 2 185 96.3 8 37
Junior |
G.Res. | 231 e 16 6.6 215 93.4
Todces | 3,699 7.4 3,599 97.3 100* 2e17
artics
&Clubs 638 1.3 604 94.6 34 S.4
om.
Club 84 2 84 100.0 0] 0
Shovws 10,738 21.6 7,970 74.2 2,768 20.8
Sehool
Athlc#ic 923 1.9 830 o7.4 393 42,6
School
Parties | 3C0 N 278 92.7 22 7.3
School 2,218 4,7 1,753 75.6 &62 24.4
m&-. ' ¥ hd ’ . .
Miscel, | 189 ! 169 8§9.0 20 11.0
Total 49,686 |100.0 | 38,460 77.4 | 11,226 22.6

* This ineludes snsll

children vio esmt vwith their nerents.




in the vill-ge holad tiwo services every Sunday. hese
are often supnlemented with other services duriny the
week. This is espeeirlly true of the Crtholie churche.

D

The high percentace o attendance et church services in
this community seems to supsort the statement of Iawthorn
thet there are rew sociel rgencies thet touch as many
4

veople es does the church.( ) lcany people in the village
seem to denend lergely udnon the churcn for their social
coutrets.e These fectors tend to vroduce the ni;h rank-
ing for churches. The opportunity oilfered for many beonle
to narticinote 2s church officieals cnd cirectors also en-
eourcyoes »eople to o to churche. The progsram osfered
tends to asveal to all grouns - youn” ~nd old, married
end single, ete. VThe church and organizetions cfiiliated
vith it ettrected &9.0 per cent of the totel etiendance
at 2ll meetings in the community during the year.

Thie ettendarce et shows is 21.C per cent of the total
for cll nmectings. This 1is nertly beceuse shous vere pre-
sented at a2 time of the year vhen other esctivities were

~

besinring to leg. (Teble VII). Kinetcen tent shows and
free moving nictnre shows (the comunity hos no com:erecial
movie theater) viere put ou during the no:i:ths Adril to Jept-

ember. Two tent shows vere nheld in Aoril, one in li~y, aad

o

(4) Hewtnorn, I.B., Sosiolory of Iurel Liie, prae £60.
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5

three in September. Attencence at thess shows is nuch
higher than et the moving pictwe chows or mectings or
eny other type. The fact thet the tent shows had their
headquerters in Laingshure and thet the maneger vwas &
locel non pronebly has rmuch to do with such high sttend-
ance. The moving pnicture shows elweys hed fairly high
ettendnnce becau. e they were free end viere highly ad-
vertised. These shows were snonsorcd by the Comaecrcial
Club. It *1il1ll be noted thet even in ,atherings of this
tyne, the attendance during Aisust is allected, apperently
by the hot wecather. The attendrnce at these ninctcen
shovis represents &21.6 per cent of the totsl attendance for
the yesr. (7oble VI)

dext to shows in inmportance sre the Sunday Schools.

.1 ver cent of the totel etteindance cones through these.
Tollowing the Suncay Schools are the lodses, 7.4 per cent;
school envertainments, 4.0 per cent; roung Pcoples Religious
Oresenizetions, 3.6 per cent; Ledies' Religious Organizstions,
2.9 per eent; school athlcties, 1.8 per cent; psrties snd
clubs, l.4 per c=nt; end Bor Scouts, l.3 per cent. All other
types each furnish less then 1 ner cent of the totsl attend-

ance.



Table VII

Attendonce at Snows

lonth Ilo. of _ A?tendance.

ShLOVS Ad:lE Cnilcren Tovin Conntry | Total]
April 2 1,750 285 775 1,260 2035
ey 1 920 180 450 650 1100
June 3 965 8575 520 1,020 1940
July 6 1,248 611 634 1,228 1889
Aucust 4 612 427 370 669 1,089
September 3 2,475 690 1,445 1,720 3165
Totel 19 7,970 2,768 4,194 6,544 |10738
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e Boy Seounts cwe2 o celonted sroun vence Jao s blaenionee

at Boy Scout meetings is usually below 18, 2l2ys put on by
this group hed atterdance between 121 end 180. The ncmber-
ship in the Girl Reserves is also small. Both Junior e&nd
Senior Girl Reserves most commonly have attendance below 15,
Lodges show a great ccal of varietion, although from 16 to
20 is the number most often found at the regular meetings of
these organizations. Instellation of oflicers and conventions
tend to increcse this nunber es is shown in those meetings wish
with attendence between 120 and 135. A musiccl comcdy presented
by the Zastern Ster -ttracted over 201 peovle. Since parties
and elubs are usually {found in the homes, attendance et each
mecting is Tairly low. A musical memory contest held by the
Women's Civie Club hed an attendance between 91 and 105.

