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In recent years there has been an increasing demand
on the part of an important segment of the Pilgrim Holiness
Church for the establishment of a liberal arts college spon-
sored by the church, This denomination of 32,000 members 1is
presently served by six Bible colleges.

This study was primarily designed to investigate the
following hypotheses:

l. There 1s sufficient need and demand among the
membership to warrant the establishment of a liberal arts
college,

2. A church-sponsored liberal arts college would
promote this church and its program more adequately than
non-Pilgrim Holiness institutions.

This research adopted the following assumptions:

1. A religious body has the right to establish 1its
own colleges for 1ts youth within denominational lines and
patterns, providing the training meets secular educational
accrediting standards.

A2. The present Bible ccllege program is not adequate
to serve all the interests and needs of this church's youth
who desire higher education,

3. A church-sponsored liberal arts college would
help to remove the present reluctance to encourage the youth
of the church to obtaln higher education beyond the Bible

college.
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4. The Pilgrim Holiness Church would find that a
secularly accredited liberal arts college would help to pro-
mote 1its church and program.

€« The Michigan District with its seventy-seven
churches, and 3,600 members is typical of the thirty dis-
tricts and 32,000 members of the Pilgrim Holiness Church,

To determine the thinking of the church on this prob-
lem, questionnaires were mailed to a 48 per cent stratified
sample of the 1954 General Conference ministerial and lay
delegates; to the thirty superintendents of the thirty dis-
tricts of the church; to the graduates and transfers of the
church's six Bible colleges for the years 1954, 1952, and
1950; to the youth of the Michigan District who were cur-
rently enrolled (1954-55) in liberal arts colleges; and to
the high school seniors of 1955 of the Michigan District.

’ To determine whether a church-sponsored liberal arts
college would promote this church and its program more ade-
quately than non-denominationsl institutions, the church
manual was used as a source of the fundamental doctrines,
patterns, practices, and procedures., These were evaluated
to discover whether they could be provided in the training
of any existing regionally accredited non-denominational in-
stitutions, and whether they coculd be integrated with the
program of the proposed liberal arts college. '

The majority of the adult and youth respondents felt
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that the church should provide liberal arts training for its
youth. The majority of the youth who replied revealed that
they needed such training in order to provide for their in-
terests and needs, and that they would have attended a
church-sponsored accredited liberal arts college if it had
been available, The study indicated that the welfare of the
church would be promoted more adequately by its own liberal
arts institution than by non-denominational colleges,

Because of the present lack of adequate finances, it
seems best to postpone the establishment of a separate
liberal arts college at this time. The author recommends
that the church establish a Pilgrim Foundation for 1its
upper-division students in connection with that regionally
accredited holiness college that is the nearest like the
church in patterns and practices, and that 1s best located
to serve the church's constituency. Continuing research is
recommended regarding all phases of the liberal arts prob-
lem, until such time as finance and resources would permit
the founding of such a college under the auspices of the

Pilgrim Holiness Church.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

In recent years there has been an increasing demand
on the part of an important segment of the Pilgrim Holiness
Church membership for the establishment of a liberal arts
college sponsored by the church. Such an educational ad-
vance should be preceded by a careful, detalled study of the
entire proposal in order to ascertaln as far as possible the
demand, scope, and possible results of such an undertaking.
This investigation is primarily concerned with an attempt to
determine whether there 1s sufficient need and demand among
the membership of the Pilgrim Holiness Church to warrant the
establishment of a liberal arts college under the sponsor-
ship of the church., The other phases of this educational
problem are beyond the scope of this research.

The Pilgrim Holiness Church is a denomination in the
Wesleyan Methodist tradition consisting of thirty districts
and some thirty-two thousand members in the Unlted States
and Canada, The membershlp is concentrated largely in Miche
igan, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, and
California,

Educationally and economically, the membership is
predominantly lower-middle class, Throughout the history

of the movement, there has been a strong emphasis on educa-






tion of the Bible school variety, There is an increasing
minority who have continued their educatlion by attending
non-Bible colleges and universities,

Six Bible colleges currently serve the youth of this
church, These are located in Michigan, Indiana, Pennsyl-
vania, North Carolina, Colorado, and California. Practi-
cally all young people who pursue higher education begin in
one of these schools., There is great reluctance to en-
courage the young people to pursue higher education beyond
the Bible college level., This 1s largely due to the belief
that attendance at such other colleges will tend to adulter-
ate church standards and may result in the loss of such
youth to the church, There is a widespread belief that such
losses have already occurred. In addressing the General
Conference in 1950, General Superintendent L. W. Sturk re-
ferred to this point.

Too many of our young people who finish the work
provided in our schools are lost to the church because
they are forced to finish their education in schools
of other denominations or in interdenominational in-
stitutions,l

At the same gathering Secretary of General Sunday
Schools and Youth, P, F. Elliott, quoted a young man who was

a student in a non-Pilgrim Holiness college:

1 Minutes of the Twenty-First General Conference of
the PilgrIm Hollness Church, 1950, p. LS.







Being away from a Pilgrim atmosphere 1is very dis-
couraging to some. 1In fact, I believe that we might
even lose some of them to our church unless we provide
them with the groper type of fellowship which they de-
sire and need.

There has been an increasing feeling that the church
should establish its own liberal arts college. This re-
sulted in action in June, 1954 at the General Conference
which authorized an eleven-man commission to study the en-
tire problem and submit recommendations to the General Board
for appropriate action.

Parallel with thls rising interest in educational ad-
vance has been an increasing resistance to any such move.

It appears that objections are primarily based on religious
motives, economic limitations, and sectional needs. There
seem to be many of the exclusively Bible college adherents
who feel that any other type of education will prove detri-
mental to the emphasis peculiar to this particular denomina-
tion, They fear the "broadening effects" of a liberal edu-
cation. The training that an individual needs should be
centered around the Bible. Anything beyond this tends to be
"vain philosophy"3 and should be avolded.

2 1b1d., p. B1.

3 Colossians 2:8 "Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ,"
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The enconomlic factor looms large in the thinking of a
portion of the church. They think it would be a fine thing
to have a church-sponsored liberal arts college. They feel,
however, that the present educational burden of six Bible
colleges 1s about all the present membershlp can sustain,
Until such time as the church can afford this educational
advance, they urge the pursuit of the present program, with
liberal education attained at non-denominational colleges.

The sectional emphasis attains important significance
with the realization that the centers of membership are so
widely scattered, Some of the sectional leaders feel that a
contemplated liberal arts college would tend to serve the
area within which it would be established, but that other
sections would be too far away to reap any great benefit,
Therefore, there 1s opposition to the establishment of one
liberal arts college for the whole movement.

In addition to the factors mentioned, there is the
element of status quo inertia which is present whenever
change is advocated. There are those who prefer the present
educational program, simply because it has been in effect so
long. A philosophy of "If it was good for our fathers, it
is good for us" strengthens the opposition to the new pro-

posal.






I. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

In assisting the over-all research on this problem,
the present study was primarily designed to find answers to
the following questions:

1. 1Is the present Bible college program adequate to
meet all the educational needs of this church's youth?

2. Do a majority of the members feel the need for a
church-sponsored liberal arts college sufficiently to be
willing to establish such an institution?

3. Do the youth of the church feel a need for such &
college, and would they attend in such numbers as to make 1t
feasible?

L. Has the present program of attending non-Pilgrim
Holiness colleges resulted in a loss of membership?

5. Is the "felt" need the same as, or different
from, the "actual™ need for a liberal arts college for this
church?

Certaiﬁ basic assumptions were adopted as the basis
of this Investigation. These are listed with explanatory
comments in the following paragraphs.

1. A religious body has the right to establish its
own colleges for its youth within denominational lines and
patterns, provided the trailning meets secular educational

accrediting standards,
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accrediting standards,






It 1s recognized that in the United States any re-
ligious body may establish its own schools regardless of
thelr accreditation possibilities. Denominations have the
legal right to found educational institutlions, as long as
they conform to the necessary legal requirements concerning
incorporation and state regulations, This first assumption
goes beyond the fact of mere legal right to organize, al-
though this 1s part of the logic., It holds that a religious
body morally has the right to establish its own colleges,
only when such institutions provide creditable training
facilities, The assumption further entails that these re-
ligious institutions, in the programs that they offer,
should provide such instruction that it will meet the educa-
tional standards of secular accrediting agencles at the
state and/or regional level,

This premise does not include necessarily the overt
approval of such an accrediting agency, but it does hold
that the standards of denominational colleges should be
equal to those held by these authorities, The implication
is that it would be better to have the unqualified approval
of either the state or the regional accrediting agency.
However, this would not be absolutely necessary, as long as
the responsible officlals made sure that the institution met
equal standards, It 1s true that students from those col-

leges officially approved would fare better than those who






came from equally excellent colleges that were not recog-
nized. In respect, however, to a denomination's right to
provide excellent training without secular supervision, it
must be held that the religious body may refuse overt in-
spection and approval., The essence of this assumption is
that denominational colleges must provide first-rate in-
struction in order to have the moral right to train their
young people in this day and age of competition.

2. The present Bible college program is not adequate
to serve all the interests and needs of this church's youth
who desire higher education. This would be supported if it
can be shown that a significant portion of the young people
of the church attend, and find it necessary to attend, a
liberal arts college or its equivalent in order to prepare
themselves for their goals,

This assumption has been used to answer its question=
form on page five because there is 1ittle doubt that a
church group of thirty-two thousand, most of whom are
adults, would have enough young people who would need more
than a Bible college program in order to have all their in-
terests and needs met, No supporting evidence would be re-
quired by the educators of today., Though this is an obvious
truth for this study, there 1s a portion of the church mem-
bership who feel it 1s a hypothesis which must be proved.
For this group the questionnaire survey of the youth of the






church will provide more than sufficient evidence that the
young people of the Pilgrim Holiness Church need more than
Bible college training. Scores of these youth have gone and
are going on to other institutions of higher learning. The
vast majority of these are thankful for thelr Bible college
training, but they insist that they need something more to
prepare them for their tasks, Further elaboration will be
found in the section dealing with research among the
church's youth,

3. A church-sponsored liberal arts college would
help to remove the present reluctance to encourage the youth
of the church to obtain higher education beyond the Bible
college.,

This premise is assumed on the ground that a churche
sponsored liberal arts college would be able to provide a
background that would be compatible with the thinking and
patterns of the church. This would overcome the objection
that stems from the contention that higher education at non-
Pilgrim Holiness institutions tends to adultefate the think-
ing and religious beliefs of the churcht's youth,

The bellief that attendance at non-FPilgrim Holiness
colleges has resulted in a loss to the church of such young
people would not hold against a church-sponsored institu-
tion, because this type of training should tend to hold the

young people within the church group. In fact, such train-






ing should help reinforce the previous religious instruction
that Pilgrim Holiness young people have received,

Finally, it would be difficult for members of the
Pilgrim Holiness Church to decry liberal arts education if
their own denomlnation supported such an irstitution. The
natural effect would be to encourage the young people of the
church to pursue higher education, because the church had
shown its approval by establishing such an institution.

