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ABSTRACT

THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT IN FRANCE:
THE FORMATIVE YEARS, 1858-1889

by
Patrick Kay Bidelman

After more than a half century of individual and short-lived
collective protests against the worsening condition of women in France,
an ongoing feminist movement emerged under the Second Empire. Closely
related to a broad spectrum of reformist and revolutionary tendencies,
particularly the political effort to supplant authoritarian with re-
publican rule, the first generation of this movement survived the
defeat of France in the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71) and the disrup-
tion of the Paris Commune (1871) to organize an expanded campaign for
women's liberation during the first two decades of the Third Republic.
Once the new republic achieved a modicum of stability, French feminists
held their first women's rights congress in 1878, Eleven years later,
they held a second congress at the time of the centennial celebration
of the 1789 Revolution. The 1889 women's rights congress roughly
coincided with the death or retirement of many of the movement's
founders, and after that date a second generation rapidly assumed
leadership of French feminism, In their ability to effect a transition
from one generation to another, the movement's creators obtained their
most notable success: the breaking of the historic pattern that had

reduced earlier feminist protests to sporadic, isolated outbursts.
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In other respects, the movement achieved less, Most of the
hundreds of legal, economic, social, and ideological constraints that

shackled women under the systéme masculiniste remained intact in 1889,

Potentially significant reforms occurred in education and divorce (re-
established in 1884), but these bore a political imprint that left women
with little additional control over their own lives. More critical,
however, was the failure of the movement to develop a solid theoretical
position on the woman question or to devise a strategy around which all
feminists could rally. The chief theoretical stumbling block involved

the ideal of the mére educatrice, which assumed that woman possessed

innate domestic talents and called on her to devote herself exclusively

to the roles of wife and mother. At root, the mére educatrice was only

the latest of many "special nature™ assumptions about women, but femi-
nists reacted ambivalently to it because, if nothing else, it accorded
some "superior" qualities to women.

The issue of strategy involved the difficulty of reconciling the
movement's republican sympathies with the fact that most women seemed
indifferent to democracy and in favor of traditional clerical-authori-
tarian government. As a result, the movement split into two camps. One
subscribed to the strategy of AQHEEESEQ’ which focused on securing
women's civil rights and put off the problem of political rights until
more women underwent democratic indoctrination. The other camp adopted
the strategy of l'assaut, which stressed the need for rapid enactment
of woman suffrage on the grounds that the vote would permit quick re-
moval of women's civil disabilities and provide women with practical
democratic experiences. Upholders of la bréche constituted a majority

throughout the movement's first generation, and, under the leadership
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of Maria Deraismes and Leon Richer, they largely excluded the partisans
of 1l'assaut, who followed Hubertine Auclert, from the women's rights
congresses of 1878 and 1839.

The formative years of the feminist movement in France thus
present a mixed picture. In the course of a long generation, a small
minority of women and men managed to organize and to perpetuate a
collective struggle against one of the most demeaning of modern abuses,
but the movement failed to lay a firm foundation in either theory or

practice on which subsequent feminists could build.



THE FEMINIST MOVIMENT IN FRANCE:

TIIE FOIMATIVE YEARS, 1858-1889

by

Patrick Kay Bidelman

A DISSERTATION

Submitted to
Michigan State University
in partial fulfillment of the requirements

for the degree of

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Department of History

1975



@ Copyright by

PATRICK EAY BIDELMAN

1975



ACEKNOWLEDGMENTS

Many people have contributed in many ways to this study. Most
cannot be mentioned individually, but the author would like to express
gratitude to the "commmity of inquiry" that sustained this endeavor.
The community is not to blame if this work fails to replicate the high
quality of that collective support.

Specifically, the author would like to thank the dozens of per-
sons who rendered assistance at the libraries of Michigan State Univer-
sity and the University of Florida, Brussels' Bibliothéque Royale de
Belgique, and Paris! Bibliothéque Nationale, Archives Nationales, Musee
Social, Bibliothéque de 1'Arsenal, and Bibliothéque de la Ville de Paris.
Madame Leautey of Paris' Bibliothéque Marguerite Durand deserves a
special thanks in this context.

Teachers and colleagues at both Westerm Michigan University and
Michigan State University provided encouragement for years, particularly
the late Professor Willis F. Dunbar. Their support eventually brought
the author under the guidence of a Doctoral Committee composed of Pro-
fessors John B, Harrison, Donald N; Lammers, and Donald N, Baker. Chair-
man Baker is especially not to blame if his extraordinary insight and aid
occasionally failed to reach their mark,

One section of this study depended in large part on two in=-
dividualss Charles Sowerwine, who inofrmed the author of the existence
of Hubertine Auclert's "Diary," and Beth Lindquist, who supplied the

ii



author with a copy of that diary. The whole of this study drew on the
language expertise of Professor Richard B. Bizot.

Finally, without the talent and kindness of Corin Bennett and
Kathleen Sullivan, and especially Professors Dale Clifford and Jane
Decker, it is unlikely that this study could have meant so much to the

author, or ever reached completion.

iii



b

111,

Iv,

,ry



TABLE OF CONTZNTS

Page
TRJ\.NSI.AATIONS A.N].) A.BBIUIVIATIONS Y ' * . ) ) ) ) L] ) (] [ ) [ Vi
DTmDUCTION [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] L ] [ ] [ ] * [ ] 1
Chapter
I. CONDITIONS AND CONSTRAINTS: WOMEN AND
FEIMINISTS UNDER TIE SYSTIME MASCULINISTE o o 9
II. CONSCIOUSNESS AND CONTRADICTIONS: ROOTS, ROUTES,
AND ALTEINATIVES OF FEMINIST AWAIRINESS o o o o 57
III. CRISIS AND COOPERATION: MARIA DERAISMES, LifON
RICIER, THE STRATEGY OF LA BRECHE, AND
TIIE CONGIESS OF 1878 o o o o o o o o o o o o o 122
IV. CONFLICT: IUBERTINE AUCLERT AND TIIE
STmeY OF L'ASSA‘JT [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ) [ ] ® [ ] [} [ ) [ ] * [ ] [ ] 182
V. COUNTERATTACK: THE LIGUE FRANCAISE POUR LE
DROIT DES FEMMES AND TIIE CONGRESS OF 1889 . o 272
VI [ ] CONCLIISION [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] L ] [ ] [ ] L] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ) [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ) [ ] [ 322
Appendix
A. PROGIAM OF TIE JOURNAL L'AVINIR DES FIMMES
OF 1876 [ ] L ] L] [ ] [ ) L ] L ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] * L ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] 355
B, PROGRAM OF TIE SOCIITE POUR L'AMLIORATION
DU SORT DE LA FEMME OF 1887 ¢ o o o o o o o o 358

C. LISTE GINI'RALE DE MIMBRES DE LA SOCIETE POUR
L'AMI"LIORATION DU SORT DE LA FEMME ET LA REVENDICATION
DE SES DROITS EN 1894 o o o o o o o o o o o o o 359

D. LISTE ALPIABETIQUE DES MIMBRES DU CONGRES OF
1878 ® & o6 e &6 o 06 o ©°o O o O &6 O o o & o o o o 362

E. PROGRAM OF HUBERTINE AUCLERT'S LE SOCIETE LE
DmITDEsmmS.OOO..OOQOOOOOO 368

F. ROSTER OF AUCLERT'S FOLLOWERS IN THE LATE
1870'S AND 1880'S ¢ o o o o o o o o o o o o o o 369

iv



] — -

EISLIoc

ey

1



G. PRINCIPLES AND PROGRAM OF RICIER'S LIGUE
FRANCAISE POUR LE DROIT DES FEMMES . . &

H. ROSTER OF TIIE LIGUE FRANCAISE POUR LE DROIT

DES FEMMES FOR 1882-1883 4« ¢ o o o o o o

I. ROSTER OF THE LIGUE FRANCAISE POUR LE DROIT

DES FEMMES FOR 1892 & o ¢ o ¢ o o o o o @

J. ROSTER OF TIE 1889 CONGRES FRANCAIS ET
INTEINATIONAL DU DROIT DES FEMMES o o o

BIBLIOGRAPITY

372

374

379

382
387



g TV

L..

in Prer
autinre
Erplist

the tit

8ppear
1"Azel
Three r
AN for

Ma"’é‘deri
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Unless otherwise indicated, all translations from sources cited
in French are those of the author. Quotations from works by foreign
authors who wrote in English or who had their works translated into
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the title cited in the notes.

After first mention, the names of French feminist groups generally
appear in shortened form, e.g., 1'Amé¢lioration for la Sociéte pour
1'Amelioration du Sort de la Femme et la Revendication de ses Droits.
Three repositories are regularly cited in the notes by their initials:

AN for Paris! Archives Nationales, BMD for Paris! Bibliothéque

Marguerite Durand, and BN for Paris' Bibliothéque Nationale.
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INTRODUCTION

North of Paris stands a monument that unwittingly represents the
historic subordination of women in France. The Cathedral of Saint Denis
towvers above a working class suburb, its twelfth-century Gothic facade
casting an awkward shadow over a neighborhood that no longer toils in
the name of God. Within the Cathedral, whose innovative design signalled
a remarkable advance in uniting height and light, shadows of a different
kind linger. Scattered about the interior are the tombs of French kings
and queens, princes and princesses, who for over a thousand years (be-
ginning in the seventh century) consigned their mortal remains to Saint
Denis. Today the tombs are empty; revolutionaries destroyed their royal
contents during the Reign of Terror. But the sarcophagi remain, mute
witnesses to the violence and limitations of a bygone age and an atti-
tude as old as man himself, Etched into the stone coffin covers of
former kings and princes sit lions, designating courage, power, and domi-
nance. At the feet of queens and princesses lie dogs, symbolic of
loyalty, humility, and obedience. Thus, in desecrating the bones of
tyrants while leaving the sarcophagi largely intact, the New Order joined
hands with the 0ld in sanctioning one of humankind's oldest injustices,
the oppression of women by men.

The roots of this oppression burrow deep into time, and there is
no reason to believe that the revolutionaries who violated the tombs of

Saint Denis consciously confined their iconoclasm to mortal remains in
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order to preserve the stony symbols of injustice. Nonetheless, that is
exactly what happened. Theirs was a small act in a larger drama that
over the centuries has improved the lot of all human beings while simul-
taneously increasing sexual discrimination. Their selective desecration
contributed almost imperceptibly to the trend described in 1971 by
Evelyne Sullerot: "As civilization asserts and refines itself, the gap
between the relative status of men and women widens."l At the turn of
the century, a German feminist observed that "the European woman's
rights movement was born in France; it is the child of the Revolution of
1789."2 But if so it took nearly a hundred years for the child to mature
in the land of its birth, and in many respects the struggle of French
feminists involved a direct assault on the work of the Great Revolution.
"The fourteenth of July is not a national celebration," declared a
French suffragist in 1882, "it is the apothecosis of masculinity."3

The realization that men had benefited far more than women from
the Revolution was not new in 1882, Throughout the intervening century,
individuals had protested against the accentuation of woman's subordina-
tion and on at least two occasions, at the time of the Revolution itself
and again during the upheaval of 1848, these protests assumed collective
form. But despite the protests, the status gap continued to widen until
by mid-century more men had more rights, while women had relatively

fewer. Since that time, and although the overall gap has tended to per-

sist, the worst of the nineteenth century's legislative abuses have

1E'velyne Sullerot, Woman, Society, and C e, trans. by
Margaret Scotford Archer zNew York, 1971;, 19,

2Kaethe Schirmacher, The Modern Woman's Rights Movement, trans.
by Conrad Eckhardt (2nd ed.; New York, 19125, 175.

Jifubertine Auclert, La Citoyenne, 2 July - 6 August 1882,
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disappeared. In other words, although French women still face a wide
variety of discriminatory attitudes and practices, many of the legal
barriers to civil and political equality have fallen., How this came
about is a comprehensive question involving many factors and many years,
and, as such, it exceeds the scope of this inquiry. The objective of
this study is to examine just ome factor in this development, the
establishment of the feminist movement under the Third French Republic.

Feminism can be conceptualized as the struggle in theory and
practice for the right of women to control their own lives. In the
course of this struggle, the feminist movement has fought on two fronts:
against constraints which limited women's options and for conditions
conducive to women's liberation., Feminism entails, in other words, the
effort to obtain both "freedom from" and "freedom to." Only recently
has feminiam begun to stress the positive "freedom to" side of the
struggle. In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, feminism
emphasized the negative., It focused primarily on eliminating the
constraints that prevented women from controlling their own lives.

However, the problem that confronted nineteenth-century French
feminists was not how to define themselves in a broad sense., All
feminists agreed that they represented the half of humanity that had
from time immemorial struggled against male domination. Instead the
problem concerned (a) how to define themselves in relationship to the
conditions then prevailing in France and (b) how to translate that
definition into reality. On both counts, French feminists found them=-
selves divideds Some feminists emphasized simple equality. "The word
Feminism," wrote Hubertine Auclert, "synthesizes the efforts to acquire
for women the rights that men possess"; while to Madame Vincent it

meant simply a "doctrine or theory that puts woman on an equal footing
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4
with man." Others envisaged a loftier goal. Feminiasm "in a word is
'Humanisme integral®," thought Leopold Lacour. Its mission involved
equal rights for women but sought a transcendent ideal. "Feminism, the
effort by an elite of humanity for more harmony and more justice, should
disappear for the well-being of society the day when its efforts will
have succeeded,” explained Avril de Saint-Croix: "Feminism, like
masculinism, should then give way to 'integral htmanism'."'!

Neither definition made much difference during the middle years
of the nineteenth century. Regardless of whether equal rights for women
constituted an end in themselves or stepping stones to a broader social
transformation, no feminist could avoid the glaring contrast between the
privileged status of males and the narrowed sphere accorded to females.
Men dominated French society legally, politically, economically, and
ideologically; and so long as their domination endured feminists could
see no hope for improving woman's lot. Thus, despite variances in
definitional emphasis, the general objective of feminists remained the
sames to alter the conditions and to destroy the constraints that
enabled men to hold women in bondage. Theirs was a simple belief, based
on the premise that sex oppression represented the root cause of social
injustice. Not so simple was the reformation of a society that accepted
such injustice as part of the natural order of things.

A long debate over women preceded the French Revolution and
drew increasing attention to the issue of sex oppression. From the
vantage point of feminists, however, the debate's ne.t effect was negative.

As they saw it, the status of women failed to improve in 1789, and, as a

“Le Petjt Almanach Fénjniste J1lusird (Paris, 1907), 4=5.
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result of the emergency measures of the Terror and Napoleon's influence
on French laws, they found themselves worse off than before. A half
century later, feminists again organized in opposition to sex oppres-
sion, but the Revolution of 1848 proved no more receptive to their
demands than that of 1789. On each occasion the social disturbances
that permitted women to band together in pursuit of their rights also
gave opponents the chance to reaffirm male supremacy. The Republic of
1848 gave way to the Second Empire, just as the Republic of 1792 suc-
cumbed to the First, and both times organized French feminism died in
the transition.

Nevertheless, the Second Empire represents a watershed for French
feminism, During its authoritarian phase in the 1850's, the regime of
Louis Napoleéon crushed the movement, but a feminist revival commenced in
the late 1360's. lLouis displayed a personal interest in woman's plight,
in marked contrast to his great uncle's attitude, and attempted to alle-
viate discrimination, particularly in education. But he could not, or
at least did not, move rapidly enough to satisfy feminist demands. Con-
sequently, the most favorable regime to women's rights in three genera-
tions found itself cast in the role of villain., Feminists refused to
overlook the misogynist implications of the Bonaparte name or to ignore
the protests of exiled sympathizers like Victor Hugo and Jeanne Deroin.
Rather than rally to the Empire, feminists joined forces with the anti-
imperial coalition that hoped to overthrow Louis and reestablish re-
publican rule in France.

Feminists derived four distinct advantages from participating
in the republican coalition under the Second Empire. At a theoretical

level, the vision of a republic appealed to them because it portended
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6
a democratic society without privileged classes, based on the will of
all the people and open to peaceful reform. At a pragmatic level, their
participation in the coalition permitted them to call on the support of
nev allies and to employ republican forums to further feminist propaganda.
Psychologically they gained a sorely-needed measure of legitimacy and
respectability. Finally, in aligning themselves with republicanism
under the Empire, feminists found themselves within the camp that would
soon rule France,

The Second Empire collapsed during the disastrous Franco-Prussian
War, from which the Third Republic emerged on 4 September 1870. But, far
from being the promised land imagined by feminists, the new republic ex-
posed strains in the victorious coalition. So long as "tyranny" had
reigned in the person of the Emperor, the need to present a common front
had obscured differences of opinion. With success, however, the dual
problem of defining and defending the republic came to the fore. Femi-
nists quite naturally expected to participate fully in the new political
order., As a group they had helped to achieve the victory, and as indivi-
duals their faith in republicanism rivaled their belief in feminism.

But as the Third Republic acquired increasing stability, faith in the one
and belief in the other left feminists in a quandary,

In retrospect the broad outlines of the quandary are easy to see.
Feminists fought for the republic because they believed it would inau-
gurate an era of social justice. Once secured, however, the republic
responded with great reluctance to feminist demands., Its two major con-
cessions, expansion of educational opportunities and legalized divorce,

stenmed more from a desire to mold young people into good republican

citizens and to strike a blow at Church influence than from a willing-
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ness to alleviate sex discrimination., Yet, compared to altermatives
advanced by monarchists, clericals, and Bonapartists, the republic at
least enacted some reforms and kept alive the hope that women would one
day enjoy the fruits of democracy. If the republic collapsed, feminists
felt, authoritarianism and masculinism would once again combine, ending
all prospect of reform. Hence, the quandary for feminists hinged on
where to draw the line between criticism and defense of the new republic.

At first, in the wake of defeat by the Prussians in 1870, the
disruption of the Paris Commune of 1371, and the possibility of a suc-
cessful monarchist resurgence, the republic's precarious position tilted
feminists in favor of defense. But after the seize mai crisis of 1877,
which revealed the strength of republican sentiment, the balance began
slowly to shift., Feminists held their first congress the following year
and urged the republic to eliminate discrimination against women in edu-
cation, employment, and civil rights. The young movement split, how-
ever, when the congress refused to discuss woman suffrage on the grounds
that a call for political equality would alienate potential sympathizers
and, if enacted, would jeopardize the republic by delivering countless
female votes into the hands of monarchists and clericals.

As the 1880's unfolded the rift widened and partially immobi-
lized the movement. The minority of feminists, who saw political rights
as the key to woman's emancipation, adopted the strategy of l'assaut
espoused by Hubertine Auclert through her group, the Société pour le
Suffrage des Femmes (founded in 1876 as the Sociéteé pour les Droits des
Femmes) and her newspaper, La Citoyenne (1881-1891). The majority

favored the strategy of la bréche, which accorded priority to acquiring

civil rights for women, and looked to Maria Deraismes and Léon Richer
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8
for leadership. Deraismes and Richer had brought about the feminist-
republican coalition under the Second Empire, and together they had co-
sponsored the 1878 Women's Rights Congress. They drifted apart somewhat
during the next decade as Deraismes tried to straddle the suffrage issue,
while Richer combatted it through his Ligue Francaise pour le Droit des

Femmes (founded in 1882) and his journal, Le Droit des Fermes (1869-1891).

But cooperation between them never entirely ceased, and in 1889, during
the centennial celebration of the Revolution, Deraismes and Richer co-
hosted the Second French Congress for Women's Rights,

The 1889 Congress marked a turning point in the development of
French feminism, Auclert's absence, together with skillful managing by
Deraismes and Richer, guaranteed that the issue of woman suffrage would
not mar the proceedings; and not until 1908 did a French feminist con-
gress officially place the issue on its agenda. Ilowever, the victory of
one feminist strategy over another did not mark the significance of the
Congress, for, despite its adherence to the hzégﬁg line, the 1889 Con-
gress failed to achieve either organizational or programmatic unity.
Instead, its significance lay in the emergence after years of struggle
of an ongoing movement., Feminists would no longer have to start anew as
they had after 1789 and 1848, For the first time, a second generation
of French feminists could build directly on the consciousness and

dynamic of its immediate predecessor.
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CHAPTER I
CONDITIONS AND CONSTRAINTS: WOMEN AND

FEMINISTS UNDER THE SYSTEME MASCULINISTE

From the vantage point of feminists, the condition of French
women during the second half of the nineteenth century was bleak. A
complex array of legal, ideological, and socio-economic factors held
women in a state of distinct inferiority. Taken together these fac-
tors constituted the systéme masculiniste. Women found themselves
completely excluded from many areas of French life, such as politics,
higher education, and the professions. Where exclusion could not or
did not operate, as in the home and in some branches of industry,
women found themselves in a subordinate position, subject to the con-
trol of men. Individual and class differences affected the way in
which women reacted to their condition. But for feminists the
differences in discrimination meant little. In their eyes, all women
suffered to a greater or lesser extent. "Woman is neither free nor
happy in France," exclaimed Olympe Audouard in the course of de-

claring a "War on Men" in 1866.1

The Code
The principal constraint on which the azstéme masculiniste

rested was the Code Napoléon. Officially promulgated in 1804, the

lOlympe Audouard, Guerre aux hommes (Paris, 1866), 57.

9
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10

Code locked women into a "paper Bastille" of legal restrictions.2
Legend holds that in a museum somewhere is one of Napoleon's chairs,
marred by rips and gashes. The story goes that the Emperor disfigured
it in a rage when faced with critics who felt the Code treated women
too harshly.3 Whatever the truth of the story, the Code certainly re-
flected Napoleon's low opinion of women. Female greatness, he asserted
in a famous tilt with Madame de Stael, had only one dimension, fecundity.
The idea that "genius has no sex" is absurd, he added; nothing is "more
detestable than the woman who thinks."u The Code also reflected
Napoleon's imperial approach to the organization of society. Every in-
stitution required a leader of unquestioned authority. He had provided
that for France as a whole; now men, as husbands and fathers, would
provide that for the family. Woman belongs to man, Napoleon maintained,
as the tree and its fruit belong to the gardener.5

Thus, under the Code the family emerged as a miniature empire.

In return for protection, the wife owed obedience to her husband. She

%La Citoyenne, 2 July - 6 August 1882.

3Hinifred Stephens, Women of the French Revolution (New York,
1922), 166.

kFrancis I. Clark, The Position of Women in Contemporary
France (London, 1937), iii.

5Francoise Guelaud-Leridon, Recherches sur la condition
féminine dans la sociéte d'aujourd'bui (Paris, 1967), 93. "What we
ask of education," Napoleon wrote, "is not that girls should think,
but that they should believe." Gordon Wright, France in Modern
Times (Chicago, 1960), 90.

6For information on the Code and feminist reaction to it, sees
H.M.J. Wattel, ed., Code Napoléon (Amsterdam, ca.1888); Women's Posi-
tion in the Laws of The Nations, prepared by the International Council
of Women (Karlsruhe, 1912), 97-126; Léon Richer, Le Code des Femmes
(Paris, 1883); Maria Verone, La Femme et la loi (Paris, 1920);
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11
could not have a separate residence, obtain a hunting license, or attend
a university without his consent. Ile had total control over community
property, and without his permission she could neither give, sell,
mortgage, nor buy. A wife could not work if her husband forbade it,
and whatever she earned in wages or royalties belonged to him. While
he lived she had no legal authority over her children and was incompe-
tent, regardless of her marital status, to witness certificates of
marriage, birth, and death. Children under twenty-one needed parental
consent to leave home or to marry, but if the parents disagreed the
father's consent alone sufficed. Upon a simple request to the courts,
a father could imprison his children for various lengths of time without
the mother's permission.7 A father could also assign guardianship to a
third party in the event that he predeceased his wife.

A vife's adultery could bring imprisonment of three months to
two years or more; a husband's went unpunished unless he defiled the
marriage bed, which, even then, would cost him only a fine of 100 to
2,000 francs. All children borm in wedlock belonged to the husband,

and he could file a paternity suit if necessary, but no illegitimate

Ph. Sagnac, La Légjslation civile de 1a Révolution Francaise 1789-1804
(Paris, 1898). The Code, referred to above in the singular, included
not only the Civil Code of 1804 but four other codes (penal, commer-
cial, civil procedure, and criminal procedure). France's legal tra-
dition derived from Roman law, whereas England subscribed to a common
lavy tradition and the United States developed a system based on both
common law and constitutional law. The significance of this separate
tradition for women in France stemmed from the Roman emphasis on pri-
vate law. "French law was, accordingly, more apt to intervene in
relations within the family than English law." Ross Evans Paulson,
Women's Suffrage and Prohibitions A Comparative Study of Equalit
and Social Control (Glenview, Illinois, 1973), 43.

7Fathers could imprison offspring for one month if under
sixteen, six months if between sixteen and twenty-one. Illegitimate
children had no inheritance rights whatsoever. "Society has no in-
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12
child or unwed mother could file a paternity suit. Article 324 of the
Penal Code sanctioned acquittal for husbands who killed their wives
caught in flagrant géliﬁ, Foreign women who married Frenchmen ac-
quired instant French citizenship; French women who wed aliens lost
theirs. In general, announced Article 1124 of the Civil Code, unfit
persons according to the law were minors, ex-convicts, and married
women.

In depicting married women as unfit while attributing un-
questioned authority to husbands and men in general, the Code also
established the legal and "spiritual™ premises for a series of judicial
and administrative decisions that further narrowed the rights of women
in the course of the nineteenth century. Unless the statutes clearly
read in woman's favor, administrators and judges invariably ruled
against her. The denial of political rights to women came about in this
way, as did the denial of other rights. Married women lost postal pri-
vacy, for example, when the courts ruled that in light of "the domestic
authority conferred upon him by law™ a busband could open his spouse's
mail “to seek the proof of an offense against his honor or some grave
lapses to the obligations of marriage of which his wife might be guilty."8
Women lost the right to hunt in 1883 when a Corsican appeals court up-
held the conviction of a widow, who, in taking up the sport on her
doctor's advice, had violated a decree to the contrary by a local mayor.
The widow in question drew a fine of sixteen francs and had her gun

9

confiscated.

terest in having these bastards recognized,™ Napoleon exclaimed.
Robert B. Holtman, The Napoleonic Revolution (New York, 1967), 90-1.

8Sanche de Gramont, The French: Portrait of a People (New
York, 1969), 400.

9La Citoyenne, 7 January - 4 February, 5 March - 1 April 1883.
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Single women, divorcees, and widows fared somewhat better under
the Code, but in turn they had to confront a hostile society without
male "protection." Divorce, available from 1792 to 1816 and again after
1884, therefore amounted to a mixed blessing. Women without husbands
could make use of the provisions guaranteeing equal inheritance for
offspring. But beyond this the Code did not go. Women enjoyed neither
the right to vote nor the right to hold office, which most males lacked
as well under the Empire, but men at least had received compensation —-
the right to be domestic tyrants,

In only one respect did the Code prove beneficial to women —— as
a8 focus of attack for subsequent French feminists. By giving legal ar-
ticulation to misogynist customs, it provided clear-cut objectives and
convenient labels for reformers. Numerous campaigns, for example,
developed in opposition to Article 340, which prohibited paternity suits,
and one feminist group, Jeanne Sclmahl's 1'Avant Courriére (1893-1907),
spent over a decade in pursuit of just two goals, woman's right to serve
as a legal witness of public and private acts anda wife's right to dis-
pose of her income without her lmband's autborization.lO But nearly a
century had elapsed by then, and Schmahl could work through a movement
that had already acquired a generation of experience. The feminists

who built that movement were not so fortunate.

The Church
The Roman Catholic Church constituted a second constraint in
the sxstéme masculiniste. Centuries, as well as opposing views on

matters spiritual and temporal, separated Napoleon from Saint Paul.

10Fra.nce enacted a law permitting paternity suits in 1912,
For an interesting article on 1'Avant Courriére and its relationship
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Yet on at least one issue the two men transcended the intervening years
and their ideological differences. Both agreed that order required
woman's subordination to man. "The husband is the head of the wife,"
wrote Paul, "even as Christ is the head of the Church."11 In feminist
eyes, the Church represented a powerful influence that, in its structure,
ideology, and institutional role, fostered the subordination of women.

