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ABSTRACT
FAMILISM, AND THE URBANIZATION
OF RURAL VILLAGERS IN THE SOUTHWESTERN REGION
OF SAUDI ARABIA
By

Abdulrahman Asseri

The people of Saudi Arabia are going through many changes. As this society
passes from a rather provincial, traditionally oriented form of social organization to a
more sophisticated, cosmopolitan urban style, familism values and familial behaviors are
being modified. With the installation of developmental programs in the kingdom since
1970, many rural areas have adopted urban patterns and practices, discarding the more
traditional behaviors which strongly reinforced familism as a way of life.

My study attempts to explore these patterns of change in familial behaviors among
the people of Alain, a small remote rural village in the mountains of southwestern Saudi
Arabia. Fifty-one households in Alain were initially surveyed for the purpose of
determining the basic socioeconomic characterization of the village and its families. All
adults 45 years or older and 15 to 25 years of age were interviewed additionally to
explore the generational differences in familistic attitudes. A total of 118 respondents
were included. For comparative purposes, fifty-six twelfth grade students (males and

females) were also surveyed. Seven in-depth case studies were constructed. Several
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Abdulrahman Asseri
informant interviews with older residents helped to establish the village history. In effect,
qualitative and quantitative approaches were used to compare the past and present social
organization of Alain and the changing values of its people.

Three general hypotheses guided my analysis: 1) the older generation is more
familistic than the younger generation; 2) females are more familistic than males; and 3)
the uneducated are more familistic than the educated.

Findings show that there are some differences in the degree of familism among
the two generations. The younger generation appears less familistic than the older
generation. The erosion of familism, however, is more obvious with respect to the larger
kin group than the immediate family; concern for the immediate family appears less
affected. The younger generation shows less interest in adhering to familial norms relative
to the larger kin group.

No gender variations were found. A significant variation was observed between
educated and noneducated young people; the educated are less familistic than the
noneducated.

Several socioeconomic factors probably caused such familial changes among the
people of Alain such as the increase of wealth and education; availability of modem
technology; availability of cheap foreign labor; increase in land prices which causes land
quarrels and increased religious awareness through the study of Islam creates restrictions

for the people who, in the past, were practicing many traditional familistic behaviors that

conflicted with Islam.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Rural villages in Saudi Arabia are experiencing profound changes in both
gical organization and cultural norms. Rural people are absorbing urban values and
ting urban behavioral patterns. Familism, which once dominated rural Saudi Arabia’s
1, political, and economic institutions, has begun to erode, I believe, from the
ures of urbanization and individualism.

This study is an attempt to explore if, and the extent to which, the people in one
area, the village of Alain in the southwestern region of Saudi Arabia, have become
individualistic and less familistic in their attitudes and behaviors. In particular, I

e into account generational differences among the old and the young in terms of
al behavior patterns and attitudes.

I assume that the people of Alain have a strong familial system. This system has
reserved for a long period of time due to the relative isolation of the village.
s location, between two huge valleys and three high mountains, had helped to

this isolation. The isolation was due to the lack of a road, a school, health

s, sophisticated means of communication, and the great distance from cities. A

f social autonomy in Alain was evident. Accordingly the people of Alain had
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blished a very strong familial system not only to govern their behaviors but also to
ilitate their survival.

As a tribal and rural society, the social organization characteristic of the
thwestern region of Saudi Arabia has been traditionally familial. In 1970, when the
t Developmental Program began in Saudi Arabia, the southwestern region, as in other

of the kingdom, began experiencing some changes in both economic and
ological aspects as well as in familial norms.
People began migrating from their home communities to the cities . With new
Is, better mass communication, and more modern forms of transportation, the relative
aition of rural areas was no longer a major obstacle to the processes of development.
1l people became more involved in the activities of modern society as many began
<ing off-farm jobs. Education became readily available to everyone. The State began
xert a strong influence on the lives of village people. Police departments and
rnmental agencies reached into even the most remote areas.
Rural people gradually began adopting new patterns of urban life. They are more
now to go to the police instead of to the clan chief (shikh) when dealing with
e conflicts. They often travel thousand§ of miles to seek jobs, leaving their families
in behind in the village. Young people aspire to obtaining an education and a
ing occupation, rather than marrying at an early age. People in the villages also are
likely to hire someone to do a job for them instead of asking kinfolk or neighbors
sistance. Many individualistic behaviors now appear in rural community life, not

southwestern Saudi Arabia, but in rural and tribal areas throughout the kingdom.
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This study aims to explore some of the changes that have occurred in the familial
ystem in rural areas and the determinants that may be associated with these changes.
Three general questions are addressed:
1. ‘What is the meaning of familism in the village and what are the patterns
d norms of mutual aid and reciprocity are currently practiced by rural people in the
outhwestern region in relation to their families and extended family networks?
2 Are there any generational changes in degrees of intensity of family and
in obligations?
3 What social and economic determinants are associated with individual
otivations and the degree of commitment to familial norms and with generational

fferences?