4. The Pilgrim Holiness Church would find that a
secularly accredited liberal arts college would help to pro-
mote 1lts church and program because; among other things, it
woulds

a. Encourage its young people to attain a higher

educational level which would help to raise the
educational levels of the congregations. This,
in turn, would encourage some of the better edu-
cated classes outside the group to attend this
church, The influence of these internal and ex-
ternal factors would result in the enlarging of
the financilal and cultural resources of the
church,

b. Assist in keeping young people within the group

because their training would be integrated with
the doctrine and practices of the church, As is

common among colleges of similar denominations,
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faculty and program would be sympathetic with
the church's position,

ce. Provide a means of contacting young people out-

side the group, some of whom would join the
Pilgrim Holiness Church.

The higher the educational level of the individual,
the higher his cultural achievements and financial rewards
are, as a rule., Thus, from a selfish financial viewpoint,
the promotion of a liberal arts college by the church with
the consequent emphasis on higher education would result in
increased financial contributions from the more highly
trained youth. Since tithing 1s a special rule of the
church,h the increased giving would be automatic as the
young people joined in full membership. More highly edu-
cated congregations attract the more highly trained stran-
gers, some of whom will Jjoin the church. Financigl and
cultural gains are a reasonable conclusion from the promo-
tion of higher education by the denomination.

Any losses to the church because of attendance at
non-Pilgrim Hollness colleges, could be materially reduced.

Young people would see that their own denomination was in-

u Manual of the Pilgrim Holiness Church, 1954
Special Rules, Section 69, p. 30, "Let all of our members
tithe thelr income into the treasury of the local church
of which they are members. . . o'
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terested in their welfare enough to provide an institution
of high standards integrated with the doctrines and prac-
tices of the church, They would feel that their church
leaders and laity were behind them all the way. They could
point with just pride to the educational interest and
support of their own church group. The pastures on the
other side of the fence would not appear so much greener,
They would feel that the church welcomes thelr pursuit of
higher education and would make a place for them., Many of
the advantages that seem to accrue to a young person's
changing church membership would fade away,

Finally, as the Pilgrim Holiness Church has slready
learned through its Bible colleges, young people of other
churches, or no church, will attend their church-supported
schools, Also, by experience, the church has learned that
some of these young people join the movement, If this has
been true in the Bilble colleges, and if it has been true in
reverse in non-denominational colleges when attended by
Pilgrim youth; it surely should be a fact in a church-
sponsored liberal arts college,

S The Michigan District with its seventy-seven
churches and thirty-six hundred members is typical of the
thirty districts and thirty-two thousand members of the
Pilgrim Holiness Church.

In order to pursue some of the necessary research in
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connection with this study, it was imperative to choose a
representative district for certain phases., It was logical
to choose Michigan, 1if possibie, because of the greater
likelihood of more complete cooperation from the district to
which the General Secretary of Education of the Pilgrim
Holiness Church belongs. . General Secretary H, T. Mills pro-
vided whole-hearted support for all the research incident to
this i1nvestigation. It was felt that his home district of
Michigan would respond more nearly one hundred per cent,

The question arose, naturally, is the Michigan District typ-
ical in the characteristics to be studied? Assurance of
this came from qualified men of the denomination, such as
Mr, Mills, who knows the Pilgrim Holiness Church, especialiy
in its educational phases, as well as or better than any one
else,

The Michigan District 1s a middle-of-the road section
in respect to i1ts theology and practices, It is representa-
tive of the denomination in its preference for Bible college
training. It recognizes, however, the problem of higher
education facing the youth of the church and the church it-
self, It has a group of members who feel the church should
do something now about this problem. Within its borders is
a representative section of young people who have pursued
and are pursuing higher education of the non-Bible college

variety. It is the greatest supporter of one of the six
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Bible colleges of the movement, Owosso Bible College., It
has some eleven per cent of the total church membership,
which makes i1t a reasonable sample. With due regard to the
limitations of sampling itself, 1t appeared logical to use
Michigan as the pilot district for the church in the present
undertaking.

Upon the foundation provided by the previously dis-
cussed assumptions, this research dealt with the following
hypotheses:

1. A church-sponsored liberal arts college would
promote this church and its program more adequately than
non-Pilgrim Holiness institutions., This would be proved if
it could be shown that any or all of the following were
true:

a, Such a college would provide training in the
fundamental doctrines and patterns of the church,
which training non-Pilgrim Holiness institutions
are unable to provide.

b, Such a college would be able to integrate its
program with the practices and procedures of the
church.

ce. There exists a significant group who left the
church after attending non-Pilgrim Holiness in-
stitutions.

2. There 1s sufficient need and demand among the
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membership of the Pilgrim Holiness Church to warrant the
establishment of a liberal arts college under the sponsor-

ship of the church.
II. DEFINITION OF TERMS

Bible college. This refers to the six educational
institutions of the Pllgrim Holiness Church, Each of these
provides for training beyond the high school level. Approx-
imately two years of liberal arts are included in the col=-
lege curriculum. The remaining work consists of courses in
religion, Bible, missions, practical methods of religious
education, and kindred themes., In addition to various non-
degree courses, four and five year bachelor's degrees are

offered.

Liberal arts college., This term is employed to in-

clude, not only those colleges designated as liberal arts
institutions by the state and regional accrediting agencies,
but also equivalent institutions providing essentially the
same curricula, plus specialization in certain areas such as
teaching and chemistry. This 1s in line with the trend to
enlarge teacher training institutions with liberal arts

curricula and vice versa.

Accredited colleges. Colleges accredited by either

a state or regional accrediting association, such as the






15

North Central Association. The term "non-accredited" will

be reserved for all other higher educétional institutions,
III, METHODOLOGY OF STUDY

In order to investigate the hypotheses of this re-
search, the following procedures were employed:

I. To determine the thinking of the church on this prob-
lem, questionnaires5 were devised and given to the
following samples for the purposes indicated.

A. Adult Membership Sample

1. The General Conference delegates of 195l were

sampled to determine whether the church in gen-
eral feels that there 1s need and demand suffi-
client to warrant the establishment of a liberal
arts college, The General Conference delegates
were elected by the thirty districts of the
church to represent them at the General Confer-
ence which 1s responsible for policy for the en-
tire church and meets every four years, The four
hundred thirty-five delegates were divided be-
tween the ministry and laity in the approximate
proportion of three to one, and were composed of

the leaders of the various districts.

5 Copies of the questionnaires are included in the
appendix. Their construction is discussed in Chapter III.
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2., The sample consisted of the ninety-three lay
delegates and ninety-one ministerial delegates
chosen on the basis of every third one from the
various districts.

3. In order to supplement the results of section
two, questionnaires were sent to the superintend-
ents of the thirty districts of the church re-
questing them to indicate their thinking individ-
ually, and what they considered to be the think-
ing of their respective districts on this issue.
These superintendents were also ministerial dele-
gates to the General Conference.

B. Youth Samples

1. Samples from the Bible Colleges

a, To determine the thinking and status of the
youth who attended Bible colleges:
Questionnaires were sent to those who had
graduated and to those who had transferred
from the church's six Bible colleges for the
years 1954, 1952, and 1950 to discover
whether they went on to liberal arts col-
leges, or their equivalents, and whether
they would have attended an accredited
liberal arts college sponsored by the church,

b, The samples consisted of all the graduates
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and transfers residing in the United States

for whom adequate addresses were available,

These included:

1. 25 out of 26 from Colorado Springs Bible
College.

2. 65 out of 69 from Eastern Pilgrim
College.

3. 58 out of 106 from Frankfort Bible
College,

4. 47 out of 78 from Owosso Bible College.

5. 22 out of 2l from Pilgrim Bible College.

6. 21 out of 21 from Pilgrim Bible
Institute.

2. Samples from the Non-Bible Colleges

a,.

To determine the thinking of a substantial
sample of the youth who did not attend the
Bible colleges, but who went to college:
Questionnalres were sent to the youth of the
Michigan District as representative of all
the youth of the church who did not attend
Bible colleges and who were currently (1954~
55) enrolled in liberal arts colleges, or
thelir equivalents, to discover whether they
would have attended an accredited liberal

arts college sponsored by the church,
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b. The sample consisted of all the names of
such young people that could be obtained by
letter-request from the pastors of the Michi-
gan District.

3. Sample from the High School Seniors

a, To determine the thinking of a substantial
sample of the high school senior youth:
Questionnaires were sent to the high school
senlors of 1955 of the Michigan District as
representative of all the high school seniors
of the church, to discover their college
plans and to find out whether they would
attend an accredited liberal arts college
sponsored by the church if such were avail-
able now,

b, The sample consisted of all the names that
could be obtained by letter-request from the
pastors of the Michigan District, including
the seniors of the Owosso Bible College High
School whose homes are in this district.

C. To ascertain whether there exists a significant group
who left the church after attending non-denomination-
al institutions: Every questionnaire asked for the

1listing of the names of individuals in this category

known by the respondent, These names were compiled
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in one 11ist, after removing duplications,

To determine whether a church-sponsored liberal arts
college would promote this church and its program
more adequately than non-denominational institutions:
The church manual was used as a source of the funda-
mental doctrines, patterns, practices, and pro-
cedures, These were evaluated to discover whether
they:

Could be provided in the training of any existing
regionally accredited non-denominational 1nstitu-
tions, This was ascertalned by a careful examination
of the catalogs and student handbooks of all the
colleges of the Arminian holiness theological tradi-
tion with regional accreditation in the United States
as listed by the National Association of Christian
Schools® ana verified by the American Association of
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers.’
These were chosen because they are similar in doc-
trine and practice to the Pilgrim Holiness Church,

Further evaluation was conducted to discover whether

6 Christian School Survey, Evangelical Christian

School Movement, pp. 00-72,

7 Ted McCarrel, Donald Grossman, and Ronald B.

Thompson, Report to the American Associatlon of Collegiate
Registrars and Admissions Officers on the Credit Given by

Educational Institutions, 1955, 167 pp.
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such institutions would promote the Pilgrim Holiness Church

and 1ts program as well as an institution sponsored by this

church.

