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ABSTRACT

FACTORS INFLUENCING INTERNATIONAL NEWS COVERAGE
IN JAPANESE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS

By
Hiromi Cho

This study was designed to explore the impact of organizational
and market factors on international news coverage in Japanese local
newspapers. Five research questions were tested through a content
analysis of an one-week constructed sample from 48 Japanese local
newspapers during the period from January 1995 to June 1995. T-tests
and multiple regression were used to test research questions.

The study found that the difference of publication style
influenced international news coverage, while the difference of
publication cycle did not influence international news coverage.
Although papers with competition had more direct influence on
international news coverage than those without competition, other
market factors had little influence on the international news coverage.
Also, like Western wire services, news from Japanese wire services was
more likely to be hard news as well as conflict-oriented news. It was
concluded that the criteria of Japanese local newspapers was more

content-oriented than context-oriented news selection.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

The development of technology has brought about revolutionary
changes in communication among nations. The communication
revolution appears to increasingly lead to the creation of what McLuhan
and Fiore termed “a global village,”! with regional and intercontinental
links. New communication technology has improved the capacity to
disseminate news and information across national boundaries with
amazing speed. Markham observed the phenomenon that mass
communication has made it possible, within the present generation, for
people to become widely aware of world societies and the larger
complex of which they are a part.?’ What occurs in one country may
have repercussions in other countries. It is partly because of the
interdependence of countries and the global dimensions of
developments in different nations that the mass media of each country
devote some proportion of their coverage to news and information
about occurrences elsewhere in the world.

However, a paradox in the present rapid transmission of
international news and information is an ever-growing concern over the
images that one group in the world community receives of another via
its mass media. The industrialized countries complain about the
quantity and quality aspects of the news flow. Their claim represents
the serious imbalance of the news flow, which results in an ignorance of

the political and cultural traditions of their countries. This concern was
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mirrored at the several conferences and meetings sponsored by United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, Third World
nations, and private organizations. Participants discussed a “new world
information order” and reconsidered the concept of free flow of world
information.®> The Declaration on Mass Media, which was adopted in
November 1978 by the UNESCO General Conference in Paris stressed
the contribution of the mass media to a “well-balanced transmission of
information” and comprehension of international issues among the
general public in nations of the world.

What are the main reasons for the “imbalanced international
information flow?” To answer this question, one must first understand
the journalists’ work. One of the jobs of journalists is collecting,
reporting, and commenting on news and current affairs for publication
in newspapers.* However, is it possible for journalists to cover all the
events in the world? Stanley Walker of the New York Herald-Tribune

defined news as “... more unpredictable than the winds. Some times it

is the repetition with new characters of tales as old as the pyramids,
and again, it may be almost outside the common experience.”> As
Walker said, covering all the events in the world is impossible because
news is unpredictable.

Reporters have to decide everyday what events to cover, and
editors have to select, from all the news that reporters gather, what to
publish in the newspaper. If there were enough reporters in a
newspaper company to cover events all over the world, and if space in
a newspaper was unlimited, imbalanced international information flow
may not occur, because journalists and editors would not need to
select news. In the selection process of news, imbalanced international

information flow may occur. The most predominant determinants that
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affect the news flow may be journalists themselves, but publishing a
newspaper is a joint project. Journalists work in an organization, and
organizational factors may cause an imbalanced flow of international
information. Three primary organizational factors influencing
international news are 1) capital, 2) the number of wire services a
newspaper company subscribes to and 3) percentage of stories that
come from wire services. These factors affect international coverage
in a variety of ways. For example, some newspapers lack adequate
capital to operate their organization. Most do not have enough staff
members to cover events all over the world. Still other newspapers
lack access to wire services. As a result, each newspaper agency’s
ability to collect and transmit news is affected by the availability of
resources.

Market factors also may influence an imbalanced international
information flow, because newspaper companies are privately owned
organizations. Udell viewed the relationship between marketing
concept and newspaper organization as “the distribution and sale of
goods; marketing was seen as a final operation -- what happens
between the last station on an assembly line and the ultimate sale of
the product to a customer. In this sense, newspapers have been
marketing for as long as they have existed.”® As long as newspaper
companies are business companies, they have to make a profit.
Shoemaker and Reese stated that media workers try to anticipate what
the desired target audience wants.” The process through which a
journalist is socialized to the norms and routines of an advertiser-
funded medium should draw the journalist’s attention toward the

audience he or she is writing for.® The content of the news is influenced
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by market factors such as competition, political, economic, and cultural
ties.

As I have stated, I assume that an imbalanced international
information flow is caused mainly by two factors: organizational factors
and market factors. Understanding the two factors will help to fulfill
the UNESCO’s goal of balanced transmission of information among
nations and to aid mutual understanding among nations by the mass
media.

