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ABSTRACT
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ALTERNATIVES
NORTHERN ME}I{I:‘[IG:N COMMUNITY
By
Jon L. Olson

The site of the investigation was Mina, Nuevo Leon, Mexi-
co, a small rural community in the desert zone 33 nﬁ.les north-
west of Monterrey. The purpose is to describe the socio-cul-
tural life of the town, especially political and economic in-
stitutions, and to investigate the modes of decision-meking
involved. Three areas of decision-making were specifically
analyzed: choosing subsistence activities, choosing to become
an entrepreneur, and choosing a curing method.

The l1life of the town is dominated by four storeowning
families who derive their power from their control of local
economic exchanges via stores, cantinas, and the local office
of a federal natural resources agency, Forestal. They dis-
pense jobs through the institutions of compadrazgo (ritual
godparenthood) and patrén-client relations. They receive
from their employees labor, information, and political sup-
port. This support is particularly important in the inter-
family competition that has developed since the mid-1950's.
The competition has crystallized about the past two campaigns
for the office of presidente municipal (mayor). Presently
local ejiditarios also are starting to compete with the store-
owning factions.

The resulting social structure is a three-class system:
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the four storeowning families (upper class), their primary
compadre-clients plus other small businessmen (middle class),
and peasant-laborers (lower class). This system affects the
perception and choice of economic alternatives. A majority
of peasants practice combinations of the low-return, low-risk
alternatives of field cultivation, goat herding, and ixtle fi-
ber gathering. There are few independent small businesses be-
cause of lack of capital, and because of the high risk of com-
peting with the dominant storeowners for the limited money in
the local economy.

An important independent social segment is the Nino Fi-
dencio curing cult, a group of families bonded by a common be-
lief in the healing power of a folk healer who lived in the
municipio 40 years ago. Part of their obligation to the sys-
tem is a promise to be "good", "traditional", and to avoid
"modern" evils such as employment with the storeowners. The
cult offers a low-cost, low-risk alternative to the doctor-
hospital complex for treatment of illness. Obligation to the
Nino through a promesa (promise) is incurred only after a
cure is received.

Three primary conclusions emerge:

1. The socio-cultural life of Mina is partly a function of
external forces: the harsh ecology, the Revolution of 1910,
the Forestal program, relations with state and federal govern-
ment officers and programs. The community has become adapted
to these forces through the traditional institutions of kin-
ship, compadrazgo, and patrén-client relations.
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2. The decisions in the face of these conditions incorporate
various strategies which maximize life chances of the indivi-
dual. This does not imply simple "maximizing of satisfac-
tions". Avoidance of risk seems to be a primary concern.
Peasants often settle for low returns in order to minimize
risk and might be called "minimizers" or "satisficers". Small
businessmen minimize risk by avoiding storeowner competition.
Sick people reduce uncertainty by incorporating as many curing
alternatives as possible. Simplistic "maximizing" concepts
are not sufficient, but must be refined and amplified.
3. Modern-traditional life styles are geared to political-
economic participation in Mina. But upper class "modernity"
is based upon claiming ever greater shares of the relatively
constant local economic pie. In Mina economic improvement
programs such as Forestal have led to a reduction of total
economic and social alternatives because of its control by
the upper class. Thus, "modernization" is a viable concept

only if it is based on expansion of total economic improvement.
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CHAPTER 1
Bcological Setting, History, Society

During the Revolution one day the federal troops
came to Mina. Two men climbed the loma de la cruz to
look out over the valley. But it was cold and the men
wanted to make a fire. One wanted to tear down the
cross, which was made of wood, in those days, to make
a fire. But the other said "no, that would offend
God". But the first bad guy cut the cross and made
a fire. Well, God saw this, and clouds came and
lightening struck the hilltop. The first soldier was
killed and the other ran down the hill, very afraid
(asustado). Well, that showed what God thought of
the soldiers!

The only way one can better himself is to become
rich and be a patrén yourself. These storeowners are
even worse than the (pre-revolutionary) hacendados.
At least they did something for their peones.

Cayetano P.

The purpose of this thesis is twofold: 1) to present
an ethnographic description of life in a Northern Mexican
town, and 2) to investigate decision-meking factors and be-
havior in the community. The study will focus upon the fac-
tors of perception of the decision-makers, of their various
alternatives, the various strategies employed to choose among
the recognized alternatives, and the results of the decision
in terms of individual benefits and, more importantly, social
and cultural effects. I will present more of the theoretical
bases and methodology later; basically this work describes
a Mestizo-Mexican town in Northeast Mexico, then attempts to

i
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2
say something about the situational factors leading to deci-
sions in the critical areas of work activities, opportunities
for a better "more modern" life, and health care.

The investigation was carried out in the Northern Mexi-
can town of Mina, Nuevo Leon. The recognized anthropological
techniques of the "participant observer" were employed. I
lived in the town from August 1968, until July 1969, during
which time interviews were held, various social occasions
were attended, and general observations were made. This data
was supplemented by library research in the archives of the
Instituto Tecnologico and the Estado de Nuevo Leon in Monter-
rey; by interviews with various Mexican state and federal
officials; by gathering original tape recorded and photogra-
Phic data; and by the use of specific questionnaires dis-
Cussed along with the presentation of associated data. The
data was supplemented by a two week visit to Mina in October
1971,

Before proceeding to the ethnographic description and
8nalysis, a few minor points should be advanced. First, the
term "peasant"” must be explained with respect to the people
Of Mina., To this author, "peasant" implies an intimate rela-
tion between the people and agricultural production primarily
for gubsistence. Although the Mina population does depend
SOmewhat upon subsistence agriculture, there are other impor-
tant economic alternatives (fiber gathering, goat herding,
Vage labor, etc.) that are primary to the Mina economy, and
in fact are importaent factors of this study. The subsistence

8griculture connotation of "peasant" is misleading in this
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3

case, They are perhaps better described as "generalized
rural laborers". According to Adams: "Ietin American rural
populations are somewhat generalized, with their subsistence
coming from at least two major sources, wage labor and indi-
vidual farming." (Adams 1964:51) Throughout the thesis the
people will be described by different terms: "peasant",
"rural poor", "lower class" (when speaking of the community
economic structure), and "campesino" (resident of the country-
side). The qualification of Mina people as "peasants" is
best understood by using Wolf's three criteria: First, pea-
sants are agricultural producers even though not every one in
the village is involved in agricultural production. It is
8till an important contribution to the subsistence of the
town., Secondly, peasants maintain effective control over the
land, as opposed to tenants whose control is subject to out-
side authority. Third, the peasant aims at subsistence, not
Teinvestment. (Wolf 1967:503-505) This is true in general
in Mina, but some important modifications brought about by
modern alternatives will be considered.

The unit of analysis of the study is not the Mina com-
Wunj ty per se. Mina is rather the ethnographic setting which
Provides the data for first, the ethnographic account of the
life of the people, and second, an analysis of decision-
Dalking behavior., With this in mind, Mina as a community was
Chosen as the setting for this study, not necessarily for its
“"prenntntiveneaa" of northern Mexican culture (although
this yas certainly a factor), but because it is the locus of
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4
much decision-making, especially with respect to the "modern-
traditional" choices of economic activity and life style. In
modern jargon, it is "where the action is" - where local popu-
lation can buy, sell, seek work, enjoy entertainment, seek a
cure, engage in political dealings, participate in organized
religious activity, etc. There are more "modern" towns in
neighboring municipios and more "traditional" settlements in
the more outlying areas. I chose Mina partly because of its
interaction qualities as it is physically and conceptually
located on a crossroads connecting these modern and tradi-
tional areas. It is very important that the "external" fac-
tors not be treated as boundary conditions for the "internal"
social activity in Mina, but that external forces in terms of
ideas and alternatives be considered important aspects in
community life. I will now present the reader with a general
description of the ecological, historical, and socio-cultural
factors in Mina to aid in understanding the more detailed
data and analysés following this chapter.

The location for the study was the town of Mina in the
state of Nuevo Leon, Mexico. Mina is situated at the eastern
edge of the Northern Mexican desert area on the northeastern
slopes of the Sierra Madre Oriental (Eastern Sierra Madre
mountains). The town is in a position about 33 miles north-
west of Monterrey, directly on the highway connecting Monter-
rey, Nuevo Leon and Monclova, Coahuila (see Figure 1). Mina
is at the northwest mouth of the Salinas canyon, so named
after the Salinas river which runs in a northwest-southeast
direction through the area. The other end of the canyon opens
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8
onto a suburb of Monterrey. With respect to the United States
border, Mina lies approximately 150 miles southwest of ILaredo,
Texas. The town of Mina is the cabacera, or governmental seat
for the municipio (county) of the same name. Unless otherwise
designated, "Mina" will indicate the town, not the municipio.

Mina has important communication and transportation links
with the city of Monterrey. A bus line connects Mina daily
with Monterrey, beginning at 6 A.M. with runs being made
every two hours until 1 A.M. A bus also runs twice weekly
from Mina to the outlying areas of the municipio. The train
line connecting Monterrey to the area west of Mina, passes
close to the town, but passenger trains stop only at the sta-
tion in the neighboring municipio of Hidalgo.

Mina has a single telephone in the government building
(the presidencia), and residents may call out for a nominal
fee paid to the mayor (presidente municipal). Many families
in Mina also have radios, and small Japanese transistor radios
are especially common among goat herders who must spend many
days alone in the desert tending their flocks. According to
the 1960 census there were 76 radios in the municipio serving
449 residents, but this number has undoubtedly greatly in-
creased. There are also a few television sets belonging to
the richer families in Mina.

The topography of the municipio of Mina is arid desert
and mountain foothills with a few larger mountains which form
a series of chains running northwest from the town including
the small mountain ranges of the Sierra de Espinazo de Ambro-
sio, the Sierra del Muerto, Sierra de Minas Viejas, and Sierra
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9
de Gomas. This topography contrasts with the topography of
those municipios lying directly to the east, which are much
flatter, lower and contain more vegetation due to the greater
amount of rainfall they receive. The eastern edge of the
municipio of Mina demarks an ecological boundary line indica-
ted by a slight rise in the canyon floor to Mina's elevation
of 1,860 feet above sea level. The rise in elevation is
marked by a distinct change in vegetation type. Below about
1,800 feet non-irrigated agricultural plots are abundant, and
large groves of fruit trees are common. On the land above
1,800 feet, which includes the entire municipio of Mina, non-
irrigated agriculture is merginal to impossible.

The soil is alluvial of different shades of grey and
brown. The stone and gravel content varies from 30 to 40 per-
cent. The proportions of sand and limestone vary from 30 to
50 percent, and 10 to 20 percent respectively. The pH varies
between 7.4 and 8.4. Organic content ranges from 2.5 to 8.9
percent and total nitrogen content runs from 0.20 to 0.40 per-
cent. (Marroquin 1965:115) Throughout the municipio, corn
plots are found only where they can be watered by irrigation
systems based on river water, natural wells, or where water
can be hand carried from small cisterns.

