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THE RISE OF MARK HANNA
An Abstract

Marcus Alonzo Hanna (1837-1904) first attracted
national attention as the manager of William McKinley's
cazpalgn for the Republican presidential nomination in
1896, His success then and subsequently as chairman of
the natlional committes during the campalgn against Willlam
J. Bryan made Hanna a "legend in his own time," a partisan
power feared and disliked by the opposition as "Dollar
Mark" Hanna while admired by many Republicans as "Uncle
Mark," their victorious field commander,

Iwo book~length efforts, one by Herbert Croly in
1912 and the other by Thomas Beer in 1929, have preceded
the present study, which traces his career through the
olection of 1896, Here the purpose has been to sift out
the ascertainable facts of his 1life and with them to test
Some of the commonly received images and legends of Hanna's
rise to power, Considerable attentlon 1s given to his
sarly 1ife and business career, for here was shaped in
greal part the political outlook of later years. His
Successive alliances with political leaders Joseph B.
Foraker, John Shermen, and William McKinley are examined
¢tlosely, for i1t was Hanna's exchange of loyalties and
%rvices with each of these men that brought him gradually
Into the mainstream of national party history. His re-
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lationship with Foraker soured in 1888 into a lifelong
factional rivalry, He served Sherman in the years 1884
to 1892 much as he later did his second hero, McKinley,
Hanna's friendship with McKinley 1s seen as a closely
personal as well as political one in which the candidate
vas the dominant partner,

His role in these years was limited by cholce to
managing and promoting the campalgns of others for office,
He was a machine boss with the difference that he was hilse
own machine, In local Cleveland politics his power was
never firm even within the party. In the state he was
thwarted outside his own northern section, and sometimes
even within it, by Foraker, In the nation he was unknown
until he fought his way to victory in 1896 hand in hand
with McKinley, Yet that victory was doubly slgniflcant,
It made him the symbol of both the economic and the po-
litical power of the dominant business interests of his
time, Literally, as manager, and figuratively, as a mlne
operator, banker, and induetrialist, Hanna contributed
decisively to making McKinley president,

SBome of the sources used were unavailable to earlier
blographers or have been overlooked by recent scholars,
Manuscript collections include the surviving papers of

Hanna, Foraker, Sherman, McKinley, Charles Dick, Charles

G, Dawes, and others,
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PREFACE

A preface I understand to be a modern name for the old
"puthor's Apology." This will not be an apology in the
sense of an expression of regrets, for that would seem
hypocritical. I leave it to the reader to express his own
regrets. But an apology can also mean a defense of a doc~-
trine or belief, and that would be in order here. Even if
the significance of the subject undertaken in these pages
is granted, there already exists a fair body of literature
on it that includes two book-length efforts at biography.
It would hardly suffice for the scholar to depend simply on
the "endless fascination" of the story he wants to retell.
Something more substantial is wanted.

In the spring of 1957, while opening the papers of
George W, Perkins and organizing them for another purpose,
1 came across a group of letters to Perkins from Marcus A,

- Hanna, then senator from Ohio. Many of them dealt in a
seemingly frank and earnest way with the critical anthra-
cite coal strike of 1902. Immediately on reading them my
Previously simple notion of what the man was like came un-
stuck, Far from sounding like the "putlic-be-damned" manip-
ulator of rarties and presidents, here he was putting to
Paper such sentiments as these: "I have investigated the

ii
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charges in regard to Mitchell's drinking --John Mitchell
vas leading the miners! strike-- which as I supposed are
infernal lies. It is a shame to start such stories to in-
jure a man who i1s desirous of having the confidence of even
the men who are fighting him." And later in the same let-
ter: "Certainly there has been enough wagte in the strike
thus far to satisfy everybody that both sides are in dead
earpest. Now is it not time to consider the public and
other interests that are"innocent sufferers." Hanna, who
was himself financially interested in Ohio coal mines,
talking of "waste," the "public interest," and "innocent
sufferers?" But here was more: "There is some investiga-
tion going on quietly in regard to the responsibility of
the Anthracite RR's under the Sherman Act. But I cannot
trace it to the White House or Atty Genl. One good atty
told me he had no doubt that it was the clearest case that
could be made--a better example than the 'Merger' or 'Beef
trust, 1wl Hanna, whose advice to "let well enough alone"
and "stand pat" had keynoted the second McKinley campaign
vas calmly considering the prospects of using the Sherman
antitrust Act against business combinations? Apparently
%0, for he had mentioned it in another letter as well.? 1In

8 third letter of the same series he barks back at Perkins,

1
. Hanna to Perkins, June 9, 1902, George W. Perkins
Papers, Michigan State University Library, East Lansing.

2
Same to same, May 8, 1902, ibid.
111
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a partner of J. P. Morgan, for having said in effect that
ne (Hanna) had seemed to lose his enthusiasm for mediating
the strike. "No wonder when I am treated as I am by men
in NY who in a general way I have been serving for six
years, I am getting tired of it and were it true that I
wvas serving a political ambition I would have made a speech
today on 'capital and labor'! that would have given Baer
Truesdale & Co. something to think about. [George Baer of
the Reading and William H. Truesdale of the Lackawanna were
among the intransigent railroad-mine operators.] I was
urged to speak at Chicago, Pitts., & about 20 other places
to the labor assemblys But [g_;Lg] declined them all because
as you know the tension over the coal strike is at the
linit,"3 And there was more of the same.

These were the off-the-record sentiments of the man
vhose face was serving the hostile cartoonists of the day
a8 their live model for the bloated figure of "The Trusts."
What could account for this apparent attack of statesmanship
In the politician? Or was he a politician? More questions

arose. Soon I was toying with the idea of attempting a

blography of the man. Since I was locking for a doctoral

dissertation topic anyway, perhaps I could fulfill that
obligation and at the same time try out the prescription

for an education once offered by Hendrik Willen van Loon,

3same to same, undated (ca. June, 1902), ibid.
iv
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who said that when his curiosity was attracted by a new
subject he lmew nothing about, he found that the best way
to study it was to write a book about it., First, however,
I had to be sure that I was not alone in my ignorance. 1
looked into what his biographers had written of Hanna.

The standard source was Herbert Croly's Marcus Alonzo
Happa, His Life and Work, published in 1912. Croly, I
found, had answers to offer on many points. And he seemed
to have drawn on a considerable body of sources. At the
same time, he often failed to convince. He was overly de-
fensive, it seemed to me, and he failed to cite in most in-
stances the sources from which he drew his arguments. In
short, he dealt with a controversial figure without con-
sistently presenting his material in such a way as to help
settle the controversies, I suspected that he had written

under subsidy from the family, and later found that this

vas the case.l' Then too, I wondered how much more might be

L’315,955.'5.2 was noted as paid for "biography" in the
Hanna estate bnok., Doubtless much of this went for research
conducted by James B, Morrow, but his work contributed to
'Xhe final result as it was turned over to Croly. See
1rt:hm' Young & Co., comp., "Marcus A. Hannaj Report Cover-
ng Transactions of the Executors with the Estate and of the
158- Ruth"Hanna McCormick Trust, for Period from February
todube e (typed MS.), copy in Ohio Historical Society,

F0 mbus, Hanna's brother-in-law, the historian James

ord Rhodes, wrote a friend after Croly's book appeared
Saying that some of its inaccuracies "might have been cor-
rected I think had L. C. [Leonard C. Hanna, Mark's brother]
heen accustomed to read proof carefully."” He also noted,
ft;\iever, that he believed "L. C. was not entirely satis-

ed with 1t ang Hloward] Melville [Mark's other brother]

criticized it severely." Quoted in John A. Garraty, The

v
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added to the story if a new biog rapher were wiliing to
gsearch through the availa®le peperc of many of Eanna's con-
terporaries. Nineteen hunared anc twelve was a long tine
ago, and if Croly's book hed the advantazge cf a close-up
view, perhaps a fresh etternpt might win sore of the advan-
tages of perspective. Finally, I concluded that whatever
Croly hed to s2y he said verbtosely and clw:sily. If I could
not vrite better than that, at least I could hardly do worse.
llext I went to Thomas Beer's Hanna, published in 1929.
Here the discussion might shift to the present tense, for
though Beer himself has heen dead for twenty years, his book
is nothing if not 1lively. 1In fairness to him it must he
noted that he does not offer it as an orthodox biorrapihy,
out es an extended informal essay on the political life of
the period with l.ark Hanna as his protagonist. Deer's
virtues ere immediately epparent: he searches restlessly
for insights end interoretations, and when he thinks he has
found cne he pouncss on it hard. I'eanwhile he entertains
vith a proudly sparkling stvle that never misses the twist
of en anecdote or the spice of an exclamatory quotation.
And if his resesrch is spotty, he brings up some fresn

material, The historian who reads Beer, hovicver, is soon

Barber ang the Historian, The Correspondence of Georre £,

SI°rs and James Ford Rhodes, 1910-1923 (Colwmbus, Ohio
HistorIca

; cal Socic ty, 1950), p. 19. From the estate renort
d;love and other socurces it appears that Hanna's chil:ren
¢10se Croly to do the writing.

Vi



avare that he is not reading the work of a fellow historian,
tut the work of an esthete trying desperately to hammer his
recalecitrant subject into an epic work of art., The artistry
is self=conscious, cocky, almost breathless in its effort
to impress. At times, it does impress, for Beer can see the
irony of a situation, highlight an image and polish a sym-
bol with telling effect. He does show insight, if not the
detachment he pretends. ("I prefer Hanna as a subject as
I might negligibly prefer Grunewald to Botticelli, . . ."
PX. )o His good father, it must be remembered, was one
of Hanna's confidential agents for a number of years.
Then too, the quality of his sources--which means to
4 great extent the strength of his foundations--is diffi-
cult to evaluate. Only rarely does he cite authority for
& statement in such a way that it could be checked., Inter-
views are casually alluded to in the text and then not
listeq among those acknowledged. Some of the most fre-
qently cited interviews and documents are associated with
Strange names that are never properly introduced. Most
Wfortunate, though not entirely through his fault, the
extremely, valuable portion of the papers of his father re-
hting to the book--his one important fresh source--has
stnce been lost, though the irrelevant remainders are care-
fully housed in a university library.
Beer.:": the historian, the initial and final impression of
Ork are the same--a distrust of his scholarship

vii




pixed with a reluctant admission that his self-esteem is in
part justified by the shrewdness of his insights.

Perhaps what was needed, I concluded, was a straight-
forward, unhurried, critical biography of the private and
public Mark Hanna that would be based on a fresh review of
vhat is known, or thought to be known, of his lifej that
would sift out and present whatever might .interest those
curious to learn what sort of man he was, what he did in
his time--and did not do--and, so far as possible, why he
did vhat he did. He has certain obvious claims to the his-
torlan's attention: he was a successful businessman in the
important fields of transportation, utilities, mining and
banking. His business career proceeded at a pace and in a
Place that reflected something of the economic history of
his time. He had a political career that invites the stu-
dent of leadership to explain his rise as manager, pro-
mter, boss and senator. And he had close political as-
Sociates of importance in their own right: Sherman, Foraker,
YcKinley and Roosevelt. A close look at their relationships
vith Hanna might tell something worthwhile of them. Again,
in his later years he made a reputation as an advocate of
Y8 an¢ meapns to industrial peace. For a man of his back-
growns to concern himself seriously and successfully with
1abor T®lations other than his own was a novelty. A look
“* the °Tigins and nature of that novelty might reveal

viii
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something unsuspected in the possibilities of that situa-
tion at the turn of the century.

In his own time Hanna became the symbol of & new power
of business in politics. This too, raises questions of
interest to the biographer. Public symbols are made rather
than born, so one question becomes who made a symbol of
Mark Hanna? Orvr, if there were more than one, who created
the several symbols? And what validity do they have for
the historian who wants to simplify the history of the
period by focussing on its key figures--its "™movers and
shakers™? This last problem may always be one like "The
Final Problem" of Sherlock Holmes, and send the hero who
attempts it tumbling over the cliff grappling with another
Professor Moriarty. But the question is an old one and
vill doubtless be revived. If the present study provides
3 firmer foundation for later evaluations=--if it narrows
Somewhat the range of disagreements--it will have con-
tributeqd sSomething. Sherlock Holmes, after all, was not
finally k111ed in that harrowing struggle with his nemesisj
his guardiapn and creator, Dr. Doyle, let him live to detect
%2in another day.

The nine chapters that follow constitute only the first
Part of g full-length biography, though they have a unity
" their own as the story of the rise of Mark Hanna. The
marrative ends as he finds his place on the national scene.
His ‘ndidate has won the presidency in the election of

ix
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1896, and this, though outwardly he seems not to realize it

at the time, is the point of no return in his own career.

For the moment he is playing Cincinnatus. He has rescued

his fellow countrymen from their peril and will return now

to his peaceful and private pursuits. It is a brief inter-

lude, a short resting place in a life that seldom slowed
down at all until the last. For that reason it seems a
good place to stop with him and look back, as he must have

done privately, and look forward, as he would like to have

done,
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CHAPTER I
COUNTRY BOY AND CITY BOY

Marcus Alonzo Hanna as a man signed his name "M, A,
Hanna," @s if to suggest that the first two names meant
nothing in particular. Among friends, the lifelong nick-
name "Mark" would always suffice. But the name Hanna iden-
tifie¢ the man in important ways. It placed him as one of
& family for which he felt a sensible pride. Without be-
coming worshipful of family, he thought himself fortunate
to have been born and raised as he was. His origins were
not only an inescapable part of him; they were an agree-
able memory as well.