The purpose of this study is to examine the impact of
organizational factors and market factors on international news flow in
Japanese daily local newspapers. Little published research exists about
this topic in Japan. The Japan Newspaper Publishers and Editors
Association has researched media and international news coverage in
Japanese newspapers.® However, those studies presented data related
only to the number and length of international news stories. The Japan
Newspaper Publishers and Editors Association did not examine the
influence of organizational and market factors on international news
coverage. Nihon Hoso Kyokai (NHK, Japan Broadcasting Corporation)
also initiated and completed research in the area of Japanese media.
Research by NHK is limited, because of its solely descriptive nature,
which failed to look critically at organizational and market factors that
affect international news coverage. NHK's research was also restricted
because it focused on one special interest news topic at a time. NHK
collected all data on this topic rather than considering all of the factors
that influence coverage and presentation of international news as well
as the affect of these factors on the amount of international news

coverage a paper is able to report. Both of these agencies have made
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important contributions to Japanese media-focused scholarship.
However, their research was limited to length and numbers.

In the 1970s, media scholarship began to shift its focus to the
importance of influential factors on international news coverage, e.g.,
newsworthiness or resources. Contemporary work in this field has
moved even farther by expanding its focus to synthesize the factors of
international news coverage, which were identified in previous studies.
Nowadays, most researchers in advanced counties, like the United
States, examine factors of international news coverage from two
aspects, context and content, and then attempt to synthesize them.
Following this tendency, this study also looked at international news
coverage in Japanese local newspapers using these two approaches:
the context-oriented approach, the leading approach; and content-
oriented approach. The main reasons were these: 1) The tendency of
international news coverage study is moving toward synthesizing the
data of content and context; 2) Mass communication in Japan has been
growing rapidly since World War II, but there is little research in this
area of study in Japan; 3) This study makes it possible for future
studies to compare the data from Japan to that of other countries.

This study focused on local newspapers because those
newspapers have been forced to change their style in modern society.
Local newspapers in Japan have not experienced “competition” since
they were established. During World War II, all media in Japan were
strictly controlled by government. In this media controlled process, the
Japanese government issued a regulation on July 24, 1942, that allowed
only one local paper in each province.” Therefore, local newspapers
did not have any competition in their province. Even though there have

been five national newspapers in Japan, national papers did not have a
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highly sophisticated distribution system. In other words, they did not
have local offices for printing.!! National papers had to transport
newspapers published at their main offices to local areas. Most local
readers felt that news in national papers was not as current as the
news in local papers because of the extra distribution time; therefore,
local newspapers had a stronger influence in the competition between
the two in each province, especially in rural areas.

However, the competition between local papers and national
papers has gotten more intense because national papers have built
local printing and distribution offices and have focused their efforts on
expanding local news coverage. Today, national papers have begun to
invade local newspapers’ territory by adding local news sections.
Reacting to the competition, local newspapers have changed their
publication style in a variety of ways, such as using more color. For
these reasons, this study examined local newspapers in Japan. In doing
so, this study tested several propositions about organizational and
market factors that influenced international news flow. To measure
news flow, the organizational factors were capital, the number of wire
services a newspaper company subscribes to, and percentage of
stories that come from wire services. The market factors were
competition, political, economic, and cultural ties among nations. This
study used a content analysis of a stratified random sample of
newspapers.

In Chapter 2, the theoretical research and history of international
news coverage study are explored. Theories from two types of
approaches, the content-oriented approach and the context-oriented
approach, are described. Chapter 3 presents the findings of

international news flow research and outlines the resultant research
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questions and rationales. Chapter 4 outlines the methodology of this
study. This chapter also describes the sampling procedures, definition
of dependent and independent variables, coding process, reliability,
validity, and the statistical tests used to address the research
questions. The findings of content analysis are outlined in Chapter 5.
Research results as well as post questions for further research are

stated in Chapter 6.
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Chapter 2
THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

Studies of international news coverage have found various
influences on international news coverage. In the study of international
news flow, many news factors have been proposed and tested
regarding the coverage of international events or information flow
among nations. This study identified organizational and market factors
that influenced the coverage or lack of coverage of international news
in Japanese local newspapers. Most of the theoretical thinking of
foreign news coverage can be categorized into two categories, context-
oriented versus content-oriented, with the former being the leading
approach. These two approaches to the study of international news
coverage differ in theoretical and operational dimensions. The context-
oriented approach looks at the origin of foreign news and its
relationships with contextual variables, such as political relationships,
economic relationships, cultural relevance, and social distance.
Meanwhile, the content-oriented approach looks at the characteristics
inherent in the foreign event itself, such as the conflicting nature of
events, in determining whether foreign events will be covered in the
mass media.

In this chapter, the constructed theories of this discipline are
described. Only a few major studies in its history were introduced as

prominent studies for constructing theories. Therefore, details about
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each of the factors or other studies related to international news
coverage study are stated in Chapter 3.

Content-Oriented Approach

Many studies have proposed theoretical predictors of
international news ‘coverage from the point of view of the content-
oriented approach. Early discussions of international news coverage
began in the early 1950s. The International Press Institute (IPI) and the
United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) started a tradition of descriptive studies.! The IPI
investigated the foreign news content of the press in many countries
and promoted the free exchange of accurate and non-biased news
among nations.? UNESCO’s early studies were descriptive
communications surveys.’> Many researchers at this time proved
national stereotypes and general images of America in mass media in
other countries.* These studies provided a descriptive look at the
pattern of international news flow.

