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ABSTRACT

A STUDY OF STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS, CLASSES SCHEDULING,
WEEKEND PROGRAM OFFERINGS, AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP
FOR AN URBAN BASED MULTI-CAMPUS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

By
Stephen L. Goddard

The purpose of this study was to determine student
demographics, scheduling preferences, perceived need for
weekend programs, and the relationships between the first
three factors of resident and non-resident students who
attend Oakland Community College in Oakland County, Michigan.
Of specific interest to the researcher was the identification
of four factors which could bare on the institutions ability
to meet its students needs. The first factor being the
demographics of the students on each of the five Oakland
Community College campuses. Second, the students perception
of the need for alternative scheduling formats. Third, the
students perception of the need for Oakland Community College
to host a Weekend College offering traditional two year
community college curriculum as well as articulated
baccalaureate and graduate programs sponsored by four year
institutions. Finally to determine the relationships between
the first three factors and their impact upon each of Oakland

Community College’s five campuses.



Stephen L. Goddard

Questionnaires will be sent to randomly selected classes
at all of Oakland Community Colleges campuses. The selection
of classes to be surveyed will represent the four most
commonly used delineations of classes: day sections (8:00am -
noon), afternoon sections (1:00pm - 5:00pm), evening sections
(6:00pm - 10:00pm), and by arrangement classes.

Analysis of the data received from the questionnaires
will provide information which hopefully will be valuable to
Oakland Community College, other urban based multi-campus

community colleges, and four year institutions.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBLEM AND THE STUDY

Oakland Community College (OCC) is an urban-based multi-
campus two year institution chartered in 1964 by the
electorate of Oakland County, Michigan. Classes began at two
campus sites with an opening enrollment of 3,860 students in
the fall of 1965. By the fall of 1989 Oakland Community
College had expanded to five campuses with several extension
services and a student population of more then 28,000
students. This represented a 700% increase in enrollment over
twenty-four years. Enrollment for the fall 1991 term reached
29,084 (1).

The OCC district encompasses 900 square miles and a
population in excess of 1,112,000. OCC is an open-door
institution of higher education. Admission to credit classes
is available to all high school graduates, to transferring
students, and to anyone 18 years of age or older. A selection
process is necessary in certain specialized programs. Among
its program offerings are pre-professional transfer associate
degrees, career associate degrees, certificate programs, and
an associate degree in general studies.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The primary student population served by the urban based

1
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multi-campus of OCC resides within Oakland County.
Demographic trends indicate that the student population OCC
serves is changing. Increased enrollments are projected in
the 35 and over age group. Female enrollment is anticipated
to surpass 58% of the total students enrolled. In the coming
years there will be a considerable number of potential
students in the 35-50 year old age bracket.

Since 1974 OCC has used a scheduling and program format,
designed to meet the needs of a more traditional high school
age graduating student. Determining the changing needs for
the current older, female dominated, working adult student
population could be a key to maintaining current enrollment
and program stability. OCC could well meet the challenge of
this new student community by offering alternative scheduling
formats and such non-traditional approaches as a weekend
programming concept, in addition to continuing currently
successful programs and the development of new programs at the
college.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of this research is fourfold: (1) to
determine specific demographic factors with respect to the
students currently attending OCC’s five campuses, (2) to
determine if OCC needs to alter its current scheduling
practices (on each of it’s five campuses) and institute a
Weekend-College to better meet students perceived need for

more flexible scheduling, (3) to determine whether or not
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students currently enrolled perceive a need for OCC to expand
and/or change its present variety of program offerings to also
include articulated baccalaureate and graduate degree programs
sponsored by four year institutions, (4) to determine what, if
any, correlations exist between any or all of these findings
which could provide the college with some useful insights for
appropriate class scheduling and curriculum planning.
DEMOGRAPHICS:

Data from the survey will provide information specific to
the types of students who are attending each of the five OCC
campuses. Students perceptions of educational and professional
background and goals, family responsibilities, reasons for
enrolling, and types of assistance required will be
questioned.

