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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

The Problem
This is & study of the rursl organigations and institutions
in the Grand Ledge community. It includes a discussion of the

higtory, homes, neighborhoods, sehools, churches, farm organi-
sations and the economic phases of the community. The primary
interest is in agricultural education and the economic faetors
of farm 1ife. 'he speclal interest of the study is the re-
lationghip of this community situation to the agrioultural
students.

The Method of Study

There 1s a combination of the historieal and case methods
with some use of the statistical method in this thesis. Part
of the results are from the partieipant-obgerver point of view.
This is one of the newer types of observation in Soeiology and
is best descrided by Lindeman in Social Diaoovery.(l)

"eeeeesse The participant observer is one who

1. Is & part of the group being studied

2. Has vital interests involved in the group's activities

J. Provides the exterior or outside observer with the

facts of the group's activities

(1) ILindeman, E. C. - Social Discovery, page 192.






- 2 -

4. Provides the outside observer with faocts bdearing
upon the categories utiliged in the study
5. Presents criticisms of the categories
6. Discovers new categories as emergencies of the group8s
changing sotivities
7. Corrects coneclusions of the outside observer from the
viewpoint of one whose interests are at stake.®
The writer hag been in the area 3} years, sinee February,
1928. As a teacher of Agriculture in the high sehool, direector
of clubd activities in the rural fields, and as & graduate
student in soeclology he has been able to gather the data by
going over the territory and by participating in some of the
social groups. He has been in every neighborhood a number of
times, interviewing leaders of organizations, farmers, grade
and high school students, teachers, minigters and other
prominent people. The number of people interviewed relative
to the problem exceseds 500. Some of the data was gathered dy
the Agricultural students of the Agricultural department of the
high school who are loecated in the different parts of the com-
munity. In each case these are ferifiod by information of
older adults in the community or the writer. The economie
data was taken from the records of the Farm Management De-
partment of the Michigan State College. These records are
sunmnaries of farm ascount books that have been kept aw a

record of business transastions in the year 1929.

Other Studies

Probably the first studies along this line have been
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condneted bty C. J. Golryin when at the University of isconsin
and published in his book Rural Life. These were followed by
Professor Xolb's Studies of Rural Primary Croup, which were
conducted at the Visconsin University also. orgsen and ilowell
at the University of Ilissouri have made studies on rural poou-
lation grouns. In town and country relations the two most
important conclusions have been 1m2de by Professor Kolb at the
University of Wisconsin(z)and Dr. C. R. Hoffer at llichigan
State College.‘z) None of these studies have considered in
detail the relationships of the country boy and girl to the
comnmunity situation. INone have studied especially the voca=-
tional agricultural student in high school with respect to his
environment., The closest to this apvroach has been a study in
Bulletin 82 by the Feéeral Board of Vocational Zducation,
"Effectiveness of Vocationel Educeation in Agriculture™, This
1s a study of the value of Vocationsl Instruction in Agriculture
in Seconcdary Schools as indicated by the Occupational Distri-
bution of Former Students. The revised edition, includes

interpretation of occupational surveys for the period 192£-27,.

The studies in I7ichigan that resembled most closely this

(4)

(5)
and tne study of the Laingsburg area nade by ilr. J. L. Prescott.

one is the tnesis of Mr. G. H. Burt on the area around Byron

(2] KoIb = Bulletin 50, Rural Primary Groups, University of
Wisconsin.

(3) Hoffer, C. R. « Bulletin 208, Services of Institutions and
Organizations in Town and Country Communities, liichigan
State College. Bulletin 207, Public Heelth and Educational
Services in llichigan, lMichifan State College.

(4) Burt, G. H. - A Sociological Analysis of the Byron Community.

(5) Prescott, J. L. - A Study and Amlysis of leetings of Town
and Country People in the Village of Laingsburg, lichigsan.



The Meaning of Neighborhood and Community

Dr. Hoffer uses the following definition of a community
in his book *Introduetion to Rurel SOciology'fala group having
one or more common activities and experiences, and occupying
g definite area™. Thus a commnity is & social grouping in whieh
the members of the group reeceive the largest majority of their
servieses and commodities from within that area. For example,
the ecommunity should have a twelve grade school. A ten grade
school is inadequate for the reason that pupils who desire a
high sehool education must spend the last two years at a four-
year high sehool in some other community. It should have a
dbank, a hardware store, the various farm machinery companies,
the serviee organigations such aw a Chamber of Commerce, shipping
assooiations, and marketing associations. It should have the
smaller social groupings, that the community wants, such as the
religious, fraternal, and educational. 4ll of these are
necessary to satisfy the daily and ordinary needs of the people.

The neighborhood differs from the sommunity in that it is
characterized by primary, intimate, fase to fase relationships
and supplies only one, two, or rarely more thqn,threo of the
egconomie and social demands. The rural church, to some extent,
ig yet a neighborhood grouping as is also the rural sehool and
perhaps some stores. Professor Kblb(v)deacribes it as "that
first grouping beyond the family which has social significance

and which is conseious of some local unity. This definition

(6) Hoffer, C. R. - Introduction to Rural Sociology, p. 45.
(7) Kold, J. C. - Rural Primary Groups, Bulletin 51, University
of Wisoconsin, pages 5 and 6.



follows quite slosely Professor Cooley's formula for the general
primary group.(S) The rural primeary group is essentially a
sociological concept yet for objestive purposes of description
and measurement geographiec areas and terms may be effeectually
used. The neighborhood defined by the standardigation committee
of the American Country Life Association as "that geographie
group of farm families having some local ecohesion®™. ? This
seems to come nearsest the conception of the neighborhood as used
in this study and indicates that the neighborhood is a primary
group. In most cases it does not attempt to supply the fraternal
organigations or the needs of the individual as to all of food
or elothing. It is, however, a rather intimate grouping of those
individuals, who inhabit a certain region. The area, in most
oases, 1s determined by soil which furnishes the basis of a
livelihood some organigzation, or some strong family or families.
In the days of the horse and buggy the faese to face grouping
oould not extend much farther than the horse and buggy eould
take the farm people in an hour or two's time and back. With
the advent of the automobile, there have bgen changes in the
social groupings in rural areas. The smaller unit such as the
neighborhood has bdroken down and an enlarging of the horigon to
the community is taking place. High school students now think
nothing of going twenty-five or fifty miles with an automobile

(8) Gooley, C. H. ~ Socisl Organization, page 23.
(9) Proceedings First National Country Life Conferenece
(Baltimore 1919) p. 128.



for an evening's entertainment. This places them in elther poor
social environment or in groupings that have very little immediate
effest upon the individual. The radio develops interests outside
the neighborhood. One ean now listen to Europe. Organizations
are sensing the community viewpoint and plan their programs along
these lines.

But in spite of these forces many neighborhoods are finding
themgelves and they have an important socializing influence which
should be continued. The neighborhood continues to exist where
there is some organization or institution to foster it. The most
common of these ig the school. The churech is another strong
neighborhood eenter. For example, in five out of the eight neigh-
borhoods in Grand Ledge area the ehurch is the strongest neighbor-
hood influence. These characteristics of neighborhoods are well

{llustrated in the Grand Ledge Area.

The Grand Ledge Community

Settlement was made in the southern part of the area in 1837.
Eagle of the community was settled a few years earlier. In
January or = February of 1837 Solomon Russell cut his way through
ten miles of forest from Fagle and landed in Oneida township. Soon
after that the Strange family settled in the Southwestern part
and the Nichols  family in the southern part. They arrived within

a few days of each other. Stephen Grogen was one of the first

settlers in Eagle township. The rest of the community settled
very rapidly after that. By 1860 Grand Ledge was & small town
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Pigure I. - A map of the Cr2nd Ledge Comumnity. The Area exceeds 125
Square miles,



and the whole area was fairly well inhabited.

The present size of the Grand Ledge community exceeds one
hundred and twenty-five square miles. The boundary lines as
gshown in figure one are determined by the people who get most of
their services at Grand Ledge. The size of the area depends upon
three things: First, the area from which students came to the
Grand Ledge High School. Second, the area from which most of
the people bank at Grand Ledge. Third, the area from which most
of the people came to Grand Ledge for services such as medical,
dental, hardware, oll and farm machinery.

The Grand Ledge community lies in parts of three counties:
Eaton, Clinton, and Ionia, Oneida township, parts of Delta,
Roxand, Benton and a very small part of Windsor in Eaton county,
belong in the community. Eagle and Watertown townships, in
Clinton county and a part of Danby township in Ionia county are
also included within the community.

Po the north is a Catholic settlement, Vestphalia, whose
people remain very much to themselves. North and West is Portland,
a rather progressive town. West is Sunfield with a good High
School and a trade eenter., To the South and West is Charlotte,
the county seat, and to the East is Lansing.

The soil is predominately a Miami e¢lay loam. Most of it
is fertile either from the natural state or from good farm
praetices. North of the Grand River is a strip of sand which
has an unstable population. Very few high school students have
come from that area. There are areas especially in the western
part of the community that require rather extensive drainage but

the land in that section is among the best.
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The population of the ecommunity is around 8,000. The last
Federal Census, 1930, gives the population of Grand Ledge City
as 3,572. The population of the incorporated e¢ity of Grand Ledge
inoreased from 3,043 in 1920 to 3,572 in 1930, or a gain of 529
inhabitants. The population tributary to Grand Ledge has probably
inecreagsed about the same. There has been a loss in population on
the wegtern side since Sunfield has been developing. This may
have lessened the total population figure to some extent.

The people of the community are predominately native-born
Americang of German descent. There are very few foreigners. As
far as Faton County is concerned no foreign-born group, with the
exception of the Canadians, econstitutes as much as one per cent
of the total population.

The Grand Ledge community is affested by the eity of Lansing
in that a great many people work in Lansing and live in the out-
lying villages and towns. Eagle and Delta Mills have a number of
these people, Grand Ledge, at one time last year, had nearly
one hundred men working in Lensing. If it i1s assumed that each
one of these men had a family constituted of four persons, it
would mean that four hundred people in Grand Ledge receive their
income from Lansing.

Grand Ledge has several industries whiech empl8y & number of

men., The approximate number for each industry is as follows:

- Industry Hem employed
Grand Ledge Clay Produect 72
dnmerican Vitrefied Products - Plant No. 22 78
Grand Ledge Face Brick Co. 60
Grand Ledge Chair Co. 100
Grand Ledge Furniture Co. 50
Crawford Furniture Factory 76
(A branch of a Grand Rapids Factory)
Arctic Dairy 26

Ferndale Dairy’ 6
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Grand Ledge Clay Products Co., Grand Ledge, Mich.
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Besides these there are several small plants employing from

one to ten men at various times and seasons.

Stores and Marketing Facilities -

There are most of the types of stores that a community
needs at Grand Ledge. It must be said, however, that a great
many people bduy their clothing, furniture, and some groceries
in Lansing.

There are twelve groceries in Grand Ledge, two hardwares,
four barber shops, two men's clothing stores and two women's,
two shoe stores, two bakeries, two banks, two seed stores, three
implement companies, two wholesale o0il distridbutors, one Jjewelry
store and geveral other confeetionary, eigar, and other emall
stores.

48 a market for farm produce, there is a cooperative grain
slevator, & cooperative livestock shipping association, as dis-
cussed in Chapter VI. These are augmented by local buyers of
livestock, meats, eggs, wool, ete. There are five dairies in
Grand Ledge, one of these the Aretic Dairy, buys adbout one half
of the whole milk around Grand Ledge. The rest is hauled to
Lansing. Cream and eggs are so0ld to Grand Ledge cream stations.
Sinee Lansing is only adbout ten miles away & great many of the
farmers' products are sold there. These include truek erops,

milk, livestock, meat and eggs.
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The Type of Farming and Farm Income

There are a total of 725 farms in the Grand Ledge community.
The predominate type of farming is general, with especial emphasis
on dairying. This 1s due to the nearness of a large milk market
et Lansing., There are milk tank trucks that go to Detroit from
the area. There are & number of truck farms, but they ooccupy a
small percentage of the total land. Their presence is explained
by the Lansing market facilities. The population of the farms
oongtitute more than one-half of the population of Grand Ledge
community. Farm business is vital to Grand Ledge and its outlying
villages. It is the basie income for the farm people and contri-
butes to inocome of other groups in the community. Farm incomes
afo also a fair index of the business ability of the operators.
Their ineomes are therefore reflected, not only in the standards
of living but in the quality of the families and in their leader-
ship in the community.

Grand Ledge lies within the area No. 5 as is shown in the
Farm Management Department bulletin on Types of Ftrming.(IO)
Area 5 18 a general farming area ecovering a esentral portiomn of
Michigan as is shown on Map No. I.

Seventy-two farmers located in this area kept financial
records in the Farm Aceounting Project of the Farm Management
Department for 1929 had an average income suffiecient to leave

(10) Speeial Bulletin 206 - Types of Farming in Michigen, Hill,
Riddell, and Flliott.
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TYPE OF FARMING AREAS IN MICHIGAN

T his report for Area 5 (Shaded)
CENERAL FARMING

LAKE SUPERIOR

Map I.



MICHIGAN STATT COLLEGE
af hAgriculture and Applied Science
and
UNITZD STATES DEPARTHMTNT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Agricultural Economics
Cooperating

ANUUAL FARM BUSINZSS RTPORT
for 1929

Area 5 =- General Farming
(Represented by 72 farms in Barry,
Eaton, Ingham, Kent, Livingston

and Yashtenaw Counties)

Farm Management Department -- Extension Service
Michigan State College
East Iansing, Mich.
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3497 each &s pay for the operator's labor, management and risk
after deducting all operating expenses end five percent on their
investment. This is called the Labor and Menagement Wage. The

one-third of these farmers who made the best returns had an in-
come sufficient to pay them an average of $1485 for their labor
and management; while the one-third who were least successful
lacked an average of £595 of having enough income to pay expenses
and five percent on the investment, allowing nothing for their
labor and management.

‘It should be emphasiged that the inecome seocured by these
farmers does not represent the average ineome of all farmers in
the area. It is believed that these operators average above the
rank and file of all farmers since they are progressive and
business-like enough to keep accounts and submit them to the
college for summarization. Undoubtedly their incomes averaged
above the average of all farmers. This belief is substantiated
by the results of studies made in other states.(ll’ Since the
Farm Management Department considers seventy-two farms of area
S as being typical of the better business, twenty-five of these
farms within Grand Ledge community, it is logical to conclude
that the‘twenty-five farms are a fairly acocurate picture of the
farm business of the better farmers of this community.

In Tabdle Fo. 1 is a list of the twenty-five farms arranged

in order of farm profits as denoted by labor and management wage.

(11) Farm Management Mimeographed Reports 1929.
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Tne Location ol the 25 ilarms of the Farm Income Survey.
Tucse were taxen fron the 72 feoras 2s used in Area J.






Table I

An Array of the Twenty-five Farms in Order of Labor and
Management Wage.

Labor and Invest- Percent return
Farm No. Megt. Wage ment Acres on investment
Group I. Labvor and lManagement Wage $900 up.
¢ $3,932 821,837 190 9,5
7 3,994 17,500 120 2l. 4
1l 2,468 25,146 200 12.0
e 2,380 23,107 £39 10.0
b 2,359 20,027 200 10,0
14 2,104 11,142 175 17.4
24 1,866 5,764 129 rented 99 acres
6 1,713 19,328 150 10.0
20 1,470 8,092 80 14.5
17 1,424 9,676 80 12.3
13 1,381 10,792 100 -
25 1,207 4,206 40 16.6
21 1,070 7,194 83 9.9
15 1,066 10,290 80 8.4
19 994 8,210 100 8.3
8 981 16,757 139 6.6
16 967 10,049 86 7.6
12 919 11,803 158 6.6
Group II. Labor and Management Wage $500 to £899.
10 898 12,656 130 6.4
11 868 11,950 110 6.3
18 671 8,501 98
22 656 6,904 80 4,1
9 6551 16,685 1356 4.0
Group III. DILabor and lManagement Wage $499 down.
23 255 6,208 42
3 198 22,484 180

It is to be noted that twenty-three of the twenty-five are

above the average of the area in lavbor and management wage whieh

wag $497 and more than half were twice as high.

The average of

$1,740 for Grand Ledge farms is above the average of the highest

group of Area 5 which is 31,485.
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Relationship between total investment and Labor eand lMsnagement

Wage on the twenty-five farms is as follows:

Size of In- Number Labor and ifgt.
vestment of Farms Income - Ave. Range
£2,267 8198 - $3,932*
Over $20,000 b 2,785 82,359 - 3,932
$10,000 - $19,999 11 1,367 681 - 3,594
Under $10,000 9 1,068 265 - 1,866
------ Total 25 5,220 198 - 3,932
255 - 3,932
Average 1,740

Summery Area O - A general farming area including Eaton, Clinton
and Ionia County.

