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An ARSTRACT

This studv was designed to test the hycotnesis that
those meivers of fraternities and sororities who are from
uoner-middle class homes are less biaced in their attitudes
towards the kegro civil richts movement than are those
menbers of fraternities anc sororities who are from lower-
middle class homes, 1t was felt that their attituces woula
have oeen influenced oy their parents' income, edriucation,
occuration, and the number and kinda of their varents!
socizl =activities, i.,e, class steatus,

A cuestionnaire was cistriputed to lle fraternitv ana
sorority members at ~ichigan state University, This omnsisted
of 64 "fixed-alternative" cuestions relatino to these arens
oZ civil riuhts: housing, welfare, rrotest movements,
riots, sccizl relations, emmloyment, and ecucation,

The analvsis of the data faile®d to coniirm the hvro-
thesis in that no sicnificant c¢ifference was founa between

the exnressed attitules amona the members of ktoth classes,
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IXTRODUCTION

statement of Furrose

There is little cuestion that the most crucial inter-
nal oroblem the aAverican neople are presently confronted
with is that of race relations. In the past decace or so
the liecro has accuired sowme horpe that his life conaitions
can ve imnroved. with this horve, protest movements began,
and since the summer of 1964 various cities throughout the
nation have been struck by incidents oi racial violence, in
repellion against the oprressions of a racist society. "The
white American is a problem to himself in that racism is a
reflection of personal and collective anxieties lodged Ceep
in the hearts and minds of white Americans. The source of
the problem must be sought in the white American - in the
crocess kv which he was educated, in the needs and complex-
ities he expresses through racism and in the structure of

ul It seems that the manner in which

the white community.
this countrv meets this crisis in the ccming vears will
determine the future course of our cities and of the nation

as a whole.,

lBenneu; Lerone, "The White Problem in America" in
The White Froblem in America., by the Editors of kbony,
(Chicago, 1906), p.-Z2.
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secause of this situation a research project on
attituces of students in this area orf race relations is
varticularly timely. On the suggestion of Dr, Robert Green
of the Education uvevartment at Michigan State University it
was aecided to confine the study to fraternity and sorority
metbers at Michigan state University. The objective of
this study was to determine how sympathetic or unsymnathetic
these students are toward the civil rights movement, and to
determine vrossikle class differences of attitude within the
samrle,

It is assurmed that stucents who are fraternity and
sorority mempers will tend to become members of the white
nower structure, reoresented by real estate, banking, edu-
cation and management involvement, Owuviously, other stu-
cents will pecome memnbers of the power structure also, but
because of their organizational cavacities, fraternity ana
sorority mempbers are more likely to varticipate in the
power structure., If we could acguire some icea of these
students!' attitudes and if these hold on a national scele
shown py further research, then it may be possible to approx-
imatelv chart the future course of racism in this country.

Review of Literature

There is volumninous literature on the sunject of race
relations, prejucice, discrimination, etc. pbut although many
research orojects have been conducted in this general ares,
we were unable to discover any that dealt svecifically with

fraternitv and sorority members, e will, therefore,
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briefly review some primary concerts and recent trencs in
race relations, noting studies pertinent to our hypothesis,

The term "“ovrejudice" is defined in various wavs, A
prejucice can be a negative or positive attitude; with
reference to minoritv grours it takes on a negative connota-
tion, &llvort states that "ethnic prejudice is an antipathy
based upon a faulty and inflexible generalization, It may
be felt or expressed. It may be directed toward a groun as
a whole or toward an individual because he is a memvcer of a
group."2

The literature reveals many theories of prejudice,
devending on which causal factors one desires to emphasize,
Prior to the twentieth century pnrejudice had been assiagned a
biological base which focused on the physical traits of
minority groums giving "birth to racisrn."3 Gradually various
social and psychological theories renlaced these earlier
theories, Some viewed it in terms of econcmic class exvloit-
ation, Psycholocical theories stress the need for a scape-
goat, for those whose needs for personal security are frus-
trated, Hence, hostility results, and is disvlaced onto some
disadvantaced oroup, 1t is often viewed as a type of devi-

ation in these theories., The Authoritarian FPersonality oy

2Alloort, sordon . The hature of Prejudice (Garden
Citv, New York,1954), o.l0.

