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ABSTRACT

IMAGES AND REFLECTIONS:
THE RESPONSE OF THE BRITISH PRESS TO
THE DREYFUS AFFAIRE

By
Ricky Lee Sherrod

The response of the British press to the Dreyfus Affaire is
significant in three respects. It illustrates the degree to which the
political and educated classes in Britain, despite the differences of
opinion and outlook between Liberals, Conservatives, and Radicals, be=
lieved in a liberal ethos and looked to liberalism as the creed which
would insure the growth of progress and civilization, The anti-Drey=
fusards embodied the forces of reaction and illiberalism, and as such,
represented a threat to continued liberal progress. Not until the Boer
War, immediately following the Affaire, did the British reluctantly
begin to realize how harsh their judgment of France had been, and how
i1liberally they themselves could behave under the right circumstances,

Secondly, it illustrates the alarm which many British liberals
experienced over the growing challenge to liberalism in Britain at the
end of the century., Some questioned the efficacy of liberalism as a
solution to social and economic problems in a modern industrial state.
The growth of illiberal opinion dismayed those who had an abiding
commitment to liberal values, One way of indirectly attacking the



opponents of liberalism was to use the Affaire as an object lesson in
the evil and follies of illiberal ways.

Finally, there were many in Britian who used the Affaire as an
opportunity to celebrate the virtues of inglo-Sexon civilization and
culture, Most journalists who wrote about the Affaire adopted a self=-
congratulatory posture which evidenced a belief in Anglo=Saxon superiore
ity. The liberal and self-flattering approach taken by British journal
iste led to frequent misunderstandings and misinterpretations of events
in France, and the ephemeral deterioration of Anglo=French relations,

The historiography on the Dreyfus Affaire is voluminous, Most
of it documents the domestic impact of the Affaire on France, This is
only part of the story. The Affaire developed at a unique time in
history when trmsportation and communication advances made it possible
for people outside France to observe closely the Dreyfus trials, One
British journalist illustrated this truth by writing that there seemed
to be more foreign journalists at Remmes than Frenchmen, The things
which these journalists wrote about the Affaire had a real, if perhaps
minor, impact on the course of events in France, They usually spawned
bitterness and resentment in Frenchmen who believed that foreign ob=
servers should mind their own business, especially concerning a complex
domestic matter like the Affaire., Journalists who heaped abuse upon
France did much to promote ill-will between the French and their fellow=-
Europeans.

Surprisingly, few monographs or articles focus exclusively on the
response of foreign nations to the Affaire, This work is the first
effort fully to document the response of the British press to the Affaire,
It recounts the expressions of opimion across the Channel to events as



they unfolded in France., In this respect, it documents the various
images which the British held of their French neighbors. Perhaps more
importantly, it reveals reflections of British attitudes, opinions, and
values in politically aware and educated circles, The Affaire concen-
trated thought on several concerns and issues that were of central
importance to Europeans at the end of the nineteenth century. It raised
questions about the administration of justice in a democratic society.
It stimulated anti=-Semditism, and evidenced the intolerance that existed
for one European ethnmic and religious minority. The relationship be=
tween Catholicism and the Affaire raised questions about freedom of
religion and thought, and the role of religion in society., Anti-Drey-
fusism and militarism appeared to challenge constitutionalism and pare
liamentary political institutions in France, and consequently led to
discussion about the future of democratic forms of govermment in
Burope. Finally, it seemed to demonstrate the dangers of militarism
and entangling alliances to the peace of Europe. It illustrated to some
the folly of trusting in an m:predictab).e balance of power, Becsuse
the Affaire touched upon so many of the issues which were of central
concern to late-mineteenth century Europeans, it affords an excellent
opportunity to examine British opinion on a wide range of subjects

as it was expressed in the press.
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INTRODUCTION

The interest taken in the case was an illustration of
the solidarity of the human race==English, Germans,
Italians, and men of other nations were all protesting
against one of the most devilish acts of all time,
e o o History never recorded a more infamous state of

affairs, %m; Guardian 10 September 1899 (from
a description of ths sermon vered by Hugh Price
Hughes )0
Having had the great prudence to render herself mistress
of the telegraph cables, of the great press and of the
news ] agencies, she [Great Britain] said what she wnated
say and spread only the 'good seed,' that is to say,
that which was profitable to her, The first lesson re-
ceived by each reader in opening his morning paper—
indisputable lesson up to now=-=was that which taught him
the grandeur of England, and taught in a tgne which
admitted no rejoinder. Gabriel Hanotaux, Etudes
lomatique s 14 t1 de 1'8quilibre =1911

Pe .

It was the fall of 1899. The famous French physician and member
of the Academy of Medicine, Dr. Robin, travelled up a Russian river to La
Bessaralué in a primitive steamboat to treat an ailing patient. The
Vessel in which he rode was rather unsophisticated by the engineering
Standards of industrially advanced Burope, To prevent excess use and
Strain on the machinery, the crew rowed on those occasions when the
Strength of the current did not require the use of the engine, Like the
boat, the ship's engineer was, in the eyes of most Europeans, scmewhat
Pr!.li.tive-;a Tartar believed to be not far removed from savagery. One
Observant passenger noticed Robin's presence and remarked to the engineer,
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"Ilook! that must be a Frenchman!® Casting a glance toward the doctor,
the Tartar sarcastically mumttered, *Yes! you hail from the country where
there is no injustice!®

At the northern tip of Europe, at aspproximately the same time,
the Prince of Monaco contributed to the cause of science in an explora=-
tion of polar regions in his yacht, Princess Alice. When the Prince's
yacht arrived at Tromsdé, a ship piloted by a Norwegian pulled alongside.
Ieaning out from the bridge of his vessel, this pilot called to the pilot
of the Prince's ship, "What about Dreyfus? What news is there of him?*
Even in the most remote parts of the European world, wixch often remained
aloof from the concerns of Comtinental politics and society, evidence of
interest in the domestic turmoil which beset the French at the fin-de-
gidcle—the Dreyfus Affaire—could be found.,' Interest in the Affaire
existed not only throughout Europe but in the wider world as well,

The press in most Continental states, Great Britain, and the
United States avidly charted the dramatic course of the Affaire, From
December 1896, when foreign concern about the Affaire began to grow,
until the Rennes verdict and the official pardon of Dreyfus, the world
Press followed the Affaire with increasing interest, During the final
two years, major British newspapers like the London Times, the Manchester
Quardian, and the Daily Telegrgph provided almost daily reports about the
domestic problems in France., Indeed, there were many features of the
Affsire which attracted worldwide attention, The absence of the diver-
Sion of any major European conflict gave foreign observers the leisurs
and inclination to watch events in France with great interest. In the
Civilized world outside of France, a consensus that Dreyfus was innocent
developed, During the two years prior to June 1899, the question of
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3
revision of Dreyfus' conviction in 1894 became tied to the fate of
democracy in France, and the universal issue of liberty and justice for
all mankind,

The Affaire appeared to be in mdcrocosm a kind of testing of
liberal systems. Such tests were a feature of the late-nineteenth cen=
tury, Despotism, militarism, anti-Semitism, and imperialism were all
powerful forces which threatensd the survival of the liberal world at the
end of the century. The growing popularity of these forces distressed
European liberals who perceived them as inimical to the liberal ethos.
Iiberals generally supported lawful constitutional govermment and opposed
arbitary rule, They believed in elementary freedoms of press and speech,
and the right to assemble and to organize politically. Most of them
favored an economy based on free trade in which the market determined
prices, They perceived the individual as a functioning social unit
within society, and argued that each individual should have the freedom
to realize his potential, They believed in the perfectibility of man,.
Many liberals perceived those individuals who opposed Dreyfus as symbols
of the forces which threatened liberalism at the end of the century.