*Omitting ferm No. 3 with a Labor and lanagement Wage bescause the
variation is due to management factors and not investment.

The average Labor and Management wage for the twenty-five
farmg is more than three times as high as the average for the
area; that is £1,740 for Grand Ledge, as.compared with $497 of
the whole area.

The following table adds the number of acres to this data.
Since the inerease in size of investment is usually acecompanied
by an increase in acreage they have been added here. The reason
for their diviaion into their respective groupings is to make.

it comparable with the area.
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Relationship of Labor and Management Wage and Investment to Acres.

Size of Farm Number of Labor & Mgt.
Farms Wagce -~ Ave, Investment Range

100 or less 11 1,014 28,116 42 - 100
101 - 180 10 1,369 14,607 110 - 180
181 or more 4 2,784 28,524 181 - 239

Total 28 5,167 45,247

Average 1,722 15,082
Area § 72 497 20,161 $2439 -~ $3022

These figures show that the Grand Ledge community is above
average in Labor and Management wage. Also it is to be noted there
ig a much less investment than is given for area 5., The investment
in Grand Ledge is £15,053 as compared with {20,161 for the area.

The foregoing data warrants the statement that the farmers
cooperating in the study of this community are better farmers
than the average in area § though these twenty-five farms are
somewnat above the average of the community in income, they are
80 typleal that it leads one to the conclusion that the farmers
of the Grand Ledge community as a whole have better than the
average incomes., This fact is evident in the surveys of the homes
which show & relative high expenditure for sonveniences. 1t is
also shown in Chapter IV on education in the advancement ex-
penditures for education, in Chapter ¥ on the support of churches
and in Chepter VI on Farm Organizations. It is also shown by the
business of Grand Ledge stores and the quantity of merchandise

bought by farmers.



CHAPTER 1II
RURAL HOMES

Homes in the Grand Ledge community are typical of the better
farm homes in lower Michigan. Most of them are painted and
occasional efforts have been made at landscaping. Quite oftem
the yards are fenced to keep the live-stoek out, and the lawn is
mowed with a mower. One misses the sight of machinery sitting
promiscously about the premisesg and live-stock running loose inm
the yards. Since the area ig well supplied with power lines as
ig shown in Figure 3, the majority of the homes are provided with
the conveniences of elestric lights, powser for heavy work, a
telephone, radio, etc. In these homes & falr amount of good
reading material is usually found. In most cases parents are
interested in their children and try to promote their welfare.
Very few parents keep the children out of school to do farm work
and most of them are deeply concerned asg to their scholastie
achievement. It may be stated with safety that the farm homes
in the Grand Ledge community are above the average of rural
homes insofar as family life, household conveniences, and farm
surroundings are concerned.

In order to secure more deteiled information about the
Grand Ledge homes, & questionnaire was cireulated among the
students in the high school. ¥See appendix for ecopy of question-
naire.) These questionnaires were answered by members of the
writer's classes in agriculture. The answers pertained to the

students own homes and to those immediately around them. This,
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Figure 3. The Location of the power lines in the Grand Ledge Cowmmunity
There are ncw lines being added every month.
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therefore, is a fairly accurate survey since the students live
in all parts of the community, and secured information from farms
nearest them regardless of their condition. When there were any
irregularities in the guestionnaire the whole questionnaire was
digecarded.

The final sample included 121 farms with a total number of
509 people in the survey. Seventy-five per cent of the farms
were owned by the operator. These had an average acrcage of
147.7 acres. Twenty-five per cent were renters. Nineteen per
cent of the 121 farms owner-renters. Twenty-six per cent of the
farms had been in the family two or more generations. Only eight
per cent of the owners had inherited land. The average period of
regidensce of families for all of the farms combined was 21l.4
years. Nineteen per cent of the farms specialized in some one
type of produet such ag truck gardening, seed growing, specialized
live-stoek growing, etc. The average number of children per
family excludiné farms with only one man on the farm and having
no other members in the family, was three, This sample of 121
farms is out of a total of approximately 725 farms.

The detailed figures regarding modern conveniences in these

homes are presented in the following table.
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TABLE 11

Percentage of 121 farm homes that have various
kinds of modern conveniences.

Convenience Percentage

Grand liichi- South

Ledge gan(3) Dakota(l) Iowa(2)
Running water 35 15 21

Electricity from power line 24
Electricity from home plant 1l
Electricity from power line

or home plent 34 20 26
Gas lights 6 16
Gas or electrie lignts 40 8 41
Gasoline lights 37 8
Gas Stove 4
Bath with tub 26 156 19
Septic tank or sewage

disposal 33

Cent®al heating system 49 26 26
Telephone 79 49.8
Power for heavy work in home 7§
Refrigeration 25
Sereens 99

(1) Bulletin No. 247 - The Use of Time by South Dakota Home
Makers, p. 21 ( data from 100 farms)

ia Bulletin No. 237 = Cost of Living on Iowa Farms, p. 22 and 24.

J) Census Abstract - 1920, page 749.

The above date shows that in the @rand Ledge community with
the exception of the telephone, there are more farms that have
conveniences than reported in the other studies,

This is explained by the power lines entering the area to
such an extent and by the fact that they are so near a large town
that they see the value of the wonveniences. (See figure .3.)

Most of the electrical lines have been put up within the last few

years. These years have been unprofitable from the standpoint



of income due to the low prices of farm produets of this srea, and
to the adverse weather conditions. It is doubtful whether most of
the farms that have been electrified have many of the electrical
appliances.

In making a study of rural homes one is obliged to consider
chiefly the outward manifestations of family life., The weakness
of this method consists in the fact that sometimes a house is not
an accurate indication of the type of home life which exists in
it. It would be safe to say, however, that generelly improved
homes have a favorable influence on personality and leadership in
the farm organizations. This, without a doubt, plays an important
part in the lives of those who are members in these organizations.
It appears from the questionnaire that the longer a family lives
on a farm and the greater the number of generations that a farm
is owne& by one family, the greater is the probability of the
house being improved. The best example is the Strange family to
be discussed later,

Quite often modern conveniences in a houss have more effect
upon the children than upon adults. If a mother has to earry
water into the home and the dauzhter observes the amount of labor
required to do this, it is often an incentive for her to leave the
farm and thus escape possibly so much hard work. Mothers and
fathers often say, "I do not want my daughter or son to have to
work as hard as I have."™ Perhaps that is & poor bit of reasoning
on the part of parents toward their children, but the absence of

conveniences often cause them to reason in this manner.
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It is interesting to note that 17% of the 509 people in
the 121 families sang or played some musical instrument. Fifteen
families had three or more who played some instrument or sange.
Twelve families had two members each who participated in some
form of musie. Twenty-six families had one person who was able
to play a musical instrument or sing. There is no record of
those who participated in drama. The writer knows of ten country
groups who gave plays this last winter. The number participating
in each group varied from three or four to as many as thirty. It
would be conservative to say that at least 100 partieipated in
dramatics this last winter. It is also true that often if the
members of the family are musicians or artists, this fact has
had an effeet upon the younger members of the family both in
teaching them the arts and in placing a2 stronger emphasis on the
home relationship.

Finelly, long observation and acquaintanceship with families
in this community permit the following deductions to be made:

l. Many families have stayed in the community. This is
shown by intermarriage and the great numbers of families bearing
the names of the original settlers,

2, Many of the families have been associated with educa-
tional and religious movements.

S« The majority of the present families maintain the
traditions and attitudes of the predecessors toward rugged honest
work, education, recreation, spiritual values, advancement, and
leadership. The strength of these families is indiecated by the
large number of family reunions held each summer. These are well

attended, the group often numbering over 100.






Examples of Certain Families

In order to show in detail the characteristics of families
in this community, two representative ones are considered. The
first is the Nichols family.

This wag one of the first families that settled in the
neighborhood, which is now known as Canada Settlement, getting

its name from the original home of these early settlers. The
(11)
following from Durant 1s the earliest record of the Nichols

femily.

"In the month of June, 1839, the population of the township
was increased by the arrival at the Canadian Settlement of Freeman
W. Nichols and a family of eleven persons, with Samuel Nixon, then
& lad, and a hired man named John Brown, all from London, Canada
West. The trip was made with four wagons and a drove of cattle
and swine, which Mr. Nichols' sons, George W. Nichols, was deputed
to drive. The Jjourney was attended with the usual adventures, and
they finally rested in a log cabin eighteen feet square, which had
been built for them by Mr. Nichols' dbrother. The building had no
floor and was rather small for the accommodation of twelve persons.
Me., Nichols' sons, Jason and George, made a trip to mill in the
fall after their arrival, getting twenty-five bushels of wheat at
Capt. Scott's where now is situated the village of DeWitt, and
going with it to Wacousta to get it ground in the small mill at
that place. This mill conteined a single "run" of stone, without
bolt or sereen. Four days after leaving home they started on their
return, and met with numerous adventures on the way, the streams
being high and facilities for crossing them not numerous, but
finally reached home in(sagoty“.

12
From other sources we find that this family was one of

the earliest. The first school district was organized here and
the teacher married Jason Nichols. They became parents of a

fanily of teachers, lawyers, and bankers who are famous all over

(11) Durant, S. W. = A History of Ingham and Eaton County, p. 496.
(12) Strange, Deniel - A History of Eaton County.






central Michigan., It is also interesting to note that from this
family in the third generation, probably from George, were other
prominent lawyers and bankers. George Nichols was one of the

three brothers who came from Canada and helped establish the early
Canada Settlement. This family is disappearing rapidly as there
does not seem to be any younger children and the present generation
are well along in years. The writer knows of six or eight deaths
in the last few years.

At one time the neighborhood in which this family lived was
very strong but at the present time there are no direot descend-
ents of the Nichols family in the neighborhood and there are very
few descendents living. Probably due to this faet more than any
other the Canada Settlement hag ceased to- exist as a neighborhood
and the P.T.A. remainsg the only organization to show where once

there was a strong neighborhood consciousness.

Strange Family

The second family to be eonsidered is the Strange family.
Into Oneida Township in about the year 1836 and about the same
time the Nichols femily came into the Canada Settlement, John
Strange and his brother George Strange with a man by the name
of Peter M. Kent came into the area that is now known as the
Strange neighborhood. This family developed one of the strongest
neighborhoods in ths whole community. The original family assisted
by two other families started a Presbyterian church which has been
in existence since 1848. This church is now active when rural
churches in many areas are disappearing, probably due to the
interest of the Strange families. The church has never closed

its doors.
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Three sons of the original John Strange family graduated
from Michigan State College. At present one of these is the
oldest living graduate of this college. Six of the second gen-
eration are college graduates, two at Michigan State College, two
at Olivet, and two at Alma. More people of this neighborhood went
to high school and college than in the neardby neighborhood and
probably more than any other néighborhood in the Grand Ledge
community.

At present in the fourth generation there are five from the
immediate Strange family who were graduated from the Grand Ledge
High School. The farm settled by the original John Strange is
now owned by two cousinsg, John B. Strange, a graduate of Michigan
State College, and Monty Strange. John B. Strange at present
has & large farm of 360 acres containing large fruit orchards,

& big herd of well-bred Holstein cattle and & fine woodlot. His
son-in-law, a graduate of the Agricultural Department of the
high gschool, is in charge of the crops and fields. They also
hire two other men regularly and during the rush season, several
more. Iionty Strange does not have as large a farm but has an
outstanding herd of Holstein eattle. His sons both graduated
from the high school Agricultural Department and one took the

two year farm short course at Michigan State College. A4t present
both are in partnership with their father on the home farm,

The MoMullen family, of which George McMullen is the father,
is related to the Strange family by marriage. At present there
is one boy of this family in Veterinary Science Division of
Michigan State College, and another who was graduated from the

Agricultural Department of the high school. There is also a girl
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in high school and other children in the grade school.

In this neighborhood the Oneida Center Grange was organized
and will be discussed in a later chapter, Chapter VI. In the
neighborhood where this family lived the institutions flourished.
The Strange church is the strongest open country church in the
communi ty. The Grange is the strongest Grange in the community.
The school and P.T.A. are well developed. In all these organi-

zations the Strange families were active.

Conclusion

These paragraphs include the general charaeter of the
families in the community. Not all of them are as exemplary
as these, but in general they are a responsible and conseientious
farm people. There are few divorces and there is little of the
"wishwash" in the moral attitudes of the people. The families

are more of the cooperative type.
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CHAPTER III
NEIGHBORHOODS

In the Grand Ledge Community there are seven distinet
neighborhoods. Of these, Strange, Delta Center, Partlow,
Johnson and Cole are open country neighborhoods, and Eagle,
Mulliken and Wacousta are hamlet or village neighborhoods.

The Strange, Wacousta, Eagle, and Delta neighborhoods are centered
around the church and school. The trade organizations have more
influenee in Mulliken althgggh it has & church and a ten grade
school. The Cole and Partlow-Johnson neighborhoods are centered
around the school, Parent-Teacher Associations, and a community
hall whieh was once a church.

In the last few years the Parent Teachers Association has
come into the comnunity. This tends to make each school having
such an organization a neighborhood center., Just what effect
this will have upon the rural people is problematical. ’It is
the writer's opinion that it may be an indication of a back-to-
the-smaller grouping basis.

Strange Neighborhood

The Strange neighborhood is probably the strongest open
country neighborhood in the communityf From the neighborhood
map, figure 4 it will be seen that this neighborhood includes
a large portion of the southwest corner of the Grand Ledge com-
munity. As pointed out in Chapter I this neighborhood was first
gsettled in 1837. In 1847 the Presbyterian Church was organized.
This church has been a nucleus both for the development of leader-

ghip and of other organizations in the neighborhood. The writer
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Figure 4., The Location of the Neighborhoods in the Grand Ledse
Community. Outside the family this is the most imoortant
race to .ace grouping.



has never seen any organization have the "hold™ upon a neigh-
borhood as does this Presbyterian Church upon the Strange
neighborhood. Its influence is manifested in many ways. One
evidence is the fact that many people who were members of this
neighborhood have held positions of leadership. Another indication
is the good farms and the fine farm families, This neighborhood
has not decreased in size but at the present time is absorbing
part of the Cole neighborhood which is now 2lmost dead; 1t is also
absorbing part of the Canada settlement., The Strange and Mclullen
families are the leaders in this neighborhood. John B. Strange
was the first master of Oneida Center Grange, The nationality

of the people has alweys been that of American Stock. The size

of the area is approximstely ten square miles.

This neighborhood has two well developed institutions, the
school and the church. The school is a one room building with
gtandard qualifications., The teacher has been amember of the
neighborhood since childhood and hence knows its traditions.

The church has been established a long time. Its date of organi-
gation was 1849. It has continued without any trouble up to the
present time, The church as will be mentioned, has maintained
traditions of leadership. The accompanying photographs give

gome idea of the structure.

The membership is about sixty with the parish numbering
about one hundred. But the amazing thing is the number of young
people associated with the church which is again traceable to the
fact that there always have been traditions of leadership in the
neighborhood organizations. Some of the other organizations in
the neighborhood are the cemetery association, the Gleanass,

end the township political organization.
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Figure 6. Tiue Location of organizations of the Strange and
Cole neighborhoods. The Strange neignbornood is the
strongest open country neighbornirod in point of influence

in the Crend Ledge Community.
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Eagle
Next in size and period of longevity is the Eagle neighbor-

hood. Previous to the time that settlers entered from the
southern portion of Michigan into Eaton County, the plank road
from Detroit to Grand Rapids had been built. On this road,
stationed at the little stage coach stop of Eagle, was a pro-
fessional landlooker. He first came in there to locate rail-
road ties and since Eagle is on & railroad, he stayed and built
up a small neignhborhood.

Taree of the early settlers were Robert McCrumb, Fred
Balsem, and & Mr. Pangton., In 1870 Mr. McCrumb gave the land
and most of the lumber for an M, E. Church. Before the church
wag done his daughter diéd and the neighbors laid robes over
the roof of the church to keep the snow out during the fumeral,
This seems to be the only organization that has been maintained
continuously since it was starfed. A little later, in 1892,

& Universalist Church was built, but by 1920 the church was
dead and has not been used sinee except for funerals. A little
later there was a chapter of Oddfellows organized which soon
died. The writer was unable to locate any other organizations
which had grown up during the time. There is a Cooperative
livestock shipping association that has been active up until
the lagt year or two. There are two stores, & black smith shop,
two garages, and & depot. The latter is the property of the
Pere Marquette Railroad. The tralns have eeased to stop for

passengersg here, however,
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Figure 6. The Location of the Orsenizations and Institutions
of the Zarle Neignborhood. Tne shape of the Zagle
Neighborhood is determined by the Clhuren and Farmers' Club.






