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ABSTRACT

THE EMANCIPATION OF A RACE
BEING AN ACCOUNT OF THE CAREER AND IDEAS OF
MARCUS MOSIAH GARVEY, TOGETHER WITH AN
EXAMINATION OF DIVERS IDEOLOGICAL

AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUGGLES IN
WHICH HE BECAME INVOLVED

By

Anthony Claude Martin

Marcus Mosiah Garvey (1887-1940) occupies a cen-
tral position in Black History as the organizer of the
largest black nationalist movement ever. The present
study examines his ideas and career as it unfolded in the
West Indies, the United States, Europe and elsewhere.

Examination of Garvey's ideas occupies the first
portion of the study after a biographical introduction.
Garvey's ideas centered around the principle that race
was the primary consideration affecting the destinies of
black people. They would therefore have to be emancipated
on the basis of a platform of "race first." Race first
meant striving for an independent black nation in Africa
where black people could work out their own destinies free

from oppressive rule by alien races. It meant also that
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black people would have to be economically self-reliant.
Religion, history, art, and every other aspect of the
black experience would have to be vigorously infused with
a black oriented point of view. And all of this would be
facilitated by the possession of communications media
under the control of the organization (the Universal
Negro Improvement Association).

The study shows that Garvey's powerful position
in the United States and the world brought him into con-
flict with the most powerful governments in the world,
together with such disparate groups as the N.A.A.C.P. and
the Communist International. Governments saw Garvey as a
threat to stability among their black populations. Rival
organizations saw Garvey as an ideological challenge to
the methods they were proposing to eradicate the oppres-
sion of black.people.

Against all these powerful forces Garvey was able
to prevail until his imprisonment in and deportation from
the United States slowly loosened his grip on the black

masses in America and elsewhere.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION: MARCUS MOSIAH GARVEY, 1887-1940

What do I care about death in the cause of the
redemption of Africa? . . . I could die anywhere in
the cause of liberty: A real man dies but once; a
coward dies a thousand times before his real death.
So we want you to realize that life is not worth its
salt except you can live it for some purpose. And
the noblest purpose for which to live is the emanci-
pation of a race and the emancipation of posterity.

-- Marcus Garvey1

History records that slaves--by virtue of their
experiences and the knowledge gained in captivity in
strange lands--have eventually become Masters of them-
selves, and in time enslaved others. Let us there-
fore use adversity as others have done. Take
advantage of every opportunity; where there is none,
make it for yourself, and let history record that as
we toiled laboriously and courageously, we worked to
live gloriously.

-- Marcus Garvey2

Marcus Mosiah Garvey was born in St. Ann's Bay,

Jamaica, on August 17, 1887. His childhood was deeply

rooted in the peasant environment which largely surrounded

He once described an uncle, for whom he sometimes

worked, as a sharecropper. His own parents also engaged in

small-scale peasant farming. Garvey's was not a typical

peasant experience, however. His father, a descendant of

1



the Maroons, Jamaica's African ex-slaves who successfully
defied the slave regime, was also a skilled tradesman, a
stonemason. Garvey's background further distinguished him
from the typical peasant in that it included voluminous
reading from an early age. For his father was possessed
of a library among whose volumes Garvey developed an early
taste for reading.

His childhood was characterized by an adequate
elementary education supplemented by private tutors and
Sunday school. For a time he pumped the organ for his
local Wesleyan church. His leadership ability seems to
have manifested itself from the very beginning, for his
physical prowess gave him a position of eminence among his
peers. This situation brought about his first encounter
with the legal entanglements which were to plague his whole
career. For on one occasion a group of children led by him-
self were apprehended and brought before juvenile court for
stoning the windows of a church and school. A fine of one
pound was placed upon young Garvey. This his father refused
to pay and he was rescued from the reformatory by the
efforts of his mother.3 Because of this incident Garvey
henceforth harbored a deep animosity towards his father
which was not lifted until twenty-four hours before his
father's death in 1920.

At the age of fourteen Garvey left school and

became apprenticed to a local printer. Two years later, in



1903, he moved to Kingston, Jamaica's capital city, where
he obtained work as a printer. By the time he was eighteen
he had achieved what he later described as "an excellent
position as manager of a large printing establishment."”
Participation in a strike, during which he consented to
lead the workers despite assurances of favor from manage-
ment, cost him his job. He then obtained new employment
with the government printery.

In Kingston Garvey quickly immersed himself in the
intellectual and political life of the city. He made a
systematic study of elocution, studying the style of preach-
ers who impressed him and taking elocution lessons from
Dr. J. Robert Love, pioneer black nationalist figure and
sometime member of Jamaica's legislative council. Garvey's
love for elocution and debating brought him third place in
an island-wide oratorical contest in 1910. He was also
active in organizing debating contests in West Kingston and
elsewhere.