1portance of the Study
10mas and Lyneis (1978) wrote:
During the latter part of the 19th century, a preservationist movement
began emerging in the United States. This included architects,
archaeologists, anthropologists, theologians, history buffs, sociologists, and
others who saw something valuable (which they termed "heritage")
slipping away in the face of the onslaught of the modern world.
is statement and similar writings by other authors alerted me to a similar problem in
1di Arabia. Modernization and development had reached every corner of Saudi society;
influx of urbanization has caused profound social changes. 5

The familial system, once the dominant form of social organization that controlled

| regulated the behavior and activities of rural people, seems to have declined in
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>ffectiveness as a result of urbanization. People seem to want to free themselves from

heir family obligations. They are inclined toward an attitude of individualism. This
henomenon is especially relevant to the future of Saudi Arabian society and should be
oroughly documented. In fact, we are witnessing a change from a familial, tribal society
a modern, urban society.
Thus, I was eager to talk with people in the village (Alain) who are aware of the
a’s history and who have observed both the traditional customs and the newer
chaviors. Such documentation would be very important for any future researcher or
vestigator interested in studying Saudi Arabia’s rural social structure in general and
milial norms in particular. According to Heller (1976):
In spite of general speculation concerning the changing function of the
family and the purported decline in importance of familism in favor of
individualism, there has been little empirical research directed toward
determining the extent to which familism is subscribed by various
segments of the public. Little is actually known about the relationship
between urbanism and familism (p. 73).
Heller’s argument is especially critical in the case of Saudi Arabia since very little
d been written about the subject in a direct, scientific way.

It is hoped that this study will make some fundamental and basic contributions

the topic.

nilism

The concept of familism, in general, refers to a set of rights and obligations
aining to members of a given kin network. According to Heller (1976), there are

¢ interrelated conceptual levels of familism: 1) familism as a social organization; 2)
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ilism as behavior; and 3) kin member attitudes concerning obligations toward other
ily members

Sorokin (1930), on the other hand, argued that familism was "the term used to

ignate the types of social organization in which all the social relationships and

titutions are permeated by and stamped with the characteristics of the family" (p. 41).
believed there were eight characteristics that distinguished familism in rural areas:

1. "The attitudes of rural youth and their desire to marry at an early age.

ch an inclination embodied their weaker inclination to remain single, and thus be freer

m the family organization than the urban population.

2. Paying taxes was the collective responsibility of the family as well as
ing fines for deeds and crimes committed by members.

3. The social status of the person was first of all determined by the status of
family into which he or she was born.

4. The morals, laws, and mores of such a society strongly guarded the
ility of the family through their provisions for the inviolability of the marriage vow
the stability of the bonds between parents and children.

5. The relationship between ruler and subjects was paternalistic or patriarchal.

6. In a rural family the solidarity of its members was organic and spontaneous
r than contractual. Sorokin deemed that such characteristics occurred naturally as
ult of close co-living, co-working, co-acting, co-feeling, and co-believing.

7. The economic organization of a familistic society was also stamped with

aits of the rural family.
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8. Any aspects of rural society, whether mores, beliefs, or arts, quite clearly

emonstrated familistic traits" (Sorokin 1930:47).
Sorokin argued "that humans could not exist as isolated atoms. Humans associate

ith other people to overcome their own loneliness and for biological, social, and moral

ell-being. In a familial society, the family is the institution that serves all of the
Leceding purposes. This is opposite from an urbanized society where other associations
’ust perform these functions at least to some extent" (Sorokin 1930:48).

He also believed that

When a person is freed from family ties, he or she appears to find
him/herself in a kind of social emptiness, facing lonesomeness and
unbearable isolation. Thus, it appears that unless one understands
familism, one cannot grasp the soul and essence of the Gestalt of rural

society (p. 48).

1lp (1925) provided an extensive explanation of familism. For him:

Familistic arrangements and practices are the core of the village
community. All purposes, all proposals, all conduct, all gains, all
standards and ideals are referred to family norms and evaluated by
comparing the fortunes of familistic groupings, economics, and religion.
"Whatever is conducive to the welfare of the members of this familistic
group, to the performance of their special function, maintenance, or
worship, is considered good while everything else is bad" (p. 187).

For Kulp (1925) familism is a "form of social organization in which all values are
>rmined by reference to the maintenance, continuity, and functions of the family
1ps" (p. 188). He said that this kind of social organization was distinguished from any
r in the world (i.e., capitalism or socialism).

Familism is "exclusiveness" centered around a familial relationship, a

division of the social environment into "we" (certain specific kin members)

and "they" (non-kin members). Familism can be viewed as a set of role
expectations, role behaviors, and/or perceptions (Ibid., p. 423).




Burgess and Lock (1945) developed an ideal typical definition of familism,
-guing that an ideal construction of familism must include the following characteristics:

"1. The feeling of all members that they belong to the family group and that all

her persons are outsiders.

2. Complete integration of individual activities for the achievement of family

yjectives.

3. The assumption that land, money, and other material goods are family property

volving the obligation to support the individual members and give them assistance when

2y are in need.

