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ABSTRACT

THE PRESERVATION OF THE PEOPLE'S
CULTURAL AND URBAN HERITAGE IN LIBYA:
AN EVALUATION OF THE CURRENT SITUATION AND
RECOMMENDED FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION;

WITH EMPHASIS ON THE OLD CITY OF TRIPOLI.
BY

Sadeg Mohammed Zarrugh

This thesis focuses on the importance of preserving
the cultural and urban heritage both as a means for a
people to keep their own unique identity and as a
source of inspiration in building the human settlements
of the future. [ 01d Muslim cities are discussed as
examples of human settlements that meet the environmental,

social and cultural needs of their inhabitants in an

organic and harmonious way.) A survey of the pibgng
hefitage_in the human settlements includes a look at
fhe regional differences in urban. form caused by adaptation
to specific environmental and social patterns. <The
value of this heritage to the Libyan people and the
danger of its loss due to a lack of awareness and the
impact of rapid modernization is stressed. )

The case for the preservation of the 01d City of

Tripoli includes a detailed look at its historical



Sadeg Mohammed Zarrugh

background, adaptation to the climate, and the urban

—— T e — —

environment. The sociological factors, such as customs
——— - T e Vwee  ——

and traditions which shape and interact with the urban

form in an on-going, dynamic, relationship are described

to fill out the picture of the 0ld City as a living

entity. An examination of the architecture and urban

e -

gsfégg of the 0ld City reveals the way in which they
reflect the people's way of life. It is shown that
this heritage is neglected and under the threat of
wholesale destruction, which leads to an understanding
of the urgent need for preservation. Various approaches
and plans that have been under consideration for the
014 City of Tripoli are discussed and critiqued.

The existing legal and administrative structure in
Libya is then evaluated for its ability to meet the
needs of preserxrvation. Finally, a set of recommendations
for a national policy, administrative and financial
framework is put forth with notes as to the necessary
legislative changes for their establishment. It is
also proposed that_;he state adopt U.N.E.S,C.O.Irggommen-
dations for technical measures, research and education,
Egg\igﬁernational cooperation as revised in the text to

be applicable to the proposed preservation structure in

Libya.
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INTRODUCTION
STATEMENT OF PROBLEMS

The process of rapid modernization efforts that cities
are undergoing raises the question Vh?tb?{ the overall
effect leads to improvement or deterioration of the
\ggiiisxuggﬂlifqi Major highways and road construction,
massive demolition of old areas and. gigantic urban
renewal projects, are examples of such efforts.) Outcries
of protest against pollution, traffic jams, overcrowding
and the growing distance between home and work place
are all indications of dissatisfaction with the urban
environment. All of these physical ills of the cities
have negative social and psychological effects on the
urban population and disrupt traditional intimate
patterns of social relations.

Althéugh these conditions and aspects of urban
life are generally found in urban areas, old cities are
the most heavily affected. Changes in the physical
form of a given city first take place in its o0ld districts.
Because of its age, major road expansions, massive
renewal projects and high rise building construction
usually find a place within the boundaries of old districts,

regardless of the historic or cultural significance they

may have.



This is the problem that faces urban development
in Libya and most of the developing countires. Confronted
with population pressures, both as natural increases and
internal and external immigr§tion—-coup1ed with tremendous
urges to develop and modernize, developing countries have
adopted the industrialized countries approach‘98§£lgg&ing
j&;kpqgatiysxaspects. This has committed these countriég‘“
to great mistakes as a result ofvigéggqgatg_E;§pgipg“that
ignores the special characteristics of the domestic cul-
tures and local environmental conditions.

This kind of development, in most cases, leaves an
undesirable impact and causes damage to the social, cultural
and physical fabric of the urban environment--exemplified
by the deterioration of the old and'historic districts.-
Although much damage could happen to any old city, district,
or building in the work regardless of whether it is in an
industrialized country or a developing one, the eagerness
for development and the urgency felt to satisfy immediate
needs, makes the o0ld cities of the Third World particularly
vulnerable. )

In Libya, as other developing countries, the steady
deterioration of historic urban areas is aggravated by the
continuous misunderstanding of the significance of such
areas; historic, cultural and as an inspiration to future

generations attempting to understand the richness of their



national heritage. These countries are also overlooking
the urban-cultural values inherent in old cities that are
highly applicable as aids in developing a foundation of
principles and ideas for building humane urban environments
now and in the future. - -