The Conmaerciel Club and shows sre both discussed else-
where in the peper.

Sone veriation is found in the nuwaber attending school
ethletie contestse. This usually depenés on the plesce the
grnes are helde Out door gemes show =t%endance to be sbove
166. Indoor games, because of crowded conditions, tend to
prevent such attendance as is shown in the teble. Sahool perties
are usually smell group or cless affairg. This tends to keep the
attendance in =11 cases below 75. School entertsinments are
well atterxded. All but two of these show an attendance above

150. Grecustion exercises have gres ter numbers of people than
do any other types of school programs.
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.Totels of all meetings Guring the yecar show thot 489

or nearly one half of the gatherings, have an attenciance be-
low 1. +Vhile the greater pert of the meetings have an
attendance below 75, many types show mecetings with high
attendance at some time during the year. These are usually
entertainments end functions for reising money. The greatest
interest is alvays shown by the pcople of the community in

meetings of this type.
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mentioned, the Girl Reserves vias the only orgenizstion which
would enpeal especially to girls of school age. ILicither were
the Boy Scouts hardly scequate since 86.1 per cent of their
attendance wasg of nhigh school boys. The results of such in-
attention to this &,7e groun becomes noticeable in the social
problemns presented by boys end girls of the seventh and eighth

gredes, Neny of these chilcéren do not and camnot receive

M

Gequate contrects in their homes, hisnce the need for some social=-
izing sgeney to care for this group 1is apnparent. The improve-
ment of the essocietions of sucﬁ chiidren seens to be imper-
ative 17 the {future welTare of the village is to ve safeguerded.
The school may do much in contributing to the sociclizetion
vrocess but the task is too great for anyone =2,ency or in-
stitution.
Town end Country Attwndance at various
Types o llecetings

Teble IX gives the sttendence from towvn ancd country at
the cdiflerent types of mectings. 30,E74 peonle from town
attenced the meetings held during the yeer. 12,721 of this
nunber attended church services. Second to the church ser-
vices in nunbers attending is the Sunday School. This type
is followed in order of etiendance by shows, lodres, school
entertainments, Young People's Religious Orgenizotions, Ladies

Religious Orgenizetions, cchool athletics, parties ana clubs,



The Attencence ol Town -nc Cowntry Lleople

Table IX

at ‘eetings of the Verious Tynes
T7pes Atternconce
of Total Pet.of Town Country

Meetings Totel aunber Pct. Hunber Pet,
Church

Service 19,420 39.1 12,721 0545 6,699 34.5
Prayer

dectin 492 1.0 433 83.0 &9 12.0
Sincey

School 6,024 Jel 4,922 7S.4 1,602 24.6
L-cica?

Reli~.Or. 1,400 3.0 1,125 76.0 245 24,0
Yonng 2c¢o-

ple's Re-

lis. Ore. 1,812 3e6 1,179 £5.0 634 38,0
Boy

Sgout 647 1.3 470 77.6 177 22.4
Senipr

Girl Res, | 193 - o4 142 7340 o1 2645
Junior l

Girl Res. 231 O 208 90.0 23 10.0
Lodzcs ! 3,699 7.4 2,098 06.7 1,601 45,3
Jortico
&Clubs 638 1.3 592 92.8 46 7.2
CORl,ﬁ;l}]b ‘ 64 2 84| 100.0 0 0.0
Shows 10,738 21.6 4,194 59.0 6,544 61.0
Schaol

Atrhletics | 923 1.8 698 71.2 269 28.8
Scnool

2 rties 300 .6 173 58,3 125 41.7
3ehool

Tnter. 2,315 4.7 1,460 63.7 855 3643
rigeel. 1€9 9 103 894.5 86 45.9
Total 49,686 30,574 61.0 19,112 39.0
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Boy Scouts, pnrayer meetings, end Junior Girl Rescrves. The
attendance of other tynes ialls between 10C end 170.