4. Willingness of all other members to really support the other members.
5. Concemn for the perpetuation of the family as evidenced by helping an adult

1d in beginning and continuing an economic activity in line with family expectation

1 in setting up a new household" (pp. 35-36).

Heller (1976) reviewed various definitions of familism. In particular, he noted the

owing:

By familism is meant spending time, money, and energy on family life;
marriage at young ages, a short childless time-span after marriage, large
families, and other such characteristics are indications of familism (Bell,

1956, p. 276).

By familism is meant the ascendance of family interests over the interests
of individual members as expressed in the maintenance of family tradition,
property, social contacts, and occupational pursuits (Wilkening, 1954, p.

33).

Familism . . . is . . . a social system in which behavior, and values are
dominated by family, rather than individual, interests (Cleland, 1955, p.
249).
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Familism . . . is the subordination of individual interests to those of the
family group (Rohwer, 1950, p. 826).

ller argued that in spite of the different wordings, the definitions were very similar.
wever, familism cannot be practiced without norms to regulate and organize its
avior and atttudes. According to Loomis and Beegle (1950), norms are the rules
ich govern the application of means in order to accomplish the social system’s ends
objectives. In sports they are the rules of the game plus such general standards as
se associated with "fair play" or "sportsmanship.” In some systems they are specified
"ethical principles.” All social action is related to such norms as folkways, mores, and
s (p. 786).
. . . [Tlhe rural social system determines the status of its members by
assigning the role and responsibility of each one. For example, rural
people have various types of norms. They recognize and/or delegate
authority, grant rights, mete out punishment, and give rewards according
to the traditional norms (p. 820).
Familistic norms are expressed by patterns of reciprocity, are obligatory, and
lve the "give and take" principle. The best known essay on the matter of reciprocity
written by Macel Mauss (1954). He first raised the concept of reciprocity to a
ral location in anthropological discussion. He focused on different types of transfer
gifts) and examined the importance of reciprocity in primitive and peasant societies.
ss’ analysis pointed to the simple rules of the obligation to give and the obligation
ceive in familistic norms.
comprehensive analysis, Mauss (1954) noted:
In the systems of the past, we do not find simple exchange of goods,

wealth and produce through markets established among individuals for it
is groups, and not individuals, which carry on exchange, make contracts,
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and are bound by obligations; the persons represented in the contracts are

moral persons--clans, tribes, and families; the groups, or the chiefs, as

intermediaries for the groups, confront and oppose each other. Further,

what othey exchange is not exclusively goods and wealth, real and

personal property, and things of economic value. They exchange rather

courtesies, entertainments, rituals, military assistance, women, children,
dances, and fests; and fairs in which the market is but one element and the
circulation of wealth but one part of a wide and enduring contract.

Finally, although the prestations and counter-prestations take place under

a voluntary guise they are in essence strictly obligatory, and their sanction

is private or open warfare. We propose to call this the system of total

prestations (p. 3).

Malinowski (1926) focused on reciprocity as the key to the economic life of
ple studied. By elevating the concept of reciprocity to a central position in the
lysis of social organization, the principle of "give and take" pervaded all tribal life
| became the basis of its social structure. Moreover, reciprocity and other distributional
des of transaction between kinsmen conformed to an obligation to give and an
igation to receive, but more importantly an obligation to return. In this research, the
on of obligation is the departure point for the theoretical argument.

I believe that all social exchange patterns that take place in the case of rural Saudi
bia are bound by some kind of obligation. Each member of a village conforms to
| norms of obligation as part of the familial social organization that is a foundation
he rural society in Saudi Arabia as well as in similar societies around the world.

In Saudi Arabia, "familism" is a term that one can use to describe: the feelings of
I cohesiveness and the mutual exchange of care, concern, respect and support among
nmediate family members and the larger extended kin networks.

Such care, concern, support and respect is reflected in patriarchal obedience to and

ssumption of individual responsibility for the well-being of all family members. The
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mily’s needs dominate all individual designs, behaviors and actions. Such obedience
d responsibility are strongly supported by religious beliefs (Islam).

Family dependency and obedience are based on the subordination of children to
ir parents, wives to their husbands, youngest to the oldest, women to men. Parents,
n, and husbands must assume ultimate responsibility for providing social care, financial
p, and to protect their subordinates.