At the present time, the Methodist Church and the Eagle
Farmers' Club are rather closely allied and most of the members
in the one are also members of the other. The Farmers' Club was
organized a few years ago by Representative John Espie who acted
as its first president. The Methodist Church, at the present
time, has a youﬁg pastor and there seems to be considerable
interest in the chureh work. Iocated in the village is a two-

room sehool giving work in the first nine grades.

Mulliken

The largest hamlet or village neighborhood in size and
strength, is Mulliken., This is almost a community in that it
has the service organizations such as a bank, herdware, and a
ten-grade school. But it still belongs to the Grand Ledge eom-
manity in that its eleventh and twelfth graders come to the
Grand Ledge High School and a great many of its people buy and
bank in Grand Ledge.

The area of the Mulliken neighborhood was enlarged by the
absorption of the now dead neighborhood known as Hoytville. In
the History of Inghem and Eaton counties(by)Durant, is found the

13
following statement regarding Hoytville:

"Hoytville is a settlement a mile north of the center of
the center of the township, containing two stores, owned by
Hoyt & Watson, and Halladay & Brown, & saw-mill, a blacksmith
shop, two millinery shops, and & steam machinery repair shop.

Dr. Henry A. Hoyt, & native of New Haven, Connecticut, for
whom the place is named, opened a store here in 1869. Nicholas
Dosh had previously kept one for sixteen months, and lMrs. Cole
had for about the same time been in the grocery and millinery

trade. Another man had kept a store a number of years previously
in the house now occupied by Dr. Hoyt.

TIZT Durant, 5. W. - The History of Ingham and Zaton County, p. 507.






A sawmill was moved here from the Center about the first
of Januery, 1872, through the instrumentality of Dr. Hoyt, by
M. D. Halladay. He had intended to.build at the Center, but
was indueced to change its location to the doctor's farm. Mr.
Halladay is now in Californies. He is a brother to the well-
known windmill manufaeturer of Batavia, Kane county, Illinois.

Gardner S. Allen was the first postmaster at the place, the
office being known by the name of Center. Allen was a Demoorat,
and during the war was relieved of the office, which was removed
to the Center, a mile south, and Mr. Quackenboos was appointed
postmaster. His successors were Thomas F. Moulton and Jacobd
S. Davis. In April, 1876, the office was removed to Hoytville,
to which its name was changed and Dr. Henry A. Hoyt appointed
postmaster, which position he now holds. The business of the
office is about ten times greater than in 1875.

The saw mill now at the village is owned by Hollenbeck and
Crane who built it, the 0ld one having been destroyed by fire.
Lewlig Thomas is proprietor of the machine shop. e population
of the place, within a racius of half a mile, in July, 1880,
wag 95. A village plat is soon to be laid out and the future
of the villaege is full of promise. A hotel is kept by Mr.
Hollenbeck, one of the proprietors of the saw mill."®

Since the above history was written in 1880 the author 4did

not forsee what was to happen with the advent of a good road and
& railrosd. Hoytville was literally picked up and moved one mile
north to the railroad and main road and at the present time all
that remains of Hoytville is one Free Methodist Church, one store,
and a few houses. )

The outstanding families that settled in this area were

Adam Boyer, Henry A. Moyer, Lemuel Cole, Stephen Cramer, Andrew
Nickle, Robert Ricks, and & Mr. Hixon. Most of these have con-
tinued as leading families of the neighborhood down to the present.
Mr. Cole founded the Cole neighborhood. Stephen Cramer has a
number of descendants in the neighborhood by that name. An excell-
ent farm and a school bears the name of Andrew Nickle., The popu-
lation of the neighborhood is mostly American. In the village of
Mulliken there are 309 people and about the same number in the

farm area tributary to it. There are approximately 25 square miles

in the area.
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The village has an elevator, which is a private enterprise,
a cooperative Bean Growers Association, and a Livestock shipping
association. The village and country have a town-country fire
truek which is kept in the village.

The school in the villege is a three room brick building,
giving work in the first ten grades. There is a Methodist
Episcopal'in the village with a membership of 100. The pastor
also serves anotner church neardby. His program often includes
evangelistio campalgns,

There is a lMasonle order in the neighborhood which meets
at 2fulliken.

The following organizations have disappeared from this
neighborhood: Roxand Center Grange, which was organized at
Hoytville in 1875. After Hoytville was absorbed by Mulliken,
the hall was torn down and used &g a barn. Efforts have been
mede to revive Roxand Center Grange, but there is lack of interest
and the Grange has not been reorganized.

& band was orgenized in Hoytville in 1879, consisting of
13 pieces. Charles Crydermen was the leader. This band con-

tinued to be active until 1929.
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FPigure 7. The Location of the organizations and institutions
in the lulliken Neighborhood. Iulliken 1s nearly large
enough to be a community but it cdoes not provide all of

the necessary services.
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Delta Mills and Delta Center

On the esstern boundary of the commuhity are two neighborhoods
which may be discussed together since they are beginning to become
united. The settlement of Delta Mills wvas due to the availability
of water power on the Grand River at that place. The story is
told that when the capitol site was first being selected that the
committee of the Legislature went to Delta Mills, which was the
center of Michigan, and wanted to build the capitol there on a
piece of high ground. However, at that time, a ladies' college
owned most of the property and the high ground. Since this was
8 religious organization and believed that later on it would be
very much larger, it refused to sell. The legislators had to
take the next nearest high point, building the capitol within a
block of its present site.

The first settler in the Delta township was Erastus Ingersoll.
From this family came the famous dollar-watch manufaeturer and
several other sons. A brother of the dollar wateh manufaseturer,
who died recently, was the last member of the family in the
neighborhood.

Like the 8trange neighborhood Delta Mills has been outstanding
in education and its people have been greatly influenced by its
strong organizations and good leadership. The Creyts brothers,
Magter farmers, have been active in Grange and church work in this
neighborhood. The Nichols family has also been very prom¥ent in
Grange work there. The neighborhood has produced an unusually
large numb&f of leaders and of well educated people.

The population is American and the neighborhood includes

approximately 10 square miles., There is & genersl store in the
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Figure 8. Tne location of the orcanization and institutions
of Delta Xills.
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village but there are no economic organizations. The Methodist
Chureh, a few years ago, looked as if it would close its doors,
but a young minister came in and with little pay, rebuilt and
refinisned the church himself. This gave the people new en-
thusiasm and caused them to keep the organization going. The
Grange has not been as active the last feﬁ years as it formerly
was, although there is a strong loyalty to it. The cémetery
association is one of the strongest organizations of its kind
in the community.

As to the settlement of Delta Center, there is little
history available. From the cemetery stones, some of the old
settlers in that neighborhood seem to have been the Sopers,
Ingersolls, and Nixons.

In the history of Ingham and Eaton Counties, the statement
is found:(14) "At Delta Center, three miles from the village of
Grand River City is also located a Methodist Church, a substantial
freme structure.® This church is still active and is discussed
in Chapter V. There is a township political organization and a
cemetery association in the neighborhood.

Within the last two or three years there seems to have been
& change in the two neighborhoods. The first thing that happened
was the faet that Delta Center and Delta Mills were served by the
same pagtor who worked out township meetings and tried to produce
& township conseiousness. His son, Elbert Kelsey, who was
graduated from Michigan State College this last winter (1930),

organized a Delta Township Farmer's Club. Their program has been

(I4] Durant, S. W. = History of Ingham and Eaton Counties.
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Figure 9. The Location of the organizations a.d institutions
of Telta Center. This neignhbornood and tiae one at Delta
2:iills are being combined.
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exceptionally fine with speakers from the college and other out-
standing men. It looks very much as though Delta Center and Delta
Mills will be amalgamated into one neighborhood. Delta Center

like Delta Mills has no economie organizations.

Wacousta

The Vacousta neighborhood, northeast of Grand Ledge lies
only partly within the Grand Ledge community.

The high school occasionally has a student from the ten
grade school in Wacousta, however, most of them go to Lansing as
it is almost as near. The town is rural, being made up of re-
tired fearmers, a blacksmith and a store. The two strong organi-
gzations in the neighborhood are the Looking Glass Valley Farmer's
Club and the lethodist Chureh. The Looking Glass Valley Farmer's
cludb is north and east of the town which brings it beyond our
Jurisdietion.

The chureh, however, influences those toward Eagle a great
deal and it has an unusual background. Up until a few years ago
it struggled along as country churches do until Mr. and Mrs. Wright
came to the community. Mr. Wright was the minister and Mrs.
Wright took over the pastoral duties,shé has studied along socio-
logical lines at Michigan State College and has analyzed and or-
ganized her neighborhood into a very fine program. e enclose in
this thesis a copy of their program which shows the unity of their
organizations, inecluding the Sunday School, Chureh, Farmer's Club,
and Young People's and Women'!s organizations. Mr. Wright has been
working outside the parish up until last year so that they have
finaneially been able to stay on that type of a pastorate.






There was at one time in VWacousta a Congregetional church
but this either burned or was torn down & number of years ago.
There is a l'asonie Lodge that is quite strong and a liodern Vicodman
of Americe hall that is being used for dances et the present time.
The school has & P.T.A. which has the average smount of influence

in the community.

The Cole Neighborhood

There are two neighborhoods that at present are dead but
should be discussed with reference to the background of the com-
muni ty.

The Cole Neighborhood has partly been absorbed by the Strange
neighborhood and partly by the Mulliken neighborhood and yet it
maintains through the P.T.A. somewhat its own identity. The
communi ty was probably named for Lemuel Cole, one of the early
settlers, or some member of that family.

There seems to be only one family of the original settlers,
the Cramersg, that remained. The significant statement that one of
them makes is that the reason for the lack of interest in the
neighborhood affairs is due to the fact that the people have
changed so much in the neighborhood that the amalgamation process
has not been able to take place.

The church has been dead for a number of years and several
efforts have been made to revive it without success. At present
the P.T.A. is using the church as a neighborhood center.

Two miles south is another church known as the Needmore church,
which hag fallen into disuse except for funerals. One reason for

these two churches being discontinued hss been the eccentrie type
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of religion that was carried on in the church. There are no
other organizations in the neighborhood except those that have

been named heretofore.

Johnson-Partlow

In the original Partlow neighborhood with its school, there
was built a Methodist Church with & date on the cornerstone of
1901. At approximately the same time, or & little earlier, a
mile south was built a Johnson Methodist Church. These two
neighborhoods were rivals for quite a time until the rivelry
grew top-heavy and seemingly killed the two neighborhoods about
the period of the war. The Johnson Church was torn down and in
1922 or 1923 the Partlow Church ceased to have meetings.

This last year an unusual thing happened. Tae two P.T.A's
at the Johnson and Partlow schools have been unable to exist due
to the lasck of members, Someone suggested that they fix up the
Partlow community hall with the two P.T.A.s combining to form a
larger social unit. This was done. Since that time they have
repaired the old building and there seems to be a feeling of

rencwed interest in neignborhood activities,

Summe ry

The neighborhoods cooperate with the community in coming
to Grand Ledge for trade and in sending in the high school students.
The Grand Ledge Rural routes go through these neighborhoods ex-
cept at Mulliken where they masintain one rural carrier and there
are three rural carriers at Eagle. The Grand Ledge newspaper
ocarries news from the vhole area. Local reporters in most school
districts and village #ill a certain space each week in the Grand

Ledge Independent.



- 04 -

JOMNSON ~ PARTLOW

Jenson
@.

deed)
W (mlil

Mt Caemecter
@ JOL‘."A. re
. Q._L..ls .
<‘- Covnv\*li*ﬁ ".'l

Figure 10. Tue Location of the Organizations and Institutions
of the Johnson-rartlow Community. The center of these tvo
neignbornoods thst are now comtired is at the Partlow

community hall.






A majority of the young people in the community come to
Grand Lecge for high school work, commnercislized amusements and

eertain other services,
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CHAPTER IV

RURLL ZTUCATION

Tne original schools, held in one-room log buildings, were
generally taught by the most fluent and best educated person in
the comaunity, quite often by college graduates. I!r. Strange(lS)
mentioned seversl times the nigh quslity of the original teachers
in the o0ld one-room log school houses.

In the Grand Ledge community at present there are about 1430
grade students and 371 high school students, or a total of 1,8C1
students. Grand Ledge has a 12 grade school and the high school
is a member of trie North Central Association of high scho:ls and
colleges. The schools at 2ulliken and ‘.acousta have ten g:edes
and the one at Zagle nine gracdes. Tne rest of the schools 26 in
number, are one-room country schools giving work up to, and in-

ecluding, the 8th grade,

Educational Institutions

Rural Schools

Tae following table shows the number of rurel schools, the
students in the 8th grade in both rural and town schools, anc the
uvper high school grades. The rural scnools sre cnaracterized by
an unusually vell-trained teaching fores, rather modern buildings,
and in most cases, a lack of over-crowding. The county has a
training school for its teachers at Cherlotte with a very fine
staff of teachers trained in ideslism and mecnhanics of teachinge.
Even so there is avast amount of inefficiency in the rural one-
room schools as compared with the consolidated school in that they

have poorer trained teachers, a lack of efficlent grading, and

(I0] Sftrance, Deniel - History of Zaton County.
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Numbers of Students in the
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III

Schools of Grend Ledge Community.

School

tNo., of:otudents:students ¢

scrades:in E.S.

tin graedes: Total

Grand Ledge Puulie
Mulliken

Wacousta

Eagle

Oneida Township
Strange
Oneida Center
Canada Settlement
Aldrich
Johnson
Centennisl
Watson

Delta Township
Appleton
Harpster
Dolly Varden
Delta Center
New Guina
Soper
Nixon

Benton Township
Doane

Danby Township
Abbey

Eagle Township
Kebler
Partlow
North Eagle
Pennington

Watertown Township
Starr
Delta Mills

Roxand Township
Kichols
Cole
Roxand Center
Gates

(eo) 00 00 00 O 0 0 0 oo oMo

€0 0 @ ©

@

692 908
85 110
65 20
63 68
16 16
26 26
25 25
59 59
11 11
36 36
20 20
18 18
12 12
12 12
28 25
20 20
39 39
20 20
20 20
30 30
30 30
29 29
20 20
20 20
30 30
30 30
20 20
20 20
23 23
18 18
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Figure 11, Tune Location of the ruresl schools in the Grand Ledge
comnunity. There a.e 26 one-room schools in the community
area.,



poorer equipment. While the public school system at Grand Ledge
could handle most of the students of the 27 rural schools without
much added expense, there are several reasons for a lack of a
consolidating attitude in the community. First, the extreme con-
servatism of the community. Second, the lack of initiative on
anyone's part to mske it consolidated. Third, since the Rural
Agricultural School Act does not give state aid to the consolidated
schools in towns over 2,000, this may be the most important factor
in preventing consolidation at Grand Ledge.

There has never been enough interest in consolidated schools
in the community for anyone to start a movement. Only one person
has expressed the desire for & consolidated school to the author.
His son is having a difficult time in classes in the 9th grads.
The father attributes it to the poor type of education of the

one-room school. This may or may not be true.

High School

Grend Ledge has one of the best school systems in the state
for the size of the school. The superintendent, Jonas Sawdon,
has been with the school system for 26 years, a great many teachers
have been there ten years, and some of them as high as 18 or 20
years. The school this last year finished a building program of
a $160,000 high sehool building including such modern equipment
es a gymnasium and auditorium combined with modern stage equipment;
e radio installation with & microphone which the superintendent
to speek to ell of the students-at eny time from his own office;
modern Home Economics and shop equipment; a very excellent library

and study hall; and in genersl, a very fine building.






The number of high school students this yesr is 316 which is
a little larger than usual; of these 150 are non-residents in
spite of the fact thet our tuition is $100 a year. About ten
years ago the number of students in the high school increased to
such an extent that the school board needed to build either a
new building or do something to keep the number of students down.
At this time they inereased the tuition to $100. It is a credit
to the nerits of the school that this did not stop the number of
gstudents eand the building had to be built. The number of non-
regsidents is slowly increasing. During the years 1922 to 1930
the number of non-resident students per year in the order men-
tioned is 118, 131, 96, 109, 111, 104, 119, 111, 141l. The
number of non-residents is usually one half of the number of the
high school students. Over one half of the non-residents have
been of the agriculturasl department sometime during their four
years in high school.

The number of students in the grades this year is lower
than usual. There are usually around 7C0, making a total of
about 1,000 in the system. There are two grade buildings, one
in connection with the high scnool which 21s0 houses the Jjunior
high, and one on the opposite side of the town, housing grades
below the junior high.