He was born inauspiciously enough on September 2u,

1837, in the small northeastern Ohio town of New Lisbon--
or simply Lisbon, as it has been known since 1895. As the
first-born son of Dr. Leonard and Samantha Converse Hanna,
he chose Pavents cf better than average endowments. Mark's
mother, who would be the stronger parental influence, was a
Vemont‘bo'r‘n former schoolteacher. Young, with a round,
flet face, she was unquestionably one of the better edu-
:lted Yomen of the community. This, together with an upper
Hddle class background that she carefully preserved in her

sy deft the young woman open to suspicions of being

1



2

a shade too aristocratic by 1£>cal standards. She was the
daughter of Porter Conve;se, who had been a lawyer in New
England and then a merchant after bringing his' family of
six out to the Western Reserve district of Chio in 1824,
Both her father and mother-~the former Rhoda Howard--had a
respectable background of largely English stock, and when
they moved to the West they did so in good order and some
style. Daughter Samantha was soon equipped for a position
teaching school, and ventured from her Geauga County home

down to New Lisbon, three counties to the south and east.

(n September 10, 1835, she married Leonard Hanna, a young
Physiclan from one of the leading local families.l

Hanna had long been a name of some importance in this
fl°‘u'i3hing young county seat of better than 1,200 popula-
Hon, Markesg great-grandfather Robert, who died two months

———

in thiUnless otherwise noted, the facts of family history
The Boo chapter are taken from M. Josephine Smith, ed.,
;;1?37"8‘1‘ of Benjamin Hanna, His Children and Their Descend-
av\auableVeland, privately printed, 1938). Copies are
Histo ile in the Library of Congress, the Western Reserve

. pg cal Society, the Cleveland Public Library, and in
ceSCPisgeSsion of various members of the Hanna family. For
¥eCool” %Ons of Samantha Converse Hanna, see Henry C.
195 19’6-&- e Senator, A Threnody (Philadelphia, 1905), pp.
Jameg ) Thomas Beer, Hapna (N. Y., 1929), pp. 22, 23;
and Mjgg gol‘row interview with Mrs, Samuel Prentiss Baldwin
pers, i, ©len Converse, Cleveland, Chio, 1905, Hanna pa-

1 POSsession of Mrs. Garvin Tankersley, Bethesda,

s This interview by Morrow, once editor of the
Leader, is one of a series he conducted while
ma terial for the biography of Hanna later written

Toly.



it 4

DRSS
e uvive o

- e e

g tiee-
aw o

..
D
L
)
[N



before the boy was born, had come there as the pioneer of
the family in 1801. He had arrived in the New World as a
boy from north Ireland, and was the first of the Hannas to
join the Quaker faith. To Mark, he was only a respected
memory, but his second son, Benjamin, was a respected pres-
ence, Grandfather Benjamin Hanna was of the kind that im-
presses youngsters., He was a big, burly man, the sire and
mster of seven equally tall, husky sons. He was the patri-
arch of the New Lisbon family. In his younger days, grand-
father ha¢ accumulated his first capital by clearing tracts
of virgin land for the new arrivals. Since then he had
built up a prosperous wholesale grocery and warehouse bus-
Iness in town., Meanwhile he married a bright but un-
schooled Young Quaker girl named Rachel Dixon, recently

come over from southwestern Pennsylvania. The roster of
their thirteen children recalls something of the lost art
°f personal nomenclature: Joshua, Leonard, Levi, Zalinda,
Robert, Tryphena and Tryphosa (twins), Rebecca, Thomas,
Ama, Benjamin, Kersey and Elizabeth. Most of them would
leaq long and useful lives. One of them, Kersey, would
owlive his famous nephew by five years, and so have an

°PPottunity to tell curious biographers how it was with
the 1n the o014 days.2

——

2 .
botp Cibrrow interview with Kersey Hanna and H., M., Hanna,
eveland, 1905, both in Hanna papers.



The second eldest of these would become Mark's father.
leonard had many of the physical features that reappeared
in the son: the wide-set, piercing brown eyes, the wide
mouth, large ears, and a pair of surprisingly small, taper-
ing hands. He had been the only one of the seven sons to
have received any education beyond what was locally avail=-
able and necessary for business purposes. After due pre-
paration in a provincial colleg=s, he had attended Rush
Medical College in Philadelphia and then returned to enter
practice at home.

Whether his accident occurred prior to his marriage or
soon afterward is uncertain, but it was at about this time
that Dr, Hanna was thvown fr-~m his horse and injured in a
way that eventually resulted in his death. His son Mel,
Wow om interest in medicine makes him perhaps the best
vitness, told many years later that

* e o« his spine was hurt but the injury was thought

to be slight. Later, however, he began to have

agonizing headaches at the base of his brain.
became necessary to keep hot cloths on the

back of his neck for hours at a time, cloths so

hot that my mother could scarcely touch them with

her hands, The headaches continued until there

was a surgical operation and some of the nerves

of the neck were cut. After that my father had

N0 more pain . . . but there was a steady decline

in his health and he died in 1862 from a de-
géneration of the tissue of the medulla.3

————

vith 3Morrow interview with H, M. Hannaj his interviews
€rsey Hanna and Leonard C. Hanna, Cleveland, 1905,
*y 8ive slightly varying accounts.
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One of the first consequences of Leonard's accident was the
abandonment ~f his medical practice. The children always
knew their father in the vole of merchant in the family
grocery, wholesale and warehouse business.

Mark was the eldest son, but Gertrude preceded him and
Howard Melville ("Mel"), Salome, Seville, Leonard Colton
and Lillian followed in that order.u In common they shared
an ancestry that could already be called "old stock" Ameri-
can, Of all the strains it included, Mark was to be most
conscious of the Scotch-Irish, perhaps because of the fam-
ily name. One of his references to his relationship with
his friend President McKinley years later has often been
2oted. Remarking on their differences in temperament, he
concluded that McKinley had got more of the Scot and he

more of the Irish in the ccmbinat:!,on.5 But American family
e ————————

s F“‘In more detail, they were Helen Gertrude (Mrs. Henry

M;lAubbell) 1836-1891; Marcus Alonzo (1837-1904)3; Howard

widville (1él+o-1921); Salome Marla (Mrs, George W, Chapin,
owed in 1884, remarried to Jay Wyman Jones, 1886),

n 151907; Seville Samantha (Mrs. James Pickands, widowed

16 96, remarried to Jay C. Morse in 1899), 18%&-1927;

Preni;‘d Colton, 1850-1919; Lillian Converse (Mrs. Samuel
Ntiss Baldwin), 1852-1938.

¢
" io‘Marcus A, Hanna, "William McKinley as I Knew Him,"
ftion azine XV (Jan. 1902), 410, ~This and other
actualis attributed to Hanna in the same magazine were
from sty ghostwritten by the editor, Joe Mitchell Chapple,
by Hann:mgl’aphers' notes. Afterward they were approved
lang, 1 « See Morrow interview with Elmer Dover, Cleve-
» 1905, Hanna papers.
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names are notoriously poor indicators of blood lines. A
conservative estimate based on what is known of his ances-
try proportions his nationality background at two-thirds
English, one-twelfth each of "Scotch-Irish" (i.e., Scott-
ish, via Ulster) and Welsh, and an undetermined remaining
sixth probably mostly Dutch and Huguenot French, the last
coming through the Converse line. Friends who remarked in
later years that as a man Hanna had the appearance of an
English country squire spoke more wisely than they knew.

As a boy, Mark was a spunky one from the start, but no
rebels His own home and those in his neighborhood com-
Prised a world that allowed him to grow, at least in the
approved directions, while it allowed him to be a boy and
get his face dirty. School could be tolerated while it
lasted. After the final bell rang, his teacher had no fur-
ther authority over his coming and going even if she was
his mother's first cousin. In any event, teachers came
and vent, but the boys of the Sheep Hill crowd were a de-
Pencable 1ot who would stick together, so it seemed, for-
®%t. There were his brothers, of course, but nearly as
tlose as brothers were such pals as Joe Kelly, Alf Thomp-
0, Frank Roach, Andy Mclain, Shed, Anse and Henry McCook,
Frank Richards, Ed Pentecost and Jimmy Robertson. In the
$pring when chores were done they could get up a ball game
handball, hatpall or townball--any kind. Or work up some

N



stunts for a circus over at the McCooks'! stable. When they
varmed up in the summertime there was the cool seclusion of
the Big Rocks pool down behind the old factory dam. When
it rained there were soapstone moulds to prepare reinforce-
ments in for the lead soldiers that battled across the
floors as Mexicans and Americans or Whites andéd Indians. In
the winter there would be another go at sledding down Mar-
ket Street hill, and more snowball fights with the crowd
from Carroll's school up on Green Hill. There was plenty

to do, and there were friends to join in. But when old

‘_.
“,

Chambers rang the town curfew bell at nine the day was
6

over,

The home Mark returned to was a comfortable, well-
ordered place that his father had had built the year the
boy vas born, It was a sturdy white frame structure with a
porch, four chimneys, and a style of trimwork that sug-
8ested approval of the Greek Revival fashion. There were
SIX small rooms on the main floor and additional sleeping
Warters above, The furniture had a polish that reflected

1ts eastern origins, and the fenced-in yard boasted
\-

6
detauThe curfew was for children only. This and other
cCooks of names and games in this paragraph ave from
2% 236%4 Sepator, pp. 200, 201, 218, 220, 228-230, 233,
D 199 * On Hanna's conflicts with teachers, see ibid.,
» and Morrow interview with Kersey Hanna.
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shrubbery that may also have come over the mountains.” The
pistress of the house kept order. Though no tyrant, ac-
cording to all recollections she was a woman of consider-
able "executive ability." It was mother's firm New England
voice that most often set the bounds of decorum and duty in
the home.8

She needed to be firm with Mark. There is a daguer-
reotype of him at about the age of fourteen that illus-
trates graphically what his Uncle Kersey Hanna meant when
he said later that the boy was "very strenuous in the mat-
ter of having his own rights."9 He sits straight up in
his dark coat and plaid vest; his big bow tie is in place

over the wide collar of his white shirt. His thick light
e ——

7in early painting of the house is reproduced in
Croly, , opp. P. 18. A photograph of it at nearly
seventy years of age is reproduced in McCook, Sepator,
ﬁgp- P. 118, See Croly's comments (Hanpa, p. 18) and
Hrrow interview with Mrs., Samuel Prentiss Baldwin and
‘nsts Helen Converse. Hanna was not born in this house, but
. the combined store and dwelling on the public square
gdc ured in Croly, Hanna, opp. p. 8. William B. McCord,
als Hstory of Columbiana Countv, Ohio (Chicago, 1905)
and reproduced a picture of this building (opp. p. 1175
Points out the room.

8
See citations in note 1, on Samantha Hanna.

vepm:mrmw interview with Kersey Hanna. The picture is

tn Mccuce«‘. in Smith, ed., Benia Banna, p. 160, and

bes“:;% The Senator, opp. p. 88, with the figure of Mel

v ‘15 M cropped away. The earliest known likeness of

Prodye (,an awkwardly handled painting of him with Mel re-
e¢ In Croly, B , OP7. p. 22, and Smith, ed.,

of hig , P. 159. The best collection of gictures
at different ages is in ibid., pp. 159-168.




brown hair has just been combed again. That much was posed
for him. The broad oval face that suggests more weight be-
low it than his slim body actually carried, the oversize
ears, the large, brown eyes like buttons, the straight,
broad nose and firm mouth--all these he had inherited from
his father. But perhaps the facial expression was one he
chose for himself, and if he meant it to say that he was a
boy who knew his own mind and that that mind was set on
becoming a man in short order, he succeeded.

By mid-century the world beyond New Lisbon was grad-
wlly filtering through to the boy's consciousness. Some-
times he could see it in the classroom, but it came by way
of his father and through the local boys' debating society
aswell. His schooling was a routine affair. It offered--
Ot rather it drilled into him--the mechanics of reading,
vriting and arithmetic. Copy=-book maxims from Poor Rich-
ud's Almapac, Pope's Essay of Man and the Book of Proverbs
88V it the prescribed flavor of moral training. The boy
kept Up, but there is no report that he ever chose his New
Lisbon classroom as a place to display the full intensity
°f his compe titive spirit.10 Nor was he awakened then or
1% to an interest in the abstractions of the intellect-
ally curious, The men he thought of as scholars were more
M Crane than to the Greek philosophers.

10,,
YeCook, The Sepator, pp. 205, 206.

7747\
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Politics, however, was very much the concern cf a boy
vho aimed at becoming a man among men. The successful ora-
tor was a man to be respected in New Lisbon. Who initiated
the idea of a boy's debating club is unknown, but in Jan-
uary, 1850, the Polyadelphian (or "Pollydelphian," as its
first secretary spelled it) Society made its appearance
vith a long constitution and a short debate on "Was the
¥exican War a justified one?' (They ruled it was not.)