The totel country sttendance TLor the yeor wes 19,112,
As in the 2ttenconce of other ¢rouns, the churcih services re-
ceives the greatest number. This is nearly eeurled, howecver,
by shows. Shows reach out beyond the ordinnry voundarics of
the community end draw meny other people. This Iect probably
cxnrins the unususl nmunbers from the country attending shows.
The Sunday School ~nd lodges ere attended by prrcticelly en
cousl mumber of people irom ths country. The types of mecst-
ings next in order attended by country people ere school en-
terioinnents, Young 2Pzople's Religious Orgaunizations, Lodies?

o
<

oY)
W

[SH
il

31 ous Orgenizations, cchool sthletics, 3oy Scouds, fnd
’ ? ’
scnool parities. The other typeus £ll snow attendesnce lfroa the

country to be below 1C0. Since the mectings of both Junior

v}

nd 3ecnior Girl Reserves wvere held in the cevening, it is rather
to be ecxpzctued that the attendance of girls from the country
would be small. o type of meeting wass sttenced entirely,
nowever, by town people., There viere no mectings held ex-
clusively for country ncople.

llost signilicent among those types of meetings showing

small atteundance from the country are the parties cnd clubs,

and the Comumercial Club. 3ince the perties and cluuss were

coaposed entircly of people living vwithin the villege, it wes



ursnal to {ind counitr»y meoule of crdins theme Tadle IX

chove tuet there eve orly 7.2 oer cent of the nuonle 2tiend-
ine tnis tyoe of neetipng Curing the yeer Irom the coullrye.

It is Ccoubiliuvl how mmeh cucourascment oo been given 1o in-
creagse zuch etvenceosccs  Tiv most ol the Tunetions oi tnds
arce  Altinougi the Comaereicl Club
Vg o0ocil To any ons vho old L. Cues of e Club, Joruers
vere not sertvienlerly ur.wd to Join it. Ileither werve the nro-

<L
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of country people et church services is greater than the
nimber s2tiending lodges, the church cen scarcely be seaid to
be farther reaching. It hrs becn obvsszrved that most ol the
country peonle attending church services are es regular in
attendance o3 weather conditions end rosds will nsermit. Zach
church hes a certain nunavber or :urel femilies that attend
services regcularly end these nakxe up the greater portion of
thie country attciucence. It ceems that lairly few people from
the ceoantry are ocercional chureh goers. This is not srue of
the lodgese While tlicre ere many Iarmers who attend lodge

meetings regculerly, there ere many more vho go only e Lew times

N

year. In otaer words, there seems to be a grecater veriety
of iacividuecls Trom the country drevn into lod, e neetings than

into the churches.

Reculerity of Progrems Given

Tere i1s auch vericotion in the nmuaber of prosrenms of the
verious organizetions. Only four types of mectings were found
wihich presented reguler nrogsrems throughout the year. These

were the church, Suncay School, Young People's Religious Or-

A
)
[a]
[=5
[
o]
ct
[ )

e 1tions, cnd the lodges. (T-ble XT) All other orgconizetions

present programs mor

(0]

or less intvermittontly. The swumer scason
secems to be the time when meny kincs of msetings are discon-

vinued,.



Table X

Types of lleetings by lionths

0ct.f Tov.f Dec.f Jen.f Feo.] llar.] Apr.] May JunefJuly [Aug. |Sedt. Tot.] Ave.
Cimirch 232 43 28 36 a7 46 42 36 a7 36 28 46 447.137.2
Sandey
School 10 17 15 12 12 | 12 13 17 8 12 7 11 146 [12.2
Lacies!
Relig.Or 5 3 4 4 5} 2 3 1 2 1 S 33 2.7
Young
Peoolel's
Rel. Or. 7 9 6 9 8 | 18 10 10 10 10 2 S 101 8.4
3oy
Scout S 2 2 2 L5} 3 6 2d 2.0
Girl
Reserve 3 7 1 2 3 4 S ) 2 32 2.6
Locges | © 12 | 10 10 11 | 14 11 11 8 7 10 10 123 [10.2
larties
& Clubs 2 3 5} 7 3 1 2 2 2 27 2.3
Come
Club 1 2 3 «d
Shows 2 1 3 6 4 3 19 1.6
School | 3 3 3 7 3 2 2 2 3 1 29 2.5
Migeel, | 3 1 4 ed
Total 72 1102 86 |92 €4 101 94 91 63 71 52 81 989 |82.4