In the next decades, Galtung and Ruge illuminated 12 possible
factors.> They concluded that conflict-oriented news is more often
covered by the mass media. A study of the coverage of magazines
showed that magazines in the United States gave the most play to
conflict.® Lent suggested that international news coverage in the United
States is often crisis-oriented, although he did not examine the
proposition using statistical methods.’

Masmoudi claimed that events in developing countries are
distorted by the stress of crises by the mass media in developed
countries.® Media in industrialized countries are primarily concerned
with the crises of developing countries. The results of research about

Western press coverage of foreign news generally supported the
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contention that “Third World” nations are portrayed in a negative
manner.

The theory proposes that international news coverage tends to
be conflict-oriented and tends to emphasize its negativity.
Industrialized countries’ media tend to focus on conflict and crisis as
the predominant forms of newsworthiness.

Context-Oriented Approach

A UNESCO study showed how newspapers in 17 countries
covered the global news during one week.” Most researchers focused
particularly on “imbalanced news flow” between developed and
developing countries. Markham, who compared foreign news in U.S.
newspapers to that in South American newspapers, found that the
South American press covered Western Europe twice as often as U.S.
newspapers did.'°

In the 1960s, Schramm! presented a more systematic analysis of
international news flow. Hart looked at news flow between the United
States and Canada.’? In another study, Hart suggested one standard.
He found that more powerful nations deserved a larger proportion of
space in less powerful nations’ newspapers than the opposite.??
Schramm and Hart identified the major variables in the study of
international news process. The first real efforts to develop theoretical
explanations for news flow came in the mid-1960s by Scandinavian
scholars. For example, Ostgaard proposed a simple theory of some
factors influencing news flow.* He grouped the factors into political
and economic and argued that the news media tended to reinforce the
divisions of the world between high status nations and low status
nations."”” Galtung and Ruge proposed a theory that offered insights
into the factors influencing the flow of news, although they did not
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specify the list of factors.'® They suggested that international news
flow was influenced by cultural proximity, the power of nations, the
saliency of elite nations and peoples, and the negativity of events.

Ten years later, Hester approached the study of international
news and information flow from the international relations perspective,
offering some propositions about the determinants of news and
information flow among national systems.!” Hester suggested that
cultural affinities and economic association among nations were
determinants of international news coverage.!* Most of the studies
dealt with national systems. The largest of the studies in late 1970s
was a UNESCO-funded project which looked at international news
reporting across 29 countries.’® Many scholars such as Sande® and
Rosengren? attempted to test these factors to refine the theoretical
base of such studies. Rosengren suggested that factors such as gross
national product and foreign trade were objective measures of a
country’s eliteness and that news coverage devoted to a country might
reasonably be expected to correspond to its standing in the hierarchy
of elite nations.?

The approach suggested that some environmental factors other
than news itself influence international news coverage. Degree of
relationships among countries affect international news coverage.
International relationships greatly influence international media
coverage and can result in an imbalance in news flow between
developing and developed countries.

Integration of the Two Studies

More recently, Hur assessed the first twenty years of research
efforts toward an understanding of news flow.?? Noting a lack of

synthesis in the field, his critique laid the ground work for a new series
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of research efforts that would set out to re-address the fundamental
theoretical issues of news flow.*# Some researchers have examined
factors influencing international news coverage from the two sides
simultaneously.  Lacy, Chang, and Lau examined 114 newspapers in the
United States from the two aspects, and they found that the business
nature of newspapers influenced foreign news coverage and content.?
Chang, Shoemaker, and Brendlinger examined the coverage of
international events focusing on the conceptualizations of the
construct “deviance.”” Chang also examined editors’ perceptions of
foreign news criteria as well as factors influencing editors’ perceptions
such as the market and organizational characteristics of the media.?®
Summary

In summary, the hypothesized factors influence on international
news coverage in this study were based on the application of theories
concerning content-oriented and context-oriented approaches. This
study examined international news coverage in Japanese local
newspapers with both approaches, the context-oriented and content-
oriented approaches. Using the hypothesis in the content-oriented
approach, this study examined whether international news coverage in
Japanese local newspapers was conflict-oriented. Also, applying
another hypothesis associated with context-oriented approach study,
this study examined if international news coverage in Japanese local
newspapers was influenced by factors other than news itself, such as
national ties or market factors.

Before stating hypotheses from these theories, a review of
existing literature helps to clarify the relationships between each of the

factors and international news coverage. Numerous studies have
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examined international news flow from various sides applying these

theories.
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Chapter 3
LITERATURE REVIEW

To examine studies about factors influencing international news,
this chapter is divided into four sections. The first looks at the effects
of organizational factors on newspaper content. It reports research
findings about capital and wire services. The second traces the
background of market factors. The review examines how competition,
political, economic, and cultural relations influence international news
coverage. The third looks at whether the content of international news
coverage is conflict-oriented. The last section addresses how the
classification of story topics and story types in past studies have
inspired a critical view of international news content. The subdivisional
categorization of story topics and story types helps gain an insight into
the effects of organizational and market factors.

Organizational Factors
Capital

Most newspapers exist in an economic environment because they
are profit-making organizations. Aspects of this environment
determine how the newspaper company must allocate its resources to
survive.