3Rose, Peter I. They and wWe—-Racial and Ethic Relations
in the U.5. (New York, 1954), p.89.
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T,7s. Adorno, =zlse Frenkel-Junswik, waniel J. Levinson and

R. hewitt sanford, is one of the major stucdies in this area.
3ociolocists may accent the osychological factors, but emn-
nhasize that the versonality will vary with the situation,
reference grourn, sanctions an. rewarcs, roles, ana the per-
sonality tendencies brought tothe situation,

ivo one theorv, therefore, can acequately define vre-
judice bhut, rather each one aads to an understancding of the
dynamics involvecd., "It is clear though that we find the
exvlanation of prejudice in the personality and experience
of the person holding the prejudice.“4 It is also a well
acknowledged fact that prejudice is learned rather than in-
herited, This becins early in the kinship system, where the
child takes on the prejudices of his parents. Allport con-
siders this to be the most important single source oi pre-
judice, although it is moqaifiable through experience,

In looking at social class, which is the primary con-
cern of our project, the concept of ethnocentrism pecomes
important, This basically refers to the idea that groups
tend to develop an attitude of superiority as to its own
cultural patterns and feelings of antagonism toward out-
grouns. The social class which is an achieved status aqoes
not create prejudice, but can be "a cultural invitation to
prejudice."5 Conformity to the values of the social class
plus personal reasons cr insecurities can lead to prejudice,

we must also consider that "the people in anv class may vary

qﬁorton, Paul sS. and Leslie, Gerald R, The socioclogy
of social kroplerns (hew York, 1965) o. 415,

5.sll,hort, Gordon w., p.304,
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with respect to their other social roles necause these
other roles may have consecuences more imnortant ror their
rersonalities than do their class nositions."c In other
wores, any grouo will tolerate a certain rance of behavior,

The results of anv studies of social stratification
or social class "will denendé on the author's view of social
stratification (nunter oif classes used), the criteria ucec
to celfine or icdentifv socizl class, the method of classify-
ing, and the nature of the communities themselves."7 "o.any
studies of orejudice in terms oif education, relicion, age,
or social class are oiten contradictory; but it seems fairly
well estawblished that white neonle in the lower socio-
econonic levels are on the averazse, more bitterly anti-lecro
than white peorle at hicher socio-economic 1ev~:—zls.“'5

pettelheim notes that in a study in the oJetroit area
in 1957, the upper miuule class (professional and managerial)
was less orejuuiced than the lower-micdle class (clerical,
sales, etc.,). But he states that "it is more imrmortant to
investicate social mobility rather than social ana economic
buckground,“g with which Zllrort also agrees. Those who
move down the sociz2l ladder or find their status threatened
bv those below them tend to react in a more prejuiiced

manner. "A desrerate drive for status on the part of

uaimnson, 2. and Yincer, :ilton J. "The sociclogv of
Race anu cthnic Relations" in R.K. merton, Leonard oroom,
Leonara s. Cottrell, Jr., (eds,) sociologv Today (wew York,
1957), n.Z294,

7

bid,.,, p.390.

8Allnort, De /3.
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ceenly insecure veonrle will lead to avvarent irrationalities,
the functon which is to satisfv the need for status.“lo
Related to this concent of mobility, Berelson states
that "prejudice and discriwmination arise out of the relative
nositions of the grouns involved and of changes in the

relative bositions."ll

The dominant group may come to fear
that menbers of the subordinate grours are not holding to
their vrescribed status, The recent trend in the civil
rigchts movement seems to have created such a situation and
is continuing to do so.

On a more general level of class distinctions as re-
lated to vprejudice or unsymnathetic attitudes toward the
Necro, Brink and EHarris reveal the results of a recent lews-
veek survev of college students, The results showed that
"if there were anv real sicns of greater acceontance of

social contact with Negroes it was almost all among the

better educated, amons the sons and daughters of the afiluent

] . . . . s
2ettelheim, zsruno and Janowitz, Norris, sSoCial
Change and Prejuaice (London, 1904), p.l65.

loclark, Kenneth 3. "What lMotivates wWhites" in The

white Froblem in &merica, by the kEditors of Ebony (Chicago:
1906), p.55.

llberelson, sernarad and Steiner, Garv A, Human 3ehavior,

An Inventory of Scientific findings (N.Y., Chicago, surlingame,
19c¢4), p.bll.
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nl2 This author states

rather than the less rrivileged,
that "the stereotyned beliefs about hegroes are firmly

rooted in the less vrivilejsed, less well eaucated white
society.“l3

There are nunerous reasons whv persons in uoner
classes seem to pe less vprejudiced than those in lower
classes which for our ourposes are not necessary to elavorate
on, Our concern was to see if this premise held true for
fraternity and sorority members in their attitudes toward
the current social situation,

