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ABSTRACT

CHEESE FEVER:
A HISTORY OF “SOFT MICHIGAN” CHEESE 1825-1925

By

Laurie Catherine Dickens

Prior to the American Civil War, little (if any) cheese was manufactured
commercially in Michigan. Most cheese production took place on the family farm for
home use with limited neighborhood sales. In 1866, with the encouragement of the State
Board of Agriculture, several Lenawee County farmers began the commercial production
of “Soft Michigan” cheese. The commercial success of these cheeses helped shape
business and political careers in southeast Michigan. “Soft Michigan” cheese production
transformed the practice of agriculture by increasing the roles of technology and science
and the involvement of government in the food supply.

The shift in production of cheese in Michigan from 1825 to 1925 provides a
window to analyze the intersection of agriculture, government, technology, science, and
education. By the end of the first quarter of the twentieth century, cheese production
would follow an industrial model, under publicly mandated inspection and regulation.

Under the leadership of Michigan Agricultural College, science and technology
was applied to food production ensuring that only the best dairy products were made into
cheese. Through regulation and promotion of business models and public health,
progressive politics and cheese production would become linked. Science, technology,
education, government regulation, and capital created the conditions that forced dairy

production away from small commercial factories to large industrialized plants.



wh farmed in Lena
50 hat their grardd.

Cluss ¢

C/u’.\ §

(‘f'l

Cl.

Chm



Dedicated to
Rawlen and Jessie Bell Saul Jones
who farmed in Lenawee County through the Great Depression and World War I1
so that their granddaughters and great-granddaughters could make the most of a
land-grant education.

Judith Ann Waterbury Miller MacBeth
Class of 1965 Bachelor of Arts, Elementary Education
Honors College

Kileen Marie Dickens Mohr
Class of 1982 Certificate in Commercial Floriculture

Kathy Sue White Dickens
Class of 1988 Bachelor of Science, Education

Kimberly Ann Miller Geren
Class of 1988 Bachelor of Science, Physiology

Amber Leigh Creger Benigno
Class of 1993 Bachelor of Fine Arts

Nicole Rae Schutte Sheimo
Class of 2004 Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

Laurie Catherine Dickens Perkins
Class of 2010 Doctor of Philosophy, American Studies

iii



I he fall of 2002
$izn They asked mi
el loms compiied
ey, The waff thougH
Leiinour of Lenaw.
xrd Thnew Twas Joo

[have worked w-
2 adhave found th
S&ndenn their reyd;,
T Mk Han e\ 4

Yererk, Roben Garrey,

reng

l\der \ind \vlk\\\]

(2 phatg felerence

e
ity

®-relateq My,

Ao
“ARTp

&dme g work 1

i ?{u)k, “vre('k on the



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

In the fall of 2002, I received a call from the processing staff of the Archives of
Michigan. They asked me to come and examine a couple bound volumes containing a
series of forms complied by a Dairy and Food Commission special inspector, Charles O.
Bradley. The staff thought I might be interested because the forms related to Bradley’s
inspection tour of Lenawee County cheese factories. The moment I examined those
records, I knew I was looking at my dissertation.

I have worked with the staff of the Archives of Michigan for more than twenty
years, and have found them helpful and encouraging in every research project I have ever
undertaken in their reading room. I wish to acknowledge here the dedicated work of State
Archivist Mark Harvey and the entire Archives staff: Mary Zimmeth, Helen Taylor, Julie
Meyerle, Robert Garrett, Charlie Cusack, Matthew Klein, Diana Evans, Mary Jo
Remensnyder, and Nicole Garrett. I include two retired archival staff members: John
Curry, photo reference archivist, who first introduced me to the state’s collection of
agriculture-related images, and Dr. Leroy Barnett, who more than twelve years ago
challenged me to work toward this degree. Dr. Barnett walked me through writing my
first book, Wreck on the Wabash, in 2001 and has been an enthusiastic mentor and friend.
I appreciate his willingness to read the first draft of this dissertation, which is infinitely
better for his having done so.

When I first thought of starting this degree, it had been more than fifteen years
since I had been a student. Even though a number of women in our family had already
attended Michigan State University, I personally didn’t know my way around campus.

For this advice I sought out friend and colleague Terry Shaffer, curator at the MSU

v



Voo, Tem was &
Tn'vadvice that [
mvehar, Ken lxl

The Librany o
aoaow, L have take
difingeast By
TR0 2NN veurd
20 know many ¢

LT, e knoy

v with e at th
Nagy Rebertson, iy
wnFag Charlev J:

2Ky Rzepcz) NN

Ny,

There are ever.

wd, .

2 Kknow ledge |
e wor f
SRhen | Pavsed

‘:[\:-.»..
Rketeg: Seors

;:R;hGeer. Rine v

2 D; Mdﬂa Q

uin;

BN
. uer aQ((\mp
Sira
S fip



Museum. Terry was delighted that I was considering going back to school. It was through
Terry’s advice that I was able to build my committee, members of which include Craig
Harris (chair), Ken Lewis, Tom Summerhill, and Edward Watts.

The Library of Michigan is one of the best-kept secrets in the state. For several
years now, I have taken up residency there in my assigned seat: last row under the atrium,
always facing east. Even though I have worked in the same building as the Library for
more than twenty years, I had only nibbled around the edges of its vast collection. I have
gotten to know many of the reference librarians in the last several years. They, like the
Archives staff, are knowledgeable and eager to assist at every turn. Many of them
celebrated with me at the completion of each chapter or saved my seat for me. Thank you
to Nancy Robertson, director of the Library of Michigan, staff members Bernard Davis,
Carol Fink, Charles Hagler, Leelyn Johnson, Edwina Morgan, Gloriane Peck, Randy
Riley, Kris Rzepczynski, Ann Sanders, and Karen White, and resident genealogist Ruth
Lewis.

There are several people who work for the Michigan Historical Museum that 1
need to acknowledge. I have worked alongside some of these folks for almost thirty years
and they are my work family, colleagues, mentors, and friends. Several of us celebrated
together when I passed comps and orals and they are waiting to wish me well when this
text is completed: Scott Peters, Lisa and Rod Konieczny, Susan Cooper, Steve Ostrander,
and Rich Geer. Rose Victory, retired curator of Collections, continues to be a mentor and
friend. Dr. Maria Quinlan Leiby hired me more than twenty years ago and I have been
inspired by her accomplishments in attaining her own degree. Jim Schultz, now retired,
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easier by having already gone through the Hudson Gazette, clipping every turn of the
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Baker family history in Lenawee County, donating much of its supporting documents to
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Bueno continue to care for and add to their father Leslie Sell’s collection of Sand Creek

history. Margaret Keenan Poucher works at preserving her family records related to barn
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building in the area. (A whole other dissertation is waiting to be written about the
relationship of early twentieth century barn building and the expansion of the four
townships’ dairy industry.) The Robert Anderson family was more than willing to teach
me about milking cows. And Lee Lewis Walsh of Words Plus Design has become an
honorary part of the Sand Creek community over the last ten years by helping my words
about this most unique place come alive.
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long-forgotten buildings and drainage ditches. He climbed into barn lofts over wagons

full of baled hay to take pictures of cheese graffiti; he has searched through museum
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archives and taken photographs for PowerPoint presentations, which he helped to design.
He is my biggest fan. Without him, writing this dissertation would not have been nearly

as much fun!
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CHEESE FEVER:
A HISTORY OF “SOFT MICHIGAN” CHEESE 1825-1925

INTRODUCTION

Prior to the American Civil War, most cheese produced in Michigan was made by
farm women for home use with limited neighborhood sales. In 1866, through the
encouragement of newly appointed secretary of the State Board of Agriculture (SBA),
Sanford Howard, several Lenawee County dairymen began the commercial production of
“Soft Michigan” cheese.

Sanford Howard arrived at Michigan’s Agricultural College (MAC) in the spring
of 1864. Within months, Howard sent a letter to Michigan’s local agriculturalists asking
them to identify their current production rates in a variety of commodities. Howard
wished to learn the state of Michigan’s agriculture economy and where it could be
improved with assistance from MAC.

Fourteen farmers, mostly from the southern three tiers of Michigan counties,
replied that wheat—despite soil depletion and disease—was producing well and that
wool was continuing to provide a good income. Fruit orchards—apples, peaches, and
pears—were present in all responding counties with surpluses sold in the larger markets
of Chicago and Detroit. Cattle and hogs did well, but farmers had not invested in pure
breed stock. What surprised Howard the most was the general lack of interest in
dairying—especially in the factory system of cheese production. The farmers who

responded to Howard’s questions openly admitted that they were not interested in cheese
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or butter making—beyond that manufactured by their home dairies— and had no
problem “importing” what excess they needed from the states of New York and Ohio.

Howard wasted little time in extolling the virtues of the commercial cheese
factory system to Michigan’s farmers. Dairying, Howard felt, would take Michigan’s
post—Civil War agricultural economy in a new direction. In his role as SBA secretary,
Howard would work to align Michigan’s dairymen with the educational, scientific, and
technological interests at MAC. He had no idea, when he proposed the commercial
manufacture of cheese by the factory system, whether Michigan’s dairymen would take
to this new idea. How and why Howard’s proposal of making cheese by the factory
system was adopted by Michigan’s post—Civil War farmers is the subject of this
dissertation.

The first section of the dissertation will examine the conditions that created the
cheese factory system during the nineteenth century in southeast Michigan, and the
second section will explore the roles of government, education, science, and technology
that allowed the factory system to grow so rapidly after Howard first proposed his idea to
Michigan’s dairy farmers.

To focus the answer to the questions of how and why the factory system worked
in the production of commercially made cheese, a case study will be provided within
each chapter. Because Fairfield Township, Lenawee County is considered the birthplace
of the commercial cheese factory system in Michigan, each case study will in some way
relate to either Lenawee County or Fairfield Township and other neighboring townships.

Michigan’s climate and topography were ideally suited to dairy production. Early

settlers in southeast Michigan looked for land that would provide them with an income,
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but necessity dictated that they plant corn and wheat first—corn to eat and feed their
stock and wheat for cash. Though surrounded with ideal conditions for dairying, little
thought was given during Michigan’s antebellum period to the implementation of the
cheese factory system beyond a home dairy run by women. Chapter one of this
dissertation will explore the region’s early settlement patterns, the creation of its market
centers, and lay out the “ideal” conditions needed for cheese production.

Near the end of Michigan’s settlement period, state agriculturists felt the need to
establish a college for the study and creation of knowledge in the field of agriculture. The
state’s agriculturists felt that such a college would not only increase the knowledge of the
state’s farmers, but also provide an opportunity for the education of their children, giving
them a basic knowledge of agriculture. Included in chapter one will be a discussion of the
founding of MAC in 1855.

Key to MAC’s legislative authority was the position of secretary to the SBA. The
secretary was to carry out duties that would link the college to different constituencies
throughout the state, thereby applying findings on the college’s farm and in the laboratory
to the lives of people living in rural and urban Michigan.! With great urging by SBA
secretary Sanford Howard, Michigan farmers interested in dairying took up the challenge
to implement the cheese factory system.

In 1866, Howard was able to convince Rufus Baker of Fairfield Township in
Lenawee County to build the first cheese factory in Michigan. A second Fairfield
Township cheese maker, Samuel Horton, immediately followed Baker in the commercial

production of cheese. Once the cheese factory system could be replicated, other dairymen

! Keith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005), p. 43.
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took up the challenge. Over the next forty years, more than twenty-five cheese factories
would be established in Lenawee County, all modeled on Baker’s first factory.

These factories were organized as stock companies, similar to Michigan’s early
mining concerns. Local farmers and businessmen were offered stock in a local cheese
factory as a quick way for the factory owner to capitalize his operation. In many cases,
the dairymen providing raw milk to the factory—known as patrons—were the first to buy
stock. Patrons received cash for the purchase of their raw milk and cash for their stock
when the factory did well, an arrangement that proved lucrative for local dairy farmers.
Chapter two of this dissertation will examine how the cheese factory system was
organized using the Dover Center Cheese Factory, owned by Martin Stockwell of Dover
Township, Lenawee County, as an example.

Once a cheese factory went into production, selling its product was extremely
important. Jacob Baker, of Raisin Township, Lenawee County, opened the Raisin Union
Cheese Factory in 1874. Baker was a cousin of Rufus Baker, of Fairfield Township, and
was a Quaker. To date, only the records of the Raisin Union Cheese Factory are known to
survive. Jacob Baker’s correspondence reveals some of the inner workings of a local
commercial cheese factory, including quantities and qualities of cheese produced, how
cheese was marketed, and to what locations.

All twenty-six of Lenawee County’s turn-of-the-twentieth-century cheese
factories produced one kind of cow’s milk cheese. Referred to as “Soft Michigan”
cheese, the cheese could best be described as follows:

“Michigan cheese, the genuine Michigan, found nowhere else on

earth; soft, mild, porous, good in twenty days or safe for sixty. The cheese
that pleases the eye of the maker, and tickles the palate of the consumer,
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cannot be made without the use of two articles; one supplied by the cow—

pure milk—the other by the man who handles the product, gumption.”
Other descriptions of “Soft Michigan” cheese included:
“‘Soft Michigan’ cheese has holes of varying sizes, is soft as

opposed to the hard texture of cheddar, ranges in color from white through

shades of yellow and red, is not made by the cheddar process, is without

an acid taste, and is well-liked by those from the state that shares its

1’3

name.

Where the original recipe came from or why the region settled on this type of
cheese may never be known. What is known is that Lenawee County dairy farmers
invested heavily in the production of “Soft Michigan” cheese, taking great pride in a
cheese that only they could produce. Chapter three of this dissertation will examine the
process of making “Soft Michigan” cheese using the recipe taken from the 1905 Dairy
and Food Commission inspector Charles O. Bradley’s report on cheese factories in
Lenawee County. By following the recipe for this particular cheese, various
advancements in the science and technology of commercial cheese making will be noted.
The Babcock Test, the Wisconsin Curd Test, and the development of commercial rennet
are several of the scientific advancements. Steams vats and steel gang presses, allowing
for greater production volumes, are among the technological improvements introduced
during this time period.

Almost from the beginning, the Michigan legislature became involved in

commercial cheese production. Already mentioned is the formation of cheese factories on

the stock company model. Later would come annual cheese factory licensing fees and

? State of Michigan, Dairy and Food Commission, Bulletin No. 16, December 1896 (Lansing, MI:
Robert Smith and Co., 1896), p. 8.
3 Author’s description created from a multitude of sources.
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fines for the adulteration of milk. As the nineteenth century drew to a close, public
concern over the common food supply grew. In response, the Michigan legislature
established several new governmental departments to address these public concerns,
among them the Michigan State Board of Public Health and the Dairy and Food
Commission.

Chapter four of the this dissertation will examine the role of state government in
the creation of these new departments, the selection of department heads based on
Republican Party loyalty, and the position of the Dairy and Food Commission inspectors.
Because of his carefully written reports, it will be possible to follow the work of one man,
Charles O. Bradley, on his cheese factory inspection tour of Lenawee County during the
summer of 1905.

One problem cheese makers faced at the turn of the twentieth century was the
unpredictability of their product. While the recipe was the same factory to factory in
southeast Michigan, no two factory cheeses were exactly alike. The problem of
uniformity concerned many dairymen, as well as the faculty at MAC. How to teach and
consistently replicate both the process and the product plagued all concerned.

Clinton D. Smith, professor of Practical Agriculture and superintendent of the
Farm, arrived at MAC in 1893. His keen interest in dairying helped to grow MAC’s dairy
herd and its dairy infrastructure, and created a short course of study for most of the
college’s agriculture-related programs. The first “Short Course” began during the winter
term of 1894 and ran for six weeks; later a four-week course in cheese making would be
added. The short course in cheese production lasted until the early 1920s. At its height, at

least twenty students took the six-week and later four-week short course in cheese
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making per term. For a fee of five dollars and the cost of a train ticket and board, the
“Short Course Man” could rapidly learn to make cheese.*

Ironically, women, who had learned the art of cheese making in the home dairy,
were not allowed to take the short course on cheese making offered at MAC. However, in
1915, near the program’s end, a woman, Alison Ransford, was hired to teach the general
cheese-making course. Staying a little more than three years, she left MAC to teach at the
state of Illinois experimental farm.