SCHEDULING:

The survey will identify any interest by currently
enrolled students in alternate forms of scheduling on each of
OCC’s five campuses. Specific questions have been included to
determine the amount of interest students have in a Weekend-
College, as well as what population it would serve. The
survey 1includes questions to determine what impact
participation in a Weekend-College would have on the
enrollment in the Weekday-College at each of the five
campuses.

PROGRAMMING:

The survey will identify current OCC programs which if
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offered by the Weekend-College would be of interest to
students on each of
ofhe five OCC campuses. Also included in the survey will be
questions designed specifically to determine student interest
in articulated upper division programs, graduate programs, and
general interest courses.
RELATIONSHIPS:

The last portion of the study will be an attempt to
determine what specific relationships exist among the three
areas. The dependent variable in the analysis of the
relationships will be the perceptions of the currently
enrolled students on each of the five campuses. In studying
the relationships, the independent variable will be the
demographics of the currently enrolled students on each of the
five OCC campuses. If it is determined that there are specific
trends, then OCC will have specific data on which to address
the needs of the student community.

It is hoped that by analyzing the data from these three
areas, specific relationships can be identified. From the
identification of specific relationships, appropriate actions
can be initiated to better insure success in meeting the
present and future needs of the student community.

The following questions have been developed to assist in
this study:

1. What are the demographic characteristics of the

current students attending each of the five campuses
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of Oakland Community College?

2. Ideally, what perceptions do students have of
scheduling/programming preferences of classes and
programs offered by Oakland Community College?

3. Ideally, what educational programming would students
on each of Oakland Community College campuses be
interested in the college hosting other than two year
associate degree and certificate programs?

The purpose of this research is to study the perceptions
of students currently enrolled on each of OCC’s five campuses.
The survey will investigate demographic factors of students
currently enrolled at Oakland Community College. Included in
the survey will be questions concerning the student’s
perceptions of needed changes in scheduling practices on each
of the five campuses. Finally the survey will question
perceived needs by the students in relation to OCC’s current
programming and to OCC’s hosting articulated undergraduate and
graduate programs on the weekends.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Since the mid 1970’s Oakland Community College has not
specifically surveyed the student community about changing the
scheduling format and expanding the programs at the college.

Internal environmental scanning can identify key trends
affecting the future of Oakland Community College. Such key
factors as demographic population trends, educational goals,

professional goals, and required support services must be



carefully considered.

With changing demographics, the need for accountability
to the student community becomes critical. At the local
level, future additional funding could be closely linked to
services provided by the institution to the student community.

OCC’s ability to respond and adapt to the changing
student community needs, as determined by this study, will
better permit the college to accomplish its mission and goals.
It is hoped that this study will provide the type of
information which will give Oakland Community College a sense
of direction in terms of the community’s needs. The potential
applications of such environmental scanning (surveying)
include curriculum revision, discipline planning, scheduling
format, strategic planning, budgeting, accreditation, and
public relations.

Additionally the knowledge pertaining to one urban-based
community college perhaps may prove useful to other
institutions facing similar environments and concerns for
their future.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The identification of the population, the design of the
study, the process of selection of the subjects, and the
method for the collection of data will be discussed in this
section.

POPULATION:

For the purposes of this study the population can be
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defined as the "student community enrolled on each of the five
campuses in credit classes during the Spring 1992 semester at
Oakland Community College".
DESIGN OF 8STUDY:

The research design of this study will deal with
descriptive statistics. As Babbie states "descriptive
statistics is a method for presenting quantitative
descriptions in a manageable form". (2)

Survey techniques will be employed to collect the data which
will serve as the basis for the conclusions drawn in relation
to the stated problem.

"Survey" in this study will be defined as recording the
responses of a sampling of the OCC student community rather
than the entire student community.