Each family unit, however, is considered a part of a larger extended kinship group
l is obligated to conform to kin norms. These norms emphasize kin unity for in the
sh environment, at least in the past if not now, kin unity is essential for social and

nomic security and consequently, takes precedence over almost all other concerns.

rilism and Urbanization
"Theories and research concerning familism have an interesting history in both
erican and European sociologies. The study of rural vs. urban living patterns was of

ial interest to sociologists and anthropologists during the 1930s and 40s" (Heller 1972

"Urbanization has created profound changes in the role of the family as a social
nization, particularly where the modern city was seen standing in stark contrast to
society" (Heller, 1972, p.6)

Wirth (1938) attributed the decline in family social significance to the loss of its
dons to specialized city, state, and even national agencies such as health

tenance,, welfare, education, recreation, and social advancement (p. 21).
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Redfield (1947) saw the folk society in contrast to the modemn city. He felt that
the way vast and complicated urbanites and even the urbanized country dweller live today
is enormously different from the small, inward facing folk society member with its well
integrated and little changing moral and religious conceptions (p.306)

Wirth and Redfield considered urban life as nonfamilistic, nontraditional,

secularistic, fr: and swiftly changing. Until the 1950s, sociologists, particularly

n America, perceived the increasing industrialization with its concomitant urbanization
s leading to a weakening of the family as an institution, with familism giving way to
ndividualism. By the 1950s, some kind of theory and research emerged within family
ociology (Heller 1970:6).
Schwarzweller et al. (1970) studied Appalachian families and the social change
at occurred in that remote rural area. They found that:
Appalachian families are in some respects different from the kind of
families one finds in urban America. Where life in Appalachia especially
during earlier frontier times, made it necessary for kin group members to
look to each other for many things and to count on each other in many
crises (p. 94).
ey also felt that as rural Appalachia moved into the mainstream of the modern world,
palachian families would undoubtedly "play an increasing role in facilitating or
dering the processes of change" (p. 89).
Bell (1957) studied familism and suburbanization.

e study took place in suburbs in the Chicago area. Data were collected from 100

ent arrivals to that area. The study assumed that "familism upward vertical mobility
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nd consumership are among social choice patterns that may be linked to the recent
1burban moves in American society." where

an increasing segment of population of the United States seems to be

choosing familism as an important element in their lifestyle. Suburban

moves express an attempt to find a more suitable location than the central

city in which to conduct family life (p. 276).

Bell found the data supported the hypothesis that new suburbanites were largely
ersons who have chosen familism as an important element in their lifestyle and in
dition suggested a relationship between the desire for community participation or sense
belonging and/or the move to the suburbs” (p. 282).

Cleland (1953) studied* familism in rural Saskatchewan. He suggested the goal
the study was to detect possible changes in the familistic pattern which had been
sumed to be more characteristic of pioneer days. He addressed certain questions to
out 160 Saskatchewan farm families. The conclusion he reached was that

Grain farm families are the stronghold of traditional family characteristics

as regards family integration and the division of labor among family

members. In these aspects the livestock and mixed-farm families may

have changed most. In their degree of integration, families living in the

areas of moderate population have declined more than families in other

areas (pp. 249-250).

In Tunisia, Camilleri (1967) studied modernity and the family. The objective of
study was to clarify the temptations and effects of modemity on the Tunisian domestic
up. The research was based on six surveys carried out in Tunisia between 1960 and
6, using interviews and questionnaires on samples of young people.

After describing the traditional Tunisian family as socially central, Camilleri found

modernity had become a very real temptation because of the profound restructuring
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Tunisian society recently accomplished by the latter in opposition to the colonizers
o in other respects provided the model (p. 591).

Therefore, the attitude of young people within their own parental families

tended to change. Since young people became more personalized and as

the possibility of leaving their groups rather than inserting themselves

more deeply in it (p. 593).

Arensberg and Kimball (1940) in their study of Irish rural life, found that:

the sociological conditions of Irish rural life are those determined in a

system of relationship among persons based upon the form of family,

family subsistence, and familistic custom (309).

Sussman (1954) attempted to establish the importance of selective factors affecting
tionships between families at two generational levels (family continuity). The study
ple was drawn from ninety-seven families of New Haven, Connecticut and suburbs
 were middle-class, white Protestants whose children had married and left home. The
y employed a family continuity scale. It found that "family continuity between
rational levels was greater when a child married a mate of similar cultural
ground and met parental expectations by having a traditional courtship” (p.21).

In the Philippines, Sinner (1976) studied modemnization and family extension. The
attempted to investigate the relationships between modernization and the level and
f membership extension beyond the nuclear care in Filipino families. Data was
from "the 1970 Philippine Census of Population. The analytical units were sixty-
olitically defined Philippine provinces” (p. 161). The study found that "the higher

el of provincial modernization, the higher the average number of non-nuclear

ld members” (p. 161).
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Zimmermann et al. (1935), in their study of Ozark families, described seventeen
criteria characterizing the family in that society. They found that Ozark families in
contrast with urban or semi-urban families experience an almost complete absense of
divorce. The tolerance of family problems by the community and the willingness of
family members to remain with the family in spite of difficult conditions, in order to keep
he family intact, was sufficient evidence of a more stable union (p. 280).