Ultimately, six of Lenawee County’s twenty-six cheese makers would take the
short course in cheese making at MAC. Only two of them were still employed in the
dairy industry in the 1920s. Both of these men operated a general dairy producing cheese,
butter, and ice cream.

The last chapter of this dissertation examines the decline of the commercial
cheese factory system in southeast Michigan during the first decades of the twentieth
century. While cheese making continued to be taught at MAC, both in the short course
and the general dairy program, fewer and fewer students showed interest in commercial
cheese production.

Several factors may have contributed to the decline in student interest. First, more
students were taking general agricultural short courses, partly because of the
modernization of their family farms. It was during the early decades of the twentieth
century that steam and later gasoline-powered farm machinery came into wider use.
Electrical power for farms closer to urban centers brought electric milking machines.

Science brought better plant and animal breeds. Knowing how all these modern

4 Michigan State Agricultural College, Catalogue of Officers and Graduates, 1903-1904 (Lansing,
MI: Michigan State Agricultural College, 1904), p. 40.
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advancements worked became even more important to the next generation of Michigan
farmers. Further, urbanization created more jobs away from the farm and with it more
opportunity for leisure and entertainment previously unavailable to rural youth.

As the thirty-year incorporation limit began to run out on the local commercial
cheese factories, fewer and fewer owners decided to remain in business. Those staying in
bought out their neighbors. The process of cheese making began to consolidate around
one or two individuals rather than a small group of local farmers. One such individual
was Michigan’s Republican governor, Fred M. Wamer. A resident of Farmington,
Michigan, Warner owned thirteen cheese factories at the beginning of the 1920s, which
supplied Detroit with vast amounts of cheese. He used the governor’s office as a bully
pulpit for the state’s dairy industry, enacting new dairy laws, strengthening the power of
the Dairy and Food Commission, and supporting himself for re-election.

How well those new laws would work was tested in the spring of 1916, when a
group of Bath, Michigan residents met for a picnic on their local school grounds.
Following the picnic, several Bath residents contracted typhoid fever and died. Because
of the tracking systems implemented by the Dairy and Food Commission decades earlier,
the contamination was discovered to have come from cheese made at the Marion Springs
Cheese Factory, some fifty miles from Bath. The ability to isolate the contaminated
factory prevented more deaths.

World War I opened a global market for Michigan’s milk supply. The need for
condensed and evaporated milk products, for both military and civilian populations,

soared. Farmers that once delivered their milk to the local cheese factory now sold milk
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at the larger, more industrial processing plants that guaranteed a more regular flow of
cash.

During this time, Michigan’s dairymen began to divide themselves into producers
and processors, splitting the older organized Michigan Dairymen’s Association. In 1916,
a group of Michigan’s dairymen formed the Michigan Milk Producers Association
(MMPA); members were guaranteed a fair price for their product, selling their milk to
their own bottling plants. Loosely organized, a flow of milk could now pass from the
individual farm to the bottling plant and then to Michigan’s largest market, Detroit.
MMPA bottling plants dealt with the City of Detroit’s milk inspector, not the individual
dairy farmers.

In 1922, a third generation Lenawee County, Michigan cheese maker, Norman
Bradish Horton, entered politics. Serving ten years in the Michigan legislature, Horton
would enact two laws of interest to this dissertation. The first law Horton sponsored was
a “cheese law” that legislated out of existence the production of “Soft Michigan” cheese.
The second law changed the name of MAC to Michigan State College, setting the stage
for the university era that would follow.

Soon after taking office in 1921, Michigan’s Republican governor Alexander J.
Groesbeck instituted a series of departmental reorganizations that created the new
Michigan Department of Agriculture, into which was folded the Dairy and Food
Commission, creating the need for all sorts of agriculture-related inspectors.

In one hundred years, cheese production had gone from the farmhouse kitchen
table to the industrial processing plant. The cheese factory system introduced to

Michigan’s farmers by Sanford Howard in 1866 had served its purpose, transforming



WL s agneu!
2 MACTs abiizny

Foees making

Review of Literaty

Michizan's
raon, Border
samavs, flat froy
BN the moe
:t;f:b:.':t} of chey
Tiads of Moten
LERIEY Merchyr:
Yz the Mmajor
{ Todiey beg.n
T of \1iLh:g4n
i had acee.
Lengy ee Cy

TR gy
b t.\?‘lk

2 of

Yy
Vorg State' “

igm

O The



Michigan’s agricultural economy from wheat and wool to dairy. Government regulation
and MAC'’s ability to generate new science and technology turned the home-based craft

of cheese making into an industrialized science.

Review of Literature

Michigan’s southern three tiers of counties were ideally suited for dairy
production. Bordered on both the east and west by a Great Lake, well drained by inland
waterways, flat from prehistoric lake suppression but slightly rolling from glacial
recession, the moderate climate proved ideal for grazing and hay production. The
availability of cheap land during the early decades of the nineteenth century brought
thousands of potential farm families from depleted farms in New England and New York,
as well as merchants interested in building communities. The Sauk Trail (now US12)
became the major highway through southern Michigan after the War of 1812.
Commodities began to move along this route to and from Chicago and Detroit, both ports
on one of Michigan’s Great Lakes. With the opening of New York’s Erie Canal in 1825,
the region had access to eastern and international markets.

Lenawee County was created by Michigan’s Territorial Legislature in 1822; its
settlement was typical of the pattern found across the southern tier of counties. In the
case of Lenawee County, however, an unusually high number of residents came from
New York State’s central dairy region. Raymond LaBounty Puffer, in his unpublished
dissertation, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-1860"°

duly notes the growth of Lenawee County during the antebellum period. Puffer’s

5 Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” Ph.D. dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976.

10
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exploration of southeast Michigan’s climate and topography proved beneficial to the first
chapter of this dissertation, as did Puffer’s description of Lenawee County’s market
centers Blissfield, Tecumseh, Adrian, and Hudson, including how these communities
were connected by water, highway, and railroad transportation networks.

Collaborating Puffer are county historical records and biographical sketches of
Lenawee County settlers found in later nineteenth century editions of Chapman Brothers,
Bonner, Whitney, Knapp, and Hogaboam—though often suspect because of the nature of
being written and paid for by the subjects.® Other historians to examine Lenawee
County’s early settlement patterns include the late Doris Alverson Frazier, whose 1965
master’s thesis is the first—though unpublished—history of the county.’

Lenawee County is divided into twenty-two townships. Passing diagonally from
northeast to southwest is a glacial ridge that separates the more rolling land above the
ridge from the more flat land below the ridge. Four townships, which are the focus of this
dissertation, lie mostly below the ridge in the central portion of the county. The last of the
townships in Lenawee County to be settled, these four townships are Dover, Madison,
Fairfield, and Seneca. While dairying occurred in all four townships, Fairfield Township
became the center of Michigan’s commercial cheese production soon after the Civil War.

Only one general local history of these four townships has been published, that by this

¢ Chapman Brothers, Portrait and Biographical Album of Lenawee County, Michigan (Chicago:
Chapman Press, 1888). Richard I. Bonner, Memoirs of Lenawee County Michigan, Vol. I and Vol. Il
(Madison, WI: Western Historical Association, 1909). James J. Hogaboam, The Bean Creek Valley
Incidents of its Early Settlement (Hudson, MI: James M. Scarritt, 1876). John I. Knapp and R. I. Bonner,
Hlustrated History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County, Michigan (Adrian, MI: The Times
Printing Co., 1903). W. A. Whitney and R. 1. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee
County, Michigan, Vol. I (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879 and 1880).

" Doris Alverson Frazier, “Lenawee County 1823-1860.” Master’s thesis, Siena Heights College
(University), Adrian, MI, 1965.

11
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author in 2006.% Nothing has been written about the impact of commercial cheese
production on these four townships, until this dissertation.

Other historians to examine this area include Fairfield Township residents
Carolyn Holden and Vera Covell. Holden complied the family history of George Byron
Horton, a central figure in both Fairfield Township and Michigan’s commercial cheese
production. Covell’s research centers on the founding of Fairfield Township through the
history of Moses, John, David, and Orrin Baker, a family instrumental to the workings of
the commercial cheese factory system in Lenawee County.’

To further summarize the conditions that allowed for the commercial production
of cheese in Lenawee County, the following sources were also examined: 1870 United
States Agricultural Census, Schedule 3—Productions of Agriculture in the County of
Lenawee, Michigan; Sanford Howard’s Fifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State
Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan, for the Year 1866; and Richard H.
Sewell’s article for Michigan History Magazine, “Michigan Farmers and the Civil War.”
Keith R. Widder’s sesquicentennial history of MAC gives insight into Sanford Howard’s
role as SBA secretary and the relationship SBA had with Michigan’s dairymen.'®

Commercial production of cheese by the factory system began in Fairfield

Township, Lenawee County, Michigan in the spring of 1866. Rufus Baker, the first to

8 Laurie Catherine Perkins, In the Center of Four Townships: The History of Sand Creek,
Michigan (Blissfield, MI: Made for Ewe, 2006).

9 Mrs. Edgar (Vera) Covell, “Fairfield Township” and “Fairfield Village Formerly Baker’s
Corners.” Collection of Mrs. Edgar (Vera) Covell, Fairfield Township, Lenawee County, MI. Carolyn
Holden, George B. Horton and The Grange (Seeds of Time No. 12) (Adrian, MI: Lenawee County
Historical Society, 2003).

191870 United States Agricultural Census, Schedule 3—Productions of Agriculture in the County
of Lenawee, Michigan. Microfilm. Archives of Michigan, Lansing, MI. Sanford Howard, Fifth Annual
Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan, for the Year 1866
(Lansing, MI: John A. Kerr and Co., 1866). Richard H. Sewell, “Michigan Farmers and the Civil War,”
Michigan History Magazine (December 1960). Keith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The
Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy, 1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press,
2005).

12
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manufacture cheese by this method, was soon followed by Samuel Horton, also of
Fairfield Township. Primary sources proved critical to the documentation of the early
stages of commercialization in the second chapter of this dissertation.

Maps of Lenawee County’s twenty-two townships dating from the 1870s are
clearly marked with the locations of local cheese factories. These locations were then
compared with Articles of Association Records, housed in the Lenawee Historical
Museum in Adrian, Michigan. Following legislation for the incorporation of stock
companies owned by Michigan’s mineral concerns, Articles of Association Records
revealed who owned stock in the local cheese factories, who owned each factory, how
much of the stock went to capitalize the factory and when and where annual meetings
were held. Lists of stockholder names, located on township maps, corroborate cheese
factory locations.!! Information provided on township maps and in the Articles of
Association Records helped build the documentation for the Dover Center Cheese
Factory owned by Martin Stockwell of Dover Township, Lenawee County.

A second, better-known and well-documented Lenawee County cheese factory
was that owned by Jacob Baker of Raisin Center, Raisin Township. Baker began the
commercial production of cheese at the Raisin Union Cheese Factory (RUCF) around
1874. Housed in the Lenawee Historical Museum are the business correspondence and
personal letters describing both the daily operation of the RUCF and Baker’s growing

interest in becoming a Quaker elder. Baker’s wish to become an elder may have

" Records of Religious Societies and Etc., Number One, Lenawee County, Michigan. Collection of
the Lenawee Historical Society and Museum, Adrian, MI. Other volumes in this series are located in the
Archives of Michigan, Lansing, MI. Volume One begins in 1854 and continues through the 1920s.
Combined Atlases of Lenawee County (Mt. Vernon, IN: Windmill Publications, Inc., 1997).

13
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occasionally distracted him from his tasks at the RUCF. His abilities as a cheese maker
are somewhat difficult to discern from the primary sources related to the RUCF.

Customer requests for RUCF cheese came from all over southeast Michigan, as
well as various locations in Ohio and Indiana, and New York City. Both successful and
unsuccessful interactions with his various clients are revealed within Baker’s RUCF
correspondence. County and regional maps connecting RUCF correspondence indentified
railroad transportation networks, verifying the distance between Baker’s cheese markets,
their locations, and volume of sales in any given market.'?

Descriptions of other cheese factories located in Lenawee County during the early
phase of commercialization may be taken from the 1905 Dairy and Food Commission
inspector’s reports for Lenawee County. Each of the twenty-six cheese factories
identified in those reports provides a physical description of the factory, date of
construction, and period of operation. While no other detailed records of commercial
cheese factory operations have surfaced in Lenawee County beyond those of the RUCF,
the information from the 1905 Dairy and Food Commission inspector’s reports proved
invaluable to identifying cheese factories in Lenawee County old enough to be a part of
the early commercialization phase. Should other primary sources, like those of the
RUCEF, surface in the future, joining them with the 1905 Dairy and Food Commission

inspector’s reports would serve as a starting point for further research.'?

12 Personal Papers of Jacob Baker, Secretary of the Raisin Union Cheese Factory, Raisin
Township, Lenawee County, Michigan. Collection of the Lenawee Historical Society and Museum, Adrian,
ML. Series dates from 1870 to 1885. Records of the Raisin Union Cheese Factory, Raisin Township,
Lenawee County, Michigan. Collection of the Lenawee Historical Society and Museum, Adrian, MI. Series
dates from 1870 to 1885.

13 1905 State of Michigan Cheese Inspector Report, Dairy and Food Commission. Three ledgers of
printed and handwritten forms related to the work of the Dairy and Food Commission. RG-2002-81, Box 2,
Inspections of Cheese Factories, 1905-1907, Archives of Michigan, Lansing, MI (Michigan Legislature—
Transfer from Library of Michigan to Archives of Michigan in 2002).

14
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Once the local commercial cheese factories were established in Lenawee County,
the daily task of making cheese began in earnest. Chapter three of this dissertation will
examine how the local commercial cheese factory made cheese and what type of cheese
was being made. Southeast Michigan cheese makers produced a very unique product
known only as “Soft Michigan” cheese. What this cheese looked or tasted like is no
longer known; however, the process of cheese making is basic to all types of cheese.
Milk—zgoat, cow, sheep—is cooked to a certain temperature, a rennet is added to separate
the curds from the whey, and the curds are pressed into a cheese, which is allowed to age
for a certain number of months or years.

The process for producing cheese commercially is outlined in great detail in
Steven K. Hamp’s unpublished master’s thesis, “From Farm to Factory: The
Development of Equipment and Process in the American System of Cheese
Manufacture” (1978). His thesis focuses primarily on nineteenth century factory cheese
production in the state of New York, which is contemporary with cheese factory
production in Michigan. He describes in detail the process of making cheese and the
variety of tools and equipment necessary for the process. Information provided by
Hamp’s thesis was compared to process descriptions found in the 1905 Dairy and Food
Commission inspector’s reports; to contemporary photographs and museum exhibits; and
to small, modern, locally operated cheese factories in Ohio and Canada, all confirming

the process of producing factory-made cheese at the turn of the twentieth century.'*

1 Steven K. Hamp, “From Farm to Factory: The Development of Equipment and Process in the
American System of Cheese Manufacture.” Master’s thesis, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, 1978.
1905 State of Michigan Cheese Inspector Report, Dairy and Food Commission. Three ledgers of printed
and handwritten forms related to the work of the Dairy and Food Commission. RG-2002-81, Box 2,
Inspections of Cheese Factories, 1905-1907, Archives of Michigan, Lansing, MI (Michigan Legislature—
Transfer from Library of Michigan to Archives of Michigan in 2002).
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The 1905 Dairy and Food Commission inspector’s reports revealed for the first
time the “recipe” for making the particular type of cheese made in Lenawee County at the
turn of the twentieth century, “Soft Michigan” cheese. The author tried on several
occasions to have various cheese factories, both re-created and modern, reproduce the
recipe; only one attempt by a living history farm near Chicago proved successful. Time
and distance from the author’s home deterred the personal examination of this cheese.