By 1909 Garvey's political involvement had brought
him into the National Club organized by a lawyer and legis-
lative council member, Sandy Cox. Garvey was elected one
of the assistant secretaries of this club, which sought to
combat privilege and the evils of British colonialism on
the island. It was about this time too (1910) that Garvey
established the first of the many publishing ventures he

was to own, the tri-weekly Garvey's Watchman.
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In 1910 Garvey embarked on the first of his many
wanderings in foreign lands. Costa Rica was his first
destination. There he worked for a while as a time-keeper
on a United Fruit Company banana plantation, as a laborer
on the pier at the capital, Port Limon, edited a paper,

La Nacién, harassed the British consul concerning his non-

protection of the many British West Indian laborers work-
ing in Costa Rica, was arrested for urging workers to fight
for better conditions, and was eventually expelled from the
country (or left to escape the authorities).4
By now Garvey was clearly a man with a mission and
pointed irrevocably towards his life's work, the formidable
task which he set himself, of emancipating a race. He con-
tinued, for the next year or so, to wander through Latin
America, going to such places as Panama and Ecuador where
West Indian workers had migrated in large numbers in search
of work. He observed the universal degradation of the black
race, worked intermittently to finance his travels, started
another small paper in Coldén, Panama, and agitated among
black workers. A black worker in Colén at the time remembers
meeting Garvey round about 1912 as he addressed the Colén
Federal Workers Union, made up mostly of black workers.5
There is a possibility that Garvey may have stopped briefly,
perhaps in transit at a seaport, somewhere in the United
6

States during this period.

From Central America Garvey returned briefly to



Jamaica and by the autumn of 1912, undeterred by a lack of
money, he was in England, where his only surviving sister,
Indiana, was working as a governess. In England he
indulged his love of public speaking at Hyde Park's Speak-
ers' Corner, was a regular visitor to the visitors' gallery

of the House of Commons, and worked for the Africa Times

and Orient Review, the foremost Pan-African journal of the

day. At the offices of this publication, which was edited
by the Egyptian-Sudanese Pan-Africanist Duse Mohamed Ali,
Garvey wrapped magazines, carried them to the post and
express offices, wrote at least one article, and generally
made himself useful in exchange for a small wage.7 He
found the time to travel widely through England, Scotland
and Europe and one authority who knew him well has made an
unsubstantiated claim that he made it to North Africa.8
Garvey said later that he attended some lectures in law at
Birkbeck College of the University of London.

By July 1913 Garvey was, not surprisingly, almost

destitute and applied for government assistance. Possibly

because of his job at the Africa Times and Orient Review,

however, (his article for the magazine was published in

the October issue), he was able to eke out an existence for
almost another year. By May of 1914, however, by which time
he was probably again without employment, the Anti-slavery
and Aborigines Protection Society intervened on his behalf,

despatching him to the Colonial Office with an offer of a






contribution from the society if the Colonial Office would
put up some of the money to repatriate him to Jamaica.
Early in June the society informed the Colonial Office that
Garvey was now "endeavouring to raise a fund to meet
passage money" and offered to match equally any amount prof-
fered by the Colonial Office. Garvey managed to do without
the largesse of these two agencies, however. He succeeded
in raising his fare home and left England on June 17, 1914.
This, Garvey's first sojourn in England, was of
great importance to his career. The workings of British
democracy made a lasting impression on him and, like later
generations of visitors from the colonized world to the
metropolis, he noted the contrast to the autocracy which
the very same colonizers maintained in their tropical
dependencies. He was often to call, in the years to come,
for an extension of "British justice" to the colonies,
Jamaica in particular. England gave him an opportunity,
too, to enhance his already wide knowledge of the worldwide
sufferings of the African race. In the pages of the Africa

Times and Orient Review there appeared regularly articles

by and about such leading figures from the four corners of
the African universe as Booker T. Washington, Edward Wilmot
Blyden, John Edward Bruce, W. E. B. DuBois. and William
Ferris, to name but a few. Some of these would before long
be his associates in the United States. Many Africans,

West Indians and other black people also visited the offices



of the journal. And the fact that the journal combined a
Pan-African outlook with wide coverage of middle and far
eastern nationalist struggles and indeed all anti-colonial
struggles, contributed further to Garvey's growth and
influenced his future outlook. In his travels through
England and Scotland, too, Garvey had an opportunity to
meet and observe the conditions, often very severe,
afflicting African, West Indian and other seamen and
students of color.

Garvey arrived back in Jamaica on July 15, 1914,
his head bristling with ideas on making a living and found-
ing a racial movement. To secure the former he tried sell-
ing greeting and condolence cards and "monumental tomb-

stones."10

To secure the latter he formed, five days after
his arrival, the Universal Negro Improvement and Conserva-
tion Association and African Communities (Imperial) League.
The title bore testimony to the enlarged vision brought
about by his travels and the fear, which he never relin-
quished, that weak races were doomed to slavery and possibly
extinction. 1In this regard he wrote, soon afterwards,

For the last ten years I have given my time to the
study of the condition of the Negro, here, there, and
everywhere, and I have come to realize that he is still
the object of degradation and pity the world over, in
the sense that he has no status socially, nationally,
or commercially (with a modicum of exception in the
United States of America). . . .1

Garvey became president and travelling commissioner

of the new organization and Amy Ashwood, whom he had met at
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the weekly meeting of the East Queen St. Baptist Literary
and Debating Society, became its secretary. The associa-
tion was formed on their second meeting.lz A few days
later an inaugural meeting took place at the Collegiate
Hall, Kingston, presided over by the mayor of Kingston.13
Recruiting was slow, even though Garvey worked tirelessly
and succeeded in establishing himself in the minds of many
as an agitator and a nuisance. During the first year or

so Garvey entered into correspondence with Booker T.