In Table X is shown the number of thc veorious types of
meetings held cach month throwhout the yeer. It will be
noted thet the four tyoes of meetings previously mentioned,
the church, Sunday School, Young People's keligious Orgrni-
zotions, end the lodges, ere outst-nding in the total nunber

of meetings held. four hundred and rorty-scven of the meet-

(]

ings recordec pertsin cirectly to church services. Ileetings

of this type cere found to be most numerous during lirrch, April,
Scptember, and Illovembsr. They sre not muiacrous during June,
Afugast, and October. This difierence is cue cnicily to the
irrecularity of the organizations themselves. There were 146
meetings perteining to the Sunday School Zor the yerqr. Activity
in the Sunday School docs not elveys coincice with that of the
cnurch. ilonths in which the the greatsust nuwaber of Sundéay Sehool

5

mcetings are held are Iioveaber, Deccmber and iny. The Young
Pcople's Religious organizetions with & totel of 1Cl nmeetings
ere reirly reguleor in number except during August and Scptember.
These groups which ere most achive during Lierch when 1o mect-
tings were held continue with 1C eoch month until Ayust.

The prosrams of the lodges ere «crlinitely sroanged.
There is less veviation Irom month to nonth in this type of
meeting then in any other type. One hunired twonty-three ncet-

ings of Iraternal orgenizations ere distributed over the entire

yeer. The highest months ere November end llarch with twelve
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and fourtzen mcetings respectively. Soven montis show 10 or

11 meetings of this type. The loviest nmonths ere June end Julye.
None of the other tynes of neetirgs exceed thirty-three in
nanber. All types ere most nunercus during the winter then

at eny other sercson of the ycar. Since the shous were held
out of doors, they were most numcrous in the swaier season.

The Commereisl Club hss tne snallest number of meetings, only
tiirce of this ty»ne being recorded. This club which hed been

4

Tfeirly retive, dicd soon after the prescnt stucy wes staried,
These three meetings vere the lest held by the clube. ILaciec?
Religious oryenizations held Z3 meetings. Only e few of tacse
are held cach month, slthough they are reguler in daistribution
eand extend throughout the yerr, except during July. 25 Boy
Scout nectings were held from Iovember until ay. A chenge in
lerdership wegs ressonsible for the decresse in meetings when
this activity should have been =t its best. Although this loss
'was felt keenly, Boy Scout work hos not becn storted esein.
During the months, October to June, inclusive, the Girl Rescrves
held 32 meetings. The lesdersnip of this org-onization vias in
the school. Consecguently no mectings were held during the sum-
mer viacn taey might heve been the moét sucecessful. Ffunetions
such a5 oerties end club meetings ere held in &ll months of the
year éxcept June, July, and Auvuste Twenty-seven meetings of

this type were distributed IJrirly evenly over the otaer nine



months. Perbties and club meetings are wmost numerous in
December and January. Hineteen shows were neld I[rom April
to Septenmber, inclusive., The cchool »ro-rems vere cistri-
buted evenly throughout the nine months when school was in
sessione One nmecting of this type vas held in Septcmber.
All other months have from two to threc school prograns ex-
cent Jenuosry which nas seven.

The four niscellaneous types of meetings included two
meetings of sportsmen, e cenetery essociation, and 2 snipping

essociation.
Places Vhere lleectings Are Held -

It was found thnt the meetings of the yser were held
in seven difflerent tynes of plsces. (TableX) 696 or 70.3
per cent:ofithe tot=1l number, were held in churches. The
types of mectings other than religious mectings held in the
churches were the school ¢ntertsinments, Boy Scouts, and
clubs.

Few mcetings other thon lodge meetings vere held in lodge
hells during the yeer. Ilovever, churca organizations, .srties
anc¢ clubs, school mcetings, end miscceclleneous tynes uscd the

lodge halls to so.iie degree during the year.

Alnost 10 per cent of the meetings were held in homes.,
This 1s probably due to the influence of certein tynes of or-

genizations which tend to break up the atiendance into sueller



Table XI

-

Places Where licetings of Various Types 2re Held

~Bgmber and Type of ..eeting

:Plece} 3 bomentYoungh 3 ] 3 3

of Chu-{ Sun.|Relig{Peop-] Boy |Girl |Lodge|Part-| Com.|Shows|School| Misc} Toteal] Pct.
ieet-| reh |Schod|Orgn.{le's |{Scout|Resers ies Club

ing Orgn. ves
Church| 446 145 98 1l ' 1l 8 696 |[70.4
Lodgre
Halls 1 2 4 122 3 1l 1 134 |13.6
Homes 1 30 1 31 23 10 2 98 9.9
Scout
Tall 24 24 2.4
Out of
Doors 1 1 1 19 1 23 2.3
School
Bldg. 9 9 .9
[lisc., 1l 3 1 S )
Total 447 146 33 101 25 32 123 27 3 19 29 4 989 1[100.0