Aldous (1976) in a study of grandparents, parents, and married children over three
eneration lineages hypothesized that frequency of visiting was directly related to the
xtent kin contacts contributed to the well-being of the nuclear family. The corollary
ypothesis stated that interaction with kin outside the nuclear family would be inversely
clated to the extent kin contacts were seen as threatening. The hypotheses were
upported with respect to female respondents. Women respondents had more contacts
ith female relations when help was given in domestic role performance (pp. 22-23).
artin’s (1967) study of four Adelaide samples found that intensity and nature of kin
ntacts were affected by residential propinquity of kin, state in the family life cycle,
mber of children within the family, social participation of husbands and wives, and

nily class status (p. 24).

ilism in Saudi Society
Lipsky (1959) stated that in Saudi Arabia, "descent is traced through the paternal
and family structure reflects the importance of this principle in kin group or lineages

h are organized around related males" (pp. 83-84).
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ole (1975) describes the familial system in rural Saudi Arabia as:

An extension of the kin system which includes a large number of people

in close relationships. All members of one generation are addressed as

brother or sister, all members of one’s mother’s or father’s generation and

above are addressed as mother or father, and all members of one’s

children’s generation or below are addressed as son or daughter.

The terms for grandfather and grandmother also include all ancestors, no

matter how far removed. The term for father’s brothers (and consequently

father’s brother’s son/daughter) is commonly extended to refer not only to

one’s actual father’s brother, but to any distant relative of generations ago.

However, we should observe that family structure and familial norms in Saudi
ciety derive legitimacy from the religion of Islam. Al-Juwayer (1984) indicated that “in
udi Arabia the family and religion are part of one institution. Much of the social
onomic, and political life is still organized in terms of the family or tribe" (p. 64).
cordingly, for a better understanding of the family structure and familial norms in
di society, we must take into account Islamic ideals and practices, which ultimately
1 to an awareness of many of the familial behaviors and attitudes characteristic of
ple in rural as well as in urban Saudi Arabia.

Patia (1976) wrote that family bonds are so strong in Islamic culture that all
bers suffer a loss of face after the dishonorable act by any person in the family. He
1 that in Islamic and Arabic family cultures, the most significant dishonor that pains
n is when his sister, daughter or niece is involved in sexual misconduct.
wayer (1984) described family rights and obligations in Islam; he thinks that:

it was traditional in Islam for young people to be married with their

parents’ permission. Divorce is considered only as a final option, and the
woman’s role as mother is accorded very high status in Islam.



16

In terms of rights and obligations, regulating men and women in Saudi

Arabia and other Moslem societies, the Q’uran states that "men will

maintain the family" (p. 64). Men are the maintainers of women because

Allah made some of them (men) exceed others and by reason of what they

spend of their wealth.

Accordingly, we find that in an Islamic culture, the Muslim wife is

responsible for the care of the home and for the welfare of the family.

She is also expected to obey the judgment of her husband, due to this

divinely dictated status as the person responsible for running the family (p.

46).

Polygamy is an accepted practice in Islamic cultures. While monogamy

is the norm in Islam, men are permitted to have more than one wife if the

man concerned is able to fulfill all of his obligations to each wife (Ibid.,

p. 48).
lims tend to have many children, not only to help them in their daily business, but
use Islamic teachings direct Muslims to have many children in order to increase the
lim population. Because of this, Muslim men prefer to have more than one wife and
y children.

Under Islamic law, a Muslim woman remains under the control and care of her
ts. On attainment of puberty, she theoretically obtains all the rights and privileges
' belong to her as an independent human being. For example, women in Islam are
d to share in the inheritance from their parents, along with their brothers. It must
ed, however, that even though a woman has the right to inheritance, familial
es usually ignore her right of inheritance and substitute something else to keep the
inheritance intact such as in the case of family lands. A woman usually does not

her land portion and her brothers do not expect her to ask. If a woman does

her share of inheritance, no one can reject her request according to Islamic law.
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Obedi to parents is considered the most important value for a Muslim family.

ording to the Q’uran, God ties acceptable worship to obedience to parents. No one
y disobey his/her parents. Muslim children are responsible for the care of their parents
imes of illness. Moreover, in Islam all Muslims are considered as one united family.
y attack upon one of them is considered an attack on the entire family. Such a
wpoint encourages Muslim people to look after their neighbors and friends as well as
family. All Muslim neighborhoods are very respectable in Islam. The prophet
hammad stated that no one may become fully Muslim if he/she disturbs or does wrong
lis/her neighbor. Moreover, according to Islamic law, a certain amount of money and
ps usually are collected by the sheikh or the state workers to be distributed to the poor,
only in the rural villages, but in the urban centers as well. This kind of institutional
peration and assistance is called "zakah."

Al-Otaiby (1988) pointed to another type of instituted cooperation and assistance,
sticed by people in the southwest part of Saudi Arabia. He found that in the village
‘amnah the sheikh, chose between three and twelve men from different kinship groups,
»d Asharh. Their job is to assess every household’s crop after it is thrashed; 1/12 of
whole crop is taken. This is called "ushur.” Then after all the portions are gathered
brought to the village store, it is divided into four parts: (1) 70% distributed among
illage poor according to family size and need; (2) 20% to the workers who collected
ushur"; (3) 5% is the share of the village sheikh; (4) the remaining 5% is usually
to the head of the mother tribe (pp. 196-107).

He also observed that when two (not necessarily l_cin) families were short
of labor tools and/or animals, they agreed to work interchangeably on each
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other’s lands during the entire growing season and at its end, divided the
crops.