Agricultural Department

The Agricultural Department at the Grand Ledge High School
wes started in the fall of 1922, Forest Smith, now a teacher-
trainer at M.S.C. was its first instructor. The department
received 21,000 per year from the federal Smith-Hughes fund.
This places it under the supervision of lNr. Gallup, the State
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Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Education. Mr. Smith had
leadership qualities whicﬁ?iﬁl department a fine foundation start.
He left at the end of three years and Charlesg Morrice took his
place. In the middle of the third& year of his teaching, Mr.
Morrice became ill and was unable to finish the school year.
The writer took up his work and finished the year, attending
college from 8:00 in the morning and teaching & full load from
11:00 to 4:00. There are 70 students enrolled in the agricultural
department at the present time including the ninth grade work.

During the eight years the department has been organized, it
has had & total of 101l students above the ninth grade work. It
is interesting to note that the high school area has not increased
during the period studied. Within the last two years Sunfield
has developed an agricultural department, and at present, most of
the students west of Mulliken attend the Sunfield high school
rather than the Grand Ledge High School. This somewhat lessens
the area and probably is the only change that will be made with
regpect to other schools nearby.

The following teble shows where the students are at the
present time, The table gives the year graduated and whether
they are on a farm or not; if they are on the farm what their

gtatus is, and the education they have had beyond the 8th gradse.
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Figure 12, The Location of the students of the Acricultural
~  Depertment of tne Grand Lecge High School. These students
are for the years 1922 to 1920 inclusive. ZXZesidence is
denoted where tiae student lived wnen in hish school.
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Table IV
Status of the Vocational Students of Grand Ledge High School
1922 - 1930
$Yeer grad-:0n farmsstatus sEducation
Name of Student ¢ uated tor not :on farm: :beyond H.S.
Avery, Clyde 1929 Yes  Fathers none
Avery, Harley 1924 Yes  Fathners none
Amnmermen, Elwin 1926 No
Berner, Herbert 1929 Yes Fathers none
Brance, Robert dng Yes Fatners none
Brooks, Thos. dng No.
Brunger, Earl 1930 Yes  TFathers none s’ s0 -
Burman, Boyd 1920 Yes  Fathers none
Cheplin, John 1928 Yes  Fathers none
Catey, Wilford 1928 Yes F. in law none
Culp, Estol 1926 Yes Fathers none
Clark, Viector 1926 Yes
Cramer, Lavrence . J Yes Fathers none
Dexter, Wilbur Jd Yes Fathers none
Davis, Keil J Ko
Deer, Carl 1929 o
Deer, Otto S No
Decke, Lynn 1927 Ko
Dixon, Kenneth J Yes Fathers none
Esple, Heber S Yes Fathers none
(Rep. Espie)
Fox, Robert 1928 Yes hired none
Fox, VWalter J Yes .
Fox, Herman dng Yes hired none
Foster, Lyle 1927 To
Foster, Oliver dng Yes Fathers
Fry, Robert 1927 No
Fogter, Richard 1927 No
Gillett, Leon J Yes Fathers none
Guilford, Arnold ang No
Eamilton, Loyal 1924 No
Hazen, Hiram 1923 Yes liotners none
Hayes, Louis dng No
Haueter, Lloyd J Yes Fathers none
Eess, Roy 1929 Yo
Hess, llurray dng Yes ratiers none
Hendee, Dale 1927 KXo
Higbee, Charles dng Yes Fathers none
Hill, Vaughn 1927 Ko
Hixon, Helen dng No
Hopkins, Geo. S Yes Fathers none
Hough, Gersald 1930 No
Howe, Russell 1928 Yes Fathers SC

Hurni, Harolad dng Lo



Jonnson, lorris

Keesler, Alfred
Kebler, Yenneth
Kebler, Floyd
Kelsey, Elbert
Kempf, Conrad
King, Herman
Kowalk, LaVerne
Krupo, Gerald

Lear, Ellsworth
Lswrence, Ralph
Lown, Frederick
Lavery, Donald

Lumbert, Joseph

Maier, Willard
icCrumb, Claire

ifciullen, Raymond
MacNaughton, Xeith

Miles, Iva
Nourse, Rodert
Park, Robert

Parks, Cherles
Parker, Bernice

Parsons, Chandler

Potter, Floyd

Reeder, Norman
Reeder, John
Rueckert, Arnold
Rosier, Neil

Shrontz, Carol
Sarontz, Doneld
Sxinner, Willard
Silver, Jiles
Smith, Robert
Strange, John
Strange, Harold
Sattler, Gordon
Space, Eva
Sheren, Clinton
Snyder, Donald
Spicer, Ivan
Strong, Dorr

Thompson, Harry
Tingay, Sheral
Trout, Elmer
Turner, Leah

Vogt, Lynden
Vogt, Dale

Yes

No
Ko
To
Yes
No
Yes
Ko
Yes

Yes
Yes
No
No
Yes

Yes
No
Yes
Yes
No

Yes

No
Yes
No
No
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No
Yes
Yes
No
Ko
No
No
Yes
Yes

No
No
No
No

Yes
No

Mothers

partnership
Fethers
Fathers
Fathers
vartnership
Ovn farm
Fathers
Fathers
hired

rathers

Fathers

partnership
O'u'."n

Fathers
Fathers
partnership
Own

sartnership

partnership

Own

partnership
partnership

Fathers
Fathers

hired

none
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Waldo, Lynn 1925 No

Virth, Leon J Yes Uncles
Warfield, Galen 1925 No

Waldie, Howard 1927 Ko

Wellman, Elms J No

Wilson, liaurice 1925 Yes  hired SC
Wheaton, Roy 1929 No

Wollpert, iarian 1926 No

Wonser, Roy 1926 Yes owns
Youngs, Ellsworta 1926 No

Zimmermen, lMildred left Yes  Fathers

Symbols used in the above table:

dng - did not graduate

1927 - the year graduated

J - now a junior in high school

S - now & senior in hich school

left « left school to stt=nd another school
F - on father's or other relative's farm
P - partnership with father

0 = owns farm

R « rents farm

hm - hired man

C - college education

SC = short course education

Table V

Summary Table

Year of ¢ Num-: No. ons Status on Farm
graduation: ber : farm 3R0wn Ferm:FatherVs:iPartnership:Hired man
1923 1l 1l 1l
1924 3 1l 1
1925 6 2 1l 1l
1926 14 7 2 2 2 1l
1927 10 2 2
1928 9 7 6 1l
1929 8 5 3 2
1930 10 5} 3 1l 1l
Senior 5] 3 3
Junior 14 11 11
Did not grad.22 10 1l 4 1l 1l

Total 101 54 5 a7 S 7
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The following is a further sumnary of table 4,

Total number tanast have been enrolled 102
Number who are on farms &2
Ilumper of those in business allied to farming 4
I'umber that are working business otner than
agriculture 47
Number that have gone to Short course or college 6
Number on parents farm 41
Number in partnership with father 7
Number running ovm farm or narents farm 9
Number hired help )
Number that graduated 60
Number in school 20
Number that did not graduate 20
Number that left this school 2

More than half of the agricultural graduates have gone back
to the farms, Fifty-two of the 102 are on farms at the present
ti me and four others in business closeély allied to farming. Fifty-
four per cent of the students taking Agriculture are now in Agri-
cultural work. In a study made by the Federal Board(ae)of
vocational education it was found that the mumber of students in
Agriculturel education vary from 60 to 75 per cent. The studies
differ in that students in the government study had one year or
more in Agricultural instruétion. A1l of the Grand Ledge Agri-
cultural students had at least two years and only 20 per cent did
not graduate and 20 per cent more are in school at the present
time so that 60 per cent had three or four years of vocational
Agriculture. This would raise the Grand Ledge percentage some as

compared to the government statement. Furthermore the two studies

are not entirely comparable because the government study inceludes

(16) - Bulletin 82 - Effectiveness of Vocational Education in
Agricul ture, page 39.
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established much longer than the Grand Ledge School. The number
of agricultural students on their fothers farm or in pa:tnership
with their father is 48, Sixty-eight per ecent of the students
are in partnership with their father. Twenty-nine per cent is
given for the United States average.(lv) The department of Agri-
culture at the Grand Ledge High School has been in existenceé
only eight years. This short time accounts for the wide dif-
ference. "A very small percentage of boys vocationally trained
in agriculture go to college. .... Since 1922 only 22 per cent
of the graduates have gone to college."(ls) Six of the 102
stuients at Grand Ledge have gone to short course and college.

The writer xmows of several more that intend to take further

agricultural treining.

Project Work in Agriculture

The project work is a regular part of the work of the
Smith-Hughes teaching. The boy im project work attempts to put

into practice the subject matter he has learned in his sshool work.

(19)
Mr. Gallup's report for 1930 gives the projeect viewpoint.

(17) Bulletin 82 - Effectiveness of vocational Education in
Agriculture, page 2l.

(18) Bulletin 82 -~ Effectiveness of Vocational Education in
Agriculture, page 40,

(19) Report of State Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural
Education - 1930.
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"One of the provisions of the Smith-Hughes law is that each
vocational agricultural student shall have at least six months of
gupervised farm practice. In Michigan this minimum requirement
of the law has not proven satisfactory. If vocational education
in agriculture is to function effectively, the student should be
80 trained that he may make his living in the vocation for which
he has been trained. When graduated from the vocational agri-
caltural course of the high school, he should be an expert in the
typical farm enterprises in which he will be engaced as a farmer.
He should know the Jobs connected with the enterprise and be skilled
in the practices necessary to the success of the enterprise. The
knowledge and skill necessary for successful dairy farming, for
example, cannot be acquired in six months of supervised practice.
Six years is none too long a time in which to train a boy in the
dairy enterprise.-

Our best results have come from starting the farm boy with a
dairy calf when nhe is in the sixth or seventh grade ard having him
continue his project until he eraduates from the high school six
years later. The claf is a challenge to the grade boy. The cow
and claf will be a challenge to the beginning high school boy. The
resulting dairy herd with an acreage of alfalfa and a field of silage
corn will be a challenge and a satisfaction to the boy vhen he
graduates from high school six years after he started with his dairy
calf. Such & boy is prepared to meke his living in the vocation in
which he hag been trained; he is established in business probabdly es
a partner with a brother or with his father.

The same principle obtains in the crop enterprises. A fourth
of an acre of potatoes, for example may be a challenge to the
seventh or eighth grade boy, an acre to the ninth grader, and five
to ten acres to the lad graduating from high school six years after
starting his enterprise. A boy with six years of experience and
study will accumulate the knowledge and acquire the skill to make
him an expert in this enterprise”.

This pretty well states the viewpoint of the Smith-Hughes
teacher in his project work.

The following is a summary of the 1929 projects and & com=-
parison with the state summary for the same year prepared by ir.
Gallup. The scope, project income and net profit and used &s com-

parisons.



Table VI

Summary of 1929 Grand Ledge ProJjects Compared With State

: s tdverage Project In-tAverage Net Pro=-
Project :Number of Students: Scope of Acres tcome per Boy sfit pver acre

:Gr, Ledge : State :Gr. Ledge :State :Gr. Ledge ¢ State “Qw.\Hmmmm : otate
Potatoes : 4 : 676 : 2 2/3 912.76 & 39.44 £103.77 $59.00 $76.74
Beans 8 482 19 1478.8 38.87 85.61 16.36 27.90
Wheat 1 35 1 247.35 51.79 80.55 25.90 11.35
Cucumbers 1 101 3 116,07 2.47 45.22 5.94 39.27

loss loss

Garden 3 118 13 67.91 13.11 41.10 4,37 83.75
Poultry 2 248 5589 39929 34.03 101.35 «06 63
Sheep 2 52 48 636 £65.94 97.43 11.09 7.96
Dairying 3 151 8 519 606.18 275.41 189.81 80.13
Onions 1l - * - 52.60 - 210.40 -
Horse 2 - 2 - 20.50 - 20.50 -
Total 998.68 892.44 b534.69 327.73
ha\QH.mmo 99,87 Homomm mu.*q *OQOQ
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Table 6 shows that Grand Ledge hes a lower averege project
incowme per boy than the state but a nigh average net profit per
acre. The former czn be expleined by the several projects that
were losses and the dry season. The latter can be explained by
the good so0il and cultural methods used.

In the things in which the Grand Ledge community specializes
such as dairying and sheep, it is much above the state average.

Two view points might be teken as to vroject work:

(1) Thet the student carries a project merely to satisfy
the requirements of the Agricultural instructor and to get his
credit,

(2) In contrast to this view might be placed the view-point
of Mr. Gallup that it is a training ground for later life.

One of the most difficult taesks that has been the writer's
in Grand Ledge has been to get a student to see the value of pro-
Ject work and to see the vocational attitude es it is idealized
by the statement of Mr. Gallup.

It is understood that the town students are not in mind be-
cause 1t is more difficult for them to engage in project work than
those who live in the country. Probally the biggest reason for the
failure to see the vocational attitude has been the system in the
school. A boy taking four subjects hes four sejarate compartments
in which he puts his work and the attitude preveils that when
school is out those four compartments can be properly sealed until
opened again September first the following fall. There does not
geem to be much of an attitude of putting into yractice the things
learned in school. This year in the selection of the projects

for awarding of prizes, there were only four out of 25 that really



Table VII

Project Report in Agriculture From the Grand Ledge High School During the
Years of 1922 to 1930

tNo. com=: s s s s ¢ Net Project
Project snleted : Scope ¢ Charges : Credits s:Net Profit ¢ Labor ¢ Income
Potatoes 30 15.54 ¢ 908.87 £2,162.87 $1,307.22 $ 249.78 §1,532.41
Beans 59 161.64 6,379.88 11,429,850 5,708.68 869.34 6,465,36
Corn 20 57.04 1,912.37 4,566,69 2,759.18 366,30 3,780.20
Theat 4 14.04 500.62 1,016.,00 515.38 33.53 548.91
Oats 4 25.84 532.71 640.21 107.50 49.80 157.27
Barley 4 8.54 153.14 268.62 115,48 15.80 130.28
Alfalfa 4 5.54 49,72 111.00 87,77 8.08 95.85
Garden 7 123.86 201,09 117,56 69.28 185.90
Poultry 14 1270.0 1,281,70 2,024,.54 796.02 279,96 1,076,98
Stock 26 86,0 10,449.38 14,909.28 4,594.48 417.39 4,744.01
{isc. 14 665.18 1,386.20 727,53 112.76 839.37
Totals 186 £22,424.67  $38,716.00  $16,835.77 $2,461.02 $19,657.54

Total number of boys perticipating - 102
Total number proJjects completed - 186
Average Net Income per project - $105.18
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had & vocational attitude as expressed in their project report
and in their summer vork.

Table 7 is a summary of all the projects since the departmént
began. Sometimes a study of the totel can give a more comprehen-
sive view of the vzlue of project work. It -shows the number of
projects completed and the averege net income and profit per
project.

The significant things in the above table can best be
summarized in the following manner:

(1) the bigrest projects have been Beans, Livestock, Corn,
Potatocs, and Poultry. These are the major enterprises of our
community.

(2) There have been completed 186 projects from 102 boys.

(3) The boys have had & gross income of $38,716 and a net
income of 16,835.77.

(4) They have paid themselves for labor {2,416.02 and this
added to the net profit makes & totsl of $19,557.54. During the
eight years the department has been running the Federal Governe

ment has invested 8,930 and the local school the following:

Salaries $15, 300
Traveling expense 1,200
Meintenance 500

Total 3 17,000

If the above local expense is divided in half, it gives a
total of #8,500. The reason for this is that one-:alf of the
ingtructor's time is spent in teaching science that if it were
not for the Agriculturel teacher, the board would have to hire
another teacher. $8,500, the local expense, added to the federal

money mekes a cost of %18,525. Without question the department
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has incressed the number of non-resident students and if this
could be calculated it would increase the profit to the school
and community considerably. It may also be added that the agri-
cultural department has more than paid for itself.

(8) The average net project income per project for the

period 1922 to 1930 is hicher for Grend Ledge than the state.

Qutstanding Vork of the Members of the Agricultural Department.

The depertment has been for tunate in winning a number of
Judging contests and has been trying to orgenize the work of the
community lines.

In May, 1930, at Junior Farmers® Week, the following
winnings were made:

Livestoek - 1lst and 10th individuals and 2nd team.

Grain - 6th individual and 2nd team.

Sheep - 1lst team.

In May, 1931, 2nd in the speaking contest and a member of
our local F.F.A. was made a State Farmer at the State Convention
of the F.F.A.