The Berkowitz's study looked at local television news selection to
identity factors other than news judgment that determine story

selection.! Focusing on items for 5 o’clock and 6 o’clock evening

18
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newscasts at a network-affiliate television station in Indianapolis, he
found that the news budget had an great effect on the news selection.

Lacy studied the effects of intracity competition on daily
newspaper content.? He used a randomly stratified sample of 114
newspapers. Six representative variables were used as financial
resources: number of reporters, percent of all newspaper space given
to news and editorial material, square inches of space per reporter,
percent of news section given to news copy, percent of news section
given in-depth coverage, and number of wire services. In-depth
coverage was included in the allocation of financial resources because
it requires extra time, more reporters, and greater expertise. Factor
analysis of twenty-one content measures confirmed that the budget
allocation process appeared to be involved in creating newspaper
content. He concluded that one of the primary factors that affected
newspaper content came from the budget allocation process.

Chu suggested in his qualitative report that organizational
factors influence the news flow.> Although he did not state exactly how
the budget influenced the newspaper’s content, his explanation of how
a news organization works implied that budget affected the content of
newspapers. He said that a news organization is like a social structure
having goals and hierarchy of roles. Power and status in an
organization determine how much one can get of what one wants in the
competitive media world. Therefore, correspondents stationed in big
capitals often have greater chances of “winning” than those in less
conspicuous locations. This implies that the power differences among
news organizations influence newspaper coverage. Because often
power is associated with money, it can be said that Chu’s study

supported the effect of budget on the newspaper content.
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Many studies have recognized budget as a factor that influences
the content of news; however, this study used capital instead of budget
as one of its independent variables for three major reasons. First, it
was very difficult to obtain information about budgets.* Calling several
newspaper agencies in Japan to get information about their budgets,
the researcher found that most newspaper companies did not have a
clear categorization of budget, or they did not reveal the information.®
The vagueness of the categorization of budget in Japanese newspaper
companies means that the Japanese newsroom can easily exceed one’s
budget, while in many U.S. companies, the newsroom can not exceed its
budget by very much, unless there is a very strong reason. Thus, the
budget process in Japan becomes more vague in nature than one in the
United States. The agencies’ unwillingness to reveal internal information
to the public has arisen from the fact that their stock is not sold to the
public. Because their stock is not sold to the public, newspaper
agencies do not have to reveal their financial information.

Second, lacking budget information, capital was chosen because
it was positively correlated with budget. Capital is defined as an
investment by stockholders to operate a business. Capital does not
include visible assets such as buildings, land, cars, printing machines,
etc. It is an invisible fund. If capital was large, then it was assumed
that the budget was also large. Capital directly and strongly influences
the jobs of the journalists, e.g., editing and reporting. Capital indicates
a fundamental fund that is needed to operate a newspaper company.

Lastly, it was possible to compile a list of the exact amounts of
the capital of Japanese newspapers because stocks in Japanese
newspaper companies are basically fixed for an important reason:

“independence.” It is important for Japanese newspaper companies to



21

avoid the possibility of a few stockholders, who are not knowledgeable,
serving the public and committed to being in charge of decision making.
If this occurs, there is a greater chance that the neutral standpoint of
newspapers will be violated by these stockholders. Afraid that this
could become a reality, newspaper agencies must work to maintain
their dedication to serving the public as a whole, not just focusing on
the interests of a few stockholders. To maintain independence, stock
is not sold to the public. The share of newspapers are unlisted and
usually sold only to employees. Even media moguls like Rupert
Murdoch would find it practically impossible to buy Japanese media
stock.

The lack of the available data for Japanese newspaper budgets
has resulted in this research choosing capital as one of the factors
affecting international news coverage. Capital represented funds that
were needed to operate a newspaper company. Capital is one of the
best measurements which represents money available to journalists.
With this assumption, this study examined the relationship between
capital and foreign news coverage.

Wire Services

Newspaper companies are largely dependent on wire services for
international news, although some disperse correspondents all over the
world to cover events. One of the early studies by IPI found that news
agencies are the paramount source for most newspapers.® McNelly, in
his study of gatekeeping, reported that because most foreign news
came from wire services, these news decisions were made in major
bureaus of the big wire services.” Many researchers have looked at the
relationships between wire services and news coverage.®! Markham

found that most newspapers rely heavily on wire services for a large
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proportion of their stories.® Gold and Simmons examined 24 daily
newspapers in Iowa.!° Informally comparing rank orderings of
Associated Press wire copy used by the dailies and the frequency of
the content appearances on the AP wire, they concluded that the use of
news among the dailies paralleled the AP distribution patterns. Gieber
found that 16 telegraph editors in Wisconsin whose newspapers
subscribed only to the Associated Press were heavily dependent on the
AP budget for their selection. A study conducted by Lacy, Chang, and
Lau discovered the relationship between dependence on wire copy and
foreign news coverage.!! Their study using regression analysis showed
a high correlation between the percentage of news space filled by wire
copy and the percentage of news space allotted for foreign news.

