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ABSTRACT

WALTER LIPPMANN AND HIS VIEWS
OF
AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, 1914-1935

By
Roger L. Zuercher

Walter Lippmann became keenly aware of American foreign
affairs in the summer of 1914. From the beginnings of World
War I to Italy's invasion of Ethopia in October of 1935, the
Lippmann writing career showed his increased interest in
international issues and revealed his varying degrees of
influence on decision-makers. Lippmann's skill as an
analyst and writer gained recognition throughout the country
and his columns attracted the attention of national leaders
such as Presidents Woodrow Wilson and Franklin Roosevelt.

Lippmann's writing in books, newspaper columns, and
magazine articles about foreign policy issues is the subject
of this study. The study seeks to show the philosophical
underpinnings of Lippmann thinking, for it was these that
gave Lippmann views unusual perspective. Finally, his
relationship_to national leaders received some assessment,
although this part of the work was severely limited because
of restricted access to Lippmann papers.

Lippmann writings on American foreign policy are
plentiful, if not overwhelming in sheer volume. With the



-
A

-



Roger L. Zuercher

exception of Lippmann's books, all of his printed public
material is on microfilm at Yale University and the study
of Lippmann coiumna in The New Republic, the New York World,
and "Today and Tomorrow'" columns constituted a major source
of his foreign policy analysis. Lippmann Reminiscences in
the Oral History Research Project at Columbia University
provided further insight. 1In addition to certain newspaper
and magazine articles, Lippmann books offered wider, more
far-ranging views of the international community. The
Colonel Edward M. House papers and the Henry L. Stimson
collection, both at Yale University, furnished some personal
letters of Lippmann.

Lippmann believed in the liberal tradition of the
Western world. He argusd that man should be free in mind
and action in the face of changing circumstances. Lippmann
thought man must be able to balance the liberties of
individual man and the authority of men's govermments. If
wmen were to be creative and hopeful about their existence,
they had to be politically free and economically independent.
To Lippmann, democratic govermments and capitalistic
economies provided the best opportunities available for
wmen to continue the traditions of the West.

During the first two years of World War I and
throughout the 1920's, Lippmann favored cautious relations
with Europe. But he also realized that if America‘'s
economic place in the world were to grow the United States

would have to be deeply concerned about European, as well
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as Asian, stability. He was appalled by the Treaty of
Versailles. It served as a victor's peace through war
guilt assigmment, war reparations, and boundary line re-
arrangement. The only hope for a world peace, he believed,
was through the League of Nations that would adjust
differences created by the end of the war and the peace
settlement. As many others in the United States, Lippmann
believed that the Washington Conferences treaties and war
outlawry could be affective world peace instruments in the
1920's.

The Great Depression and its massive world consequences
brought forces to surface in the international scene that
revealed the importance of national self-interest around
the world. Lippmann's disillusionment set in slowly--but
certainly. The Western collective security system had
broken down. Japanese actions in Manchuria and the Italian
invasion of Ethopia proved that. Lippmann believed League
enforcement simply did not have the backing of the members!
will to use power. The United States, he argusd, should
concentrate on domestic economic recovery; stay out of
Europe's unstable situation; and quietly maneuver Japan's
aggressive intentions toward a power balance in the Far
BEast. If worse came to worse, Anglo-American unity could
be relied upon to restrict world dictatorships and protect
Western institutions.
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Lippmann writings in the 1930's showed him facing
world economic and political forces that threatened to
over-throw traditions of the West and replace them with
highly nationalistic governments and economies. Lippmann
responded by attempting to stimulate democracies to act
rapidly, but their virtues of independence and liberty
made them react sluggishly and the state of the economy
remained poor. Lippmann recommended the increase of
temporary state govermment control based on the public
good. It would eliminate democratic excesses in the face
of a potentially devastating crisis.