In times of housing construction, and especially after the walls were built,
the owner called on his kin (usually male villagers) to assist him in doing
the roof. It was common for the villagers to help bring in and cut the
large timbers used as house poles and/or roof supports. It was also
common for village workers to be reciprocated in the provision of a meal
after the job was complete (which usually took one-half to a full day of
work) (Ibid., p. ).

nclusion

The conclusions I draw from these great bodies of literature are:

Despite the different studies of familism in different parts of the world, not much
 been written about familism in Saudi Arabia. Familism in Saudi Arabia should be
wed as a special, but not unique, case where family relations are heavily dependent on
gion.

People in Saudi Arabia are members of a devoutly religious society. Any
iologist or anthropologist wishing to study familism or analyze any aspect of Saudi
iety must first understand Islamic teachings. Muslim lifestyle is based on Islamic
*hings as are most familial norms.

However, there are some exceptions to this system--some traditional familial
ns are different from Islam, but Saudi Arabians are now trying to diminish these

srences as they become more educated and more knowledgeable of Islamic teachings.




CHAPTER II

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND OF ALAIN

Alain is a small village composed of about 58 houses, seven of them unoccupied.
is located in the southwest region of Saudi Arabia, about 95 km northwest of the city
Abha, the capital of the southwest region and about 15 km northwest of the city of
uhyial (see map no 1).

According to informants, the village of Alain got its name from the streams of
ter in the mountains of Meran which mark the village’s boundary on the eastern side.
Arabic, "alain" has two meanings. The first is "eye" and the second is "the small
cam that emerges from the mountains."

The people of Alain believe that not long ago, their village was called "Al
ahabah" for the first place that used to be the original residential area before they
ved to the new area "Alain" (see Figure 1). However, recently the name of Alain
ame the more common designation among all the villagers and surrounding areas. In
e official documents it is called "Ain Al Dreab" in order to distinguish it from other

s that are locally referred to as "Alain."
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Alain existed about 500 to 600 years ago. First it was located on the peak of the
rountain called "Al Gahabah."about two miles away from its current location.

At first, the people were mostly Bedouins who were pastoralists. They were at
ar with people around them. Therefore they chose to settle at the top of the mountain
get a good strategic position to observe possible threats. When the wars ended, they

cided to leave the old village and establish farms down in the valley. That was about

years ago, when the whole village was moved to its present location in the valley,
t no one can provide an exact explanation as to why and how people actually moved
the valley. Some say that the move was because of a lack of farm land at the mountain
> and the availability of fertile lands down in the valley. Other informants attribute this
yvement to the valley to a smallpox epidemic about 150 to 200 years ago. Survivors left
- mountain site to escape to a fresh environment.

e Settlements

Generally Alain is small and a relatively remote village, bounded by three large
untains which play a major role in isolating the village from external influences. The
unt of Meran is at the eastern edge. The mount of Behlah is at the western edge.

the mount of Altawilh is at the southern perimeter. On the northern side is a deep
ey called Al Rish (see map attached). The five settlements that compose Alain are
tered between those mountains. A settlement is a group of households concentrated
certain place a little bit away from the other group of households. Each household

its own name to distinguish it within the village.
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L Ruins of Old Village
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The first settlement is called "Al Hatar" which is considered the oldest residential
wea in the village. It is located on the east side of a small hill that carries the same name
is the settlement, Al Hatar. This small hill divides the village into two parts: the east
nd the west. The people living on this hill can view the whole village, and perhaps that
as the reason the early residents settled in this particular place (see map attached). The

econd settlement is Baeer which is considered a relatively new residential area

stablished by wealthy residents who migrated away years ago. Baeer is located on the
est side of Al Hatar.

Domna is the third settlement established about 40 to 50 years ago by black
ople after they got their freedom and left their masters’ homes. Domna is about two
iles northwest of the main village. The fourth settlement in Alain is Pattalh which is
cated under the mount of Maran. Alsahar is the fifth settlement located on the west
le of the village near the mount of Behlah. It is considered an extension of the Baeer
tlement; only a few farms divide the two settlements (all these settlements will be

cussed in Chapter Four).

Alain, as is true of many villages in the kingdom, was effectively isolated from

an influences for many years until the highway from Jeddah to Muhyial to Abha was

. This highway connects the village to other villages in the area and exposes it to
ide influences, facilitating more involvement with the region.Also a small country

was built two years ago to connect the village to the main highway. However, this
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all country road is only serviceable during the dry season. During the rainy season,
in is completely isolated from the outside for one or two days due to the deep valley
Jozan which divides the village from the highway. No bridge spans this valley. No
halt road connects the village’s five settlements with each other. Only dirt roads are

ilable and those roads become undrivable during the rainy season (see Figures 3 and

Earlier, the people of Alain suffered from a variety of diseases which were
mon in the area, such as smallpox and malaria. Many residents died due to the lack
edicine or medical centers in or near the village. Even now there is still no medical
er in the village, and therefore the people have to go to Targish five miles away or

uhyial ten miles away if they require medical treétment. Some of the poor who do
have cars or close relatives or friends are occasionally unable to go for treatment no
er how critical their condition.