B. Could be integrated with the program of the proposed
liberal arts college.,

TITs To determine whether the "felt" need was the same as,
or different from, the "actual™ need for a liberal
arts college for this church:

A. The "actual" need was determined by current educa-
tlonal philosophy, thinking, practices, and question-
naire findings.

B. The "felt™ need was determined by the combined think-
ing of the church as evidenced by the questionnaires,

C. The relationship between these two findings was

evaluated throughout the thesis itself.
IV, LIMITATIONS OF STUDY

The limitations of this study primarily deal with its
scope, data, and conclusions, The field of this research
was limlited to ascertaining the need and demand for a liber-
al arts college for the Pilgrim Holiness Church, including
the "actual" compared with the "felt" phases of these terms,

The data were restricted by the fact that it was
necessary to survey the leadership of the church in order to

obtain the thinking of the adults. In addition, this lead-
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ership was confined to those wno were elected to the General
Conference of 1954, Although this body contalns the majori-
ty of the outstanding leaders of the denomination, some
would not be able to attend because of other demands on
their time or because they failed to gain election in their
districts, Also, some districts are blessed with an abun-
dance of leadership, while others are not so favored., Con-
sequently, because of proportionate representation,8 a few
of the leaders might not be in this representative body.
Further restrictions on the data were necessary be-
cause of the natural limitations inherent in the use of the
malled questionnaire. The respondents answered questions
on the basis of what they thought the interrogator meant,
and the results were compiled on the same basis with posi-
tions reversed., One hundred per cent returns were not
achieved. There was the usual problem of trylng to deter-
mine what the thinklng of the non-respondents was, and what

it would have done to the results if it had been avallable,

8 Manual of the Pilgrim Holiness Church, 195&,
Section 116, p. bl}, "The delegates to the Genseral Conference
shall be selected as follows: ministerial delegates shall
be selected at the ratio of one for every seven, or major
fractional part of such number, from all ordained ministers
who are actlively and regularly sengaged in the work of the
Pilgrim Holiness Church. The lay delegates shall be chosen
from the local churches of each district at the ratio of
one for every L00O members, or fractional part of such
number, No district shall be deprived of at least one lay
delegate,”
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A final restriction on the data to be mentioned was
that dealing with the method of sampling itself. Ideally,
1t would have been excellent to have had a complete reply
from everyone concerned in the matter, This would have in-
volved over thirty thousand individuals, an insurmountable
obstacle, Consequently, careful sampling of the various
groups was employed. Nevertheless, thils procedure was sub-
jJeet to the restrictions of the sampling method.

The conclusions of this study were limited by the
fact that the surveys of the youth and adults had to deal
with a hypothetical liberal arts college. Each respondent
to a questionnaire had to project himself, forward or back-
ward as the case might be, and answer questions about his
thinking concerning a liberal arts college that does not
presently exist. Under the circumstances, there was no way
to get around this limitation. Questions were asked of
former students on the basis of what they thought they would
have done if a liberal arts college sponsored by the Pilgrim
Holiness Church had been available during theilr tralning
days.

When i1t is necessary to confine research to a study
of the thinking of the leaders of a group, it is possible
that thelr oplinions may differ from those of their follow-
ers. They may be mistaken as to the thinking of the rank

and file, This results in a necessary limitation on the
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conclusions., Nevertheless, 1t seemed justifiable in this
study to work with the General Conference delegates, inas-
much as they represented and acted for the entire church.
Their decisions eventually rule the church, el ther by direct
enactment or by electing the General Board of the church
which does the rest of the business of the denomination,

The results were further limited by the fact that it
was necessary in certain phases of the study to use the
Michigan District as a pilot district, representative of the
entire church, It was not practicable to survey the whole
denomination. The conclusions to be drawn from this portion
of the research must be tentative in relation to the rest of
the church.

A final limitation on the conclusions of this study
was that concerning the necessity of predicting and evaluat-
ing future phases of the liberal arts question on the basis
of current data. Of necessity the church membership is con-
tinually in process of change. Even the thinking of the
same individual member is subject to variation., It is re-
cognized that the feelings of the membership in the future
may not agree with the evaluations and conclusions of this
research., However, decisions affecting the future must be
made on the basis of the best thinking of the present.

With due regard to the enumerated limitations, it is

hoped that the results attained by this investigation pro-
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vlide information that will be helpful in solving the prob-

lems involved,
V. ORGANIZATION OF REMAINDER OF THESIS

The succeeding chapter deals with the history of
higher education in the Pilgrim Holiness Church. It opens
with a philosophical statement dealing with the reasons for
church-related colleges., A rapid survey of the educational
history of the denomination follows. The culmination covers
the history of the liberal arts proposal up to the activi-
ties of the eleven-man commission which is now in operation.

An analysis of the questionnaire data 1is divided into
two chapters: adult thinking and youth thinking, with a
comparative summary in the latter chapter. Youth losses to
the church through non-denominational college attendance are
covered in the former chapter.

The welfare of the Pilgrim Holiness Church and the
liberal arts college 1s discussed in the succeeding chapter,
The present impact of Pilgrim youth attendance at regionally
accredited holiness institutions of the United States in
connection with the welfare of the church is considered
carefully. The same evaluation is extended to include the
proposed liberal arts college. Certain conclusions are
reached that are vital to the solution of this educational

problem.
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With the preceding body of the thesis as a back-
ground, a chapter 1is devoted to a proposed future program
for higher education in the Pilgrim Holiness Church. Al-
though somewhat ambitious, if not presumptuous, this treat-
ment seemed necessary in order to point out possible solu-
tions in the light of the current status of the problem of &
liberal arts college. While various answers are indicated,
certain proposals seem to carry more weight in the light of
the evidence than do others.

And, finally, a concluding chapter of summary is pro-
vided in which over-all conclusions, implications, recommen-
dations, and suggestions for future research are indicated.
As seemed likely from the beginning, some questions have
been answered, some partly so, and a great many more have
been ralsed to be answered, it is hoped, in the not too dis-

tant future.
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CHAPTER TII
HISTORY OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE PILGRIM HOLINESS CHURCH
I. WHY CHURCH-RELATED COLLEGES?

Historically, the answer to the question proposed in
this title-line 1s to be found 1n the fact that the earliest

colleges of this country were founded by the churches.l

The original, primary emphasis, naturally was on the train-
ing of ministers to supply the pulpits of early America.
Cradually, the colleges broadened their activities to in-
clude the training of laymen for other professions., There
was continued emphasis by the denominations, however, on
higher education under the control of the respective groups.
Although the earlier church-founded universities gradually
overcame their ecclesiastical influences and control, the
various denominations continued to found colleges in the be-
lief that the training of thelr youth was their primary
responsibility. From the historical perspective, it can be
readily seen why church-related colleges are part of the
contemporary scene.

From the propagation viewpolnt, churches feel it

1 7, walter Johnson, "Colonial Life in America,"
The World Book Encyclopedia, 1947, III, 1572. As indicated
in this article, eight of the nine universities of colonlal
America were established by churches,
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necessary to establish and maintain institutions of higher
learning in order to Inculcate their youth with education
centered around their particular theological bent, If there
is power in knowledge provided by channels of education, as
educators contend, it is only natural that the various de-
nominations desire to surround their young people with an
environment conducive to the strengthening of the church's
position. It 1s possible, and perhaps too probable at
certain points, that this desire for propagandizing may in-
terfere with the search for truth, If the zeal of the
church insists that i1its standards should not be examined and
that the students must not come into contact with contrary
opinions and beliefs for fear of contamination, the educa-
tional system becomes nothing more or less than an instru-
ment of propaganda, to the detriment of both the church and
the student, In spite of such pitfalls, however, it is
understandable and defensible that the church wishes to
surround 1ts youth with its culture and understanding in
thelr quest for truth,

Philosophically, the answer to the question, "Why
church-related colleges?" can be found in the affirmation
that there are particular values to the religiously oriented
education that should be part of the contemporary scene in
higher education. The importance of the contribution of

church-related colleges can vary from the assertion that it
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1s one small segment of the cultural heritage to the em-
phatic insistence that the religious view 1s necessery for

the all-around development of man,2

The adoption of the philosophy that church-related
colleges have a significant part to play in higher education
does not entall, necessarily, that all colleges should be
church-sponsored. Many of the most ardent supporters of
Christian education would be very unhappy to see the dis-
continuance of our great public and private institutions.
They feel that these institutions are doing an outstanding
task that must be done; one, in fact, that could not be
eccomplished by church-related colleges alone. They view
the different types of institutions as supplements of each
other., Each needs the contributions of the other.3

2 J, Edward Dirks, "The Editor's Preface,” The
Christian Scholar, 37:3, March, 1954. "The church-related
colleges are discovering new vitality as they seek to bring
the Christian faith and understanding to bear upon their to-
tal 1life, both in their programs of study and related pro-
grams of activities, They serve as reminders of the histor-
ical fact that in our country, as in our Western culture,
some of the most significant initiatives for higher learn-
ing, especially in the liberal studies intended to assist
persons to be free to live creatively in a free society, are
to be found in the Hebrew-Christian heritage, These col-
leges are at work today in a new way, to discover the spe-
cific implications of the enduring conviction that the edu-
cation of free and responsible persons must have as its
context the heritage and values of high religious faith."

3 Walter E. Wiest, "Education for Freedom: An Inter-
pretation of the Christian College," The Christian Scholar,
37:8, March, 1954. "It should be made clear that this arti-
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The importance of church-related colleges in the
contemporary scene 13 witnessed by the recognition accorded
them by the Assoclation of American Colleges, This associa-
tion has a special Commission on Christian Higher Education
whose activitles are reported in a reserved section of the
national bulletin. The by-laws of the Commission on
Christian Higher Education (approved by the Assoclation of
American Colleges) provide that "one or more sessions of
the annual meeting of the Association of American Colleges
shall be devoted to the work and problems of the Commis-
ston. "l

Whether one favors the church-related philosophy of
higher educsation or not, it 1s evident that the Christian
colleges of America are sharing in a significant measure the

task of higher education,

cle represents no attempt to argue that a Christian philos-
ophy 1s the only valid one for education, or that there is
no room for others in a democratic society. Its contention
is rather that there are many considerations which make a
Christian apgroach a legitimate, falr and constructive
possibility.

b "By-Laws of Commission on Christian Higher Edu-
cation of the Association of American Colleges,” Assocl-
ation of American Colleges Bulletin, 40:311, May, 195[.
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II. DEVELOPMENT OF THE BIBLE COLLEGES

The Reverend Harold R, Crosser recently completed a
master's thesis on "A History of Education in the Pilgrim
Holiness Church.,"> This scholarly work forms the back-
ground for this review of higher education in the Pilgrim
Holiness Church,

Mr. Crosser has so ably shown the tap roots, philos-
ophy, and current status of the Bible colleges of the Pil-
grim Holiness Church in his final chapter of the thesis,
that it seems very profitable and necessary to quote these
concluding paragraphs.