Washington, whose autobiography Up From Slavery had been a

great inspiration, and extended a "hearty welcome" to
W. E. B. DuBois on his visit to Jamaica. He also busied
himself trying to organize an industrial and agricultural
institute along the lines of Washington's Tuskegee. Oppo-
sition to his movement was widespread from "respectable
Negroes" who had not yet learnt to love their blackness.
As Garvey wrote later, "I had to decide whether to please
my friends and be one of the 'black-whites' of Jamaica, and
be reasonably prosperous, or come out openly, and defend
and help improve and protect the integrity of the black
millions, and suffer."14
After about a year the organization could boast of

only about a hundred members.15

Up to this time its acti-
vities were largely confined to Kingston. In November 1915,
however, its first public meeting outside Kingston was held,

in Garvey's hometown of St. Ann's Bay. The Jamaica Times
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reported, "right merrily did the people of the town turn out
to listen to their fellow townsman."16 Garvey had planned
to undertake a fund-raising lecture tour in the United
States beginning this very month, having received an assur-
ance of support from Booker T. Washington. But the latter's
death caused him to postpone his trip until 1916. In the
meantime he held memorial meetings to honor Washington's
memory.

Garvey arrived in New York on March 23, 1916 for a
lecture tour which he thought would last five months and
would be confined to race audiences mostly in the South. He
arranged for his mail to be delivered to an address in
Jamaica during his absence and let it be known wherever he
went in America that he was raising funds for an industrial
institute to be established in Jamaica.

Garvey's advent into the United States did not find
him as much a stranger to conditions there as some are led
to believe. For one thing his wide reading on racial matters
had obviously included the race in North America. (If he

read nothing else but the Africa Times and Orient Review he

would have received a tolerably good introduction to race
relations in the United States). More than this, though,
Garvey's visit to the United States came in the midst of a
large-scale migration of West Indians to that country. By
the time of Garvey's early years in the United States, West

Indians already formed a substantial part of the population

e . 00 —eeesmusnE
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of Harlem, there were West Indian migrant laborers in such
places as Florida and South Carolina, the student bodies of
such schools as Tuskegee and Howard had their fair share of
West Indians, some West Indians had enlisted in black United
States regiments and gotten themselves killed during the
Great War, and professional and businessmen from the islands
were a common phenomenon in many Afro-American communities.
One islander, Cyril Briggs, was even editor of the New York

Amsterdam News. The to-ing and fro-ing of persons and ideas

generated by this migration meant that adapting to the United
States was probably not too much more of a problem for West
Indians than adapting to the North was for Southern Afro-
Americans whose great migration was proceeding at the same
time. This unity of Afro-American and West Indian history
was particularly well illustrated in Garvey's case. Before
he even arrived in the United States in 1916 he had already
corresponded with Booker T. Washington, welcomed W. E. B.
DuBois to Jamaica, and spoken with Robert Russa Moton,
Washington's successor at Tuskegee.

By March 1916 Garvey's sense of mission, his convic-
tion that he had been called upon by extraterrestrial forces
to emancipate his race, had developed to an uncanny degree.
Shortly before leaving Jamaica he had written, in a letter
to Moton, "I am now talking with you as a man with a mission
from the High God." Even though he still thought that

Jamaica would be the main field of his exertions, he had
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11

nevertheless already mapped out the course which he was to
follow over the next few years. He wrote in the same letter,
I have many large schemes on my mind for the
advancement of my people that I cannot expose at the
present to the public as in such a case my hope of
immediate success would be defeated, as my enemies are
so many and they are ever anxious to misrepresent me.
I have firstly to found a press of our own and to get

some working [start?] so as to demonstrate my true
intentions.l7

Once in the United States, Garvey found lodgings
with a Jamaican family in Harlem, came down with pneumonia,
obtained work as a printer, and saved enough to start out on
his fund-raising tour through the states. He gave his ad-
dress at this time as 53 W. 140 Street in Harlem.18 By June
he was lecturing in Boston and by November, demonstrating
again the amazing mobility which had characterized his Central
American and European visits, he had already visited, among
other places, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Pittsburg,
Baltimore, Washington, D. C. and Chicago. He had also met a
goodly number of prominent national and local Afro-American
leaders. Among these was John Edward Bruce, whom he called
"a true Negro," a man for whom he had "the strongest regard,"
a Dr. R. R. Wright, Jr., Dr. Parks, vice president of the
Baptist Union, Dr. Triley of the Methodist Episcopal church
of Philadelphia, Rev. J. C. Anderson whom he described only
as being "of Quinn Chapel," Mrs. Ida Wells-Barnett of anti-
lynching fame, magazine editor Fenton Johnson and William H.

Ferris.l9 Bruce, Emmett J. Scott of Tuskegee and Ida Wells-
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Barnhett were among those who provided him with introductions
to the many prominent persons he met. Bruce had been an

agent for and a regular contributor to the Africa Times and

Orient Review. Ferris had once written an article for the

same magazine in which he praised Garvey's October 1913
article, which had appeared a few months before his.20
Ferris was later to edit Garvey's weekly Negro World from
1920 to 1923 and to hold a variety of high offices within
the U.N.I.A. Bruce, after an initial period of skepticism,

became a regular contributor to and member of the editorial

boards of both the Negro World and Garvey's Daily Negro Times.

To his death in 1924 he remained the staunchest of Garvey's
supporters among the Afro-American intelligentsia.