During Farmers' Day in the sumuer of 1930, one of the students,
Kenneth Smith, won second prize in the grain Judging contest which
was very close to the first. The contestant teking first prize
was & college graduate and a past member of the Farm Crops Depart-

ment.,



Student Agricultural Club

Forest Smith organized the first Agricultural Club. 1Its
members have t0ld the writer that it was a live club. Tney hed
a program of vork and social meetinss. Nr. lorrice's efforts with
that club were unsuccessful and so it was re-orgenized. It was
a social club alto:ether., It was kept going two years. About
that time the Future Farmers of America movement was organized
and the club was reorganized into a Future Farmers of Americe

Chapter.

Future Farmers of America

Future Farmers of America, Chapter No. 62, was organized
April 12, 1930. In the summer of 1920, they put up an exhibit
of the West Michigan State Fair which won the first prize of 270.
Due to the fact that the fair is bankrupt, tre boys are unabdble
to get their money and this has had a detrimental effect upon
the club. Hgwever, at the present time, they are engaged in a
plene of community service that is very valuable. They have an
hour and a half program which they present to the rurel school's
Parent Teachers Associetions. Tney give some music of the humorous
kind and a number of demonstrations. These show their work in
high school ceclasses. At present taney have visited 10 rural
schools vith many more calls then can be filled. Bclow is the
program they use.

Musie by entire group.

"Honk changes His Mind®™ - a dialogue on the use of standard
analysis fertiligers by Hank and Bill, the parts taken
by John Reeder and Leon Garlock,

Wilk Testing by Deon Gillett and Dale Tiedt in which they
show the value of milk testing and proper feeding of

cattle and actually show them how to make the Babcock
Test.
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Court Trial of a wm=n vho did not use lime, in which they
give the advantages of using lime and finally convince
this men that he must use lime on his iields. Parts

teken are Judge - :enneth Dixon; Defendent - Stanléy
walters; Plaintifls - Xenneth Smith and Kenneth Bomer-
saeim,

The Kinés of Farm Seeds, in which the students have painted
and drawn tae pictures of the seeds on charts giving
a short discussion of them and allowing the farmer to
see 1if they cen identify them.

A series of slides on esgs, which was in preparation for
our egg show, by Ralph Lavwrence and Dale Vogt.

The Grand Ledge Rural Community and Its Institutions by
wilbur Dexter. He discusses the sociologicsl viéw
point of the comnunity.

Debate - Horses vse. Tractors in which they give the important
points of each and allow tahe crowd to decide.

Close with some musie and the Future Farmers song.

At present tne club nunbers 20 members, 10 Future Farmers and

ten Greenhands.

Egg Show
The Agricultural Departnent has hed an egg show for the pest
three yerrs in connection with the Grand Ledge State Bank in whiech

they stressed better quality of eggs. Below is the catalog that

wes used in the 1921 egg show.
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Third Annusl
EGG SHOVW

Grand Ledge State Bank
Cooperating with
THE AGRICULTURAL DEPARTIEXNT CF
TIE GRALD LEDGE HIGH SCHOOL

March 18, 19, 20 and Rl.

Grand Ledge, Michigan
llarch 10, 1931

Dear Sir:

In offering to the public this catalog of the third
annual Egg Show to be held at the Grand Ledge State Bank
Marech 18, 19, 20, and 21, we feel that the support and
interest manifested during the last two years have made
the enterprize a worthy one. The purpose of tae show is
to create greater interest in the production of gquality
eggs, and to demonstrate proper methods of Jjudging and
grading eggs. The demand for better quality in market
eggs is rapidly attracting the attention of every breeder
and producer and quality ecan only come when the producer
as well as the consumer learns to recognize it, and to
realize its commercial value.

Study the classes and enter all those in which you
are qualified with one or more dozen.

Carefully pack the eggs with two extras designated
as such to insure a full dozen in case of breakage. Bring
or mail the eggs to the Grand Ledge State Bank londay,
Yarch 16. Eggs will not be accepted after noon Tuesday,
lareh 17.
Yours very truly,

Agricultural Department
Grend Ledge High School

Menager of the Egg Show

VAS:AAL
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CLASSES

Grand Sweepstakes
Sweepstakes rosette ribvon given for the best dozen
white egss in the snow,
Sweepstakes rosette ribbon given for the best dozen
- brown eggs in the show,.
Ribbons given for 1lst, 2nd, and 3rd places in each
sub-class.

Class FNumber 1
Agricultural Department, Grand Ledge High School Class.
Open to any stucent taking or who has taken Agriculturel
courses in Grand Ledge High School. Cash prizes given
by the Grand Ledge State Bank.
Sub-class A. - White eggs
Sub-class B. = Brown eggs

Clags Number 2

Smith-Hughes student class. Open to any student enrolled
in any of the Smith-Hughes classes in Michigan. Grand
Ledge State Bank Trophy to become property of a school
when won three times in suceession. (Eaton Rapids won
last year and the year before.)

Sub-class A. -~ White eggs

Sub-elass B. - Brown eggs

Cless Number 3
Rural Schools Student Class. Open to any student or
students in rural schools sround Grand Ledge. Cash
Prizes.
Sub-class A. White eggs
Sub-class B. Brown eggs

Class Number 4
Farmers and Fanciers Class. Open to any grower of
poultry. Trophy to become property of person when
won three times in succession by an indigidual.
Grand Ledge Produce Company Trophy. (Won by Mrs. Howard
Hixon last year).
Sub-class A. - White eggs
Sub-class B. = Brown eggs

Class Number 5
Marketing class. Open to any grocery, meat market
or business house selling eggs to the publiec.
Sub-class A. - White eggs
A2, Smith Trophy. (Won by Mrs. Brott of Charlotte
last year).
Sub-class B. - Brown eggs



EXPLANATION

Broken or eracked eggs will be cut full amount of points
allowed for each egg.

SIZE: A cut of 5 points will be macde for each ounce
under 24.

A cut of two points will be made for each ounce over
thi rtyo

SHAPE: Two-thirds of & point is allowed for each egg
if perfect in shape.

SHELL TEXTURE: Shell should be firm, smooth and of
fine texture. There should be no wrinkles, roughness, or
thin spots. IEggs should not be cracxed. It is an excellent
plankto send one or two extra eggs, so marked, to replece any
eracks.

CONDITION: Free from dirt and stain, and unwashed.
Washing destrgys the natural luster.

UNIFORMITY OF SHAPE: All eggs should be of the same
shape, according to the ideas of the sender.

UNIFORMITY OF SIZE: Eech egg should conform &s nearly
as possible to the desired size, as uniformity largely controls
eppearance.

UNIFORIIITY OF COLOR: All eggs in each entry shou2d be
of the same shade of color. If white, 211l egss should be pure
white and free from any trace of tint or cresminess. If brown
they may be any shade of brown, but should be uniform.

DISQUALIFICATION:

l, Positive evidence of faking.

2. Double yolked eggs.

3. Stale eggs es evidenced by abnormal air cells.
4. Developing germs or embryos.

5. Any washed or polished eggs.

SCORE CARD

Sizet..0........I...00.......0.0.‘.......0.....‘.. 30 POints
Shape..'.......‘...‘.....OOO....O..0...‘........OO SPOints
Uniformity Of color...Q..O....O..O...O.‘..0.0..O.. lo pOints
miformity Of SMPGOOQDOOQ..QOQOI...O.Q...Q..l.... spoints
Uniformity Of Size...................0. e 00 00000 00 12 pOints
Shell Texmre...Ot0..0.0.0..0D..........l'l....l.. ZO pOints
Condition of Shellececocosccssocsssnsccscsscssnsse 15 points
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Influence of Training 1in Agriculture

Probably the most outstanding student of the agricultural
depar tment has been Elbert Kelsey. Nr. Kelsey was an honor student
at Michigan State College and a member of Alpha Zeta honorary
agricultural fraternity. He returned to the farm and not only is
produeing good crops and livestock, but is a real leader. He has
formed a Delta Township Farmers! Clubd which cements together the
two neighborhoods, Delta Center and Delta liills, the first year
out from college.

Harold Strange took the two year general short course and
has been farming in partnership with his father in home community.

Maurice Wilson also took the two year short course and came
back to help his father farm a lsrge farm with modern equipment.
At present he is working on a big dairy farm.

Normen Reeder is outstanding in writing. In 1929 he cow
tested to make money to pay his way through the last three years.
At the present time he is assistant Editor of the "™Michigan State
News",

Raymond McMullen, who worked a year at the Upper Peninsuls
Experimental Station at Chatam and helped fit the cattle which
were exhibited at both state fairs, is now a freshman in Veter-
inary Science, at Michigan State College.

There are 15 graduates who took vocational ggriculture that
are back home on farms and are active in either helping their
fathers or working for themselves. Seven of these graduates have
developed leadership qualities and may be better citizens because
of the school.

The great question in the teacher's mind is "What difference
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may I make in the lives of these students?" 4nd the great question
in the mind of those who have been in the Grand Ledge Agricultural
Department is "What difference is there between those who have had
agricultural high school training and those who have not?" They
are a select group of boys. In order for them to ecome to high
school with the expense of tuition and a car, the parents must
have & better income than the average., It has been the writer's
experience that those boys who have done the best work in voca-
tional agriculture are those who have had training on their dad's
farm under & good farmer. There may also be a tradition of going
to high school which exists in the family. Without question this
whole situation 1s definitely bound up with the home,

Four-H Clubs

The writer purposely has not discussed the 4-H club for two
reasong: first, the lack of availability of the data, and second,
the variation in strength of the clubs.

About 8 or 10 years ago, Mr. Tenny, now at the lichigan State
College, did an outstanding piece of work as county club leader
and later as county agriculturel agent in starting a large number
of 4-H c¢lubs which certainly had an influence in the community.
At the present time lMr. Kardel is carrying on these elubs. They
have had a great amount of influence on a number of Agricultural
students., Harold Strange who has spent 10 years in calf clubd
work is a product of 4-H club influence.

Agricultural Extension Work

Since 1917 the county has had a County Agricultural Agent.

4t present the county agent also handles 4-H e¢lud work. He has



been very active in holding extension schools and assisting in
evening schools and day meetings. In 1920 the Grand Ledge Agri-
cultural Department of the high school, in connection with the
County Agent and the Michigan State College, held a series of
gix meetings along dairy lines. There was an average attendance
of over 100 at those six meetings at the close of which a huge
banquet was held and diplomes were given. Professor Taylor of
the Dairy Department of liichigen State College conducted the work.

In 1921 the course that was given was Animal Husbandry.
Professors Brown, loxley, and Freeman gave the work. There was an
average attendance of about 80.

In 1932 the anticipation is for & school in farm crops con-
ducted by the farm crops depertment of liichigan State College.

There has been one ilichigan State College extension school
in the immediate area of Grand Ledge. This was held in Solls
in 1930, This type of school is one in which the two or three
members of the neighborhood meet at Charlotte with others from
different parts of the county and a college specialist gives the
work, and these leaders in turn cecarried the work back to groups

in their home neighborhoods.

Farm Qrganizations

Most farm organizations have a program of adult education.
The most femlllaer to the writer is that of the Grange. It has
two meetings a month at which a lecturer's program gives dis- B
cussion on modern farm topiecs and a program of interest elong

other educational lines. This isalso true to & lesser degree

of a Farm Bureau and the Gleaners. The Farmers'! Clubs have a

progrem vwhich centers largely around education and will be disg-
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cussed in another chep ter.

The School and the Intermingling of Town and Country People

One would expect that since the country boys and town boys

re thrown together in the social groups of the high school that
both they end their parents would intermingle rather freely in
other social community activities. This cdoes not seem to be the
case; rather the social activities of country life center in
strong neighborhood groups end there is a lack of community con-
sciousness in social life. The difference may be illustrated by
the following incident. The writer recently took a group of boys
to g State Hi-Y conference at Bay City. There were two country
boys and & group of about ten city boys. The country boys were
anxious to room together and during the extra time at the con-
ference were togetner and did not mix with members of even their
own delegation. The same was true at the loec2l conference., The
lack in mingling is due to a nuanber of things. The boys have ex-
pressed these factors to the writer and the following three are
the most important:

l. The difference in social background in that the city boys
have had plenty of time to mix with boys of their own age in the
town and they know all of the boys and have known them up through
the grade school. Uherees, the country boys coming from tae
various schools feel they are members of an out-group and even as
late as their senior year still do not mix with the town boys.

2. The éountry boys do not have the leisure time, both after
school and Saturdays. They are home working on the farm and do

not enter into social activities held by the city group.
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3. The city boy goes home for his lunch and the country boys
mix together during the noon hour and produce a group of their own.

This lack of mingling is not so apparent in a school of this
size as 1t would be in a school the size of Lansing, from which
the writer was graduated. We who lived in the country had & very
close group and did not mingle with the city boys.

Vhile in school, business, and banking activities, association
of the people is on a community basis. The social 1life of the
farm people still continues mainly in the neighborhood group.

It will be noted in Figure 12 that some areas have more
students who attend high school and who are in the agricultursal
departument than others, Comparison with the average annual number
of tulition pupils from 1915-1929 inclusive shows the same result.
The following figures prepared by the Sociology Department of the
Michigan State College are arranged by school distriet.

The Strange district has the highest number for the whole
area. There are 19.8 tuil tion pupils annually per 100 children
of school age (5 - 19 years). Canasda Settlement, most of its
district being included in the Strange Neighborhood has 15.3
per 100 children. In the northern part of the community the
figures are 8.77 for the Blough district; 9.55 for the Pennington
distriet; and 10.90 for the North Eagle distriect. Oneida Center
8chool is another high spot with 13.05 tuition pupils per 100
children., The Dolly Varden school in the Delta Center Neighbor-
hood hasg 18.25. This is the second highest school distriet in

the community. There are two explanations of the above data:
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1. In the districts and neighborhoods that have the highest
numbers of tultion pupils and agricultural students there are
customs and traditions favoring higher education. The attitude
is that everyone ought to go to high school and every effort is
made to see that this is accomplished.

2. Probably the farm income is higher thus enabling the
parents to pay the tuition and provide transportation. This
indicates that the soil is in a high state of fertility and

profitable farm practices are used.
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CHAPTER V
TIE CHURCH

One of the most important institutions in a community is
the chureh. With the changing modern conditions one insistently
hears such questions as the following: Can the church adJjust
1tself to new conditions in time to maintain its leadership in
the community? What will happen to the rural church that cannot
efford the proper leadership? Will the rural church continue to
be a neighborhood influenee or will it drop into a place of
secondary importance in the environment of the young people? Will
rural churches unite into a larcer parish plan? Can the rural
cshureh throw over the 0ld methods of purely emotional appeal and
on the basis of an intellectual approach to religion become a
spiritual forece in the community religion? If the churech ean not
do this then there is a danger of a decline in rural life and a
resulting peasantry. Churoches were established very early in
the development of rural life and those which stimulated and
interpreted the religious experiences of people played & funda-
mental part in the development of the rural community. Neighbore
hood life was especially motivated and influenced by church
activities.

Of late years tne large concentration of wealth and popu-
lation in urban centers has drawn the best ministers and lesaders
from the country churches. This left the rural field almost
entirely to the very old or very young. The young man went to
the city after he had served his apprenticeship in the country,

to what seemed a larger field of service and larger financial

reward. The older ministers were turned back to the country when



pasﬁ their age of most effective service., ¥ith the great advance
of physical and biological sciences and the increased complexity
of rural life, people have insisted on their religious activities
keeping up with the other experiences of life, Otherwise, they
are meaningless.

The fairly recent and rapid changes in rural areas have
caused neighborhood boundaries to vary greatly and sometimes to
disappear entirely.

Churches have not always met these changes in a systematiec
way. Many of them have kept the same 0ld methods and types of
organizations while schools, for instanée, have made their ad-
Justaent through consolidation. The science of agriculture is
edvaneing rapidly and farmers are becoming more progressive,
Therefore, only those churches that are able to interpret
religion to these people in terms of thelr everyday experiences
ean interest them, Churches have been handicepped in this
respect for until very recently ministers have not studied the
gocial and economie aspect of rural life as a background for
their work. There are few ministers so trained even at the
present time.

The Grand Ledge community like most pioneer communities,
built churches along with its homes and schools. Fortunately
these churches have maintained a virile religious leadership and
several of them have modernized their programs. Some neighborhoods
have rural churches that are carrying on fine, constructive
religious programs with activities for old and young. The plan

and power of the rural chureh is well illustrated by the accom-
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Figure 13. The Location of the Churches in the Grand Ledge Community.
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plishments of such churches.