They regarded the Affaire as a symptom of the times, a small part of a
“dreadful crisis® in which democracy and parliamentary institutions were
Put on trial. Many liberal observers perceived the Affaire as intimately
linked to the fate of liberalism and the future of civilizstion.*® The
Affgire was a classical drama——e play in which most liberals saw the
forces of truth and justice matched asgainst the forces of falsehood,
injustice and retrogression—which nineteenth century advances in trans=
Portation and commnication ensbled virtually all the world to follow,
The Affaire, with all of its elements of suspense and drams, with all of
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its dramatis personse captured the interest of the civilized world for
almost two years, Indeed, the story of the Dreyfus trials is an ine
triguing one.

Captain Alfred Dreyfus was born in October 1859 into a
well=to=do Jewish Alsatian bourgeois family which ran a thriving textile
business in Mulhouse, Alfred's driving ambition was to become an officer
in the French Army, He was passionately patriotic, His quick mind and
proclivity to hard work brought him success at the Zcole Polytechnique
and the Zcole de Guerre. In 1892, he graduated minth in his class from
the latter institution. His cold, reserved, and sometimes arrogant
mamer failed to ingratiate him with his classmates and later his fellow-
officers. Many considered him a persona non grata, a bore, and envied
his inherited wealth. In spite of the dislike he inspired in some of
his fellows, and the mild anti=Semitic prejudice which some of his teach-
ers and colleagues occasionally evidenced, he achieved professional
success and familial hagppiness, His world revolved around familye=his
wife Lucie and his son and deughter--and career., In 1893, he became
the only Jew to serve as a member of the Gemeral Staff, From that time
until his arrest as a traitor, he was a probationer, Each probationer
had to spend six months with each of the four Buresux of the General Staff,
and had easy access to virtually every kind of top level military secret.
Dreyfus was hardly a likely candidate to excite the passions of both
France and the world,” If not for the Affaire, Dreyfus himself admitted
that he probably would have passed umoticed by future historians as just
another artillery officer pursuing his career in the French Army, This
Was not to be, In the eyes of many, the Affaire elevated this rather ore
dinary Captain to the rank of the Homeric heroes. On occasion, he was
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also compared to Job, Socrates, Pucelle, and the victim of Herod and
Pilate, Christ,

Near the end of September 1894, a document==the infamous

bordereau--arrived at the Second Bureau, the Headquarters of French
Military Counterintelligence. Borderagnx were itemized lists which de-

sscribed the contents enclosed in a mailing or delivery from ome party

‘o another. The recipient could use the bordereagu as a check-list to

&uarantee the receipt of every item, The reason for the interest in the
borderegn which came in 1894 was simple, It had been obtained through

©spionage from the German Embassy in Paris, It was written to the Ger-

man military attachs, Colonel Max von Schwarzkoppen, Written in French
©omn thin, trapspu'ent paper, the bordereau mentioned five items that re-
Lated to potentially important French military information. After cone
=3 derable deliberation, officers in the Second Bureau concluded that there

S a security leak somewhere in the General Staff, Key members of the

They decided that the kinds of in-
T'oxmation mentioned in the borderegn could most easily be obtained by a
PXxobationer, Comparing the handwriting on the borderean to samples of

Dareyfus! written work, the chief of the Fourth Buresu, Colonel Pierre=.

Gemeral S aff received notification.

El1e Fabre, discovered a remarksble similiarity between the two. On 15
October, Major Jarquis Mercier du Paty de Clam, also on the General Staff,
arrested Dreyfus after making an attempt to extort a confession through
bullying and browbeating, and inviting his captive to act honorably by
Comitting suicide, The prisoner was shortly thereafter incarcerated at
Cherche-Midi military prison,
In the flurry of activity which followed the news of the arrest,

the Italian military attach‘, ILieutenant-Colonsl Allesandro Panizzardi,
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became alarmed, He had worked with Schwarzkoppen in espionage-related
activities, so he telegraphed his German counterpart, asking if Germany
Ihad used the service of Dreyfus, French intelligence officers decoded
but mistranslated this communication, The initial decipher appeared to
be an admission by Panizzardi of past dealings with Dreyfus, Encoursged
by this misinformation, Dreyfus' accuser pressed forward.

Dreyfus! court-martial took place on 19=22 December. Popular
opinion, strongly influenced by the railing anti-Semitic press, was vio-
Jently against him, On the final day of the trial, the Minister of War,
General inguste Mercier, secretly and hence illegally, passed to the
Juadges an envelope contaiming about a half-dozen documents designed to

Anoriminate Dreyfus. On the strength of this information, the verdict of
Tthe judges was "guilty as charged.” Dreyfus was trasported to Devil's
Ladand (an inhospitable rock two miles long and four hundred yards wide,
Set in the Caribbean) off the coast of French Guiana in South America.
THaere he remained under sustere conditions for the next four years.
Mo amhile, in France, the Dreyfus case gradually developed into the
Dxeyfus Affaire. At times the very security of the Republic appeared in
Qamger., Most Army officers and many leading figures in the Catholic
Shrarch diligently labored during these years to maintain the verdict of
189), HNevertheless, the injustice done to Dreyfus did not remain for=

Sver covered,
In Angust of 1896, Major Marie-Georges Picquart, who had served

&s the chief of the Second Burean since July 1895, discovered that the
Teal anthor of the borderegn was Count Ferdinand Walsin-Esterhazy, a
Tather unsavory and disreputable battalion commander in the French Army.
Esterhazy was of questionable character on several grounds, He had a
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weakness for association with financial speculators, loose women,
ganbling, and was in chronic financial trouble, Esterhazy spparently be-
came a traitor in order to stave off financial difficulties. For a price,
e provided Schwarzkoppen with classified military information. When
Picquart revealed his discovery to his superiors, they rebuked him and de=
mmanded he reamin silent, He promised not to carry his secret to the grave
and later, after being sent by his superiors to North Africa on a dangere
ous inspection tour, he chose to reveal his secret, He confided in his
Lriend and attorney, Louis leblois, but only after receiving assurance
that Leblois would not reveal the source of his information. Meanwhile,
The publication of the bordereau in Le Matin enabled a stockbroker named
Castro, who had had previous financial dealings with Esterhazy and rec-
O&mized the Count's handwriting, also to identify the Count as the
&oaa-thor of the borderegu. Castro notified Mathieu Dreyfus, Alfred's
Bar~other and chief advocate, Mathieu publicly charged Esterhazy and
&emerated an outery which eventually led to Esterhazy's court-martial on
10—11 Jamary 1898, The military tribunal found Esterhazy immocent. Two
QAaxys later, novelist Bwile Zola added a new dimension of excitement and
QAx ama to the Affaire,

