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ABSTRACT

THE CIVIL WAR CAREER OF
JACOB DOLSON COX

By

Jerry Lee Bower

Jacob Dolson Cox (1828-1900) began his Civil War
career as an Ohio Brigadier General. Despite his lack of
previous military experience and his youthfulness, he devel-
oped into an outstanding officer and earned respect and
praise from his superiors.

Cox saw his first action in western Virginia where
he worked with Generals George B. McClellan, William S.
Rosecrans, and John C. Fremont to secure the area for the
Union. In the fall of 1862 Cox's Kanawha Brigade partici-
pated in the Antietam Campaign. During the Battle of
Antietam Cox directed the successful assault on Burnside's
Bridge. In November, 1862, he was appointed District
Commander in West Virginia, but he desired a transfer to a
more active field of operations. He believed that the
geography of western Virginia precluded a decisive military
victory.

Cox next served (April 14 to December 2, 1863) as
the Commander of the District of Ohio. 1In this capacity he

.helped thwart John H. Morgan's famous raid. In December he
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was ordered to the front in East Tennessee. After the Union
army was reorganized in March, 1864, he commanded the Third
Division of the Army of the Ohio, under General John M.
Schofield. Subsequently his division participated in the
Atlanta and Nashville Campaigns. On November 29, 1864, Cox
reached the pinnacle of his military career when he directed
the Federal troops in the bloody Battle of Franklin,
Tennessee. In December, 1864, he was promoted to Major
General upon the recommendations of Generals Schofield,
William T. Sherman, and George H. Thomas.

After the Battle of Nashville, the Army of the Ohio
was transferred to North Carolina. Here Cox assumed command
of the Twenty-third Corps and directed a successful assault
against Goldsboro to prepare a base for Sherman's army. The
reunion was made on March 23, 1865, but the war ended before
further serious contact was made with the Confederates. Cox
resigned his commission in the fall to campaign successfully
for Ohio's governorship on the Union ticket.

Throughout the great conflict Cox placed the Union
cause above personal aspirations. He was a critic of the
army structure and made several recommendations for improv-
ing its efficiency, but his ideas were never tested. Cox's
own promotion to Major General, first considered in 1862,
was delayed for two years by some of the very problems he
underscored. He retained a life-long interest in the Civil

War and wrote several books dealing with the great conflict.
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He also served as a reviewer of military monographs for The
Nation for many years.
The major sources used were the Cox Papers, located

Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and

Confederate Armies, 70 volumes in 128 (Washington: General
Printing Office, 1880-1901); and the James A. Garfield
Papers and the John M. Schofield Papers, both in the
Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress. Cox's own

books--Military Reminiscences of the Civil War, 2 volumes

(1900), Atlanta (1882), The March to the Sea: Franklin and

Nashville (1882), and The Battle of Franklin, Tennessee,

November 30, 1864 (1897), all published by Charles
Scribner's Sons of New York--were used extensively. Other
manuscript collections and many secondary works were con-
sulted. A bibliographical essay is included.

This work is divided into eight chapters; six of
these describe Cox's military career. The first chapter
traces Cox's pre-war experiences and the final chapter is a

brief account of his varied post-war activities.
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CHAPTER I
EARLY LIFE

The American Civil War, a cataclysmic event, drove
division and hatred deep into the heart of American society.
The war forced men to make choices they preferred to avoid:
should one take up arms, even if it meant fighting relatives
and friends? The states, as collective bodies of citizens
who held diverse opinions on the issues involved, also faced
a similar, difficult decision. 1In 1860, as the secession
movement unfolded and war became more and more likely, there
was no such thing as a purely 'Northern" or "Southern" state.
Each state contained some people who would not support the
majority decision. Thus men and states alike had to look
hard at their own peculiar circumstances to determine what
stand they should take. Each hoped that he would make the
right choice.

Among the men deeply troubled by the ominous devel-
opments of 1860 was Jacob Dolson Cox, a freshman in the Ohio
Senate from Warren, in Trumbull County. Cox had always
opposed the spread of slavery. As a student of the ministry
he had decided that the institution was morally wrong; as a
lawyer, practicing on Ohio's anti-slavery Western Reserve,

he was convinced that slavery's extension was illegal; and
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as a politician he had continually supported those views
and parties which opposed the extension of slavery. But did
his attitude toward slavery justify the use of force against
the South? Like so many others, Cox, in 1860, reviewed his
personal situation, his family obligations, and his duties
as a citizen in hopes of finding the basis for making a wise
decision.