The difficulty of agricultural production is seen in the
patterns of annual rainfall. There are no rainfall figures
for the municipio of Mina, but some idea can be obtained from
climatological data from Monterrey, 33 miles to the southeast ’
and Monclova, 84 miles to the northwest. The monthly rainfall-
temperature plots for Monclova and Monterrey are given in

i A
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10
Figure 4., It is immediately apparent from the data the the
annual rainfall decreases rapidly along a line from roughly
southeast to northwest as the land rises to the beginning of
the Central Mexican plateau. Monterrey is about 100 miles
from Monclova, yet the total annual rainfall varies from 28.1
inches to about 11.0 inches respectively. This rapidly di-
minishing rate of annual precipitation is depicted by the
rainfall isobars in Figure 1. Monterrey lies in the area of
20 to 30 inches of rainfall per year, Monclova in the 12 to
16 inches of rainfall per year zone, and Mina in the 16 to 20
inches of precipitation per year area. To give a further in-
dication of the rate of decrease of rainfall to the westward,
the annual rainfall rate decreases along the 26th parallel
from 20 to 30 inches on the coast at Brownsville, Texas, to
16 to 20 inches in Mina, to 4 to 8 inches in Torreon, a total
distance of about 360 miles. The rainfall differential was
observed several times, particularly in the September and
October rainy season when the tropical storms from the Gulf
area would bring rain to Monterrey, but no rain would fall in
Mina., The storm would appear to "funnel" down the valley
from the Monterrey area, and disperse where the valley opens
to the northwest about eight miles from Mina. It is at the
mouth of this valley where non-irrigated fields stop and the
desert begins. The rainfall pattern is one of dry winters
(November through April). Toward the end of May and the first
part of June, the spring rains come, but these rains are not
dependable and have been slight over the past few years. Oc-
casional showers occur during July and August, but the most
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12
heavy rains come with the tropical Gulf storms in September
and October. Hurricane Beulah caused severe damage to the
area in September 1967.

The average daily temperature of the area varies from
about 55°F in December and January to about 85°F in July,
August, and September. The lowest temperatures were below
freezing in the winter and above 100°F in the summer. In the
winter the cold northern winds - nortes - blow down from the
Texas plains. In all seasons windstorms may occur, obscuring
the terrain with desert sand.

The primary ecological relationships in the municipio
are those essentially common to high desert areas throughout
the world. There are flat basins and various small hills and
mountains which make the configuration of the land a jumble of
flat arid desert, winding gorges, and mountain spurs. The
slopes of the mountainsides are used for scattered agricul-
tural plots and for grazing of goats. Because rainfall is
sparce and unpredictable, agriculture is found only around
sources of ground water, There are various natural springs in
the foothills as well as two rivers, the Rio Salinas and Rio
Cuanales, whose water levels vary from season to season.

There is little agriculturally important land in the flat

basins except near the rivers and springs. Various wild

plants are gathered in the basins, although they also are more
abundant on the foothill slopes. The major wild plants found
are Candelilla (Euphorbia Antisyphilitica), Lechuguilla (Agave
Lechuguilla), Palma Ixtlera (Yucca Carnerosena), Guayule (Par-
thenium Argentatum), Gobernadora (Larrea Tridentata), Nopales
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13
(Opuntia Streptacantha and Opuntia Leucotricha), Ojasé (Flou-
rensia Cernua), and Mesquite (Prosopio Juliflora). A more
complete list of wild plants and their folk-medicinal uses
appears in the appendix.

The animal life in the municipio is desert fauna. The
largest animal in the lower desert is the coyote. There are
many species of venomous fauna including tarantulas, scor-
pions, black widow spiders, centipedes, and rattlesnakes.
Life in the desert is particularly dangerous in the early
spring when the various fauna emerge from their underground
winter lairs. The first few weeks in April are known as
"snake days" (dfas de la vibora) because it is then that
snakes emerge from underground and are commonly found even in
the towns. Deer and a few small bear are found in the higher
mountain zones. Rabbits and rodents are numerous, and agri-
cultural plots are commonly protected from them by cane fences.

The settlement pattern in the municipio is an adjust-
ment to the desert conditions. The population density, aver-
aged over the entire municipio averages about two persons per
square mile, compared to 41 people per square mile in the
neighboring municipio directly to the east where ecological
conditions permit more abundant agriculture. The map of the
municipio (Figure 2) will aid the reader in understanding the
basic settlement patterns. The only true "towns", in the
sense of a compact residential and commercial center, are
Mina and Espinazo, a railroad maintenance station. According
to a household survey taken, 867 people declare Mina their
residence. However, because many of the men work in the

A
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14
countryside, the town population is probably 500 to 600 people
at any given time.
The town is divided into definite neighborhoods or
barrios. The bases of the divisions are various. One neigh-

borhood, La Torre (The Tower), is so recognized because of its

position on a small hill. Similarly E1 Barrial (The Clay
Spot) is aptly named because of its nearness to some muddy

patches in an arroyo. This barrio is also recognized as a

discrete social entity because it is populated by a group of
families who arrived from the South during the Revolution, and
who are considered outsiders. A third barrio, El Obispado

(The Bishop's Palace), is a direct take-off of a famous his-
torical landmark in Monterrey, and is so named because it is
the site of the farm of the local priest, and the residence
of the family who works the farm.

The 1960 census figures indicate that of the total 3,055
residents of the municipio of Mina, 648 live in the town and
1,038 live on the ten ejidos. One hundred forty people live
in the ejido of Los Guerra, about one kilometer from Mina;

156 live in Presa de las Mulas, one of the few areas where a
river irrigation system is possible; 153 live on Los Remotos
and 121 live in San Nicolas, two remote rancherfa-ejidos.
These are the largest ejidos. There are about 350 people in
the railroad station town of Espinazo. Approximately 1,000
people live on about 70 rancherfa settlements. Although these
figures are from 1960, the presidente municipal indicated that
these are probably about the same populations for 1968 as well.
The towns, ejidos and larger rancherfas are indicated in
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Figure 2. There are also two haciendas but they are very
small; 32 people live on haciendas.

The settlement pattern consists of two basic types: the
two towns versus a second rancherfa pattern which includes
the actual cherfas, the ejidos, and the haciendas. The
town pattern of Mina is common in all parts of Spanish colo-
nial America: a central plaza with a church on one side and
government buildings on the opposite side; the remainder of
the town a jumble of rectangular blocks containing residences
and agricultural plots. The town of Espinazo is similarly
arranged around the railroad station and sheds, and a central
complex of buildings which is a shrine for a local curing
cult which will be discussed later.

The common pattern in the rest of the municipio is
smaller settlements surrounded by desert land: the rancheri-
as. The more familiar configuration of small peasant communi-
ties surrounded by outlying fields is absent because the de-
sert conditions will not support this style of agriculture.
Instead, the small rancherias are "stations" for goat herding
and gathering of plant fibers.

The settlements consist of scattered wattle and daub and
adobe buildings interspersed with goat pens and small garden
plots. The center of the rancherfa may be a well or a spring.
The size of the rancherfas ranges from a few buildings in
which a single family lives to settlements of many families
with a dozen or so buildings laid out roughly in "streets".
One ejido-rancherfa settlement consists of a section of roofed-
over dry gulches. The average population of the rancherfas is
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13.3 people. The ejidos average 103.8 persons each, but this
figure is misleading because all of the ejidos except the one
closest to Mina consist of complexes of smaller rancherfa
settlements.

The non-gjido rancherfas are on communidad land - land
which was declared free for anyone's use by President Cardenas
in the 1930's. The ejidos are settlements on land that was
specifically allocated for use by the community members during
the same period of land reform. The haciendas are privately-
owned agricultural settlements.

Some general population trends of the municipio of Mina
can be noted. First, of the total 3,055 residents, 286 (9.5%)
were born outside the municipio. This is due primarily to
two factors. Five extended-family-households moved to the
Mina area during the Revolution, and now these households re-
present about 100 people. The rest are accounted for by a
few families who have since moved to this area, and by spouses
who married into families in the municipio. Most of the
people in the municipio (90%) were born there.

Secondly, the municipio shows a definite population de-
crease over the past 40 years or so as shown by the Mexican
National Census. From 1930 to 1940, the municipal population
increased from 3,997 to 4,633 (15.7%). From 1940 the trend
has reversed. The population decreased from 4,633 in 1940
to 4,541 in 1950 (-2%), and from 4,541 in 1950 to 3,055 in
1960 (-33%). This decrease is due to a multiplicity of inter-
related factors to be discussed in the body of the disserta-
tion. In general the population decline is a result of
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depreciating agricultural productivity because of disappear-
ance of ground water; of a better road allowing outmigration
to Monterrey; of the declining lechuguilla fiber industry
and subsequent federalization and price-fixing; and of the
solidification of political and economic power in the communi-
ty by a handfull of families.

The small amount of agriculture that does take place on
the rancherfas is limited to a few locations on foothill
slopes, and within the communities themselves on the land im-
mediately surrounding the adobe huts. All of these agricul-
tural plots must be irrigated, in most cases by hand carrying
water from a natural spring or well. According to the 1960
census there are only 400 hectares of irrigated land in the
municipio of 3,808 square kilometers, or about 0.1% of the
available land is irrigated for agriculture. The impression

one receives of the area is that of a vast desert populated
by many very small "oasis" communities built around natural
springs or wells. In the desert basins the only signs of hu-
man occupation are the sparse rancheria groups of two or
three buildings, dusty trails connecting the various rancher-

{as, and occasional goat herds with their herders.

Along with ecological factors, historical events are im-
portant in understanding the present configuration of Mina.
One of the dominant themes in the history of this part of
Mexico has been that of the "frontier", and a prevailing fea-
ture in the history of this frontier region has been violence.
In preconquest times, this area was inhabited by Chichimecs,
those diverse groups which continuously impinged upon the
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northern extensions of the various civilizations of the Cen-
tral Mexican plateau and the Huaxtec regions along the Nor-
thern Mexican Gulf coast. Occasionally these "barbarian"
groups penetrated into the more advanced areas, but more
often the central groups had to repulse periodic southern mi-
grations of these groups. The present northeastern states of
Nuevo Leon, Tamaulipas, San Iuis Potosi, and Coahuila were
occupied by Chichimec groups, and were the northern frontier
states of the Aztec empire. The central civilizations alle-
gedly sent various military detachments to this area, and al-
though the relationship with the Chichimec "barbarians" was a
central concern for the Central Mexican civilizations (Kirch-
hoff 1966), the area was never brought under Central Mexican
influence. After Spanish conquest of Central Mexico, small
military detachments of Tlaxcalan allies were assigned to
forts in Monterrey and Saltillo, Coahuila, which was the
first time that military and political control was success-
fully extended from Central Mexico. (Hernandez 1969:57) It
was during conquest times that the valley of Mina was a no-
man's land between Spanish colonial Monterrey and the Indians
to the north and west. The Salinas canyon, which is the
mouth of the valley and wherein Mina is located, forms a na-
tural "highway" or duct through which many indian groups
passed on their way to and from Texas, the Southwest United
States, and Northern Mexico. Nowadays the valley is littered
with remnants of these passages: extensive pictoglyphs and
rock paintings, firesites, and arrowpoints. Skirmishes with
marauding bands of indians continued until the late nineteenth
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century. Residents talk of the attack on Rancho San Antonio
de Arista in the municipio when all the families on the
rancho were killed in one raid. Speaking of Spanish settle-
ments in Northern Mexico and the Southwestern United States,
McWilliams states, "The fifth century Europeans felt no
greater fear of the Huns of Attila than the fear which the
Apaches inspired in the Spaniards and the Pueblo Indians."
(McWilliame 1948:29) In Northeast Mexico and Texas, a par-
tial list of resisting indian groups includes the following:
Coahuiltecas, Janambres, Molinas, Moralinos, Zapateros, Pin-
tos, Comecrudos, Tamaulipecos, Malincheros, Tejones, Mesca-
leros, Garzas, Venados, Pames, Olives - all of which were
subgroups of Pueblos, Apaches, Comanches, Utes, and Navahos.
(Solis 1971:59)