S8UBJECT SELECTION:

The six-day enrollment count, used by the Michigan State
Department of Education to determine state funding, will be
used as the source for the study. This report reflects every
credit section Oakland Community College will offer during
the term. Sections will be randomly selected. The selection
process will reflect morning (8 AM - noon), afternoon ( 1-5
PM), evening (6-10 PM) sectional offerings, as well as
sectional offerings by arrangement. Sample size will be
determined by the total number of sections offered. The
individuals surveyed in the randomly selected sections will

only be identified by the campus and course section code.



DATA COLLECTION:

During the Spring term 1992, questionnaires will be
mailed to the faculty members teaching;those randomly-selected
sections. The faculty will be asked to have each member of
the class complete a questionnaire and return them by a
prearranged date. Questionnaire packets will be coded by the
campus and section number to permit follow up action when
required.

Confidentiality and anonymity of the respondents is
guaranteed, since no direct information in the questionnaire
deals with an individual identity. Questionnaires will be
coded by campus and section number solely for the purposes of
facilitating follow-up contact when required, to assure
maximum response and added validity to the study.

ANALYSIS OF DATA:

The data will be analyzed from two specific directions:
by category (i.e., demographics, scheduling, and programming)
and by the identification of relationships between each
category.

DATA PRESENTATION:

Initially the data will be presented by reviewing
specific findings from each category. Following the review by
category, will be a review of the relationships between the
categories. Finally, a suggested course of action to meet the
current and future needs of the newly emerging student

community will be presented.



ASSUMPTIONS:

This study was based upon the following assumptions:

1.

The majority of the students attending oOcCC
reflect a change from the traditional high school

age graduate to working-age adulfs.

2. A large percentage of the students are interested

in class schedules which are designed around

their work and home activity schedules.

3. A large percentage of the students are interested

in classes and programs which are work related.
Baccalaureate and graduate programs, which if
linked by articulation agreements with Oakland
Community College would be well received by the
community.

The class sections chosen and the students
responding fairly representative of the
population of OCC’s total student body.

The information gained from the survey gives an
accurate description of the perceived needs of
the student community OCC serves.

The study will produce data that can lead to a
better understanding of the needs of the

community OCC serves.

DELIMITATIONS:

The study is limited to Oakland Community College and

students registered for credit courses during the Spring 1992
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DEFINITION OF TERMS:

1.

SUMMARY :

Open Door Admission: Learning opportunities will be

open to all who seek to learn.
Weekend-C ege: A scheduling and program format
which would allow a student to complete an Associate

Degree program within the designed time frame.

Weekend Programming: Offering classes on the weekend,
Friday evenings, Saturdays, and Sundays.
rticulated De e o : Agreements between OCC

and four year institutions which permit OCC graduates
to enter the four year institution as a junior in
status.
Scheduling

single time period per week, Split class meet more

formatting classes offered (i.e, Block

then once a week).

Life-Long Learning: A continuous process of acquiring
knowledge both formally and informally.

The study is designed to randomly survey the perceptions

of students enrolled in credit courses on the five campuses of

OCC relative to the need for:

1. Alternatives to the current method of scheduling
of classes.
2. The desirability of providing articulated upper

division baccalaureate and graduate courses.



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Weekend College Concept

Teaching on Weekends

James East, originator and dean of Indiana University

Purdue University Indianapolis’ Weekend College for the past

seventeen years, states in his book Teaching on Weekends and
in Shopping Centers (1988), "that programs are not planned for

faculty and administrators but for students. The
determination of success or failure of new programs lays with
the student." Joan Capp’s (1986) report on a survey conducted
of 950 students at Somerset County College elicited the
following data: Evening students, as opposed to day students,
were older, employed full time, and motivated by upward
mobility. Of the 950 respondents, 25% had earned credit equal
to a bachelors degree or higher and over 66% expressed
interest in the weekend college concept.