Jacob Dolson Cox (named after his father) was born
in Montreal, Canada, on October 27, 1828. His parents'
usual residence was New York City, but his father's occupa-
tion had brought the family to Canada in the summer of 1828.
The elder Cox was an accomplished building engineer who had
demonstrated great ability in roofing large areas without
the use of internal supports. This skill convinced the
leaders of the Church of Notre Dame in Montreal to employ
him to supervise the roofing of their new church. In 1830,
after the contract was fulfilled, the Cox's returned to New

York City.l

lUnless otherwise indicated, the information in this

Chapter is based upon: William C. Cochran, "The Early Life
and Military Services of General Jacob Dolson Cox," MSS.
copy in the Cox Papers located in the Oberlin College Library
at Oberlin, Ohio. This source will hereafter be cited as:
Cochran, ELMS. Cochran was Cox's stepson, his mother was
Helen (Finney) Cochran; she married Jacob Cox in 1849. All
subsequent manuscript material cited herein is from the Cox
Papers, Oberlin, unless otherwise indicated. Brief sketches
of Cox's life can be found in Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone,
(eds.), The Dictionary of American Biography (20 vols.; New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1930), IV, %76-78; Ezra J.
Warner, Genmerals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders
(Baton Rouge: TLoulsiana State University Press, 1964),
97-98; and Whitelaw Reid, Ohio in the War: Her Generals and
Soldiers (2 vols.; Cincinnati: Moore, Wilstach & Baldwin,

5 I, 770. Hereafter cited as Reid, Ohio in the War.
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Following their return, the Cox family prospered for
several years. Cox found fairly steady employment in the
rapidly developing city, and he was able to provide for the
education of his children. Then the Panic of 1837 struck,
throwing the economy into turmoil and forcing businessmen to
reassess their plans. Among the first cut-backs made, as
businessmen struggled to stabilize their finances, were
those in the building trades. Cox could not find steady
employment, so the family had to cut expenses even to dis-
continuing the formal education of the children.

At the time Jacob was only nine and was probably
unaware of the impact these financial reverses would have
upon him. Until 1837 he had attended a private academy
operated by Rufus Lockwood. There he received a basic edu-
cation in the Classics, the core of almost every curriculum
in the Nineteenth Century. In 1838 his parents, unable to
continue tuition payments, arranged for him to study for a
year under the tutelage of a Congregational minister.
Thereafter, Jacob turned to "private study" partially
directed by graduate students from Columbia University. Cox
later said this period of his education was haphazard and
relatively incomplete.2 He skimmed the surface of many
areas, but really did not concentrate upon preparing himself
for a particular occupation. Nevertheless, he acquired a
love for books which continued throughout his life, and a

questioning mind which compelled him to investigate those

2Gochran, ELMS., 5.




areas of learning where he felt particularly weak.

From his parents Jacob acquired a valuable education
in meeting the demands of everyday living and an ability to
separate the important from the unimportant. His father,
having come to America from Germany, deeply loved this
country for the opportunities it provided. He gave to his
son a professional pride and a spirit of scientific inquiry.
The elder Cox's talent was revealed in Jacob who became,
after the Civil War, a recognized authority on the architec-
tural styles of European chutches.3 Jacob's mother, Thedia
Kenyon Cox, was a deeply religious woman, who ably trans-
mitted her feelings to her family. From her, Cox gained
sufficient interest in religion to lead him to study for the
ministry.

In 1842, at age fourteen, Cox began to train for a
profession. He chose law, a selection that was undoubtedly
influenced by the prestigious role lawyers played in
American society. He worked as a clerk in a New York law
office where his main duties were to file papers and to
verify legal points in the law library. In 1845, his plans
went awry when the partners fell to squabbling among them-
selves, eventually dissolving the firm. These developments
abruptly ended Cox's legal studies. Needing employment, he
went to work for Anthony Lane, a stock broker. In Lane's
office Cox learned to keep books and obtained a rudimentary

knowledge of business practices. Even though he quickly

3Dictionary,g£ American Biography, IV, 477.
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mastered his duties and drew praise from his employer, Cox
was unhappy and frustrated.a'

During the winter of 1845-46 Cox finally settled
upon a plan for his immediate future which appeared to
promise more permanence than anything he had previously
attempted. From the autumn of 1842, when he had attended
several revival meetings conducted in New York City by
Charles G. Finney, he had been drawn toward the ministry.
About a year later he had joined the Congregational Church
of Samuel D. Cochran, a graduate of Oberlin College, who
urged him to enroll in that Ohio school. After giving the
matter careful consideration he reached a decision, influ-
enced no doubt by his mother's attitude (she was delighted
at the prospect of her son becoming a minister), and by the
fact that Finney was President of the College. He deter-
mined to study at Oberlin.