Garvey's whirlwind tour took him through thirty-
eight states and lasted about a year. He returned at the end
of it to New York, where he established a temporary base.
Harlem, still only recently converted into the black section
of New York, was already the veritable capital of the black
world. 1Its population, composed in the vast majority of
Southern and West Indian-born immigrants, was possessed of a
rare vitality, containing as it did, a high proportion of
radicals of all types and a large number of the greatest
practitioners the race has produced of such creative arts as
literature, drama, photography and more. Race uplift groups
of all kinds abounded and the main thoroughfare, Lenox Avenue,

was a favorite haunt of soap-box orators.
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Harlem, however, was but a microcosm of the black
world of the World War I period. The subjugation of Africa
by European imperialism was still a fresh memory. In many
parts of that continent colonial rule was still less than
two decades o0ld. 1In response to this an infinite number of
nationalist and Pan-Africanist organizations had come into
being in Africa, Europe, North America, the West Indies,
Central and South America--everywhere that African people
lived, and all looking towards the restoration of African
independence. Apart from the African question, black com-
munities everywhere had local problems of their own. In the
United States it was lynching, the resurgence of the Ku Klux
Klan, race riots, jim crow in the armed forces and everywhere
else, and more. In Haiti it was the excesses of United
States military rule. 1In Central America and Cuba it was
the mistreatment of migrant West Indian labor. In England
it was race riots and the non-employment of black people
except in wartime. Practically everywhere else it was Euro-
pean colonialism. With the exception of Ethiopia, and to
some extent Liberia, the black man was everywhere in a state
of non-independence. Garvey, in his involvement in the
printers' strike, in his participation in Jamaica's National
Club, in his agitation among black workers in Central
America, in his travels in Europe, and in his formation of
the U.N.I.A. (the "Conservation" had dropped out of the

title along the way) had long embodied the spirit of black

T .
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14

protest which characterized the age. It was inevitable,
therefore, that he should be tempted by Harlem, the most
highly-politicized black community in the world.

Garvey moved onto the center of the Harlem stage
with all the ease and self-confidence of the man with a mis-
sion. He visited W. E. B. DuBois at one of the N.A.A.C.P.'s
offices on the white (downtown) side of New York's Manhattan
and came away implacably opposed to the near total absence
of black faces therein contained. DuBois seems to have done
nothing to soothe his disgust. In Harlem meanwhile he took
to the streets, joined the soap-box and step ladder orators,
and formed political alliances with such prominent Harlem
radicals as the Socialists A. Philip Randolph and Chandler
Owen (soon to begin publication of their Messenger magazine)
and Hubert Harrison, one-time Socialist and a leading Harlem
intellectual. Someone who knew Garvey at this time recalled
that he "could throw his voice around three corners without
batting an eyelash."21

On June 12, 1917, Garvey was invited by Harrison to
address a mass meeting attended by two thousand held at the
Bethel A. M. E. Church for the purpose of organizing
Harrison's Liberty League.22 Garvey himself had held a not
too successful meeting not long before this, in the course
of which he fell off the platform. The Liberty League
meeting was a windfall, however, for he was a tremendous

success. Shortly before, or perhaps shortly after Harrison's
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meeting, Garvey began to hold weekly meetings of his own
every Sunday at 3 p.m. They were held in Harlem's Lafayette
Hall, at 131st Street and Lenox Avenue. The meetings were
slated to continue until October 1917 and Garvey was still
being billed as head of the U.N.I.A. and A.C.L. of Jamaica.
At one of these Sunday meetings on July 8, less than a month
after the Liberty League gathering, Chandler Owen presided
and Garvey's address was devoted to a denunciation of the

23 The first New

"Conspiracy of the East St. Louis Riots."
York branch of the U.N.I.A. may already have been formed by
this time, for the association's address was given as 235 W.
131st Street. The subject of this lecture shows that Garvey
had once again demonstrated the propensity, as in Costa Rica
and Panama, of quickly becoming embroiled in the purely local
issues of wherever he happened to be.

Garvey's first U.N.I.A. branch in New York, as well
as a second attempted early in 1918, were both envisaged as
being auxiliary to the Jamaica headquarters. Garvey himself,
as president of the Jamaica division, did not hold office in
them. Both efforts were disrupted by attempts by Socialists
and Republicans to turn them into political clubs. On a
third attempt based on the wishes of a nucleus of thirteen
members, Garvey consented to become president of the New
York branch, thus concretizing a decision which he had in all
likelihood already contemplated, namely to cast down his

24 With this move New York

bucket in the United States.
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supplanted Kingston, Jamaica as U.N.I.A. headquarters. A
schism developed in this new attempt, too, but Garvey
weathered the storm. The association's meeting place had
meanwhile moved from the Lafayette Hall to the Palace Casino
where it remained for most of 1918.

Once the decision to remain in the United States had
been made, Garvey moved on with renewed vigor. The U.N.I.A.
was incorporated under the laws of New York on July 2, 1918.
On July 31 the African Communities League was incorporated

. . 25
as a business corporation.

About a month later the Negro
World appeared, destined to become the most widely circulated
of race papers and the bane of European colonialists in
Africa, the West Indies and elsewhere. It was initially
edited free by Garvey. The earliest issues were distributed
free by being pushed under peoples' doors in the early hours.
Garvey himself participated in these early efforts at distri-
bution.

During the year Garvey embarked on his first fund
raising tour outside of New York after moving the U.N.I.A.
headquarters. His first stop was Detroit, where he was hit
in the head by a stone thrown by a heckler. On his return
to New York his secretary Amy Ashwood, who had accompanied
him, was summoned to the District Attorney's office a total,
she wrote later, of seventeen times. The authorities, it
seems, suspected Garvey of raising funds for a non-existent

"Back-to-Africa" enterprise.26 This was not the first
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indication of police interest in Garvey. His speech in 1917
on the East St. Louis riots had been attended by an assort-
ment of persons he identified as police and secret service
men.