The structure of the Church appalled nineteenth-century
feminists on two counts. As a model for social organization the Church
not only resembled the anti-woman regimes of Napoleon I and his nephew,
but also, in its hierarchical and authoritarian aspects, the Church
represented the antithesis of what feminists considered to be the pre-
requisite for women's liberation: a democratic republic susceptible to
change from below. The second count involved the personnel of the
Church, which reserved its most influential posts to men while denying
to all of its officials what feminists and non-feminists alike con-
sidered to be one of woman's unique capabilities, procreation.

In ideology the Church abetted the systéme masculiniste by
relegating women to a subordinate position within a single institution,
the family. "Women belong to the family, and not to political society,”
wrote Louis de Bonald (1753-1840), a leading spokesman for traditional,
authoritarian Catholicism, "and nature has made them for domestic
cares, and not for public functions.” To women fell "almost exclu-

sively" the task of raising children, he explained, which entailed

to other feminist groups in France, see Jeanne E. Schmahl, "Progress
of the Women's Rights Movement in France," Forum, XXII (September,
1896), 79-92.

1lEphesians 5323
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that "all, in their education, ought to be directed towards domestic
utility, as all, in the education of youns men, ought to be directed
towards public utilitys"

e« o o Look at nature, and admire how it distinguished the
sex that it calls to exercise public functions from that which
it destines to the cares of the family: it gives to the one,
from the most tender age, the taste for political and even re-
ligious action, the taste for horses, for arms, for religious
ceremonies; it gives to the other the taste for sedentary and
domestic works, for household cares, for dolls: these are the
princigles, and the best education system should develop
them, 1

Women possessed a unique nature, the negative aspects of which required
special handlings
The powerful recourse to emmlation, so effective in
raising men, because it awakens in them the most generous
passions, ought to be employed with extreme care in the
education of women, among whom it may arouse vanity, gource
of their misfortunes, their faults, their ridicules.l
Intuition predominated in the "weaker sex,"™ Bonald maintained, and "we
should, in the education of young women, speak to their heart as much
as to their reason . . « because women have received in sentiment
their portion of reason."lk
Sentiment permitted women to know "so many things" without

learning them, Bonald added, but men must nonetheless retain un-

questioned authority within the family:

12 o Vicomte Louis de Bonald, Législation primitive (4th ed.,
Paris, 1847), 414-17. In this work, originally published in 1802,
Bonald referred to women as "personnes du sexe." But during the
Restoration, "the expression le sexe, so in vogue thirty years earlier,
disappeared.” Fvelyne Sullerot, listoire de la Presse feéminine en
France, des origines & 1848 (Paris, 1966), 6. Hereafter cited as
Sullerot, Presse.

Brvid.

lthid.
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The paternal power is independent from other members
of the family; because, if it were dependent, it would not
be power. It is therefore absolute or definitive; because,
if it were not, it would be dependent, and there would be
a power greater than it, that of disobedience. 5

In short, nature had destined women to play the role of subordinate
intermediariess

The mother, placed by nature between the father and
the children, between the power and the subject, and by
the means or the ministry through which is accomplished
productive and preservative action, the mother receives
from the one in order to transmit to the other, obeys
the former in order to have authority over the latter. . .
Thus, if she partakes of man through reason, she partakes
of the child, as all physiologists have observed, through
the delicateness of her organs, the sensitivity of her
nerves, the changeablenesz of her moods, and we could
call her a homme-enfant.!

In addition to the general effect of its ministry on the atti-

tudes of male and female parishioners, the Church played an institutional

role that touched women in a number of ways. It consistently opposed
divorce, for example, which was unavailable in France from 1816 to
188h.17 In education it exercised a powerful influence, and, as a re-
sult of the Falloux Law of 1850, acquired a near monopoly of girls'
schools.18 Within the economy, where women constituted one-third
1SVicomte Louis de Bonald, Demonstration philosophique du
principle constitutif de la socie’te’-(mgm-a-i—-

161114,, 103-4.

17In his Syllabus of Errors (1364), Pius IX specifically con-
demned divorce as one "of the principal errors of our time." It was
wrong to believe, Pius maintained in error #67, that "by the law of
nature, the marriage tie is not indissoluble, and in many cases di-
vorce properly so called may be decreed by the civil authority."

Anne Fremantle, ed., The Papal Encyclicals in Their Historical
Context (New York, 1955’, 143-50,

18The 1850 education reform bore especially hard on women.
"It provided that nuns could teach without obtaining the certifi-
cate of capacity which was obligatory for lay teachers. The
congregations®' schools were thereby given an enormous competitive
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of the labor force, the Church, through its convent workshops, under-
cut wages, provided supervisors for "sweated labor," and, on at least

19

one occasion, permitted nuns to break a strike of women workers.

The Economy

Economic conditions and practices formed a third constraint

in the systeme masculiniste.20 Although most French women did not hold

jobs, women nevertheless comprised more than a third of the non-agri-
cultural work force in France during the second half of the nineteenth
century. Most feminists, however, considered the distinction between
working and non-working women to be a factor of secondary importance.21
Working women confronted discrimination on a vast scale, in employment
opportunities, in pay rates, in work conditions, etc. DBut those who did

not have to work found themselves in a state of dependence, unable to

advantage over the secular schools and quickly outnumbered them."
Persis Iunt, "Feminism and Anti-Clericalism under the Commmne," The
Massachusetts Review, XII (Summer, 1971), 419.

191n 1869 the sisters of Saint Vincent de Paul sent a hundred
women to replace strikers at Paris' Magasins du Louvre. Ibid., 420.

2OUhless otherwise noted, the data in this section are drawn
froms Evelyne Sullerot, Histoire et sociologie du travail feminin
(Paris, 1968); Jean Daric, L'Activite professionelle des femmes en
France (Paris, 1947); and Madeleine Guilbert, Les Femmes et 1'organi-
zation syndicale avant 1914 (Paris, 1966). See also: Kaethe Schirmacher,
Le Travail des Femmes en France (Paris, 1902); Alva Myrdal and
Viola Klein, Women's Two Roles: Home and Work (London, 1956); Michel de
Juglart, "L'Emancipation juridique de la femme en France et dans le
monde,” Histoire mondiale de la fermes societcs modernes et contem—
poraines, published under the direction of Pierre Grimal (Paris, 1965),
293-346; and Clark, The Position of Women in Contemporary France.

21For an elaboration of this point of view, see Hubertine
Auclert's articles in La Citoyenne, of 24 July 1881, 30 July 1881,
May 1885. "With only minor variations, every census since 1906 showed
women as forming roughly one-third of the working population (36.6 per

cent in 1906, 33.7 per cent in 1926, 34.8 per_cent in 19456) o« o o
The structure and composition of this female labour force in France has,
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ensure by their own efforts the welfare of either themselves or their
children. Some women who needed employment but could not find it turned
to the azstéme's most exploitative occupation, prostitution,

In raw numbers, excluding agricultural occupations, working
women totaled over 2.7 million in 1866 and approached 4.5 million on the
eve of the First World War. The size of the female agricultural work
force expanded at approximately the same rate, growing from slightly
over 1.8 million in 1866 to more than 3.2 million in 1911, As a percen-
tage of the entire female population, which exceeded the male total
throughout the life of the Third Republic, women workers, agricultural
and non-agricultural alike, amounted to slightly less than 25% in 1866
and nearly 40% in 1911,

Among women workers the young and the single predominated. In
1906, for example, over 43% of the women aged 18 and 19 held non-agri-
cultural jobs, as did more than one-third of the women in the 20 to 39
age bracket. Only 20% of the non-agricultural female work force was
married in that year. Domestic service, clothing, and textiles attracted
the majority of women workers, but a significant shift in occupational
opportunities occurred during the first two generations of the Third
Republic. Better education for women, restrictive labor legislation,
and expansion of the tertiary sector brought about a marked increase in
the mumber of women clerks and secretaries and a marked decrease in the

number of female domestics.22

of course, changed in these decades, but its total strength in relation
to the male working population has remained more or less constant,"
Myrdal and Klein, Women's Two Roles, 46.

22The number of women in domestic service declined from
1,050,735 in 1866 to 781,200 in 1906. The number of women employed
by banks and commercial establishments rose from 238,000 in 1866 to
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Nevertheless, despite the size and, by implication, the impor-
tance of the female work force to the French economy, women workers
confronted a complex array of discriminatory factors. Industrial wages
rose throughout the century for both sexes, but most women received far
less than their male counterparts. After several decades of relative
progress, for example, a study by the Office du Travail revealed that in
1891-3 women's pay averaged 3 francs per day in the Department of the
Seine and 2.10 in the rest of the country, compared to 6.15 and 3.90
respectively for nen.23 These figures did not include female "cottage"
workers, who numbered nearly a million at the turn of the century and

who earned only five to twenty centimes per hour.

771,000 in 1906. Guibert, Les Femmes et 1'organization syndicale
avant 1914, 1%. Wider utilization of women as secretaries also re-
flected a profound shift in attitudes towards woman's place in the
work force. At the beginning of the nineteenth century, Alexandre
Dumas pére warned that woman "would lese all her femininity by
stepping foot into an office." Sullerot, Histoire et sociologie,
119, Males monopolized that position throughout the first half of
the nineteenth century, which explains the anecdote about

Madame de Persigny, a promiscuous representative of the Second
Empire®'s titled elite. While her husband served as ambassador to
England, Madame de Persigny's taste for embassy clerks led the
amused to asks "Mme de Persigny is lost; it is impossible to find
her."® "Well, have you looked carefully under all the furniture?
The tables, buffets, and secretaries?" Roger L. Williams, The

World of Napoleon III (New York, 1957), 29.

23Hbmen earned excellent pay in only one job category,
the cutting and polishing of precious stones, according to the
Office du Travail survey for 1891-3., In this field, both sexes
received 9.25 francs per day in the Department of the Seine,
while outside the Seine women outearned over 5.15 francs per
day to 4.65. None of the other jobs held by women paid nearly
as well. Guilbert, Les Femmes et l'organisation syndicale

avant 1914, 18.
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The effect of such low wages on working women, eighty percent of
vhom were not married, had been documented some years before. In his
L'Ouvriére (1861) Jules Simon calculated that, barring sickness and un-
employment, a woman could earn about 500 francs per year, But according
to Simon, once rent, fuel, clothing, and other essentials had been taken
care of, a woman would have only 60 centimes per day for food — "enough
not to die of hunger."2k Female wage rates at the time ranged from 1.30
francs a day in the provinces to 2,10 in Paris, while in the one pro-
fession then open to women, teaching, more than 4,000 schoolmistresses
earned under 400 francs per year. Five year later, Julie Daubie
pointed out the link between subsistence wages and prostitution in her
La Femme pauvre au XIXe sidcle:

The inadequate pay of the urban working-woman sometimes
drives her, even during a period of industrial prosperity,
into meeting her budget by selling her body; this is called
the fifth quarter of the day. During periods of unemploygent,
this kind of right to work fills the entire day « « « «
Generally the poverty of women is such that among 6,000
z;iostitntqé7 registered in Paris, only 2,000 had any re-
sources, One woman can be mentioned who struggled three days
against the tortures of hunger, before giving in.25

In addition to low pay, hours were long, twelve to fifteen per
day in most cases, and industrial conditions miserable. Seasonal work
rivaled the business cycle as a cause of unemployment. Seamstresses
labored fourteen hours per day, for example, but only from March to
May and from September to January. Competition from convent work-

shops depressed wages for women in general, and the single girls who

24 Jules Simon, L'Ouvriére (Paris, 1861), cited in Edith

Thomas, The Woman Incendiaries, trans. by James and Starr Atkinson
(New York, s Oo

25Julie Daubid, La Femme pauvre au XIXe sidcle (Paris, 1866),
Ibid., 8.
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worked in them, subject to the rule of silence and unable to leave the
premises unless accompanied by a nun, seldom made more than 150 francs
per year. Factory laws, which most feminists opposed in principle,
proved inadequate to "protect" women because they were difficult to en-
force and, when enforced, they restricted women's employment oppor-
tunities and earnings.26 Working women also derived little benefit
from two of the Third Republic's major reforms in the 1880's, education
and unionization. Inadequacy replaced unavailability in women's educa~
tion in that decade, but, except for a possible correlation between
fundamental language skills and secretarial work, the public girls®
schools paid scant attention to job or career training. Trade unions
won legal recognition in 1884, but, for a variety of reasons, women
wvorkers remained largely outside the movement. In 1900, for instance,
women accounted for only 6.3% of union membership even though they

represented 34.5% of the work force.

26‘l'he Factory Law of 22 March 1841 covered only children with-

out distinction as to sex, The law of 2 March 1848, which also made
no sex distinctions, limited the work day to 12 hours in mines and
factories, but it died with the provisional government that enacted
it The law of 19 May 1878 forbade night work to women under 21 and to
men under 163 it also forbade all underground work to women. The law
of 2 November 1892 prohibited women, irrespective of age, to work at
night and limited their work day to eleven hours. It also required a
weekly day of rest for women workers and provided for better super-
vision. But, as inspection reports indicate, enforcement proved ex-
tremely difficult and, moreover, the law itself permitted a great
many exceptions to its provisions, Guilbert, Les Femmes et 1'organi-
pation syndicale avant 1914, 23-4, For an opinion pro and con on the

la'v of November 1892 see: Rapport du Comite de Resistance pour la
defense de la loi du 2 Novembre 1892 }Lyon, 1896) and Yves Guyot, La
Reglementation officielle du travail (Paris, 1894), Feminists

opposed the 1892 law from the moment debate began, see the article

by Marya Chéliga~Loévy in Bulletin de 1'Union Universelle des Femmes,
15 April 1890, The only piece of protective legislation that won
feminist endorsement was the "seat law" of 29 December 1900, which
required shop owners to provide chairs for female clerks. "Feminists,
adversaries of all special legislation in matters of work, have not,
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Reinforcing the miserable conditions confronted by female
workers was the pervasive belief that non-~domestic labor represented
an illegitimate activity for women, This belief rested on three assump-
tions, First, as minors in the eyes of the law, women ought not to
exercise the male prerogative of choosing among various occupational
roles, Second, as creatures uniquely destined for family service, women
ought not to assume the male responsibility of making contact with the
world outside the home. Finally, as laborers, women ought not to hold
jobs because their presence in the work force depressed male wages and
contributed to male unemployment. Individuals from various schools of
thought echoed one or another of these assumptions with mind-affecting
regularity, Liberal republicans like the historian Jules Michelet
and the journalist Emile de Girardin, both of whom displayed great con-
cern for the plight of working women, sided with positivist August Comte
in asserting that woman's liberation depended on freeing her from labor
outside the hame.27 Conservatives and Catholics followed the lead of
Albert du Mun and Frederic Le Play who, in demanding factory laws to

protect women, subscribed to the ideal expressed in Pope Leo XIII's

Rerum Novarum (1891):

Women, again, are not suited for certain occupations; a
woman is by nature fitted for home work, and it is that which
is best adapted at once to preserve her modesty and to promote
the googsbringing up of children and the well-being of the
family.

so far as we know, protested against this concession, however
humiliating in their eyes for commercial employees."™ Schirmacher,

Travail des Femmes, 35l.
27

For an interesting analysis of Comte and his views on
women, see Louise-Marie Ferre, Feminisme et Positivisme (Saint-
Leger-en-Yvelines, 1938).

28Fremant1e, ed., The Papal Encyclicals in Their Historical
Context, 186, The difficulty of establishing a nexus between the
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Pierre-~Joseph Proudhon, one of the chief mid-century spokesmen for the
French working-class male, propounded another version of this belief.
e proclaimed the congenital inferiority of women, calculating their
worth at 8/27's of men's, and considered women unfit for anything other
than reproduction. Society committed no injustice in discriminating
against women, Proudhon wrote:
Equality of civil and political rights would mean that the
privileges and grace that nature has bestowed on woman would
become bound up with man's untilitarian faculties. The result
of this bargaining would be that woman, instead of being
elevated, would become denatured and debased  « o This would
mean the end of the institution28f marriage, the death of love,
and the ruin of the human race.
So long as disobedience marred woman's character, Proudhon added, man
should exercise the power of life and death over her. Women who worked
deprived men of jobs and should therefore be considered as thieves.

Nature gave women only two options, Proudhon maintained, "mégggere

ou courtisane"” — housewife or whore,

Education

Discriminatory education represented a fourth and, for most
feminists, a decisive constraint in the sxstéme masculiniste. Since
the Middle Ages, individuals had complained about the unavailability
and inadequacy of girls' schools; but, as progress through better edu=~
cation became a national myth in the post-revolutionary era, such com-

plaints assumed a more frantic character. "Just as today the majority

ideal of woman and the actual conditions under which women lived and
worked is suggested by Sullerot, who pointed out that "prevailing
ideology is insufficient to explain differences in the rates of employ-
ment that often run counter to the dominant social norms and reflect
economic or demographic pressures." Sullerot, Woman, Society, and

Change, 111,

29$tewart Edvards, ed., Selected Writings of Pierre~Joseph
Proudhon, trans. by Elizabeth Fraser (New York, 1969), 256.
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of the members of our society admit that economic growth is the essential
objective of the collectivity," wrote a French scholar in 1968, "so in
the second half of the nineteenth century one believed in education."30

Statistics reveal the significance of the problem at mid point
in the nineteenth century, Illiteracy affected approximately 40% to
45% of the adult population of France in 1851, with women exceeding the
men in this group by a ratio of 3 to 2, Two decades later, the overall
rate of illiteracy had dropped to 31%, but the sex ratio remained con-
stant, In 1872, for instance, nearly eighty percent of French bride-
grooms and military recruits could write their names, compared to sixty-
five percent of French brides., By the time of the Second French
Congress for Woman's Rights in 1889, male illiteracy had fallen to nine
percent for bridegrooms and eleven percent for recruits, but illiterate
brides totaled fifteen percent., Only in the next decade did the
illiteracy ratio begin to vary in women's favor. It stood at 6 to 5
for brides and bridegrooms in 1900, and in 1901 illiterate women barely
outnmbered their male counterparts in the population as a whole, 15,914
to 15,269,3

This gradual but uneven improvement in literacy during the
course of the nineteenth century stemmed in part from public policy.
Francois Guizot created a nation-wide system of primary schools for
boys in 1833, and in 1850 the Falloux Law extended the system to girls.

But neither reform made provision for training women teachers and, out

3OAntoine Prost, Histoire de 1'enseignement en France 1800-
1967 (Paris, 1968), 191.

310&:10 M, Cipolla, Literacy and Development in the West
(Baltimore, 1969), 113-130,
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of deference to the parental prerogative, attendance remained
voluntary, As a result, many commnities refused to establish girls'
schools, and where they did come into existence, the Church exercised
a predominant influence. In the 1860's Louis Napoleon's Minister of
Education, Victor Duruy, attempted to expand as well as reform primary
education for both sexes, and to create a system of secondary schools
for girls. To offset popular fears, Duruy stipulated that only women
could teach needlework and that mothers who had doubts about the program
could accompany their daughters to class, He also attempted to eliminate
religious instruction from state schools, but that step, combined with
his challenge to the clergy's virtual monopoly of girls' education,
aroused the wrath of the Church, Bishop Dupanloup of Orléans condemned
the experiment as immoral, and L'Ossevatore Romano, the official papal
journal, threatened Louis Napoleon with the loss of Catholic electoral
support unless he dismissed Duruy. The Emperor refused to bow to the
threat, and the Empress retaliated by enrolling her two nieces in the
Sorbonne, but the scale of Duruy's reforms suffc:red.32 In 1877, the
French Ministry of Education reported that "most lay schools have only
one class and employ only one person."33

All that began to change two years later, and by the end of
the 1880's women had much wider access to education. A law in 1879
required every department to establish a normal school for women pri-
mary teachers. Teachers for these schools would receive their education

at a special normal school in Fontenay-aux-Roses, founded by decree in

32yi11iams, The World of Napoleon III, 173-208.

33Cipolla, Literacy and Development in the West, 36.
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1880, Legislation creating a system of secondary schools for girls
passed in the same year, and in 1881 another law located a normal school
for women secondary instructors at Sévres. In the meantime, a bill
making primary education free for both sexes passed the Chamber and
Senate, and in 1882 elementary instruction became compulsory. Each of
these measures reduced the role of the clergy in French education, State
scholarships assisted girls to attend secondary schools, which numbered
sixteen lycces and nineteen colléges by 1886-7. Female teachers also
received the vote and eligibility for the Conseil Supérieure de
1'Instruction Publique, the chief policy making committee in the systmm?h

As women acquired greater access to education in the 1880's,
the problem of inadequacy came to the fore. Indeed, the growth in the
mmber of girls! schools accentuated other deficiencies long associated
with women's education in France. Among these deficiencies, failure
to grant equal degrees to women ranked as one of the most important.
Success through education in general, as well as access to higher
education in particular, required a baccalauréat. Julie Daubie, who
earned a bac through the University of Lyons in the 1860's, opened the
examinations to women, and by 1881 there were eighty-eight bacheliéres
in France.35 But, despite Daubié's precedent, the girls' secondary
schools that came into existence in the 1880's could award only an in-
ferior diplome de fin d'ctudes secondaires. Women remained eligible to
take the bac examinations, but passage demanded a thorough knowledge

of Greek and Latin, two subjects that had no place in the curriculum of

M pvelyn Martha Acomb, The French Laic Laws 1879-1889
(New York, 1967), 153-82.

39Prost, Histoire de 1'enseignement en France 1800-1967, 263,
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the new girls! schools. Not until 1924 did girls' schools offer the
same course of study and grant the same degrees as boys'.

Another deficiency stemmed from the failure to integrate the
new girls® schools into the preexisting system of higher education,
Even vith the bac, women found themselves excluded from most profes-
sional training at the university level. Blanket application of an
1802 decree stipulating that "no woman can be lodged or received in the
interior of mg'_e_g and Colléges" had given way to a more liberal atti-
tude in the course of the nineteenth century, but access to specialized

programs remained difficult for women.36

Only in medicine, which Duruy
opened to women in 1868, had there occurred a breakthrough prior to the
founding of the Third Republic. Other breakthroughs occurred after
1870, but these brought women face to face with yet another obstacle,
the resistance of the various all-male professional associations. A
long struggle over internships ensued after Duruy permitted women to
attend medical school, for example, and in law, which become available
to women at the university level in 1884, the male-dominated bar re-
fused to admit women until 1900.77

The apparent contradiction between the significant expansion
of education for French women in the second half of the nineteenth
century and its general inadequacy reflected the interplay of social-
sexual stereotypes and political exigencies. The stereotypes that

infused the educational system emphasized woman's special nature and

e rancoise d'Eaubonne, Histoire et actualite du feminisme
(Paris, 1971), 108.

3-]Clark, The Position of Women in Contemporary France,

54=5.
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special destiny. A school inspector at Bordeaux, for instance linked
the two in his 1870 reports:

In the girls' schools as well as the boys', the education
offers all the guarantees of morality which families could de-
sire, The schools are run by teachers, both nuns and lay=-
women, who bring to their task, from the standpoint of moral
education the most attentive care. Both nuns and laity re-
ceive with deference and docility the instructions which are
glven them by the administration. As I always say, devotion
and a sense of duty, generally stronger in persons of this
sex, help to compensate for their weakness in other
respects o o o

A report for Paris in the same year reiterated the special nature theme:
The women teachers, both lay and religious render perhaps
even greater services /than the men teachers/. Their know=-
ledge and teaching ability leave something be desired, but
they are morally superior, more tactful, and more devoted.39
The political exigencies that contributed to the inadequacy of
women's education grew out of the feeling that women represented a
threat to the republic, and, unless weaned from their superstitious
attachment to Church and monarchy, they would undermine French demo-
cracy. "Women must belong to Science or to the Church,® argued Jules
Ferry, one of the chief architects of the expansion, Better education
for girls would not only stabilize the family but would impede the
machinations of the 01d Regime, that "edifice of regrets, beliefs,
and institutions which does not accept modern democracy,® Ferry
maintaineds
In this combat ZSEtween democracy and monarchi7, women
cannot be neutral; optimists who do mot wish to see to the

bottom of things imagine that she does not take part in the
battle, but they do not perceive the secret and persistent

. PHunt, "Feminism and Anti-Clericalism under the Commune,"
19.

1id., 420,
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support that she brings to that group which is on the run
and which we want to drive out forever.

Yet educators must take care lest women lose their femininity, Ferry
warned; a woman's knowledge of science need not exceed the require-
ments of domestic life, nor was it necessary to provide her with pro-

fessional training.

Nexes of Constraints

A fifth and final constraint under which women lived in the
gxpténe masculiniste involved a complex arrangement of attitudes,
customs, influences, assumptions, and practices. Diverse in nature and
variable in impact, these factors could at times interact in such a
way as to give rise to "nexes,” the cumulative effects of which added
yet another dimension to the oppression of French women and the problems
faced by French feminists. An impression of how these nexes worked, as
well as a clearer suggestion of what is meant by the term in this con-
text, can be derived from examining three rather speculative themes.