On 13 Jamary, Zola's ®J'Accuse® appeared in Georges Clemenceau's
L'mrore, In an appeal to the President of the Republic, Zola attacked
‘the injustice against Dreyfus and the principal villains, as he perceived
‘them, associated with the Affaire, His invective gave renewed life to

the Dreyfusards, whose cause had been weakened by the verdict in the
Esterhazy court-martial, It also precipitated his oun trial before the
court of Assize on 7=23 February, Zola's conviction was in no small way
the result of the pressure that the military exerted on the course of
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civil justice, Zola was found guilty by an eight-to=four vote.
hcighest court in the land, the Court of Cassation, later ammulled the
verdict on technical grounds, allowing Zola to escape to England before

Ixis retrial could be held,
Meamwhile, the national elections in May brought a new group of

politicians to power, Godfrey Cavaignac became the Minister of War, In
July, he spoke before the Chamber of Deputies, forcefully asserting tho
sguailt of Dreyfus based on documents which were shortly - thereafter proven
He also brought charges against Picquart, who was dis=-

The

to be forgeries.
i ssed from.the Ammy, arrested, imprisoned, and, in November 1898,

Court-martialed, In August 1898 it became spparent that the chief
docunent on which Cavaignac based his assertions had been forged by
I3 eutenant-Colonel Hubert Henry in the Second Burean, Cavaignac inter-
IO ated Henry, who confessed, and had him imprisoned at Mont Valérien,
Thae following day, 31 August, Henry committed suicide. His act made
T =rwision imperative, Esterhazy fled to England, and on 3 September,

Caxwraignac resigned,

In the midst of the Fashoda Crisis of September and October 1898,

‘the Criminal Chamber of the Court of Cassation recpened the Dreyfus case.
Thxis led to heated charges sbout the suitability of the Crimingl Chamber
Yo judge in this matter, and on 10 Pebruary 1899, the Chamber of Deputies
Passed a law authorizing the three chambers of the Court of Cassation to

eet together to review the 1894 courtemartial, On 3 June, the United

Court of Cassation anmulled the verdict against Dreyfus and ordered a

Tew court-martial to be held at Remnes in Brittany.

On 9 June, Dreyfus left Devil's Island and sailed on the Sfax

Tor France. The Remnes court-martial took place 7 August-9 September.
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Much to the disappointment of Dreyfusards in France and abroad, the
L£indings of the Court of Cassation, which were favorable to Dreyfus, were
ot given serious consideration by the seven officers who sat in judgment.
Dreyfus was again found guilty by a vote of five to two, but on this
occasion, with "extemuating circumstances.” Ten days later, Dreyfus
x-eceived a pardon. Pardon or no, following the Remnes verdict, many men
a&and women outside France vehemently objected to the decision, According
+o R, D, Mandell, analyst of the foreign reaction to the Affaire, Dreyfus!
x econviction brought French presitge to its nadir,
The judgment was denounced in almost every European and American
Oxgan of the press, with the exception of Fremch Canada.h Not only a
Tartar engineer concerned with justice in France, but also liberals
Tlharoughout the world who hoped for the spread of progress and enlighten=
Inent, stood sghast. The Rennes decision shocked the world, Peoples of
&l creeds and colors—-nations as democratic as the United States and as
E|atocratic and anti-Semitic as Russia, and those in between-=expressed
Sy mpathy for Dreyfus, and indignation and revulsion toward France, In
e opinion of some, France had forfeited, by virtue of her national
Cx-ime, her right to be considered a civilized nation. In terms of moral
Prestige, it cost the French ®at least two Sodana.'s Dramatic gestures
Of sympathy for Dreyfus and his wife came from all parts of the world,
VWhy? Because the verdict at Remnes symbolized the victory of retrograde
Lorces, These forces challenged all of those who perceived the nine=
teenth century as a "Liberal Century,® an age of progress, reason, and
enlighterment, The liberal revolutions which occurred on the Continent
during the nineteenth century encouraged those Eurcpeans who hoped for
liberal progress, During this era many Europeans still confidently
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believed that the remarkable material progress made during the century--
the revolutionary advances in transportation, commnication, industrial
expansion, and in constitutional govermment--demonstrated man's ability
<o unlock the secrets of the universe, to inaugurate a millenial age in
wihiich civilization, peace, justice, and progress would rapidly encircle
<the globe. The savagery, injustice, crime, and war of earlier and less
moral centuriss would be supplanted by a new and better tims, Many
2ooked to France as the nation which would lead the way toward this
oble goal. As any people, including the British, would have been in
Tthis nationalistic age, the French were quite happy to adopt this self=-
Flattering viu.6
Since 1789, France had borne the standard of Liberty, Equality,
&gl Fraternity. As a nation, she belonged to the comity of nations,
Choroughly convinced of her civilizing mission, and self-proclaimed
o x1d leader, confident of her control if not monopoly on superior ways.
She believed herself to be a beacon, an exemplar for the world.! But
EXae Affaire shook the confidence of the world in these French claims,
Xt was an affront to world opimion, which was described by one journalist
& an Arecpagus in embryonic .-‘.‘oml.8 It raised serious doubts in the
minds of those who wondered if progress, democracy, and justice were cone-
Septs which could coexist with the illiberal dimensions in French society
“Which were so apparent between 1894 and 1899, Only after the complete
Teversal of the Remnes verdict in June 1906 did the Manchester Guardian
Loel confident to assert a sense of relief, It claimed the acquittal
®brings something of comfort to our faith in the triumph of justice.?
Reason and Jjustice demanded the acquittal of Dreyfus at Remmes,

Many liberal-hearted Europeans, including no small number from France,
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perceived his second conviction as a demonstration of the victory of
unreason over progress, the rise of anti-democratic, tyrannical elemsnts
in a nominally progressive, enlightened society., The verdict exploded
the democratic theory of rational man by showing that the ®Sovereign®
personified as *Public Opindon,® at least in France, ceased to follow
capable guides, preferring to accept the lies of the anti-Semitic and at
least a few of the Catholic organs of the French press, It dramatically
demonstrated the dangers which could result from a press which catered
1o the vulgar tastes of the semi-literate reading public created by the
Spread of education in nineteenth century Europe. In one respect, the
Renmnes decision was a victory for the ®reptile press."w
Indeed, the role of the press was crucial in fueling anti-Semitic
S=Sentiment in France. The anti=Semitic furor which accompanied the Af=-
L aire raised serious questions about brotherhood, individual freedom,
&nd the rights of man and the citizen in France, It gppeared that mem-
ars of the Jewish religious and ethnic minority were "less equal® than
Their fellow=citizens,
Some Boman Catholic priests snd members of the French aristocrate
Ac and military classes=-seen by many nineteenth century liberals as ata=-
Wlistic representatives of the old order with its obscurantism, special
Privileges, and hereditary rights so: inimical to democracy and progresse-
Played a major role in obstructing justice for Dreyfus, Both groups
Smarted to some degree under republican govermment and in many respects
wished for the restoration of some form of monarchical or autocratic
Tule. Some Protestant foreign observers believed that the Roman Church
hoped to use the Affaire as a tool to establish its own resurgence and
hold over the minds of the French people, The role played by Catholic
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officials in maintaining the sentence which condemned Dreyfus persuaded
them that religious freedom in France was in jeopardy.