In the spring Cox and a younger brother, Kenyon, set

out for Oberlin. They travelled to Buffalo on a freight

L‘Shortly after leaving Lane's employ Cox made
another ill-fated attempt to find a suitable occupation. As
a lad Cox had fallen in love with the majestic sailing ves-
sels which constantly moved in and out of New York harbor.
Like many others he yearned to see the world as a crew
member aboard a fast-sailing packet ship. But his mother
refused to give her permission--surely sailors were not good
Christians! After many tearful family discussions, however,
consent was given and all the arrangements were made. Cox
purchased a sea-chest, stocked it with sailor's clothing and
other equipment, and placed it on board. Before departing
he decided to pay one last visit to the family, for he
expected to be away at least a year. When he returned to
the dock at the appointed hour, he discovered the captain,
taking advantage of favorable tides and currents, had
already put out to sea. Cox was utterly dejected, but his
mother was elated with the turn of events.
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barge via the Erie Canal. The accommodations were poor and
the pace terribly slow. The barges were designed for
freight rather than people; the passengers often slept on
top of boxes on the deck rather than in the stifling
quarters where the bunks were so closely spaced that one had
to get out of bed to change position. At Buffalo the
brothers transferred to a steamer for the trip across Lake
Erie to Cleveland. But the most grueling travel was between
Cleveland and Oberlin; the only conveyance was a hard-spring
stagecoach which physically tormented the passengers as it
bounced from rut to rut. After a week, excluding Sunday
when Oberlin students were not allowed to travel, the Cox's
reached their destination.5

Following a brief rest, the brothers met with
President Finney and discussed their academic plans. Jacob
discovered that before he could enter the Theological
Department he had to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree. Finney,
who was cordial and encouraging, arranged for them to take
a series of entrance examinations. Both passed and were
enrolled as freshmen.

As Cox settled into the college routine, he was
struck by the sharp contrast between Oberlin and New York

City. In 1846 Oberlin was a pioneer village of about 1,700

5Although Cox did not leave a record of how he and
Kenyon travelled to Oberlin, the college did keep records
KhiCh reveal that most Eastern ;tugenfs foligwed ;his route.
obert S. Fletcher, A History of Oberlin College from Its
Foundation Through the Civil War (2 vols.; Oberlin, Ohio:
Oberlin College, 1943), II, 537-38. Hereafter cited as
Fletcher, History of Oberlin College.
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residents, including the college students. Most of the
people depended upon agriculture for their livelihood,
although a demand for goods and services had attracted mer-
chants, blacksmiths, carpenters, an inn-keeper, and a
variety of other tradesmen. Oberlin had been founded in
1833 by Easterners, mostly from New York, under the
Presbyterian-Congregational Plan of Union which hoped to
promote Christian principles on the frontier by making reli-
gion the rallying point for new settlements. Oberlin had
only four streets when Cox arrived--two running east and
west, and two laid out north and south, thus forming a large
square. The college was the focal point of the square. The
streets were unpaved; rain turned them into quagmires,
threateﬁing wagons and pedestrians with a sticky fate should
they wander innocently from the safe track. Some boardwalks
had been built, but they were often in bad repair and pre-
sented their own hazards. Village women and college girls
often complained that their long skirts were torn by loose
boards and nails. Another common sight greeting Oberlinites
on their daily routine was stray animals--cows, hogs, sheep--
pursuing their quest for grass on the village lawns. Vil-
lage ordinances, of course, required the penning of all
animals but enforcement of the law was lax. Occasionally a
stray wandered into Tappen Hall, the main college building,
and upset the classes. In retaliation the college men would
round up all the strays, pen them on the square, and threaten

to hold an auction unless the owners claimed their livestock
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posthaste.6