Fortunately for historians, government must make an annual public accounting of
itself by law. At the turn of the twentieth century, almost every branch or department of
Michigan’s government made comment on some aspect of the state’s agriculture.
Chapter five of this dissertation will explore the role of Michigan’s governmental
agencies in the commercialization of cheese under the factory system. These annual
government reports are collected in the Library of Michigan at Lansing. A boon to the
historian, they report on everything from the opening prayer of the annual meeting of the
Michigan Dairymen’s Association, to labor statistics and factory inspections, to those
individuals and companies fined for the adulteration of food products, and to the almost
annually instituted dairy laws.

Examining these government documents, both with and against each other, allows
for the most concise accounting of how Michigan’s legislative and executive branches
viewed the state’s dairy industry. Coupled with other government documents such as

public letters and departmental memos held by the Archives of Michigan, the formation

16
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of the state’s Dairy and Food Commission may be readily seen. However, a caution to
researchers is the bias contained in these printed government documents. '’

In 2005, Michigan State University celebrated is sesquicentennial. In
commemoration of that event, historian Keith R. Widder published the first of three co-
authored texts on the history of the university. Widder’s Michigan Agricultural College:
The Evolution of a Land Grant Philosophy, 1855-1925 (2005) proved insightful for this
dissertation. Widder laid out the establishment of Michigan’s agricultural college as a
land grant institution and in later chapters discussed the growth of the college’s short
course and dairy programs. '°

Coupled with Widder’s text is a history of the college in its sixtieth year authored
by botany professor William J. Beal, History of the Michigan Agricultural College and
Biographical Sketches of Trustees and Professors (1915). Beal’s illustrated biographical
sketches of the college’s trustees, professors, and staff provide great insight into how
many of the college’s departments were created, who spearheaded major projects, as well
as the inner workings of the college.'’

The fifth chapter of this dissertation will examine the role Michigan Agricultural

College played in the development of the state’s dairy industry. Vital to the exploration

'5 Annual Report of the Auditor General of the State of Michigan, 1893-1895, Public Acts and
Joint and Concurrent Resolutions of the State of Michigan, 1893-1905, Annual Report of the Bureau of
Labor and Industrial Statistics, 1904-1906, Annual Report of the State of Michigan Civil Service
Commission, 1938, State of Michigan, Dairy and Food Commission, Bulletins No. 1-25, Annual Report of
Dairy and Food Commissioner, 1894-1904, Michigan Department of Public Health, 1906, Annual Report
of the Secretary of State related to Farms and Farm Products, 1891-1901, Annual Report Michigan State
Board of Health, 1904, Annual Report of the State Board of Agriculture, 1866-1921, Inaugural Speeches
Michigan Governors, Annual Reports of Michigan Dairymen’s Association, 1896-1906.

18 Keith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005).

17 William James Beal, History of the Michigan Agricultural College and Biographical Sketches of

Trustees and Professors (East Lansing, MI: The Agricultural College, 1915).

17
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of MAC’s role are the annual reports of the secretary of the SBA and the college’s course
catalogues, copies of which are found in the Library of Michigan. The college’s course
catalogues provide lists of dairy short-course graduates. These lists of graduates, when
compared to the 1905 Dairy and Food Commission’s inspector reports, establish the
educational background of Lenawee County’s cheese makers at the turn of the twentieth
century. Once the educational background of the various cheese makers was known, the
information was then applied to the Farm Journal Illustrated Rural Directory of Lenawee
County, Michigan, 1916-1921 (1921) to determine how the dairy short-course graduates
used their training over the span of their cheese-making careers.'®

By 1925, only two commercial cheese factories were still producing cheese in
Lenawee County. What had once been a thriving business for producers and consumers
was nearly gone. The final chapter of this dissertation will explore the decline of cheese
production in southeast Michigan, in particular in Lenawee County. As in chapter five,
MAC’s course catalogues will be examined and compared to SBA annual reports and
those of other governmental departments, including those of the Dairy and Food
Commissioner.

Several major contributors to the commercial manufacture of cheese in southeast
Michigan will be discussed in this concluding chapter. Among them is the role of one of

Michigan’s young Progressive Republican governors, Fred M. Warner, who served three

'8 Farm Journal Illustrated Rural Directory of Lenawee County, Michigan, 1916-1921,
(Philadelphia, PA: Wilmer Atkinson Co., 1921). Catalogue, Officers and Students of the Michigan State
Agricultural College, 1865-1925. Annual Report of the State Board of Agriculture, 1865-1925.

18
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terms near the beginning of the twentieth century. As a commercial cheese manufacturer,
Warner took the side of Michigan’s dairymen whenever he could. Little has been written
about Warner’s political career or his involvement in commercial cheese production. Jean
M. Fox, a resident of Farmington, Michigan, Warner’s hometown, chronicled the
governor’s career in her 1988 book, “I Went to the People...” Fred M. Warner,
Progressive Governor.

In 1922, the patriarch of the second generation of the Horton family to
manufacture cheese in Lenawee County died. George Byron Horton lived a life firmly
connected to his agricultural roots. Owning 1,500 acres of land, some of it still virgin
forest, and nine cheese factories in Seneca and Fairfield Townships, Horton had become
a leader in the dairy industry, the Michigan Grange, the Republican Party, and the state’s
and county’s agricultural societies.

Horton educated his two sons at MAC and situated them well for whatever career
in life they would choose. Both sons, Norman and Samuel, tried following in their
father’s footsteps, but neither man had an interest in farming. A politician, Norman was
elected to the Nineteenth District Senate seat in 1921, serving Lenawee County residents
until 1932, while Samuel, a businessman, lived most of his life outside of Michigan,
supporting various family business ventures. Carolyn Holden’s scrapbooks related to the
Horton family were invaluable to this dissertation. Over a fifteen-year period, Holden

collected newspaper clips, family papers, photographs, and genealogies, as various
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members of the Horton family came to visit what was left of their grandfather George
Byron Horton’s farm.'

While this is by no means an exhaustive list, the following texts proved to be of
great benefit to this dissertation. Most of these texts were written in the last fifteen years,
when the scholarship related to agricultural themes was expanding to include a greater
focus on women, politics, the Midwest, and the role of agricultural education. This
dissertation comes as historians and agriculturalists alike are exploring the role of food in
shaping and reshaping American culture.

The impetus for this dissertation came from Joan M. Jensen’s Loosening the
Bonds, Mid-Atlantic Farm Women, 1750-1850 (1986).%° Jensen explores the role of
Pennsylvania farm women and their use of butter production to gain economic and social

independence at the turn of the nineteenth century.

' Edward D. Rich, Michigan Department of Health: A Typhoid Fever Epidemic Traced to Cheese
(Lansing, MI: Michigan Department of Health, 1925). Jean M. Fox, “I Went to the People...” Fred M.
Warner, Progressive Governor (Farmington Hills, MI: Farmington Hills Historical Commission, 1988).
Catalogue, Officers and Students of the Michigan State Agricultural College, 1896-1925. Annual Report of
the State Board of Agriculture, 1865-1925.Annual Report of the Michigan Dairymen’s Association, 1896-
1906. Personal Papers of George Byron Horton, Fairfield Township, Lenawee County, Michigan.
Collection of the Bentley Library and Historical Collections, University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI. 1900-
1920. Scrapbook complied by Haviland Family. Consists of newspaper clippings related to the social and
economic interests of Fairfield, Dover, Madison and Seneca Townships, 1900-1905. Scrapbook history of
the George Byron Horton Family complied by Carolyn Holden. Consists of photographs, wills, essays,
deeds, and newspaper clippings on three generations of the Horton family. Letter to the Honorable John T.
Rich, Governor of Michigan from E. A. Stowe, The Michigan Tradesman, June 24, 1893. RG 44, B55, F1
and F2. Appointments, State Offices, Boards and Commissions, Dairy and Food Commissioners. Archives
of Michigan, Lansing, Michigan. Letter to the Honorable John T. Rich, Governor of Michigan, from Robert
Clark Kedzie, May 29, 1895. RG 44, BSS, F1 and F2. Appointments, State Offices, Boards and
Commissions, Dairy and Food Commissioners. Archives of Michigan, Lansing, Michigan. Letter to the
Honorable John T. Rich, Governor of Michigan, from George W. Jenks, June 3, 1895. RG 44, B5S, F1 and
F2. Appointments, State Offices, Boards and Commissions, Dairy and Food Commissioners. Archives of
Michigan, Lansing, Michigan. Letter to T. F. Marston, Bay City, Michigan, from Gilman M. Dame, March
1, 1911. Correspondence, State Officers, Dairy and Food Department, 1911-1912 RG-45, B4-F8, Archives
of Michigan, Lansing, Michigan. Michigan Dairy Farmer, “Resolutions Adopted at the 27th Annual
Meeting of the Michigan Dairymen’s Association” (March 1911). RG-45, B4, F8, Correspondence, State
Officers, Dairy and Food Department, 1911-1912. Archives of Michigan, Lansing, Michigan.

2 Joan M. Jensen, Loosening the Bonds, Mid-Atlantic Farm Women, 1750-1850 (New Haven, CT:
Yale University Press, 1986).
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Continuing Jensen’s thread to the turn of the twentieth century in relationship to
Michigan had been the original intent of this dissertation, but primary sources for women
in dairy production for this time period were difficult to obtain to the depth that would be
needed. Jensen’s work serves two purposes for this dissertation: one, in the continuation
of farm women in dairy production throughout the nineteenth century, and two, in the
possibility that some of Jensen’s Pennsylvania farm women were part of the great
migration to Michigan after the opening of New York’s Erie Canal in 1825.

Had more documentation been available on Michigan’s nineteenth century dairy
women, a continuation of Jensen’s themes was the intent of this author. With the lack of
such documentation, however, the purpose of this dissertation shifted to an exploration of
the processes by which cheese production evolved from a craft associated with women to
its commercialization at the turn of twentieth century as an industry dominated by men.

While the production of cheese by the factory system brought change to the home
dairy industry at the turn of the twentieth century, farm production as a whole was
changing as well. Mary Neth’s Preserving the Family Farm: Women, Community and the
Foundations of Agribusiness in the Midwest, 1900-1940 (1995)*' looks at the role of farm
women in the creation of the agricultural economy of the early decades of the twentieth
century. She examines the “separate spheres” of farming men and farming women, and
how both worked separately, but in tandem, to maintain a farm economically in a local
setting. Until the advent of the factory system for cheese production, the subjects of this

dissertation were working within what Neth has documented as their defined roles.

! Mary Neth, Preserving the Family Farm: Women, Community and the Foundations of
Agribusiness in the Midwest, 1900-1940 (Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995).
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Lucina Perkins Horton first marketed her cheese for “butter and egg” money.
Once her business proved successful and was supportable by the early stages of the
factory system, Horton taught male factory workers to make cheese rather than make it
herself. As the factory system advanced, Horton left dairy production to pursue other
aspects of her farm’s operation and to raise her three children. Her daughter-in-law,
Amanda Bradish, never made cheese in the factory system, but benefited from its
production economically, as did her daughters who would later leave farming altogether.

Michigan’s post—Civil War politics was dominated by members of the Republican
Party at all levels of government. Martin J. Hershock’s The Paradox of Progress,
Economic Change, Individual Enterprise, and Political Culture in Michigan, 1837-1878
(2003)? lays out the establishment of Michigan’s Republican Party as the state moved
through the antebellum period. Understanding how Michigan became a predominately
Republican state deepened the contextual thought of this dissertation in relationship to its
subjects and their motives in support of the cheese factory system mentioned here.

As the nineteenth century drew to a close, the party of Lincoln became more
progressive in its views. Legislative reforms ranged from immigration, to woman’s
suffrage, and to the poor. Understanding Progressives and Progressivisms is one of the
more challenging aspects of researching American history. Michael McGerr’s A Fierce
Discontent, the Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920
(2005)> served as the basis of this author’s understanding of this particular era in

American history. Turn of the twentieth century Progressivism impacted so many levels

2 Martin J. Hershock, The Paradox of Progress, Economic Change, Individual Enterprise, and
Political Culture in Michigan, 1837-1878 (Athens, OH: Oxford University Press, 2003).

2 Michael McGerr, A Fierce Discontent, the Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in
America, 1870-1920. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2005).
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of society on so many issues that were so often intertwined with each other that it is hard
to keep players and issues sorted.

Maureen A. Flanagan’s America Reformed, Progressives and Progressivisms,
1890s-1920s (2007)24 is the most concise text to date to focus on the Age of Reform.
Flanagan’s text helped narrow this dissertation to the discussion of public health and food
safety, a major issue for many reformers at the turn of the twentieth century, as evidenced
by the passage of the Pure Food Act of 1906. The role of Michigan’s government in
relationship to the state’s food supply throughout this period is deeply influenced by the
factory system of cheese production.

Beginning in 1855, Michigan’s agriculturalists worked to establish a college for
the advancement of agricultural education. The study of agriculture as a science was a
new field in the decades following the Civil War. Alan 1. Marcus’ Agricultural Science
and the Quest for Legitimacy (1985)% explores the avenues of science opened through
the nation’s land grant universities. Only mentioning Michigan’s Agricultural College in
passing, Marcus’ text deals mainly with eastern and southern colleges, although key to
his commentary is the development of the role of the analytical chemist, a position
created by MAC’s Robert Clark Kedzie. The role of the analytical chemist served, as
Kedzie defined it, to bolster the Progressive Republican platform for a safe public food

supply, especially in Michigan.

2 Maureen A. Flanagan, America Reformed, Progressives and Progressivisms, 1890s-1920s (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2007).

3 Alan 1. Marcus, Agricultural Science and the Quest for Legitimacy (Ames, IA: Iowa State
University Press, The Henry A. Wallace Series, 1985).

23



Virahe ey
z¢ estebiinhn
aTooune.

The fina
2kl of reseur
Gver Penin il
Cieon the Mi iy
& nethadole )
wed place the,
B zarly produce
®hks in <oy
SR whyt

e aprofyy ang

7

Nat
N

-1 LR.I'\ Grd‘

)
Uaga

¢ Counyy

-\gdi\lﬁn_ Fdl]’ﬁ

¢!
if,ﬁ»' : .
< their oy

;t-:rncdit_\\in U



Keith R. Widder’s Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of a Land Grant
Philosophy, 1855-1925 (2005)* recounts Kedzie's efforts for a safer public environment.
Widder also lays out, where Marcus could not, the role of MAC as an educational force
in the establishment of such public forums as the Farmer Institutes and the agricultural
short course.

The final two texts to influence the writing of this dissertation are cited here as
models of research methodologies: Kenneth E. Lewis’ West to Far Michigan, Settling the
Lower Peninsula, 1815-1860 (2002)*” and Susan E. Gray’s The Yankee West, Community
Life on the Michigan Frontier (1996).%® Both Lewis’ and Gray’s texts serve as models for
the methodology of studying northern, Midwestern, and Michigan agriculture. Lewis’
central place theory serves as a model for the commercialization of cheese production as
the early producers sought to establish production, marketing, and transportation
networks in southeast Michigan. Gray’s work looks at a sample of four Michigan
townships, which have in common that part of the “Yankee” philosophy that works to
make a profit and, when that profit is exhausted, moves on the next economic
opportunity. Gray’s “Yankees,” however, differ from those in the four townships of
Lenawee County examined in this dissertation. The “Yankees” and “Yorkers” in Dover,
Madison, Fairfield, and Seneca Townships chose to stay and continue to expand their
wealth in their local community. This study of the commercialization of an agricultural

commodity—in this case, cheese—studied on a local and regional level can further

2 Keith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of a Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005).

1 Kenneth E. Lewis, West to Far Michigan, Settling the Lower Peninsula, 1815-1860 (East
Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2002).