Another threat to the historic cities and districts
is EEEXngpQEEEH;QPi°9= The search for more profits on the
part of speculators makes them insensitive to the values
attached to old structures. Owners and land developers,
often motivated by dreams of profitable high-rise buildings
or modern structures, usually fight measures intended for
historic preservation. For example, in the 01d City of
Tripoli, Libya, some home owners and speculators have
resisted the freeze imposed on building,permits.l

As the dangers to old cities and districts become more
vivi@ and obvious due to the fast deterioration of their
structures, concerned citizens and preservationists start
to organize and act in order to generate concern over the
fate of these areas--even beginning to perform primary
preservation tasks. Although such community-based efforts
may be productive and influential in the industrialized
nations, they often fail to achieve noticeable results
in developing countries. The circumscribed role of such
efforts in the developing countries is caused by the very
limited access of such efforts to the institutionalized

and structured planning and decision-making process.



Their failure can also be attributed to the lack of any
national cultural policy or objectives, previous pfeser—
vation work, or established traditon in community-based
organizing. In Libya, such efforts have only succeeded

in creating some concern ovéi the destiny of the 01d City
of Tripoli, but failed to score any concrete results,
except for the decision by the central government to stop
the alteration blan designed for the 0l1d City.? Though
this was a victory won by preservationists, its real impact
has been relatively meaningless in the long run, as no
strong action program has been developed.

0l1d cities with rapid deterioration rates cannot sur-

vive forever. It is the task of this thesis to develop_an
_understanding of the blight of old cities, districts, and
buildings in Libya; the factors that may contribute to such
“blight and propose actions that could preserve them and
_enhance their roles as centers for cultural heritage and
_guides for building future human environments; with the

focus on the 0ld City of Tripoli.

IMPORTANCE OF STUDY

The preservation of the cultural and urban heritage
of a nation is important for its well-balanced cultural
and social development. Eradication of the national heri-

tage deprives individuals and communities from their own



roots as source of inspiration; The development process
must be based on, and keep as a point of reference, the
fundamental social and cultural ideas carries in the
national heritage. Although the historic, cultural and
environmental arguments fqr'the preservation of such a
heritage are closely related, their individual presentation
is necessary to reach a thorough understanding of the

importance of the subject of this study.

CULTURAL FACTORS

Urban form is the physical manifestation of cultural
activities interacting with nature. These cultural acti-
vities are defined as the sum of the combined institutions
in relation to one another. These relationships, adapting
and reactihg to each other and to nature delineate the
physical pattern of the urban structure.? The traditional
urban form, shaped by the beliefs and values 6f its time,
left us with a valuable legacy in the form of its archi-
tectural, structural and aesthetic expression. Though
somé of these components have become completely outmoded,
the rest are still relevant and vital for contemporary
life. The retention of some of these traditional urban
patterns symbolizes an assertion of the continuing rele-

vance of earlier generations' values, beliefs and customs. ¢



HISTORICAL FACTORS

History is essential to the growth and development
of humanity as a whole. It is a carrier of the "ideal of
freedom" according to Hegel. This thought is concisely
expressed by H. Marrou, " Evolution of humanity . . . has
transmitted to us a heritage . . . yet from the moment
that this evolution becomes history . . . from the moment
when I become conscious of the heredity, when I know what
I am and why and how, I have become it--that knowledge
liberates me with respect to that heritage, and I can
now consider it simply under the aspect of inventory."5
Awareness of history can liberate the individual as part
of society from the obstacles in hankind's experience,
as well as aid in the psychological balance for humanity. '
~"Being able to envisage his own life span as a culmination
of a long past and the beginning of a forseeable future,
man cannot help but value his time higher than as an

accumulation of sense impressions."6

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

The preservation of the urban heritage is essential
to the development of future decent urban environments.
The history of man's efforts to build shelter and develop
communities offers a reference point for those who are

discontent with the deteriorating quality of their life.



Past communities existed in a harmonious and balanced
relationship with the natural habitat. Man's interaction
with nature ranged from "adaptation to the forces of
nature as perfected by Bushmen and Eskimo to attempts at
their domination. The Maya,:Aztecs and ancient Chinese
developed controls . . .[over nature]. . . no more than
adequate to secure the bases for their great cultures. It
remained for our Western civilization to push the develop-
ment of tools of domination over nature far beyond any

conceivable communal needs. "’

The rapid and unchecked
growth of the forces of industrialization, population
mobility and technology have resulted in the imbalance of
the environmental relationships with the urban habitat.