Because religion had been the driving force in the
founding of the village, community life centered around the
Oberlin Congregational Church and the college it had organ-
ized in 1833. Despite the residents' common background in
religion, they soon deviated from the original Presbyterian-
Congregational Plan to establish an independent church
organization. In 1835, at a meeting of the Western Reserve
Congregational churches, the Oberlin representatives led the
way in forming the ''General Association of the Western
Reserve." The issue was organizational. The Congregational-
Presbyterian plan established a board of elders to oversee
the operation of several churches. But the General
Association decided in favor of a purely congregational
structure which allowed each church to determine independ-
ently its policies. This action stamped Oberlin as a radi-
cal community, a reputation which earned more merit as time
passed, not only in religion, but also on the issues of
slavery, Negro rights, and co-educational colleges.7

The Oberlin Collegiate Institute had opened its

doors in 1833 as a "manual training school.' The college

promised to provide, in addition to its academic program,
sufficient employment to enable students to finance their
education; but the college often failed to make good this

promise, and many students had to seek employment outside

6Ibid., I, 102-116; II, 552, 555-57, 560-61.
71bid., I, 184-85, 219-21, 236-56.



the school. In 1835 the Board of Trustees created the
School of Theology to complement the undergraduate program,
and Reverend Finney was employed as the first Professor of
Theology. Finney's reputation as a religious leader was
well-established, and he drew many students to Oberlin.8
These facts help explain why Cox came to Oberlin; he
expected to earn money for his college expenses and he had
been inspired by Finney to train for the ministry.

The college offered two terms of study per academic
year; the Fall term ran from mid-August until December, and
the Spring term from March until June. The course of study
was rigorous, centering, even in the undergraduate program,

upon subjects closely related to religion. Every Oberlin

student studied Hebrew and was required not only to read the
New Testament in that language, but to give recitations in
Hebrew during the senior year. When Cox arrived the curric-
ulum was undergoing change, moving from the traditional
Greek and Roman classics toward more 'Christian' literature,
such as Hebrew poetry and the poems of various English
authors. The science courses, psychology, anatomy, and
physiology, were all directed toward demonstrating the
proper way for a Christian to use his mind and body for the
advancement of God's Kingdom. This brief list does not
begin to include all the required subjects and, considering
the other demands on the students' time, one wonders how

they managed. Besides going to classes, each day they had

81bid., I, 117-41, 167-78, 180-81; II, 509-10.
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to attend two chapel services, participate in formal evening
religious discussions, work several hours and, somehow,
devote a few hours to study in their rooms.?

A major problem for Cox and most Oberlin students
was earning enough money to remain in school. 1In 1846, the
"official costs'' for the academic year were seventy-five
dollars: tuition, fifteen dollars; board, forty dollars;
room, four to six dollars; and incidentals, fourteen to six-
teen dollars. Cox accepted a number of different jobs as he
attempted to meet his expenses; during one term he baked all
the bread consumed in the college dining hall, a task which
demanded much work in the early morning hours before most
students arose. In 1851, as a graduate student, Cox received
18-3/4 cents per hour for teaching algebra to undergraduates.
During the long winter vacations, from December to March, he
sought employment which would enable him to save a few
dollars. A teaching position was the best way to achieve
the objective. Teaching was especially desirable because it
kept one indoors and somewhat protected from the elements,
but it was a demanding occupation. Cox reported that he had
to instruct forty to fifty pupils, with varying abilities,
in geography, grammar, and spelling. Moreover the advanced
pupils were to receive instruction in Latin, Greek, chemis-
try and rhetoric. Such a task, Cox admitted, demanded broad

knowledge, patience, and strict discipline; for which he

91bid., I, 207-13, 366-68.
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might earn from sixteen to twenty dollars per mont:ln10

Late in 1847 Cox met and began to court Helen Finney
Cochran, the recently widowed daughter of Reverend Finney.
Helen had married William Cochran, an Oberlin theological
student, in 1846. Soon thereafter the couple moved to New
York City where William assumed the pastorate of his
brother's Congregational church. Not long after they were
settled, William contracted a respiratory ailment which grew
steadily worse until it claimed his life. Thus it was a
distraught Helen who, with her infant son, returned home to
Oberlin.