"The right curriculum offered at the right time will be
successful" states East (1988). Cross (1976) points out that
weekend colleges initially were designed to meet professional
needs for career advancement. However, it has evolved into
meeting social, recreational, and educational enrichment at

11
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all levels. East continues, "innovation has its risks, some
things work; some things do not. However, there is truth to
the maxim, "nothing ventured, nothing gained." Oover the
years, American colleges and universities have offered
Saturday classes. For the most part, Saturday classes have
been part of the week-day program. Usually, the format
followed is a lecture component held during the week, with a
recitation or laboratory session on Saturday. Additionally,
Saturdays and Sundays have been reserved for scheduling
special seminars, workshops, and courses usually offered as
non-credit or life-long education.

The idea of offering self-contained courses and programs
on weekends is relatively new. Credit for establishing the
Weekend College concept goes to Miami-Dade Junior College in
Florida. The Congressional Record (1966) refers to Miami-Dade
as a pioneer and a model which could serve the entire nation.
Their program can be traced back to 1965. Miami-Dade’s
Weekend College began and continued as a Saturday only program
until it ended in 1975. Miami-Dade, in the fall of 1990
revived its week-end college.

The scheduling patterns for Weekend Colleges are as
varied as the number of programs across the country. Most
often, weekend programs offer classes in combinations of
Friday evenings, Saturday morning and afternoons, and Sunday

morning or afternoons.
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In a recent study, Wyly (1987) surveyed 321 weekend
colleges on their perception of which public universities they
thought operated the "best" weekend colleges. Respondents
indicated they felt there were 15 "best" colleges. These 15
"best" colleges were then asked to respond to a comprehensive
questionnaire. The results showed:

1. That there are virtually no characteristics

common to the operation of all of the 15
"best" weekend colleges.

2. Weekend colleges operate successfully in both
large and small communities.

3. Institutions of varying size successfully
operate large weekend colleges.

4. The best weekend colleges operate successfully
with limited student services available on
weekends.

Cross (1976) provides evidence which agrees with Wyly’s
findings that the range of agencies offering week-end
programming, the types of programs offered, and the need for
credit/non-credit is only 1limited by the demand of the
customers/students.

Dean East outlines the following six models for weekend
programming: (1988)

l.Comprehensive program-- Indiana University-Purdue
University at Indianapolis (IUPUI) offers credit courses

only and seven complete degree and certificate programs,



14

meeting weekly throughout a 16 week semester. IUPUI’s Weekend
College was designed primarily, but not exclusively, for
working women and blacks, students who could not enroll in the
regularly scheduled day or evening courses. Corya (1983)
reported on the dramatic growth of the IUPUI program over its
initial ten years, from a start of three courses and 43
students to a student population of over 3,470 attending 97
courses in 37 subject areas at the Weekend College.

2. Satellite weekend colleges-- Maryville College-
St. Louis offers nine baccalaureate majors on three campuses
with classes meeting on alternate weekends over a 16 week
semester. This program was designed for adults who want to
complete a degree but find weekday or evening classes
inconvenient or incompatible with career and family
responsibilities. Majors for baccalaureate degrees are
offered in accounting, business communication, health care
management, information systems, management, marketing,
nursing, and psychology/sociology.

3. Interactjve, interdisciplinary weekend program--
Wayne State University-Detroit uses intensive weekend
conferences in a variety of learning modes which can be
supplemented by on-campus and of f-campus workshops,
telecourses, and group and individual directed study courses.
The University Studies/Weekend College Program (US/WCP) of
Wayne State University started as an experiment in adult

education. Wayne State started in 1973 with a comprehensive
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interdisciplinary Bachelor of General Studies, and added in
1986, the Bachelor of Technical and General Studies (BTGS) for
Associate of Applied Science (AAS) graduates of community and
junior colleges. As Feinstein and Angelo (1977) reported
Wayne State University expanded their week-end program by
introducing a project titled "To Educate the People: an
Experimental Model for Urban Higher Education for the Working
Adult." Within in the project were concepts such as one year
worker sabbaticals, and coalitions between higher education,
organized labor, and public television. Bobes (1979)
classified the Wayne State University/Weekend College Program
as a cost effective, flexible model, designed to provide adult
part time students extensive learning experiences while
incorporating features of traditional courses.