Critics of the Church also argued that influential priests exert=
©d pressure on French military leaders to keep Dreyfus on Devil's Island,
‘hether or not French officers acted at the behest of their confessors,
some liberals cited the Army's role in the Affaire and its mariked popu-
Jarity in the decade at the end of the century to illustrate the dangers
of militarism in a democratic and enlightened nation. "In any army, the
xights of the individual must of necessity be subordinated to the collece
tive interests of the whole.®'' Some commentators used the Affaire as an

occasion to malign the military service for the evils they associated
Wi th large standing armies and govermment expenditure on weapons. They
Showed little sympathy for Continental security needs or the anxieties
©'woked in France by the outcame of the Franco-Prussian War,

Sizeable armies raised by conscription and military alliancese=e
Pxractices in which all large Continental nations were engaged=-posed a
‘Thareat to Buropean peace. They endangered the growth of a brotherhood
OX free and equal nations which was the cherished ideal of many nine=-

‘Teenth century liberals, The French govermment, like most other Conti-

yental states, supported a system of universal military service. Through
an open alliance and a secret military convention, it also joined itself
to Russian autocracy in the entente of 1894, The likelihood of this
union prior to 1894 seemed small in light of the ideological differences
between these two European states, When the alliance became a reality,
it not only introduced a disconcerting salient into the world of inter-
national affairs, but called into question the legitimacy of republican
govermment in France, The role of the military in the Affaire prompted
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fear that the civil govermment in France was the lackey of generals who
Ppulled the strings behind the scenes, Some foreign observers, remember-
3ng Napoleon I and Boulanger, sounded alarms and predicted the imminent
Xall of the Third Republic, Others believed that counter=revolution=-
a military coup d'état--was unnecessary since the generals already exer-
cised de facto rule.
Members of the General Staff seemed to have the power to stay
Justice even in the face of the clearest evidence of Dreyfus' innocence.
The litigations against Dreyfus, Esterhazy, Zola, and Picquart all seemed
To show that military justice ruled in France, If maintaining the
Xights of an innocent individual meant tarnishing the honor of the Army,
Tthen the individual would suffer, The French were willing to maintain
The judgment against Dreyfus by the most extraordinary means, Through
sse of what many foreign commentators considered "primitive® legal pro=-
< @dure, they gave credence to evidence which probably would not have been
Seriously considered in the law courts of most western European nations,
&Exd accepted the words of witnesses whose testimony was obviously false,
Both Henry and Lemercier-Picard, who each forged several of the main doce
aments which incriminated Dreyfus, mysteriously committed suicide before
their testimony could be heard, Some of the forgeries on which Dreyfus?®
€uilt supposedly depended were openly demounced by the German and Itale
lan govermments, This made no difference. New laws were created to ine-
cresase the severity of Dreyfus! punishment and to put him at a disadvan=
tage before his judges. On other occasions, his adversaries simply ig-
nored and broke the law, The British, who had updated and revised their
own legal system in the 1870s, and who took great pride in their legal
traditions and procedures, were not slow to use the Affaire for their
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own purposes, namely to argue that English law and the administration of
British justice were, if not the finest in the world, certainly superior
to their French counterparts.'>
The British had their own claims on world leadership and civili=-
zed ways which likely did much to predetermine their critical if not hos-
tile outlook. As such, they took a special interest in the Affaire.
This intersst was significant, especially to some contemporaries like
Gabriel Hanotaux, the French Foreign Minister at the time of Dreyfus!
arrest, These men argued that the British, by virtue of their influence
over telegraph lines and foreign news services, virtually controlled
world opinion, Whether or not this was true, the British paid careful
attention to the Affaire,
In 1898 and 1899, the Affaire prompted debates at the Cambridge
Union, It evoked comment from pulpits of Protestant churches and in
Synagogues. Allusions, and at times direct references, were made to the
Affaire in theaters, music halls, and at private and public gatherings.
The prominent novelist David Christie Murray received permission to use
Egyptian Hall and its lantern spparatus to deliver a lecture using high-
dy-magnified photographs of the documents which allegedly incriminated
Daxreyfus, Supported by the endorsement of a dozen of the world's most
< gpable calligraphers, he argued that Dreyfus was not the author of these
works, The Perscnal Rights Association sent encouragement to Picquart,
“Z.ola, on the opening day of his trial, received several hundred tele=
&xas from English supporters, News of the Rennes verdict arrived in
T.ondon on the evening of 9 September, In response that might, the aude
X exnce at the Alhambra Palace ™hooted and hissed® at French ballet
dancers.13
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Sympathy for Dreyfus cut across both party and class lines,
Shortly after the verdict at Remnes was announced, on Sunday 17 Septem~
ber, 50,000 to 80,000 British subjects from all classes gathered in
Hyde Park, at the behest of the "Dreyfus Demonstration Committee,® with
bamners, bands, and processions for a massive demonstration expressing
sympathy for Dreyfus., The organizers of the demonstration argued that
their purpose was to object to the injustice perpetuated by a select
group rather than to revel in the jingoistic condemmation of the French
people as a whole, The Daily Telegraph described the assembly as "a
splendid Wratim of national conscience.'m The non-partisan
crowd included a heterogeneous mix of the British population. The Iimes
claimed that most people there were respectable, lower-middle class
citizens, There were Conservatives, Liberals, and Radicals, From Lon=-
don, there were residents of the fashionable West End who stood along=
Side of shabbily dressed East Enders., Professionals, merchants, labore
ing men, soldiers, sailors, and beggars observed and listened, There
Were also Anglican pastors, Nonconformist ministers, and Catholic
Priests. All had come to protest, From the platforms in the Park, theo-A
Logians, politicians, and working men publicly expressed their outrage
OWwer French injustice, One indiscreet Frenchman in the crowd, who dure
ing the proceedings muttered, "A bas Dreyfus,® had to be rescued by a
Policeman from a hostile contingent of the audience, Not everyone in the
Cxowl was as discriminating as the organizers of the demonstration,
Scoane overly enthusiastic participants used knotted handkerchiefs to
&= salt some young Frenchmen who had come in support of Dreyfus. Followe
ixxg the demonstration, the crowd marched to the French Embassy where they
Volced their indignation.
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Other meetings occurred in both London and the provinces,