The c¢ity of Grand Ledge has 13 different denominations which
indicates little cooperative study or inclination for community
interests. Possibly no one knows Just how many churches a ocity
of 3,572 population needs, but probabdbly 13 are too many. De
Brunner“;w states in his book that about 1,000 people per church
is a reasonable norm. The three largest churcnes in town, the
Congregational, the Methodist Episcopal, and the Baptist, have a
total membership of 760. Of these 67 are rural members., Of the
10 churches left only 5 have a regular membership list. The ten
churches have a total membership of 425 of which 167 are rural
members,

The buildings of the above mentioned churches are above the
average for a community of this type. They are substantial
buildings of wood or brick. Most of them are painted, the lawns
mowed and in general are well eared for., There is a laek of good
dining room and kitchen equipment. The Eagle church has bought
another building for this purpose. The Congregational, Methodist
end Episcopal in the town are fairly supplied, the best open
country church as regards equipment is at Delta Center. This
church has a well equipped kitched anddining room. Only two churches
have regular stage equipment and these are home made. There are
three churches that have pipe organs in Grand Ledge. The one at
the Congregational is a ilohler and rivels those in larger Lansing
churches. The Congregational Churech had a moving picture machine
but this was sold to the'high school and is used almost entirely
in the Agricultural Department. The department loans it and sends
an operator, usually a student, to a great many farm organizations,

churches and schools.
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The pastors for the most part consider the city as a com-
munity apart from the country. They participate in rural affairs
only for speeches, funerals, etc., and then only occasionally.
There is no ministers' association since only a few can agree on
general policies relating to the community. They have tried
union meetings but they have largely failed due to the denomina-
tionalism of both the pastors and the people.

Most of the ministers have had a four year college course and
three years of seminary training. The Methodist church has had
a man with a Doctor of Divinity degree as its pastor. 1In the past
the Congregetional church has had a man who held a position in the
state organization. The open country and village churches have
not faired so well., As has been stated before, the young men, the
older men and the untrained men are often delegated to the rural
churches. The Wrights at Wacousta, the Snells at Eagle, and the
Kelseys at Deita are exceptions to this rule. They have somewhat
more of an evangelistiec type of program than the larger city
churches;

The church programs in the city appear to meet the needs of
the c¢ity. They include besides the usual program of church,
Sunday School, and Ladies' Aid; Boy Secout Work, Girl Scout Work,
Hi-Y and Girl Reserves groups, (although the scouts, Hi-Y and
Girl Reserves are under the direction of the school at the present
time). This plen was adopted in order to preveni duplication
end to allow a welfare fund drive for money which may be canvassed
from the entire eity instead of drives by churches of several

denominations.
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In the following table some deteiled fects pertaining to

these churches are presented.

Table VIII

lemberships and Services of Churches

thesI-: tNo. 10:No. 1n:No. Of:No. in:Auxiliary

sdent ¢ sSundey:Y.P. :Rural :Rural sorgani-

slem- :No. in:School:organ-: Mem- :Parish:zations
Church sberg :Parish: sization bers H
Grand Ledge M.E. 335 1,000 523 75 38 50 L,B,G,
Grand Ledge First

Congregational 260 100 50 40 17 63 L,G,Y,M.
Grand Ledge Bap-
tist 165 166 100 20 15 15 L,B.
Wacouste 162 600 145 50 162 600 L.
G.L. Catholie 150 150 20 none 100 100 L.
G.L. Episcopal 120 120 60 42 none none L.
Mulliken M.E. 100 1,000 125 25 100 1,000 L.
G.L. Free Meth. 80 800 70 none 25 25 0
Eagle M.E. 67 600 100 30 67 600 L.
Strange Presby. 60 100 S0 none 56 100 L.
G. L. Christian
Seience 40 50 18 none 12 12 0
Delta Center M.E. 37 76 60 25 37 78 L.
Delta Mills M.E. 35 75 70 25 38 70 L.
7th Day Advent 38 35 18 none 30 30 0
Hoytville Free M. 20 20 39 none 20 20 0
Auxiliary organizations ¢ L. - Ladies Aid
B. = Boy Scouts
G. - Girl Scouts

Y.M. - YQMOCOAQ
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Religious education was taught in the Grand Ledge publie
gchools for a few years. Tne ministers were the teachers and
because of their fundamentalistic beliefs in some cases the students
were not interested and this program has been dropped.

One fifth of the population of the Grand Ledge community are
members of churches. About 30% of the townspeople belong to
church, If we consider the population outside of Grand Ledge to
be 4,000, 18% of these belong to church. Therefore, the pro-
portion of people in the country belonging to church is less than
in the clty. Probably one reason is that the city dweller has
more time to go to church on Sunday, whereas the farmer must do
the chores before he c¢azn go. To get this work completed, and
then drive several miles to church is a task that & great many
farmers feel is too great, especially if they have been working
hard in the field the other six days of the week. Perhaps they
would go more if the orgenizations maintained a more complete and
interesting program. Another reason might be that quite often
there is less pastorial visitation in the country and hence there
has not been the interest menifested. The city churches often
have gtronger programs.

The leading "number in the parish™ in Table 8 refers to
those whom the church serves whether they are members or not.
Parish is a term used by Congregationalists while Constituency is
used by the Methodist Church. These data relating to number in
e parish are not especially significant. One church may think it
influences all within the borders of its area lines. Another may
ligt in its parish those persons that the pastor has called upon
or have used the church. The meaning of the term influence is

indefinite.
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Six of the churches do not have young people's organizations
because their denomination does not sponsor this type of organi-
gation. The auxiliary organizations include Ladies' Aids, Boy
and Girl Scouts, Y.M.C.A., Y.W.CeA., and others. These are listed
as to their respective churches in the table.

Seventy per cent of the churches have an organized Sunday
School the rest teach groups of small children in other ways. ‘
In addition to the churches there are Hi-Y, Girl Reserves, Boy
and Girl Scouts and unstable evangelistic organizations. There
are six of the latter type in Grand Ledge who maintain no regular
megbership roll. Estimating the membership of these to exceed
250 it would be conservative to say that 25 per cent of the popu-
lation are members of a church. The number of those people who
attend some form of religious activity as sponsored by the above
organizations would exceed 6,000 which is 66 per cent of the
population.

The status of the rural churches is indicated by the fact
that in the community six of the eleven rural churches established
ere active and have strong programs. Two of the five inactive
oneg are being used as community halls; one was torn down; one
burned down. The remaining cne is unused execept for occasional
funerals and other meetings.

The sociwl programs of the rural churches include activities
for young people in training, recreation, farm programs, besides
the usual parties and picnics. The programs presented in the

appendix illustrate the varying sociesl e£forts of these churches.



The training of young people includes summer conferences,
summer camps, teacher training for Sunday School classes an@
Christian Endeavor and Baptist Young People's Association Con-
ferences.,

A3 the leadership of both pastors and laymen begin to see
the value of organizations and become trained in handling these
organizations more of them are developed and the present ones are
moderniged and placed in their proper position of influence in the
community. The programs included are trying to £ill the needs as
their pastors see them in the community. This is indicated by
Church nights, Children's Day programs, Ladies' Aid and Men's
Classes that most of the churches have in their program. All
through the community organizations and programs there seems to
be a lack of recreation. The only evidences are summer camps.

The rural church pastors vary in the amount of influence
they exert in the epmmunity. At Eagle, the pastor plays an
important part in the Farmer's Cludb, P.T.A., and other neighbor-
hood organizations. He is a young man who expects to be a medical
missionary in Africa. Reverend and )Mrs. Wright at Wacousta have
& tremendous influence in all of the rural orgaﬁizations in three
neighborhoods. To further illustrate the church situation in
Grand Ledge community, a short discussion and deseription of the

various types of churches follows. O

Open Country Churches - The Strange Presbyterian Church

The outstanding rural church in the whole community is the
Strange rural church. The date of its organization was 1849. It

hag held a continuous program in operation since that time. The
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Strange family assisted by two other families organized the
church and they have maintained a strong influence in the church
sinee that time. The church with a school and cemetery con-
stitutes the neighborhood center of the Strange neighborhood.
The church is & frame structure as is also the Parsonage
beside the church. From the photograph in Chapter III, under
the Strange neighborhooq;one can see the fine type of structure.
The church has only one floor, the basement containing only a
furnace. The parsonage is used for Sunday School rooms. A
small electriec plant is installed which provides electric lights
for both parsonage and the church. The church has a membership
of 60 and an average attendance between 40 and 50. This speaks
well for the organization that as high a per ecent of the member-
ship attend regularly. At the present time the church does not
have a resgident pastor but is on a circuit with another church,
the pastor living at the parsonage of the other chureh. It has,
however, maintained its own preacher until the last few years.
The program of the church includes church services, Sunday School,
and young people's work. Some of the social activities include
pienies, ice eream sociables and band concerts, They have had
a program of young people's work until 1931. Most of the young
people &t present are in college and those few remaining feel
they eould not carry on the program. In 1929 a young people's
orchestra was organized. This was carried on for a year dbut the
young people became busy in high school and college then the

orchestra was dropped.
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Delta Township Churches

There are two churches in Delta township., Since they are
in the same neighborhood and served by the same pastor they will
be disocussed together,

Delta Center Methodist Episcopal church is another church
much like the Strange Presbyterian. It was organized at a later
date, but has maintained a good program to the present time
including young people's work, dramatices, adult education, and
many other exceptional features. The influence of the Delta
Milla church, as has been stated in another part of this thesis,
is probably due to the enthusiasm of the man who came into the
neighborhood and helped rebuild the building. This leader put
new life into the organization and it is now an important in-
fluence in the community. At the present time the preacher,
Reverend Kelsey, who also is a farmer, seems to have quite an
influence on both churches.

The Kelseys have fostered & Farmers' Club as & part of the
chureh program. The club uses the Delta Center church as a
meeting place and for suppers. The churches are holding thair
young people'’s meetings together, meeting first at one church
then another. They have been able to get more interest and a
better attendance in this manner.

The churches have put on a number of dramatie productions
and have a complete set of stage equipment built by themselves.
They also cooperate with the county agricultural agent and the
extension service by allowing them to hold meetings in the churches.
Delta Center is a Methodist church but the Delta Mills church is

a community church.
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Village Churches

The village churches such as those in Eagle and Mulliken
have varied in their influence. One rezson for this fact is the
practice of the Methodist Conference to place its weaker or its
older ministers in the small villages. Occasionally some of these
shurches have been able to get a young men who is able to lead
a great number of the people in their thinking along spiritual
lines. That has been true especially at the Eagle church with
its present pastor. The minister before him was an o0ld man,
rather evangelistiec and quite conservative in his methods. At
the period of his departure the church thought of uniting with
the stronger church in Wacousta, and have one pastor serving both.
However, a new pastor came and at present seems to have erecated a
leading influence in social and religious organizations in that
communi ty.

The Wacousta church has had the unusual experience of having
outstanding leadership. When the Wrights came there in 1923 or
1925, the organization was very nearly dead. Mrs, Wright assumed
‘the pastor's duties and Mr. Wright handled the ministerisl work.
He was able to work in Lansing and thus supplemented his salary
sufficiently to educate their chiddren. Hence this neighborhood
had an unusual opportunity to benefit by good leadership.

Mrs. Wright made a survey to discover the ncedg of the com-
muni ty. Then she organized the groups to meet thoss needs. The
program that is found in the appendix shows the integration of
all of the orgenizations of that nsighborhood. Probadbly the most

outstanding faet about the church 1s the vast number of young

people interested in it. At present the young people's society
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in that neighborhood reaches more than fifty people. This is
more than any other church in the whole community. The fifty
memberships are not merely on the books. The church is an im-
portant influence in the lives of those young people. The ex-
planation is in the personality of both Mr. and Mrs. Wright.
These two people have such a wholesome, happy outlook on life
and the religious interpretations of it that they influenece those
young people with whom they come in contact tremendously. Both
Mr., and Mrs., Wright are active in farm organizations, the P.T.A.,

and the other neighborhood organizations.

The City Churches

Since it would not be possible or feasable to diseuss all of
the churches in Grand Ledge only the more influential ones will be
considered. The Congregational Church probably has more of the
leaders in the community on its membership roll than all of the
rest of the churches combined. The men and women in this orgeni-
zgation are leaders in social, charitable and other types of work
in the town. This church has an interesting history which includes
building & chureh, moving and rebuilding the parsonage, installing
an excellent pipe organ, and the development of a well-rounded
program of young people's work, Sunday School sactivities, week day
religion and other interests.

In 1854 the Congregational society was organized and in 1864
the ochurch was organized. The church whieh was distinet from the
society, was built in 1864 and was the first church building in
Grand Ledge. The Methodists used the building alternately wi th
the Congregationalists. The original cost, including the lot,
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was about £3,300. The present valuation is many times this amount.

In the early 1900's the church was rebuilt and about ten
years ago a very fine Mohler pipe organ installed. The church
has enjoyed the very strong loyalty of its members as is illus-
trated by its family night suppers. Three years ago their pastor
died and during the year before another minister was selecsted,
their pulpit was filled only with supply preachers. Often a
different man came each Sunday. During this period attendance at
all functions did not diminish to any appreciative extent.

The present pastor and his wife have sponsored a wide varity
of orgenizations in their program. The church has added & number
of new members to its roll., TFive whole families came into its
membership at Easter time. The Sunday School is organized into
departments., These have the latest tesching equipment and supplies.
Teacher training has been carried on. The program for young
people ineludes Girl Scouts, (The Boy Scouts belong to the high
school groupings), Young People's Choir, a junior choir, summer
Sunday School Conferences, training cemps, etec. The Y.M.C.A. and
Y.W.C.A., 2adult committees are almost wholly made up of Congre-
gationalists.

The Methodist Church in Grand Ledge is a younger church than
the Congregational Church. It was built in 1851. The building
is the largest of all the rest of the churches. It has & fine
auditorium with a large dining hall. This has & fair kitchen
accompanying it. They have a small kiohler pipe organ but with
less gets of pipes thean the one at the Congregational Church.

There is no stage, stage equipment, moving picture eguipment
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or the like. The Parsonage located next to the church, is about

average as compared to the rest of the houses in Grand Ledge.

The program consists of Church, Sunday School, Young People's

meetings, and prayer meeting. Special days such as Children's

Day, and picnics are observed. They started a Boy Scout program

but the school has taken over all of the scouts in the city.
Their pestors have changed often as the Methodist Conference

is apt to do. The predecessor of the present man had a degree

of Doctor of Divinity. The present pastor and his wife seem to

be interested in developing ecommunity work. They have been in

the community only a short while.

Summary
In short the value of the church is in the provision of re-

ligious instruetion and young people's meetings of various sorts.
The town and country in church activities do not mingle with a
very few exceptions.

From the g tandpoint of the young people the programs of
the churches should:

l. Plan recreation activities.

2., Have more of a coordinate community program.
There also seems to be a lack of cohesiveness in the community
between the town and country churches,

Most of the country churches have provided work for young

peopls. They have been rewarded in the efforts both by increased

attendance and more influence upon the young people.
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The churches both town and ecountry have offered religious
instruetion., This has been augmented part of the time by the
sehool in its week day program and every summer for the towns-
people 1n its vacation Bible school conducted in the publie

school buildings.
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CHAPTER VI
RURAL ORGANIZATIONS

The Rural Organizations throughout the community do not seem
to be maintaining the influence they once had. This can partly
be explained by the fact that there has been a change in viewpoint
from the neighborhood to the community. It is the writer's
opinion that the day of the neighborhood farm organization is passed.
There must, hoviever, be orgenization, if agriculture 1s to progress
along tne lines of economic and socizl eguality with the other
vocations. There is a continual shifting in the membership of
organizations. The statement that every organization fluctuates
in vitality and sctivity seems to hold true in this community. This
is probably due to the change of individuals, especially leaders,
of the groupings, and the lack of youth in the organization. There
is a temporary lack of interest in 0ld organizations as new ones
come in.

Perhaps the principal accomplishment orne can hope to make
iz en analysis of the community to show what happened to these
orgeanization, and to give a short exvlenation of some of them. If
it were not for Durant's "History of Ingham and Eaton County"™,
without question, & number of these organizations could not be
mentioned because a great many people of the present generation

have not heard of the organizations.

The Grange

The oldest and probably the most effective of the rurel

organizations in this community have been the four granges. The
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Figure 14. Tne Location of the Farm Organizations in the
Grand Ledge Community.
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| writer tries to be unbiased in his opinion even though he has grown
up in the grange atmosphere. However, the four granges, especially
those at Oneida Center and at Delta, seem to have had more influence
for a longer period of time than other ferm organizations. (17)

17

From thne History of Incham eand Eaton Counties, by Durant
the following statement of the Roxand Grange appecars:

Roxand Grange No. 315, P. of H., was organized about 1874.