The scholar in a troubled world clarified issues and
wrote of his findings with such clarity that he, himself,
became a force in helping people understand and leaders
act. But he failed to take his own advice in the 1930's
of keeping distance from daily events. Events over-
whelmed him and his recommended solutions brought dilemma

and despair.
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CHAPTER ONE

LIPPMANN'S EARLY YEARS AND HIS GROWING
AWARENESS OF HUMAN NATURE, 1899-1914
In late July of 1914, Walter Lippmann had finished his
brief tour of Belgium and he looked across the border into
Germany. Lippmann felt great anticipation as he envisioned
a quick trip across Germany that would end in Switzerland
where he would happily walk mountain passes. To his sur-
prise and pique, Lippmann found that the German border was
closed. Belgium and Germany were near war.1
Lippmann, twenty-four years old in the sumer of 1914,
intended to enjoy the interim before taking a new position.
In the early fall the young journalist would join the edi-
torial staff of a new magazine that was designed to start

" 11ittle insurrections in the minds of readers.' n2 The
first issue of The New Rogublic was scheduled for November

of 191l.
Lippmann's early life included a loving family which
consisted of a Jewish-German father, Jacob--a book-loving

mother, Dalsy--and an affectionate maternal grandmother.

Twalter Lippmann, U.S. Foreign Policy: Shield of the
Republic (Boston: LittIe Brown anﬁ Company, 1943), p. 1X.

2Grogs M. Campbell, "Walter Lippmann: An Intellectual
and Biographical Analysis of A Preface to Politics"
(mpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Minnesota,
1967), p. 96. .



2

An only child, he was given the best of everything: 1love,
books, private achools, and European travel. Years later
Lippmann admitted that "it was possible for an American in
those days to be totally unconscious of the world he lived
1n."3 The secure cacoon wound about his early years spared
him the impact of many forces that less fortunate youngsters
would experience every day. The horror of broken furniture,
frayed coats, and gray faces lined by life's miseries would
not encroach upon Lippmann's experience until his Harvard
years. Prior to July of 1914, he viewed Europe as a vaca-
tionland.h But when he stood in the lobby of the House of
Commons on August L, 1914 and heard Britain declare war on

Germany, his cacoon of earlier, happy years fell auay.s The
world had impinged upon his private life--in a massive way.

One should not infer, however, that Lippmann experienced
a young life devoid of discipline, ideals, and sensitivity.
His world opened slowly but constantly, and he learned early
to use experience. Although his family adored him, he did
not indulge himself in family protection. He was not sloth-
ful about his school work and activities. He starred as a

most capable student at Ix. Julius Sach's private school for

3Lippmann, Shield of the Republic, p. IX.
lprancine Curro Cary, The Influence of War on Walter

Liggmann, 121%—1%&& (Madison, Wisconsin: The State Histori-
cal Soclety of Wisconsin for the Department of History,
University of Wisconsin, 1967), pp. 2-3.

SLippmann, Shield of the Republic, p. IX.
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boys (1896-1906) in New York city. He entered Harvard in
1906 and the next four years proved momentous to Lippmann,
the hard-driving, highly disciplined, and brilliant student.

During his Harvard years, Lippmann came in contact with
such magnificent minds as William James, George Santayana,
and Graham Wallas. In addition, his classmates included
Heywood Broun, Alan Seeger, Stuart Chase, John Reed, and

7

T. S. Eliot. Amidst this galaxy of thinkers and thinkers-

to-be, he began to discover new designs of thought and types
of action. His attitudes toward humans began taking differ-
ent shapes as he visited with Professor Emeritus James and

worked for George Santayana. Probably one of the greatest

intellectual influences on Lippman's life was Graham Wallas!
thinking. Lippmann never became a pragmatist, for Santayana
had talked him out of that, but he became most interested in

intellectual attempts to control man's irrationality.
Lippmann, following Wallas' thinking, believed men's lives

would be bettered if they became aware of impulse and
attempted to control 1it.

6Carl Binger, "A Child of Enlighterment," Marquis Childs
and James Reston, eds., Walter Lippmann and His Times
(New York: Harcourt, Brace, & Co., 1959), pp. 22-2.

7John Mason Brown, Thro These Men: Some Aspects of
Qur Passing Histo (New Ybrﬁ: Harpers & Brothers, 1956),
Pe .