Weaver and Mullins analyzed 46 daily newspapers in 23 U.S.
cities.!? They found the leading newspapers subscribed to an average
of 3.7 news services per paper while smaller newspapers did an
average of 2.6 per paper. In addition to the most-used service,
Associated Press, the leading papers were more likely than the smaller
newspapers to subscribe to each of the following services: United
Press International, The New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, The
Washington Post, the Chicago Daily News, the Dow Jones News Service,
and the North American Newspaper Alliance.

Danielson and Adams worked on the national study of the
newspaper coverage of the 1960 presidential campaign.”* They
analyzed what factors could be found to be related to the
completeness of campaign coverage. A sample of 90 newspapers was
examined. The result showed that the number of wire services was

positively correlated with the news coverage’s completeness.
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Most of the local newspapers in Japan depend largely on the
Kyodo Wire Service.* The Kyodo Wire Service is a union wire service
organized by most of the newspapers in Japan, excluding a few national
newspapers, YomiuriShimbun, Asahi Shimbun, and Mainichi Shimbun.

One of Kyodo’s activities is delegating correspondents to important

countries forming a network to cover international news.

Because many studies revealed the newspapers’ heavy
dependency on wire services for international news coverage and its
influence on the news contents, this study considered wire services as
one of the important determinants in newspaper coverage. The study
looked at the relationship between the difference in the number of wire
services a newspaper subscribes to as well as percentage of stories
that come from wire services and the impact these have on foreign
news coverage.

Market Factors

Competition

Competition in Japan

In Japan, competition between national papers and local papers,
especially in metropolitan areas, is very high."* Lacy defined this type of
competition as “umbrella competition.” Umbrella competition exists
when a daily newspaper begins circulating in a market that is the central
market for another existing newspaper.'® This type of competition
consists of several layers of competition.” In Japan, the first layer is
comprised of national daily newspapers that have national coverage.
Five national newspapers, YomiuriShimbun, Asahi Shimbun, Mainichi
Shimbun, Sankei Shimbun, and Nihon Keizai Shimbun are in this layer.

The second layer is composed of large metropolitan daily newspapers

that have regional coverage. Three metropolitan newspapers are in this
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layer: Hokkaido Shimbun, ChunichiShimbun, and Nishi Nipppon Shimbun.
The third layer is composed of suburban dailies surrounding the cities

that have first and second layer newspapers. Japanese local daily
newspapers are in this layer. Third layer newspapers are very local in
nature. Weekly newspapers and shoppers make up the fourth layer.
Rosse hypothesized that as one moves down the layers, the
newspapers become more local in nature.'®

Competition

Rosse, who proposed a conceptual model for intercity
competition, mentioned the importance of the effects of umbrella
competition on newspaper content,'® but there has been little research
conducted in this area. The following two studies looked at the impact
of this competition on advertising and circulation but not its effect on
content. Lacy examined intercity competition and its effects on
metropolitan, small daily newspapers, and weekly newspapers based on
Rosse’s umbrella model of inter-layer competition.® A three-layer
model instead of Rosse’s four-layer model was used. The areas of 13
large standard metropolitan statistical areas in Texas, Louisiana,
Oklahoma, Arkansas, New Mexico, and Arizona were selected in his
study. A survey of 30 metro executives, 29 small daily publishers, and
56 weekly publishers were collected and examined. The results showed
that competition among some layers, especially between metropolitan
dailies and weeklies, appeared to be more intense downward than
upward as Rosse predicted. | The study of circulation patterns in the
Los Angeles-Orange County newspaper market also provided support
for Rosse's umbrella theory.? It could be concluded from this research
that intercity competition has led to market consolidation and to shift

in circulation and advertising.
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Several studies cited below have examined the impact of this
competition on financial commitment and content. The financial
commitment theory indicates that intense competition among
newspapers increases expenditures on news content.? Lacy examined
the connection between intercity competition and the content of daily
newspapers;??/ He found that the intensity of intercity competition was
the strongest contributing factor on newspaper content. The result
showed that the penetration of competing dailies was positively
associated with the percentage of space given to the newshole and
news items about the home city of a newspaper. A 1990 study of the
content analysis of four central city dailies in Denver and Detroit found
that the penetration of metro dailies in suburbs influences the news
content? Pearson correlation coefficients showed the positive
correlation between inches of copy devoted to stories about the
suburb and metro daily and the newspaper’s penetration. In the study
of 21 large circulation and prestige newspapers,® it was determined
that the increase of intensity of daily intercity competition was directly
related to the decrease of the average reporter’s story production.
Also, the positive relationship between the increase in intercity
competition and the increase in story fairness was discovered.

A recent study examined 11 newspaper groups reported in Value
Line Ratings and Reports® and found that newspaper groups with a
higher proportion of dailies that face daily competition within their
markets commit greater financial resources to their newspapers. It
pointed out that competition influences newspaper content because of
the increase in the financial resources to newspapers; however, this is
not necessarily related to higher quality. While it does indicate that

managers spend money to respond the pressures of maintaining a
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newspaper attractive to readers and advertisers, competition does not
guarantee a high story quality.

This study attempted to deal with the question of whether a
relatively new concept of umbrella competition explored in the United
States could be applied to the foreign news coverage of Japanese local
newspapers.