The first Master was Alexander L. Parker. The present hall

was built in the suwumer of 1879. The membership of the

grange, in July, 1880, was in the neighborhood of seventy,

and the following were the officers: William C. Howell,

Master; Alonzo Albro, Overseer; Perry Trim, Sec.; John

Nickle, Treas.; A. L. Parket, Lecturer; Delos Reed, Steward;

Charles Vebster, Assistant Steward; Mrs. W. C. Howell, Ceres;

rs. A. Albro, Pomona; lrs. Simeon Hart, Flora.

Roxand Grangehas had several periods of growth and decline
but when the writer visited the seeretary, her records showed the
last meeting to have been held in 1925. There was an attempt at
reorganization &t this time. There was an earlier attempt at
reorganization in 1923 as the grange had evidently died at the
beginning of the 20th century. Probably a partial reason that
Roxand Grange declined was the shifting of the emphasis from the
neighborhood to the community. Another reason for the lack of
interest in Roxand Grange was the change of the town from Hoytville
to lulliken. There used to be a fine Grange hall in Hoytville,
but this wzs torn down and used for other buildings. The other
business moved over to }ulliken on the railroad. 4 recent report
given Roxand Center Grange with the meeting place =2t llulliken
with 13 paid up members. These hold their membership only for

their insursnce.,

(17) Durant, S. W. - History of Inghsm and Faton County.
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Oneida Center Grange's charter gives the date of 1874.

This grange was organized Jjust as Grand Ledge had reorgenized in
1906 in Oneida Center with John B. Strange es its first liaster.
Since 1906 they had a period of good years during the time of
whiech they built a hall, had a big membership, and things were
running smoothly. In the last few years, since there has been a
lack of young people in the grange, it has almost died. Recently,
however, one of the state officers ceme in end helped them to get
some new members, especially young people, and since that time they
have initiated quite a class of young people and the organization
shows promise of developing some interest in life. There are about
75 on its membership roll at the present time with the ususl
attendance between 50 and 80. They have made a number of repairs
on the hall, have installed electric lights, whieh are all being
paid for by the earnings of the grenge. If the organization can
maintain itself for another year or two, it probably will be able
to get under motion for another cycle of successful yerrs.

Delta !iil1lls Grange had a similar history. It was organized
in 1874 and reorganized in 1923 and hes hed a long period of
flourishing years. Tne lNicols, Crosby, Creyts, Felton and IlcDonel
families took an active part in a vigorous Grange progrem here and
were active in Holstein breeders associations end other activities
from lichigan State College. llembers of these families took part
in county and state Grange Progrems and in legislative conferences.
At the present time many of the older members are still on the
farm, some of the younger generation are in active education or

business occupations elsewhere,
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In certain periods of the year other granges have very smell
attendance et meetings. Last year the Delts Grange entertained
the business men of Grand Ledge; over 200 attending the banquet.
During the summer the older members seem too busy to go to night
meetincs of the Grange, their average membership has been 45 for
the last two years.

The Danby Grange has only a small part of its membership
within the limits of the Grand Ledge community, hence it need not
be included in this analysis. This organization does not have any
influence upon those people who naturally fall within the Grand
Ledge community. Here is anotner instance where the line of High
School students as a bouncdary of the community does not coincide

with the boundary line of the social groupings.

Gleaners

The Gleaners is an organization which has for its main pur-
pose cheaper insurance. They have an educational program and also
are social centers in neighborhoods. One outstanding thing about
the organization is that when one arbor or local organization
becomes so snall that it cannot maintain itself as & unit, tne
state organization consolidates it with a nearby chapter. At
present there are three arbors in the Grand Ledge community,
namely; Oneida Center, Delfa Center and at Hoytville.

The Oneida Center chapter was organized about 1905 and hsas
a membership at the present time of 175. In 1929 the Eafgle arbor
and the North Benton arbor consolidated with the Oneida Center,
North Benton had a hall but it was torn down and used for other

purposes.
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The Hoytville orgenization was started about the same time
es the other two end at the present time it is rather weak have
ing only a few members and not having regular meetings.

Probably the most important effect of these Gleaner organi-
zations in tnis community hes been the closer knitting of the

neignborhoods and lower insurance retes,

Farmera Clubs

There are three farmers' clubs in the area and they a2ll seem
to be sbout equally strong as far as prozram and members are con-
cerned. It is interesting to note that they are in the eastern
and northern parts of the community. This is due to the fact that
there are no granges in this particular section to provide social
contacets rfor the residents.

The oldest organization is the one at Vacousta called the
Looking Glass Valley Farmer's Club. It was orgenized in 1902.

It has maintained a strong program which may be due in part, to
the influence of the leadership of llr. and ilrs. VWright, who have
been pastors in the llethodist Church in Wacousta several years
and have teken an active part in farm organizations. Most of the
members live outside of the Grand Ledge comnunity. Some of these
people have nad positions in state organizations, such as W.C.T.U.
and Stete Farmer's Club. Their membership at ovresent is between
twenty-five and thirty families. (see appendix for programs).

The next in ege is the Eagle Fermer's Club. This was organi-
zed only a few years ago. Representative John Espie was re-
sponsible for its orgsnization, was its first oresident and has

maintained a strong leadership throughout. They are closely

eallied with the church in Eagle, using its buildings, and the
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leadership from both the church and the farmer's club is approxi-
mately the same.

The youncest organization, organized in the winter of 1931,
is the Delta Township Farmer's Club. ZElbert Kelsey came home from
Michigan State College with a Bachelor's Degree and trained in
leadership. He felt that this community should have an educational
program for the farmers and it is through his efforts that the
orgenization was started. He is its president at this time.

Tne farmers clubs have, for the most part, a program of
education. Of course, this necessarily must be carried on in a
social group and for that reason the church and the fermers elub
often work together as has been true in each cese of the three
farmers clubs mentioned. Their contridbution has been to interest
the farmers in thinking about their busiress from the viewpoint of

analysis and to put into prectice tne better programs of farminge.

Cenetery Associations

The people of this community manifest keen interest and much
zest 1n cemetery associations. These organizations meet once a
month at the homes and churches. They have for their purpose the
care of the cemetery. It is interesting to note that the organi-
zations have turned into social groups nearly every time they meet,
having & pot-luck mecal and having programs of a social nature.
All of the cemeteries in the Grand Ledge community have essocia-
tions. The strongest are those at Delta ilills, Delta Center, and
Wacousta. Their position is shown on the neighborhood map. The
purpose of the association is manifested in the well kept ceme-

teries in the respective communities.
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Patch Club

In the area north and west of Grand Ledge is en organization

of ladies known as the Pateh Club which meets to sew and it is
very much like the Ladles' Aid in most neighborhoods. Tne only

difference is that there is not & church in that neighborhood.

Farm Bureau

In 1920 the county was organized for farm bureau work chiefly
for cooperative business organizations. At tne present time the
county organization in this county is relatively weak, as compared
to it former strength. This 1s due to the business conditions
that have dapressed farm business since the time of the orgeniza-
tion and to the fact that Eaton County is a strong Grange county.
At the present John Strange is nhead of the county farm bureau and

has been active ever since its organization.

Cooperative Organizations

The writer discusses cooperative organizations in this chapter
because he believes this type of organization has its social as
well as economie benefits., The two strongest organizations arc at
Grand Ledge, a Cooperative Live Stock Shipping Association and a
Cooperative Elevator. The Cooperative Live Stock Shipping Associ-
ation has a membership of 520. The purpose of the organization is
to market live stocek cheaper than cen be done through the ordinary
business chennels. There are 800 farmers who shipped livestock
last year in the organization. The non-members provided fees of
a total of £250.00 wahich was used in bangueting the members at the

annual meeting. The gross business transacted by tae organization
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anounted to a quarter of a million dollers last year. The
organization provides a cheaper cost of marketing live stock to
its members.

The Grand Ledge Produce Company is a strong organization with
a membership of 244. The par value of the stock is worth $100.00
end each member is allowed $£500.00 wortn of stoeck, but in no case
more tnan one vote ner person. The sales from last year's busi-
necs encunted to £317,920.00., The organization buys all kinds of
grains, sells coal and supplies. Tiey do business with all sorts
of individuals but the members only receive the profits, in the
dividends. Six per cent is paid on the stock and the dividends
are pald on the amount of business a man does with the company.

The Cooperative Bean Growers Association at Mulliken was
orcanized a fa:w years ago with the aim to produce a higher grade
of beans and get a better market and cheaper seed. Pearl Smith,
a registered seed grower, wes responsible for its organization.
At the present time the organization is practically inactive,

Iulliken has & cocperative shipping association which ships
not only for the members but for anyone. There does not seem to
be any fee for non-members.

The Eagle Shipping Association was organized a number of
years ago and until just recently has shipped live stock from the
Bagle territory. At present tuaey are not shnipping regularly.

The primary interest of cooperative associations of this
type is either to buy or sell products for its members at a
cheaper rate. With the advents of the truck which places the
live stock on the Detroit market in a few hours, the cooperative

live stock shipping associations are suffering voth from members
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and non-members lack of shipping tarough the cooperative. There
seens to be a place for a cooperative elevator and grein market-
ing equipment in the community. Probavly the Grand Ledge Produce
handles this as well as eny company could. Another need is for

a cooperative milk organization. At the present time the price
of milk is so low that farmers are having a hard time to meke a
profit from their herds. There scems to be a wide-spread interest
in that type of orgenization since some of the Grand Ledge com-
munity farmers belong to a Lansing coowerative. The interest

is also manifested in the cless of farm menegement in the high
school in that they have set up on paper a cooperative milk
orcanization. (Acopy of the constitution is in the apoendix).
Perheps this may interest farmers in cooperative marketing of
milk productm.

There are many o ther organizations which have a certain
amount of inflwence. Just how to measure or to explain their
value in the community is & problem outside of this thesis. They
are, however, mentioned as a secondary influence on the farm popu-
lation. The following table shows a list of organizations by
townships, villages, and neighborhoods, the date of organization
and present strength. This list is incomplete inasmuch as many
organlizations formed in the nineteenth century winich ceased to
funetion have been forgotten. The organizations listed give an

ldea of the type thnat are found in the community at this tinme.
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A word of explanation is needed at this time as regards
the usze of terms in the following table. The use of the words
"Very ective™ reference is made to the type of program in that
there is a very active program. It must include work for men,
women, youth and childrem. It must run throughout the yeer and
be an influence in the cormunity. "Active" refers to the above
but to a lesser degree. "Feir™ means their program is not SO
well ad justed and does not meet the needs of all groups. Mieak™
means tney still retain their organization but its influence is

very slight. The rest of the terms are self-explanatory.

Relationship of Farm Organizations to Agricultural Students.

It is very difficult to say Just what effect farm organi=-
zetlons have upon the life of the high school student. As has
been discussed in the chepter on neighborhood, the home, and the
school, the other factors of the students' environment must be
considered. One unit of environment naturally influences the
others, That is, a good student in egriculture in the high
gchool often comes from & farm where the father is a good farmer
and generally belongs to a neighborhood farm organization. The
farm organizations believe that they are training grounds for
leadership in publie soeaking and learning neighborhood re-
sponsibilities, etc. This probably is true to some extent,
yet perhaps it has been overestimated in its usefulness by those
connected with the organizations. Tnhe organizations occeasionally
are & product of the strong leaders in the community and their
leadership also influences other members of the community in

leadership and good farm activities.
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Table IX
ORGANIZATIOQONIS AND THEIR STRINGTH

‘Dete Tunober of Present
Neme of Orcanization Organized Liembers Strength
Grand Ledge
M. B. Caurch 1851 388 Very active
Baptist Church 1851 168 very active
First Congregational Canurch 1854 260 very active
‘asons and Ladies Organizationl865 200 (1) very active
Presbyterian Churech (about )1865 (2) Dead
Emanual German Lutheran 1872 &0 Fair
I1,0,0.F., and Ladies Organ. 1872 150 (1) Fair
Ancient Order of United
Workmen 1879 (2) Dead
Enights of Honor 1878 (2) Dead
Knights of Pithias (2) Dead
Exchenge Club (2) Dead
Chamber of Commerce 1930 30 (1) Active
Anerican Legion 1920 65 (1) Active
Catinolice Church 1928 150 Active
Kodern Vioodman of Americe (2) Dead
Church of God %2; Weak
'azarene 2 Active
Christian Science Caurch 40 Active
ission (2) Active
Seventh Day Advent Church 1) Active
Episcopal 120 Active
Salvation Army (2) Weak
Free llethodist 80
ulliken
Cooperative Shipping (2) Nearly dead
Bean Growers Cooperative 1927 25 (1) Fair
Masons 1905 150 (1) Active
I.0.0.F. 1876 (2) Nearly dead
Band 1879 (2) Dend
M.E. Church
First was United Bretnern 1887 (2) Dead
Then Congregational 1892 (2) . Dead
Now M. E. 1915 100 Active
%kacousta
«&. Church 162 Dead
Congregational Church (2) Dead
Farmers Clubd 1925 70 (1) Active
lasons 50 (1) Fair
Modern Voodman of America (2) Dead
Eagle
gniversalist Church 1892 (2) Dead
Cooperative (2) Nearly dead

1.0.0.F, (2) Dead



Farners Club 75 (1) Active
. E. Church 1870 67 Active

(1) Estimated
(2) Data unobtainable.
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CHAPTER VII
STLZIARY ATID COLCLUSIONS

Any effort to compare the Grand Ledge community with other
cormunities would not only be difficult but would defeat the
purpose of tnis thesis. The thesis seeks to analyze the Agri-
cultural student's environment from the vievipoint of the neigh-
borhood and community influences. Comparisons may be made with
similar studies eand conditions to determine whether these in-
fluences are normal and average. Tbe same statements apply in
the consideration of the neighborhoods. They can be examined and
compared but hunan personalities make the rating of individuals
or social groups very difficult. Sociology seeks to find the
similarities existing in social phenomena. When these similare
ities are discovered, they may be used for the purpose of deter=-
mining future procedure when comparable conditions are involved.
Tne discovery of the sociologiceal facts necessitates the work of
many students and reguirss much painstaking research. The
gstudent in Grand Ledge high school must be studied not only eas
an individual but as a member of a group in order that curricule
and methods of teaching may be organized. An examination must be
made from the viewooint of the home, school, church and orgeni-
zations. This examination may be made in many ways dbut the
ecircumstances involved in this s tudy permit the use of the method
known as the participant observer. This method consists of a
trained observer living in the community for & period and partici=-
pating in the groups. It differs from the observer method in

that a participant is a member of the groups and sees most of the
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influences in the community.

The Grand Ledge community erea consisting of 125 square
miles is no respector of the lines the surveyors heve laid out.
It lies in narts of three counties and within parts of eignt
townships., The social organization consists of seven distinct
neighbornoods and the city of Grend Ledge.

Three conditions attracted the first settlers vho czme in
1838,

1. Good soil - the soil in general was and still is ex-
ceedingly fertile.

2., Tne river - settlers often followed the river to their
first homes, orobably because it was & means of travel and of
power. There eare ruins of six 0ld cézm sites in the Grand Ledge
area.

d. Katural beauty - the ledges ere famous all over tne state
for their scenic beauty.

Therefore, it was not Just & happenstance that Grand Ledge
attracted settlers and that the town received its name.

Due to an abundent supply of clay, the tile factoriesg were
built and the railroad facilities ss well as the lumber mills
favored the development of the furniture factories. At present,
nowever, these industries play a smaller part in the economie
life of the community then they once did. Now the products of
the soll claim first place in the economic end soeéisl life of
the community.

If the business of farming were removed from Grand Ledge,

the banks and stores would soon be very small organizations, since
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so much of thelr business depends upon the farmer. Tae high
labor and mensgement wage of farmers in the Grand Ledge community
as compered with Area &, outlined in farm management studies of
Michigan, influences not only the farmer's standard of living,
but those in other businesses as well. Probably tnis explains
to some extent the existcnce of better homes, more electric power,
and more nousenold conveniences in this community than in the
average one., It helps to explein the proportionately high per-
centages of high school students from these homes. It is also
partielly releted to the strength of churches and ferm organizations.
The homes have a very high percentage of conveniences as com-
pared vwith other areas in llichigan and in other states. The dif-
ference in percentege between Grand Ledce and other areas amounts
to as much as 14% more for running water. The femily influences
have been very strong. In the two Temilics discussed in detail
the number vho have had & good education and the number of vrominent
individuals from these families is conclusive proof of their super-
iority. In each case there were traditions of leadership and higher
education which "pulled"™ the younger members of the families to-
ward these goals. The leadership of strong families is shown in
several neighborhoods. It provably exists in all of them. The
influence of such families is evident in church, school and Tarm
organizations. In this respect the orgenizations in this communi ty
have been fortunate.
As stated in Cuapter III there are seven neighborhoods in the
Grand Ledge comaunity. These are clustered sround villages and
organizetions end institutions in the open country. Tne neighbor-

hood center in five of the neighborhoods is the echurch. Two of



the others are Parent Teacher Associstions end the last is a con-
bination of the church, Parent Teecher Aszsoclations, and other
villege influences. TFour of the neighborhoods are centered in
villages. These have stores, schools, churches and the various
neighborhood orzanizations such as linsons, Ladles' Aids, etc.