Protestantism in the United States has continually
offered conclusive proof of the vital relation of the
Christian church to education. Out of meager begin-
nings practically every sect has managed to provide in-
tellectual and academic opportunities for its followers.
The Pilgrim Holiness Church, rising as it did out of
Methodism, has been no exception.

For the most part, education in Colonial deys was not
regarded as a christianizing force except under the con-
trol of religion, It is significant that most of the
colleges founded during this period trace their begin-
nings to the eighteenth century revival movement,
Churches holding to the Calvinist theology (Congrega-
tional, Presbyterian, Baptist) had little or no fear of
educational pursuits and established schools without
regservation. But Methodism, which had been conditioned
while in 1ts infancy to fear intellectualism, was much
slower to found institutions of higher learning.

5 Harold R. Crosser, "A History of Education in the
Pilgrim Holiness Church," (unpublished Master's thesis,
The Pennsylvania State College, State College, 1953),

98 pp.
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Early Methodism shunned educational institutions pri-
mserily because of the conditions that existed in schools
of older churches., Thus, for years, strong sentiment
against college training, and especially a college bred
ministry, prevailed. Consequently, 1t is not strange
that early Methodism was charged with intellectual
poverty, But 1t is significant that the very revivalism
which Methodists wished to foster (even to the hurt of
education) produced intellectual alertness and eventu-
ally led to the great college movement in the Methodist
Church during the nineteenth century.

While at first Methodist schools were permeated with
a strong religious influence, significant changes gradu-
ally took place, Following the Civil War the tradional
relation of education to religion began to disappear.
The reaction to this, and primarily to changes in wor-
ship and faith, produced the Hollness Movement. When
the Holiness Movement was no longer welcome in Method-
ism, 1t not only founded new religious sects but a new
type of school, the Bible school, to perpetuate its
religious tenets.

Some of these Holiness groups later merged and the
result was the Pilgrim Holiness Church. Conditioned as
they were by the influence of Methodism, many people
agsociated with this church looked upon educational
procedures as dangerous. But there was always a mili-
tant element in the denomination that insisted on the
compatibility of scholasticism and spirituality. Thus,
in the midst of continuous opposition, schools have
been established,

It 1is significant that the educational institutions
of the Pilgrim Holiness Church--Bible institutes and
Bible colleges--which were founded to promulgate the
holiness philosophy have continued with their original
emphaslis until the present., In the face of apathy,
opposition, and years of financial crislis the Bible
Institutes and Bible colleges of the church have main-
tained clear objectives., The supreme desire has been
to train preachers of the Gospel in the fundamental
tenets of early Methodist doctrine and give the studsnt
a Blbllocentric education. The extremes of classicism
and empirical science have thus far been avoided in
favor of giving the student a theistic outlook on the
important areas of human knowledge.,

In spite of the existence of an opposing element to
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education, we cannot say that the Pilgrim Holiness
Church has obstructed educational advance in 1ts sphere
of religious influence. Rather, through some of its
educators, it has stimulated constructlve thinking rela-
tive to Bible instlitute and Bible college training. As
in Methodism, the incentive to educate seems to be slow-
1y approaching a position of dominance,

It is entirely possible that the present perilod of
unparalleled growth and prosperity in the Pilgrim
Holiness Schools will also prove to be a time of transi-
tion. There are indications that the schools represent-
ed in this study are lately tending to reverse values in
an attempt to gain academic recognition and larger
student groups. It remains to be seen whether the edu-
cational institutions of this young church can maintain
their original Bibliocentric emphasis and at the same
time found senior colleges and secure accredétation, en-
larged enrollments, and expanded facilities,

Elsewhere in his thesis, Mr. Crosser traces the rise
of the Bible colleges in the church from their earliest be-
ginnings to the present (1952)., As he points out, God's
Bible School of Cincinnati, Ohio, (an interdenominational
Bible college founded by an early member of the Yoliness
movement) served as the training institution for the youth
during the earliest days7 of the Pilgrim Holiness Church.
Even to this day, God's Bible School has great influence in
the Ohio District of the denomination.

Since God's Bible School had such strong influence

on the infant church and its leaders, it was only natural

6 1bid., pp. 96-98.

7 The Pilgrim Holiness Church was founded in Cinclnn-
ati, Ohio, in 1897,
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that the sectlonal Bible colleges established by the denom-
ination should follow the pattern of this parent institu-
tion, It 1s possible to obtain a picture of the earliest
schools in the Pilgrim Holiness Church by giving a descrip-
tion of God's Bible School in its early days.

It was not planned to do the work of a secular
school, nor a religious school or college whose primary
purpose was to traln individuals for secular positions,
but its real object was to prepare people to be soul
winners through instruction in God's Word, It was a
faith work and a labor of love., God was trusted to
supply thg need as the people saw the necessity to buy
or build,

With such a restricted concept of the responsibility
of the church for the training of its youth, 1t is under-
standable why the movement for enlarging the usefulness of
the church educationally has been so long in developing.
For many years, and to a great extent today, the members of
the Pilgrim Holiness Church have felt that the training of
ministers, missionaries, and Christian workers was the sole
mission of the denomination in higher education. Training
beyond this level was not only not provided, but in many
cases, was actually discouraged and even preached against.

With this view of education, it was natural that the
earliest curricula of the Bible schools consisted largely of

studies of the Bible, This was studied topically and

8 Crosser, op. cit., p. 39.
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textually, and committed to memory. The need for grammar
and composition was felt from the beginning, as well as
gospel music in its instrumental and vocal phases, Some
form of theology has always accompanied Bible school
training.

From these early efforts, the curricula were gradu-
ally expanded., History of philosophy, ethics, metaphysics,
and loglc were natural concomitants of enlarged theological
departments, Speech, literature, and debate were added to
the English fleld. Various practical courses for Christian
workers became part of the course of study; although actual
field work has always been an important extra currlcular
activity., The flelds of religion grew to include church
history, homiletics, various church administrative offer-
ings, mission courses, Greek, and like studies. The study
of the Bible became more systematized and formalized.

Continuous expansion resulted in the addition of var-
ious courses in history, psychology, education, socilology,
science, mathematics, and language. Increased formal in-
struction in the field of music, including choirs and sing-
ing groups, became the accepted rule., Today, the Bible
colleges offer varlous non-degree ministerial and Christian
workers' courses, along with junior college and four-and

five-year bachelor's degrees,

Originally, the students attending the church's
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schools were interested in Becoming full -time ministers,
misslonaries, Christian workers, or efficient laymen in the
local churches, Today's attendants include this group, plus
an ever-enlarging segment who take two years of junior col-
lege and transfer to liberal arts institutions.

Although a few earlier attempts to found other
schools have succumbed to flnancial pressure, the Pilgrim
Holiness Church has six Bible colleges opgrating today.
These are scattered on a sectional basis, and are located in
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Michigan, Colorado,
and California, All of them maintain four years of high
school, in addition to their Bible college programs,

Of late years, there has been a growing demand that
the church not only furnish junior college work but also
four years of liberal arts training., Starting with Bible
college students and a few far-sighted church leaders, the
whole liberal arts issue has now come to the place where it
i1s engaging the interest of the church and the General Board

who are now seeking the proper solution.
ITI. HISTORY OF THE LIBERAL ARTS PROPOSAL

As indicated, heretofore, liberal arts education has
had a thorny road to travel in the Pilgrim Holiness Church.
Nevertheless, there has been the growing conviction on the

part of the educationally-minded leaders that the church has

————T
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a definite responsibility to its youth in their pursuit of
secular higher education necessary to prepare them for their
life's tasks.

In addressing the General Conference in 1946, General

Superintendent L. W. Sturk recommended:

That we should ask for representation on the Board of
Trustees of one of our accredited Holiness colleges
(presumably one of the interdenominational institu-
tions), and that if this is not granted that we should
take steps to establish an accredited senior college for
our young people.9

This was followed in 19,8 by the earliest published

official statement of the General Board of the Pilgrim Hol-
iness Church on the senior college matter (liberal arts

college) as quoted by Mr., Crosser from the Pilgrim Holiness

Advocate, official organ of the denomination. Mr. Crosser
labels the statements as "particularly revolutionary in
their implication.”

We shall look forward to and plan for a senlor col-
lege as the church may be able to maintain an institu-
tion of higher learning with credit,

We shall seek to have our schools accredited and
recognized by State or other educational authorities ex-
cept when we belleve such a course will lead us to com-
promise spiritual principles or . . . demands expendit-
ures which will result in debt greater than our ability
to pay.l0

9 As quoted in the Minutes of the Twenty-First Gener-
al Conference of the Pilgrim Holiness Church, 1950, p. LB

10 ¢rosser, op. cit., p. 9.
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The General Conference of 1950 received three memor-
ials from different districts calling for the establishment
of a senior college. Both General Superintendent L. W,
Sturk and Secretary of General Sunday Schools and Youth,

P. F. Elliott, in their messages to the General Conference
stressed the need of a senior college and seminary for the
youth of the church,

General Superintendent: The General Conference must
decide whether the General Board shall seek to fulfill
its obligation to the church in providing a senior col-
lege and seminary, or whether we shall turn to the idea
of increasing the facilities of our present institutions
with the thought of permitting these schools to develop
into colleges as they are able, and thus meet the needs
of the church,ll

Secretary of General Sunday Schools and Youth: Per-
sonally, I am earnestly praying and hoping that the day
is not too far off when we will have our own General
Church senior college and seminary. I appreciate the
fine work these other institutions are doing, but I feel
that if we are going to have Pilgrim ministers with
Pilgrim standards and Pilgrim doctrines, we must have
our own senior college and seminary to train these young
people. The church of tomorrow must mcve forward today
on the feet of today's youth,1l2

After considerable discussion and parliamentary pro-
cedure, the General Conference voted:

BE IT RESOLVED, that this General Conference author-
1ze the General Board to take steps to provide the
opportunities of senior college work for our students
as God may permit, and if possible, that these oppor-

—_—————

11 Minutes of the Twenty-First General Conference of
the Pilgrim Holiness Church, 1950, p. L8,

12 1p14., p. B1.
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tunities shall Se made available not later than Sept-
ember 1, 1951

.