A4 nunber oi recent studies conducted to determine
the attitudes o white reovrle toward the nresent racial
crises and civil ricohts movement arnear relevant to our
stucy, However, these studies did not necessarily differ-
entiate attitudes by class position,

The hORCE survey oif 1993, in a national samnple of
white persons found that, "the higher a verson's socio-
economnic status, education, income, and occupation, the
higher he scored on the Guttman Fro-Integration Scale.“14
"Hovever, in 1965 the Galluo Poll warned that criticism of

. . i 15
inteqgration speed has grown amnong northern whites,"

l?&rink, william and iarris, Louis. 3lack anc ‘Jhite
(Mew York, 19¢o), p.13Z,

Limia,, v.147.
l45heatslev, Faul 3. ".hite Attitudes Toward the Neuro"
in Daedalus., (xichmond, Virginia, 1866), p.229.

[
(03}

Inid., re.234.
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2rink anda Harris reveal that ov late 1966, 754 of
all whites had come to the conclusion that demonstrations
were hurting the :ileyro cause and that the pace was too fast.
slso, manv felt that the riots had hurt the reuro cause
wnich the "darris Survey“lb had revealed earlier in 19%4
ana 1965, ianv seened to understand the reasons for the
riots, but emotionallyv thev reacted cifferentlyv, The state-
ment that "whites favor civil richts legislation, ut £ind

17 reveals the

it harder to live v in their <ailyv lives,”
conilict between the intellect and the emotions,

srink and Harris also found that mest whites could
accernt integrated easucation, but not inteygrated housing,
believing that intesrateu housing woula ultimately lead to
intermarriace, " hite attitudes are moving toward greater
accertance in e ployment, education, and pudblic accoaouations,

nl3 The irony is that without inte-

sut not misceagcnation.
gration in housing there amn never be integration in the
schools.,

These studies reveal some of the prevailing attituces
toward the civil rights movenent., One well accented fina-
ing is that white ncorle are often amhivalent in their feel-

ings about the civil rights covenent and the current racial

situation.

orink ani Earris, ».,127.

“Zrink and Harris, »n.132.
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Lt shoulli 2e understood that rnrziucice is an attitudle,
ihereas .liscrimination imolies some tvee ol ovart tehavior
cirectes towarl a winoritvy croumn, .oacel on that attituce,
Zantom founa that the majoritv of restaurant owners throuoh-
out the country rerlies in a cuestionnesire that they woulcd
not serve a Chinese-American courle, vet in reality, only
one refused to serve such a courle, <Consecuentlv one snoula
De cautiouvs in waking vredictions a.out how one «ill react
on the hasis of how he answers on a <cuestionnzire or how he

resroncs verscally,



Hvrothesis and Jeoiini
The hvrothesis heing exanined in this vaver is: those
menzers cL rraternities ana sorcrities vho are from urner-
micdle dass homes 2re lecs bhiased in their attitudes towara
the we ro civil rights moverment than are those mentzers ol
Iraternities and sororities who are from lower-micd<le class
homes, Thus we are asserting that a rarticular characteris-
tic - cocial class - is one of the factors which cetermine
another characteristic - decree of nias., The basis for this
hvcothesis is that the stucents' wresent attitudes are to
a larye extent the result oI rarentsl and associational
influences., e feel that such influences vary with socizal
class, i.e. with parents' income, education, occupation, and
the number and kxind of the narents' social activities, In
null form, this h/rothesis would be that there is no ciffer-
ence in the degree of bias oetween the umner-middle class
and the lower-middle class menbers of fraternities and
sorcrities, we feel that a person who is biasec¢ is one
whose attitudes are in a direction which is ornosed to negro
civil richts.