Political Factor

Countries that have more political relationships with a particular
country are considered more important for media coverage in that
country than countries that have fewer ties.? Shoemaker, Danielian, and
Brendlinger examined the political ties in international news coverage
and found that political significance was positively related to
newspaper coverage.”? They concluded that events that occurred in
nations of political significance to the United States were more likely to
be covered in U.S. news. Semmel found a similar result in his research
of four elite newspapers: the Chicago Tribune, The New York Times, the
Los Angeles Times, and The Miami Herald.® Semmel stratified and rank-
ordered all foreign nations according to their political ties to the United

States. In doing so, he found that the more politically compatible
foreign countries were to the United states, the more those countries
received news attention. He also pointed out that more politically
distant a country was to the United States, the higher the proportion of
coverage about violence. '

Ahern increased the sample size and analyzed 1,106 articles of
international news coverage in three quality newspapers.*® He
concluded that political relations were the most important determinant

of the coverage of foreign news.
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Shoemaker, Danielian, and Brendlinger studied the content of The

New York Times and three major television stations.! They found that

events that had political significance to the United States were more
likely to become news, in both newspaper and television coverage, than
those events that did not have political significance to the United
States.

Although the definition of political ties vary from scholar to
scholar, most researches agreed that political ties influence
international news coverage.

Economic Factor

The amount of trade between nations has been considered a
factor that influences international news coverage. Galtung and Ruge
were two of the first scholars in this field to recognize the economic
factor. They suggested that the selection of international news stories
was influenced by elite (industrialized) nations and people.*? They
focused on a nations’ eliteness to describe the factors which may
affect international news coverage.

Hester explored the factors of information flow among national
systems and how they contributed to the volume and direction of flow
in 1973. Although he did not test his research questions, he suggested
that economic relationships between countries influence the flow of
international news. He hypothesized that if economic relationships,
such as international trade and the amount of foreign aid are strong,
more information flow would be observed between nations than when
only a weak economic relation prevails.® Research done by Charles,
Shore, and Todd showed the strong correlation between economic ties
and international news coverage. Their multiple regression of news

coverage and trade showed a fairly high correlation.**
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Ostgaard said that the international news flow is influenced by
those who control the economic life of a nation.>> Researchers who
examined the relationships between news coverage and economic
significance in the United States found that events which occur in
nations of economic significance to the United States are more likely to
be covered in the news.*

Semmel studied the content of foreign news coverage in four U.S.
elite newspapers.’” He found that the closer the economic relationship
to the United States, the more frequently the news of those countries
was covered. The measures used in this study were GNP/capita, and all
nation-states were categorized into four economic classes. The
developed countries were considered as those economically most
approximate to the United States while the very underdeveloped were
considered as those most economically distant from the United States.
The results strongly showed that the news attention was heavily
skewed. Ahern reported in his 1979 study of foreign news coverage
that a country’s gross national product was most important
determinant of foreign news coverage of the U.S. newspapers.*®* He also
mentioned that a nation’s economic productivity affects the size of its
trade as well as the scope of its political relations with the United
States.

Shoemaker, Danielian, and Brendlinger analyzed the content of
four major U.S. news organizations, newspapers and television
network® and confirmed that the stronger ties a country has to the
United States, the more newsworthy events occurring in that country
would be.

Some researchers examined how economic factors affected

international news coverage by comparing news coverage in two
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countries.* Rosengren, who compared election coverage in British, East
German, and Scandinavian newspapers, suggested that economic
factors such as export and import can be good predictors of
newspaper coverage.” Sparkes, who examined the flow of news
between Canada and the United States, found that economic factors
were related to the coverage of international news.*

In summary, many scholars have examined the effect of economic
factors on international news coverage from many aspects and
supported that economic relationships between countries are one of
the influencing factors on international news flow.

Cultural Factor

Several researchers examined the relationship between culture
and international news that is called “psychological proximity.”* For
example, Schramm said a fight in an American city may be physically
nearer than a battle in the South Pacific, but if a mother has a son in the
battle, she can more easily identify herself with the distant battle than
with the nearby fight.** Hester also suggested that the relationship
between individuals, like Schramm'’s example, exists between nations.*
Hester examined the international news flow from the view point of
cultural ties among nations, but he did not test his theory using a
research method.

Ostgaard suggested the importance of cultural proximity for
international news selection. He believed that the news media in any
given country would tend to present a picture of the outside world
affected by the ethnocentric eyes of the receiver of the news.** As a
result, news flow would be influenced by cultural relationships.
Rosengren, who was concerned with cultural relationships, introduced
the importance of the influence that cultural relationships between
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countries have on international news coverage. Kariel and Rosenvall,
who studied newspapers in Canada, found that French language
newspapers favor news from French culture countries, and English
language newspapers favor news from the United Kingdom.* They
suggested a significant relationship between cultural affinity and the
amount of news from the country with which there is the affinity.*® A
study that examined foreign news coverage in Israeli and the U.S.
newspapers supported the claim that international news flow and
content depend on cultural relations between the countries rather than
on physical distance.* This study found that ethnocentrism is
important in determining news content.*

Galtung, Ruge, Kariel, and Rosenvall examined the cultural factor
from the aspect of eliteness.” Galtung and Ruge investigated the four
Norwegian newspapers to see how cultural proximity influenced the flow
of foreign news.> They found that the culturally closer the countries
were to the Norway, such as the United Kingdom, the United States, and
Belgium, the greater the variety of news stories of the event country
were covered. Kariel and Rosenvall examined Canadian daily
newspapers to see whether Galtung and Ruge’s study and other studies
about the notion of eliteness would provide a concept for
understanding of international news flow.>> Their study suggested that
only in nations where there are close cultural ties does eliteness greatly
influence of the news flow. As a result, in Canadian newspapers, the
international news from the United Kingdom and France showed a
strong influence of eliteness on the news coverage.