By November 11, 1918 the New York Times could report

a meeting of 5,000 persons presided over by Garvey at the
Palace Casino. The meeting celebrated the end of World War

I by calling on the allied powers to hand over the ex-German
colonies in Africa to black rule. Several persons were
nominated at the meeting to lobby on behalf of the U.N.I.A.
at the up-coming Paris Peace Conference. Among them were A.
Philip Randolph and l1da Wells-Barnett. The U.N.I.A. eventu-
ally despatched a Haitian as High Commissioner to lobby
during the conference due at least in part, no doubt, to the
fact that Afro-Americans with few exceptions, were being
denied passports to France by the United States government.
(One month later Mrs. Wells-Barnett received a similar honor
from the Democracy Congress of the National Equal Rights
League led by William Monroe Trotter. She was denied a pass-
port by the United States government).27 Shortly after the
November meeting Mrs. Wells-Barnett addressed a U.N.I.A.
meeting in New York. On this occasion, however, she annoyed
Garvey by advising both him and his audience against the idea
of a return to Africa and the establishment of what was sub-
sequently to become the Black Star Line. Like most people

who saw Garvey in action, she later testified to the
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remarkable sway which he exercised over his audience.28

By 1919 Garvey was already firmly established as one
of Harlem's most important radical figures. And it was
during this year that the fame of him spread all over the
globe. Before the year had ended he would be regularly dis-
cussed in the press and in governmental circles in Europe,
Africa, the West Indies and elsewhere. Before the year had
ended, too, he would come under increased scrutiny from a
variety of law enforcement authorities in the United States.

In March of 1919 at another large meeting at the
Palace Casino, this time presided over by Chandler Owen,
Garvey claimed that DuBois had humbugged the activities of
his High Commissioner in France.29 (DuBois' own Pan-African
Conference, held in February, had been widely mistaken in
Europe for being a Garveyite gathering). The desire for an
Afro-American lobby at the Paris Peace Conference was also
responsible for bringing together a group of Harlem radicals
and other prominent race-conscious individuals at the home
of wealthy but race-conscious Madame C. J. Walker. Garvey
was among those present at this meeting, out of which grew
the short-lived International League of Darker Peoples.30

In June of this year Garvey incorporated his Black
Star Line, its purpose being to place ships on the seas
which would link up black communities worldwide by trade and
also facilitate the movement of black persons free from the

discriminations meted out on the ships of white nations.
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The Yarmouth, the line's first ship, made its maiden voyage
later the same year. It was in connection with this shipping
company that Garvey was harassed, both before and after its
incorporation, by District Attorney Edwin P. Kilroe of New
York, culminating in rash statements by Garvey, a libel suit
by Kilroe and a Garvey retraction.

By the time of the Black Star Line's incorporation,
Garvey claimed later, the U.N.I.A. had about thirty branches

and over 2,000,000 members.31

This figure apparently in-
cluded sympathizers as well as members in any strict sense,
but the spread of his ideas by this time could not be gain-
said. As early as 1918 the Negro World had been reaching
places as far as Panama and throughout 1919 Garveyites were
blamed by colonial authorities for anti-white riots in
Jamaica, Trinidad and British Honduras, among other places.
The British government included Garvey in an undercover study
on black radicals. In America, too, both J. Edgar Hoover of
the Justice Department and Attorney-General A. Mitchell
Palmer investigated Garvey, as did the Lusk Committee of the
New York state legislature for its report into seditious
activities published in 1920.

In October of this year Garvey, fast approaching the
peak of his career, had his closest escape from an untimely
death. Several shots were fired at him by one George Tyler,

two of which found their mark. The wounds were minor, how-

ever. Tyler died mysteriously, supposedly jumping to his
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death from the cell where he was awaiting an appearance in
court. It was widely suspected that he planned to implicate
persons unknown in his assassination attempt. A little over
two months after this attempt on his life, on Christmas Day
1919, Garvey was married during a lavish spectacle at Liberty
Hall, now the U.N.I.A.'s own meeting place. His bride was
Amy Ashwood, whom he had met shortly after returning to
Jamaica in 1914. She had been U.N.I.A. secretary from its
inception. In 1916 she had left Jamaica for Panama but had
become reunited with Garvey in the spring of 1918 when she
moved to the United States. The marriage was over by early
1920, the couple having parted company amidst a welter of
accusations and counter-accusations concerning infidelity,
financial misdealings and political strategies.

1920 witnessed the First International Convention of
the Negro Peoples of the World, organized by Garvey, and
lasting from August lst to 31lst. At the opening session at
Madison Square Garden an overflow crowd of 25,000 filled the
arena and spilled out into the streets around. The other
sessions took place in Liberty Hall in Harlem. Delegates
attended from every nook and cranny of the black world. A
Declaration of Rights of the Negro Peoples of the World was
adopted. This declaration listed the main grievances of the
race, and demanded their resolution. Notice was served on
European colonialists that the black man had an "inherent

right . . . to possess himself of Africa" regardless of the



: & jeer
L ~
£.a.7s €O any

the capitaline

revdaacs
hty

cler disIrio

1 +he colnr

e

satiamyt bt oo
aatitna, oLl

inler wag al:

teremcnial

-..,_:e~.‘ <
FeCll
Do va
<

e
L "‘:
-
Yal3wmyg
i..lZed Beal
<3



21

claims of any other race or nation. Demands were made for
the capitalization of the "N" in Negro, for black history in
schools, for an end to lynching and for an end to sundry
other discriminations. The red, black and green were adopted
as the colors of the race, August 31 was proclaimed an inter-
national holiday for black people and a Universal Ethiopian
Anthem was adopted. During the course of the convention
Garvey was elected President-General of the U.N.I.A. and
Provisional President of Africa. The Mayor of Monrovia,
Liberia, Gabriel Johnson, was elected Supreme Potentate, or
ceremonial leader. Several other persons were elected
leaders of various parts of the black world.

