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ABSTRACT

RESPONSE OF DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

TO IMMIGRANT GROUPS

By Loren H. Houtman

Detroit, founded in 1701 by Antoine de la

Mothe Cadillac, has been settled by peoples from

nearly every region of the world. As this myriad

of nationalities arrived, they founded schools and

vastly affected the schools in existence. This

thesis suggests that they had a vast and lasting

influence on the public schools of the city.

The method used to test the thesis was a

thorough examination of school records, Board of

Education reports, newspapers and interviews.

Census reports, histories of the city and schools,

histories of varying immigrant groups were also

examined.

It was the automobile that brought a major-

ity of the peoples into the city to work in the

factories of it and related industries. But the

Irish, Scots and Germans came earlier and were well

established by the time the newer immigrants came

to the burgeoning city at the turn of the century.

As the story unfolds into the twentieth cen-

tury, there are as many as fifty or sixty different

languages spoken in the homes of the students of
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Loren H. Houtman

the public schools. These students change the

schools and they change each other, contributing

to a new and unique individual, a tough, hard-

working individual who likes to make and build like

the city of which he is the most important product.

To further elucidate the thesis, four groups

are studied in detail. The Germans, who first came

into the city in the 1830's, were hard-working farm-

ers who had little need for formal schooling, but

who did contribute to the establishment of free pub-

lic schools in the 1840's. Their pragmatic nature

helped the schools aVOid too strong an emphasis on

theoretical learning.

The Polish are of particular interest in that

they settled in such numbers in a small city sur-

rounded by Detroit that they were able to completely

control the government and school system of that

city. The results of such control were and are dis-

astrous though the city government of Hamtramck shows

signs of settling into a more dignified pattern.

The Syrians and Mexicans who have come into

the city after 1900 have presented problems, but

have done their part to educate and thereby change

the public schools and their all-important product,

the mature, sophisticated individual. The Syrians

brought with them the mysteries and intrigue of the

Near East. Though they came more unprepared to
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function in a western society, they adjusted with re—

markable speed to American ways and American ideals

of education.

The Mexican has a reputation as a wanderer,

and such was the case with the majority that settled

in Detroit. There was a nucleus that remained in

the city of cars tending to its industries and not

returning to Mexico at each recession, but these

were few in number. The schools found it necessary

to adJuSt to frequent late entry as these people

often entered the city in late fall.

The thesis with its appendix includes tables

which further tell the story in numbers of the

foreigneborn and their influence upon the schools.

In the second chapter is an account of one of the

larger and most effective Americanization programs

carried out by the schools of the nation as a re—

sult of the First World War. The early history of

the Detroit public schools is also included, most-

ly in Chapter I.
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PREFACE

Detroit is symbolized by the automobile. There

could be no more fitting symbol. The city is charac—

terized by movement—~movement of people in and out of

the city. Nothing remains static. The mobility_is

up as well as away, and as soon as one person moves

on another moves in to repeat the cycle. Before each

leaves, he is changed by the city, but he too does

some changing. This study is concerned with the chang-

es he has wrought on one of the institutions of the  
city, the public school.

There has been no attempt to exhaust the sub—

ject, and perhaps more questions have been raised than

answered by this study. The opportunities for addi—

tional study and research are many. It would be in-

teresting and enlightening to compare Detroit's ex-

perience with that of comparable cities. Histories

of the various immigrant groups in the city are ale

most non—existent, and these too would be valuable.

A study of the contrasts and similarities of the

older immigrant groups from Europe with the more

recent groups from the West Indies and our own South

would be of considerable aid to the public schools.

11
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What has been accomplished by this thesis is to

gather a vast amount of information about immigrants

and the public schools, which will hopefully serve

as a basis for further research.

The purpose of the study is to tell a story,

a story of a constant influx of people who spoke

another language and had a diversity of social and

cultural backgrounds, and to reveal how the public

schools adapted to them.

Nor is the story ended. People continue their

peregrination. The city has taken a rough and ap-

parently unassimilable material, formed it into an

educated gentleman in a few generations, and pushed

it into the suburbs, the prototype of middle-class

respectability. Will it be able to do the same with

its latest immigrant who has pigmentation rather

than accent to overcome? Though it is but conjecture,

this writer believes that the city will succeed.

In the first two chapters an overview is given

of the immigrants entering the city and the schools

that served them. For more extensive study four

groups were then chosen, each for a chapter. The

choice of the German, Polish, Syrian, and Mexican

groups was an attempt to secure a representative

sampling of the groups that came to the city.

The Germans were one of the first large groups

111

 



 

 
 



 

to enter the city and were mostly Protestant. They

were subjected to the rigors of prejudice as our

enemies during two world wars. At the turn of the

century the city was so overwhelmed with the Polish

influx that the Poles soon dominated all ethnic

groups in the city. Their most bountiful entry

paralleled the development of the automobile. Many

of these people were Catholic, though a large share

were also Jewish. The mysteries and intrigue of

the Middle East were brought to Detroit by sundry

Syrians who continue to immigrate into the city from

other parts of the nation. Though the majority of

the Syrians coming to Detroit don't represent the

Middle East in religion, other characteristics are  
similar. Mexicans have come more recently, often

following the crops northward. They alone of all

the immigrants found it relatively easy to return

to their birthplace, a dream of most other immigrants.

The moving force behind the completion of this

dissertation has been the chairman of my doctoral

committee, Professor Carl H. Gross. His profound

assistance and encouragement have been inestimable.

My thanks are extended also to Professor James B.

McKee, Professor Floyd G. Parker, and Professor

Cole Brembeck.

My wife Lyn spent interminable hours consider—

ing with me the wording and structure of the manu-

iv
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script. Hers was the tedious and painstaking Job

of correct form and typing, and-~it is probably

little solace-~I would like to dedicate this dis~

sertation to her.
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CHAPTER I

IMMIGRATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF

DETROIT SCHOOLS PRIOR TO 1900

The first group of immigrants to come to Detroit

was a group of Frenchmen under the command of Antoine

de la Mothe Cadillac, arriving at Detroit on July 24,

1701, and including fifty soldiers and fifty Canadian

traders and artisans. Cadillac had received permission

for his project from Louis XIV through Count Pontchar-

train, the colonial minister, and as a personal acknowl-

edgment named the newly erected stockade Fort Pontchar-

train. Frank Cody reports, "Detroit, since the days

that Cadillac led a group of French immigrants to its

site, has had a considerable alien population. It is

reported that the Indians were the first to attempt

their Americanization on a systematic scale by a de-

termined effort to reduce with the tommyhawk the num-

ber of these aliens. The Indians then unanimously

passed an immigrant exclusion act which failed only

due to the inadequacy of their navy to give it force.

Since aborigines were without a constructive Ameri-

canization program, the resultant flood of aliens was
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extremely disastrous to the American ideal of that day."1

There is no direct evidence during the French oc—

cupancy of the existence of either schools or teachers.

Burton feels that since Cadillac was a man of consider—

able education he may have given some instruction to

his son. Since in one of his earlier reports Cadillac

recommends the institution of schools for the instruc—

tion of Indians, "it would seem strange that he would

wish to educate savages and leave his own children to

n2
become savage and uneducated. This writer believes

 that Znaniecki may suggest a more plausible reason for

Cadillac's desire to instruct the savages. Znaniecki

notes that nationalistic thinkers promulgated four

ideals: national unification, national progress,

national mission, and national independence. The

national mission, similar to religious missions, was

for France the spread of superior culture.3 Cadillac,

being well-educated, was probably indoctrinated suffi—

ciently by this mission to feel the need to educate

the savages to the "superior culture". Other indirect

evidence noted by Burton of education during the French

 

1Frank Cody, "What One Representative American

City Is Doing in Teaching Americanism," Detroit Journal

of Education, I, No. 4 (June, 1921), 6. ' "

2Clarence M. Burton, "Glimpses at the History of

Detroit," The Gateway, II, No. 2 (March, 1904 , 9.

3Florian Znaniecki, Mpdern Nationalitigs (Urbana:
,—.;_,

University of Illinois in Urbana, 1952), p. 32.
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3

occupancy was the listing of a bookcase in an inventory

of Cadillac's household goods. He also reports that

in 1730 a man named Robert Navarre acted in the capacity

of schoolmaster for the colony, though direct evidence

is lacking.1

The French Government around 1740 realized the

importance of populating Detroit in order to avoid an

English conquest of the lake region. An intense effort

was made to increase its population, and in 1749 a

proclamation was issued pointing out Detroit's advan-

tages and offering substantial goods to settlers.

Detroit gradually became an agricultural community,

and by 1755 the congregation of Ste. Anne numbered

approximately 500 without reference to soldiers and

traders who made the post their temporary headquarters.2

In 1755 Jean Baptiste Roucaux is identified in the

marriage register of St. Anne's Church as "Director

of the Christian schools". He started St. Anne's

parochial school in 1760, which continued until after

the Revolution.

In 1760 the English arrived to take military

possession. It is doubtful that they could be con-

sidered immigrants, since they made little attempt to

 

1Burton, loo. cit., p. 10.

2Edward J. Hickey, Ste. Anne's Parish: One Hun-

dred Years of Detroit History, ed. Joe L.Norris

(Detroit: Wayne University Press, 1951), P. 15.

 





 

 

4

put permanent settlers into the community. With the

peace of 1783, England gave up any hope she may have

had of being the pennanent possessor of the community.

From that time on, nothing was done in the way of im-

provements except to keep the fort in repair. With

the coming of the English the French dispersed to farms

all along the waterfront from the present cities of

Nonroe to mount Clemens, and, as the distances between

farms were great, the French settlers did not make any

attempt to educate their children. Father Simplicius

Bocquet later writes that the people were so ignorant

that they could not write their own names and many of

them could not make the form of the cross.

While the French were moving to the outlying

ribbon farms, the stockade became the residence of the

English soldiers, Scotch and Irish merchants. Since

the Scotch and Irish did come-to settle, they can be

considered the next group of immigrants to enter the

city. Toward the latter part of the English control

there were a few private schools organized, but no

laws were passed regarding education, and it was left

to individual initiative to educate the children.

John R. Williams, Joseph and Barnabas Campau were

born in this period and Burton credits them with much

of the impetus toward popular common school education

in the city and state. He believes these three re-

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

5

ceived their education in Montreal.1

The Americans under General Anthony Wayne took

possession of the fort in 1796. The Ordinance of 1787

encouraged the development of education throughout the

Northwest Territory and these new immigrants and those

that came shortly after were imbued with the idea of

schools for all. In 1785 an ordinance had been passed

that provided a method of surveying the lands of the

Northwest Territory, and using the township as the

unit and subdividing this into thirty-six sections one

mile square, numbered one to thirty-six. The lot num-

bered sixteen was to be used for the maintenance of

public schools within the township. The Ordinance of

1737 further encouraged the development of schools

for all, including the ppor.

On August 14, 1796, Father Michael Levadoux was

ordered to the Detroit Parish by Bishop Carroll of

Baltimore. Bishop Carroll, who began to guide the

Catholic Church in America in 1790, was fortunate

that he could draw upon a band of learned and devoted

priests, the Sulpicians, who had fled from the French

Revolution. Father Levadoux was one of these, as was

Father Gabriel Richard, who came to Detroit in 1798

and played a leading role in the early history of the

community. An important point is that these priests,

 

 

1Burton, lee. cit., p. 11.



 

 
 



6

born in France, considered themselves first Americans.

Father Levadoux missed no opportunity to preach to his

French congregations the loyalty and allegiance which

they owed to the American government. He was the era-

tor at the first patriotic celebration held in Detroit

on February 22, 1797, when the settlers crossed into

Ste. Anne's Church to hear his eulogy of Washington.1

In this early city the Catholics were a majority well

into the nineteenth century, and the importance of

this attitude of the priests in Americanizing the

community cannot be overlooked.

Father Richard organized primary schools in his

parish and included an academy for girls and a semi-

nary for boys. He also began to train young women

for teachers. He opened a school for the deaf in

1825. In 1809 he brought to Detroit a printing press

and type, and the first thing printed of any signifi-

cance was a small, twelve-page speller for children.2

The guiding hands in the creation of the Cath-

olepistemidia, which was later to become the University

of Michigan, were Father Richard and Judge Augustus

Woodward. Reverend John monteith, a Presbyterian

. — .4 A

 

1Hickey, op.'cit., p. 21.

2Clarence n. Burton, "Readin', Ritin', Rith—

metic‘," The Gateway, III, No. 5 (December, 1905), 18.
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7

and provided the final impetus to this project, becom-

ing its first president. Along with being president,

he held seven professorships, the other six and the

vice-presidency being held by Father Richard.

This school, not yet a university, consisted of

two main divisions, a primary school and an academy.

While it was a public school, it was in no sense free.

But the tuition of the poor was paid by the territor-

ial government. The school was organized along the

lines of English universities, being a legislative

body capable of enacting laws for its own government.

But in spite of this similarity, it was unmistakenly

patterned after Napoleon's University of France.1

The British were not held in high regard by the

colonists, and the War of 1812 confirmed a deep-

seated hatred for and disgust with them. Napoleonic

France was admired and favored, and French influence

continued until about 1827.2 The school was discon-

tinued, however, in 1827 after ten years of existence,

as the curriculum proved too complex and too abstract

for the needs of the settlers. In 1837 the university

was reorganized and moved to Ann Arbor.

The census of Detroit lists 1,800 people in 1800,

   lArthur B. Moehlman, Public Education in Detroit

(Bloomington, 111.: Public School Publishing 00.,

1925), p. 42. .

21bid., pp. 26-27.
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1,650 in 1810, and 1,422 in 1820.1 Because of the War

of 1812, the fear of English-inspired Indian attacks

induced many of the settlers to leave so that by 1815

there were not half as many people in Detroit as in

1810.2 As the threat lessened, many New Englanders

moved into the community. These people were rela-

tively well-educated and ambitious. The French and

English populace did not greet them with much en-

thusiasm. In 1817 the Detroit Gazette warned the

French that they must educate their children, as in a

little time there would be as many Yankees as French,

and, if their children could not at least read and

write, all of the situations would be given to the

Yankees. In November of 1817 a Mr. Bauvard opened a

French school, perhaps as a result of this editorial.3

The Yankees continued to come into the new commu-

nity via steamship from Buffalo and ferry from Canada.

The roads east in the United States had not crossed

the swampland of Ohio, which proved to be impassable

to the early settlers, so the overland route was

through Canada and across the Detroit River by ferry.

There were three steamships operating on the lakes

 

1U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Eleventh Census of

the United States: Population, I, 371.

2Clarence M. Burton, "Readin', Ritin', Hith-

metic'," The Gateway, III, No. 5 (December, l905),l9.

3Hoehlman, op. cit., p. 33.
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9

in 1825, but this increased to six by 1826. The

Detroit census for 1830 was 2,222, an increase of

800 over 1820.1 Many others had used Detroit as a

stopping-off place for trips further west. These

were farming people and for them there could be

little logic in settling in this frontier community,

when greener fields lay to the west.

In 1827 there were only thirty-nine unnatural—

ized foreigners in Detroit,2 but by 1830 the foreign

born began to enter the city. The Germans formed a

religious organization in 1333.' The Irish, too,

tried to start a church, Holy Trinity, in 1833, but

its services were not continuous. Their first pas-

tor, Father Bernard GECavanaugh, served them from

1834 to 1339. There are no records that this writer

could discover as to the number of foreign-born in

the city until 1859. The Negro Baptists organized

the Colored American Church in 1836, and the col-

ored Methodists organized a church in 1839.

The first constitutional convention for the

state of Michigan was called in 1835. The constitu-

tion which was drafted at that convention called for

......

1U. 8. Census, loo. cit.

2Almon Ernest Perkins, The Historical Geogra-

pgygpf Detrogt Lansing, mien}: ’ifichigan‘fiistorical

09m13313m, 191 )p P. 1810 -
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10

was adopted from the Prussian minister of public in-

struction as a result of a report read by General

Isaac E. Crary, chairman of the committee on educa-

tion, and John D. Pierce, whom Crary consulted often

on the position of education in the American state.1

John D. Pierce was appointed Superintendent of Public

Instruction by Governor Mason on July 26, 1836. In

1837, on instruction from the legislature, he formu-

lated a plan for public education for the state of

Michigan. His plan was adopted into law in 1837 and

provided for a district school system. Seven school

districts were formed in Detroit as a result of this

law, and in 1838 schools in five of the districts

were maintained for three months each. By 1839 these

schools were open for six months, and one was open

for eight months and nine days. There were 687 chil-

dren in attendance, or 34% of the school population.

Near the end of 1839 a colored school was established

and set up as the eighth district. This school started

with eighty-eight pupils and was held in the colored

church. By 1840 there were 895 pupils in attendance,

or 43.9% of the reported school census. In 1841 the

number in attendance in the district schools was 687.2

 

1Mioehlman, op. cit., p. 55.

2l:bid., p. 68. w. D. Wilkins in a lecture be-

fore the Teachers' Institute February 18, 1871, also

uses "88" as the number in the first colored school.

This seems to be an unusually large number of colored
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11

The district schools were not very successful, and for

a number of reasons they closed at the end of the year §

in 1841. 3

By 1840 there were 9,102 people in Detroit.1

The growth through the 1830's was quite steady, as

indicated by a census of 1834 when there were 4,973 l

people, and that of 1837, which showed 9,763.2 Thus,

the population had grown fourfold in ten years. It

was time for an adequate school system, and in 1842

the beginnings were established by a free public school

act which legalized free schools in the city and made

it legally necessary to maintain them. It provided

for a board of education with two inspectors from each

ward, with the mayor as president. A November 18, 1841,

survey showed that there were 1,850 children who should

be in school, but only 714 in a total of twenty-seven

private schools, which included one French and one

 

students. Clarence M. Burton, History of Detroit 1780

to 1850, p. 95, lists the total number of TBlacksT

in the city for 1834 as 138. The colored school,

which continued until 1869, was probably inadequate.

Wilkins, who was the school inspector of the 7th ward,

notes that, upon inspecting the school, he found the

teacher playing cards with three of the older boys,

and then Jokes that if that had happened today (1871)

the papers would perhaps publish this as ill treat-

ment of the colored children, particularly if she

followed the way of the heathen Chinese and had her

sleeve full of trump:

1U. S. Census, loc. cit.

2Directo of the Cit of Detroit for the Year

1831 (Detroit: 1837}, p. 37.
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German school, were in attendance.1 In 1843 there

were 1,158 pupils in public and private schools in

the city. As the census of 1844 showed 10,948 per-

sons, an increase of 1,846, there were probably

slightly over 2,000 children who should have been

in school.2 Sister Mary Rosalita lists 3,821 chil-

dren of school age in Detroit in 1844, which seems

high.3

It is interesting to note that the school

system was nearly destroyed in 1844 by a resolution

that either the Douay or Protestant Biplp, without

note or comment, was to be introduced and authorized

as the textbook. Such a furor was set up on both

sides that the board wisely backed off and elimi-

nated all but the Lord's Prayer. They discovered

that even this was offensive to one group who re-

fused to participate. "One morning the chairman was

summoned hastily to a small primary, whose teacher in-

formed him that nearly half her scholars refused to

unite in this exercise and plead their parents'

command. The astonished chairman asked the children

 why they objected to the Lord's Prayer and was more

 

leehlman, op. cit., p. 75.

2Burton, loc. cit.

3Sister Mary Rosalita, Education in Detroit

Prior to 1850 (Lansing, Mich.: Michigan Historical

Commission, 1928), p. 339.
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astonished by the answer, 'If you please, sir, we are

Jews.”1 8

During the rest of the 1840!s there was never

enough room for the number of students to get into

the schools. (They were overcrowded, but more and

more students were getting the opportunity to learn

the essentials of reading, writing, and arithmetic.

In 1849 the first Union school was opened. This

school housed all grades and was destined to play a

large part in the development of education in Detroit.

By 1850 Detroit was a cosmopolitan city. 0f its

2l,®19 people, 11,055 had been born in the United

States and 9,927 had been born in foreign countries.

Cf these, 6,323 had been born in Michigan, and the rest

represented every state east of the Mississippi, with

most having been born in New York, Chic, massachusetts,

vermont, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut, all states

committed to the furtherance of education. or the

known foreign-born, 3,289 had come from Ireland, 2,855

from the German Empire, 1,245 from mland and Wales,

474 from Scotland, 282 from.France, 7 from Austria,

4 from Spain, and 4 from Italy.2

 

1W. D. Wilkins, ”Reminiscence and Traditions of

Detroit Schools," Lecture given to the Teachers'

Institute, Detroit, Michigan, February 18,1871.

(Burton Historical Collection of the Detroit Public

Library).

2U 8., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census of

the United States, 896.
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Since the Irish constituted the greatest share

of the foreign-born at this time and the next greatest

share was held by the Germans, who will be discussed

later in this thesis, it may be of interest to review

some facts about the early Irish. During the 1840's

a famine hit Ireland and wiped out nearly a million

human beings.‘ The south part of Ireland was the hard-

est struck, and to escape the pangs of hunger.many

of the people from.the counties of Cork, Kerry, Tippe-

rary, Limerick, and Connaught found their way to the

shores of the country of hope. They found the chance

for employment in laying the rails and shaping the

grades of the railroads being built in those days.

Arriving in Detroit, they tarried along the water-

front on the near east side, living in hovels and poor

homes so that they might be near their work at the

waterfront. Soon an enterprising group of real estate

 
brokers sold these thrifty people homesteads on the

near west side of the city, offering easy terms and

other inducements. They settled the new area accord-

ing to the county in Ireland from which they had come,

so that one area was as densely populated with Cork

people as Cork itself, and likewise for the other

counties. There was great rivalry and much fighting

among the clans. These people were intensely Cath-

olic, but the few Protestants that took the chance to  
live among them came to be respected. The few North  
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Ireland people did not fare as well because that

was the part of Ireland that the drangemen had come

from and they could not be acceptable coming from

that quarter. The Protestant church building which

had been used by Reverend Nonteith was moved to the

center of the new area, which came to be known as

Corktown in August, 1849, and became the center of

the new and concentrated Irish Catholic community.

Living was cheap and labor available so that few

Irish went to bed owing anyone a cent. ._.1

_Though these peoplehad been denied education

in their own youthful period, they were devoted to

education for their children. The girls were trained

to teach, and the sons wereoften employed in the

office of_the railroads where their fathers worked as

porters or laborers. The sons learned transportation _

so well that they became railroad managers in all parts

of the country. If at all possible, theboys were sent

to college, though usually for not more thana year.

 
l; they developed avocation for the priesthood the

parents were particularly pleased._ Mbst of the boys."

were sent to private schools in the heart of the city.

However, with the coming of the Christian Brothers;

and Sisters the era,9f-"£°reisn" edusa#1°n_va§ ended-

19_fevor of their own Peroehial School; The Parsshial

school was continually improved and many of its women

graduates completed their education at the city high
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$9h°?1 and later.$ePVed,theiF.¢1t¥ "€1¥_19 the teé°hi

ing profession and publicservice. During the earlier

days.the women Wh°_were called to the_relisisss lite

usue11¥-tra1n¢df9r the life of Paroeh1a1 sshooltsach-

era. The devotionto education wasfirst inculcated

by Father Peeters and later bijather Pleyenpergh.  ~Therewasintense, Predudice.asa1ns# the irish:

mainly because of their religion and clannishness.

The newspapers, even as late as the 1870'?s, adver-

tised for Jobs with the comment "no Irish need apply.""1

'Without pigmentation to distinguish them from other

 Americans, it seems that they used dress to help in:

sure their visibility.k The DecemberZS, l926,issue

 

of theDetroit_Saturd§ygNigh§ comments that the lrish_

ofearly immigration were discernible by many characte-

ristics, such as the highwater trousers, the beaver

hat and the short clay pipe.?

_ The famine of 18#6 also hit the Scottish 939'. _

pleseverely, driving many of these people to America.

They established their branch of the Presbyterian

Church in Detroit in 1842. _Most of the Scotch settled

in Canada on Lake Huron in western Ontario, but many

 

lJohn A. Russell, "The Early Irish“of‘Detroit,"

An address delivered on N vember 9, 1930, on the "'f'

occasion of the homecdming cf the Holy Trinity Church.

(Burton Historical Collection of the Detroit Public

Library).

* 2CharlesD. Cameron, "Detroit's How Irish-Ameri-

cans," Saturday_fiight(Detroit), December 25, 1926, p. 10.
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. 1 _ A 1 _ 17 1%. A .,1_ “1 . w

of them found their way to Detroit in later years and

bolsteredthe474_listedin the 1850 census 1 .These

people, as intensely Protestant as the Irish were _~

Catholic, did contribute many students to the public

schools, and the leadership fought to help the schools

keep their Protestant image.  . Temple Beth E1, the first Jewish congregation

in Detroit, was incorporated April 21,l851,flthough_

the first Jewshad come to Detroit as earlyas{1762.2

The Jewish of this period were listed as natives of

Germany.

1 In l850 there were 4, 250 children enrolled in  
school.with. an average attendance “12,4659 1 With:

out compulsory attendance laws, truancy was a maJor‘i

problem.’ The enrollment was 61% of the 6,965 children

listed in the 5 - 17 age category, but the average

attendance was35% of that_group. But the schools

were in trouble, as the population startedto mushe

room. By 1854 the population had nearly doubled to

41,375.‘ In 1855 the Board of Education appointed ,

the first superintendent of schools, John F. Nichols,

  
'lWilliam R. Carnegie, The Scotch Presbv erian

Church of Detroit:_ Its History from.l$~2 to 1933 “"

(Detroit: Central Presbyterian Church, 1938), p. 39.

   

3setre1t Public Library, Detroit in itsWorld

Setting, ed. Rae Elizabeth Rips (Detroit: Detroit

Public Library, 1953),_p. 110.

3U. S. Census, loc. cit., Eleventh Census.
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as the enr91hm¢nt °f the schools settinued t9.#ncr¢ase-

Thsfirst Permanent high school.°Pened its.d¢¢rs on

August 30, 1858, with twentyfthree boys enrolled. _A

high school had opened in 1844 with an enrollment of

twenty-five, but it closed in a few months. 5“

By1860 the population of Detroit had increased

to 45,619, making Detroit the nineteenth largest city

in the country.; It had been twentyefourthin 185C.2

The rapid increase of population in the first_four  
years of the decade and the tapering offin the last

six years was partially due to the fourth cholera

epidemic in the summer of 1854, with a resulting_

 exodusfrom.the city, and to the panic of 1857, in

which many families were out of workand children were

begging for food and clothing from door to door. Con-

cern for these small beggars caused about sixty women

to found an industrial school for these children.

Large quarters were set up for the feeding of chil-

3 dren onemeal per day.

 _ The school enrollment for 1860 was 7,045, or‘

50% of the 5- 1? category. The average attendance

was 4, 849, or 34%. The number of school-age chil-
.....

 

1U. 3. Census, 10c. cit.

2IL1d., p. 37o.

3Ceorge B. Catlin, The Story of Detroit (De-

troit: The Detroit News, 1926), p. 503.
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dren was lfl,l59.lu Though there were ten times as many

actual children in school in 1860 as in lace, the_

schools were losing the battle to_stay ahead of the

population. This will become increasingly evident

as the figures are listed forsucceeding decades.#4l

Dnringthe.l8603s both superintendents Sill and Bety

were concerned about attendance and tried to enforce

strict rules about truancy. Many students were sus-

pended_hecauseof absence. but therules were not

operative beyond a certain point hecause there was

no legal right to enforce attendance. “It was not

until 187l that the state legislaturepassed the

first compulsory attendance law, providing for the.

attendance orchildren of ages 8 to l# years, for_a

minimum of twelve weeks each year, six of which had~l

to be consecutive.2 In 1869 the colored schools were

closedand the children sent to the public schools.

The colored people won a Supreme Court decision that

the general school law of 1867, which held that all

residents of a school district were entitled to ad-

mission to the schools, did apply to Detroit and the

colored children had the right to admission.3

 

 

 

1Emrton, loo. cit._ p

2 . I ' '
MOehlman, op. cit., p. 110, citing Public Acts

of 1871, p. 251.

BBu‘EtOn, OE. cite, p0 71‘30
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.‘ ..-...BY 1879 the??? W9??? 7.9.5.7719???“ #1-]??“9119. *

making it the eighteenth largest city in theflnited

1
States; There were_26,641 children from 5‘to 17,

with 11,252 (42%) enrolled in the schoolmates: the

 
average attendance was 7,5o5 (28%).2 _It appears-’

that the concentrated drive on truancy was ineffec-

tive,_and actually as well as percentagewise more

children than ever were out or school. H I! .

- Bythis timethe United States census was

reporting the number of foreign-born in Detroit.

The figures for 1850 and for the decades 1870-1900

are reproduced in the following table.

The Canadians, except for the French Canadians,

were more like the native Detroiters than those Ameri-

cans from southern farms. They did not settle in

ghettos and, therefore, probably had little effect

upon the schools in spite of their large numbers.

By the turn of the century the Polish started to immi-

grate in large numbers, and they will be studied   further in a later chapter. Host of the persons re-

porting Russia for a home country were Jews and, with

their love for education, they would have an effect.

A good share of the Polish group were Jewish, also.

 

1U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of

the United States: Population, p. 380.

aBurton, on. cit., p. 7#4.
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TABLE l.--Foreign-born white

 

 

Gount§£:_ , 185oa- *187obr*-1seo° --189od' »1gooe-‘

( Austria . . . 7 161 128 658 #71

Belgium.. . . 233 240 411 671

Canada . . . 7.394 10.753 18,031 25,403

U Canada Fr. . 3,541

Denmark . . . 19 71 162 231

rugigngaie; . 1,245 3,328 4,271. 7,252 6,448

France . . . 282 760 721 804 589

Germany . . . 2,355 12,647 17,292 35,431 32,027

Hungary . . . 53 5d 112 91

Ireland . . . 3.289 6,970 5,775 7,447 5.412

Italy . . . . 4 35 127 338 905

Mexico . . . l 6 9 8

Netherlands . 310 275 327 397

Norway . . . 15 27 77 75

Poland . . . 285 1,771 5,351 13,631

Russia . . . 89 77 669 1,332

Scotland . . 474 1,637 1,783 2,#59 2,496

Sweden . . . 19 55 196 267

Switzerland . 462 #21 402 #91

ethers . . . 1,771 1,031 657 2,570 2,58#

Total . . ; A 9,927 35,0fi0 45,013 80,949. 96,501

 

ad. 8., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census of'

the United States, 1850, 896.

13U. 3., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of

the United States: Population, 386-91.
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An 1873 nationality survey of school children,

based upon country of birth, showed 36% German, 20%

American, 20% Irish, 11%'English and Scotch, 2%1French,

1

and 10% others. In the same year a survey showed  
6.1% of enrollment in high school, 31.7% in grammar

school, and 62.2% in primary schools.2 Because of

criticism that the schools served the classes not

masses, a survey was made in 1870. It showed 80%

of the enrollment to be children of common people.3

Probably the most important event for the foreign-

born and the schools in the 187@'s was the establish-

ment of evening schools in 1875. The first school

opened in the Trowbridge Building with a registra-

tion of 278 and an average attendance of 88.

In 1880 the school census reported 15,8o2(ho%)

out of 39,467 from 5 to 17 enrolled in school. ‘rhef

 

0U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census of‘

the united States Compendium, 546-51.  

 d‘U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Eleventh Census

of the United States:‘ Population I, 579-73.  
8U. 3., Bureau of the Census, ggelfth Census

of the united States: Population I, 796999.

leehlman, op. eit., p. 113.

glhlgo

311-22.

41bid., p. 121.
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average attendance was 11,513 (29%).1 The Act of 1871

on compulsory attendance was revised in 1883 changing

the required time in school from twelve weeks to four

months. In Detroit the work of enforcing the law was

turned over to the Police Department.2 In 1881 the

Board of Education was changed from two inspectors

elected from each ward to twelve members elected at

large. That the size of twenty-six members was too

large was the manifest reason for the change, but

the corruption afforded by ward politics brought

about the real need for a change. Strong opposition

to the high school was brought to a head in 1881,

but a committee of the board answered the objections

with a report in 1883. This apparently soothed the

objectors, as this was the last serious objection to

high school education in Detroit.3 The revised act

on compulsory education did not have the desired

effect because in the school census of 1886, out of

66,963 school-age children, 2l,#34 (32%) were en-

rolled in school while the average attendance was

16,133 (24%).4

 

Burton, loo. cit.