Iinterest c¢roups. The Ledices?' Religious Orgonizasions end
porties ere es»necially apt to meet in homcs. These groups
ere small, so consequently the home is quite sestisfactory as
2 nmeceting place. Otner types of organizations that meet in
hones are Girl Reserves end school parties.,

0f the 25 meetings of Boy Scouts, 24 were held in the

Boy Scout hell end the otaner one in a church. If the activ-

Hy

ities of this organizetion had continued during the spring and
sumner, the orosrem of meetings would probebly heve shown a
veristion from this prectice.

| here were 19 shows held out of doors during the year.
These, as previously discussed, vere 2all Ifree moving pictures
and tent shows. Four other tyjes of organizations elso held
gatherings out of doors. The number held by the school would
hove been much greater excent Lor the feet that 1t woes necess-
~ry to vlay most of the ball ¢ames out of town. The school
held nine mectings in the school building. lNeny mcetings
under the euspices of the school hod to be held =2t places other
then the school becamuse space in the school house wes not
available.

Tnere were five mcetings held in verious miscellaneous

pleces. These wnlaces incluced stores, town hall, and restaur-
ants, Ileny mectings were held in ploce poorly Iitted vo their

needs. This foct discournsces attendrnce and tends to decrcase



the number of meetings sctuelly held. Ilany types of progrems,
especially school progsrams, orften szemcd to loze much of their
importance because they could not be held in the sechool house.
This is also true of many types not held in anpropriate places.
These facts necessarily suggest the need for a community
center building in Laingsburg. The need was delfinitely recog-
nized and steps‘uere teken to secure a building cduring the year

8 e

W

of the survey. The Vomen's Civie Club first sugrested the ia
Then it wes taken up by the Commercial Club. The township sl-
ready owned a lot in the mein pert of town and plaens were mace
to build 2 community eenter on this ground. #30,000 were to

be raised through bonding the township. Hovever, 1ittle efiort
vies made to help neople outside the village realize th-ot such

a2 plan could bencfit them £nd when the bond issue was brought
up at the soring election it was brdly deleated. IZ the matter
hnod been hendled more systematlically end with greater divnlomacey,
undoubtedly the v»len would have carried. It is evident thet

the village end community needs leacers who can unéerstend such

necds end wno can make other persons rcalize them.
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Prrticipation in the Programs

During the ycer 612 peoplc took part in the presentation
of the programs.(V) 408 of these were residents of the com-
munity end 204 came from other plerces. 1lub people took part
in presenting musie, 227 spoke et dilrerent occscsioans, and 209
took part in onlays, peseants, end entertainments of this nature.

forty-three local neople ook part in Suncay School wrosraus.
These were for the most nert children ecting in dialogues and
short olays. The Vomen's Religious Orgenizetions hed 83 peconle
Trom the co.munity in their progranse.e &4 of thesec helped with
music and &9 spoke at the verious getherings. 101l ected as
leaders at the neetings of the Young Pcople's Religious Orgrni-
zotionse. 1C0 took pert in the school programs. These were
pupils who gave nmusical numbers or took part in debates, and
plays. Thnese four groups of organizsations are the most signi-
Tiecant of all, Irom the standpoint of numbers of local »ncople
verticipating in the »rograns.

There was necessarily perarns, & ¢reat Geal ol repetition
in the use of those people who were talented enough to take

vart in the prooramse.e An intinate linovledge ol tie village

(7) 2Parts regilerily teiken by ministers, choir lcesdlers, lodge
officiels, ete. 2re not ineluded. Plerticinetion nere is limited
to svyeeking, Seking vart in vlrys ond giving musical nunbers of

30:1€ Kinde.