showing an intense concern for the fate of Dreyfus, In the East End,
populated by the working class, a Dreyfusard meeting took place at ths
large hall of the Working Lads! Institute. The Executive Connittee- of
the Mmalgamated Society of Railway Servants, widch represemted 60,000
working men, passed a resolution of sympathy for Dreyfus and his wife
and dispatched it to President Loubet and Lucie Dreyfus, The Executive
Council of the Social Democratic Federation passed a resolution deplore
ing the verdict as "the inevitable outcome of militarism and clericalism
not only in France, but in all countries.,® The Council also protested
against any ®wholesale and violent denmunciation of the entire French
ngtion® which could not be held responsible for the actions of corrupt
leaderaiip.'® At town meetings throughout the nation, public officials
Passed resolutions of sympathy. From his pulpit at St, James's Hall in
London, Hugh Price Hughes, the editor of the Methodist Times and Presi-
dent of the Wesleyan Conference, as well as critic of Jewish immigration
to Britain, denounced the Rennes verdict as an act of the devil: the
Live judges who convicted Dreyfus earned a place beside Judas Iscariot,
Pontius Pilate, and Judge Jeffreys. The Committee of the Personal Rights
Association sent a letter to Dreyfus and his wife commending him for his
&cimirable attitude during the trial and asserting a belief in his in-
ocence, Queen Victoria received several telegrams from her subjects at
Iaome and abroad begging her to encourage the French president to pardon
&=md free Dreyfus, British govermment officials carefully guarded their
Public statements about the Rennes verdict. Salisbury, concermed about
Securing favorable Anglo=French relations, made no open rebukes, In
confidential documents, both Victoria and the Prime Minister expressed
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the hope that Dreyfus would be acquitted. One historian of the Affaire,
Nicholas Halasz, speculates that the Queen may have known that Dreyfus
was innocent as a result of her conversations with her grandson the
l!a:l.aer.16
The Dgily Chronicle supervised the collection of 112,000
signatures on an address of sympathy to the Dreyfus family., The foreign
editor of the Times, Valentine Chirol, wrote Times journalist Henry
Wickham Steed, that his office had been swamped with letters expressing
nearly unanimous disgust over the reconviction., The Manchester Guardian
also received many letters to the editor. One, from S, A, Gamble, in-
cludedamaageeapmamthamaﬂvofthemnofnamhemrto
Iucie Dreyfus. The Morning Hergld created a shilling subscription
program to pay for a testimonial to Dreyfus! wife, Other expressions of
sympathy for Dreyfus were more active and assertive,
One of the most amusing instances of narrow-minded, popular
British excitement and rewvulsion over the Rennes verdict took place in
the Lake Country., At the time of the judgment, the editor of a leading
French paper honeymooned there with his imerican wife. Shortly after the
Rennes dacision was announced, the irate landlord of the hotel expelled
‘the couple in a "most offensive and brutal manner, on the ground that he
“rould have no ‘cursed Frenchmen! staying in his hotel!®™ Ironically, the
e@ditor was one of the first representatives of the French press to
<enounce the misdeeds of the anti-Dreyfusards, In London, Birmingham,
axd Manchester, French citizens were physically assamlted, threatened,
and some were told to leave the country, Some families dismissed their
French maids, and at some schools, French and English children were
Separated, One business manager of a furniture factory in the Tottenham
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Court Road, in opposition to his own business interests, responded to
the "prevailing mania® by refusing to hire French artisans, regardless
of their cspabilities.'’ Cne final example of this kind of behavior
occurred when the Remnes verdict was amnounced to an excited crowd at
the National Iiberal Club, An Irish journalist, expressing the position
which some of the Roman Catholic organs of the Irish press had taken on
the Affgire, asserted that the cad Dreyfus had received what he deserved.
He was immediately and forcibly thrown out the door of the club by angry
fellow-members. '

Some British industrialists and cultural leaders seriously
discussed making an organized effort to boycott the Great Exhibition
scheduled for 1900 in Paris., The French viewed the Exhibition as an
Secumenical congress ., . o of human production,® the summit "from which
one measures the route of progress.® In official publications, the
French claimed to perform %a secular mission in the work of the progress
of civiligzation, a19 Some angry British observers believed the Rennes
verdict was inconsonant with these claims, and advocated boycott. Punch
Published several cartoons illustrating such sentiment, There were
almost 2,000 exhibitors from Britain and the Empire with places reserved

Xor the Exhibition., For some, the Remnes verdict was grounds for withe
QArawal, Eggleston Burrows, the Chairman of Vinolia Company, sent the
Following letter to Colonel Jekyll, the Secretary of the Royal Commission

<To the Paris Exhibitions

Sir,==Considering the condition of things in France, the outlook at
the present for foreigners to do business there, and the great doubt
there is of there being a large influx of important buyers from other
countries at the Paris Exhibition, in consequence of its present un=
popularity evoked by the verdict at Rennes, it seems to the directors
that any large outlay of time and money on the part of this Company
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over the Exhibition in 1900 would not be warranted, and it is there=-
fore their desire to be excused from having an exhibit as arranged.
If things were to assume a normal attitude all round, it would,
of course, make a difference, but unfortunately such an event does
not appear likely at present.20
Other people expressed a concern about the ability of the Fremch to
protect the influx of foreign visitors who would attend the Exhibition.
Some outraged citizens insisted that Britain punish France by
severing trade relations with her, After the immediate passion of ine
dignation faded, most British citizens concluded that punitive action
would hurt not only those responsible for the travesty of justice, but
also the many defenders of Dreyfus, Remnes did not justify an indis-
criminate boycott of or attack upon France. A meeting between leading
British and French scientists at Dover on 16 September exhibited the
discriminating attitude found among some British citizens, The Frenchmen
were cordially received by their English hosts, The Mgnchester Guardian
praised this gathering as a reminder to "some inconsiderate Englishmen
that France is not inhabited solely by persons of the type of Mercier or
Esterhazy.® While there were some cool heads who sincerely believed
these words, those who wrote in the British press were in the minority.
More thoughtful British commentators realized that it was
Possible that the Court of Cassation would act to overturn the Rennes
Werdicte In London, the Committee of the International Arbitration and
XPPeace Association deprecated efforts to boycott the Exhibition, Re=
T aliatory action was not likely to free or acquit Dreyfus. Moreover,
‘those who forfeited reservations to show exhibits at the Exposition would
qguickly be replaced by others wishing to have the empty positions, Only
about a dozen British firms actually withdrew their exhibits, Finally,
At did not serve British self-interests to impose economic sanctions.
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The British were aware that trade war with France would damage not only
France but also Britain, The Times, the Dgily Telegraph, the Manchester
Guardian, the Westminster Gazette, and the Daily Chronicle all objected
to a boycott of France., Although the British perceived themselves as
disinterested and justice=loving, it is significant and not necessarily
surprising that when certain critics had something to lose, words were
not followed by actions, The British were, of course, also quickly
dstracted from the Affaire by the Boer War.2'
After Dreyfus! official pardon by President Loubet on 19
September 1899, hundreds of congratulatory telegrams came to Dreyfus from
England, The pardon effectively curbed further talk about boycotts or
sanctions, The *Dreyfus Demonstration Committee® planned and held a
banquet on 10 October to celebrate his release, This gathering, held
at the Hotel Cecil, attracted individuals from both London and other
parts of the nation, The guest list included many prominent British
citizens, Although Dreytasard Georges Clemenceau was absent, he sent a
letter expressing his regret for being unable to attend.
British interest in the Affaire was the product of several
Lorces. Not the least of these was the Anglo=French colonial rivalry.
J o A, pender, who during the Affaire edited the evening daily,
Westmingter Gazette, believed that bad blood between England and France
Ower colonial disagreements distorted the British view of France and
<Alsposed the British people to espouse a Dreyfusard position. Specif=
X cally, the Fashoda crisis of September and October 1898 disposed the
Bx-itish press vigorously to denounce tha French for what Spender per-
Ceived as a purely internal French matter, In spite of his efforts to
pour oil on troubled waters®=-a thankless task for which he claimed to
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be criticized and maligned as an apologist for his French friendsee
British opinion remained overwhelmingly and stridently Dreyfusard and
anti-French.?’ The President of the Eritish Chamber of Commerce in