2 Susan E. Gray, The Yankee West, Community Life on the Michigan Frontier (Chapel Hill, NC:
The University of North Carolina Press, 1996).
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enhance the national story of commercialization which took place all across the United

States at the turn of the twentieth century.
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PART ONE:

NINETEENTH CENTURY PRODUCTION OF

“SOFT MICHIGAN” CHEESE
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Early Enthusiasm for Michigan-made Cheese

To understand the early enthusiasm for Michigan-made cheese, one must
understand the influence of location and topography. For millions of years, southeast
Michigan was heavily impacted by glacial and lakebed migrations and recessions. The
land, mostly clay and gravel, is rolling in some areas and extremely flat and marshy in
others. A large watershed drains the region and, in the centuries to come, would create

ideal pasture conditions for raising dairy cattle.

While native peoples had occupied southeast Michigan for millennia, European
immigration and later migration would give order to the settlement of the land during the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Once surveyed into 160-acre sections,
farmers from Canada and the eastern United States poured into southeast Michigan in
search of cheap land. Most of these early settlers had firsthand knowledge of the dairy

industry, but creating a cash crop such as wheat was their first priority.

As the settlement of southeast Michigan accelerated during the early nineteenth
century, population clusters developed into market communities. People settled near
others of shared interests and beliefs. As will be seen, a large population of New Yorkers
settled in Lenawee County during the antebellum period; some of these settlers were
members of the Society of Friends, also known as Quakers. Central New York had long
been a center for the manufacture of cheese. Farm women from this region had become

expert in home cheese production, which is both a craft and a science. Central New York
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farm women brought their cheese-making skills with them when they arrived in
Michigan.

By the mid-1850s, southeast Michigan, with its well-established farms and
bustling market centers, had acquired substantial capital to invest in well-placed public
infrastructure—mainly highways and railroads. Now linked to eastern and European

markets, farmers looked beyond substance agricultural to commodities that would

produce larger profits. Dairying would prove ideal for such a venture.

Enter the Agricultural College of Michigan, located east of Lansing, the state’s
capitol. The college’s Secretary of Agriculture, Sanford Howard, would push for the
farmers of southeast Michigan to turn their attention to dairy farming, but the American
Civil War would interrupt those plans. Ninety thousand men from Michigan would serve
in that war, many of them born or raised in Lenawee County; among them was Robert
Clark Kedzie. Trained as a doctor at the University of Michigan, Kedzie chaired the
chemistry department of the Agricultural College of Michigan until 1902. During his
tenure, Kedzie—along with others—would champion the cheese industry in southeast

Michigan.

During Michigan’s early settlement phase, the majority of southeast Michigan
residents, as yeoman farmers, supported Jeffersonian Democratic values, returning
Democrats to the governor’s office in every election but two from 1835 to 1854. With
war clouds thundering in the distance and firsthand knowledge of the evils of slavery
through participation in the Underground Railroad movement, the region’s voters began a

shift toward more Republican ideals.
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This shift in political thought gained momentum through the region’s
predominately Quaker, Free Will Baptist, and Methodist populations, who were white
and of northern European stock, filtered through the politics of their service to the
American Revolution and life in the eastern United States.”® Leaders in southeast
Michigan looked to form a new political party, doing so “Under the Oaks” at Jackson,
Michigan in 1854. Bolstered by Civil War veterans, the National Grange of the Order of
Patrons of Husbandry (“the Grange”), the aforementioned religious groups, civic leaders,
and businessmen, Michigan’s new Republican Party took control of state government,
returning its candidates to the governor’s office all but three times between 1854 and
1932.3° As it will be seen in other chapters, Michigan’s Republican governors would

place their mark on the production of cheese in southeast Michigan.

Lenawee County

Lenawee County, Michigan Territory was “set off” and named by Territorial

Governor Lewis Cass in 1822.>' Land within this area originally belonged to bands of

% paul Kleppner, The Third Electoral System, 1853-1892, Parties, Voters, and Political Cultures
(Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press), pp. 173-178, 186-192.

3 Oliver Kelly, a native of Minnesota, founded the National Grange of the Order of Patrons of
Husbandry in 1867 to support the interests of local farmers, giving them a voice in national politics. Today,
the Grange boasts over 300,000 members in thirty-seven states. Nineteenth century Grange concerns
included good roads, rural education, conservation of the natural environment, rural free mail delivery, fair
markets, cooperatives, and pure food.

3! Richard W. Welch, County Evolution in Michigan, 1790-1897 (Lansing, MI: Michigan
Department of Education, State Library Services, Occasional Paper No.2), p. 2. The first step was the
“setting off” of a certain area of land, usually sixteen congressional townships. This county was then given
a name and “attached” to another county for judicial and/or taxation purposes, usually to the parent county
(in this case, Monroe). The “set off” county had no official existence other than the fact that it had a name,
was often shown on state maps, and contained a certain area of land, which could not be incorporated into
another county without a special act of the state legislature. At first, Lenawee County extended from
Monroe County (1817) on the east, along the disputed border with Ohio (1803) on the south, to the shores
of Lake Michigan on the west, completing its northern boundary with Washtenaw County (1826) and later
Jackson County (1832). Lenawee County’s final western border was established with Hillsdale County in
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Ottawa and Pottawatomie Indians that were partially removed by the Treaty of Chicago
(1821).%2

The completion of the Erie Canal through the state of New York in 1825
encouraged settlers by the thousands, from communities along the canal (“Yorkers”) to
the residents of New England’s older and longer established cities and towns (“Yankees™)
to make Michigan their new home. New York Governor DeWitt Clinton supported the
canal as a way to connect Buffalo, a burgeoning port on Lake Erie—with its adjacent
western agricultural communities—to the largely metropolitan area of the state’s capital
at Albany on the Hudson River in the east. The canal, in tandem with relatively cheap
government land in the Michigan Territory—$1.25 an acre or $80 for one hundred
acres—helped to settle Lenawee County in little more than a decade.

During the antebellum period, most of the land in the lower three tiers of
Michigan’s counties was settled. Landowners in this region had many things in common.
Most were either “Yankees” or “Yorkers,” young, ambitious heads of households with
years of farming experience behind them. The new arrivals were politically savvy and
interested in promoting public education, with not a little religious zeal thrown in for
good measure. Similar among these young men are their migration stories: most were

born in the east, traveled with their families to central New York, where they reached

1836. Currently, Lenawee County consists of 761 square miles. Michigan had thirty-eight counties by
statehood (1837). Most of these were formed from counties organized before 1820. Those counties
included: Wayne (1815), Monroe (1817), Macomb and Mackinaw (1818), and Oakland (1819). The 2000
United States Census reported Lenawee County had 750 square miles of land and eleven square miles of
water.

32 In the Treaty of Chicago, negotiated by Territorial Governor Lewis Cass and Solomon Sibley,
the government, in return for the cession of most of the southwest corner of Michigan, agreed to pay the
Ottawa Indians an annuity of $1,000 in cash and $1,500 annually in support of a blacksmith, a teacher, and
an agricultural instructor, as well as for cattle and utensils. The government also paid the Pottawatomie a
$5,000 annuity for twenty years, and $1,000 for fifteen years for a blacksmith and teacher. Willis F. Dunbar
and George S. May, Michigan, A History of the Wolverine State (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdman’s
Publishing Company), p. 178.
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their majority, then arrived in Michigan in their mid-twenties and early thirties to take up
government land for farming, eventually returning east for a sweetheart or marrying the
girl next door, who shared a similar migration experience. Often that woman knew how
to make cheese. Home production of cheese in southeast Michigan began with the arrival
of these early settlers.

Arriving settlers to Lenawee County found some of the richest land available in
the region. Raked by glaciers and flattened by prehistoric lakes, southeast Michigan was
covered with hardwood forests, “oak openings,” and a deep, rich soil that was mostly
black, sandy loam and marl (clay). The best land, however, was located under a massive
swamp that stretched along Michigan’s new border with Ohio.*®> The swamp, best
passable only in winter, hindered settlement in the region for many decades. Even in
Lenawee County, the southern portions of Fairfield, Ogden, and Riga townships would
remain unlivable until the swamps were drained later in the nineteenth century.

Peculiar to Lenawee County, remnants of both glacial advance and prehistoric
lakebed recession were evident in the landscape. Where the two topographies met, a ridge
on the land (still evident today) appeared. Running at a diagonal through Lenawee
County and extending into Washtenaw County to the north and toward the Maumee
River in Ohio to the south, the ridge divides a hilly and gravely soil to the north and west
from a flat sand and clay mix to the south and east. Early settlers looked for such features
in the landscape to determine the land they would buy. Suitable for pastureland, wheat,
and corn, Lenawee County’s early settlers situated their farms along either side of this

ridge.

33 The border dispute with Ohio was settled to allow Michigan statehood in January 1837. By then,
most land in Lenawee County was settled by farmers and businessmen or was held by speculators still
hoping to make a quick profit.
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Topography and a source of good waterpower created ideal conditions for crop
and dairy farming and gave order to the settlement of Lenawee County. Good
waterpower came from a 1,072 square mile watershed that encompassed several
southeastern Michigan and north-central Ohio counties. Named by the French La Riviere
des Raisins—for the wild grapes that grew along its banks—the principal river, the
Raisin, meanders from its “headwaters region” in Hillsdale County, makes two wide,
sweeping curves through Washtenaw and Lenawee Counties, and straightens for its
downhill decent through Monroe County to its mouth in LaPlaisance Bay on western
Lake Erie.** The river and its larger tributaries are a mass of tangles, tight oxbows, and
shallow currents.®® Early settlers dammed sections of the River Raisin in Lenawee
County for mill power, making even small boat navigation impossible.

Before farming beyond subsistence could begin, central market centers with
connecting transportation routes would need to be established. In Lenawee County those
early market centers were “Kedzie’s Grove” (1823), Blissfield (1824), Tecumseh (1824),
Adrian (1826), Hudson (1833), and Morenci (1835). At first joined by the River Raisin,
then by the Great Sauk Trail, the LaPlaisance Bay Pike, and finally the Erie and
Kalamazoo Railroad (chartered in 1833) Lenawee County farmers found ready markets
in Detroit and, with aid of the Erie Canal, eastern and European markets. Corn, wheat,

and later wool were the first surpluses shipped from Lenawee County during the early

3 The “Head Waters” Region of Hillsdale County is the source of the following river watershed
systems: Grand, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, and River Raisin in Michigan, and Tiffin/Maumee in Ohio.
Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-1860.” Ph.D.
dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, pp. 16-17.

3% The River Raisin watershed consists of the following lakes, branches, creeks, and streams:
Wampler’s Lake, Evans Creek, Wolf Creek, South Branch of the River Raisin, Bear Creek, Nile Creek,
Macon River, and Saline River. Running south into the Maumee River in Ohio is the Tiffin River or Bean
Creek. Lime Creek joins the Tiffin River near the Ohio border.
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settlement period. The more capital- and labor-intensive dairy farming would not begin to
impact larger local and eastern markets until the mid-nineteenth century.

The following communities were selected not only because of their early market
center status in Lenawee County, but for their impact on mid-nineteenth and early
twentieth century cheese production. From these early market centers and outlying
communities would come the individuals that would shape the cheese industry in

Lenawee County and Michigan for the next fifty years.

“Kedzie’s Grove”

The permanent settlement of Lenawee County began in the spring of 1823 with
William Kedzie, a resident of Delaware County in the Catskills region of New York.
Kedzie was a farmer and friend of Robert Clark, then Register at the Monroe Land Office
south of Detroit.*® Conditions the previous year in Kedzie’s New York farming
community were dismal at best. Crops and weather were noticeably worse than usual and
produce prices had fallen to record lows—two-year-old steers sold for $7, rye for $.375
per bushel (and that in goods), and cheese at but $.05 per pound.®’

After corresponding with Clark through most of the winter of 1822, Kedzie
arrived in Lenawee County in the spring of 1823, leading a group of eight men who, like
himself, were suffering from “Michigan fever.” Clark’s correspondence had directed the
men to an area known as the “Big Bend” in the River Raisin. Thirty miles upstream from

Monroe, Kedzie’s party found dense hardwood forest, clear marshes, and land that was

36 Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 124.

37 Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 121-122.
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low and level some eight miles south of the ridge and a comfortable remove from the
Black Swamp some miles to the south. Upon making his land purchase—224 acres of
river frontage—Kedzie returned to New York to settle his affairs and move his family to
Michigan.*® Upon his return, Kedzie began to clear his acreage to farm. The surrounding
area became known as “Kedzie’s Grove” (now Deerfield Township, Lenawee County).
From this point, a counter-clockwise settlement pattern developed throughout Lenawee

County.

Blissfield

Fast on the heels of the Kedzie settlement, other communities sprang up along the
banks of the River Raisin. Within months of Kedzie’s land purchase, Hervey Bliss, of
Massachusetts, purchased seventy acres of land north of Kedzie on the River Raisin.
Over the next decade, a small community, later known as Blissfield (1824), would grow.
In his history of the early settlement patterns of Lenawee County, Raymond Puffer
described “Kedzie Grove” and Blissfield as farming communities that grew leisurely and
sporadically along the banks of the River Raisin. Neither Bliss nor Kedzie, Puffer noted,
became prominent nor even wealthy as a result of their pioneering activities, except for
the natural respect which settlers were apt to tender to one of their number. Rather, each
village took form as the number of incoming emigrants coalesced about the dwellings,
which were already there, not for protectidn from Indian attacks or for attractions such as

a mill or post office so much as the psychological need to locate themselves close to a

38 Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 124.
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friendly neighbor in a difficult area.’® The farmers at both “Kedzie’s Grove” and

Blissfield worked to plant corn and wheat on their newly cleared land.

Tecumseh

Lenawee County’s north-central townships were the next to be settled, again
along the banks of the River Raisin, but this time by the Religious Society of Friends, or
Quakers.* The first of these settlements was Tecumseh (1824). Unlike “Kedzie’s Grove”
and Blissfield, Tecumseh was a “planned community.”*'

Austin Wing, Musgrove Evans, and Joseph Brown were three men of business
with common family ties, Quaker religious beliefs, and political ambitions. Related by
marriage, Evans and Brown were brothers-in-law, Wing a distant relation. All three were
trained as surveyors, with Wing making a career in politics and Brown making a career in

the military. Wing was the moneyed partner with ties to Michigan’s territorial

% Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 127. According to Puffer,
Hervey Bliss was the archetype of Michigan’s pioneer settlers. Bliss, originally from Massachusetts, had
experimented with several small western farms before purchasing land in Blissfield in 1824. Moving first
to Ohio in 1814, he arrived with his brother at Monroe two years later and began to eye the upper reaches
of the River Raisin there. He first located himself thirteen miles upstream in 1817, choosing a convenient
site on the confluence of the Macon River. This, however, was squarely on the Macon Preserve, the Native
American lands that had been set aside by the Treaty of Detroit, and Bliss was consequently forced to
move. He appears to have lived irregularly at various locations for the next few years—the closest thing to
squatting that the region was ever to see, p. 126.

“* The Religious Society of Friends or Quakers were seventeenth century nonconformists who
broke with established Puritan religious beliefs both in England and its colonies. Founded by William Penn
through Royal Charter in 1681 and later supported by Benjamin Franklin, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania became a Quaker haven during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Agriculturalists,
Quakers spread into New York and Canada by the early nineteenth century with many of the early settlers
to Michigan and Lenawee County espousing their religious and political beliefs. Chief among those beliefs
was the abolishment of slavery fostered by Franklin during the American Revolution.

4! Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 135.
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government and Lewis Cass. Joining forces during the summer of 1823, the three were
experienced in establishing Quaker settlements in New York.

Using his political connections to the territorial government, Wing made inquiries
at Monroe as to the best land in the region. Evans then set out to explore a location for
their proposed settlement. Instead of following the River Raisin up from Monroe as
others had, Evans started from Detroit and traveled west down the Great Sauk Trail until
it crossed the River Raisin.** Here, Evans reported, was a great plateau that rose sharply
from the riverbed and was unexpectedly nearly devoid of trees. While Wing raised funds
to purchase four hundred acres for the new town, Evans returned to New York to meet
with Brown, who was in the process of recruiting prospective families.*

During the antebellum period, Tecumseh’s population grew to nearly 2,500. The
community supported five churches of various denominations, a union school, fraternal
and Masonic orders, two newspapers, three flour mills, two iron foundries, two tanneries,
two hotels, and several small general stores. Farms surrounding Tecumseh were
connected to the outside world by railroad, stagecoach, and plank road.** Wing, Evans,
and Brown designed Tecumseh to be the political center of Lenawee County, establishing

it as the county seat by act of the Michigan legislature in 1824.*°

42 Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 141. The Great Sauk Trail
was a pathway of prehistoric origins which then traversed the Lower Peninsula from the Detroit Strait
around the southern shore of Lake Michigan to the location that would become Chicago. This well-worn
path would later become a military road and then a state and federal highway, known today as US-12.

“ Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 142.

“ Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1867-68 (Detroit: Chapin & Brother, The
Detroit Post Company, Printers), description of Tecumseh.

4 Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 155. This proved to be no
obstacle. Evans was already surveying lots and streets on the company’s land, and he set aside ample
spaces for a school, a cemetery, government buildings, and a militia parade ground. Official Plat, Village of
Tecumseh, 1824, Record of Deeds, Monroe County, Vol. F, pp. 266-267.
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“Pleasant Valley”

Within a year of the founding of Tecumseh, a twenty-three-year-old Quaker
named Addison Comstock arrived in Detroit to investigate land prospects. Comstock and
his father Darius were residents of Macedon, Wayne County, New York, and temporarily
residing in Lockport, New York. At Lockport, the Erie Canal—nearing completion in
1825—passed through the limestone sill of the Niagara escarpment. A practical engineer,
Darius Comstock was responsible for making the cut at Lockport—a blasting process
taking nearly four years to complete. With the canal work drawing to a close and money
in his pocket, the younger Comstock headed for the Michigan Territory.*®

Addison Comstock returned to Michigan with Darius in the fall of 1825. Scouting
the area for himself, the elder Comstock purchased four hundred acres of land in what is
now Raisin Township, with an additional eighty acres in the next township west (Adrian
Township) for investment purposes. Darius Comstock named his purchase “Pleasant
Valley.” Here the elder Comstock would settle with other Quaker families, continually
adding to his holdings until his death in 1845.%

With even greater ambitions than his father and noting the success of Wing,
Evans, and Brown in Tecumseh, Addison Comstock looked for land in the townships
west of Pleasant Valley. There, he found a plateau of land, similar to that found near

Tecumseh, at the confluence of Wolf Creek and the South Branch of the River Raisin.

4 Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 170. The Comstocks were
shrewd investors as well as practical engineers; both father and son became wealthy as a result of their
work. Darius Comstock came to Michigan looking for a retirement farm and Addison Comstock for
investment possibilities. The Comstock farm in Macedon adjoined that of Joseph Smith, founder of
Mormonism.

4 Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 171.
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After purchasing 480 acres, he returned to Lockport for his bride, Sarah Dean. In 1828,
Comstock subdivided the plateau into forty-nine village lots, and Sarah Comstock named
the tiny community “Adrian” after the famous Roman emperor and wall builder,
Hadrian.*®

Over the next forty years, Adrian became the third largest market center in
Michigan with a population approaching ten thousand by mid-century. Roads, stagecoach
lines, and railroads—the Erie & Kalamazoo (1833), the Michigan Southern and Northern
Indiana (1855), and Detroit and Jackson Railroads (1860), later part of the Michigan
Central-—connected Adrian with the outside world. Snatching the county seat from
Tecumseh in 1838, Adrian would become a large wholesale market center for cheese

during the post-Civil War period.*

“Valley of the Bean”

Devil’s Lake, covering several sections of both Rollin and Woodstock Townships
in northwestern Lenawee County, is the source of Bean Creek. Flowing southeast toward
Ohio, the seventy-five-mile Bean Creek follows the Hillsdale and Lenawee County
borders, bisecting the glacial ridge in Medina Township. Just before leaving Lenawee

County, Bean Creek becomes the Tiffin River as it continues south to join the Maumee

# Raymond LaBounty Puffer, “The Michigan Agricultural Frontier: Southeastern Region, 1820-
1860.” PhD dissertation, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1976, p. 176.

. “In 1872, Rufus Baker and his son Edwin L. Baker opened a wholesale cheese store, known as
Rufus Baker and Son. The Bakers took on Lafayette Ladd as a partner in 1874, changing the firm’s name to
Rufus Baker and Company. Edwin left the business in 1878, dissolving the firm. W. A. Whitney and R. L.
Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County, Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co.,
1879), p. 154. Edwin joined in partnership with J. R. Clark, Henry C. Shattuck, and Lafayette Ladd to form
a new cheese and pork packing company known as Clark, Baker and Company in 1878. History and
Biographical Record of Lenawee County, Michigan (1879), p. 476.
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River in Ohio. Although smaller than the River Raisin watershed, Bean Creek had the
potential for waterpower that early settlers to its valley were hoping to find.

Those first arriving in the Bean Creek valley made its entrance by exploring the
creek’s source at Devil’s Lake. Addison Comstock purchased land southwest of Devil’s
Lake in 1832, but did not establish a permanent settlement there until 1851.° Others
entered the valley from the southern edge, buying land in Medina Township as early as
1812

In 1833, Hiram Kidder of Yates County, New York purchased land south of
Comstock on Bean Creek. First naming the town after the creek, Kidder later changed the
name to reflect the appointment of the principal landowner in the area, Beriah Lane, as
postmaster. Bean Creek became Lanesville in 1840. This name did not last, however, and
Lanesville became Hudson a few months later. Hudson Township and later the town of
Hudson were named for Dr. Daniel Hudson of Geneva, New York, another early settler
to the valley.

Hudson soon became the largest settlement on Bean Creek when the Lake Shore
& Michigan Southern Railroad placed a station there. Hudson became a village in 1853.%

At the end of the Civil War, Hudson boasted two thousand inhabitants, five churches, two

50 yames J. Hogaboam, The Bean Creek Valley (Hudson, MI: James M. Scarritt, Publisher, 1876),
p- 22. Walter Romig, Michigan Place Names (Detroit, MI: Wayne State University Press, 1986), p.11. John
Talbot built a gristmill on Bean Creek near Comstock’s purchase in 1835-1836, and the settlement was
given the name Manetau. After several name changes—Peru, Brownell’s Mills, Jackson’s Mills, and
Harrison—Addison Comstock settled the matter by naming the town for himself in 1852.

5! Walter Romig, Michigan Place Names (Detroit, MI: Wayne State University Press, 1986), p.
360. Daniel Upton from Peterboro, New York purchased land in Medina Township in 1812. Native
Americans still had a village at the present site of Canandaigua in 1824. Romig, p. 96.

52 Walter Romig, Michigan Place Names (Detroit, MI: Wayne State University Press, 1986), p.
2717.
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union schools, two newspapers, two banks, and a variety of general stores including a
confectionery, ice cream and oyster saloon, and dealers in books and Yankee notions.>>

Isaac A. Colvin and his wife Elizabeth W. (Crane) Colvin of Macedon, New York
purchased business lots in the village of Hudson and later land in Pittsford Township,
Hillsdale County. Colvin became Pittsford Township supervisor in 1839.* His family
would farm and manufacture cheese along the Hillsdale and Lenawee County borders
during the decades at the turn of the twentieth century.

Further downstream from Hudson were located the settlements of Medina and
Canandaigua, populated by Yorkers who named these areas. Even at the end of the Civil
War, neither community had a population of more than three hundred persons, though
Medina Township’s population would near two thousand.’®> Working land that was
primarily low and flat, below the glacial ridge, wheat farmers in this area would move
toward the manufacturing of cheese by the century’s end.

The last Michigan settlement in the Bean Creek Valley was Morenci. Founded in
1835, Morenci remained a small settlement until the Michigan Southern Railroad
established a station there during the Civil War. Morenci was connected by stagecoach to
surrounding communities in both Ohio and Michigan. At the close of the Civil War,

Morenci had a population of close to nine hundred people, four churches, several

Masonic and fraternal societies, two hotels, a woolen factory, and a variety of general

53 Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1867-1868 (Detroit, MI: Chapin &
Brother, The Detroit Post Company, Printers).

4 James J. Hogaboam, The Bean Creek Valley (Hudson, MI: James M. Scarritt, Publisher, 1876),
pp. 97, 105-108.

55 Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1867-1868 (Detroit, MI: Chapin &
Brother, The Detroit Post Company, Printers).
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stores.’® During the first half of the twentieth century, Morenci and Hudson would lead

the county in production of condensed milk.

“Baker’s Corners”

During the winter of 1832, a large extended Quaker family from Macedon,
Wayne County, New York, the Bakers, arrived in Lenawee County. Some members of
the family settled in Raisin Township, near the larger Quaker settlement at Pleasant
Valley, while others ventured southwest into Fairfield Township, along the south side of
the glacial ridge, just above the Black Swamp on the Ohio border. The family patriarch
was Moses Baker.’” His party consisted of his wife, their three sons, David, John, and
Orrin, their wives, and numerous grandchildren. Among them were two grandsons,
Rufus, eleven years old, and Jacob, six years old. Moses, John, and Orrin are credited
with the founding of “Baker’s Corners” (now Fairfield, Fairfield Township, Lenawee
County).’ 8

Over the next thirty years, Baker’s Corners would grow large enough to support

two (non-Quaker) churches, a general store, a Masonic Lodge, a mechanic shop, various

%6 Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1867-1868 (Detroit, MI: Chapin &
Brother, The Detroit Post Company, Printers).

57 Compiled family genealogies of the Baker family from various biographies in the following
text. John I. Knapp and R. 1. Bonner, lllustrated History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: The Times Printing Co., 1903), pp. 142-145, 148-150, 188-190. Moses Baker was
originally from Massachusetts, later settling in Macedon, Wayne County, New York. Baker removed to
Michigan in 1832 after having worked to build the Erie Canal. Other Wayne County, New York residents
familiar to Moses Baker, having also made their pilgrimage to Michigan included Levi Shumway, a
brother-in-law of Baker’s son John; Addison and Darius Comstock, founders of Adrian; the Westgates,
Bowermans, and Havilands, all Quakers settling in Raisin Township.

8 W. A. Whitney and R. 1. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), p. 153. Another uncle of Baker’s, David, would later
settle in Raisin Township. John I. Knapp and R. 1. Bonner, lllustrated History and Biographical Record of
Lenawee County, Michigan (Adrian, MI: The Times Printing Company, 1903), p. 148-150. Biography of
Jacob Baker.
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types of mills, and a cheese box factory.” During this period, Baker’s Corners was
connected to the Michigan Southern Railroad by stage delivery from Adrian, Michigan
and Wauseon, Ohio.%

Rufus Baker came to Michigan, as a young boy of eleven. Though raised a
farmer, he first went to work off the family farm at nineteen, teaching school. In 1846,
still employed as a schoolteacher, Baker married Maria D. Vail. Together the couple
raised three children: Edwin L., Albert, and Angelia. Maria Vail was the daughter of a
Seneca Township farm family and had come to Michigan from New York in 1836 with
her parents. Baker bought 160 acres of land south of Baker’s Comers in Section Two of
Fairfield Township in 1855. No longer teaching school, he worked as a livestock dealer,
but with little success. Ten years later (1866), he settled down on his farm to go into the
dairy business. It was here that Baker would build his cheese factory—the first in
Michigan.®'

Beginning with eighteen cows and gradually growing the herd, Baker had enough
of a milk supply to begin the manufacture of cheese in 1866. Four years later, the 1870
United States Agricultural Census reported Baker owning forty-eight milch cows that

generated enough raw milk to produce 450 pounds of butter and 28,750 gallons of milk

%% Vera Covell, “Fairfield Township.” In her unpublished history of Fairfield Township, Covell
states that Allen N. White ran a carriage manufactory, sawmill, and gristmill in the Village of Fairfield in
the early 1860s. In 1865, both businesses burned. White rebuilt his operation to include a steam-powered
planing mill with machinery to make almost any kind of wood product. White became a coffin builder and
in 1873 began the manufacture of cheese boxes for Rufus Baker. His sons Lewis and Orlando joined him in
his business. When Allen White died suddenly in 1877, his sons reorganized the company into White
Brothers Mill. The last cheese box was delivered on November 9, 1900. The brothers operated the
undertaking business until 1938, according to Lewis A. White’s biography in the lllustrated History and
Biographical Record of Lenawee County, Michigan published in 1903. The Whites were nephews of Rufus
Baker, their mother Cynthia being Baker’s sister, p. 189.

® Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1867-1868. (Detroit: Chapin & Brother,
The Detroit Post Company, Printers).

' W. A. Whitney and R. I. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), pp. 153-154.
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for cheese production.®? The 1879 History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County
reports that, during the 1870s, cheese production on the Baker farm reached record
numbers. It was not uncommon for Baker to produce cheese worth nearly $60,000,
averaging 640 pounds of cheese per cow, with butter worth an additional $105 per cow.®*
In addition to his son, Edwin, Baker had three men and three women in his employ.(’4 The
1870 United States Agricultural Census indicates that Baker was obtaining excess milk
from both his extended family and his neighbors.

In 1872, Rufus Baker opened a wholesale cheese store, known as Rufus Baker
and Son, in Adrian, approximately six miles north of his farm. The firm took on Lafayette
Ladd as a partner in 1874, changing its name to Rufus Baker and Company. This firm

was dissolved in 1878 when Edwin Baker left the business.®

Raisin Center

David Baker chose not to settle with his father and brothers in Fairfield Township,
but instead settled to the east of the larger Quaker settlement at Pleasant Valley in Raisin
Township. Upon his arrival in 1832), Baker, his wife, and their three children identified

themselves with the Society of Friends congregation.

62 1870 United States Agricultural Census, Schedule 3—Productions of Agriculture in Fairfield
Township, in the County of Lenawee, pp. 34.

 W. A. Whitney and R. 1. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), p. 154.

® Sixth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan,
for the Year 1867 (Lansing, MI: John A. Kerr and Co., 1867), p. 140.

% W. A. Whitney and R. 1. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), p. 154. Edwin joined in partnership with J. R. Clark,
Henry C. Shattuck, and Lafayette Ladd to form a new cheese and pork packing company known as Clark,
Baker and Company in 1878. History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County, Michigan (1879), p.
476.
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Earlier that year, the Raisin Township Quakers built their first church edifice—a
log building approximately twelve by sixteen feet—on Section Twenty-Eight. The
congregation had migrated from Niagara County, New York—almost intact—with some
of their members originally coming from Canada. Members of the congregation included
the Westgate, Bowerman, and Haviland families. The newly transplanted congregation
brought their books and worshiped without any formal organization in their new home.®
In 1837, the Haviland and Smith families founded the Raisin Institute—a co-educational
and racially mixed school, the first of its kind in the state.

David Baker’s son, Jacob, was six years old when the family arrived in Michigan.
He was educated in the schools of Lenawee County, including one term at a Society of
Friends select school in Tecumseh, and one term at the Raisin Institute.®’

On May 8, 1851, Jacob Baker married Phila Colvin, daughter of Isaac A. and
Elizabeth W. (Crane) Colvin. The Colvin family had also come from Macedon, New
York. Phila and Jacob Baker had three children: Clara E., Florence, and George H.% As
will be seen in later chapters, Baker’s nephew, C. C. Colvin, would live near Hudson,
Michigan, owning and operating several cheese factories well into the twentieth century.

In 1862, at the age of thirty-six, Baker became an elder in the Society of Friends

Raisin Township congregation. Later, he served as a traveling missionary elder to several

% John 1. Knapp and R. 1. Bonner, Illustrated History and Biographical Record of Lenawee
County, Michigan (Adrian, MI: The Times Printing Co., 1903), pp. 148-150. History of the Quakers in
Lenawee County: Charles Haviland, Jr., and later his wife, Laura Smith Haviland, would become nationally
known members of the abolitionist movement. Laura Smith Haviland was born in Kitley Township,
Ontario, Canada in 1808.

¢7 John I. Knapp and R. 1. Bonner, Illustrated History and Biographical Record of Lenawee
County, Michigan (Adrian, MI: The Times Printing Co., 1903), p. 149. Some letters written by Baker to
these and other Quaker churches describe his role of elder in the Raisin Church. Jacob Baker letters,
collection of Vera Covell, Fairfield Township, Lenawee County, Michigan.