The church has been the one of the strongest organizations
in the whole community. It has opened positions of leadership
for many and has continuously contributed to the spiritual guidance
end inspiration of the people. If a church does not do tais, it
becomes meaningless in the lives of its members, However, tials
hes been avoided in the case of the Grand Ledge cahurches. The
Strange Church hes meintained an organization for ncarly one
nundred years. Anotner church has developed a program of young
people's vwork and comnunity betterment to such an extent that
membership at their meetings is no longer a problem. An examination
of the programs of most of the churcnes, however, still shows &
lack of work for young people, and recreational activities for all
ages. The Grand Ledge churches should heed the werning signs and
provide & place in their programs to give the young people the
recreational and social opportunitics wnich young people obviously
need. Play days, church tezms of various sports, and gatherings
wnere old and young may play together would enhance the value of
church work. Likewise, dramatiecs, cnoral work, orchestras, and
parties help to build a wholesome social life for the boy and girl.
It is much more fun to play and mix with others in the neighborhood
church gatherings, then to drive twenty-five or fifty miles to a
dence to be among strangers for an evening, as many young veople do

in this community. Kot one of the church prograas includes full
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development of the above work. The socilological type of progranm,
as described above helps to remove denominational prejudice and
favors commmnity development,

Farm organizations can not shirt all of this responsibility
to the church. In Grand Ledge the farm orgenizations have assumed
part of this responsibility. The Grenges have been providing
parties and dramatiec work in which the young people participate.
T1e Farmer's Clubs have provided a program of education. Farmers
have not had many outstanding leaders in the United States. One
reason for this condition until recently has been the absence of
facilities for training leaders. The organization of the Future
Fermers of America in the Smith-Huihes Schools seems one of the
mnost hopeful orgs=nizations for removing this handicap since it
promo tes the training of leaders. In Grend Ledge, this organi-
zation nunbers twenty at the present time, one of whom hsas
received the degree of Future Farmer. Ten of the members have
the Future Farmer degree and tihe other are "Green Hands®. This
orgenization strives to provide leedership opportunitiss for gll
of the students in the Agriculturel Depzrtment. Perhaps, leaders
trainsd in this organization in this and other communities may
not only revive other organizetions, but help make a combined
effort on the part of people engaged in agriculture, to stand
on their feet in competition with other industries.

Tne school has had an imnortent part in the Grand Ledge
communi ty. It, in common with others, has felt the effect of
the machine age. The idea thet everyone snould be educated and

that it is the task of the teachers to provide this education,
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is prevalent among members of the comaunity. Those wao stand in
front of youth and attempt to parcel out Xnowledge can not help
but feel the tremendous responsibility that has been placed upon
them in this manner. TVocational agricultural educstion in Grand
Ledge has met the problem by heving 101 members in the Agri-
cultural Depar tment above the ninth grade over a period of eight
yeaers. The attempt has been made to have the boy participate

in the learning process, not only with his nead but with his
nancse. This program hes met with some obstacles. Farmers have
often prejudiced their own sons against larming., The factories
nave offered high weges. Since Grand Ledge is near Lansing,
this has been one of the most iuportant influences to consider
from the viewpoint of the agricultural boy. In the city, he
sees the higher wages and the shorter hours. But a farm can not
be run by punching the clock at 7 A.}M. and again at & P.M.

Farm machinery hes developed slowly, and even now is too expensive
in most caeses. In sjite of these circumstances, the recent de-
pression necessitatecs a stronger insight into ferming and im-
proved farm methods. Those vio desire a better income and better
standards of living must have a scientifie knowledge of farming.
It is, therefore, the purnose of persons vio attempt to teach
agriculture to give this scientifie training. IHowever, this
knowledge alone is insufficient. The boy must see the value of
farm life. Attempts have been made to devclop this at Grand
Ledge in courses in sociology and I=2rm nanegement. Tne curri-
culum hes been planued to give thne stucents scientific konowledge
and also practicel expsrience along lincs of ferm lile. The

ferm boy must be trained not only to farm, but to uwdderstand the



value of farming es compared to other vocations. He must inow

how to build a well-balanced life for himself and his community.
He must sece the need of orgenizations and the resulting leader-

ship. He must be master of himself and a leacder of others.
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Name ?.0.__
County T
Section
Owner.............RBenter............
Acres owned....... Acres rented......
- No. of generation of farm in farilv...... No. of acres inherited. ..
Period of residenceon this farm... . ..........
Other occupations. ... ... ... ittt i it i enen e
- et s Ceeeeais ettt e

Typve of farming.

General....... cen Specialized (in what]...... e

Family Age Highest schooling
Father ~  ..... e Ceeeieans
Mother e ceriecenes
1st child feeeeean et o
and " el e .o
3rd " chteeeee i e
4th " Cereenee e .
Sgh " ..., e
6th e e
Conveniences

1. Running water...... et ieanees

2. Lights (check system used)
Power line.......
Electric farm plant.....
Farm gas plant.......
Gasoline lichts......

. Bathroom with tub.............

Septic tank or sewgze disposal.......cocve...

3
4
5. Central heating system...............
6. Telephone.............

7

. Power for heavy work...... Ceeeea




. Refrigeration.........

o

8
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Art. :
blay musical inztrument.
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Play in band or orchestra
Name Instrument
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S8ing in choir or other musical organizations
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We, the uudersiqred, A0 Foelhy 2s=Cclive cursel.ot
togetier for toe virmuse 0 tovaiue o corcoewctive aesocietion

nzer wbhe cceoperuTivs fsvacianion laa of the si2te cf Hloch,

- 3w Y - ERIEEEN o PO R N S
and 1or taat oo 28 gltets Sae dollowing:

articzic I

The naris of This cesdolation shalis e, “The Joonerative
¥ilk Associatica,
ATticle II

The purtes: of thi=2 arssccizvisn sna the 2niorprise,
Yuciness and pussuit i wRilr 1t tiomoses to engage is:
tT; secure and maintain z wotter riice for our ¢airy products,
Articie III Memvers

Any bona fide producer of dairy vroduct {in the area cuver.:
or the owners or lessees of land uvon which dairy prodncts
are vroduced may become a member of the association by agree-
ing to the constitution and the ..ember's agreement.

At any time the board of directors determines that -a
member has ceased to be a bone fide oroducer of dairy oroducts,
or that he no longer receives a share of such products as a
landlord or lessee, his membership may be terminated and
the company may refuse o acceot his products.

The violation of the by-laws or of any contract entered
into by the associatinn with & mem“er, shall constitute a
gsufficient cause for the expulsion or suepension of such a
member from the assoziation by tnhe Board of Directors, and said
Board may expel or susvend such a member at any time provided
that an ovportunitv is ¢ivean the member to answer any charges
made against him.

Article IV, Meetings

The annval mretine cf the assoclation shall be held at
the Grand Le<dze High Schocl Gymaasium, on the first Monday
iiu June of each year at 10 o'clock A.M.

The Boaid of Directors shall hold a monthly meeting.

Special meetings of thec members may be called at any
time by the president or the Board of Directors. Such meét-
inge shall be called aiso whenever ten members shall so
reguest in writing.

Notice of the annuel meetinz shall be mailed by the
gecretary to each member ten days pnrevious to the date of the
meeting., Ten cdays before the date of any special meeting
the secretary shall mail notice of such meeting to cach
member, which shall state the nature of the business to bde
transacted at such necting.

Article V, Quorum

(Two-thirds) of the members in c¢ood standirg present
in verson or represented by ballot shall constitute a quoruvm
for the transaction of business at any meeting of the member-
ship.

Article VI, Directors and Officers

The board of directors of thir associatiorn chall

consist of 10 members, who shall be divided iatc two clasces,
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At the first electicn ofter tuc cfomtion of thesz hy-la
the members shall clect from anong themselves (B) ciract 073
for a term of one yezr. and (5) dircctors for a term of tmo
years. At the exniration of the verms i tno direc*srs go
elect2d thelr sucr2esnrs sholl be clected in like manner,
for terms of two y=crs, TDirectors shall hold cffice until
their succesecrs asve dozr elected oend qualified and have
entered u»non the dischcree of their dutics,

The board o7 ciractors shall meat within five days after
the first clection, and efter each annual election, and
shall elect hy bal)ct a rrasicdent and a vice—nresident from
their number, end a :zecretary-treacurer (or 2 secretary and
a trc;surer\ vLo moy or may not be 2 member of the association.
All of’icern shal 1 hold office for one year or until their
successors are duly elected and oualified.

Any vacancy in the board of directors shall be filled
for the unexvired term by a majority vote of the remaining
menmbers of the board and directors so chosen shall hold
office for the unexvired wortion of the term of the member
vhose mlace he was eclected to fill.

(8) membe~s of the board of directors shall constitute
a cuorum at any meeting of the board of directors.

Any director or officer of the association may, for
cause, at any gensral or sva3cial mecetinz be removed from
office by a vote of the majority of the tdtal membership,
present or reoresented by ballot, in accordance with the
procedure outlined in the cooverative Association Law,

The association may vrovide, at a regular or called
mecting of the members, @ fair remuncration for the time
actually svent by its officers and directors in its service,
excent that no director, durinc his term of. office, shall
occupy any Hosition in the associacion on resuler salary,
nor shall he be a varty to a contract for profit with the
accoclation different in any =—ay from the business relaticns
accorded other members,

Article VII, Drties of the Directors.

The board of directors shall manage the business and
conduct the affairs of the association and shall make the
necessary rules and reguletions, not inconsistent =ith low
or with these by-lams, for the msnagement of the business
and the cuidance of the officers, cmvployees, and arents of
the association.

The board of directors inay emoloy a general manager,
fix his comvensation and dismiss him for cause. He shall’
have charge of the business of the association under the
direction of the board of directiors.

The boa~d of directors shall require the treasurer and
all other officers, azents, and emdloyees chrroed by the
association with resnonsibilitw for the custody of any of
its funds or proverty to ~ive bond —ith sufficient surety
for the faithful verformance of thcir official duties, the
premium on which bond shall be paid for by the zssociation.

The board of directors shall mecet each month at the
office of the association in the city of Grand Ledge.
Svecial meetings of the board shall be held upon call of the
oresident or upon written request of (three) members of the
board.
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Article VIII. - Dutizs of Ofticers.

The president shall--—-

a. Preside over all meetings of the association and of tlLe
board of directors.

b.Sign as presidernt on behalf of the association all
pavers vhich he is authorized to sign by the board of directors.

c.Call special meetings of the association and of the
board of directers and oerform all acts and duties usually
required of an executive and presiding officer.

In the absence or dirfability of the president, the vice
president shall presjde and perform the duties of the president.

Tae (secretary-treasurer) shall---

a. Keep a comnlete record of all meetings of the association
and of the board of directors, ke:p a membership roll.

b. Sign on behalf of the association all papers which he is
authorized to sign by the Board of directors.

c. Serve all notices required by law and by these by-laws.

d. Receive and disburse all funds and be the custodian of
all the property of this association,

e. Keep a complete record of all business of the association
and make a full report of all matters and business pertaining
to his office to the members at their annval meeting and make
all reports required by law,

f. Perform such other duties as may be required of him by the
association or the board of directors.

Article EX. Duties and Powers of the Manager.

Under the direction of the board of directors, the
mangger shall employ and discharge all employees, agents, and
laborées., He shall have charge of the grading, packing, and
inspection of all products handled by the association, and sh all
have control of the brands and lahels and their use on such
produdts kn accordance with the rules of the association.
Subject to the terms of the contracts made by the members with
the association for the marke ting of their products, the arder
of the board of directors, and the by-laws and rules &f the
association, the mamager shaXl have entire charge of the sale
and marketing of such products.

Article X. Emergency Capital

At the time of uniting with the association, or any time
thereafter when called upon by the board of directors, each
member, in considerati~n of the maintenance gnd operation of
the assoclation, shall give a negotiable promissory note,
payable on demand to the arder of the associatiom. Such note
shall be for the sum of ($235) and an additi-nal ($1) for every
producing cow, . :

Such note shall be the property of the association for
the purpose of being pledged by the board of directoss as
collateral security for any loan that may ®e necessary in the
conduct of the association!s business and also for the purpose
of securing the payment of any debt or claim due by the member
to the associatiaon, including the settlement of any liquidated
damage that may result from the fallure of said member to live
up to his contract with the association.

All produce offered for shipment shall be inspected beforc
shioment. If any produce is not of good quality and in good
condition for shipping such produc e shall be sorted and
prepared for shivment at the expense of the owner, or 1t may
be turned back to the ommer as products unsuitable for marketins
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All brands, lahéls, tirade racixe, and lhe 1ike sctadliesnzA
by the association bﬁall re rerneteted A becume iun ;ru erty,
and tkey shall te atnv&ched -ai to such zradez cs shell be
apowoved by the boardu of Jivescicis,

Article XI. Duties ana Rights ~i Members.

- A member shall have the right to give away or reitain for
his omn use such of his farm products as he may wish, but he
shall not sell any products contracted to the aBSOCiutian to
an outside party, =xcert prcducts offered to and rejgcted by
the association.

Any member who receives an offar for his farm prodwcts
which is greater than the rrice pr=svnt1y obtainable through
the association may submit this of<er to the manager. If
deemed advisable, the manager may authorize the member to
accept the offer, but payment for the products shall be made
to the association. Products sold in this manner shall bear
their proportional share of the association's expenses, and
settlement therefor shall be made to the ember as hereinafter
provided for.

Each member shall have a number or mark which shall be
permanently stamped on every s-ck, box, barrel, crate, basket
or other container, packed by him or under his’ direction, for
shipvmmnt through the association. Any loss occasioned by improper
packing or grafling shall be charged to the member ~hose mark
is found on said packace.

Each year each member shall report to the assoczation on
request the aporoximete ancreage cf nroducts to be gro'm by him
that year for szle throuhl the acsociation. During *he growing
season eachmmember shell Jvraisk such information concerning
the crops contracte? to tuc¢ associatdn as may ke required by the
manager. .

Each member o {hec association shall have only one vote.
No member shall be a? Lbﬁu o voie so iong as any past-due debts
or obligations owing by h: ‘r. to the associatiog remain unpaid.
Voting by prozyv shall not be permitted. Absent members may
vote on specific cuestions by ballots transmitted to the
secretary of the association,

Auy member may withdraw from the association on the first
day of (June) of zay year by giving notice in writing thirty
days prior to said date, but such withdrawal shell not affect
any righsv or llen which the assocliation has azainst the retiring
menber »r his pzﬁoeriy antil his indebtedness to the e.ssaciation
is yully paid. /iny member having a grievance or comvlaint
azainet the as:ociasion may apneal to the board cf directors (or)
to the members at any rezuler or called mecting.

Article XII. Exvense and Payments.

The cxpence of overating the associati-n shall be met by a
percentare charge laid upon rzieurns for produce sold, cr LY a
unifarm fixed price per package; and upon SUPDILCE vurchased,
the amount of such chafge to ve fized by the boarC c¢f dir-sctors.

After the season's earenscee =r2 vald and a proner sunl
sect aside to cover the depieciation of the associatizn'e
property and provision is mecde for o ressrve fuuc to e fimpd
by the board of dirdctors, the balance cf ihe season’s rdturns
shall be paid 6% on the remainder of stocks ani dividonds in
accordance with amount of milk thcy send.







Page 5. )

: . [ SUPE

Article XIII. SOyt oane Acdatiur. e

‘ This assoclasirn elel irecall a vvetes of acdouaxc aad
provide other acc. utiasy son-itepgmnces vhzt way be necas‘z—.&%
to conduct the busiress irn a szf> ard orcderly manner, '

The books and business oi tue associasion shall ve
audited semi-annually by a comuittee of auditurs selectcd by
the membership from among themselves. A compiete annual
audit shall be made by a competent accountant previous to
the date of each annual meeting, at which meeting his report
shall be presented in full. Special audits shall be made upon
order of the board of directars or upon a majority vote of
the members at any regular or called meeting.

Article XIV. Amendments.

These by-laws may be amended at any mecting by a two-
thirds vae in the affirmative of the members present, or
represented by ballot, provided that notice of the proposed
amendment is included in the call for said meeting.
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