Mina was first settled in conjunction with the general
exploration and settlement of the Northeastern Mexican terri-
tory around Monterrey. Don Diego Montemayor and a group of
soldiers and colonists founded the Monterrey settlement on
September 20, 1596. The area around Monterrey including the
Valle de San Francisco de las Canas (which was later renamed
as the Valle de Mina) was settled by small ranchers who
grazed cattle, sheep, and goats in the desert, foothills, and
in the more fertile areas directly surrounding Monterrey.
Captain don Alvino Villegas Alconedo was given jurisdiction
over the land in 1761. He arrived with hie company of set-
tlers and soldiers to take possession of the land for His
Majesty and to bring the already-existing ranchos under the

protection of his troops. The written testimony of this
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20
possession was placed in the "permanent archives of the valley"
by Villegas, and now remains in the presidencia (government
building) in the town of Mina. In 1796 Don Antonio Gutierrez
Maldonado obtained permission from Carlos IV of Spain to cre-
ate settlements in the valley, and to bring existing ranches
under his jurisdiction. This edict was primarily for the
purpose of organizing the settlers to more effectively fight
off the indians who continued to destroy crops and run off
the animals from the ranches. Because of the plight of the
people living in the valley, Carlos IV ordered in a Royal
Command to the governor (Don Juan Manuel Munoz de Villacen-
sillo) of the state of Nuevo Reino de Leon (later changed to
Nuevo Leon) to pacify the area.

During colonial times there was allegedly little social
mixing or intermarriage among Spanish and indians because of
the continuous warfare. There was little interaction with
the local indians, and those who did come under Spanish juris-
diction became essentially slaves who worked the fields and
mines of the area. (Hernmandez 1969:57) This contrasts with
the settlement patterns in Central Mexico where the Spanish
and indiens mixed immediately to form the present Mestizo
Mexican physical characteristics. Although no physical an-
thropological data was taken, a subjective impression of the
Mina population is that many people in Mina, especially the
families that can be traced to the founders, are more "white"
(blancos) compared to mestizo families, many of which have
migrated into the area since 1900.

Mina was settled as a Spanish colonial town and was
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constructed on a common plan: a central plaza with a church
on one side, a government building on the other, and houses
of the more "important" people along the adjacent sides. The
rest of the town was laid out in square blocks containing
adobe houses that present only doors and barred windows to
the street, but that open onto pleasant interior patios.

After Mina was established, more small ranches were set-
tled around the town. Around Monterrey the original colonial
settlers' economy as indicated by Saldana (1965:2) was based
on goats, sheep, cattle, maguey (tequila), small-scale agri-
culture, and crafts. Much of this pattern persists in Mina,
modified by the disappearance of sheep and commercial maguey,
and the influence of industrial jobs and modern markets in
Monterrey.

Although no informants discussed it, the time of the
Texas Revolution and Republic (1836-1846) saw many skirmishes,
murders, and raids along the border area between the Republic
of Texas and the Mexican border states of Coahuila, Nuevo
Leon, and Tamaulipas. Initially, competition for Texas land
was the cause, but the conflict soon generalized into "Anglos"
versus Mexicans. The slaughters of Anglo-Americans at the
Alamo and Goliad as well as the inability to agree on boun-
daries added to the problem.

"Throughout the decade of the Texas Republic, the shoot-
ing war continued...Murder was matched by murder; raids by
Texans were countered by raids from Mexico." (McWilliams
1948:101) Border strife continued throughout the Mexican-
American War (1846), and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
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which ceded approximately half of Mexico's territory to the
United States, only aggravated local Anglo-Mexican animosi-
ties. Also the treaty did little to terminate the violence
in this area.

"Taking advantage of the confusion which prevailed, the
indians launched fierce raids on both Anglo and Hispano
settlements, conducted marauding expeditions deep into Mexi-
can territory, and cunningly exploited the hatred that had
been engendered between Anglo and Hispano." (McWilliams 1948:
104) The mountain valleys and passes in the municipio of
Mina are filled with old firesites containing flint chippage
to testify to these times.

The Anglos blamed the raids on Mexican instigation, and
vice versa; the result was a melange of skirmishing groups:
the Indians, Texas-Anglos, Mexican Nationals, Mexicans in
Texas, various groups of gold-seekers, adventurers and out-
laws. Cattle raiding in both directions across the border in
the 1870's further complicated matters. "The raids were so
frequent that the whole territory was entirely in the posses-
sion of cattle-raiders and bandits...The raids culminated in
March 1875, when a band of 150 Mexicans crossed the border
near Eagle Pass and raided as far East as Corpus Christi."
(McWilliams 1948:109) As far as is known, Mina was not di-
rectly raided during these times, but it is important to
realize the violent climate of the times in this area.

During the Independence period (1851-1910) the town-
ranch settlement and economic patterns persisted. During
this period the town was renamed in honor of Francisco Xavier
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Mina, a hero in the Mexican Independence movement. By the
end of the nineteenth century three large agricultural and
stock-raising estates (haciendas) were formed which employed
many of the local people in semi-servile occupations. The
growth of large landed estates is to a large part due to the
favorable policies and laws of the presidential regime of
Porfirio Diaz from 1876 to 1910. (Tannenbaum 1968:192)

The establishment of these large estates in the latter
19th century was especially significant in the northern
states. Between 1877 and 1910 the number of agricultural ha-
ciendas more than doubled in five Mexican states: Tabasco
and Chiapas in the South, and Coahuila, Nuevo Leon, and So-
nora in the North. The increase in cattle ranches was much
more spectacular. Seventeen of the thirty one Mexican states
more than doubled in number of ranchos. The leader was Baja
California: from 35 in 1877 to 1,093 in 1910, an increase of
about 3,000%! Nuevo Leon increased from 952 to 1,799.

(Tello 1968:Cuadro 1) By 1910, 60% of the rural population

of Nuevo Leon was located on large ranchos and haciendas.

(Tannenbaum 1968:192) It is not known exactly what percen-
tage of the local population worked as peones for the ha-
ciendas, but according to the accounts of older informants it
was quite high. The wages paid to the people ranged from 50
centavos to one peso per wo;ker per day, but as one old in-
formant stated, "a family could live very well on a peso in
those days." Often the wage was paid in food and clothing.
Credit was extended by the hacendados and many of the workers
were in permanent debt-peonage. The haciendas seem to have
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been the dominant economic and political structure in the
area.

From 1908 to 1925 the border saw increased violence now
because of Mexican revolutionary activities and Texas-United
States reactions. It has been estimated that from 500 to
5,000 Mexican civilians were killed in the border area.
(McWilliams 1948:111) Again, from Brownsville to Calexico,
raiders crossed and recrossed the border, taking advantage
of the confusion of the Revolution.

With the coming of the Revolution, the large-scale haci-

endas were abandoned, and their ruins are quite dramatic fea-

tures of the landscape. There are presently a few haciendas
in the municipio, but they are nowhere near the reported
scale of the earlier ones, and are similar to poor rancheria
cogmunities in the area.

The Revolution of 1910 saw much action in and around the
municipio. Various raids and battles by various revolutionary
and government groups took place locally. Various members of
the community participated in revolutionary activities, and
there was one minor skirmish fought in the town. One elderly
man told the author of wrangling horses for General Pershing
when he entered Mexico on the punitive expedition in 1917,
but had to stay in the United States for ten years because he
was afraid to return to the reaction of the villagers to his
having served the yanquis.

Since various military groups passed through Mina on the
way to and from Monterrey on revolutionary missions, many

townspeople felt that the only way to survive was to remain
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neutral enough to avoid the wrath of any particular faction.
Whenever this topic was discussed, informants told the story
of "El Muerto" (The Dead), a small abandoned rancheria near
Mina. The legend-story has it that one day Pancho Villa's
band rode in and forced the men at gunpoint to ride with him.
The very next day a Federalist patrol, noting the absence of
men, were told by the women that they had all ridden with
Villa. In reprisal, the troops killed the remaining women,
children and aged. When the men returned a few weeks later,
the bodies hadn't even been buried, so they placed the re-
mains in a large common grave and abandoned the rancheria,
which supposedly hasn't been visited since.

The political bases of the Revolution such-as the order-
ly succession of elected presidents, land reform, and the
creation of constitutional government did not seem to be
clearly understood by the local people. One informant stated
"Many men went to ride with Pancho Villa. They didn't know
why. They just wanted to be part of it." Sefor P, an elder-
ly man who had worked on one of the local haciendas before
the revolution said, "They didn't understand the revolution.
They didn't know what they were doing. They knew that there
was a war and they rode off." That the Northerners were un-
clear about the forces in the Revolution is also noted by
Womack. "More a force of nature than of politics, the Villis-
ta party was commotion rampant. These northern drifters
could give their populism no real point. Cowboys, muleskin-
ners, bandits, railroad laborers, peddlers, refugee peons,
the Villistas had no definite clase interests or local
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attachments." (Womack 1968:192)

Some families of Mina outmigrated to the United States
to avoid the conflict, to return only after the fighting had
died down. Another elderly man worked in the mines in Ari-
zona from 1911 to 1920: "...to get myself out of the war.
There were many crazy people around in those times."

It was at this time many local men crossed into the
United States to escape the local upheavals and to find work.
The mines in Arizona and the farms in Texas were the greatest
attractions. There they experienced the often violent dis-
crimination against Mexicans. Local residents account fights
and beatings administered by Anglo-Texans, often abetted by
local police. There was a fear of the Texas Rangers, "Rin-
ches", based on many tales of murder and violence carried out
against Mexicans. This is documented by McWilliams. "Much
of the lawlessness against Mexicans in Texas had an official
or semi-official status, for the Texas Rangers had become a
kind of 'black-and-tan' constabulary bent on terrorizing the
Mexican population."” (McWilliams 1948:113) These times live
on in stories and in the folk-song corridos and décimas, such
as the gorrido of Gregorio Cortez who fled the Texas posses
after killing a sherrif in defending his family. (Paredes
1958) These songs are especially prevalent in the northern
border area where the tradition of Texas-Mexican animosity and
violence persists. (Paredes and Foss 1966:91; Paredes 19663
157)

The post-revolutionary period brought changes to Mina
common throughout Mexico. (Tannenbaum 1968:198-224) The







27
large haciendas were disbanded; ten small ejidos were esta-
blished in the municipio. The gjidos, exhibiting the basic
rancheria settlement pattern, consist of small groups of buil-
dings scattered throughout the desert. Small-scale irrigated
agriculture, fiber gathering, and goat herding on common land
are the primary economic activities on the gjidos. The for-
mer hacienda grazing land was declared "community" land and is
now used for stock grazing both for the ejidos and for the
population in general. Various federal programs including a
workers' union, a peasant woman's club, and a station of the
federal natural resources organization, Forestal, have been
implemented in the community. Naturally irrigated agricul-
ture, supported by artesian wells (since dried up) was a
widespread mode of production in the foothill areas after the
Revolution.