Paris, Francophile Sir Thomas Barclay, described England's Dreyfusard
sympathies as an "anti-French fever, with a violence only second to that
of the anti-Dreyfus fever in France.® He argued that the British gov=
ermment and press cooperated in an effort to foment anti-French senti-
ment by the reporting of the Affaire, He failed to mention, however,
Salisbury's concern about improving Anglo=French relations during these
years.2> According to Barclay, "It was quite a common thing in those
days [c. 1898]to hear ansemic little London clerks threatening the
French nation with 'the lest licking they ever got.!® In the "fetid
political atmosphere of the two capitals . . . aggressive anti-French '
and anti-English tendencies found a congenial so:Ll."z"l Spender concurred,
claiming that it was as unpopular to be pro=French at the turn of the
century as it became to be pro=German during the first two decades of the
twentieth century, Indeed, Fashoda certainly played an important role
in shaping British attitudes about France, It seems more than coinci=-
Qental that the Times, which traditionally supported the administration
3An power, jettisoned its policy of arguing that Dreyfus was guilty and
&adopted a Dreyfusard posture simultaneously to the Fashoda crisis, The
Mignchester Guardign, howsver, opposed the govermment's Fashoda policy,
et adopted a policy of defending Dreyfus following Henry's suicide on
<the eve of the Fashoda criaia.as Some organs of the British press
Supported Dreyfus several months prior to Fashoda., Others continued to
believe the French government and Army for some time after October 1898
before finally joining the Dreyfusard chorus. The British fascination
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with events in France went beyond the concern of a people for their

overseas territories.
A second explanation of the British interest in the Affaire

lies in the sense of superiority which many Anglo=-Saxons possessed.
Events in France gave occasion to take advantage of the French discomfie-
ture and argue the case for British cultural superiority and leadership
on the march toward civilization, Some more zealous believers embraced
the theories of university professors like Benjemin Kidd and Karl
Pearson, who argued that this superiority was something inherently racial.

Writing in 1906, Victor Berard, a French observer, argued that the teach=-

ing of English sociologists and academicians, influenced by nineteenth

century biological conceptions, had %"entered into the very bones of the

nation,® that the "English pecple « « « [uere] steeped in this doctrine

e o o in strict keeping with the latest discoveries of science."26 An

editorial which appeared in Apglo=Sgxon Review captured the essence of
this spirit, After citing the Affaire in France as evidence of poli t-
1c:al and moral decadence in Latin nations, the author went on to extol
the excellence of the Anglo=-Saxon race.in virtually every field of human
endeavor. Anglo=Saxons.were the best administrators, rulers over subject
X aces, law-abiding electors, merchants, mamufacturers, businessmen,
‘traders, pioneers, conqusrors, and colonists, They by nature administer-
@d "justice with smaller regard to racial, religious, and social pre-
Judices,® In his conclusions, which certainly must have offended his
Foreign readers, of whom there were many, he complacently accepted the
Englisiments ®*'superiority,! or rather the inferiority of the unfortunate
foreigner® in the hope that the excellence of the race would not be "an
excessive strain® upon English modesty.>!
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Whether or not contemporaries believed in the racial superiority
of the Anglo-Saxon, many in Britain accepted the argument that the
British were, among their fellow=Europeans, first among equals., Accorde
ing to one argument, the British character was not necessarily better in
any given area than the character of other European races., The English,
with their ®dogged, cold, exclusive ., . . temperament,® were "decidedly
inferior® in many ways. The French excelled them in "lucidity, precision,
and wit.® The Germans had a better physique, as well as greater %pa-
tience, discipline, and thoroughness.® The Spaniards had greater so-
briety, the Russians more humanity, and the Italians more finesse, The
“clannish Scotch [sic]* were "equally dogged,® and the “capricious Irish®
more vivacious and intelligent, The Americans across the Atlantic
demonstrated greater inventiveness and versatility, Nevertheless, during
the nineteenth century, the British experienced an ™increase in popula=-
tion, railway development, seaborne trade, area governed, &Cey, &Ce o » o
on a scale absolutely unparalleled elsewhere in ancient or modern
tims."ze Some sociologists believed this was true because of the
Englishman's remarkable ability to assimilate the virtues of other
pecples, Moreover, the English character comprised "a more perfectly
developed standard of general excellence® than the other Teutonic
Peoples of north and western Europe. J, A, Hobson wrote that "even those
nations nearest to us in mind and sentiment==German and Scandinaviane—-
wre regard on the whole not so excellent as ourselves, comparing their
tIpical characteristics with ours.*” Examples of this outlook abound
An the British commentary produced by the Dreyfus case,
One of the more interesting examples is found in the British
descriptions of the *herces® of the Affaire, Several journalists wrote
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as though the British had a monopoly on certain character traits, They
repeatedly commented upon the Anglo=Saxon qualities exhibited by Dreyfus
and Picquart. G. W. Steevens, who attended the Rennes trial as core
respondent for the Dgily Mail, wrote brilliant descriptive accounts of
the proceedings which included a careful recounting of the appearance of
the defendant., Steevens described Dreyfus as "stiff, certainly, and
formal==it was well said that he looked more like a German officer
than a French=—and he denied everthing with emphasis, but without emo=-
tion." He endured the weeks of testimony with a stiff upper lip. Only
his profile betrayed his Jewish origins. %The French, of course, found
him unsympathetic, and certainly he looked stubborn and none too cordial
or genial.'” The Times correspondent at Remnes repeatedly commented on
how Anglo=Saxon Dreyfus looked, Had not the defendant been condemned for
his zeal, industry, and hard work as a probationer for the General
Staff? These, he believed, were English qualities, In 1898, the
National Review published the letters from Dreyfus to his wife., Frederick
Ce Conybeare, one of the most prolific British commentators on the
Affaire, argued that these were the words of an innocent, wronged indie
vidual, They reflected the poise, pride, self=control, and loyalty to
country which would have done credit to an Englishman,

