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ABSTRACT
RESPONSE OF DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TO IMMIGRANT GROUPS

By Loren H. Houtman

Detroit, founded in 1701 by Antoine de la
Mothe Cadillac, has been settled by peoples from
nearly every region of the world. As this myriad
of nationalities arrived, they founded schools and
vastly affected the schools in existence., This
thesis suggests that they had a vast and lasting
influence on the public schools of the city.

The method used to test the thesis was a
thorough examination of school records, Board of
Education reports, newspapers and interviews.
Census reports, histories of the city and schools,
histories of varying immigrant groups were also
examined,

It was the automobile that brought a major-
1ty of the peoples into the city to work in the
factories of it and related industries. But the
Irish, Scots and Germans came earlier and were well
established by the time the newer immigrants came
to the burgeoning city at the turn of the century.

As the story unfolds into the twentieth cen-
tury, there are as many as fifty or sixty different

1an€uages spoken in the homes of the students of
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the public schools. These students change the
schools and they change each other, contributing
to a new and unique individual, a tough, hard-
working individual who likes to make and build like
the city of which he is the most important product.

To further elucldate the thesis, four groups
are studied in detail. The Germans, who first came
into the city in the 1830's, were hard-working farm-
ers who had little need for formal schooling, but
who did contribute to the establishment of free pub-
lic schools in the 1840's, Their pragmatic nature
helped the schools aveid too strong an emphasis on
theoretical learning.

The Polish are of particular interest in that
they settled in such numbers in a small city sur-
rounded by Detroit that they were able to completely
control the government and school system of that
city. The results of such control were and are dis-
astrous though the city government of Hamtramck shows
signs of settling into a more dignified pattern.

The Syrians and Mexicans who have come into
the city after 1900 have presented problems, but
have done their part to educate and thereby change
the public schools and their all-important product,
the mature, sophisticated individual. The Syrians
brought with them the mysteries and intrigue of the

Near East, Though they came more unprepared to
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function 1n a western soclety, they adjusted with re-
markable speed to American ways and American 1deals
of education,

The Mexican has a reputation as a wanderer,
and such was the case wlth the majority that settled
in Detroit. There was a nucleus that remalned in
the city of cars tendlng to 1ts industries and not
returning to Mexico at each recession, but these
were few in number. The schools found it necessary
to adJuSt to frequent late entry as these people
often entered the city in late fall,

The thesls with 1ts appendix includes tables
which further tell the story in numbers of the
foreign;born and thelr influence upon the schools.
In the second chapter is an account of one of the
larger and most effective Americanization programs
carrled out by the schools of the nation as a re-
sult of the First World War. The early history of
the Detroit public schools 1s also included, most-
ly in Chapter I.






RESPONSE OF DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TO IMMIGRANT GROUPS

By

(B
N
'R

Loren H?'Houtman

A THESIS

Submitted to

Michigan State University
in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Department of Socilal-Philosophilc
Foundatlons of Education

1965













PREFACE

Detroit is symbolized by the automobile, There
could be no more fitting symbol. The city 1s charac-
terized by movement--movement of people in and out of
the city. Nothing remailns static., The mobility is
up as well as away, and as soon as one person moves
on another moves in to repeat the cycle. Before each
leaves, he 1s changed by the city, but he too does
some changing. This study is concerned with the chang-
es he has wrought on one of the institutions of the
city, the public school.

There has been no attempt to exhaust the sub-
Ject, and perhaps more questions have been raised than
answered by this study. The opportunities for addi-
tional study and research are many. It would be in-
teresting and enlightening to compare Detroit's ex-
perlence with that of comparable cities. Histories
of the various immigrant groups in the city are al-
most non-existent, and these too would be valuable,
A study of the contrasts and similarities of the
older immigrant groups from Europe with the more
recent groups from the West Indies and our own South
would be of considerable aid to the public schools.
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What has been accomplished by this thesis is to
gather a vast amount of information about immigrants
and the public schools, which will hopefully serve
as a basis for further research.

The purpose of the study is to tell a story,
a story of a constant influx of people who spoke
another language and had a diversity of social and
cultural backgrounds, and to reveal how the public
schools adapted to them.

Nor is the story ended. People continue their
peregrination., The city has taken a rough and ap-
parently unassimilable material, formed it into an
educated gentleman in a few generations, and pushed
it into the suburbs, the prototype of middle-class
respectability. Will it be able to do the same with
1ts latest immigrant who has pigmentation rather
than accent to overcome? Though it is but conjecture,
this writer believes that the city will succeed.

In the first two chapters an overview is given
of the immigrants entering the city and the schools
that served them., For more extensive study four
groups were then chosen, each for a chapter. The
choice of the German, Polish, Syrian, and Mexican
groups was an attempt to secure a representative
sampling of the groups that came to the city.

The Germans were one of the first large groups

1ii
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to enter the clty and were mostly Protestant. They
were subjected to the rigors of prejudice as our
enemies during two world wars. At the turn of the
century the city was so overwhelmed with the Polish
influx that the Poles soon dominated all ethnic
groups in the city. Thelr most bountiful entry
paralleled the development of the automobile. Many
of these people were Catholic, though a large share
were also Jewish., The mysteries and intrigue of
the Middle East were brought to Detroit by sundry
Syrians who continue to immigrate into the city from
other parts of the nation. Though the majority of
the Syrians coming to Detrolt don't represent the

Middle East in religion, other characteristics are

similar, Mexicans have come more recently, often
following the crops northward. They alone of all
the immigrants found 1t relatively easy to return
to their birthplace, a dream of most other immigrants.
The moving force behind the completion of this
dissertation has been the chairman of my doctoral
committee, Professor Carl H. Gross. His profound
assistance and encouragement have been inestimable.
My thanks are extended also to Professor James B,
McKee, Professor Floyd G. Parker, and Professor
Cole Brembeck.
My wife Lyn spent interminable hours consider-
ing with me the wording and structure of the manu-
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script. Hers was the tedious and painstaking job
of correct form and typing, and--it is probably
little solace~--I would like to dedicate this dis-

sertation to her.
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CHAPTER I

IMMIGRATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF
DETROIT SCHOOLS PRIOR TO 1900

The first group of immigrants to come to Detroit
was a group of Frenchmen under the command of Antoine
de la Mothe Cadillac, arriving at Detroit on July 24,
1701, and including fifty soldiers and fifty Canadian
traders and artisans. Cadillac had received permission
for his project from Louls XIV through Count Pontchar-
train, the colonial minister, and as a personal acknowl-
edgment named the newly erected stockade Fort Pontchar-
train, Frank Cody reports, "Detroit, since the days
that Cadillac led a group of French immigrants to its
site, has had a conslderable alien population. It is
reported that the Indians were the first to attempt
their Americanization on a systematic scale by a de-
termined effort to reduce with the tommyhawk the num-
ber of these aliens. The Indians then unanimously
passed an immigrant exclusion act which failed only
due to the inadequacy of their navy to give it force.
Since aborigines were without a constructive Ameri-

canization program, the resultant flood of aliens was
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extremely disastrous to the American ideal of that day."l

There 1s no direct evidence during the French oc-
cupancy of the existence of either schools or teachers,
Burton feels that since Cadillac was a man of consider-
able education he may have given some instruction to
his son., Since in one of his earlier reports Cadillac
recommends the institution of schools for the instruc-
tion of Indians, "it would seem strange that he would
wish to educate savages and leave his own children to

"2 This writer belleves

become savage and uneducated.
that Znanieckil may suggest a more plausible reason for
Cadillac's desire to instruct the savages. Znaniecki
notes that nationalistic thinkers promulgated four
ideals: national unification, natlonal progress,
national mission, and national independence. The
national mission, similar to religious missions, was
for France the spread of superior culture.3 Cadillac,
being well-educated, was probably indoctrinated suffi-
clently by this mission to feel the need to educate

the savages to the "superior culture". Other indirect

evidence noted by Burton of educatlion during the French

Iprank Cody, "What One Representative American
City Is Doing in Teaching Americanism," Detroit Journal
of Education, I, No. 4 (June, 1921), 6.

2Clarence M. Burton, "Glimpses at the History of
Detroit," The Gateway, II, No. 2 (March, 1904), 9.

3Florian Znaniecki, Modern Natlonalities (Urbana:

University of Illinols in Urbana, 1952), p. 32.
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occupancy was the listing of a bookcase in an inventory
of Cadillac's household goods. He also reports that
in 1730 a man named Robert Navarre acted in the capacity
of schoolmaster for the colony, though direct evidence
is lacking.l

The French Government around 1740 realized the
importance of populating Detroit in order to avoid an
English conquest of the lake region. An intense effort
was made to increase its population, and in 1749 a
proclamation was issued pointing out Detroit'!s advan-
tages and offering substantial goods to settlers.
Detroit gradually became an agricultural community,
and by 1755 the congregation of Ste. Anne numbered
approximately 500 without reference to soldiers and
traders who made the post their temporary headquarters.2
In 1755 Jean Baptiste Roucaux 1s identified in the
marriage register of St. Anne's Church as "Director
of the Christian schools". He started St. Anne's
parochial school in 1760, which continued until after
the Revolution.

In 1760 the English arrived to take military
possession, It is doubtful that they could be con-~

sidered immigrants, since they made little attempt to

1Burton, loc. cit., p. 10.