¢ John I. Knapp and R. 1. Bonner, lllustrated History and Biographical Record of Lenawee
County, Michigan (Adrian, MI: The Times Printing Co., 1903), pp. 142, 150. Clara Baker was born in
1853; Florence Baker in 1856; and George H. Baker was born in 1861 and died in 1863.
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congregations spread throughout the United States.” When not attending to his various
parishioners, he operated the Raisin Union Cheese Factory in Raisin Township.

Established in 1868, the Raisin Union Cheese Factory (RUCF) remained in
operation until at least 1883. According to an entry in the Michigan State Gazetteer,
Jacob Baker had turned over its reins to his cousin, Rufus Baker. The listing reads:
“Raisin Centre, Michigan: Baker, Jacob, Elder (Friends), Baker, Rufus, sec. Raisin Union
Cheese Factory.””°

The 1870 United States Agricultural Census for Lenawee County shows Baker
owning 108 acres of land, most of it improved, in Raisin and Palmyra Townships
(inherited from his father David), with seventeen cows producing 4,253 gallons of milk
for cheese production.”’ To this author’s knowledge, only the records of the RUCF
survive, in relation to all other examples given in this dissertation. Its records give a more
in-depth look inside the daily operations of a local cheese factory and will be explored at
greater length in later chapters.

Baker’s correspondence for the RUCF stops in 1875, most likely because he was
still carrying the dual responsibilities of businessman and elder in the Society of Friends

Raisin Township congregation. He formally became the minister of the Raisin Friends

church in 1870, a post he held for ten years. In 1880, Baker was called to the pastorate of

% John I. Knapp and R. 1. Bonner, lllustrated History and Biographical Record of Lenawee
County, Michigan (Adrian, MI: The Times Printing Co., 1903), p. 149. Some letters written by Baker to
these and other Quaker churches describe his role of elder in the Raisin Church. Jacob Baker letters,
collection of Vera Covell, Fairfield Township, Lenawee County, Michigan.

™ R. L. Polk and Company, Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory (Detroit: R. L. Polk
and Co., 1883), p. 1276.

7! 1870 United States Agricultural Census, Schedule 3—Productions of Agriculture in Raisin
Township, in the County of Lenawee, in the Post Office of Adrian, Michigan, pp. 11-12. Details related to
Jacob Baker, item 8. Combined Atlas of Lenawee County, Michigan (Mt. Vernon, IN: Windmill
Publications, Inc., 1997), Raisin p. 59, Palmyra p. 103. John I. Knapp and R. 1. Bonner, lllustrated History
and Biographical Record of Lenawee County, Michigan (Adrian, MI: The Times Printing Co., 1903), p.
148.
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a Quaker church in Green Plains, Ohio, and from there he traveled the nation, coming

back to Lenawee County for only brief stays.72

Dover Center

Unmarried and with no financial backing, Martin P. Stockwell arrived in Lenawee
County on May 15, 1835 at the age of seventeen with only $3.50 in his pocket.” He
walked from his father’s home in Cato, New York to the ports at Buffalo, then took
steerage on a Lake Erie steamer bound for the ports at Detroit, Michigan.

While aboard, Stockwell was befriended by the captain of the vessel, who told
him not to go to Detroit, but to stop in Toledo, Ohio, which was closer to his final
destination, Adrian, Michigan. With only twenty-five cents left, Stockwell walked thirty
miles from Toledo to Adrian, mostly in the rain. Upon his arrival, he stayed the night
with Isaac French, paying him a shilling. His supper consisted of six cents worth of
crackers purchased from French. The next day, he reached the home of his uncle, Moses
Perkins, in Dover Township, Lenawee County. Stockwell soon obtained work and

returned to Cato, New York, a year later,”* to bring his parents west.

" John 1. Knapp and R. 1. Bonner, lllustrated History and Biographical Record of Lenawee
County, Michigan (Adrian, MI: The Times Printing Co., 1903), p. 148-149. “Mr. Baker has received
credentials from his church for evangelistic work in various parts of the country, reaching from Maine to
California, and has attended ten Friends Yearly Meetings of America and is now in 1903 the oldest active
member in the Ohio Yearly Meeting.” Baker was seventy-seven years of age.

 Stockwell’s family is typical of those on the western migration path to Michigan in the early
nineteenth century. David Stockwell, Martin’s grandfather, settled in Ira, New York in 1800, having
himself been born in Whitehall, New York. The elder Stockwell brought with him his wife and three small
sons. His daughter and fourth child, Polly, was the first child to be born in Ira, in 1802. David Stockwell’s
grandson, Martin, was born in Cato, New York on February 11, 1818, and was the first member of the
family to move to Michigan. Chapman Brothers, Portrait and Biographical Album of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Chicago: Chapman Press, 1888), p. 215. Irene Dixon Stockwell, The Stockwell Family
Adventures into the Past 1626-1982 (Janesville, WI: Janesville Printing Co., 1982), pp. 610-613.

™ Chapman Brothers, Portrait and Biographical Album of Lenawee County, Michigan (Chicago:
Chapman Press, 1888), p. 215. Irene Dixon Stockwell, The Stockwell Family Adventures into the Past
1626-1982 (Janesville, WI: Janesville Printing Co., 1982), pp. 610-613.
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Stockwell purchased all of Section Fifteen (640 acres) in Dover Township in
1837. Section Fifteen is located on the northern side of the glacial ridge, slightly rolling
and consisting of gravel till and low marshes. Creeks feeding the South Branch of the
River Raisin flowed through the land, creating an excellent environment for raising dairy
cattle. Through hard work and industry, Stockwell added all of Section Twenty-Two (640
acres) of Dover Township to his holdings.” Combined, these two sections equaled 1,280
acres. On this land Stockwell went into the dairy business. In 1869, he built a cheese
factory—not the first in Lenawee County—to process his own milk and that of his
neighbors.

A road, now M-34, running east-west just south of Cadmus to Hudson, bisected
Stockwell’s two sections. Within five years (1842), a small community grew up around
his farm. Stockwell set aside land for a school, a township hall, a cemetery, and later, a
Free Will Baptist church.”® The grouping of structures, which included the Stockwell
home, was given the name of Dover Center, Michigan. Since Stockwell owned all the
land surrounding these buildings, a village of private residences never grew up there.”’
Little doubt is left, however, that this group of buildings supported a beehive of activity
when school was in session or when local farm families went to township meetings,
attended church, or brought milk to the cheese factory.

Martin P. Stockwell served as justice of the peace for eight years, represented

Dover Township on the Lenawee County Board of Supervisors for two terms, was

5 Chapman Brothers, Portrait and Biographical Album of Lenawee County, Mzchtgan (Chicago:

Chapman Press, 1888), pp. 408-409.
7 Chapman Brothers, Portrait and Biographical Album of Lenawee County, Mtchzgan (Chicago:

Chapman Press, 1888), p. 217. Fred and Ruth Kuney, “Early Days of Dover” (Adrian, MI: Lenawee
County Historical Society Museum, 1972), p. §.

" Dover Center lacked two things other pioneer settlements had: waterpower for a mill and later a
railroad connection. Today, only the Stockwell home, parts of the cheese factory, and cemetery remain. A
new township hall replaced the original in 1985.
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Overseer of the Poor for eight years, and was a member of Michigan’s Constitutional
Convention in 1867.”® He was also one of eighteen vice-presidents in the Lenawee
County Antislavery Society prior to the Civil War.”

Louisa Baley, who had arrived in Michigan as a young child with her parents
from New York, married Stockwell soon after his return to Michigan with his parents.
The couple had eleven children: Olive, Cinderilla, Agnes, Joseph B., Zarifa, Anna, Alice
(deceased at age ten), Esther (deceased at age six), Elmer (deceased at age three), Minnie,
and Louie.®® As will be seen in later chapters, Stockwell formed partnerships with his

oldest son and son-in-laws to operate a cheese factory.

Fruit Ridge

On February 14, 1841, Lucina Perkins of Herkimer County, New York, married
Samuel Horton of Gosberton, Lincolnshire, England. Lucina Perkins grew up in the
largest cheese-producing county in upstate New York, and as a young woman she learned
the business of making cheese. Married in New York, the Hortons first moved to Ohio,

where two of their three children were born. They settled in Michigan on Section Seven

® Chapman Brothers, Portrait and Biographical Album of Lenawee County, Michigan (Chicago:
Chapman Press, 1888), p. 216.

" Charles N. Lindquist, The Antislavery-Underground Railroad Movement in Lenawee County,
Michigan, 1830-1860 (Adrian, MI: Lenawee County Historical Society, Inc., 1999), pp. 29-30. As early as
April 1846, the Friends of Liberty met at the Lenawee Courthouse to form a countywide organization, the
Lenawee County Antislavery Society, with Stephen Allen as their president. Under him were eighteen vice-
presidents from eighteen different parts of the county with each of them having committees in their home
area. One of the goals of each leader, along with his committee, was to stir up interest and support through
rallies. Martin Stockwell was the Dover Township vice-president.

8 Olive married Byron L. Shaw; Cinderilla married I. R. Gale; Agnes married Aaron Van
Ostrand; and Zarifa married Robert F. Pouley. W. A. Whitney and R. 1. Bonner, History and Biographical
Record of Lenawee County, Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), pp. 150-151.
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of Fairfield Township, Lenawee County in 1851.%' Upon her arrival in Michigan, Lucina
Horton began to make cheese for home use. According to her youngest grandson, Samuel
W. Horton, Lucina Horton’s first cheeses were produced in the following manner:

“She (Lucina) experimented by making several cheese (one a day)

from the milk produced by their five cows. Her apparatus was very crude

at the start. She cooked her first cheese curds in a large iron kettle on the

wood-burning stove in her kitchen, and further processed the curds on the

kitchen table. Then she pressed her finished curds in a round home-made

mold under a corner of the rail fence in the back yard, using heavy rocks

as pressure weights; and cured (aged) her newly made cheese in a warm

room for a month to develop their flavor and tang before trying to market

them—by wagon door to door among the neighbors.”®2

Lucina Horton soon became widely respected for her cheese-making skills. The
Horton entry in the History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County states that, by
1880, Horton had taught most of the prominent cheese makers in Lenawee County how
to make cheese. She was superintendent of her husband’s cheese factory for eight years,
beginning in 1866.%

No one ever wrote down Horton’s award-winning cheese recipe. Nor is it known
what adaptations to her new Michigan environs were necessary, or what techniques she
may have used to refine her cheese-making process. Whatever those techniques were,
Horton did share some of them with her children (and with at least eight other Lenawee

County cheese makers)—though not in written form—during the decades following the

Civil War. The original name for her style of cheese will never be known, either, but by

8 W. A. Whitney and R. I. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), p. 280. According to Pirtle’s History of the Dairy
Industry, English immigrants brought the cheddaring process to Herkimer County, New York in the 1840s.
T.R. Pirtle, History of the Dairy Industry (Chicago: Mojonnier Brothers Co., 1926).

82 Samuel W. Horton, Two Generations of Hortons. Unpublished family history written by George
Byron Horton’s youngest son Samuel on May 3, 1923. George Byron Horton died in 1922. Scrapbook
history of the George Byron Horton Family complied by Carolyn Holden.

¥ W. A. Whitney and R. 1. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), p. 280.
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the end of the nineteenth century, the name most often given—especially in Lenawee
County—was “Soft Michigan” cheese.

It was not long before the Hortons’ three children—Alice M., George B., and
Harriet A.—became instrumental in the manufacture of cheese. Alice married Cosper
Rorick of Seneca Township, joining him in the manufacture of cheese on their farm.**
The 1870 United States Agricultural Census shows the Rorick farm as having fifteen
milch cows and taking in 3,400 gallons of milk from neighboring farmers.®’ Rorick was
no doubt taught by his wife and mother-in-law to make cheese.

Harriet Horton married Dr. Henry Jewett and took little interest in the Horton
family cheese business. The Hortons’ only son, George Byron, purchased his father’s
farm and cheese making operations from his two sisters upon their father’s death in 1872.
Here George B. Horton would build a magnificent home, triple the size of the original
farm (from 475 acres to nearly 1,500 acres), raise four children with his wife, Amanda
Bradish Horton, and expand the cheese industry in southeast Michigan. Other chapters of
this dissertation will explore Horton’s rise to political and economic power at the turn of
the twentieth century.

At the end of the antebellum period, Lenawee County was divided into twenty-
two fully populated townships, whose market centers were joined by railroad, stage, and
highways of various conditions. Firmly established farm and business infrastructures,

combined with an ideal environment for dairying and knowledge of home cheese

% W. A. Whitney and R. 1. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), p. 280.

85 1870 United States Agricultural Census, Schedule 3—Productions of Agriculture in Seneca
Township, in the County of Lenawee, in the Post Office of Morenci, Michigan, p. 3. Details related to
Cosper Rorick, item 25.
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production, poised Lenawee County to take a leading and active role in the

commercialization of cheese manufacturing soon after the Civil War.

Early Cheese Production

During the antebellum period, little (if any) cheese was manufactured
commercially in Michigan. Most cheese production took place on the family farm for
home use with limited neighborhood sales. Farmers were primarily concerned with
clearing their lands and growing wheat for sale and Indian corn for livestock feed. During
the late 1850s and early 1860s, Michigan farmers produced bumper wheat crops on an
annual basis—wheat that fed thousands of Union troops fighting the Civil War.?

The Homestead Act of 1862 opened new farming opportunities in the west,
creating wheat bonanzas in states and territories beyond the Mississippi River.
Michigan’s wheat farmers soon looked for income alternatives. Many early wheat
farmers turned to dairy production. Historian Richard Sewell, in an article for Michigan
History Magazine in 1960, documents the change to dairy production during the mid-
nineteenth century:

“A most important development in dairy farming occurred in

Michigan during the Civil War decade—the introduction of the factory

system of butter and cheese production. This process, whereby an

individual devotes his attention exclusively to the manufacture of dairy

products from the milkings of others’ cows, appeared first in New York in

1851. The first cheese factory in the West began operation at
Bloomingdale, Illinois and, concerned over Michigan’s inability to

% Richard H. Sewell, “Michigan Farmers and the Civil War,” Michigan History Magazine
(December 1960), p. 361. In 1859, Michigan was the nation’s ninth leading producer of wheat, supplying
4.8 percent of the total. By 1869, it had nearly doubled its annual output, growing 16,265,773 bushels
amounting to 5.6 percent of the nation’s wheat crop; and by 1879, only Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio reaped
larger harvests. Much of Michigan’s increased wheat production can be credited to normal agricultural
development (the output mounted nearly twofold every decade between 1850 and 1880), but the war was
undoubtedly a stimulating factor, with its hungry armies to feed, as was the high demand from England and
Europe, where crop failures marred 1860, 1861, and 1862.
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provide enough butter and cheese for its own consumption, Sanford
Howard, the secretary of the State Board of Agriculture, began urging the
adoption of the factory system in Michigan. Greatly inflated prices for
dairy products, as much as triple the normal figures, reinforced Mr.
Howard’s urgent appeal; and in January, 1866, Rufus Baker of Fairfield in
Lenawee County began building the first cheese factory in the state.”

Sewell continues:
“Before the year was out, three others (cheese factories) began

operation in southern Michigan, and early in 1867 the governor (Henry H.

Crapo) signed into law ‘an Act to authorize the formation of corporations

for manufacturing cheese and other products from milk.” These early

plants made only cheese, but Michigan dairymen soon found it expedient

to add the manufacture of butter to the process in order to save the butter

particles usually carried off in the whey.”*’

The idea that dairy farming could become a profitable venture for Lenawee
County farmers was debated at the Rollin Township Farmers’ Club in the mid-1860s. In
an article published in the Adrian Times and Expositor (Lenawee County) entitled “Dairy
Farming,” club members reported that they had taken up the question: “Resolved: that the
net profits of a dairy farm in Rollin are greater per acre than a grain farm.” After much
scientific debate, the last word apparently went to Levi Jennings, who stated, “We could
not all go into the dairy business; on some farms the timothy (hay) runs out, and even the
clover, after a cold winter disappoints us; grain raising and the dairy might go well
together.”®®
The first commercial cheese production in Lenawee County (and in Michigan, for

that matter) began on Rufus Baker’s Fairfield Township farm on May 23, 1866.%° Other

farmers soon followed his lead. During the next three years, fifteen cheese factories

¥ Richard H. Sewell, “Michigan Farmers and the Civil War,” Michigan History Magazine
(December 1960), pp. 369-370.