Moehlman, op. cit., p. 122.

L
U
N
H

Ibid., pp. 132-33.

Burton, loo. cit.

.
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In 1880 Detroit had a population of 116,340

and was now the seventeenth largest city in the United

States.1 By 139d it had become the fifteenth largest

with a population of 205,376,? and in 1900 it was the

thirteenth largest city with a population of 285,7O#.3

Cf the fifteen largest cities in 19cc, Detroit had the

largest percentage of population who could not speak

English-41.98%.4

The new Central High School was opened in 1896

and was acclaimed as the finest in high school archi-

tecture. The high school had been subjected to more

criticism because of its high attrition rate. In

1881 a class of 160 students entered, but only 16

received a diploma; in the class that entered in 1883

--129 in number-~on1y 23 survived the rigors of the

curriculum.5 The Detroit schools suffered from the

depression of 1893, so that the program was cut back

severely in 1896-97. The school year was reduced to

thirty-eight weeks, and twenty-five teachers were disf

 

1U.'S., Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census of

the United States: ’Compendium, 5fi2.

2U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Eleventh Census

of the United States:' Population I, 370.

3U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Census

of the United States: ‘Population'I{_H30.

AIbId.

5Mioehlman, op; cit., p. 145.
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missed.

A public school system had survived the nine-

teenth century, but was it ready to meet the challenge

of the tremendous spurt in population occasioned by

the rapid growth of industry? What would it do to

serve the fastest growing city of the twentieth cen-

tury and particularly the number of separate foreign

cultures which settled in its midst? It admittedly

had considerable expanding to do to hold its own,

and with the added problems the future looked dismal.

 

11hid., p. 146.
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CHAPTER II

IMMIGRATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF

DETROIT SCHOOLS AFTER 1900

, In 1900 the city of Detroit had an area of 28.35

square miles and housed 285,704 people. It was a bur-

geoning city, but how different from the city we know

today. The people spent long hours of toil in dingy

workshops. There were neither radios nor television

and but few automobiles. Except where the railroad

or waterway could take them, Detroiters were cut off

from the rest of the nation, "for the roads of the

land, where there were any at all, were for most of

the year either impassable wallows of slippery mud

or interminable stretches of ankle-deep ruts and chok-

ing dust."1 In 1899 Detroit ranked fifteenth in value

of its manufactured products among cities of the na-

tion. Seventeen years later in 1916 it was ranked

fourth. Although still ranking fourth through 1919,

the value of its products had increased twentyfold.

To Ransom E. Olds and Lansing, Michigan, belongs

 

1George W. Stark, Detroit an Industrial Miracle'

( Detroit: Detroit Directory of Business and industry,

1951), p. 27. 6

2
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27 e

the distinction of building the first car that was

sold and used for practical purposes. VThis was 1”,,

1886, and the car used gasoline as a means of power,

though steam-driven.l To further strengthen hisfl

claim as the first commercial transactor in automo—

biles, he completed the first automobile transaction

as an act of commerce when he sold to the Frances

Times Company of London, England, an improved automo-

bile in 1893. Mr. Olds travelled to New York City

and Newark, New Jersey, to try to interest easterners

in investing their capital in the manufacture of his

car. On his way back to Lansing he stopped in Detroit

where he convinced S. L. Smith, wealthy copper mine—

owner, to invest in his company. Henry Russel also

invested a sum of money, and the first automobile

factory in Detroit was established in 1899.2

Until this time most of the horseless carriages

in operation were in and around New York and they were

electric. "The noisy, greasy, bucking gasoline buggy"

did not look like a promising venture to Wall Street I

money or Boston bankers, the former backing electric-

ity and the latter supporting the Stanley twins'

steam carriage.3

 

1Burton, op. cit., p. 553.

2Ibid.

3Stark, loc. cit.
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An apparently unrelated event occurred in Beau-

mont, Texas, on January 10, 1901.1 Captain Anthony

k F. Lucas, a former resident of Saginaw, Michigan,

brought in a l60-foot geyser of oil and gas, tapping

one of the richest sources of this product in the

- I country. Gasoline was an annoying by-product of the

refining processes. Naphtha, kerosene, lubricants

and waxes were the useful products. Gasoline was

dumped into rivers and lakes, but because it killed

the fish it was run into pits and set aflame._ The

Lucas discovery increased enormously the supply of

petroleum, and its by-product gasoline made feasible

the mass production of gasoline-engined automobiles.

The automobiles that Mr. Olds produced were a

phenomenal success and brought immediate fame to the

city, thereby giving the initial boost to the automo-

bile capital.2 The city had much to offer the pro-

spective investor in the automobile line. It was a

leading city in the production of iron and steel,

with the Wyandotte Mills having the distinction of.

being the first in this country to use the Bessemer

process and the first to produce steel rails. Michi— 
gan at an early stage was manufacturing more marine

gas engines than any other state and Detroit had more

 

1Ibid., p. 26.

2 ' . 9
Burton, loc. cit., p. 541.
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(

expert gas engine workers than any other city. Be—

cause of its leading position in the production of

railroad cars and horse-drawn carriages, Detroit and

three other Michigan cities (Pontiac, Lansing and

Flint) produced for the first three years nearly all

the automobile bodies used, without the erection of a

single additional plant. These companies were able

to make the bodies for sixty per cent of the cost of

comparable bodies made in eastern cities. Detroit

had had a world-wide reputation in the manufacture of

fine paints and varnishes, which were available for

use in the early automobiles.1 With the center of

population between Columbus, Indiana, and Bloomington,

Indiana, Detroit was a good distributing point for

the new industry.

The automobile industry was a great employer

and engaged employees as fast as they could be re-

cruited here and abroad. Ford Motor Company, which

had thirty-one employees in 1904, had as many as

56,000 people on the payroll by 1920.2 When Henry

Ford inaugurated the first profit-sharing plan in

1914 and shared $10,000,000 with his employees, there

was a rush of applications for positions.3 In 1913,

the year before the profit-sharing, the number of

 

 lIbid., p. 566.

2
Ibido , P. 5810

3Ibid., p. 574.
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employees who left the Ford Mbtor Company was 50,4#8,

and the average working force was 13,632. After

profit-sharing had been in force for three years, the

average working force had been raised to 40,903 men,

with only 7,512 leaving the company. The turnover

rate had been changed from 370% to 18%, an astounding

record. '

The Dodge Brothers as minority stockholders sued

for a larger proportion of the earnings for the stock-

holders instead of profit-sharing with the employees.

In filing the suit, it was disclosed that in 1914, on

a capital of $2,000,000, dividends of $21,000,000 were

paid. In May, 1915, a special dividend of $10,000,000

was paid, and in October of the same year $5,000,000

was distributed. In 1919 Henry Ford stepped down from

active presidency in favor of his son Edsel B. and

bought out the minority stockholders.

By 1917 the Dodge Brothers were employing 15,000

men and women in their Hamtramck plant which had begun

the manufacture of the Dodge motor car in 1914.2 In

fairness to the Dodge Brothers, it was not all greed

which had prompted their suit in November, 1916. They

found it necessary to have additional capital for ex—

pansion of their own plant.

 

1110101. I p. 579.

2Ibid., p. 583.
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At the same time that Henry Ford had introduced

his profit-sharing plan, he had established the Ford

English School. The school started with one teacher

and twenty pupils. Its purpose was to aid the many

employees who were unable to speak English to learn

the language, thereby increasing their value to the k

company. In the same month, May, 1914, as the school

was established, five experienced teachers were hired,

and a call for volunteer teachers was made. The en-

rollment was soon up to 2,200 and reached 4,000 by

1920, the pupils ranging in age from eighteen to

seventy-two years.1 In 1916, after the inception

of Ford's school, accidents in the plant were reduced

54%.2 It was noted that the employees showed a

greater interest in their work, and many used their

diplomas as a substitute for an examination in se-

 curing their citizenship papers. The Packard Motor

Car Company also opened a school of a similar nature

to solve its foreign labor problem.

With the exception of 1890, the foreign-born

white population had decreased percentagewise in

Detroit since 1850 for each decade. Nevertheless,

the total number of foreign-born in the city increased

 

1mm, p. 579.

2Department of Superintendents N. E. A., Educa-

tion in Detroit' 1 16 (Detroit: National Education

Assoc a ion, , p. 187.
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greatly with each succeeding decade. The nonewhite

foreign-born have never existed in great numbers in

Detroit. For example, the school census of 1925,

which also included the total census, enumerated 509

Chinese and 221 Japanese people.1 In 1960 Chinese

was the mother tongue of 580 of theforeign-born, and

Japanese, 21%.2 The number of foreign-born coming

into the city until 1930 are listed in Table II. Few

new immigrants came to the city after that time be-

cause of the depression and, later, because of World

War II. After the war the foreign-born were mostly

displaced persons. After l9fl0 the concern with the

foreign-born was more with geriatrics than with school-

age youth. The median age of the foreign-born was low-

3 By 1950 it was 53.2,)4est in 1920 when it was 34.9.

and by 1960, 58.7.5

The large influx of foreign-born completely

changed the evening school program. The evening school

 

1The Detroit Educational Bulletin, October, 1925,

p. 14.

26. 3., Bureau of the Census, Eighteenth Census of

the United States:‘ Population, II, part 2E, 281.

3U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth Census of

the United States: “Population, 111,196.

4U. 8., Bureau of the Census, §eventeenth Census

of the United States:' Population, II, part 22, 173.

5U. 3., Bureau of the Census, Eighteenth Census

of the United States: Population, I, part 24, 369.
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TABLE 2.--Selected’foreign-born in the city of Detroit

in 1910, 1920, and 1930

 

 

Country of Origin 1910a 1920b 19300

 

Austria . . . .14,160( 7,160)d 10,674 5,898

2 237Belgium . . . . . , 6,219 83969

Canada' . . . . . 37,779 56,024 813807

Canada, French . 4,166 3,678 12,477

Czechoslovakia' . 3,351 55291

Great Britain . . 12,522 24,676 533442

France . . . . . 637 d 13741 25333

Germany . . . . . 44,674(31,574) 305238 323715

Greece . . . . . 5 ‘ ' d 4552 63385

Hungary . . . . . 5,935( 4.935) 13.564 11.162

Ireland . . . . . 5.584 75004 9,817

Italy . . . . . . 5,724 16.205 28,581

Lithuania . . . . 2,653 4.8

Mexico . . . . . 25 '725 55515

Netherlands . . . 584 d 1,861 2.092

Poland . . . . . (33.000) 56,624 66.113

Romania 0 o o o 313 d .9 7,576

RuSSia o o o o o 18,6l'l'u'( 6,644) 27.9278 21.9781

Sweden . . . . . 601 . 2,559 45318

Syria 0 o o o o o 1,877 3:224

Yugoslavia . . . 3:702 9:014

Total . . . . . 155,565 290,884 399,281

 

aU. 3., Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth CenSus

of the United States: 1210. Michigan, XXIII, 600.

bU. 8., Bureau of the Census, Abstract of the '

Fourteenth Census of thgfiUnited States: 'I926, 312-15.

0U. 3., Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census '

of the United States: 1930. ‘Population, III, Part I,

dThe figures in parentheses are estimates based

on the exclusion of Poland from the 1910 census.

was started in 1875 with the expressed purpose of

meeting the need of young men who were forced to work

at an early age. The leading manufacturer of 1880

1”
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was the tobacco and cigar industry. There were sixty-

four establishments in Wayne County at the time, and

the value of the products was $2,716,016.l In Detroit

there were sixty-three tobacco establishments employ-

ing 154 children, mostly in the cigar factories where

the work was done by hand. This was the only industry

at this date which employed large numbers of women and

children.2 In 1912 there were 1,472 boys and 1,154

girls under sixteen years of age employed fulltime.

By 1919, with a total number of employees nearly

twice as large, the number of boys under sixteen was

only 303 and that of girls, 176.3

Reverting to the evening schools, ethnic groups

played an important part in the history of these schools.  Their involvement will be described as that history is

traced. The evening schools were a gratifying success

from the start, and it was reported in 1875 that "no  
students in the city are more manageable, earnest, or

industrious than those assembling nightly at the Trow-

4

bridge and Abbott Street Schools." A total of 238

 

1U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census of

the United States: Manufactures, II, 2 2.

2Parkins, loc. cit., p. 297.

3"Detroit Shows Gain," The Detroit Educational

Bulletin, v, No. 9 (May, 1922), 5.

uDetroit Board of Education, Report of the Super-

intendent of Schools fer 1815 (Detroit: Detroit Board

of Education, I875), p. 92.
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students were enrolled with an average enrollment of

199. Of this number, an average of 175, or 88%,

attended nightly.l _Compared with later years, this

was an unusually large percentage of attendance.'

The night schools were interrupted during the winter

of 1877—78 because of a lack of funds. For the next

few years, though the total enrollment went up, the

actual average number in attendance nightly went

down. Because of the small attendance in relation

to enrollment, a rule was put into effect in 1882-83

whereby the students were charged a dollar fee which

was returned for good attendance. For that year the

enrollment reached 430, with an average attendance

of 250. This compared with 1877 when, with a total

enrollment of 722, the average attendance was only

121.2 The improvement was not quite as pronounced

as might appear from the report, as 1877-78 was a

depression winter. In 1880, for instance, the total

enrolled was 414, with an average attendance of 158.3

 

11bid.
3

2Detroit Board of Education, Fortieth Annual

Re ort of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit

Board of EducatIon, 1883), p. 76..,

3Detroit Board of Education, Thirgy-eighth An-

nual Report of thefiBoard of Education etro : De-

roit Board of Education, 18805, p. 80. Starting with

the 39th annual report the date of issue changed from De-

cember to June covering both semesters of a school year.
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The writers of these reports were strongly in favor

of the fee system, and when it was discontinued in

1890 there was a yearly plea to return to the system

as a deterrent to the dropouts "who were being taught

bad habits."

From 1878 to 1889 the night school was held at

the high school. In 1886 the evening school opened

with three grades. The total enrollment was 450

boys and 80 girls. The average nightly attendance

was 252 boys and 56 girls. "Of all the pupils at-

tending this school perhaps none receive greater

benefit from it than the foreigners. These young

men and women enter the school unable to read or

write, and in many cases, totally unacquainted with

the English language. They are placed in classes

by themselves under competent teachers, who are able

to translate their language, and the progress they

make is truly surprising. In one term the majority

acquire sufficient knowledge of our language to en—

able them to speak it with tolerable ease and to

transact the ordinary business of life for them-

selves without the aid of interpreters."1

In 1889 four new night schools were opened in

addition to the high school, on the east side at

1Detroit Board of Education,W-

nual Report of the Board of Education De roi : -

roi Board of Education, 1887), p. 42.
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Duffield and Norvell and on the west side at Pitcher

and Newberry. The dollar fee was abolished and all

textbooks were furnished. The night schools were

popular with the public, and the board being politi—

cally motivated, realized that popularity. With five

schools in session, the total enrollment and total

nightly attendance increased greatly. In 1888-89

there were 879 enrolled at the high school with an

average attendance of 1470.1 In 1889-1890 there were

3,224 enrolled in the five centers with an average

nightly attendance of 1,382. The high school (pri-

mary and grammar school subjects) had an enrollment

of 795, with an average nightly attendance of 387.

Pitcher had a total enrollment of 846, with an aver-  
age attendance of 393. Newberry had a total enroll~

ment of 330, with an average attendance of 123.

Duffield had an enrollment of 398, with an average  
attendance of 150, and Norvell had an enrollment of

855, with an average attendance of 329.2

The fee system was tried again in 1893-94. The

results were more regular attendance and exemplary

conduct, and the work done was more satisfactory. The

total enrolled was 1,597 boys and 618 girls, for a

 

lDetroit Board of Education, Fortz~sixth Annual

Re ort of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit

Board of Education, 18895, p. 33.

2Detroit Board of Education, Forty-seventh An-

nual Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: De-

ro ar 0 uca on, , p. .
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total of 2,215 in the Pitcher, Trowbridge, Nervell,

Dmffield, Jefferson, Everette,‘Webster,‘Wilkins, and

Newsboys Schools.1

In the report for June 30, 1397, it is suggested

that no child under twelve be allowed to attend the

night schools. "It seems to me that it is cruel and

physically injurious to compel children, under that

age, to go out in all kinds of weather, and to be

kept awake during thehours required for carrying on

the schoolwork. A glance into many of the rooms will find these children, some of them not more than babies,

fast asleep, unable to resist the demands of nature.

Some of the little ones are not more than eight years

old, and while attending the parochial schools during

the day, try to take advantage of the work done_in

the public night schools. Classification is next to

impossible. I am convinced that an age limit is

absolutely necessary."2

This report stressed the need for changing the

night school to only four days per week. The Jewish

population objected to Friday sessions for religious

reasons. It was felt that one night besides Saturday

was required for young people for social recreation.

 

1Detroit Board of Education Fiftyffirst Annual

Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit

_ ard of Education, 139E}, p. 33.- 1

2 1

Detroit Board of Education, Fifty-fourth Annual

Report o£_the Board oféghucatigg (Detroit: Detroit

Board of Education, 1897), p. 72.1 1

_; 
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"The majority of the older pupils are employed until

Six o'clock, and many of them work so far away from

home, that even after a cold dinner, they have no

time for supper, and come into the school room, tired

and hungry. Under such physical difficulties, their

work is a great mental strain, and the most efficient

and painstaking teachers are required to keep up the

attendance and interest."1 They found that the best

results could be obtained from using day school teach-

ers, but had difficulty employing them for political

reasons. "The strenuous efforts made lately by candi-

dates and their friends to secure positions, forces

the opinion that the night schools are, or will soon

become a political refuge for indigent people who

must be taken care of regardless of the poor children

who have no other means of getting an education."2

For the year 1900 there were l,h72 males and  
409 females, for a total of 1,881 enrolled, with an

 average attendance of 774. Of this number, 402 also

3

attended the day school. Until the year 1896 the

enrollment was always stated in terms of boys and

 

lIbid., p. 73.

2Ibid.

3Detroit Board of Education, Fifgy-seventh An-

nual Report of the Board of Education Detroit: De-

troit Board of Education, 19005, p. 93.
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girls, the terminology changing in that and subse-

quent years to male and female. This may have re-

flected the trend toward an older student. The com-

pulsory attendance Act of 1871 with its 1883 revi-

sion would have had some effect on this change.1

The superintendent's report for 1904 noted that

the evening schools were doing valuable work helping

to assimilate the foreign population. Foreigners

forty and even fifty years old attended to learn the

English language. No rules could be established on

how to administer these classes, as there had to be

sufficient elasticity. The pupils varied in age from

fifteen to forty years, were of both sexes, were single

and married, and had all degrees of education, intelli—

gence, previous training, and adaptability. It is dif-

ficult to imagine a more heterogeneous group. The av—

erage age of the students was in the twenties, with

men outnumbering women three to one. Few if any had

been in the country more than two years, and some had

been here less than two months. One of the teachers

noted that some learned quickly while others had to

spend many hours of painstaking effort and would take

 

1The Measure of 1883, which was amended in 1885,

increased to four months the required time of pupil at-

tendance in each year. There was a provision in this

act prohibiting the employment of children under the

age of fourteen years unless they had attended school

during the required four months. The compulsory school

laws continued to be modified until, by 1921, consecu-

tive attendance became mandatory to the age of sixteen.
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years to acquire sufficient knowledge of the English

language. He stated, "There are a few who have been

fairly well educated in their own countries and know

two or three languages. It does not take these long

to ascertain how to advance in their work and what

the best plan of study is. There are others who are

as ignorant of anything pertaining to learning as the

child in the kindergarten. There are some who have

probably never held a pen between their fingers be-

fore, and do not know the difference between the

letter "i" and the Arabic numeral "1".1

0f the pupils at that time, Germans, Russians,

and Rumanian Jews predominated. Austria and Italy

also contributed a few; Belgium, Holland, Denmark,

Sweden, France, Finland, Greece, Syria, and Japan

had been represented. An attempt at homogeneous

grouping was made by one of the teachers, as he sent

the Syrians, Greeks, and Italians into other rooms

and retained the rest for himself. He claimed that

better results could be obtained if they were sepa—

rated in this way.

The orthography of the English language was

exceedingly difficult for these students. They could

not understand the necessity of having so many silent

 
 

 

1Detroit Board of Education Sixty-first Annual

Re art of the Board of Education De roit: Detroit

Board of Education, 19055, pp. 91-92.
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letters and why the same combinations of letters haVe

different sounds in different words. They were very

prone to phonetic spelling, and it was found necessary

to spend at least one session a week on the problem

of spelling.

These people were all resolute in becoming

Americanized as quickly as possible in order to im—

prove their position in life. One man who was over

forty had come to class unable to speak, read, or

write the English language. He had had only an ordi-

nary education in his own country. He had to leave

before the end of the term, but he sent his teacher

a letter expressing his regret. The letter was well-

written and his choice of words compared favorably

with that of any fifteen-year-old boy in the day

school. On the other hand, there were a few who made

very little progress, which could be expected, as

there are slow learners among even the most enthusi—

astic students.l

Enrollment figures for the night school in

1906-1907 indicate the nationality derivation of the

foreign-born pupils and are noted in Table 3. In

1907-1908 there were 43% native-born and 57% foreign-

born in the evening grammar school. Sessions were

 

 

lman p; 93.
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TABLE 3.--Foreign—born pupils enrolled in all evening

schools 1906-1907a

 

 

 

People Minors Adults People Minors Adults

Arabian . . 2 Irish . . . 6

Armenian . 3 20 Japanese . l

Austrian . lO Macedonian. 3

Belgian 1 1 13 Polish . . 45 198

Bohemian . 8 32 Polish Jew. 6

Bulgarian . 2 Philippine. 1 1

Chinese . . 2 Roumanian . 15

Colored . . ll 5 Russian . . 1 1

Danish . . 3 Russian Jew 13 27

French . . 2 5 Scottish . 2

German . . 32 80 Slavic . . 4 7

German Jew. 15 25 Spanish . . 2

Greek . . . 7 19 Swedish . . 10 3

Hollander . 4 Swiss . . . 1 3

Hungarian . 2 24 Syrian . . 8 14

Italian . . 12 30 Total . . . 175 565

 

aDetroit Board of Education, Sixty-fourth Annual

Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit

Board of Education, 19575, p. 83.1

held only from October 7, 1907, to February 6, 1908,

because of a lack of funds.1

 The financial depression of the year 1908-1909  caused a decrease in attendance. Because of the poor

economic condition, there was very little immigration

and even an exodus of foreigners to their native lands.2

1Detroit Board of Education, Six -fifth Annual

Re ort of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit

Board of Education, 19085, p. 113.

2Detroit Board of Education, Sixty—sixth Annual

Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit

Board of Education, 19095, p. 20 .
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Interestingly, there was also a decrease in enroll-

ment in 1909-1916, this time because of a boom which

kept many of the would-be students working overtime

in the factories and shops.1

In 1910-1911 evening sessions were being held

in Bishop, Campbell, Chaney, Everett, Greusel, Mc-

Millan, Russell, Nowherry, and Trowbridge Schools as

well as Central, Eastern, and western High Schools;

The enrollment in the grammar school was 1,988, with

1,666 males and 328 females. Enrollment in the total

program totaled 5,614, with 3,656 males and 1,958

females. There were 106 teachers, composed of 77 men

and 29 women;2

The day school too was experiencing its share

of foreign children, Many of these children, though

well-educated in their own countries, could not read,

write, or speak a word of English. In localities

where these children were segregated, the placement

of them became a serious problem. Children who would

 

lDetroit Board of Education, Sixt ~seventh An-

nual Report ofthe Board of Education Detroit: De-

troit Board ofEducation, 1910), p. 133.. It was in

1909 that Ford began manufacturing model T!s exclu-

sively. Over 18,600 units were sold during the first

year of this policy.

M. M. Quaife and Sidney Glazer, Mchigm (New

Yerk: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1948), p. 23%.

6 2Detroit Board of Education, Sixty-eighth An-

nual Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: De-

trait Board of Education, 1911), p.—162.
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normally be able to pursue grammar school courses

were placed in the primary schools until they learned

the English language. To meet the needs of those

children, a special foreign children's class was or-

ganized in the Bishop School.1

In 1911-1912 there was a 10% increase in enroll-

ment in the night school, due almost exclusively to

the desire of the foreign-born population to learn

English. It was necessary to open an extra room for

Hungarians at McMillan School early in October. A

new room for Germans was opened at the Russell School.

At the Bishop School two new rooms were opened for

the Hebrews, which made eight rooms open in that

school for education of ”those industrious people."

At the Greusel School two new rooms were opened for

the Polish and one for Lithuanians. Another new

room for the Polish was opened at Newberry, and after

Christmas vacation a room was opened for forty-eight

Croatians at Trowbridge.2

Administration of the special or ungraded

classes of the day schools was combined with that of

the evening schools in 1912. Concentrated attention

 

11b1d., p. 130.

2Detroit Board of Education, 31 -ninth Annual

Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit

Board of Education, 1912), p. 158.
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continued to be given in the evening classes to for-

eign students who wished to learn to read, write and

speak the English language. Statistics for this year

show fiftyefive nationalities represented. The Polish

enrollment was the highest with 870 students, followed

by the Russian Jews with 617, the Germans with 297,

the Italians with 291, the Hungarians with 137, the

Canadians with 108, the English with 94, and the

Greeks with 50. Advanced studies were begun in the

high schools for foreigners, also.1

VIn 1913 the Scripps School opened to accommoe

date a colony of Belgians, and the enrollment reached

182. A class for Hollanders was opened at the Greusel

School and was so successful that two classes were

organized, with sessions held twice a week. Except

for four classes of fifth and sixth grade, the ele-

mentary evening schools were devoted to the teaching

of the foreign student. New classes were opened from

time to time to meet the needs of the predominating

nationality in each locality. In the past, teachers

conversant in both languages had been preferred in

these classes. Experience, however, proved that this

policy was not necessary and that the same quality

 

1Detroit Board of Education, Seventieth Annual

Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit

Board of Education, 19135, p. 137.
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teachers preferred in the day school were more suc-

cessful. The total enrollment for_1913—1914 was

3,372--2,951 males and 429 females.1 In this year

an ungraded room was opened in the Cary School for

the foreign boys in that area and a few others who

were far below grade level. ‘9

The Detroit schools were faced with the problem

of trying to assimilate many thousands of foreigners

each year, and, as the automobile and other industries

continued to prosper, the problem increased. The for-

eigners, with their own ideas and traditions mostly

gathered under governments more or less autocratic,

had to be assimilated into America and had to learn

to accept American ways as soon as possible.

By l9lM-1915 the number of non-English—speak-

ing foreigners was increasing rapidly, and it was

necessary to strain every nerve to educate those al-

ready there and be ready for the new immigrants as

they came to the city. The great new industries of

Detroit produced opportunities for these newcomers

in excess of cities of greater population. The tre-

mendous increase in foreign population resulted in

pockets of different nationalities, which, addording

to the superintendent, was not an undesirable condi-

' lDetroit Board of Education,W

Annual Report of thngoard of Educa on e ro :

Detroit Board of Education, 191173-35—T45.
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tion as long as it did not tend to repeat itself in

1 If they did notthe second and third generations.

make Americans of them, but allowed them to remain in

little groups of European countries with their racial

differences, peculiarities and jealousies, it would

have made it more intricate solving an already com-

plicated problem. 7

This, then, was "the socializing function of

the evening elementary schools. To take the foreign—

ers, educate them in the fundamentals that they may.

not be seriously handicapped in their efforts to live

in the country of their adoption and indirectly, to

make Americans of them. In no other place can these

foreigners meet and learn of American ideals and

political life than in our schools. The school is

the natural rallying place of the neighborhood group

and must have a social as well as an educational

effect."2

With these ideals in mind the core of teachers

of the evening school was changed to a considerable

degree. The old idea that it was necessary for

Greek to teach Greek was eliminated, and wide—awake,

socially efficient Americans were put in charge of

 
 

 

lDetroit Board of Education, Seven%y-second

Annual Report of the Board of Education Detroit:

De roi Board of Education, 1§i§), p. 122.

21bid.



 

.

__

.
.

x
,
.

_.
.

.

.
v

k

.
.
.
.
»

.
-

.

.

>

.
0

n\
.

..

a.

I
f
.

.,

a

.

—

.

u

.\

O

.
N‘

.

.—.

l

.
r

.
r
.

— ‘4‘



 

49

these rooms. The success of the effort was complete,

as better attendance, better results, and greater

Americanization was accomplished in every one of the

schools.1 The teachers' responsibilities increased

each year. In addition to the routine work, they

were the actual advisors of many hundreds of foreign-

ers. Working as classroom counselors, teachers bee

came the informal Judge of the immigrants‘ personal

relations and found it necessary to find employment

for them because of their lack of knowledge of local

conditions. V

The high schools served mostly the American-

born of foreign parents who wished to better their

position, though there were some ambitious first

generation immigrants who had graduated from the

evening elementary schools. All of the high schools

were overcrowded, even though Northwestern had Joined

Western, Central, Cass, and Eastern in offering

courses. Most of these students had left school at

an early age because of economic conditions, or,

through their own desire, had worked a number of

years and then realized that their lack of knowledge

blocked their forward progress. The total enrollment

in the evening high schools for 1914-1915 was 4,710,

 

lIbid., p. 123.

 

 
 



    

P
x

7.....V-
 



50

with an average attendance of 2, 686.1

War clouds over Europe had reduced immigration,

and there was only a 4% increase in the evening ele-

mentary school. Though thirty nationalities were

represented in the evening elementary school, many of

whose relatives were still living in the contesting ‘

countries, they all sat side by side, shared the same

book, and proved that they were "looking toward the

rising, not the setting, sun."2 'Table A shows the

nationality makeup of the evening elementary school

for 1914-1915 and 1915-1916. V

There were more than 38,000 people in Detroit

in 1910 who could not read or write English, and, as

the foreign employees continued to pour into the

"city of cars", that number had increased tremendous-

ly by 1915.3 '

courage these people to attend the evening elementary

Little or nothing had been done to en-

classes, and the Tower of Babel continued to cast a

larger and larger shadow over this rapidly burgeoning

industrial metropolis.

 

1Ibid., p. 124.

2Ibid.

3National Americanization Committee and the Com-

Mittee for Immigrants in America, Americanizigg a City

(New York: by the Author, 1915), p. 3. This pamphlet

is a particularly compact story of the Americanization

program in Detroit. Though the information that fol-

lows was gathered from various sources, this pamphlet

was the most valuable.
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TABLE 4. --Enrollment of foreign-born pupils in the

evening schools 1914-1915 and 1915-1916

...................................

 

 

 

1914- 191551914- 19153

People 1915a 191615 People 1915a 1916

American . . . 4 Hungarian . . 642

Argentine . . 1 Italian . . . 368 924

Armenian . . . 55 65 Lithuanian . 64 230 ;

Assyrian . . . l 10 Macedonian . 9 1

Austrian . . . 64 545 Moravian . . 1 .4

Belgian . . . 128 298 Norwegian . . l2 ‘

Bohemian . . . 16 54 Polish . . . 975 2,812

Bulgarian . . 25 52 Polish Jew . 1

Canadian . . . 4 Roumanian . . 4 67

Colored . . . l 8 Russian . . . 176 479

Cuban . . . . 2 Russian Jew . 473 445

Danish . . . . 3 9 Scotch . . . 2 10

Egyptian . . . 2 Serbian . . . 15 58

English . . . ll 6 Slavic . . o 11

Finnish . . . 5 15 Spanish . . . 3

French . . . . 2O 20 Swedish . . . 14 26

Fr. Canadian . 2 Swiss . . . . 1 5

German . . . . 301 518 Syrian . . . 8 28

German Jew . . 7 55 Turkish . . . 4 6

Greek . . . . 51 122

Hollander . . 28 34 Total . . . .2,838 7,578

  
aDetroit Board of Education, Seven -second

Annual Re ort of the Board of Education EDetroit: De-

troit Board of Education, 1915), p. 126.,

bDetroit Board of Education, Sevent -third

Annual Report of the Board of Education lDetroit: De-

roit Board of Education, 1916),p. 112.,

But in the spring of 1915, with the threat of

the European conflict coming closer, the fear of the

consequences of having a series of European colonies

in their midst moved the community to action. The

budget for the evening schools was doubled, and an

intensive recruiting campaign blanketed the city with
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pamphlets and posters advertising the evening schools.