2Edward J. Hickey, Ste. Anne's Parish: One Hun-

dred Years of Detroit History, ed. Joe L. Norrls
(Detroit: Wayne University %ress, 1951), p. 15.
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put permanent settlers into the community. With the
peace of 1783, England gave up any hope she may have
had of belng the permanent possessor of the community.
From that time on, nothing was done in the way of im-
provements except to keep the fort in repalr., With
the coming of the English the French dlspersed to farms
all along the waterfront from the present cilties of
Monroe to Mount Clemens, and, as the distances between
farms were great, the French settlers did not make any
attempt to educate their children, Father Simplicius
Bocquet later wrltes that the people were so ignorant
that they could not write thelr own names and many of
them could not make the form of the cross,

While the French were moving to the outlying
ribbon farms, the stockade became the residence of the
English soldlers, Scotch and Irish merchants. Since
the Scotch and Irish did come to settle, they can be
considered the next group of immigrants to enter the
city. Toward the latter part of the English control
there were a few private schools organized, but no
laws were passed regarding education, and it was left
to individual initiative to educate the children,
John R, Willliams, Joseph and Barnabas Campau were
born in this period and Burton credits them with much
of the impetus toward popular common school educatilon
in the city and state. He believes these three re-
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celved their education in Montreal.l

The Americans under General Anthony Wayne took
possession of the fort in 1796, The Ordinance of 1787
encouraged the development of education throughout the
Northwest Territory and these new immigrants and those
that came Shortly after were imbued with the 1dea of
schools for all, In 1785 an ordinance had been passed
that provided a method of surveylng the lands of the
Northwest Terrltory, and using the townshlp as the
unit and subdividing this into thirty-six sections one
mile square, numbered one to thirty-six. The lot num-
bered sixteen was to be used for the malntenance of
public schools within the tewnship. The Ordinance of
1787 further encouraged the development of schools
for all, including the ppor,

On August 14, 1796, Father Michael Levadoux was
ordered to the Detrolt Parish by Bishop Carroll of
Baltimore. Bilshop Carroll, who began to gulde the
Catholic Church in America in 1790, was fortunate
that he could draw upon a band of learned and devoted
priests, the Sulpiclans, who had fled from the French
Revolution. Father Levadoux was one of these, as was
Father Gabriel Richard, who came to Detroit in 1798
and played a leading role in the early history of the
cemmunity. An 1mportant poiqt is‘that these priests,

lgurton, lec. cit., p. 11,
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born in France, considered themselves first Americans.
Father Lévadoux missed no opportunity to preach to his
French congregations the loyalty and alleglance which
they owed to the American government., He was the ora-
tor at the first patriotic celebration held in Detrolt
on February 22, 1797, when the settlers crossed into
Ste. Anne's Church to hear his eulogy of Washington;l
In this early cilty the Cathollcs were a majority well
into the nineteenth century, and the importance of
this attitude of the priests in Americanizing the
community cannot be overlooked,

Father Richard organlized primary schools in his
parish and included an academy for girls and a semi-
nary for boys. He also began to train young women
for teachers. He opened a school for the deaf in
1825, In 1809 he brought to Detroit a printing press
and typé, and the first thing‘printed of any signifi-
cance was a small, twelve-page speller for children.2

The gulding hands in the creation of the Cath-
olepistemidia, which was later to become the University
of Michigan, were Father Richard and Judge Augustus

Woodward., Reverend John Montelth, a Presbyterian

lHickey, op. cit., p. 21.

2c1arence M. Burton, "Readin!, Ritin', Rith-
metic!," The Gateway, III, No. 5 (December, 1905), 18.
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and provided the final impetus to this project, bemom-
ing its first president. Along with being president,
he held seven professorships, the other six and the
vice-presidency belng held by Father Richard.

This school, not yet a university, consisted of
two main divisions, a primary school and an academy.
While it was a public school, it was in no sense free,
But the tuition of the poor was paid by the territor-
ial government. The school was organized along the
lines of English universities, being a legislative
body capable of enacting laws for its own government.
But in spite of this similarity, i1t was unmistakenly
patterned after Napoleon's University of France.1
The British were not held in high regard by the
colonists, and the War of 1812 confirmed a deep-
seated hatred for and disgust with them. Napoleonic
France was admired and favored, and French influence
continued until about 1827.2 The school was discon-
tinued, however, in 1827 after ten years of existence,
as the curriculum proved too complex and too abstract
for the needs of the settlers. In 1837 the university
was reorganized and moved to Ann Arbor.

The census of Detroit lists 1,800 people in 1800,

larthur B. Moehlman, Public Education in Detrolt
(Bloomington, Ill,: Public School Publishing Co.,
1925), p. 42,

21pid., pp. 26-27.
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1,650 in 1810, and 1,422 in 1820.1 Because of the War
of 1812, the fear of English-inspired Indian attacks
induced many of the settlers to leave so that by 1815
there were not half as many people in Detroit as in
1810.2 As the threat lessened, many New Englanders
moved into the community. These people were rela-
tively well~educated and ambitious. The French and
English populace did not greet them with much en-
thusiasm, In 1817 the Detroit Gazette warned the
French that they must educate their children, as in a
little time there would be as many Yankees as French,
and, 1if their children could not at least read and
write, all of the situations would be given to the
Yankees. In November of 1817 a Mr, Bauvard opened a
French school, perhaps as a result of this editor1a1.3

The Yankees continued to come into the new commu-
nity via steamship from Buffalo and ferry from Canada.
The roads east in the United States had not crossed
the swampland of Ohio, which proved to be impassable
to the early settlers, so the overland route was
through Canada and across the Detroit River by ferry.

There were three steamships operating on the lakes

1y, S., Bureau of the Census, Eleventh Census of
the United States: Population, I, 3T1.

2c1arence M. Burton, "Readin!, Ritin', Rith-
metic!," The Gateway, III, No., 5 (December, 1905),19.

3ﬁcehlman, op. cit., p. 33.
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9
in 1825, but this ilncreased to six by 1826, The
Detroit census for 1830 was 2,222, an increasé of
800 over 1820.1 Many others had used Detroit as a
stopping-off place for trips further west, These
were farming people and for them there could be
little logic 1n settling in thls frontier community,
when greener filelds lay to the west.

In 1827 there were only thirty-nine unnatural-
lzed féreigners in Detroit,2 but by 1830 the fereign
born began to enter the city. The Germans formed a
religious organization in 1833, The Irish, too,
tried to start a church, Holy Trinity, in 1833, but
1ts services were not contlnuous, Their first pas-
tor, Father Bernard O!Cavanaugh, served them from
1834 to 1839, There are no records that this writer
could discover as to the number of foreign-~born in
the city until 1850, The Negro Baptists organized
the Colored American Church in 1836, and the col-
ored Methodists organized a church in 1839,

The first constitutional convention for the
state of Michigan was called in 1835. The constitu-
tion which was drafted at that convention called for
a state superintendent of public instruction., This

lU. S. Census, loc, cit.

2Almon Ernest Parkins, The Historilical Geogra-
phy of Detroit éLansing Mich,: Michigan Historical
Commission, 191 ), p. 1 -
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was adopted from the Prussian minister of public in-
struction as a result of a report read by General
Isaac E, Crary, chairman of the committee on educa-
tion, and John D, Plerce, whom Crary consulted often
on the position of education in the American state.1
John D, Pierce was appointed Superintendent of Public
Instruction by Governor Mason on July 26, 1836. In
1837, on instruction from the legislature, he formu-
lated a plan for public education for the state of
Michigan., His plan was adopted into law in 1837 and
provided for a district school system. Seven school
districts were formed in Detroit as a result of this
law, and in 1838 schools in five of the districts
were maintained for three months each., By 1839 these
schools were open for six months, and one was open
for eight months and nine days. There were 687 chil-
dren in attendance, or 34% of the school population.
Near the end of 1839 a colored school was established
and set up as the eighth district. This school started
with elghty-elght pupils and was held in the colored
church, By 1840 there were 895 pupils in attendance,
or 43,9% of the reported school census. In 1841 the

number in attendance in the district schools was 687.2

lMoehlman, op. ¢it., p. 55.

2Ibid., p. 68. W. D. Wilkins in a lecture be-
fore the Teachers'! Institute February 18, 1871, also
uses "88" as the number in the first colored school,
This seems to be an unusually large number of colored
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The distriet schools were not very successful, and for
a number of reasons they closed at the end of the year
in 1841,

By 1840 there were 9,102 people in Detroit.l
The growth through the 1830's was quite steady, as
indicated by a census of 1834 when there were 4,973
people, and that of 1837, which showed 9,763.2 Thus,
the population had grown fourfold in ten years. It
was time for an adequate school system, and in 1842
the beginnings were established by a free public school
act which legalized free schools in the clty and made
1t legally necessary to maintain them. It provided
for a board of education with two inspectors from each
ward, with the mayor as president. A November 18, 1841,
survey showed that there were 1,850 children who should
be in school, but only 714 in a total of twenty-seven

private schools, which included one French and one

students, Clarence M. Burton, History of Detroit 1780
to 1850, p. 95, lists the total number of 'Blacks'

in the city for 1834 as 138, The colored school,
which continued until 1869, was probably inadequate.
Wilkins, who was the school inspector of the Tth ward,
notes that, upon inspecting the school, he found the
teacher playing cards with three of the older boys,
and then jokes that if that had happened today (1871)
the papers would perhaps publish this as 11l treat-
ment of the colored children, particularly if she
followed the way of the heathen Chinese and had her
sleeve full of trump!

1U. S. Census, loc. cilt.