:ifications used in this study, unver-

n

The social clas
micdcle and lower-riddle, are terms taken from Lloyd Warner's
six class system of social stratification. warner dividea
the porulation into grouns which he referred to as uoper-

uroer, lower-u-scver, umner-micdle, lower-micale, urrver-lower,
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) 1o | S ) . . . .
ancd lower-lower., W& used roudr criteria, income, education,
occupnzation, and social activities, to classifv the res-
rondents into one of the two midcle dasses on the oasis of
the followinag definitions, 1Income was cefined as at least

21

(9}

,C20 rer vear in crder ror a cstudent to ve classified as
urrper-miiddle class, LEducation was cefined as at least some
collexe in order to cualifv for urmer-middle class, Occu-
ration was <¢efined as either croifescional or manacerial ifor
urper-midcle class status and sales, clerical, or "blue-
collar" work for louwer-micile class, In the area of social
particination we classifiea activities which were nrimarilv
cultural or ohilanthropnic in nature as rceing unver-miadle
class ana those whose activities were limitea to cnurch,
r.T.4,, or lodge varticiration as keing lower-micddle class,
If a student's rnarents cualifiFd for a particular class in
all four areas, thev obviouslvwere nlaced in that class., If
a student's parents gualified for a particular class in
three out of four areas, they were still olaced in that class,
If, however, a student's rvarents cualiried in two areas for
one class and in two areas for another, thev were omitted
from the study. This occurred in 11 cases out of a total of
115 completed cuestionnaires,

Instrument

The data collection instrument for our study was a

"fiyed-alternative" or "closed" cuestionnaire, In order to

9'-u‘arner, w.L., Lunt, P.3., The social Life of a
Yodern Comnmunity (New Haven, 1941) Chaonter o.
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ensure that the data collected was relevant to the hvro-
thesis we incluaed only aquestions that dealt with Negro
civil rights; however, some were deceptive in the way in
wnich they were relatei to civil rights. we received manv
torical ideas for the cuestions from our review of the
literature; yet the cuasstions were comnosed by the groun,
The first set oi cuestions was aired primarily at ascertain-
ing facts about the subjects and their environment, The
second set and main body of auestions were aimed mainly at
ascertaining beliefs about wnat the facts are, feelings,
ané standards of actions, Instead of asking cuestions to
find out the objective facts, we wanted to learn what these
students believed to be the "facts", "This is the vurpose,
for exa—-ple, in asking a resnondent to inaicate whether the
following statementjs true or false: 'illo KNegro has ever
made a worthwhile ccntribution to the arts.,' The resnond-
ent's answer is not used to establish what is oojectively
true out rather to »nrovide a victure of his beliefs."20 "a

person's beliefs a2>out what the facts are will oiten cive a

Z] . .
1 wuestions in-

very clear indication of his feelings."
volving the word "would" indicate feelings throuuh a per-
sonal prediction with resnect to cone's behavior in a uiven

situation,

20 . . - - A - e A -
)dellltz, S, ,Jahoda, &. oeutsch, (., Cook, S,

sasarch sethods in social Relations (Chicago, 1905), n.245.

r, 247,
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1ne cuesticnnaire that we distributed contained <4
Cuestions, and it was stanuardiczes weaning that all 4 cues-
tions were oresented with exactly the same wordiny and in

the saze orcer to all resnondents., it ccvered seven areas

[mi]

related to lL.e3ro civil rights: housing, welfare, vrotest
movenents, riots, social relations, emslovient, and educa-
tion., (see wsrecenliix) anowever, we ¢id eliminate three
cuestions, Humbder 2 was eliminateld 2ecause an unnoticed
tyvning error reculted in a different wor2int oi the guestion

r 45 w3 elinianzted onecause

(B
()
n

cn hzli the cusstionnaziresz, Lum
it secmied to be confucint. to a tajority ol the resmonuents,
sutner 57 ~as elirinated cecause a tyring error in tne key
resultea in a misrecoraing ci tihie answers,

we selecteu "Iixeu-ualternative" or "cloced" cuestions
meaning the resoonses of the suvoject were limited to statec
alternatives réther thst “openmindecd" cuestions which permit
a Cree response from the subject. 1he reason for this
choice was that the resrvoncent himself was forced to maxe a
ju.cgment avout his attitudes. &lso, it cuarantees that the
answers are given in a frave of reference that is relevant
to the rurrose of the incuirv and in a form that is usanole
in the analvsis., .owever, we also were aware of the dis-
advantacges cf the "Iirei-alternative" tvoe of cuestion.
Zirst, it forces a staterent oi oninicnon an issue about
v nich the res-ondent mav nct have an orxinion., second, ranv
tines neither "-es" answer nor a "no" answer COrresTonds

c»actlv to the reswondent's rosition, Lowever, we ILelt that
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if the stulent were forced to choose eitner "ves" or "no",
even if it <id not corres-ond exactlv to his vosition, it
still would aive some indication of his attitude, =efore
Cistrivuting the cuastionnaire, we constructed a key that
snecifie? which ansvers would be indicative of favorable an-
wvhich orf unfavorale attitudes towar? lejgro civil richts,
(see &rmrendix) e felt it was self-evicent as to which