4. Graduate weekend program-- University of
Oklahoma/Advanced Programs offers six graduate weekend
programs in three Oklahoma sites. The following programs are
offered: Masters of Arts in Communication, Master of Arts in
Economics, Master of Education in Educational Psychology,
Master of Social Work, Master of Public Administration, and
Master of Human Relations. The program at the University of
Oklahoma was started in 1964 and offers intensive
seminars, using two weekends, back-to-back classes, about a
month apart.

5.Shopping center weekend college-- Iowa Lakes

Community College offers associated degrees in a weekend
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college using leased space at a shopping center. The program
began in 1979 offering Associate of Arts and Associate of
Science degrees, along with three specialized programs in
health care administration, substance abuse counseling, and
pre-business administration.

6.Weekend college in residence-- Mundelein College-
Chicago offers an option to live on campus on weekends as a
distinctive feature of its Weekend College in Residence.

In this setting, Weekend College students can be free of
routine work and family distractions, while having an
opportunity to develop support networks, have access to campus
facilities and resources, and have the opportunity to study
while somewhat relieving transportation concerns.

To this point the review of the literature has dealt with
the generalities of the Weekend College concept. The
following is a review and comparison of the literature as it
specifically relates to the three research questions, which
the study will try to address for Oakland Community College.

The review of the literature from this point on will be
organized as it relates to the following research questions.

1. What are the demographic characteristics of the

students currently attending each of the five
campuses of Oakland Community College?

2. Ideally, what perceptions do students have of

scheduling/programming preferences of classes and

programs offered by Oakland Community College?
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3. Ideally, what educational programming would
students on each of Oakland Community College’s
campuses be interested in the college hosting other
than two year Associate Degree and certificate
programs?
Demographics:

The approaches to offering Weekend Programs across the
nation are as varied as the number of programs. However,
there are some common threads, in terms of demographics which
bind these programs together.

Bertelsen, Fordham, and London in their evaluation of
Wayne State University’s Weekend College program, found that
the University’s programs meet the concerns of the
international community by reaching out to the educationally
underprivileged.

Joan Capp’s (1986) report on student profile at Somerset
County College found that the evening students differed from

the traditional student in three ways:

1. the evening student was older
2. the evening student worked full time
3. the evening student was motivated by upward

mobility factors
According to Capps (1985) of those evening students surveyed
over 66% expressed interest in the weekend college.
East (1984) in an article titled "Weekend College: The

Treatment of Opsimathy" indicates that students who attend
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Programs have the following advantages over

traditional week-day/evening programs:

1.

mothers can get baby sitters more readily on
weekends

there is more time to commute on the weekends than
during the week/evenings

the weekend setting is 1less hectic and more
inviting to those who have been away from college

for a long period of time

Edith Herman (1976), in the Chicago Tribune, described

the student population of the Weekend College at Mundelein

College.

Her interviews of students found that 95% of the

students held full time jobs. Marie Matsen (1989) reported on

a study which profiled student characteristics of 897 students

who attending the Weekend College at Lane Community College in

Oregon.

Her findings concluded:

244 students attended only on weekends

72 attended weekends and evenings

426 attended weekday and weekends

155 attended weekday, evenings, and weekends
students attending only on weekends were more
likely to be female and older

in comparison to the college as a whole, the
weekend students were more likely to be employed
full-time, be part-time students, have children at

home, and attending so they could upgrade current
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skills or learn a new career.

Breshears and Morton (1976) in discussing the Weekend
program at Central Missouri State University described the
program as being designed to attract the full-time workers.

There are numerous articles specifically dealing with
women and their educational options. Jeane Fisher-Thompson
discusses the problems faced by women who are re-entering both
the educational and work environment. Ms. Thompson suggests
that such non traditional approaches as the Weekend concept
provides the re-entry women with an environment that more
closely meets their special needs in obtaining a degree.
Janet Gardner, Glamour magazine (1982) focused on the benefits
of the Weekend College for the increasing population of
working women.