2Directo of the City of Detroit for the Year
1837 (Detroit: 1B837), P« 31«
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German school, were in attendance.l In 1843 there
were 1,158 pupils in public and private schools in
the city. As the census of 1844 showed 10,948 per-
sons, an increase of 1,846, there were probably
slightly over 2,000 chilldren who should have been
in sehool.2 Sister Mary Rosalita lists 3,821 chil-
dren of school age in Detroit in 1844, which seems
high.3

It is interesting to note that the school
system was nearly destroyed in 1844 by a resolution
that either the Douay or Protestant Bible, without
note or comment, was to be introduced and authorized
as the textbook. Such a furor was set up on both
sldes that the board wisely backed off and elimil-
nated all but the Lord's Prayer. They discovered
that even this was offensive to one group who re-
fused to participate. '"One morning the chairman was
summoned hastily to a small primary, whose teacher in-
formed him that nearly half her scholars refused to
unite in this exercise and plead their parents!
command., The astonished chairman asked the children

why they objected to the Lord!s Prayer and was more

1Moehlman, op. cit., p. 76.
2Burton, loc. cit.
3Sister Mary Rosalita, Education in Detroit

Prior to 1850 (Lansing, Mich.: Michigan Historical
Commission, 1928), p. 339.
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astonlished by the answer, !'If you please, sir, we are
Jews. "t

During the rest of the 1840's there was never
enough room for the number of students to get into
the schools. They were overcrowded, but more and
more students were getting the opportunity to learn
the essentials of reading, writing, and arithmetilc.
In 1849 the first Union school was opened, This
school housed all grades and was destined to play a
large part in the development of education in Detroit,

By 1850 Detroit was a cosmopolitan city. Of its
21,019 people, 11,055 had been born in the United
States and 9,927 had been born in foreigh countries,
Of these, 6,323 had been born in Michigan, and the rest
represented every state east of the Mississippl, with
most having been born in New York, Ohlo, Massachusetts,
Vermont, Pennsylvanla, and Connecticut, all states
committed to the furtherance of education. Of the
known forelgn-born, 3,289 had come from Ireland, 2,855
from the German Empire, 1,245 from Ehglahd and Wales,
474 from Scotland, 282 from France, 7 from Austria,

4 from Spain, and 4 from Italy.2

Iy, b. Wilkins, "Reminiscence and Traditions of
Detroit Schoels," Lecture given to the Teachers!
Institute, Detroit, Michigan, February 18, 1871.
(Burton Historical Collection of the Detroit Public
Library).

aﬁ; S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census of
the United States, 896.
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Since the Irish constituted the greatest share
of the forelgn-born at this time and the next greatest
share was held by the Germans, who will be discussed
later in this thesls, 1t may be of Interest to review
some facts about the early Irish. During the 1840!'s
a famine hit Ireland and wihed out hearly a million
human belngs. The south part of Ireland was the hard-
est struck, and to escape the pangs of hunger many
of the people from the counties of Cork, Kerry, Tippe-
rary, Limerick, and Connaught found their way to‘the
shores of the country of hope. They found the chance
for employment ln laylng the ralls and shaping the
grades of the railroads belng bullt in those days,
Arriving in Detroit, they tarried along the water-
front on the near east side, living in hovels and poor
homes so that they might be near thelr work at the
waterfront. Soon an enterprising group of real estate
brokers sold these thrifty people homesteads on the
near west side of the city, offering easy terms and
other linducements., They settled the new area accord-
ing to the county in Ireland from which they had come,
so that one area was és densely populated with Cork
people as Cork 1itself, and likewilse for the other
counties, There was great rivalry and much fighting
among the cians. These people were lntensely Cath-
ollc, but the few Protestants that took the chance to

live among them came to be respected. The few North







15

Ireland people did not fare as well because that
was the part of Ireland that the Orangemen had come
from and they could not be acceptable coming from
that quarter. The Protestant church bullding which
had been used by Reverend Montelth was moved to the
center of the new area, which came to be known as
Corktown in August, 1849, and became the center of
the new and concentrated Irish Catholic community.
Lliving was cheap and labor available so that few
Irish went to bed owing anyone a cent. o

Though these people had been denled education
in thei:‘own youthful perilod, they were dquted'to
education for their children. The girls were tralned
to teach, and the sons were often employed in the
office of the rallroads where thelr fathers worked as
porters or laborers. The sons learned transportation
so well that they became railroad managers in all parts
of the country. If at all possible{}the boys were sent
to cellege, though usually for’not more than a year,
If'they developed a vocation for the priesthood the
pagents were particularly pleased. Most of the boys_,
were sent to private schools in the heart of}theucity.
quever, with the coming ofvthg Christian Bpothe:s‘
and Sisters the era of "foreign" education was ended
in favor of their ewnApé:ochiallschoql. The parochial
school was continually lmproved and many of its women

graduates completed theilr education at the e¢ity high
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sghoqlrand later served thei;vqity well in the teach-
ing profession and public service. Du:ing the eaglier
days the women who were called to the rellgious life
usuallyAtrained for the life of parochial sghool teach-
ers. The devotlon to educatien was first inculcated

by Father Peeters and later by Father Pleyenpergh.

' There was 1ntense p:ejudice_againgt theﬂI:igh,
mainly'because of thelr religion and clannishnéss.
The newspapers, even as late as the 1870%s, adver-
tised for jobs with the comment "no Irish need apply. nl

Without pigmentation to distinguish them from other

Americans, it seems that they used dress to help in-
sure their_visibility.» The December 25, 1926, issue
of the Detroilt Saturday Night comments that the Irish

of early Immigration were discernible by many chéracte-
ristics, such as the highwater trousers, the beaver
hat and the short clay pipe.2 “

The famine of 1846 also hit the Scottlsh peo-
plg severely, driving many of these people to Amgrica.
They establlshed thelr branch of the Presbyteriap
Church in Detroit in 1842. Most of the Scotch settled

in Canada on Lake Huron in western Ontario, but many

1john A, Russell, "The Early Irish of Detroit,"
An address dellvered on N vember 9, 1930, on the .
occaslion of the homecoming of the Holy Trinity Church.
(Burton Historieal Collection of the Detroit Public
Library) .

2Charles D, cameron, "Detroit's New Irish-Ameri-
cans,“ Saturdax;Night(Detroit), December 25, 1926, p. 10.
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or thgm found theilr way to}Detroit 1n»late:'yearsﬂand
bolstered the 474 listed in the 1850 census.” These
people, as intensely Protestant as the Igish”wgie B
Catholig,”did contribute many students to_theApublic
schools, and the leadership fought to help the schoels
keep thelr Protestant image.

Temple Beth El, the first Jewish congregation

in Detroit,_was incorporated April 21,”1851,“though_
the'first Jews had come to Detrolt as garlyras‘l762.2
The Jewish of this periliod were listed as natives of

Germany.

- In 1850 there were 4,250 children enrolled 1n
schooluwith‘an average attendance 9£“2,465,3 With-
out compulsory attendance laws, truancy was a maJorv
problem. The enrollment was 61% of the 6,965 children
listed in the 5 - 17 age category, but the average
attendance was 35% of that»group; But the schqolg
were in trouble, as the population‘started to mushe
room, By 1854 the population had nearly doubled to
h1,375.‘ In 1855 the Board of Education appointed
the first'superintendent of schools, John F. Nichols,

'1W1111am Re Carnegie, The Scotch Presby erian
Church of Detroit: Its History from 1842 to 1936
(Detroit* Central Presbyterian Church, 1938), p. 39.

2petroit Public Library, Detroit in its World
Setting, ed. Rae Elizabeth Rips (Detroit: Detroit
Public Library, 1953), p. 110.

3U. Se Census,rloc;'cit., Eleventh Census.
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as the enrollment of the schools contlinued to lncrease.
The first permanent high school opened its_doors.on
August 30, 1858,vw1th twenty-three boys enrolled. A
high school had opened in 1844 with an enrollment of
twenty—five, but 1t closed in a few months,

By 1860 the population of Detroit had increased
to 45,619, making Detrolt the nineteenth largest city
1n_theAcountry.1 It had been twenty-fourth in 1850.

The rapid inorease'of_populatiqn_1n the first four

yeargyof the decade and the tapering off in the_last
s@x years was part;ally due to the fourth eholera

epidemic in the summer of 1854, with a resulting

exodus from the city, and to the panlc of 1857, in
which many families were out of work and children were
begging for food and clothing from door to door. Con-
cern for these small beggars caused about sixty women
to found an lndustrial school for these children.
Large quarters were set up for the feeding of chil-

dren one meal per day.3

The school enrollment for 1860 was 7,045, or
50% of the 5 - 17 category. The average attendance
was 4,849, or 34%, The number of school-age chil-

1y, S. Census, loc., cit.
2Ipid., p. 370.

3george B. Catlin, The Story of Detroit (De-
troit: The Detroilt News,. 1926), P. 503,
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dren was 14,159.1H Though there were ten timesvag many
actual children in school in 1860 as in 1840, the
schools were losing the battle to stay ahead of the
population. Thls will become lncreasingly evldent
as the figures are listed for succeeding decades.__
During theV186O's both superintendents Sill and Doty
were concerned about attendance and tried to enforce
strict rules about truancy. Many students were sué-
pended}because of absence, but the rules were not
operative_beyond a certain_point‘because there was
no legal right to enforce attendance. It was not
until 1871 that the state legislature passed the
flrst compulsory attendance law, providing for the
attendance of children of ages 8 to 14 years, for a
minimum of twelve weeks each year, six of which had_}
to be consecutive.2 In 1869 the colored schools were
closed and the children sent to the public schools.
The colored people won a Supreme Court declsion that
the general school law of 1867, which held that all
residents of a school district were entitled to ad-
m;ssion to the schools, did apply to Detroit and the
colored children had the right to admission.3

lBurton, loc. cit._

2. . '
Moehlman, op. c¢it., p. 110, citing Public Acts
of 1871, p. 251. ’ ’

3Burton, op. cit., p. T43.
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. By 1870 there were 79,577 people in Detroit,
mgking_it theﬂeighteentb largest city in the Unitgd
States,l There were 26,641 children from 5 to 17,
with 11,252 (42%) enrolled in the schools, and the

average attendance was 7,505 (28%) .2 It appears
that the concentrated drive on truancy was lneffec-
tive,_and actually as_well as perceptggewise mere
children than ever were out of scheol.

By this time the United States census was
reporting the number of foreign-boran in Detroit.
The figures for 1850 and for_the decades 1870-1900
are revroduced in the following table,

The Canadlans, except for the French Canadians,
were more like the native Detroiters than those Ameri-
cans from southern farms. They did not settle in
ghettos and, therefore, probably had little effect
upon the schools in spite of thelr large numbers.

By the turn of the century the Pollish started to immi-

grate in large numbers, and they will be studied

further in a later chapter. Mest of the persons re-
porting Russia for a home country were Jews and, with
their love for education, they would have an effect.

A good share of the Polish group were Jewlsh, also,

1U. S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of
the United States: Population, p. 380.