The Board of Education first turned to the

Board of Commerce to implement its program, believing

that the employer could direct non-English-speaking

workmen to the schools in a manner not available to

the Board of Education. Besides, the Board of Com-

merce had already been engaged in an Americanization

program of its own, growing out of a study made of

the unemployed through the winter of 1914-1915. It

had discovered that 51% of the unemployed could not

speak English, and the demand during that period of

excess labor was only for English-speaking men. The

Board of Commerce, with the invited cooperation of

the Committee for Immigrants in America, made an

immigrant survey of Detroit, and as a result of its

recommendations formed an immigration bureau for

Detroit. The request for aid from the Board of Edu-

cation was forwarded to this committee, and it de-

cided to make the night school its first order of

work.

A letter was sent to all industries employing

100 or more men, requesting their cooperation in

urging all non-English-speaking men to register at

the Detroit Public Schools on September 13, 1915.

The response was excellent. Many employers were

enthusiastic, commenting about the difficulty they

had experienced with their non-English-speaking
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employees. Almost all cooperated by putting up

posters and including slips in the pay envelopes

telling of the opportunity of learning English and

becoming citizens by attending the night schools.

Many of the companies made it clear that hereafter

they would prefer those men who were attending night

school and making an attempt to learn English and

become citizens. Some went so far as to make atten-

dance compulsory. The Northway Company, for example,

established a school of its own and offered its men

a threefold choice: to attend the factory class in

English; to attend the public night school; or to be

laid off. Cadillac Motors tried to popularize at- tendance by working with the leaders of the various

immigrant groups. Solvay Corporation proposed a

two-cent increase to its workers who learned the

English language. This plan worked out well econom-

ically for the company through the savings on inju-

ries and damage to equipment which could be traced

to employees' lack of knowledge of English.

Many employers had not been aware of the ex-

tent of the lack of knowledge of English of their

workers. One employer who felt that he had very few

who did not speak English was amazed to learn that

there were between 500 and 600 non—English speakers

in his plant. Most employees did not resist the

program, one company reporting that, of eighty-one

—_—_, 
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men who did not speak English, seventy-eight said

they were eager to attend night school, about which

they had not known, while the remaining three re-

ported that they were too old to learn English.

Henry Ford aided the movement by inviting

sixty representatives of the employers to a lunch-

eon at the Ford plant in order that they might ob-

serve the Ford English School, at which attendance

was mandatory for non-English—speaking workmen. The

work of this school had convinced Ford of the practi-

cability of developing English-speaking workers in a

short period of time. 
The superintendent and the Board of Education met all situations presented to them by the employ-

ers of the city. One employer was assured that

classes would be available for his men even though

his men shifted from day to night shift every week

or two. The Morgan and Wright Company, employing

hundreds of non-English-speaking men who worked

particularly late evening hours, reported that it

would be impossible for the men to reach the night

school on time. The Board of Education guaranteed

to furnish ten regular teachers for classes to be

held at night in the Morgan and Wright plant, requir-

ing that the company furnish and equip ten class-

rooms. Between 700 and 800 men were able to be

served that otherwise would have been denied the
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benefits of the schools. In making the arrangements,

the Board of Commerce recommended that part of the

time spent in classrooms be company time, that the

men be able to get supper in the factory, and that

adequate facilities for recreation be included. Pa—

ternalistic involvement of this nature was exceed-

ingly important because unions were practically non-

existent in Detroit factories at this time. If the

immigrants had been organized into labor unions, the

Americanization program might have proceeded at a

different pace. The program might never have got

a start at all. But, on the other hand, the resent-

ment which so obviously built up later might have

been staved off and long-range benefits accrued.

Cooperating in this endeavor were the priests

and ministers who mentioned in their sermons the

importance of going to the evening schools. Father

Herr, whose parish was made up of 25,000 Polish

people who seldom heard any English, issued a state-

ment commending the Americanization program and urge

ing his parishioners to a better and broader American

citizenship. The two Sundays preceding the opening

of the evening schools, the ministers of every for-

eign congregation were asked to announce the night

of the school opening, adding their strong recommenda-

tion to attend. Many of the ministers called or

wrote to say that they were glad to cooperate. Hand-
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bills were distributed at the various foreign church-

as at the close of services. Because of a local ordi-

nance, the police commissioner informed the Board of

Commerce that they must stand well within church prop-

erty to pass out the handbills. A letter was sent

to all the priests or pastors asking them to phone

the Board of Commerce if they had any objection to

their people passing out handbills in the church.

No objections were received, and some called to sayr

that the distributors would be welcome and the ushers

would give any assistance desired.

The public library was of great assistance,

especially during the summer, in getting the informa-

tion to the foreigners. Cards were placed in all the

books telling of the summer school program, and chil-

dren who took out books were told how important it

was to get the message home to their parents. The

heads of the libraries reported the names of the

important immigrants in the community who would have

great power in persuading and promoting the night

schools among their people. The city Recreation De-

partment sent home 5,000 similar cards through its

playground and swimming programs. Nurses of the

Health Board were instructed to carry handbills

printed in seven different languages,and make a defi-

nite appeal to both men and women to attend the night

school. The Poor Commission used the handbills and
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the: same‘metmdss‘ They also made ”1*? dear. to the

nos-mlishFSPeakiné men and. men Who we, there ..

for assistance that they were expected to learn the

English languageand that it was an obligation for

them to take advantage of the night school opportne

nities. ‘The Juvenile Court issued handbills with_

allwidowsl pension papers. ‘The three mainenploy-

ment bureaus in Detroit distributed the bills, very

carefully explaining to the men their tremendous .

importance; Two of the bureaus had special police

officers giving the handbills to each non-English-

sneaking man whoapplied for work; The Bureau of

Employers Association, though it did not solicit

work for the_noneEnglish-speaking or in general for

laborers, turned away foreigners at the door, but

the policeman in charge now was instructed to see

that every one of these men received a handbillé

Any that did get through the door had to show that

they could at least write their name. Those that

haddifficultywere toldpersonally or the night

school and urged to attend. ‘ _ .

The Employers Association plannedto follow up

the night school campaign by making night school at?

tendance a feature of their record cards. They en;

gaged interpreters whoexplained to the menthat

their opportunities for getting a Job depended on

their knowing English;
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The Boy Scouts covered the immigrant sections»

of the city with a handbill distribution. These were

in several languages and told the time and place of

the night school. In one case, because of the diffi-

culty in getting the Boy Scout group together be-

cause of their vacation, a squad of fifteen little

Sicilian boy and girl privates, dressed in their

best clothes, covered the whole Italian neighbor-

hood in record time. In all, 125,000 handbills were

distributed throughout the immigrant sections.

Women's clubs also aided in the distribution

of handbills. As there was no Greek type in Detroit,

a Greek merchant called the Greek colony together to

urge their attendance at the night schools and went

to the expense of having handbills printed in New

York for distribution among them. Signs were placed

everywhere in the immigrant sections-~in factories,

social agencies, settlements, recreation centers,

commissions, and many small shops and saloons. The

people seemed to appreciate seeing their own lan-

guage under a picture of Uncle Sam shaking hands

with a worker and the words "America First" at the

top. The saloonkeepers received the signs with keen

interest and placed them in prominent places.

As the opening grew near, the Polish Daily

Record and the Italian Vbce del pgpulo encouraged

their readers to attend the schools. Russian Life,
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Italian Tribune, and the Hungarian News were alsor

 

active in their support. Next to the priests, these

newspapers written in native tonguestere most in-

fluential in recommending a new idea. All of the

English newspapers and magazines between August 18

and September 13 gave space to the night school open-

ing. Widely shown was a movie made by the Ford Motor

Company which depicted men being turned away because

they could not speak English. ,

On September 13 record-breaking numbers en-

rolled in the evening schools. The evening high

school showed a 31% increase, while in the elementary

schools the increase was 120.2% in enrollment. The

increase in the foreign-born in the evening schools

was a whopping 167%. The total enrollment for the

year was 12,641, of which 7,897 were enrolled in the

Americanization schools.l

Frederick S. DeGalan was then hired as full-

time attendance officer for the evening school, with

the objective of promoting night school attendance of

aliens. He worked closely with the United States

government, which was making a special effort to

Americanize the foreign element in the population,

using the schools as the chief vehicle. The United

 
 

 

lDetroit Board of Education, Sevemrxx-third

Annual Report of the Board of Education Detroit:

Detroit Board of Education, 1915}, pp. 111-112.

 



  

w
.

.
,.

.
.

7

.
.

.

_

\
_

u

.
i

.
I

.
y

.
.

.
o

x

.
.

«
v
,

.
~

.

\
,

.

.
.

.

v
?

.
\

.
_

.
.

.
.

i
.

.
.

\

.
.

n
1

.
I

.
_v

p
l

—
.
I

I

.
H

\
V

.
>
1

k

 



60

States Bureau of Naturalization, Department of Labor,

furnished a list of prospective citizens by supplying

the evening school with the names of aliens as they

applied for citizenship in the district. Letters

written by the Bureau, advising aliens to attend the

evening school, were turned over to the schools with

the request that these be delivered either by a per-

sonal visit from the attendance officer or by pupils

of the evening school enlisted for that purpose. The

schools were also asked to keep a record of the prog-

ress and attendance of the aliens who enrolled.  To augment the work, Mr. DeGalan attempted to

canvass every neighborhood where foreigners resided

in numbers, using cards provided by the Bureau of

Naturalization. The method of having pupils help to

 canvass was a failure. Either the students showed

no interest or when they did show an interest they

met with no success. Though calling personally at

2,218 addresses, Mr. DeGalan interviewed only eighty

people who expressed interest in the evening schools,

but it was impossible to determine how many of those

attended the schools. The Bureau of Naturalization

had furnished the schools with a list of 5,589 names,

and there was no valid reason to believe that any

better results would have been obtained with the

uncanvassed. Mr. DeGalan was of the opinion that

indiscriminate calls of this nature did not warrant
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the expense.

The intensity of the Americanization program

was not unique to Detroit. It was a nationwide cam-

paign spearheaded and guided by an amazing woman,

Frances Kellor. During the war years the movement to

Americanize the foreigner reached evangelistic heights

through the cooperation of groups who were tradition-

ally diametrically opposed. The humanitarian and

bigot both desired the assimilation of the foreigner.

The post-war "Red Scare" gave the nationalist a con—

tinued reason to support the Americanization program,

but with the war over the foreign groups reacted

against the program. By the 1920's the "Red Scare“

subsided, and the nationalist and the bigot, feeling

a sense of failure and dissolution, decided that the

foreigner was incorrigibly unassimilable. It was

better to keep him out of the mainstream of American

life, and rejection of the immigrant became stronger

by far than during the pre-war indifference.l

In Detroit it was found necessary to open

three new buildings to handle the large number of

 
 

lJohn Hi ham, Stra ers In the Land (New York:

Atheneum, 1963 , pp. 23 - 3. This book is a scholar-

ly and fascinating account of the tribulations that

the immigrant faced as he entered his newly chosen

country. It tells of discrimination, bigotry, vio-

lence, and indifference, and of the immigrants' re-

silience to these adverse forces.
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applicants in the fall of 1915. These classes were

filled directly and remained filled throughout the

term. The Roberts System of teaching English to

foreigners was adopted. This system was the practi-

cal outgrowth developed by Peter Roberts, a trained

sociologist, through evening classes he had organized

in English and civics under the sponsorship of the

Y. M. C. A.1 The foreigners quickly grasped this  
method and at the close of the session most of them

possessed a vocabulary of 300 words and could intelli— cg?

gently read the English newspapers. The Board of ‘ {

Commerce prepared a text which it furnished free of

charge for a course in citizenship or practical

31‘7163 .2

 Through the courts and the Bureau of Immigra-

tion, it was made possible to prepare for naturali-

zation, including filling out the necessary forms,

at the schools. Two months after the opening of the

schools, the Bureau of Naturalization was processing

eighty applicants a day. Table # shows the number

of each nationality who enrolled in the evening

school for 1915-1916 (see page 51).

In the fall of i916 the Americanization pro-

 gram of the elementary evening school showed a de-

 

2Detroit Board of Education, op. cit., p. 112.
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crease of 35%.1 There were several reasons for the

decrease in enrollment: (1) A total of 1,096 foreign-

ers entered the evening high schools having completed

the work up to the seventh grade. The decrease in

the evening elementary school was met with a corres-

ponding increase in the evening high school of 88.9%.

There was a demand far in excess of expectation for

commercial and technical instruction. (2) The effect

of the war on immigration resulted in few if any new  foreigners entering the city. (3) The factories were i

no longer lending their support to the program.2 1‘?

(H) A large number of private schools sprang up which

offered glittering inducements to the foreigners.

These schools for the most part were closed in a few  
months, and their students, discouraged, did not care

to enter the evening schools, feeling that they were

too far behind.

Writing in 1921, Frank Cody offers some other

causes for the drop in attendance. It had started to

drop off in 1916 when 4,268 were enrolled, compared

with 7,397 enrolled in 1915-1916. It was still above

 

lDetroit Board of Education, Seven ~fourth and

Seventygfifth Annual Report gggthe‘Board 0 Education

IDetioit: Detroit Board of Education, 1917 and 19187,

p612. ~ /

2

After the initial fervor the factory owners be-

came apathetic as wartime profits and problems of

priority and supply occupied their time. Because of

the advanced publicity, many may have expected instant

results and when the results weren't forthcoming they

felt the investment of time and money of little value.
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the 1914-1915 total of 3,506. In 1917-1918 it

dropped to almost nothing.1 Inthe official report

of the superintendent, there is no note of this drop

to almost nothing. It states that instead of opening

a large number of elementary schools, as in the past,

the Americanization work was combined with the con-

tinuation work, with a resulting savings of several

thousand dollars. It then reports that the number

of aliens attending the Americanization school was

lower than in previous years and would continue to be 4

so until the close of the war opened immigration to

the country. There is no mention of the number in the

Americanization program until the 1919-1920 report,

when it reports that instruction was given to 920 for-

eigners unable to speak English, which is less than

12% of the number enrolled in 1915-1916.2

Cody claimed that there were those who bene-

fited from their countrymcnts ignorance of the lang-

uage and customs of America and that these immigrants

were working to maintain the status quo. These indi-

viduals secured them employment, did their legal work,

gave than medical attention, and controlled the spir-

 

lFrank Cody, "What one Representative American

City Is Doing in Teaching Americanism," The Detroit

Journal of Education, I, no. 4(June, 1921), 7.

2Detroit Board of Education, Seventy-seventh

Annual Reesrt of the Superintendent De ro e roit

=oard of toucation, 1920), p. is; .  
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itual life of the immigrants. In order to maintain

control, they used a variety of propaganda. The

theme most insidious and difficult to combat Was that

by attending the schools the immigrants would be

forced to fight as soon as war was declared. Upon

the declaration of war, many of these people, not

wanting to fight, gave up their first citizenship H

Papers and . teak 31,1?- -, their old allegiances Dewitt was

not unique, as reports from six of the largest cities

showed that: Without 93°99‘51”, there was “We”.

in registration of foreignersin theeveningschools.1

[Since a child receives his early education_from

hismother, the schools decided to concentrate on“

bringing the services of the school to the_foreigne

born mother. Afternoon classes were started wherever

a sufficient number of mothers could be brought to;

gather to Justify costs._ Attendantstookcare_of

children while the mothers were in theclassroom. In_

191941920 the total number enrolled, meeting two after—

noons per week,was 431.2 In 1929;1921 it was 3l5 in

seventeen classes,3 and in 1921-1922 the number inf,

creased to 854 women, with 63 men also registering.”

 

lcody, loo. cit. .

2

Detroit Board of Education, 10c. cit.

BCOdy’ 106. cite, D6 90

  
4Detroit Board of Education, Seven

nuaI Report of theDetroitPublicSchoo 3 Detroit:

Detroit Board of Education, 1922), p. 52. e
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These classes continued through the twenties, depend—

ing upon demand and money available. These extension

classes for foreign women continued and even increased

through the depression years of the thirties. For

instance, in 1933 the evening school department main-

tained 68 extension classes in addition to 70 to 130

evening elementary classes. 0f the 68 classes, 60 were

devoted to women alone and the other eight were mixed.1

There were 68, 75, and 63 extension classes for foreign

women in 1936, 1937, and 1938 respectively.2 The for?

eign women, because of their lack of contact with Eng-

lish-speaking Detroiters, remained the richest source

of noannglish—speaking people. Returning to that

same environment with little opportunity to use their

newefound skills in English, it is questionable that

even those who attended the schools were able to retain,

much less extend, any abilities they learned there. _

The evening schools continued to increase in pop-

ularity in the 1920's. In the fall of 1921, 28,293

adults registered in the evening schools.3 There

was no mention of Americanization classes, and perhaps

 

l"Adult Elementary Education," Detroit Educa— '

tional Bulletin, XVI, no. A (March,_A'p—ri—l,"l'9"3"3‘)','“l5.

2Detroit Board of Education, Su erintendent's

Annual Re ort for Detroit Public Sghoo s 19% - 32 ‘

(Detroit: Detroit Board of Education, 1939 3 p. 93.

3Detroit Board of Education, Sevent -ninth ‘

Annual Report of the Detroit Public SchooEs, P- 52- 
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the designation wasdiscontinued, but in theelemen-

tary evening schools there were 1,333 enrolled in

citizenship classes, of which only six werewomen.l

There were also 5,037 men and 2,775 women enrolled in

English for Foreigners classes.2 In 1922-1923 the 1

demand for citizenship classes increased, withas many

as twentygfive classes being in session in a given_

week. The enrollment in these classes was 1,551men

3
and3© women. ~English for Foreigners classes dee

creased in demand, with an enrollmentof M,777 men

and 2,1422women.4 This was partly due to the immi-

gration restrictions of 1921. College extension_

classes were opened forteachers in methods of teach—

ing English to foreign adults in 1919, and in 1921 a

course in the methods of teaching English to foreign

children was added. In 1923—1924 the l41teachers

working with the foreign evening classes were consid-

ered 100% trained.5

The enrollment in the citizenship and English

for Foreigners classes continued at about the same

 

1 7' 1 7
Ibid., p. 100.

21bid.

' 3Detroit Board of Education, EightiethAnnual

Report of the Detroit Public Schools (Detroit: De—

troit Board ofJEducation, 1923), p. 108.

 

411:13.

5Detroit Board of Education,

nualReport oT- the Detroit Public Schools Detroit:

DeErOIE Boara 0i Eaucasion, 1922”, Do 30.
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rate through the 1920's, and even in the 1930‘s when

finances_allowed an adequate program. In 1925—1926

there were 2,154 men and 194 women registered in the

citizenship classes; 4,244 men and 2,216 women, in the

English Tor Foreigners classes.1 In 1933 there were

4,413 men and women taking elementary work, which in-

cluded English for the foreign-born and preparatory

work for citizenship.2 The average attendance for,

all the night schools in Fall, 1933, was 13,965,3 an

increase over the total for 1932, but could not come

pare with the 1929-1930 record when the registration 1;

was 63,888, with an average membership of 32,402. Registrations in the elementary evening schools did

steadily increase so that by 1937-1938 there were

12,856.5 There was a drop in the demand for classes

in English for the foreign-born and citizenship

training during World War II, but in 1945-1946 there

 were still twenty-five extension classes devoted to

 

lDetroit Board of Education, Ei h —third An-

nual Report of the Detroit Public SchooEs (Detroit:

Detroit Board of Education, l926), p. 59.

2Frederick S. DeGalan, "Evening School Notes,"

Detroit Educational Bulletin, XVII, no. 2 (December,

1933), 9. . ,

3Ibid.

”Detroit Board of Education, Ei ht —seventh An-

nual Report'of thg_Detroit Public Schools (Detroit:

Detroit Board of Education, 1930), p. 112..

5Detroit Board of Education, Su erintendent's

Annual Re ort of the Detroit Public Schools 1 8-1

(Detroit: Detroit Board of Education, 19395, p, 93.

IIIIIIIIIIEII;_______________________ in   
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English for the foreign-born, citizenship, and other

flewrWWMD5 c,wnc.u. m”

I Special classes for foreigneborn children were

begun in 1911. Until this time the foreignIchild,I

ifhe souldnot.speak.EhsliSha was Placedin_the else

mentary school regardless of age. These classes have

continued toexist to the presentday.m 191921I1922

collegeclasses for teachers of foreignebornchildren

were started on an ¢Xtension‘b331sos.Durins the 1920's

th¢_avegag¢_advancement in Ehslish_ror children in

these special classestas equivalent to seven semes-

ters for each semester of attendance. OvercrowdingI

of these classes during the depression years may have

been a contributing factor to the drop in progresinn

193841939 to three and oneehalf semesters per semes;

ter of attendance.2

In 1900 the school census showed 81,681 children

of schOol age in Detroit, with 39,l50 attending the

public schools. By 1930 the school census showed .

412,745, with 250,994 attending the public schools.3

 

1Detroit Board of Education, »perintendent's

Annual Report of the Detroitqublic Schools 1145-1‘46

"fDetroit, Detroit Board o'I once on,

“H 7 2

  
    

Detroit BoardIof‘Education,’ Su crintendent’s

 

‘(Detroitz

3Detroit Board of Education, Directo and ’

., 6 : * (Detroit: Detroit Board of Educatgcn,
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. The growth was overl The depression hit Detroit

hard, and the high unemployment rate sent more immi-

grants away from the city than it brought in. The

immigrant groups sealed themselves in their ghettos,

and many lost their language skills acquired during

the tremendous growth of the evening schools during

the 1920ls. And it was a tremendous growth! While

the city‘s population increased approximately 52%,

and the day school enrollment rose approximately 76%

between 1920 and 1930, the average attendance in the

night schools increased 447%.1

Compulsory school attendance, wartime, full em—

ployment, advancing old age and resultant death have

replaced the night schools in completing the assimi-

lation of foreign communities. The large influx of

Negroes pushed the younger generations out to the

suburbs and into the mainstream of all that suburbia

stands for. A great university in the heart of the

city contributed considerably to the opportunity of

the second generation to rise to social prominence.

Names of second generation Detroit leaders who have

graduated from Wayne University would be a story in

itself. But, instead, let us turn to the study in

depth of a few of those immigrant groups.

 

1
Eighty-seventh Annual Report of Detroit Public

Schools, 30, p. 112.
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CHAPTER III

GERMANIC INFLUENCES ON THE SCHOOLS

The Germans were not in Detroit in any numbers

prior to 1830. A few families were there, but, as

they were either descendants of Hessian soldiers of

the British forces in the Revolutionary War or had

been in this country for a long period of time, it is

doubtful that they added much in distinctive German

culture to the small city. I

Nationally, in the seventeenth century Germans

were reported to have composed from one-third to one-

half of the early population of New Amsterdam,1 and

Germantown, Pennsylvania (now a part of Philadelphia),

was settled by religious refugees from Palatinate.2

Francis Daniel Pastorius, who was the first mayor of

Germantown, met with a group of Germans and on April

18, 1688, made the first formal protest against Negro

slavery.3 Pennsylvania, noted for its religious toler-

 

1Theodore Huebener, The Germans in America (Phila-

delphia and New Ybrk: ChiIton Company Book Division,

1962). p. 3.I

2me. p. 9.

3Ibid., p. 13.
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ation, became the home of many religious groups, most-

ly from Germany. Pastorius developed a German school

in Germantown in 1702. This school was unique in that

it had a night school for adults and employed youth,

was coeducational, and was supported by voluntary con-

tributions plus the fees paid by the pupils. Christo-

pher Dock, who taught in a school founded by the Men-

nonites, was the first to use a blackboard. He pub—

lished a pedagogical book in 1750 which showed a keen

insight of child psychology, placing the teaching of

morality and conduct before scholarship and substi— 
tuting understanding and love for the birch rod. Most

of the early German communities established schools, 
and that early Pennsylvania patriot, Benjamin Franklin,

became interested in the education of Germans, estab-

lishing the first course in English for foreigners.

Having been stirred by Madame de Steel‘s por-  
trayal of the German universities, George Ticknon and  
Edward Everett went to the University of GBttingen to

study in 1815. Many American students followed, in-

cluding George Bancroft, H. W. Longfellow, William ,

‘ Emerson, B. J. Gildersleeve, W. D. Whitney, and J. L.

Motley. There were 137 future professors of American

colleges among the 225 American students at German

universities between 1815 and 1850.1

 

11b1d.. p. 75.
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The newer German ideas of elementary education,

as observed in practice at the schools of Pestalozzi

and Fellenberg, were introduced at the Round Hill

School, founded Jointly by Bancroft and Cogswell in

1823 near Northhampton, Massachusetts. Carl Beck

arrived from Germany in 1824 to teach Latin at the

Round Hill School and was instrumental in introducing

the first gymnasium into an American school. Carl

Fallen, a German immigrant who had also taught at the

Round Hill School, became the first professor of Ger-

man at Harvard University. Though he was exceedingly

successful, his appointment was not renewed until

1836 because of his denunciation of slavery. Together

with Francis Lieber, Follen introduced physical train-

ing in Boston.1 These early Germans had an influence

on the educational system as it developed in New Eng-

land and, as a result, influenced education in Detroit

and throughout the country.

Though it cannot be verified by immigration fig—

ures, it is doubtful that German immigration was more

than slight in the early days of the new republic.

In the decade between 1821 and 1830 the census re-

ports 6,761 Germans entering the country, and there

is no evidence to support the fact that immigration

 

lIbid., p. 76.
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was any greater in earlier decades.l During the next

decade, 1831-1840, there was a 2,155% increase to

152,454.2

The tremendous increase in immigration is

sometimes ascribed to the European revolutions of

1830, and particularly to the severe manner in

which they were dispelled by Metternich in the Ger;

man states. But actually the German peoples were

never removed very far from serfdom, and this was

primarily a movement of an agrarian people. Mettere

nich's policies did not alter the lot of the peas—

ants, so it is necessary to look elsewhere to ex-

plain the movement. Perhaps the main cause was the

unsatisfactory conditions in certain agricultural

districts. There was a severe depression starting

in 1817 and lasting throughout the 1820's. Coupled  with this was an increase of 24% in the population

of Germany between 1815 and 1835.3 There were a few

political refugees from Metternich's policies, and_

these were often derisively dubbed "Latin farmers".#

 

 

1U. 3., Bureau of the Census, Historical Sta-'

tistics of the United Stat§§ Colonial Timegvto 1957,

3 p. 573

21bid.

 3P. Benaerts, Les Ori ines de la Grande Indus-

trie Allemande (Paris, 1933;, p. 136. V

4The need for German intellectuals in the United

States was indeed slight and the university scholars

who liked to discuss liberal ideas and German unifica-
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The first organized immigration of Germans

into Detroit occurred in 1830, and they came from

Neustadt, a small country town in Hessen-Nassau.

It was reported that they came to Detroit because a

man named Victor, who had visited Detroit earlier,

raved about the beauty of the Detroit River and Lake

St. Clair. They came by way of New York, Buffalo

and Lake Erie, as did the majority of settlers to

follow. As all of these earliest settlers were

Catholic, they found it necessary to attend the

French Catholic church of St. Anne. Detroit was

still a French city at that time, and a majority of

her citizens spoke that language in 1830. One of

the French priests held German services fiflr them

monthly. More immigrants came from the village of

Neustadt in 1832 and 1834. The influx of Neustadters

 

tion while drinking beer were as inept at farming as

they were at concluding revolutions. Metternich re-

pressed the German student association, which was

called "Burschenschaft" by forbidding public meetings

and revolutionary badges, renewed edicts controlling

the university and press, and placed suspicious politi-

cal characters under surveillance. Another abortive

attempt at revolution in 1838 led by the nationalistic

and liberal thinkers showed the failure of "grass root"

politics in Germany. Nationalism and unification in‘

Germany had to wait for the strong figure at the top,

particularly Bismarck, to achieve its goals. By that

time liberalism in Germany, if ever very prevalent,

was a dead issue.

1 Frank A. Weber], "The Hundredth Anniversary of

the First Organized Immigration from Germany" (Detroit:

C° M. Burton Historical Collection), p. 5.
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76. U 1

continuethhroughout thenineteenth centuryuntil

therewere more Vin Detroit than in their native

village. Almost every name in the original vil—

lagthad its representatives living in Detroit in

1930: e 1 , _ _1

VVV In 1832, along with the additional immigrants

Wm Renata.“ had some Alsatiapsxwthrmsers. West?-

prawns» and others-.1 331833 German immigrants .,

beganV 0 enter Detroitin evereincreasing numbers.

A large number of these were Roman Catholic, one”

group of thirty-three families comingmostly from

Bavaria, a German Catholichtate.2 Early in 1833

Father Martin Kundig, aGerman Swiss priest, was”

sent to Delimit- 1 He spoke English: French» German.

and Italian. A rear room at St. Annels was convert-

ed to achapel, and Father Kundig conducted services

every Sunday for the Germans from eight to tenVin

the morning._ As thher Kundig's sermons wereVin the

native tongue of the Germans, his services were

well-attended. .

_ In March, 1834, a census-taker listed Detroit's

population as 4,973.3 Shortly thereafter, the dread-

 

11b1d., p. 52.

2John Andrew Russell, The GermanicInfluence

in the Maki of Michiigm (Detroit. University of

Detroit, 1927 , p. 69.V ._

3Directogy of the c1tx of Detroit for the Year
183i (De 1‘01 3 ’ po 37. A
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ed ,ch9lera 63°.er the, small #9er withdevestafims

force, decimating nearly a thousand souls. “InV1835H

the Holy Trinity Church was blessed, and the Germans

Joined the Irish in the dedication service for the

Irishchurch. 0n the same day the Neustadter Germans

celebrated the 333m times, or anniversary. her the

dedication oftheir motheerhurch in Neustadt.VVFather

Kundig, who had been servinthhe Irish population as

well, was now relieved to take care of the growingV

German population, asFatherVBernardClCavanaugthe- came pastor of the Irish church. Records of a dist

tinct German Catholic congregation began in 1835 with

the baptism of John Schmittdiel._ V VVV V M

_ A census taken in 1837 showed the population of

Detroit to be 9,763,1 morthhan doublvehatit was

after theepidemic of1834. Some of this growthV V

could be attributed to theVlarge influx of Germans.

A greatVnumber of Westphalians arrived in 1836 with

theirownpastor, Father Antoine Kopp.He andFather

Kundig workethogether until Nbvember whenFather _ .

Kundig took over theVsuperintendency of the Poor Farm.

Father Kandigielt an obligatiotho the many victims

of the cholera epidemic to take care of theirchile

dren athe had promised, and he had already been

devoting a great deal of time to the orphansat the

Boer Farm. VIn 1840 Father Kundiereturned to spear;

 

J . ' 11mm.

¥  
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head adrivefor funds to establish a distinct German

Catholic church. The cornerstone of the new church,

called St. Mary's, was laid in June, 1841. Father

Otto Skolla replaced Father Kundig in 1842 when the

latteeruffered a nervous breakdown,Vand the church

was completed in 1843 under his supervision. A can-

sus taken by Father Skolla in that yearshowed 1,117

Catholics, of which 687 lived within the city.1

V Also entering the city at this time were theV

German Lutherans, and in 1833 they formed a religious

society. In 1837 the German Lutherans built a church

to which, accordingto the city directory, all denomi-

nations contributed.2 Apparently there was generosity

of heart and religious toleration in the early city.