Steevens and Conybeare==both authors of books about the
Affaire--glso ascribed Anglo=Saxon qualities to Picquart, who, after
suffering eleven months in solitary confinement for refusing to violate
Ixdis conscience and demy the truth, retained "a pleasant, sensible face."
He might easily have been "an English provincial builder. n31 Steevens
echoed a theme often stressed in Ngtional Review: Picquart, like most
oX the best Frenchmen, came from Alsace., The implications seem to be
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that Teutonic influence in this province had mitigated some of the i1l
effects of what the writer perceived as French degeneracy. Conybeare,
who in 191k wrote a eulogy to Picquart in Cornhill Magazine, lavished
praise on the deceased for his exhibition of Anglo=Saxon traits. In
humility and modesty, which Conybeare believed reflected the character
of the British, Picquart, on his death bed, insisted that there be no
speeches made over his tomb. "The one thing which he feared, as in
death so in life, was to be applauded by the crowd and made a fuss
sbout. He fared publicity® and self-advertisement.>
The self=-flattering portraits which Britihs commentators tried
to sketch of the Anglo=Saxon race in their analysis of the Affaire did
mch to embitter Anglo-French relations in the aftermath of the Rennes,
Ronald K, Huch, who has analyzed the response of the British press to the
Rennes verdict, sumarizes its impact by writing, ®"The Dreyfus affair
should have caused Englishmen to reflect on their own society. Instead,
most shouted invectives at the 'uncivilized! French, and wrapped them=
selves in the threadbare cloak of Anglo=Sexon superiority.™- Indeed,
those who celebrated the virtues of Anglo-Saxon racial qualities failed
to recognize that those who peopled the Eritish Isles were not a pure -
racial strain but a mixture of different nationalities which had settled
in that region of the world, Just as there was no such thing as an
Aryan race, the term "Aryan® being a lingual rather than a racial clas=-
sification, neither was there an unadulterated Anglo=-Saxon people in
wahose blood resided "superior® racial traitse.
The British sense of superiority was the product of material

success and achievement, relative political stability during the nine-
teenth century, and geography. The British enjoyed the fruit of being
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the first industrialized nation. While these advantages proved temporary
in the long=-run, they gave Britain unchallenged supremacy in many do-
mains during much of the century. Politically the British took great
pride in what they believed to be their time=tested constitution. Being
unwritten, it could change with the times; it was not too abstract.
Nineteenth century British historiography generally lauded the consitu=
tion as evidence of the political genius of the English people. Most in
Britain seemed to accept, if not applaud this notion, as well as the
political development of the nation. They believed British ministries
had steered a course between the tyranny of the mob characteristic of
the democracy found in France and the United States, and Russian autoe =
racy, Insularity bred a sense of apartness, often perceived by the none
British as arrogance, and a belief in special mission or the destiny of
England, a counterpart to *Manifest Destiny® in the United States,
While this constellation of factors combined in a way which was auspicious
for the British during the nineteenth century, changes and advances on
the Continent and elsewhere later proved how transient speriority could
be.

The first modern scholarly works about British history also
contributed to the development of a British superiority complex, The
writings of Thomas Macaulay were probably most important in this regard.
Writing in the afterglow - of the Great Reform Bill of 1832, Macaulay
Published his Higtory of England in 1848, This Whig interpretation of
British history, which included a healthy respect for comstitutionalism
as well as anti-monarchical and anti-Papist elements, achieved enormous
Success, It sold 13,000 copies in four months, Given its praise for
material progress and the traits of industry, business efficiency, and
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enterprise, it is not surprising that Macaumlay's work had a strong appeal
to the British middle class, More than any other writer of his time,
Macaulay provided his countrymen with an experience of self=discovery.
He “made the Englishman familiar with his own history."Bh Moreover, he
had a formidable impact on British culture and the existing intellectual
outlook, on self-perceptions and the British view of political morality.
Notwithstanding the revisions spearheaded by historian like Sir Louis
Namier in the 19208 and J, H, Plumb in the 1950s, Whig history survived
in textbooks into the 1950s, Macaulay helped to create a national
identity which influenced Englishmen not only of his own day but after-
vards as well, He propagated the idea among his countrymen that the
Erglish people of his day were "'the greatest and most highly civilized
people! the world had ever seen."BS According to Macanlay and the many
who accepted his views, this amspicious state of affairs made for un=-
rivalled happiness, In fact, Britain was portrayed as the "'nation of
the future;! the carrier of values to which all other 'progressive!
nations were slowly turning.® Those who supported this view perceived
the British liberal state as the nation which had achieved the "farthest
point yet reached by mankind in its onward quest for perfec:i'.i.on."36

As such, Macaulay and those who followed in his tradition reinforced the
sense of apartness which geography had preordained for Britain, The
Somewhat swaggering mood induced by Macaulay and historians who followed
An his Whiggish tradition was one of complacency and self-satisfaction,
This school of historians propagated the idea that the Whigs, since the
Glorious Revolution of 1688, had been the peremnial facilitators of pro=
gxess, Henée, Macanlgy's version of history had a linear quality. It
was a view of history as a steady progression towards liberty with
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Britain at the forefront. This leads us to a third reason for the
British facination with the Affaire.

There existed in Britain, especially during Macaulay's heyday, a
certain homogeneity of ideas and outlook which can best be summarized by
the term "liberal.® In fact, some historians argue that in nineteenth
century Britain, more than any other contemporary European nation, there
existed a general liberal mentality and a confidence in the perpetual
growvth and forward march of civilization and progress.37 Thus, the
Affaire was an especially distressing display of a danger which threaten-
ed the realization of this dream, Whether or not Britain excelled her
fellow-nations in putting liberal values into practice, the basic cast
of British society, institutions and thinking during the nineteenth
century was liberal, This is not meant to imply that party, class, and
religious differences failed to exist, Nor is it meant to suggest the
existence of a uniform, perfectly united "national mind.® However,
during certain epochs there can exist dominant trends or climates of
opinion, Robert Wohl's concept of "generational theories® recently
elaborated in The Generation of 1914 is instructive in this regard,