2Burton, op. cit., p. Ti4.
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TABLE 1l.--Foreign-born white

Country 1850% - 1870P - 1880° - 1890% 1900% -
, Austria . . & T 161 128 658 471
Belgium . . . 233 240 411 671
Canada o+ + . 7,394 10,753 18,031 25,403
g Canada Fr. . 3,541
Denmark o « 19 71 162 231
Engigngaie; ¢ 1,245 3,328 4’271, 7,252 6,448
France . o« o 282 760 721 804 589
Germeny . . « 2,855 12,647 17,292 35,481 32,027
Hungary . « . 53 64 112 91
Ireland « « « 3,289 6,970 6,775 7,447 6,412
Italy o o o o 4 35 127 338 905
Mexico o o 1 6 9 8
Netherlands . 310 275 327 397
Norway . . . 15 27 7 75
Poland . . . 28 1,771 5,351 13,631
Russia .« . . 89 T7 669 1,332
Scotland . . yry 1,637 1,783 2,459 2,496
Sweden . . . 19 55 196 267
Switzerland . 462 421 ko2 491
Others ., . . 1,771 1,081 657 2,570 2,584

Total . . . . 9,927 35,040 45,013 80,949 96,501

aU. S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census of
the United States, 1850, 896.

bU. S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of
the United States: Population, 386-91.
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An 1873 nationality survey of school children,
based upon country of birth, showed 36# German, 20%
American, 20% Irish, 11% English and Scotch, 2% French,

and 10% others.l In the same year a survey showed

6.1% of enrollment in high school, 31.7% in grammar
school, and 62.2% in primary schools.2 Because of
criticism that the schools served the classes not
masses, a survey was made in 1870, It showed 80%
of the enrollment to be children of common people.3
Probably the most lmportant event for the forelgn-
born and the schools in the 1870's was the establish-
ment of evening schools in 1875. The first school
opened in the Trowbridge Bullding with a registra-
tion of 278 and an average attendance of 88.

In 1880 the school census reported 15,802(40%)
out of'39,467 from 5 to 17 enrolled in school. ‘The

Cy. S., Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census of
the United States Compendium, 546-51,

dU. S., Bureau of the Census, Eleventh Census
of the United States: Population I, 676-73.

®U. S., Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Census
of the United States: Population I, 796-99.

lMoehiman, op. oit., p. 113.
2Tpid.
31bid.

“1p14., p. 121.
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average attendance was 11,513 (29%).1 The Act of 1871
on compulsory attendance was revised in 1883 changing
the required time in school from twelve weeks to four
months., In Detroit the work of enforcing the law was
turned over to the Police Department.2 In 1881 the
Board of Education was changed from two inspectors
elected from each ward to twelve members elected at
large. That the size of twenty-six members was too
large was the manifest reason for the change, but
the corruption afforded by ward politics brought
about the real need for a change. Strong opposition
to the high school was brought to a head in 1881,
but a committee of the board answered the objections
with a report in 1883. This apparently soothed the
objectors, as this was the last serilous objection to
high school education in Detroit.3 The revised act
on compulsory education did not have the desired
effect because in the school census of 1886, out of
66,963 school-age children, 21,434 (32%) were en-
rolled in school while the average attendance was

16,133 (24%).4

1Burton, loc. cit.

2Moehlman, op. cit., p. 122.
31bid., pp. 132-33.

4Bur'con, loc, cit.
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In 1880 Detroit had a population of 116,340
and was now the seventeenth largest city in the United
States.l By 1890 it had become the fifteenth largest
with a population of 205,876,2 and in 1900 it was the
thirteenth largest city with a population of 285,704.3
Of the fifteen largest cities in 1900, Detroit had the
largest percentage of population who could not speak
Emgliasm--u.98%.4

The new Central High School was opened in 1896
and was acclalmed as the flnest in high school archi-
tecture. The high school had been subjected to more
criticism because of its high attrition rate. 1In
1881 a class of 160 students entered, but only 16
recelved a diploma; in the class that entered in 1883
-=129 in number--only 23 survived the rigors of the
curriculum.5 The Detrolt schools suffered from the
depression of 1893, so that the program was cut back
severely 1n 1896-97. The school year was reduced to

thirty-eight weeks, and twenty-five teachers were disf

lU.'S., Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census of
the United States: Compendium, 542,

2U. S., Bureau of the Census, Eleventh Census
of the United States: Population I, 370.

3u. S., Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Census
of the United States: ‘Population I, 430,

AIbid.

5Moeh1man, op._ecit., p. 145,
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missed.

A publlic school system had survived the nine-
teenth century, but was 1t ready to meet the challenge
of the tremendous spurt in populatlon occasioned by
the rapld growth of industry? What would 1t do te
serve the fastest growlng cit& of the twentieth cen-
tury and particularly the number of separate foreign
cultures which settled iIn its mldst? It admittedly
had considerable expanding to do to hold 1ts own,

11bid., p. 146.







CHAPTER II

IMMIGRATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF
DETROIT SCHOOLS AFTER 1900

In 1900 the city of Detroit had an area of 28.35
square miles and housed 285,704 people. It was a bur-
geoning city, but how different from the cilty we know
today. The people spent long hours of toil in dingy
workshops. There were neither radios nor television
and but few automobiles, Except where the rallroad
or waterway could take them, Detroiters were cut off
from the rest of the nation, "for the roads of the
land, where there were any at all, were for most of
the year elther impassable wallows of slippery mud
or interminable stretches of ankle-deep ruts and chok-
ing dust."l In 1899 Detroit ranked fifteenth in value
of its manufactured products among cities of the na-
tion. Seventeen years later in 1916 it was ranked
fourth. Although still ranking fourth through 1919,
the value of its products had increased twentyfold.

To Ransom E. Olds and Lansing, Michigan, belongs

lt}eorge W, Stark, Detroilt, an Industrial Miracle-

( Detroit: Detroit Directory of Business and Industry,
1951), p. 27. 6
2
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the distinction of bullding the first car that was
sold and used for practical purposes. This was in )
1886, and the car used gasoline as a means of power,
though stea.m-driven.l To further strengthen his
claim as the first commercial transactor in automo-
billes, he completed the first automoblle transaction
as an act of commerce when he sold to the Frances
Times Company of London, England, an improved automo-
bile in 1893. Mr., Olds travelled to New York City
and Newark, New Jersey, to try to interest easterners
in investing their capital in the manufacture of his
car. On his way back tc_) Lansing he stopped in Detroit
where he convinced S. L. Smith, wealthy copper mine-
owner, to invest in his company. Henry Russel also
invested a sum of money, and the first automobile
factory in Detroit was established in 1899.2

Until this time most of the horseless carriages
in operation were in and around New York and they were
electric, "The noisy, greasy, bucking gasoline buggy"
did not look like a promising venture to Wall Street
money or Boston bankers, the former backing electric-
ity and the latter supporting the Stanley twins!'

steam carriage.3

LBurton, op. cit., p. 563.

2Ibil.d.

3Stark, loc. cit.
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An apparently unrelated event occurred in Beau-
mont, Texas, on January 10, 1901.1 Captain Anthony
F. Lucas, a former resident of Saginaw, Michigan,
brought in a 160-foot geyser of oll and gas, tapping
one of the richest sources of this product in the
country. Gasoline was an annoying by-product of the
refining processes. Naphtha, kerosene, lubricants
and waxes were the useful products. Gasoline was
dumped into rivers and lakes, but because it killed
the fish it was run into pits and set aflame. The
Lucas discovery increased enormously the supply of
petroleum, and 1ts by-product gasoline made feasible
the mass production of gasoline-engined automobiles.

The automobiles that Mr. Olds produced were a
phenomenal success and brought immediate fame to the
city, thereby giving the initial boost to the automo-
bile capital.2 The city had much to offer the pro-
spective investor in the automobile line. It was a
leading city in the produc&ion of iron and steel,
with the Wyandotte Mills having the distinction of
being the first in this country to use the Bessemer
process and the first to produce steel rails, Michi~
gan at an early stage was manufacturing more marine

gas engines than any other state and Detroit had more

libid., p. 26.
2Bur."con, loe, cit., p. 541,
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expert gas eng;ne workers than any other city. Be-
cause of its leading position in the production of
railroad cars and horse-drawn carriages, Detroit and
three other Michigan cities (Pontilac, Lansing and
Flint) produced for the first three years nearly all
the automobile bodles used, without the erection of a
single additional plant. These companies were able
to make the bodies for sixty per cent of the cost of
comparable bodies made in eastern cities, Detroit
had had a world-wlde reputation in the manufacture of
fine paints and varnishes, which were available for
use in the early automobiles.l With the center of
population between Columbus, Indiana, and Bloomington,
Indiana, Detroit was a good distributing point for
the new industry.

The automobile industry was a great employer
and engaged employees as fast as they could be re-
cruited here and abroad. Ford Motor Company, which
had thirty-one employees in 1904, had as many as
56,000 people on the payroll by 1920.2 When Henry
Ford lnaugurated the first profit-sharing plan in
1914 and shared $10,000,000 with his employees, there
was a rush of applications for positions.3 In 1913,
the year before the profit-sharing, the number of

11bid., p. 566.
2Ibid., p. 581
3Ibid., P. 574
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employees who left the Ford Motor Company was 50,448,
and the average working force was 13,632, After
profit-sharing had been in force for three years, the
average working force had been raised to 40,903 men,
with only 7,512 leaving the company. The turnover
rate had been changed from 370% to 18%, an astounding
record.l '

The Dodge Brothers as minority stockholders sued
for a larger proportion of the earnings for the stock-
holders instead of profit-sharing with the employees.
In filing the suit, it was disclosed that in 1914, on
a capital of $2,000,000, dividends of $21,000,000 were
paid. In May, 1915, a special dividend of $10,000,000
was paid, and in October of the same year $5,000,000
was distributed. In 1919 Henry Ford stepped down from
active presidency in favor of his son Edsel B, and
bought out the minority stockholders,

By 1917 the Dodge Brothers were employing 15,000
men and women in their Hamtramck plant which had begun
the manufacture of the Dodge motor car in 1914.2 In
fairness to the Dodge Brothers, 1t was not all greed
which had prompted their suit in November, 1916. They
found 1t necessary to have additional capital for ex-

pansion of their own plant.,

11bid., p. 579.
2Ipid., p. 583.
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At the same time that Henry Ford had introduced
his profit-sharing plan, he had established the Ford
English School, The school started with one teacher
and twenty pupils. Its purpose was to aid the many
employees who were unable to speak English to learn
the language, thereby increasing thelr value to the
company. In the same month, May, 1914, as the school
was established, five experienced teachers were hired,
and a call for volunteer teachers was made. The en-
rollment was soon up to 2,200 and reached 4,000 by
1920, the pupils ranging in age from eighteen to
seventy-two years.l In 1916, after the inception
of Ford's school, accldents in the plant were reduced
54%.2 It was noted that the employees showed a
greater interest in thelr work, and many used their
diplomas as a substitute for an examination in se-
curing thelr citizenship papers. The Packard Motor
Car Company also opened a school of a similar nature
to solve its foreign labor problem,

With the exception of 1890, the foreign-born
white population had decreased percentagewlse in
Detroit since 1850 for each decade. Nevertheless,

the total number of foreign-born in the city lncreased

1p14., p. 579.