Hoping to relieve her distress, the Finney's held a
reception in Helen's honor for the college faculty and stu-
dents. At this event Cox met his future wife for the first
time. Helen was beautiful. Long dark hair framed her
lovely face and sparkling eyes. But she was obviously sad-
dened by the death of her husband; Cox hated to see someone
so young carry such a heavy burden. He decided to cheer her
up. He called upon Helen and took her to chapel services
and to the evening discussions. Cox was fascinated with the
baby and spent many hours entertaining the infant. He had
always loved children, and his own sons remembered him as a
kindly, yet strict father. Although Cox soon knew he loved
Helen, he believed that he could not take on the added
responsibilities of husband and father until he had com-

pleted his education. In November, 1848, he went to say

101pid., II, 589, 615-22, 629; Cochran, ELMS., 9-10.
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goodbye to Helen before beginning teaching duties during the
winter vacation. As they talked Cox realized that he could
not bear the thought of the long separation without some
permanent plan to spur him on. Their engagement was
announced that evening. One year later, on Thanksgiving
Day, they were married by Reverend Finney with almost the
entire community in attendance. Shortly thereafter Cox
adopted Helen's son and the little family settled down.

In view of his new obligations Cox decided to
accelerate his studies. Shortly after the wedding he and
Helen moved in with the Finney's, thereby reducing expenses
and freeing Cox to spend more time with his books. 1In 1850
he received his baccalaureate degree and plunged directly
into his graduate program. During his study of "systematic
theology" and of the Greek and Hebrew Exegesis, Cox encoun-
tered religious questions which nagged at his mind. The
most distressing question concerned free will. Did God
intend that a Christian should exercise free will, or was
everything foreordained? Cox wrote long letters to Oberlin
theology graduates seeking their advice on this important
issue. Of course he received conflicting answers to his
queries, and it became clear that he had to make up his own
mind.11

Cox was not alone in raising questions regarding

11Cox's most consistent correspondents on these
topics were Thomas H. Robinson, John A. R. Rogers, and John
W. Ellis, all Oberlin graduates who were now serving
Congregational churches. Copies of Cox's letters may be
found in Letter Book 1.
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Oberlin's particular interpretation of Christian free will.
In fact, Oberlin's attitude toward this subject caused great
controversy among the Presbyterian and Congregational
churches in the North during the 1840's. Critics openly
berated Oberlin's 'peculiar heresy.'" What Finney and the
Theological Department had done was reject John Calvin's
doctrine of election and accept in its place a '"belief in
human ability'" or free will. The Oberlin doctrine taught
that sinners were responsible for their transgressions and
their atonement, and were free to accept or reject salvation.
This view hit directly at Calvin's belief that God chose,

God acted, and no individual could change God's decision.

The Oberlinites argued that a Christian could perfect him-
self by leading a life acceptable to Christ, and in this
fashion the sinner could achieve sanctification, or accept-
ance in the eyes of God. They did not contend that sancti-
fication, once achieved, ruled out the commission of all sin
by the sanctified person; but it did provide the sinner with
a better opportunity to perceive his own errors and to make

a new peace with God. Many Northern churches, particularly
the Presbyterians, rejected this '"peculiar heresy" as con-
trary to the Scriptures and they refused to permit Oberlin
graduates to occupy their pulpits or to allow members of
Oberlinite churches to transfer their membership unless they
specifically renounced this doctrine.12

Cox's letters on this issue reveal that he never

12Fletcher, History of Oberlin College, I, 223-28.
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clearly decided one way or the other; he wanted to accept
the Oberlin doctrine but his studies of the original Hebrew
and Greek Scriptures raised substantial doubts. In 1851 he
began to argue with his father-in-law over the free will
issue. Reverend Finney had recently returned from a disap-
pointing revival tour in England and was deeply concerned
about the poor condition of the Christian faith. Naturally
he did not expect to have to defend his views in his own
household and hot words were exchanged with Cox. During
one of their stormy arguments Finney exclaimed, 'Dolson, you
are not honest. You do not want to see the truth."}3 That
remark settled it. Cox could not continue study at Oberlin
if he, as a theological student, was not allowed to arrive
at the truth by questioning basic doctrines. Although this
decision ended Cox's formal academic career, it marked the
beginning of the intellectual independence which typified
the remainder of his life. He was unwilling to accept ideas
just because they were popular or promoted by someone with
authority; instead he preferred to interpret facts independ-
ently and draw his own conclusions.

Shortly after abandoning plans for the ministry, Cox

discovered that Warren, Ohio, was seeking a Superintendent

of Schools. He applied for the position and was accepted.
Helen packed their meager possessions and the family moved
to Warren, where Cox began his duties in the fall of 1851.

Warren, located on Ohio's Western Reserve, was, like

13cochran, ELMS., 13.