During the period directly following the violence of the
Revolution (from about 1920 onward) a series of events occur-
red that greatly influenced the present social, political,
and economic character of the town. With the disruption of
the haciendas and the general social flux brought about by
the violence of the national upheaval, a small group of fami-
lies in Mina started to solidify their own social and econo-
mic position in the town. One family had amassed a large
amount of ex-hacienda land and was employing local people as
laborers before the land reform activities of the 1930's.
Another former peén family had allegedly been involved in
black market activity, and amassed enough money to start a
local store., With land reform, the desert land was made
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public, but the arable land near the river remained in pri-
vate hands (see Figure 3). The pattern that started to
emerge in the 1940's and 1950's was a group of local families
who began to dominate the economic and political life of the
town. The means to domination were economic: storeowning
and ownership of the agricultural areas to the South of the
town.

During this time others improved their economic position,
one by rebuilding and repairing used jukeboxes imported from
the United States - and moved away, mostly to Monterrey. The
families who remained however, continued to coalesce their
local power. They employed other locals on their large farms
and in their stores. The presidentes from 1940 to the pre-
sent have been members of only three families.

This pattern was amplified in the ten years from 1955 to
1965 for essentially two reasons: construction of wells for
the Monterrey water supply, and in 1964 the installation of
Forestal. Six large wells were built near Mina during the
years 1955-1961. After operation was initiated the local
artesian wells stopped flowing, and many of the local shallow
wells and natural springs dried up, probably a consequence of
a lowered water table. The result was the almost-complete
disappearance of local agriculture which had depended on
these water sources. The only agriculture that remains is
those plots that can be irrigated by hand from small cisterns,
and a few fields of poor quality to the south of the town
which get their water from the ground water near the river.
Much land became uselass for agriculture, and hence not only
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did many local families lose employment, but the new land-
owners lost a primary income source.

The unemployment for the workers, partially alleviated
by a small mining company which operated a marble processing
plant in Mina in 1962-1963, has remained high. The plant was
not successful and closed after only two years of production.

The second factor was the installation of a Forestal
station in Mina. This was part of a federal program to help
the communities in the arid states of Northern Mexico. The
basic program was to regulate the exploitation of natural
plant material in the arid zones. The primary regulations
pertained to the production of Candelilla (wax), Lechuguilla
(fiber), Palma Samandora (fiber), and Nopal (fodder for ani-
mals). In Mina, the program affected mostly the production
of Lechuguilla. Candelilla and Nopal production was affected
secondarily. The program as instituted assured the gatherers
of these wild plents a fixed price for their production to
protect them from market fluctuations. This was particularly
important for Lechuguilla fiber (ixtle) whose market value
was allegedly becoming zero in the early 1960's. The program
also stipulated that the plants could only be gathered by
hand-held tools to prevent large-scale mechanized production.
The reasoning was two-fold: to provide jobs and to protect
the natural resources. (Marroquin 1965)

Forestal stations were established throughout the nor-
thern states. Here the products were received and packed, and
the individual either received cash or credit slips for his

produce. In some areas, storeowners obtained federal
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permission to receive credit slips directly in exchange for
the goods they would sell to peasant producers.

The result in Mina was that two of the storeowning fami-
lies became the administrators of the local Forestal agency.
Alleged graft in both the administration of the agency and in
the exchange of credit slips at their store enabled them to
rapidly improve their economic position in the town. They
bought land: not the outlying worthless land, but the land
and houses within the town. They dispensed jobs on their
land, in their stores, and in the agency as favors for loyal-
ty to them. Many peasant producers were indebted to their
store. This will be discussed later in the thesis, but the
total result is that four families basically control the eco-
nomic and political life of the town; they are referred to
as the "new patrones" by many of the people of the town.

Although they will be considered in more detail later,
two socio-cultural principles are presented here so that the
structure of political-economic life in Mina can be under-
stood. The first is the formation of compadres, or the insti-
tution of compadrazgo. The most important compadre relations
are formed at the baptismal ceremony of a child, when the
parents select godparents to be ritual sponsors of the child.
The parents and godparents become compadres, a relationship
which entails mutual respect, trust, and sometimes aid. The
second institution is that of patronismo, the relationship
between a patron (patrén) and a client. Patrén-client rela-
tions are essentially superiority in relationship: the patrén
may be the ritual sponsor, an employer, an influential person,

A
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etc. The client, conversely, is the parent requesting ritual
sponsorship, the employee, the person under the protective
beneficence of the influential. (Compadrazgo and patrén-cli-
ent relations are particularly important in the relationship
among work groups, and among employers and employees in Mina.

The basic facts of social organization in Mina are the
domination of the town by the powerful families who are con-
nected to the rest of the town through ties of kinship, com-
padrazgo, and patrdén-client. Virtually all wage labor posi-
tions are controlled by these families who allocate the few
Jjobs available. These families control Forestal, own the
stores, cantinas, and most of the land, and have held the im-

portant political offices for the past 30 years. The five
powerful families are surrounded by a group of loyal employee-
compadre-clients who not only supply the labor base of their
economic power, but are politically loyal.

The resulting social class system is three dimensional:
the "upper" class are the immediate members of the powerful
families; the "middle" class are those tangential relatives
to the powerful families plus a small number of independent
families who run small businesses or have larger goat herds.
These two social segments represent approximately one-fourth
of the population. The remaining three-fourths are the poor
"lower" class. They are by and large gatherers of ixtle fi-
ber, small-scale agriculturalists and goat herders and miners.

The pyramidal social structure is reinforced by the upper
class' ties with political and business powers in Monterrey
with whom they have been able to control the office of
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presidente municipel (mayor) and Forestal., Until the mid-
1950's control lay in two closely-knit families. However,
events since then have led to schism and competition among
the upper class families: another family became rich and in-
fluential via a jukebox repair business; another allegedly
discovered buried treasure and used it to build a competing
store; a disagreement over the directorship in Forestal
split the two originally powerful families; another family
has started a store, a cantina, and a restaurant, and has
started to align itself with the increasingly vocal ejiditar-
ios. A significant change occurred as a result of the elec-
tions of 1969. The state organization of PRI, the dominant
political party in Mexico, bypassed the candidates submitted
by the various competing upper-class factions for the office
of presidente muni¢ipal. Instead, PRI endorsed the candidate
of the ejiditarios, a female school teacher, allegedly as a
slap in the faces of competing factions. In general, the
past 20 years have seen continuous competition and sometimes
intrigue in the upper class, with accompanying flux in the
compadre and patrén-client ties relating the upper to the
middle classes.

For the lower class this time has meant continuing po-
verty and powerlessness due to the meager resources of the
area, and the limited job opportunities controlled by the
upper class. It is in this context that the peasant must
decide: to try to eke out a marginal existance of fiber ga-
thering, garden agriculture and goats; to try to seek a job
in the city; to ask a member of the upper class families to
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be a compadre, hereby ensuring perhaps a job and adequate
subsistence, but running the risks inherent in the upper
class intrigues and possible shunning by the rest of the low-
er class families; to try to start a small business comple-
mentary to or in competition with the dominant families.
These are some of the decisions the peasant-worker faces.
Underlying it all is the desire for economic resources to
"progress" and to be "modern" versus the basic need for
enough to survive in a "humble and traditional” mode of life.

The recent history of Mina is characterized by better
transportation and communication links with Monterrey and
hence with the rest of Mexico. A highway connecting Monter-
rey to Monclova via Mina was built in 1964-65. Passenger
trains which connect Mina to Monterrey and Monclova were
built during the revolutionary years. The Mina station has
been discontinued, and passengers must catch the train in the
neighboring municipio. Buses connect Mina to Monterrey at
two-hour intervals daily.

Electricity was installed in Mina in 1961 as part of the
Mexican national program of rural electrification. Various
other small communities in the municipio are presently under-
going electrification also. One telephone in the government
building serves the entire municipio.

Continuing the pattern set by the colonial settlement,
the town of Mina is the cabacera, or governmental seat, of
the municipio, and hence is the location of various state and
federal offices and services. There is a state supported pri-
mary school established in 1956. There is also a small state

| V N
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hospital with a visiting doctor and a permanent nurse. Some
post-revolution federal programs, the Peasant Woman's League
(Lige Peminil Campesina), the National Workers Organization
(Syndicato de Obreros), and the Federal Natural Resource Con-
servation Organization (La Forestal) have been established in
the community in the past ten years. The workings of these
agencies will be discussed later.

In many ways Mina is representative of the small Nor-
thern Mexican peasant towns serving the rancho and ejido sys-
tem common throughout the northern states, but Mina is dis-
tinctive because of its proximity to the large industrial
center of Monterrey. The people of Mina are very conscious
of the nearness of Monterrey and the modern life style it im-
plies. The landing pattern of jets overlaps a corner of the
municipio; Monterrey radio stations come in loudly on the
omnipresent transistor radios; the 33 miles to Monterrey is
only an hour and a half ride on daily buses. To some resi-
dents this all represents an opportunity to enter and imitate
a better, "modern" life. To others, it is a force to be re-
sisted. An important point to be emphasized is that the en-
tire economic system is closely dependent upon exchanges with
Monterrey. The ixtle fiber is sold via Forestal in Monterrey,
goats are consumed in Monterrey restaurants, phosphorite from
the mines is shipped to Monterrey, people are employed in
Monterrey, and all of the manufactured goods and many consum-
ables are brought to Mina from Monterrey. Although the com-
munication and transportation to Monterrey certainly has im-

proved in the recent past, Mina's reliance on the urban
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contér is not a "modern" phenomenon. We read in the state-
ments of the early Spanish settlers in the area around Mina
that the economic production of sheep, goats, tequila, and
emall-scale industry such as mining was largely for shipment
to Monterrey. Don Diego de Ayala addressed his rural neigh-
bor in 1666:

To my neighbor - landowner - keeper of cattle and
goats, horses and mules, on the outskirts of the city
of Monte Rey, and miner in this village, in the first
days in February of this year...I built a smelting
hacienda to serve the mines and parts of mines in
this area. I built it from the first foundations in
order to work the said mines at much cost to my fi-
nances; I brought to this village a group of carpen-
ters, metal workers, bricklayers, and, for use in the
business, I secured 100 mares; 800 work horses, 60
muleg; more than 100 head of cattle - 60 cows and 40
bulls; and 200 head of sheep and goats; with 400
bushels of corn and wheat and 20 measures of tobacco;
one get of bellows, two sets of cannons, shot and ball;
20 axes and seven steel bars; hammers, nails, saws,
pliers, and other necessary hardware; with which,
with my industry and good luck, and by order of your
mercy, most of the hostile Chichimecs were removed
from this area, with all their families of women and
children.....and started the smelter and it is work-
ing and running. I and Diego Gutierrez went to the
hill and saw the caves where they had been working
for ten months without finding a productive vein...
after returning to work the cave in the first part of
November, they found a vein of more than seven kinds
of metal. ...We plan to work with these veins and
will soon begin to bring our (product) to Monte Rey.
(Translated from Cavazos-Garza 1964:31)

In many important aspects, Mina and the North in gen-
eral are distinct from the rest of Mexico, and various sug-
gestions have been advanced to explain these differences. A
primary factor is that life in the area has been influenced
by its desert ecology, the proximity to the United States, by
its ieolation from the social and cultural life of the rest
of Mexico, and by its own particular history. The past in
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this part of Mexico has been a continual struggle against the
natural elements and the marauding indians. This is in con-
trast to much of the rest of Mexico which has a long history
of adequate agricultural production and relative peace be-
tween Spanish and indigents since early contact. In the
North there is little or no influence of indigenous cultural
traditions except those brought there by indian and mestizo
immigrants over the years. This part of Mexico has been iso-
lated since before Conquest from the "civilized" life of Cen-
tral Mexico. Adams relates Monterrey's industrial growth to
this isolation:

The great industrial complex of Monterrey, Mexico,
developed in a situation somewhat separated from the
general social development of Mexico. Although Mon-
terrey was connected by rail with Mexico City late in
the nineteenth century, the general attitude of the
development strongly reflected the private-enterprise
practices of its northern neighbor...A somewhat simi-
lar development occurred in Antioquia, Colombia, where
the semi-isolated locals permitted remarkable indus-
trial development, relatively free of the governmental
controls so evident in Lima, Mexico City, or Rio de
Janiero, (Adams 1967:120)

A distinctive northern "culture" (lLa Cultura Nortena),
which distinguished residents of the North from the rest of
the Mexican population, has arisen partially because of these
circumstances. Mestizo Mexicans in general recognize and
caricature Nortenos as being more independent, aggressive,
thrifty (to the extent of stinginess), argumentive, and
boastfully self-reliant and proud.