Semmel explored how the relative distances of culture between
the United States and other foreign nations affect the content of

international news coverage.>* His examination of four U.S. elite
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newspapers declared that the more culturally proximate another
nations were to the United States, the more frequently news items of
those countries were covered. In other words, the selection of foreign
news coverage partially depends on familiarity and cultural similarity.

Many scholars recognized that the cultural relationship rather
than physical distance between two countries is one of the important
influencing factors on international news flow.

Conflict-Oriented

In studies of the selection of international news, Ostgaard

suggested that the news media tend to present the world as being
more conflict-laden than it really is. The use of force is emphasized
rather than more peaceful means of solving conflict.*®> Galtung and
Ruge also suggested that the selection of international news stories
was influenced by the negativity of events.”® Research on the American
media coverage of the rest of the world suggested that news about the
Third World tended to be crisis-oriented and emphasized sensational
events.

Lent also stated that international news coverage, especially news
about developing nations in the U.S. mass media, was often crisis-
oriented.>” He cited Woollacott’s report®® that explained the Western
reporters’ enthusiasm to make developing society look worse by
exaggeration and supported the tendency of Western reporters to
focus more on the crises in such countries. Masmoudi presented
exactly the same opinion in his report about the imbalance of
information flow in the world.®® He said that the news in developing
countries mainly focused on the Third World’'s most unfavorable news,
such as crises, strikes, and street demonstrations, not the news about

achievement and aspirations. Charles, Shore, and Todd examined the
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news coverage of African nations in The New York Times.* The result

indicated that African coverage had been concerned primarily with
violent themes such as civil disorders, revolutions, and racial tensions.
Larson looked at the coverage of the Third World in the weekday
eve.ning news broadcasts during the 1972-1976 period.*’ He concluded
that Third World countries received less coverage than developed
countries, and that a larger proportion of crisis stories in the Third
World were considered for news.

Stevenson and Gaddy sought to answer the question of whether
or not Western media singled out the Third World for negative
coverage.® There is a lack of explanation of how they conducted their
research, but the results they reported showed that the Third World
received heavier coverage of crisis-oriented news than industrialized
countries. The most interesting aspect of this research was that they
distinguished negative news into politically negative news and
nonpolitically negative news such as natural disasters. They concluded
that the bulk of world news focusing on the Third World was of a
politically negative nature, whereas nonpolitical negative news was more
from the industrialized countries.

In addition to their own research, they also introduced the data
from the Conflict and Peace Data Bank (COPDAB), which contains
records on more than 500,000 events occurring from 1948 to the
present.®® Events are reported in more than 70 sources, many of which
are journalistic. They found from this data that the proportion of Third
World events involving international conflict is about 30 times as high
as it is in industrialized countries.

Some studies focused on the influence of heavy dependency on

wire services and the effect on the content of international coverage.
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Weaver and Wilhoit investigated the coverage of foreign news
disseminated from the four major wire services.** They did so instead
of studying the content analysis of newspapers because most foreign
news coverage in newspapers depends heavily on these wire services.®
Their results found that Western news coverage of the lesser-
developed countries tended to concentrate on conflicts and crises.
The proportion of internal conflict that occurred in lesser-developed
countries that was covered by U.S. regional wire services was 46.7%,
while the coverage of the conflict in more-developed countries was only
13.7%.

Lacy, Chang, and Lau examined the relationship between the
amount of U.S. newspaper conflict-oriented coverage of foreign events
and market and organizational variables.®® They confirmed that the
reason for the conflict orientation of foreign news coverage in the U.S.
newspapers was the intense dependency on wire service. Because U.S.
newspapers lack resources for their own foreign-based staff, they
could not provide insightful news and information about foreign
countries. Hester did not state exactly the cause and effect
relationship between wire services and conflict-oriented coverage of
foreign events; however, his result is similar to Lacy, Chang, and Lau’s
study.%” Hester studied international news being diffused by the
Associated Press throughout the United States. His findings pointed
out that not only was the use of news coverage about developing
countries in daily newspapers relatively little, but also that what was
used had an tendency to focus heavily on war news, not on social or
economic development. Simultaneously, he explained that the foreign
news coverage of 15 Wisconsin dailies used for this study were

completely dependent upon the AP.
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Finally, Semmel looked at the tendency of the conflict-oriented
story from the perspective of ties between countries.®® Semmel in his
1977 study established a relationship between the coverage of violence
and political, economic, and cultural proximity to the United States. The
content analysis of four major newspaper showed that the more
politically, economically and culturally distant foreign countries were
from the United States, the higher the attention to the violent events of
those countries.