81p1d., p. 210.
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I
Lippmann's acute interest in attempting to use man's

reason to subdue irrationality and the human pain which it
caused is best demonstrated when he witnessed the tragic
poverty that a Palm Sunday fire in the Boston slums of
Chelsea drove out onto the streets. He observed, first hand,
a type of life that he had never seen before, and he was
appalled. The irrationality of a national govermment, rooted
in democracy, allowing these conditions to exist drove him

to help establish the first Socialist Club at Harvard in
1909. He became ite president.

Moving away from simply contemplating humanistic consid-
erations and aesthetic values, which James and Santayana
encouraged, Lippmann found & sympathetic spirit in Graham
Wallas, who taught as a visiting lecturer at Harvard in 1910.
Wallas had published Human Nature in Politics two years be-
fore his American trip and Lippmann read it. He attended
Wallas' lectures and these inspired him to follow a portion
of the Wallas characterization of life: wman should be the
center of politics but, unfortunately, man was perverse,

illogical, and nercurial.9 However, at age twenty, Lippwmann

showed no timidity about attempting to reform mankind's

impulsive habits. With the vision of the Chelsea's bedrag-
gled residents, hopelessly trying to save their pitiful be-
longings from fire, Lippmann set out, through the Socialist

Club, to organize a reasonable program that would place

9campbcll, Intellectual Analysis, pp. 39-40.
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man at the center of politics and protect him from himself;

that is, to free the finer instincts.1°

Lippmann soon found great difficulty in sorting among
many critical issues and arriving at two or three major con-
cerns around which he could weave a reasonable program, What
was to become one of his major struggles in his professional
life became an immediate problem for his reform zeal in 1909.
He had to balance intellect and emotion, for these seemed to

n He quickly dis-
covered that people were not much interested in saving them-

be intricate parts of his social reform.

selves from impulse, let alone spare others.

The young reformer finished his course work at Harvard
in 1909, a year ahead of schedule, and worked for George
Santayana in 1910. In that same year, Lincoln Steffens came
to Harvard looking for a recent graduate who would prove the
muckraker's point that a college trained, bright, young man
could be just as an effective reporter as the old "hard knock"
professionals. Lippmann was his man and he -left Boston Couwmon,
a new crusading magazine, to become a "cub" and "leg man" for
Everybody's magazine. Lippmann would not forget Steffens!
help on his writing style and the lessons learned about

2
reportorial analytical methods that would get rosults.1 He

101pid4., p. 33.

MIbid., p. Wb

12yi11iam E. Leuchtenburg, "Introduction and Notes,"
Walter Lippmann, Drift and Maste An Attempt to Dia
the Current Unres ew Jersey:
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did well, but boredom set in and the "cub" wanted to move on.
He believed that he had found an opportunity to pursue his
Socialistic ideas when he consented to becoming the executive
secretary to a newly elected Socialist mayor in Schenectady,
New York. 1In order to leave Everybody's Lippmann gladly
joined the Reverand George Lunn, Schenectady's new head of
city government, in early 1912. He hoped that this New York
city would become a model Socialist town. To his deep dis-
appointment, he found that Lunn, like other mayors, had to
"play politics,” and that gas and water rates required much

1
time and discussion. 3 Lippmann found also that to move

public opinion one must be patient and willing to settle for
small goals. If the public acted at all, it did so slowly.
In May of 1912, he resigned his position to seek seclusion.
Lippmann reached a major turning point of his life in
the summer of 1912. He found it necessary to retreat to the
Maine woods to read and to think. He had been "politically
active," so to speak, since 1909 when he had helped to found
and direct the Socialist Club at Harvard. He had worked for
the Boston Common, and he had been chosen by Lincoln Steffens
to work for Everybody's magazine, an important honor for one
so young. He participated in what he assumed would be a
model Socialist city when he agreed to become Mayor George
Lunn's secretary. By the summer of 1912, Lippman had faced

several political instances of frustration and disappointment.