answers wcull indicate via

]

w2 realizea that any cifference in attitudes revealed
py the cuestionnaire would not be <due to social class alone,
sgn. also, we had no way of Xnowing whether the respondents
would be nonest in answering the cuestions, Eowever, we cic
feel that oy selecting the questionnaire technigue rather
than the interview technicue, the resmondents would be more
sure oL their anonvmity and, thus feel freer to exyress
views thayv may have f[eared might be disammroved, It also
assured us of unifornity from one measurewent to another,
Yet, the cuesticnnaire technicue does have some aisadvantages,
rirst, even if the wor<ina is the same on each cuestionnaire,
different resrontents mey make cifferent interoretations,
second, if a subject misinterprets a cuestion, there is no
wav to remedy the situation,., Third, cue to its ricid struc-
ture, subjects are unauvle to fullv exnlain their feelings as
thev could in an interview,
Samnle

As indicated before, oursample consisted of subjects
who are presently memvers of either a fraternity or sorority

house and are presentlv living in the fraternity or sorority
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house, It was not a random sanple in that we did not random-
lv select the navres of those who rmarticirnated from the total
conulation of these houses, we called the vresidents of
Tive fraternity houses and the presicents of five sorority
fniouses and asked them if they would reguest about ten volun-
teers rLrom their houses to remnain after dinner to nartici-
cvate in this cuestionnaire, Thev were not informed as to
the nature or subject of the cuestionnaire, but were told
the students and houses would remain anonvmous, We each
administered the questionnaire in two houses to all the stu-
dents who volunteered to varticipate., We remained with the
students while they were answering it and did not answer
any cuestions until all the ocuestionnaires were returned to us,

Wwe then classified each student as being Zrom an unver-
middle class home or a lower-middle class home on the basis
of the four criteria defined earlier in this chaoter and on
the basis of the information we obtained from the first
section of the guestionnaire, ©Out of a total of 115, 55
students were classified as upper-middle class and 50 stu-
Cents were classified as lower-mic¢cdle class., As mentioned
oreviously, 11 were unclassifiable and were omitted from the
study. Then we recorded each resvondent's answers accoraing
to the kev, which specified for each question which answer
would indicate a favorabkle attitude toward the kegroes'
efforts for achieving eguality and which answer would indi-
cate an unfavorarcle attitude, Once these were recorded and
surmed, we were able to comnute a mean score for each class

and in each area of civil rights that the questionnaire coverea
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housinc, welfare, protest movenients, riots, social relations,
eanlovment, and education., 'ie then used the technicue known
as the "t-test"., A discussion of the data and the results

of the"t-test" will be given in chapter III.
UATA ARALYSIS AND INTERPRITATION

The samnle consisted of 1C5 subjects who were dividged
into two crouvs accoriing to the criteria enumerated in
chanter two. rifty-five (55) upver-middle class subjects
and fiftv (50) lower-middle class resulted from this divi-
sion, oLixty-one (€l) cuestions were contained in the gues-
tionnaire after three items had been eliminated. These
resnonses were cGivided into seven categories: housing,
welfare, nrotest movements, riots, social relations, employ-
ment, and ecucation., Resoonses were coded for each grouo
accorcing to whether the answer was symnathetic or not.

Mo symrmathetic attitudes toward the liegroes were considered
biased, (S5ee code sheet in Asovendix) 1In order to determine
whether a greater bias existed in the lower-middle income
group as our hvnothesis stated, groum difference in general
were tested for signiiicance with the t test, ‘Each oif the
seven areas was also tested for a sicgnificant cGifference,

sach guestionnaire was given eight scores - one Ifor each cate-
gorv prlus a total score, The scores were regaraed as showing
the extent ol oias in each ol these areas and the total ex-
tent of bias in the sample. all figures were rounaed to

two places, :ean vercentiles were obktained as Lfollows:
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Upner-viddle Lower-4iddle
Overall 23 22

aousing x4 22
“elfare 24 20
xiotist

ovemnents 21 23
Riots S1 44
social

relations 21 29
wnplovment 20 21
~ducation 32 39

rach figure revresents the vnercentage of bias out of the
total possible on the scale,

student's t test was used on the raw scores to deter-
mine whether or not a sicnificant difiference exists Letween
the two vonulations, The ecuation used was the t for in-
dependent unmatched sanoles, (see Chart 1 fcor ecuation and
result figures).