A review of the existing literature about conflict-oriented
coverage of international news finds a high concentration of such news
coverage about the Third World. This study examined whether there
was such a tendency in international news coverage of Japanese local
newspapers.

Morning and Evening

Little research has been done on the content difference between

morning and evening newspapers. Danielson and Adams examined the
presidential campaign coverage of 1960% and found that the morning
papers had more complete campaign coverage thah the evening
papers. The conclusion that was drawn from this was that the
difference of the degree of completeness of coverage is significantly
related to timeliness.

Lacy and Bernstein looked at a research question of whether
there is a difference in the way of news and editorial allocation between
morning and afternoon newspapers.”” A randomly stratified sample of
114 newspapers was subjected to content analysis. Among them, 42
were morning and all-day newspapers, and 72 were evening papers.
They found that time of publication had little influence on the allocation

of news coverage. The only difference that could be found between AM
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and PM newspapers was circulation. Most morning and all-day
newspapers had large circulation while evening papers usually did not.
Due to this difference, morning papers allocated news the way large
papers did while afternoon papers allocated news the way medium or
small papers did.”
Story Topic

Without looking critically at news by story topics, the biased
feature of international news coverage would never be revealed. A
major study about story topics was done by Wilhoit and Weaver. News
was categorized by three story topics: political, military activity, and
economic. They then examined the amount, nature, and quality of
foreign news coverage from wire services.”? Wilhoit and Weaver found
that the bulk of the wire service coverage focused on political and
military activity, not on economic matters and culture.”? Another study
of international news found a high preoccupation with political and
economic news.”

Story Type

Categorizing story types into three groups, hard news, soft news,
and analysis news, for examining international coverage is important
because the function of the three types of story are perceived
differently by journalists in terms of schedule. Although the distinction
of hard news and soft news is not clear,” Tuchman suggested that the
distinction of these two types of news depends more on how the event
is scheduled than on the content.” Hard news is either “scheduled,”
such as briefings and conferences, or “unscheduled,” such as an
airplane crush or natural calamity. Both demand speed, especially in
gathering facts and meeting deadlines.” On the other hand, soft news
does not need to be timely. Tuchman said that the timing and flow of
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work required to process soft news stories are controlled by the news
organization.”® This nonscheduled news helps fill in the news hole.
Meanwhile, analysis news is often identified as “news analysis,”
“investigative report,” or “series.” Analyzing news is considered
essential when a society becomes complex. In a complex society, there
are many factors which must be considered before presenting a story
to the public. For example, the O. J. Simpson trial was not just related
to domestic violence; race and class issues were also contributing
factors. Analysis news requires deep thought into issues, time, and
effort for detailed investigation.”™

These three different types of news stories help better the
understanding of tendencies in the contents of foreign news. A study
categorizing international news by story type found that three fourths
of foreign news in a newspaper was hard news.* Another study that
categorized international news by story type said that too much
emphasis in foreign news was given to factual material and too little
attention to interpretation.®® Adams, who also focused on story type
and international news, suggested that international news tended to be
more factual and straightforward than analytical.®

Research Questions
Based on the findings in the literature, this study will explore five

research questions:

Research Question 1: Do the characteristics of international news

coverage in Japanese local newspapers published in two-daily editions
differ from those published only in one edition?

Research Question 2: Do the characteristics of international news

coverage in Japanese local morning newspapers differ from those in

Japanese local evening newspapers?
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Research Question 3: Is the percentage of stories about

international economic, political, social, sport, and other events in
Japanese local newspapers related to organizational and market
factors?

Research Question 4: Is the percentage of stories about

international hard news, soft news, analysis news, and other news in
Japanese local newspapers related to organizational and market
factors?

Research Question 5: Is the amount of international news conflict-

oriented coverage in Japanese local newspapers related to
organizational and market factors?
Rationales

In research question 1, the nature of differences in publishing
cycles was examined. The rationale was that two editions might mean
greater resources for joint editions. Therefore, international news
coverage in newspapers published once a day was different from that
in newspapers published twice a day.

Research question 2 tested the influences of differences between
morning and evening newspapers on international news coverage. The
rationale for research question 2 was that if there are differences
between international news coverage in morning newspapers and that in
evening papers, why do such differences exist? In Japan, both morning
and evening papers are often published by the same companies in the

same provinces. For example, the morning paper of Okinawa Times is

published by the same owner at the same place as the evening paper of

Okinawa Times. Therefore, their international news coverage would be

the same because both morning and evening papers have the same

market factors and organizational factors.
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Research questions 3 and 4 are related to the theoretical
proposition that the environment in which newspaper companies exist
influences international news coverage. International news coverage
was categorized into five story topics, and was also categorized into
four groups by story types. In both research questions 3 and 4, the
independent variables were organizational factors; capital, the number
of wire services a newspaper company subscribes to, and percentage
of stories that come from wire services, and market factors;
competition, economic, cultural, and political relationships.

Research question 5 suggested that international news coverage
tends to be conflict oriented and stresses negativity. In research
question 5, the independent variables were also organizational factors

and market factors.
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