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ABSTRACT

NYARAFOLO PERSONAL NARRATIVES AND PROCEDURALS:
A DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

By

Linnea Eleanor Boese

This thesis analyzes the referential or deep structures
of five Nyarafolo personal narrative and procedural mono-
logues and relates syntactic features of the texts to them.
Deep structures organize discourse content; the grammatical
(surface) structures expound the deep structures. By relat-
ing them, certain aspects of syntax are clarified which may
not otherwise be understood.

A blocking chart 1lined up propositions from the text
with syntactic features and lexical content, and was used to
determine and study the two 1levels of structure. Network
diagrams describe the organization, thematic line and climac-
tic points of each deep structure, as well as the genre and
content of each section.

A procedural plot-like structure was posited and proved
applicable to the procedural texts.

Nyarafolo paragraphs of different genres demonstrate
distinct characteristics. The tense/mode/aspect system,
linking words, participant reference system and such devices
as paraphrase and repetition were found to be 1important 1n

the marking of theme.
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