Such imbalance produces an accelerating degree of pollutipn;
air, noise, water and visual; urban sprawl and the dis-
fﬁnctioning of the physical order of the city. The result
is an inevitable decline in the quality of urban life,
manifested in the disintegration of the social and cultural
fabric, loss of the feeling of intimate relatedness to other
people, and natural habitat, and an emerging feeling of
alienation.

As we compare the social, cultural and physical
realities of the present urban environment with the tradi-
tional, it is obvious that much of value has been lost or
ignored through development. The megaform and mechanization

characteristic of modernization often is in violent conflict



with the sensitive social and internal human systéms. The
demands today for the preservation of the cultural tradition
confirms the Daifuku conclusion that the "Rescue and restor-
ation, the revitalization of what had been vigorous and

living quarters of the city - . . can contribute towards -

the salvage of the quality of the urban environment."®

SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES

The scope of this study will addresss itself to preser-
vation issues in Libya. The lack of awareness of the
national urban and cultural heritage and consequently the
lack of a commitment to protect it, requires, as a highest
priority at this stage, the presentation of a strong case
for this heritage, as well as the need for its preservation.
A _general overview of the characteristics of-its national
components, coupled with a more vivid and detailed example
of a local herxitage element, the 0ld City of Tripoli,
becomes a highly indispensible objective.

The scope of this thesis is also necgssitated by
Ehg_légk.cf.meaningful»pxeservation-policies*and-obéeétives,
and a-legal,-administrative and financial  framewodrk, both

/

on a national and local leveléfgkhese factors Egke\it_

impossible to narrow the scope to the task of comprehensively

and adequately planning for the preservation of this heritage
S S nai
on any level.

~—



Another factor of importance in deciding the scope of
this study is the commanding role of the central government-
of Libya in shaping and directing the functions of the
local units of government. Such a role makes all local
preservation efforts inadeqﬁate in themselves unless there
exists an efficient preservation framework to support them.
For this reason, a major objective of this study will be-

the discussion and recommendation of a conceptual framework

necessary for the establishment of a more centrally-oriented

g 8 1

preservation framework with needed legal, administrative,

-, SR

financial and technical measures.

METHODOLOGY

In developing the thrust of this thesis, personal
“ILcr—q.\\_’

———n e - SN T e T — e e —

involvgmgnﬁ‘gggm;igiggnggpg{iggggﬁwhqu_had a prime impact.
Until the last few years, historic preservation of towns

and quarters was never an important issue. After the
approval of Tripoli's Master Plan in 1970 and the realization
of its disastrous implications for the 0l1d City of Tripoli,
concerns éver the destiny of that Old City have been raised.
This brought about the General-Directorate of Antiquities,
some members of the faculty of the Deparmtment of Architec-
ture and Urban Planning, University of Al-Fatah, and other
concerned individuals to start a movement aiming at the

eliminating of the major proposals concerning the 0ld City
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in the Master Plan. Being close to this experience and
observing the subsequent problems that resulted from the
lack of awareness and appreciation of this urban heritage,
has inspired the research of this thesis topic. The scope,

as previously shown, is enlarged to_%nclude a wider and -

»ggpgrgphicé}}yféize?sc'range of preservation problems and
issues and an examination of. the threat that has_ been ..
imposed on the delicate, historically and architecturally

Mf}ggificant areas by rapid and abrupt development patterns

.and a blind dcsire to "modernize."

From this orientation the research methodology emerged.

It included a combination. of _techniques—and-procedures:

Field work and observation in the 0ld City of,

urban area rich in its urban heritage, the need
‘for its preservation, and the environmental impact

of recent development projects on its future.

R search for factual material pertaining to the

A N

evolution and development of old Muslim cities
as well as‘the characteristics of the urban

heritage in Libya was fundamental to the develop-

ment of Part One of this study.

e T B e S

In this regard,
an absence of special studies on the architecture
and urban development of old Libyan towns and

villages was substituted for by discriptive literature.
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Interviews with concerned and respon51ble indi-

e a @

viduals coupled with a careful study of preservation

et

committee meeting minutes was necessary to“hayfgég

feel for the pOSltlonS and attltudes of the govern-

R S it an—

mental agencies on the_suhjectnof preservation. -

This was especially true for the 01d City of Tripoli

as it represents a major indicator of these trends.

