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ABSTRACT

ACTIVISTS AS ADULT LEARNERS:
WOMEN IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT

By

Frances Elizabeth Cosstick

The Ontario environmental movement, a movement with
higher female than male involvement, has contributed to
social change. The study investigated how women in the
environmental movement in Ontario used adult learning in
their activism.

The objectives of the study were to explore the
development of the female activist, the methods and
substance of adult learning, activists as adult educators,
personal changes in activists, perception of gender based
environmental concern.

The literature review surveyed three bodies of
knowledge: environmentalism, feminism and adult learning
with a view to the role of each in social change.

The descriptive qualitative research uses a grounded
theory methodology. Data was collected through personal
interviews of 43 respondents of 19 waste management groups
throughout Ontario. Labelled supportive research, the
process enabled the researcher to actively support the
respondents’ adult learning in environmentalism while

conducting the study.
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The study found that a predisposition to activism
motivated the activists to correct an environmental
injustice of their community. Activism took the form of a
campaign which necessitated intensive learning. Group
membership facilitated learning for goal achievement and
personal change. Respondents learned technical subject
matter, environmental issues, government procedure, about
human nature, the need for individual involvement, about
themselves, about group dynamics and methods of advocacy.
Respondents used a combination of mutually reinforcing
learning methods. Their learning involved all levels of
learning. Unanticipated impact of learning upon the
activists was their new public profile in their community as
educators. Also unplanned were the changes in themselves,
in their lifestyle at home and in their world view due to
their learning about environmentalism. Activists
contributed to social change by presenting an alternative
paradigm that with significant support from adult learning
impacted upon the dominant paradigm through their successes
in both the planned and unplanned changes.

Activists are adult learners with distinctive learning
characteristics. The path of adult learning of activists
takes place in four components: learning preparation,
lgarning acquisitipn, community goal achievement, social
change. Adult learning programmers could assist activists

in strategies for organizing and applying the learning and
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programming the services of the community educator

activists.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

“GREEN CRUSADERS"

The Problem

In North America, typically, after periods of major
economic growth; a wave of environmentalists has been heard.
The environmental protection movement became particularly
active when negative effects of industrialization,
especially visible water and air pollution, began to be felt
in the 1960’s. But in the 1970’s, the protesting of nuclear
power by both the peace and environmental movements
represented a paradigm shift in the environmental movement
from those who believed in technology and regulations to
control pollution and toxic wastes to those vanguard
environmentalists who strove for a social structural change
to limit growth. Economic slumping, recession and
depression in Ontario after a brief surge in the early
1980’s, coincided with a renewed thrust of environmentalism
in Ontario in the 80’s and 90’s. Farley Mowat refers to
Canadian environmental activists as the "Green Crusaders".

There are approximately 1809 community groups in Canada
with an environmental focus. They are fairly
proportionately distributed according to population

1
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throughout the provinces except for British Columbia, where
there are disproportionately more. The groups seem to fall
into four categories of concern: wilderness and wild life;
waste management; energy policy; and alternative visions.

The majority of the members of the community groups are
women. What is it that drives these women to become active
members of a movement for social change? This study will
investigate the motivation of women’s involvement and the of
that involvement to them. For the purposes of this study
environmental and community groups involved in waste
management were selected. These were common throughout the
province of Ontario. The members were involved in local

concerns and many in more global concerns.

Purpose of the 8tudy

The purpose of the study was to investigate how women
in the environmental movement in Ontario have used adult
learning in the process of their activism. The process
included changes in beliefs, values, attitudes,
relationships, habits and lifestyles. The changes supported
the women’s part in the environmental movement while they
were reinforced by the movement.

The environmental movement is a social movement defined
by McCarthy and zald (1987:20) as a set of opinions and
beliefs in a population representing preferences for

changing some elements of social structure or reward
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distribution, or both, of a society. In the case of the
environmental movement, the changes sought were in political
decisions or decision makers and in the bases for making
such decisions. The bases of political decision making
advocated by the movement members was to ensure
environmental preservation, moreover, that it did not suffer
from decisions based upon economic profit. The element of
reward distribution that environmentalists might interpret
is a value of environmental rewards for posterity; i.e.
reduction or elimination of water, air and land pollution.
Environmentally based economic decisions might result in
shifting of economic reward distribution.