1920 also saw the birth of the U.N.I.A.'s Negro
Factories Corporation which, over the next two or three
years, managed a number of U.N.I.A. businesses including
launderies, restaurants, a doll factory, tailoring and mil-
linery establishments and a printing press. Some of these
ventures had been in operation since 1918, for Ida Wells-
Barnett reported having been shown a U.N.I.A. restaurant and
some unspecified smaller undertakings by Garvey in that year.

By 1921 Garvey was unquestionably the leader of the
largest organization of its type in the history of the race.
The vast majority of U.N.I.A. branches existed in the United
States, the West Indies and Central America, but formally

organized branches or groups of adherents to his philosophy

could be found then, and in the years that followed,
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everywhere else that black people lived. In Canada, for
example, there were branches on the west coast, in Nova
Scotia, Montreal, Toronto and other areas. In Africa there
were branches in several areas, including Liberia, Nigeria
and South Africa. 1In Kenya nationalists such as Harry Thuku
and Jomo Kenyatta were corresponding with him and/or care-
fully reading his pronouncements. Branches appeared in
England, even in Australia. Garvey had succeeded, like no
one else, in gathering up the worldwide feelings of dismay
at the loss of independence and defiance against colonialism
and oppression, which characterized the "New Negro" spirit
of the age. And not only had he gathered up this spirit,
but he had remarkably been able to channel it into a single
massive organization.

By early this year, he was lamenting the fact that
only four million persons had so far answered the call of
the U.N.I.A. and he announced a total of seven hundred

branches scattered over the world.32

In October the Negro
World announced eight hundred branches, four hundred and
eighty of them chartered. There is no reason to doubt the
number of branches, though concerning the figures for actual
membership Garvey once explained, "We nominally count mil-
lions of members of this association as those who have at
some time or other possessed a disposition to help put over
the progra.m."33

Garvey's unparalleled success had the effect of
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arraying against him the most powerful conglomeration of
hostile forces ever to confront a race leader. The United
States government was against him because they considered

all black radicals subversive; the British and other European
colonialist governments were against him because he was a
threat to the stability of their African colonies; the Com-
munists were against him because he successfully kept black
workers out of their grasp and because he had no time for

any talk about white workers being the best friends of black
workers; the N.A.A.C.P., and other integrationist organiza-
tions in the United States were bitterly against him because
he argued that white segregationists were the true spokesmen
for white America and because he in turn advocated black
separatism, preferably by founding a strong government in
Africa and reclaiming it as the black man's country, much as
white segregationists proclaimed the United States a white
man's country. His organization also had to contend with un-
scrupulous opportunists who were not above sabotaging its
workings fqr personal gain.

In 1921 opposition from all these forces escalated
to a remarkable extent. First the United States government,
through the instrumentality of the State Department almost
succeeded in dealing a near death blow to the organization
by an attempt to prevent Garvey from re-entering the country
after a short trip to the Caribbean area. Garvey's one

month trip to promote the Black Star Line turned into a five
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month game of international hide and seek as United States
consuls in the area, under the direction of Secretary of
State Charles Evans Hughes, stolidly refused to visé his
passport for re-entry into the United States. He managed to
make it back, however, after being briefly detained at New
Orleans, barely in time for his Second International Conven-
tion. At this convention the Communists, spearheaded by
their black auxiliary, the African Blood Brotherhood, made a
bid to capture his following. This attempt was foiled.
Meanwhile the N.A.A.C.P., through its major black spokesman,
W. E. B. DuBois, was steadily increasing its campaign of
attacks in its organ the Crisis, and elsewhere, against
Garvey. The black Socialists, too, had begun to criticize
Garvey, and the British authorities were busy pursuing the
policy they had begun in 1919, of banning the Negro World,
prohibiting U.N.I.A. officials from entering their colonies,
and generally doing whatever they could to thwart the spread
of Garvey's influence.

Finally on January 12, 1922 Garvey was arrested for
alleged mail fraud in the promotion of stock for the Black
Star Line, which had by now run into difficulties. This was
a signal for redoubled efforts on the part of his enemies.
From then up to and beyond his trial in 1923, articles flew
thick and fast from the N.A.A.C.P.'s Crisis, from the black
Socialist Messenger, and from the integrationist black press,

presuming his guilt and calling for his arrest and
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deportation. These efforts became even more hysterical when,
in June 1922, Garvey held a summit conference with the Ku
Klux Klan in Atlanta, Georgia. A coalition of integration-
ists shortly thereafter took to the streets of the United
States and Canada in the notorious "Marcus Garvey Must Go!!!"
campaign. Their expressed intention was to bring about the
removal of Garvey and the complete "extirpation" of his
movement. The high point of their efforts was reached when
in January 1923 they joined hands with the United States
government in its attempts to be rid of Garvey. In a well-
known letter signed by eight integrationists from, among
other places, the N.A.A.C.P., Urban League, the Socialist
Messenger magazine and Chicago Defender, the Attorney-General
of the United States was called upon to speed up the govern-
ment's case against Garvey and get rid of his movement. The
government responded enthusiastically to this integrationist
support.