2Department of Superintendents N. E. A., Educa-
tion in Detroit, 1916 (Detroit: National Education
ssoclation, s P. 187.
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greatly with each succeedlng decade. The non-white
forelgn-born have never existed in great numbers in
Detroit. For example, the school census of 1925,
which also included the total census, enumerated 509
Chlnese and 221 Japanese people.'1 In 1960 Chinese
was the mother tongue of 580 of the foreign-born, and
Japanese, 218.2 The number of foreign-born coming
into the clty until 1930 are listed in Table 1II. Few
new immigrants came to the city after that time be-
cause of the depression and, later, because of World
War II., After the war the forelgn-born were mostly
displaced persons., After 1940 the concern with the
forelgn-born was more with geriatrics than with school-
age youth, The medlan age of the forelgn-born was low-

3 By 1950 1t was 53.2,4

est in 1920 when it was 34.9.
and by 1960, 58.7.5
The large influx of foreign-born completely

changed the evening school program. The evening school

1The Detrolt Educatlional Bulletin, October, 1925,

p. 14,

2U, S., Bureau of the Census, Eighteenth Census of
the United States: Population, II, part 2%, 281,

3U. S., Bureau of the Censﬁs, Fourteenth Census of
the United States: Population, III, 496,

4U. S., Bureau of the Censﬁé; Seventeenth Census
of the Unlted States:  Population, II, part 22, 173.

5U. S., Bureau of the Census, gggpteenth‘Ceusus
of the United States: Population, I, part 24, 369.
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TABLE 2,--Selected foreign-born in the city of Detroit
in 1910, 1920, and 1930

Country of Origin  1910° 1920P 1930°¢
Austria . . . . . .14,160( 7,160)9 10,674 5,898
Belgium o o « » o 2,237 6,219 8,969
Canada” « « « o « 37,779 56,024 81,807
Canada, French . 4,166 3,678 12; 477
Czechoslovakia . 3,351 6,291
Great Britain ., . 12,522 24,676 53,442
France . « « o o 637 a La 2,333
Germany . . . o o A44,674(31,674)% 30,238 32;716
Greece o . o o o 5 g b.628 6,385
Hungary . « « « o 5,935( 4,935)9 13,564 11,162
Ireland « « « « o 5,584 7,004 9,817
Italy « o o o o o 5,724 16,205 28,581
Lithuania . « . . 2,653 4,879
Mexico + o o o 25 25 6,515
Netherlands . . . 584 4 1,861 2,092
Poland . o « » o (33,000) 56,624 66,113
Roumania . . . » 313 d 4,668 T.576
Russia . . . . . 18,644( 6,644)% 27,278 21,781
Sweden . o o o o 601 2,659 4,318
Syzia sl is % 1,877 3,224
Yugoslavia . . . 3,702 9,014
Total o o « « o o 156,565 290,884 399,281

2y, S., Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census

of the United States: 1010. Michigan, XXTII, 600.

by, S., Bureau of the Census, Abstract of the
Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920, 312-15.

CU. S., Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census
of the United States: 1930. Population, III, Part I,

dThe figures in parentheses are estimates based
on the exclusion of Poland from the 1910 census.
was started in 1875 with the expressed purpose of
meeting the need of young men who were forced to work

at an early age. The leading manufacturer of 1880
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was the tobacco and clgar industry. There were sixty-
four establishments in Wayne County at the time, and
the value of the products was $2,7l6,016.1 In Detroit
there were sixty-three tobacco establishments employ-
ing 154 children, mostly in the cigar factories where
the work was done by hand. This was the only industry
at this date which employed large numbers of women and
children.2 In 1912 there were 1,472 boys and 1,154
girls under sixteen years of age employed fulltime.
By 1919, with a total number of employees nearly
twice as large, the number of boys under sixteen was
only 303 and that of girls, 176.3

Reverting to the evening schools, ethnic groups
played an important part in the history of these schools.
Thelr involvement will be described as that history is
traced. The evening schools were a gratifying success
from the start, and it was reported in 1875 that "no
students in the city are more manageable, earnest, or
industrious than those assembling nightly at the Trow-
bridge and Abbott Street Schools."4 A total of 238

U. S., Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census of
the United States: Manufactures, II, 282,

2Parkins, loc, cit., p. 297.

3"Detroit Shows Gain," The Detroit Educational
Bulletin, V, No. 9 (May, 1922), 5.

qDetroit Board of Education, Report of the Super-
intendent of Schools for 18 (Detroit: Detroit Board
[ ducation, 5)s Pe 92¢
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students were enrolled with an average enrollmept of
199. Of this number, an average of 175, or 88%,
attended nightly.l Compared with later years, this
was an unusually large percentage of attendance.
The night schools were interrupted during the winter
of 1877-78 because of a lack of funds., For the next
few years, though the total enrollment went up, the
actual average number in attendance nightly went
down. Because of the small attendance in relation
to enrollment, a rule was put into effect in 1882-83
whereby the students were charged a dollar fee which
was returned for good attendance. For that year the
enrollment reached 430, with an average attendance
of 250, This compared with 1877 when, with a total
enrollment of 722, the average attendance was only
121.2 The improvement was not quite as pronounced
as might appear from the report, as 1877-78 was a
depression winter. In 1880, for instance, the total

enrolled was 414, with an average attendance of 158.3

11b1d.

2Debroit Board of Education, Fortieth Annual

Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit
Board of Education, 1883), DP. 0.

3petroit Board of Education, Thirty-elghth An-
nual Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: e-
Troit Board of Education, 1880), p. 80. Starting with
the 39th annual report the date of issue changed from De-
ceber to June covering both semesters of a school year.
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The writers of these reports were strongly in favor
of the fee system, and when 1t was discontinued in
1890 there was a yearly plea to return to the system
as a deterrent to the dropouts "who were belng taught
bad habits."

From 1878 to 1889 the night school was held at
the high school. In 1886 the evening school opened
with three grades. The total enrollment was 450
boys and 80 girls. The average nightly attendance
was 252 boys and 56 girls. "Of all the pupils at-
tending this school perhaps none recelve greater
benefit from it than the foreigners., These young
men and women enter the school unable to read or
write, and in many cases, totally unacquainted with
the English language. They are placed in classes
by themselves under competent teachers, who are able
to translate their language, and the progress they
make is truly surprising. In one term the majority
acquire sufficient knowledge of our language to en-
able them to speak 1t with tolerable ease and to
transact the ordinarp business of life for them-
selves without the aid of interpreters."l

In 1889 four new night schools were opened in

addition to the high school, on the east side at

1petroit Board of Education, For%x-fourth An-
nual Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: -
troit Fg 1 B8T7) I

ard of Education, 1367), p. 42.
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Duffield and Norvell and on the west side at Pitcher
and Newberry., The dollar fee was abolished and all
textbooks were furnished. The night schools were
popular with the public, and the board being politi-
cally motivated, realized that popularity. With five
schools 1n session, the total enrollment and total
nightly attendance increased greatly. In 1888-89
there were 879 enrolled at the high school with an
average attendance of 470.1 In 1889-1890 there were

3,224 enrolled in the five centers with an average
nightly attendance of 1,382, The high school (pri-
mary and grammar school subjects) had an enrollment
of 795, with an average nightly attendance of 387.
Pitcher had a total enrollment of 846, with an aver-
age attendance of 393. Newberry had a total enroll-
ment of 330, with an average attendance of 123.
Duffield had an enrollment of 398, with an average
attendance of 150, and Norvell had an enrollment of
855, with an average attendance of 329.2

The fee system was tried again in 1893-94, The
results were more regular attendance and exemplary
conduct, and the work done was more satisfactory. The

total enrolled was 1,597 boys and 618 girls, for a

lDetroit Board of Educatlon, Forty-sixth Annual
Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit
Board of Education, 1889), p. 43.

2Detroit Board of Education, Forty-seventh An-

nual Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: De-
Trolt Board of Education, IBQUJ: P. 2l.
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total of 2,215 in the Pitcher, Trowbridge, Norvell,

buffield, Jefferson, Everette, Webster, Wilkins, and

Newsboys Schools.1

In the report for June 30, 1897, it is suggested
that no child under twelve be allowed to attend the
night schools. "It seems to me that 1t is cruel and
physically 1njurious to compel chlldren, under that
age, to go out in all kinds of weather, and to be
kept awake during the hours required for carrying on
the schoolwork. A glance into many of the rooms willl

find these chlildren, some of them not more than bables,

fast asleep, unable to resist the demands of nature,
Some of the little ones are not more than elght years
old, and while attending the parochial schools during
the day, try to take advantage of the work done in
the public night schools., Classification 1s next to
impossible, I am convinced that an age limlt is
absolutely nedessary."2

This report stréssed the need for changing the
night schoel to only four days per week., The Jewlsh
population objected to Frlday sessions for religious
reasons., It was felt that one night besides Saturday

lbetreit Board of Education, Fifty-~first Annual
Report of the Board of Educatlen (Detroit: Detrolit
ard of Education, 189%), p. 3%..