A Roman Catholic missionary, writing about this time,

lends impetus to this view. "In Detroit, there are

two large German congregations, the strongerbeing

Catholic, and having built a church; the other, also

having a church of its own, beingProtestant (the

Reverend Mr. Schade).3 Themembers othhe toncon—

gregations live inyharmony with one another, and never

 

1EWeVber], loc. cit., p. 57.

2Directory of the Citlof Detroit for the Year

1837, 10c. cit., p. 27.
 

3The Detroit Ci§y_Directory of 1837 states that

the first church services were to be conducted by Rev.

Mr. Schmead. (Ibid. ) Elsewhere it was hated that the

first service washeld in a carpenter shop by Rev. Fr.

Schmid on August 18,1833, and he continued to serve
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allow their religious differences to interfere with

their social intercourse. At marriages and baptisms

they are never concerned about which preacher they

should choose, but that they should have a good time

in the German fashion. A large number of Germans re-

main in the city only so long as to earn money enough

to buy land outside and establish farms."1

These early German settlers were probably the

more successful and undoubtedly the more adventure-

some souls of the old country. To be able to afford

the passage over from Germany to New York and then

through the Erie Canal to Detroit would require

one's own capital or else someone's faith that you

were a good financial risk. These people soon ac-

quired a reputation for being industrious and excel-  lent farmers, and this ambition and skill could not

2

have been acquired instantaneously upon arrival.

 

until July, 1836. At that time a Rev. J. P. Schwabe

arrived and served until January, 1837, dying of con-

sumption in March, 1837. On October 22, 1837, Rev.

M. Schaad answered their calling and served until

June, 1841. It is also noted that the first German

frame church was built and dedicated in 1838. (Egg-

tory and Directory of Churches of Detroit Michi an,

Detroit: Crumb Noble, 1877, p. 169.;

l . 7

Russell, op. cit., p. 54.

 

 

2It is this writer's opinion that very few of

the immigrants to this country were the ”dregs of

Europe", as they were referred to by nativist ele-

ments.. "Drags" are left behind. They have neither

the ambition nor the stamina to withstand the rigors

of Journey. Rascals may have come but not the indo-

lento
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The Michigan Constitution, written in 1835,

provided for a State Superintendent of Public In-

struction, one of the first such offices in the

United States.1 This office was the equivalent of

the Prussian Minister of Public Instruction. Isaac

E3 Crary, chairman of the Committee on Education for

the Constitutional Convention, and his chief adviser,

Rev. John D. Pierce, had read and discussed.M. Victor

Cousinhs "Report on the State of Public Instruction

in Prussia", which was made to the French Ministry

of Education in 1831. This report described the

Prussian system of education as being based upon

freedom of access to schools operated at public ex-

pense, with state supervision, including three grada-

tions of schools: the common schools, high schools

or academies, and the university. For all practical

purposes, this system was inserted intact into the

constitution. Professor Hinsdale writes, "In effect

all the Prussian ideas are here: primary schools,

secondary schools and a university; public taxation

and state supervision."

As early as 1834 the Rt. Rev. Frederick Rese,

Bishop of Detroit, who was born in Hanover, had plead-

 

1

M. M. Quaife and Sidney Glazer, Michigm (New

York: Prentis“Hall, In0., 1948), p. 1750

 

2Burke A. Hinsdale, History the Universi

of Michi an (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan,

1906): D. 17.
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81 7

ed through stirring letters in the Detroit'JournaI

and Advertiser for a system of free schools: He

had offered his own services to aid in their founda-

tion, but his offer of leadership was not followed.

His writings may have had an influence on Crary and

Pierce.1 .

The system of Prussia had determined the organie

zation of the public schools of Michigan. The private

systems as well were to follow this basis of organi-

zation. Thus, the initial Germanic influence was sub-

stantial. .

At this time the early German settlers were

still more familiar with church schools in their old

country. Both the Roman Catholic and the Evangelical

Lutheran congregations desired to give their youth

training in their respective religious beliefs at

the same time that they were being educated for con-

tact with the world. Economic reasons as well com-

pelled them to use church schools. Teachers were

scarce and comparatively expensive, an objection

which could be overcome by having the pastor perform

a twofold task. In fact, it is difficult to find a

German Lutheran colony that did not provide a school

as soon as it called a pastor. The early German

Lutherans organized a school shortly after their

 

 

1Russell, op. cit., p. 195.
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82 _

arrival in Detroit, and the city directory notes

that in 1837 there were an average number of forty-

five children attending the St. Clair English-Ger-

man Free School on Minor Street.1 In 1833 a German

Catholic school was opened near St. Anne's Church.

This is the only mention of a German Catholic school

in the city at such an early date. In fact, a

school erected and opened in September, 1844, next

to St. Mary's, the German Catholic church mentioned

previously, is usually recognized as the first Ger-

man Catholic school.

District schools served the small community

from 1838 to 1841, having been established to comply

with the education law in the new constitution.

Michigan had become a state in 1837 and was thereby

governed by this statute. Whether the German settlers

attended the district schools is not recorded. These

schools were not free and probably held little induce—

ment to these religiously oriented settlers.

The establishment of free public schools in 1842

did not result in a large influx of German scholars,

in spite of their reputation for frugality. Certain-

1y there were some German students among the entrants,

 

 

lDirectory of the City of Detroit for the Year

1831, loc. cit., p. 97.

2History and Directory of Churches of Detroit,

Michi an, 02. C o, p. 65.
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one example being Andrew Henry Schmittdiel. He was

the son of John Schmittdiel who was mentioned pree

viously. Andrew attended public school and Gold~

smith Business College and became a renowned citizen.

He served as an alderman, was a charter member of

the Board of Trade, was a member of the Chamber of

Commerce and Builders and Traders Association. He

was successful in a number of business ventures,

including a partnership in the Michigan Match Works,

forerunner of the Diamond Match Company. His public

school education did not seem to be a deterrent to

his success. Most of the early Germans attended

their religious schools, and this fact influenced

the trend of the public schools more than the Ger-

man students who did attend.1

In the first Board of Education report, a

warning note was sounded to sectarian groups. "It

will be observed, on reference to the rules to which

we have alluded, that nothing of a sectarian charac-

ter will be permitted to intrude itself into these

schools, through books or otherwise. Religion has

its teachers and its separate houses of instruction,

open like ours to all who choose to come, and it is

the high and holy province of the parent and guard-

ian to select the instructors for their children or

 

lEWeber], 10c. cit., p. 51.
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wards in. the. great. truthwr Christianity: cum:

Jects are universal concern itis trueethe diffusion,

of light and knowledge, and the deep andwide dissemi-

nation of liberal principles, without which the pre-

cepts of religion can neither beunderstood nor in;

culcatedeto open wide the door to the poor and the}

unfortunate, and minister to them that mental food,

and instill into their minds those principles_of

virtue and moralitywithout which man is a brute

and government a curse; but no Presbyterian, or p _

Catholic, or Episcopalian, or Baptist or Methodist,

or other religious sect, must attempt to interfere

in our arrangements with their special tenets, nor,

cross the thresholds of these institutions with any

other intent than to aid us in the performance of ‘

our duty. ‘Whilst we hold sacred their high province,

they must respect ours, and they should give us cred-

it for this explicit determination, which is made

and should be announced to avoid the confusion and

distress which have grown out of improper influences

that have been exerted in other cities and statesto

an extent in some instances totallydestructiveto

any system of scientific and moral education what-

ever."1

'In 184# a new member of the Board of Education,

 

 

1Detroit Board of Education, Report of the Pub-

lic Schools of Detroit for 1842, p.'8:
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85

John Hulbert, entered the resolution that either

the Douay or King James version of the giblg be

introduced into the schools as a text. The result-

ing controversy came very close to destroying the

neophyte school system. The Board‘s decision to

eliminate all but the Lord's Prayer calmed most

antagonists but, as was described in the first chap-

ter, did not end the objections. The Jewish students

alluded to in that chapter were from Germany.

Bishop Lefevere, representing the Catholic

populace of the city, objected strongly in 1852 to

being taxed to support public schoolsol The public

school laws forced the sectarian groups, in opposi-

tion to constitutional guarantees of liberty of con-

science, to aid schools which as a matter of conscience

they could not permit their children to attend. It

was the Catholics' opinion that they should receive

a pro-rata distribution of the tax moneys in direct

proportion to the number of children that they edu-

cated. The town reacted quickly, splitting polem—

ically. Both sides lobbied in the legislature,

petitions were drawn up; pamphlets were printed and

resolutions passed. Bishop McCloskey, an Episco-

palian minister, though he opposed any change, re-

ported that he would request that his church re-

 

  

 

lWilkins, 10c. cit.
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ceiye its full share to be spent to inculcate the

particular principles and beliefs of his church .

upon any children whem.he could induce to attend.

At the next campaign for mayor of the city,

the issue was so strong that it temporarily abol-

ished partisan lines. The issue of the campaign

resolved into the continuaneeor abandonment of

the public schools. _The ticket headed by George.

V. N. Lothrop was elected by a 2,000 majority, and

his slate was opposed to thesharing of the tax _

moneys. Lothrop was anexceedingly skilledorator

and his skillful pleadings were probably the great?

est asset to the public school cause. i 7_

- Undoubtedly the German Catholics supported:

the plan of sharing the moneys though they had co-

operated with the public schools, since the Third.

Ward School was located in the basement of the Ger-

man Catholic St. Mary's Church in 1855. The atti-

tude of the German Lutherans is more obscure, as

they were even more adamant in their insistence on

a parochial education for their children. It is

possible to surmise their attitude toward the

schools but not thecontroversy from the official

position ofthe German Evangelical St. Johnls

Church stated in 1877. "Since a schoolwhich

teaches infidelity has 7.... established in this

city, every Christian congregation is in duty bound
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to establish and support special day school in order

that those parents who are anxious to have their chil-

dren instructed in their own mother tongue, are not

under the necessity of sending them to an anti-relif

gious school. This being fully appreciated, the St.

John's church school has always been attended by 350

to 400 pupils."1 No record has been left of their

part in the controversy. In more recent controver—

sies of this nature, the German Lutheran Church has

repeatedly supported separation of church and state

in all areas.

‘In 1850 2,855 of Detroit's population of

21,019 had been born in Germany, which is 13.5% of

the population (see table on page 33). The actual

percentage of German stock was probably closer to

30%. The City Directory of 1853-1854 lists 3,512

German Protestants; 3,846 German Catholics; 78 Jews

(most of whom were German); and 6 German atheists.

The Protestants and Catholics were located as fol-

lows: German Catholics-lst ward-40, 2nd ward-91,

3rd ward-261, 4th ward—1,304, 5th ward-43, 6th ward-

749, 7th ward-1,255, and 8th ward-103; German Prot-

estants-1st ward—67, 2nd ward-19, 3rd ward-3H4, 4th

ward-758, 5th ward-56, 6th ward-716, 7th ward-1,296,

 

1History and Directory of Churches of Detroit,

Michigan, op. cit., p. I70.
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and 8th ward-256.l . _

It was not purely by accident that Detroit was

becoming an increasingly German city. The state leg-

islature, through the leadership of Governor Ransom,

passed legislation favorable to immigration and the

purchase of state lands by newcomers. Edward Hughes

Thompson was appointed Commissioner of Immigration

in 1849.2 He spent part of his time in New York

and part in Stuttgardt, Germany, praising the state

to possible settlers. He published an extensive

pamphlet relating the advantages of Michigan as a

desirable place to settle. A note in the papers in

1859 shows that this work was continued, as at that

time Mr. Diepenbeck was Michigan's immigrant agent

in New York.3 He took great pains to inform immi-

grants of the favorable laws and other advantages

of Michigan. He was aided in his task by the fig;-

grant News of Bremen, Germany, the principal port

of emigration, which devoted a good deal of space

to Michigan as a place to settle for the German citi-

zen.

The inspector of the sixth ward, though com-

 

1Detroit City Directory for 1853-1854, Detroit,

1854, p. xiv.

2Russell, op. cit., pp. 55-57.

3" >1!

German Immigration to Michigan The Daily

Advertiser, XXIV, no. 266 (July 7, 1855), 2.
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menting favorably on the public school in that ward,

noted that the reading classes acquitted themselves

only tolerably well.l Pronunciation was not dis-

tinct and there was a welding of words with a drawl-

ing tone. The inspector excused this because there

were so many foreign scholars. Since this school

was on Gratiot Road in the center of the German

population, it may be that a large number of Ger-

man children were attending the public school in

this district. In 1859 it was pointed out that the

German language could be substituted for the mathe-

matical subjects of the second or third year under

the direction of the principal and a committee of

the board.2 0n the inside front cover of the 1860

report of the president of the Board of Education

the German influence manifests itself sharply. It

was resolved that 1,000 copies of the president’s

report and valedictory remarks be printed in Eng- V

lish and 400 copies printed in the German language!3

In 1864 it was passed by a nine to six vote to print

a synopsis of the proceedings of the Common Council

 
 

 

1Report of the Public Schools of the City of

Detroit for 1855 (Detroit: Detroit Board of Educa-

tion, 18565, p. 32.

2Officia1R_§ort of the President of theBoard

of Education for 1 59 (Detroit: Detroit Boardof

Education, 1860), p. 24.

3E1 hteenth Annual Re art of the President of

the Board of Education for 1865 (Detroit: Detroit

EEard of Education, I861), inside front cover.
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in the German lemmas. , w . . - . ,

_ Although the Revolution of1848, which was

centered in Baden, was not the reason for the in?

flux of the majority of the German immigrants of

this period, it was easyto believe thatthistas

the situation; The political refugees weremore

influential than their numbers might indicate.

Their keen interest in politics, literary sub;

Jects and education brought them to the 13383371,.

ship not only of their own peopler t ofthe entire

community as well. Manyof the mostrenownedfami—

lies in Detroit are and were descendants of these

educatedrevolutionaries.2 Unlike their earlier  
compatriots, there was a place for the German intel-

lectual in the1850fls. They started newspapers,  schools, and even political societies. The Republi-

canparty gained much of its intellectual support

from the violently anti-slavery forty-eighters.

Several of those early Detroit Germans were among

the founders of the Republican party "Under the

Oaks" inJackson,Michigan. '

. Although too young to have been a part of the

 

1DetroitflCommon Council Journal 186#~1865, p. 11.

2N. H. Bowen, "How Detroit Germans Game Here To

'Escape Oppression in.Europe," Detroit saturogz Night

(may 29, 1915), A. This article lists many famous

Germans Of that day whose progenitors came in the

period shortly after 18fi8. Meet of the-names would

also be familiar to Detroiters of the present time.
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abortive revolution, August.Marxhausen arrived in

Detr°1tinV¥853.at the age 9f twentV- Ha aspired to

be a newspaperman and acquireda position on the“

Michigan Demokrat, an outgrowth of the first German

newspaper, Allgemeine Zeitung, which was first pub—

lished in Detroit in 1844. He startedhis own newse_

paper in 1854, called the Egmilggn Blaetter, a weekly

11

newspaper._ Out of this paper grew the daily Def

 

troiter Abendefost, the onlynewspaper_to survive

the stones-through-the-window, noeadvertisers days

’of_two‘Wcr1d Wars. It is today the second oldestnw

newspaper in Detroit, with only the Free Press boast-
 

ing anearlier founding date. The German papers were

all decidedly political and, asmarxhausen played a

prominent part in foundingthenew Republicanparty,

his paper supported its candidates wholeheartedly.

The newspaper was instrumental in carrying the Ger?

man vote for the first Republican governor of Michi?

gan in 1854, Kingsley S. Bingham, and also gave cone

siderable support to AbrahamLincoln in the presiden-

tialcampaign. An elementary school was later named

after Narxhausen for his service to the city. 3.

“At the Republican convention in 1864, which.

nominated Lincoln fora second term, were a number

of prominent German-Americans. Steeped in history

 

~ "lDTetroi‘t CitLDirectory for 18544855 (Detroit,
1855): pé 31‘
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and knowledge of the American system of government

and full of patriotic spirit engendered by the con-

vention, they talked of a national German-American

institution to pass along to their fellow immigrants

this sense.of belonging, knowledge and pride in

their adopted country. Returning from the convention,

Detroit Germans promoted this idea and even convinced

the legislature to grant them 25,000 acres on the

outskirts of Detroit to carry out their plans; Those

were the elaborate plans for the German-American Semi-

nary, which developed into an excellent local institu-

tion but never obtained the national stature that its

founders had desired; It was recognized as the finest

school in the city for a number of years, and in 1867

Dr; Edward Feldner started the first kindergarten in

the city of Detroit at the seminary.1 In 1873 the

first kindergarten was tried as an experiment in the

public schools at the Everett elementary school; It

was very successful, and the recommendation was made

that the kindergartens would be most useful in the

more crowded areas of the city where the students

leave school at a very early age and need the extra

2

time. Kindergartens became continuous in the public

 

1"German American Seminary " Detroit Free Press,

XXXVI, no. 76 (December 11, 18705, 6.

2Thir efirst Annual Report of the ggard of

Education 0 the 5i§y_of Detroit its the Year Ending

'Becembergl, 1813 (Detroit: Detroit fisard of Educa-

tion: 1 7 1 Po 59.
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elementary schools after 1895.

In 1370 the United States census listed the

number of Germans in the city of Detroit from each

of the separate German states.1 The figures are as

follows: .Baden-647, Bavaria-1,104, Brunswick-8,

Hamburg-l7, Hanover-103, Hessen-63l, L'dbeck-u, Meek-

lenburg-662, Nassau-8, Oldenburg-4, Prussia-7,81fl,

Saxony-43h, Weimar-23, Wurttemberg-96l, not speci-

fied~227. 0f the total of 12,647, nearly 62% were

from Prussia. Of the fifty largest cities in the

United States, none had a greater percentage of

gheir German population from Prussia, and none but

the very largest cities had more Prussians settled

there. The Detroit Egg; reported in 1867 that a

party of fifteen Prussian families entered the city

with the intent of making Detroit their future home

providing they could find work. It also noted that

"they looked clean and neat, notwithstanding their

long Journey, while some of them had the appearance  
2

of being wealthy." Another report in 1873 also

noted quite a number of Germans entering the city

and stated that "the crowd had more gold in their

pockets than had been seen loose around here since

 

1U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of

the United States: Population (Washington, D. 0.,

1870); PP. 388-89.

2"Arr1val of migrants," Detroit Post, II, no.

99 (July 20,1867), 8.
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the war."1 The number of German-born was 16% of

the population of the city.

A school census taken in 1873, which asked

the nativity of the heads of families, showed the

following figures:2 United States-2,183, Germany-

3,846, France-258, Ireland-2,055, English and Scotch-

l,335, and other-1,235. This means that 35% of the

heads of families with school-age youngsters were

German-born. At this time there were 31,926 stu-

dents enrolled in the public schools,3 4,956 en-

rolled in private and church schools-~though proba-

bly only #,000 attended regularly--, and 15,268

children were not enrolled in any school.4 Con-

sidering that there were a number of second genera-

tion Germans as heads of families by 1873 who would

report their nativity as the United States, there

must have been a substantial number of Germans at-

tending the public schools.

In 1877 another study of the nativity of par-

ents was made for the school census. This time it

showed 4,504 German-born, 555 from France, 2,030

from Ireland, 1,280 from England and Scotland,

 

l"Immigrants," Detroit Free Press, XXXIX, no.

34 (September 19, 1873}, l.

2Thir§x;first Annual Report, loo. cit., p. 64.

31b1d. ’ D. 63‘

4Ibid., p. 61.
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3,373 born in the United States, and 1,285 born in

other countries,1 There were still 35% of the par-

ents born in Germany. The number born in the‘United

States increased from 20% to 26%, which may not have

been due to immigration but that more second genera-

tion foreigners were having families;

Because of the progressions involved, it is

exceedingly difficult for the foreign-born to main-

tain the same percentage of the population. As soon

as two children are born to a foreign-born couple,

they have increased the native-born population the

same number as the foreign-born population.

In the case of the Germans in this period,

the situation described above would increase the

percentage of native-born more than the percentage

of German-born; This partially explains the reason

that, in spite ofthe tremendous influx of foreign-

born after 1900, the percentage of foreign-born in

the population decreased. The distribution of these

German families was as follows: 1st ward-37, 2nd

ward-29, 3rd ward-138, 4th ward-321, 5th ward-81,

6th ward-327, 7th ward-628, 8th ward—119, 9th ward-

409, 10th ward-387, 11th ward-858, 12th-ward-l64,

1Detroit Board of Education, Report of thee

ggperintendentof Schools for 13 "Ibetroit: De-

roit Board 0 uca on, , p._86.
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13th ward—1,006.l

An article in the Detroit Free Press in 1874

credits the Germans with 35,000 inhabitants in the

city, or one-third of the entire population.2 In

1875 there was a total of seventy-three German

organizations in the city: twenty relief and aid

societies, eleven secret lodges, eight singing so-

cieties, seventeen miscellaneous organizations,

three Catholic churches, eleven Protestant churches,

and three Jewish congregations.3 By 1880 there were

17,292 German-born residents in the city and, of

course, untold others with strong German ties. In

1890 the number more than doubled to 35,481. This

is the largest number of foreign-born Germans listed

in the census reports for any year except 1910, when

many Polish people were included in the figures.

The 1910 figures when corrected were also less than

this number (see tables on pages 21 and 33)° In

1900 more than half the people of Detroit could list

at least half of their ancestors as German. In a

total population of 285,704 the United States census

listed 124,014 as German stock, that is, those with

 

1Ibid., p. 80.

2Detroit Free Press, XL, no. 101 (December 8:

1874), 1.

 

3"German Organizations in Detroit ” Detroit

Free Press, XL, no. 182 (March 14, 18755, 1.
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one or more parent born in Germany. This would be

43.5% of the population. But there were additional

thousands of children and adults whose grandparents

came from Germany prior to 1880 but whose own parents

were born here. The average German family of this

period was large. Even as late as 1925 the median

size of the German family was third highest, ranking

only behind the Polish and Syrians in Detroit._ At

that time the median German family contained 3.24

children.1

In 1895, again ignoring history, the Board of

Education purchased as a text Readings from the

Bible, Selected'for‘Schools.2 The mayor vetoed the

purchase, but to no avail, as the Board passed over

the veto. The community split again, and petitions

condemning and condoning the action were received in

great numbers by the Board. The Board refused to

reverse its decision, forcing the student to prove

that he believed in the same religious tenets as the

Board or be branded by his fellow students an atheist,

or any one of the other terms used for the non—con-

formist. Fortunately, then as now, the Constitution

protects the rights of the minority, and a German-

 

lDetroit Board of Education, The Detroit Educa—

tion Bulletin, Research Bulletin 9 (October, 1925},

p. 20. ,

2Moehlman, op. cit., pp. 153-54.
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American, Conrad Pfeiffer, brought suit against the,

Board. The Circuit Court decided in his favor. The

books were removed from the schools, and a later ma-

jority decision of the Michigan Supreme Court, re-

versing the Circuit Court, did not result in their

being returned.

Germany had developed trade and technical

schools as early as 1808,1 but had tried to keep

them secret, allowing no one to visit them. During

the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in 1904, German

industrial centers sent representatives to find out

to what extent the United States was educating

skilled artisans. They reported that Americans had

no adequate or comprehensive system of technical

education and that the Germans had nothing to fear

from American industrial competition. The National

Society for Industrial Education was formed in 1907

as a result of this report and a visit to Germany by

a group of teachers. This group influenced the pas-

sage of the Smith—Hughes Law in 1917, under which

Detroit's industrial and vocational training pro-

gram was begun. The James Law in Michigan, which

was a direct result of the Smith-Htghes Act, re-

quired the attendance eight hours a week at a con-

 

1"The Founding of Industrial and vocational

Training in Detroit," The Detroit Journal of Educa-

tion, II, no. 5 (June, 1922 , 53.
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tinuatien.89h°91 0f all shildren.wh°_ha¢ 99t.99mew__

pleted the tenth grade and were under seventeen years

Ofa’ge' . .. 4 _ . .

7 The Germans did not emigrate to Detroit in any”

great dumbers after.18902anddurins.world_wer I they

were n°t_able to enter the Unitedstates at all; .In

fact: the number comics in was not able.t° keep up“.

with the. death remand the total number or. forest?-

born Germans went down. For thatreason, their in;

fluence_upon the schools was not as greatas ithad

beenpreviously. TheGermans did not have as much”

difficulty with the English language as later groups

and had always been required to learn the language,

even in the church schools. The second generations

1ert the Gratiot Avenue settlements anddistributed

themselves throughout the city as befitted their.

tremendous numbers. many Germanelders still live.

outGratiotAvenue, especially near the citylimits

where they were finally pushed,and it is still pos—

sible topurchaseimportedGerman beer on tap at the

many taverns along this highway.

During the first World War the Germans were

the object of muchpersecutioneeand to a somewhat.

lesser extent during the second World Waras well.

many a German elementary student had to face the ,

viciously taunting cry of "Hun“ from his classmates,

and many a discerning German parent took his child
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outof the public schools and placed him in the “

church schools to avoid the persecution.‘ As an ex-

ample ofthe lengths to which this nativism went,

the followingresolution was introduced and passed

intheCityCouncil: "Resolved, that the Board of _

Education be and is hereby requested to consider the

dadvisability [sic] of changing the names of all'm 4

schools having names -.of Germanic. origin» and renaming

suchschools with namesthat are in keepingwith the

spirit of American ideals."1 Apparently the Council

awoke to the fact that they were committing politie

cal suicide in_a city where one-third of the people

had strongGerman ties, and in the next sessiona

reconsideration appeared: "The clerk notifiedthe_

chair that Ald. Auch hadfiled notice that he would

move to reconsider the vote by which a resolution

providing for changing names of city schoolshaving

Germanic origin (J. C. C. P. 1266) was adopted at

the last session. Ald. Dill withdrew the resolu-v

tion. The matter was then indefinitelypostponed."2

Followingthe first World War Germans began '

to reenter the city. _Between 1920 and 1930 the.

German—born population increased by approximately

 

  

 

 

 

(Detroit:

‘ 2Ibid., p. 1273.
”
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"4”599in 8101“in 8. high death rate emansfihe ea?-

lier andnow aging German populace. The total nume

ber of Germans entering the United States between.

1921 and 1930 was 412,202; According to an article

inthe DetroitSaturday'Night,l it was a different
 

German from the one who had come fifty years earlier.

No longer washe characterized by thehard visored

cap,Bismarkian mustache, and "meerschum" pipe. 'This

wasthe picture that most Americans had of the German,

thanks to the caricature by the cartoonist.) The V”__

KatzenJammerKids, an exceedingly popular comic strip,

helped to perpetuate the vorstellung, or mental image.

During the twenties the German arrived speaking Eng-

lish which he had learned in the schools of his nae

tive land. Eyen if he had not learned it previously,

he was quick to take advantage of thenight schools

to learn the new language. The war drew the two cul-

tures together, as is so often the case. The hair;

cuts seen on American campuses at that time were

thoseof the German student, andthe custom of going

bareeheaded originated at the University of Berlin.

Sauerkraut, and also the frankfurter, are now more

Americanthan German. Germans nolonger settled as

- . 4 .

in the past-~HeSsen next to Hessen, Prussian next to

 

'lCharles D. Cameron, "Detroit's New German In-

vaSion,“ Detroit Saturday Night (January 29, 1927),

8905 2,.2. ,
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Prussian-~but spread out into all sections of the

community. Though still retaining their interest

in music, they showed a keen appreciation for Ameri-

can sports-—so much so that a sports section was

introduced into the dignified Abend~Post, which

would have been unheard of a few years earlier.

They had acquired a knowledge of the technical terms

of American sports from their own newspapers in Ger—

many which followed American sports avidly. The new

German apparently did not present the problem of

assimilation of his progenitor or fellow immigrant.

There was also a revival of German societies

in Detroit. During the war and shortly afterwards,

most German organizations had found it necessary to

disband or become secret. This was true all over

the United States. There were 537 German language

publications in the United States in 1914, but by

1920 only 278 remained.1 In 1927 a $750,000 Das

Deutshes Haus was opened in Detroit on Mack Avenue.2

It was a three-story building which housed forty-two

of the German organizations in the city and had room

for the other ninety social, benevolent, choral, gym-

nastic, and thinking German clubs (discussion groups)

 

lHuebner, op. cit., p. 154.

2"Doors of 750,000 Hemes 0 ening to For etwo

German Societies," Detroit News April 3, 1927 ,

Metropolitan Section, .
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in the city. This had been quite an undertaking in

a short period of time, as it was not until 1923 that

the old German societies had dared to meet again.1

As early as 1920 the German foreign-born were

well-distributed throughout the city. There were

ninety-seven elementary schools with ten or more

children whose fathers had been born in Germany.

Only six schools had more than 100 children, with

Marxhausen leading with only 132 children of German

stock. Compare this with the 596 Hungarian children

at McMillan, 446 Italian children at Russell, 712

Polish children at Carpenter, and 853 Russians at

Garfield, and the lack of concentration is more

apparent.3 The concentration of Germans that did

appear were cast of Mt. Elliott and generally north

of Mack Avenue. There were also scattered concen-

trations on the west side, mostly near the Clippert

School, which had 114 children of German parentage.

0f ten high schools, children whose parents were

born in the United States were in greatest numbers

in each case. The number of children whose fathers

were born in Germany was second largest at Nerdstrum

1Ibid.

2Detroit Board of Education, "Age, Grade and

Nationality Survey," Detroit Educational Bulletin,

December, 1920, p. 20.

3;§;§.. pp. 20-21.
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and‘Western High, third largest at Cass, Eastern,

Northeastern, Southeastern and Wilkins High, and

fourth largest at Northwestern. Only at Nerthern

and Central did they fail to rank among the top

four.1 In 1921 children whose fathers were born in

Germany were over 100 strong in six high schools:

Eastern-190, Western-131, Nbrtheastern-177, South-

eastern-157, Southwestern-107, and Nbrthwestern-

132. These statistics are summarized in the appen-

dix. ,

The United States depression and the rise to

power of Hitler kept the Germans from entering the

city in great numbers after 1930. A number of Ger-

man Jews did enter the city in the latter part of

the thirties and early 1940!s to escape persecution.

During the second World War, immigration from Germany

practically stopped. After the war the Germans en-

tered the city again, but not in such great numbers

as to have had a strong effect upon the schools.

The 1960 census listed 17,754 foreign-born in

the city whose mother tongue was German.2 Mest of

this group belong in the category of senior citizens,

whose main influence upon the schools was in cone

 

11bid., p. 18.

2U. 8., Bureau of the Census, United States

Census of Population: 1960 General, Social and”

Economic Characteristics: Michigan (U. S. Depart-

ment of Commerce, 1961), p. 281. -
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Junction with other senior citizens on limited budg-

et, who found it difficult to vote additional taxes

for millage and bond issues.

After the turn of the century the story of

immigration and its influence upon the schools be-

longs more to other ethnic groups than the Germans

and will be discussed further in later chapters.

 



CHAPTER IV

POLISH

Poles have played a prominent part in the ‘

history of the United States from its earliest days.‘

There is some evidence that they were with Sir Walter

Raleigh when he disembarked at Roanoke, North Carolina,

in 1585.1 As Poles were the foremost specialists in

the production of pitch and had a monopoly from

which Britain wished to free herself, she induced _

Polish pitch specialists to settle in the New World.2

They were with Captain John Smith in Jamestown and

had been allotted a tract of land about a mile from

the fort where, along with manufacturing pitch, they

cut down trees for wood manufactures and built a

glass furnace producing a full line of glassware.

These Polish people were so important economically

to the community and the London Company that in

1619, when the House of Burgesses convened for the

first time without the Poles being allowed to vote,

they quickly gained that right by refusing to work.

 

1Joseph A. Wytrwal, America's Polish Herit e

(Detroit: Endurance Press, 1961}, p. 21.

2Ibid.
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The first strike in America's history was for equal

rights, not economic gains, and the Poles were en—

franchised and won equal freedom with the British

settlers.l

Though they did not come in colonies, indi-

vidual Poles continued to contribute unique talents

to early America. Polish names are to be found;

among many of the early colonists. They also con-

tributed their part to education. Dr. Alexander

Karol Kurczewski (Curtius) was appointed to the

position of teacher in the New Amsterdam community

in 1659. He founded a Latin school which was one

of the oldest institutions of its kind in the United

States.