The tradition of violence has allegedly led to certain
characteristies of Northern or "Norteno" life Solis describes

as tension-ridden, hostile, impulsively aggressive, and
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defensively violent. Although these characteristics are
found throughout Mexico, it is especially prevalent in the
northern states because of the long tradition of violence.
(Solis 1971:79)

These attitudes are summed up in Mina in the much-used
phrase "hombre del campo" (man of the countryside) which
means that a man is a successful embodiment of the above-men-
tioned traits, and that his "natural" place is in the chal-
lenged-and-beaten desert. The phrase also implies that he
will stand for no affronts on his masculinity, and that he
can aggressively handle himself in the social world as ef-
fectively as he does in the natural one. He must be strong,
crafty, independent, self-reliant, and above all, manly.
These attitudes result in a "cowboy" impression of the men.

Guns are extremely popular in Mina as they are in the
North in general. Men often go about with pistols in hol-
sters or simply tucked into their belts. It is common to see
armed men in the small towns throughout the area. Solis
tells the legend story of the response of the Norteno who was
glven the choice of a gun and a horse, or a woman. He chose
the gun and horse because, "with a gun and a horse, a woman
will follow." (Solis 1971:107)

The "Revolutionary" -~ especially in the style of Pancho
Villa - is a widely emulated style. On two occasions while
the observer was in Mina, men used this image to vent their
frustrations by getiing drunk, arming themselves, mounting a
horse, and riding out of town, shooting into the air as they

left. This is a common occurrance according to informants,
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and is described by an informant as "the freedom that a man
of the countryside needs."

Related to this Hombre del Campo complex is the attitude
toward the countryside itself. The two most often mentioned
qualities in association with desert life are that it is
lonely (gsolo) and sad (triste). Herding, for example, is
described as being "muy solo y triste" (very lonely and sad).
The desert land and foothills are described as "la tierra
triste" - the sad land. In conversations with Monterrey re-
sidents; the author was often asked how he could possibly
live in such a "sad" area. In the distinctive Norteno music
these are also the common themes. The songs commonly account
of an aggressive and masculine Man of the Countryside who is
truly sad that he must leave his town girl to seek his life
and fortune in the desert and mountains, often with his group
of friends and compadres.

A final important cultural aspect of the life in Mina
is the belief in the supernatural powers of a charismatic
curer, Nino Fidencio, who liven in the municipio during the
1920's and 1930's. The reputation of his miraculous cures
grew during his own time, and since his death, the faithful
make semi-annual pilgrimages to his tomb in the outlying town
of Espinazo. The belief and celebrations are primarily a
lower class phenomenon, and have come to be a supernatural
Jjustification for the poor, humble, but morally superior life
of the traditional Mexican peasant. The cult also offers a
curing opportunity alongside the hospitals and doctors of the
area. The cult members form no unified group in Mina. There
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are a group of women who regularly attend the Sunday curing
sessions given by the local curer, but they are not formally
organized nor do they engage in any other activities together.
Instead; the Nino Fidencio system offers a mystical curing
alternative to the formal, scientific, and sometimes over-
worked hospital-doctor system, as well as providing a posi-
tive supernatural justification for the poverty engulfing the
population of the area.

These then are the important factors in the Mina set-
tings a harsh, desert ecology; political-economic domina-
tion by a few families who have made their fortunes in the
years following the 1910 Revolution; the increasing incor-
poration into the modern world primarily because of proximity
to Monterrey; the influence of the magico-religious Nino
Fidencio curing cult; and, a long tradition of isolation
and frontier violence which has resulted in a distinctive
Culturg Norteng, typified by the independent and aggressive
*hombre del campo”. The rest of the thesis will be a more-
detailed consideration of these various dimensions, and kinds
of decisions that are made in this context.



CHAPTER 2
BEconomic Life in Ming

Zapopan sews shirts in a factory in Salinas Victoria,
she comes home almost every weekend. Papa, Prisciliano,
and Silvestre have been working on Rancho Teposan clear-
ing land and helping build an irrigation system. They
have also worked in the United States, in the mines and
on the Pemex gas line when it came through Mina. The
mines were very dangerous, they don't work there any-
more. Alejandro tends goats. Next week my father and
brothers will go on the truck to Monclova to work on
the highway. Daniella and I help Mama clean and gather
firewood and ixtle after school. We help work the
ixtle too! Soon we can put up a new tin roof over our
kitchen. Maybe I'll get to go to high school in

Hidalgo.
Gloria O.

A good place to begin understanding life in Mina is the
activities which enable the people to gain a living from the
desert environments +the economic production system. There
are few villeges in Mexico where agriculture is the only pro-
duction method. Instead, in most villages are found many
economic activities. Wage labor particularly is becoming one
of the most important.

In Minag there are additional wage labor alternatives be-
cause of industrial development in Monterrey, but it seems
that economic production in Mina has long been diverse. As
previously discussed the diversity stems from two main factors:
the nature of the desert ecology and the influence of the

Monterrey urban complex.

40
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The household is the main productive unit. The inner
dynamics of the household-production units will be discussed
at a later time, but a typical household unit might be illus-
trative. The father of a particular family works for a local
storeowning family on an agricultural plot south of the town.
His two sons tend the small family goat herd, and gather and
process lechuguilla while they are in the desert with the
goats. The mother does the household tasks and cares for a
small garden-corn plot to the rear of the house. She also is
raising a few pigs and chickens in pens in the garden area.
Three small daughters help the mother at home, but one teen-
age daughter has a job with a clothing factory in a small
town near Monterrey. Such is the economic-production diver-
sity in one household, and this is the common pattern through-
out Mina: various household members working at various tasks
and contributing to the economic survival of the household
unit.
The spheres of economic production and distridution

activity are divided into four areas:
1) Primary production (i.e., wild food gathering, agricul-

ture, ixtle fiber production, and goat raising).
2) Wage labor (i.e., private employment in and outside of

Mina held by Mina residents).
3) Businesses (i.e., stores, cantinas, rental activity and

numerous small businesses).
4) Government employment (i.e., well workers, Forestal em-

ployees, teachers, presidente municipal).
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Pripary Production

Gathering of natural desert foods, herbs, and materials
for subsistence and sale is important. Goat herding also is
widely practiced. The Mina area is also a source of ixtle,

a henequen-like fiber extracted from Lechuguilla (Agave
lechuguilla), a natural desert plant. Candelilla (Euphorbia
Antisyphilitica Zucc.) is also gathered to be used in wax
production in monterrey. The leaves of the Nopal cactus are
shipped for cattle feed. Small goats are shipped to Monter-
rey restaurants for the preparation of cabrito (roast kid), a
popular regional dish. Goat cheese is made on a small scale
and sold in the Monterrey markets.

The dependence on subsistence agriculture combined with
goat herding and naturally occurring food and raw materials
leads to an economic system based on different production
methods, all related in varying degrees to the Monterrey mar-
ket., This system, described by Wolf as "type four" peasants,
consists of peasants who: "...habitually sell the larger
part of their total production in restricted but stable local
markete...a relatively stable market may offer a certain
guarantee of small returns. Into this category may fit
groups relatively ignored by anthropologists, such as many
Mexican rancho communities..." (Wolf 1955:469)

Each of the production techniques has its own economic,
technological, and organizational aspects. It will be useful
to briefly describe the main features of ownership, produc-
tion, distribution, and consumption of the various production

arease.
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The gathering of natural foods and materials from the
desert is important in the economy of Mina. During certain
periods of the yearly cycle, the women and small children
come in from the desert laden with sacks full of plants,
fruits, blossoms and roots. The gathering is done in the
"community" (communidad) land surrounding the town. There
are many seasonal plants which are important foods, especial-
ly during certain festival periods. Cactus blossoms (Flor de
Palma), nopal leaves, mesquite, prickley pear (Tuna), worms
and snails from the century plant (maguey), flowers of the
Izote plant, wild honey, Biznaga cactus, leaves, and bottle
gourd (chilacaxote) are some of the plants prepared and con-
sumed. The gathering and preparation is done by women and
small children to be served to the family. The especially
seasonal foods such as cactus blossoms are often prepared and
given as gifts to compadres and relatives. The receiving
family often returns a prepared dish when the next desert food
is ready for harvest. The receiving family may reciprocate
with a prepared or cultivated food (other than the staple
corn, beans, or chile) such as avocados, honey, or candy.
Particularly during Christmas (Navidad) and Easter week (Se-
mana Santa), groups of children scurry about to the houses of
their relatives and padrinos to deliver small plates of cook~-
ies and candy, kettles of freshly-prepared desert foods, or
small baskets of fresh cactus leaves.

One food of special note is Nopal leaves or "mopalitos”.
During Holy Week before EBaster, nopalitos are a popular tra-
ditional dish partially due to the religious prohibition
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against meat. Nopalitos are gathered in quantity and sold
door-to-door, usually by the children. This is the only time
gathered food is sold outright rather than reciprocally ex-
changed in Mina.

The desert also supplies the various herbs for medicinal
folk remedies which are very numerous (see Appendix for list
and uses of herbs). The various herbs are gathered in small
quantities by each household for its own use except in the
case of one man who gathers large quantities of herbs and
sells them to a stall in a market in Monterrey. He makes
trips two or three times each week and returns with 30 to 40
pesos ($2.40-3.20 U.S.). He also transports and sells goat
cheese for another family which will be discussed later.

Firewood is gathered by men and boys using burros and
axes or machetes. The wood is s0ld for about three pesos
($.24 U.S.) a load to local residents. Wood (lena) is the
main fuel for cooking and heating. A man working alone can
bring in three to four loads per day, all of which is likely
to be purchased in the cold winter months. In the summer,
firewood collecting tapers off because of the lower consump-
tion.

One hundred and twenty six men and boys, representing 65
households or about half of Mina's 134 households gather
ixtle fiber for the major part of their cash income. The fi-
ber is extracted from the lechuguilla plant, and is used for
making rope, sacks and mats locally. Most of the fiber, how-
ever, is used in Monterrey industries for packing and for

stuffing furniture cushions. The fiber is often known in
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other parts of the world as "Tula" or "Tampico" fiber. (Kir-
by 19633405)

The fiber production activity is the largest single
source of money input to the local economy via exchanges at
the Forestal agency. Ixtle fiber production for the year
1968 was 328,600 kilograms (about 360 tons) or roughly one
ton per day. The production resulted in the payment (at the
rate of 2.50 pesos per kilogram; $.20 U.S.) of 821,600 pesos
or about $65,728 U.S. Based upon 3,055 residents in the mu-
nicipio, this averages to $21.50 U.S. per person per year, or
about $110 U.S. per household per year.