88 Adrian Times and Expositor, “Dairy Farming,” date unknown.

% Fifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan
for the Year 1866 (Lansing, MI: John A Kerr and Company, 1866), pp. 189-191.
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would be started in Michigan. In a letter to the secretary of the State Board of Agriculture
in 1869, Baker wrote, “(Michigan) farmers have got cheese on the brain, and seem to be
rushing pell-mell into dairying.”*

On May 27, 1866, one of Baker’s competitors, Samuel Horton, opened a cheese
factory on his neighboring Fairfield Township farm.”' In the 1880 History and
Biographical Record of Lenawee County, Michigan, Horton quipped that his friends and
neighbors often told him he “would never be successful, that he couldn’t sell his cheese,
and that good cheese could never be made in Michigan, anyway.” However, he owned
ten cows and was about to prove his friends and neighbors wrong.”> He had been lucky
enough to marry a woman who knew how to make cheese; as will be seen in later
chapters of this dissertation, Lucina Perkins Horton was about to make her husband a
wealthy man.

By 1870, according to historian Richard Sewell, Michigan’s new dairy farmers
were producing two-thirds or sixty percent of the state’s butter and cheese, at an annual
rate of 15,503,482 to 24,400,185 pounds of butter and 1,641,897 to 2,400,946 pounds of

cheese. The number of milch cows rose from 179,543 to 250,859 to meet this demand.”

Sewell noted that the increased growth of the factory system “struck a body blow at

® Richard H. Sewell, “Michigan Farmers and the Civil War,” Michigan History Magazine
(December 1960), p. 370.

' W. A. Whitney and R. 1. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), p. 154.

2 W. A. Whitney and R. 1. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), p. 280. Horton’s factory opened four days after Rufus
Baker’s. Horton owned ten cows in the early 1860s, according to his biography in Whitney and Bonner.
The United States Agriculture census of 1870 shows Horton owning forty-four milch cows and 468 acres
of land. He was well on the way to producing some of the best cheese in Michigan.

% Richard H. Sewell, “Michigan Farmers and the Civil War,” Michigan History Magazine
(December 1960), p. 370.
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traditional self-sufficiency of farm units, and ushered in a period of increased agricultural

specialization,” making Lenawee County Michigan’s dairy leader.”

Michigan Agricultural College

Before the establishment of Lenawee County or the State of Michigan, powers
within Michigan’s territorial government sought to build an institution of higher learning
on Michigan’s frontier. Territorial Governor Lewis Cass and others created the
Catholepistemiad or the University of Michigania in 1817. Over the next forty years, the
University of Michigan—first at Detroit and then Ann Arbor—would expand
exponentially with the territory.

With the majority of southeast Michigan under cultivation and its market centers
well established by mid-nineteenth century, a faction of agriculturalists arose in the state
to meet the challenge of extending the academic knowledge of agriculture, technology,
and economic development to local farming communities. But where to base this
knowledge? Some felt the agricultural interests of the state were best served by creating a
technical school within the University of Michigan; others thought such a body of
knowledge should be taught separately in an institution devoted solely to the purpose of
agricultural instruction and practical farming.*®

Built in the swampy marshes three miles east of Michigan’s state capitol, Lansing,
the Agriculture Collegc of the State of Michigan—today known as Michigan State

University—was created in response to the demands of the state’s agricultural leaders for

% Richard H. Sewell, “Michigan Farmers and the Civil War,” Michigan History Magazine
(December 1960), p. 370.

% Keith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005), p. 1.
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a college to teach both practical farming and theories of the emerging “scientific
agriculture” that were coming out of Europe in the mid-nineteenth century. In 1855, no
one knew what an agricultural college would look like or whether it could succeed.’®

Often referred to as “The Farm,” both because of its intended use in the teaching
of practical agriculture and its physical layout, the tiny college struggled to maintain its
own identity.®” For the first five years of its existence, the Agricultural College of the
State of Michigan battled to remain separate from the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor. Unlike the University of Michigan, however, students who would attend the
Agricultural College would be the sons and eventually the daughters of Michigan’s
farmers, educated in the state’s public schools.”® It was hoped that these same sons and
daughters would return to the family farm after completing their education. Many would
not.

With its establishment by the Michigan legislature in 1855, the Michigan
Agricultural College (MAC) found itself governed by a generally unsympathetic state

Board of Education. Members of the Board of Education tried on several occasions to

% Agriculture College of the State of Michigan (1855-1861) ACSM; The State Agricultural
College (1861-1909) SAC; Michigan Agricultural College (1909-1925) MAC; Michigan State College of
Agriculture and Applied Science (1925-1955) MSC, AAS; Michigan State University of Agriculture and
Applied Science (1955-1964) MSU AAS; Michigan State University (1964-present) MSU. I chose to use
the name Michigan Agricultural College (MAC) for the period covering 1861-1925. Keith Widder noted in
his history of the college that “long before the college’s name changed to Michigan Agricultural College in
1909, that name was commonly used. Consequently, I (Widder) have used it interchangeably with the name
State Agricultural College throughout the narrative. I (Widder) use the names Michigan State College and
Michigan State University only when it is chronologically appropriate,” p. xxi. This author (Dickens) has
chosen to use MAC to represent the Agriculture College of the State of Michigan.

97 Keith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005), p. 1. Robert F. Johnstone, editor of
Michigan Farmer, first referred to the college as “The Farm” in his account of the opening day ceremonies
of the college in May 1857.

% Keith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005), p. 15.
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reduce the new college to a minor role as a two-year technical training facility.” Unable
to fight the battle to have the college remain a four-year institution, its first president,
Joseph R. Williams, left the fledging college to take a seat in the Michigan legislature in
1860. Once in the capacity of lawmaker, and convinced that the Board of Education did
not understand the college’s purpose, Williams prodded the legislature to pass an act to
change radically the governance of MAC.

Under the law, the newly created State Board of Agriculture (SBA), rather than
the state Board of Education, would govern the college. The act stated, “All agricultural
operation on the farm shall be carried on experimentally, and for the instruction of the
students, and with a view to the improvement of the science of agriculture in the State of
Michigan.” The law also required the SBA to publish an annual report that would make
available to farmers accounts detailing virtually every aspect of growing crops. The new
law went into effect in 1861.'%

According to Michigan State University’s sesquicentennial historian, Keith
Widder, “Two provisions of the act creating the SBA ensured the existence of the young
college as an independent entity and bound the institution closely to Michigan’s
agricultural community.” The first provision—Section 6—ordered the new Board to

appoint a secretary as a nonvoting member. The secretary was to carry out duties that

% Keith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005), p. xiii.

1% prior to 1861, Michigan Agricultural College had been administered under the Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction. When the department began to work to limit the college to a two-year
institution, faculty petitioned Michigan’s governor, Austin Blair, to be separated from the Superintendent
of Public Instruction, thus the creation of the State Board of Agriculture. Keith R. Widder, Michigan
Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy, 1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan
State University Press, 2005), p. 52. Joseph R. Williams hailed from St. Joseph County. He served on the
state’s 1850 Constitutional Convention. On the resignation of James Birney as lieutenant governor April 3,
1861; died 1861, and succeeded by Henry T. Backus May 8, 1861. Michigan Manual 1991-1992 (Lansing,
MI: The Legislative Service Bureau, 1991), pp. 353-354.
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would link the college to different constituencies throughout the state, thereby applying
findings on the farm and in the laboratory to the lives of people living in rural and urban
Michigan. The second provision—Section 13—empowered the governor to appoint
future members of the SBA from a list of nominees presented by individual county
agricultural societies. Men who were experienced in and knowledgeable about farming
would now oversee the college’s operation and future.'”!

The duties of the secretary of the SBA included sending circulars and reports to
local agricultural societies on topics pertaining to agriculture and domestic life. Among
other topics, the state’s farmers learned of advances in raising cattle, harvesting crops,
dairying, the development of new seeds, and the understanding of different soil types.
SBA'’s secretary also functioned as the college’s business manager, and was expected to
always be current in his knowledge of the school’s affairs and to make reports to the
legislature and the governor regarding both the state of the college and agriculture in
Michigan.'®® As will be seen in other portions of this dissertation, SBA’s secretary from
1864 to 1871, Sanford Howard, played a pivotal role in the establishment of the cheese
industry in southeast Michigan.

Having won the battle of self-governance with the formation of the SBA, MAC
would be bolstered—just a few months later—by an even more powerful national law.
President Abraham Lincoln, in the midst of the nation’s Civil War, signed into law the
1862 Morrill Land Grant College Act, which would disperse public lands for the creation

of public agricultural colleges throughout the nation. The Morrill Land Grant College bill

101 K eith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005), p. 43.

192 K eith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005), p. 43.
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was first introduced into the United States Congress in December 1857 and was initially
defeated during the Buchanan administration.

Crafted by Justin Smith Morrill, a Congressman from Vermont, the bill was
pushed to President Buchanan’s ultimate veto by two Kalamazoo residents and members
of Congress, Representative David S. Walbridge (a miller by trade) and Senator Charles
E. Stuart (a lawyer). Their efforts to pass the Morrill Act were assisted by Joseph R.
Williams, former president of MAC, who wrote Walbridge’s remarks in defense of the
bill.'” The purpose of the Morrill Land Grant Bill was to endow:

“at least one college (in each state) where the leading object shall

be, without excluding other scientific and classical studies, and including

military tactics, to teach such branches of learning as are related to

agriculture and the mechanic arts, in such manner as the Legislatures of

the States may respectively prescribe in order to promote the liberal and

practical education of the industrial classes in the several pursuits and

professions of life.”!%

Each state received thirty thousand acres for each senator and representative in

Congress according to the 1860 Census. On February 25, 1863, Michigan became the
seventh state to accept the terms of the Morrill Land Grant College Act.'®® Michigan’s

land share amounted to 240,000 acres of land in seventeen counties located in the

northern portion of the Lower Peninsula.'*

19 Herbert Andrew Berg, The State of Michigan and the Morrill Land Grant College Act of 1862
(East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University, 1965), p. 3-4.

1% Herbert Andrew Berg, The State of Michigan and the Morrill Land Grant College Act of 1862
(East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University, 1965), p. 9.

19 Herbert Andrew Berg, The State of Michigan and the Morrill Land Grant College Act of 1862
(East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University, 1965), p. 11.

1% Herbert Andrew Berg, The State of Michigan and the Morrill Land Grant College Act of 1862
(East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University, 1965), p. 20. Those counties included Alcona, Alpena,
Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Grand Traverse, Iosco, Kalkaska, Leelanau, Manistee, Missaukee,
Montmorency, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, and Wexford, for a total of 235,673.37 acres. Tracts were
sold in not less than 160-acre sections. By 1950, 280.7 acres remained unsold. Berg, pp. 23, 28. Much of
Michigan’s nineteenth-century timber profits would come from the rapid deforestation of these counties.
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To comply with the Morrill Land Grant Act, MAC’s faculty designed courses
axound the classics, science, and the farm. Not all of Michigan’s farmers were pleased
<1 th this new curriculum. “Many farmers questioned the value of scientific agriculture or
fe1t that the College’s program subverted their desire to have their children return to the
far, believing the only purpose of the College was to train students to become better
practical farmers.”'%” This debate continued with the addition of “military tactics,” first
required in 1885, and on into 1913 with discussion over the relevance of the engineering
program. That year (1913) the editor of the Adrian Daily Telegram (Lenawee County)
verbalized what many of his constituents may have been discussing around their dinner
tables : “We cannot imagine a more effective ‘away from the farm’ influence than an
engin eering school masquerading as part of an agricultural college.”'*® It would take
severzal more decades before trust could be built between agriculturists in Michigan and
MAC.

One group that ardently supported the college was the influential membership of
the M1 chigan Grange, who wholeheartedly backed the creation of the Farmer’s Institutes
offered annually to the agricultural community by MAC. The institutes provided
“intelli gent farmers” with the latest research in agriculture, entomology, horticulture, and
livestock. Speakers at institutes taught their audiences about soil analyses, methods of

fertilization, pests, seeds, and animal feed. Organized not too many years before the

197 Keith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005), p. 8.

198 K eith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005), pp. 9, 28.
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<o 1lege began holding public institutes in 1876, the Michigan Grange worked to gain
1 e g=islative appropriations for improvements at the college through political agitation. 109
Surviving its initial prejudices and drawing strength from partners such as the
I\ 1 chigan Grange, MAC at the conclusion of the Civil War found itself ready and in a
position to assist Michigan’s farmers with plans for a change in their economic future.
S B3 A secretary Sanford Howard would suggest factory cheese production as the solution.
T h e only pieces missing from the equation were farmers willing to risk change and men
to teach them how to make a profit from that change.

When the Civil War ended in 1865, Lenawee County had progressed from a
spars<ly populated and wild frontier of uncleared land with few roads to a prosperous
farmi xg region with numerous large and well-established market centers connected by
railro &ads, telegraphs, and newspapers. Farmers shipped to and received goods from
easterm and European markets. The boom years of wheat production had made many

farm ex s wealthy and able to bring more land into production. Business, religious, and
civic organizations prospered; the community supported a four-year college at Adrian.

But with the rise of western wheat markets, farmers in Lenawee County needed to

expand into other commodities. Dairying was the ideal solution. The county’s well-
drained clay and gravel soils and moderate climate provided an excellent base for
pastureland. A farm with even ten cows could turn an excellent profit in a short time. In
less than a generation, farm women, who had worked to presen}e the family farm during
the Civil War, would pass their pioneer cheese-making skills to the “factory men.”

Business leaders, agriculturalists, and politicians with capital to invest would turn their

19 Keith R. Widder, Michigan Agricultural College: The Evolution of A Land Grant Philosophy,
1855-1925 (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2005), p. 61.
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o~ ttentions toward institutions of higher learning like MAC at Lansing. All these interests
<~ e poised at the beginning of 1866 to create in Michigan for the first time a locally run

< o1mercial cheese factory.
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The Commercialization of “Soft Michigan” Cheese

Historian Richard Sewell correctly stated that the “factory system of cheese
production struck a body blow to the traditional self-sufficiency of farm units and
ushered in a period of increased agricultural specialization.”''° Up until the middle of the
nineteenth century, northern agricultural production had relied heavily on the self-
sufficient family farm unit. During this period, farmers had produced for their individual
needs and sold the surplus, often investing profits into more cheap land. Farm women
suppl €mented family income with the sale of eggs, butter, and cheese. As America’s
popﬁl ation and economic base expanded prior to the Civil War, farm families found a
ready mmarket for their home-manufactured goods.

However, production often could not keep up with demand. Producing great
quanti ties of cheese in a farmhouse kitchen was not economical for women who were
engaged in other aspects of running the family farm and household. The need to
consolidate dairy production outside the family unit soon became apparent. Technology
was already in place to increase the scale of production; what was needed was a system to
produce the product.