Female members of organizations within the movement are
the focus of the study. A social movement organization is a
complex or formal organization that identifies its goals
with the preferences of a social movement or a
countermovement and attempts to implement those goals
through organized action for change (McCarthy and Zald
(1987:20,21). A SMO has a target goal, a set of preferred
changes toward which it claims to be working and must
possess resources, however few and whatever type in order to
work toward goal achievement. Resources may include
legitimacy, money, facilities and labor (McCarthy and 2Zald,
1987:22). The size of a social movement sector in a society
depends proportionately upon the amount of discretionary

resources of the pubiic. The higher the income, the larger
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the average gift to charitable activities, (1) and the
higher the education, the more likely the giving of time and
(2) people who give more time to volunteer activities give
more money (Morgan, Dye, and Hybels, 1975: U.S. Treasury
Department, 1965). Women members of Ontario environmental
groups mostly originate from income and educational levels
that can support their activism with discretionary time and
money.

For the purpose of the study, the environmental
movement was the setting for the female adult learners. The
adult learning is the changes in the adults that enabled
them to attempt to make the changes they worked toward in
their participation in the movement. Their participation
was viewed both as individuals and as group members.
McCarthy and Zald (1987:28) prefer the term constituents to
members, defining them as those who give time and money, as
opposed to cadres, individuals involved in the decision
making process or professional cadres and staff, those who
are involved full time with the organization or adherents,
those who are part of the social movement but do not stand
to gain directly from its goals. People in the
environmental movement would argue, however, that everyone
on the planet stands to gain in any victory for the
environment. Adherents would be redefined to be passive
supporters who do not contribute time or money in contrast

to constituents who are active supporters who do. In the
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study, however, the refers to participants in the social
organizations as members or activists.

The social organizations from which the study derives
respondents are relatively small community groups and the
respondents are members who have attended meetings and
ascribe to the goals and values of the group. All of the
respondents were both members and activists. Activists
refers to those members who participate in activities as
individuals and with the group that directly forward the
goals of the group in the environmental social movement.
Because of the referral method of sampling, the most active
members of the groups were located and interviewed.

The study focused upon the learning of individual
activists, not the movement or the organizations which they
represented. Nevertheless, the study gives the
environmental groups a central position in the course of the
learning of the activists. The study investigated the
process by which the women became activists and the impact
that this process had upon their lives. The study took an
adult learning approach in that all of the changes that the
women reported in their lives to date were seen as an aspect
of a learning experience. A learning experience was viewed
as the acquisition of knowledge, attitudes and skills of an
individual to achieve a particular objective toward the goal

of an environmental value, organization or the movement.
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In the course of the women’s activism, they made
personal changes in their knowledge, attitudes and skills.

The study investigates these changes and how they were made.

Objectives of the Study
The Development of the Female Activist: How She Entered the
Learning Mode of Environmentalism
The study investigated the source of the women’s
interest in the environment by starting with a statement of
their prime environmental concerns. The study explored the
reasons why the activists joined an environmental group or
brought environmentalism to their group and the nature of
their activity with the environmental movement, on their own
as individuals or within the group
1. What environmental concerns they had.
2. How long they have been concerned about these
issues.
3. Their purpose in joining the group.
4. How group membership helped them be active.
5. Own perception of being more active in a group
or as an individual.

6. Activities as a group member/as an individual

How Adult Learning Happened and What was Learned
The study sought to identify how the activists learned;

both what they set out to learn to accomplish their goals
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and what they learned in the course of goal achievement that
they had not anticipated learning. The study of how the
activists learned was key to the study of the women
activists as adult learners. The study investigated the
preferred learning styles of the activists, how they had
learned what they deemed most important to them and the
sources of their learning. The study assessed the role of
adult educators in the activists’ learning. The study
investigated:

1. What was learned

2. Types of knowledge

3. How most important knowledge learned

4. Most effective ways of learning

5. Most important sources of learning

6. Most helpful adult educators and their

positions
7. What changed in living habits, beliefs,

attitudes for environmentalism

Adult Educating as Part of Adult Learning

The study recognized that the activists were not only
adult learners but also adult educators and that the process
of adult learning in the case of environmental activists,
also included educating. A section of the study addresses
this phenomena.

1. Who have they influenced
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2. How have they influenced

Personal Changes as a Result of Adult Learning
The activists experienced personal changes as a result

of their involvement and learning in activism. The study
investigates these personal changes in attitudes,
personality traits, skills, and relationships as an impact
of learning.