Examination of the state 0ffic1a1 Gazette, and
P - e e T e

documents and reports relevant to this topic in
P L R S i P - v i .

order to pin down existing concepts, policies,

objectlves, and structures that could give indi-

[ ket

cations of the state policy on development, and

——— e oo s

preservatlon of the natlonal urban herltage.

Against thlS background a comparative study of the

international experience in preservation especially
"of U.N.E.S.C.0. was of a valuable service in laying
the groundwork for the recommendation of preservation

framework for Libya.

Focusing on the need _to enhance the quality of the

urban environment and preserve the human values inherent
in the old cities of Libya, this thesis will briefly review
the development of old Muslim cities, the}r agehitecture

and environments.&i?n Parg’One; this study will provide
N 2 =+ e N

wm
1n31ght into the general SLgnlficance of these old cities

—
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and sites, which share a common history with Libyan old
cities. Chapter(ii\yill briefly review the historical
development of ﬁibya and discuss her urban heritage as
evidenced in the old Libyan settlements. The importance

and the need for their preservation, as it is inspired

by the historical, cultural and social values attached to
u;bgm, will also be studied. |These values will provide

a frame of reference to the discussion of the impact of

modernization on the "quality of life" in these o0ld settle-

ments. )A study of their deterioration and the problem

of awakening awareness in the Libyan people of their

cultural heritage will follow.

The case of the 014 City of Tripgli--Al-Madina Al-
Qadimah--as a compelling example of a place rich in
cultural heritage in urgent need for preservation, will
be presented in [Part de; C%he study will focus on the
historic development of its urban environment, with
emphasis on the structure and_the social, cultural and
aesthetic values conveyed within it. A value comparison

N T N - N . ~—

between the old and new Tripoli with respect to their

urban environments, will provide some observations relevant
to Tripoli's future developmental course and the need for

its preservation. The dlscu551on of the problems facing

— e

the Old City of Trlpoll .as well as the present sjituation
haitntatingabel SPbg=Nbohal g Aol SE A

and efforts to deal w1th the preservatlon of the 014 City

w1ll dlrect the the51s 1nto more spec1f1c issues of

e
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s

-

preservat}gp;> Thus the thesis will begin to_set up a

frame of ref rence for the treatment of other local

t vt

—

preservat;og cases. This will be followed in Part %;ree.

by a discussion of the general, legal and administrative
framework that carries the responsibilities of planning -
and preservation in the country. (ngﬁggggigg;gdg<a ,
critique of different laws and agencies and their
efficiency as measured by their performance in regard to
preservation.) The conclusions and criteria developed

in the previous discussions.mé%tLb?E?sed to treat the
topic of the future of preservation in Libya, concluding
with the development of proposed objectives, policies

and recommendations for a framework to accomplish the

task as defined in this study.:]
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IThe freeze on building permits was imposed by the Municipality
of Tripoli and the Department of Antiquities in order to allow more
time to begin preservation action.

2This plan came as a proposal in Tripoli's Master Plan to con-
struct a major T-shaped road in the heart of the 01d City. )

3Lawrence Haworth, The Good City, (Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1963), pp. 27-28.

4George Banz, Elements of Urban Form, (New York: McGraw-~-Hill
Book Company, 1970), p. 111.

S5Henry Marrou, The Meaning of History, Trans. (Paris: Helicon
Press Inc., 12959), p. 283.

6James R. Malone, "Planning and Meaning: Some Considerations
of Value Theory as Related to the Urban Planning Process" (Master's
Thesis, Michigan State University, 1965), p. I.

7Banz, Op. Cit., pp. 5-6.

8Hiroshi Daifuku, "Introduction: Urban Retrieval Too,” in
Conservation of Cities, (Paris: UNESCO Press, 1975), p. 12.




PART I

LIBYAN URBAN HERITAGE: ORIGIN AND VALUE

CHAPTER I

OLD MUSLIM CITIES: HERITAGE AND VALUES

DEVELOPMENT OF OLD MUSLIM CITIES

It is necessary to understand the historic and cultural
forces that shaped the evolving Arab urban form, in order to
understand its distinctive structural significance. 014
Muslim cities were evolved from the inter-relationship of
the natural environment, customs, heritage and beliefs of
the Arab peoples communicated through the city as form and
structure. This is evidenced by the repetitive pattern of .
urban design in the medinas (or old cities) which is a
maniféstation of the development and continuity of Arab
culture. In short, one could say that the medinas are the
living monuments to the distilled experience and essence of

Arab life.

ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS:

Much of the traditional Muslim pattern of urban

design reflects cultural and structural adaptation to

15
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the natural environment. Constant interaction with
nature caused these human settlements to be highly
functional and harmonious with their surroundings. For
example, walls were used both for protection from
sandstorm and heat. "0l14 Kuwait. . . protected by a
wall against sandstorms. . . had its buildings . . , as
a closely knit labyrinth that repelled heat and sand-
storms to the maximum, having thick walls, narrow
apertures and properly located streets for ventilation."l
Narrow and winding streets made it easier to receive
shade and helped block desert sand-filled winds (see 1 and
4). Residential units were built as much to make the
best use of the environment, as to meet social needs.
Houses closed off to the outside protected people from
hot daytime temperatures and dust, while the inner
courtyard trapped the cool night air and allowed it
into the house. "Most inner patios or courtyards had
trees, shrubbery, and a fountain or water basin. "2 Many
had a cooling system where water was dropped into a
courtyard pool through a corrugated surface.? outside
windows were covered by a type of shade, masharabia,
which illuminated without gloom or glare. Walls were
also built to receive the least possible exposure to
the sun, and thus to create more shade ¢ (see fig. 1),
The old Muslim cities have a distinct relationship

to the regional landscape they occupy, using local
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resources as building materials. "In Irag and Persia,
streets were made of tamped earth; in Egypt anﬁ Syria,
tamped earth and crushed stone, and in North Syria and
throughout Anatolia, stone slabs and cobbles made up the

streets."5

In the 0l1d City of-Tripoli, Libya, the streets -
were also of stone and palm trunks were used for roofing.
The results of these structural adaptations, was an urban
setting uniquely suitable for human activity which formed

an integrated, organic whole with its environment.

RELIGION:

Another major influence on the structural pattern
was the religion of Islam itself. The urban environment
was the focal point of religious life, and the mosque
became the center of the city. "Prior to 650 A.D., old
cities of Muslims had an open space near the center of
the city called masjids used as a meeting place for
praying . . . Between 650 and 750 A.D. the open spaces

were replaced by buildings."®

"The twenty-seven archeo-
logically definable mosques were related in form and
were considered the hypostyle."7 Common features were
the small dome in the center, decorations and minarets.

"The hypostyle mosque was a reflection of the early

Islamic religious beliefs that man can praise God
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directly without clergy or mystery. In conservative
areas like Morocco this style was used for centuries."?

0ld city life was coordinated by religion which
also determined much of the urban form. The location
of the mosque in early cities determined the location
of other important city structures. Islamic law schools,
if not held within the mosque were nearby. The mosques
also functioned as meeting houses, as well as teaching
centers, and formed a reference point for daily activities.
Another important building, often connected physically
with the mosque, was the public bath. These served
social and recreational, as well as hygienic needs.
Religioué law courts and government buildings'were also
near the mosque in the central old city.

The first three centuries of the Islamic era, to
the collapse of the Abbasid Empire in the middle of the
tenth century, formed one major period in the evolution
of the city. "The break up of the empire and the
substantial completion of the conversion of the Middle
Eastern péople to Islam, created a new era of city
experience in the eleventh and twelfth centuries."?9 At
this point, the hypostyle open mosque evolved into
mosques with an interior facade and a division of the
covered parts into four separate areas through the
creation of large eyuans on each side of the courtyard

(see 3 and 6-8). After the eleventh century, Muslim
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cities and pre-Islamic city characteristics merged and
created the common Muslim or near Eastern cities, such
as Baghdad, Damascus, Aleppo and Cairo.

In the twelfth century a rising increase in the
number of cultic-spiritual groups led to an increase in
the number of mosques. The life of the city became
tied to a number of buildings rather than a few. As
new ethnic, social and religious groups came to the
cities they tended to band together in their own districts
commonly called quarters. Sizes varied, but basically
they were neighborhoods often separated by walls with
- gates closed at night for protection. Functionally they
became small, independent cities with their own mosques,
baths, water supplies, bakery and bazaars. This provided
protection against invasion, and allowed for éontrolled
mingling with other quarters.

Bazaars, another important aspect of urban life,
were often arranged aécording to which products were
related to the function§ of the mosque (see 2).