Two of these themes, immobilization and deflection, attempt to pull
together factors that affected women in general. The third deals with
one of the major obstacles confronted by feminists, the idea of feminism
as an aberrant phenomenon,

French women found themselves immobilized in a mumber of ways.
In respect to spatial movement, the law forbade married women to live
where they pleased or to leave the country without their husbands! con-
sent. No woman, regardless of marital status, could attend political
rallies, according to a little enforced but potentially threatening

law; nor, according to custom, could women sit in the press gallery of

wProst, Histoire de 1'enseignement en France 1800-1967, 268-9.
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the Chamber of Depui.:ies.l‘1 Women could appear in public, although their
numbers might be regulated in times of crisis, but in doing so they
risked humiliation at the hands of the Morals Police. They also en~-
countered inconvenience in Paris, where municipal restrooms for men out-
mumbered those for women 20 to 1. Women could buy train tickets, but
few would travel by rail unaccompanied.42 In respect to personal mo-
bility, the law forbade women to wear pants, while popular styles dictated
dresses of encumbering length, hats of unwieldy size, and corsets of
constrictive and, as a contemporary minority maintained, unhealthy

design."3 Moreover, if the word "movement" can be stretched a bit, the

thbservance of the law excluding women from political rallies
seemed to depend on the prevailing political climate, In 1875, with
fear of reaction in the air, Louis Blanc spoke at St-Mande to a
gathering of 600 men, The women who accompanied them waited in a nearby
garden while the rally took place behind closed doors and windows. A
year later, women attended political gatherings throughout France, in-
cluding a 14 July celebration at the St-Mande hall from which they had
been excluded the year before. L'Avenir des Fermes, 6 August 1876,
6 January, 1877.

kzln 1880 the Union Internationale des Amies de la Jeune Fille,
founded earlier by the Pédération Bratinnique et Continentale, became
the Union des Amies de la Jeune Fille, The importance of the name
change stemmed from a new service, providing intranational, as well as
international, assistance to young female travelers. In France the
Union had its headquarters at Lyon, with an 150 member branch at Paris.
Paris hosted the Union's international congress in 1888, Under the
direction of Mlle., Venet and M, and Mme, Siegried, the Union secured
permission to post its address in French train stations, Bulletin de

1'Union Universelle des Femmes, April 1891,

h’The law forbidding women to wear pants was enacted on 9 Bru-
maire IX, and it remains on the books., Sullerot, Presse, 102, For
an interesting article on the corset controversy, see David Kunzle,
"The Corset as Erotic Alchemys From Rococo Galanterie to Montaut's
Physiologies" in Thomas B, Hess and Linda Nochlin, eds., Woman as Sex

Ob!gct: Studies in Erotic Art, 1730-1970 (New York, 1972),
165.
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atmosphere of sexual repression in which women lived not only impeded
heterosexual expression but threatened as well the freedom to explore
their own bodies. Taboos against the "hideous vice" of masturbation
weighed heavily on both sexes, but for women addicted to this form of
"hysteria" an 1864 surgical report recommended excising the clitoris
and suturing the wvaginal orifice.“ Given these and other restrictions
on women's behavior, it is not surprising that exceptional French women
often adopted male attire, despite the law, or employed male pseudonyms,
as in the cases of George Sand, Daniel Stern, Andre Leo, and the Vicomte

de Launay, Nor is it surprising that they tended to create "distance"

I‘I‘D'Eanbonne, Histoire et actualite du feminisme, 102, In
general in the nineteenth century, wrote John Demos, "the whole subject
of sex was enveloped in a pervasive hush, which remained virtually un-
broken until our own wentietg century. « « Masturbation became the
phobia of the times; to practice this secret sin was to risk intem-
perance, insanity and death. o o For many women, of every status, the
situation was more tortured still an for men/, Recent research on
the history of gynecology has uncovered a demand, in an astonishing
mmber of cases, for the surgical procedure of clitoridectomy, Evi-
dently this was the last resort of women who, contrary to expectation,
found themselves afflected with "sensual™ wishes." John Demos, "The
American Family in Past Time," The American Scholar XLIII (Summer,
1974), 437. A principal cause of female masturbation lay in youthful
drinking, according to an 1886 report to the Societe Francaise de
Tempérance, If young girls drank, explained Dr. A.~J, Devoisins, two
consequences would "almost inevitably” result: premature menstruation
and l'onanisme. Marital drunkenness would also cause women to bear
idiotic, epileptic, and hysterical enfants. Women possessed a
"marvelous" ability to adapt to their "natural destinatiomn,” but the
tramatic passage through puberty bhad to come at the proper moment
without external stimmli: "It is perhaps at that epoch of life when
the sensitivity of woman is the most strangely tormented in a con-
trary sense., It is also without doubt onme of the stormiest periods
of her existence. Her nervous system assumes attributes of the most
accentuated susceptability. Woman effects due to menstrual hemorhage
an excessive irritability, her imagination takes on an unusual acti-
vity, sometimes even disordered, her senses splinter, and among sub-
jects so predisposed, attacks of hysteria or epilepsy appear or recur,
One also ascertains peculiar caprices, bizarre tastes, and changes in
character, that grow into a disposition to melancholy, irascibility,
hypochondria, etc.” A[fber_;]-nl osepl_a?Dewisins, La Femme et 1'alcoolisme,
Paris, 1885, 33=4. For information on the campaign against alcoolisme
in France, see Chapter II,
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between themselves and other women, echoing a version of Madame de
Sta8l's disdainful comment: "I am glad I am not a man, for if I were
I would have to marry a m:nnan."t‘5

The theme of deflection involves some of the various counter—
vailing influences that, from a feminist point of view, "guided" fe-
males into "womanhood" and males into "manhood," rather than both inte
personhood, Legal, religious, economic, and educational constraints
figured in the deflection, of course, but other and perhaps equally
poverful influences assisted in the feminine-masculine bifurcation of
French society, Symbols, or the lack thereof, relate to this theme,
from "La Belle France," an expression for the French collectivity with
“feminine® overtones of moral superiority and honor in need of protec=
tion, to statues and street names, almost none of which paid homage to

unnen.h6 But more harmful in their deflective effect on the women and

ksEdvard Lewis, ed.y The French on Life and love (Kansas City,
1967), 39. The tendency of women to create distance between each other
and to demean each other is characteristic of minority groups. As
with racial and ethnic minorities, women tend to accept the dominant
group's stereotyped conceptions, which result in "mea culpa™ breast-
beating, applying severe moral standards to other women, preferring to
work under men, and finding the company of women repugnant. In short,
"like those minority groups whose self-castigation outdoes dominant
group derision of them,women frequently exceed men in the violence of
their vituperations of their sex." Helen Meyer Hacker, "Women as a
Minority Group,"” condensed in Nona Glazer-Malbin and Helen Youngelson
Waehrer, eds., Woman in a Man-Made World (Chicago, 1972), 39-40,

46According to Larnac, women represented only eight per cent
of the entries in French biographical dictionaries. Jean Larmac,
Histoire de la litterature feminine en France (Paris, 1929), 248,
Dronsart claimed that the decision by the Paris Municipal Council to
name a street after Maria Deraismes in 1896 represented the first
act of this kind, so far as she knew:s "Le quartier n'est pas bean
(square des Epinettes /in the 17th arrondissemeni/), la rue n'est pas
jolie; c'est plutot une impasse, mais enfin le principe est sauf,"
Marie Dronsart, "Le Mouvement Feministe," Le Correspondant, 10 Octo-
ber 1896, 116, 0f the thousands of statues in Paris, according to
Simone de Beauvoir, only ten honor womens three to Jeanne d'Arc and
the others to Madame de Segur, George Sand, Sarah Bernhardt,
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men who feminists sought to convert were female consumerism, the feminine
press, and children's stories.

Female consumerism assumed massive proportions during the
second half of the nineteenth century as municipal entrepreneurs, par-
ticularly Parisians, attempted to tie the provincial market into a new
business phenomenon, the department store, The great names in this
field acquired their start under the Second Empire — Au Bon Marché in
1852, Le Louvre in 1855, Le Printemps and La Samaritaine in 1865 = and
their success stemmed in large part from tapping female purchasing
power, Middle and lower class women could not afford exclusive shops
or follow the example of "fashionable women" who changed their clothes
six or seven times per day, but they could and would participate to some
degree in the arid but everchanging business of style if two require-
ments were met. Prices had to come down, and the identification of
adormment and self, so characteristic of aristocratic circles, had to
filter into the ranks of the other classes, The great department
stores met the first requirement through stocking less expensive, ready-
made goods, and they tackled the identification requirement through ad-
vertisements and other promotional gimmicks, Financially the dual
assault on women proved spectacularly successful., Aristide Boucicaut,
for example, who founded An Bon Marché in 1852 and who "focused his
attention primarily on women, encouraging them to browse and spend

money freely," increased his gross tend-fold to five million francs per

Madame Boucicaut, Baroness de Hirsch, Rosa Bonheur, and Maria Deraismes.
Simone de Beauveir, The Second Sex., trans. by H.M. Parshley (New York,
1952), 122, Draismes' statue, the only one to a woman active in the
organized feminist movement under the Third Republic, was raised in the
Square des Epinettes shortly after her death in 1894j;only its base re-
mains today,
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year by 1860.%7 Against this background of success with the female
walk-in clientele, which made the department store one of the few places
where women could move freely, the prospect of capturing the female pro-
vincial market through highly illustrated mail-order catalogues emerged
as the next logical step to take.t*8

The feminine press, journals about and directed to women, ante-
dated the consumerist phenomenon by over two centuries, The first of
this genre in France, La Muse Historique, appeared in 1650. By 1800
thirty-four journals had come out, two-thirds during the opening decade
of the Revolution, Another seventy-one appeared by 1845, bringing the
total, which included several feminist sheets, to slightly over one
hundred for the period 1650-1845, Since that time and as a correlate
to improved female literacy, an additional 200 to 300 titles have seen
the light of day, Many of these publications proved to be short-lived.
0f the seventy-one that appeared during the first half of the nine=
teenth century, for example, forty-nine folded within two years and

only sixteen survived five years or more., But the few that did survive,

§7S. C. Burchell, Imperial Masquerades The Paris of Napoleon III
(New York, 1971), 67-9.

"8pardiche attributed the general improvement in women's educa~
tion to two factorst: expanded primary instruction and mail-order
catalogues sent into the provinces by the large department stores., He
called the new-style women "created" by these stores ™la cliente~type."
Maurice Bardéche, Histoire des Femmes (Paris, 1968), II, 314-29, Fe-
males outmmbered males throughout the second half of the nineteenth
century in France., According to Darie, there were 38,000 more women
than men in France in 1866, 93,000 more in 1881, 423,000 in 1896, and
617,000 in 1901, Daric, L'Activite professionelle des femmes en France,
15. Van de Walle calculated the total female population in France for
these years as 19,274,100 in 1866, 18,964,700 in 1881, 19,441,600 in
1896, and 19,533,900 in 1901, Etienne Van de Walle, The Female Popu-

lation of France in the Nineteenth Cen $ A Reconstruction of 82
Departments ‘Princeton, New Jersey, 197&;, 125,
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especially those that lasted into or originated under the Third Re-

public, tended to acquire enormous readerships. Le Moniteur de la Mode

(1843-1919) had 200,000 subscribers in 1890, for instance, while Le
Petit Echo de la Mode, which still exists, leaped from a run of 5,000
copies in 1879, the year of its founding, to 175,000 in 1884 and to
210,000 in 1893, Newspapers and magazines of a feminist persuasion, in
contrast, had runs of only a few thousand until 9 December 1897 when,
during the movement's second generation, La Fronde printed 200,000
copies of its first edit.iou.l‘9
In content, the feminine press contributed to deflection by pro-
moting frivolity and by emphasizing neo-traditional roles for women.
The identifiecation of adormment and self that characterized the business
boom in women's goods found an ally in many of the journals of this
genre. Dozens of publications, some of which depended in whole or in
part on industry subsidies, promoted the latest in "mode," "vogue,"
®fashion,” "toilette,” "nouveaute," and "bon ton."° Like the short-
lived mse'g des Modes Parisiennes (1843), they inundated their readers
with "designs of elegant fashions, sketches of ridiculous fashions, dis-

cussions of the latest feminine products, the clamor of the salons,”

otc.51 The emphasis on women's neo-traditional roles involved an

'*9l?or information on the feminine press in France, see: Evelyne
Sullerot, La Presse Feminine (Paris, 1966) and Sullerot, Presse. La
Fronde's initial run of 200,000 copies probably reflects an attempt to
advertise the new venture rather than an indication of the number of
its subscribers.

50 Twenty-eight of the seventy-one feminine journals that appeared
between 1800 and 1845 employed one or more of the following words in
tho'ir titless mode, vogue, fashion, toilette, bon ton, miroir, boudoir,

noyveaute, galant. Sullerot, Presse, 217-8.
SISullorot, La Presse feéminjne, 22.
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exaggerated concern for domestic life, reflected in titles such as La

Mére de Famille, La Femme chez Elle, and Le Bon Ange du Foyer. The

first of the Roman Catholic journals of this type, La Mére de Famille
(1833-6), contributed to a trend that grew in strength throughout the
nineteenth century. This trend effected a juncture between moral im-
peratives, the "Duties" of woman as wife and mother, and the social en-
tity that dominated bourgeois society, the conjugal family., The juncture
in turn amounted to a veritable cult, regardless of religious overtones,
in which "the woman is very forcefully integrated into Ehe :tamilﬂ by
tredition and her role is narrowly dictated to her; while at the same
time ber moral sense is molded in such a way that she tends to think that
she is the one who deliberately chooses, desires, freely accepts that
place, that role, that destiny."52

The third deflective influence, children's stories, arose out of
a combination of factors whose precise formmla is as difficult to deter-
mine as the impact of the stories themselves. Heated exchanges over
breast-feeding and swaddling at the end of the eighteenth century en=-
gendered a voluminous, wide-ranging inquiry into child-rearing in the
nineteenth century. Women found themselves doubly burdened as a result,
saddled simultaneously with heavier child-related responsibilities and
fewer outlets for their own creativity., For some, especially those who
wrote for the feminine press, children's stories represented the best
and, to a certain extent, the only available way to reconcile the con-
tradictions of the double burden. Consequently, dozens of literary=-
minded, child-oriented, middle-aged, Christian women relieved their
frustrations by devoting their talents to the service of youth, The

52$u110rot, Presse, 189.
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women who wrote for Le Journal des Femmeg (1832-8), for example,
authored enough stories to fill fifteen pages of bibliography. With
reprintings, which numbered thirty in forty years for Alida de Savignac's
Les Petits garcons d'aprés nature, the quantity of paper consumed by
such works alone proved enormous. "But what influence have they had,
really,” one might ask along with Evelyne Sullerot, “these women story
tellers who soothed the infancy of so many children and inculcated into
them this moral current, these cliches of vocabulary, these religious
impulses, this subdued Manicheanism and this view of society, their
place and their duties that mark a mentality, a sensibility, even when
the adult does not retain a very clear memory of t.hc:m!"53

The final theme, feminism as an aberrant phenomenon, concerns
the emergence of the idea that women's liberation represented an illegi-
timate social objective. Any protest from whatever quarter against the
systéme masculiniste might engender potentially "illegitimizing" counter-
attacks of a particularly virulent nature. Consequently, by mid-century
French feminists confronted a society that not only imposed countless
constraints on women, but perpetuated as well the idea that feminists,
as advocates of an essentially illegitimate cause, deserved a full

measure of contempt and ridicule.“

531bid., 81-3, 117, 171-k. Quote is on page 173.

5"Elizaboth Janewvay's analysis of myth and role-playing in Man's
World, Woman's Place (New York, 1971) provides an interesting insight
into the stigma., According to Janeway, the social-sex division of
society rests on myth, and "so old is this partition and so built into
our minds and our cultural background that it produces an illusion of
inevitability and revealed truth." (7) "Now the preservation of the
order of the world is the formally stated function and consciously held
purpose of myth,” (42) and "the way myths affect individuals is through
holding up roles for them to play." (70) These roles can either con-
form to the norm or deviate from it. The most common form of deviation



The |
position to
coined the

de.55 I

{s the shif

N playing to

o such shifts
| te be stigm
this for, a
of the moth
whose busin
wonen,” (19
alled "gvyn
nd genera]
tendency: _
Jult by [he
Comection
Heace, in ,
(-] M’ £

\ fn whicy th

| ing s0cia]-

q
l

[

Study of o

43 cone)

lTOup,. It

. d“imted,
al $ppear,

ton, Mor




38
The stigma of illegitimacy did not result from organized op-
position to feminism as such, Indeed, by the time Charles Fourier
coined the word "feminism" in 1808, the stigma had already begun to

aprcad.ss It appeared occasionally in the early nineteenth century.

is the shift from accepted to unaccepted behavior, from positive role-
playing to the mythic opposite, negative role-playing. The effect of
such shifts is to reinforce the prevailing myth by permitting deviants
to be stigmatized as social enemies, Conventional labels illustrate
this for, as Janeway maintained, "if the witch is the dark shadow side
of the mother and the shrew the negative of the public, pleasing women
whose business it is to charm men, the bitch shadows the private, loving
women,” (199) Specific male fears about females == what d'Eaubonne
called "gynophobie” in her Histoire et actualité dg féminisme, 104 ==
and general apprehensions about what may happen next accentuate this
tendency:_ "The role-breaker threatens the order of the universe not
just by /her/ own challenge to it, but by disturbing the accustomed
connection with this order which is felt by other peoples.”" (125)
Hence, in addition to the institutional disabilities that weighed
on women, feminists in France and elsewhere confronted a situation
in which their campaign suffered from the ease with which the prevail-
ing sociale=sex myth could stigmatize them as illegitimate.

One dimension of this process involved vocabulary. In his
study of over 1,500 words that apply to women in France, George C, S.
Adams concluded that "the descriptive terms fall into a number of
groups., In the greatest number of instances unseemly behavior is
designated., Next in importance are terms denoting unattractive physi-
cal appearance, The two types of meaning are often found in combina-
tion, More than half of the terms derive their significance from
the extension of meaning of terms applied to animals (horses, dogs,
etc.), unmentionable parts of the body, and inanimate objects of
various sorts, There are also a fair number of terms used primarily
as injurious epithets, That nearly all of the descriptive terms are
of a derogatory nature is due to the fact that there is a general
tendency, when speaking 111 of a person, to sum him up in a word;
whereas when one speaks well of a person, he usually makes use of
locutions rather than single words.” George C. S. Adams, Words and
Descriptive Terms for ‘Woman' and 'Girl' in French and Provencal and
Border Dialects. University of North Carolina Studies in the Romance
Languages and Literatures, Number 11 (Chapel Hill, 1949), 90,

SSCharles Fourier, Théorie des quatres Mouvements et des
destinées générales (1808),
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Subsequently, as the new word came to be associated with certain critics

and certain types of criticism of the systéme masculiniste, there emerged

a reaction that in retrospect could be called anti-feminist. But not
until the end of the century, when feminism had acquired more support,
did a specific, determined opposition arise. And, even then, this oppo-
sition tended to be both highly individualistic and numerically insigni-
ficant. Théodore Joran devoted a considerable portion of his journalistic
career to combating the "lie of feminism," for example, but he found it
unnecessary to go beyond literary assault. Existing institutions could
supply Joran with whatever additional support his cause might need. His
work on Le Mensonge dg féminisme won the acclaim of the Académie fran-
gaise, while his attack in 1913 on Le Suffrage des femmes earned him the
prix du budget of the Académie des sciences morales et politi.qnu.56
Rather than a product of determined, organized opposition, the

stigma represented the cumulative effect of a wide variety of general

56 Théodore Joran, Le Suffrage des femmes (Paris, 1914). In ad=
dition to Le Suffrage des femmes, Joran' s works on feminism include Le
M_M (Paris, 1905); dg féminisme (Paris, 1906)3

The: actuelle (Pnia, 1907 ] coeur du feéminisme

Parh. 1908); La Trouee feministe (Paris, lqogi; and Les Feministes

t le féminisme (2 vols., Paris, 1910, 1935). He also wrote the
pnfnce to Neera's /Anna Radius Zuccari/ Les Idées d'une femme sur le
1 (Paris, 1908). His non-feminist works reflected an interest
in language and education and included Le Péril de la syntaxe et la
erise de l'orthnggsfhe. recueil de locut§og vicieuses, dresse gar
ordre alphabetique (6th ed., JParis, 1916)and Universite et ensei

t 1ib: dducation (2nd ed,, Paris, 1905). In a
review of Joran's S ffrage, the Earl of Cromer agreed that even
moderate feminists showed defects of character that would "render it
undesirable that direct political power should be conferred on women."
Like Joran, Cromer identified feminists with a trinity of "anarchism,
collectivism, and anti-militarism," seeing in them a threat to family,
religion, and morality. E.B. Cromer, "Feminism in France,"
CCLXXIX (6 December 1913), 589-93. Some of Joran's letters on femi-
nism can be found in BMD, Dossier Misme, For feminist reaction to his

o]a!.:mmll see: L'Entente, June 1906 and Pobnm;'y 1908; Loonllbonnur.
,Pﬂil, 1927§. lE7—8| and La Mdu, 29 November 1908,



impressions &
who could cox
paizn than co:
their attacks
for that matt

the effect of

Preexisting s

' . ' wd, as a cor

s derogatory tr

% significance

3 ........... or the streq,
' . o wiity,

‘ | The

U Plethora 0!

tould hapd)y
xml\l. Th

...........

| U Ples, sacy

.................
.........
............

..........
...........
......

.......



40

impressions and selectively-interpreted incidents. Each had spokesmen
who could command large audiences on occasion, but theirs was less cam-
paign than comment., Few of the spokesmen, despite the virulence of
their attacks, accorded primacy to the struggle against feminism., Nor,
for that matter, did many of them speak out often on the subject. Yet
the effect of their infrequent, passionate remarks proved substantial.
Preexisting sexist attitudes acquired new, more up-to-date reinforcement,
and, as a corollary, feminists found themselves singled out for specific,
derogatory treatment. On a collective scale anti-feminism assumed a
significance inversely related to either the constancy of its purveyors
or the strength of the movement. In short, the stigma had its roots in
ubiquity.

The stigma of illegitimacy drew its operative force in part from
a plethora of "guilts by association,” At the deductive level, feminists
could hardly aveid the popular assumptions that denigrated women in
general, These ran a metaphysical gamut of special natures and special
roles, each of which tended to undermine feminist credibility. Women
were only large children in the eyes of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, for
example, while to others they were even 1953.57 "0h} Monsieur,"
responded a Breton farmer to an inquiry by Ermest Legouve, "I haven't
any childrens I have only daughtem."58 For those who admitted woman's

potential for post-infantile development, there existed other negative

57l..e'on Abensour, La Femme et le Z¢minism avant 13 révolution
(Paris, 1923), 374.

78Charles Laurent, Les Droits de la femmes Droits politiques
(Paris, 1888), 4.
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assumptions. Many believed along with liberal priest Felicite de
Lamennais that women lacked the ability to think: "I have never met a
woman capable of following an argument for half a quar'(.ex\-hour."59 Or,
if women's minds proved sound, they lacked moral integritys "Madame,
remember this," adjured Police Prefect Lacour to an English abolitionist,
"that women contimally injure honest men, but no man ever injures an
honest woman,”

At an inductive level, feminists found themselves associated with
a multitude of individual women who had transgressed the standards of
the gxgtane masculiniste. These too ran a gamit, the whole of French
history. Sometimes, as with Marie Antoinette, the individual might be
referred to by name. At other times, the reference was less precise.
Was the phjlosophe Antoine-Leonard Thomas thinking of Catherine de Medici
and her role in the Saint Bartholomew Day's Massacre of 1572, for
instance, when he wrote that women "lack that calm strength that knows
how to stopt all that is moderate torments them"?61 Occasionally the
individuals had only a collective identity. The Goncourt brothers, for
example, who considered Rousseau to be a great liberator of women, em-
ployed the phrase "pillow govermment"™ to characterize the debilitating
influence of a few women on the Second Empire's ruling elite; and a great

many French citizens under the Third Republic attributed the destruction

59Joran, Les Peéministes avant le Peminisme, II, 309,

6°The objective of the abolitionist movement in Europe was to

eliminate the legal regulation of prostitution, The English abolitionist
to wvhom Lacour spoke was Josephine E. Butler, who needed his permission
to observe conditions in the women's prison of Saint Lazare in 1874,

Josephine E. Butler, Personal Reminiscenceg of a Great Crusade (London,
1896), 129,

61Joran, Les Feministes avant le Feminisme, II, 138.



e ST

P L S

................
.............

D R ]

.....

................

turing the Pa
E’tmlmes.&
course, but t
tend simltan
ad vith the
The s
&d practices
enleavors, I

for example,

fessional g

Frototype in

fhein, Rate:



42
iring the Paris Commne of 1871 to another snall group of women, the
e'troleuses.62 Myth mingled with reality in these attributions, of
urse, but the effect remained., Feminists suffered from having to con-
nd simmltaneously with particular assumptions about women in general
1d with the generalized "sins" of their various "sisters" in particular.
The stigma drew additional force from attacks on specific actions
1d practices of women. Some of these attacks bore directly on feminist
ideavors, In his Alarmes de 1'Episcopat justifiées par faits (1868),
)r example, Bishop Dupanloup warned against the proliferation of pro-
2gsional schools for women, for which Elisa Lemonnier had founded the
rototype in 1862, After a lengthy tirade against positivism, pan-
1eism, materialism, atheism, and Darwinism, Dupanloup concludeds
The truth is that we are confronted by a profound and vast

enterprise of impiety directed against the faith of young French

women. And it is clear that if such a system of education spreads

and prevails for the girls of our country, it would not take two

generations, it would take only one to make of France a nation of

the gggodly and a people such as has never been seen under the

sun.
ther attacks focused on activities pursued by feminists and non-
minists alike. Jules Barbey-d'Aurevilly, for instance, seized on
men's literary works to prove that men alone possessed the ability to
1ink abstractly. "Speak to zravmq§7’neithor of deduction nor reason,"
\rbey-d*Aurevilly urged, "she will obey nothing other than blind

ireflective inpulnes."Gq The slightest acquaintance with female

62p.r an analysis of the petrolenges, see Thomas, The Woman
1cendiaries.

‘FSBiahop Dupanloup (of Orleans), Les Alarmes de1'Episcopat
1stifices les faits, Lettre & un Cardinal par Mgr iEe;g e
Orleans !Paris, 1868).

G&Lnxnac, Histoire de la litterature feminine en France, 34-5.
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publications would reveal their sex-determined inferioritys "Study
their works « « « At the tenth line, and without knowing whose they are,

you are forewarned, you smell woman! Odor di femina." Les bas bleus, as

Barbey-d'Aurevilly called them, resurrecting a derisive label of English
origin, had forsaken their principal function, reproduction of the
species, They had attempted to become men, but "male faculties are as
radically lacking in them as the organ of llercules to Venus de Milo."65
Still other attacks had nothing at all to do with the acts of feminists,
although advocates of women's liberation might respond at times. One
such time occurred in 1865 when a committee of women listened to an
angry reply to Procurator General Dupin who had exoriated women's
"frightening™ addiction to luxury in a speech to the French Senate.66

A fourth and final way in which the stigma garnered force
stemmed from the belief that "uppity" women had attempted to disrupt
the natural, albeit revolutionary, evolution of French society. The
National Assembly in 1850 subscribed to this belief and nearly suc-
ceeded in depriving women of their one and only political right, the
right to petition the legislature.67 Women's participation in the
utopian socialist movements of the 1830%'s also aroused hostility be-
cause, as a turn-of-the-century feminist put it, those movements
amounted to nothing more than "an enormous orgy where giants endowed

with the appetite of ogres gorged themselves on monstrous feasts and

65Ju1es Barbey-d'Aurévilly, Les Bas-Bleus (Geneva, 1968), xxiii.
6601 e Aundouard

yup Le Luxe effrené¢ des llommes, discours temu
dans un comite de femmes (Paris, 1835’.

575ullerot, Presse, 152.
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inmamerable lovea."68 But, above all, the Great Revolution of 1789
served as the principal source for this belief,

Within philesophe circles preceding the events of 1789,
Jean-~Jacques Roussean, who emerged as the foremost anti-feminist
spokesman, perceived women as depraved beings whose primary duty in
1life consisted of constant service to the sex they had "originally"
wrongeds

All education of women should be relative to men, To please

them, to be useful to them, to be loved and honored by them, to

counsel them, to console them, to render their livgg agreeable and

sweet; these are the duties of women at all times,
The Marquis de Condorcet articulated a more advanced position, from a
feminist point of view. He urged equal education and the right to vote
for women, and during the Revolution®'s initial euphoric phase, his
stand seemed to prevail.’’ Women contributed significantly to the
course of events, at first through spontaneous actions like the March
on Versailles in October 1789, then through organized endeavors, such
as clubs, vigilance committees, pamphlets, and manifestoes. But as
euphoria gave way to fear, the Revolution moved leftward and a reaction
set in against women. Condorcet's suicide in 1793 symbolized the shift
in attitude, and the same Terror that hounded him to death quickly pro-
ceeded to close the women's clubs and to arrest their more prominent
members, A few women received death sentences, including Olympe de

Gouges who had written a Déclaration des Droits de la femme et de la

68Ja.ne Misme, "La Vie et la Mort du feminisme," MSS, BMD, 26.

69Joa.n Jacques Roussean, Enile, quoted in Sullerot, Presse, 16.