Robert Earl Meyer (1980) describes the student population
attending the Weekend College at Northern Virginia Community
College. The student profile that Mr. Meyer developed
indicated:

1. the population attending the Weekend College
differed from the population attending weekday
classes

2. most students attended weekend classes for the
purpose of accelerating their work toward a degree

The Department of Research Planning, and Development at
Milwaukee Area Technical College surveyed students attending

its Weekend College (1985). The survey of their West Campus
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Weekend College provided the following student profile:

1. 72% of the Weekend College’s participants were
women compared with 51% of the total district
population

2. median age for the Weekend College students was
31, day students median age was 24.4, and evening

students median age was 29.8

3. 49.7% of those who responded attended no other
courses .
e in eferences:

Research indicates that there are a variety of scheduling
styles being used by colleges offering Weekend programs. In
referencing Wyly’s (1987) findings of the top 15 Weekend
Colleges in the United States, there are virtually no common
characteristics to the operation of the best 15 Weekend
Colleges.

Marvin Bobes (1979) discussed how Wayne State University,
in its Weekend College, was a flexible model for conference
courses. The design was to provide students with short-term
intensive learning experiences. This included adapting
conference activities to a single multidisciplinary theme.

Robert Lee Boone (1983) reported on opinions held by
nontraditional students. In his findings a majority of the
respondents indicated that the time of day that classes were
offered had a direct impact on their enrolling and taking

credit courses.
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Joan Capp’s (1986) study of Somerset County College in
Sommerville, New Jersey revealed that 66% of those students
interested in Weekend Programs preferred classes to be
scheduled in five to eight week sessions.

Ebony (1976) reported on scheduling practices in an
article on Mundelein College in Chicago. The article revealed
that classes meet every third weekend and weekend living in
the college’s dormitory was a requirement. -

Carol Mishler and Frederick Moss (1985) discuss
scheduling practices at Wisconsin University Green Bay Campus.
In their study of 158 Saturday students they found Saturday
students preferred morning class times but would enroll in
afternoon Saturday classes if offered.

It appears that the scheduling practices of Weekend
Programs across the United States depends upon a variety of
factors. Factors such as the
socioeconomic level of the community/students, availability of
living/eating facilities and the ability of the institution to
support Weekend Programming with appropriate services play an
important role in potential scheduling schemes.

iculu eferences:

As Dean East indicated (1991), the curriculum determines
the success of a weekend college. Dean East believes the
curriculum should appeal to the interest of adult learners in
the following areas: general education, skills, special

interests, courses with a professional focus, one-credit
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courses, and courses that satisfy degree requirements.

Large numbers of adult learners seem to be attracted to
skill courses. Examples of such courses are English
composition, sign language, speech, accounting, computers,
journalism, mathematics, and foreign language. East and Baker
(1982) discuss the successes of teaching Spanish in both the
week-end college and the Learn & Shop (shopping centers)
format. The success of introductory Geography classes at the
Weekend College at 1Indiana University Purdue University
Indianapolis is discussed by East and Bein (1981).

Special interest classes, which in many parts of the
country are seen as non-credit or 1life-long 1learning
components, have a large popularity among weekend learners,
East (1991). Programs such as women’s programs, ethnic
history, painting/drawing, and special focus issues such as
taxation are samples of such special interest classes.

Courses and degrees with a professional focus are
popular. Included in this category are undergraduate and
graduate offerings in business, engineer/technology, criminal
justice, nursing, social work, and education. The New York
Times (1976) reported on a special two year Masters of
Management program initiated by Northwestern University
Graduate School of Management, offered on weekends. Davis
(1984) reported on the Weekend College at the College of Notre
Dame of Maryland. The program, a baccalaureate program for

registered nurses, discussed the availability of flexible
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scheduling, and the design of the curriculum to meet the needs
of the students to obtain their degree by attending on the
week-ends.