L
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Oberlin, a small community dependent mainly upon agriculture
for its economic livelihood. But the town had a woolen
cloth manufacturing firm, several small furniture factories,
a machine works, and the Western Reserve Bank. Two news-

papers served Warren--the Western Reserve Chronicle, a free-

soil Whig publication, and the News-Letter, begun by
Jacksonian Democrats in the 1830's as a rebuttal to the
Chronicle. The presence of these newspapers attested to
Warren's importance in the political affairs of the Western
Reserve.14
Warren's schools had expanded considerably in the
1840's; three frame 'district" schoolhouses had been built
in 1844-45 to meet the needs of elementary education. In
1849, under a new state law which facilitated the operation
of local school districts, a high school was added to the
district and M. D. Leggett became Warren's first Superin-
tendent at an annual salary of $700. Leggett's resignation
created the vacancy which Cox filled in 1851 at a stipend of
$600. No doubt Cox's youthfulness and lack of experience
explain the lower salary, and he served in this capacity for
three years without receiving more money. The Superin-

tendent's duties were vast; he had to coordinate the curric-

ulum, hire and discipline the teachers, and urge the tax-
payers to give adequate monetary support to the schools.

The last task was the most difficult, as school taxes were

l4gistory of Trumbull and Mahoning Counties, with
Illustrations an% Biographical Sketches ié vols.; CieveIand:
. illiams and Brother, 82), I, 240-45, 250-59, 268-72.
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levied and collected separately from the town taxes; some-

times the school district had to sue reluctant taxpayers.15

In Warren the Cox's resided in a rented house on
Elm Street, near the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Elm

Street, one of the town's newer '"developments,'" was little

more than a trail through a dense stand of trees. At night,
even during a full moon, so little light penetrated the
thicket that Cox had to feel his way along a rail fence to
get home. The residents of Warren later recalled that the
Superintendent did not even own an overcoat, and in the
coldest weather he was seen hurrying down the street with
only a cape draped over his shoulders.16 Perhaps this
explains Cox's reputation for having a quick stride and long
gait when walking--with such light attire he had to hurry
from place to place to avoid freezing!

Although official duties were time consuming, Cox
began immediately to renew his law studies. He arranged to
study with M. D. Leggett, his predecessor as Superintendent,
At the time it was relatively simple for a man to become a
lawyer; Ohio required two year's study under a licensed

lawyer or a certificate from the Cincinnati Law School. Cox

followed the former course, was admitted to the Ohio bar in

March, 1853, and began a brief partnership with Leggett.

15Harriet Taylor Upton, A Twentieth Century History
of Trumbull County, Ohio: A Narrative Account of Its
Historical Progress, Lts People and Its Principle Interests
289V83$.; Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Co., 5909 I

6134, 1, 293.

> 4
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The legal profession, the most highly esteemed occupation in
Ohio in the 1850's, often served as a stepping-stone into
politics.17

The first three years of practice were the most
difficult for the neophyte lawyer. Cox complained bitterly
that he could not establish a rewarding business until he
had proven his ability, yet he needed clients to establish
his reputation. By 1856, however, his practice had so
improved that he could revamp his finances and arrange to
purchase the house he had occupied since arriving in Warren.
That same year he entered into a new partnership with John
Hutchins, another Warren lawyer.

Despite the many demands on his time, Cox became
involved in community affairs which brought him popular
recognition and eventually, it appears, helped to involve
him in Ohio politics. Warren did not have a Congregational
church, but the local Presbyterian church operated on the
congregational form of government and its membership was
composed of both Presbyterians and Congregationalists. He
and his family attended services at this church, and he
directed the choir. He further displayed his musical tal-

ents by playing violin in a trio which often entertained at

community affairs. In 1854 Cox organized a small ''Home

17Eugene H. Roseboom, The History of the State of
Ohio: The C%vil War Era, 1850-I873 (Columbus: Ohio State
KrchaeoTogical and Historical Society, 1944), 205-206.
Hereafter cited as Roseboom, Ohio: Civil War Era. Roseboom
lists Salmon P. Chase, John Sherman, Rutherford B. Hayes,
James A. Garfield and Cox as examples of Ohio lawyers who
achieved prominence in politics.
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Literary Union." It met periodically to discuss world lit-
erature and to comment upon the members' literary efforts.
Whenever a member's article or poem was published by a local
newspaper, a celebration was held in the author's honor.
Cox also served as a speaker for a variety of occasions. In
1853, for example, he discussed '"Music' at a band convention,
talked about "Fairs'" before the Trumbull County Agricultural
Society, and described the "Emancipation of Science' before
the Salem (Ohio) Teachers Association.18