70Abensonr, La Femme et le Feminisme avant la révolution,
426-8,
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Citoyemne in 1791 and had petitioned the National Convention for the
right to act as defense counsel to Louis XVI.71

But more important than the individual fate of these women was
the attitude displayed by their persecutors. To the Jacobin Chaumette,
an ex-priest, they were “degraded beings who wish to avoid and violate
the laws of nature.,” "Since when,"™ he asked, "is it permitted to women
to abjure their sex and to make themselves men?"72 Despite women's vir-
tues, pronounced Amar, "it is nonetheless true that they cannot apply
themselves to work, to fill the jobs or the occupations to which men
are desi’.:l.ned."73 Like Chaumette, Amar belonged to the Jacobin faction,
and his views reflected those of his more illustrious colleagues, Marat
and Robespierre. But the Jacobins were not the only ones to espouse
this Rouseauiste interpretation of women. Hebert, although executed by
the Jacobins, subscribed to it, and the Thermidorians who overthrew
Robespierre ordered women to remain in their domiciles under pain of
arrest if more than five assembled together in public.‘?" The regime
created by the Thermidorians withstood, in turn, a challenge by a man
of like mind. "French citizens,"™ proclaimed Babeuf, leader of the
Society of Equals, "you are under the regime of ¢ « « o« The Pompadours,
the Dubarrys, the Marie-Antoinettes live again, they are the ones who

govern you, to whom you owe a great part of the calamities that assail

71 jeanne Bouvier, Les Femmes pendant la révolution (Paris,
1931), 283-9,

72Snllerot, Presse, 63-4.
Ivid., 64

To1p34., 65.
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you and the deplorable retrogression that kills your revvoluti.on."75
Three years after Babeuf's execution, Napoléon assumed control of France.
In murturing what the Convention begot, Napoléon confirmed the idea of wom-
an "as an inferior race that an undefined and quasi-divine curse remn-
dered :I.rretr:levable."76 Thus, in addition to the innumerable institu-
tional and social constraints that impeded their efforts, feminists found
themselves excluded from the principles and at odds with the work of their
nation's revolutionary heritage., Hubertine Auclert must have felt both
regret and anger when she remarked in 1882 that "the fourteenth of July

is not a national celebration, it is the apotheosis of :mau;cnl:i.nity."77

The Family

The various constraints imposed on women by the azstéme masg-
culiniste had a specific and immediate objective, to direct women into
family 1ife. There, in the eyes of the sxstéme's defenders, women would
find what familialists in the next century called "fulfillment": the
satisfaction of accomplishing tasks uniquely suited to the female dis-

position, There too, women would find a haven from the corrupting

Oria., 50.
1144., 66.

77La Citoyemnne, 2 July = 6 August 1882, Without doubt the Great
Revolution set in motion processes of change which, over varying periods
of time, positively effected the material and legal conditions of life
for women as well as men, workers and peasants as well as capitalists.
Nonetheless feminists argued (and contimme to argne) that the status of
women, particularly relative to the status of men, did not improve as a
result of these developments, Indeed, they maintained that the rights
of women diminished while the rights of men increased. %It was the
Revolution which, though it established the political rights of men,
destroyed those of women,"™ wrote Winifred Stephens, "Women's Suffrage in
France," Living Age, CCCI (31 May 1919), 555.
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influences that abounded in society at large as well as "protection"
from their own mental and physical flaws. "Women belong to the family,
and not to political society,” Louis de Bonald had written during the
first half of the nineteenth century, "and nature has made them for
domestic cares, and not for public functions."78 At the end of the
century, during an 1891 debate on labor legislation for women, Count
Lemercier drew cheers from leftists and centrists for articulating the
same idea:

Ah} do not forget that it is woman who makes the family,

and the more you leave her to her domestic hearth, the more
you leave her in her own milieu, the more you assure the
peace and the prosperity of the family. 29

Now, the peace of the family is the peace of society.

Nature, in short, prescribed home and family as the sole, legitimate
sphere for women while simultaneously proscribing all activity outside
the foyer.

However, the type of family towards which the systéme mascu-
liniste compelled women in the nineteenth century exhibited a mmber of
nev and startling characteristics. How and why these developed is a
matter of some controversy, but the end product has received apt

description in the imaginative work of Philippe Ariés.so

7®Bonald, Législation primitive, 4li.

79Pra.nce, Journal Officiel, Chambre des Qemte's, 2 February

1891, 185.

80pni11ppe Arids, Centuries of Childhood: A Social History of
Family Life, trans. by Robert Baldick (New York, 1930’, 30k,
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By the nineteenth century, a new concept of family had begun to carry
the days
This powerful concept was formed around the conjugal family,

that of parents and children. This concept is closely linked

to that of childhood. It has less and less to do with problems

such as the honour of a line, the integrity of an inheritance,

or the age and permanence of a names it springs from the unique

relationship between the parents and their children . . « What
counted most of all was the emotion aroused by the child, the

living image of his parents.81

In several respects, particularly in its historical evolution and in its
grip on nineteenth-century French society, the new concept reflected the
aspirations of the middle class, In that sense at least the new concept
can be described as "bourgeois."™ But, although material need prevented
many of the French from putting the new concept into practice and al=-
though the wide-spread utilization of child and female labor in the early
stages of industrialization contradicted the ideal, this bourgeois con-
cept of the family increasingly pervaded the whole of French society.
“Starting in the eighteenth century," Ariés observed, "it spread to all
classes and imposed itself tyrannically on people's consciousness."82

The emergence and institutionalization of the new family concept
had an enormous impact on nineteenth-century French women, As family
life more and more became the only legitimate sphere for women's lives,
women found themselves harnessed to an institution whose general con-
tours bore little resemblance to earlier family types. Gone were the
days of the "big house" where friends, clients, relatives, and proteges
streamed in and out at all hours of the day. Gone too were the "general-

purpose™ rooms where people slept, danced, worked, and ate without aid

81744,

821p14d., 406.



4
k
K
H

..............

of tize-
the offi
bedroams
longer 8
as the n
private
and trad
clude th
and coul
Rakers"
ot only

renoved

bouseho]
'itted,
the hoge
Change v
dency vy
Women' g

tiCQ of
\



49

of time-tables, especially for meals. In their place emerged the cafe,
the office, and the "modern" home with its dining room, drawing room,
bedrooms, etce Within and without, the home had become specialized, no
longer serving as the locus for the larger social dynamic., Everywhere
as the new pattern of home and family spread, wrote Ariés, "it reinforced
private life at the expense of neighborly relationships, friendships,
and traditional contacts.") "One is tempted," Arids reflected, "to con-
clude that sociability and the concept of the family were incompatible,
and could develop only at each other's expense."el’ Women, as "home-
makers" par excellence, thus found themselves "privatized," prohibited
not only from meaningful involvement in public affairs but physically
removed from them as well.ss

In addition to its insulating effect on women, the new bourgeois
household fostered other changes of consequence. Where finances per-
mitted, for example, women found themselves simultaneousdly confined to
the home and cut off from the kind of productive labor that generated ex-
change value, This condition not only left women in a state of depen-
dency vis-a-vis the men in their lives, but laid the base for relegating
women's market influence to consumption. Furthermore, through its prac-

tice of spatial segregation, the bourgeois family accentuated class

831pid.

841114, 407.

85For an interesting interpretation of Arieés' theses in the con-
text of an unique analysis of the subordination of women, see: Shulamith
Firestone, The Dialectic of Sex: The Case for Feminist Revolution (New
York, 1970), 72-10%., For a comparison of Aries to Erik Erikson, see

David Hunt, Parents and Children in Histo The Psychology of Famil
Life in Farly Modern France lNew York, 1970;.
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divisions, Physical distance began to take the place of moral distance,
from which Ariés adduced thats

It was all as if a rigid, polymorphous social body had

broken up and had been replaced by a host of little societies,
the families, and by a few massive groups, the classes o « o
The o0ld society concentrated the maximum number of ways of
life into the minimm of space o « « The new society, on the
contrary, provided each way of life with a confined space o « «
Each person had to resemble a conventional model, an ideal
type, and never depart from it under pain of excommmication.
The concept of family, the concept of class, and perhaps else=
where the concept of race, appear as manifestations of the
same intg%erance towards variety, the same insistence on uni-
formi ty.

Although the general contours of the new family pattern raised
obstacles of critical importance to feminists, particularly in respect
to issues of class and the "creeping isolation™ that left women divided
and scattered, these broad effects represented only half the problem,
The other half stemmed from transformations within the internal structure
of the family. Each of the family's primary components underwent a pro-
cess of redefinition similar to that of the family unit itself, New
conceptions of fatherhood, childhood, and motherhood emerged and grew
in strength as the extended family gave way to the nuclear family., As
a result, women found their "legitimate" sphere of life doubly narrowed,
first by being confined to the home when possible and, second, by
playing there a limited, although not necessarily unpleasant, role.
Indeed, the interplay between these new subconcepts within the framework
of the new, overarching family concept gave rise to a question of funda-
mental importance to feminists: how, given that women tended to find life
in the home not unpleasant, could the ranks of the movement and the re-

foms it espoused expand and succeed?

86&133, Centuries of Childhood, 414-5.
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0f the three subconcepts, fatherhood proved the most ambivalent
and, as & corollary, the most vulnerable to feminist criticism in the
nineteenth century. But this wvulnerability derived less from the new
family concept than from the legal and institutional prerogatives that
fathers exercised over wives and children, In many respects, these pre-
rogatives meshed well with the new concept, but their origins lay in
another world, that of 0ld Regime patriarchy and the counter-revolu-
tionary ideology of men like Bonald, de Maistre, and Le Play. Un~
trammeled paternalism in the form of an absolute right to possess and
to dispose of family matters constituted the essence of this view, "Our
most fatal error,” wrote Le Play, "is to disorganize by State encroach-
ments the father's authority in the family, the most natural and the
most fruitful of autonomies, that which conserves the social bond, in
repressing original corruption, in raising young generations in respect
and in obod:lence."87 Under the new family concept, in contrast, the
significance attached to possession declined in favor of a new prime
idea, affection, "the most important trait of the modern family,"SS
But at mid point in the nineteenth century, this trait, already a cen=-
tury in the forming, exerted only a leavening influence on the older
idea. Proponents of the new concept attacked advocates of the old with
democratic rhetoric (and with some success), while reactionaries lashed
back wvith forecasts of family degeneracy and social disintegration. As
a result, a fev of the wrst patriarchal abuses, notably primogeniture,

87Frcdorie l.e Play, L'Orgapnisation de la famille selon le vra:l

88Pb.ilippe Ariés, "L'evolution des réles parentaux," in
Eamllles d'anjourd'hui (Brussels, 1968), 45.
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gave way., But despite the passion expressed by both sides, the clash
was short-lived, The emergent idea of fatherhood easily bridged the tweo
points of viev by adding a dose of familial sentiment to the considerable
prerogatives that remained,

Compared to the new subconcept of fatherhood, which amounted to
little more tham sentimental patriarchy, the subconcept of childhood
and motherhood represented drastic departures from the past. The modern
idea of childhood, unknown in the Middle Ages, developed in the course
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and "as attitudes towards
the child changed, so did the family itself,"” Indeed, by the end of
the seventeenth century, the child had become "an indispensable element
of everyday life, and his parents worried about his education, his
career, his fnturo."9° During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
"this return of children to the home" gathered additional momentum, For-
mal education eclipsed apprenticeship as "it was recognized that the
child was not ready for life, and that he had to be subjected to a
special treatment, a sort of quarantine, before he was allowed to join
adults,"’} Within the family, which increasingly cut itself off from
the world, all the energy of the group focused on "helping the children
to rise in the world, individually and without collective mbition."92
Children, as a result, found themselves subjected to special dress
codes, special vocabularies, special hygenic regimens, etc., with the

8arids, Ce of Childhood, 365.
Pmid., 403,
Npia., 4l2,
921114., 4ok,
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effect that “family and school together removed the child from adult
socioty."g3 Once removed, children became dependent as never before on
their immediate families, which meant, given the privatization of family
1ife and the outside "responsibilities" of fathers, dependency on their
mothers,

The link between the new subconcept of childhood and the new
subconcept of motherhood can hardly be overemphasized., Without the
counterweight of large-scale social reforms, mothers, or mother surro-
gates, could not avoid the consequences of increasingly dependent
children in increasingly isolated and muclearized households. So long
as men occupied themselves with activities outside the home and
"sociability" remained on the decline, women had of necessity to assume
responsibility for the daily care of their childrem. But regardless of
its causal significance, necessity had little to do with the new notion
of motherhood. Its strength lay, instead, in a series of assumptions
about women and their motherly instincts, assumptions so laudatory and
eventually so popular that necessity seemed to reflect virtue. The fe-
male who failed to live up to these assumptions might be called a femme-
4ragon. But the virtuous, child-centered woman would be called a
Jemme-enfant, or, as in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, a
gg’gm.gk As the later term implies, the virtuous woman's pri-
mary responsibility lay in raising children, This responsibility
involved not only coping with her offsprings' extended childhood but
asserting as well a new attitude towards birth itself. No longer would

Brvid., 413,

9"Ar:l§s, "L'¢volution des roles parentaux,” 53.; Sullerot,
Histojre et sociologie, 78-83.
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she experience, as in the seventeenth century, "a sense of alienation
from the whole reproductive process that reduced ﬁeﬂ to a mere instru-
ment of destiny."95 On the contrary, she would experience that "modern
invention,"™ maternal love. Moreover, she could assert this new attitude
and exercise her “educative" responsibilities because, as the new sub=-
concept held, she and her children shared a kind of purity. Loss of
purity would result from too much contact with affairs outside the home,
but if women remained true to their "destiny" by fulfilling their duties
as vives and mothers, they (and the schools) would carry out society's

most precious charge, the forming of the next generation.

Conclusion
Evelyne Sullerot once asked what the reputation of the National
Convention (1792-5) would be today if it had treated Jews as it treated
women? The scope of the question might easily be broadened, however, to
include, in addition to those few years, the whole of the French ex-
perience since 1792, "Racism begins when the definition of the excluded
individual conjures up an allusion to his nature," Sullerot wrotes
e o o Consequently, all the individuals who partake of
that nature which carries within it the inferiority will be
asgsimilated to a group, even though certain of the indivi-
duals may be intelligent and others stupid, certain honest
and others cheats, certain strong and others weak. Therein
is the essence of racism,
“If we bring this up here,” Sullerot explained, "it is not at all to
evoke pity for the private condition of womens"

e o ¢« It is to demonstrate a mechaniam which functioned
for centuries and contimmes to survive in many ways, and that

9sullerot, Woman, Society, and Change, 63.
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is independent of the political positions taken, at times,
by men of government and men of law,

Unfortunately, from the vantage point of feminists, the systéme
masculiniste exhibited little of that independence, Beneath the fanfare
of revolution and counter-revolution, which lent an aura of profound
change to political developments in nineteenth-century France, the
status of women rapidly and inexorably declined, In that sense at
least, the centuries-old mechanism of "male racism" and the politics of
the moment went hand in hand, Even in the home, the one sphere where
woman's "nature” entailed serious responsibilities, men exercised the
final say-so on all matters of importance. Legalists defended this
situation on the grounds that woman's subordination had nothing to do
with sex, but stemmed instead from the need to preserve "public order”
and to "maintain the unity and integrity of the family."™ But, as the
National Council of French Women reported in 1912, there existed "a
certain number of laws which affect woman and which one can hardly ex-
plain without resort to that idea, no doubt primitive, of the inferiority
of the feminine sex to the masculine sex.”97 In other words, these laws
had their roots in phallocratisme, not ptlglltill.98

But the Code represented only one, and perhaps not the most im-

portant, of the constraints imposed on women by the systéme masculiniste.
The other constraints, particularly the ones that twisted themselves

around the minds and hearts of women, probably carried more weight,

96Sullorot, Presse, 66-7,

My 's Position in the Laws of Nations, 98.

98D'Baubonn¢, Histoire et actualité du féminisme.
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They were the ones that provided the social-psychological base from
which the laws seemed rightly and naturally to flow. Thus, in their

confrontation with the systéme masculiniste, feminists found themselves

locked in battle with a way of life so "ordinary" as to defy awareness
and so complete as to quell protest, In the form that it assumed at
mid-point in the nineteenth century, the systéme masculiniste amounted

to nothing less than a totalitarianism of the commonplace.
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CHAPTER II
CONSCIOUSNESS AND CONTRADICTIONSS

ROOTS, ROUTES, AND ALTERNATIVES OF FEMINIST AWARENESS

Once engaged by their critics, the defenders of the systéme
magculjniste displayed considerable ingemmity. Feminists contimually
found themselves at a distinct disadvantage in the weapons of struggle:
money, mumbers, access to institutional support, and mmch else. Feminists
also had to fight for so long on so many fronts that the gxst&ne's advo-
cates often managed to deflect their assailants into areas of lesser im-
portance, and to offset the loss of one constraint by reinforcing other
constraints. However, the capacity of the defenders to mount counter-
offensives with legal and institutional force represented only one part
of their strength, The other, and perhaps the more significant, part
stemmed from their ability to obscure what feminists perceived as the
essential issue, the oppression of women by men. At a time when acqui-
sition of natural rights commanded the attention of most French men, the
m&g'a proponents effectively convinced the vast majority of women
to view their subordination as natural. Through the double myth of
woman's general inferiority and woman's specific domestic superiority,
women were subtly wedged into a narrow niche of illusion and bondage.
Although the M's supporters could deploy defensive weapons when
the need arose, the double myth tended to prevent opposition from
arising in the first place. Men acquired a classic type of suzerainty

57
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over women, one in which "a dominant group is secure when it can comn=-
vince the oppressed that they enjoy their actual powerlessness and give
them instead a fantasy of power."1

To shatter the illusion of woman's "natural" subordination and to
replace the "fantasy of power” with substantive power constituted the
fundamental objectives of the French feminist movement, These objectives
also reflected the two chief characteristics of organized feminists who,
regardless of sex, no longer believed in absolute male superiority and
actively sought to transfer at least some power into the hands of women.
All feminists exhibited both characteristics to a greater or lesser ex-
tent, but the will to engage in organized struggle depended on prior
awareness of both the fllusion perpetrated by the systéme and the need
to resort to concerted action. This special type of awareness, or con-
sciousness, separated feminists from other reformers who wished to im-
prove woman's lot but only in ways consistent with the fllusion. It
also separated organized feminists from the individuals who saw through
the illusion but refused to join the movement, As a result of this
swareness, feminists obtained a unique minority identity within French
society and even within the broader women's rights movement, Feminists
helped to create the National Council of French Women in 1901, for
example, but ten years later the Council could only count nine femi-

nist affiliates out of a total group membership of 102.2

IShoila Rowbotham, Women, Resistance and Revolution (New York,
1972), 39.

zln addition to the nine feminist groups, the National Council
of Women included the following types ef groups im 1911: Work Assis-
tance (7), Charity (20), Circles and Study Groups (9), Cooperatives (3),
Education (17), Emigration (1), Pacifism (1), Provident Societies (6),
Professional (7), Women's Syndicats (8), Temperance (2), and
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This activating type of consciousness did not, however, engender
uniformity within the movement, Indeed, conflicts within organized
feminism often became as intense as conflicts between the movement and
its outside detractors, Such internal conflicts reflected individual
and collective vagaries in the new consciousness, At the point where
the requisite disillusionment commenced, the complex interplay between
personality and illusion-shattering experiences effected divergent em-
phases in individual awareness, At the collective level, where indivi-
duals shared their mutual disillusionment, the ties that bound strained
and sometimes snapped under the pressure of conflicting goals, strate-
gies and tactics, Thus, although organized feminists achieved a unique
group ideatity, the individuals who built the movement exhibited dif-
ferences in respect to both the roots of their consciousness and the
alternative and contradictory ways in which they translated that con-

sciousness imto action.

Consciousness and Personal Experience: The Case of Clémence Royer

Consciousness can be likened to insight, It lends itself to

" and "I never saw that before!” Its

verbal expressions like "Now I see,
effects are apparent at times, but its essence is within, the product
of intense personal experiences that slant to the core of self-percep~
tion. In respect to feminists, the comcept of consciousness raises

the question of how some people have arrived at an awareness of woman's
oppression. In the specific case of feminist consciousness in France

during the second half of the nineteenth century, it provokes the

problem of how a relatively small number of men and women acquired

Preservationm (12). L'Action Féminine Bulletin officiel du Comseil
Nationa]l des Femmes Francaises, December 1911, 319.
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ingight into the constraints imposed on women by the sxstéme mascu=-
liniste.

A lack of sufficient understanding marks the problem. The inter-
nal process of experiential insight has yet to be grasped, even though
the end product may be observed. Especially difficult to understand
are the emphases and boundaries of consciousness. Feminist conscious-
ness hinges on an awareness of woman's oppression, but concern for
woman's plight remains neither the exclusive property of feminists nor
their only concern, Marxists, for example, acknowledged the scourge of
pagculinigme, but only as a consequence of the class struggle. Femi-
nists in turn expressed concern for the working class, but accorded
priority to the sex struggle. Alongside their divergent insights into
sex and class oppression, feminists displayed a passionate interest in
questions ranging from republicanism and anti-clericalism to vegetarianism
and anti-vivisectionism,

Despite its puzzles, the concept of consciousness provides a
frame of reference for assessing the intense personal experiences that
brought a minority of women and men to feminism, If its internal mech-
anism remains unclear, the concept nonetheless focuses attention on the
dynamic interplay between the objective situation and the ways in which
individuals responded to it. Clémence Royer (1830-1902), for example,
lived at the edge of organized feminism, lending her name and occa~
sionally her presence to the movement while drawing back from a full
commitment to it., Science dominated her endeavors, which included the
first French translation of Charles Darwin's The Origin of Species and

earned her Ermest Renan's ironic accolade as “a man of gtmitm."3 Royer

3Bﬂ), Dossier Royer.
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also displayed a decided elitism, particularly on the suffrage subject.
The electorate included too many incompetent male voters, she argued in
1898, to risk enfranchising women who remained under the thumb of the
Church, But if her interest in science and her aversion to the contem=
porary state of the masses removed her from full participatiom in

organized feminism, Royer's experience of the systdme masculiniste
mirrored that of those who built the movement, In 1895, a few years
after the Second French Congress for Women's Rights, Royer expressed

in a "Testament™ her anguish at having been born a woman into the nine-
teenth century:

Victim of the prejudiced who still oppose the intellectual
development of woman, I have labored all my life without reward,
to enlighten a blind humanity that has done nothing but raise
obstacles to the edification of my philosophical work, closing
schools, [pniversiti7 chairs, and laboratories to me, All that
I know 1 have seized through determined struggle and I have had
to forget all that had been taught to me in order to learn anew
for myself,

I shall carry with me into the tomb useful truths that
others will have to discover again. Because I have had the mis-
fortune to be born & woman, I have lacked all means of expressing,
expanding and defending my thoughts and I have done only the
smallest part of what I could have done, 1 shall die cursing
human stupidity and deploring having been borm into an epoch of
intellectual decadence, into an old world gripped by a senile
dementia, which under the pretext of art, turning its back on
reason, is prepared to return once again to a former time and to
abandon itself to a new era of morbid mysticism that will entail
its retrogression and secial dissolution.

Although Clemence Royer exhibited a limited commitment to the
movement, her bitter reflections pinpoint the experiential root of
feminist conscieusness, In the objective situatiom created by the
systime masculiniste, Royer and ethers confronted two interrelated
ph.n;-‘naa the relative decline in woman's status during the previous

three or four generations; and the immediate impact of the syst on

Ibid.
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women's lives, Most organized feminists refrained from expressing
Royer's fear of a "new era of morbid mysticism,” but they exhibited a
lively awareness that the contemporary trend in favor of the rights of
man had brought few benefits to women, In immediate impact, Royer's ex~
perience with academic sexism found a greater echo among organized
feminists, but obstacles to women's education represented only ome of
the ways in which the righteousness of man contributed to feminist

consciousness,

The Rights and Righteousness of Man

The trend in favor of the rights of man introduced a glaring comn-
trast between the new constraints that exacerbated woman's long-standing
subordination and the new freedoms that others began to enjoy. Im the
sixteen years from 1848 to 1864, legal emancipation came to serfs im
Europe's two major feudal empires, Russia and Austria, and to slaves in
the western hemisphere's emerging industrial empire, the United States.
Throughout the nineteenth century, collectivities achieved liberation
through national independence movements., Italy, Germany and a host of
smaller countries freed themselves from outside domination while women
remained, "so perfectly colonized that they policed one another.“S Re-
publican and national sentiment mitigated the contrast in some cases.
FPeminist affinity for democracy dulled the significance of serfdom's
demise in autocratic Russia, while feminist antipathy towards Germany,
especially after the disastrous France-Prussian War of 1870-71, pro-
voked chauvinistic complaints about naturalized Prussian males enjoying

the rights of Frenchmen, rather than a comparison between Germany's

SRowbotha-, Women, Resistance and Revolutiom, 39,
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recently attained independence and woman's continuing dependence.6 But
where liberation occurred within a democratic setting removed from
French national interests, the contrast stood out., Abraham Lincoln's
emancipation of American slaves, for instance, prompted French femi~
nists to protest against the implication that negroes deserved libera-
tion more than women and to see in John Brown a negative model for their
own frustrating campaign.

However, the central feature of the rights contrast lay in the
extraordinary progress made by men under the systime masculiniste.
French men reaped the benefits of change both in terms of revolutionary
gains for themselves and reactionary gains over women, The reactionary
gains preserved and enhanced male prerogatives in defiance of a protest
by women to the National Assembly of 1789:

You have destroyed all the prejudices of the past, but

you allow the oldest and the most pervasive to remain, which

excludes from office, position and honour, and above all from
the right of sitting amongst you, half the inhabitants of the
kingdom.7

The execution of Olympe de Gouges, who had drawn up a Declaration of the

Rights of Woman to supplement the Assembly's Declaration of the Rights

of Man, symbolized the century-long reaction, Article X of de Gouges'
Declaration hauntingly reads: "Woman has the right to mount the

scaffold; she ought also to have the right to mount the tribune."8

6ﬂubcrtine Auclert called Prussian males who became nationalized
French citizens "Schwartz's.” La Citoyenne, December 1887,

7Rowbothau, Women, Resistance and Revolution, 39.

8por the complete text of Olympe de Gouges®' Déclaration des
Droits de la Femme et de Citoyenne, see Bouvier, Les Femmes pendant
la révolution, 283-89,
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The positive gains that accrued to men took longer to secure, But
gradually, joltingly, the locus of authority in nineteenth century
France shifted from the hands of one or a few men to many men, Occasion=
ally technical rights for the mass male served as a facade for one-man
rule, as when the Second Empire preserved universal manhood suffrage
(enacted in 1848) but drained its substance into authoritarian institu-
tions, Setbacks also occurred, as when Louis Napoleon reimposed censor-
ship, nullifying press freedoms gained during the Revolution of 1848,
But if the Second Empire sapped universal manhood suffrage of its demo-
cratic content, women had not even the illusion of the vote, and the
principle of female exclusion from the electorate survived throughout
the Third Republic., If Louis Napoleon crippled freedom of expression,
men could at least engage in journalism at all levels, whereas press
laws between 1852 and 1881 denied newspaper directorships and political
commentary to uomen.9 Advances made in the name of the rights of man
meant exactly that: more power and more privileges to more men, Birth
less and less determined the relationship of males to each other, but
to feminists aware of the growing contrast in rights between women and
men, the emerging social order had all the earmarks of a neo-feudal
“reyalty of scx."lo

Interrelated but perhaps more critical to feminist consciousness
than the trend in favor of the rights of man was the immediate impact

of those rights on the daily lives of women, Legal, institutional and

9?. W, J. Hemmings, Culture and Society in France 1848-1898:
Dissidents and Philistines (New York, 1971;, 51=673 Sullerot, Presse,
124-26,

loLa Citoyenne, 5 February - 4 March 1883,
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ideological constraints struck women at every level of French society,
affording innumerable opportunities for individuals to experience the
righteousness of man, Degrees of personal contact with these constraints
varied greatly, but that often meant little., Feminist consciousness
consisted of an amalgam of experience in which the vicarious often
interacted with the direct, An impression of the centrality of exper-
ience in feminist consciousness can be derived from a brief examination
of the constraint of the double standard, of the limits of educationm,
and of two of the many incidents that provoked women into print,

The double standard had several legal dimensions: adultresses
faced harsher penalties than adulterers; men could file maternity suits
but women could not press paternity claims; and men, because they com=
mitted more such acts, more often benefited from condonation of “crimes
of passion,” In their enforcement, the Morals Police focused exclusively
on prostitutes, rather than their male customers, and occasionally arres-
ted innocent women., Feminists voiced unanimous opposition to these prac-
tices, but few experienced them directly, That was unnecessary: women
did net have to commit adultery, bear illegitimate children, kill
lovers, or fall victim to the Morals Police to become aware of the
double standard; they had only to read the daily press, There, amid ad-
vertisements for perfumes and parasols, they could vicariously experience
an endless account of abortions, infanticides, abductiens, suicides,

maimings, and -urders.n The blood of unfortunate women ran thick across

lltor instances of maimings and murders, see Madame Anne Levinck,
Les Femmes qui ne tuent ni ne votent (3rd ed., Paris, 1882), 13-15,
Although estimates vary, the abortion rate in nineteenth-and twentieth-
century France was certainly high. Doctor André Cauchois calculated
that there was one abortion for every live birth, Démographie de la
Seine Infdrieure (Rouen, 1929), 248, cited in Wesley D, Camp, Marriage
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these pages, and when life itself was not at stake, acid disfigurements
burned their way into headlines and column-fillers. Anarchist Louise
Michel scoffed at feminists for expecting legislators, even women legisla-
tors, to prevent the prisons and the sidewalks from continuing to vomit
legions of unfortunates one onto another.12 But the object of her con-
cern, as distinguished from her anarchist solution to the problem,
attracted the attention of many, At the turn of the century, French
feminists collected 3,000 signatures on a petition begging Queen Victoria
to spare the life of Louise Masset, condemned to death for infanticide,
They refrained from arguing the merits of Masset's particular case, at-
tributing the crime in part to pressures exerted on women by Britain's

version of the systime masculiniste, On 9 January 1900, the appeal for

mercy having failed, Masset's execution at Newgate ushered in another

13
century,

nd the Family i{n France since the Revolution: An Essay in the Histo
af Population (New York, 1961;, 113, Simone de Beauvoir estimated that:
in France abortions number each year from 800,000 to 1,000,000 == about
as many as there are births =~ two thirds of those aborted being married
women, many already having one or two children.” Beauvoir, The Second
_S_g, 135.