The same General Conference also authorized an
assessment of seventy-five cents per member as part of the
general budget for the ensuing quadrennium for a "senior

college. "1l

However, the General Board did not deem it advisable
to take any further steps for the establishment of a senlior
college during the following four years. The money was col-
lected according to General Conference action and accunu-
lated in a "senior college fund."

During the quadrennium, the General Board investi-
gated the possibility of the Bible colleges supplying the
need for liberal arts training. Actually, they authorized
such action, only to rescind it at a later meeting because
they felt 1t was not quite what the general church wanted.
The General Board brought a report of its activities to the
General Conference of 1954, along with the following recom=-
menrdations

WE THEREFORE RECOMMEND to the General Conference that

our present educational institutions shall be permitted
to develop senior college work and to offer liberal arts

degrees as may be providentially in their sphere and
that,

13 rbid., p. 35.
14 1vi4d., p. 38.
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Further, the present accumulation of senior college
funds shall be distributed to the zone schools from
which the funds came to be used specifically to augment
present liberal arts work and procure equipment neces-
sary to carrying on those branches of these several
schools and

Further, that the senior college funds that come
through the General Board shall be so allocated and re-
distributed to the zone schools on a monthly basis from
the General Treasurer's office.l5

After prolonged debate and consideration, the final

official action of the 1G54 General Conference authorized

a survey of the liberal arts question and provided:

There shall be an eleven-man commission to meke this
survey composed of the Secretary of Educstion, as Chalr-
man, the six school presidents and four members elected
by ballot of the General Board; the first ballot to be a
nominating ballot, this committee to meet at the annual
church leaders!' conference and have authority to subdi-
vide as may be necessary to conduct its study.

This commission shall investigate possible sites for
a senior college, separate from any of our present
schools, cost of buildings and equipment, faculty and
staff, possible accreditation and the time necessary
for achievement in various states, and endowment neces-
sary.

The integration of such a liberal arts program into
our present educational program shall be a definite part
of such study. Also the matter of General Church budget
for such a liberal arts program.,

This commission shall make its report to the General
Board no later than May 1956. The General Board shall
be fully empowered to act upon its recommendations.l

In the matter of finance, the General Conference

15 Minutes of the Twenty-Second General Conference

of the Pilgrim Hollness Church, 195k, p. LO.

16 1bid., p. 4O.
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authorized the continuance of the senior college assessment
at the rate of one dollar per member, to be added to the
general church fund for this purpose., A directive was also
passed restricting the senior college fund: "The liberal
arts college funds shall not be used except for a church
liberal arts college."17

At its regular fall meeting (1954), the General Board
elected the other four members of the Liberal Arts Commis-
sion. This group met in January of 1955 for organization
and division of the survey. They divided themselves into
three groups along with a similar division of the research
to be conducted. A preliminary report 1s to be completed by
May of 1955,

The current resesarch provided some preliminary re-
ports for the use of thls Commission at its January meeting.
A final copy of the entire thesis will be submitted to the
General Secretary of Education, Reverend H. T, Mills, for

the use of the Commission and the General Board.

17 Loec. cit.






CHAPTER III
ANALYSIS OF ADULT QUESTIONNAIRE DATA
INTRODUCTION

One of the paramount issues in the use of a question-
naire is that of adequate returns., Seldom is a 100 per cent
reply achleved., The larger the sample, the greater the
problem of obtaining a complete response, Incorrect ad-
dresses, lost mail, lack of interest, procrastination, per-
sonal resistance; all act as hindrances when a malled ques-
tionnaire 1is used.

One method of determining a reasonable expectation of
returns of a questionnalre 1s to discover the success that
has attended the efforts of other investigators. Mr. J. R.
Shannon performed this task and reported his findings in the

Journal of Educational Research.l His study covered the

master's theses completed through 19&6 at Indiana State
Teachers College and the doctoral dissertations through 1945
at Teachers College, Columbia University. Of 285 surveys
using the mailed questionnaire, the mean percentage of the
returns was 65,16. Mr. Shannon pointed out that two very

small samplings with 100 per cent success tended to increase

1 5. R. Shannon, "Percentages of Returns of Ques-
tionnaires in Reputable Educational Research," Journal of
Educational Research, 42:138-41, October, 19&8.
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the mean percentages of his study. He compared his findings
by quoting those of other authorities, He indicated that
Mr., John C. Almack considered a 50 per cent return normal
and a 75 per cent reply exceptiona1.2 He referred to Mr.
William Clark Trow's allegation that a third to one-half of
those solicited fail to respond.3 Thus, it would appear
from this research and the expert opinions cited that malled
questionnaires with replies in the 50 to 75 per cent bracket
are acceptable.

In the present study the over-all percentage of re-
turns to the various questionnaires mailed to the contribu-
ting groups fell within the acceptable limits suggested
above, Fluctuations will be noted as they occur, along with
suggested explanations.

Several factors assisted in the return of the ques-
tionnaires used in this investigation., The General Confer-
ence of 1954 had aroused considerable interest in the
liberal arts question by their discussions and action. They
had directed that a study of the entire proposal be made by
an eleven-man commission which they had elected, under the
chalrmanshlp of the General Secretary of Education, Reverend

H. T. Mills,

2 Shannon, loc. cit,

3 Loc. eit.
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Personal letters, authorized by Mr. Mills, accom-
panied each questionnaire, requesting coopqration in order
that the information might be used by the liberal arts
Cormission. Since the Commission was meeting in January
(1955), it was possible to use the leverage of this natural
deadline. Self-addressed stamped return envelopes were
provided.

By the tone and length of the replies, 1t appeared
that those respondents vitally interested in liberal arts
training, and those definitely opposed, responded well
under the impetus of the factors enumerated. A very few in-
dicated that they did not feel that they knew enough about
the problem to answer the questionnaire intelligently. It
would seem that the non-respondents probably included others
who felt this way, along with those who did not care which
way the matter was decided.

The construction of the various gquestionnaires was
conducted under the careful supervision of two staff members
of Michigan State College. The writer was abls to proceed
with the development of these instruments on the basis of a
background of experlence in this area.u The questionnaires

were continuously reviewed and revised under the supervision

4 The writer conducted a questionnalire study of the
student body, and assisted in the development of & similar
alumnl survey, while he was Director of Public Relations at
Greenville College in 1948-49.
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of two of the members of the investigatorfs doctoral commit-
tee and a graduate Seminar in Higher Education at Michigen
State College in the fall of 1954, One of the members of
this seminar had had considerable experience in the use of
questionnaires with the State of Michigan Department of Pube
1ic Instruction, Because of the quality of expert assist-
ance available, along with the fact that the January dead-
line must be met for the use of the Committee, no trial runs
were conducted. The evidence that was found on those ques-
tionnaires returned seemed to justify this procedure. In
only one case did a respondent indicate that he was confused
by the nature of two of the questions. The general agree-
ment and consistency of the answers supported the accepta-
bility of the instruments as developed.

As indicated iIn the methodology of this study, the
General Conference delegates were sampled to discover the
thinking of the adult members of the Pilgrim Holiness Church
on the matter of a liberal arts college. Table I indicates
the size of the samples, the number of returns, the result-
ing percentages, and the totals of the responses to each
question on the adult questionnaires,

Eighty-eight of the ninety-three lay delegates were
polled. Addressses were inadequate for the other five,
Ninety-one of the ministerial delegates were surveyed.

These were chosen by using every third name on the minis-
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TABL

ADULT QUESTICN

L. a.

Do YOU favor the establishment of a liberal . . . . .
arts college for our church separate from . . « « o« »
the present Bible Colleges? . o« o ¢ o o o o o o o o o

Do you feel that the MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS .« + « o o
OF OUR CHURCH whom you know favor the estab- . . . . »
lishment of a liberal arts college for our . .« . .
church separate from the present Bible Colleges?

Instead of a separate liberal arts college . « o o o &
do YOU favor the development of liberal arts . « « « &
departments by our present Bible Colleges? . + « « & o

Do you feel that the MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS .
OF OUR CHURCH whom you know favor the develop=- « o« o
ment of liberal arts departments by our present . . .
Bible Colleges, instead of a separate liberal

arts college?

.
.
.

Do YOU feel that our Bible Colleges should plan . +
to remain strictly Bible Colleges with only the . . .
necessary minimum of liberal arts in their . . . . . .
curriculums?

Do you feel that the MAJORITY OrF THE MEMBERS . . . .
OF OUR CHURCH whom you know feel that our . . « « « »
present Bible Colleges should plan to remaln . . . . «
strictly Bible Colleges with only the necessary
minimum of liberal arts in their curriculums?

Do YOU feel that our church should NOT attempt . . « «
to provide liberal arts tralning for our young . « .
people, and that they should obtain such train- . . »
ing at state or accredited Christian colleges

outside our church?
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NAIRE RESULTS

L6

Superintendents Ministers Laymen Total

Sample: 30 91 88 209
Return: 22 51 Sl 127

% = 73 56 61 61

N % N % N % N %

Yes 11 50 29 )57 37 69 77 61
No 8 36 21 1 lﬁ 2l L2 38
Blank 3 14 1 2 7 8

Yes 10 45 21 41 20 37 1 40
No 7 32 21 L1 21 39 9 139
Blank 5 23 9 18 13 24 27 21
Yes 8 36 19 37 10 19 37 29
No 12 55 29 5Z 39 712 80 63
Blank 2 9 3 5 9 10 8
Yes 7 32 20 39 11 20 38 30
No 10 45 21 41 25 46 56 ).;.%
Blank 5 23 10 20 18 33 33 2
Yes 1, 6 38 175 38 70 90 71
No L 1 12 24 9 17 25 20
Blank 4 18 1 2 7 13 12 9
Yes 12 55 3y 67 32 59 78 61
No 3 14 2 18 6 11 18 14
Blank 7 32 16 16 30 31 24
Yes 0 0 5 10 8 15 13 10
No 18 82 42 82 35 65 95 175
Blank L 18 L 8 11 20 19 15
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TABLE I (c
ADULT QUESTION

L. b.

a

Te

Do you feel that the MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF OUR .
CHURCH whom you know feel that our church should NOT ,
attempt to provide liberal arts tralning for our young
people and that they should obtain such training at
state or accredited Christian colleges outside our
church?

Do YOU feel that a separate libersl arts college
should be established
within the next five years? . o« ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ o o

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

LY

o0
.
.
.

from five to ten years? ¢ ¢ o« o o o o o o o
e e s e s 0 s 0 s e s 0 0 0 e

.
.
.
.
.

e e s o s e 0 0 e s e e e s
Other pPlan ¢ o o o o o ¢ o « ¢ ¢ o o o o ¢ o o o o o @

WHETHER YOU FAVOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A LIBERAL ARTS
COLLEGE OR NOT, please answer questions 6 through 10
on the basis that such a college might be authorized.