Until now there is no public electricity in Alain, although most of the villages in
rea have electrical service from the government. But the people of Alain still depend
eir own small generators.

Fifteen years ago there was no school in the village. Village children had to walk
1001 five miles away in the village of Targish. Now a school has opened in Alain,
ifortunately, it is still in brick houses which are not really suitable to be used as a
.. Education for girls was not available in Alain. People did not wish to educate
laughters until they finally found themselves behind. Other villagers around had

y enrolled their girls in schools nearby. As a result, the people of Alain were split







ure 2.

26

Asphalt road which connects the village with other areas.
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n the issue with some people in favor of educating girls and others opposed. The more
beral individuals sent their girls to Targish about eight years ago to learn, while some
nservatives still believe that education for girls is "senseless.” However, the liberal
oup has gained in the battle and a school for girls opened in Alain about four or five
ars ago. However, like the boys’ school, it is still being held in a rented villa
iginally designed as a home, not as a school.

Alain is not atypical of remote rural villages in the southwestern region.

ibal Origins
The people of the Alain are called the Al Dreeb tribe. They originally came from
> Onazzah tribe to the east of the Arab peninsula about 500 to 600 years ago
cording to the elderly informants of the village). A long time ago, Dreeb, the
dsectors of Al Dreeb, came with his people to the area. They were a hungry people
landless. They were Bedouin travellers when they arrived in this land now called
in. They attacked its people and stole their crops. The resident people went to their
ikh to complain about the strangers who attacked them and ate their produce. He
to meet their head person who was Dreeb.  Dreeb met him and he asked him to
them land to settle. The sheikh of Al Raeesh, the people who occupied the land
ch Al Dreeb attacked, asked one of his fellows to trick them by taking them all the
down to the border of Tahamah. However, Dreeb and his people were not aware of
area, and they followed the guide until they discovered that he was trying to trick

by taking them away from their lands to another tribal land in order to get rid of
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igure 4. A face of the village--a man in village formal dress
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them. Dreeb and his people decided to stop and not go any further. They killed the

guide and sent his body with his horse back to his people as a message to the sheikh of
Al Raeesh which said that "where the head of your fellow is heading, the border
between us was made.” Then Dreeb and his people settled in the area. They first settled
on the top of the mountain on a hill called Al Gahabh which is considered a very
strategic and safe location. In the beginning, none of the people surrounding them wanted
them, and they were involved in wars with the neighboring tribes. Finally all people
around accepted them as owners of the area they had conquered. When the people in the
surrounding areas accepted them, they felt safe, and they spread all over the high land
they had conquered.

Then the Dreeb divided the occupied land between his three brothers and their
fellows. There were three brothers under the government of the oldest one, Dreeb. One
of the other brothers,was call Homedhy had to chose to settle in Bargh, 20 mails from
Alain. The other one, called Gohini, chose to live in Bagrah 15 miles from Alain.
While the third brother Dreeb stayed in the same area Alain. The fellows of Dreeb were

omposed of six lineages: Al Haiza, Al Hasaan, Al Audah, Al Guallah, Al Mafragah,
d Al Imnames.
The Al Hasaan is considered the largest group. Al Haiza is the second largest
oup, and Al Guallah the third and Al-Imnames - Al MafraGah respectively. Now the
otal of all those groups who represent the residents of Alain is totally one hundred males
d eighty three females involving all ages.

People of Alain now are distributed in the village as follows:
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Al Hassan is distrbuted in the settlements of Al Hatar, Baeer, and Domna. Al
aiza lives on Baeer, while Al Gauallah lives on Pattalh. Al Imnames lives in Alsahar.
| Auadh is distributed on Al Hatar, Al Sahar, and Bacer. The last league is Al

[afraga who live in different houses distributed in the village.

oncluding Note

Alain has undergone tremendous changes in the last two centuries. The first
llage moved from its original location to its present one in the valley; the population
>came more adaptive to the stable life of farming rather than a pastoral, more nomadic
festyle.

In the last twenty years, the change became more obvious with the initial
>velopment plan. The village is no longer isolated; there are now paved roads, new
hools and differentiated settlements. Communications with the outside, rapidly
banizing world has created profound changes in the people of Alain. These changes in
rms and patterns of interaction of the villagers will be discussed in the following

ﬁpters.
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CHAPTER III

METHODOLOGY

ypotheses and Theoretical Argument

Familism is a significant factor among the rural population living in the southwest
gion of Saudi Arabia. All social relationships are tied to family considerations. The
mily is the fundamental and essential repository of every individual’s personal identity.
nis familial system is evident in many ways. However, familism in its extended and
iclear states has been exposed to some patterns of change associated with urbanization,
odernization, and development recently taking place in Saudi Arabia.

I believe that a change in the familial system occurred gradually, starting with the
rger kinship grouping, then progressing to the parental family. Extended family
ations are especially vulnerable to urbanization. Individual loyalty to kin and clan
ds to lessen as individualism, which seems a necessary precondition to urbanization,
Freases.