Most feminists limited their illegal activities to civil disobe-~
dience. A few bore "illegitimate” children, Cl&mence Royer and Marguerite
Durand for example. Doctor Madeleine Pelletier (1874-1939) ran afoul of
the law feor practicing abortion and ended her days in an asylum, On the
eve of the First World War, Marie Denizard, editor-in-chief of Le Cri
des Fesmes founded in March, 1914, stood trial for attempted murder after
threatening the life of an officer who tried to evict her for non-payment
of rent. She was convicted, but fined enly 25 francs due to a psychologi-
cal report which described her as unstable and megalomaniacal. The report
findings probably reflected Denizard's feminist activity; she ran for
the Chamber in 1910 and for the Presidency in 1913, The only feminist
who committed & crime unrelated to the tactics and goals of the movement
was Hera Mirtel (1868-1931), who was sentenced to twenty years at hard
labor for killing her second husband in 1920, For further information
see the relevant dossiers at the BMD,

12

1314 Pronde, 30 December 1899; 10-12 January 1900.

La Citoyenne, September 1885,
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Women encountered innumerable alienating obstacles in educationm,
the constraint that had so enraged Clémence Royer, Some incidents in-
volved matters of relatively minor importance., In 1897 the national
university administration forbade women teachers to wear pants or to
ride bicycles; a year later male students jeered the first women to
attend the Ecole des Beaux-Arts.la Others concerned matters of major im=-
portance, two of which related to the baccalauréat,

In the early 1860's, at the beginning of the generation that
built the feminist movement in France, thirty-eight year old Julie Daubié
succeeded in passing the bac examination before a jury at the University
of Lyon, Her success eventually opened the examinations to other women
in Lyon and elsewhere, but at the time the Minister of Public Education
refused to award her the degree. Moreover, the Minister persisted in
his refusal until a man, Frangois Barthélemy Arlds-Dufour (1797-1872),
traveled from Lyon to Paris, personally confronted the Minister, and re-

turned with the diploma in his pocket.15

laJournal des Femmes, December 1897; La Fronde, 28 November 1898,

When the French parliament opened L'fcole Nationale des Beaux-Arts to
women in 1897, the school's administration attempted to circumvent the
reform by setting up suxiliary courses for women., Protests emnsued
adnetheless, causing a month-long closing of the school. With the
school's reopening, women secured full student status, but of the 180
who applied for the year 1897-98, only two were admitted. Three women
attended in 1898-99, Almanach Féministe 1899 (Paris, 1899), 52-53,

15L‘on Richer, La Fegpe libre (Paris, 1877), 100, Daubié was
also the first woman to earn a ticense 2s lettres, and in 1871 she
founded the Association pour 1l'Emancipation de la Femme with Arlés-
Dufour as president, She died im 1874, leaving behind an ynfinished
dectorate and a monumental study of La Femme pauvre au XIX sidcle
(1866)., Her Association died with her, Arlds-Dufour also rose to the
defense of professional schools for girls in a Réponse 3 M, Dupanloup,

membre de 1'Institut, évéque d'Orléans, sur sa Lettre & um cardinal,
denoncant les &coles professionnelles de filles, la ligue de l'enseigne-

ment, les cours publics autgrisés, le matérialisme et 1'&cole de
decine de Paris, les francs-macons, les positivistes, les Saint-
Simoniens, etc,, etc, (Paris, 1868) His report was "authored" by




-5 aights,
o des Fesx
ad Indu
i policy o
< g pressed
v . SN whether
out rega
¥ - } 5id the req:
S schools
4 . 1o advised
i Educatic
. 13 .
. Bl eXtreme
s §
. ] b mn's
va '
.... %
RN
|
. t Cltion 1
. . ,"!.'. .\
le ,
: BE 1&
. €L e e e i e e e et e e %
J
S ' : 35 megy

. T PR L. PR . . - .. . . S “I‘r’ ‘
...... E T ...'..... . .~. e e e e e e B T .: . Pro.l\de
Lt e e e e . e ek e e - e e - . e - . »



68

In 1899, a decade after the Second French Congress for Women's
Rights, a delegation from the feminist Ligue Frangaise pour le Droit
des Femmes paid a visit to Alexandre Millerand, Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Millerand, a socialist who had violated his party's
policy of non-participation in bourgeois cabinets, had previously ex-
pressed support for women's rights, The delegation wanted to know
whether he would live up to his words by hiring ministry personnel with-
out regard to sex, Millerand agreed on condition that women possessed
the requisite qualifications, meaning the bac. Reminded that girls'
schools could only grant the standard diplSme de fin d'études, Millerand
advised the delegation to take its complaint to the Ministry of Public
Educatlon.l6

That recourse hardly portended redress. The Ministry of Educa-
tion called on the newly-expanded system of girls' schools to perform an
extremely narrow mission, typified by the award in 1891 of the Ministry's
woman's prize to Georges Guéroult's Du R6le de la femme dans motre remo-
vation sociale, Guéroult, whose R3le also won a first prize frem the
Société Nationale d'Encouragement au Bien, maintained that too much edu-

cation would draw women away from agriculture and break up the family,

“les membres du conseil autorisé par Prosper Barthél Enfantin pour
1'exécution de ses dernilres volontés."

By 1890, 202 non-feminine" degrees had been awarded to women:
35 medical doctorates, 69 bacs in science, 67 bacs in letters, 16
licenses, and 2 degrees in pharmacy., Schools in Paris granted 102 of
the 202 degrees, Le Droit des Femmes, 7 September 1890,

16goggggl des Fepmes, December 1899, Perhaps the delegation

should have been forewarned, for the month before in November 1899,
Millerand had instituted a new pay scale at the Ministry of Posts
and Telegraphs, starting women at 1,000 francs per year with a top
salary of 2,200 == less than men at both ends of the scale. La
Fronde, 3 November 1899,
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Domestic skills and religious indoctrination along the lines spelled
out by Bishop Fénelon in the seventeenth century would suffice to enable
women to accomplish their divine mission as guardians of the home and
raisers of children., "Instead of bachi2res, licencifes, doctoresses,
make good Christians, good housewives, educated women without doubt,”
wrote Guéroult."I am in favor of education as much as can be, having
the honor to belong myself as member and lauréat to a Société d'In-
struction et d'Education Populaires, but an education limited to comn-
form to their sex, their condition, the mission that Divine Providence
has confided to them; make girls modest, pious, reserved, charitable,

thtift’ol7

17ceorges Guéroult, Du R6le de la femme dans notre renovation
(Caen, 1891), 7-8, Guéreult's reliance on Bishop Fénelon

1651=1715) as a guide for women's education under the Third Republic
reflected the belief that the family constituted the basis of society
and that women represented the basis of the family, With that belief

in mind, Fénelon had inspired Madame de Maintenon (1635-1719) to create
the first lay school fér girls in France at Saint-Cyr. Through the
instruction provided there, Fénelon hoped to steer women away from
frivolity, which he identified with the French court and which led
Maintenon to reduce reading materials to an absolute minimum, and to
revive the middle ranks of the nobility by training women to become
“professional” wives, mothers, and estate managers, Fénelon dis-
trusted women, but he recognized their potential as a collective force
for social transformation, Leaders of the Third Republic also recog-
nized that potential, with the result that, despite the shift from
aristocratic to bourgeois values, they ascribed to women a similarly
limited but exalted role. Thus, although the Third Republic's educa-
tion reforms affected many more women than Fénelon's, the effect was
roughly the same; to control women and to employ them as a force for
social change, rather than to permit women to develop their individual
talents., Seet Carolyn Lougee, "The Impact of Fénelon and Madame de
Maintenon: Education of Women for Domestic Fulfillment in the Late
Seventeenth Century,” and Karen M, Offen, "French Feminists Challenge
the Third Republic's Public Education for Girls: The Campaign for
Equal Access to the Baccalaureate, 1880-1924," papers read at the annual
American Historical Association Comvention im December, 1973; Madame
Pauline Rebour, "L'fducation civique des Femmes,” Bulletin 1914-1916,
(Uniom Frangaise pour le Suffrage des Femmes), 72-77; Frangois de Salig-
nac de La Mothe-Fénelon, Education des filles (Paris, 1687); and Larnac,
Histoire de la littérature féminine en Framce, 95-100.
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By the end of the movement's first generation, roughly 1889,
feminism had acquired sufficient momentum to generate reams of printed
tracts, But at the outset of that generation, before organized efforts
provided a propaganda base, most printed protests against the systime
masculiniste took the form of highly individualistic responses to
specific incidents, These responses contributed to the common critique
and engendered an impetus to organization, but their initial motivation
and essential quality was reactive., Stung by displays of the righteous-
ness of man, a few women felt provoked enough to discharge their anguish
in angry protests, Some of these protests barely survived the moment of
their publication, Others lived on for years, depending upon the im-
portance of the provocative incident, the stature of the "righteous”
opponent, the longevity and prestige of the feminist writer, and whether
or not the protest conformed to the movement's subsequent "line,”

An example of short-lived protest occurred in the mid-1860's
after Procurator Genmeral Dupin launched an attack in the Senate on wo-
man's “frantic” addiction to luxury., At least two pamphlets appeared
in reaction. Ome pointed out the hypocrisy of males who blamed “good"
women for dressing well while they themselves lavished finery on
courtesans, It also stressed the importance of the fashion industry to
the French cconony.la The second pamphlet acknowledged the seriousness

of Dupin's attack but turnmed it against him:

la”ubnan creates luxury, luxury creates industry, industry trans-
forms man . . .  The proscription of luxury! but that is suicide for
France, and not only for economic France, but also for artistic France,
Our werkers would have to emigrate, and our artists throw themselves
into the Seine with heavy stonmes round their necks."” Olympe Audouard,

Le luxe des femmes: réponse d'une femme 3 M, la Procureur Général
Dupin (Paris, 1865), 26-27,
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A horrifying pest, an evil that spreads terror, is ravaging
French society! . . . This scourge, this pestilential evil, this
enemy of all good social economy is LUXURY ., . . [pu£7 much more
disastrous than the luxury of women is that of men (Qui, trds-
bien! trds-bien!) You see: these men have invented clothes for
the morning, the afternoon, the woods, the track, the evening,
the hunt: wuseless fantasies, prolific in ruinous expenses,l
The author of these two pamphlets, Olympe Audouard, also expressed
her anger in a book, Cuerre aux Hommes (1866). Audouard charged that men
made sport of women, trading on their faults and reputations and forget-
ting the sex of their own mothers, sisters and daughters., Misery ruined
women, not luxury, and that misery was always the fault of men,
Audouard concluded that male egotism constituted the root of social dis-
integration, accounting for why "woman is neither free nor happy in
Ftnnc.."zo The publication of Guerre aux Hommes coincided with the
refusal of the Second Empire to permit Audouard to transform her artistic
and literary journal, Le Papillon, into a political sheet, a right re-
served to males only. The following year she appealed directly to the
French legislature for women's equal civil and political rights, and,
although she gained no relief, her use of the petition foreshadowed a
tactic repeatedly employed by feminists under the Third Republic.21

Several years before the controversy over luxury, two other pro--

tests of more profound and enduring impact appeared. Both came in

1901ymp¢ Audouard, Le luxe effréné des hommes, 5-7.

2°Andouard, Guerre aux Hommes, 57, In reaction to the male prac-
tice of categorizing women, Audouard described fifteen "villinous types"
of men ranging from the “toad” and the "chameleon" to the "sphinx" and
the "skilled compromiser of women,”

2101ynpo Audouard, Lettre sux d€putés (Paris, 1867)., See also:

Baron Marc de Villiers, Histoire des clubs de femmes et des légions
d'Amazons 1793-1848-1871 (Paris, 1910), 381-82; L&on Abensour, Histoire

général du féminisme (Paris, 1921), 267,
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response to the publication of Pierre-Joseph Proudhon's La Justice dans

la Révolution et dans 1'Eglise (1858)., Proudhon exercised emormous in=-

fluence, particularly among workers in France, and the scope of his
assault on women went far beyond matters of dress and frivolity., 1In
1866, a year after his death, the French section of the International
Workingman's Association paid tribute to Proudhon's persuasiveness by
adopting a resolution barring women from work outside the home, 1In
Proudhon's eyes, women embodied inferiority. Men exceeded them in
physical strength by a ratio of three to two and, because muscle power
correlated to brain power, men had the same edge in intelligence:
"Woman has a false mind, irremediably false . . . Woman is the desolation
of the just e o o

From the moral point of view as from the physical and intel-~

lectual points of view her comparative value is again 2 to 3,

And since society is constituted on the combination of these

three elements: work, science, justice, the total value of man

and woman, their productivity and consequently their portion

of influence, on a comparat%;e basis, will be 3 x 3 x 3 1is to

2x2x2, that is 27 to 8,
Woman might improve through education, Proudhon conceded, but her destiny
remained uniquely domestic., As housewife she assumed her rightful place
in society; outside the home she became a whore. She must cultivate her
"beauty,” her "charm,” and her "juvenile grace" in order to stand in
proper relationship to man: "As the face of woman is the mirror in
which man acquires respect for his own body, so the intelligence of wo-

man is also the mirror in which he contemplates his genius."23

zzPictrc-Joseph Proudhon, De la justice dans la Révolution et
dans 1'Eglise (3 vels., Paris, 1858), III, 375, Cited in Charles

Thiébaux, Le Féminisme et les socialistes depuis Saint-Simon jusqu'a
nos jours, (Paris, 1906), 88, 91, 92-93,

23Proudhon, De la justice, III, 380, Cited in Thi&baux, Le
Féminisme et les socialistes, 95, See also Chapter I, Most French
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The first of the two significant publications protesting Proudhon's

ideas appeared in the same year, appropriately entitled ldees anti-

proudhoniennes sur 1'amour, la femme, et le mariage. Twenty-two year
old Juliette Lamber wrote the book in just two months, finding it impos-

sible "to oppose to his reasons mixed with injuries the disdainful silence
that ordinarily rewards those who speak a certain language." Proudhon,

she wrote,

represents force, since he is mans as for me, weakness, since

I am woman, But there is one thing above force, the truth . . .
The cause that I defend will succeed, but not without combat and
effort. It needs to be defended against some, against many,
Yesterday, it was against the adversaries of progress; today,
against M. Proudhon; tomorrow perhaps, against the friends of
progress and misunderstood liberty. h

Lamber feared Proudhon's "power of proselytism":

His doctrines on woman are extremely dangerous; they express
the general feelings of men who, regardless of the party to which
they belong, progressives or reactionaries, monarchists or re-
publicans, Christians or pagans, atheists or deists, would be
delighted to discover the means of reconciling at the same time
their egotism and their conscience in a system that would permit
them to preserve the benefits of exploitation based on force,
without having to.fear protests founded on right.25

socialists subsequently repudiated Proudhon's extreme position. "Whore
or housewifel™ wrote Jules Guesde in the Socialiste of 12 October 1890,
"nothing less conforms to the truth than this famous dilemma of
man-made sophism , . « + No, the place of woman is no longer in the
home as before., Like that of man, it is everywhere, everywhere where
her industry can and wants to be employed." Jules Guesde, En Garde!

contre les contrefagons, les mirages et la fausse monnaie des reformes
bourgeoises; polemiques zParis, 1911;, 157-58.,
24

Juliette Lamber, Idées anti-proudhoniennes sur 1'amour, la
ferme et le mariage (2nd ed., Paris, 1861), 13.

251bid., 41-k2.



Lasher |

wasn's

of her f

I
welfare
Your par
wozen tc
to them:

I
vill
for

. thor
be m
can

B
int
duty
neeg
{nte
doud
sort

!',
3
5
)1

..............

e
=
»
~~
L J
[
-4
—

..... P
{om” L



74
Lamber granted that men like Proudhon meant well; she too objected to
woman's passion for frills, and she acknowledged the marked backwardness

of her female contemporaties.26
Proudhon responded graciously to Lamber's book: "If it is the

welfare of women that you wish to serve,” he wrote, "then count me among

w27

your partisans, But to Lamber's mind the solution was not to confine

women to the home, as Proudhon maintained, but rather to open new careers

to them:

It i{s not in limitimg the scope of her activity that they
will arrest this disorder, but rather by opening up new channels
for the wholesome play of her energy. Women must be educated
thoroughly, and, wherever possible, professionally. They must
be made productive, Work alone has emancipated man, Work alone
can emancipate woman. . .

But do not let me be accused of undervaluing woman's role
in the family; I, like Proudhon, believe that a woman's first
duty is to be wife and mother, But I maintain that family life
need not absorb all woman's activities, physical, moral and
intellectual., The part of a broody hen is honourable without
doubt, but it is not suited tg everyone, neither is it so ab~
sorbing as it is represented. 8

Lamber concluded that progress depended on the cooperation of men and
women as equals:
A mere glance at the history of mankind will suffice to

show that among nations civilization is in proportion to the
part played by woman, to her influence, te her moral worth;

26As Madam Adam, Lamber wrote in 1885 that "it seems to me that,

here in France, ambition comes to women before the search for merit, . .

It is necessary first to require of those we emancipate the proof that

demands for their rights rest on knowledge of their capacity, that is

to say, their duties,” Le Droit des Femmes, 6 September 1885,
27Proudhon, La Pernocratie ou les femmes dans les temps modernes

(Paris, n.d.), 17, Cited in Thifbaux, Le Féminisme et les socialistes,
101,

280£tcd in Winifred Stephens, Madam Adam (Juliette Lamber) La

Grande Francaise: From Louis Philippe until 1917 (New York, 1917,
60-61,
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and as civilization increases, the greater will be the value
set upon the position accorded to woman, 2

Two years later, in 1860, Jenny d'Héricourt published the second
major reaction to Proudhon. An older, experienced writer with an es-
tablished reputation, d'Héricourt had already written an article on
“"Proudhon and the Woman Question” for the Revue Philosophique of

30

December 1856, She seized on the publication of Justice to respomd to

Proudhon and others of similar persuasion in La Femme affranchie; ré-

ponse i MM, Michelet, Proudhon, E, de Girardin, A, Comte et aux autres

novateurs modernes, In a manner similar to Audouard's subsequent Guerre,

d'HEricourt explained her position and declared her objective:

29Ibid., 59. According to Lamber, the Second Empire's censors

initially banned all of Proudhon's Justice except for the part that
dealt with women, Idées anti-proudhoniennes, 12, In her personal life,
Lamber underwent one of the more common experiences afforded to women
by the systdme masculiniste. Family pressure drove her into an early
and unsatisfactory marriage, With divorce unavailable, she attempted to
arrange a legal separation, After lengthy negotiations, her husband,
who exercised control over her property and royalties, agreed to settle
for 15,000 francs, His death in 1867 on the eve of the formal agree-
ment ended the dispute and led Lamber to record that day as one of the
happiest of her life. A year later she married Edmond Adam, Juliette
Lamber, Mes sentiments et mes idfes avant 1870 (6th ed., Paris, 1895),
131-34,

3°Jenny d'Héricourt, La Femme affranchie; réponse 3 Michelet,

Proudhon, E, de Girardin, A, Comte et sux autres novateurs modernes
ZBtusscls, 1860), The Second Empire's censors initially banned La
Femme affranchie, but the Emperor lifted the ban after he received
a personal appeal from d'Héricourt, The quotations are taken from

the English edition: Madame d'Héricourt, A Woman's Philosophy of
Woma franchised: swer to Michelet, Proudh

Girardin ouvé, Comte, and other Modern Innovators (New York,
1864), 33,
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In marriage, woman is a serf,
In public instruction, she is sacrificed.
In labor, she is made inferior,
Civilly, she is a minor.
Politically, she has no existence,
She is the equal of man only when punishment and the
payment of taxes are in questionm.

I claim the rights of woman, because it is time to
make the nineteenth century ashamed of its culpable
denial of justice to half the human species.31

Why, she asked, should women criticize Michelet's ostensibly sympathetic
La Femme and L'Amour? "Because to him woman is a perpetual invalid who
should be shut up in a gynoeceum,” she answered, He differed from
Proudhon only in style: “the first is as sweet as honey, and the second
as bitter as wormwood. . . We will therefore castigate him /Michelet/
only over the shoulders of M, Proudhon, who may be cannonaded with red
hot shot,"32

D'Hé€ricourt's other targets received more gentle treatment, She
made a distinction between Comte's "priestly" assertion of woman's inm-
feriority and his positivism, a mode of analysis she hoped others would
employ to a better end, Legouv€, Girardin, and the "other modern in-
novators,” mostly utopian socialists, received praise for compassion
but blame for enveloping the woman question in mysticism:

Excuse me, brothers, from joining in your theological dis-

cussion; my wings are not strong enough to follow you iamto

the bosom of God, in order to assure myself whether he is
spirit or matter, androgynous or not, binary, trinary,

311bido ’ ix-x,

32

Ibid., 17, 20, “Woman, according to Michelet, is a being of
a nature opposite to that of man,” wrote Audouard; Wa creature weak,
always wounded, exceedingly barometrical, and consequently, unfit for
labor, . + Created for man, she is the altar of his heart, his re-
freshment, his consolation.” (page 17) D'Héricourt's references were
to Jules Michelet's La Femme (Paris, 1860) and L°Amour (Paris,
1858).
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quarternary, or nothing of all these., It is enough that you all
grant that woman should be free, and the equal of man,

Granting woman free and equal status could not, however, compensate

for their emphasis on men and women as two parts of the same whole:
I permit myself only a single observation; that your notion of
the couple « « « « tends fatally to the subjection of my sex « « « «
In social practice, this unity is manifested by a single will,
e o« o and the individuality that prevails in our society is that
which is endowed with strength of arm; the other is annihilated,
and the right given to the couple is in reality only the right
of the stronger. The use that M3 Proudhon has made of androgyny
ought to cure you of this fancy.

Although d'Hericourt's book was hailed in the United States as the
best reply to Proudhon and the other masculinists, Lamber's ldees anti-
Rroudhoniennes exerted a much greater influence in France.35 Subsequent
feminists appreciated d'Héricourt's motives, but felt that the "violence

of her words unfortunately negated the force of her argument.”36 But

331bid., 202-03.

H1pi4d., 203,

3SIbid., vii. The unidentified author of the introduction to the
English translation wrotes "This remarkable book of Madame d'Héricourt on
woman is conceded to be the best reply to these philosophers extant."
This tribute may have stemmed solely from prior awareness. Without men-
tion of Lamber, contemporary American feminists had earlier recorded: "A
very curious controversy, on paper, is going on at present in the Revue
Philosophique et Religieuse, between M. Proudhon and Mme. Jenny d'Hericourt.
The latter defends, with great warmth, the moral, civil, and political
emancipation of woman., Proudhon, in reply, declares that all the theories
of Mme. d'Hericourt are inapplicable, in consequence of the inherent weak-
ness of her sex. The periodical in which the contest is going on was
founded and is conducted by the old St. Simoniens." Elizabeth Cady Stanton
et. al,, History of Woman Suffrage (6 vols., New York, 1969), I zf§648-18Q§7,
870,

36Abensonr, Histoire geénérale du feéminisme, 266. Thiebaux wrotes
“The publication wider s pecudonyn 7 JalToTls waed her maiden name, Lamber,
instead of her married name, Lamessine/ of Idées antiproudhoniennes sur
la Femme, 1'amour et le mariage (1858) was an event, from then on
there existed in reality a feminist question and partisans of the ome or
the other thesis declared themselves." Le Feminisme et les socialistes, 100,
(Thiébaux erred in citing the title of Lamber's book in this quotation;
his bibliography has it in the correct form. )
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there were other, equally important reasons for her relative disfavor.
She and Lamber both frequented the salon of Charles Fauvety, editor of
the Revue Philosophique, where, according to Lamber, d'Hericourt appeared
as a conceited, bigoted, dogmatic "bluestocking of the most objectionable
type." DHéricourt reciprocated, exclaiming to Fauvety: "Would you be-
lieve it, that young lady actually dares to take upon herself to under-
line Proudhon." When Lamber expressed concern about the preparation
of Ee'&s_, aclknowledging that she lacked the experience of veterans,
d'Héricourt responded: "Veterans! Veterans! You mean me, doubtless.
Well, if you defend some of us Eomen s you are very impertinent to
others."’7 How much these exchanges, recorded in a biography of Lamber
published during the First World War, affected feminist opinion is
difficult to say., But to the extent that the living interpret the
dead, Lamber had a decided advantage. Not only did she become, as
Madame Adam, one of France's foremost political journalists, but she
outlived her adversary by decades. Lamber died in 1936, a century after

her birth.>0

37Stephens, Madame Adam, 22, 48.