Crafts not directly related to the mosque, or those

that were noisy or dirty were furthest away. Often

they were arranged so that an entire street of the

quarter would be devoted to a particular craft. They
were concentrated in tight grids of narrow streets

often with roofs over them. Khans, which were collections

of warehouses, shops and boarding facilities, generally
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surrounding a ccurt, were also located near the mosque
(see 5). Primarily for traveling merchants to offer
their wares to residents of the quarters, their location
was convenient for travellers, city officials and
visitors.1? The result of thée mosque as the centralizing
and organizing force in the medinas, was to reflect in

the urban pattern the cultural focus on Islam.

SOCIAL RELATIONS:

Traditional social relations impacted structural
design along with environmental and religious considerations.
The internal and private life were strongly valued by
Muslim people. This strong privacy ethic was rooted in
the separation of the sexes and the tradi?ional veiling
of women. "Housing was always oriented away from the
streets and doors seldom faced one another . . . to
maintain privacy and achieve as complete a withdrawal

nll The court which was

from the public as possible.
entered from the outside with one or two turns in the
passageway, e.g., as in the 0ld City of Tripoli, was
designed to prevent a clear view of the courtyard,

usually the scene of domestic activity. The home was

.
"
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steps and‘used for private family purposes, and the
salamlik, which was used for visiting male friends.
Windows that opened to outside walls used trellises or
masharabias—--people from inside could see out, but
outsiders could not see in.- "The right of the family
to live enclosed in its house led to a clear separation
between public and private life; private life turned
inwards, towards the courtyards and not towards the

street; . . ."12

However in the thoroughfares, the
bazaars and mosques, a certain intimate public life
went on.

The value placed on personal contact and primary
group relationships can be noted in the structural
emphasis on the pedestrian scale of buildings and
' streets. Most residential units were one and two story
buildings. The residential units, markets, mosques,
bath houses and khans were within relative scale to
each other. "The maze type streets were functional to
trade and pedestrian traffic. Large streets were for
bulky shopping -- narrow for quiet areas. The main
streets are broader and lead to the city gates in a
simpler pattern than the narrow streets. The main
streets have winding lanes and blind alleys to them
leading to houses in the city."l3 Main streets were

related to arrangements of city walls, mosques and
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military needs. Many old cities must be entered on
foot. These pedestrian oriented streets allowed more
personal contact between people and the structure of
the city itself. This imparted a sense of belonging
and intimacy. The streets,lquarters, mosques, markets
and residential units were all integrated with the
social realities of the cities. The courtyard, towers
and open squares were parts of the urban-architectural
tradition based on the solid foundation that derives
its "definition and diction from the cogent compellants
and determinants operative in time and space. The
resultants of forces and counterforces at play produced
a culture, a heritage, as era which was commensurate
with the then prevailing social, physical, economic and
political forces at play in period and on place . . ."14
The similar physical pattern of the medinas were a
material manifestation of the Arab-Islamic culture

inclusive of climate, history, function, people and

religion.
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PRESENT SITUATION: DECLINE

In the last twenty or thirty years traditional Arab
culture has been heavily influenced by Westernization.
Population pressure and industrialization is putting
cultural property in grave danger. The rush to accomodate
modern technology rather than erlve modernity causes a
disregard for the old cities, which often results in
their rapids deterioration or outright destruction. For
example, due to the new industries and demand for oil,
many people are crowding into the cities. White collar
workers are moving to the suburbs. Many medinas are
becoming slum areas while still containing historical
and aesthetic artifacts, as well as the key to the
Muslim cultural heritage. In Tunis, "46% of the families

"l5 In the old medinas, housing is

today live in one room.
accomodating several families instead of one.

Due to modernization, "the angular and curved
streets of the medieval commune of early cities, which
at every turn delighted the eye with a new and unexpected
scenic tableau, are being replaced by straight, mono-
tonous vistas of the same featureless buildings and
shops . . . squares inherited from the past are reduced
to nodal points for traffic and highways are wantonly

carved into vital neighborhoods dividing and finally

subverting them."16 These new wide avenues destroy
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much of value (See 9) -- the human scale, personal
contact and intimate relationship of the old streets
arranged in a logical progression around people's
spiritual, economic and social lives.

Instead of deriving inépiration from the past
heritage, the present trends show no sensitivity to it.
Rapid modernization, population pressure and the trend
toward Westernization result in a willingness to accept
solutions that do not integrate with local environmental
conditions. The trend to use European models and
architectural training that completely ignores Arab
architecture, results in these completely inappropriate
designs while traditional buildings are demolished.