130ampbell, Intellectual Analysis, p. 59.
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People did not seem to be interested in lives regularly

guided by reason and concern for others. Graham Wallas had
written about men's impulsive behavior and Lippmann recog-
nized the importance of the irrational element. He had hoped
that Socialism with its concern for the welfare of all the
people would find wide acceptance, but now he was ready to
conclude that people cared little about social reform. He
was disappointed too to find that the Socialists themselves
were ill-prepared to lead. They bogged down in menial inter-
ests and lost their vision. Thus, a disillusioned Lippmann
needed a rest from the cares of the world, and he sought
privacy.

While at his retreat in Maine, Lippmann wrote A Preface
to Politics and it was published the next year, 1913,
Lippmann had learned to expect public indifference to Amer-
ican political affairs, but he was likewise determined to
try to awaken some to major issues and stimulate them to

L

than cater to worm-out creeds or crusty dogma. But he knew

action. He wanted politics to center on man's needs rather

that by keeping man's necessities as the pivot for politics

he was touching a shadowy and dangerously loaded area called
impulse or the irrational. To attempt to form programs that
would last any length of time on the constantly shifting

grounds of man's impulse seemed folly at best.

1“Broun, Through These Men, p. 21l.
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Graham Wallas' influence is seen throughout A Preface to
Politics as Lippmann constantly struggled with recognizing
man as & willful animal. He searched for ways to control the
animal's power and turn it into a positive force, a moral
equivalent. Man's myths were expressions of will, Lippmamn
contended, and most often man used reason to serve irrational

ngods.15 One must recognize individual man's irrationality,

Lippmann argued, and he must also deal with many humans col-

lected into a group which eventually formed public opinion.16

By humans congregating and forming groups, the understanding
and anticipated regulation of their impulses were compounded
many times over.

Lippman perceived the rapidly changing political, moral,
soclal, and economic conditions that the twentieth century
brought. He was part of a progressive era that included
Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson. He felt, as many of
the progressives did, that man could control his destiny--at
least the present could be made more comfortable., But most
of all, Lippmann explained, "the measure of our self-
consciousness will more or less determine whether we are to

be the victims or the masters of change."17 In A Preface to

15Ha1ter Lippmann, A Preface to Politics (1913; rgt.
Ann Arbor, Michigan: UnIversity of Michigan Press, 1962},
pp. 173 and 177.

16Ibid., p. 7.

17Ibid., p. 237
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Politics, the twenty-three year old writer placed strong
faith in an individual called a statesman. The statesman
accepted human nature as it was, and noted that much of

man's behavior was impulsive and irrational.18 The states-

man would be the one who helped to make man self-conscious
and who would guide humans toward a better life.

Seemingly, a human facing the unthinking behavior of
man might feel that his task of overwhelming impulse would
be nearly insurmountable. But Lippmann and his statesman
figure opted for an ordered existence. The statesman would
be an intermediary between the people and the experts. The
latter were to be trained formally as scientists, industrial
organizers, engineers, architects, and educators who pro-

vided direction and organization for the poople.19

The
statesman would help the people recognize issues and trigger
their hope for a brighter tomorrow. At the same time, he
kept the experts atune to the people's major nnods.zo In
effect, the statesman became a catalyst who mixed the people
and the experts, and that mix would be constructive by meet-
ing serious human needs constantly.

Lippmann's ideal, then, was to expose that which seemed

to be the basic energy of mankind: impulse, irrationality.

181b:ld. s Po 224,

91p14a., p. 225.

2oIbid., p. 188.
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By exposing 1t, man would attempt to clarify its wmajor out-
lines. At best, humans would come to understanding about
their individual or group motives, and set out to make them
more reasonable. In A Preface to Politics, he placed great

responsibility upon the statesman who delineated need, gath-

ered power, and encouraged an ordered exiatonce.z1

wWhen A Preface to Politics was published in January of
1913, it caused some stir in intellectual circles. In Au-
gust of 1913, one reviewer expressed great faith in Lippmann's
righteousness: the young author urged incentives for right

22

conduct. The next month an unsigned review in The Nation

scathed Lippmann for "his rather juvenile and cocksure pro-
23

nouncements on such things as art, morals, and religion."