381?01' twenty years Madame Adam promoted the cause of revenge
against Germany through her La Nouvelle Revue (1879-1899). She also
ran a highly influential republican salon, through which she intro-
duced Leon Gambetta to French political life. Throughout the generation
that built the feminist movement in France and despite the importance
of her Idées anti-proudhoniennes, Adam stood apart from the struggle
for women's liberation. She differed not only with d'Hericourt
but with Clemence Royer and Maria Deraismes as well., When Adam finally
rejoined the movement in 1893, her energy went into Schmahl's conser-
vative 1'Avant-Courriére. In the opinion of Jane Misme, "elle
personnifie a la fois 1'influence feminine, telle qu'on 1l%admettait
jadis, et 1'action feminine comme elle est permise anjourd'hui, ap8tre
en cela, plus que par ses gestes proprement féministes, de 1'emancjpation
des femmes,” Misme also ranked Lamber's work on Proudhon above



A arma et r—

...............

than ei
factor,

acknowvle
of progr
mtil "t
adversar
"tomorro:
tvice be:
She there
lated woq
sentiment
lip servi,
Played by

to the der



79
Considerably more important to the fate of La Femme affranchie

than either its tone or d'Hericourt's feud with Lamber was another
factor, d'Hericourt's failure to adopt the correct "line." Lamber
acknowledged that feminists might confront opposition from the "friends
of progress and misunderstood liberty,"™ but only as a "perhaps" and not
until "tomorrow."® Consequently, she limited her protest to the immediate
adversary, Proudhon. In contrast, d'Hericourt sensed that Lamber's
"tomorrow" had come. Revolutionaries, she noted, had abandoned women
twice before, in 1789 and in 1848, and a third betrayal seemed imminent.
She therefore went beyond Proudhon, whose Justice so flagrantly vio-
lated woman's aspirations, in order to expose others whose honey-sweet
sentiments tended to perpetuate male domination. While Lamber paid

1lip service to the idea that nations advanced "in proportion to the part
played by women," d'Hericourt believed it. To the advanced thinkers,

to the democrats, to the friends of freedom, to the Michelets, Legouves,

and Girardins, she issued a sterm warnings

d'Heéricourt'ss "Les Idees antiproudhoniennes furent, de longtemps,
le seul gage que leur auteur donna au feminisme. Le mouvement

était alors assoupij 1'idée, depuis 1'Bmpire, ne se maintenait que
par des manifestations isolees. Le livre de Mme. La Messine fut sans
contredit la plus eclatante et la plus efficace. La Femme affranchie,
de Jemmy d'Hericourt, qui parut deux ans plus tard et qui repondait
aussi & Proudhon mais sans defendre Daniel Stern et George Sand,

et dans une forme aride, eut une portée moindre." Jane Misme, "Les
Grandes Pigures du Feminismes Madam Adam," Minerva, 1 February 1931.
See alsos Stephens, Madam Adam; Joseph 0. Baylen, "Mme. Juliette
Adam, Gambetta, and the Idea of a Franco-Prussian Alliance" Social
Studies No, 4, LVII, No. 15 (Stillwater, Oklahoma, 20 May 1960);

and Helene Brion, ed., "Encyclopeédie Feministe," I, MSS at BMD,

For Adam's attitude towards feminisms (in English), see her Humani-
tarian article of February 1897 reviewed in "Position of Women in France,"
Review of Reviews, XV (April, 1897), 480.
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Woman is ripe for civic liberty, and we declare to you

that, from this time on, we shall regard as an enemy of

progress and the Revolution anyone who comes out against

our legitimate claim, just as we’ shall rank among the

friends of progress and the Revolution those who speak

out for our civic emancipation == even if they be your

enemies,

The warning proved prescient but impolitic, By criticizing
others than Proudhon, d'HEricourt challenged the prevalent belief that
political, economic, and social progress for France as a whole would
automatically benefit women. Writing at mid point in the Second Empire,
when republicanism dominated the thoughts of many advanced thinkers, she
asserted in effect that a proper attitude on the woman question alone
should distinguish friend from foe, Lamber disagreed and devoted the
remainder of her life to a brand of chauvinsitic nationalism. But other,
more devoted feminists also disagreed; they viewed republican democracy
as an essential precondition for reforms of all types, including those
affecting women, Thus, in attacking so many "friends of freedom" and
in suggesting that common cause with republicans might disserve women,
d'Héricourt placed herself outside the political parameters that marked
the woman question's "legitimate™ field of debate, Towards the end of
the generation that built the movement, feminist Léon Richer remarked
that his greatest error had been to be right at the wrong tine.ao
D'Héricourt might eaéily have said the same, but whereas Richer had been
wrong by only a few decades, d'Héricourt missed her moment by a century
or more,

The lopsided reaction of subsequent feminists to d'Héricourt's and

Lamber's books reflected attitudes of critical importance to the emergent

39C1tcd in Thomas, The Woman Incendiaries, 24-25,

‘0;3 Droit des Femmes, 5 January 1889.
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8l
movement, Later feminists could easily identify with the alienating ex-
perience that prompted the two works; they too confronted articulate
spokesmen for the systdme masculiniste, They could also identify with
the constraining ambience in which d'Héricourt and Lamber wrote; the dis-
criminatory trend in favor of the rights of man and daily contact with the
righteousness of man constituted the roots of their own alienating ex-
periences, Nevertheless, most subsequent feminists could not accept
d'Héricourt's conclusions., From their vantage point, she had permitted
her alienation to flow into the wrong channel, confusing friend with foe.
Hence they repudiated her views, In the long run, that reaction damaged
the cause of women's liberation in France. Yet that reaction also illu-
strated one of the central difficulties of feminist consciousness in the
nineteenth century., For, if alienation lay at the root of feminist con-
sciousness, there were no clear signs marking out which route the

struggle to liberate women should take,

Routes of Feminist Consciousness

As evidenced by the many alarms, crises, revolutions, and reac-
tions that swept France between 1789 and 1914, expressions of discontent
proved nearly as varied as the conditions from which discontent flowed.
To every configuration assumed by French society there emerged an al-
ternative, and an alternative to the alternative. Those whose discontent
arose from experiences rooted in the systéme masculiniste faced a be-
wildering array of options, Women could hardly separate themselves from
French society, and in any case feminists had no desire to increase sex-
ist segregation. But what of the systeme? Had it become so pervasive
that only a complete and radical change would eliminate it, or could it

be ameliorated through reforms that left existing institutions intact?
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And what of other injustices: war, censorship, mistreatment of children,
abuse of animals? Could the struggle to liberate women take place in
isolation, or must feminism concern itself with all forms of oppression?
In principle was justice indivisible? In practice could the woman ques-
tion be answered without reference to other questions?

Only one thing was clear; questions like these could not be
answered in the abstract. The alienating experiences that gave rise to
them demanded substantive, concrete relief. In whole or in part French
society had to assume a new configuration. But in order for feminists
to translate their discontent into productive change, they had first to
find doctrines by which to define themselves, channels through which to
express themselves, and allies with whom to align themselves. In short,
those who chafed at the constraints imposed on women by the sxstéme mas-
culiniste had to pick and choose between various available alternatives,

or develop their own.

Utopian Socialism
Utopian socialism provided one alternative. The titular founder

of this school of thought, Henri de Saint-Simon (1760-1825), wrote

scarcely a word about wmen.l‘l But his heirs accorded an extraordinary

AlSullerot, Presse, 1l44. For information on the relationship of

utopian socialism to feminism and women, see: C. Bouglé, Chez les pro-
Ehétes socialistes (Paris, 1918), 51—110z Edith Thomas, Pauline Roland,

Socialisme et Feminisme aux XIXe sidcle (Paris, 1956); Marguerite Thibert,

Le Feminisme dans le Socialisme francais de 1830 a 1850 (Paris, 1926);
E, Dessignolle, Le Feminisme d'apres la doctrine socialiste de Charles
Fourier %: n, 1903‘; Frank E. Manuel, The Prophets of Paris (New
York, 1962), 53-248; Thiébaux, Le Féminisme et les socialistes;
Abensour, Histoire géndrale, 205-1k, See also: Le Devoir, journal of
the F:amilistere de C:uise, and La Rénovation, journal of the Ecole
Societaire Phalanstérienne,
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importance to the woman question. Books touching on the subject in-

cluded the mystical but insightful Théorie des Quatre Mouvements (1808)

by Charles Fourier (1772-1837), De I'Egalité (1838) by Pierre Leroux
(1797-1871), and the novel Voyage en Icarie (1840) by Etienne Cabet
(1788-1856), Newspapers displaying a similar interest included the
Saint-Simonian Le Producteur and Le Globe (edited by Pierre Leroux),
Victor Considérant’'s Fourierist La Phalange and La Démocratie Pacifique,
and the Tribune des Femmes (1832-1834), the first feminist journal to
appear in France since Napoleon suppressed the Athénfe des Dames in
1.808."2
Emphases varied between individual thinkers, but in general uto-
pian socialists espoused a critique of the systime masculiniste that in-

volved new definitions of society, the couple, man, and woman. Woman's

oppression under the systime found apt description in Cabet's Realisation

d'Icarie (1846):

Woman {s actually a slave, not individually like the negress,
or the ancient slave, or the woman of bygone times over whom
her husband had the right of life and death and especially
repudiation, but women en masse are the slaves of men en masse
who leave them no rights and impose on them all the laws dic-
tated by their /male/ caprice and their /male/ egotism.43

The cause of this oppression lay in the past when “Antagonism,” the ex-
ploitation of "man by man,” reigned supreme, But,‘as Saint-Simon pointed
out, a new era of affection and cooperation had begun to dawnm:

National hatreds are diminishing every day and the people of
the earth who are ready for a total and definitive alliance present

425u11erot, Presse, 153-63,

‘3Btiennc Cabet, Réalisation d'Icarie, Extract from No. 16 of
Populaire (Paris, 1846), 122, Cited in Thifbaux, Le Féminisme et les
socialistes, 73,
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us with the beautiful spectacle of humanity gravitating
toward universal association.

One impediment to universal association stemmed from the Christian
identification of woman with the flesh and the flesh with sin, Prosper
Enfantin (1796-1864) believed that Christianity, supported by the insti-
tution of private property, had created prostitution, perverting legiti-
mate physical desire and the sacred rights of beauty. To this "disorder
of the flesh," Enfantin opposed the "rehabilitation of the flesh":

We wish to rehabilitate the flesh, and to sanctify physical
beauty by bestowing upon it a social importance which ., . .
it must today obtain through fraud, . . , Yes, truly, the
flesh repressed and martyred by the Church for so long is
today free from this heavy burden; but it is in a state of
disorder, Today the flesh causes destruction as it did at
the time of the appearance of Christ, and it is still the
shame of the world. . ., ,

Look at the people, They sell their bodies to labor;
they sell their blood to war; they sell their daughters'
flesh to pleasure and to shame, For a piece of bread the
world contorts them, commits them to toil and to the
appeasement of passion; it prostitutes ghe people both
in their strength and in their benuty.“

In order to overcome "Antagonism” and its associated "disorder,”
men and women had to throw off the burden of the past and adopt a new
social ethic: 1love., Love would permit the passage from social egotism
to social altruism, from "Antagonism™ to "Associationism.” It would

also render violence unnecessary.a6

aac. Bougl€ and flie Hal&vy, eds., Doctrine de Saint-Simon, Ex-

position, Premidre ggnée, 1829 (Paris, 1924), 164, Cited in Manuel,
The Prophets of Paris, 172,

45Proc§s en la cour d'assises de la Seine, les 27 et 28 agiit 1832

(Paris, 1832), 210-17, 221, Cited in Manuel, The Prophets of Paris,
187-88,

“6”Thc word upheaval is always associated with a blind and brutal
force_having as its goal destruction. . . . This doctrine /of Saint-
Si does not itself possess or recognize for the direction of men any
other power but that of persuasion and conviction. . ." Doctrine de Saint-
Simon, 278-79, Cited in Manuel, The Prophets of Paris, 181,
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The vision of a society transformed without violence into asso-
ciations based on love left a critical issue unresolved == the future
status of women, All utopian socialists called for sex equality, As
Enfantin wrote, "the equality of man and woman, without which there is
exploitation of one half the human genre by the other, is the law of
the future, the sole moral law that it is possible to c:onceive.""7
Some, like Fourier, attributed superior qualities to women: "I am
justified in saying that woman in a state of liberty will surpass men
in all mental and bodily functions that are not ascribed to physical
strength.”as But how would this "moral law" and these superior
“functions” be expressed?

In their quest for an answer, one faction of utopians stressed
the primacy of the couple and marriage, Single women should have the
same rights as single men, wrote Pierre Leroux, but only love and
marriage could free women:

She loves, she is loved, la viold femme, . ., . It is through
marriage that the condition of woman has been ameliorated, it
is through marriage, the equality of love, that the emancipa~
tion of woman will truly take place.49

Couples would freely contract in the reconstructed society of the

future, and to anticipate their break-up ran "contrary to the ideal.”

a70euvres complédtes de Saint-Simon et d'Enfantin, publies
ar les membres du Conseil institué par Enfantin, pour 1l'ex€cution
de ses dernilres volont8s (42 vols,, Paris, 1865-76), XIV, 39,

Cited in Thigbaux, Le Féminisme et les socialistes, 18,

ABChArles Fourier, Théorie des quatre mouvements, 225,
Cited in ThiSbaux, Le Féminisme et les socialistes, 49.

49Piorto Leroux, De 1'Fgalit€, suivi d'sphorisme sur la
doctrine de ]'humanité (Boussac, 1838), IV, 46, Cited in Thig&baux,

Le Ftminisme et les socialistes, 39-40,
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To Leroux and others like Olinde Rodrigues "the cessation of love,
separation and divorce are tantamount to death before death."50
Another faction attacked marriage for failing to take human

differences into account. Fourier held the institution directly respon-
sible for woman's subordination:

Marriage is the tomb of woman's liberty, the principle of all

feminine servitude, Daughters are compelled to become house-

wives and wives to confine themselves to the home and to be

faithful, even though three-quarters of them have no taste

for family work, are capricious in loveS predisposed to adorn~

ment, to gallantry, and to dissipation.
"Marriage is prostitution by law,” exclaimed Claire Demar, one of the

editors of the Tribune des Femmes, whose experience of the contradiction

between conventional morality and the desire to be free drove her to
auicide.sz Some individuals might desire permanent unions, admitted
Enfantin, but couples should endure only so long as they met each
others' needs:
We have profound feelings or lively, enduring, or tramsitory
feelings; we are reserved, modest, moderate, patient, or very
enthusiastic, loving glory, brilliance, passion, etc, Either
of these forms is good, the one wants to conserve, the other
wants to §3novate. e o o« The one is immutable, the other is
changing.
For the many who preferred a change of "place, things, habits, society,

and finally husbands and wives,” argued Enfantin, divorce represented a

right, not a misfortune. It cannot be, wrote om of Enfantin's

SOCitod without source indication in Thiébaux, Le Féminisme et
les sociaslistes, 42,

SIFourior, ThE€orie des quatre mouvements, Cited in Thi&baux,
Le Féminisme et les socialistes, 58,

5ZSnlletot, Presse, 160,

5300uvrea compldtes de Saint-Simon et d'Enfantin, XXVII, 191,
Cited in Thi&baux, Le Féminisme et les socialistes, 25,
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followers, "that the exclusive love of one man for one woman lasting
their whole lives is a law or even a universal tendency of mankind:

I deny that this precept conforms and is applicable to the

nature of all men and all women without exception, « « » I

say, then, that to fight and overthrow the principle of

Christian love we would need merely to declare that a reli-

gion which saw in celibacy the state most favorable to sal-

vation and the one closest to perfection was too ignorant

of human nature to have been capable of giving marriage a

solid and stable base, 5%

Enfantin's ideas undoubtedly influenced the turn-of-the-century

feminist who described utopian socialism as a "monstrous orgy where
giants endowed with appetites of ogres gorged themselves on monstrous

"33 Byt on the individuals who built the

feasts and innumerable loves.
feminist movement, utopian socialism had a profound and salutary effect,
Through it "a number of women emerged with a new conception of their
own dignity and worth,” and "it gave them the confidence to express
themselves and provided them with the courage to formulate conceptions
about their own possibilities, which would have been inconceivable to

36 Even in the late 1870's and 1880's when

women a generation before,”
French socialism became less utopian and more militant, Saint-Simonianism
and Fourierism continued to exert a strong influence. Some of the women

who initially subscribed to the new socialisms broke out with them in

SaAbnl Transon, Af§r;nchissenent des Femmes, predication du ler
janvier 1832 (Paris, 1832), Cited in Frank E, Manuel and Fritzie P,
Manuel, eds,, French Utopias (New York, 1966), 294, Christian patience
collapsed sooner than Christian principles., The imprisonment of Enfan-
tin in 1832 fer outrages against public morality decapitated Saint-

Simenianism and brought about the dispersal of its disciples, some of
whom embarked for Egypt in search of a "female messiah,”

55
56

Misme, "La Vie et la mort du féminisme,” 26,

Rowbotham, Women, Resistance and Revolution, 52.
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order to resume the pursuit of the older utopian version of social
transfornation.57
Utopian socialism's appeal stemmed in part from its vague, senti-
mental egalitarianism, which enabled feminists to avoid too narrow a
commi tment to any particular reform, and from its advocacy of peaceful
change, which meshed well with the feminist conviction that masculinisme

caused violence. The first feminist newspaper outside Paris, Euglnie

Niboyet's Conseiller des Femmes (1833) of Lyon, bore its imprint, and

the first feminist daily, Niboyet's La Voix des Femmes (1848), managed
a brief life with the help of subsidies from Saint-Simonian banker
Olinde Rodrigues.s8 Many of the reforms proposed during the Revolution
of 1848 reflected the influence of utopian socialists or other pro-
feminist socialists like Louis Blanc and Constantin Pecqueur. Between
1848 and 1849, feminist Jeanne Deroin, a disciple of Saint-Simon and
Cabet, created a women's club, a feminist newspaper, a worker's

association, and ran for a seat on the National Assembly in a

57Utopian influence declined during the movement's second genera-
tion, but many of the older, first generation feminists remained heavily
indebted to it, Consequently, they tended to share opinioms like
Adolphe Alhaiza's, whose De Phalanstfrien & socialiste (Paris, 1900)
branded class-struggle socialists as money hungry, traitorous politi-
cians, With Dr, E, Verrier, who wrote Le Meilleur des socialismes
pratiques: le socialisme phalanstérien (Toulouse, 1905), they sub-
scribed to the methode sociétaire, the principles of Fourier, and the
practice of the Familistére de Guise., To first generation feminists,
as to Verrier, the socialism of Guesde and Jaurds represented a "re-
turn to primitive barbarism" and "the annihilation of all social life.”
For an examination of women and the newer socialisms, see: Charles
Sowerine, Women and Socialism in France 1871-1921: Socialist Women's

Groups from L&onie Rouzade to louise Saumoneau zunpublished Ph.D.

dissertation, Dept. of History, University of Wisconsim, 1973)

8sullerot, Presse, 186-87.
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precedent-setting act of protest against woman's exclusion from the re-
cent enactment of universal manhood suffrage.59 In the late 1860's,
utopian socialism inspired several cooperatives, including Nathalie
Lemel's La Marmite and Marguerite Tinayre's Soci&t& des Equitables de
Pnris.6° In 1871 the Paris Commune engaged in additional experimenta-
tion along utopian socialist lines, None of these efforts effected
lasting institutional changes of benefit to women, but the tie between
feminism and utopian socialism remained strong. In contrast to the vast
French majority who evidenced hostility or apathy towards women's libera-
tion, utopian socialists not only repeatedly attempted to improve woman's
lot but paid in suffering for their failure, A veritable Who's Who of
socialist feminists figured among those deported or exiled after the
Revolution of 1848 or the Paris Commune of 1871: Pierre Leroux, Louis
Blanc, Victor Considérant, Jeanne Deroin, Pauline Roland, Nathalie Lemel,
Marguerite Tinayre, Andr& Lfo, and Paule Mink,

It was no mere coincidence, then, that the emerging feminist move-
ment drew heavily on utopian socialist ideals and personnel., Virginie
Griess-Traut, a convinced Fourierist who donated 50,000 francs to the
Bcole Sociétaire phalanstérienne, actively participated in the founding

of the first ongoing feminist group in 1869, the Soci&té pour

59Ib1d., 151-152, 186, Deroin's "utopian" perspective on the
woman question can be seen in a statement she made in 1848: "Woman,
still slave, remains veiled and in silence., She has lost the memory
of her divine origin, she is unable to understand her noble social
mission, she has neither name nor country, she is banished from the
sanctuary, she seems to have accepted shameful servitude, Held down by
man's yoke, she has not even the aspirations towards liberty, man must
liberate her."” Jeanne Deroin, Cours de droit social pour les femmes
(Paris, 1848), 6, Cited in Rowbotham, Woman, Resistance and Revolution,
53,

60Thomas, Woman Incendiaries, 9-11, Bermard Noél, Dictionnaire
de la Commune (Paris, 1971), 103, 234~35, 347-48,
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1'Amélioration du Sort de la Femme.61 Arlé¢s-Dufour, who had personally
retrieved Daubi&'s bac and who served as president of her short-lived
Association pour 1'Emancipation de la Femme, remained a loyal follower.

of Enfantin's cult.62

And the Ligue Frangaise pour le Droit des Femmes,
another ongoing group established in 1882, included several practising ‘
utopians from the Familistdre de Guise, created by Jean-Baptiste-André

Godin in 1859,%3

The slogans employed by the movement also reflected
utopian socialist influence, Two came directly from the pen of Charles
Fourier, the earliest and the most feminist of the utopian socialists,
One linked man's liberation to that of woman:

Everywhere where man has degraded woman he has degraded

himself, everywhere where he has ignored the rights of woman
he has himself lost his own rights,64

61Le Journal des Femmes, January 1899; La Fronde, 11 December
18943 BMD, Dossier Griess-Traut,

62Mnnue1, Prophets of Paris, 191.

63Jean-Baptiste-Andr! Godin (1817-1888) made a fortune through
developing new smelting processes, Influenced by the ideas of Saint-
Simon, Robert Owen, Cabet, Fourier, and Considérant (whose abortive
utopian experiment in Texas cost Godin a third of his wealth), and
despite the opposition of the Second Empire (which stripped him of
his patents for espousing radical notions), Godin created the Famili-
stére de Guise between 1859 and 1865, The Soci&t€ du Familistdre de
Guise secured legal recognition on 13 August 1880 as a cooperative
association capitalized at 4,600,000 francs, Its journal, Le Devoir,
first appeared in 1878, Between the period 1879-80 and 1898-99, the
Familistdre de Guise and its branch at Schaerbeek served approximately
1,500 to 2,000 people each year, Louis Lestelle, Etude sur le

(Paris, 1904), See also: Fernand Duval, J,=B,-A

Godin et le Familistire de Guise (Law thesis, University of Lille,
Paris, 1905); Verrier, Le Socialisme phalsnstérienne, 9; Bulletim de

1'Union Universelle des Femmes, 15 April 1890; and Godin's works listed
in the Catalogue général des livres imprimés de la Bibliothique
nationale (Paris, 1924), LXI, 662-64,

®4prom Paul Gide and Adhémar Esmein, ftude sur la condition

rivle de la f ans le droit ancien et moderne (Paris, 1867), 7.
Cited in Thi&baux, Le Féminisme et les socialistes, 47.
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The other linked women's liberation to progress in general, and became
the most popular of the slogans cited by French feminists:
The change in a historical epoch can always be determined
by the progress of women towards freedom, because in the re-
lation of woman to man, of the weak to the strong, the victory
of humam nature over brutality is most evident, The degree of

emancipation of women is the natural measure of general eman-
cipation,63

To_sum up, the extention of privileges to women is the
general principle of all social progress,
Another frequently quoted statement came from the Second Empire's most
illustrous exile, Victor Hugo. Hugo acknowledged his debt to Enfantin,
and upon hearing of the death of socialist Pauline Roland im 1854, he
wrote: "The eighteenth century was the century of man, the nineteenth

will be the century of uomen."67

Republicanism

Republicanism provided another channel for feminist discontent,
Indeed, the French feminist movement developed such close ties to re-
publicanism that the interplay between the woman question and the poli-
tical question eventually emerged as the dominant factor in the struggle
to liberate women, Or, to put it more pointedly, the republican connec-
tion became the tie that bound feminism to an impotent "politics first"
orientation, With the exception of Jenny d'Héricourt, however, none of

the feminists who helped forge the tie anticipated the extent of the

65Fouri¢r, Théorie des quatres mouvements, 43, Cited in Row-

botham, Resistance and Revolution, 52,

66Fourior, Théorie des quatres mouvements, 195, Cited in Thié-
baux, Le Féminisme et les socialistes, 47,

67Cited in an article by Elizabeth Renaud that originally
appeared in the Rappel: "Glimpse of the Feminist Movement in France,"
Review of Reviews, XLIV (September, 1911), 335,
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subsequent republican "betrayal.” Nor, in retrospect, is it easy to see
how feminists could have avoided the republican attachment,

Like utopian socialism, republicanism offered an attractive com-
bination of ideas and actions to those whose alienation sprang from the
szst?me masculiniste, Republicanism, particularly radical republicanism,
meant democracy, the lifting of all constraints from and the vesting of
all authority in the people., In the middle decades of the nineteenth
century it comprised a blend of logic and sentiment, effecting a fervor
of quasi-religious enthusiasm:

The Democrat [;i;?iusually an emotionalist, a sentimentalist

in both_the good and the bad sense of_ that much ill-used term;
he /was/ a mystic, and his politics /were/ to him a faith that
often replace/d/ religionj his belief in the Republico-Democra-
tic organization of society [yag7 largely a matter of intuition,
of the heart having its reasons that Reason knoweth not == a
faith that made him risk prison, exile and deportation, and
that kept alive during the four years of bitter disillusionment

that were the Second Republic and the eighteen years of the 68
half opé€ra bouffe, half tragedy that we call the Second Empire.

The democrat believed in the potential goodness of ordinary men,
making Republicanism more akin in its origin to Socialist than to Liberal
thought, In a sense, the republican was an "underdeveloped socialist":

[;hg7'what diffctentiate[§7 him from the Socialists [;ig7'often

a matter of tactics rather than of principle; he believo[§7 first
in the conquest of political weapons: the vote, the abolition of
the hereditary principle, and relegate/d/ to a distant future the

economic reoz'.nization of society which /was/ the Socialist's
primary aim,

In time republicanism would also relegate feminism's primary aim
to a distant future. But in the context of the 1860's the republican

ideal portended a society freed of the old injustices and open to reform

68Roger Henry Soltau, French Political Thought in the 19th Cen-
tury (New York, 1959), 95.

91pid,, 95-96.
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from below. This ideal appealed all the more to the Second Empire's
feminists who could reflect on how, after 1789 and 1848, political
reaction had gone hand in hand with misogynist backlash, At worst, re-
publicanism promised an open society in which feminists could conduct
their campaign without having to contend with repression and harassment

like the brief ban imposed on d'HEricourt's La Femme affranchie or the

interruption by Imperial police of a speech on divorce by Olympe
Audouard.7o At best, republicanism might produce a society cleansed of
Church, Code and other sexist fetters, Republicanism seemed to comple~
ment much of what the utopian socialists espoused, with the added advan-
tage that it would encompass the whole of society, Subordinating social
ends to political means thus made sense to feminists who, holding the
Second Empire responsible for woman's plight, imagined that a republican
France would not only respond to their demands but permit them to parti-
cipate as equals,

This hope had a pragmatic as well as an ideological dimension,
Republican sentiment prevailed among the Second Empire's several thousand
exiles and deportees, maintaining a link of opposition to the Empire be-
tween feminists in revolt against woman's contemporary condition and

71

others who sought social change through political action. Within

7001ympe Audouard, La Femme dans le mariage, la séparation et
divorce, conférence faite le 28 FEvrier 1870 (Paris, 1870). Audouard

embarrassed the Imperial police who interrupted her speech by pointing
out that the Emperor himself had recommended divorce as a means of in-
suring family morality in his Des Id€es Napol&oniennes, written during
his detention at Ham in 1839, Villiers, Histoire des Clubs des
Femmes, 382,

711n the course of transforming the Second Republic into the
Second Empire, Louis Napoleon initiated a reign of repression that
resulted in 27,000 arrests, 1,500 expulsions, and 9,800 deportations
(9,500 to Algeria and 300 to Guiana). Paul A, Gagnon, France since
1789 (New York, 1964), 163,
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France, the radical (and not so radical) republican opposition to Louis
Napoleon included a number of promiment historiamns, journalists and poli-
ticians who expressed concern for women: fmile Deschanel, Paul Leroy-
Beaulieu, £douard de Laboulaye, etc. Their opinions tended to the
traditional, in line with Michelet who wrote of La Femme: '"she must
have a household, she must be married”; but they nonetheless focused
attention on the woman question.72 They also demanded reform of some of
the worst legal abuses., In 1866, for example, a committee of republican
legal experts recommended marital equality through abolition of Article
213 of the Code, which required wives to obey husbands.73

The individuals who inspired or participated in the emergent
feminist movement had multiple contacts with republicanism, Juliette
Lamber and Jenny d'Héricourt belonged to the republican salon of Charles
Fauvety, and a few years after her publication of Id€es anti-proudhon-
iennes Lamber established her own salon, through which she introduced
Léon Gambetta to Parisian political 1ife., Maria Deraismes, the principal
organizer of 1'Amélioration in 1869, also ran a republican salon and in
the 1880°'s founded the REpublicain de Seine-et-Oise. L&on Richer,
Deraismes' closest collaborator and founder of the longest-lived of the
feminist newspapers in nineteenthe~century France, began his career as a

journalist for Adolphe Guérolt's moderate republican Opinion Nationmale.