In locating a proposed SEPARATE liberal arts college,
do you favor
using one of the present Bible College campuses .

.o
EXCLUSIVELY for liberal arts college WOrk? . « o o o o

e e e s 00
scquiring an entirely new campus? . . . o ¢ o o o ¢ o

e @ o o 0 0o 0 0 s

P
Other Plan ¢ o« ¢ ¢ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o« ¢ ¢ 0 6 o ¢ o ¢ 0 ¢ o

If a separate new campus 1s acquired, do you

c e e 0 e
feel that it should be located near our . . « « « o o
General Headquarters (Indiana)? .« « « o o o o o o o @

s.res v cien e Jp cienas Yectiging
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NAIRE RESULTS

L8

Superintendents Ministers Laymen Total

Sample: 30 91 88 209
Return: 22 51 ol 127

: 73 56 61 61

N 4 N % N % N %

Yes 0 0 5 10 10 1§ 15 12
No 13 9 36 7 29 5% 78 61
Blank 9 L | 10 20 15 2 3 27
Yes 8 36 19 37 27 50 S 43
No 2 9 12 9 19 15
Blank 12 55 20 39 22 41 sl L3
Yes 5 23 12 24 9 17 26 20
No 2 g 7 1 4 Z 13 10
Blank 15 6 32 63 1 7 88 70
When possible 5 5
Yes 11 50 27 g& 26 48 6L S0
No 3 12 12 22 21 21
Blank 8 3 12 24 16 30 36 28
Yes 6r' 27 18 3 20 37 iy 35
No 2 9 Z 1 8 15 lg L5
Blank 1, 64 26 51 26 48 66 52
Yes 5 23 10 20 9 17 2, 19
No 1 5 1 2 2 % L 3
Not necessarily 13 59 38 7& b1 7 92 .12
Blank 3 14 2 i 1 1.5
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TABLE I (c
ADULT QUESTION

8. What 1s the MINIMUM student body for which you feel a
liberal arts college should be established?
a, Less than 100 ., &« o « o &

© e e e s s e s s e e e e e
bai 20O €0 200 & o' @ 16 s 'ie e e s e e s exie e leriie e e e e
Co 200 t0 300 ¢ o ¢ o o o ¢ o o o o o o 0 o o o s s o o @
. 000 B B0y a6 & h e B N R R e e
0. Other & ¢ o ¢ & o ¢ ¢ o o o ¢ o ¢ o o o ¢ o o o o o o
9. In order to assist in providing finances for a pro-

posed liberal arts college, what is the MAXIMUM as-
sessment per member per year that you would favor be-
ing apportioned by the general church?

$1.00 per year

$2.00 POT JOAL ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o s o 6 6 o s 0 0 0 o 0
$3.00 PO JOAL o < ¢ o o o o o o o o 6 o 6 o 6 6 e o @
3500, DOT JOBL o o siiorve 6 o ot e (88 e e e iel et et el e
3500 POY JORT: o' o) e el o e s 57 oide) der fai decieli el ler be iy lerte
6,00 DO I YORT il v fa v T fox mde va) o 85 Sor e se) 16 Lt aY Yol ve
B7+00 DOT. YORY & si'o: o' o s 1o i isl o @ ‘o & o e @ 646 8 @
$8.00 POL JOAT © 5 o o o o o s s w6 e 66 6 8 e e s
$9.00 POP YOO ¢ o« o ¢ o o o 6 o o 6 6 06 o 06 0o 0 0 o @
$10.00 PO JOAT ¢ ¢ 2 ¢ o ¢ o o o o o o 6 6 ¢ 0 0 o o
Other . . ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ e ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o 0 o ¢ o o 0 0 0 o

10. If a liberal arts college were established, would . .
you send your children and/or encourage the young
people from your area to attend? If answer is , . . .
no, please explain why.

11. If you attended college, please give names and . + +
number of years in attendance. « « « ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o

12, Please give the names of persons you know who . . . .
left the church after attending non-Pilgrim Holiness
colleges. (Names will be used for cross-checking
purposes only.)
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ontinued)

NATRE RESULTS

Superintendents  Minlsters Lgymen Total

Sample: 30 91 8 209
Return: 22 51 sl 127

g e 73 56 61 61

N % N % N % N %

a. 3 14 5 10 2 4 10 8
b. Z 32 21 18 33 46 36
c. 27 1y 27 18 33 38 30
d. 2 9 S 10 5 9 12 9
e. 500 1 1 1
Blank 31 6 12 11 20 20 16
1. 3 14 lg 25 9 17 25 20
2. 5 2 16 31 11 20 32 25

. 31 y 8 11 20 18 1
ﬁ. 1 5 1 2 % 7 6 5
5. 2 9 1 2 11 9 7
6. 1 2 1 1
T 1 2 1 1
8.
9.
10. 3 6 1 2 L 3
reasonable, necessary 3 6 1 2 L 3
Blank 8 36 8 16 11 20 27 21
Yes 18 82 L1 80 L7 87 106 83
No 0O O 3 6 1 2 L 3
Blank L 18 7 14 6 11 17 13
Number 8 3 28 55 13 L
Blank 1l 2& 23 Es 41 ?% 72 g?
Number 12 32 25 69

(Each group indicated more persons than names given.)
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terial delegate 1ist on a district division. The thirty
superintendents of the thirty districts of the church re-
ceived questionnaires, also. Since these were members of
the General Conference, a total of 121 minlisters were
polled. The adult sample, therefore, consisted of 209 min-
1sterial and lay delegates out of the General Conference of
35. This was a 48 per cent sample of the General Confer-
ence which represented the entire Pilgrim Holiness denomina-
tion.

As Table I indicates, 73 per cent of the thirty
superintendents responded, and 56 per cent of the ninety-one
ministerial delegates, Added together, these totals reveal
that 60 per cent of the 121 General Conference ministers who
wore polled replied. Sixty-one per cent of the eighty-eight
laymen contributed. The grand total of adult responses
shows that 61 per cent of the questionnaires were sent back
from 209 mailings. That is, of the 435 General Conference
delegates, 127 actually made their views known, or 29 per

cent, These were distributed on a proportionate district

" basis,

Each questionnaire gave opportunity for indicating
what the respondent felt and what he believed to be the
thinking of the majority of the church members whom he knew,

As was to be expected, even though an individual sent
back his questionnaire, this did not guarantee that he would
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answer every question. This accounts for most of the dls-
crepancies that appear in the totals of the tables of this
research. In a very few cases, there was some contradiction
in the replies, The rule of interpretation of the data that
was followed was to attempt to ascartain the total meaning
of the respondent in order to adjust for contradicting an-
swers, In the 1solated cases where this procedure failed,
the answers were recorded just as they appeared on the ques-
tionnaires. Of course, the major portion required merely

the tabulating of consistent responses,

I, ANALYSIS OF SUPERINTENDENTS' DATA

In a very real sense the superintendents of the
thirty districts of the Pilgrim Holiness Church have the
pulse of the members more than any other group., It can be
assumed that ministers of local churches understand thelir
own people reasonably well. General officers of the church
receive their impressions of the thinking of the rank and
file largely through their contacts with the superintendents
and other ministers., The superintendents, however, have
supervisory contacts with both the ministry and laity. It
is their business to know what the people are thinking and
what they want. Therefore, their views in relation to the
thinking of the district membership are important. Their

personal views should be evaluated on the premise that they
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are leading ministers of the denomination.

The most crucial question in the adult questionnaire
was that dealing with the church's responsibility in re-
lation to providing liberal arts training for its youth. On
this point (question four) 82 per cent of the superintend-
ents checked that the church should not leave 1ts liberal
arts training to non-denominational institutions., Eighteen
per cent of the twenty-two who replied left it blank. On
the same item 59 per cent of these leaders indicated that
they believed that thelr districts felt the same way, and
41 per cent left the question blank.

On the question of the method of providing such
liberal arts training, the superintendents were divided.
They checked by a margin of 50 to 36 per cent in favor of
establishing a separate liberal arts college, with fourteen
per cent not answering. Forty-five per cent of those an-
swering designated their bellef of the thinking of their
districts on the same issue as being favorable, 32 per cent
indicated dissent, and 23 per cent did not answer.

O0f the twenty-two men responding, 36 per cent were in
favor of having liberal arts training provided by the Bible
colleges, while 55 per cent asserted their disapproval of
this, and 9 per cent failed to answer. Thirty-two per cent
responded that they believed that their districts desired

this program of providing such higher education for their
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youth, while 45 per cent doubted their districts' favor, and
23 per cent did not reply. .

Of the twenty-two superintendents cooperating in the
study, 36 per cent 1lndicated that a liberal arts college
should be established within the next five years, and 23 per
cent suggested that it be done within a perliod of five to
ten years.

If a liberal arts college were authorized, 50 per
cent of the superintendents believed that one of the
present Bible colleges should be used exclusively for this
work, and 27 per cent favored acquiring an entirely new
campus. Twenty-three per cent felt that it should be locat-
ed near the General Headquarters (somewhere in Indiana),
while 5 per cent were negative, and 59 per cent were open-
minded. Of those replying, 73 per cent favored a minimum
student body of less than one hundred to three hundred.
Fifty-one per cent designated a maximum yearly assessment of
one to three dollars., Eighty-two per cent indicated that
they would encourage their youth to attend, and 18 per cent
did not answer.

Thirty-six per cent of the superintendents checksd
some type of college attendance. Twelve names, not dupli-
cated on other questionnaires, were furnished of persons
who left the church after attending non-Pilgrim Holiness

colleges., More were indicated as known to the respondents,
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but there was reluctance on the part of some to reply to
this question.

In the remarks section of the questionnalres and in
letters, the majority of the superintendents spoke in favor
of a liberal arts college. They qualified their assertions
with regard to the problems of finance, location, faculty,
accreditation, and timing. A few indicated their wish that
the Bible colleges should provide liberal arts training.

In summary, the twenty-two superintendents replying
felt that the church should make provision for liberal arts
training for 1its youth, In this, they belleved that they
were supported by their districts. A majority favored es-
tablishing a separate liberal arts college, with a substan-
tial minority suggesting that the Bible colleges should
provide this service. Those desiring a separate liberal
arts college wanted action as soon as possible and finan-
clally feasible.