The test results inuicate the hyomothzasis was not
proven, o sicgnificant dilference between the ponulation
was found or the null hvnothesis was confirmeu., oenarate
tests on tne seven areas ol concern failed to show any sic-
nificant diiference., 1in sum, no sionificant results were
ortainea from the t test, This proved that the urmrer-
mildle class i3 the same in its attitudes toward the hecroes
as the lower-middle class, That is, the null hyncthesis that
no vifference exists between porulations was confirmed, The
t test in each of the seven areas also failed to yield any

significant results,
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1o see whether any diiference might exist between
fraternities ana sororities, means of male and femnale res-
ponses were comouted, 7The average bias is M - 33 which shows
F - 31
no great diiference, The individual area bias percentages

computed from Chart 2 in the acpendices:

Male female

Housing 35 31
welfare 32 32
Protest lMove-

ments 28 30
Riots 30 45
Social
Relations 30 29
Employment 21 21
wducation 35 22

wWhile no significant difference is evident, there is some
discrepancy between male and female attitudes in the areas
of housing and riots,

while no significant results were obtained in our
study several areas seem worthy of further testing., Riots
is the most predominate because of the extreme negative
score obtained on the t test, iriale and fenale attitudes
confirm that this is an area where different attitudes exist.
some difference is noted in the fraternity and sorority
attitucde toward housing, osocial relations seen to have a
larger score on the t test thouygh not as extreme as riots,

while a prediction cannot be made about the significance
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of these indications, the data shows then to be areas ot
some Zifference in attituue ana thereoy worthv oi further
consideration,

It shoul2 ke noted that unsymnmathetic attitudes toward
civil riohts and the wsegroes co exist within the Greex svs-
ten, How significant these biacses are in cantrast to thne
ceneral »nopulation is not kXnown, iut neither elucationmr
a sunrose.ly goodn Jackaroun: has reroved vtiased attitudes
Zrom our subjects, It ics worthv of consicveration that niased
attitutes in 1/3% to 1/2 ci the areas mzasured were £ ounaz.

whv thev exist anu to what significance is also worthv of

further stuuy,
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HAXT I - rfiygures Used in stuaent's T-Test

KAw [“ean rornulation scores

Unner-midadle Lower-midcle
(x=55) (2=59)
Housing 12,63 15,00
welfare 15,41 14,90
rrotest
ioverments 16,75 13,77
<iots 23.13 zl1.94
oocial
xelations 17.22 lsa.453
stolovinent 11.21 10.5b
<iucation 17.75 17.75
souation
£t = (ml - mz)
[ + ]
: 2 No 3 (1,1 )+
28 + o - Z ( :—n' + :\T )
- 2 - 1 2
+ = 2 (x-x 2
N

t = 1,963 for 103% (t:i-2) degrees of freedom at the
level of sianificance.

Jalues of t

Cverall - .33
Housing - .24
4elrfare - 017

FProtest rove-

ments - 3@
Riots -3.29

Social Relations-1.57
cmploymnent - .C8

& jucation .001



(Y

vy

(5%

ChHaarT

Protest
J
23

272
>3

9%
N)

29
Movements

L

32

24

social Relations

Jd
31

33

L
33

20

d3ucation

21

[ 93

Y

ri,

Jd L

.32 2.
.24 .2
Total

U L

33 3

34 20
Wdelfare

U L

52 47
51 373
Riots

U L

21 21
20 21
znnloynent

2 - Eercentarce scores according to sex and Class
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DIsSCULSSION Ao INFLICATICLS COR FURIHBR RoomaxlH

In the review of the literature in Charter I, it
aprreared that incividuals f£rom the lower classes are less
sympnathetic or more oiased than those individuals from the
Uoper classes in the area of race relations,

Cur purvose was to determine whether this trend woula
hold true within the 3reek system of fraternities and
sororities, ‘Je hvnothesized that u-nrer-middle class
rraternity and sorority memvers would be more sympathetic
or less kiased than those fraternity and sorcrity members
of the lower-wiadle class,