War, economic depression, material prosperity, or other dramatic ex- -
periences through which the members of a given cohort pass often produce
Similar ideas, expectations, and habits of thought., Members of the same
generation often view the world and their enviromment from a similar
Pperspective, The prosperity which the British enjoyed during the mide
nxineteenth century made a lasting mark upon the mid-Victorians, Many
British citizens associated the rise of Britain with the liberal values
whdich the political classes put into practice, For them, the liberal
Weltanschauung was almost synonymous with Englishness, From the 18L0s
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to the 1880s a liberalism (which was not, of course, co-terminous with
the Liberal Party) enjoyed ascendancy within the political system.
Daring most of the century, the anti=liberals were on the defensive,
Certainly, there were different political philosophies and parties, as
was reflected in British commentary on the Affaire, but politicians on
both Front Benches endorsed liberalism in general terms, As has been
its habit, the Conservative Party evolved over time, absorbing many
liberal tenets into its own flexible ideology. By the late=nineteenth
qentuw, Conservatives basically accepted many liberal ideas including
Free Trade, a balanced budget, and responsible govermnment,

Indeed, the British ethos included a wide variety of liberal
philosophies, There was a marked emphasis on freedom or liberty, in
particular the freedom of the individual to conduct his business without
the govermment intruding, It was generally accepted that the state was
a necessary evil, It was commonplace that the govermment which governs
least governs best, that the use of government power should be restrict=-
od to those actions which were necessary to preserve justice and the
rights of life, liberty, and property. If the British desired limited
govermment, they also insisted that military and religious amthority
be stricltly subordinate to secular guthority. They generally supported
the rights of the individual regardless of his race or beliefs, They
believed in tolerance and the exercise of free will, freedom of thought,
and freedom of press, Also popular was the laissez=faire doctrine of
unfettered economic competition and a free, self-regulated market.

Govermment restrictions and regulations were anathema, to be tolerated
only when absolutely necessary., As is well known, the British continued
to cling to a laissez-faire economic policy long after it became
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expedient to adopt some form of regulations or tariffs to protect the
national interests,

Whether or not liberalism was ®"the way"®" to paradise, the British
tended to associate it with enlightemment and moral progress. In the
minds of many British citizens, interference with the operation of
principles of rationalistic or naturalistic individualism was on a par
with tampering with eternal, universal, immtable, natural law., To be
liberal was to be on the side of progress. Some converted liberalism
into a moral dogma., Ignorance and selfishness, which Macaulay and others
associated with sutocratic kings, aristocrats, and priests, led to the
breaking of liberal laws and consequent suffering, unhappiness, waste,
want, and misery. The Sfurtherance of liberal causes was a moral impere
ative® which, in the end, "could also be relied upon to promote national
greatness and commercial prosperity, w36 In the words of one analyst of
Anglo=German relations, Raymond Sontag, liberals fought in the name of
Sscientific selt-interest.'” The spectacular material successes, the
wealth, power, and relative social harmony which the British enjoyed
during most of the nineteenth century seemed to confirm the belief that
the freedoms provided within a liberal society produced both domestic and
international triumphs, If this was true, then Britain, so long as she
adhered to liberalism would enjoy perpetual supremacy. When the British
began to confront formidable obstacles both at home and abroad during
the final decades of the century, something seemed awry.

By the 1880s, Germany demonstrated that national success could

‘be realized by means which were far from liberal, The meteoric rise of
the German state in the late-nineteenth century challenged the notion
that liberalism and the liberal political tradition was a panacea or an
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inescapable path to material progress and national success, Germany
lacked a liberal political tradition, supported a centralized goverrment
and made use of conscription and tariffs, She fielded the most effi-
cient and effective army the world had ever seen and excelled the British
in technical ingenmuity, administrative efficiency, and material pro=-
ductivity. In spite of, or perhaps better stated, because of these
illiberal features of the German nation=-state, Germany became the main
commercial rival of Britain, threatening the unchallenged supremacy she
had enjoyed in virtually every field of endeavor at mid=century.
Britain's relative decline in the intermational sphere forced the British
to reappraise the liberal values they had assumed to conform to natural
laws leading to success., Perhaps this external challenge would not have
been so disturbing had not liberal values simultaneously come under
criticiam at home.

British historian R, C. K. Ensor described the 1890s as a time
of crisis for liberalism, As this was true on the Continent, so it was
true in Britain, if perhaps to a lesser degree. ™In religion, in social
relations, in politics, in business, men grown contemptuous of the old
ideals were. stridently asserting new ones. w0 7, e sure, the British
contimied to embrace a system of liberal values, There was, however, a
general movement or reaction against Victorian liberalism, rationalism,
positivism, materialism, and prudery, which, as some began to argue,
kept men in bondage, The final decade of the nineteenth century was a
time of transition, an unsettled period during which many of the deep-
Seated assumptious of orthodox liberalism were challenged. Some no

Jdonger believed that free choices made by the rational individual pur-
suing his own interest always resulted in the realization of the public
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interest. They doubted the existence of some invisible, guiding natural
law which brought harmony out of chaos, Too many indicators within
society denied this assumption, By the 1890s, there was an increasing
awareness of socio=economic ills, of an urban=social crisis produced
by Britain's modern, highly urban and industrial society, Modernity and
the march of civilization had brought riches and conscpicuous consump-
tion for some, but this plenty existed alongside of recurring capitalist
crises of unemployment, not to mention poverty and disease., Applied
liberalism had failed to prevent these ills, Eventually, some lost their
faith that the operation of uncontrolled, "natural® economic laws would
alvays bring prosperity, Laissez=faire doctrines, perceived by some as
the "creed® of the middle class rather than the common man, seemed
somehow inadequate. While providing freedom for some, it limited many.
Anong others, British Liberal intellectuals T, H, Green, D, G. Ritchie,
L, T, Hobhouse, and J, A. Hobson rejected the hostility of their fore-
fathers toward the state and the notion that a minimum of intervention
by the state was always the best policy. Some argued that govermment
action was necessary to solve the ills of British society, to promote
conditions in which each citizen would enjoy the most fulfilling life
and as much freedom as possible without disturbing the freedom of others,
The *New Liberals®, as these men were called, hoped to convert liberalism
into a springboard for political action, to apply a corrective to what
they perceived as defective within mid-Victorian liberalism while bring-
ing a liberal point of view to the new social problems of the late=
nineteenth century, Less inhibited groups in Britain advocated a variety
of socialist solutions for British ills, But during the 1890s, these
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anti-liberal ideas represented a minority view, not only within the
Liberal Party, but also among the British public as a whole.'!

Not until the Boer War abundantly demonstrated the failure of
Britain in so many areas did the mide-Victorian sense of national self=-
confidence, which many in Britain valiantly tried to defend at century's
end, give way to vhat Samel Hynes has termed the "Edwardian frame of
minds.® The postewar outlook was plagued by depression, pessimism, and
openly-expressed anxiety about national decline, But this was not the
case, at least to the same degree, during the years when France passed
through the Affaire, The coverage which the British gave to the Affaire
is one clear indicator of this fact. ’

The articles about the Affaire in newspapers and journals provide
a window through which 