In acquiring a liberal arts college, the majority
were in favor of using one of the present Bilble colleges ex-
clusively for this purpose, There should be a minimum
student body of one to three hundred students, Assessments
should not be more than $3.00 per member per year, and,
preferably, lower., They would support a liberal arts col-
lege, 1f 1t were established, whether they favored its in-

1tiation or not.
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II. ANALYSIS OF MINISTERS' DATA

In a church where the influence of the ministers is
so predominant, as 1s true in the Pilgrim Holiness Church,
their opinions are exceptionally valuable. "As the minis-
ters go, so goes the church.”" This maxim being true, it is
only a question of time before their leadership will sway
the lalty into following. In most situations, the ministers
decide and the laymen adopt the decisions as their own. Un-
doubtedly, this will be true in the liberal arts discussion.
The data from the ministers, therefore, deserve the most
careful evaluation.

On the crucial question four, 82 per cent of the
fifty-one responding ministers averred that the church
should provide liberal arts training for 1ts youth. Ten per
cent were negative, and 8 per cent did not reply. They be-
lieved that the majority of the members whom they knew
supported this position by a margin of 71 to 10 per cent,
with 20 per cent failing to answer,

There was considerable disagreement as to the manner
of providing liberal arts higher education. The ministers
favored by a ratio of 5% to 41 per cent the establishment of
a separate liberal arts college, with 2 per cent leaving the
question blank. Thirty-seven per cent indicated that the

present Bible colleges should provide this need. In rela-
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tion to what they considered to be the thinking of the
majority of the members whom they knew on this point, there
appeared to be almost a fifty-fifty breakdown. Forty-one
per cent affirmed that they belleved the members wish a
separate liberal arts college, while 41 per cent indicated
disapproval, and 18 per cent did not reply. Of the fifty-
one ministers, 39 per cent reveals d that they felt that the
majority of the members whom they knew prefer that this edu-
cation be supplied by the Bible colleges, with 1 per cent
affirming otherwise, and 20 per cent not answering.

Thirty-seven per cent of the fifty-one respondents
wished a separate liberal arts college within the next five
years, with 2, per cent holding it would take from five to
ten years to accomplish this objective.

If a liberal arts college were authorized, 53 per
cent of the ministers wished to use one of the present
Bible college campuses exclusively for such work., Thirty-
five per cent expressed approval of acquiring an entirely
new campus. Of the respondents, 20 per cent favored loca-
ting such a campus near the General Headquarters in Indiana,
with 2 per cent negative, and 75 per cent open-minded.
Seventy-eight per cent supported a minimum student body of
less than one hundred to three hundred. Fifty-six per cent
approved an assessment of one to two dollars a year per

member. They would support such a college by a majority of
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80 per cent, with 6 per cent negative, and 14 per cent not
answering.

Fifty-five per cent asserted some type of college
attendance., Thirty-two names unduplicated on other ques-
tionnalres were furnished of those who left the church after
attending non-Piigrim Holiness colleges. Others were indi-
cated as known to the ministers, but thelr names were not
given.

In the remarks sections of the questionnaires and in
letters, the majority of the ministers supported a separate
liberal arts college, A significant minority favored the
Bible colleges providing this training., A few were negative
to either solution, All discussion was qualified by refer-
ence to the obvious problems of location, faculty, timing,
accreditation, and finance.,

To summarize, the majority of the fifty-one ministers
were fully in accord with the premise that the church must
do something about liberal arts training for the young peo-
ple. In this, they believed that they were supported by the
majority of the members whom they knew. The majority fa-
vored the establishment of a separate liberal arts college,
with a substantial minority wishing the Bible colleges to
carry this load. Those desiring a separate college wished
it done as soon as financially possible and academically

feasible,
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In acquiring a liberal arts college, a majority pre-
ferred to use one of the present Bible colleges exclusively
for this venture., A minimum student body of one to three
hundred would satisfy most of the respondents. The annual
assessment should not exceed two dollars a year. They would
support such a college, 1f established, reflecting loyalty

to the church and 1its eventual decision in this matter.

III. ANALYSIS OF LAYMEN'S DATA

In any church the laymen must furnish the finances
and the back-bone of over-all support if a specific project
is to succeed. In the present study, the laymen would
necessarily have to furnish the financial resources, most of
the youth for training, and the general backing in order for
the liberal arts proposal to be a success. Although the
laity follow the leadership of the ministers, to move ahead
of their thinking could hinder the future of liberal arts
training in the Pilgrim Holiness Church. Unless they send
their sons and daughters, unless they support financially
and otherwise, any plans made by the General Board or
General Conference are doomed to failure. On the other side
of the picture, 1f the general church fails to provide what
the rank and file desire in the matter of educational
leadership, they will be tempted to turn to other agencles,

and perhaps, other churches, What, then, do the people
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want? This is the focus of the present analysis of the
data supplied by the General Conference lay delegates.

On the critical point of providing liberal arts
training for the church's youth, 65 per cent of the fifty-
four responding laymen approved such action, 15 per cent
were negative, and 20 per cent did not answer. They 1indi-
cated their bellef that the rank and file whom they knew
supported this view, by a ratio of 54 to 19 per cent, with
28 per cent declining to comment.

They divided somewhat on the manner of obtaining this
objective, Sixty-nine per cent felt that a separate liberal
arts college should be founded, with 2l per cent negative,
and 7 per cent failing to answer, Nineteen per cent be-
lieved that the Bible colleges should handle this matter in
their curricula, These lay leaders indicated divergence
from what they believed to be the thinking of the rest of
theilr group. They pointed out that they felt that the
ma jority of the members whom they knew were negative on a
separate liberal arts college by the ratio of 39 to 37 per
cent, with 2} per cent not checking the question. Twenty
per cent of the fifty-four responding laymen believed that
the rank and file wish this training supplied by the Bible
colleges.

Fifty per cent of the lay delegates wished the church

to establish a separate liberal arts college within the next
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five years, 17 per cent believed it should be done within
five to ten years, and five of the fifty-four responding
wished it done "when possible." This total of forty-one ine
dividuals involved in answering this question raised the in-
itial response, on question one, of those in favor of a sep=-
arate liberal arts college by four affirmatives. Presuma-
bly, these four did not answer the first question positively
because they were thinking of the time element,

If a liberal arts college should come to pass, 48
per cent wanted to use one of the present Bible college
campuses., Another 37 per cent desired an entirely new cam=-
pus. Seventeen per cent wanted 1t located near General
Headquarters, while L per cent were negative, and 76 per
cent were open-minded. Seventy per cent of the fifty-four
laymen responding approved a minimum student body of less
than one hundred to three hundred. Fifty-seven per cent
accepted a yearly maximum assessment of one to three dollars
with 22 per cent agreeing to larger amounts. The laymen
would support such a college by the ratio of 87 to 2 per
cent, with 11 per cent not answering.

Twenty-four per cent averred some type of college
tralning. Twenty-five additional names of those who left
the church, after attending non-Pllgrim Holiness colleges,
were given with references to others whose names were not

furnished.
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Letters and remarks on the questionnaires supported
the views expressed above. There were those who favored a
separate liberal arts college, although they indlcated the
problems involved, with speclal stress on finance. There
were those who favored letting the Bible colleges do it.
There was a group who felt that the church could not afford
any such financial venture, and a few who argued that a lib-
eral arts college would handicap the spiritual interests of
the denomination.

To recapitulate, the majority of the fifty-four lay
dele gates wanted the church to do something about supplying
liberal arts tralning for their young people. In this, they
belisved that they were supported by their rank and file
colleagues. The majority wished a separate liberal arts
college founded, with a minority desiring to let the Bible
colleges handle the job., Those wishing a separate liberal
arts institution wanted 1t as soon as it could be done, con-
sidering all the problems involved.

In setting up a liberal arts program, a majority pre-
ferred to convert one of the present Bible colleges. A ma=-
Jority approved a minimum student body of one to three hun-
dred, and an annual assessment of one to three dollars, with
a significant minority willing to pay more. Almost unani-
mously, the laymen would support such a college, demonstrat-

ing firm loyalty to the denomination.






63
IV. ADULT DATA COMPARISONS AND SUMMARY

The value of the data obtalned from the adults was
enhanced when it was recognized that there was healthy disa-
greement among the respondents., If only one view had been
reported, it might be suspected that only one group replied.
Three distinct and separate views were found with genuine
adherents who sald what they thought in no uncertain terms.
One group wished to establish a separate liberal arts col-
lege; another portion wanted the Bible colleges to supply
this training; and a third division did not want the church
to have anything to do with liberal arts.

These views, moreover, were found in about the same
proportion among the superlntendents, ministers, and laymen.
If there had been wide discrepancies in the results from
group to group, further study would have been imperative to
establish the true consensus., This proportionate unanimity
not only applied to the thinking of these leaders as indi-
viduals, but to their beliefs concerning the attitudes of
the rank and file toward the liberal arts problem. This was
all the more valuable inasmuch as the thinking of the adults
of the church was the primary aim of this part of the re-
search, This agreement in dilversity is what gave this par-
ticular poll its strength.

On the critical issue of the church's role in supply-







oL

ing liberal arts training for its youth, there was general
agreement with substantial majorities among the three groups
that this provision must be made by the denomination. 1In
assessing the attitudes of the majority of the members whom
they knew, the leaders felt that they were backed by similar
majorities. If these groups were representative of the
thinking of the adult membership, the church is agreed that
this problem must be met and solved by the denomination in
some satisfactory manner,

If this premise was allowed, the pressing issue to be
faced next was the declision as to how this training should
be provided. Again, the data revealed illuminating atti-
tudes. The majorities of these groups desired a separate
liberal arts college. There was a greater demand for suech
an institution on the part of the lay le aders who had the
largest response in percentage. Pefhaps these members real-
12zed the demand and need for this tralning among their young
people more deeply than the minlsters, who were prone to
think in terms of the professional needs of full-time
Christian workers. To be fair with the ministers, however,
it must be acknowledged that they were in a better position
to understand some of the problems involved.

In surveying the attitudes of the rank and file for a
separate liberal arts college, as assessed by their leaders,

the percentages dropped significantly with the exception of
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the assessments of the superintendents, The adult total
percentages revealed that they believed that [0 per cent of
the followers wished such a college, while 39 per cent were
negative, and 21 per cent did not reply. If those who did
not answer the question should have provided information in
the same ratio, 1t would have shown that the leaders felt
that the laity were divided about fifty-fifty on this point.
It 1s still significant, however, that a majority of the
adults responding favored such a move, and that they felt
they were supported in the proportions named.