Despite all this, the U.N.I.A. managed to push ahead.

The Daily Negro Times appeared in 1922 and a Blackman maga-

zine was projected, but did not in fact appear until much
later. Garvey's second marriage took place during this year,
to his private secretary Amy Jacques.

Garvey announced his intention to tour the world,
including Africa, in 1923. This tour did not materialize,
but the threat was enough to cause much anxiety and agitation

in the British Colonial Office. Despatches flew back and
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forth between the British representative in Washington, the
Colonial Office in London and British governors in Africa
and elsewhere. Their general consensus was that Garvey
should be prevented from landing in British colonies. Some
areas even drafted special legislation prohibiting entry to
certain types of people, to be used when Garvey appeared.

1923, however, was the year of his conviction on the
mail fraud charges. On insubstantial evidence he was sen-
tenced to the maximum five years in jail, in addition to a
fine of $1,000 and ordered to pay the costs of the trial.
There followed three months in the New York Tombs prison
without bail, before he was released pending appeal. Despite
these personal setbacks the organization continued to grow.
Garvey was now claiming a 6,000,000 membership and nine hun-
dred branches. Five hundred of the branches and a little
less than half the memberships were said to be in the United
States.34

1924 was Garvey's last full year as a free man in
the United States. During this year the remarkable faith
which his followers placed in him was again demonstrated
when they subscribed enough to launch a new steamship line,
the Black Cross Navigation and Trading Company. During this
year the U.N.I.A., officially declared that God is black be-
cause, they arqued, God is a spirit but for purposes of

conceptualization must reflect the image of the beholder.

Hence God for black beholders must be black. 1924, too, was
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the year of the blocking of Garvey's intention to set up a
base in Liberia. The sudden announcement by the Liberian
government led to a loss of $50,000 worth of U.N.I.A. cargo
which was already en route to Liberia, plus the repatriation,
at U.N.I.A. expense, of several pioneer families and U.N.I.A.
officials who were on their way to Liberia at the time of
the announcement. During this year the U.N.I.A. launched
its Negro Political Union designed to bring its voting
strength to bear on American and other elections by endorsing
candidates based on their record of dealings with the race,
and irrespective of party affiliations. DuBois, fretting at
Garvey's continued freedom pending his appeal, denounced
Garvey during this year as "the most dangerous enemy of the
Negro race in America and in the world."

In February of 1925 Garvey's appeal was turned down
and he entered the federal penetentiary at Atlanta. What
his enemies hoped to obtain through his imprisonment did come
to pass. Schisms appeared in the American movement resulting,
by 1926, in a splinter in the New York branch, the largest of
all (estimated at 35,000 members at one time). These strains
occasioned by Garvey's departure were still relatively minor.
For Garvey, even from jail, managed to maintain some control,
appointing and dismissing officers, and conferring often with
his aides. At an extraordinary conference in Detroit in 1926
the Secretary-General, G. Emonei Carter, reported 814

"domestic" branches, 215 "foreign" and 91 "new" ones (whether
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foreign or domestic not specified), a grand total of 1,120.
There were twenty-five pending applications for charters.35

Meanwhile the clamor for Garvey's release mounted.
Thousands of petitions, telegrams and the like bearing huge
numbers of signatures poured into various United States
government departments from all over the world. Delegations
went to Washington to meet the Pardon Attorney and other of-
ficials. Massive parades were held in Harlem, led by an
open car bearing Garvey's ceremonial robes and a large por-
trait of the incarcerated leader. At one demonstration an
estimated 150,000 people marched and jammed the sidewalks.
Many prominent persons, including some who had campaigned
for Garvey's imprisonment, now joined their voices to the
chorus for his release. The government, bewildered by the
depth of feeling shown for someone they liked to characterize
as a crook, and viewing with apprehension the upcoming elec-
tion year, decided to commute his sentence, but with depor-
tation. Garvey's lawyer, sensing the illegality of
deportation, fought but did not succeed in keeping Garvey in
the country.

When news of the commutation became known late in
November 1927, large numbers of dormant U.N.I.A. members
paid up their dues and became active again in anticipation
of Garvey's reappearance. He was, however, spirited away to
New Orleans by the authorities and deported from there.

Five thousand loyal followers nevertheless were on hand to
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listen to his farewell address from the deck of the vessel
taking him to the West Indies. They stood in the rain and
sang the U.N.I.A. hymn, "God Bless Our President" as the
ship pulled away, bearing their leader from the scene of his
greatest triumphs, never to set foot in the United States
again.36

When the ship stopped in Panama Garvey was greeted
by a delegation from the local U.N.I.A. and in Jamaica, where
he arrived on December 10, he was given a hero's welcome as
some of the largest crowds in the island's history turned
out to greet him,

None dismayed by his deportation, Garvey set about
making the most of his adversity. In 1928 he visited England,
presented a renewed petition to the League of Nations and
visited Canada, where he was briefly arrested and silenced
after a United States consul complained that he was making
speeches in favor of the Democratic candidate for United
States president.