72Hichelet, La Femme, 34,

73The Committee met at the home of Jules Favre and included, in
addition to the host, Vacherot, Courcelle-Seneuil, Joseph Garnier,
Andr& Cochut, Dr, Clavel, Charles Lemonnier, Hérold, Clamageran, Jules
Ferry, Jules Simon, Paul Boiteau, Henri Brisson, and Emile Acollas.
Paul Granotier, L'Autorité du mari sur la personne de la femme et la
doctrine fémipiste (Law thesis, University of Grenoble, Paris, 1909),

37. See also: Misme, "La Vie et la mort du féminisme," 32,
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Deraismes and Richer led the conservative wing of French feminism
during the 1870°'s and 1880's, but in the 1860's nearly all feminists
shared their faith in republicanism as the necessary first step to
woman's liberation.74 Even after the founding of the Third Republic in
1870, when a feminist minority began to recognize that the new "democracy"
had perpetrated the old systime masculiniste, faith in republicanism re-
mained strong, Against the reality of the new political order, feminist
critics continued to oppose the model of republican democracy that had

engendered such high hopes at the end of the Second Empire,

Reformism

An explosion of reformism rocked France during the second half of
the nineteenth century, It exerted a powerful influence on feminism for
several reasons. On the one hand, it enabled feminists to focus in
detail on obnoxious aspects of the syst3me masculiniste without having
to await the day of final utopian socialist or republican reckoning.
On the other hand, reformism drew so heavily on associationist and demo-
cratic ideals that feminists could demand piecemeal changes without
either doing damage to their social and political principles or having
recourse to the bug-a=boo of violent revolution., Reformism also brought
feminists into contact with organizations whose social critiques enhanced
consciousness and whose members bolstered the movement's ranks, Routes
between feminism and reformism ran two ways, with the result that many
feminists devoted considerable effort to altering features of French
society that bore only indirectly on woman's oppression. But in return
feminists could draw on varying degrees of support from their reformist

colleagues,

74For information on Deraismes and Richer, see Chapter III.
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The goals and efforts of reformism interacted with feminism in a
variety of ways., Efforts to eliminate the corset received unanimous
endorsement but little direct participation from feminists., Re-establish-
ment of divorce drew a great amount of participation from feminists, and
Léon Richer drafted the divorce law that Alfred Naquet guided through
the French parliament in 1884, but very few feminists ever made use of
the new luv.75 Attempts to outlaw vivisection and to regulate animal
abuse left most feminists cold, but attracted the passionate interest of

a few like Maria Deraismes and Marguerite Dunnd.n Temperance appealed

3 6on Richer, Le Divorce, projet de loi précéd€ d'un expos&
des motifs et suivi des principaux documents officiels se rattachant
la question, avec une lettre-préface par Louis Blanc (Paris, 1873).

7®Maria Deraismes belonged to both the Société Frangaise contre

la Vivisection and the Ligue Populaire contre 1'abus de la Vivisection;
see her Discours sur la vivisection (Paris, 1884) and Chapter III,
Marguerite Durand displayed a sensitivity towards her "inferior
brothers” by founding a dog cemetery at Asmidres. BMD, Dossier
Durand, "La Vie d'action de Marguerite Durand," 5. A Soci&té Protec-
trice des Animaux received official authorization in 1878 (L'Avenir
des Femmes, 3 March 1878), but by then the idea was at least two
decades old, See: Alexis Godin; Lettre 3 S, M, l'empereur sur les
rapports de la civilisation avec 1'état des animaux et de 1'agricul-
ture suivie de plusiers lettres et documents sur le méme sujet
(Paris, 1858) and Socifté protectrice des animaux, Loi Grammont,
jurisprudence de la Cour de cassation. Mémoire lu a la Soci&té
protectrice des animaux, dans s€ance du 28 avril ZPnris, 1859).
Godin also founded Le Protecteur, "the legislator and friend of
animals" (1856=57). The American Society for Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals was established in 1866 by Henry Bergh, following the lead
of Britain's Earl of Harrowly. The perspective of feminists on
animals is suggested by Lida Gustave Heymann in "Woman's Suffrage and
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals," Jus Suffragii, November 1913,
29-30.
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to many second generation feminists but to almost none of the movement's
founders.77 Vegetarianism also won approval from the second generation,

but perhaps more in theory than in practice.78 Reforms in the realm of

77W1th1n a decade of the founding of the Woman's Christian

Temperance Union in the United States in 1874, a concern to combat
alcoholism exploded in France, From the late 1880's on, that concern
increased and several national organizations emerged to limit excessive
drinking, First generation feminists acknowledged and applauded the
trend but displayed little active interest in it, Second generation
feminists felt differently and developed extensive ties with the
temperance movement, The Ligue d'Electeurs pour le Suffrage des Femmes
(founded in 1911) published an article on "Le Suffrage des Femmes et
1'Anti-alcoolisme” in the second issue of its Bulletin (July=October
1911), 46-48, and the Union Frangaise pour le Suffrage des Femmes
(founded in 1909) cooperated regularly with the Ligue National contre
Alcoolisme, (see: La Vie Féminine, 5 May 1914, and the Bulletin of
the Union Frangaise pour le Suffrage des Femmes for 1913 and 1914),

The coming together of these two movements on the eve of the First
World War reflected a gradual erosion of feminist influence within the
broader women's rights and woman suffrage movements, as well as a ten-
dency, initiated by conservative feminists in the late 1880's, to align
the campaign for women's liberation with the mamjp philanthropic and
single-issue movements oriented towards the "moral regeneration" of
French society, For additional information on anti-alcoholism in France
see: P, Ladame, De la prostitution dans ses rapports avec l'alcoolisme,
le crime et la folie (Neuchatael, 1884); Devoisins, La Femme et
1'a1coolisme; Em, Cauderlier, "L'Alcoolisme et le Question sociale,"

La Société Nouvelle, X, (1889), 166=713 F, Domelia Nieuwenhuis,
"LVAlcoolisme," La Société Nouvelle, IX (1889), 253=63; M, le Docteur
Villy, De 1'Alcoolisme du point de vue social (Issoudun, 1891); Mme,
Kuntzel, Rdle de la femme dans la lutte contre 1'Alcoolisme ort
présenté au ler Congrds national contre l'alcoolisme (Paris, ca. 1905)
[/Kuntzel cites seventeen works on the subject of temperance as well as
two journals of the Union Frangaise Anti-alcoolique, L'Alcool and
L'Etgilg Bleue7 Dr. Legrain, Le Repos dy Dimanche comme remede &
1'Alcoolisme (Paris, 1905); Henri Chabasse, Le Probléme de l'alcoolisme
rincipalement en France (Bordeaux, 1914) /Finot's book was published
by L'Alarme: Socité Francaise d'Action contre 1'Alcoolisme, founded
in 1912/; Ernest Barron Gordon, The Anti-Alcohol Movement in Europe
(New York, 1913). For a similar work on the vice of smoking, see: Dr.
Emile Laurent, Le Nicotinisme (Paris, 1894) and the review of it in

La Sociét& Nouvelle, XIX (1894), 847-9,

781n 1900 the Congrés de Végétarisme and the Congrds des Oeuvres
et Institutions Féminine met at the same time and in the same place,
Paris' Palais des Congrés. But the two congresses had more in common
than accidental proximity, wrote feminist theoretician Jeanne Deflou:
“Comme il y a des blocs d'édifices, il y a des blocs d'idées. En un
meme bloc sont certainement compris le végétarisme et le féminisme,"
Vegetarianism represented a newer idea than feminism, according to
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thought and belief influenced many feminists, Positivism, minus its
misogynist popularizer Auguste Comte, provided Hubertine Auclert's La
Citoyenne with its first motto: Littre's description of the future
citizeness as "la femme qui jouit du droit de cit€ dans un stat,"’?
In religion, some first generation feminists displayed an affinity for
Spiritualism, in which Olympe Audouard achieved an expertise second

only to that of Allan Kardes (18010-1869).80 For the most part, however,

Deflou, but both had old and numerous enemies and both attracted the
proponents of “moral progress.” In Deflou's opimion, the eating of
meat led to intemperance, which in turn caused cruelty, folly, sen-
suality, and criminality. "Good" animals ate vegetables, whereas

the barbarous Huns and "bad" animals preferred raw meat., The poor um-
fortunately associated well-being with the meat-eating habits of* the
well-to-do, but feminists, vegetarians, and others recognized that
moral improvement required eliminating such emulation. Jeanne Deflou,
"Féminisme et Végftarisme,” Les Droits de la Femme, 15-31 August 1900.
A Soci&té des Vigétariens had been established in France at least as
early as 1881, see the article written by its president in Le Libera-
teur, 1 May 1881,

79&;_9;5913333, 13 February 188l. See also: Ferré, Féminisme
et positivisme,
80

Spiritualism began as an organigzed religion in 1848 at Hydes-
ville, New York, where the Fox sisters experienced a strange tapping
noise in their home, Its fundamentals had been expressed the year be-
fore in Andrew Jackson Davis' The Principles of Nature, Her Divipe
Revelations, snd a Voice to Mankind (New York, 18675, cited in Frank S,
Mead, ed., Handbook of Denominations in the United States (New 5th ed;
Rashville, 19705, 205, According to D, G. Charlton, Secular Religions
in France 1815-1870 (New York, 1963), "the eighteenth century, still
more /than the seventeenth centuri7. witnessed not only the spread of
freemasonry, swiftly expanding throughout Western Europe and North
America, but also a marked enthusiasm for astrology, mesmerism, and
theosophy in all its varied forms.” (127) Occultism influenced re-
formers like Enfantin, Rodrigues, Fourier, Leroux, and Jean Reynaud,
“all of whom linked their utopian socialism with theories of metem-
psychosis, intersteller migration, progress towards universal harmony,
and the like =~ and even, in the case of Reynaud, with druidism.”
(130). Practioners of Spiritualism considered it to be both a science
and a religion, and its spread at mid-century gradually cut into the
popularity of hypnotism, developed by the German Mesmer (1733-1815).

Mesmer's ideas continued to exert influence, however, and L&on Richer
attempted to boost subscriptions to his Droit des Femmes by offering

free copies of the 1 du Magnetisme. Le Droit des Femmes, 21
December 1890, Accerding to the BN Catalogue, II, 319-27,
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the impact of these reform movements proved limited, either because they
attracted too few feminists or because they involved individuals and
organizations that shied away from social activism., Much more important
to feminism were reforms focusing on anti-clericalism, education, paci-
fism, Freemasonry and, to a lesser extent, philanthropy.

Anti-clericalism and its correlate, free-thinking, went hand in
hand with republicanism, which perceived the Church as a bastion of
superstition and an ememy of progress. Feminists had their own bone
to pick with the Church, literally in the sense that the myth of Adam's
rib continued to serve as a justification for woman's subordination, and
figuratively inasmuch as institutionalized Catholicism underpined the

s!:tl-n !gsculinistg.sl Mutual hatred of clericalism thus formed one of

Allan Kardec [Elppolyte-Lion-Denizard Rivail7 published at least 18 works
on Spiritualism between 1857 and his death in 1869, He also edited the
Revue Spirite from 1858 to 1868. Before the turn of the century his
works went through no less than 175 editions, with four books exceding

thirty reissues: Philosophie spiritualiste, Le Livre des esprits, con-

nt les principes de la doctrine spirite (Paris, 1857); Le Spiritisme

5 sa Elus siEEIe exEresaion; exEosi sommaire de l'enseiggenent des
esprits et de leurs manifestations (Paris, 1862); Résumé de la loi des
hénomdnes spirites, ou Premiére initiation, & 1'usage des personnes
trapgers & la connaissance de spiritisme ZParis, 18645; and Caractéres
de la révélation spirite (Paris, 1868)., Olympe Audouard wrote L'Amour,
le materialiste, le spiritualiste, le complet et divin (Paris, 1880).
For an indication of attitudes towards Spiritualism and hypnosis in the
early years of the Third Republic, see the following articles from La
Soci&té& Nouvelle: E, Legrange, "Le Spiritisme scimmtifique,” V, (1887),
69-743; Ph. Linet, "Fascination Hypnotique, Les expériences de Donato,"
v, (1887), 146-50; Dr, Jos. Sacré-Lorthior, "Les Phénoménes du spiri-
tisme contemporain,” XVIII, (1893), 338-60, Louise Michel figured among
the many female practioners of Spiritualism at its outset: "Elle est
encore spiritualiste en 1861, & la manidre de Hugo, quand ell &crit

Plus d'idiots, plus de fous.,” Edith Thomas, Louise Michel ou La Velléda
de 1 anarchie (Paris, 1971), 59,

8lthc prevalence of Biblical imagery in feminist writings can be
seen in the titles of Maria Deraismes' two principil works: Eve contre
Monsieur Dumas fils (Paris, 1872) and Eve dans humanité (Paris, 1891),
Audouard mockingly reversed the standard "rib" interpretation by ar-
guing that what came last was best. As humans were superior to mollusks,
30 women were superior to men, because "the divine Creator wanted to
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the strongest ties binding feminism to republicanism as well as one of
the issues on which an extensive exchange of ideas and personnel took

place. Under the Second Empire, Guéroult's Opinion Nationale specialized

in exposing clerical immorality, the subject of Richer's weekly columm,

82 Michelet's his-

“Lettres d'un libre-penseur } un curé& de village."
tories elaborated a more sweeping, sophisticated version of "liberty at
war with the Church,” inclining feminists other than d'Héricourt to
react ambivalently to his opinions on women.83 In the early years of
the Third Republic, especially after 1877, feminists took advantage of
the relaxed political climate to redouble their attacks on the Church.
They assiduously attended gatherings of free-thinkers, and Deraismes
played an instrumental role in organizing the first anti-clerical con-
gresses, Aversion to clericalism also made Positivism and Spiritualism
all the more attractive to feminists and brought them into even greater
contact with several important republican sub-groups, particularly the
Freemasons and the Protestants,

Education presented one of the principal battlegrounds on which

the “forces of change" confronted the "forces of order" in nineteenth-

century France., Both camps believed that to build a new society or to

finish the act of creation with the most perfect, most complete creature.”
Guerre aux Hommes, 19.

821 ¢on Richer, Lettres d'un libre-penseur 3 un curf de village,
précedé d'une introduction par M, Ad, Gu€roult (2 vols., Paris, 1868-69).
For an example of Richer's continuing interest in “priest-baiting," once
feminism became his primary pursuit, see the report he published on
AbbE Baque, a young priest who seduced a parishioner, The girl in ques-
tion received five years imprisonment at hard labor for infanticide;
Baque received a transfer, Le Droit des Femmes, & September 1887,

83John McManners, Church and State in France, 1870-1914 (New
York’ 1972 ) » l‘.‘ls.
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reinforce the old depended on capturing (enlightening?) the minds of
youth, Feminists shared this belief passionately. In their eyes the
systdme masculiniste had reduced women to a state of enforced ignorance,
and then, after centuries of exclusive concentration on men's minds,
had perversely attributed woman's intellectual torpor to her "nature,”
Hence, to feminists improved education represented not only a prerequi-
site for woman's equality but the confirmation of a thesis, Learning
reforms also struck feminists as a logical extension of the neo-tradi-
tional mére &ducatrice ideal. Consequently, as one of the many "forces
of change” in education, feminists entered into contact with a host of
groups and individuals who shared a desire to make schooling universal,
compulsory and lay., These contacts coincided with self-help efforts
like the establishment of the first professional school for girls in
1862 by Elisa Lemonnier and the founding @& few years later of a Societé
de la Révendication du Droit des Femmes, whose primary objective
centered on improving woman's education.84 But the contacts enabled
feminists to reach beyond their limited following and to enlist the
support of individuals like Ferdinand Buisson, a Protestant educator
who eventually became the foremost male advocate of woman's suffrage,
and the backing of groups like La Ligue de 1'Reeignement, founded in
1866 by Jean Mac&., The success of the Ligue, which acquired 17,856
members grouped into fifty circles by 1870, provided an organizational

model for Léon Richer's Ligue Fran;aise pour le Droit des Femmes,

84Char1es Lemonnier, Elisa Lemonnier, fondatrice de la Sociéte
pour l'enseignement professionel des femmes (Saint Germain, 1866), For
a later assessment of professional education for girls in France see:
Cl€mence Royer, "L'Enseignement professionnel en France,” La
Sociét€ Nouvelle, X (1889), 306-29,
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created in 1882, while Mac& himself displayed an active interest in
feminism through contributions to Deroin's short-lived Opinion des Femmes
in 1849 and membership in Richer's Ligue.85

Mac® also participated in the upsurge of pacifist activity that
swept France in the 1860's., He joined a Ligue pour la Paix in 1862 and
in 1867 he collected forty~-eight signatures, half German and half French,
against war from both sides of the Rhine in the neighborhood of his home-~
town, Beblenheim, Alsac¢.86 At Paris in 1867, Frédéric Passy founded
La Ligue de la Paix, which later called itself the Société des Amis de
la Paix and finally the Société de 1'Arbitage, and several men, inclu-
ding divorce advocate Naquet and Code critic Acollas, created La Ligue
de la Paix et de la Libert&, Earlier, between 1858 and 1863, a third
major peace organization had come into existence, the Ligue do Bien
Public.87 None of these Ligues and Sociétés espoused conscientious paci-
fism like the Quakers, but all demanded abolition of permanent armies and
international arbitration of disputes, Feminists rallied to pacifism of
this type out of a concern for human welfare and, more specifically, be-
cause they perceived war as the inevitable result of the male egotism

cultivated by the systéme masculiniste, Furthermore, pacifism represen-

ted a logical feminist counter to the widespread belief that woman's

subordination derived of necessity from the greater sacrifices made by

85M1che1 Tricot, De 1'Instruction publique ¥ 1'€ducation perma-

nente (Paris, 1973), 29. A Comité des Dames de la Ligue de 1'Enseigne-~
ment included Madame Jules Ferry, Paul Bert and Ferdinand Buisson,
Louli Sanua, Figures f&minines 1909-1939 (Paris, 1949), 69.

86Tt1cot, De 1'Instruction publique, 28.

87Edmond Potonié-Pierre, Historique de Mouvement Pacifique
(Berne, 1899), 83-89,
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men on the battlefield., Peace advocates reciprocated feminist enthu-
siasm for their cause by emphasizing woman's emancipation. In 1868,
the second congress of La Ligue pour la Paix et la Liberté passed a
resolution endorsing equal social and political rights for women, and
initiated a study of the practical steps required to secure that end.88
“War against war" summed up the pacifist objective, and Emile de Girar-
din wrote a series of articles under that heading, The slogan itself,
however, came from the pen of Edmond Potonié=Pierre, whose wife Eugidnie
helped lead feminism through its first generation.89

In 1868 F, Santallier, the director of the Journal du Havre,
created a Union de la Paix, The new Union had its own journal with

1,500 subscribers, and Saint-Simonian Arlés-Dufour figured among its

honorary members, Much of its support, however, came from several

88Ju1es Tixerant, "Le Mouvement féministe sous le second Empire,"”
Ligue Frangnise pour le Droit des Femmes, Bulletin Trimestriel, April
1911, 3,

89Potonii-Pierre, Historique du Mouvement Pacifique, 88. Pacifism
eventually became a determinant for participation in the feminist move-
ment and the larger women's rights coalitions, Anti-pacifists had either
to remain aloof, like Madame Juliette Adam, or risk expulsion. In 1909,
for example, the National Council of French Women announced the disaffi~
liation of Jeanne Deflou's Groupe Frangais d'Etudes Féministes and the
Comité& ariégeois de Progrds Féminin for their opposition to pacifism,
L'Action Féminine, 1 April 1909, With the outbreak of war in 1914, the
Interior Ministry ordered an investigation of the major women's and
feminist groups, only to discover that their earlier espousal of paci-
fism had largely ceased with the onset of hostilities, The investiga-
tors praised French feminists for boycotting a peace conference at the
Hague, a gathering that arose “from a manner and from a spirit that are
very particular to people of Cermanic origin and affinity." The report
concluded that, a few iadividual exceptions notwithstanding, the vast
majority of feminists had not responded to foreigners' perfidious peace
propaganda, France, Ministry of the Interior, AN F/ 13266, "La Cam-
pagne féministe en faveur de la paix" (1915)., Prior to the war and with
non-pacifists excluded from feminist ranks, the chief debate within the
movement revolved around whether or not feminists should endorse mili-
tary service for women, Some supported such service in the name of sex
equality, others opposed it in the name of peace,
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Masonic lodges in the vicinity.90 The year before a professor at the
lycée of Metz founded the first branch circle of the Ligue de l'Enseigne-
ment, The Prefect at Moselle immediately authorized the circle, but the
local bishop excommunicated the professor, who also headed Metz's
Masonic Lodge, Throughout France other Lodges sponsored Ligue circles,
and Mac&, a Mason himself, wrote of the connection: "The two institu-
tions are certainly independent of each other, but they are sisters as
well, very certainly, their principle being the same: war on ignorance
and on intolerance,"’!

Thus emerged ties that increasingly brought French Freemasonry in-
to extensive contact with reformism, Feminists recognized this develop-
ment and strove to make common cause with it., They too perceived their

' Freemasons exclu-

struggle as a "war on ignorance and on intolerance.'
ded women from membership, but they shared feminism's aversion to
clericalism and its interest in pacifism and education. Like Guéroult's
Opinion National, moreover, Fresmasons benefited from Imperial indul-
gence at the end of the Second Empire, despite their republican
sympathies, Hence, in addition to similar ideals, feminists could
utilize the freedom enjoyed by Masonic forums to spread their message
about woman's plight, Above all, however, Masonry constituted one of
the most important groups through which the future politicians of France
passed, enabling feminists to engage the attention of at least a portion

of the political cstablishment.92

90Potonii-Piorre, Historique de Mouvement Pacifique, 88.

Tricot, De 1'Instruction publique, 25.

9ZGoor;es Weill wrote that "under the Empire, as under the
Restoration and under Louis-Philippe, the directors of freemasonry sub-
mitted to the orders of the government; the Grand-Orient came to accept

91
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Compared to its ties with anti-clericalism, education reform,
pacifism and Freemasonry, feminism's link to philanthropic reformism was
relatively weak, Feminists assisted the downtrodden, especially stranded,
working and imprisoned women, but their objective went beyond the simple
alleviation of misery. They hoped to effect a fundamental alteration of
French society to the end that charity, if it continued to exist at all,

would play only a minimal role, Feminists perceived their charges not

without murmur the grand master imposed by Napoleon III, Marshal Magnan;
but he did not prevent the lodge '"Renaissance par les €mules d'Hiram"
from becoming, under the direction of Massol, a foyer of republican
ideas. In the Scottish Rite the grand master was Crfmieux; lodge 133
had as Venerable Henri Brisson, as orator Floquet, among its members
Gambetta, Ferry and the brothers of Fonvielle, More than one lodge
served as a point of departure for a very precise political action."
Histoire du Parti Républicain en France 1814-1870 (Paris, 1928), 359,
Mildred J. Headings has described the political importance of
Masons under the Third Republic: "By the late /eighteen/ eighties the
Freemasons claimed that the large majority of the deputies, ministers,
councillors of all kinds, and officials, were Freemasons, Prime mini-
sters who were (or had been) Freemasons included Jules Simon, Jules
Ferry, Gambetta, Fallilres, Brisson, Rouvier, Tirard, Floquet, Charles
Dupuy, Bourgeois, Méline, Combes, Monis, J. Caillaux, Doumergue,
Viviani, Millerand, G. Leygues, A, Sarraut, Camille Chautemps, and
Blum.” 1In the critical post of Minister of Public Instruction, femi-
nists had to deal with a number of Freemasons: Jules Simon, Jules
Ferry, Spuller, Paul Bert, Lockroy, Falli3res, Bourgeois, Dupuy,
Leygues, A, Rambaud, Chaumi&, Bien-venu Martin, Doumergue, M, Faure,
Viviani, Augagneur, A, Sarraut, Lafferre, and Chautemps, French Free-
masonry Under the Third Republic, The John Hopkins University Studies
in Historical and Political Science, Volume 66 (Baltimore, 1949), 79-80.
Jose-Maria de Hérédia, politician, Mason, and feminist, expressed
the common concern of Masons in respect to women at an Adoption Lodge
ceremony in 1878: "Freemasonry does nothing more than reflect the opin-
ion of French democracy; it sums up all the aspirations of republican
opinions it does not need to have recourse to force or to ruses, because
it indulges in no Machiavellian projects; but what it wishes to conquer
above all is woman, because she is the last fortress that the spirit of
obscurantism opposes to human progress.” Cited in Marianne Monestier,
Les Societ€s secridtes féminines (Paris, 1963), 129, See also: Elaine
Brault, Le Franc-Maconnerie et 1'émancipation des femmes (Paris, 1953);
Gaston Martin, Manuel d'histoire de la franc-magonnerie francaise (Paris,

1929); Jacques Mitterrand, La Politique des Francs-Macons (Paris, 1973);

Charles Laurent, Les Droits de la femme: Droits Politiques; Docteur

Henri Fischer, Le ROle de la femme, conférence faite & la loge "le Lien
(Brussels, 1904); Robert Freke Gould et al., eds., A

des peuples,”
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so much as disadvantaged and in need of assistance from the well=-to-do,
but as oppressed. The cure to the ill lay in justice not alms. In ad-
dition to the difference in orientation towards the unfortunate, femi-
nists had little direct contact with Catholicism, one of the major agents
of philenthropy, and only relatively more with Protestantism, the other
chief philanthropic force. Given their hatred of clericalism, feminists
could hardly cooperate with the world of Catholic charities and, in any
case, the “priest-ridden" women in charge of such activities viewed
feminism as part of a larger Masonic plot to destroy society., In con-
trast, feminists had much in common with Protestants, particularly li-
beral Protestants, Both opposed clericalism, espoused republicanism,
and sought improvements in education. On the few occasions when the
Third Republic enacted legislation of benefit to women, liberal Protes~
tants occupied government posts in numbers inversely related to their
percentage of the population at IAtge.93 But there remained a world of
difference between even the mild religiosity of liberal Protestants and
the free-thinkers who dominated feminism's first generation. Consequently,
while feminists groped to consolidate their ranks and to formulate their

views in the period prior to 1889, Protestants developed a kind of

Libra f Freemasonry (London, 1906), I1I, 391-449, For a hostile
opinion, see: J. Tourmentin /1'abb& Henry-Stanislas-Athenase Joseph/,

La Femme chez les francs-m&gons d'agrls les derniers convents du G,°,
O, o (Paris, 1902),

93In the cabinet of 2 February 1879, for example, six out of ten
ministers were Protestants, Prominent Protestant politicians included
Waddington, Freycinet, Léon Say, Le Royer, Eugéne Pelleton, Nefftzer,
Réville, Jaureguiberry, and Paul Bert, Jules Ferry married a Protes-
tant in a civil ceremony. A prominent Protestant feminist and educa-
tor, Ferdimamd Buisson, felt that free-thinking and Protestantism had
much in common i{inasmuch as both beliefs emphasized a positivist ap~-
proach to free examination and opposed reliance on dogmas, miracles
and priests. Acomb, The French Laic Laws, 54-58,
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parallel organization, one part of which engaged in charitable acti-
vities, the other adumbrating a decidedly reformist but limited program
of women's rights, Throughout, individual feminists and Protestants
cooperated, but at the time of the 1889 revolutionary centennial their

distinctiveness surfaced in separate Women's Congresses.ga

Extremism

Although utopian socialism, republicanism, and reformism repre-
sented the most important alternatives through which feminists acquired
nevw ideas and new recruits, schools of thought both further right and
further left occasionally had a similar effect. The Duchess d'Uzds
(1847-1933) turned to feminism in the 1890's after a long association
with right-wing politics that included the financing of General Bou~
langer's abortive attempt to topple the Third Republic in 1889, and in

1896 Marie Maugeret's Le Féminisme Chr€tien signalled the persistence of

the conservative, Catholic family~centered cult of woman initiated by

95

Madeleine Sirey's La Mire de Famille in 1833, D'Uz¥s and Maugeret

approached the woman question in earnest, but at times a disingenuous

96Writ1ng in 1896 of the philanthropically-oriented official

Congrés International des Oeuvres et Institutions Féminines of 1889,
Marie Dronsart recalled that "a large number of feminine societies and
institutions were represented there by their delegates, whose dis-
courses and reports were very interesting, but the well-known sentiment
of the majority against Catholicism removed the representatives from
the religion which is that of the immense majority of French women; if
Mme, la comtesse de Verneuil and her daughter-in-law had not come to
open the golden book of Catholic charity and to give the list of its
admirable works for children and adults, one might have believed that
our country included only Protestants and Isrealites,” Dronsart, "Le
Mouvement Féministe,” 115,

95Sullcrot, Presse, 187-9, The Duchess d'Uzds (Marie-Adrienne-
Anne-Victornienne Clementine de Rochechouart Mortemart) served as presi-
dent of Schmahl's 1'Avant-Courridre, to which Madame Adam also belonged.
Suzanne Dudit, "La Dul®sse d'Uzds n'est plus,” Minerva, undated news-
paper clipping at BMD, Dossier Duchesse d'Uzis,
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quality characterized feminism of the right, as with £douard Drumont's
endorsement of woman suffrage:
Can you imagine in Parliament deputies more avaricious, more
stupid, more corrupt, more estranged from all feelings of
justice and respect for the rights of others, more basely
persecutory, more indifferent to the interests of the state
and to the honor of the country, more ready to squander the
millions in the budget than those who today comprise the
majority? == Assuredly no.