Yark, at thirteen, was one of the younger members, but he
soon took his part and eventually was elected secretary for
two terms.ll

Unfortunately, the available vrecords fail to indicate
hov his teams fared or to which sides he was assigned on the
following questions, but a listing of them and the juries’
decisions may suggest something of the confidence and ser-
lousness that engaged these boys: "Should flogging be abol=-
lshed in the navy?" (yes); "Should the United States take
4y part in the Hungarian struggle for liberty?" (yes);
"Will the conquest of Upper California and New Mexico re-
St in more good than evil?" (yes); "Have the Negroes
ToTe cause for complaint against the Whites than the In-
“ans?"  (on tnis question, Mark is said to have taken the

si
de of the Negro and won)j; "Should women be allowed to

\
11
Ibid., pp. 211-213.
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vote?" (yes)., It was probably at the conclusion of the
last debate that girls were permitted to join the club.l2
Hanna was not the only name of later consequence among
the alumni of the Polyadelphian Club. Two of the boys men-
tioned earlier were of the family of "Fighting McCooks" of
Civil War fame. Thirteen of them served as officers, of
whom seven were generals by the War's end. Among Mark's
friends were Anson, who came out of the war a general and
later served three terms in Congress from New Yorkj Roder-
ick Sheldon, who went to Annapolis; and Henry, who was a
chaplain in uniform and later as a Presbyterian minister
Wrote treatises on natural history and a book of reminis-
ténces of his boyhood days with Mark in New Lisbon. The
future senator also knew two of the other brothers, one of
vhom became minister to Hawaii and governor of Colorado,
and the other a clergyman and professor of modern languages
in Connecticut.13 The Hannas and the McCooks kept up their
farly friendships to some extent in later years, and Mark's
Pride in their deeds may help explain his pride in his own

Scotch-Irish background.
M

ter 1212;1.; Croly, Happa, pp. 23, 24, quoting from a let-

Heg of Anson J. McCook to W. W. Armstrong written in 1892,

B 00k then owned the surviving portion of the minute book.
Ny McCook also saw it, and reproduces two pages from it

Hanna's hand. See his The Senator, fol. p. 60.
13M°C°rd, ed., Colugbiana County, pp. 246, 247.
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His father also set the boy an example of concern with
politics. He was an anti-slavery Whig and a prohibitionist
vhen neither cause was locally fashionable. As a campaign
orator he had taken the stump in 1839 and later apparently
vith some success. The family later asserted that he had
been compared as a speaker with Thomas Corwin, which was a
compliment, and that he went on tour once with Edwin M.
Stanton in a series of joint debates.l)"' He never ran for
C°nsl‘ess, despite his brother's later claims to the contrary,
but he may have been offered the nomination. If so, it was
8 doubtful honor. Columbiana county elected Democrats in
fre=Civil War years., More than that, it was a seed bed of
"°°Pperheads," for there would be no more daring opponent
°f the Lincoln administration in the North than New Lisbon's
native son, Clement L. Vallandigham, who twice represented
the county in the state House of Representatives in the
forties,1> In the late forties, Dr. Hanna took up the
tuse of prohibition. For that matter, most of the family

Ud likewise., A reformed drunkard from Baltimore had passed
\

C. 1 ll’Morrow interviews with H, M. Hanna and with Leonard

of 1511}.11.; there is no record of his candidacy in files
the Steubenville Americap Union for 1842 or 1844+, which

g:li;’ was located in the same congressional district. The

184 known file of New Lisbon's Ohio Patriot begins in
2. Election returns are in W. Dean Burnham, i

1836-1892 (Baltimore, 1955), pp. 680, 681.
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through town in 1847 and left the Hanna's convinced. But
the Doctor's enthusiasm was less moralistic than medical.
His speeches on the subject were remembered above all for
their emphasis on the physiological damage to the imbiber.
Presumably it was about this time that his brother Levi shut
down the 1little brewery he had started shortly before. Cer=-
tainly it was then that Mark was given the fear of alcohol
that he was to carry with him for much of his li.fe.16

Mark's father was a dabbler in politics. He was neither
‘hcouraged by examples in his own family nor was he emulated
by any of his sons until years after his death, when Mark
alone of the three began to interest himself in local Cleve=-
land affairs. This was a family of business men, and at
the front of its collective mind throughout the forties was
the strictly business problem of making a success of the
Sandy and Beaver Canal Company, with Mark's grandfather

Benjahin Hanna as president.

——

0 16Morrow interviews with H. M. Hanna and Kersey Hanna.
0 Hanna and alcohol, see Thomas Knight, Tippecance...A

listory of the Hnm&n%z Club of Cleveland (Cleveland,
ari"&tely printed, 1940), p. °9, and Morrow interview with

'S, C, A, Hanna, Hanna papers. Mrs. Hanna--Mark's widow--
81d that his introduction to wine and whiskey was on phy-
:ician's orders when he was about forty years of age, and
bas Tteceived under protest. While these are admittedly
8sed witnesses, no contradictions to them have been noted

aeept in later political caricatures such as those noted

Y James Ford Rhodes, Ihe and Roosevelt Adminis-
krations, 1897-1909 (N. Y.I, 1922} po 6. Bhodes, who was

%;nna's brother-in-law and knew him well, also protests
¢ir untruth.
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The canal's history was a brief one and can be briefly
told. As it was planned when work started in late 1834, it
would link the Ohio River at the Pennsylvania border with
the north-south route of the Ohio Canal, which in turn con-
nected with Lake Erie. In doing this, the Sandy and Beaver
wuld pass through New Lisbon and, hopefully, return to its
merchants some reward for their daringly heavy investments
in it, Then came the panic and Depression of 1837. Work
halted, The company had to be reorganized and refinanced
In 18""5, but work was resumed and the next year saw barges
loaded with wool and pork floating eastward on the completed
Section between New Lisbon and the river. It was too late
to make any profits, however. Railroad competition was ap-
Pearing on all sides and bypassing the town in favor of its
rivals, Though Benjamin Hanna was no longer its president
after 1845, he and his sons were deeply involved in the
cnal company--to the extent of $200,000 according to one
memu‘y,l7

New Lisbon never collapsed in these years just before
nd after 1850, but its gradual sinking could be felt by
nyone who saw the increasing number of unrented stores

Sanding in decay along Market Street.18 The McCooks
~\--._.__..

l71401'row interview with Kersey Hanna, Hanna papers.

the 18McCook m&m p. 238. Census statistics show

edine in the county's population: 1840: 40,3003

i} 33,6005 1860: 32,000. Revival came after %11
r, vhen a pailroad did come to town.
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noticed, and departed for Steubenville. Vallandigham moved
to Dayton. The Hanna men, too, except for seventy-two year
old Benjamin, began looking for better prospects elsewhere.
Uncle Joshua, who had been in banking and insurance, left
for Pittsburgh.l9 Next to go were Mark's father and Uncle
Robert, who formed a partnership with another Quaker grocer,
Hiram Garretson, and struck out to the north for Cleveland
in April of 1852, They liked what they saw and stayed. 1In
the fall, Samantha and the children came up to their new
home , 20

The Hannas had grown up with New Lisbon and helped it
§r0W, but they had no desire to watch it die, They followed
Prosperity to Cleveland.

Cleveland offered above all that one essential to busi-
1ess success that New Lisbon had lacked: good transporta-
tlon, 1ts mushrooming population testified that others,

%00, had seen the promise of the city located at the termin-
Us of a canal reaching all the way down to the Ohio River
8 Portsmouth, and was at the same time both on the rail-
'08d route from Cincinnati to New York and in a position to

§T0W with an increasing traffic on the Great Lakes.
—————

(ppyy. Horace Mack, History of Columbiana Countv, Ohio . .
i "Hacelphia, 1879), pp. 112, 113; Morrow interview with
* M. Hanna, Hanna papers.

1852.2%0001;, The Sepator, p. 188, gives the date Oct. 6,
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All this the new partners in Hanna, Garretson and Com=-
pany could know as accomplished fact in 1852, As they
looked at the city itself, they saw the metropolis of the
Western Reserve, that great section of an earlier frontier
vhich had once been claimed by the state of Connecticut and
had been settled under its auspices. Cleveland was chosen
by nature to serve as the trading center between the New
York and New England sources of population and manufactures,
and the raw products of its own hinterland to the South
and Wast, Its people were typically transplanted New Eng-
landers; its place names often taken from Connecticut. Re-
turns of the 1850 census gave Cleveland a population of
17,000 out of 48,000 living in Cuyahoga County, but the
town was rapidly outgrowing this figure. Its broad streets
laid out in a grid pattern gave it a \/astern look, com-
Pred to its ancestors nearer the coast. But Cleveland was
beginning to loose its.careless youth after 1850. Not long
before the Hannas appeared residents were reading a notice
Posted by the town marshal ordering them to keep their hogs
ff the streets. In the year following the Hannas! ar-
‘1'1“1, a special vote authorized the council to begin con-
Sruction of a water works. And visitors were remarking on

the chapp of the many trees that had been planted around
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the public square and along the avenues. The "Forest City,"
proud Clevelanders called it.2l

In politics, this was decidedly a two-party battle-
ground, although in the early Fifties the Whigs had been
badly hurt by defections to the new splinter groups that
were soon to join in forming the Republican party. Thus
vhen a Democratic Clevelander, Reuben Wood, ran for gover-
nor in 1851, he received twelve hundred votes from the city,
but carried it only by a plurality, since over seven hun-
dres votes each went to the Whig and Free Democrat (Free
S011) candidates. Again in 1852 protest votes from former
Whigs may have been decisive in allowing the Democrats' can-
didates to win a plurality in the city.22 Symbolically,
this was also the year that Henry Clay died and the year
Vhen a Cleveland publisher brought out the first of many
¢ditions of Mrs. Stowe's book, Uncle Tom's Cabin. An old
anti-slavery Whig such as Dr. Hanna might feel encouragement
In this environment.

But for the children, life continued to center around
home, gchool and the streets and yards between them., Home

10w was a substantial brick edifice of the gothic variety

——

®lSee william G. Rose, Cleveland, the Making of a
: (Cleveland, 1950), pp. 221-231 for an introduction to
8 decade, and p. 245 ff, on events of 1852-1853.

2259
muel P, Orth, A History of Cleveland, Chio (2 vols,
Chicago, 1910), 1, 279, o ’
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on Prospect Street between Cheshire ancd Granger.23 School,
at first, was a new three-story building on nearby Brownell
Street and later a high school-=the only one in Cleveland
at the time--on Euclid Avenue near Erie Street.z"" Here the
boy was to meet a new group of chums that among other later
friends included the Rockefeller brothers.

John Rockefeller was two years Mark's junior, but the
two boys were thrown together in the small school and app-
arently grew fond of one another. It may well be that they
vere attracted to at least a genuine mutual respect by the
Very contrast in their natures. John at that age was de-
Sctibed as a studious, reserved, sober young scholar whose
freferred place in an afternoon ball game was as score-
keeper,2? Mark was the vivile extrovert, of "a daring and
Spontaneous disposition,” to quote from the recollections
of another schoolmate who in later years gave the press a
Story of the two friends in their high school days. He re-
®lled the time the boys were kicking a football around the

¥ard and John let it fly over a fence and toward a house

——

23Leox1a.x'd C. Hanna interview, Hanna papers. Croly,
sipa&s OPp. P. reproduces a picture. Cheshire has
nce become E. 2ist St., and Granger E. 22nd St.

fovy.> 'RoSe, Cleveland, pp. 245, 253, 276, 277; Allen
&Vins, De (2 vols., New York, 1940), I,
86. Brownell St. is now E. 1li#th St., and Erie St. is

E, 9
25Nev1ns, Bockefellev, pp. 75, 84.
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vhere a painter was working from a ladder. The ball nearly
sent the painter crashing from his perch. He came down and
rushed into the yard to find the culprit, threatening as-
sault and battery if he should find him.
Now I never saw John in a fight [he continued].
It was not his nature. He told the painter he
had kicked the ball, and that he was sorry it
had struck him, but the painter only flavred up
worse. . . o Before he could say much, though,
Mark was on him like a tiger, and although he
was just a boy, he gave that paintgg one of the
worst whippings a fellow ever had.
This story was sixty-five years old when it first saw print,
but if it is not true, it surely belongs with those anec-
dotes that could and should have been true. _
Mark's triumphs still seem to have been all outside
the classroom. Some examples of his school composition
®xercises dating from July, 1854, were reprinted soon after
his death in the National Magazine as part of a series on
the "Early Ideals of Great Men."27 Where the originals may
be today is unknown, but these printed versions were said
0 come from a notebook saved by the schoolmaster of Hanna
and Rockefeller. Each of Mark's four themes is under 700
Yorés in length; all but the first are written as single

Piragraphs, "The Nations of the Earth" was a discourse on
M

26
. ibid., pp. 84, 85, citing Darwin G. Jones interview
m*\.uems:s’zmmﬁm,’b“eb- 12, 1922.