The gathering and processing is done by the men and boys
either singly or in small groups of relatives or compadres.
Small groups of men and boys often spend several days to a
week camping out on the mountain slopes where the lechuguilla
grovs more abundantly. Although they travel in a group, it
is more for company and safety rather than any cooperative
work effort. FEach man, or more correctly, the men from each
household, work in their own behalf. There is no sharing the
final amount of fiber.

A machete-like bar (tallador) of iron about 30 inches
long is used to cut the spiney leaves from the heart, or cogo-
110, of the lechuguilla plant. The spines are removed by hand,
and the fibers are extracted by scraping away the hard outer
leaf with the same iron tool. The leaves are stripped three to
six at a time. Half of the leaves are held against a piece of
wood (bolillo) about 6 inches long, and is pulled with one
hand, while the other half of the leaves are placed between
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Removing spines
(also done with
a knife)

3., Cleaning first
half of leaves

4, Cleaned fibers
wrapped around
the bolillo

5. Second half of leaves
cleaned

Figure 5. Steps in Extracting Ixtle Fiber
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another larger board and the knife, and is stripped and
cleaned with the other hand. Sometimes the leaves are passed
under the tool three or four times before all the husk is re-
moved. (See Figure 5 for a schematic presentation of the fi-
ber extraction process.) After one-half of the leaves are
cleaned, the fiber-ends are twisted around the bolillo, and
the second half of the leaves are scraped clean. The revoval
of fiber i1s done at the site of cutting, or the entire leaves
may be brought back to the village or ranch for later proces-
sing. If the fiber 1s brought down from the mountains unpro-
cessed, the smaller children and women usually do the work of
extracting the fiber. The fiber is allowed to dry in the sun
for two or three days before it is ready for use or shipment
to Monterrey. The work is tedious. As Kirby states, "The
scraping of the fiber by hand is difficult and unpleasant,
and the work is hard. Moreover; the juice of the pulp of the
leaves is very strong, and burns the skin of the workers and
hurts their eyes." (Eirby 1963:407)

Most of the crude fiber is sold to the Forestal agency.
The commercial exploitation of the lechuguilla plant is the
economically most important gathering activity in the arid
gone of Northern Mexico. In 1960, Mexican ixtle production
wvas 25,850,112 kilos with a value of 52,866,389 pesos. (Mar-
roquin 1965:119-129) The total production has come under the
jurisdiction of Forestal under the Subsecretar{a Forestal y
de la Fauna (Subsecretary of Forestry and Fauna). This orga-
nization is under the Secretarfa de Agricultura y Ganaderia
(Secretary of Agriculture and Livestock)., Forestal was a
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result of the investigations and recommendations of the In-
stituto Nacional de Investigaciones Forestales (The National
Forestry Research Institute), particularly the natural re-
sources inventory project, the Direccién General de Inven-
tario Nacional Forestal, which carried out an inventory of
natural resources between 1961 and 1964, Forestal was esta-
blished by federal legislation in 1964 to carry out and en-
force laws designed to protect Mexican natural resources by
regulating their use. (Daniels 1969)

The legislation most pertinent to Mina was that concern-
ing the production of ixtle fiber, and, to a lesser extent,
production of nopal for cattle feed. The ixtle fiber can be
sold in crude form only to Forestal. The individual produ-
cers can sell any products that they make themselves on the
open market. Some peasants produce some rope and ore sacks
for miners, but most sell their fiber to Forestal at the fix-
ed price of 2.50 pesos ($.20 U.S.) per kilo. The theory is
to maintain a price for the benefit of the ixtleros because
the fiber is essentially worthless on the international mar-
ket. The legislation also provides that lechuguilla can only
be hand-gathered and processed, again for benefit of the in-
dividual producer, although it has been difficult to develop
a machine to harvest and extract the fiber efficiently. (Kir-
by 1963:408) Forestal maintains two small processing stations
in Mina where the crude fiber is combed, sorted, and packed
into bales to await shipment by Forestal truck into Monter-
rey. There it is sold at 6 pesos per kilo to various factor-

ies, The greatest use of the fiber is for making furniture
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and car seat-fillings, for scrub brushes, and general insula-
tion and packing.

One extended family has controlled the managerships of
the local stations since the inception of the Forestal pro-
gram. The original manager now tends his other businesses,
including a local store, and is semi-retired. Various infor-
mants said that the managerships have been political favors
given by PRI party officials in Monterrey to local men who
have been loyal to them on various occasions. The employees,
in turn, are men who have supported the managers in local po-
litical dealings, or are relatives or compadres.

The ixtleros receive 2.50 pesos ($.20 U.S.) per kilogram
(2.2 1bs.) of fiber sold to Forestal. Since it takes about
1,000 kilograms of fresh plants to yield 100 kilograms of fi-
ber, 100 kilograms (220 lbs.) of leaves must be harvested for
a return of $20 U.S. A producer may receive the money in
cash or in oredit slips which he can later convert to cash or
exchange for goods at a local store which is also a federal
concession run by the same managers. It is a common practice
for the ixtleros to make purchases at the concession on cre-
dit against their future collection of ixtle fiber. However,
the fiber brought in rarely is enough to cancel the debt, so
that a "company store" situation is common: many peasants
always owe the store.

During the summer when lechuguilla is most abundant, an
ixtlero, working a 10-12 hour day, can gather and process
about 5-6 kilos of fiber for which he receives 12-14.00 pesos,
or about $1.00 U.S. However, the ixtleros do not work at the
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same rate day by day. He usually rests a few days after a
gathering foray to the mountains. Or he may work in his corn
patch, or go to work in the mines for days or weeks at a
time. The seasonal abundance of lechuguills affects his work
rate. There are times when an ixtlero and his family spend
all working time working the fiber; there are other times
vhen they concentrate on other activities., However, there is
usually some processing going on at all times in most of the
households. Goat herders cut lechuguilla while watching
their flocks. Miners process small amounts during off-hours.
Children remove spines and extract the fiber as part of their
daily chores. From observation of six ixtlero households,
and from conversations with members of others, it is esta-
blished that those who depend on ixtle for all or part of
their cash income collect and process the fiber between 150
and 200 days per year, depending upon the need. Thus, about
half of the families (65) derive a major part of their cash
income from fiber, Other families (except for the few rela-
tively well-off) also work the fiber to some extent. Al-
though the cash return is small in relation to the effort ex-
pended, lechuguilla is always available and Forestal will buy
all fiber produced at the set price. Cash is directly pro-
portional to effort, so that a family's lechuguilla effort is
related to 1) the demand for cash such as during festival
periods or during illnesse, 2) the availability or necessity
of other economic activity such as corn plots, goat tending,
mining, etc.

Under Mexican federal law, crude ixtle fiber may be
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bought and sold only through Forestal., But if the fiber is
manufactured into a product, it can then be so0ld privately.
A few households in Mina use the fiber to weave rope, make
small scrub brushes, and to weave large mineral sacks. The
products are sold locally, but small demand restricts the in-
come of these families almost to that obtained by simply sel-
ling the crude fiber to Forestal.

A third alternative is to sell the fiber on the black
market to various companies in Monterrey. The Forestal agen-
cy pays 2.50 pesos a kilo to the gatherers, but sells the
fiber to the various industries for 6 pesos a kilo. The high
selling price is to supposedly force the companies to buy
synthetic fibers to aid in the growth of the plastic indus-
tries. It also supposedly serves to bolster the price of the
natural fiber which allegedly is almost worthless on the in-
ternational fiber market.

Various small companies prefer to pay around 5 pesos per
kilo for "black market" fiber directly from the gatherers.
Due to the nature of the "business", information about it is
difficult to obtain. At least one family buys fiber from
relatives or trusted friends, and, by night, carts the fiber
to Monterrey in an old truck. The purchase, loading and de-
parture of the truck was observed. Later negociation with a
Monterrey hardware store was also noted. I suspect from con-
versations with a member of the smuggling family that some of
the fiber is unregistered Forestal fiber and that the profits
are split by a Forestal official and the smugglers. If stop-
ped by Forestal agents on the highway, a small bribe is paid
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and the "smugglers" (contrabandistas) pass unmolested. The

family states that the ixtleros get more money for the fiber
and the company pays less so "who loses"? "Only the govern-
ment."” This particular family makes two or three trips per
month depending upon the demand of the Monterrey hardware
store.

Another natural product, candelilla is processed and
sold through Forestal in a similar manner, but the buying
price is so low (also 2.50 pesos per kilo) that few residents
ever work it. Only during its peak season in the late spring
might a small group of men venture to the nearby mountains to
collect the waxy plants. Part of the problem is that it 1is
scarcer than lechuguilla, comprising less than 1% of the co-
ver in the Mina area, compared to lechuguilla which comprises
11-30% of the vegetation. (Marroquin 1965:124) Candelilla
is a source of wax that has an unusually high melting point
(7200), and thus is used for industrial waxes and polishes,
as wax insulation in electronic circuits, and in chewing gum.
The procéss of harvesting is again tedious. The unrefined
wax (gg;gzg).is extracted in the countryside by boiling in
vats, using the dried branches as fuel. Small camps are
formed around the vat fires while a particular locality is ex-
ploited. The unrefined wax is taken to the Forestal stations
where it is graded and trucked to the central refinery at
Saltillo, Coahuila. There it is purchased from Forestal by
the Banco Nacional de Comercio Exterior (National Bank of
Foreign Commerce), and processed for export. The fundamental

problem is that Carnuba, & wax from Brazil, has all the
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properties of candelilla but sells for much less on the in-
ternational market. For example, the 9 pesos per kilo needed
for sulfuric acid to process the wax is only slightly less
than the wax sells for at its export point of Tampico. (Mac-
kinnom 1967:91) The most important factor in Mina is that it
requires much more work than ixtle for the same return. Can-
delilla production is restricted to a few of the very poor
ejidos in the municipio.

Of the 134 households in Mina, 80 practice agriculture
in some form. As mentioned earlier, the harsh desert ecology
makes mon-irrigated agriculture impossible. The Rio Salinas
passes the southern edge of the village, but it is very feeble
most of the year. Another drawback is that it lies in a gorge
20-30 feet below the level of the surrounding fields, making
it difficult to raise suffiecient quantities of water for use-
ful irrigation. Some small plots of corn are planted along
the river at various locations. These corn patches receive
some sub-so0il water, and are also irrigated by hand-carried
watér from the river. One large plot of 23 hectares lies di-
rectly to the south of the town. There are various small na-
tural eprings in the hills, and small rancho communities uti-
lize the water for goats and for very limited agriculture.