1. Attitude changes

2. Skills developed and improved

3. Personality trait changes

4. Changes in relationships

Perception of Women’s and Men'’s Environmental Concern

The sample of the study included only women. The study
sought the female activists’ perceptions of differences
between men’s and women’s concerns about the environment.
The underlying assumption was that the women’s concerns
brought them into the movement and into a learning mode.
The learning fostered a more articulated concern and
resulting actions. The underlying question was whether men
launched environmental activities from a different concern
or a different kind of concern which might lead to a
different interpretation of learning, despite agreement in

actions.
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5. Perception that men have same kind of
environmental concern
6. Perception that men have different kind of
concern

7. How might men’s concern be different

World View
The study perused the foundations of learning
interpretation, the world view, of the activists. World
view is defined as the spiritual beliefs and principles in
which a person functions in society. Maguire (1987:10 from
Patton 1975:9) defines world view as a general perspective,
a way of breaking down the complexity of the real world.
Maguire (1987:10) equates world view to paradigm, a "place
to stand" from which to view reality. Environmentalism to
require a change in world view of its constituents from a
more materialistic profit lead paradigm and the study
investigated whether such a change had occurred in the
activists as a result of their learning.
1. What changes would the women like to see in
society.
2. What they would have done differently if
started again.
The study took place in Ontario, the most populated
province of Canada and the industrial heart of the country.

It took place at a time of deep grassroots dissatisfaction
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with policies and actions of the ruling provincial Liberal
Government overthrown for a socialist leaning during the
course of the research. The dissatisfaction was more
accurately with all levels of government and its perceived
lack of accountability to the populace. This malaise was
the background atmosphere of the research and was reflected
everywhere during the research. Events of the period bred
environmental activists and they were ripe for learning.
The study investigated individuals who were very much a part
of making changes in themselves, their communities and in
their society. The study sought to determine the role of

adult learning in making these changes.



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
“CRUSADER MISSIONS AND VISIONS'

"Without a vision, the people will perish" (Israeli prophet)

Introduction
Polls in Canada of 1989 and 1990 indicated that

environmental protection was the major concern of Canadians.
They also indicated that citizens were willing to pay more
for products that were environmentally friendly. This
concern crosses political, regional, economic and religious
lines and exists despite rising unemployment, poverty and
economic recession (Harding, 1989:8).

It is mainly women who are the movers and shakers of
the ecology movement in Canada and other countries such as
the United States and Great Britain. < What is it that is
driving these women to the forefront of a current and very
important wave that stands to influence and perhaps stem
damaging effects of modernization in western countries and
developing countries, but most specifically in Canada.

This review of the literature begins a search for clues from
three bodies of literature: environment/ecology, feminism

and adult learning. This review shows that a common goal of

11
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social change can be found in the three main thrusts. It is
a recurrent and uniting theme stressing the need to resist
the excesses of modernization by suggesting a moderate
lifestyle that implies a change in social structure that is
yet imperfectly defined. Both environmentalism and feminism
value the role of learning in their

respective movements.

Environment/Ecology

A social movement has been defined as a group of people
with a purpose which will bring about change and whose
influence is spreading in spreading in opposition to the
established order in which it originated (Gerlach & Hine,
1970:xvi in Rowland, 1984) a significant amount of power can
be mobilized outside the power structure to exert upon the
power structure. Both personal and social change can result
from social movements (Rowland, 1984). Despite proven
abilities at describing social phenomena, Cotgrove (1982:vi)
reminds us that social scientists are not very good at
anticipating change. Environmentalism as a movement had
been advanced back’in the early 1900s when Thoreau and John
Muir intertwined the protection of nature and social
activism with critique of industrial society (Tokar, 1987).
In Canada, from the 1800s, natural science societies
accumulated and published information relating to natural

history. These were the continuation of a British tradition
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that combined an appreciation for the utility of scientific
knowledge with a gentle, almost reverential attitude to the
natural world (Berger, 1982). 1In Britain, women’s
conservation societies of the 19th and 20th centuries, that
became prototypes of present conservation societies, played
a substantial part in bird protection (Nicholson, 1987).