Poland's leaders were involved in many insur-

rections during the nineteenth century, always at-

tempting to revive Polish freedom, primarily from

Russia. Considering the number of Poles who had to

leave their country for political reasons, not many

of them reached the shores of the New World. Most

of them were intensely involved in the future of

Poland and did not wish to stray far from the borders

of their beloved country. From l820 to 1850 inclu-

sive the United States census lists only 495 persons

of Polish descent entering the United States, which

 

Ibid., pp. 22-23.
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is less than an average of sixteen per year.1 Of

this number, 329 came between 1834 and 1839,2 most

of whom were Polish nobility who had to leave Rus-

sian Poland after the 1830 rebellion. They first

found haven in Austria, but, as they were destitute

and embarrassing to the Austrian government, they

were provided with two frigates to transport them

to the United States.3 Sympathy for the Polish

cause was high in the United States at the time,

and in 1835 the "Polish National Committee in the

United States" was formed by prominent Americans.

This committee influenced Congress to vote the

destitute arrivals 22,040 acres of land near Rock

River, Illinois.4

The early mass immigration of Poles to the

United States was mostly from German Poland. Bis-

marck was more interested in Polish land than in

its peoples and put no restrictions on their emi-

gration. As every Polish youth was obligated to

serve four years in the German army under the ex~

cessive discipline of haughty young upper-class

 

1U. 3., Bureau of the Census, Historical Sta-

tistics of the United States Colonial Times to 1

(Washington: 1965), p. 57.

21bid.

3Wytrwa1, op. cit., p. #9.

“Ibid.
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Prussian officers, many of the young Poles escaped.

to friendlier climes. various state governments in

the United States had been recruiting in Germany for

years, and, as this supply of labor dwindled, it was

only natural for the recruitment to extend into Ger-

man Poland. The harshness of the German rule de- ‘

creased under Caprivi who replaced Bismarck in 1891.

Also, the industrialization of Germany allowed the

surplus labor population to be absorbed by Germany

herself, and emigration to the United States was _

slowed considerably. The peak years of immigration

from German Poland were 1880-1893. Immigration

never exceeded 8,000 a year after this time.1

The ships had to be filled somewhere, and the

captains turned to Russian Poland. Between 1890-

1892 approximately 70,000 peasants arrived in the

United States from Russian Poland.2 After unloading

their cargo from newly industrialized America in

Europe, the captains found it difficult to find

cargo that would bring a price in the New World.

Human cargo was extremely profitable as it could

load and unload itself, required no insurance, and

could withstand a good deal of abuse. The captains,

therefore, used every means possible to induce this

 

lIbid., p. 129.

2Ibid., p. 130.
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profitable cargo to head for America. Pictures of

transatlantic liners appeared in the most remote

village stores, and representatives of shipping

companies spread false and irresponsible stories of

Job and wealth opportunities in the New World.

Of course the Polish emigration was caused by

a number of factors other than the salesmanship of

the ship captains. The receptivity of the Polish

people to the sales campaign was a result of an

overflowing population, lack of soil productivity,

primitive methods of agriculture, low wages, insuf-

ficient industrial development, high taxation and

foreign oppression.1 All of these factors contrib-

uted to the first wave of immigrants from each of

the divided parts of Poland. Later groups were

influenced to leave their family ties by the vast

number of letters sent home by the early immigrants.

These letters, with their glowing and sometimes

exaggerated accounts of life in America, found their

way into the local press where they had the maximum

effect on the dissatisfied elements of the old soci-

ety.2

Immigration from Austrian Poland also gained

 

1Ibid., p. 1480

2Thomas and Znaniecki in a classic study of

the Polish immigrant placed much emphasis on the con-

tent of the exchange of letters between the Old World

and the New in the development of their work.



  



mementm at the turn at the century, and some

Poles left Austrian Poland from 1899 to l9l@, with

60,675 coming in l910.1 A, M w _

The Polish peasants entering the country at L

this time werepoorly educated, and most'had little

sense of thePolishness thatthey gained later as a

means of solidification in thiscountry.rmanycon-

sideredthemselves Russian, German, or Austrian,

according to the section of Poland fromwhich they

had come. To better understand the intensityof‘

their Polish identification in this country, it is

necessaryto understand the nationalisticmovement

of the Polish elite. It was their influence which

solidified the PolishPAmericans behind their cause

of a free Poland.

The provincialism of the Polish peasants was

so extreme that men living but a few miles away

differed in dialect and dress. They were tied com-

pletely to their own village circle and the stabi-

lizing influence of the shadow of the church tower.

This was the only life they knew, and all outside

were strangers.

Lacking skill in reading or writing even

their own language, coming to a new nation with a

complex foreign language, these Polish peasants

 

1Wytrwal, op. cit., p. 139.
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were completely bewildered by their surroundings.

Even the church was foreign and they did not feel

at home in the American Catholic churches. To fill

the void, mutual aid societies and political clubs

were established. These in turn adopted the goal of

establishing Polishparishes in the image of those

they had known in the old country. With the estabe

lishment of Polish churches, the Polish peasants

established their own Polish societies, isolated as

much as possible from the bitter effects of contact

with the hostile strangers of the new country. The

priests who had emigrated to America became their

confessors, teachers, counselors, social directors,

almsgivers, and political leaders. Their power was

immense and they warned the parishioners of suc-

cumbing to anything non-Polish in the new environ-

ment. The priests preached that to be a true Pole

it was necessary to be faithful to the religion

and country of your birth.

Polish schools were established where the young

people could be trained in the traditional faith and

Polish language. In Detroit the increasing Polish

population tired of attending the German Catholic

church. After quarrelling with the Germans about the

establishment of a new church, the Poles decided to

build their own church. The Germans had wanted the

pews of the Poles to be segregated from theirs, which
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the Poles felt was an affront to their dignity.

The Poles had been thinking about building

their own church in Detroit since 1860;1 The first

Poles had come to the city almost as earlyas the

Germans,2 but were few in number and contented them-

selves in the French St. Anne's Church and later in

the German St. Mary's Church. Polish names appear

in the registers of baptisms at St. Anne's as early

3 Theas 1808, 1817, 1820, 1823, 183#, and 1837.

city directory for Detroit lists two Polish Protes-

tants in the city in 1853-5fl.h They were probably

from East Prussia, as many Polish Protestants called

Prussian Mazurians settled in this area, particularly

in Wisconsin, at an earlydate.5

No official record of Polish Catholics in the

city is listed until 1870 when the United States cen-

sus lists 285 Polish people in the city of Detroit.6

1Benjamin C. Stanczyk (ed.), Poles in Mich' an

Detfioit: The Poles in Michigan Associated, 1955;, T,

p. 5. . ,7 .

 

2The earliest Poles on record in Detroit were

Frances and Genevieve Godek who were married in St.

Anne’s Church in 1762. Both were born in Poland.

(Ray Courage, "Poles Build Freedom Way to Detroit,"

Detroit Free Press (September 16, 1957), l and 23..

3Stanczyk, op. cit., p. 26.

uDetroit Citygyirectory for 1853-1854, 100. cit.

5Stanczyk, 02.01‘be, p. 26.

6U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of

the United States} 'ngulation, p. 388.
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Unofficial records seem to indicate at least 300

families of Polish descent in the city by that

time.1 At least there were enough of them that

 they received permission from Bishop Borgess to

build a Polish Catholic church. Fr. Wieczorek was

the first priest to head the new church called St.

Albertus. Bishop Borgess removed him June 7, 1873,

for his part in attempting to build a school con-

trary to the orders of this German-American bishop.2

The school was built anyway and opened in 1873 with

secular teachers. The St. Albertus parish school

continued to employ lay teachers until December 17,

1879, when the Felician sisters arrived to continue

the work. The sisters also took charge of the west

side St. Casimir School on June 1, 1883.3

Nationalism was not a characteristic of the

Polish peasants, but a unique transference occurred

in America. As the Polish peasants became more

Americanized, they became more conscious of their

Polish heritage. They developed a keen apprecia-

tion for Polandls past through the churches, schools,

organizations and press. In particular, the Polish

Roman Catholic Union did much to promulgate Poland’s

 

lStanczyk, opé'cit., p. 44.

2Ibid., p. 47.

31bid., p. 71.
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past. Though many Poles continued till their last

day to think 0f themselves in terms of the village

they came from or as Germans, Austrians or Russians,

 
many others heededthe advice of the Polish National

Alliance Convention of 1397, urging them to always \

refer to themselves simply as Poles, otherwise giv-

ingapproval unknowingly to the dismemberment of

Poland. This tendency on the part of the Polish

peasant torefer to himself according to the domi-

natingcountry is one of the reasonsit is diffi-'

cult to get accurate figures from census reports on

the number of Poles. . _

The rudiments were there for the establish-

ment of islands of Poland within this country. The

Polish peasant was intensely Catholic and settled

within the sound of the church bells.‘ He had a

cause, the emancipation of Poland, which did not.

conflict with American ideals as loyalty to a for-_

eign crown would. He was uneducated even in his own

language, and the English language "twisted his.

tongue so much he thought it would break." He was

bewilderedand confused by the dress and culture of

his new home. Is it any wonder that he sought the

sanctity of whatever semblance of familiarity he

could find in the Polish settlements?

An early newspaper article describes the thriv-
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ing Polish community inDetroit in 1885.1 Accord-

ing to this article, there were fully 14,000 Polish

people in Detroit at that time, which contrasts

 sharply with the 1,771 and 5,351 listed in the‘Unit-

ed States census reports for 1880 and 1890 respec-

tively; Obviously, of the 12,647 Prussians listed

in census reports as living in Detroit in 1870, a

goodly number must have been Polish. , f 7_y .

The article seems to have been well-researched,

though its sub-titles bordered on sensational Jour-

nalism. The following sub-titles followed thelead

title "Polish Quarter": Characteristics of the

People Who made Things Rather Lively Last Week; _

Gatherinwaood and Garbage; The Shanties Thewaive

Ins-Hogs and Geese in the Back Yards. "Polacktown,"

as noted from this article, "is a part or the city '

peculiar to itself-~rather representing a citywith;

in a city. It is scattered over that section of

Detroit north of Gratiot avenue, east of Beaubien

street, and then extending north and northeast to

the city limits. But many of these peopleare

found to quite an extent in the eastern part of the

city south of Gratiot avenue, and very largelyv

towards the western limits of the city, both north

and south of Michigan avenue, even down into the

 

1"Polish Quarter," Detroit Tribune (December 6,

1885), 1. . ,
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Springwells." The article notes that the houses

were often close together with large sections with-

out any other nationality group occupying homes

between those of the Poles. The article tends to

stereotype the Poles with sweeping generalizations,

such as: "The children of the different families

play in a promiscuous heap upon the bare wood floor,

or often on the bare ground, some of these houses

being devoid of any flooring. Dogs are the compan-

ions of the children and these animals and their

little masters roll in common equality in dirt and

filth." The article further states: "Their food

consists principally of soup, cheap meats and black

breads. Yet this diet does not operate against

their health. They all possess strong frames, are

healthy and hardy, and make good laborers.” In

writing about the Polish women he states: '"The

women bear the burden of life with a show of physi-

cal strength and untiring power that equals that of

the men. Possessed of short, robust physiques, they

are capable of exertions which indicate a power that,

while perhaps not poetical, might to a certain degree

be added to the possession of the generally frail and

delicate American women." And——doesn't this sound

familiar?-~: "These people are very clannish. They

are not quarrelsome or troublesome, but when aroused

are, especially in disturbances among themselves, apt
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to use knives, the style of which is long and thin

and makes a very dangerousweapon."é . n ‘

The Polish Roman Catholic Union, established

in Detroit in 1873, and the Polish National Alli-3

ance, established in Chicago in 1888, are fraternal

organizations whichhave had a deep and lasting in-

fluence in Polish communities. 0f the two groups,  
the latter hasprobably contributed the most to the

Polish immigrant's feeling of nationalism,_bot_h~

Polishand American, whiletheformer has centered

its activities in retaining the sense of Catholi-_

cism among the Poles. This is necessarily an over-

 simplification, asboth groups contributed in both

areaswith resulting influence on the solidifica-

tion of Polishcommunities. Both groups were also

intensely interested in education and did much to

promote a sense of its importance among a people

who had had little opportunity to appreciate its

value culturally or economically.

Until the turn of the century what little .

education the Polish immigrant had received was in

the parish school or in classes in the English lan-

guage for adults held at the same place. Father

J. J.Dombrowski started the mother house of the

teaching order of the Felician sisters, and they

started teaching at the St. Albertus parish school
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December17,1879.l From the opening of the school

in 1873 until 1879 lay teachers had beenemployed.

At the request of Bishop Borgess the sisters also

took charge °f_$t° Casimir School on the west side

on June 1, 1883. f 7 f

The Polish press, which was to have tremene

dous influence on the Polish community and its fa;

vorable attitude toward education, haddifficulty'

getting started.2 The Poles did not bring any Jour-

nalistic traditionwith them and usually had done

their readingin bookstores in Poland. Before a

newspaper could be successful, it was necessary to

wait until the Polish population was well enough‘

acquainted with American ways to accept this means

of communication. Many attempts were made to es;

tablish weeklies and dailies patterned after the‘

highly successful German-American press,but there

was no widespread circulation until after 1900.

Perhaps a few of the Polish children attended

the public schools, but there is little evidence.

to establish their presence. In the annual report

of the Board of Education for l90A, there is no

mention of the Poles' having ever attended the eve-

lStanczyk,.op.cit., p. 71.

2Charles D. Cameron, "Detroit's FereigneLan-

guage Press," Detroit Saturday Night (Mhrch 6,

192 ), 10. *
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ning schools, whereas immigrants from fourteen f

other countries are listed. Perhaps they were in-

cluded in the Russian and German figures. Three

years later, in the school year 1906-1907, they

made up 33% of all the foreign-born attending the

evening school in that year.1 There were 198

Polish adults and 45 minors attending at that time.

From that date on, the Polish attendance in the

evening schools was remarkable. Chapter two and

the appendix give an accurate description of this

onslaught on the public school's evening program.

At the turn of the century Detroit was begin—

ning to flex its industrial muscle and the Poles

were able to find employment in the unskilled labor

force. The Poles replaced the Germans in the ditch-

es, laying sewer and water lines. They quickly

gained a reputation as hard and reliable workers

and were sought out by the rapidly rising indus-

tries. They were employed by the foundries, rail-

road car shops, and thriving stove works. ‘With the

rise of the auto industry, they became the solid

core of workers for that industry. In the Polish

tradition of all contributing to the family welfare,

the women, too, went to work taking employment in

hotels and restaurants, serving as maids and domes—

 

1("Above, p. 43.”)
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tic servants. They also rolled tobacco in the

cigar factories, ran sewing machines and punch

presses in the auto industry.1

In 1903 Mayor Newberry estimated the Polish

population as ”upwards of 50,000." His estimate

might have been politically motivated, as all eth-

nic groups have a tendency to exaggerate their

numbers. In 1909—1910 the estimated number of

Poles was between 90,000 and 120,000, and in 1914,

between 110,000 and 120,000. Poles were flocking

into the city, not only from Poland but from other

earlier settlements in the United States.2 The

Mecca of the Polish society in Detroit was soon to

develop, not in Detroit but in a community which

was to become known simply as "The Suburb".

Hamtramck.--In 1910 Hamtramck was a sleepy

little village three miles north of Grand Circus

Park, which is in the heart of Detroit. Its popu-

lation of 3,559 consisted mostly of German farmers

along with some people of Irish stock. Paddy

 

 

lCourage, loc. cit.

2Sister Mary Remigia Na olska, The Polish

Immigrant in Detroit to 1914 Chicago: Polish

Roman Catholic Union of America, 1946), p. 30.
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McGrawls Saloon, and others like it, had already

gained for the village a reputation as an excel-

lent place to deviate from the path of virtue.1

The iniquities of gambling, drinking and harlotry

were already giving Detroit officials an opportunity

to engage in frequent private investigations to see

if everything that was said about Hamtramck was true.

As the profits increased through the years, the vice

interests gained considerably in their ability to

convince these visiting officials that life had more

vigor when eyes were closed;

The lodge brothers, who furnished automobile

parts, established a new plant in Hamtramck in 1910

which was destined to play a largepart in the es~

tablishment of one of the most exciting and interest-

ing cities in the history of our country. In 191#

the Dodge brothers turned from the manufacture of

parts to the manufacture of the Dodge motor car and

were so successful that by 1917 they were employing

15,000 men and women in their Hamtramck plant.2 The

Polish people streamed into the village from other

parts of Detroit, notably from the nearby settlement

on Chane Street. As Hamtramck became increasingly

Polish, Poles from all over the United States turned

 

lArthur Evans Wood, HamtramchLAThen and Now

(New Ybrk: Bookman Associates, 1955), p. H7.

A

zBurton, op;'cit., p. 583.
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toward Hamtramck as a second homeland. Between

1910 and 1920, the village increased 1266% to a

population of 48,615 from 3.559.1

In 1922 when the village became incorporated

as a city, the Polish element dominated the city

and its offices. The Polish peasant has a saying

that "to be an official always ought to mean both

honor and profit." This crass expression of philos-

ophy explains much, as Poles took over offices in

the city. The vice lords were quick with the dollar

where it counted most, and, as the people expected

officials to make a profit and still to be revered,

corrupt politicians were successful even when on

more than one occasion they campaigned from Jail:

Fortunately, the first Board of Education

elected after the new city charter in 1922 was made

up of professional and business men, all of Polish

descent, who were responsible and dedicated to the

task of providing the best education possible.

They tried to avoid involving the school system in

the political conspiracies that permeated the Ham-

tramck atmosphere. They were aided tremendously in

their dedication by the fortunate selection of an

outstanding superintendent. The school board had

asked for and used the advice of neighboring super-

 

1U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Census of Popu-

lation: '1960r Michigan, I, Part 2#, l2.
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intendents in their selection.

Maurice R. Keyworth "was a tall, lanky mid—

westerner with fifteen years' experience in Michi-

gan schools. He took his doctorate in education at

the University of Michigan, specializing in school

administration under the late Professor Arthur B.

Mbehlman. He was an aggressive, ambitious man,

with a strong dash of idealism, and plenty of cour-

age for the support of his convictions. It is per-

haps not too much to say that he was one of the most

dynamic and efficient school administrators produced

in Michigan within the past generation. It was,

therefore, of great interest to see what he would

do in the melding of the school system in that

swelling maelstrom of politics, industrialism, and

foreign traditions of the community called Ham-

tramck."1

Under Keyworth's predecessor, Ellis vanDe-

venter--who served as apperintendent from 1903 to

1923--, the school system had grown from 300 to

15,000, and the number of teachers, from 5 to 190.

The buildings increased from one eight-room struc-

ture to six larger ones, one of which was the high

school built in 1914. The high school was built

because Detroit had raised the tuition cost to $120

 

IWOOd’ 020 Cite, p. 116.
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which the board had to pay for each student it sent

there. Detroit claimed that this was still only a

fraction of what it cost to educate Hamtramck's

youth, and there was fear that rates would continue

to rise. The school opened in September, 1916, with

sixteen pupils enrolled. The first graduating class

in 1919 contained three girls.1

Under KeyWorth the school system developed an

enviable record and gained recognition countrywide

for its progressive patterns. ‘Keyworth was a prag-

matist thoroughly schooled in the ideals of John

Dewey. What is truly remarkable is that he was able

to put into practice the principles of Dewey in a

foreign community where the father's word was law

and no deviation from the authoritarian structure

was permitted in the home. But Keyworth had done

his homework and knew his community well. In spite

of--and possibly because of--the authoritarian na-

ture of the home, the Pole is fiercely independent

and individualistic in his dealings with outsiders.

he expects to rule or be ruled. Keyworth ruled.

The Pole in Hamtramck had also developed a tremen-

dous respect for education, and the teacher was a

parent surrogate unimpeachable by the mere word of

 
 

 

1"Three Graduate First Class at Hamtramck

Hi h " Hamtramck Citizen, 16th year, no. 1 (Sept. 8,
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a child. To speak disrespectfully about a teacher

in the home would result in the same punishment as

speaking disrespectfully about a parent. (The school

system was thus isolated from community criticism by

a revered superintendent and blind respect for edu-

cation, and so, unopposed, the ideas of John Dewey

had free reign. The students were taught to ques-

tion all authorities and to tolerate the unstruc-

tured ways of democracy. The students were aided in

governing the classroom by the inspired help of Key—

worth's hand-picked staff. Everywhere the busy hum

of activity was to be heard.

In 1926 the Hamtramck Board of Education ap-

proved a Public School Code developed by Dr. Keyworth

as the subject of his doctoral dissertation. In part

the code states:

"The purpose of public education in

Hamtramck shall be to develop individuals

who can live successfully in a democracy.

Successful living means that (1) they must

be able to see the problems in their own

lives, and in the social life; (2) they

must be able to sebve these problems suc-

cessfully; and (3) they must will to take

the necessary steps to achieve the solu—

tion. An analysis of successful living

shows that there are six major fields of

problems. These are: (1) health; (2)

ethical character; (3) citizenship;

(h) vocational activity; (5) home member-

ship; and (6) recreation. In each of

these fields it shall be the policy to

make the child acquainted with the present

day problems, with a knowledge of the

achievement and methods of solution de-

veloped by man in the past, and with the

needs and possibilities of the future.
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The methods used to achieve these objec—

tives shall be those which will develop

in the child (1) the ideals of worthy

individual and social purposes; (2) powers

of self-direction, self-appraisal, and

sElf-control; and (3) the desire and

ability to work cooperatively with'others

in the solution of social problems."

Other parts of the code were not so liberal, but

in keeping with the pragmatic philosophy of adopt-

ing what will work. All power was vested in the

superintendent, with a definite line of authority

from the top to the bottom. The superintendent had

all power of appointment and removal of the entire

staff. NOne of the instructional staff were to be

removed except for reasons of inefficiency.

The Hamtramck Schools inaugurated an exten-

sive.health program. Before entering the schools,

the children were invited to a clinic to check for

health defects that might interfere with their

schoolwork. After entering school, annual medical

checkups were performed on all children. Health

education was provided in all grades, with the chil-

dren being instructed in food nutrition and per~

sonal hygiene.

A forward—looking vocational program in the

Junior and senior high schools provided this indus-

 

lHamtramck Board of Education, The Public School

Code (Hamtramck, Michigan, 1928), p. l .
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trial community with skilled workers who had no

difficulty finding employment even during the de-

pression° The vocational program was extended into

‘the evening schools for those youngsters who found

it necessary to leave school early.

The evening schools consisted of five divi-

sions: Americanization, Citizenship, Academic,

Vecational, and Commercial. The objectives of

this program were to provide citizenship training

for aliens in order to help them secure their natu-

ralization papers, to remove illiteracy and to

teach English to the foreigners, and to help them

make vocational changes through training in new

forms of work. The evening schools were well-at-

tended, as evidenced by the fact that in the six-

teen years between 1923 and 1939 49,059 had at—

tended, for an average of more than 3,000 per year.1

In spite of the fine work of the evening

schools in teaching English to the foreigners, the

cultural heritage of speaking Polish in the home

actually increased in Hamtramck° In 1927 the Ham-

tramck school census records that, in Polish fami-

lies with fathers born in Poland, 47.7% of them

spoke Polish only in the home, while 50.9% spoke

 

1John M. Carmody, Cosmo olitan Education and

Histor of Hamtramck Hi h School (Detroit: Inland

Press, 1930}, p. 19.
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Polish and English at home. Only 1.3% reported

speaking English only. The school census of 1945

records 49.3% of the Polish families spoke Polish

only in their homes, with 50.7% speaking both Po-

lish and English.1 None recorded the use of Eng-

lish only in the home. This is a remarkable vic-

tory for the tenacity of the Polish language, but

not unexpected. Hamtramck had a reputation as the

center of Polishness in the United States and was

so reported in letters to the people in Poland

that most new immigrants were surprised to find

it so small, many of them thinking of it as a

large city, with Detroit as its suburb. After

living in Hamtramck for a year Mrs. Pietras, who

had been born and raised in Russian Poland, moved  
out because of the little opportunity to learn

about American ways or to speak English.2 Her

 who wanted the security of familiar surroundings.

This pattern probably repeated itself many times

so that those Poles most desirous of becoming

Americanized moved out and those who preferred Po-

lish heritage exclusively moved in.

 

1Wood, op. cit., p. 36.

2Interview with Mrs. Ignacy Pietras, October

place was undoubtedly filled by a newer immigrant

19, 1964.
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Dr. Keyworth was killed in an automobile ac-

cident on June 22, 1935, shortly after being elected

to the office of State Superintendent of Public

Schools. M. A. Kopka, assistant superintendent un-

der Keyworth, was then appointed superintendent.

With the departure of their esteemed leader, the

axiom of rule or be ruled prevailed in relation-

ships between the superintendent and the board.

They ruled.

Unfortunately, at this time the board suf-

fered from an influx of people with no experience

in education, having had very little themselves.

Much competition for Jobs on the school board was

shown when it became rumored that lucrative oppor-

tunities were available for board members. The

school system had always been a source of pride to

the community and had never been tainted with the

sordid reputation of other political bodies in the

community. Though Hamtramck had always been the

butt of Jokes and notorious headlines in the Detroit

papers, the schools had received none of those head-

lines.

This condition changed greatly, as a perusal

of newspaper headlines in the Burton Historical Li-

brary collection on Hamtramck reveals. In the pe-

riod from 1940 to l9#9 there are virtually hundreds

of articles recording the demise and failures of
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the school board and the decline of the school

system.

Newspaper articles are not always the best

source of historical data, especially when litiga-

tion is involved. They are apt to print evidence

of guilt which would not be accepted in a court of

law. The peOple of Hamtramck objected strongly to

the papers' account of events that follow. It is

their opinion, as it is of most Americans, that a

man is innocent until proved guilty in a court of

law, and trial by newspaper is not a fair means of

conviction. But are a city and its elected offi-

cials entitled to the same rules of Justice? Or is

it the responsibility of the citizens of a community

to elect public officials whose integrity would be

unquestioned? Some Polish citizens of Detroit and

Hamtramck want the Detroit papers to print only

that the alleys of Hamtramck are better lighted and

cleaner than the streets of Detroit. It is time

that they accepted that that is not the way of news-

papers in a free society. The Polish people in the

United States have been subjected to a great deal

of prejudice, but, through their tremendous accom-

plishments and the process of assimilation, that

prejudice is fast fading. It is time that they ac-

cept Hamtramck's past with a degree of humor and a

realization that the main cause of conflict was a
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value system that differed from the American ideal.

Those who came over on the mayflower do not live

up to that ideal either, but they are seldom chas-

tised for it. Minority groups are often the re-

cipients of unfair criticism, but, as NOrman.Fe1ton,

executive producer at M. G. M., said, "We would be

untrue to life if we gave in to each group’s desire

for a good image."1

M. A. Kopka had difficulty with the board

from the start, but conflict reached a climax in

1940 when he found it necessary to call in Dr.

Elliott, State Superintendent. Ostensibly, the

dispute was over the dismissal of employees with-

out consulting the superintendent, which was in

conflict with the Hamtramck Public School Code.

Elliott notified the board that he would withhold

all state school-aid funds until the dispute was

settled. At the August 5, 1940, session of the

board, formal notice was served that at the next

formal meeting of the board, set for August 19, a

resolution would be offered to discard the code.2

This code, known as the Keyworth Code, had been

accepted as a model by school administrators in

other cities in Michigan. In the same year the

 

1Detroit Free Press, November 29, 1964, p. 32D.
 

2"Elliott is Called in School Row," Detroit

Free Press, August 7, 1940, p. 11.
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North Central Association threatened the school

system with loss of accreditation. Its contention

was that salaries and student-teacher ratios were

not meeting their standards.

Part of the difficulty seemed to arise from

an overstaffed school system, but, if that was the

case, it should have affected the student-teacher

ratio favorably. The enrollment did fall from

12,254 in 1932 to 7,073 in 1940. The decline con-

tinued to 5,998 in 1941 and 4,815 in 1944.1 In

July of 1941 the board ordered Kopka to fire forty-

one of its sixty-eight married teachers.2 The

board then ordered a clause written into future con-

tracts with teachers, stating that marriage for wo-

men at any time meant immediate dismissal. At the

meeting with approximately fifty Hamtramck teachers

sitting in protest, Miss Frances Comfort, spokesman

for the Wayne County Federation of Teachers, charged

the action was outright discrimination. She also

claimed that it was "part of a scheme of Hamtramck

politicians to put their friends into teaching po-

sitions at the expense of the older and more expe-

rienced teachers." She told them, "You could econo-

mize better by firing some of your maintenance men.

 

 

 

1Wood, op. cit., p. 128.

2"Hamtramck School Board Fires 41 Married

Teachers," Detroit Free Press, July 16, 1941, p. l.
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You're painting and cleaning and polishing and re-

moving perfectly good floors and doing other jobs

just to give out jobs. My figures show that approxi-

mately 47% of the school budget is spent for mainter

nance. In a well-regulated school system it should

not be more than 3%." "maybe we should bore you t0

' commented Sadlowski, a beer par-run our schools,‘

lor operator, amid the laughter of other board mem-

bers. Sadlowski, who was president of the board,

made the papers again a month later when he was in-

dicted by a jury for accepting $1,200 in bribes in

connection with the placing of parking meters on

the suburb's streets.l He was convicted of the

charge.

At this same meeting in July, the board voted

to remove C. J. Reid, recreational director, to

another job within the school system. He was re—

placed by Walter Roxey, a professional wrestler,

"who teaches school between bouts."2 The reason

given for the move was that Roxey was a Hamtramck

youth. It was further pointed out that, as far as

possible, teachers and others employed by the board

of education would be selected in the future from

Hamtramck residents.

 

1"Jury Indicts 2 Officials in Hamtramck,"

Detroit.Free Press, August 19, 1941, p. 1.

2Detroit Free Press, July 16, 1941, p. 1.
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Roxey got into the spirit of things. In 1946

the board asked for a full report from him after

charges were made by a group of World War II veter-

ans that Roxey had pocketed $20,000 collected as

fees for the use of the city‘s school recreational

facilities.1 It is quite difficult to get people

connected with Hamtramck to discuss the wrong-do-

ings in their fair city. In answer to a question

about Roxey, the principal of Copernicus Junior High

School defended him in this way, "Iive known Wally--

Wally always has been a kind of a rough gent. Sure,

there's been a lot of things he’s been doing, such

as working at the race track, you know, starting at

2 o'clock. But you've got to give the man credit

because when they put on his desk twenty calls to

make he would make those twenty calls before two

oiclock and there would be an answer. In the five

years that I was an assistant I have yet for that

man to give me an unkind word."2

Circuit Judge Guy A. Miller signed a tempo-

 
 

l"Board Asks Roxey Report,"Detroit News,

September 25, 1946, p. 2. .

2Interview with mr. Ted Jackson (Jackimowicz),

principal Copernicus Junior High School, Hamtramck,

November 28, 1964. Mr. Jackson has been connected

with Hamtramck public schools most of his life as

either a student, teacher or administrator. He was

president of his senior class at Hamtramck High, has

been a leader of his fellow teachers and isfa re-

spected administrator.
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rary order restraining the school board from dis-

charging forty-four married women school teachers

in August of 1941.1 It stated that the dismissals

violate the Hamtramck School Code which provides

that "marriage of teachers shall not be considered

a disqualification for future service." The board

authorized Superintendent M. A. Kopka to offer new

contracts to the entire staff of 260 teachers ex-

cept those who resigned voluntarily.2

The board was back in the news the following

summer when it was disclosed that Peter Marzeciak,

a member of the school board, had purchased an

$1,800 fence from the board for $17.50.3 He also

admitted under questioning that he had hired school

board maintenance men to work on his home, but that

seemed to be common practice, as it also was re-

vealed that Vincent Sadlowski had used school board

maintenance men to remodel his tavern. Mr. Jakkson,

principal of Copernicus, when asked about this trans-

4

action, claimed that the fence was old and rotting.