Graham Wallas was deeply disturbed by his former student's
first attempt at extended political analysis. Wallas devoted
the preface of his next book, The Great Society (1914) to

Lippmann:
PREFACE
Dear Walter Lippmann,
This book develops the material of
that discussion-course ("Government 31")
which you joined during my stay at Harvard
in the spring of 1910.
1
2 Ibid., p. 226.
22

Wallace Rice, rev. of Walter Lippmann, A Preface to
Politics (1913), Dial, 55, 16 August 1913, p. .

23tne Nation, 97, 11 September 1913, p. 242.
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Now that the book is finished, I
can see, more clearly than I could while
I was writing it, what it is about; and in
particular what its relation is to my
Human Nature in Politics (1908). I may,
therefore, say briefly that the earlier
book was an analysis of representative
govermment, which turned into an argument
against nineteenth-century intellectualism;
and that this book is an analysis of the
general soclal organization of a large
modern state, which has turned, at times,
into an argument against certain forms of
twentieth-century anti-intellectualism.

I send it to you in the hope that it
may be of some help when you write that sequel
to your Preface to Politics for which all your
friends are looking.--

Sincerely yours,

GRAHAM UALLAS.au
Obviously, Wallas experienced some gullt about leading

Lippmann toward what his former mentor thought was a danger-
ous degree of anti-intellectualism.

Lippmann left the Maine woods and its seclusion.
Especially, after the publication of A Preface to Politics,

he had signaled that his retreat was over and successful.

He stood ready, once again, to enter the arena where every-
day life engaged ideals. Through Lincoln Steffens, he joined
a group that met weekly at Mable Dodge's Fifth Avenue resi-
dence in New York. 1Its clientele included artists, musicians,
and intellectuals. Here he had the pleasure of contact with
other Socialists and likewise with men who had other intel-
lectual interests. Lippman's zest for close reason and tight

organization bridled at free-flowing discussions that touched

24granam Wallas, The Great Society: A Psychological
Analysis (1914; rpt; New York: The Macmillan Co., 15217, p. V.
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12
upon many subjects during an evening. He suggeated to
Miss Dodge, in February of 1913, that each meeting have a
theme such as magagzine evening or psychoanalytic evening.

She agreed roluctantly.25

Lippmann's commitment to public involvement increased
as the winter of 1913 turned toward spring. He continued
to read, however, and Henri Bergson, Frederick Nietsche, and
Georges Sorel received much of his attention. He regularly
attended the Dodge salon, and this kept him in contact with
"Movers and Shakers™ (Dodge's phrase for those who attended
her salon), especially Socialists. He took part in labor
demonstrations and wrote for The Masses.26 Although he was
becoming increasingly wary of Soclalists, he Joined "Big
Bill" Haywood, Lincoln Steffens, and Emma Goldman in speech-
wmaking at Rutgers Square. They spoke in behalf of Frank
Tennenbaum, a young radical of the day, who had been arrested
in early 1913 for leading unemployed to churches and demand-
ing housing.27

In that same year, 1913, Herbert Croly--reformer and
author of a recent book The Promise of American Life (1909)--

approached Lippmann and asked him to become one of the

25l!a,ble Dodge Luhan, Movers and Shakers: Volume Three
of Intimate Memories (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1936),

p. 92.

26L1ppmann, Drift and Mastery (Leuchtenburg), p. L.

27Gampbe1l, Intellectual Analysis, p. 95.
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co-editors of a yet unnamed magazine. Lippmann accepted
and in addition to himself and Croly--wWalter Weyl (a fellow
progressive and author), Francis Hackett who would become
literary editor, and Philip Littell (a close friend and
Harvard contemporary of Croly's) made up the first board of
editors. The Willard Straights financed and helped direct
the periodical's future. Straights!' strong belief in
America's promise led the young banker-diplomat and his wife
to support gemnerously the new publication.