Cox's interest in public affairs gradually drew him
into politics. He began his political career as an anti-
slavery Whig and, as might be expected, later transferred
his allegiance to the Republican party. Undoubtedly Cox's
environment shaped his opinion on slavery. Oberlin College
strongly opposed human bondage and was one of the first
Northern schools to allow colored students to enroll (as
early as 1835). Cox saw fellow students, in spite of open
hostility, found and operate elementary schools for free and
fugitive Negroes; Reverend Finney often struck out against
slavery as an inhuman and un-Christian institution. More-
over the Oberlin Congregational church demanded, as its
membership certificate clearly stated, an anti-slave ""con-
fession" as a requirement for joining.19 His move from

Oberlin to Warren did nothing to change his mind. On the

18¢ochran, ELMS., 16A-16B.

386-4 19Fletcher, History of Oberlin College, I, 254-56,
=400, .
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contrary, Cox's views were strengthened because the entire
Western Reserve was violently anti-slave. Warren, itself,
contained many people from the South who had fled a society
that condoned human bondage. To put it bluntly, Warren was
no place for anyone who did not oppose slavery.20 Thus when
Cox began to participate actively in politics, his views
meshed admirably with the prevailing sentiments.

Before we go further in tracing Cox's political
activities, it would be well to comment generally upon the
structure of Ohio politics. As of 1848, when slavery emerged
as the paramount issue, the state contained three distinct
party organizations--Whig, Democrat, and Free-Soil. All

were essentially opposed to the extension of slavery and had

supported the Northern efforts to apply the Wilmot Proviso
to the territories acquired from Mexico in 1848. 1In terms
of power the Whigs had dominated Ohio since 1844 and had
managed a succession of victories in the state electioms.
By 1850, however, forces were at work which would shatter
Whig unity and create conditions favorable to the formation
of a new party unquestionably committed to an anti-slavery
platfotm.u

The issue which threw Ohio Whiggery into turmoil was

2OGeorge H. Porter, Ohio Politics During the Civil
War, Columbia University Studies In History, Economics and
ublic Law, Number 105 (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1911), 15-16.

2lFor the general discussion of Ohio politics I have
relied upon Roseboom, Ohio: (Civil War Era, Chapters IX-XII;
see also Porter, Ohio Politics During the Civil War, 20-75.
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California's request, in 1850, for admission to the Union as
a free state. Naturally the Ohio Whigs supported this
request and were gratified when President Zachary Taylor,
also a Whig, agreed to support the request. But the sena-
tors and representatives from the Southern states reacted
violently to the proposal because the future of slavery was,
as they saw it, at stake. To admit California as a free
state would destroy the tenuous balance that had been main-
tained in the Senate between free and slave states; and
there was no other territory which would, in the foreseeable
future, become a slave state to restore the parity. Thus
threatened, the Southerners forced a broad discussion of the
slavery issue and the federal government's responsibility
for protecting the institution. President Taylor, however,
refused to budge; he wanted California admitted solely on
the merits of her request and would not allow the broader
slavery issue to interfere. But before the problem was
resolved, President Taylor died (July, 1850) and Millard
Fillmore succeeded him.

Northern Whigs waited, with foreboding, to learn
Fillmore's position on California. Finally he accepted
Henry Clay's compromise measures. Clay's major recommenda-
tions were that California be admitted as a free state, that
the New Mexico and Utah territories be organized without
restrictions on slavery, and that a stronger federal fugi-
tive slave law be enacted. These proposals offered some-

thing to each section, but their impact in Ohio was a
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bombshell. The Whigs were caught in a dilemma; on a state
level they believed they should take an anti-slavery stance
and oppose the compromise, but to do so would mean repudia-
tion of the national Whig policy and a concurrent loss in
federal patronage. Eventually the Ohio Whigs supported the
Compromise of 1850 as a means of preserving the Union but
they tried desperately to tone down the emphasis on slavery.
The evasive policy, however, did not work; the party lost
members to both the Democrats and the Free-Soilers.

While tension mounted the Ohio Democracy pursued a
policy of watching and waiting. But once Clay's compromise
measures were passed, they moved rapidly to exploit the

Whig's embarrassment. The Democrats denounced the decision

to allow slavery to expand into the New Mexico and Utah
territories and bitterly assailed the new federal fugitive
slave law. By these tactics the Ohio Democrats assumed a
hard anti-slavery position and gained enough votes to elect
Judge Reuben Wood governor in November, 1850.