 

l"Married Teacher Firings Halted," Detroit

Free Press, August 19, 1941, p. l.

2"Firing of 44 Rescinded by Hamtramck," De-

troit Free Press, August 22, 1941, p. 3.

3"Court Scolds Member of School Body," "Ham-

tramck Leader Admits Purchasing $1, 800 Fence from

Office for $17. 50, " Detroit Free Press, August 14,

1942, p. 17.

4

 

Interview with Mr. Jackson.
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Even so, it would have seemed prudent to have put

the fence up for bids before selling it to a board

member. Mr. Jackson could not see anything wrong

in using school board personnel to do odd Jobs as

long as they were paid and working on their own

time. The court scolded the board members, par-

ticularly Marzeciak, for his part in buying the,

fence. The article states that Marzeciak treated

the incident as a Joke, but his attorneyclaimed

that he was not able to understand what was going

on.

Also noted in the same article was that the

board had refused to rehire forty-threeteachers

and disallowed pay raises for senior teachers.

The board's answer to objections to this proce-

dure was to threaten to again repeal the Keyworth

Code.1 The teachers went to court to save the

code, and testimony in their case was reported by

the papers. Warner Bates,principal of Pulaski.

Elementary School, testified that "JosephSchultz,

a member of the Hamtramck School Board, had solic-

ited hisaid in 1940 in collecting $25. each from

the teachers in his school. Schults promised to

use his influence in getting the teachers a pay

 

1"Hamtramck Code to Go," "Board Plans Repeal‘

in Teacher Dispute," Detroit News, August 15, 1942,

p. 19. .
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raise if Bateswas succdSSful. Bates said the .

teachers_rejected Schultzts proposition."l
.Later

testimony by Frank X. Martel, president of the

Detroit and Wayne County Federation of labor,

claimed that "Robert G.Caldwell had approached

him twoyears ago and said he could get the Ham-

tramck teachers a raise if each teacher would con-

tribute $100."2 John NaJduch, writing about the

situation in a later year, reports that"Stories

from teachers tell how board members thought it

convenient to put a price on Jobs during those_

years; Sums of $25 to $100 were demanded for re-

newal of contracts. Sometimes "dates" with the

school teachers were an added price."

The Hamtramck Federation of Teachers, which

was fighting the board in the courts, obtained a!

temporary injunction on August 26, 1942, enjoining

the board from: (1) interfering with the continue

ing tenureof teachers; (2) discriminating against

married teachers; (3) the using of any school funds

allocated to teachers' salaries for any other pure

pose; (4) discharging any plaintiffs from positions

 
 

l"Gifts Asked of Teachers Says Witness," De-

troit Free Press, August 8, 1942, p. 2. -

2"Sch001 Fight Truce Sought," Detroit News,

August 13, 19M2, Do 20

 

3John NaJduch, "Hamtramck Hails Seizure of

Schools," Detroit News, February 8, 1948, p. 16.
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asteachers; (5) discriminating against teachers

because of non-residence inHamtramck, or onac—l

count oftheir nationality or descent;(6)grepeal-

ing, amending or modifying the Hamtramck School

Code, or any part thereof.1 This injunction ref

mained in effect for a number ofyears, legally,

but was not enforced to any great extent by the

courts.

The Hamtramck Federation of Teachers was made

up mostly of women teachers. It had been organized

inl940 whenthe threat of wholesale dismissal of

marriedwomenteachers was first threatened. _An-

other group of teachers, apart from the Federation

of Teachers or other nationally organized groups,

included many of the men. Their president in 1942-

43 was Ted Jackimowicz. Smoldering through the

fall of 1942 at the board‘s inexpiable behavior,

this group of forty-five independent teachers

walked out on January 19, 1943. more than 2,500

pupils were sent home. Jackimowiczclaimed that

there was no recourse but to take drastic action

when the board turned down a petition for a 3Q%,

pay raise. He stated that that increase would only

cover cost-of-living increases and the cuts that

 

1Wood, op. cit., p. 130.
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had been taken since 1933.1 At its Monday night

meeting, January 18, the board had agreed to a

10% increase for those making under $2,800, but

this had not been enough to satisfy this group.

It is questionable that the board was bargaining

in good faith even with this commitment. The news-

-paper reported that one of the board members, com-

menting on the proposed increase, remarked, "Well,

we can always change our resolution at the next

meeting, can't we?"2

Vincent S. Sadlowski, president of the board,

refused to call a special meeting as he clammed

it would accomplish nothing. The saloon-keeper

continued, "If they are mean enough to strike,

that's all there is to it."3 The article pointed

out that the "only possibility for an earlier

settlement, it appeared, was for the intensely fac-

tional board members to disagree among themselves.

The board, composed of three factory workers, an

attorney, a hardware store owner, and a bar owner,

has been divided on every important issue in the

past." The teachers' group claimed that the board

 
 

l"Teachers Strike Shuts 2 Hamtramck Schools,"

Detroit News, January 19, 1943, p. 1. .

2"2 Hamtramck Schools Shut," Detroit News,

January 20, 1943, p. 2.
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was not meeting the school code, but the board in-

sisted that the code had been rescinded, in spite

of the hard fact that there was now a permanent in—

junction restraining them from departing from the

code. Ted Jackimowicz further stated, "We are not

working under a contract now and in the past have

received our contracts well after the fall term

started, consequently the teachers have never been

sure of their positions from year to year."

Egg; magazine, writing of this era, called

Hamtramck "one of the toughest spots in U. S. educa—

1 The magazine noted that Hamtramck once wastion."

able to boast of its schools, further commenting

that ”Keyworth combined educational idealism and

political savvy to create an astonishingly effec-

tive school system. Day and night schools enrolled

17,000 students,--no less than 33% of the popula-

tion." Discussing the injunction proceedings, they

commented on the fact that the teachers claimed

that the maintenance force had swollen 800%. Other

testimony that Time claimed was made: "One politi-

cian offered raises and a closed shop if about 250

teachers would kick in $100 each; one teacher

slipped a roll of billsto a board member and got

a $400 raise; bricks ordered for schools were built

 

l"Trouble in Hamtramck," Time, may 17, 1943,

pp 0 54"55 0

 
   



 

 

i

V
,

,
_

..
.
,
.

N,

.
L

A,

i
r

le

,

,
k



142

into Board members' saloons and homes; an $1,800

school fence was moved to the home of a Board mem-

ber's daughter. The Board, it was later charged,

paid itself $25,000 in unauthorized salaries."

The city of Hamtramck did not like what it read,

and the city council voted to file suit against

_'_I'_ir_n§_ for $1,000,000.1

Activities of board members continued to

make headlines. In an article previously cited,

the sordid story is unfolded. According to this

source, an audit of the books had been demanded by

the Hamtramck Federation of Teachers and was final-

ly ordered done in 1945.2

"The audit covering the period from

1940 to 1945, indicated wrongful use and

expenditure of school funds in various

ways and amounts, totaling approximately

$250,000. The audit was turned over to

the Wayne County Prosecutor, but nothing

was done. The reform-minded citizens

and school teachers decided something

had to be done to stop the corruption

which was spreading to the children and

forced the school system to be dropped

from the accredited 11st of the North

Central Association of colleges.

The group championed Stephen Sulczew-

ski and Pauline Zuk. Both were elected

to the Board.

How power politics on the Hamtramck

board works is shown in testimony before

a grand Jury. A day after Sulczewski's

election he was approached by a board

member and offered a chance to make "a

 

l

"Hamtramck to Sue Time Magazine,“ Detroit

News, June 9, 1943, p. 32.

2

Najduch, loc. cit.
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great deal" of money.

The proposal was to sell the princi-

palship of Pulaski school for $800.

The board member said he had the support

of one other school trustee, but that

Mrs. Zuk was needed to make a majority.

There was a promise that the four could

participate in future splits.

Sulczewski and Mrs. Zuk decided that

this was an opportunity to expose such

vicious practices.

With the assistance of the News, State

officials were bro ht in and a trap set

up. The payoff of 200 a person took

place. This led t0»a grand Jury investi—

gation and two board members were indicted

for conspiracy.

But 1946 was election year, and State

and County officials had little time to

press their work seriously. The result

was that the school board reverted to

its old ways."

The two board members indicted on the attempt-

ed selling of the Pulaski principalship were Edward

S. Danielowski, president of the board, and Edward

Kopek, secretary of the board and its president

the previous year. "John E. Tishuck, Jr., a Ham-

tramck teacher who has admitted paying $800 to

board members in seeking promotion to principal,

is named as a co-conspirator. His status as a

teacher is being studied by Hamtramck school offi—

”1 "Danielowski and Kopek were indicted oncials.

two counts. The first, charging conspiracy with

Tishuck to bribe Mrs. Pauline Zuk and Stephen

Sulczewski, other board members, carries with con-

viction a maximum sentence of five years imprison-

 

 

l"School Heads Free on Bond," Detroit News,

September 18, 1946, p. 2. """"
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ment or $5,000 fine. The other, accusing them of

bribe—taking from Tishuck, involves a maximum

penalty of 10 years imprisonment or $10,000 fine."1

Judge Murphy didn't have time to complete the case

and turned it over to the attorney general. In an

election year this was the prudent path, as Ham-

tramck voters turn out in large numbers and always

vote against anyone "impunging2 the fair name of

Hamtramck." They seem to care little what their

public officials do, saving their wrath for those

who might have the audacity to report the wrong-

doings of their revered leaders.

When asked about the attempted bribe by

John Tishuck, Mr. Jackson replied, "If you would

know a little more about some of these board mem-

bers, you know, and many of these people who get

elected-~they go strut around town like big tur-

keys, you see. 'You're my boy, I'll give you a

big deal!‘ I imagine he was innocent. We told

him after that in the first place he had no busi-

ness to try to get into a deal. Many of us know

some of the caliber of these board members and we

don't trust them any more than we can move this

 

libid.

2Local slang used by newspapers and others,

probably a misspelling or mispronunciation of

n impugning . n

 



 

 
 



145

house. But there are always some who are going

around who want to make a real big impression

around town, you know--'what I can do for you'--

and, you know, you're a little bit, well, maybe

if I am nice to the guy and-—I think he Just walked

into a trap because any amount of money that he

could have given for the job, if he wanted the Job

baa enough he probably would have given it. And

that refers back to the kind of a person that, I

mean, if you want something bad enough and that's

it. So he got caught in the middle of it. We

never approved of the fact that he was part of the

deal, see. We felt this way--that somewhere along

the line you had given these fellows the impression

that the Job meant that much to you. And why should

a man who didn't have the qualifications and every-

thing else step into it when there were other peo-

ple ahead of him."1

The board also faced a threat from federal

agents who came into the city to investigate charg-

es of waste and corruption in the administration of

Lanham funds, allocated by the government for the

care of children of working mothers during the war.

It seemed that about $183,000 of these funds were

unaccounted for, but nothing was proved, so the

 

 

1Interview with Mr. Jackson.
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board weathered that storm.l

In March, 1947, Danielowski, who was still

president of the board, blamed all of the past

problems of the board on Superintendent Kopka and

asked for his resignation on the grounds of in-

efficiency.2 In reply, KOpka stated that it was

impossible to please the warring factions of the

board. For instance, the majority of the board

wanted him to appoint Tishuck as principal of

Pulaski School, while the minority wanted him

fired as a teacher. Kopka submitted his resig-

nation in April, and W. D. Chubb, a student coun-

selor, was appointed acting superintendent.

Threatened with an injunction by the Ham-

tramck Teachers! Federation, the board accepted

its recommendation that a group of professional

educators be asked to submit a list of properly

qualified persons for the position of superinten-

dent. A group of professional educators, includ-

ing representatives of the University of Michigan

School of Education, submitted a list of six com-

petent schoolmen.

The board nevertheless ignored the recom-

mendation and appointed Orlo J. Robinson, princi-

 
 

lWOOd, OE. Cite; P. 1380

erid., pp. 139-40.
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pal of CopernicusJunior High School, as superin-

tendent. It was not a bad choice. Robinson was.‘

very pepular with the students and those about him

and had served the school system for over twenty-

five years. When asked about Robinson, Mr. Jackson

replied, "Robinson was quite an excellent educator,

good principal and administrator, and he could get

out of a group a tremendous amount of energy and

work. Everyone had a lot of respect for the man,

but whenhe talked to the board he said I would

have to run things my way--because you got toreeq

member that Robinson to a great extent was similar

to Keyworth. He said when I go in I want to deter;

mine, I want to tell the board,!You shall follow

me, you will not recommend to me, I shall tell you

what to do.’" In the first meeting he recommended

a few improvements which the board disagreed with

and he told them, 'If you think that I‘m going to

work under these circumstances, you can have this

Job'e-and he Just walked out on them."1

In January, l948-éone month after hewas ape

pointed superintendent~-Robinson's contract was up

for discussion at the board meeting. In the mean-

time, Sulczewski had returned to the board from

Jail where he had been held on the charge of em-

 
 

lInterview with mr. Jackson.
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bezzlement from a mail-order firm, and charged

Robinson with six items he felt were mistakes in._

his one-month tenure in office.1 The great reform-

ers, Sulczewski and Zuk, sided with bar-owner

Sadlowski to create a tie vote on giving a contract

to Robinson. A seventh board member, Edward Kopek,

had resigned earlier because, he claimed, he had

failed in his efforts to reform the board. John

Lewandowski was selected to fill Kopekfs unexpired

term, and on February 2, 1948, the board voted to

dismiss Robinson and appoint as superintendent

Alexander J. Mentlikowski. Though Mentlikowski

had been assistant principal of the Pisudski

School, he did not appear to have adequate quali-

fications for the Job.2 Robinson explained that

he had been dismissed because he refused to pro-

mote persons or set up Jobs which board members

asked as "special favorS".

Protesting the dismissal of Robinson, the

students at Copernicus Junior High School held a

mass meeting the next day. At the next board

meeting the students presented the board with

twenty-nine petitions bearing 930 signatures de-

 
 

Wood, op. cit., p. 140.

2Ibid., p. 141.

1

3NaJduch, loc. cit.
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manding that Robinson be reappointed. The C. I. 0.

also protested his dismissal, and, by a 3-2 vote,

with two members abstaining, the board reappointed

Robinson, but without a contract.1

The ygws informed Governor Sigler of the

state of anarchy which was approaching. Then on

Thursday Governor Sigler served the school board

with an ultimatum that it would have to accept the

State's program for reform or face seizure."2 Under

this pressure the board agreed and began by appoint-

ing Edward D. Fox of Steubenville, Ohio, as the new

superintendent. He had been one of the six recom~

mended by the panel of educators and was offered a

three-year contract at $10,000 per annum. Eugene

B. Elliott, State Superintendent of Public Instruct—

ion, appointed his assistant, C. L. Taylor, as over—

seer, and he immediately launched an investigation

of the school's financial situation. The students

still wanted Robinson and sent a delegation of  five ninth-graders to Lansing to plead with Elliott

on his behalf. Elliott advised them to support

Fox provided he would take the Job. Fox came to

Hamtramck to discuss the terms of his contract, but,

perhaps swayed by the threat of the financial investi-

 

1Wood, op. cit.

2Najduch, loc. cit.
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gation, Kostera, treasurer of the board, moved to

substitute the name of Taylor for Fox in the con-

tract. The board unanimously offered 0. L. Taylor

a five—year contract at $12,000 per annum. He was

to be awarded the contract on February 19, but,

 having successfully gotten rid of Taylor, it with-

drew the offer.1

On March 8, 1948, being threatened by the

state with wholesale removal, the board voted 4-0

to appoint Eldon C. Geyer as superintendent. He _

signed a three-year contract for $10,000 per annum.2

He came with apparent qualifications, having been

superintendent of schools in Battle Creek. He held

on to the job until 1955 though his dealings with

the board were not always smooth. The board fired

his director of finance because of some very ques-

tionable practices. He himself was fired in July

of 1955.3

his duty and meddling in politics. He was voted

The board charged him with neglecting  
out by a 5-2 margin and was immediately replaced

by Edmund M. Conklin, former principal of Hamtramck

High School. The Detroit News quotes Geyer, "'Poli-

tics seems to be the only explanation for the board's

 

1Wood, op. cit., p. 1&2.

21bid.

3Douglas Glazier, "School Chief is Fired in Ham-

tramck,” Detroit News, July 20, 1955, pp. 1 and 2.
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151 V

action.’"; In part, the charges the board leveled

against Geyer were: (1) "permitting school chile

drento distribute campaign literature during class

hours on behalf of Joseph W. Lucas, a board member

who was defeated for reelection last April"; (2)

blaming the school board for school system problems

in public speeches; (3) misleading the board cone

cerning the system!s financial situation which re-

sulted in an unexpected $135,000 deficit; (4) 1g;

noring school board instructions to cancel a $130,000

contract for remodeling the high school.l

_In spite of all the alleged irregularities of

the board, the teachers continued to do their Job

in an efficient and dedicated way. With the one

exception of the bribery case at Pulaski School,

teachers were not involved in any of the controver-

sies. Mr. Jackson notes that there is a wall be-

tween the board and the school system. The teachers

are left alone and are felt to be on "sacred ground"

by the board.~ The business of education is left to-

the educators. .

Mr. Conklin, who was sixty-nine when appoint-

ed superintendent, had his problems with the board

too. The board considered it its "private domain"

as far as hiring its friends on the maintenance

 v __V _—

lIbid.
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staff and did not want the superintendent to inter-

fere. Mr. Conklin felt that there were too many

and wanted to reduce the staff. According to Mr.

Jackson, Mr. Conklin had made an issue of this

with the board before he resigned.1 At the end

of the school year in 1961 Mr. 00nklin was replaced

by his assistant, Mr. Muzzelman. Mr. Muzzelman,

however, was to reach retirement age on March 5,

1963, and an assistant superintendent was appoint-

ed in 1962 with the expressed purpose of taking

over the superintendency. On March 31, 1963,

the assistant took over as superintendent, Mr.

Muzzelman retiring.

According to Mr. Jackson, very few had ap-

plied for the position from within the system. "You

know, there's always been this-~what does the main—

tenance want--and if you don't recommend for them

then you've got two sides fighting you--that we

Just decided, a group of us met, that we wouldn't

apply—-the Job didn't mean that much to us."2

But there was someone in the system who had

wanted the job badly enough and, though he had never

had the opportunity to gain any administrative ex-

perience, he is superintendent now. The board's

 

1Interview with Mr. Jackson.

2Ibid.
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choice and the present school leader--John E.

Tishuck, Jr.

 



 

 

 



CHAPTER V

SYRIANS COME TO DETROIT

Nationalism came late to the Middle East.

Boundaries have not been concise until recent times.

When the majority of Middle Easterners immigrated

to the United States, Lebanon was considered a part

of Syria. It will be so considered in this thesis.

Syria is an ancient but small country. Including

Lebanon, it is smaller than Nebraska. Lying on the

trade route of civilization from early times, it has

played a prominent role in mercantilism. At the

time of the Crusades, its peoples were still more

advanced than those of Europe, and the Crusaders

brought back some of this superior culture. New

fabrics such as muslin, taffeta, silk and damask;

tapestries; gold and silver jewelry; pottery; glass;

tooled-leather goods; smooth dress fabrics; and ex-

otic perfumes were welcomed in the higher circles of

Europe. Damascus steel was superior to any known

to the Crusaders, and they learned through battle

of the Syrians' superiority in making weapons. The

Crusaders were most impressed with the military ar-

chitecture, and much of the knowledge gained showed
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up in the later development of castles in Europe.

The Arabic system of numerals made mathemat—

ics possible, and their contributions to this sub-

ject are legion. Astronomy and navigation also

owe them a large debt. The astrolabe, compass,

and lanteen sail were blessings to European sail-

ors.

Though the racial mixture in Syria has not

changed for a number of centuries, the past acces-

sibility and richness of its cities resulted in a

stream of conquerors from western Asia. The origi-

nal Alpine-type and Mediterranean peoples were in-

filtrated with Amorites and Arameans from the

steppe. From Anatolia came the Hittites and Kurds,

then a western invasion from Greeks, Romans, and

Crusaders from all of Europe. Next was an eastern

invasion from the Mongols and Turks, and finally

an infiltration of Arab tribesmen from the south

and the east. This heterogeneous group has amal-

gamated to form a distinctive Syrian people differ-

ing in outlook, dialect, and a number of minor ways

from its Arab neighbors, in spite of common lan—

guage, conditions of life, faith, and shared tra-

ditions. About one—tenth of its peoples have re—

  
 

1Paul W. Copeland, The Land and Peo le of

S ria (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company,

196E) , p. 66.
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mained in half assimilated enclaves.l

In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries

the contacts of the Syrian peoples with Western

culture have been greater than those of any other

Eastern nation. Palestine, which Arab nationalists

consider southern Syria,2 brought the greatest in-

flux of scholars and students, but all of the larger

cities on the Mediterranean coast of Lebanon and

Syria brought in the agents of trade, industry, and

shipping. The leaders of Syria were and are influ-

enced by Western education. Foreign schools and

universities have been common on Syrian soil. Even

under the three centuries of Turkish rule prior to

World War I, the Western influence was strong. Spee

cial favors were granted to Christian enclaves with-

in the country by the Turkish government, which

better enabled the Western nations to retain a sphere

of influence. Under French rule between the World

Wars, this influence increased.

 

lStephen Hemsley Longrigg, Syria and Lebanon

Under French Mandate (London: Oxford University

Press, 19585, p. 3. These enclaves were established

by the Turkish government chiefly because of pres—

sures of European nations. The insistence upon these

relatively free enclaves was made in the name of

Christianity but was actually economic in fact.

2Georgiana G. Stevens, editor, The United States

and the Middle East (Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: pren-

me‘Hall’ Inc., 1964), po 12. Since the fall or Bag“

dad in 1258 the Arabs have had little claim to unity

except as part of an empire ruled by others. They can

claim a common history and a ”great heritage", but it

is questionable that geography could also be included.
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As might be expected, the French did not en-

 

dear themselves to the Moslems in their twenty years

of rule. Syrian leaders had been led to believe that

the country would secure its freedom in return for

supporting the Allied cause against the Central

Powers in the First World War. France refused to

honor the commitment on tenuous grounds. She claimed

it was Britain's commitment and France had not offi-

cially agreed. France was not without support in

Syria, but it was confined almost solely to Lebanese Maronites and Catholics. Most of the Protestant

sects would have preferred an American or British

mandate.

In Syria, as in most of the Middle East, the

most important fact to know about a person is his

religion. A man's religion identifies his social

group, status in the community and often his polit-

ical convictions.l Most Arabs are Mbslems, who

practice Islam, a religion founded in the seventh

century by Muhammad. This religion, spread by the  
sword, was most successful in the Near East. Most

of Syria was converted and remains Islamic today.

The most notable exceptions are in Lebanon.

The people of the mountain (Lebanon), fierce-

ly independent, professed a variety of faiths.

 

lCopeland, op. cit., p. 36.

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIl::::;____________________i 
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Lebanon became a sanctuary for discontented and

persecuted religious sects of the Arab world. Prob-

ably the most important for our purposes are the

Maronites. These descendants of the early Phoeni-

cians have continued the wanderlust of their early

ancestors and spread throughout the world. In De—

troit they make up the majority of the Arab popula-

tion, and, according to their priest in Detroit,

Father Abdo, the Arab population in Detroit is the 
largest of any city in the United States.1 Another

source notes that, while the destination of the

Syrians for the past three quarters of a century

has been New York, the largest group of Middle

Easterners is in Detroit, with New York ranking

second.2

A few Syrians arrived in Detroit after the

Chicago World's Fair in 1893 with the intent of

selling unsold goods as they made their way back

east.3 Business was better than expected, and two

shops soon opened, one at Cadillac Square, the

other at the corner of Brush and Gratiot Streets.   

lInterview with Father Abdo, priest of St.

Maron Church, January 29, 1965.

2Ishaq Y. Qutub, The Arab Communi in New

York City. An unpublished paper by a Ph. D. candi—

date in the Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology,

Michigan State University, 1961-2.

3Lois Rankin, ”Detroit Nationality Groups,"

Michigan History Magazine, XXIII (Spring, 1939),  IIIIIIIIlI::::_______________________3 ,,,,m_.___. 
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Soon other Syrians joinedthem from among those

who had settled in New York and Boston. By 1900

there were approximately fifty Syriansin Detroit,

most of them unmarried men from Lebanon.» |

The exact number of Syrians in Detroit can

only be an estimate until they were included in the

census reports in 1920,, In connection with the

schools, they are mentioned as early as 1904.; _

In the Report of the Boardof Education for 1904,,

it was mentionedthatSyrians, Greeks, andItalians

were sent toother rooms than the rest of theeth-

nic groups, as betterresults could be obtained

that way. No reason is given for this need to

group according to nationality. Inthe report for

1907 fourteen adults and eight minors attended the

evening school and gave their nationalityas Syrian.

This was 3% of the total enrollment. Also, the

listing of eight minors meant that families had

arrived to stabilize the settlement.‘ These early

Syrians were of the Maronite faith, andmost of

the children probably attended the parochial schools

during the day. . .- w _

Between 1908 and 1913 the colony grewrapidly.

The greatest Syrian migration to this country was

in 1913, and Detroit with its established Syrian

 
 

1Detroit Board of Education, Sixtyrfirst‘

Annual Report of the Board of Education, p. 93.
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colonies attracted many of these newcomers. Mbst

of these Syrians too were of the maronite faith.

This group settled in the vicinity of Orleans and

Congress Streets, soon extending east along Con?

gress, Lafayette, and Fort Streets. They also

settled along Orleans to Eflmwood. Another Syrian

group,‘ the Melchites, centered about McDougal and

Charlevoix, and the Orthodox Communion settled

nearby on Arndt Street. The Nestorians settled

south of Jefferson on Woodbridge, Franklin, and

Atwater Streets. A few Orthodox and Melchites

from Damascus settled near the Hudson Motor Car

Company on the east side on Newport, Lakewood,

Conklin, and East Jefferson.1

Father Abdo claims that there has been much

cooperation between the Christian groups and the

Moslem group in the Detroit area. As this has

not been the usual pattern in Syria or, for that

matter, in Chicago,2 credit should be given to

the leaders of the various groups.‘ Conversations

with other Syrians in the several groups confirm

Father Abdo's estimate of a friendly atmosphere.

The Mbslem Syrians did not settle in Detroit

 

lRankin, OE. Cite, p. 1960

2Al-Tahir Abdul Jalil, "The Arab Community

in the Chicago Area." An unpublished Ph. D. dis-

sertation, University of Chicago, p. 71.
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proper, but in Highland Park, a suburb of Detroit,

which, like Hamtramck, is nearly surrounded by the

mother city. Only the southeast corner of Highland

Park for two or three blocks is contingent with

Hamtramck, and this keeps it from being an island

in the city of Detroit. It is a.city comparable

to Hamtramck in many ways, though escaping domi-

nance by any one ethnic group. Its schools have

had a reputation for excellence, and the city

government has escaped the scandals of neighboring

Hamtramck. The city grew in the same period as

Hamtramck, mostly as a result of the Ford plant

located there. Highland Park is slightly larger

in area than Hamtramck and at the present time

has a few more thousand population. Through the

years the p0pulations of the two communities have

stayed within a few thousand of each other, some~

times one being larger and at other times smaller

than the other.

One of the early arrivals in Highland Park

was Mbhammed Karoub, a devout Islamite. He and

his wife arrived around 1911, and he was employed

by an automobile factory. From his earnings he and

his wife purchased a lot at 111 Victor Street in

Highland Park. The lot was sold at a profit and
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was the start of a prosperous real estate business.1

By the end of World War I, Karoub had become one of

the leaders of the Mbhammedan community in the De—

troit area. It was estimated that at the time there

were 15,000 men and women of the Mohammedan faith

in the Detroit area. Karoub had visions ofgreater

things and aspired to a role of leadership in inter-

national affairs of his faith. With his brother

Hassan Karoub, who was the sheik for the Syrians

in Highland Park, Mbhammed Karoub planned a mosque,

which he believed would make Detroit the Mecca of

the NewWorld.2

The mosque was built and was close enough to

completion that the feast of Id-el-Azba was celee

brated there in August of 1921. The King of Egypt

had sent a Persian rug of the finest weave and a

ring from his own hand. The king of Mecca had sent

four hundred pounds of Turkish money.3

However, Mbhammed Karoub's dream of inter-

 

  

 

1There are a large number of Lebanese and

Syrians in the real estate business in Detroit. Per-

haps mr. Karoub's early successes were inspirational.

'2"M0slems Here Build Mosque." Detroit Free
Press, January 11, 1921, p. 4.

3Henry G. Hbch, "A Dream Fades," Detroit News,

July 9, 1927, p. 10. Who the king of.Mecca might be

is open to question. An earlier article lists this

generous person as "k1 of the Arabs in the far-off

land of the Saracen." Carl Mbller, "Highland Park In

Melancholy Ruin; Dissension Divides Mbslem Congrega-

tion," Detroit Free Press, April 20, 1924, p. 1.)
 

 



 

. .

o

I

c]

_ \

 



 

 

163

national renown had reached its pinnacle and the

slide downhill was fast. Jealousies and intrigue,

power fears and religious variances led to a dwin-

dling of attendance to a very few. Funds became

depleted, and Mohammed Karoub was forced to sell

the mosque. The city of Highland Park bought it

for its Americanization program at the urging of

Neil N. Trad, director of the Americanization pro-

 gram.l It paid but a fraction of the original

cost, but the building was never adapted to its

purchased purpose. It was later sold by the city

at a substantial profit.

The Arab community smouldered over the sale

of the building and persuaded Hussein Abass, pro—

 prietor of a coffee house, to bring injunction

proceedings against Mohammed Karoub. After Abass

had initiated proceedings, he was murdered in his

bed. The murderer implicated Karoub as instigator

of the deed.2 Though acquitted, Karoub lost his

 

position as a leader in the Mbhammed community.

The years have healed the wounds, and members of

his family have regained leadership and Mr. Karoub

is revered in his old age.

0f more interest to education is the story

 

lInterview with Neil N. Trad, April 21, 1965.

2Hoch, loo. cit.
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of the aforementioned Mr. Trad. He was born in

Zahleh, Lebanon, in 1881 and was educated in the

American Mission School operated by the Presbyte-

rian Church in Lebanon and still professes the

Protestant faith. He came to the United States in

1905, moving to Sioux City, Iowa, in 1908. He

married Mary Burdella Carlton of Lansing, Michigan,

and together they started a night school for immi-

grants from many countries, teaching them the Eng-

lish language and preparing them for American citi-

zenship.l

The Trads moved to Highland Park in 1916

where Henry Ford hired him to teach in the Henry

Ford English School. There he innovated many ideas,

 one being a room where a representative picture was

hung of an immigrant from each of the sixty nation-

alities that were Ford employees that had gone

through the English school. After the First World

War Henry Ford decided that, since he was paying

55% of the taxes in Highland Park, it would be a

good idea if the Highland Park Board of Education

would take over the Americanization work which he

had begun so well. The program was placed under

the Recreation Commission, with half the funds pro—

vided by the board of education. In 1920 the city

 

lTrad, 10c. cit.
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took over the management of the program and hired

Neil Trad as its first Director of Americanization.

According to Mr. Trad, this program was con-

ducted in the evening and served the adult immi—

grant community almost exclusively. Though no

figures are available, he notes that the Syrian

Moslem group attended the schools in large numbers.

Mrs. Pareghian, one of the teachers under Mr. Trad,

who is still active in the Americanization program, 
confirms that a large number of the Moslem group

attended the schools.1 The women did not attend

in great numbers, but more than might be expected

‘ considering the traditional Arab objection to

educating women.

There are some unique characteristics about

the Syrian group that settled in Highland Park.

Christians and Moslems settled together, and they

came from both Syria proper and Lebanon. In fact,

a good share of the Moslem group claims Lebanese

origin rather than Syrian. This writer observed

in attending a social function at a mosque in Dear-

born—-the oldest in the Detroit area which was

built in l938—-that they started the program by

2

singing the Lebanese national anthem. This mosque

 

6 1Interview with Mrs. D. B. Pareghian, April 22,

19 5.