What was to become The New Republic with its first

magazine on November 7, 1914 also represented to walter
Lippmann another opportunity to clarify issues and to help
solve human problems. In 1913 and 1914 he and the other New
Republic editors worked at framing the reform and liberal
philosophy which their magazine would represent. Herbert
Croly and Walter Weyl had been in the vanguard of a political
movement that came to national prominence with the presi-

2
dential election of Woodrow Wilson in 1912, 8 The progres-
sives, disappointed in President William Howard Taft's

seeming lack of executive concern about progressive issues,
looked forward to the leadership of Woodrow Wilson. Croly's
The Promise of American Life (1909) and Weyl's New Democracy

(1912) gave continued intellectual life to the progressive

zewalter Lippmann, "Notes for a Biography," The New

Republic, 63, 16 July 1930, p. 250.
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movement, and The New Republic would keep the reform banner

high. Lippmann happily joined such a dynamic and hopeful
group.

Before The New Republic's first publication reached its
readers, Lippmann had published his second book. Drift and
Mastery: An Attempt to Diagnose the Current Unrest (191L4).

He emphasized the impact of industrialism on society.29 But

a second and very important theme of Drift and Mastery showed

Lippmann attempting to soften A Preface to Politics. The idea

of throwing off secure traditions like laissez faire capi-
talism and nineteenth century liberalism scared some thinkers,
and Drift and Mastery proved to be Lippmann's attempt to
alleviate intellectual fears.

In broader terms, Drift and Mastery revealed Lippmann's

philosophical wrestling with compromise and circumstances.

Lippmann characterized the modern world, especially the
United States, as one where humans were all immigrants.

Industrial society had uprooted traditional authority.30

Inherent within America's modern soclety were terrors, mostly

subjective, that might paralyze constructive action unless

issues were clarified and programs adopted. He found rebels

29Lippmann, Drift and Mastery (Leuchtenburg), p. 13.
30

Lippmann, Drift and Mastery, p. 118.
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forgetting their purpose and yelling what they were not.
He saw people struggling daily to be somebody, and concluded

that humans had become victims of their own weaknoasoa.31
Lippmann severely criticized Woodrow Wilson, for the

new president--as things turned out--represented the olad
liberalism. The President, Lippmann argued, wanted a
"nation of villagers." Wilson wished to destroy trusts and
re-establish business where competition kept all concernmed
honest. He contended that Wilson had forgotten the evils

of the past.32 At the same time the Socialists received
Lippmann's sharp criticism. The Socialists, he charged,
were trying to re-make America into the Europe of 1850. By
doing so, they ignored America's oontemporary circumstances.
The Socialists, according to Lippmann, failed to deal with

American trusts, unions, and foreign policy.33

Lippmann cautioned reformers that if they succeeded in
destroying large portions of a society's tradition, they
must be prepared for immediate substitution for that tradi-

tion. All too often, Lippmann contended in Drift and Mastery,

liberals or reformers neglected to think through a philosophy

and plan of action that would move a mation forward. They

3'1bid., pp. 137-139.

P1bid., p. 8.

3B1pid., p. 167.
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often concentrated too heavily on rejecting what existed.

Thus, when reformers' plans succeeded, they might create

34

Lippmann reaffirmed that man's affairs could be ordered

drift, and chaos would be near.

to some degree--even in the face of a modern world that per-
petually changed. He continued to recognize man's irration-
ality and the struggle that went on in men and among others,
the most salient and continuous aspect of whioch was that of
emotion and intellect vying for dominance. He recognized
these elements as the possible major causes for America's
unrest. But, he argued, Americans were fortunate to live in
a democratic society where wrong was not a matter of life or
death, but a difference between better and worue.35 He re-
turned to the past, which must have pleased some of his
critics, and found tﬁat the present was temporary and that

others had made mistakes as well.36

To Lippmann maatery meant that one substituted
37

He wrote:
"Search the world as we find it, extricate the forces that

"conscious intention for unconscious striving.”

seem to move it, and surround them with criticism and

n38

suggestion. The only hope for world unity or America's

3thid., pp. 24 and 126,
351bid., p. 62.
361p14d., p. 162.

371bia., p. 148.