The environmental movement rose in the 1960’s and
rapidly eclipsed the civil rights and antiwar movements
(Gale, 1972; Morrison et al., 1972; Dunlap and Gale, 1972 in
Humphrey, 1982). These two movements had achieved limited
successes that caused them to become more radical in their
ideologies and tactics and eventually focus energies upon
human survival by raising issues of pollution, resources
depletion and nuclear energy (Humphrey, 1982).
Environmentalism took on a new sense of urgency as the
health hazards affecting millions of people from water and
air pollution became widely recognized. Cotgrove (1982:vi)
expounds that environmentalists do not share in the dominant
faith in science and technology and in the economic
individualism of the market place. There are Marxist
environmentalists who accuse the exploitative nature of
capitalism as the root cause of the current environmental
crisis (Commoner, 1972; Rothnam, 1972; Enzenberger, 1974;
Beresford, 1977 in Cotgrove, 1982:7) but they do not
disagree with industrialization per se. There are

environmentalists in their stance against industrialization
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who condemn both left and right wing politics as being
equally damaging. Some environmentalists regard
technological improvements to limit pollution, to break down
toxins etc. as the answer to problems created by damaging
technology. They are prepared to work within and to
maintain the present paradigm. There are growing numbers of
environmentalists who call for a new paradigm that will
limit growth, redefine standards of living and revere
nature. This change represents the shift from a norm-
oriented to a value-oriented paradigm (Smelser, 1962 in
Cotgrove, 1982). The paradigm shift follows Thomas Kuhn’s
(1970) theory of paradigm shift that science periodically
undergoes a revolutionary change. Paradigms are a world
view. They provide a framework of meaning within which
facts and experiences acquire significance and can be
interpretedUCotgrove (1982:9). Cotgrove traces the shift
from the initial ‘personal transformation’ of changing
individual behavior through recycling and purchasing
environmentally safe products. The shift continued in the
form of societal manipulation with emphasis on legal action
against polluters and in the form of direct action. The
values of the environmental movement were in conflict with
the dominant values of society. Environmentalists quarrel
that society is driven to wealth production and for this end

has the right to harness the natural environment.
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In Canada organizations in the environmental movement
proliferate with jungle fecundity (Mowat, 1990). Mowat
divides environmental organizations in Canada into four
major elements. Those dealing with safe issues such as
conservation and wilderness institutions. Those
organizations that are high pressure, high profile dealing
with nuclear dangers, toxic wastes and ozone depletion.
Those groups of animal rights and welfare protecting non-
human life and lastly grassroots groups that spring up
wherever the natural world is threatened by human stupidity,
greed and arrogance.

The United States clearly has a world lead in the
magnitude of their environmental program (Borelli, 1987).
Borelli notes that in the 1970s there was considerably more
harmony among environmental groups who had to cooperate to
survive. Washington watchers would signal the
environmentalists that a particular law was needed and
groups would organize around the issue. Cotgrove reports
that there was a messianic fervor to their message and early
optimism that the goals of environmental quality would soon
be met. But the movement lost much of its momentum. 1Its
periods of growth, in the 1890s, the 1920s, the 1950s and
the early 1970s marked the end of periods of sustained
economic growth (Lowe et al., 1980 in Cotgrove, 1982:9).
The antagonism between government andlthe agencies was

reduced as the agencies hired leaders from outside the
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movement for their management or lobbying ability and the
Carter administration hired a number of environmentalist
activists to high positions. The movement appeared to
become more conservative. By the 1980s, environmentalists
chose to focus upon specific issues to concentrate limited
energies, funds, expertise, etc. The previous sense of
common purpose was lost.

In the U.S., national agencies have replaced local or
national concerns with international concerns: preservation
of the rainforest, the ozone layer, food radiation etc.

This type of focus of this type of agency precludes as much
direct and personal involvement as past focuses did of more
local groups (Marston in Borelli, 1987). In Canada, there
are no agencies large enough to have branches throughout the
country with powerful centralized structures probably due to
the extraordinary funding difficulties encountered by
Canadian groups (Mowat, 1990). Environmentalism is not all
lobbying within bureaucracies. Agencies like Greenpeace and
Earth First practice ’‘monkeywrenching’ or ’‘ecotage’, a Saul
Alinsky style of protest that draws attention to a cause by
pushing legal limits and often succeeds in its aims.