The harmony and charm of old cities are disturbed with
the introduction of high rises, which are in conflict
with climate, aesthetic variables and repvailing human
values (See 10).

High rises . . . yield their own psychic toll

in physical gigantism and bureaucratic manip-

ulation. Structural monumentalism, in the form

of residential skyscrapers and shopping com-

plexes, with their odious homogeneity and

heremetic environments, invades the neighborhood
and destroys it. Aside from their featureless

gigantism, these residential units allow for

no spontaneous scoiation and novel life styles.17

Standardization of private life and privacy itself may
reach tremendous proportions. The automobile is another
factor which pushes this "standardized privacy" to

appalling proportions.
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The medinas were based on the quarter or neighborhood,
the type of streets allowed people to relate to each
other face-to-face, and homes allowed for individual
family privacy rather than the "standardized privacy"
intruded upon by paper thiniﬁalls. Streets in the
quarter also allowed pedestrians to be able to walk
through the area without feeling pushed or exhausted.
The new wide streets designed for autos and fast access
take the sensitivity to human needs and values out of
the city. An example is Sudun Street in Baghdad, "a new
four lane avenue designed for cars. Many poor people
must come by bus, leaving their own quarter and shop on

»18 pyen sensitive planning

foot among motorized traffic.
cannot always avoid the harsh metods of imposing new
structural forms like the high rises and highways,
which usually destroy much of the old cities. The
continuing neglect of the old forms to make way for the
new, hastens their rapidly deteriorating condition.

The rush to accomodate new technblogy, rather than
evolve it, places immense stress on every aspect of
cultural life. The intimate relationship of form and
structure, when confronted with such rapid change,
breaks down and a process of cultural disintegration

results—--the whole cloth of the social fabric is torn.

The present situation of the medinas is serious. For
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example, Al-Kahera Al-Fatima today, despite its extreme
age, historic value, beauty and charm, has been allowed
to become little more than Cairo's ill-kept slum. "The
insidious, irresistable powers behind the slighting
forces which have attacked the sector [Fatimid Cairo]
with devastating success are the constantly accelerating
population growth and migrations that the entire world
is experiencing, augmented and intensified by the leaps
and bounds with which its various civilizations are moving
forward."l9 (See fig. 2) - Another example, Aleppo in Syria,
is also undefwfhe threat of extinction from new construction.
due to the city's expansion. Although planning took iﬁto
account the need to retain the integrity of the neighbor-
hoods of the old city, rather than keeping them just as
monuments, relief roads will further divide and reduce
the extent of the historic center.?’? 1n many cases it is
tooAlate, and what is left diminishes rapidly. Certainly
modernity is a many-faceted and largely beneficial pro-
cess. But to destroy a unique history and culture's
best artifacts is to recreate many of the worst mistakes
of the West.

In order to avoid the domination of technology over
the urban and natural environments and halt the trend
toward sterile standardization, it is necessary to under-

stand the value inherent in the old Muslim cities. Many

of the guiding principles and ideas needed to develop a



a. Spatial Form: Courtyards

Figure 2.

Fatimid Cairo (a,b).
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modern yet humane and culturally coherent urban environment
can be found in the medinas. 1In addition, as Greame

Shankland points out in Why Trouble With Historic Towns,

. « . the almost magical power of the past
does not lie only in the intrinsic beauty
of what is being preserved, survivals of an
age when towns were made by artisans, but
above all in the identity they confer. This
sense of continuity seems today more impor-
tant than ever, as national groups and ethnic
minorities battle for identity and survival
in an age of multi-national economic groupings,
uniform machine-made products, and supra-
national political settlements.

Third world countries, on the verge of modernization,
have a strong urban heritage to guide them past the mis-
takes of the developed countries. They alone have a
chance to truly integrate the new with the old. The
insight into the means to an organic development which is
suited to the unique needs of the cities' peoples lie in
the old traditional cities. But the chance to retrieve

their lessons and retain the past will be lost forever

without immediate steps toward their preservation.
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l. Fez: The typical closely knit labyrinth of an Arab City.
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7. Cairo: Al-Azhar Mosque.

9. Kuwait:

markedly out of con-
text it often approaches
comic and cosmetic types
of architecture.

10. Riyadh:

'modern' architecture
often disregards
cultural and social
needs.

Damascus: Umayyed Mosque.




CHAPTER II

LIBYAN URBAN HERITAGE AND THE NEED FOR PRESERVATION

Historical Background

.