381p14., p. 18.
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peace, as ho’sau it, lay in a method rather than a set of
goals., The method included intellect, reason, criticism,
analysis, and synthesis. He declared that reflection was
the beginning of control and that other attributes would

follow as they led one toward mastery.39

Yet, he was not prepared to be content with merely a
scientific approach to understanding and directing socilety.
He contended that man must couple scientific method to a
morality that supported acceptable human action--rather than
use moral codes which told people what was wrong. Science
alone could not serve as the dynamic; reform relied on

Lo

Lippwann did not turn away from the statesman figure

emotional appeals.

that he portrayed in A Preface to Politics. He saw the

statesman in Drift and Mastery direoting people to fine

living: "to live ready, to lighten experience by a knowl-
edge of its alternatives, to let no fact be opaque, but to

make what happens transparent with the choices it of‘t‘ore.“h’1
The statesman continued to be a clarifier of issues, an

awakener of men's potential, and a critic who tempered
emotion with intellect and who softened intellect with

emotion.

391pi4., p. 148.
UO1pia., pp. 152-156.

W1big., p. 174.
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Lippmann's early years encompassed the change of
centuries. American life, for those financially secure,
in the 1890's and into the first dozen years of the
twentieth-century provided an exciting and hopeful time.
Industrialism stimulated material abundance beyond dreams.
Inventions tumbled into exiastence one on top of the other.
Cities grew and frontiers closed. The American spirit seemed
to be caught up in material progress that wmeant comfort and
no end of confidence for the riech and well-born. American
nationalism became sharply evident when the United States
decided in the spring of 1898 to save Cubans from Spanish
domination. Cuba, the Philippines, and other Caribbean and
Pacific islands came under America's umbrella of protection
by 1903, and the United States officially became an empire.

Lippmann wrote, in retrospect, that in addition to this
era of the fin de siecle being easy years for one to be

unconscious of his times, he simply failed to grasp the con-
sequences of the Spanish-American War. As & child of nine,
he had been excited by Admiral George Dewey's victory in
Manila Bay. He read eagerly of America's win in the Battle
of Santiago, and he had learned from his grandfather that
wherever the American flag was planted, "there tyranny must

diaappoar."ha After college and much reading about public
affairs, he "remained quite innocent of any understanding

thippmann, Shield of the Republic, p. viii.
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of the Spanish American wWar." 1In fact, he came out of
college in 1910 thinking that Theodore Roosevelt was a
bit eccentric. "He kept harping on the Panama Canal and
the navy." Lippmann felt that the money spent for canals
43

and navies would be better spent on schoolhouses.

Lippmann arrived at a philosophy early in his career
which, in the words of Oliver Wendell Holmes, held that all
of life was an experiment. He learned from experience and
he generally proved unafraid to change his position when
facts dictated rearrangement. His Chelsea fire experience
urged him toward Socialism, but by the late fall of 1914 he
had decided that Socialists would not meet America's needs
and he dropped them completely. William James, George
Santayana, and Graham Wallas reaffirmed his belief that
life could be lived reasonably, but it was Wallas who helped
Lippmann see that man's nature thrived on the irrational.
It was Wallas, in Human Nature in Politics, who suggested

that the irrational could be put to constructive use, if
properly served and guided. Wwallas triggered Lippmann's
thinking about man's condition and how to improve it.

During the Roosevelt and Taft administrations, Lippmann
endeavored to formulate a philosophy and plan of action
that placed man's nature and his finer instincts side by

side. He was fortunate to live in a reform era where

W3rpi4., p. viii.
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thought and action supported, and sometimes stimulated,
his thinking and projected plans. Lippmann's faith in
himself and man, in general, sustained his idealism when
seeming dilemmas meant sure destruction of any program
that would attempt to include reason, emotion, and imagi-
nation in controlled doses. He participated weakly in the
arena from time to time, but it became obvious that his
real niche would be in the tower where he could observe,
think, and write without the clamor and dust of daily
political demands and frustration. Lippmann needed the
quiet and distance that an observer's post supplied. At
the same time, however, he realized the need to be heard
and considered if he were to have a modicum of influence.