The sparse natural rainfall begins in the spring and
gradually increases to the wettest month of September (see
Figure 4). In previous years, before the wells for Monterrey
were dug, the natural water table was high enough to provide
a few natural springs and shallow wells near the village which
permitted quite extensive hand-irrigation in the land
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surrounding the village. By plotting the areas where there
is evidence of past agriculture, it is estimated that at one
time 200 to 250 hectares were under cultivation near the ri-
ver to the south of the town (see Figure 3). However, the
pumping of large amounts of water to Monterrey, plus an ex-
tended natural drought has lowered the water table and dried
up all previous sources of water. The village now receives
its entire water supply via a small conduit tapped into the
main water line to Monterrey. Many of the houses have single
water taps connected to this system, but there are a number
of clusters of households which use single, centrally-located
outdoor water taps. Each household pays 10 pesos per month
($.80 U.S.) for the use of the water, which is a source of
contant irritation because when the wells were dug, the vil-
lagers were promised that they would then have much more wa-
ter - more than they could use - and that they would never
have to pay for it. Instead they received a very low pres-
sure water system with a monthly bill. In order to soothe
the villagers, the water agency came up with a promotion to
name the wells after girls of Mina, and to have extensive
press coverage of the event to broadcast to the rest of Mexi-
co. The evening of the event arrived, but the officials did
not because they received word that the villagers were ready
to lynch them - with national coverage.

The restricted water supply has led to an agricul-
tural system which I shall call the "pila system". The pila
is a large water cistern built on the surface of the ground

from concrete blocks and fed by a fawcett of the town water
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system. Most pilas measure about six feet long by four feet
wide by four feet deep, although there are both smaller and
larger variations. Usually the pila and fawcett are a house-
hold's only water supply.

As discussed earlier, the town is laid on a Spanish colo-
nial grid plan with square blocks divided into four to eight
lots. On most lots, an adobe building faces the street,
while the "back yard" was intended, in the Spanish style, as
a patio containing a few extra buildings, a well, and some
fruit trees. However, with the pila system, the "back yard"
becomes an intensely cultivated area. The pila is built on
the highest point in the yard, and small irrigation canals
are dug from the pila to other points on the plot. Corn,
chile, vegetables, herbs, flowers, and fruit trees are plant-
ed together in a profusion of growth, The crop is irrigated
periodically by turning on the fawcett and letting the pila
overflow into the canal system. The plants are meticulously
cared for, to the extent of tying back the leaves and stalks
of various plants to make room for others. Small "dykes"
about the size of dinner plates are often hand built around
each corn stalk to preserve all the moisture possible. To
glve an idea of the intensiveness of the system, whereas tem-
poral or naturally irrigated corn is spaced about 18 inches
apart, corn in a pila plot may grow as close as 8 _to 10 in-
ches to the next stalk - with other plants interspersed.

This system of crowding the food crops within the blocks of
the town gives Mina an "oasis-like" appearance in contrast to

the more common peasant communities surrounded by fields.
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Figure 3 presents the locations of pila plots. Two crops of
corn per year are grown in this manner. The first is planted
in March and harvested in June; the second is grown from
late June or early July to September. Avocados, beans, chile,
and various flowers are grown among the corn stalks. Often,
grape vines are grown above a small hog pen or chicken coop,
and sometimes directly over the pila. Many plots contain a
few maguey and nopal cactii. Many households keep bees for
the honey.

As the plots are on house lots, they are privately owned
or rented. There are communally-run ejidos in the municipio,
but their subsistence is based on public grazing land dis-
cussed later. The products are predominantly claimed and
consumed by the household living on the particular lot. The
only exception is one family that grows corn on an outlying
plot especially to use as chicken feed. Most of the food
produced is consumed by the household, a small amount being
exchanged as gifts. This is especially true for the "luxury"
products such as avocados, honey, and grapes. The gifts are
of no great value and are exchanged along existing kinship
and compadre lines rather than being used to create any new
social ties. The only agricultural product sold is nopal
leaves which are so0ld by a few families during Holy Week.

The money received is minimal, amounting to only a few pesos
a day for one week of the year.

The males of the household ideally work the plot, but in

most cases not enough food is produced to feed the family for

the entire year. The older sons and father may also gather
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ixtle and firewood, work in the mines, or seek wage labor
elsewhere. During these periods of absence, the younger sons
and women take over the care of the food plot. Data on task
distribution will be presented later. The reader is advised
to consult Table 1. Occasionally, when the older males se-
cure relatively stable employment elsewhere (such as in the
mines or on a ranch), the women perform all the field tasks
as well as the women's chores. The men return on weekends
and do any particularly heavy work, but it often results that
the corn plot is entirely the women's domain. Women also may
weave, sew, gather plants, or cook meals for cash income so
that there is an overlap of the division of labor by sex.
Conversely, men working in the mines, ranches or on the desert
on ixtle forays must do "women's work" such as preparing and
cooking food and washing clothes and bedding.

The household supplies the labor to work the food plot,
but occasionally outside assistance is required to mend rab-
bit fences, plow the plot, dig irrigation canals, etc. Com-
padres or close relatives supply the extra labor. Customarily
there is no cash payment for the labor, but the extra help
receives meals and beer or mescal, plus the promise that he
will be aided when he needs help on his plot. Reciprocal la-
bor obligations are thus established between relatives and
compadreg without the use of cash. The agricultural labor is
exchanged on tasks that have a regular and periodic nature

such as plot preparation, plenting, and fence mending. One
informant stated:
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Guillermo helps me with each clearing and planting.

He's my compadre, so I've helped him too. After the

big storm when his house needed repairs I helped him,

and with his pila too. When he helped me with my

rabbit fences I gave him a meal and some corn - but

we usually help each other like this.

Those jobs that are non-repetitive such as house con-
struction or clearing a new plot of land are more subject to
price negotiation. Compadres, relatives and friends are still
enlisted as with repetitive tasks, but the labor is usually
paid for at the completion of the task. During spring clear-
ing and planting, various pairs of relatives and compadres
were observed aiding each other with the field work. All re-
marked that they were assisting each other without payment
except for two instances. In one case, a small new area of
land was being cleared so the planter gave his brother-in-law
20 pesos ($1.60 U.S.) to help him with the labor. In the se-
cond case, a new plot of land was being cleared, and the
planter had enlisted the aid of his cousin on the promise
that he would help cement an adobe wall on his cousin's house
at a later date. The laborers in the large field to the
south of town are paid on a wage labor basis.

Non-agricultural employment seems to follow a similar
pattern of offering the job to a friend, relative, or com-
padre. For example, a local storeowner hired a friend at a
set rate of 50 centavos a block to build the walls of a res-
taurant building. Another hired a cousin and a friend to
help restore a ruined building with concrete blocks and a new
tin roof. Each man received 100 pesos ($8 U.S.) for the

week's work plus noonday meals.
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In summary then, agricultural and non-agricultural labor is
exchanged or contracted in Mina depending upon the nature of
relationship between the men and the size of the task.

Since colonial days, the municipio was an important com-
mercial producer of mescal, a liquor made from the maguey, or
Century Plant. Small plots of maguey were common around all
rancho communities. However, a recent increase in the feder-
al tax on the product has destroyed local production. The
desert around the town is dotted with ruins of large outdoor
hearths where the juice was boiled from the cactus. There is
still small-scale "moonshiner" production on some of the out-
lying ranches. The liquoér, euphemistically called "shoes,
size ten" (zapatos, tamano diez), is sold to the local canti-
nags in quantities sufficient for local consumption. The go-
ing price is ten pesos ($.80 U.S.) per gallon.

Stock production, particularly goats, is a very impor-
tant economic activity in Mina. Thirty-three families have
goat herds that range in size from 10 to 1,500 head. The re-
port of the presidente municipal states that there are 18,500
goats in the municipio, an average of over 6 goats per person.
The goats are privately owned, and grazed on the community
lands.

The products of the goat herds are milk, cheese and goat
meat. A good producer will give two to three liters of milk
per day. Part of the milk is consumed by the family, but the
greater part is s0ld to a dealer from the neighboring town of
Hidalgo, who makes the rounds of Mina and various rancherias
every morning with a pick-up truck. The morning milkman is
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also a main source of transportation from Mina to the outly-
ing rancherf{as. The milkman delivers the milk to a small
cheese factory in Hidalgo which makes goat cheese for sale
locally and in Monterrey. He buys about 1,000 liters of milk
five days per week at 50 centavos per liter ($.04 U.S.).
This is estimated to be about 10% of the total milk produced.
Daily payments to the various producers are 500 pesos (8§40
U.S.)e Yearly input to the local economy is about 125,000
pesos ($10,000 U.S.). There are also a few families who make
and sell their own cheese, but their production and sales are
small compared to the sale of raw milk. For example, the
largest independent producer (a storeowner) makes about 6
kilos of cheese per day which sells for 10 pesos ($.80 U.S.)
per kilo in Monterrey. The yearly total is 20,000 pesos
(81,600 U.S.) minus 200 pesos (316 U.S.) per month the family
pays a man to deliver the cheese. The other few independent
producers make considerably less than that figure.

Goat meat is very popular in Northern Mexico in cities
and countryside alike. Various restaurants in Monterrey spe-
cialize in the roasted young kids, known as cabrito. On the
rancher{as where it is difficult to raise and feed hogs and
even chickens are scarce, goat meat is often the only meat in
the diet. The meat is prepared in many ways including roast-
ing over coals, various stews, and entrails fried in blood.
The goat buyer from Monterrey buys 1,000 to 1,500 young goats
per month from the area at about 60-75 pesos ($4.80-6.00 U.S.)
each. He said he averages about 500 goats per month from the
municipio of Mina for a yearly expenditure of about 360,000



L.

08 (8281
2at produc
J0at h
vrkers, ta
wrzing for
ral errin
azin in th
for milking
frovect tre
lerders tak
By remajn
¥any g
or Stations
:mh occey
tae tendin
Ty mopny
*ire £o,
they have :
The &



61
pesos ($28,800 U.S.) per year. The total yearly input from
goat products is thus about 515,000 pesos ($41,200 U.S.).

Goat herders, who are members of the household or hired
workers, take the goat herds into the desert in the early
morning for grazing. At noon the goats are watered at a na-
tural spring or in a pila in town. The goats are taken out
agein in the afternoon for grazing, and are returned at dusk
for milking. The animals are penned up during the night to
protect them from coyotes and goat thieves. Some local goat
herders take the goats to better grazing in the foothills and
may remain there for a week at a time.

Many goats are not kept in town, but on small rancherias
or stations in the desert. Commonly, a single man or nuclear
family occupy a single adobe shelter or cave for weeks at a
time tending the goats and selling the milk to the milk truck
every morning. The herders may come to town only when they
require food or other supplies, or may seldom come at all if
they have a small corn and vegetable plot.

The goat herders are always men. Whereas women sometimes
take over male tasks in agriculture or crafts, women never
herd goats. An explanation by various male informants is that
wvomen could never survive in the perilous desert, and even
though women live in the rancher{a communities, they never
are entrusted with the care of the goats. This is one of the
few strong sexual divisions of labor in the Mina economic sys-
tem, perhaps based more on territory (the desert is "man's

country") than task.
Because of the lack of good grazing land, there is very
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little livestock besides goats. Burros are common and are
used mostly for carrying loads of firewood. Horses are rarer,
but are highly valued for riding and for pulling buckboard
wagons. Many households have a few pigs for meat for special
occasions. One family has a herd of 100 cows which are pas-
tured on an outlying ranch. The crude milk is sold locally
after milking time in the morning and early evening.

Most families keep chickens. The eggs are more impor-
tant in the diet than is the meat. This is especially true
on the rancherf{as, where one of the most common items of diet
are huevog rancheros (ranch-style eggs), which are eggs poa-
ched with various chiles and served with refried beans and
tortillas. A few unmarried or widowed women earn a small
cash income by selling chickens and eggs locally.