In Augqust, 1929, Garvey held the Sixth International
Convention in Jamaica. It was as spectacular as the earlier
ones in Harlem. A split occurring at the convention resulted
in the formation of a separate U.N.I.A. Inc., headquartered
in the United States. Garvey remained head of his faction,
now calling itself the U.N.I.A. and A.C.L. (August 1929) of
the World. The American schismatics did not carry the whole

American field with them. They failed, for example, to win
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control of the Negro World, which continued to carry Garvey's
pronouncements. Units loyal to Garvey often changed their
names to Garvey Clubs, Ethiopian Clubs and the like, and
animosity between the two groups in the United States occa-
sionally led to violence.

1929 marked, too, Garvey's entry into Jamaican elec-
toral politics. Between the convention and the end of the
year Garvey formed a Peoples' Political Party (P.P.P.),
began campaigning for a seat in the Legislative Council, was
jailed for three months for contempt by British judges when
he promised to reform the bench if elected, and was elected
to the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation (K.S.A.C.) council
while in jail. Upon his release the corporation promptly
declared his seat vacant but he was returned unopposed early
in 1930. Meanwhile, the British judges convicted him again,
this time for supposedly libelling British colonialism,
arising from an editorial in his Blackman newspaper. The
Blackman, a daily, had appeared in March 1929, and was an
important vehicle whereby Garvey championed the cause of
Jamaica's oppressed and demolished, for a time, the monopoly
of the conservative press.

Garvey's bid for the Legislative Council was defeated
in January 1930, largely because the majority of the black
masses still had no vote under British colonialism. His
P.P.P. nevertheless successfully placed some candidates in

both the K.S.A.C. and the Legislative Council. Garvey
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himself continued to serve on the K.S.A.C. council for the
next few years, on one occasion (1931) being re-elected while
out of the country. During this period Garvey occasionally
acted as a de facto trade union leader, taking up the causes
of unorganized workers. In 1930 he actually formed a
Workers and Labourers Association, envisaged not as itself a
trade union, but as an agency for popularizing the need for
unionization.

Meanwhile his Jamaican journalistic efforts continued
with a succession of papers. The demise of the Blackman in

1931 was followed by the New Jamaican, an evening paper in

1932 and 1933, when it folded. The Negro World to which
Garvey had continued to send articles, also ceased publica-
tion in 1933. Almost immediately there followed the Black
Man, a magazine which Garvey published first in Jamaica and
later in England up almost until his death.

In 1931 Garvey made yet another trip to England and
the League of Nations. Back in Jamaica he continued to hold
political meetings, in 1932 welcomed Nancy Cunard to Jamaica,
formed an amusement company and dabbled in real estate. A
Seventh International Convention was held in Jamaica in 1934,
followed some months afterwards by a shift of his base of
operations to England.

In England Garvey contacted African students, har-
rangued the crowds at Hyde Park's Speakers' Corner, and

managed to keep together those divisions of the U.N.I.A.
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which had survived the depression, the schisms following his
deportation from the United States, and the inroads into his
erstwhile followers (especially in the United States) made
by Father Divine, Muslims, the Peace Movement of Ethiopia,
the Communists and divers other groups who participated in
the mad scramble for Garvey's followers, once he was removed
from the country.

His organization in the United States remained viable
despite all this, however, and in 1936, 1937 and 1938 Garvey
visited Canada to meet with his North American followers.
There was nothing on these occasions to prevent him from
coming as far as Windsor, Ontario, a stone's throw from
Detroit. His United States followers on these occasions
would cross the border in large numbers, and would, among
other things, attend Garvey's School of African Philosophy
which provided crash courses for U.N.I.A. organizers. After
his 1937 visit to Canada he toured the West Indies, speaking
to enthusiastic audiences in St. Kitts, Nevis, Antigua,
Montserrat, Dominica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Grenada,
Barbados, Trinidad and British Guiana. During his 1938
visit to Canada he held his Eigth International Convention
in Toronto from August 1 to 17.

Despite his deportation, and despite the increasing
fragmentation of his membership, his ideas continued to hold
sway among the black masses in America with remarkable

tenacity. For one thing the fragmentation did not always
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mean a difference in ideology between the various splinter
groups. Many of them, such as the Peace Movement of Ethiopia,
and the Moorish Americans, continued to regard Garvey as
something of a patron saint even after breaking from the
U.N.I.A. The Communist press of the 1930's in particular,

is filled with stories of the frustrations meted out to
Communist organizers in black communities because of the
persistence of Garvey's doctrines of race first and separa-
tism.

Those of Garvey's followers who remained in U.N.I.A.
units in the United States loyal to him tried hard throughout
the 1930's to find a way to get him back, knowing full well
that his presence would help reunify the movement. In this
effort they received the enthusiastic support of Senator
Theodore G. Bilbo, Mississippi segregationist, whose 1939
United States Senate bill to acquire a West African home for
those Afro-Americans who wished to go, Garvey supported.

Garvey died in London in June 1940, active to the

end in his efforts to emancipate a race.
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CHAPTER II

RACE FIRST

In a world of wolves one should go armed, and one of
the most powerful defensive weapons within the reach of
Negroes is the practice of race first in all parts of
the world.

-- Marcus Garveyl

What We Believe

The Universal Negro Improvement Association advo-
cates the unity and blending of all Negroes into one
strong, healthy race. It is against miscegenation and
race suicide.

It believes that the Negro race is as good as any
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