At the Western Speech Association convention (1984), a
paper was presented outlining Pikes Peak Community College’s
approach to the weekend college concept. In 1981 Pikes Peak
Community College initiated, through continuing education, a
"Weekend College" for communications classes. The faculty and
the administration identified several advantages (1984):

1. Classes would be held in existing facilities
allowing for minimal additional financial
outlay

2. Weekend classes did not take students away
from week day classes, but actually added
students to the total enrollment

3. The Weekend schedule provided for the special
needs of reqularly enrolled students

4. Weekend scheduling allowed for flexibility for
full time and part time faculty

According to an article by Robert Corya (1983), Indiana
University Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) is believed
to be the largest Weekend College in the world. At the time
of the article IUPUI, offered 97 courses in 37 subject areas.
A sample of the programs offered include curriculum in eight
degree/certificates which can be earned entirely through the

Weekend Program. Degrees include Masters of Science in
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Elementary Education, Associate and Bachelor of General
Studies, Associate of Arts, Certificate of Business Studies,
and Certificate of Labor Law.

It appears that the variety of program offerings has a
high relationship to the perceived needs of the community. If
those needs are acknowledged the chances of a Weekend Program
being successful are increased.

Oakland Community College

To gain a perspective on the changing environment within
the college district, an analysis is needed of the demographic
and enrollment trends of the residents of Oakland County and
the students attending Oakland Community College.

Oakland Community College is an urban based two year
institution chartered in 1964 by the electorate of oOakland
County Michigan. Classes began at two campus sites with an
opening enrollment of 3,860 students in the fall of 1965. By
the fall of 1989 OCC had expanded to five campuses with
several extension centers. The enrollment at Oakland
Community College in the fall of 1991 reached 29,084 (1). The
previously mentioned enrollment figure includes only students
enrolled in at 1least one course creditable towards a
degree/award.

The primary population served by Oakland Community
College reside within Oakland County. For the purposes of
this study 1985 will be used as the base year for population

and enrollment analysis. The statistics presented in this
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section are provided by the Oakland County Planning Office,
and Oakland Community College District as summarized in the
James D. MacConnell and Associates, Inc. study 1986.
emographic ends:

In comparing 1985 population figures and those projected
for 1995 there is a strong indication that there will be a
stable population for the next decade in Oakland County (See
Table 1). Most sex/age groups show moderate changes.

Table 1.
1985 -1995 Population Profile Oakland County Michigan
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The following trends indicate:
1. Increases projected in the 35 and over age group.
2. Slight increase is projected for the 0-14 group.
3. Decreases are projected for the 15-34 age group.
Information on specific age groups is presented in the
next table Oakland County Population By Age 1985, 1990, 1995
(See Table 2). The first two groups, age 0-14 and 15-17, are
pre-college age; the next two groups 18-19 and 20-24 are high
college participation age groups; the remaining groups are

considered to be low to marginal participation groups.

Table 2.
OAKLAND COUNTY POPULATION BY AGE 1985, 1990, AND 1995

1985 1990 1995

Age Group No. % No. % No. %

0-14 242463 22.77 245124 22.05 247812 21.37
15-17 58379 5.48 57935 5.21 57422 4.95
18-19 38920 3.66 38624 3.47 38281 3.30
20-24 88926 8.35 86174 7.75 83299 7.18
25-34 174662 16.41 169237 15.22 163591 14.11
35-49 200303 18.81 229797 20.67 260048 22.42
50-64 160908 15.11 172402 15.51 184068 15.87
65 + 100103 9.40 112406 10.11 125254 10.80
Total 1064664 100.00 1111699 100.00 1159775 100.00

The following trends indicate;
1. The 0-14 age group is projected to increase
slightly in size and decrease slightly as a percent

of the total population from 1985-1995.
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2. The 15-17 and the college age groups are projected
to decrease in size and as a percent of the
population.
3. All age groups over 35 are projected to increase in
size and as a percent of the total population.