The analysis of the data failed to confirm this hvoo-
thesis in that no significant difference was found between
the expresseda attitudes arong the menters ol both classes,
This hyr-othesis was not coniirmed, but in one of the seven
areas tested (riots), a fairly substantial reversal oi the
exnected direction was found; those from the uoper-middle
class had a more uniavoradle attitude than those from the
lower-middle class., In adlition, it was found that frater-
nity menbers were more biased than sorority members in this
same area, These results reguire further investigation for
their exnlanation., Another area worthy of consideration is
that of social relations. It was roun< that the upper-
middéle class menpers in this sample were more biased in
this area than were the lower-midcle class members to at
least some significant deyree., 1In the remaining five areas
(welfare, protest moveaents, housing, emnloyment, education)

no aonrecizble difference in attitudes was found.
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Two nossitle reasons for the failure to fina signifi-
cant differences in the attitudes of the two classes are:
first, this study Jdid not include individuals who remresented
the extreme ends of the social stratification system, out
rather was a sawncle of only a homogenous clustering of
milile-class merbers, Other studies have oiften obtained a
cornlete sawnle of the socizal structure which provides fora
more varieu rangde oiL responses, Seconaly, the sreek system
seels to determnine to some extent what the exnressed atti-
tudes of its memvers will e, An individual's attituce will
tvrically be in coniormity with the norms of the groun otf
which he is a member., Consecuently, the norms or values ot
the fraternities ana sororities may possibly act as more
important determinants of what the exnressed attitudes will
be, rather than the s vecific social class to which the in-
¢ividual belongs.

ue to the limited nature o:i our study, the signifi-
cance of the yeneral level orf prejuiice in the seven areas
tested cannot be determined, 1iIn order to determine the
aecree oI sianificance, :turther research is needea, »uch
research micht consist of comparing attitudes of the cgeneral
student nonulation to a random samocling of fraternity ana
sorority members,

This study was vrimarilv an attennt to measure the
attitudes toward the current racial situation of those who
will most likely Lecome future marticimants in the white

nower structure,
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This questionnairre is for the purpose of determining whether society is
‘eady to ecoept social changes thet ere occurring in the United States. It is
'elt that social progress is only effective if it 1s geared to what the community
.8 ready to accept, This questionnairre is being distributed among verious groups
m campus, and none of these groups will be identified. Therefore, it is most
mportant that you enswer these questions in a way which will reveal your own
‘eelings rather then how others might expect you to answer them, Please answer
1l the questions. If you are uneure, answer in a way which tends to correspond
108t clearly with your feelings.

dentifying datas
te Age
2, Bducational level
50 Major
4, that city are you from?
5. How long has your femily lived there?
6. If the ansver is leess than 15 years, whene did you live previously?

L ]
T. Vhat community activities are your parents members of'?

8. 'hat community activities do your parents participate in?

9. How many people counting adults and children are in your immediate femily? 66
10, bWhat is your father's occupation?
11, Does your mother work?

12, If yes, what is her occupation?

13, Approximately, how much income was earned last year by your parents, inclu-

ding salary, pensions, stocks and bonds, real estate, etc,

14, Educational achievements:

Highest grade completed - Father lother
Degree - Father Mother
Major - Father I'other

« Schools should be homogeneous with pupils having the same cultural and economic
tackground, Agree Disegree

' Do you feel thet llegroes in the United States have just as good a chence now
es white people to get any kind of job? Yes No

o Would you buy a house in a neighborhood in which there is a Negro family living?

' Yes No

« The renson there ere so many fetherless families is because Negroes care less
for their families then vhites do. Agree Dissgree

» Demonstrations have generally helped rather than hurt the advancement of Negro
rights. Agree Disagree

« One reason Negroes are rioting is beceuse the ghetto store ovners are over-

charging them, Agree Disegree

The problems of Negroes should be left to states rather than in the hands of

the federal government., Agree Disagree

.« The job which a person holds is his because of his own merits, Agree Disegree _

Many Negroes fail to complete high school because they are uninterested in improving
themselves, Agree Dissgree
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10, If open housing were practiced generally, property values would go down,
Agree Disagree

11, The Negro protest movement has been generally peaceful rather than violent,
Agree Disepree

12;-Negroes ere rioting beccuse they wamt to get something for nothing.