There are three privately owned commercial chicken farms
in Mina which have been built within the last five years.
Collectively, the farms contain about 3,600 chickens. During
the period of these observations, the farms lost an equal num-
ber of chickens to disease and heat. Chicken farming in the
desert is considered very risky and many local residents do
not think the chicken farms will last.

The feed for the farms is bought in Monterrey, except
for one chicken farm which utilizes corn from an outlying
plot of land for part of its chickenfeed. The eggs and birds
are sold entirely in Monterrey. The few "employees" on the

chicken farms are members of the owners' families, who use
most of the profits received for investments and purchases in

the Monterrey economic sphere. Thie is an irritation to =ome
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local residents who observe these moderately successful busi-
nesses as completely external to the Mina economy. Two of
the three owning families run the business in an isolated
fashion - feed is bought in Monterrey, eggs are sold in Mon-
terrey, and little money enters the local economy because em-
ployees are relatives who do most of their purchasing in Mon-
terrey. The third chicken farm is owned by a local family
who are the most significant holders of economic power in the
town. Along with the farm, they own a cement outlet store, a
general store (which is the Forestal credit slip concession),
a cantina, they recently purchased a large truck with which
they do contract work, and they own much land and many rented
buildings in the town. They are also part owners of a small
hotel in Monterrey. They are past managers of the local
Porestal agency which aided their amassing economic power.
They employ a family to run the chicken farm, but this is a
very small input of cash into the local economy. They grow
some of their own feed corn and buy the rest in Monterrey,
where they also sell the eggs and chickens.

Even though at first impression the existence of large
relatively modern sheet metal chicken houses among the more-
common adobe huts would indicate economic importance, the
chicken farms are well-insulated from any significant part in

local economic transactions.

¥age Labor
Seventy three individuals representing 46 households
(34.3%) receive some part of their income from wage labor.
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This does not include government employees who will be consi-
dered separately. The wage laborers include 23 miners, 16
with jobs in other towns, 10 block factory employees, and 24
others who are employed locally as cantineros, store employ-
ees, goat herders, field hands, truck drivers, and general
laborers. The primary employers of the latter 24 are the
four more prosperous storeowning families who utilize the la-
bor for their enterprises. The data of wages paid to all 24
workers is not complete. One cantinero is paid 60 pesos
($84.80 U.S.) for weekend work, as was not noted earlier. A
common rate for goat herding is 10-15 pesos per day ($.80-
1.24 U.S.). Informants stated that a usual rate in Mina for
a laborer was 10-20 pesos per day ($.80-1.60 U.S.) depending
upon the job and the worker. This was consistent with infor-
mation from a storeowner-employer. The official state mini-
mum wage of 17.60 pesos per day ($1.40 U.S.) was not rigor-
ously adhered to. Twenty of these regularly-employed 24
workers are also either relatives or compadres to their em-
ployers. The effect of this upon the socio-political life of
the community will be considered in detail later. Occasional
employees are also often compadres.

The only industry in Mina is a small concrete block fac-
tory which, like the restaurant, was started during the re-
search period. The "factory" consists of two electric con-
crete block machines capable of producing three blocks at a
time each. The initial investment for the machines 15,000
pesos (81,100 U.S.). The cement is purchased from the cooper-
ative factory in the neighboring municipio. Gravel is
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purchased from the quarries near the cooperative, and water
is supplied by the Mina water system.

Approximately 1,200 concrete blocks are produced daily
on two eight-hour shifts. The concrete blocks are sold lo-
cally, in the rest of the municipio, and as far away as Mon-
clova, a distance of about 100 miles. The blocks are sold
for 80 centavos ($.06.4 U.S.), or 1 peso ($.08 U.S.) apiece
if delivered. A total daily sales amounts to about 1,000
pesos (880 U.S.). The block factory works six days a week,
producing an output of 7,200 blocks at a sales of $480 U.S.
Ten men are employed at the block factory. This seems to be
the only employment in Mina that is not closely tied to kin-
ship or compgdre relationship, but rather is based solely on
the ability of the workers.

The block factory is owned and managed by two equal
partners, one of which lives in Mina, and the other lives in
Monterrey. Although 1,200 pesos are inputted into the local
economy per week in wages, it is paid to employees represen-
ting only eight households of the 134 Mina households, and
has a small overall effect on the local economy. Assuming
the money enters local circulation, it averages between one
and two pesos per capita.

Another important local source of cash for wage.labor is
mining in the privately-owned phosphorite mines in the hills
surrounding Mina. Of Mina's 134 households, 12 receive cash
income from mining. Many men in Mina have worked in the mines,
and many occasionally mine when other sources of cash are not

available. The mines are small, accomodating five to ten
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workers each. Mining techniques are primitive. The mineral
is chipped from the cave walls and floor by pick-axe, and
carried to the surface in crude sacks on the miner's back.
Twenty three miners earn about 30 pesos per day for a five
day week. The monthly income per miner (verified by inter-
views) is about 600 pesos ($48 U.S.). Total yearly income of
all the miners is then about 165,600 pesos ($13,200 U.S.).

Crude ladders and haphazard shoring make mining a very
dangerous activity, and accidents are frequent. During the
research period, a cave-in in a mine a few miles from Mina
killed six men, one of which was from a Mina family. One in-
formant remarked, "I used to like to work in the mines. I
always had work and I made as much then as I do now (he now
works on the highway crew). But I am too 0ld now. Mining is
for young men who have the energy. It is also very danger-
ous."”

A man seldom goes to mine alone. Usually fathers and
sons, brothers, or compadregs mine at the same time, perhaps
partly for mutual aid in case of accident. All informants
recognized mining to be "very dangerous", and all had some
accounts of accidents or near disasters. The mine disaster
of Barrotean, Coahuila which also occurred during this time
was a frequent topic of conversation. Although no informant
admitted that he was afraid to mine, one mentioned that it
was good to have a relative, friend or compadre with you in
the mines "for security" (para seguridad) - someone who would
not leave you if you were injured.

Whereas males rarely participate in religious activities
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either in the church or home, the living and working areas of
the mines contsin many small altars, religious candles, me-
dals, and holy pictures. Men seldom attend the masses in
the town, but often pray for luck and protection in the mines.
The workers must stay at the mines the entire working week
(Monday through Saturday), and when they return on Saturday
night it seems that they always become the drunkest.

About 16 individuals have permanent jobs in other muni-
cipios, but still reside in Mina. This figure continuously
fluctuates as workers seek wage labor elsewhere, leave town,
return, work ixtle in the area, etc. Most, like the miners,
live at their jobs and return on the weekends, but one man
has commuted daily by bus to and from Monterrey for seven
years. Various families moved to Monterrey to live nearer
the jobs, but have returned to Mina. The reasons given for
returning are that it cost too much to live in Monterrey,
even in the poorer colonias, and that the city life - the
noise, traffic, smoke, etc. - is not healthy for a person
that is "accustomed to the country life" (acostumbrado al
gampo) .

The type of wage labor most valued by the young men in
Mina is truck driving. The most desired type are the large
platform trucks that carry cement, lumber, machinery, etc.

It seems to be popular not only for its high wage (averaging
about 50 pesos - $4 U.S. a day), but for the appeal to the
sense of adventure and masculinity ("muy hombre"). large
trucks in the Monterrey area are commonly decorated with very

"macho" grafitti such as "El Arabe" (The Arab), "Conguistador"
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(Conqueror), "Diablo Rojo" (Red Devil), "El Pirata Morgan"
(Morgan the Pirate) and "Rey de las Montanas" (King of the
Mountaing). The themes important to truck drivers in Mexico
seem to be religion, masculine adventure, romantic (stressing
independent machismo rather than marriage), humor, class con-
sciousness, popular songs and movies, and current United
States fads. (Edmonson 1959) There are only a few young men
in Mina who ever get the opportunity to drive a large truck
either for a local storeowning family or for a Monterrey em-
ployer, but truck driving is a central topic of conversation.
Pretending to drive a truck is a popular boy's game, and to
be a truck driver is a primary ambition of grade school boys.

Various Mina girls are employed as domestic help in the
households of the more well-to-do families. There are about
six or seven girls that have regular positions, and extra
girls and women are brought in to help for special occasions
such as 15th birthday parties, and holidays. The girls are
expected to clean, cook, wash, and take care of the children
for which they each receive a monthly payment of about 150-
200 pesos (816 U.S.). There is also a small number of women
vho take in washing and ironing.

Businesges
There are a number of small businesses in Mina. The

most numerous are the four small general stores. They are
family owned and run enterprises coneisting of small rooms
which are part of a larger family dwelling. The storee' in-

ventory is bought in Monterrey, and consists of a few shelves
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of canned food, some boxes of fresh fruit and vegetables,
some sacks of corn, beans, coffee and flour, cases of beer
and soft drinks, candy, and various hardware items such as
rope, leather thongs, nails and tools, wire, knives and ma-
chetes. There may also be a limited selection of hats,
shirts, pants, and materials for sewing. The investment in
inventory is low (estimated at a few hundred dollars at most),
and only one (owned by the family discussed above with res-
pect to chicken farms) maintains any non-family employees.
Customers are local people and families who periodically come
in from the rancherfas to shop and go to church (the women
and children) and to the cantinas (the men).

There is no complete data on total expenditures of money
by all inhabitants in local transactions as well as purchases
in Monterrey and other locations. An approximate idea of the
scale of purchases can be gleaned from three data sources
however. Pirst, observations of daily bus usage indicate that
small amounts of clothing, special foods such as candy, and
toys and gifts are the most common items brought back from
trips to Hidalgo and Monterrey. Secondly, many informants in-
dicated that they spent by far the greatest amount of their
money for food and goods at the local stores. Thirdly, a
storeowner-landlord indicated that his customers spent vir-
tually all their money (roughly 100 to 200 pesos:.- $8-16 U.S.-
per household per week) in rent and in purchases at his store.
Both peasant informante and the storekeeper indicated that
shopping trips outside Mina were special occasions. Some
adult peasants said that they had never been to Monterrey.
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The exchanges by individuals in Monterrey are small compared
to the purchases of beer, store stocks, produce and hardware
that are bought by the storeowners for sale in Mina.

The cantinas (saloons) are operated in conjunction with
the stores. There are five in Mina, the four major ones oc-
cupying the four corners of the intersection of the main
street one block from the plaza. Like the stores, they are
single rooms in a larger building. The rooms contain a long
bar, a large ice chest, a few 0ld and broken tables and
chairs, and usually a battered jukebox. One has a pool table.
Windows are boarded up, and the street entrance is through
swing doors.

The major drink is beer which is delivered daily by
truck from a distributor in the neighboring municipio of Hi-
dalgo. The distributor receives his stock directly from the
brewery in Monterrey. The cantinas also usually have on hand
untaxed and therefore illegal mescal, the tequila-like drink
mentioned earlier. It is customary that for weekend "cele-
brations" small groups of men pool their money to buy entire
gallons of the potent liquid for 10 pesos ($.80 U.S.). Need-
less to say, behavior in the cantings, which are restricted
to males, is often boisterous, and the weekends are often
punctuated with drunken brawls.

The cantinas are all owned by families who also own
stores. Three cantinas are open all week, the other two
Opening just for the weekends. The bartenders are hired by
the owners not only for their skill at serving drinks, but
for their ability to maintain order. Three bartenders are



als0 compadres

The cantir

z<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>