The Free-Soil party never had a large following, but
for several years its few members in the Ohio legislature
held the balance of power between the Democrats and Whigs.
On slavery, the Free-Soilers were the most outspoken and
their radicalism undoubtedly explains their failure to
develop greater strength. Like the Democrats, they exper-
ienced an increased popularity after 1850. 1In 1851, these
two parties united to elect Benjamin F. Wade, from the

Western Reserve, a United States Senator. Wade's well
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publicized anti-slave views provided the basis for the inter-
party cooperation, and his election reflected the majority
sentiment in Ohio.

Until 1854 the Democrats enjoyed almost complete
control over state offices; then they ran afoul of the same
issue which had crippled the Whigs. In January, 1854,
Senator Stephen A. Douglas, a Democrat from Illinois, intro-
duced into Congress the Kansas-Nebraska Act which would
organize the two territories and allow the residents to
decide about slavery through the use of popular sovereignty.
The real problem was that the bill, in its final form,
specifically repealed that part of the Missouri Compromise
which prohibited slavery north of 36° 30'. Thus an area the
North had long considered free territory was suddenly thrown
open to slavery, at least until an election was held. The
impact of this measure in Ohio shattered traditional polit-
ical alliances and created fertile ground for the formation
of an anti-Nebraska coalition.

Anti-Nebraska protest meetings began in February,
1854, and increased in intensity when it became apparent
that the Douglas proposal would receive congressional
approval. These rallies were sponsored and attended by Free-

Soilers, 'Free Democrats,' '"Independent Democrats,'

and out-
right abolitionists. The largest gathering met in the state
capital, Columbus, in February and adopted a resolution

calling for a state convention of all dissidents. The con-

vention, held in Columbus on March 22, failed to agree upon
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the formation of an anti-Nebraska party. But after the
Douglas bill was approved in May, the call for a "fusion
ticket" was renewed. A second state convention met in
Columbus on July 13, 1854. This time a slate of anti-
Nebraska candidates was nominated for federal and state
offices. Although a party name was not formally adopted,
the fusion newspapers began to refer to their candidates as
"Republican nominees." In November each of the anti-
Nebraska candidates won by a sizeable margin; the success
convinced the fusionists to establish a permanent party
organization.

In 1855 the anti-slavery groups officially organized

the Republican Party. At this point Cox's participation in

politics can be documented. He had been active in the anti-
Nebraska movement on the Reserve, because some of the best
attended meetings were held in Warren. Cox's participation
led to his selection as Warren's delegate to the state con-
vention held in Columbus on July 13, 1855.22 At this con-
vention the Republican name was officially adopted, an anti-
slave platform was written, and Salmon P. Chase was chosen
to lead a slate of candidates for state offices. In addi-
tion, the Ohio party called for a national Republican conven-
tion to select a presidential candidate.

The Chase-led ticket swept Ohio in 1855 and the

Republicans gained a majority in the state legislature. In

22y5 istory of Trumbull and Mahoning Counties, I, 194,
286-87; Cochran, ELMS., I8
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the following year the state's Republicans supported the
nomination of John C. Fremont. And in the pPresidential cam-
paign following his nomination, Cox stumped Ohio's Western
Reserve for Fremont. These efforts increased Cox's stature
within the Party and enhanced his reputation with the voters
on the Reserve. 1In 1857 and 1858 he campaigned for
Republican nominees for state and federal offices. As a
result of all this, Cox emerged as a potential candidate
for the state senatorship from the Trumbull and Mahoning
district in 1859. Although he specifically requested that
he not be nominated, when the Republican senatorial conven-
tion met in Niles on August 22, 1859, a delegate from Warren
placed Cox's name in contention. Cox rapidly gained
strength over his six opponents and was nominated on the
third ballot. Cox did not attend the convention and the
first inkling he had of what occurred was when a Warren
delegate knocked on his door and asked him to go to Niles.
During the hectic five mile ride, Cox was informed of the
convention's decision and, upon arrival, presented a brief
acceptance speech. He campaigned actively during the next
two months and was elected by a comfortable margin as the
Republicans continued their mastery of the state offices.23

Cox assumed his seat in the Ohio Senate in January,

1860, and remained there until the Civil War erupted. Here

23William C. Cochran, "The Western Reserve and the
Fugitive Slave Law," Western Reserve Historical Society
COllections, PublicatYon number 10T (CTeveland: m.p.,
1920),7207-30s.
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