Frank T. Seari ht, "Earéﬁ Ideals of Great Men, "
Mationa) Magazipe Aug., 190%), 399-l0k
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the fate of Rome and the contrastingly happy prespects of
the United States at mid-century. It began:

This earth although ruled by the hand of one

mighty agent is a continued scene of variety and

change, for during a brief space of time we wit-

ness the rise and fall of mighty empires. For

instance, Rome in ancient days, which like a

soaring eagle rose with unrivaled speed in the

world of fame, scarcely reached the highest pin=-

nacle of glory when she commenced her downward

course to ruin. And what is she now compared

with what she was in former days? . . .
He compares the present power of the United States with
that of Rome and attributes its safety from a like fate
tc his country's dependance upon the "industry and perser-
verance of her citizens instead of the fame and distinction
of her arms." 1In conclusion, he points with pride to Amer-
lea's "great cause of 'Peace and Industry among all men,'"
Could this last phrase have been an adaptation of the fam-
liar 1ine from the Christmas carol? Did Ypeace, good-
"111 to men on earth"” turn in the mind of the budding young
Merchant to "Peace and Industry among all men®?" Perhaps so.
It 1t did, the occasion suggests a merging of the heard and
the Séen in his experience that is none too common in any
boy's thinking.

The second, in the order printed, and possibly inspired
b the ¢ irst, was called "England and the United States."
T
he Bother country's claims to favorable comparison he dis-
Bsses 1n the first few sentences. Then on the wings of a

w
®l1 vorn image he rises to defend the homeland:
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ITis true that England has been for many years
the unrivaled nation of the earthj but the United
States has been like a soaring eagle gradually
but rapidly mounting on their upward flight to
fame, , , . (Nine sentences later:} Well may the
proud Peers of England scratch their heads and
look grave as they behold the upward flight of
the proud eagle of America, which, not content
with the common spirit of nations, is seeking

a8 wider field of glory. And now she looks down
from her pinnacle of fame with the utmost con-
tempt upon the degraded situation of Despotism and

Tyranny.
The young scholar's third piece is "True Friendship,” a
brief exposition on the rarity and value of thick-and-thin
loyalty., It is the least stilted and most persuasive of
the four. Finally, there is "Life,"” a 500 word reflection
on the deathbed agonies of a hardened sinner calculated to
warn of the "shortness of this earthly part of life and
to remind us of the punishment in the life hereafter if we
do not improve the short time given us by our Maker in order
that we may prepare ourselves for future existence."”

It 1s easy to smile at such cannonades of rhetoric a
hundreg years later. But in a day when Webster and Clay
¥ere sti11 models of style it must be admitted that these
"uld have been highly successful efforts. They reveal no
lﬁmrary flair, nor do they expose much original thinking.
Thesentiments expressed were common currency in the Western
Reserve then. What they do indicate is that their author

“35 a competent pupil who very likely succeeded in pleasing
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his master, If they give no clue to his genius, it is be-
cause his genius lay elsewhere.

When Mark entered college, he had already passed his
tventieth birthday. What had delayed him is unknown. He
my have started late, or he may have been kept back, If
the latter, it doubtless caused his schoolteacher mother
and his college-trained father more grief than it did him,
The bulk of what is known of his college days is the story
he told on himself when some forty-four years later the then
famous senator was invited to speak in honor of an anni-
versary of the same school. He makes it clear that he still
had no regrets:

I am neither a student nor a scholar, and it is
with diffidence 1 address this audience. My con=-
nection with the Western Reserve College reaches
back as far as 1857. I had finished my education
at the public schools, and I had a choice of going
to work or attempting a college course. My mother
Persuaded me to try the latter. Western Reserve
College at "Hudson" was near at hand, and there I
wvent, I entered what was called the scientific
class, in which a kind-hearted professor made things
easy for me. There were five members of the class
vhen I entered it. Later the numbers dwindled to
hree, and when I left there was not any.
My environment was largely responsible for

My going. At my boarding house I fell in with a
Number of jolly sophomores, and they persuaded me
to help them in getting out a burlesque program
°f the Junior oratoricals. In the division of
labor it fell my lot to distribute these mock
Programs. I well remember when the iron hand of
Professor Young fell on my shoulder. "Young man,"
¢ said, "what are you doing?" "I am distributing
litevature and education,”" I replied, "at the ex-
Pense of the Junior class." Well, it was near the
®nd of the term, anyway, and I went home. I told
Ty mother that I thought that I would go to work,
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and that I was sure the faculty would be glad of
it. A little while after I met President Hitchcock
on Superior Street. I was in jumper and overalls,
for I was working. He asked me what I was doing,
and I told him "working." He didn't say anything,
but his eyes and manner said very eloquently that
he thought I had struck the right level. And the
moral of that gtory is, boys, "Don't be ashamed

of overalls,"2

If Mark had missed something by his distaste for book-
learning, he had begun to miss it long before he entered
college and would continue to miss it later. Hanna's was
in large part an education by conversation. Had his con-
versation been informed by the background that a habit of
vide reading would have given him, presumably he would have
¢8ined more from it. But such a habit never developed.
Probably 1t would not have even if his formal schooling had
been received from more inspired hands than it was. He
Séemed to have a natural immunity to abstractions, and he
Mmew 1t. Some of the better anecdotes from his later years
reflect this side of his thinking-=or his non-thinking, if
1t could pe called that. In 1896, as Thomas Beer tells it,

1 acquaintance who was thinking of his brother Mel's name
\\_

quot 28Quo1.:ed in Croly, Happa, p. 373 on pp. 38, 39, Croly
of aes & classmate in support of the prank story. A search
clug;Plval materials at Western Reserve University, in-

Ng catalogs and the faculty minute book, reveals no

n
*tion of Hanna or the prank described.



Pl

asked Hanna if he was related to Herman Melville. "What
the Hell kind of job does Melville want?" was his answer.2?

John Leary, in his Talks with I,R., recorded another
story as Roosevelt told it to him:

"Hanna," said the Colonel, "sent Bunau-Varilla,
the French engineer, to see me about the Panama
Canal, Later I saw Hanna, and told him I could
do nothing with the man.

"Why," I said, "that man would instruct
Cosmos."

"Never mind Cosmos," said Hanna, "Cromwell's
Nolson Cromioil, the New Yovk lawper. 30 ' Liien
’ .

But a 1iberal education of the traditional sort was never a
Prerequisite for success in the nineteenth century business
&n¢ political world. An aptitude that Hanna always seemed
to have, for meeting, judging and learning from the people
he met from day to day, has always been a useful asset. It
1y not be without significance that a recent biographer
°f Franklin Roosevelt gave one of his chapters the skeptical
heading "Groton: Education for What?" and noted that the
future president as a Harvard student (with a C average)
had Complained that his school program was "like an electric
lamp that pasn't any wire." When he learned the language of

Polities ne qid it as Hanna had, by the conversational meth-
od, 31
M

*Beer, Hanna, p. 233.

30JOhn J. Lea J Talks w T.R.,, From Diaries
o Johg de m? ,g_:_ (go;ton, 1919), p. 2%6.r the

P James MacGregor Burns, Roose the Lion apnd the
<& (N. v, 1956), pp. 10, 18,719, 53,
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In the spring of 1858, then, Hanna went down to the
Merwin Street docks in his overalls and started learning the
family business at first hand. Hanna, Garretson and Company
vas still a wholesale grocery, commission and forwarding
firm sti1l operating along much the same lines that the
partners had followed separately in New Lisbon. Prosperity
and the new location, however, had brought some modifica-
tions. Salt fish, copper ore (then shipped as "mass" cop=-
per), furs and iron ore made up the major part of the in-
coming shipments from Lake Superior ports. The groceries
ind hardware needed by the new settlers of Wisconsin and
Mnesota were outbound from Cleveland. Up the Ohio Canal
from points as far away as New Orleans came sugar and molas-
Ses as well as the pork and wool from nearby counties,32

Copper ore was nothing new to the older Hanna men, for
their brother Joshua had promoted a mine on the Ontonagon
Mver in apout 1845, and both Robert and Leonard soon after-
Mrd took shares in other mines for 1:hemse1ves.3’3 They had

"siteq Lake Superior in the forties and were aware of its

POssibilities when they moved to Cleveland.3l' Iron ore, on
\
2
Ha 3 Morrow interviews with Leonard C. and H. M. Hanna,
& papers,

33M0rrow interviews with H. M., Leonard C., and Kersey

a0, Ranna papers.
L
“ndat,3 Smith, ed., Benlamin Hanpa, pp. 143-153, prints an
®d diary kept on this trip by Samantha Hanna. Internal

ey
1dence places it in the New Lisbon years.
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the other hand, was a new departure; the first shipments
to come to Cleveland from the Marquette range date from the
year of the Hannas' arrival. But with the opening of the
Soo locks in 1855 and the relatively poor quality of com-
peting Ohio ores it was an item destined to grow quickly to
ranking 1mportance.35

Another innovation for the firm was its direct invest-
ment in lake shipping. First was the Maphattan, which was
lost while entering the harbor in high winds toward the
last of the 1856 season. The following summer the City of
Saperior was ready, but it was lost the same year. Their
third and fourth attempts were more successful. The North-
&0 Light, a 700-ton vessel costing $5%,000, made its trial
™o in May, 1858, and is known to have been still carrying
freight ang passengers to Lake Superior ports as late as
1867. The still larger Lac La Belle was built for the 1864
Séason and appears to have survived for at least three years.

¥ark 8nd Mel worked ~n these later vessels as pursers from
\———

353ames Ford Rhodes, "The Coal and Iron Industry of

Clevelapg . Magazine of Western History II:4 (August, 1885)
3’41; Rosa: Clevelapnd, pp. 224, 252. & , ’
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time to time studying the operations of the firm's floating
s1:ocl:.36

Mark seems to have kept up with his new business re-
sponsibilities, but it is certain that he never let them
infringe on his after-hours career as a young man about
ton. He clerked in the store, sailed on the ships, even
vent on the rnad as a salesman--one of the first of the
"irumners,"37 At the same time he met his social respon-
sibilities with a smile. There were athletic afternoons
rowing on the river with the boys of the Ydrad Yacht Club.
There were races with the Ivanhoe Club and the annual fancy
dress balls where they could show off their best girls. 1In
il this he must have excelled, for he was elected captain
of the club for two successive years.38 On weekends there
were sailing parties, dinner parties over in Rocky River,

d vhen the snow fell, sleighrides and more dances. There

Yere horses to be raced and cards to be played. One of his

————

36Works Progress Administration in Ohio, District k&,

dnals Clgve;gn , 1818-1935 (59 vols. multi raphed for
Years 1§18-1 76, Cleveland, 1897:

7-19
heres , 1858:3629, 3632, lng& 3 7. This series,
art?‘fter cited as I_\_;m_],_ _],ﬂg_LgL is an abstract of
Vol cles in the daily press, usually the Cleveland Leader.
of 2"593 are cited by year rather than number and by number
Stract, where given, rather than by page number.

Yorrow interview with H., M. Hanna, Hanna papers.

8
Viey SBals of Cloveland, 1860:110, 1861:108; Morrow inter-
vith A, B, Hough, Cleveland, 1905, Hanna papers.
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friends from this set was interviewed in later years and
recalled only that Mark "didn't care for horse races . . .
although he would go along with the rest of us to enter-
tainments of that kind."3’ Hanna himself would doubtless
have remembered when his bay mare, "known as Cleveland's
fastest horse," according to the press reports, was stolen
in the summer of 1863."° But with all the good times and
late hours, he stopped short of real debauchery. At no time
inhis life was he known as a drinking o a wenching man.

No less prominent on his social schedule were Hanna's
irills with the newly organized Perry Light Infantry. Al-
wost immediately after its formation in the spring of 1861,
he vas elected second lieutenant.l"l That he was chosen for
his personal popularity seems clear, for certainly he could
not have been commended on the basis of any military skills.
His Prominence as the chosen spokesman for his boys appears
In near1y every newspaper reference to the company in this
Period. When their departing captain was feted at the end
of 1861, Lieutenant Hanna made a "neat speech of presenta-
Hon" o go with a pair of navy revolvers and sword. The

f
Ollowing May, when they celebrated their first anniversary
¥

39M0rrnw interview with A, B. Hough, Hanna papers.
40

\ fnnals of Clevelapnd, 1863:1591,

ll.m.g., 1861:883.
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in the armory, a' feature of the banquet was Lieutenant
Hanna's address on the state's defense system and its re-
cent n‘eglect.)+2 Whether he was eloquent may be doubted,
but at least for his friends he was willing.

The coming of the Civil War coincided with the last
years and death of Mark's father. Dr. Hanna was reported
in the press as seriously 11l in May of 1860. On December
15, 1862, he died. For the more than two years that elapsed
between these dates he was inactive in business and his
place was taken by his eldest son. Mel, the next in years,
Joined the navy and served throughout the War,*3

Probably there was no argument over Mark's going to
war in those first years. He had been made a full partner
in the firm shortly before his father's death, and there was
no question but that he was the one member of the immediate

family who could make a real contribution to the business.)"'l+

kznm. , 1861:1277, 1862:3228.