2 -
Detrolt Board of Education, Fifty-fourth Annual
Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit
ard of Education, 1897), p. T72..

.
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"The majority of the older pupils are employed until
six o'clock, and many of them work so far away from
home, that even after a cold dinner, they have no
time for supper, and come into the school room, tired
and hungry. Under such physical difficulties, thelr
work 1s a great mental strain, and the most efficient
and palnstaking teachers are required to keep up the

attendance and interest."t

They found that the best
results could be obtained from using day school teach-
ers, but had difficulty employing them for political
reasons., '"The strenuous efforts made lately by candi-
dates and thelr friends to secure positions, forces
the opinion that the night schools are, or will soon
become a political refuge for indigent people who
must be taken care of regardless of the poor children
who have no other means of getting an education."2
For the year 1900 there were 1,472 males and
409 females, for a total of 1,881l enrolled, with an
average attendance of TT4. Of this number, 402 also
attended the day school.3 Until the year 1896 the

enrollment was always stated in terms of boys and

l1bid., p. 73.
2Tpid.

3Detroit Board of Education, Fifty-seventh An-
nual Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: De-
troit Board of Education, 1900), DP. 93.
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girls, the terminology changing in that and subse-
quent years to male and female., This may have re-
flected the trend toward an older student. The com-
pulsory attendance Act of 1871 with its 1883 revi-
silon would have had some effect on this chang,e.l

The superintendent's report for 1904 noted that
the evening schools were doing valuable work helping
to assimilate the foreign population. Foreigners
forty and even fifty years old attended to learn the
English language. No rules could be established on
how to adminlster these classes, as there had to be
sufficilent elasticity. The pupils varied in age from
fifteen to forty years, were of both sexes, were single
and married, and had all degrees of education, intelli-
gence, previous tralning, and adaptability. It is dif-
ficult to imagine a more heterogeneous group. The av-~
erage age of the students was in the twentiles, with
men outnumbering women three to one. Few if any had
been in the country more than two years, and some had
been here less than two months. One of the teachers
noted that some learned quickly while others had to
spend many hours of painstaking effort and would take

1The Measure of 1883, which was amended in 1885,
increased to four months the required time of pupil at-
tendance in each year. There was a provision in this
act prohlibiting the employment of children under the
age of fourteen years unless they had attended school
during the required four months., The compulsory school
laws continued to be modified until, by 1921, consecu-
tive attendance became mandatory to the age of sixteen.
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years to acquire sufficient knowledge of the English
language. He stated, "There are a few who have been
fairly well educated in their own countries add know
two or three languages. It does not take these long
to ascertain how to advance in thelr work and what
the best plan of study 1s. There are others who are
as ignorant of anything pertaining to learning as the
child in the kindergarten. There are some who have
probably never held a pen between thelr fingers be-
fore, and do not know the difference between the
letter "i" and the Arabic numeral "l".l

Of the pupils at that time, Gefmans, Russians,
and Rumanian Jews predominated. Austria and Italy
also contributed a few; Belgium, Holland, Denmark,
Sweden, France, Finladd, Greece, Syria, and Japan
had been represented. An attempt at homogeneous
grouping was made by one of the teachers, as he sent
the Syrians, Greeks, and Itallans into other rooms
and retained the rest for himself. He claimed that
better results could be obtained if they were sepa-
rated in this way.

The orthography of the English language was
exceedingly difficult for these students. They could

not understand the necessity of having so many silent

Detroit Board of Education, Sixty-first Annual
Report of the Board of Education Detroit: Detrolt
Board of Education, 1904), pp.

91-92,
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letters and why the same combinations of letters have
different sounds in different words. They were very
prone to phonetic spelling, and 1t was found necessary
to spend at least one session a week on the problem
of spelling.

These people were all resolute in becoming
Americanized as quickly as possible in order to im-
prove thelr position in life. One man who was over
forty had come to class unable to speak, read, or
write the English language. He had had only an ordi-
nary education in his own country. He had to leave
before the end of the term, but he sent his teacher
a letter expressing his regret. The letter was well-~
written and his choice of words compared favorably
with that of any fifteen~year-old boy in the day
school, On the other hand, there were a few who made
very little progress, which could be expected, as
there are slow learners among even the most enthusi-
astic students.l

Enrollment figures for the night school in
1906-1907 indicate the nationality derivation of the
foreign-born pupils and are noted in Table 3., In
1907-1908 there were 43% native-born and 57% foreign-

born in the evening grammar school, Sessions were

1Ibid., p. 93.
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TABLE 3,--Foreign-born pupils enrolled in all evening
schools 1906-19072

People Minors Adults People Minors Adults
Arablan . . 2 Irish « « 6
Armenian . S 20 Japanese . 1
Austrian . 10 Macedonian. 3
Belglan . . 13 Polish . . 45 198 |
Bohemian . 8 32 Polish Jew, 6
Bulgarian . 2 Philippine. 1 1
Chinese . 2 Roumanian . 15
Colored . . 11 5 Russian « « i1 1
Danish . o 3 Russian Jew 13 27
French ., . 2 5 Scottish . 2
German . . 32 80 Slavic . . L T
German Jew. 15 25 Spanish . . 2
Greek o o » 7 19 Swedish . . 10 3
Hollander . 4 Swiss o o » 1 3
Hungarian . 2 24 Syrian . . 8 14
Italian . . 12 30 Total « o & 175 565

8petroit Board of Education Sixty-fourth Annual
Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit
Board of Education, 1907), P. 83.

held only from October 7, 1907, to February 6, 1908,

because of a lack of funds.l

The financial depressilon of the year 1908-1909
caused a decrease in attendance., Because of the poor
economic condition, there was very little immigration

and even an exodus of foreigners to thelr native lands.2

lDetroit Board of Education, Sixty-fifth Annual
Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detro
Board of Education, 1908), p. 113.

2Detroit Board of Education, Sixty-sixth Annual
Report of the Board of Education iDe roit: Detroit
Board of Education, 1909), p. 207.
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Interestingly, there was also a decrease in enroll-
ment in 1909-19160, thls time because of a boom which
kept many of the would-be students working overtime
in the factories and shops.l

In 1910-1911 evening sesslons were belng held
in Bishop, Campbell, Chaney, Everett, Greusel, Mec~
Millan, Russell, Newberry, and Trowbrlidge Schools as
well as Central, Eastern, and Western High Schools,
The enrollment in the grammar school was 1,988, with
1,660 males and 328 females, Enrollment in the total
program totaled 5,614, with 3,656 males and 1,958
females. There were 106 teachers, composed of 77 men
and 29 wemen;2

The day school too was experiencing its share
of foreign children. Many of these children, though
well-educated in thelr own countries, could not read,
write, or speak a word of English., In localitiles
where these chlldren were segregated, the placement

of them became a serlous problem, Children who would

1petroit Board of Education, Sixty-seventh An-
nual Report of the Board of Educatlion (Detrolt: De-
troit Board of Education, 1910), p. 133.. It was in
1909 that Ford began manufacturing Model T'!'s exclu-~
sively. Over 18,600 units were sold during the first
year of thils policy.

M. M. Quaife and Sidney Glazer chgg (New
York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1948), p:

2petroit Beard of Education, Sixty-eighth An-
nual Report of the Board of Education (Detrolt: De-~
Trolt Board of Education, 1911), P. 162.







45

normally be able to pursue grammar school courses
were placed in the primary schools until they learned
the English language. To meet the needs of those
children, a specilal foreign children's class was or-
ganized in the Bishop School.1

In 1911-1912 there was a 10% increase in enroll-
ment in the night school, due almost exclusively to
the desire of the foreign-born population to learn
English. It was necessary to open an extra room for
Hungarians at McMillan School early in October. A
new room for Germans was opened at the Russell School.
At the Bishop School two new rooms were opened for
the Hebrews, which made eight rooms open in that
school for education of "those industrious people."
At the Greusel School two new rooms were opened for
the Polish and one for Lithuanians. Another new
room for the Polish was opened at Newberry, and after
Christmas vacation a room was opened for forty-eight
Croatians at Trowbridge.2

Administration of the special or ungraded
classes of the day schools was combined with that of

the evening schools in 1912, Concentrated attention

11bid., p. 130.

2Detroit Board of Education, Sixty-ninth Annual
Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit
Board of Education, 1912), p. 148,
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continued to be given 1ln the evening classes to for-
eign students who wished to learn to read, write and
speak the English language. Statistics for this year
show fifty~five nationalities represented., The Pollsh
enrollment was the highest with 870 students, followed
by the Russian Jews with 617, the Germans with 297,
the Italians with 291, the Hungarians with 137, the
Canadians with 108, the English with 94, and the
Greeks with 50, Advanced studies were begun in the
high schools for foreigners, also.1

In 1913 the Scripps School opened to accommo-
date a colony of Belgians, and the enrollment reached
182, A class for Hollanders was opened at the Greusel
School and was so successful that two classes were
organized, with sesslons held twice a week. Except
for four classes of fifth and sixth grade, the ele-
mentary evening schools were devoted to the teaching
of the foreign student. New classes were opened from
time to time to meet the needs of the predominating
nationality in each locality. In the past, teachers
conversant in both languages had been preferred in
these classes. Experience, however, proved that this

policy was not necessary and that the same quality

lpetroit Board of Education, Seventieth Annual
Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: Detroit
Board of Education, 1913), P. 137.
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teachers preferred in the day school were more suc-
cessful, The total enrollment for 1913-1914 was
3,372--2,951 males and 429 females.1 In this year
an ungraded room was opened in the Cary School for
the forelgn boys in that area and a few others who
were far below grade level,

The Detroit schools were faced with the problem
of trylng to assimilate many thousands of foreilgners
each year, and, as the automobile and other industries
continued to prosper, the problem increased. The for-
eigners, with their own ideas and traditions mostly
gathered under governments more or less autocratic,
had to be assimilated into America and had to learn
to accept American ways as soon as possible,

By 1914-1915 the number of non-English-speak-
ing forelgners was increasing rapldly, and it was

necessary to strailn every nerve to educate those al-

ready there and be ready for the new immigrants as
they came to the city. The great new industries of
Detroilt produced opportunities for these newcomers
in excess of cities of greater population. The tre-
mendous increase in foreign population resulted in
pockets of different nationalities, which, addording

to the superintendent, was not an undesirable condi-~

lpetroit Board of Education, Seven%§-first
Annual Report of the Board of Education {Detrolt:
Detroit Board of Education, 191%4), p. 145.
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tion as long as 1t did not tend to repeat itself in

the second and third generations.l

If they did not
make Americans of them, but allowed them to remain in
little groups of European countries with their racial
differences, peculiarities and jealousies, it would
have made it more intricate solving an already com-
plicated problem.