There are different views in environmentalism, though
the movement is worldwide. Lester Brown of Worldwatch
Institute (Borelli, 1987) explains that the movement in the
U.S and Europe is the diametric opposite in view from that

in the developing countries. In the West block
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environmental problems are seen as due to adverse
consequences of economic activity. The developing world
sees them due to a lack of development (degraded ecosystems,
unpotable water, malnutrition) associated with the lack of
infrastructure (roads, sanitation services, hospitals) or
capital investment. U.S. environmental agencies have
reduced their effort, for lack of success, to influence the
international bodies such as the United Nations. Better
results have been achieved from encouraging the U.S.
government to be more responsible through its AID program
and other international programs where its voice is more
proportional to its funding (Borelli, 1987).

In Canada, according to Cairns (1989), there are
different perceptions of the environment in different parts
of the country. British Columbia, the westernmost province,
has the highest number of environmental groups in proportion
to its population. It has a history of ultra right
provincial politics. Environmental groups view themselves,
by virtue, being in confrontation with the government. Most
groups in B.C. are grassroots community based and they
experience much support. There are few professional groups.
In central Canada, in Ontario and Quebec, scores of
professional groups are listed along with hundreds of
community based groups. They serve as watchdog to
government and industry, are supported in their communities.

They do not have the antagonistic rapport with those they
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attempt to influence as happens in B.C., but they also do
not have ready access to government funding troughs either.

Environmental issues at the grassroots has been slower
to take hold in eastern Canada. In fact, environmentalists
. are often seen as a threat to the resource based economy and
area of high unemployment. Divisive issues in the last few
years have been over the seal hunt and the spruce budworm.
In northern Canada, environmental groups are, at present,
equally or more concerned with land claims and native issues
though the recent Goose Bay protest of airplanes disturbing
caribou migration is evidence of Innu ’‘ecotage’.

Throughout Canada hundreds of citizens’ environmental
groups, the grassroots groups that Mowat refers to, have
sprung up in response to environmental threats affecting
their vicinity. Many members are taking leadership roles
within their groups. Members are having to learn as much as
possible about the scientific aspects of the problem and
about the impact upon human ‘health. They are becoming
advocates for a safe environment in their community. This
is the process of adult learning and it is mainly women who
are the actors. The members driven by their sense of
urgency are becoming empowered through their new knowledge
and team work and are working toward social change.
Perception of environmental threat is a prominent motive for
formerly inactive persons to form or to join an organization

and to take political action (Milbrath, 1984). Citizens who
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are aware of environmental threats are often willing to act
but do not know what they can meaningfully do, particularly
if they acknowledge that major social change is required.
Only a small proportion of people who are aware of the
problem, actually do anything about it, representing the gap
between belief aﬁd behavior (Milbrath, 1984).

Is it unfair to claim that women are more informed or
more concerned about specific environmental problems? Arcury
et al. (1987) in their gender comparison of concern and
knowledge of acid rain found that men rated higher. They
suggest that individual social characteristics be
differentially correlated with different environmental
issues. McStay and Dunlap (1983 in Arcury et al. 1987) lend
modest support that women are more concerned about five out
of the seven environmental issues they measured. According
to Arcury et al., if concern is to be effective in changing
behavior, consensus and policy, it must be supported with
knowledge. They deduce that if the theories of sex role
socialization are correct, sex differences should be
apparent in knowledge as well as in concern. Recent
research on learning styles need be referred to in order to
bring this skepticism into focus.

There tend to be more women than men who become active
and it is difficult to evade the question why (Farenthold in
Garland, 1988). Women are more environmentally oriented

than men (McStay & Dunlap, 1982; Jackson, 1980; Merchant,
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1980; Honnold, 1981, Ray, 1975 in Milbrath, 1984).
Dankelman and Davidson (1988) claim that women have a
remarkable ability to work together; that through childcare
women have a powerful influence over changing attitudes to
the environment; and that by restoring environmentally sound
and sustainable development, the development of women in
increased status and independence, will also be improved
(Dankelman & Davidson, 1988). 1Is it that women have
particular social group and role advantages as well as
particular vested interests that make it more likely for
women than men to be involved in the environmental movement.
Why is it that women, and women in particular who have
become committed to environmental protection? )
Environmentalists lament the paucity of funds, space, paid
staff etc. available to them. They assert realistically
that it is women who will work the long hours for poor pay,
if any, in less than optimum working conditions for lack of
other options in addition to their social concern. 1It is

the women, according to them, that one finds at the base and

in legion, of almost any social movement.