M3Smith, ed., Benlamin Happa, pp. 170-172. He was
comissioned assistant paymaster, partly through his
{“hel"s political influence, as was customary. See Morrow
nterview with H. M. Hanna, Hanna papers.

Wl
ai Croly, Happa, p. 43, prints the text of the newspaper
ogertisemené of the firm as reorganized under the name
" ert Hanna & Co. Partners were Robert, Leonard and M. A.
Oug"‘iBaand.S. H. Baird., After the war, H. M. Hanna bought
it ird's interest. Garretson had left the old firm after
Ng to get agreement of Hanna men to deal in liquors,

agcording to Morrow interviews with Kersey and H. M. Hanna,
lna papers,
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He was twenty-five at the end of 18623 Mel was twenty-two,

Leonard twelve and the unmarried sisters were eighteen, six-

teen and ten years of age.

Young Mark had become young M. A. Hanna, family bread-
vinner,

Despite his new responsibilities, when in April, 1864,

the Perry Light Infantry was called into active service,

Hanna was with them. Now he filled the post of first lieu-

tenant in Company C, 150th Ohio Volunteer Infantry. One

vwonders what kind of a record he would have made had he been

mistered in earlier and seen his share of action. If cour-

age, enevrgy and a capacity for gaining the confidence of

his associates had crunted for much, the Union army missed

"ne talent almost completely. For the men of Company C

vwere never under fire. Seven days after their muster on

May 12, 1864, they were given a grand send-off to Washington

in upholstered railroad coaches and disembarked at that

Place to be greeted by a meal of sow-belly, hardtack and
°°ff_°3o When General Early threatened the capital city
they were in the line but at the wrong point to meet any
Tebels, Even if they had seen action then, their " jolly,

auhurn-haired, freckle-faced youth" of a lieutenant had been

detaileq elsewhere., Much to his chagrin, he was on an er-

Tnd as escort for the body of a comrade being returned to
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Cleveland for burial. A month later, the entire regiment
vas sent back home in cattle cars and mustered out.“’s
This in outline was Hanna's career as a soldier. It
is to his credit that he never felt called upon to enlarge
upon it in his later years in politics. He joined the G.A.R.

only in 1901, and then introduced himself at his first camp-
fire with becoming modesty:

In 1861 I might have enlisted, but circumstances
prevented me., My father was on a sick bed. I
did the best I could. 1 sent a substitute. Four
years later I had the honor to be drafted. We
did have a brush with General Early, but that

was all. For that reason I did not thin&61 was
entitled to become one of your comrades

With countless other young men who whiled away the war
in camp, Hanna made a temporary sacrifice to the gods of
war that propriety forbade him to mention publicly. 1In his
case, her name was Gussie--Charlotte Augusta Rhodes. He
had thought he was in love once before--at the age of fif-
teen, to be exact--when he had had to leave Mary Ann MclLain

in New Lisbon.l+7 But this was more serious. They had met

Soclally two years before, soon after she had returned from

———

uswilliam J. Gleason o S
Begigent 1 n.p. 1 992§ .
fitrt, e Volmiegs Ipcapicy > passln
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*croly, anna, p. 4.
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c1 7Morrow interview with Mrs. Samuel Prentiss Baldwin,
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Plies the nage’’ [oPna papers. Croly, Hapna, p. 32, sup
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& fashionable young ladies! finishing school in New York.u8
Unquestionably, she was a lady--a tall, straight girl, re-
served, dignified and lovely to look at.L'9 They had a
"desperate love affair,”" to use her words, but what lent
1t desperation was less their own behavior than that of her
father, a formidable o0ld gentleman named Daniel P. Rhodes.
Mr. Rhodes was a successful businessman, a pioneer in
the coal and iron trade and a power in local politics. He
liked a good party, a good drink, a good laugh or a good
fight.50 With his prospective son-in-law he chose to fight.
Partly, no doutt, he wanted to see whether the young man
would defend his cause. Then too, he saw a rival fir his
daughter 's affections. "It wasn't just Mark; he would have
"Pposed anybody," Gussie said later.’l But the reason her
father expressed openly was on the high plane of political

l"81~'.or-row interview with Mrs. C. A. Hanna, Cleveland,
1905, Hanna papers.

1*(Janj.’ch, ed., Benjamin Happa, pp. 63-68, reproduces a
number of phctographs of her. Characterizations of her by
those who knew her in her youth are not to be found, so I
:a"e relied on conversations with her niece, Mrs. Malcolm
1cBride, Cleveland, her granddaughter, Mrs. Garvin Tankers-

€y, Bethesda, Md., and friend, Mrs. Alice Roosevelt Long-
worth, Washington, D.C., all in 1959.

¢ 'Morrow interview with Mrs, C. A. Hanna, Hanna papers;
author's conversation with Mrs. Malcolm McBride, 19593 Mar-

0 4. DeWolfe Howe Ford Rhodes, American
8. Y., 1929), pp. 15, 18. ’

Morrow interview with Mrs. C. A. Hanna, Hanna papers.






33

principle. Here it must be admitted he had arguments.
Stephen Douglas was a cousin of Mr. Rhodes, and Rhodes was
executor of the fallen party leader's estate. He became a
bitter and much defeated local Democratic politician of

the strenously anti-war Vallandigham t:ype.52 Hanna, on the
other hand, was not only a Republican, but had been elected
secretary of the Union Young Men whooping it up for Line-
coln, 23 |

Somehow, love conquered all. The suitor had been kept
avay from the house, insulted and harangued, but that
"tamned screecher for freedom," as Rhodes called him, %
mnaged to win his case and his betrothal before he left
for the wars,

Throughout the summer a stream of letters crossed one
&other between Cleveland and Washington. Only a few of
Hanna's and none of hers have been preserved. The surviving
Samples, however, illustrate more graphically than any
later recollections could possibly do the qualities of
charn, Passion and persuasiveness the man could muster when

he set hisg sights on an objective.

52
Ihj.d. George Fort Milton,
%’m Nesdloss Har (Bostonr 1930 - pp. Thorodué,
356 5 &m&LS. of Cleveland, 1861:2662, 1862:3429,

% of Cleveland, 1863:22u46.

Orrow 1nterview with Mrs. C. A. Hanna, Hanna papers;

Crolysu.M
! Hﬂm’ P. 47.
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Not long after his arrival in Washington, Mark became
ill, He arose from bed to keep a dinner appointment with
Mrs. Douglas, the senator's widow, and later in the evening
wvent for a drive with her and others out past Fort Stevens.
There they visited with Gussie's brother Robert, and then
vandered on to the Montgomery Blair estate, Silver Spring,
a "fairy scene" in the moonlight. The small talk in the

carriage dwindled away after awhile and soon "Miss Cameron

dccused me of being pensive, stupid and everything else

and then Mrs. Douglas joined in about loved ones at home=--

the effect of the moon on lovers ec. ec., until I was forced
In self defense to be as noisy as possible. We did not get
home until almost ten . . ." and then chatted and drank

tea t111 twelve. '"Now don't scold when I have been so
honest to tell y~u abrut my dissipations. I knew it was a

late hour for an invalid to be out--but I made up for it by

lying abed this morning. . KF

A week later he had recovered and regained his stride:

You ask me if I will ever get tired of caressing
Dy darling--what do you thipk? Have you ever seen
ny gvjdepnce of my disposition to do so ? My
only fear is that I shall wear you out lovipg you
SO0 much., . . . I am counting the gomepts as they
Pass and fairly panting for the time again to come
vhen I shall fold you to the heart that worships
you g@s its idol--to feel again your warm kisses
&nd your arms around my neck. . . .

\

55
Hanna to Rhodes, June 14, 1864, Hanna papers.
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Then there follows his only kn~wn essay on "the place of

women:"

You ask me darling if I would wish to have you
acquire more self-reliance and not be so entirely
dependant upon me for everything. As rvregarvds
everything pertaining to your happiness--if I can
always make you perfectly ha nothing will give
me greater pleasure than to ow that you will
always look to me for it. It will be a holy duty
to always protect and shield you. . « « I would
have my wife in all things pertaining to her sphere
feel her ability to act upon such matters as con-
cern it with judgment and decision-=-to show a self-
reliance as regards her woman's duties towards
others and an independence that will entitle her
to the respect of all. I am not an admirer of

= women, but when prompted by good
sense and well applied I would not respect a woman
that lacked enough spirit and independence to give
her influence and command the respect of others.
But igéthis point I have no fear of you darling.

This patriarchal view of his wife's place in the home was
not something freshly conjured up. He had been accustomed
to being the man of the house since his father's last ill-
Ness. Family responsibilities still lay heavily enough on
hin that he asked his bride-to-be if she would object to
Uving with nis family at first., Finances made it "almost
o of the question” for them to set up housekeeping for
themselve g right away, and he felt he was still needed in
the home on Prospect Street. After she had given her con-

%0t he elaborated on this latter motive:

\_
Same to same, June 21, 1864, ibid.
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For in fact but a short time before our intimacy

I had made up my mind to devote many years of my

life (if they were spared me) to my Mother, broth-

ers and sisters., Several of them are now at that
age when it is all important for them to have such
an influence as mine ~ver themﬁnd for that reason

I felt that my duty was therve.

Toward the end of their separation it becomes clear
that a recurrance of parental opposition is no longer any
threat., 1In his letter of July 28, Mark inquires how she
likes the new dresses her father has bought her, and asks
that she "give my love to your Father and Mother and tell
them how happy I shall feel when I shall have the right to

call them so."

There are bits of camp news scattered through the let-
ters: he reports on visits with her brother Rob and with
Jay Morse and George Chapin--both of them friends who would
later become his brothers-in-law. He passes on war rumors
that have come to him, examining each of them first for in-
dications of further delays in his vrelease from the service.
Never does nhe get more than a few sentences away from his
theme of 1ove,>8

At one point he is without word from her for several
@ys, He becomes so anxious that he finds himself threat-

®0ing desertion:

————
57Same to same, June 22, 1864, ibid.
58
Same to same, July 28, 1864, and letter dated Wed.

“eling (Aug., 1864}, ibid.
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Oh? darling, I don't know what to think at not
hearing from you again today. The idea of your
being too sick to write almost drives me wild.
Can it be? 1 ask myself every moment. Oh, if
you are so sick, my own pet, what shall I do so
far away from you. I certainly thought I would get
a letter today and perhaps two, and when I looked
through the mail in anxious haste and saw none for
me 1in that well known address, my heart went down-
down- down. A sickening feeling came over me
and I must own that my heart is filled with such
a painful anxiety that it almost unmans me. . . .
I can only conclude that you are very sick. And
nh Gussie you can better ipagipne my feelings than
I can describe them. There comes the thought
would not your Mother write me at least a few
lines and then again I ask the question what can
the reason be.

This anxiety of feeling may seem childish in
me but I cannnt help it darling for are you not

dearer to> me than gy own life. . . . Would that
the next 24 hours were past. . . .

Ch, Gussie, Gussie--my heart is so full I
cannot write tonight. Do not I beg of you let a
day pass If you gre sick without letting me hear
from you in some way. Certainly your Mother or
Jimmie will write a line or two for I cannot live

in this state of uncertainty. I would not stay
here, ., . .79 .

The happy ending came on September 27 in St. John's
Church, with Mark's Ydrad rowing club friend "Allie" Hough
standing yp as best man. All went smoothly, with hardly
évén a grumble from the cousin of Stephen Douglas. All he
sald was, "Well, Mark, it's all over now, but a month ago I

Would 1ike to have put you in the bottom of Lake Erie."60
—_—

9same to same, dated Wed. evening (Aug., 1864), ibid.

HanmﬁoMorrow interviews with A. B. Hough and Mrs. C. A.
and nh.nRld. The wording of Rhodes' comment seems awkward,
See LoThaps Croly was justified in vevising it slightly.
@ his Hagpa, p. 48.



CHAPTER 11
M. A. HANNA AND HIS COMPANY

Augusta Rhodes chose a husband who resembled her father

in a number of ways. She found the same blunt masculinity,

the sometimes brusque insistence on his own way, and the
familiar love of high=spirited company in the younger man
that she had known in the older. She also found that both
of her men wanted to take care of her, each in his own way.
Mark Hanna would dn it by carrying forward his own career as

a merchant and, presently, as an oil refiner. Daniel Rhodes

woul¢ do it by establishing his new son-in-law with a part-
nership in his thriving coal and iron business. The issue

between them was decided only after more than two years of

skirmishing.
Rhodes won the first round when he talked the young

couple into living with his family in their mansion on
Franklin Street rather than with Mark's family on the east
side. They stayed there for over two years before moving

into a small rented house on Prospect Street.l

Even there the would-be patriarch was not forgotten.
In December, 1866, a son was born to the Hannas, and soon

afterward he was christened Daniel Rhodes Hanna.

lMorrow interview with Mrs, C. A, Hanna, Hanna papers.
38
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But Hanna balked at accepting a place in the firm of
Rhodes and Cardj neither did he wish to limit his activities
to Robert Hanna and Company. He must try his hand at some-
thing new-~something his. The o0il industry was booming in
Cleveland: he would try that. Without leaving his old part-
nership, he formed a new one, taking a quarter share for
himself, His Uncle Robert took an equal sharej the remain-
ing half was held by another man remembered only as Doher-
Wu2 Hanna, Doherty and Company got under way in April,
1865, with $100,000 capital and a good location along Wal-
worth Run near the junction of two railroads. When in Jan-
uary, 1866, the Cleveland Leader surveyed the achievements
of the local o0il industry, the Hanna firm seemed well es-
tablished. Although less than a third the size of the
leading producer, Rockefeller and Andrews, it was employing
nine hands and in the last quarter of 1865 had refined
9%,400 gallons of burning fuels and 15,000 gallons of ben-
z0l, as well as lubricating and paraffin oils.