This, then, was "the socializing function of
the evening elementary schools. To take the foreign-
ers, educate them in the fundamentals that they may
not be seriously handicapped in their efforts tg live
in the country of their adoption and indirectly, to
make Americans of them. In no other place can these
foreigners meet and learn of American ideals and
political life than in our schools., The school is
the natural rallying place of the nelghborhood group
and must have a social as well as an educational
effect,"?

With these ideals in mind the core of teachers
of the evenling school was changed to a conslderable
degree., The old idea that it was necessary for
Greek to teach Greek was elimlnated, and wide-awake,

soclally efficient Americans were put in charge of

lpetroit Board of Education, Seven%z—second
Annual Report of the Board of Education (Detroit:
Detroit Board of Education, 1915), p. 122,

2114,
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these rooms. The success of the effort was complete,
as better attendance, better results, and greater
Americanization was accomplished in every ore of the
schools.1 The teachers! responsibilities increased
each year, In addition to the routine work, they
were the actual advisors of many hundreds of foreign-
ers, Working as classroom counselors, teachers be-
came the informal Jjudge of the immigrants! personal
relations and found 1t necessary to find employment
for them because of their lack of knowledge of local
conditions,.

The high schools served mostly the American-
born of forelgn parents who wished to better their
position, though there were some ambltious first
generation immigrants who had graduated from the
evenling elementary schools. All of the high schools
were overcrowded, even though Northwestern had Jjoined
Western, Central, Cass, and Eastern in offering
courses. Most of these students had left school at
an early age because of economic conditions, or,
through their own desire, had worked a number of
years and then realized that their lack of knowledge
blocked their forward progress. The total enrollment

in the evening high schools for 1914-1915 was 4,710,

11bid., p. 123,
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with an average attendance of 2,686.1

War clouds over Europe had reduced immigration,
and there was only a 4% increase in the evening ele-
mentary school., Though thirty nationalitles were
represented in the evening elementary school, many of
whose relatives were still living in the contesting
countries, they all sat side by side, shared the same
book, and proved that they were "looking toward the
rising, not the setting, sun."? Table 4 shows the
nationality makeup of the evening elementary school
for 1914-1915 and 1915-1916.

There were more than 38,000 people in Detroit
in 1910 who could not read or write English, and, as
the forelgn employees continued to pour into the
"eity of cars", that number had increased tremendous-
1y by 1915.3 Little or nothing had been done to en-
courage these people to attend the evening elementary
classes, and the Tower of Babel continued to cast a
larger and larger shadow over this rapidly burgeoning

industrial metropolis.

11bid., p. 124,
21pid.

3Nationa1 Americanization Committee and the Com-
Mittee for Immigrants in America, Americanizing a City
(New York: by the Author, 1915), P. 3. This pamphlet
1s a particularly compact story of the Americanization
program in Detroit. Though the information that fol-
lows was gathered from various sources, this pamphlet
was the most valuable,
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TABLE 4.--Enrollment of foreign-born pupils in the
evening schools 1914-1915 and 1915-1916

1914- 19155 1914- 1915

People 19152 1918° People 19152 1916b
American . . . 4 Hungarian . . 642
Argentine . . 1 Italian . . . 368 924
Armenian . . . 55 65 Lithuanian . 64 230
Assyrian . . . 1 10 Macedonian . 9 1
Austrian . . . 64 545 Moravian , . I
Belglan . . . 128 298 Norwegian . . 12
Bohemian . . o+ 16 54 Polish . . « 975 2,812
Bulgarian . . 25 52 Polish Jew . 1
Canadian . . » 4 Roumanian . . 4 67
Colored . o o 1 8 Russian . . « 176 479
Cuban o o « & 2 Russian Jew . 473 445
Danish « « « &« 3 9 Scotch . o & 2 10
Egyptian . . o 2 Serbian . . . 15 58
English . . 11 6 Slavic .« o+ & 11
Finnish . . o 5 15 Spanish « . 3
French . . . o« 20 20 Swedish + + . 14 26
Fr. Canadian . 2 Swiss « o o » 1 5
German . « o o 301 518 Syrian . « . 8 28
German Jew . o T 55 Turkish . « o 4 6
Greek + o o o 51 122
Hollander ., . 28 34 Total o « « 02,838 7,578

apetroit Board of Education, Seven%x-second
Annual Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: De-
Troit Board of Education, 1915), p. 126.

Ppetroit Board of Education, Seventy-third
Annual Report of the Board of Education (Detroit: De~
Trolt Board of Education, 1916), p. 112.

But in the spring of 1915, with the threat of
the Ruropean conflict coming closer, the fear of the
consequences of having a series of European colonies
in their midst moved the community to action. The
budget for the evening schools was doubled, and an

intensive recruiting campaign blanketed the city with
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pamphlets and posters advertising the evening schools,

The Board of Education first turned to the
Board of Commerce to implement its program, belleving
that the employer could direct non-English-speaking
workmen to the schools in a manner not available to
the Board of Education. Besldes, the Board of Com-
merce had already been engaged in an Americanization
program of 1ts own, growing out of a study made of
the unemployed through the winter of 1914-1915, It
had discovered that 51% of the unemployed could not
speak English, and the demand during that period of
excess labor was only for English-speaking men. The
Board of Commerce, with the invited cooperation of
the Committee for Immigrants in America, made an
immigrant survey of Detrolt, and as a result of its
recommendations formed an immigration bureau for
Detroit. The rquest for ald from the Board of Edu-
cation was forwarded to this committee, and it de~
clded to make the night school its first order of
work.

A letter was sent to all industries employing
100 or more men, requesting their cooperation in
urging all non-English-speaking men to register at
the Detroit Public Schools on September 13, 1915.
The response was excellent, Many employers were
enthusiastic, commenting about the difficulty they
had experienced with their non-English-speaking
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employees. Almost all cooperated by putting up
posters and including slips in the pay envelopes
telling of the opportunity of learning English and
becoming citizens by attending the night schools.
Many of the companies made 1t clear that hereafter
they would prefer those men who were attending night
school and making an attempt to learn English and
become citizens. Some went so far as to make atten-
dance compulsory. The Northway Company, for example,
established a school of its own and offered its men
a threefold choice: to attend the factory class in
English; to attend the public night school; or to be
laild off, Cadillac Motors tried to popularize at-
tendance by working with the leaders of the various
immigrant groups. Solvay Corporation proposed a
two-cent increase to its workers who learned the
English language. This plan worked out well econom-
ically for the company through the savings on inju-
ries and damage to equipment which could be traced
to employees' lack of knowledge of English.

Many employers had not been aware of the ex-
tent of the lack of knowledge of English of their
workers, One employer who felt that he had very few
who did not speak English was amazed to learn that
there were between 500 and 600 non-English speakers
in his plant. Most employees did not resist the

program, one company reporting that, of eighty-one

...
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men who did not speak English, seventy-eight saild
they were eager to attend night school, about which
they had not known, while the remaining three re-
ported that they were too old to learn English.

Henry Ford alded the movement by inviting
sixty representatives of the employers to a lunch-
eon at the Ford plant in order that they might ob-
serve the Ford English School, at which attendance
was mandatory for non-English-speaking workmen. The
work of thils school had convinced Ford of the practi-
cability of developing English-speaking workers in a
short period of time.

The superintendent and the Board of Education
met all situations presented to them by the employ-
ers of the city. One employer was assured that
classes would be avallable for hils men even though
his men shifted from day to night shift every week
or two., The Morgan and Wright Company, employing
hundreds of non-English-speaking men who worked
particularly late evenlng hours, reported that it
would be impossible for the men to reach the night
school on time, The Board of Education guaranteed
to furnish ten regular teachers for classes to be
held at night in the Morgan and Wright plant, requir-
ing that the company furnish and equip ten class-
rooms. Between TOO and 800 men were able to be

served that otherwise would have been denled the
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beneflts of the schools. In making the arrangements,
the Board of Commerce recommended that part of the
time spent in classrooms be company time, that the
men be able to get supper in the factory, and that
adequate facilitles for recreation be included., Pa-
ternalistic involvement of this nature was exceed-
ingly important because unlons were practically non-
existent in Detroit factories at this time. If the
immigrants had been organized into labor unions, the
Americanization program might have proceeded at a
different pace. The program might never have got
a start at all, But, on the other hand, the resent-
ment which so obviously bullt up later might have
been staved off and long-range benefits accrued.

Cooperating in this endeavor were the priests
and ministers who mentioned in their sermons the
importance of golng to the evening schools., Father
Herr, whose parish was made up of 25,000 Polish
people who seldom heard any English, issued a state-
ment commending the Americanizatlion program and urg-
ing his parishioners to a better and broader American
ciltizenship. The two Sundays preceding the opening
of the evenlng schools, the ministers of every for-
elgn congregation were asked to announce the night
of the school opening, adding thelr strong recommenda-
tion to attend. Many of the ministers called or

wrote to say that they were glad to cooperate. Hand-
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bills were distributed at the various foreign church-
es at{the close of services, Because of a local ordi-
nance, the pollice commlssioner informed the Board of
Commerce that they must stand well within church prop-
erty to pass out the handbills. A letter was sent
to all the priests or pastors asking them to phone
the Board of Commerce 1f they had any objection to
thelr people passing out handbills in the church,
No objections were received, agd some called to say
that the distributors would be welcome and the ushers
would give any assistance desired.