Feminism
Feminism is a worldwide movement for the redefinition
and redistribution of power (Maguire, 1987:79). In Canada,

the feminist movement strives to gain equal status in



21
society for women as men. Women have a particular
contribution to the ecology movement.

A school of thought implies that through the eons, the
work of women as primary cultivators, preparers of food, and
as child bearers and rearers has fashioned her to nurture.
Across cultures there are similarities in the socializing of
women but it is not due to biological determinism. Jaggar
(1983) argues that nature and culture are not clearly
separable; a chicken-egg dichotomy. Women have made
valuable contributions to the building of civilization.
Bookchin (1982) believes that "Woman’s foraging activities
helped awaken in humanity an acute sense of place, of oikos.
Her nurturing sensibility helped create not only the origins
of society but literally the roots of civilization - a
terrain the male has arrogantly claimed for himself. Her
stake in society was more domestic, more pacifying, and more
caring." Bertell (1985) claims that women have also
traditionally developed the reconciling arts which are not
appreciated in a militaristic culture. These arts are
relevant to living in harmony with the environment rather
than subduing it for exploitation. Women’s instinctive
concern for environment is then expected by society.

Griffen (1978:v.) laments that "I was concerned that the
ecological movement had often placed the burden for solving
its problems, those that this civilization has with nature,

on women. ...women were always being asked to clean up."
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In modern society, says Milbrath (1984), females are
socialized to be more compassionate, nurturing and
protective than males who are expected to be aggressive and
competitive. Farenthold (in Garland, 1988) asserts that
women’s actions are natural extensions of their nurturing
and parenting role.

Bertell (1980:373) states that "humans are flight
animals not fight animals" and implies that both men and
women have non-aggressive instincts to guide them in
survival, not merely women, though some would argue that
society has conditioned men to suppress passive or ‘flight’
instincts. In developing countries women still play pivotal
roles in sustainable development through their family
responsibility for food security and health, and thus they
are directly linked to the environment. Brazil’s Maria Jos
Guazelli (in Dankelman & Davidson, 1987:120) adds "..it is
usually women who have been the first to organize and lead
ecological grassroots movements to press for change, perhaps
because we are directly involved with family affairs."
Others point to a more basic human drive, anger, as a
principal motivator of women activists. Farenthold in
Garland, 1988:xvi) "Anger is often at the center of their
transformations from private actors in restricted universes
to public leaders in universes encompassing all the

important issues of the day."
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It cannot be categorically accepted that women join the
environmental movement because of women’s biological
differences, or that women are closer to nature than men.
From the perspective of adult learning, it may be misleading
to look at women’s motives of participating in the learning
process leading to specific social change as motives
peculiar to women as biological beings. In other words,
women may have motives different from men but it is not due
only to their biological state. Jaggar (1983:111) assures
us that "Human nature is both historical and biological, and
the two aspects are inseparable." The socialization of
women may provide the clues toward understanding their
participation.

In reviewing the woman’s movement and the ecology or
environmental movement, Brooks et al. (1988:15) have noted
that "women’s involvement in environmental issues has
paralleled the development of the women’s movement." Among
the many overlapping themes are concern for the impact of
environmental degradation on health, the need for
alternative forms of social and economic development not
based upon domination and exploitation, and the need for
holistic approaches to problem solving. Merchant, (1980)
and Davies (1987) remind us that Betty Freiden’s Feminine
Mystique, (1963) groundwork for the modern women’s
liberation movement and Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring,

(1962) groundwork for the modern environmental movement
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appeared almost simultaneously. Merchant (1980) indicates
that both movements are critical of the costs of
uncontrolled growth, competition, aggression and domination.

Freudenberg (1984) describes the contributions that
feminists have made to the environmental movement. The
women’s movement has developed powerful techniques for
helping people transform their personal feelings into
political commitment and action such as the consciousness-
raising group, the speak-out, street theater, to help people
convert their emotional reactions to, say, toxic hazards
into strategies for change (Freudenberg, 1984).

Elizabeth May in Mowat (1990:248) shows that women
environmentalist leaders have given thought about why women
are in the forefront of environmentalism in Nova Scotia.
They say "men are worried about speaking out for fear of
losing their jobs", "women are a little freer to take on
these issues", "as mothers,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>