2

Ford Mansur, realtor of Lebanese origin, ex—

plains this apparent anomaly by stating that because

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII[::::;______________1, 
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was built by the Moslem group of Highland Park and

those who had left Highland Park with the Ford Motor

Company to settle in Dearborn.

These people acquired the American character—

istic of wanting the best education possible for

their children in order that they might better them-

selves. They were most insistent that their chil—

dren attend the public schools, and even the girls

were encouraged to complete the eighth grade, many feeling that that was sufficient education to meet

their needs. Most of the Syrian children attended

the Angell School on Victor Avenue. Mr. Armstrong, 
who was principal of the school in the early l9AO's,

 reports that the school had a record of little tru—

ancy or delinquency from the Syrian group.1 In fact,

he notes that the interest of the parents was so

strong that it was necessary to be careful in talk~

ing with the parents not to suggest that their chil-

dren had misbehaved, as the wrath of the parent

 

of Nasser's flirtation with communism many of the

Arabs have felt it better to be from Lebanon than

countries of the U. A. R. There also would appear to

be status gained from Lebanon's close relation to the

ancient Phoenicians. Mr. Mansur was quick to point

out that the early Phoenicians had settled in Ireland.

He was surprised to learn that the Irish too had been

prejudiced against in the United States. He felt that

the Irish had always maintained a high spot in the

nationality pecking order. (Interview with Ford mansur,

June 25, 1965)

 
1

Interview with Mr. Paul Armstrong, Assistant

Superintendent of Instruction, Highland Park Public

Schools, April 19, 1965.

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIE::;________________l- , - 
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toward the child was apt to be most severe. Since

the Arabic language was the primary one spoken in

most of the homes, I asked Mr. Armstrong if the

schools encountered difficulty teaching the Arabic

children to read. He reported that, though there

was some difficulty, it was not nearly as great

as that encountered with the southern whites who

moved in during World War 11.

Mrs. Pareghian stressed the pride the Arab

people take in sending their children to school.1

She related that one Arab woman with seven chil-

dren told her that she must keep her children in

school or the others would look down upon her. It

was just as true for the girls as the boys. Mrs.

Pareghian did not believe that the Syrian students

had any more difficulty learning the language than

other nationalities. There were some who learned

quickly, others more slowly, and those who she

doubted ever could learn English. Both she and Mr.

Armstrong felt that the most difficult problem they

encountered with this group was during the fasting

period. Even the very small children were not per-

mitted to eat from sunup to sundown during this

period, and it created an extreme hardship, espe-

cially on the smaller children. The children had

much difficulty concentrating on their lessons when

 

ers. Pareghian, loc. cit.  
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they were hungry. Mrs. Pareghian said that one of

the Arab children she has now in the night school

looked so "fagged out" that she asked her what the

matter was. The girl replied, "I am so hungry."

Mrs. Pareghian explained to her that the sun set

before she arrived in class and that she should

bring some food and eat it before class began.

She also noted that because of the shorter calen-

dar used by the Arab group the fasting period some-

times occurs in summer, when it is of particular

hardship because of the long days.

Mr. Armstrong, as well as Mrs. Pareghian,

pointed out that many of the Syrian families in

Highland Park were large, yet all the children

attended the schools. Many of the most prominent

members of the community attended the public schools.

Successful Syrian Moslem doctors, lawyers, teachers,

and affluent businessmen, of which there are many,

all had their training in the public schools.

The Syrian Moslem group in Highland Park is

reported to have had large families comparable to

those of the Syrian Catholics. The following table

from the 1925 special school census gives the com—

parable sizes of foreign families. This census

excludes Highland Park and would include mostly

Syrian Catholics. The total number of Syrians lis-
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ted in this census was 5,053.1

Earlier school census surveys apparently had

included the Syrian group with the Armenians.2 In

the 1921 survey 7.6% of the children at Brownson

School were listed as Syrian, 9.2% at Firnane School,

5.7% at Barstow School, and 4.5% at Preston School.3

This would mean 36, 40, 43, and 15 Syrian children

respectively for the four schools. In the 1920 re-

port the Armenians are listed in all schools except

Brownson in the place occupied by the Syrians in the

1921 survey.4 In 1920 there were 553 children listed

in the school system from Armenia and 522 in 1921.5

What percentage of these were Syrian is not known.

or the 526 Armenian children in kindergarten through

8A, 36 were retarded in grade three or more years.

It is not possible to estimate how many of these if

any might have been Syrian.

 

1"The City Wide Census," The Detroit Educational

Bulletin, IX, no. 3 (November, 1925), 14.

2A quarter of a million Armenians fled to Syria

from Turkey between 1919 and 1921, and many of these

migrated from there to the United States (Copeland,

op. cit., p. 45.).

3”Age-Grade and Nationality Survey," The Detroit

Educational Bulletin, Research Bulletin no. 7 ZJanuary,

1922), 22-24. (See tables in appendix)

 

u"Age-Grade and Nationality Survey," The Detroit

Educational Bulletin, Research Bulletin no. 3 (Decem-

Ber, 19255,‘16-18.

5Research Bulletin n0.#7, loc. cit., p. 21.
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Most of the Syrians immigrating to the United

States after 1936 were of the relatively prosperous

class and relatively well—educated. Records of the

nationality of students in the special foreign class-

es were kept since 1950. During those sixteen years

the total number of Syrian and Lebanese children who

came into the schools with language difficulties

sufficient to merit inclusion in these classes was

forty-two, an average of less than three per year.1

In the 1962-63 annual report for these classes, it

is mentioned that those children with Arabic lan-

guage as their mother tongue have the most difficulty

learning to read, write, and understand the English

language. However, the students they were speaking

about were from Iraq and Arabic countries other than

Syria and Lebanon. There were no students in these

classes from Syria or Lebanon during the 1962-63

school year.

As mentioned before, the larger share of the

Syrians settling in Detroit were from Lebanon. Since

it is estimated that 95% of the Lebanese and Syrians

emigrating to the United States belong to Catholic

2

churches, the Syrian group in Detroit had greater

 
 

 

lDetroit Board of Education, S ecial Forei n

Children Classes, Annual Reports, 1959-50 through

19611-65 o

2Qutub, loc. cit., p; 7.
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influence on the parochial rather than on the public

school system.

Nevertheless, the influence of an ethnic group

on the Detroit school system is basically a question

of influence of people on people. This thesis is not

concerned with the influence on the architecture of

the buildings and only slightly with the influence

on administration. It is concerned with the immi-

grants' influence on education, the education that

takes place in the classroom.

Syrians did attend the public schools, and

being there they influenced their peers and their

teachers through classroom interaction. Ford Mansur,

who received his education in Detroit public schools,

recalls little discrimination on the part of his

teachers.1 However, he mentions that some of his

best friends in school would have been ashamed to

invite him to their homes because of parental dis~

approval. Perhaps education took place, and these

same friends are more tolerant than their parents

because of his presence in the classroom. He was

able to contribute valuable knowledge about Syria

and Arab ways, as could many of his fellow Syrians.

Amalgamation is the largest contribution of any of

the immigrant groups, and the Syrians, with their

 

lMansur, loc° cit.
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sharply contrasting culture, were able to aid con-

siderably in amalgamation.

 
 



  

 



 

CHAPTER VI

THE TRANSIENT MEXICANS

 

Charles D. Cameron, writing about the Mexicans

in Detroit in 1926, makes the point that the first

Mexican arriving in Detroit may actually have been

returning to the land of his ancestors.1 There is

an ancient legend that the Aztecs first lived among

the Lakes before traveling south to their more fa~

mous Mexican home. There is a large amount of evi—

dence linking the Aztec tribe with the copper mines

in the Lake Superior region.

Though he speaks the Spanish language, there

is little Spanish blood in the average Mexican's

veins. Though there are exceptions, most of the

blood is partly or wholly that of the Aztec, Zapo-

tec, Miztec, Yaqui, or other Indian nations. It  
has been estimated that no more than 300,000 Span-

iards ever went to Mexico and very few of these

 

1Charles D. Cameron, "Our Spaniards and Aztecs,"

Saturday Night (Detroit), October 16, 1926. .
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were women.1 As the Indian population of Mexico

City alone was greater than 300,000, the many

claimants to pure Castilian blood of the country

south of the border are certainly open to ques-

tion.

Census reports show one Mexican in Detroit

in 1870 and six in 1880. Nine appear in the re-

ports for 1890 and eight for 1900. There were

twenty-five listed in the report for 1910, and 712

in 1920.2 Most of the increase came after 1915 as

a result of conditions brought about by World War I.

The majority of Mexicans entering the city were

migrant laborers who had left the beet sugar fields.

The Cuban output of cane sugar was absorbed almost

completely by the warring countries of Europe. The

immediate result was that sugar's wholesale price

was boosted to 8.8 cents a pound.3 Coupled with

the almost complete stoppage of European immigra-

tion during the war, the demand for common labor in

Michigan‘s industrial centers increased greatly.

Previously Russians and Hungarians had worked the

beet fields, but as wages skyrocketed they left the

 
 

lRuth D. Tuck, Not With the Fist (New Ybrk:

Harcourt, Brace and Company, l9fi67, p. 16.

2

See Tables.

3S. L. A. Marshall, "Mexican Labor Leaving

Michigan for Homeland," The Detroit News, November 9,

1932: Do 6-
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flields and flocked to the cities. The sugar indus-

try, worried about its source of supply, began to

recruit workers in Texas, which was the great reser-

voir of migratory Mexican labor. Though these re-

cruiters did not go below the border, the pull of

the Michigan labor market was felt as far south as

Mexico's "Mesa Central", 600 miles below the Rio

Grande. ‘

At an immigration inquiry in 1918 in Washing—

ton, D. C., a Michigan sugar executive was asked

why his agents recruited at Laredo. "Because the

river is narrower at that point," he replied sig-

nificantly.1 It was estimated that fully half of

the workers brought to Michigan during this period

had entered the United States illegally. It was

in 1915 that the first trainload of Mexicans was

brought to Michigan by the Michigan Sugar Company.

Until 1929 when the importation ceased because of

the depression, the sugar industry served as a

funnel through which Mexican workmen were poured  
into Michigan. Though exact figures are not avail-

able, it has been estimated that at least 2,000

Mexicans were brought in yearly by the sugar indus-

tries between 1915 and 1929.2 Michigan Sugar,
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which operated eight of the sixty-eight mills in

the state, was the largest importer and brought in

635 full- and 74 half-fares on its last trainload

in 1929. According to officials of the company,

their annual average was approximately this number

for the fourteen-year period. The estimate of

2,000 annually is based on the estimate that ap—

proximately 4,000 "hands" used in the beet fields

were Mexican and that the annual turnover was 50%,

necessitating constant recruiting to harvest the

beet crop. As industry was hiring unskilled labor,

the Mexicans followed the Russians and Hungarians

into the more profitable factory jobs available in

Detroit and other cities.

Not all Mexican labor came north to pick sugar

beets. Some came directly to work in the auto in-

dustry, having heard from friends and relatives of

the relatively high wages. Ford Motor Company in

1918 brought in a select number of Mexicans to at-

tend the Ford Trade School as preparation for work

in the company's enterprises in the countries of

Latin America. All of these students were at least

high school graduates, many of them graduates of

the National University of Mexico. A newspaper

article written in 1926 noted the intense competi-

tion for these opportunities by the young men of
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1

Mexico. Very few Mexican children finished ele-

 

mentary school and even fewer completed high school,

so these young men were exceptional.

Before 1920 rural schools were virtually non-

existent and, though tremendous strides have been

made since the Revolution of 1910—1920, there are

still many rural areas without elementary schools,

and many of the existing schools offer instruction

only in the first two or three grades. The illit—

eracy rate hovers about the 50% mark for the coun— try as a whole.2 In 1926 there were only four

three—year post—elementary schools in the nation.3

As late as 1926, according to a newspaper

article, there was no Mexican colony in Detroit.

"...the 5,000 Mexicans in this city are scattered

in such small groups that there is no real colony.

The nearest approach to such a form of settlement

is found in the neighborhood of Grand River Avenue,

Jones Street, Bagley Avenue, Abbott Street and to

Lafayette Avenue, between Cass and Second Avenues.  
In this neighborhood are about twenty Mexican fami-

lies, and approximately 300 men, the majority of

 

1A. M. Smith, "20,000 Mexicans Find Michigan Land

of Opportunity,” The Detroit News, August 1, 1926, p. 7.

2

Arthur Henry Mbehlman and Joseph S. Roucek, Com-

parative Education (New York: The Dryden Press, 19515,

pp. 99-100 .

3Ibid., p. 101.

—¥— 
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them transient roomers."l

Cameron, who wrote articles about many of the

immigrant groups in Detroit, notes that the Mexican

colony was the best organized national group of

 them all.2 He credits the Mexican consular system,

which branches out wherever one hundred Mexicans

settle, as the organizing factor. Also, writing in

1926, he mentions the unifying characteristic of

the Mexican Blue Cross (Cruz Azul Mexicana), an

organization of Mexican women in America having

supervision of any cases requiring charitable or

medical attention.

In contrast to the organization of the colony

is the transient residence of many of its members.

"The result is shown in the fact that of our Mexi—

can colony of 7,000 to 8,000 a great majority have

been here one or two years and not more~--It is hard  
to find those who have been here ten years, and the

life of the colony as a colony does not go back far-

ther."3

The period from 1925 to 1928 must have been a

period of great influx of Mexicans to Detroit, if

newspaper figures are to be accepted. The city cen-

 

lSmith, Op. cit.

2 .

Cameron, op. cit.

3Ibid.
___—..—
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sus taken in 1925 reports 1,946 Mexicans in the

city at that time.1 An article written on January

26, 1931, states: "The colony reached its maximum

population in 1928 when unsettled conditions in

 Mexico caused thousands to immigrate to the United

States. It is estimated that the colony at that

time numbered 15,000."2 The 1930 census lists

4,886 foreign—born Mexicans in Detroit and 2,223

native-born whose parents or one parent were born

in Mexico.3 Census figures may be misleading, how-

ever, as Mexicans from Texas would not be listed

as foreign-born, many of these antedating the great

American conquest of 1848. Estimates probably in-

cluded this group, as it would be difficult to dis-

tinguish them from the foreign-born. The same

article approximates the number in the colony in

1931 as 5,000.4 A two-thirds loss in population  
in less than three years shows the transient nature

of the colony and its dependence on good economic

conditions for survival.

An earlier example of fluctuation in the size

 

1”The City4Wide Census," Detroit Educational

Bulletin, IX, no. 3, November, 1925, p. l .

2"Mexican Exiles in Detroit Returning to Home-

land," The Detroit News, January 26, 1931, p. 12.

3U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census

of the United States: 1930. Population, III, Part I,

1153.

4"Mexican Exiles in Detroit Returning to Home-

land," op. cit.
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of the colony occurred in 1920-21. An article in

the Detroit News on December 20, 1920, estimated

the size of the colony as 8,000.1 Another article

written two months later appeared February 16, 1921,

and noted that the population of the colony had

dwindled to 2,500 persons. In 1920 there were six—

ty—nine Mexicans in the Detroit public schools,

but this number dwindled to thirty—seven in 1921.2

V
J

Economic conditions caused the rapid migration, 7

but as the recession of that winter was short-lived,

the Mexican population was soon replenished.

The market crashed in 1929, and the resulting

depression destroyed the city's economy. The Mexi-

can population, mostly unskilled laborers with lan-

guage difficulties, were the first to be laid off

and were unemployable in the Jobless city. Welfare  
costs skyrocketed and the nearly bankrupt city began

to resent the cost of feeding the starving Mexicans

among them. Working in conjunction with the Mexican

government, a policy of repatriation was begun. The /

Mexican government offered a place to live and enough

food and money to give the repatriates a chance to

find a Job.

The repatriation movement in Detroit was given

 

1James D. Devlin, "Mexicans Hold Peace Service,"

The Detroit News, December 11, 1920, p. 9.

2

Research Bulletin no. 7, 10¢. cit.
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an assist by a visiting giant from Mexico who was

then a guest of the city. Diego Rivera was painting

the controversial murals at the Detroit Museum of

Art. No lover of the capitalistic system, he felt

that his countrymen would be well—advised to seek

the slower tempo of Mexican life rather than to

continue to be corrupted by the materialistic evil

of this northern neighbor. His attitudes are still

there for all to see, an historical legacy that few

cities north of Guadalajara can boast. This work

has made a strong impact on Detroit education. The

number of Detroit schoolchildren and adults who have

gazed in wonderment and sometimes in resentment at

those beautiful murals cannot help but be moved by

the story told there in spite of and because of

their revolutionary nature.

Under Rivera's direction, a League of Workers

and Peasants of Mexico was formed, with offices at

4326 Toledo Avenue in Detroit, to encourage return

to Mexico.1 In the first two weeks 850 Mexicans

registered. With this encouragement the Welfare

Department set up a Mexican bureau to further en—

courage a return to sunny Mexico. Any applicants

seeking aid were sent to this bureau first, and

the agency used any means of persuasion to encour-

 
 

 

1Norman D. Humphrey, ”Mexican Repatriation from

Michigan,” Social Service Review, XV, 1941, 501. 
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age their repatriation. Though the movement was

presumed to be voluntary, the means of inducement

often took on a coercive form as welfare monies

dwindled. "Some were leaving the city that had

been home for a decade or more. Families were

broken up. In some cases, it was the older people,

in others the younger generation that remained

behind. The Mexican stork is always busy, and in

the group that left were near a hundred children

who had never known anything but American schools

and American ways of living."1

Resistance to repatriation began as letters

related the struggle with starvation of those that

had returned to Mexico. It was exceedingly diffi-

cult to adjust for those who had been in Detroit

for any length of time. Humphrey lists some of

the individual cases of pressure placed upon Mexi-

can nationals, in some cases American citizens, to

return to Mexico and the lengths to which many went

to stay in Detroit.2 Most of those who remained

after the initial repatriation movement weathered  
the depression in Detroit and formed the nucleus

of the colony as the number increased again as a

result of wartime boom in the industries of the city.

 

1S. L. A. Marshall, "Bound for Old Mexico,”

The Detroit News, November 16, 1932.

2  
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The majority of Mexicans had come to the city

after the strong Americanization movement of the

First Worldxwar and, therefore, were not subjected

to or influenced by its pressures. Most immigrants

attended the night schools to help them earn citi-

zenship papers or to become familiar with the Eng-

lish language. The Mexican group had few incen-

tives along those lines. Those from Mexico had

little or no desire to become American citizens as

most had plans to return to Mexico in the future.

The table below shows this lack of interest in 
citizenship. Particularly revealing is the small

percentage who bothered to take out first papers.

Many of the Mexicans had been born in the United  
States Southwest and had acquired citizenship by

reason of birth. The night schools did little re-

program, and these peoples with little educational

heritage were not ones to seek out educational op-

portunity. Monsignor Kern, in speaking about the  
Mexican group, put it more succinctly when he said,

"We find it very difficult to get the adults whom

we want to come out to learn English to come...The

achievers, the one who wants to achieve, they'll

go to Cass Tech, they'll learn very rapidly and

they'll do a Job...The tendency of a Board of Educa—

. i

cruiting after the first strong Americanization

tion-—and this is a horrible generalization, it's

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIE:::;_____________m 
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TABLE 6.-—Citizenship status of entire populationa

 

 

 

 

 
 

Country # Un— # Not # # %

of birth known citi- first citi- citi- Total

zens Papers zens zens

U. S. White . 1809 875 418 594936 99.4 598038

U. s. Colored. 2662 165 97 78907 6.5 81831

Germany . . . 601 4121 4667 44838 82.6 54223

Ireland . . . 140 1101 1635 8127 73.8 11003

Switzerland' . 31 1 5 202 62 $0.2 1370

France . . . 64 3 0 438 1 40 7.6 2 22

Sweden . . . . 78 578 834 3004 66.8 4 94

Denmark . . . 40 321 425 1434 64.7 2220

Canada . . . . 1136 17519 12394 52636 62.9 83685

Netherlands . 40 400 674 1804 61.9 2918

Norway . . . . 178 175 325 1019 60.0 1697

Wales . . . . 72 205 226 717 58.8 1220

Australia . . 20 189 324 682 56.1 1215

England . . . 504 5462 8110 17874 56.0 31950

Russia . . . . 1057 9002 13510 25858 52.4 49427

Belgium . . . 171 1750 3528 5823 51.7 11272

Arabia . . . . 10 15 43 69 50.5 137

Finland . . . 124 808 859 1584 46.9 3375

Syria . . . . 60 855 1765 2375 46.9 5055

Austria . . . 613 3901 7099 9681 45.4 21294

Albania . . . 3 2 63 6 44.9 214

LatVia o o o o 79 77 128 4403 289

Czechoslovakia 138 965 1946 2265 42.7 5314

Scotland . . . 288 3804 6768 8007 42.5 18867

Portugal . . . 3 62 35 74 42.5 174

Hungary . . . 420 5034 7467 8735 40.3 21656

Lithuania . . 112 1476 2096 2456 40.0 6140

Poland . . . . 2490 28985 39835 43759 38.0 115069

West Indies . 15 195 97 l 8 35.3 475

Italy . . . . 939 11842 14869 14807 34.9 42457

Roumania . . . 455 1685 3071 2582 33.1 7793

Greece . . . . 132 1602 2316 1969 32.7 6019

Armenia . . . 77 1234 1251 1209 32.1 3771

Turkey . . . . 38 415 618 467 30.4 1538

Bulgaria . . . 32 251 357 273 29.5 923

. Japan , . . . 39 102 18 62 28.1 221

Jugoslavia . . 380 1646 3361 2047 28.0 7434

China . . . . 15 2 5 75 134 26.3 509

Unknown . . . 21546 1330 603 5313 18.4 28792

Spain . . . . 50 511 419 220 18.3 1200

Mexico . . . . 64 1449 163 270 13.2 1946

0 O O 1Malta . ‘ 69 271 1513 244 1 . 20%E

Grand tot 1 3 720 1112 2 l 591 9 9 51 Z . 12‘20

a

"The 1925 Detroit City Census," loc. cit., p. 18.

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlI---_____1__V
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not very scholarly—~the tendency of the Board of

Education is to say, 'We are for those who wish to

learn and, therefore, we're designed for the achiever'

—-but we in the community would rather it be designed

for the non-achiever, like the mother of six or the

mother of three."1

The Detroit public schools' adjustment to its

many immigrants was infrequently a conscious one.

There was seldom the money or the inclination to

adjust. The Mexicans, in contrast to some other

ethnic groups, were not willing to have their chil- 
dren travel long distances to attend special Enge

lish classes. As the immigrant groups became more

dispersed throughout the city, it became too expen-

sive to bring these classes into the neighborhood

schools of each of these groups. There are stories

of many of the immigrant children travelling long

distances to attend one of these schools, particu-

larly during one of the bus strikes. Three had

walked sixty-one, forty-four, and thirty-four

blocks, respectively, both ways to school before  
learning the American custom of "thumbing a ride."2

Fortunately one of the schools, the D. Heugh-

 

1Interview with M0nsign0r Clement H. Kern of

Holy Trinity Church, May 8, 1965.

2Detroit Board of Education, S ecial Forei n

Children Classes, Annual ReportI 1950-51 {Spec151 Edu—

cation Department, Detroit Public Schools, 1951).

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlll---________V
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ton--and in the past few years the nearby Franklin

Sch001-—which has had continuous special English

classes is located close to the majority of the

Mexican colony in Detroit. The special foreign

classes began in 1911 and have continued until the

present day. They are a direct result of immigrant

influence and, though the Mexican group was not in—

strumental in the start of these classes, it has

helped to make it necessary for them to remain in

existence.

The special classes for foreign children be-

gan as a branch of the adult education program, and

it is revealing that they remained a part of that

department for thirty—five years! In 1946 the pro—

gram was turned over to the special education de—

partment. No place is there any evidence of any

more than a minimum adjustment to foreign children.

It would seem that what little concern there was

for the foreigner by the Detroit school system was

reserved for the adult. Writing in 1952, one of_

the teachers in the special foreign classes reports:

"The special foreign classes have no planned cur-

riculum. None has been adopted by the Department

of Special Education or by the teachers of these

special classes...Books have been published for

adult classes, but many of these are advance or

outside the realm of younger children's vocabular-
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ies, experiences, and comprehensions. It is ob—

vious that much of the material for younger chil—

dren must be prepared by the teacher, and, although

success has been evident, the process is time-con-

suming and perhaps educationally unsound."l

One of the teachers noted that she had had

success using the Scott, Foresman basic readers with

the foreign children. It is interesting to note that

one of the other teachers, while travelling in Mexico,

found that this same reader was used in their schools

to teach Mexican children to learn English.2

In the sixteen years for which nationality re-

cords are available, 277 Mexicans have gone through

the special foreign children classes. This is approx-

imately 7% of the total of students who attended.

Corktown remains the center of the Mexican 001-

ony in Detroit, but there were Mexicans in 217 of the

437 census tracts in 1960. Those tracts with fifty

or more Mexicans are listed below. There are only

Six tracts with more than 10% Mexicans,
and these are

located in the Corktown area. Compared to the South-

west, there appears to be little prejudice
against

1Catherine
E. Potteiger,

"The Education of Non-

English Speaking Children?
Unpublished

Master's

dissertat
ion, Departmen

t of Special Education
, Wayne

State University,
p. 8.

2Special Foreign Children's
Classes, 10c. cit.
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TABLE 7.——Detroit census tracts with fifty or more

Mexicans 1960a

 
 

Tract Pop; Mex. % Mex. Tract Pop. Mex. % Mex.

 

 

Pop, Pop. Pop. Pep.

2 1209 135 11 59 4797 66 1

3 2122 254 12 60 7142 64 1

4 1138 138 12 61 5477 81 l

5 2878 419 15 65 2118 92 4

7 3610 602 17 66 4688 165 4

8 2255 290 13 67 5511 327 6

9 3468 125 4 68 4933 182 4

33 3376 91 3 69 3580 160 4

35 3101 79 3 70 4447 70 2

36 2838 81 3 71 3594 81 2

37 2116 58 3 72 1588 106 7

38 3897 50 l 73 2599 247 10

39 5545 177 3 74 1336 78 6

41 3936 86 2 75 6465 98 2

51 2032 60 3 76 5869 58 1

52 1970 61 3 101 2773 57 2

53 3705 193 5 103 4200 224 5

54 3971 198 5 122 3385 59 2

55 3935 56 1 357A 7389 60 l

56 1729 87 5

 

8.U. 8., Bureau of the Census, Eighteenth Census

of the United States: 1960. Population and Housing:

Census Tracts, pp. 20--51.

the Mexicans in the Detroit area. The better homes  
in Detroit are available to Mexicans, and this writer

has two Mexican friends, one a doctor, the other an

accountant, who recently bought homes in Grosse Pointe,

an affluent suburb of Detroit which has a reputation

of excluding minority groups.

The Mexican, like the Syrian, is mostly of the

Catholic faith. To complete the story, a study of

the immigrants' influence on the parochial schools

1;
 



 

 

\J..
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would indeed increase our knowledge of the intriguing

and dynamic legacy of cosmopolitan Detroit.

waever, the Mexican, like the Syrian, contrib-

uted his particular cultural heritage to the public

schools. The fact that he settled in a wide area

enlarged his influence.

The Mexican as an individual modifies the edu-

cational process. When the Mexican assumes leader-

ship in the classroom——becomes class president, par—

ticipates in a school talent assembly, succeeds in

athletics--he is teaching. He is implanting that

which is most consequential and sometimes most ardu—

ous, especially in a homogeneous setting: the con-

cept of judging an individual on the basis of his

unique contribution rather than his race, creed, or

color.

Mr. Chappell notes that some Mexicans entered

the city about November 1 following crop harvest,

and attendance officers had to see that the children

were enrolled in school, but he did not regard this

as a problem.1 Since late entry is disruptive to

classroom procedure, the influence of the Mexicans

under these circumstances was negative. The nega-

  

 

1Interview with Glenn Chappell, supervisor

Attendance Center, South District Detroit Public

Schools, June 3, 1965.
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tive influence would be most pronounced in the area

which could least afford it, the slums of the inner

city. Among the Mexican group the crime rate is low,1

and he has not been a troublemaker in the school set-

ting. The image of the Mexican in Detroit is a favor-

able one. Mr. Chappell points out that they give

”very little grief" to the public schools, and their

polite behavior contributes to that propitious image. 
The Detroit schools as an institution were not

drastically affected by any particular ethnic group

by itself, but the Mexicans, like other nationali—

ties, did influence the product of the public schools.

The Detroit schoolchild who sat next to and

knew a Mexican in school will be a more alert and

sensitive person as he visits Mexico in later years.

Education, being a continuous and expanding process,

is a result of diverse sources. The opportunity to

become acquainted with a variety of peoples and cul~

tures during life's most impressionable period, youth,

provides unusual opportunity for the sensitive stu-

dent to aid in his becoming a mature and sophisticated

adult.

 

l
Kern, loc. cit.
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CHAPTER VII

SUMMARY AND GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

Although this thesis might appear to be only

historical analysis, its pertinency will be recog-

nized by recent events in Hamtramck. Another un-

orthodox episode involving the school system has

emerged. This past spring (1965) occurred the

second organized strike of Hamtramck teachers. The

first, which took place in 19#3, may well have been

the first teacher strike in the nation. This recent

strike was bolder and perhaps more desperate, as it

defied the law of Michigan. The Hutchinson Act was

passed in 1947 to counter a threatened strike of

Detroit teachers in that year. The law provides that

any teacher who goes on strike automatically loses

his Job, pension, and seniority rights.

The union met with the school board six days

before the strike, and the result was a stalemate.

After that meeting, though a crisis was imminent,

"Supt. John E. Tishuck decided to stick with his

plans of going to Washington to attend the National

Chamber of Commerce convention and to make the rounds

193
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for Federal funds for the Hamtramck schols Es;g{l."l

He was still in Washington when the strike began but

did fly back the day of the strike.

Lynn Bartlett, State Superintendent of Public

Instruction, served as moderator in this bizarre

case which may have far—reaching consequences. In—

volved also was former Democratic governor John B.

Swainson. He, as district judge, delayed the pro-

ceedings in the hope that the Board and teachers

would negotiate.

The Detroit Free Press revealed that the 
Board was paying $12,000 a year to a public rela-

tions man; $7,500 to bus drivers; and $5,000 to

starting teachers with a Bachelor's degree.2 It

also noted that the Board was a unique group, con-

sisting of one member with a high school education

 and all others "dropouts." Without negotiations

the "glut" of high-paid clerks, bus drivers, and

custodians would have left Hamtramck with but 62%

of its budget for instructional purposes. The

state average is 70.1%.

Settlement was reached after four days of

negotiation. All seemed calm until Superintendent

 

l"Instructor’s Strike Bizarre Episode in School

History," The Citizen (Hamtramck), April 29, 1965,

p. 9.

2"No One Rates Applause in Hamtramck's Fiasco,"

Detroit Free Press, May 3, 1965, p. 8.  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllllll----_._____V
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Tishuck secured Board approval for eighteen_specif-

 

ic recommendations for the next school year. The

teachers felt that these recommendations were vin—

dictive and retaliatory.l They included 40- to 55—

minute increases in the school day for all teachers

(administrators too were put under a required time

schedule). In the high school teachers would be

required to teach six classes instead of five. Their

chief objection to this change was that this was not

the principals' recommendation. Class size in Ham-

tramck has not been large because of decreases in 
enrollment. Fourteen teachers who have resigned will

not be replaced for the reason of dwindling enroll—

ments. ‘

Another recommendation of Mr. Tishuck was to

"reduce the number of principals from six to four,

one each for the high school and Junior high school,

one for both Hblbrook and Dickinson elementary and

one for Kosciuszko and Pulaski elementary school."2  
Tishuck refused to divulge the names of the two

principals he would relocate. However, this writer

learned that the two who were to be removed were

the principal and assistant principal of Copernicus

Junior High School. They both received letters de-

 

1"Hamtramck Teachers Fight Changes; New Strike

Looms,"_The Citizen (Hamtramck), June 10, 1965, p. 1.