The public library was of great assistance,
especlally during the summer, in getting the informa-~
tion to the foreigners. Cards were placed in all the
books telling of the summer school program, and chil-
dren who took out books were told how important it
was to get the message home to thelr parents. The
heads of the libraries reported the names of the
important immigrants in the community who would have
great power in persuading and promoting the night
schools among their people. The city Recreation De-
partment sent home 5,000 similar cards through its
playground and swimmlng programs. Nurses of the
Health Board were instructed to carry handbills
printed in seven different languages,and make a defi-
nite appeal to both men and women to attend the night

school, The Poor Commission used the handbills and
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pbq samekmethods,‘vThey also made_it Qleag to phe
noﬁ-English;speaking men and women who came therg
fqr assistanee that they were expected to learn the
English language and that i1t was an obllgation for
them to take advantage of the night school oppqrtﬁ-
nltles. The Juvenlle Court issued handbills with
all widows'! pension papers. The three maln employ-
ment bureaus in Detrolt distnibuted the bllls, very
carefully explaining to the men thelr tremendous .
1mportance;_ Two of the bureaus had special police
officers givihg the handbills to each non-English—
speaking man who applled for work, The Bureau Qf
Employe:s Agsagiation, though it did'net solicit
wquvfor the_non;English;speaking or in general for
laborers, turned away foreigners at the door, but
the policeman in charge now was lnstructed to see
that every one of these men recelved a handbill,
Any that dld get through the door had to show that
they could at lgast write thelr name. Thosg_that
had difficulty were told personally of the night
school and u:ged to attend.

The Employers Assoclation planned to fcllow up
thg night sehoql‘campaign by making night schogl gté
tendance a feature of their record cards.v They en;
gaged 1ntezpreters who explained to the men that
thelr opportunities for getting a Job depended on

thelr knowing English.







58

The Boy Scouts covered the immigrant sections
of the city with a handbill distribution. These were
in several languages and told the time and place of
the night school. In one case, because of the diffi-
culty in getting the Boy Scout group together be-
cause of thelr vacatlion, a squad of fifteen little
Sicilian boy and girl privates, dressed in their
best clothes, covered the whole Italian neighbor-~
hood in record time. In all, 125,000 handbills were
distributed throughout the immigrant sectlons.

Women's clubs also alded in the distribution
of handbills., As there was no Greek type in Detroit,
a Greek merchant called the Greek colony together to
urge thelr attendance at the night schools and went
to the expense of having handbills printed in New
York for distribution among them., Signs were placed
everywhere in the immigrant sections--~in factories,
soclal agencles, settlements, recreation centers,
commissions, and many small shops and saloons. The
people seemed to appreciate seeing their own lan-
guage under a picture of Uncle Sam shaking hands
with a worker and the words "America First" at the
top. The saloonkeepers recelved the sisnsbwith keen
interest and placed them in prominent places.

As the opening grew near, the Polish Daily
Record and the Italian Voce del populo encouraged

thelr readers to attend the schools, Russlan Life,
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Italian Tribune, and the Hungarian News were also
active in thelr support. Next to the priests, these
newspapers written in native tongues were most in-
fluential in recommending a new idea. All of the
English newspapers and magazines between August 18
and September 13 gave space to the night school open-
ing. Widely shown was a movie made by the Ford Motor
Company which depicted men being turned away because
they could not speak English.

On September 13 record-breaking numbers en-
rolled in the evening schools. The evening high
school showed a 31% increase, while in the elementary
schools the increase was 120.2% in enrollment. The
increase in the foreign~born in the evening schools
was a whopping 167%. The total enrollment for the
year was 12,641, of which 7,897 were enrolled in the
Americanization schools.l

Frederick S, DeGalan was then hired as full-
time attendance officer for the evening school, with
the objective of promoting night school attendance of
aliens. He worked closely with the United States
government, which was making a special effort to
Americanize the foreign element in the population,
using the schools as the chief vehicle. The United

1Detroit Board of Education, Seventr:z-third
Annual Report of the Board of Education (Detroit:
Detroit Board of Education, 1916), pp. 111-112,
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States Bureau of Naturalization, Department of Labor,
furnished a 1list of prospective citizens by supplying
the evening school with the names of aliens as they
applied for citizenship in the district. Letters
written by the Bureau, advising aliens to attend the
evening school, were turned over to the schools with
the request that these be delivered either by a per-
sonal vislt from the attendance officer or by pupils
of the evening school enlisted for that purpose. The
schools were also asked to keep a record of the prog-
ress and attendance of the aliens who enrolled.

To augment the work, Mr. DeGalan attempted to
canvass every nelghborhood where foreigners resided
in numbers, using cards provided by the Bureau of
Naturalization. The method of having pupils help to
canvass was a fallure, Either the students showed
no interest or when they did show an interest they
met with no success. Though calling personally at
2,218 addresses, Mr, DeGalan interviewed only eighty
people who expressed ilnterest in the evening schools,
but it was impossible to determine how many of those
attended the schools., The Bureau of Naturalilzation
had furnished the schools with a list of 5,589 names,
and there was no valid reason to believe that any
better results would have been obtained with the
uncanvassed. Mr. DeGalan was of the opinion that

indiscriminate calls of this nature did not warrant
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the expense.

The intensity of the Americanization program
was not unique to Detroit. It was a nationwlde cam-
palign spearheaded and guided by an amazing woman,
Frances Kellor, During the war years the movement to
Americanize the foreigner reached evangelistic heights
through the cooperation of groups who were tradition-
ally diametrically opposed. The humanitarian and
bigot both desired the assimilation of the foreilgner.
The post-war "Red Scare" gave the nationalist a con-
tinued reason to support the Americanization program,
but with the war over the forelgn groups reacted
against the program. By the 1920's the "Red Scare"
subsided, and the nationalist and the bigot, feeling
a sense of failure and dissolution, decided that the
foreigner was incorrigibly unassimilable. It was
better to keep him out of the mainstream of American
life, and rejection of the immigrant became stronger
by far than during the pre-war indifrerence.l

In Detroilt it was found necessary to open

three new bulldings to handle the large number of

lJohn Higham, Strangers In the Land (New York:
Atheneum, 1963), pp. 234-63. This book 1s a scholar-
1y and fascinating account of the tribulations that
the immigrant faced as he entered his newly chosen
country. It tells of discrimination, bigotry, vio-
lence, and indifference, and of the immigrants' re-
silience to these adverse forces.
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applicants in the fall of 1915. These classes were
filled dilrectly and remailned filled throughout the
term, The Roberts System of teachlng English to
forelgners was adopted. Thls system was the practi-
cal outgrowth developed by Peter Roberts, a trained
soclologlst, through evenling classes he had organized
in English and civics under the sponsorship of the
Y. M, C, A.l The foreigners quickly grasped this
method and at the close of the session most of them
possessed a vocabulary of 300 words and could intelli-
gently read the English newspapers., The Board of
Commerce prepared a text which it furnished free of
charge for a course in citizenshlip or practlcal
civics.2

Through the courts and the Bureau of Immigra-
tion, it was made possible to prepare for naturali-
zation, lncluding filling out the necessary forms,
at the schools, Two months after the opening of the
schools, the Bureau of Naturalization was processing
eighty applicants a day., Table 4 shows the number
of each natlionality who enrolled in the evening
school for 1915-1916 (see page 51).

In the fall of 1916 the Americanization pro-

gram of the elementary evenlng school showed a de-

l1p14., pp. 238-39.
2Detroit Board of Education, op. cit., p. 112.
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crease of 85%.1 There were several reasons for the
decrease in enrollment: (1) A total of 1,096 foreign-
ers entered the evening high schools having completed
the work up toc the seventh grade, The decrease 1ln
the evenlng elementary school was met wlth a corres-
ponding increase in the evening high schocl of 88.9%,
There was a demand far in excess of expectation for
commercial and technical instruction. (2) The effect
of the war on immigration resulted in féwfif any new
foreigners entering the city. (3) The factories were
no longer lgnding thelr support‘td the program.2
(4) A large number of private schools sprang up which
éffered glittering inducements to the foreigners,
These schools for the most part were closed in a few
months, and thelr students, discouraged, did not care
to enter the evening schools, feeling that they were
too far behind,

Writing in 1921, Frank Cody offers some other
causes for the drop in attendance, It had started to
drop off in 1916 when 4,268 were enrolled, compared
with 7,897 enrolled in 1915-1916. It was still above

1Betroit Board of Educatlen, Seventy-fourth and
Seventy-fifth Annual Report of the Board of Education
IDetioit~ Detroit Board of Education, 1917 and 19187,
p. 142, :

2

After the lnitlal fervor the factory owners be-
came apathetic as wartime profits and problems of
priority and supply occupled thelr time., Because of
the advanced publiclty, many may have expected instant
results and when the results weren't forthcoming they
felt the investment of time and money of lilttle value,
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the 1914-1915 total of 3,506, In 1917-1918 it
dropped to almost nothing.l In the officlal report
of the superintendent, there 1s no note of this drop
to almost nothing. It states that instead of opening
a large number of elementary schools, as in the past,
the Americanization work was combined with the con-
tinuation work, wlth a resulting savings of several
thousand dollars. It then reports that the number
of aliens attendlng the Americanization school was
lower than 1n previous years and would contlinue to be
80 untll the close of the war opened ilmmigratlion to
the country. There is no mention of the number in the
Americanization program until the 1919-1920 report,
when 1t reports that lnstruction was given to 920 for-
elghers unable to speak English, which 1s less than
12% of the number enrolled in 1915-1916.2

Cody clalmed that there were those who bene-~
fited from thelr countryments ignorance of the lang-
uage and customs of Amerlca and that these lmmigrants
were working to malntain the status quo. These lndi-
viduals secured them employment, did their legal work,
gave them medical attentiqn, and qont:ol;ed tbe spir=-

lFrank Cody, "What One Representative American
City Is Deing in Teaching Americanism," The Detroit
Journal of Education, I, no. 4 (June, 1921), 7.
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