As I see it, Saudi society is now at an early stage in the weakening of its familial

tem and is poised to enter a new era of family relations. Modernization and
ternization seem to be encouraging individualistic behavior. The younger generation
specially vulnerable to the intrusion of western values and urban norms. Therefore,

othesize that:
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H1: There are generational differénccs in attitudes and behavior toward the
centrality of the family and kin. If so, this would suggest that a general
erosion of familial and kin norms is occurring.

owever, my initial observations indicate that a general erosion of familial behavior, if
deed it is occurring, differs in degree and qualitative character by gender.

Gender differentiation, for example, is likely in terms of family loyalty and

elings of familial obligations. My argument here takes into account that women in Arab
ieties are less exposed to the outside world and to the forces of modernization; this is
icularly so in rural areas where men have had more opportunities to broaden their
ial and cultural experiences. It may be that this assumption is less valid in the case

" urban women in Saudi cities. But even in urban centers, women have fewer
portunities to participate in non-familial activities. In light of this argument, there are
any obstacles that still force women to stick to the traditional familistic system. It is

wsible to hypothesize that:

H2: Females tend to be more familistic and loyal toward familial norms than
are males.

My third line of reasoning is that the increase of an individual’s educational
ievement results in a decrease in loyalty and adherence to familistic norms.

Educated people usually look to familial obligations as hindrances which prevent
n from achieving individual goals. Young rural people are now taught by urban
hers who have been trained in urban schools and who represent urban ideologies.
1 textbooks and teachers, students learn that individual achievements and individual

lopment are valued very highly and worthy of societal recognition; the importance
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pf adherence to family norms tends to be de-emphasized. In time, feelings of familial
pbligations are weakened. Such arguments suggest that:

H3  The higher educational achievement, the weaker the
adherence to familial norms. .

Research Procedures
For exploring the research hypotheses and questions, a survey procedure was used.

n appropriate questionnaire was designed to gather the necessary information. However,
order to broaden my understanding of the processes of change and the societal
eanings associated with them, I systematically interviewed "in-depth" a number of
lected subjects. These "case studies," which focused especially upon historical trends
d personal experiences, enabled me to assess the socioeconomic changes that have
curred in the lives of village people and that have ultimately affected their familial

ations as well as their way of life.

Village population survey. The total population of Alain was sorted into four
ups, according to gender and age: (a) male residents 45 years and older; (b) female
dents 45 years and older; (c) males between the ages of 15 and 25 years; and (d)
ales between the ages of 15 and 25 years. For my purposes, the decision was made
mit from the survey middle-aged people 26 to 45 years and children under 15 years.

The youth groups (those 15 to 25 years old) were born at the beginning of a
d when societal changes began to occur very rapidly. The First Development

ram was initiated in 1970.
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Student sample survey. For comparative purposes, students at a nearby high

chool in the city of Muhyail were surveyed. A self-administered questionnaire was given
0 all 12th grade students. There were 31 male and 25 female students present at the time
e research was conducted. It should be noted that 12th grade is the highest level of
ucation available in the entire area. I wanted to test the role of education. And I
anted to use the student sample as an interesting group to compare with the village
pling. I wanted to know if young people with more education were less familistic than
ose with less education or none at all. I also wanted to know whether or not the people

Alain were more or less familistic than those living outside Alain.

Household heads interviews. I wanted to obtain a general picture of the
cioeconomic characteristics of each household, such as income, education, occupation,
d marital status. All household heads were interviewed and a total of 51 questionnaires
re obtained.

Case studies. A number of in-depth interviews were obtained from some village
dents. My aim was to explore village history and to trace the evolution of familial
aviors and attitudes. Respondents were selected to represent a range of experiences
lain. A total of seven in-depth interview case studies was completed. The following
viduals were included: a male in his late sixties, a male in his late fifties, a female
T late sixties, a female in her late fifties, and three males in their twenties.

The selection of these case studies was based on the following considerations:



Also, it should

Testrictions mal

Field Problems
Tradit
the village to
females, by 30
L

Questionnaire,




36

1) The people included were very cooperative, knowledgeable of village
history and capable of communicating and speaking frankly with me without hesitation
or formality.

2) While gathering the household information I asked many people for
rmission for such life history interviews; only those people who agreed were
terviewed.

3) These people represent two generations, and two different sets of life

xperiences which I hoped would give me a clearer picture of the changes that had
curred.
so, it should be noted that I had no access to interviewing young females; cultural

estrictions make this impossible.

ield Problems and Necessary Modifications

"Tradition" problem. I aimed at getting about 120 returned questionnaires from
> village to represent the four categories of village youth and seniors, males and
nales, by 30 cases each. However, several problems arose:

1. Some of the younger village women refused to participate in answering the
stionnaire. Only 23 agreed to do so, even though the interviewer was a very lovable
nan in the village. She was a teacher in the school and respected by the villagers.
ie of the women felt they should not give their opinions in public, no matter who was

1g the questions.
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