Agree Disagree
13, Most Negroes would rether live in the ghetto beceause thet is where there
friends live, Agree Disasrree
14, It would make no differencc to me if I took & job where I had to take orders
from a Negro. Agree Disagree
15 In general, Negroes do not try to seve their money., Agree Disagree
16, Would you be willing to date a legro? Yes No

17, Negroes have their rights, but it is best to keep them in their own districts
and schools, Agree Bisagree
18, If a Negro moves into an all-vhite neighborhood, crime end delinquency will
tend to increase, Agree Disagree
19, If Negroes ettended the same schools £s whites, both Negroes and whites would
receive @ more adenuate educetion. Agree Disagree
0. If Negroes vere given any more sdvantores than they are now, soon they would
stert making impossible demands, Agree Disagree
21, Some people feel that Negroes have been discriminsted against for over one
hundred yesrs; thercfore, they should be given specisl consideration for jobs.
Agree Disagree
2, Do you thinl current open housing legislation should be made stronger? Yes No
3, Negroes live in ghettos because they have no opportunity to live elsevhere,
' Agree Disegree
2, tould you discourege your childrcn from playing vith children of the Negro race?
Yes Eo
2, Some people feel that children sttending inner-city schools arec receiving an
inferior educetion and feel this could be solved by intepreting the schools.
Agree Disagrree
%6. Negroes vould rether drive a flashy cor than live in a decent home. Asree_  Disagree
21, Leaders who are promoting caual rights for Negroes ere often political agitators
trying to stir up conflict., Agree Diserree
2", If more jobs are given to lNegroes, this will mean teking jobs avay from whites,
Agree Disagree
2. %Would you object to trying on the same dress or suit thet a Negro had tried on?
Yes No
0, Many Negroes fail to comrlete high school beceouse the curriculum does not fit
their needs. Agree Diserree

1. Yould you object if a legro moved into your neighborhood? Yes No
2, Do you feel public housing is the besinning of socialism? Yes No
3. Negroes are asking for too much too soon. Agree Disapree

4 tiould you apree to a lav which would malke a mother inelipible for Aid to Dependent
Children after she had more than ¢ certain number of illegimitste children,

Yes No
% It is hard to get most MNegroes to stick to & job. Agrece Disegree
% Many men vho are collecting welfere are not worlinr because they cannot find

jobs. Agree Disagree
i1, Do your feel thot the Negro hes been unjustly deprived of his rights by the
vhite man? Yes Tio
#, It is lerrely the llegrocs oun feult that he is in the situation thet he is in today.
hgree Disagree
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If Negroes sttended th ceme schools es vhites, the educection of white children
would suffer becsuse the Negro children would hold tack the white children.,
Agree Disagree
Cormmunists are behind Negro protest movements., Agree Disagree
Negroes have the right to hold the same jobs as whites, Agree Disagree
Negroes ere justified in rioting becasuse their conditions have not changed through
legitimate means, Agree Disagree
If a Negro moves into an all-vhite neighborhood, a multitude of Negroes will follow,
Agree Disagree
Negroes generally do not keep up their property. Agree Disagree
I have no objection to the Negro provided that he keeps his proper place, Yes___ No
It would be a mistake to ever have Negroes for foreman and leeders over vhites,
Agree Disagree

Would you be willing to marry a Negro? Yes No
Vothers on velfare hasve more children in order to collect more money.
Agree Disagree
Do you think llegroes ere getting more economic pover than is good for the country?
Yes No
Do you generally disapprove of asctions llesroes heve tsken to obtain civil rights?
Yes No

More job-training prograoms are necessary., Agrec Disggree
Negroes riot because they have & higher innate propensity towsrd crime.

Agree Disagree
Negroes live in slums becaure of the tremendous disperity between their income end
the cost of decent housing. Agree Disapgree
ilen vho are collecting velfore ere not worlding because they would rather collect
velfare than vorl:, Agree Disagree
Neighborhoods should be homosreneous vith residents heving the same culturel and
economic background. Agree Disagree
“hen someone is given a license to run a place of entertainment he should heve the
right to keep wh-ever he vants from using his place. Agree Disagree
The present sociel system is inherently unjust to the Negro. Agree Disegree
So ‘e people feel thet children attending an inner-city school are receiving an
inferior educntion and feel this could be solved through compensatory measures without
necessarily integrating the schools, Agree Disagree
Do you feel the vhite men is neglecting to do his duty by not doing more to improve
the lot of the Negro? Yes No
It bothers me to heer the llegro "run-down" in conversetions among the vhites.

Yes Mo

If Negroes live in the srme rceidentinl arers as vhites, intermarriage will tend to
increese, Agree Disagree

Slunm property is unkept due to the neglect of the lendlords, Agree Disagree
Negroes cannot maintain 2 job because they are undependeble., Agree Disegree _
Riots have genera ly helped rether than hurt the cause of llegro rights,

Agree Disarree

Thank-you for your cooperetion!
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