2Ibid.
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moting them to teachers. Mr. Jackson, principal of

Copernicus Junior High School, claimed that he and

his assistant were made "scapegoats" because the

strike had occurred in his building.1

Earlier in the year Mr. Jackson had been chosen

by his fellow administrators to represent them in

negotiations for better salaries. Mr. Jackson noted

that his assistant principal would actually have re—

ceived a fifty—dollar raise for being demoted tora

teacher if the present administrative salary sched—

ule were to remain in effect.   Mr. Jackson, too, appealed to Mr. Bartlett

for help, and he and his assistant were reinstated.

It appears that Mr. Tishuck's lack of administra-

tive experience has a tendency to alienate him from

his fellow administrators and teachers.

However, Hamtramck's educational record has

not been completely unsatisfactory. Fortunately,  under the direction of a superior superintendent,

Dr. Keyworth, Hamtramck's school system had been

an experiment in democratic living. Until his un—

timely death in 1936, he had led the school system

to nation—wide recognition and was rewarded for his

efforts by the people of Michigan when they elected

 

1Interview with Mr. Theodore Jackson, princi—

pal, Copernicus Junior High School, Hamtramck, Michi-

gan, June 30, 1965.
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him State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Unfortunately, he died before he had the opportu—

nity to serve in that capacity.

After his death the school system fell into

the hands of crass politicians, and the school

board soon brought shame and disrepute to the fine

school system. Graft, "kickbacks", and question-

able, if not dishonest, practices became common-

place. The present superintendent was involved in

an attempt to purchase a principalship for $800, though it was his claim that he was only trying to

"put the finger on" dishonest board members.

' Though Hamtramck is a Polish city, it is small.

The Polish settled in much greater numbers in De?

troit. The growing auto industry induced these in-

dustrious workers to settle in the city. Living in

ghettos, they presented problems to the schools.

The teachers and counselors needed to learn Polish

to be effective with parents in the community. If

they did not, misunderstandings often arose. Nor

were the Polish the only immigrants to enter the

city. Detroit is perhaps the most cosmopolitan of

all major cities.

Detroit’s origin is French, andit has grown

to be the largest city of French origin outside of

Paris. The city is no longer French though it main-

tains many early French names and some of the heri-  
IlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllll---______VV_
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tags. The French influence dominated Detroit,

founded by Antoine de la Mbthe Cadillac in 1701,

through the early part of thenineteenth century.

German and Irish immigrants began to enter the city

in the 1830's, and by 1850 they constituted 62% of

the foreign—born in the city and 29% of the total

population.

The third chapter traces the influx of Ger-

mans and relates their part in the development of

the schools. District schools were begun as early

as1838. These schools were not too successful and 
were discontinued at the end of the year in 1841.

A free public school act in 1842 marked the begin-

ning of the public school system as we know it.

Evening schools were begun in 1875 and became the

means by which those immigrants who were so in—

clined could learn the English language.

The evening schools provided perhaps the only

concerted effort by the schools to reach its for—

eign residents. For the most part, the schools

took the city's foreign population for granted,

placing the children in the regular school program

unless their language problems were so pronounced

that they were unable to function at all in the

classroom. If that was the case, the student was

sent to a special foreign children's class until

he gained some facility with the language. Usually  
IlIIlIIIIIIIIIII'll-ll-III-I--——_____
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he remained in these special classes only a semester

or at the most a year, and then he was returned to

his neighborhood school and placed in the regular

program.

Except for a brief period, the evening schools

sought only to serve those foreigners who had the de-

sire and knowledge to seek them out. However, with

the threat of World War I upon it, the city began to

worry about the many aliens in its midst, and a cone

certed drive to Americanize the immigrant was begun.

The schools were highly successful in their 
campaign, and the foreigners flocked into the night

schools. After the initial burst of enthusiasm,

when there was a 167% increase in enrollment in the

foreign-born evening elementary schools in 1915,

the enrollment fell off 85% in 1916. By 1917 the

enrollment of the foreign-born dropped to almost

none. The foreign-born entered the evening schools

again in the 1920's, but because of a personal de—

sire for improvement rather than any concerted ef-  
fort on the part of the schools to enroll them.

The Germans in particular suffered persecu—

tion during the First World War and to some extent

during the Second as well. At the time of the First

World War a large share of the population of Detroit

was German in origin. An attempt to remove German

names from the schools of the city failed, probably  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'll-Illlll---_______V
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because of the political power of the German popu-

lace. The German influence upon Detroit education

was significant; gymnasium, kindergarten, and the

authoritarian administrative structure of the schools

were all derived from them.

The influence of the Syrians and Mexicans was

not as great as that of the Germans and the Poles,

but they too contributed, particularly in the tenu—

ous area of amalgamation. The heritage of the peo—

ple from these two countries was unique from the

more familiar northern European Germans and the

 Slavic Poles. The Syrians arrived in Detroit around

1900 and for the most part were Catholic, though a

large number of Moslems settled in Highland Park,

a suburb surrounded by Detroit. The Mbslems in

particular are of interest because of their con-

trasting culture and religion. They did not estab-

lish their own schools and, therefore, attended the

public schools almost exclusively. It is interest-  ing to note that the influence of American culture

was strong enough to overcome their apathy to edu-

cation, and most of them encouraged their children

to obtain as much education as possible.

The Mexican was apt to return to his own coun-

try when economic conditions were unfavorable, but

he usually returned finding that his American ex-

perience made it difficult to adjust to his native

—V
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country. In Detroit he found it easy to settle

where his economic condition would permit. His

Indian and Spanish heritage were contributed to

amalgamation in many areas of the city though, for

the most part, his unskilled labor would not bring

him a wage suitable to reside in areas much above

the slum level. The greater share settled in the

old Corktown area, the original home of the Irish.

The four groups studied in detail were not

necessarily the largest or most influential upon

the schools, though the Poles and the Germans were

the sizable groups. Italy has sent a large number

of her people to Detroit, and this group continues

to increase. There is a multitude of Russians and

Hungarians in the city, and these too have had an

influence upon the schools. The story is not com-

plete without all groups being considered, as each

 did contribute to the education of Detroiters.

Nowhere in the Detroit area has one ethnic

group found it possible to dominate the schools to

the extent of the Poles in Hamtramck. As far as

the influence of ethnic groups in Detroit, they were

more apt to be left out rather than to dominate school

policy. In some ways this worked to the advantage of

the immigrant in that he was forced to learn American

ways. There were also many excellent teachers and

counselors in the Detroit schools who worked closely  —,
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with the individual immigrant students.

The results of this study elucidate the one

most important influence of the immigrants, enrich—

ment. They enriched and extended the background of

each other and their fellow students. That is not to

say that the immigrants became one or will ever become

one as suggested by the melting pot myth.l Detroit

remains a city of ethnic, political, religious, and

economic groups. A study of the effect the schools

had on realignment or solidification of groups would

also make a commendable contribution.

In the response of the schools to the ethnic

groups studied in this thesis there is little evi-

dence that there was any need to respond to organized

leadership of the various groups. This is in contrast

to the pressure that the leadership of Negro groups

are exerting on the superintendent and the Board.

Since prejudice existed toward most immigrant groups

at one time or another, perhaps the lack of organized

protest is an anomaly that might be investigated.

 

lNathan Glazer and Daniel Patrick MOynihan in

Beyond the Melting Pot (Cambridge: The M. I. T. Press

and Harvard University Press, 1963), a study of immi-

grant groups in New York City, explode the myth of

the melting pot. In this writer's opinion the United

States has been an historical entity too short a time

to refute or confirm the myth.
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APPENDIX-

TABLE 8.--Distribution of nationalities of pupils in

the Detroit public schools in 1920 & 1921a

 
!___:I-

 

 

   

1920 "1921

'NO. ' fl N00

U. 3. white . . 60036 50.56 59965 46.50

Poland . . . . . 9430 7.94 11907 9.23

Huesia . . . . . 7760 .54 9205 7.13

Canada . . . . . 6979 5.88 8385 6.50

Italy“ . . . . . 4992 4.21 6218 4.82

Germany . . . . 5578 4.72 5775 4.47

Colored . . . . 5436 4.58 5680 4.40

'England . . . ; 3831 3.23 4068 3.15

Hungary . . . . 2786 2.35 3213 2&49

Austria . . t 3 1479 1.25 2355 1.82

Scotland . . . . 1317 1.11 1672 1.29

Belgium . . . . 942 0.79 1356 1.05

Jugoslavia . . . 475 0.40 1254 0.97

Roumania . . . . 852 0.72 1075 0.83

Lithuania . . . 917 0.77 979 0t75

Czechoslovak a . 1143 0.96 7851 0.60

Ireland . . . . 681 0.57 721 0.55

Sweden . o . . . 514 0.43 624 0.48

'Ukraine . . . o 587 0.49 614 0.47

Armenia . . . 5 553 0.47 522 0.39

Finland . . . . 391 0.33 427 0.33

Netherlands” . . 357 0.30 420 0.32

France . . . . . 463 0.39 381 0.29

Greece 0 o o o o 2&0 0.20 321-‘- 0.25

Denmark . . . . 242 0.20 279 0.21

Norway . . . . . 168 0.14 195 0.15

Switzerland . . 153 0.13 169 0.13

Turkey 0 o o 6 o 59 0.05 86 0.09

Bulgaria . . . . 17 0.01 59 0.04

Lat-{Via o o o a o 61 0005 54 0004‘

'Malta . . . . . 39 0.03 47 0.04

'Mexico . . . . . 69 0.06 37 0.02

Spain . . . . . 38 0.03 37 0.02

China . . . . . 34 0.03 36 0.03

UnClassified . . 50 0.05 26 0.02

Japan . . . 4 . 1 0.01 14 0301

Australia . é . 37 0.03 10 0.01

Portugal . . . . l 0.01 ' 0.01

- ITE?08* ‘100%”‘ ~ ‘128982
 

aResearch Bulletin no. 7, 100. cit.
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TABLE 9.-—Distribution by nationalities 1920a

AUSTRIA

The larger group of Austrians appears in two dis-

tricts. The majority are on the east side of Hastings

north of Gratiot, extending eastward to the city limits.

The second large group is west of Twelfth and north of

Fort St. Their distribution by schools is:

 

Garfield . .104 Lyster . . . 25 Greenfield Pk. 16

Clippert . . 59 Logan . . . . 24 Maybee . . . l5

Davison . . . 54 Marxhausen . 21 Rose . . . . 15

Philip . . . 51 McKinstry . . l9 Lingemann . . 13

Lyon . . . . 36 Newberry . . 2O Carpenter Anx l2

Trowbridge . 34 Breitmeyer . 18 Alger . . . . 12

Bishop . . . 33 Farrand . . . 18 St. Clair . . l2

Ellis . . . . 33 Longfellow . 18 Campbell . . 11

Dwyer . . . . 32 Sampson . . . 18 Morley . . . ll

Hanneman . . 32 Howe . . . . 17 Stephens . . ll

Hely . . . . 32 O. W. Holmes. 17 Fairbanks . . 10

Moore . . . . 3O Campau . . . l6 Greusel . . . 10

Russell . . . 3O Columbian . . 16 Majeske . . . 10

Lincoln . . . 27 Craft . . . . 16 Pingree . . . lo

BELGIUM

The Belgian colony is east of Mt. Elliott and,

except in the neighborhood of the Bellevue school, is

largely north of Kercheval, extending eastward to the

city limits. Their grouping by schools is:

Hutchinson 0139 Carstens . . 41 Davison . . . l3

Bellevue . .101 Nichols . . . 35 Monteith . . 12

Scripps . . . 65 Marxhausen . 31 Berry . . . . ll

Pingree . . g 62 Hobmes, A. L. 24 van Dyke . . 10

St. Clair . . 58 Stephens . . 18

CANADA

The Canadians are distributed fairly even

throughout the city although the predominating group

appears to circle the Northwestern field area. The

exception to this is the Franklin. The Canadian dis—

tribution is:

Angell . . .174 Thirkell . .124 Sampson . . . 98

Franklin . .147 Marr . . . .116 Columbian . . 97

Goldberg . .144 McGraw . . .111 Crosman . . . 93

Fairbanks . .130 Hancock . . .102 Owen . . . . 92

IIIIIIIIIIIIII'll-IIIIIIII---—_____V
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CANADA-continued

Longfellow
. 9O Lingemann . . 54 Burton . . . 25

Field . . . . 89 Stephens . . 53 Chaney . . ; 25

Jefferson . . 86 Breitmeyer
. 52 Smith . . . . 25

Webster . . . 81 Marcy . . . 5O Farrand . . . 25

Estabrook
. . 80 Jones . . . 49 Hutchinson

. 25

Howe . . . . 79 Keating . . 48 Sill . . . 23

Houghton
. . 78 Preston . . ‘ 48 Davison . . 22

Carstens
. . 73 Ravenswood

48 Newberry
. 22

Chandler
. . 73 Moore . . 47 Parke . . . 22

Greenfie
ld Pk 72 Van Dyke

Hillger
. . 72 Pitcher

.

' 46 Greenfield
Un 18

Tappan
. . 72 Rose . .

:

 

Tilden . . . 72 Cary . . .
. l7

Doty . . . . 71 St. Clair . 41 Carpenter
Anx 16

Bellevue
. . 70 Clay . . . 40 Clippert

. . 16

Marxhausen
. 69 Alger . . . 38 Lonyo . . . . 16

Kennedy
. . . 68 Craft . . . 38 Firnane

. . . 15

Amos . . . . 66 Beard . . . 37 Campau
. . . 14

Wilson
. . . 66 Thomas

. . 37 Garfield
. . l3

Lillibridg
e . 65 McKinley

. 36 Trowbridge
. 13

Irving
. . . 63 McKinstry

. 36 Philip
. . . 12

Lynch . . . . 63 Ruthruff&A
nx. 36 Russell

. . . 12

Monteith
. . 63 Hubbard

. . . 35 Washington
. 12

Wingert . . . 62 Berry . . . . 34 Barstow . . . 10

Harms . . . . 6O Dickinson
. . 33 Brownson

. . lo

Maybury
. . . 6O Grayling

. . 32 Campbell_
. . 10

Ives
. . . . 59

Willi-
alas

o d 31
DWy'eI‘

o o o o lo

Gillies
. . . 57 Hanneman

. . 29 Majeske
. . . 10

Hely . . . . 56 Holmes,
0. W. 29 McMillan

. . 10

Pingree
. . . 56 Higgins

. . . 28 Morley
. . . lO

Scripps
. . . 56 Harris

. . . 26 Turner
& Anx. 10

Bennett
. . . 55 Hblmes, A- L. 26

CZECHOSL
OVAKIA  

The Czecho
slovak

s are distri
buted

over a large

area with the larger
number

s surrou
nding

the Morley
,

Hannem
an, Clippe

rt, McKins
try and Logan

school
s on the

west
side,

the Hely,
Russel

l, Carpen
ter,

Daviso
n and

Greuse
l on the east side.

This nation
ality

follow
s:

Hely . . . . 5o Pitcher
. . . 29 Lonyo . . . . 12

Logan
. . . . 49 Lincoln

. . . 28 Newberr
y . . 1

Russell
. . . 48 Carpent

er Anx 25 Farrand
. . . l4

McKinst
ry . . 46 Moore

. . . . 23 Parke
. . . . l3

Clipper
t . . 42 Carpent

er . . 22 Holmes,
0. W. 13

Hannem
an

. . 35 Daviso
n . . . 22 Garfie

ld . . l2

Morley
. . . 33 Greenf

ield
Pk 19 8111

. . . . 12

Greuse
l . . . 33 Sampso

n . . . l9 Lyster
. . . 11

Craft . . . . 31 Potter
. . . 18 Columbia

n . . 10

Lyon
. . . . 30 Chaney

. . . l6 Nichols
. . . 10
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GERMANY

The Germans have been pushed eastward and they

appear in larger numbers east of Mt. Elliott and gen-

erally north of Mack Avenue. There is a fair scatter—

ing upon the west side, particularly
near the Clippert

school. The distribution
is:

Marxhausen
.132 Beard . . 52 Majeske . . . 25

  

Hely
° 0 0 Cl 3 Harms

o o o a 52 MCGI‘aW
o o o 23

Hillger . . .120 Thomas . . . 51 Carpenter Anx 23

Stephens . .118 Parke . . . . 51 Fairbanks . . 22

Clippert . .114 Gary . . . . 48 Thirkell . . 20

Williams'
. .106 McKinstry . . 44 Scripps . . . 20

Rose . . . . 96 Lyon . . . . 44 Garfield . . 20

Chandler
. . 95 Lynch . . . . 43 Breitmeyer

. 18

Hutchinson
; 95 Howe . . . . 43 Moore . . . . 18

Greusel . . . 94 Campau . . . 41 Longfellow
. 18

Ellis . . . . 81 Amos . . . . 40 George . . . l8

Columbian
. . 77 Lillibrid

ge . 39 Lingemann
. . 17

Wilson . . . 76 Pierce . . . 38 Grayling
. . 17

St. Clair . . 75 van Dyke . . 37 Duffield
. . 17

Harris . . . 74 Newberry
. . 37 Hubbard . . . 16

Smith . . . . 73 Lonyo . . . . 36 Bishop . . . 16

Higgins . . . 71 Bennett . . . 35 Potter . . - 14

Hanneman . . 7O Carstens . . 35 Tappan . . g 14

Pingree , , , 70 Angell . . . 35 Ravenswood
. l4

Sampson . . . 69 Bellevue . . 34 Houghton' . - 14

Jones . . . . 67 Field . . . . 34 Greenfield
Pk 14

Marcy . . . . 66 Channing
. . 34 Doty . . . . 14

Kennedy . . . 64 Craft . . . . 32 Carpenter - g 14

Webster . . . 61 Morley . . . 31 Irving - - . 13

Holmes, A. L. 60 Berry . . . . 30 Brownson . - 13

Campbell
. . 57 Goldberg

. . 29 Marxhausen
Anx 13

3111 . . . . 56 Keating . . . 29 Franklin
. . 12

Gillies
. . . 56 Pitcher . . . 28 Norvell Elem. 11

DaVison
o o o 56 Wingert

° ’ ° 27 MOMj'lla
nv . O 11

Lyster
. , , 54 Maybury

. . . 27 Hancock . . . ll

Nichols . . . 54 Ives . 9 - - 26 Bacon ' 9 ' ' ié

Holmes, 0. W. 54 Marr . . . - 26 Dwyer - ' ° '

0 U
1

U
0

Johnston .

HUNGARY

‘

‘ large
settle

ments.

The Hungar
ians

form
two fairly

The largest
is west of Clark and south of ForttSX

. The

second
is east of Dequin

dre and north
of Fores

ve.

M rxhause
n . 76 Mbore . . . . 41

g:¥;11a
n 5 .283 Higgins

. . . 8 Bellefo
ntaine

3g

Morley.
. . .247 Roulo . . . . 51 Wilson . . . 29

Garfiel
d . °104 Carpent

er Anx 44 Gillies
. . . 27

Davison
. .

Lincoln
. . . 41 Stephen

s . .
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HUNGARY-Continued

Duffield
27 Johnston . 16 Barstow . .

Hanneman . . 26 Firnane . . . 14 Clippert . . 11

Bennett . . . 23 Pitcher . . . 14 Hutchinson . 11

Beard . . . . 23 Trowbridge
. 14 Harris . . . ll

Sampson . . . 21 Longfellow
. 13 Holmes, 0. W. 11

Brownson
. . 2O Maybee . . . l3 Lingemann

. . 11

Bishop . . . 20 Smith . . . . 13 Palmer . . . 11

Hely . . . . 19 Chaney . . . 12 Roberts . . . ll

Lonyo . . . . 19 Greusel . . . l2 Wingert . . . ll

Lynch . . . . 18 George . . . l2 Lillibridge
. 10

Chandler
. . 17 Russell . . . l2 Maybury . . . 10

Greenfield
Pk 17 Alger . . . . ll Potter . . . 10

IRELAND

The majority
of the Irish are widely scattere

d

on the west side. Their distribu
tion is:

12 Tilden . .

12 Williams
.

l2 Hanneman
.

Bellevue
. . 21 Angell

. .
.

Z 12 Longfello
w . 11

Webster
. . . l9 Cary . .

Greenfie
ld Pk 17 Columbia

n

Stephens
. . 16 Goldberg

.

. 12 Breitmey
er

l2 Lillibr
idge

l2 McGraw
. .

Frankli
n . . 15 Hely . .

Lingemann
. . 15 Philip .

Lynch . . . . 13 Pierce
.

 
ITALY

The Italia
ns are settle

d east of Woodwar
d, north

of Jeffers
on, as far east as the Boulevar

d, and south

of the north
Boulev

ard.
There

are scatte
ring groups

further
east and on the west side. Their distribu

tion

is:  
Russell

. . .446 Chandle
r . . 72 Carpente

r . . l5

Barstow
. . .321 Moore . . . . 68 Carstens

. . 15

Campbel
l . .314 Maybee

. . . 62 Howe . . . . i

Duffiel
d . .287 Hutchin

son . 6O Hely . . . . 14

Dwyer
. . . . l Greenfi

eld Pk 55 Jefferso
n . . 14

Holmes,
A. L.223

Pingree
. . . 53 Bacon . . . . 14

Jackson
. . .203 Smith . . . . 52 Grayling

. . 1

George
. . .203 Longfel

low
. 49 Lingema

nn . . 13

Everett
. . .188 McMillan

. . 47 Breitmeye
r; . 12

Brownso
n . .165 Carpent

er Anx 42 Kennedy
. . . 11

Marxhaus
en .140 Cary . . . . 41 Greusel

. . . ll

Daviso
n . . . 2 Harris

. . . 32 Frankl
in . . ll

Firnane
. . .110 Lillibr

idge . 32 Jones . . . . 10

Clinton
. . . 99 Hillger

. . . 24 Lincoln
. . . 10

Johnston
. . 96 St. Clair . . 24 Pitcher

. . . lO

Bellevu
e . . 86 Stephen

s . . 24 Houghto
n . . 10

Bishop
. . . 85 Campau

. . . 18 Mageske
. . . 10

Capron
. . . 74 Norvell

Elem.
17 Nlcho

s . . .
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LITHUANIA

The larger number of Lithuanians
are grouped on

the east side around the Davison, Maybee and Dwyer

schools.

Craft . . . . 96 Russell . . . 30 Wilson . . . l4

Maybee . . . 66 Carpenter Anx 29 Alger . . . . l3

Dwyer . . . . 45 Higgins . . . 28 Chaney . . . 13

Moore . . . . 41 Lincoln . . . 20 Columbian . . l3

Morley . . . 36 Farrand . . . l9 Potter . . . 13

Davison . . . 33 Clippert
. . l9 Hubbard . . . 11

Bishop . . . 31 Carpenter . . 17 Gary . . . . 10

POLAND

The heavy Polish settlemen
ts are east of Woodward,

north of Gratiot
and Mack, extending

north and east to

the city limits;
the second large grouping

is west of

Twelfth,
north of Fort and south of the Boulevard.

This

grouping
by schools

follows:

  

Carpenter
. .712 George . . .113 Roberts . . . 28

Majeske
. . .524 Garfield

. .109 Leland
. . . 22

Ferry . . . .495 Potter
. . . 86 Thomas

. . . 2O

Ellis . . . .451 Alger . . . . 85 Pitcher
. . . 2O

Greusel
. . .387 Trowbridg

e . 72 Fairbanks
. . 2O

Clipper
t . .336 Williams

. . 7O Hillger
. . . 17

Parke . . o .335 Maybee . . . 64 Hutchinsonr
. l6

Newberry
. .293 Lonyo . . . . 61 Capron

. . . l6

Campau . . .271 Columbian
. . 61 Wilson . . . 15

Davison
. . .266 Stephens

. . 56 Marxhause
n . 15

Bishop
. . .258 Holmes,

0. W. 46 Goldberg,
Deaf

l4

Morley
. . .240 Holmes,

A. L. 46 Gillies
. . . 13

Lyon . . . .240 Farrand
. . . 44 Marcy . . . . 13

Logan . . . .236 Sampson
. . . 38 Harms . . . . 13

Moore . . . .234 Craft . . . . 38 Crosman
. . . l3

Dwyer . . . .232 Chaney
. . . 37 Washingto

n . 12

Sill
. . . .201

Breitmey
er

. 37 Plngree
. . . 12

Hanneman
. .196 McKinstry

. . 36 Chandler
. . 11

Russell
. . .191 Rose . . . . 35 Bellevue

. - 1%

Hely
. . . .184 Lynch

. . . . 35 Greenfiel
d Un 10

Lincoln
. . .166 Pierce

A. . . 33 giggigt
. . . 10

L ster . . .159 Lyster
nx. .

. . .

Cirpenter
Anxl36

Amos
. . . . 29 Greenfiel

d Pk 10

Campbell
. .11

ROUMAN
IA

The Rouman
ians are practi

cally
all on the east

side.

Garfield
. .114

Lincoln
. . . 81 Mooreli

. . . 24

Davison
. . .lol Bishop

. . . 74 Russe
. . .
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ROUMmNIA-Continued

Carpenter Anx 47 maybee ; g g 23 Bellevue . .

Firnane . e + 30 Duffie1d_ . ; 14 George 4 . 4 11

Jackson . i . 25 Dwyer 5 . . . l4 Barstow . . .

RUSSIA

The heavy Russian settlemen
ts are east of Wood—

“ward, north.of
Gratiot and Mack to the city limits.

There is also a fair scatterin
g on the west side. The

distribut
ion is:

 
 

Garfield
. 4853 Clippert

. § 38 Hillger
, , o 15

‘Maybee 4 4 ;474 Morley . , 9 35 McGraw . . . 14

Lincoln . g ;472 Thirkell
, . 34 Lyster . . . 14

Bishop
4 ; g465 Doty ; . , , 33 Johnston

. . 14

‘Moore ; ; ; .440 Greusel
; . g 30 Holmes,

O._Wi 13

Dwyer . 4 4 4353 Hanneman‘
. , 30 Chandler

. . 13

Russell
. . .338 Parke . i . . 3O Amos . . . , l3

Trowbrid
ge .258 Carpenter

Anx 29 Wingert
. . . 12

IFarrand
. ; ;227 Jefferson

. , 28 Thomas. , , . 12

George . g ;198 Columbian
, 9 28 Poe . . , . , 12

Breitmeyer
.139 Hely . . . . 26 Lyon . . . . 12

Alger . . ; ;12O Majeske
. . , 26 Lillibridg

e , l2

Sampson
. . 5 84 Campbell‘

. g 25 Keating . . . 12

iFairbanks
. ; 80 Angell . . . 25 Hutchinson

. 12

Newberry'
. ; 68 Plngree . . . 23 Higgins , . . 12

Irving
. ; . 62 Houghton

. 9 21 Campau
. . . 12

Rose . . . 4 58 Stephens
é . 20 Burton . . . l2

Capron
. ; ; 56 Longfello

w . 19 St. Clair . . ll

Craft . . g . 55 Chaney
. . . 19 Smith . . . . ll

Ellis
. . . . 48 Owen

o o o o 17 Harris
0 o o 11

Palmer
. g g 47 Goldberg

e é 17 Brownson
. . 10

Carpente
r . ; 45 Cary . . l . 17 Carstens

. . 10

‘Washington
. 41 Franklin

. . 16 Wilson . . . 10

Logan . 4 . 5 41 Greenfiel
d Pk 16 Tappan

. . . 10

Crosman . V . 40 Williams
. . 15 8111 . . . - 10

Roberts
. ; ; 39 Tilden

. . . l5 Lingemann
. . 10

 

   
 

 
.7

 
F—

aDetroi
t Educati

onal Bulleti
n no. 3, Researc

h

Bullet
in, Decembe

r, 1920,
pp. 1 -2 ;
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TABLE 10.--Three or more year retardation by national-

ities in the Detroit public schools 1920a

(kindergarten through 8A)

 

 

 

 
 

Membership No. re— % retar-

tarded dation

Scotland . . . . . 1,15 22 1.90

U. S. white . . .49,17 1,041 2.12

England 9 o o o o 3:270 75 2029

Russia . . . . . . 6,391 150 2.3

Canada . . . . . . 5,864 142 2.42

Switzerland . . . 122 3 *2.46

Turkey 0 o o o o o 53 3 *5.67

Ukraine . . . . o 539 15 ~2-78

Denmark . . . . . 214 6 2.80

Holland . . . . . 312 9 2.88

Sweden . . . . . . 431 13 3.02

Lithuania . . . . 850 26 3.06

Norway 0 o a o o o lLI'8 5 3‘38

Ireland 0 o o c n 561 19 302%

Germany 0 o o o 0 4,622 161 *3"

Latv1a o o o o o o 56 2 3.2.5

Austria I o o o e 1,303 48 “2°14

Czechoslovakia . . 1,014 42 4. 1

France . . . . . . 371 15 4°34

Hungary 0 o o_ o 0_ 2.9602 113 4.g7

Finland ... . . . 342 5'19

Jugoslavia . . . . 443 E3 5’22

Roumania . o . . . 765 g 6.85

Armenia . . . . . 525 3 '33

Italy 0 o o o 0 0 4,711 345 7°48

Greece a o a o o c 2%.; lg ;:68

classifie . . .

ggland I o o a 0 0 83587 760 4612:22

Australia . . . . 32 5 *14.28

gglglilum. I I Z . . 887 13?3 . 1716)?

U S. colored . . 4,916 83 *25'00

Malta . . o . & . is a *26130

132122. : : : . -. . $3 13 :2333
Bulgaria 0 o a o - 5 1(- 0.00

Hawaiétatisticall§
not reliable on account of the

small number of cases.

aIbid., 6.
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TABLE 11.-—Detroit nationalities distribution 1925a

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Country of birth . Number Per cent

U. 3. white . . g . . . . . 598041 48.15

POIand o c '. o o g o c g 0' 115069 9.26

Canada 4 . . . . e o . é a 83585 6.74

U.‘S° colored . . . . . . . 81831 6.59

Germany . . . . a . 9 . a . 54223 4.37

RuSSia o e '. o o o o t o_ o 49427 3098

Italy I o o o o o o o o 6 o 421457 3042

England . . . . . . . . . ; 31949 2;57

Unknown 0 o o o o o o o 6 o 28792 2032

Hungary . . . . . . . . . . 21655 1.74

Austria . . g . . . o . '. . 21294 1.71

Scotland 0 o o o o o a o 6 18867 1052

BelgiIJ-m o o o o o I u o o a 11272 091

Ireland. a o o o u o o O O 9 11003 .89 ’1

Romania 0 o I o o o a o a 7793 °63

Jugoslavia' . . . o . . . e 7434 .50

Lithuania . . . . . g . . ; 6140 .49

Greece .......... 6019 -4

Czechoslovakia . . . . t 4 5314 .43

Syriac-060.006.00- 5053 .111

sweden o o o o a o e s o o #494 ’36

Armenia . . 4 . . . . . . . 3771 -30

Finland 0 o a a o o o 6 e o 3375 '27

Netherlands . o . . . . o o 2918 «23

France . . . . . . . . . . 2722 .22

Denmark . . . . . . . . . . 2220 .18

Maltacoooooeoooi 2097 ‘17

MeXiCO o 0 o 6 o o o o 6 a 19146 015

Norway 0 o a a o e o 0 C O 1697 ’14

Turkey . . . . . é . . Q . 1538 -12

Switzerland . . . 4 3 . e 4 1370 .11

WaleS........'..’. 1220 .10

Australia . 1 . . . . . . . 1215 .10

Spain..$.§.';....1200 ~10

Bulgaria . . . . .' . . .‘ . 923 .08

Chinaooooooocofo 509 ‘04

West Indies ; ; . . . Q . . 475 ~04

LatVia Igaooooooo 289 '02

Japanooec;;ooooo 22]- '02

Albania-0.0000000 214 .02

Portugal . . . . é . . o . i74 -8%

Arabiaoooooooooc °

'Totals I2E20§£ ' ~EUETUU

 

a"The 1925 Detroit City Census," op. cit., 14.
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