The area that is now Libya has one of the longest
histories in the civilized world. A land of many
peoples, archeological evidence grows daily of early
man in this part of the world, but much remains to be
discovered. The general history of the area, at least
since the sixth century B.C., is fairly clear. It was
about this time that the Phoenicians founded Sabratta,
Ui'at (Roman Oea, Modern Tripoli) and Leptis Magna
(Phoenician Leptis). For a while the area flourished
as part of the trade empire of Carthage, then as Rome
grew and became dominant, it became part of the Roman
Empire. Large scale buildings, water works and roads
were built, portions of which still stand today. The
powefjof.Rome extended inland beyond the coastal
towns. In 20 B.C., L. Cornelius Balbus led an expedition
to Garama (now Germa), capital of the Garamites and to
Cydamus. They established a line of defense in the interior.
In 439'A.D. Genseric and his Vandals invaded; but in 533
A.D., the Byzantines took the area under the orders of

Justinian.

30
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The Arab invasion occurred around 642 A.D., the
whole of North Africa coming under Arab rule by 709
A.D. The Middle Ages brought a period of great trading
prosperity, political confusion and piracy during which
the region became infamous'és the Barbary Coast. | i
Conquered by the Turks in 1551, Libya remained under
Turkish domination until 1911, with a period of semi-
independence under the Karamanli Dynasty from 1711 to
1835.

With the advent of Italian rule in 1911, the
modern period began. New construction, transportation
and industry was started to serve the needs of the
colonizers. In 1943, Tripolitania and Cyraneica, the
western and eastern regions of Libya, went under British
rule. The Fezzan, the southern region, became a French
protectorate. In 1951, Libya got its independence as a
kingdom, with a federal government set up over the
three regions. The federal government was abolished in
1963 and the three regions consolidated under a central
government. The monarchy was in turn abolished by the
First of September Revolution in 1969 and declared the
Libyan Arab Republic.

Libya, since 1969, has been undergoing extensive
development to meet the needs of her people. Although
the standard of living has risen considerably, many

Problems are engendered by the abruptness of development,
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which are leading to deterioration of the human environ-

ment and neglect of the cultural heritage.

" THE CULTURAL VALUE OF THE URBAN HERITAGE

Libya's historical heritage is unique and vast,
containing pre-historic clues to the origins of civil-
ization and humankind itself. The shaping forces of
Berbers, Phoenicians, Carthagenians, Romans, Greeks,
Byzantines, Arabs, Spanish and Turkish peoples were all
felt on this area. The coastal cities, as mentioned,
served as both caravan towns and Mediterranean ports
since the time of the Phoenicians and were considered
strategic ports of the Phoenician and Roman Empires.
Many of the projects which were undertaken by the
Romans, stand today. With the coming of the Arabs,
Islamic culture took root and shaped this heritage into
a pattern distinct to the region.

The buildings in Libya's human settlements are a
sort of "crystallized culture," actual physical monuments
to the generations of people who lived, worked and died
in them--and for them. Culture has been described as
a:

. . . system of standard situations, each

of which specifies roles, prescribed possible

limits of behavior for the persons in these

roles and the requisite setting for this

behavior. Each situation specifies a certain

physical pattern which recurs many times with-
in the city structure. The form of the city
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is a product of these patterns combined.

In this.sense, the urban form, looked

upon as a purely physical system, is a

direct manifestation of the culture.l
Each cultural group uses its city as the means to
transfer and transform itself. Using such definition,
the o0ld human settlements can be considered the storage
vaults of Libyan culture in their buildings, archives,
monuments, tablets, books and structure in general.

What is charac£eristic and significant in Libyan
culture is reflected in the choices it makes in meeting
certain needs. As Amos Rapaport writes, the "buildings
and settlements are the visible expression of the
relative importance attached to different aspects of
life and fhe varying ways of perceiving reality." 2
Libyan traditional architecture is the end result of gen-
erations of people making concrete their ideas and
feelings. The housing, in particular, although adapting
to environmental factors, meets a complex of needs
defined by culture in terms of social interaction, in
addition to providing shelter. The cultural properties
of Libya--o0ld buildings, sites and human settlements,
may be the only and perhaps best information available
about that heritage. Thus, it is important to understand
the types of architecture to be found in the various

regions of Libya, and the changes they may be experiencing.
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OLD HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

The o0ld settlements of Libya will be discussed here
according to where they are found; in coastal areas,
mountain areas or in the oases (see fig. 3). These
settlements <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>