During the last half of the nineteenth century, agriculture (as with many other
forms of manufacturing, such as textiles) moved away from home-based, primarily craft-

based methods of production and toward the factory model, where workers were assisted

119 Richard H. Sewell, “Michigan Farmers and the Civil War,” Michigan History Magazine
(December 1960), p. 370.
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by larger and more complex mechanical processes. Technology, assisted by scientific
Jcxrowledge—both of the process and the product—revolutionized Michigan’s dairy
production and removed farm women from the equation almost entirely. Traditionally,
f=axm women, who had acquired the skill of cheese making from their mothers and
grandmothers, made cheese in the home—hence the role of the dairymaid, a young
wwoman assigned the tasks related to the home dairy.
As cheese production moved from the kitchen to the factory, the process of
m aking cheese remained the same; only the scale of production increased. But as the
volummne of production increased, with some wheels of cheese weighing up to one hundred
pounds, it soon became apparent that only males had the physical strength to work in the
new FKaAactory system. While farm women like Lucina Perkins Horton retained the
know~ 1 edge of cheese making, teaching the “factory men” how to make cheese, many
womesn began to leave the home production of cheese making behind, preferring instead
to pur-chase their cheese from local retailers. This move expanded the market for
comm ercially made cheese but further distanced women from its production. There are
no wotnen recorded as having operated a cheese factory in Lenawee County during the
post-Civil War period, though some women may have worked in cheese factories
anonymously under male supervision, performing lighter tasks such as stenciling boxes
Or preparing cheese bandages.
The factory system of production included not only the physical creation of a
product for sale, but also created the business structures and government regulations such
ventures inevit;clbly fostered. The factory system created a mountain of government

regulation, as will be seen in this and later chapters. Organizing the factory as a business,
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maintaining product quality and safety, and ensuring fair pricing of goods, all required
government regulation. Licensing of the operator and payment of levied fines generated
revenue for government, as well.

The necessity of marketing the finished product was an offshoot of the Industrial
Age. As will be seen, not all “factory men” excelled at this part of their trade. Enter the
jobbers, who bought up cheese from local factory supplies then sold it in turn to larger
wholesale warehouses, which were connected to even larger markets through the
railroads.

Once the commercial cheese factory system was established in southeast
Michigan, a unique product emerged. Referred to as “Soft Michigan” cheese, it found a
ready market for more than half a century. Government regulators, college professors,
local farmers, and judges at the 1893 Chicago World’s Columbian Exposition debated the
essence of “Soft Michigan” cheese until the product and the process for making it
disappeared early in the twentieth century. Now only the “recipe” from the Dairy and

Food Commission’s factory inspection report remains.

The First Cheese Factory in Michigan
In December 1866, Rufus Baker submitted a letter for publication in the Fifth
Annual Report of the State Board of Agriculture to secretary Sanford Howard that
described in detail how he became the first commercial cheese manufacturer in Michigan.
First, Baker explained that his cheese factory operated only from May to November. This

short cycle of operation followed the normal lactation/calving cycles of late-nineteenth
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century dairy herds; most farmers “dried up” their herds by early winter, then “freshened”
them in the spring of the next year.

In the letter, Baker describes his location in Fairfield Township as being six miles
south of the city of Adrian and about eighty miles from Detroit. A wagon road to Adrian,
now M-52, provided access to wider markets within the reach of the Michigan Southern
Railroad. “The township (Fairfield),” Baker wrote, “was devoted mostly to grazing and
the cultivation of Indian corn with about one hundred and thirty-five tons of cheese made
during the season.” Baker wrote that a number of private dairies were in operation in the
area beyond the reach of [his] factory.'"!

Considering Secretary Howard’s prodding, Baker admits that he had given much
thought to the idea of his cheese factory before he began its actual construction. “About
two years ago, I turned my attention to the subject of building a cheese-factory; and in the
autumn of 1865, I visited in company with a neighboring townsman, several Ohio
factories. I also visited some New York factories last January, and from those I formed a
plan of my factory. I commenced my buildings in January 1866, and completed them
about the first of May. We used the milk from 230 cows, on an average.”''?

Baker built his new cheese factory to accommodate the milk from three hundred
cows, though if given the opportunity and means he would have expanded beyond that
capacity. “A factory should work up the milk from at least 400 cows to make cheese-
making profitable,” Baker wrote. Though he does not describe the interior of his factory

in his letter to Secretary Howard, the equipment he purchased—at the time, there were

" Fifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan
Jor the Year 1866 (Lansing, MI: John A Kerr and Company, 1866), pp. 189-191. Factories assume that he
meant his and Samuel Horton’s, also located in Fairfield Township.

12 Fifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan
for the Year 1866 (Lansing, MI: John A Kerr and Company, 1866), pp. 189-191.
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many eastern dealers to buy from—cost nearly $3,500. Baker suggested that those
interested in following him into the cheese business make examinations into buildings
and equipment for themselves before investing.'"?

In addition to the buildings and cheese-making equipment, Baker needed other
supplies such as salt, rennets, bandages, sacking grease, and boxes. The cost of the
various supplies was deducted from the patron’s portion of the sale of the finished
cheese, amounting to about a half-cent per pound. Patrons were the local dairymen who
brought their raw milk to the cheese factory for processing on a regular basis. Patrons
often owned stock in the cheese factory, receiving payment for their raw milk plus a
dividend on the sale of the finished cheese. Each patron bore some expense for the selling
of the cheese on the wholesale market—a price set by a committee of three men, all
patrons of Baker’s cheese factory. Baker received one and one-half cents per pound for
his labor in manufacturing the cheese, bringing the total manufacturing costs to a little
over two cents per pound.'"

Baker’s cheese brought sixteen cents per pound on the wholesale market during
the summer of 1866, although, as he relayed in his letter to Secretary Howard, he hoped
to realize eighteen cents per pound for the cheese made during the last weeks the factory
was open, a clear fourteen cent per pound profit. Baker made nearly fifty-one tons of

cheese, selling all but nine tons by the end of his first year of operation.'"®

U3 Fifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan
for the Year 1866 (Lansing, MI: John A Kerr and Company, 1866), pp. 189-191.

" Fifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan
for the Year 1866 (Lansing, MI: John A Kerr and Company, 1866), pp. 189-191.

5 F ifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan
for the Year 1866 (Lansing, MI: John A Kerr and Company, 1866), pp. 189-191.
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The total output of Baker’s factory during its first season was 112,420 pounds of
green cheese, allowing for a shrinkage factor of ten percent—which to Baker seemed fair
based on his earlier experience with a private dairy—bringing the total to 101,198 pounds
of cheese sold to the wholesale market, or a value of $17,203.66 at an average of
seventeen cents per pound. Baker estimated that the 4,221 pounds of raw milk from each
cow associated with his operation produced about 483 pounds of cheese.''®

Extending these numbers out to the individual farms at a rate of ten cows per
farm meant that at least 210 cows on twenty-one local farms supplied milk to Baker’s
cheese factory, the average patron receiving $676 for the season after factory expenses of
$85 per month. So as not to raise too high the hopes of those considering a commercial
cheese-making venture by increasing their own dairy herds, Baker cautioned his readers
that the average price of good dairy stock that November was comparatively high and
difficult to obtain. “I know a lot of six (milch cows) that were sold on the first of
November at $60 per head, within the circuit of my factory,” he wrote.'"’

Baker concluded his letter to SBA by acknowledging he had “found the
manufacture of cheese to be very remunerative when made a primary business, and I
might say very unprofitable when made secondary.” Baker admitted that, given the
opportunity, he would not have started his business with so few cows, “for it does not pay
for the labor and investment.” Baker also considered his advice within the larger post-

Civil War economic and political climate when he stated that, “should a specie basis in

our currency be reached, we will not look for over ten cents per pound of cheese; and

Y1 Fifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan
for the Year 1866 (Lansing, MI: John A Kerr and Company, 1866), pp. 189-191.

" Fifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan
for the Year 1866 (Lansing, MI: John A Kerr and Company, 1866), pp. 189-191.
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should the number of new factories now talked of be built, the probability is that our
State will be supplied with all the cheese that will be wanted here.” All in all, Baker

believed the factory system to have worked a revolution in the cheese-making business,

bringing better prices since its introduction.''®

Finally, Secretary Howard asked Baker to list for his readers the number of
commercial cheese factories operating in Michigan during 1866, to which Baker replied,

“I do not know that I can answer your inquiries in regard to the
various cheese-factories in the State; but will give the following, in the
order, as I understand, in which they commenced operations:

Fairfield Factory, 230 cows, Rufus Baker, proprietor; post-office
address, Fairfield, Mich.

West Fairfield Factory, 300 cows, Samuel Horton, proprietor; post-
office address, Adrian, Michigan.

Ypsilanti Factory, locality not known, S. H. Salisbury, proprietor;
post-office address, Ypsilanti, Michigan.

I understand there is a factory in Livingston County, but I know
nothing about it, and cannot learn that they have any cheese to market.

If there are any other in this State, I have not heard of them.”'"’

In the fall of 1867, SBA secretary Sanford Howard decided to pay a visit to the
Baker and Horton farms to check on the progress of the state’s early cheese factories.'’
He found both operations in fine order and reported that “Mr. B. endeavors to make a
softer cheese than is generally made in New York, with less acid, and the curd is longer
in the process of cooking. All the cheese made previous to October first is what is called
full-milk cheese; after that time, the night’s milk is skimmed.”

On his return to Lansing, Secretary Howard asked Rufus Baker to again submit a

report to the SBA on the status of the cheese factory system in Michigan. As in the

U8 Fifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan
for the Year 1866 (Lansing, MI: John A Kerr and Company, 1866), pp. 189-191.

"9 Fifth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan
for the Year 1866 (Lansing, MI: John A Kerr and Company, 1866), pp. 189-191.

120 Sixth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan,
Jor the Year 1867 (Lansing, MI: John A. Kerr and Co., 1867), p. 139.
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previous year’s report, Baker described his operation, number of employees, and the
quantity and type of cheese he had produced. He also wrote that three new cheese
factories were under construction in Lenawee County, one in Hillsdale County, and two
in Branch County near Coldwater,lzl and concluded that, “If the mania for cheese
factories should increase, and many more be built, we shall have to look outside of

9122

Michigan for a market for our cheese.

Growth of Lenawee County Cheese Factories
With the immediate success of both Baker’s and Horton’s cheese factories, other
Lenawee County farmers looked for ways to join in the process. On October 17, 1867,
the Lenawee Union Cheese Manufacturing Company was formally organized as a stock
company.123 John R. Clark was elected its first president and served in that office and as
manager for three years.'>* The location the building committee chose for the new factory

was in the center of Madison Township at the “juncture of the road running west from

121 Sixth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan,
Jfor the Year 1867 (Lansing, MI: John A. Kerr and Co., 1867), p. 140. Baker’s report fully describes the
cheese factory in Hillsdale County at Reading as being owned by Fowler, Keeney and Co. Their building
was one hundred feet long, thirty-two feet wide, and three stories high, of beautiful workmanship and fine
material. Baker ventured to say the building was the best constructed building for a cheese factory that had
been built in the state.

122 Sixth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan,
for the Year 1867 (Lansing, MI: John A. Kerr and Co., 1867), p. 141.

12 Adrian Times and Expositor, “Cheese,” author unknown (November 19, 1867), p. 4. According
to the newspaper account, “all the residents of the town of Madison are the stockholders of the company.
Those members included the following individuals: J. W. Woolsey, D. L. Ramsdell, M. T. Nickerson, J. C.
Harvey, H. C. Bradish, T. F. Moore, Spencer Knapp, F. Sherham, Asa Crane, M. W. Bradish, Richard
English, C. C. Spooner, Geo. Torbron, J. R. Clark, A. W. Bradish, Harmon Childes, N. F. Bradish, E. P.
Graham, C. M. Vail, S. A. Todd, William Curtiss, J. F. Jones, Wm. Crane, Daniel Todd, E. W. Miller, C.
H. Bradish, Stephen Allen, A. Woolsey.” The Bradishes were all near kinsmen, with N. F. becoming
George B. Horton’s father-in-law and C. M. Vail a relative of Rufus Baker’s.

124 . A. Whitney and R. 1. Bonner, History and Biographical Record of Lenawee County,
Michigan (Adrian, MI: W. Stearns and Co., 1879), p. 476. Clark was also a business partner of Rufus
Baker’s son Edwin during the 1870s and 1880s. John R. Clark and his brother Elihu Clark were prominent
businessmen in Adrian. J. R. served in the Michigan legislature for a number of years.
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Randolph’s Comers and a road running north and south, on lands purchased from Messrs.
Bradish and Edwards.” The site is located near what is today called Madison Center.

In November 1867, a reporter from the Adrian Times and Expositor was invited to
travel with a group of Madison Township dairy farmers as they explored the possibility
of starting up a new cheese factory. The trip included a stop at both the Baker and Horton
establishments. The reporter had done his homework; he noted “the statements of
shipments of freight from this station (Adrian) show that the manufacture of cheese in
this county has already attained a creditable prominence among our products.”'?

The first stop on their tour took the Madison Township farmers to the
establishment of Rufus Baker. The reporter noted that:

“Baker’s is one of the thrifty-looking homesteads of our well-to-

do farmers which adorn the country side. Two years ago he started the

making of cheese for his neighbors, and this year he uses the milk of about

500 cows, making during the season about 3,800 cheeses, averaging 60

Ibs. each. The cheese has a high reputation, and finds a ready market in

Detroit, Kalamazoo, Jackson and various other towns of the state.” 2

During the visit, Baker explained the daily operations of the factory. He told them
he took nine and six-tenths pounds of milk to make one pound of cheese, reserving the
whey for his own use, or one and three-quarters cents when the whey was fed to his

patrons’ hogs.'?’” Baker also said he received one and a half cents per pound for the

trouble of making the cheese. Additional costs to the patrons were cheese boxes made at

125 gdrian Times and Expositor, “Cheese” (November 19, 1867), p. 4. The Bradishes were part of
the Horton family by marriage.

12 ddrian Times and Expositor, “Cheese,” author unknown (November 19, 1867), p. 4.

127 gdrian Times and Expositor, “Cheese,” author unknown (November 19, 1867), p. 4.
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a local factory,'?® the expenses of marketing the cheese, and materials used in its
manufacture, such as bandages.

Next, the group moved on to the farm of Samuel and Lucina Horton. The reporter
described the Horton farm as follows:

“Certainly, judging from the surroundings of a cheese factory, the

business must be remunerative. The residence of Mr. Horton is well

located and tastefully built, and he owns some hundreds of acres of the

best land in the county. We found both Mr. and Mrs. Horton busily

engaged in the manufacture of cheese. Mrs. Horton is a native of Herkimer

County, famed for its fine cheese. She is a thorough mistress of the art of

cheese-making and gives her constant supervision to the manufacture.”'?

The reporter noted that the Hortons were running a close second behind Rufus
Baker in the manufacture of cheese. Though the quality was equally high, the Hortons
were only able to produce 3,200 cheeses, compared to Baker’s 3,800, even though their
individual cheeses weighed four pounds more than Baker’s. One key difference in the
operations of the two factories, the reporter noted, was the use of the whey by Samuel
Horton. Instead of selling the whey back to the patrons, Horton fed the whey to his own
hogs. He told the assembled crowd that the whey from the milk of four cows sufficed to

keep one hog and that he was on his third herd of “grunters this season,” putting

additional money in his pocket.

128 yera Covell, “Fairfield Township.” In her unpublished history of Fairfield Township, Covell
states that Allen N. White ran a carriage manufactory, sawmill, and gristmill in the Village of Fairfield in
the early 1860s. In 1865, both businesses burned. White rebuilt his operation to include a steam-powered
planing mill with machinery to make almost any kind of wood product. White became a coffin builder and
in 1873 began the manufacture of cheese boxes for Rufus Baker. His sons Lewis and Orlando joined him in
his business. When he died suddenly in 1877, his sons reorganized the company into White Brothers Mill.
The last cheese box was delivered on November 9, 1900. The brothers operated the undertaking business
until 1938, according to Lewis A. White’s biography in the lllustrated History and Biographical Record of
Lenawee County, Michigan published in 1903. The Whites were nephews of Rufus Baker, their mother
Cynthia being Baker’s sister. Page 189.

129 gdrian Times and Expositor, “Cheese,” author unknown (November 19, 1867), p. 4.
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The reporter wrote that he was surprised to learn on his trip that “occasionally
fraud is discovered among the patrons of the factory, some of them descending to petty
dishonesty of watering the milk they bring to the factory.” The reporter noted that both
Baker and Horton had use of a lactometer, “which instantly detects <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>