Their seven buildings stood fifty to a hundred feet
apart to eliminate fire hazards. One served as a cooper
shop and gave storage space for 1,500 unfilled barrels;
another held a thousand full barrels. There was a 3,000
gallon iron tank for crude and another of equal size under

construction for refined oil, Four small stills were in

2Morrow interview with H. M. Hanna, jbigd.
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constant operation. Altogether, the Hanna, Doherty plant
compared well with most of its thirty local competitors in
those first years.3

Into the oil business many were called but few were
chosen to survive., 1t seemed entirely possible that Hanna
would survive. Without the intervention of a timely fate
he might well have joined in the building of the Standard
0i1 Trust, as Henry Flagler and Oliver Payne did, and fol-
lowed John Rockefeller to New York. But after what hap-
pened at about 2:30 in the afternoon of February 8, 1867,
such a course was out of the question.

How the fire began was not explained in the next day's
papers, but its progress was recnrded in lurid detail.
Originating in the treating house atop the steep hill that
rose from the banks of Walworth run, the blaze quickly con-
sumed wooden oil tanks and spilled their burning contents
down the slope toward the buildings and stream below. A
flow of oily lava hit the eighty-foot long storage building
filled with empty wooden barrels and passed on to find the
benzine stacked in barrels on the ground below. Orange
flames and black smoke hid the burning cooper shop above
and slowly approached the creek below as volunteers rushed
to dam the water and organize a bucket brigade. Sixteen

hundred feet of hose were stretched across from the railroad

3cleveland Leader, Jan. 8, 1866.
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reservoir to save the cooper shop from total destruction.
Meanwhile firemen tried to halt what had become literally

a stream of fire below. Floating oil soon burned the wagon
bridge and headed with the current toward a waste dump

along the banks downstream. There two dozen firemen,

starting work well ahead of the oncoming blaze, finally
Stemmed the tide with a hastily built dam. It was over in
two hours, The partners estimated their losses for report-
ers at $15,000 to $20,000, and added that they were insured
only to $6,000 with a New York company they had no faith 1n.L"

Back in the city Daniel P. Rhodes heard fire bells
and looked up to see black clouds of smoke ;ising in the
southwest. He chuckled, "That's probably Mark's damned
refinevy." Soon, he felt sure, the boy would lose every-
thing he had. Then he might listen to sense.

At two in the morning the "boy" came home covered with
soot, He was exhausted. A recent bout with typhoid fever
had left him pale and weak at the end of an ordinary day.
But now, "Well, I've got to the bottom," he admitted. And
he had. He was worth several thousand dollars less than
nothing. Any capital he might once have had was lost with
the lac La Belle when she had collided and sunk in the St.
Clair river in five minutes one night the previous November.

And now the refinery. "If I had my health I wouldn't feel

L*Ixz.i..rs.., Feb. 9, 1867.
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so badly abocut it," he told Gussie, "but now I don't know
vhere we're going to land."® While the baby slept, they

sat up until almost dawn.

In fact they must have known very well where they were
going to land. Certainly Daniel P. Rhodes did. He was at
the door before they had dressed in the morning, booming
out a hearty greeting: "Now I guess you two fools will
Come home!" They would. Gussie even tried to look cheer-
ful. Mark could hardly manage that, but his father-in-law
vas all consolation. "Now, Mark, your money is all gone
and I'm damned glad of it," he cheered.®

There was real consolation, however, in the terms
Hanna was given. Done with his badgering, the father-in-
lav proposed to let him take a share in Rhodes, Card and
Company with a view to replacing him, at least in part.
01d Jonathan Card wanted to retire too. Hanna, with
Daniel's son Robert and an older partner, George H. Warm-
ington, could carry on by themselves, Further than that,
e announced that he and Mrs. Rhodes were going for a long

vacation in Europe. Robert would stay, but otherwise the

Morrow interview with Mrs. C. A. Hanna, Hanna papers.

®Ibid.
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big house was all theirs. It was a confession of confi-

dence--unspoken, perhaps, but nonetheless real,’

Breaking ties with Uncle Robert brought little grief,
for here too the younger generation had never been at ease
with the nlder. Robert Hanna was a highly respected busi-
nessman and a good salesman, but to Mark and his brother
Mel he seemed "old=-fogyish" in his attitude toward new op-
Portunities. Mel remembered him later as "a large, heavy
Ban , , , not as energetic as he should have been." The
brothers argued the importance of going out of the store
to get customers. Mark had occasionally gone on the road,
but with little encouragement from Uncle Robert.8

Mark's departure was followed by a general dispersal
of the old firm. Mel was left in charge of a much reduced
business and shortly afterward sold the firm's stock to a
competitor. Uncle Robert Hanna took up banking. Before
long he was elected president of the newly organized Ohio

National Bank and from that vantage point continued to

7This account of the five's aftermath follows that
given ipid, Leonard C. and H., M. Hanna, as well as Robert
R. Rhodes, when interviewed by Morrow, said they felt cer-
tain that the inducements offered by Rhodes rather than re-
verses in his own business brrught Hanna to make the change.
But Mrs. Hanna's recollection was specific as to details
and is supported by what is known through the press (Cleve-
land leader, Feb. 9, 1867) of the sequence of events. Loss

of the Lac & Belle was reported in the Cleveland Leader,
Nov. 26, 1866.

8Morrow interview with H. M. Hanna, Hanna papers.
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vield influence in the business community for more than a
decade,?

Brother Mel picked up what was left of the refinery
business, After rebuilding, he operated it for a few bleak
years with new partners. Finally, in 1872, the plant was
sold for another but final loss to Rockefeller's new Stand-
ar¢ Cil Compaxny.10

Rhodes and Company, as Mark's new connection was
called, had grown to prosperity during more than twenty
Years of mining and selling Ohio coal and iron. Daniel
Rhodes had started in the days when he had to persuade
Steamboat captains to try using coal instead of wood as
fuel, He owned a mine in Youngstown and later added prop-
erties in Massillon and Canal Dover, including a furnace at

the latter place. But primarily he was a middleman. The

912;9_., and Morrow interview with Leonard C. Hanna,
ibid.; Orth, History of Clevelapd, p. 647; Allen Nevins,

ﬁ&ngz P : John , Lndustrialist
B ta b cotet JOuD, or DRekglelist infustrialist and

10Morrow interviews with H. M. and Leonard C. Hanna,
Hanna papers; Nevins, Study %E Power, I, 135, 136. Nevins
gives the purchase price at 5 and says that H. M.
Hanna was dissatisfied. In any case, he established a
connection with Standard 0il that was profitable later.
See Nevins, jibid., p. 152; and below, note 32.
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Rhodes partners would sell on commission as readily as on
their own acc:ot.m‘t’..]':L

This, plus the opportunities that lay ahead, was the
mterial Mark Hanna was given to work with. Opportunities
vere plentiful for those who could see and grasp them.
Mark's brother-in-law and business partner, James Ford
Rhrdes, in looking back on this period, concluded that the
Civil War had found Cleveland a commercial town and left it
& manufacturing town.12 There was exaggeration in this,
for the city's diversity of functions has long been a key
to its economic health. But Rhodes did emphasize an im-
portant point. With the passing of the war the railroad
network across the northern states was extended and per-
fected to the point where Cleveland's location between
canal and lakes no longer sufficed to assure her future
growth. It was not enough that she hold her place as
broker between the provinces, the forwarder and distributor
of others' products., Cleveland needed manufactures.

For a time, as has been seen earlier, oil refining

became a leading enthusiasm. With two competing railroads

1ljames Ford Rhodes, "The Coal and Iron Industry of
Cleveland," Magazipne of Western History II:4 (Aug., 1885),
338, 339. This was written while Rhodes was still a part-
ner in Rhodes & Co., but beginning to wind up his affairs
vith an eye to launching a career as an historian. His
retirement came in 1885, after eleven years with the firm.

121p1d., p. 337
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reaching into the oil fields, haulage to and from Cleveland
was relatively inexpensive. Overexpansion, rate wars and
then monopolization gradually quieted the boom. A share

of the new industry did remain in Cleveland, but a share

of the profits from it also followed the Rockefellers to
New York,

More firmly tied to the city was a group of flourish-
ing ventures in iron and its products. Cleveland lay close
t» the Ohin coal fields on the south and was convenient to
the Lake Superior iron ores to the northwest. By the mid-
¢le of the 1880's it was apparent that Cleveland men had
Sseen their fortune in iron and taken it. Their city was
the largest market for bituminous coal on the Lakes. It
wvas headquarters for the largest investors in Lake Super-
lor iron ores--those rich red diggings from the Marquette
Range then, and later from the Gogebic, Vermillion and
Mesabi ranges as well. It was the largest builder of the
ships that carried these ores. It was the home of over
130 iron, steel and related product firms employing more
than 17,000 men. Besides ships, they made rails, loco-
motives, boiler plate, wire, screws, stoves, wheels, pipes,
sewing machines, nuts and bolts, forgings and assorted

tnols.l3

131p14., pp. 340-34k.
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Population figures, meanwhile, leaped higher with each
census, From roughly 43,400 in 1860 the total rose in the
next thirty years by 600 per cent, reaching 261,400 in 1890
and claiming tenth place among the nation's cities. Cleve-
land had still not overtaken Cincinnati, but it had passed
its eastern rival, Buffalo, and was gaining on the Queen
City to the south rapidly enough to pass her in another
decade. In short, Cleveland during the years Hanna knew
it vas setting a "broadjump" record over its population
rivals throughout the country: from thirty-seventh position
In 1850 to seventh in 1900.1)"'

With progress came greater extremes of wealth and pov-
eTty. Much of the new population was attracted from Europe.
Added to an already substantial foreign-born population of
Germans and Irish in the postwar years came first the Bo-
henians ang then a sustained wave of Russian Jews and south-
tastern Europeans--the "Slav invasion" that manned the mills
and f"“’t'ol‘:les and crowded the slum areas on Whiskey Hill or
Vherevep railroad tracks and drifting smoke made living
least desirable.l?

A the other end of the social scale were the stately
"ensiong that first made Euclid Avenue syncnymous with

LY
ROSQ’ S:Igvglgng, pPp. 600, 679-

15
Ibig., pp. 500, 501.
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conspicuous wealth. For if the Hannas came to new fortunes
in the last decades of the century, so did a great many
others. The Rockefeller men have been noted before, but
there were also men like Henry Chisholm and Charles A. Otis
of steel-making fame; ironmaster Fayette Brown and his in-
ventive son Alexander; Charles F. Brush, another inventor
and the developer of the arc light, dynamo and central
power station; Jeptha H, Wade, pioneer telegraph promoter
and ubiquitous financier; the Mathers, father and son,
whose distinguished New England ancestry was less well re-
membered than their steadily growing fortunes in the same
line that Hanna was to frllow--iron, coal and ships; Captain
Alva Bradley with his fleet of ships and his son Morris
vith his real estate and industrial investments; and Dan
Parmalee Eells, banker and railway promoter'.l6

As fortune builders, these men set a rapid pace. The
Hanna brothers outdistanced some, perhaps--estimates are
Ufficult ¢o judge this late--but they remained a part of
the same formation. This is not to deprecate Hanna's busi-
aess achievements, or to suggest that "everybody was doing
fg,n Indeed, the rate of business failure was never low

in
this Period. It does suggest, however, that as Hanna's

Avery Aiggraphica.l sketches are available in Elroy M.
b
Chicag(: 131 o of Cleveland and its Envirops (3 vols.,
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partner Robert R. Rhodes observed later, '"We took over the
business at an opportune time,"17
If there was money to be made, and if Hanna made it,
it remains to be seen how. He expanded the business, of
course. The full story cannot be told for lack of avail-
able documents.18 Basically, however, it seems clear
that the firm grew in three different but closely related
ways, First, it extended its interests geographically.
Second, it enlarged its own production of iron ore, coal
and pig. And finally, it became involved in the related
functions of shipping and shipbuilding and dock management.
There was movre in this than a simple response to op-
Portunities for making money. Competition demanded it. A
gradual process of vertical integration, bringing together
81l the steps that led to the finished steel product, was
taking place elsewhere. The middleman's function was being
taken over by his old customers. To survive, Hanna's firm
and its rivals--mainly Pickands, Mather and Oglebay and
Norton-we re obliged to imitate. All of them became more
than sale g agents in order to compete even as sales agents.
That all three firms would grow and prosper was a tribute

1
1905 ?Morrow interview with Robert R. Rhodes, Cleveland,
) }hnna
papers.