It followed, naturally, that the remainder of those
who desired liberal arts training, both leaders and follow=-
ers, wished to see the Bible colleges perform this function.
If these findings were representative of the Pilgrim
Holiness Church, 1t would appear that the task of the
Liberal Arts Commission and General Board is to weigh the
advantages between these two proposals and declde accord-
ingly. Of course, there may be a suitable compromise that
would be acceptable to a majority of the church, providing
it supplied 1liberal arts training in an accreditable manner. -

Since the alternative to a separate liberal arts col-
lege (according to the data) was enlarged liberal arts de-
partments in the Blble colleges, it was significant to note
the answers to question three as they bore on this problem.

Sixty-four per cent of the superintendents, 75 per cent of
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the ministers, and 70 per cent of the laymen wanted the
Bitle colleges to remain strictly Bible colleges with only
the necessary minimum of liberal arts in their curricula,
Fifty-five per cent of the twenty-two superintendents who
replied, 67 per cent of the fifty-one ministers, and 59 per
cent of the fifty-four laymen reported that they believed
that the majority of the members whom they knew felt the
same way. If this demand is to be fulfilled, it seems very
doubtful that the Bible colleges wlll be able to provide the
expanded liberal arts departments as desired by so many.

Of those wanting a separate liberal arts college, the
majority of each group wished i1t established within the next
five years, The remainder felt that it would take from five
to ten years, This poll manifested considerable optimism
that the venture could be successfully launched in the com-
paratively near future.

In the establishment of a proposed liberal arts col-
lege, the three groups were largely open-minded on the loca-
tién. A minority expressed preference for a site near the
General Headquarters in Indiana, The majority simply wished
it situated where it would be best for the church in gen-
eral,

The majority of the three groups replying believed
that such a college should be obtained by converting one of

the present Blble colleges into a liberal arts institution.
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The remainder believed it wise to acquire an entirely new
campus, If the view of the majority prevailed on this
issue, it would help ease the financial educational burden
of the church., It would be easier financially to attempt
the support of five Bible colleges and one liberal arts in-
stitution, than it would be to try to add the latter to the
present educational system.

All three groups were in essential agreement concern-
ing the minimum student body for which a liberal arts col-
lege should be established. The majority felt that it
should be done for a minimum of one to two hundred students.
The next largest group was for a minimum of two to three
hundred enrollment. A minority would do it for less than
one hundred, with about an equal number favoring a student
body of three to four hundred. Probably any minimum be-
tween one and three hundred would be acceptabls.

There was fair agreement on the maximum assessment to
be expected yearly from the membership. The superintend-
ents! and ministers! first choice was for two dollars per
member per year with the laymen breeking even on two and
three dollars. The ministers and laymen gave one dollar as
thelr second choice with the superintendents splitting on
the one and three dollar brackets, The ministers and laymen
indicated their third choice as three dollars. It was sig-

nificant to note that the laymen were more generous in this






68

area than thelr ministers, It would seem that anything from
one to three dollars would be upheld with sufficient promo-

tion. The two dollar figure, however, seemed to merit first

consideration.

There was no question about the loyalty of the re-
spondents. Almost to a man, in each division, they would
support any church-sponsored liberal arts college whether
they favored 1ts establishment or not. This would not be a
sufficient basis upon which to found such an institution,
but it revealed that the church leaders who responded would
be back of any sound solution of the liberal arts need, even
to the extent of initiating a full-fledged liberal arts col-
lege. Perhaps this conclusion was all the more remarkable
when the majority of those polled did not indicate any type
of college attendance themselves.,

The adults listed sixty-nine names of individuals who
left the church after attending non-Pilgrim Holiness col-
leges. Many more were indicated, but there was genuine re-
luctance on the part of some to give names., Perhaps they
felt the information would be misused. There were express-
ions of the belief that many had left the church because of
attendance at colleges not supported by this church.

In conclusion, if the respondents were representa-
tive, the adults of the Pilgrim Holiness Church are whole-
heartedly behind the denomination furnishing liberal arts
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training for its youth. A majority of the leaders wish to
see this higher education supplied by a separate libersal
arts college, with the remalnder preferring enlarged depart-
ments of liberal arts in the Bible colleges. The rank and
file are reported as split about fifty-fifty on a separate
liberal arts college and increasing such departments in the
Bible colleges,

The majority of leaders and followers (if the leaders
assessed their attitudes correctly) insist that the Bible
colleges remain strictly Bibliocentric in their emphasis,
This seems impossible without keeping liberal arts at a min-
imum, How this Bible emphasis can be maintained, while pro-
viding the requisite wide range of liberal arts training
within the Blble college framework as desired by some, re-
mains a mystery. Perhaps it i1s a bit of wishful thinking on
the part of those who wish the Bible colleges to do both
jobs well.,

The majority desiring a separate liberal arts insti-
tution believe it can be done with comparative dispatch--
within the next five years, The remainder are not as opti-
mistic, figuring from five to ten years as necessary.

The location of any proposed liberal arts college
should be decided by what 1s best for the denomination,
according to the polls. The majority favor using one of the

present Bible college locatlions, A sizable minority prefer
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obtaining a new campus,

The majority are willing to start with a minimum stu-
dent body of one to two hundred with anything more very
acceptable, The maximum assessment probably should be no
more than two dollars, although a significant group favor
as much as three,

If the General Board should declde to solve the
liberal arts question by the establishment of such an insti-

tution, it would find almost one hundred per cent support

from 1ts denominational leaders, whether the location
favored their particular districts or not. There is genuine
concern over this problem and its proper solution,

It is fully recognized in these concluding remarks,
that the application of the data results from the respond-
ents to the entire adult membership can be done only with
extreme caution., The data of the samples are applicable to
the extent that they represent the thinking of their re-
spective groups, and as such groups represent the thinking
of the church at large. The conclusions outlined above are
made with due respect to the limitations of sampling, and
are valid only insofar as the samples are representative of
the Pilgrim Holiness Church, It does seem, however, that
the methods used to find the adult thinking of the church on

the liberal arts question have provided data that shouid be

representative of the membership with a reasonable degree of
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acceptability,

V. YOUTH LOSSES TO CHURCH THROUGH
NON-DENOMINAT IONAL COLLEGES

As pointed out in the opening chapter, there 1s a
wldespread belief that the church has suffered losses be-
cause young people have attended non-Pilgrim Holiness
schools. Through such contact, it is believed, they have
become acquainted with other denominations, and the result
has been that many have joined other church groups. Part of
this study was to determine how prevalent this belief 1is.

It is recognized that the mere attendance at some
non-Pilgrim Hollness institution does not insure that this
is the reason, in whole or in part, for the transfer of
church allegiance. Nevertheless, many in the church belleve
that there 1s such a causal relationship.

A total of 111 different names of individuals who
left the church, after attending non-Pllgrim Holiness col-
leges, was given on the questionnaires of all groups. Many
respondents said that they knew others in this category
whose names they did not give for various reasons. In the
remarks there was general agreement that the loss of these
young people was primarily due to attendance at such non-
Pilgrim Holiness colleges.

Further evidence of such causal relationship was to
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be found in some of the comments included in the youth
questionnaires., An example was that of the youth who said:
"No doubt, if the church had had a liberal arts college, I
would still be a Pilgrim. I do not intimate that to be the
only reason I left...." Additional remarks of this nature
were to be found here and there on the questionnaires,

Partial evidence for this viewpoint might be inferred
from the question on denominational preference in Table III
of chapter four. Preference of the Bible college alumni for
the Pilgrim Holiness Church on entering college was 74 per
cent. Today, this same group indicated their preference for
this church at the 8l per cent level, or a gain of 10 per
cent, The same was true of the non-Bible college youth
whose preference rose from 78 to 89 per cent on the same
item. (It should be remembered that 63 per cent of this
latter group attended Bible college, which accounted for
this rise in church preference.,) Evidently, attendance at
the Bible colleges by non-Pilgrim Holiness youth has en-
couraged some of them to join the movement. If thls is true
in respect to the Bible colleges, it 1s possible that it
could be true in reverse 1in some proportion of those Pilgrim
youth who attended non-Pilgrim Holiness colleges,

As to the degree of loss of such youth, there was no
evidence of what the percentage might be. It seems that

there have been enough young people leaving the church under
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these circumstances to warrant it being assumed that there
has been a substantial loss of such youth. The importance
of this factor is further enlarged when it 1s considered
that it included some of the more highly educated young per-
sons. If education assists one to be more useful to his
church and society, the loss entaliled 1s all the more re-
grettable.

Perhaps the status of this question on youth losses
to the Pilgrim Holiness Church through attendance at non-
denominational colleges can be summarized as discovered by
this study. The data supported the fact that those ques-

tioned sincerely believe that such losses have occurred be-

cause Pilgrim youth have gone to these non-denominational

institutions. There was further evidence that quite a num-
ber of young people in this category have joined other
churches., It 1s possible that the positive influence of the
Bible colleges on non-Pilgrim attendants may have had its
negative counterpart on Pilgrim youth in non-denominational
colle ges. These qualified affirmations constitute all that
can be said as the result of the findings of this investiga-
tion.

It is not known whether the young people who left the
church did so because they went to non-denominational col-
leges. Perhaps they would have been lost to the membership

anyway, as they may have been among those whose loyalty was
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not too great. On the other hand, they may have been swayed
largely through the contact with other church groups result-
ing from their attendance at non-Pilgrim colleges. In order
to ascertain the true cause of their defection, it would be
necessary to survey and interview a representative sample of
those who left the church. Even then it might be very dif-

ficult to assess the true reasons for the change.






CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS OF YOUTH QUESTIONNAIRE DATA
INTRODUCTION

In a study of this nature, the thinking of the youth
of the church is of vital Importance., On the one hand, the
entire liberal arts proposal involves what is good for the
young people. On the other hand, the cooperation of this
age group is imperative, if such training is to be provided
under the auspices of the church., Regardless of the ulti-
mate declisions, no intelligent action can ensue without the
careful consideration of the feelings, attitudes, interests,
and needs of the young people.

There seemed to be three groups of thlis age whose
views were lmportant for the problem under discussion. The
first, of course, involved those persons who had attended
the Bible colleges of the church, Representation was de-
sired from each of the six schools of the denomination. If
the information was to be as valuable as possible, replies
had to come from those with recent training., Consequently,
1t was decided to send questionnaires to all the graduates
and transfers of each of the Bible colleges for the years
1954, 1952, and 1950, The sample was further restricted to

those within the United States for whom adequate addresses
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The needed names and addresses were ob-

tained from the presidents of the institutions concerned,

and included the following:

25 out of 26 from Colorado Springs Bible College,

65 out of

69 from Eastern Bible College.

58 out of 106 from Frankfort Pilgrim College.
47 out of 78 from Owosso Bible College.

22 out of 24 from Pilgrim Bible College.
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