4. County population will increase by 95,111.

In summary, Oakland County is projected to experience
moderate grawth over the next ten years. The growth will be
centered in older age groups.

ENROLLMENT TRENDS 1985-1995

The focus of this section will be to identify trends in
enrollment patterns at Oakland Community Colleges five
campuses using three major variables; age, gender, and
enrollment status.

Oakland Community College District Enrollment by Age and
Sex Fall 1985, shows the majority of the enrollment in 1985 is
female (58%). The 18-34 year old age groups make up 82% of
the Districts enrollment. Finally, the largest age-sex group
represented is 25-34 year old females (See Table 3). Table 3,
provides a breakdown of female and male enrollment by age
groups. The information includes head count and percent of

total enrollment in each group.
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Table 3.
Fall 1985 Oakland Community College District Enrollment
by Sex and Age

FEMALE MALE TOTAL
Age Group No. % No. % No. 2
18-19 4028 0.15 3671 0.14 7699 0.29
20-24 3645 0.14 3302 0.12 6947 0.26
25-34 4449 0.17 2997 0.11 7446 0.28
sub 18-34 12122 0.45 9970 0.37 22092 0.82
35-49 3031 0.11 1178 0.04 4209 0.16
50-64 417 0.02 173 0.01 590 0.02
65+ 26 0.00 18 0.00 44 0.00
sub 35+ 3474 0.13 1369 0.05 4843 0.18
Total 15596 0.58 11339 0.42 26935 100.00

The following information was obtained from the Michigan
Department of Education report on Michigan Community and
Junior Colleges enrollment data profile April 1991 (See Table
4). The Fall 1990 District Enrollment figures indicate the
total growth in terms percentages of male to female to be very
similar to the 1985 enrollment data. Percentages by age
groups also are very much as those of 1985. The major
difference is between the total student population.

Table 4.
Fall 1990 Oakland Community College District Enrollment

by Sex and Age

Female Male Total
Age Group No. % No. % No. R
18-20 4178 0.14 3858 0.13 8036 0.28
21-25 3917 0.13 3470 0.12 7387 0.26
26-34 4430 0.15 2964 0.10 7394 0.26
Sub 18-34 12525 0.44 10293 0.36 22818 0.81
35-49 2660 0.09 1101 0.04 3761 0.13
50-64 987 0.03 349 0.01 1336 0.04
65+ 29 0.00 24 0.00 53 0.00
Unknown 48 0.00 53 0.00 101 0.00
Sub 35+ 3724 0.13 1527 0.05 525 0.

Total 16249 0.57 11820 0.42 28069 100.0
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In comparing the 1985 enrollment figures, the projected
growth patterns predicted by the MacConnell Study, and the
fall 1990 District enrollment trends,
the following can be concluded:
1. The trend of steady growth in total
enrollment and aging student body is
occuring.
2. Female enrollment increased in total
numbers maintaining relatively the same
percentage in 1990 as 1985.
3. Male enrollment decreased in ‘total
numbers maintaining relatively the same
percentage in 1990 as 1985.
4. Both men and women in the 35+ age
brackets increased in total numbers while
maintaining relatively the same
percentage in 1990 as 1985.
The total enrollment at Oakland Community College for the Fall
1991 term reached 29,084 students. The average age of the students
enrolled for the Fall 1991 term was 29.7. The largest age group,
the 1818-22 year old, represented 40% or 10,920 while the 53 and
older age group represented the smallest number of students 426 or
1.6% of the total population of Oakland Community College. On a
college wide basis 3 out of 5 or 58% of the student body was
female. The following data on student gender and age by campus for

the Fall 1991 term displays the ratio varies greatly by campus (See



e 5).  More€

=ege student

smtistics are C

Studer

1

t2urn Hills
Female
Male

Subtota]
ihland Lakes

Female
¥ale

Subtotal

Tharg Ridge
Female
Male

—Jot gy
<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>