1
ang ComThe bulk of the records accumulated by M. A. Hanna
Yearg bpany are reported to have been discarded in recent
ful 1t Y 1ts successor, the M. A, Hanna Company. One use-
®m does survive, but the author was refused permis-

sio
N to utilize its contents for publication.
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to their foresight and adaptability. Their alternative,
however, was not a stagnation in the status quo of the early
Seventies, but eventual elimination.19

Hanna had learned something about the Lake Superior
iron ore trade in his earlier career. It was as apparent
to him as it was to others that the trade had an important
future. The problem was one of entering his firm in com-
petition profitably. Nothing sudden occurred. Beginnings
vere made in the middle Seventies with commissions for the
sale of charcoal-forged iron. Gradually all of this pro-
duct, considered essential at the time for making car
vheels, was brought east by Rhodes and Company. Mining
Investments tecame an important assurance of trade for the
firm, They are difficult to follow in detail, for as pros-
Pects in the several ranges varied, individvual mines changed
hands, In 1880, for example, the West Republic mine in the
Marquette vange was purchased in the hope that the high
Wality nyeg found on neighboring properties would extend
t vithin its brundaries. Ten years later that hope was
8lven up.  proquction had fallen off so drastically that
she 3500’ 000 investment was sold for one-fifth of its par

9

See Walter Havighurst, Vein of Iron: The Pickands
On the (Cleveland, 1955) on the history of that firm.
Morroy 1ntegrating trends in each of the firms, see the
papers.interview with Andrew Squire, Cleveland, 1905, Hanna
1, 19& Henry 0. Evans, Iron P (N.

3
(uy, l9‘+o§ N

2233 "Ore, Ships and Gentlemen*hm XXIIsl
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value, Not long after this the Hanna firm took control of
the great Chapin Mining Company properties in the Menominee
range., This was the second largest active producer in the
iron regions and even under the depressed prices of the
summer of 1891 it was employing 900 men.20

In 1879, the members of Rhodes and Company bought con-
trol of a furnace at Sharpsville, Pennsylvania. In 1892
they undertook to rebuild an abandoned furnace at Buffalo,
New York. Pig iron was the most nearly finished iron prod-
uct the Hannas produced on their own account.2l By the
time they were in a position to consider entering into the
mking of finished steel products the field had been ef-
fectively closed to newcomers by the success of those who
had started earlier.

The few furnaces mentioned, together with the coal
mines already owned or controlled by Rhodes and Company,
do not constitute an exhaustive list of the Hanna firm's
Interests in these areas. No complete list can be made,
bt even 1 44 could be it would not be a simple list of
ttens OWnegd nr controlled outright. Here was a

20,

Movrrw interview with Leonard C. Hanna, Hanna papers;
%lﬁﬁlgni Platn Dealer; May 31, 1890; Jarine fevlew IV:1
CleVeh’ 1981). This latter publica%ion was a weekly
Ceedeq rtlg Journal devoted to lake shipping news., It suc-

e

Marine Record in 1890.
2

1
%MOrrow interview with Leonard C. Hanna, Hanna papers;
w IV:3 (July 21, 1892).
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characteristic arrangement: a mine or furnace whose owners
needed financial help would be accommodated by the Hannas
acting individually or in various combinationsj in return
came not only thaz interest on the loan, but a contract for
the exclusive right to supply, carry or sell the product,
as the case may be.22 Thus an assortment of outside agree-
ments were made for the purpose of feeding business to the
parent firm of Rhodes and Company--or M. A, Hanna and Com=-

pany, as it was renamed in 1885?3 Because the parent firm

vas a partnership, and therefore subject to unlimited lia-
bility in case of failure, there was sense if not simplic-
1ty in having its members compartmentalize their risks in
this vay., Failure, if it came, would come piecemeal.

One important extension of the firm's business, how=
¢ver, was made directly. Beginning in the early Seventies,

ccording to Leonard Hanna, the parent firm leased the

2
autho ?Morrow interview with Andrew Squire, Hanna papers;
Squirr S conversation with Ralph Perkins, Cleveland, 1957.
ber o?‘ Was a cloese personal friend of Hanna and Senior mem-
Hanns 1 JQUire, Sanders and Dempsey, the law firm that handled
is a Cf legal work from about 1878 to his death. Mr. Perkins
i1y an deVeland attorney long acquainted with the Hanna fam-
local business history.
2
bTOthezThe change of name followed the retirement of the
come o, Robert R, and James F. Rhodes. Leonard Hanna had
Atnolq o Che firm in 1875 and was made a partner in 1879.
Serve - Saunders, a younger cousin of the Hannas who
Charlesas secretary in the office for many years, and
tarly ]_BC. Bolton both were partners for a few years in the
been o o20's. Howard Melville Hanna seems never to have
active Partner during Mark's lifetime, though he was an
leader in allied enterprises.
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Pennsyivania Raliroaa's ore docks at Ashtabula. They added
to their equipment and soon, by grace of the railroad, came
into complete control of the major dock facilities in that
important harbor. Profits from ore handling went to the
Hannas, and in return they protected the railroad's posi-
tion as carrier. Rhedes and Company became the Pennsyl-
vania's loyal partisan against local or other railroad
interests on the lakeshore. It was a partnership conven-
fent for bnth interests but of greatest importance to the
Hannas, for they were alvready dependant upon the railroad
for carrying their ore to the furnaces of western Pennsyl-
vania. That there were no significant quarrels between
them is suggested by the fact that Mark Hanna became a dir-
ector in a railroad leased by the Pennsylvania, the Cleve-
land ang Pittsburgh. Besides the Ashtabula docks, the
firn leaseq facilities at Cleveland and Erie from the Pen-
nsylvania, and owned docks at the head of lLake Superior.zl*
As has been noted, there was an element of necessity
In the 8rowth of the parent firm in the years Hanna was as-
Seclated yith 1t. A1l the more fortunate, then, when an
oppo”"‘lni'cy such as is found in shipbuilding presented it-
lf in 1886, John F., Pankhurst was a veteran shipbuilder
o vag having some differences at the time with his

2
mln:“orrow interview with Leonard C. Hanna, Hanna papers;

I:4% (March 27, 1890).
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partners in the Globe Iron Works Company. He approached
the Hannas with the suggestion that they might buy control
with him, Brother Mel had been making a thorough study of
ship construction and took the lead in accepting. He,
Leonard and Mark joined Pankhurst and one of his earlier
partners in a reorganization with Mel as president and
Pankhurst as vice-president and general manager.25

A sample of what they could do was not long in coming.
Cambria, launched in February, 1887, set a new standard in
ore freighters. She was 300 feet overall, boasted the
fivst triple-expansion engines ever installed and set speed
records wherever she went. Valued conservatively at
$160,000, she was all steel and iron--the second such de-
Parture from the conventional wooden bottoms to go into
$ervice. In October, one sister ship, Corsica, was
launched, and the following June came another, Coropna. The
three ships were unequalled in capacity, valuation and
Sreed, anq a1l were made part of the Hanna ore fleet.26
These Yeére not the Globe Company's only products; other
rreighters were being built regularly on commission, and

25
H&nna, l}'{:rrow interYiews with Andrew Squ'i.re and Leonard C.-
builgiy nna papersj Richard C,. hright A History of Ship

g "
1957)’ llén gﬁx.ieland Ohio," Inland Seas XIII:2 (Summer,

llaig Dg_g;g; Jan. 31, July 15, Oct. 21,
9

3185 100 Une 9, insurance valuation was
0. See ibid., July 11 1 7.
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the yards! output soon passed all competitors.27 Firsts

in technical innovation continued to add prestige--in 1890
the first steel masts on the lakes; in 1892 a patent steam
steering engine, and others. In 1891 the company submitted
low bids on two large light ships to be used by the govern-
ment on the coasts. Contracts were made for entire fleets.
Five ore carriers for Ferdinand Schlesinger of Milwaukee

in 1890 and 1891 were followed by six passenger and freight
ships for James J. Hill's Great Northern fleet. These

last, begun in 1892, were estimated to cost $600,000 each
and featured quadruple-expansion engines. By this time,
Globe had a subsidiary yard in Chicago and later it bought
the rival Ship Owners' Drydock Company in Cleveland.28

While it was Mel Hanna who took the lead in this area
of the brothers' enterprises, both Leonard and Mark made
contributions. Shipbuilding challenged and developed
Mark!'s Unusual mechanical aptitudes. Here he worked with
his partners and with Pankhurst, as at the docks, coal and
te mines he attended eagerly to the workings of the hoist-
Ing ang Processing machinery. While never qualified as an

27
Famng bdle , June 19, 18903 Morrow interview with H. M.

» Hanna papers; Marine Review, II1:24 (Dec. 11, 1890).
narii‘;’l‘ight, "Shipbuilding in Cleveland," pp. 111, 1lk;
W(Rﬁziew I1:2 (July.lg, 1890)1 mgu (Dec. 11 1890),
Baler, Rpridols 1831, Matrow interviow ot th Ho T Honias i

FHanng Papers,
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engineer himself, there is testimony to suggest that no
small part of his success and enjoyment in his work came
from his flair for the logic of machinery.29

However successful the Globe Iron Works became, it was
only one more means to the end of greater self-sufficiency.
Those great steel ore carriers must be used to carry Hanna
ore to join Hanna coal in Hanna furnaces. For years the
brothers had controlled a wooden fleet known as the Cleve-
land Transportation Company. Then in September, 1887--just
8 Corsica was launched--Mel placed an advertisement in the
Papers of fering to sell all but one of the fleet's eight
$hips.  The one exception was the old schooner Leopard C,
fma, built in 1872 and dnubtless kept now for sentimental

reasons, Apparently unaware of the distinction it had been

glven, the ship went astray in a fog less than a month

later anq had to be abandoned after running aground.3® 1In
Place of tpe old wooden fleet there appeared the Mutual

Transportation Company, a million dollar concern headed by
Leonarq Hanna and completely controlled by members of M. A.
Hanna and Company. Competitors began to fear the dead hand
°f monopoly, if the Plain Dealer's marine editor spoke for

t
hem,. He wrote of the danger at some length in one October

\-_

2
Hanng 9Morrow interviews with Andrew Squire and A. B. Hough,
Papers; Beer, Happa, p. 130,

1887.30919121&31 P]E]D M, Sept. 29, Oct. 10, 13, 17’



57

column, pointing out that the carrying capacity of the
Mutual's three new ships would more than exceed that of the
entire wooden fleet being offered for sale, "and the time
vhich will be gained from the speed of these new boats
cannot be estimated." The Hannas already had an ore busi-
ness equal to that of any company on the lakes, he asserted,
"‘and the ships are built by that monster concern, the Globe
iron works company, in which they are also the controlling
owners."  What portended evil days ahead, however, was not
high monopoly prices but the lower prices that would squeeze
out the smaller vessel owners.3l

It would be inaccurate to say that this road to wealth
had no rough spots. One in particular stands out in the
recollections of Hanna's friends. It has already been
noted that the firm at one time owned the Chapin Mining Com-
PNy, anq that the Globe Iron Works built a fleet for Ferd-
inang Sehlesinger of Milwaukee. Behind these transactions
vas a Story that involved both. Schlesinger was an immi-
8Tant havqware dealer who had a yen to promote great mining
Stterprises, After one speculative failure in the Gogebic
tange, hge persisted until in 1889 he made news with the
Purchase of $2,000,000 worth of non-Bessemer ore properties
In the Menominee range. He hoped to build a 200 mile rail-

To
1 from the mines down to Escanaba, where he would

3llb.1g., Oct. 3, 1887.
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construct a new group of docks and ship out his own ore. He
asked Mel Hanna if Globe would build him five large steel
ships in return for a contract to carry his ore at a price
favorable encugh to pay for the ships within six years.
Arrangements were made through a separate company, organ-
ized as the Menominee Transit Company, incorporated in
December, 1889 at $2,000,000 by the three Hanna brothers,
1 associate of Schlesinger, and Andrew Squire. Unfortun-
ately, Schlesinger was unable to place his railroad bonds
and soon went into receivership. The Hanna brothers had,
a3 Mel put it, a "lively winter" bailing out thair friand
ad customer from Milwaukee. They attracted help from the
v“del‘bilts, who took mortgage bonds on the ships at six
PeT cent and joined Mark and a group known as the Twombly

S/mdicate ip refinancing the mines under Mark Hanna's man-
agement

biltse

The railroad and docks they sold to the Vander=-
Chicagn and Northwestern Railroad. By the spring of

1892’ Schlesinger was propped up again and ready to move
a
heag, though at a somewhat slower pace.32

The Schlesinger story is only one of several that il-

1
ustrates the teamwork with which the Hanna brothers oper-

at
8. yet each of them had his own career. Both Leonard

%ux;aMorrow interview with H. M. Hanna, Hanna papers;
1891

Review I:17 (June 26, 1890), III:11 (March 12,

20, 233’1‘{5%9@& 2, 1891); Cleveland Plajn Dealer, Dec.
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and Mel were shrewd and successful entrepreneurs in their
own right.