Table XII

Perticipents in the Progr-ns

\

Plrce of !
Orgeni- | Recidence gﬁ Tyoe of Activity Totals
zation [rotizicntgdilusie Sveeking Pleys |+t flo
Church |Legingsburg L5} s} 10 4
Llszwhere 13 31 44
Suncay {Lairgsourg 43 43
Sehool | Zlsswihere 3 3
Vomen's | Leiagchurg | 24 o9 83
Rel.Org.l Zlsevhere 2 5} 7
Young
Peopnle's 101 101
Rel.Org.f Blscwiere Y4 12 20 69
3oy Laingsburg | 5 17 &a
Scout | Zlsewhere 2 21
Girl aing :
Reserve| Dlsewaere
Leingshurg | 10 18 <8
Lodgces Zls . vinere 2 2
Parties | L-ilngsburg 7 8 15
& Clubs | Llscwihere 3 3
Con. Lalagsdurg 6 6
Club Elsevhere 1 1
Leingsburg
Shows Llsewhere 60 60
Lelrccour 78 12 10 100
School Aigew.ere 7 4 2 13
A1l Typer 166 237 209 408 204
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Chart IT

Number of Persons from Various Towns and Cities
Participating in Programs at Laingsburg during the Year
October, 1925 - October, 1926
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Sumnery

The veriation in the number of meetings esch month

]

indicotes that s Zar es regulerity is concerned, the mecet-
ings ere not cvenly ciztbtributed through the year. IHoviever,
this irreculerity seems to be in keeping with the nceds of
tiie pcople ol the community. Tie grectest nunover of nmeet-
ings ere held during those months when lermers hove some
leisure time. Thoze church enc rreternal orgenizations tend,
more then others, to make the nwmber of mietings held uni-
form TLrom :month to month throughout the entire year. wnile
other orgccnizetions vary sone in the number of meetings cach
month, they do not continue throuchout the year. The show is
the only tyve which is more gctive in swamcr then during the
fr1l anc winter months. Ilcetings do not enpear to be cvenly
iistributed n~ccording to the dey of the veek or the time of
dey though duplications of mcebtings viere gererally evoided if
two meetings involved the same group ol ncople,

T™is errancement of meetings su-rests that some e ttention
hes been given to the existing needs. The fect that most meet-
ings sre held evenings and Juindeys permits this conclusion,
Leecders of the verious orgenizations tendcd to arrangce the
ectivities of their orgsnizantion so thcere would ue es little
conflict as possible, with other nrogrrms. Altiiough there hes

been no concerved and conscious plenning veyond this, results



secm to be erffcctive. The only cxception is found in the
churches. Zech church nceesserily has its services on the
same day hence there is a great cdeal of over-lapning that
cannot be avoided. Owing to the fact that mectings of the
caurches are held simultaneously the nuwabersz ol church aeet-
incs exceed all otners., lio remedy, it secms, cen be sugvsted
for this es long es there are tlhiree Probtestsnt churches in the
community. If differences between sects vere eresed, more ef-
fective and ecccenteble vorkx could be Cone.

The church, Suncay 3Schnool, shovs, anc school getherings
attrazt the greotest numbers of ecults and chilcéren. Since
the church vrogreis continue thronshout 2ll the yesr end the
zcho0l progrems through ten months, these orgenizetions eccom-
olish most in meeting the necds ol both groups. According to
esttendence, lod.es play a more importent part in the social
life of ecults then coes the school.

The churecih, Sunday School, lodges, shows, and school sre
the orgocnizstions which bring the most pcople from tovn and
country togetier at the samec me.tings. The influence of the
shows, though great, is felt here curing only a psrt of the
year. Loldge necetings draw a wider group of people from town
enG country than do other tyves of meetings. VWalle there are
more orgenizations with progrems espcelally fitted to the necds
ol adults, i.e., loCyes, nerties, end clubs, Ladles' Religious

Orgenizetions, and Commercial Club, there is but one orcani-

)



zation, Junlor Girl Reserves, vith prosrams designed to meed
the necds ol children. The Boy Scout orgenization comcs close
to being in this cless but is composed mostly of high school
boys. The scercity of amusements end the lesck of definite vork
outside of school creates a vroblem of providing suitable meet-
ings and contacts for the young folks. There is certainly no
other nhase of social Iife in the communi®ty vhich is slignted

more than this.

e

Locel pcople %teke vart to s merked degree in helping with
the prosrams which ore presented. \hile there is some repetition
tnese progroms are varied and ere supnlemented by telent Irom
outside the community. All three tynes of activities, musiec,
speaking, plays and entertasinments, are acded to in this way
during the year. Though these various grouns ere not perfectly

belenced, it is believed that occasional attempts are made to

help them becone nore so.
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