Lippmann's joining the editorial staff of The New
Republic in 1913 was not unpredictable, but it proved to
be a major change in his intellectual stance. He had joined
the respectable reformers. The progressives did not intend
to chanée America's basic governmental or economic insti-
tutions. They wanted a more equitable distribution of the
wealth that seemed to stick at the top and failed to trickle
down. The respectable Willard Straights provided sub-
stantial funds to get the new publication started, and
its editorial staff was hardly filled with "wild-eyed
radicals." The New Republic provided Lippmann with the

beginnings of an effective attachment to national, and

eventually international, power.
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The beginning of the Great War forced New Republic

editors to consider new priorities. To move the under-
standing and attempted control of man's nature from an
American setting to a world surrounding presented giant
challenges to progressives and especially to Lippmann's
statesman figure who extolled scientific method. Graham
Wallas had warned Lippmann in 1910 that a "great war wmight
soon break out and that if it did, it would probably
smoulder on for thirty years." Lippman remembered that
prediction and he doubted then that the war "would ever

touch me or jeopardize the interests of the country."uu

Lippmann discovered to his dismay that the war came, and

that it did, indeed, touch him and America‘'s interests.

Ibi‘o’ Pe. IX.



CHAPTER TWO

LIPPMANN'S ATLANTIC: FROM MOAT TO HIGHWAY--
AUGUST, 1914 TO JUNE, 1917

With the war's beginning in August of 1914, The New
Republic's staff "had to improvise a new philosophy on very
short notice." In the firat issue, which appeared on No-
vember 7, Herbert Croly, its senior editor, declared that
American isolation was over and that American neutrality
"was played out." He suggested further "that under certain
circumstances, such as the threat of German victory, it
would be necessary for America to enter the war." Wwalter

1
Lippmann agreed.
Lippmann had written previously in A Preface to Politics

and Drift and Mastery of a statesman figure who clarified
issues, gathered power, and urged intellect's control of
irrationality. At age twenty-five in the fall of 1914, it
may have come to Lippmann's attention that he might have to
assume the statesman's role. For the war oreated a need for
one who could identify and help resolve the numerous and com-
plex issues it had produced. The New Republic served as one
of his major instruments for defining issues and for awakening

25: Lippmann, "Notes for a Biography," The New Republic,
p. [ ]
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man's potential to control irrational behavior. From
November of 1914 to June of 1917, Lippmann struggled with
collective emotionalism that war visited, and the young
Journalist began a life's career of influencing national
leaders who could curb destructive impulses of interna-
tional scope.

The New Republic's editors, especially Lippmann, seemed
confused in the fall and early winter of 1914. Their edi-
torial convictions espoused a "policy of nonpartisan activity,
a policy of refusing to state problems in terms of black and
white, a policy of starting 'little insurrections in the
minds of readers'....They believed in rational planning and
control of the ruturo."z But war overwhelmed their thimnking.

Was not violence, especially violence among nations, a mas-
sive breakdouwn in reason? Lippmann showed despair in the
charter issue of The New Republic. He found the war in
BEurope engulfing the "reality of a nation,” and he asserted
dismally that "to live finely (was) a derelect hope."
Lippmann declared, however, true to New Republic philosophy,
that "the best argument against cannon is ideas.”"” He re-
mained aloof from the war, and urged America to avoid the
horror of blindly stumbling into unnecessary violonco.3

2pavid W. Moble, The Paradox of Progressive Thought
(Minneapolis: University of M sota Press, s PPe S
and

3Walter Lippmann, "Force and Ideas,” The New ngublic,
7 November 1914 in Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., ed., Wy

or
Lippwmann: Barly Writings (New York: Liverright Publishing
Gorporation, 1§§US, PP. t—S.
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Preocoupied with logic and reason, Lippmann shunned the

realities of war and asked philosophical questionsa: What does
it mean to be aggressive? What is a war for freedom? What

does it mean to be a chosen raoo?h A month later he continued
to concern himgelf with matters other than the critical, prac-

tical problems of the day. He worried about the future and
how peace could be made secure. Lippmann contended that
Germany, Russia, and Japan should be democratized. Of cen-
tral importance to understanding their aggression was the
failure of these nations to respect the worth and dignity of
human life. Democracies did not have correct answers to all
problems, but they had high regard for the individual and
invested more in each 1life than did non-democratic nations.
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