Leonard differed from his oldest brother Mark in a
number of ways. He was quieter, more of a student and more
of a family man. When his education at a private academy
in New York State had been completed in 1867, he had re-
turned to Cleveland and a place in Mark's oil refinery.
¥oving from there to his uncle's business, he continued
learning his way in the business world while he made a
lame for himself in his free time as an athlete. A pic-
tire of the first professional baseball team in Cleveland,
The "Forest Citys," shows Leonard C. Hanna as second base-
Ian. But the ball field was not the place then for a car-
¢er that it has become since the coming of the Cleveland
Indians, This second-baseman soon moved to St. Paul, Min-
lesota, and entered the coal business for himself. By 1875
he had returned to a position with Rhodes and Company and
by 1879 had been made a partner, It was Leonard who took
OvVer the reins of M. A. Hanna and Company when Mark left
business for politics. "Doc," as Mark called him, stayed
Out of politics. The brothers remained close, however,

Poth as friends and neighbors., They built adjoining homes
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on the lake west of the city and their children were con-
stant playma.tes.33

Howard Melville Hanna was his "rich brother," ac-
cording to Mark. There was truth as well as compliment in
this, for "Mel" probably became the wealthiest of the three.
He had been the only one of them to spend much time in col-
lege~~Union College in Schnenectady, New York--and the only
one to see much active service in the Civil War. His ven-
ture in 0il refining has already been touched upon. He lost
8 career in that line by selling out to Rockefeller's
Standarq 0il, but he wisely kept his investment in the com-
lany, [Later investments in the American Tobacco Company
¥ere equally profitable. His own career, however, was in
$hipbuilding and management. As much as any man in the
business, he spoke for the vessel owners. Letters from him

t0 be found in the papers of the political leaders of his

————

33 Wallace H. Cathcart , mnn%_mn of the W
laserye Socioty, hube 100 (oioveand 1070}

s A III, 133 R Cleveland
B0 a5, 455, 35b; Ralph Perkins, Volume 1--Porhinciina

,(ccleveland, privately printed, 1937), pp. 2, 3, is good on
the children and family life of the brothers, Morrow in-
érview with Elmer Dover (Washington, D.C., 1905) mentions

Nickname "Doc."
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day are almost invariably prompted by matters directly con-
cerning his shipping business.3u
There is more to be sald of Mark Hanna's career in the
business world,35 but this may be an appropriate place to
look at him at home, in society and as a fledgling in local
politics, After a few years with Rhodes and Company--by
about 1878--he was definitely established as one of the
vealthy young men of the city. Socially, his business suc-
¢ess meant only that he could maintain the position that
he had been accustomed to. Both he and his wife now became
Secnnd generation successes in their own vight, rather than
ere legacies of their fathers. There was no need to ad-
Just to a new social status. When Hanna conformed, he
Seemed to do so naturally rather than from any timid aware-
18ss of the social necessities, His own self=-consciousness
Was of his self-confidence. If he could be arrogant and
thick-skinned in occasional moods of truculance, his usual
affability was lively with good humor. Nor did he save his
fun for a select group of intimates. Indeed, he had no
1ntimates; he had long lists of hearty friends and welcome

34

Wallace H. Cathcart
Reserve Historical Society, Pub. 103 ECle:veland 192’ 1§,

PD. 17-19, Ralph and Muriel E. Hidy, Pione

History Stapdard Qmpgnx
’fI% (N. Y., 1955% . 722 no%EQB lists HTL§. Hanna

i%é?w of the forty-one stockholders of that company in

35
See Chapter III,
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acquaintances. There was the story told by Lucius F.
Mellen, an older friend of the family who had been a com-
missioner to the 1867 Paris Exposition. The elder Rhodes'
had also been to Paris for a visit at the time, and on
their return they invited Mr. and Mrs. Mellen to a dinner
party at their home. Mark, meanwhile, had come across a
Copy of a press agent's pretended telegram that was being
sent wholesale to Clevelanders in advance of the appear-
&nce in town of a glamorous young actress., It read, "I
¥ill meet you in Cleveland next Tuesday," and was purport-
edly signed by the actress. He found an envelope for it,
8ddressed it to his father-in-law, and in the middle of the
dnner party pulled it from his pocket. "I have a telegram
for you, father. Forgot to give it to you when I came
home ," paniel P. Rhodes fumbled for his glasses, tore open
the envelope and read. Then he read it again, aloud. "Who
In thunder is this woman? I don't know her!" he sputtered.
"What," the son-in-law pursued, "a telegram from a
Voman making an engagement to meet you? That's a pretty
State of affairs!" Nobody else understood the telegram all
€vening, but Mark enjoyed making the most of it in repeated

references o 36

190 36Morrow interview with Lucius F. Mellen, Celveland,

ob 5y Hanna papers., On Hanna's sense of humor, J. F, Rhodes
served that he was "rather undiscriminating {n his response

10 humorous fancies and, though some of his intimates found

aﬁdhim an amusing companion, it was mainly his whole-hearted

v ]‘City that made them laugh." See his McKinlev and Rooge-

.y P. 8.
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This was the boisterous boy in Hanna, the boy who
still organized sleigh races down Euclid Avenue with his
friends on cold winter nights, and who a few years later
would star in an amateur production of "Mr, Pickwick and
his Friends."37

A bout with malaria when he was vacationing at Nar-
ragansett in the late Seventies probably marked as well as
anything else the entry of middle age.38 In any case, by
roughly 1880, Mark Hanna had evolved into the citizen M. A.
Hanna, He grew heavier, more sedentary, and still more
Prosperous, Now he was more than another partner in a lead-
Ing local firm; he was, as will be detailed later, the pub-
lisher nf a daily newspaper, the proprietor of the city's
leading opera house, & large investor in a street railway,
d 2 divector of the Huron Road Hospital.

Then, too, he was the father of three growing children.
When he Saw them in the mornings, scampering among guests
in the ©Vvenings, or playing through the house on Sundays he
trieq to 4o his part as a trainer and guardian of Dan and
"S young sisters. But the patience and imagination that
brings Tather and children together were never his. Mrs.

Ha
g Ound him gruff and authoritarian with themj he found

\_—

3
Vere f7The play was produced Dec. 30, 18733 sleigh races
Rose &sShionable through to the end of the century. See
! le b pp‘ 3 8’ )""31".

3
8MDI‘row interview with Mrs. C. A. Hanna, Hanna papers.
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her overindulgent.39 Dan was a homely, friendly, fun-loving
boy of no outstanding talents that have been remembered.
Mabel, the older girl, was in some degree mentally retarded.
While she was as sociable and amiable as any, she lacked

the intelligence ever to grcw into responsible adulthood.l"o
It was Ruth, the youngest, who showed her father's temper-
ament, Ruth was slim, bright-eyed and spunky. When she
liked something as she liked horses, nothing stopped her
from riding. When she disliked something as she disliked
school, there was no forcing her to study. She was sent to
expensive eastern academies and found them dull, At six-
teen, her “ormal education was dismissed as hopeless and

she was put to work briefly in a mine office in Michigan.
From there she apparently returned to a life more of her own
chcosing., She entered Cleveland society ané then Washington

Society, and meanwhile developed an intelligent interest in

——

chi 39What is said here of Hanna's relations with his

¢ ldren is the author's conclusion based on Ralph Perkins,

vith --Perkinsiana, pp. 2, 3, author's conversations

Toh Ralph Perkins, Cleveland, 1957, with Mrs, Garvin
ersley, Bethesda, Md., 1959, and with Mrs. Malcolm

MeBride Cieveland, 1959.

Y
of Hg oMabel is not mentioned at all in other biographies
but bnnr&- The family seems to have been protective of her

Y no means reticent to admit that she existed. In
DShe was married, though there were no children. She
six peec° 29, 1932, The author's information came from
690 (M:sol'ks who knew her. See also Harper's Bazaar XXXIV:
Passie L Ch 16, 1901), Cleveland Press, Feb. 25, 1960, and
willi? mention cf her in Hanna to McKinley, June 10, 1899,
C°ng1~em McKinley papers, Manuscript Division, Library of

$8, Washington.
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her father's political career that would continue through
her life and eventually bring her own election to Congress.)+l
Hospitality was a part of life at the Hanna house.

The mistress of the household never knew how many guests to
expect for dinner from one night to the next. The dining
room table would seat twenty-four and often did. As soon

as she had learned to count that high, little Ruth was given
the task 1in the evenings of watching at the front window for
the dust of the approaching caravan and report to the cook

the number of guests before they reached the door. The un-

expected avrrival of whole platoons of new faces was an al-

most daily event, but Mrs. Hanna eventually learned to bear

it with a smile. She was a good manager and a gracious,

attractive hostess, a lady of dignity and presence. The
cooking was in the sure hands of Maggie, a transfer from

the Rhodes hous.ehold.l“"2 It may be that for company the menu
Vas more elaborate, but when the head of the house had his

Preferences he avoided fresh meats in favor of corned beef

———

tion ulThis sketch is based primarily on author's conversa-

e S with her daughter, Mrs. Garvin Tankersley, in 1959.
41 Joseph B, Perkins, §s Bals Flnal pulletin (Cleve-

o Privately printed, 1938), p. 63, and her sketch in

HLithro ‘;’l_ha America under the name Ruth Hanna McCormick

her sor, 1932 and Ruth Hanna Simms between that date and
death in 194y

.uthor'MOrrow interview with Mrs. C. A. Hanna, Hanna papers;
with Rai conversations with Mrs, Garvin Tankersley, 1959,
1959, Ph Perkins, 1957, and with Mrs, Malcolm McBride,

i Julia B, Foraker, I Would Live It Again, p. 91.
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hash, creamed chipped beef (alias "doonkey"), bacon, fried
pickled pork or little deer-foot sausages. And equally
plain vegetables-~-roasting ears, succotash, limas--with
cornbread &and a helping of "smear-case." Maggie's rice
pudding, hot gingerbread or plain cookies were all he would
ask for in desserts. There might be a bottle of claret on
the table, but Hanna himself drank little of that or of
coffee and tea. His preference among drinks between meals
was plain vichy water, and in the summers he would take on
great quantities of it., But his most noticeable excess was
the fine Havana cigar. No one knew him long without seeing
him light up; his cigar became a standard prop, pointing
out from his face like a smoking cannon.l+3

Dévmtown his habits were equally gregarious. He would
have a late lunch at the Union Club and then, if the whim
came on him, sit down to an afternoon of whist. His brother
leonard thought he was "whist-crazy," at times. He "used
.. . make fellows neglect their business to play; stay
over for supper to play." On Saturdays he might keep on
il midnight, though at other times he might suggest ad-

Journment to his house for the evening sessions.m" While

43
e, nggglf, Ihe Sepator, pp. 241, 242; Knight, Iippe-

Hanmm'};lorrow interviews with Leonard C. Hanna, Mrs, C. A.
Papers, 'Tll?l. Hough, and William J. McKinnie, all in Hanna
e

mall gpay :.last two mention that the game was played for
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he spent less time at the game in his middle years than
later, his style was probably the same. A partner for many

years remembered that

Mark was a very good player for a man who talked
as incessently as he did, He would discuss
everything that was going on in town and was
fond of getting any kind of a rig on some one.
He would pounce on me pretty often. I am not
much of a whist player and if I was clumsy or
stupid and made a number of mistakes he would
jump on me like a lion and act as if he meant to
eat me up. He would say "that is the damnedest
play I ever saw," or something like that. Those
who were acquainted with him paid no attention

to what he saidj &gey knew he was having fun in
the way he liked.

This love of masculine company was an end in itself,
hovever well it might serve other ends. Because he was in
business and politics, most of the men he brought home were
useful contacts in his work. But if he calculated his
visitors? usefulness, it was as much for what he could
learn from them as for what he could impress on them.

People were his books. His dinner table was a kind of cir-
culating library. Books of the printed variety Hanna found
much less stimulating, perhaps because they offered no
chance to talk back., Out of family pride he vead his

br°ther'1n-law's histories as they appeared, but for the
\
N

Morrow interview with W. J. McKinnie, Hanna papers.
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pmost part he confined himself to topical pieces in the mag-
azines and newspapers. Above all, he read people.)+6
Religion he approved of from a distance. He would
agree to become a vestryman in his wife's church, for ex-
ample, but never a member. Had he not been the son of a
Quaker married to a Presbyterian and himself married to an
Episcopalian, he might have been less diffident. As it
was, he gave up on theology. If he got into heaven at all,
he once said, it would have to be on his wife's coattails.w’
Meanwhile, he lived by the moralities he felt sure of, and
hoped to be judged by his works.

As a doer of good works he proceeded in his own style,

spontaneocusly and unpretentiously. He enjoyed doing a

favor, but to be known as a philanthropist was never among

his ambitions., There was no hesitating to await the results

of a thorough investigation after the manner of a Rocke-

feller. He preferred to take a ragged newsboy under his

Ving, seeing him through college and into the Methodist

tnistry, The streets were full of ragged newsboys, but
\

Dover his reading, see Morrow interviews with Elmer
p. 4 M4 A. B, Hough, both in Hanna papers; Beer, Hanna,
P, 2 ’52%; Rhodes, McKinlev and Roosevelt Admins,

) y °

9

47
See a) Morrow interview with Mrs, C. A, Hanna, Hanna papers.

SO same
John with Leonard C. Hanna