From the left the most famous convert waited until the eve of
the First World War to declare herself, S&verine (1855-1922) was too
young to participate in the movement's founding, and in the 1880's she
refused to collaborate with it on the grounds that she felt too femi-
nine, objected to joining any group, preferred the "social struggle,"

and considered her work on the Cri du Peuple more important. She

retired from public life in 1888, but returned over two decades

96Libre Parole, 9 June 1906, Jules Lemaitre agreed:_"I believe

that universal suffrage would be less bad, for some years /to come/, if
women voted, But again, universal suffrage strikes me as idiotic."
Unidentified press clipping at BMD, VOT 396, 1910, In his preface to
Camille Rouyer's Les Chemins de la vie: La Femme dans 1'Administration
(Tours, 1900), Drumond expressed approval of Rouyer's attempt to pro-
vide women job-seekers with employment information, given the unfor-
tunate state of French society: "In respect to feminism, as with many
ether contemporary questions, every man who observes and reflects is
obliged to have two opinions: a theoretical opinion, and a second
opinion dictated by the facts, imposed by the practicalities of life,
by the incoherent spectacle of a society where no one is any longer in
his /Jor he;7 place, and that, under the cloak of refined civilization,
returns little by little to chaos and to the savagerie of primitive
times,” In theory, women should remain at home and avoid competing
with men, Maternity represented woman's highest duty, wrote Drumont,
but "in today's society, which pretends to be egalitarian and which is
only a despotic oligarchy where Jews and Freemasons reign and govern,
woman 1is mo more than an instrument of pleasure or a tool of work and
of profit easier to control and less costly than others; she is a
beast of burden or a small, gentle animal of the philosophers of the
eighteenth century, a being who dresses herself, prattles about, and
undresses.,” Hence, so long as social disruption continued, women had
to have practical advice about employment opportunities. (7-9).
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later as a feminist and organizer of a giant women's day celebration
on 5 July 191“.97

Overall the links between feminism and the more extreme right
and left involved only a handful of individuals and evolved only after
the movement had established itself, Yet such links nonetheless illu-
strate vagaries in the interplay between woman's discontent and the
ways in which that discontent might express itself., Indeed, the non-
feminist right «- Catholic, royalist, anti-Masonic, and opposed to
separation of Church and State =- rallied hundreds of thousands of
French women at the turn of the century to groups like La Ligue des
Femmes Frangaises, founded at Lyon in 1901, and its offshoot, La Ligue
Patriotique des Francaises. From 1909 a Fédération Internationale des

Ligues Catholiques Féminines provided a forum for coordinating the ac-

tivities of these groups.98 For French feminism the significance of

97Siverine (Caroline Rémy, dame Guebhard) repeatedly scoffed at
invitations to join the feminist movement in the 1880's and 1890's, see:
Ls Citoyenne, September 1885; La Matin, 18 December 1892; La Revue
Feministe, October 1895, 3-5, TBUT oN the eve of the Pirst World War,
she spearheaded an effort to create an Entente Fédérale des Sociftés
pour le Suffrage des Femmes and to make Condorcet's death date, the
eighth of April, the annual day of feminist celebration, see: L'Aurore,
3 June 1914; La Francaise, 5 July 1914; and an unidentified clipping at
BMD, Dossier VOT 396 1910,

98The Ligue des Femmes Frangaises was founded at Lyon in 1901 as
a vehicle to oppose the law on religious congregations, Its infiltra-
tion by royalists and Assumptionists led to a split at the time of the
1902 elections, from which emerged the Ligue Patriotique des Frangaises.
Together with the Association Catholique de la Jeunesse Frangaises, the
Ligue Patriotique formed the nucleus of the Action Liberale Populaire,
the political arm of Catholic women., The social arm of the Ligue
Patriotique cooperated with the Action Sociale de la Femme, established
by Jeanne Chenu in 1900, Catholic women of various countries worked
through the Association Catholique Internationale des Oeuvres de Pro-
tection de la Jeune Fille, founded at Fribourg in 1896, The composite
goal of these groups was to improve the lot of women, to promote the
Catholic religion, and to reform the parliamentary system.
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this penomenon was twofold, First, it highlighted the complexities of

consciousness, revealing how alienating experiences could, if misdirected,

By 1909 the split between the royalist Ligue des Femmes Frangaises
and the Ligue Patriotique had partly healed, and, in any case, the latter
had organized 400,000 members into over 900 committees, By 1913 the
Ligue Patriotique had 1,042 committees and 500,000 members. In the same
year a report to the Interior Ministry noted the considerable influence
of the Ligue Patriotique: "It is uncontestably the most powerful of the
feminine organizations; it clearly dominates the Ligue des Femmes Fran-
gaises whose sympathies are with the royalist party.” Report F. 1633
of 27 May 1913 in AN P7 13215, During the First World War another report
depicted the Fédération International des Ligues Catholiques Féminines,
founded on the initiative of the Ligue Patriotique in 1909, as politi-
cally and religiously reactionary but very patriotic and anti-pacifist.
Report 6852 of 5 September 1915 in AN F’ 13215.

In the eyes of the Ligue Patriotique, feminism represented a dan-
ger to faith and society; '"The fdeas of the International Council of
Women /founded in 1888/ are anti-Catholic. The president of its French
[section/ is a sectarian /[ie. Protestant/. One of the most visible
personalities of this association_is a free-thinker, . . » It would be
imprudent to take part in these /feminist/ congresses where Catholic
women will always be in a minority and where they will confront questioms
that violate our principles.” Report to the Service Internationale des
Ligu’s Catholiques Feminines par une correspondante de la F&dérationm,

AN F’ 13215, Catholic women held their own women's congress in 1900,
and, beginning in 1904, they held annual Jeanne d'Arc Conferences,

Spokesmen for the Ligue Patriotique viewed feminism as a "terror
polluted by a horde of foreigners, of freemasons,"” Octave Chambon, Le
Devoir social de la femme francaise. Address delivered at Ploermel 21
December 1902 (Auxerre, 1902), 22, Freemasonry represented a "monster
from hell.” Madame J, Drujon, Ligue Patriotique des Femme Francaises.
Address to the women of the Ligue at Tarascon (Avignon, 1911)., On the
issue of woman suffrage, the Ligue Patriotique took the position in
1914 that "it is not a question of combating or approving women's vote,
but to state that it is not utopian, an impossibility." Unda’ed clip~
ping from Echo de la Ligue Patriotique des Francaises in AN F’ 13215,
The Ligue attributed the absence of woman suffrage in France to Pro-
testant fears of Catholic women, After the First World War, Catholic
suffragists founded the Union Nationale pour le Vote des Femmes, which
cooperated closely with Chenu's Action Sociale de la Femme, The Duchess
de la Rochefoucauld served as the Union's president.

In addition to the Ligue Patriotique and the Ligue des Femmes,
Catholic women could turn to other organizations, such as the Comit®
des Dames of La Patrie Frangaise, created in January 1899 with the aid
of Jules Lemaitre, and to a number of journals, like La Femme Con-
temporaine founded by J, Lagardere in 1903, Needless to say, the
rapid growth of these Catholic women's organizations and journals
after the turn of the century reflected the failure of first genera-
tion geminists to make inroads among the vast major’ty of women in
France. For information on this subject, see: AN F’ 13215 for the
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provoke a reactionary strengthening of traditional ideas about women,
Second, the objectives of these conservative women's Ligues mirrored in

reverse the various reforms with which feminists strongly identified,

Womanism and Feminism

Alongside the various socialist, political, and reformist move-
ments that provided alternatives through which the sxstzme's alienated
could acquire a sense of direction, there existed two additional outlets
for the discontented, womanism and feminism itself, "Womanism" refers
to a trend that, growing in strength throughout the nineteenth century,
focused attention on many of the problems confronted by women, It
could hardly be called a movement, however, because it lacked both or-
ganization and ideology. Highly issue-oriented it overlapped feminism
in pinpointing specific abuses, but its central characteristic was sim=
ple concern, In searching out and revealing the plight of women, it
represented a form of what Americans at the turn of the century called
"muckraking.” At the point where new consciousness might begin, womanism
abetted feminism by exposing gynophobic sores in the French social body.
Beyond that its value to feminism proved limited, and if anything its
specificity tended to obscure the more general problem of woman's
oppression,

Womanism manifested itself in a variety of ways, in novels like

Andre L&’ Un mariage scandaleux (1862), Une yjeille fille (1864), and

Un divorce (1866); in documentaries like the third edition of Alexandre

Ligue Patriotique des Femmes and AN F/ 13229 for the Comité des Dames}
Comtesse de Keranflech=Kernezne, Madame Chenu 1861-1939 (Paris, 1940);
Madame M, Penson, Le Rfle actuel de la femme, Conférence faite & la

Ligue Patriotique des Francaises (Bordeaux, 1911); and Madame Anna
Lampériere, Le ROle social de la femme (Paris, 1898)
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Jean-Baptiste Parent-Duchdtelet's two volume study De la Prostitution
dans la ville de Paris (1857) and Louis Reybaud's Etudes sur le régime
des manufactures, Condition des ouvriers en soie (1859); in histories
like Clarisse Bader's La Femme dans 1'inde antique (1864) and La Femme
biblique (1866); in drama like Alexandre Dumas' La Dame aux camélias
(1852) and L'Ami des femmes (1864); and in a host of newspaper and maga-
zine articles, pamphlets, brochures, and university ltudiel..” Between

1864 and 1869 at least three works addressed the subject of "women in

the nineteenth century,"” and towards the end of the century the number

of law dissertations on women increased from 14 in 1884-85 to 30 in

100

1894~95 and 51 in 1904-05, Fifty-four percent of these dissertatioms

related to issues arising out of marriage, but, regardless of the focus,
they reflected the growing trend of popular, professional, and academic
concern for one or another aspect of woman's condition.

The other alternative through which the nxsthﬂ'l alienated could

find direction was feminism itself, Once the movement acquired a

99Andri Léo /LEodile Chn.npnig, Un mariage scandaleux (2nd ed.,
Paris, 1863), Une vieille fille (Paris, 1864), and Un divorce (new ed.,
Paris, 1869). Alexandre Jean-Baptiste Parent-Duchfitelet, De la Prosti-
tution dans la ville de Paris (3rd ed., 2 vols., Paris, 1859), Louis
Reybaud, Etudes sur le régime des manufactures, Condition des ouvriers
en soie (Paris, 1859), Clarisse Bader, La Femme dans 1'Inde antique,
&tudes morales et littéraires (Paris, 1864) and La Femme biblique, sa
articipation au developpement de 1'idée religieuse (Paris, 1866). After
1870 Bader wrote: La Femme grecque; &tude de la vie antique (2 vols.,
Paris, 1872), La Femme romaine: &tude de la vie antique (Paris, 1877),
and La Femme francaise dans les temps modernes (Paris, 1883). Alexandre
Dumas fils, La Dame aux camelias; drame en cinq actes (Paris, 1852) and
L'Ami des femmes; comédie en cing actes (Paris, 1864).

100g nest Legouvé, La Femme en France au dix-neuviéme siécle
(Paris, 1864). Paul Thouzery, La F au XIXe siecle: Ce gu'elle est
Ce qu'elle doit €tre (Paris, 1866). Eugéne Pelletan, La Femme au XIXe
siScle (Paris, 1869). Catalogue des théseset &crits académiques:
Année scolaire 1884-85, 1894-95, 1904-05 (Paris, 1885, 1895, 1905).
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semblance of organization, it provided an obvious channel into which
discontent @ould flow. Soon after leaving the convent in which she
grew up, Hubertine Auclert heard about feminism and immediately left for
Paris to join the movement.w1 Marguerite Durand, actress turned
journalist, drew an assignment to cover the 1896 Women's Rights Congress,
and stayed, The next year she founded La Fronde (1897-1905, 1914), the
first newspaper entirely rum by women.m2 Isabelle Bogelot joined the
movement almost as a matter of course; she had been raised in the home
of feminist Maria Deraismes.103 But these and other later-day recruits
enlisted in an effort that had already achieved a degree of consolidation,
Such was not the case for the movement's initiators, who had to fashion
an organization ouy of whole cloth,

However, the whole cloth presented at least three workable
qualities, The first consisted of convoluted snags and rips, comprising
the experential basis of woman's alienation under the sxstlme masculiniste,
From a feminist point of view, women had been drop-stitched out of the
otherwise progressive fabric of French society, The second and third
qualities might be likened to threads: one running backwards into time,
the other stretching across national boundaries. The one enabled femi~
nists to draw on the past for supportj the other brought sustenance and
direction from foreign contemporaries,

When French feminists looked backward, they saw not only a pattern

of increasing male oppression but repeated attempts by individuals and

101800 Chapter 1V,

1oanD, Dossier Durand.

1°3BMD, Dossier Bogelot,
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groups to throw off that oppression., Since the fourteenth century,
when Christine de Pisan published the first of her protests against
masculinisme, Epftre au Dieu d'Amour (1399), “forerunners" of feminism
had advanced arguments in favor of women's liberation.loa In the fif-
teenth century, these forerunners included Louise Labbé&, Frangoise de
Billon, Henri Estienne, Pierre de Bourdeille (BrantSme), and the woman
who "did the most for the cause," Marguerite de Navarre.lo5 In the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, salons provided forums for collec~
tive protest, while Marie de Gournay, Poulain de la Barre, and the philo-
sophes wrestled individually with what had become known as the "woman

n106 The revolutions of 1789, 1830, and 1848 engendered new

question.
pleas for woman's liberation and new forms of protest, particularly
women's clubs,

Thus, by the second half of the nineteenth century, the szst)me's
critics could look back on a tradition hundreds of years in the making.
Nothing like a consistent "line"” had arisen, but the legacy of protest
at least enabled the discontented to avoid an historical vacuum and to
experience a sense of continuity, The legacy also supplied useful heros,
models, and myths, Heros included the Marquis de Condorcet, whose death

date became women's annual day of celebration on the eve of the First

World War, and Jeanne d'Arc, whose image inspired feminists until

10l'La.xlu McDowell Richardson, The Forerunners of Feminism in French
Literature of the Renaissance The John Hopkins Studies in Romance Litera-
tures and Languages, Vol, XII (Baltimore, 1929), Larnac, Histoire de la
litterature f&éminine en France.

losBenuvoir, The Second Sex, 120,

106Abensour, La Femme et le féminisme avant la révolutionm.
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Catholic women partially coopted her at the turn of the century.107
Feminists could find positive models in what women had done in the past,
and negative models in what men in the past had prevented women from
doing. The historical mixture of female expression and male repression
led nineteenth-century feminists to put a premium on freedoms of speech
and association, and to become increasingly concerned with the political
question lest another masculine backlash should occur, Typically enough,
the most pervasive myth involved a lost Golden Age., Relative to men,
women had in fact been better off within the parameters of the old
order. "Neither feudalism nor the Church freed women,"” de Beauvoir has
written, "but with the abolition of serfdom "husband and wife lived on
a footing of equality in small rural communities and among workers; in
free labor woman found real autonomy because she played an economic and
social part of real 1mportance."108 Consequently, woman's denigration,
which evolved slowly during the Middle Ages and rapidly after the six-
teenth century, left a longing for customary law and the Gaulois tradi-~
tion. This longing exaggerated women's Gaulic freedoms, but historical
accuracy meant little to women exploited by the sxst§me masculiniste.w9

Through contacts with international feminism, French opponents of
the systéme masculiniste managed to avoid a sense of geographical isola-

tion, Foreign feminists took a keen interest in the French movement

because, wrote Kaethe Schirmacher of Germany, "the European woman's

107Lydio Martial quoted an advocate of women's liberation who ex-
pressed the typical feminist impression of the "Maid of Orleans;" “A
woman, Jeanne d'Arc, has certainly saved France, feminism can certainly
save society,” Lydie Martial, La Femme integrale (Paris, 1901), 40,

losBenuvoir, The Second Sex, 1ll4,

logsulletot, Presse, 13-1l4,
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rights movment was born in France; it is the child of the Revolution

of 1789,"110

In turn, French feminists repeatedly cited foreign advances
in woman's rights, hoping to prod France into emulation and to create an
impression of progress that the French situation could hardly impart by
itself,

Foreign developments influenced French feminism in several ways,

Among the most widely-read works on women in nineteenth-century France,

two came from England, Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the Rights

of Woman (1792) and John Stuart Mill's The Subjection of Women (1869),

and another came from Germany, August Bebel's Woman Under Socialism

(1883),111

The Anglo-Saxon and Scandinavian countries appeared as beacons
in respect to both organized feminist efforts and practical legislative
gains, American women held the first Women's Rights Congress at Seneca
Falls, New York in 1848, while Wyoming Territory led the western world in
granting full political rights to women.llz In 1851 Jeanne Deroin and

Pauline Roland wrote from their prison cell in Saint-Lazare: ‘''Sisters

of America! your socialist sisters of France are united with you in the

11OSchirmacher, The Modern Woman's Rights Movement, 175,

1uMary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman with
Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects (New York, 1967), John Stuart
Mill, The Subjection of Women (1869) in Alice S. Rossi, ed., Essays on Sex
Equality, John Stuart Mill and Harriet Taylor Mill (Chicago, 1970), 125-242,
August Bebel, Woman Under Socialism, trans, by Daniel de Leon from original
German of the 33rd edition (New York, 1971). For a feminist reaction to
Bebel's work, see Eugénie Potoni&-Pierre's three-part review in La Citoyenne,
5 July, 19 July, and 2 August 1891, Although Wollstonecraft's Vindication
is perhaps the best known of the late eighteenth~century works on women,
Melanie Lipinska considered Theodore Gottlieb Hippel's Uber die burgerliche
Verbesserung der Weiber (1792) to be the best contemporary examination of

the subject. Mélanie Lipinska, Histoire des femmes médecines depuis anti-
quité jusqu’'d nos jours (Paris, 1900), 291,

112For an interesting account of woman suffrage in the American west,
see Alan P, Grimes, The Puritan Ethic and Woman Suffrage (New York, 1967).
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vindication of the rights of woman to civil and political equality."113
In response, the Second National Woman's Rights Convention, meeting at
Worcester, Massachusetts, delegated Lucretia Mott to correspond with French
feminists, Those with first-hand knowledge of the United States included
Olympe Audouard, who traveled there in the late 1860's, and Communard

£lie Reclus, who paid a brief visit to a couple of American utopian com=

114 yot until 1881 did French feminists

munities during his post-1871 exile.
send an official representative to the United States, but by then extensive
contacts had already developed between French advocates of women's libera-

tion and their counterparts on both sides of the Atlantic,

Conclusion
By the late 1860's the stage was set for a revival of organized

feminism in France., In amlof itself that was not unusual, Somewhat in

113Miriam Schneir, ed,, Feminism: The Essential Historical Writ<
ings (New York, 1972)., For the complete text of this communication, see:
Stanton et, al., History of Woman Suffrage, I, 234=37,
11"Olympe Audouard, A _travers I'AmérigueE le Far-West (Paris,
1869) and A travers 1'Amérique, North America, Etats-Unis, Constitution,
moeurs, usagesE lois, institutions, sectes religieuses (Paris, 1871).
"

lie Reclus, "Etudes Sociologiques: Visite aux perfectionnistes d'
L}

oneida," and "Etudes Sociologiques: Visite aux shakers du mount libanon,"
La Société& Nouvelle, III (1885-86), 529, 45-71., Americans acquired an
impression of the French situation through the works of French feminists,
like André Léo's The American Colony in Paris in 1867 (Boston, 1868), and
the works of Americans in France, like Theodore Stanton's chapter on
"France” in his edited collection The Woman Question in Europe (New York,
1884), Based on Stanton's reports, Americans arrived at fairly accurate
pictures of the general situation of feminism in France: "For the moment,
the woman question in Europe is pushed into the background by the all-
absorbing struggle still going on in various forms between the republi-
can and the monarchical principle, between the vital present and the mori-
bund past . . o . During the second empire, in spite of the oppressive
nature of the government, the movement took on a more definite form; its
advocates became more numerous; and men and women who held high places

in literature, politics and journalism, spoke out plainly in favor of
ameliorating the condition of French women, Then came the third repub=-
lic, with more freedom than France had enjoyed since the beginning of the
century., The woman movement felt the change, and, during the past ten
years, its friends have been more active than ever before.,"” Stanton, et. al.,
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advance of Eastern Europe and somewhat behind the Anglo-American=-Scan-
dinavian world, the emergent French feminist movement fell neatly into
line with the general impetus to women's liberation that swept the west
in the nineteenth century. Feminist consciousness in France bore the
imprint of two broad types of interrelated experiences, One type of
experience reflected the general situation of women in the western world;
the other stemmed from specific characterisitics of contemporary French
society,

As part of an international reaction to the general situation of
western women, the emergence of the French movement raises the larger
question of why, at roughly the same moment in time, so many women and
men, in so many places, sought (or fought against) woman's emancipation.
The answer perhaps has to do with the convergence of two trends. One
trend involved the images of woman., More so than men, whose images had

' women had been

traditionally been flexible and open to “allowances,'
measured absolutely against abstract ddeals and myths, Some of these
images revered woman, as with medieval Mariolatry and the Saint-Simonian
"female messiah,"” Others denigrated woman, as with Tertullian's belief

in her as the "devil's gateway" and Prefect Lacour's conviction that a
"bad" woman could always ruin a "good" man. But, although women occasion-
ally suffered the effects of prevailing reverential or denigratory images
(no doubt women in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries would have
preferred the courtly "pedestal™ to the inquisitors' witch-burning stake),

the specific content of these images was less important than the per-

sistent tendency to envelop women's lives in myth., So long as women

History of Woman Suffrage, III /1876-1885/, 896=96., Considerably less
accurate was the seiection of Alexandre Dumas fils and Victor Hugo as the
only two French "Eminent Advocates of Woman Suffrage,"” Stanton et, al,,

History of Woman Suffrage, IV / 1883-1900), 1084,
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remained "objectified" as woman, they stood little chance of developing
their full potential:
A man never begins by presenting himself as an individual of a cer-
tain sex; it goes without saying that he is man. The terms masculine
and feminine are used symmetrically only as a matter of form, as on
legal papers, In actuality the relation of the two sexes is not quite
like that of two electrical poles, for man represents both the positive
and the neutral, as is indicated by the common use of man to designate
human beings in general; whereas woman represents only the negative,
defined by limiting criteria, without reciprocity . . . . Thus human=-
ityis male and man defines woman not in herself but as relative to
him; she is not regarded as an autonomous being . « « « For him she
is sex =~ absolute sex, no less, She is defined and differentiated
with reference to man and not him with reference to her; she is the
incidental, the inessential as opposed to the esifgtial. He is
Subject, he is the Absolute == she is the Other,

The other trend involved the changing objective conditions of
women's livess habitation patterns, economic practices, reproductive
relations, political arrangements, etc, These varied greatly over time
but always reflected some "mix" of environmental and human factors, which
determined a society's general configuration and the specific parameters
within which people lived. Whether any particular social configuration
and its associated parameters realized the optimum potential of the two
factors at a given time is beside the point; even a fully-realized poten-
tial could fall short of what might be imagined. Thus, despite the fact
that variations in the mix occasionally engendered alterations in social
configurations, there usually remained a great many gaps between the
actual, the possible, and the imaginable.

One of the most important of these gaps had a direct bearing on
the general situation of western women over the centuries, So long as
limited possibilities coincided with extreme images of woman, women

could take advantage of the gap to live in relative freedom., In other

words, so long as the images of woman tended to the poles of the good-

llsBeauvoir, The Second Sex, xvii-xix,



L

=avil

[ 1

evil spect
far remove
tively una
attempted
virginal d
most women
objectifie
But
then conve
their expe
gence occy
The image
for women |
householq |
assumed po
Shifted wo
becane the
Reg
terisuc o
Past h“ge
CTeateq ou
‘Qrking an
before the

the nidd 1 e



120
evil spectrum and so long as objective conditions imposed parameters
far removed from those images, women's daily existences remained rela-
tively unaffected by the prevailing myths, Hence, although some women
attempted to approximate the reverential ideal, which usually involved
virginal desexualization, and others fell victim to the counter-ideal,
most women could partially, if not wholly, avoid the worst effects of the
objectified images of woman,

But what if new images and new objective conditions evolved and
then converged? The gap would close, and women would no longer enjoy
their experiential freedom of former times, Precisely such a conver=-
gence occurred in France and elsewhere during the nineteenth century,

The image of the mere educatrice prescribed a rather pedestrian destiny
for women compared to the older dichotomized images. As guardians of the
household and tenders of children, women lost much of their previously
assumed power to save or ruin society directly., Instead, the new image
shifted woman's salvational burden to children, whose number and quality
became the essential criteria for distinguishing "good" women from "bad,"

Regardless of the specific strictures, however, the central charac-
teristic of the mere educatrice ideal was its realizability, Unlike
past images, the mere educatrice meshed well with objective conditions
created out of evolving commercial and industrial abundance, Women of the
working and rural classes had to await a time of even greater abundance
before their condition could merge with the new ideal, but for women of
the middle class the gap between the possible and the imaginable underwent
a steady diminuation in the nineteenth century. Consequently, as the firat
to undergo the loss of their former experiential freedom on a large scale,
bourgeois women found themselves in a position where they had either to

accept the unusually constraining parameters on their daily lives or to
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rebel against them, The inclination to rebel drew added strength from
the fact that "the gap between women's narrowed sphere and men's expanding
one appears to have reached its greatest extent at a time when liberal and
libertarian ideas were in ascendance."116

Taken together, the closing of the image=conditions gap and the
widening of the gap in rights between women and men left an increasing
number of women in a state of ideo-structural bondage and provided the
victims of the szst?me masculiniste with a core of experiences common to
many women in the west, Yet, if feminist consciousness in France arose
in part out of experiences that transcended national boundaries, certain
peculiarities of contemporary French society also had & profound effect
on the movement, Once the requisite discontent had set in, the sxstéme's
alienated had to identify the causes of woman's oppression and the remedies
for alleviating it in their own society., French feminists had to acquire,
in short, a directed consciousness, In pursuit of that end, they turmed
their anguish against the more obvious institutions of male dominatiom,

especially the Church and Imperial "despotism,” and aligned themselves
with a wide variety of social critics: free-thinkers, utopian socialists,
republicans, Freemasons, and so on., Some of these critics espoused
feminism for positive ends, hoping to employ women's energy and talent to
remake society; others saw it as simply necessary, fearing the potential
destructiveness of an unenlightened womanhood. Still others cared hardly
at all about woman's liberation but cooperated with feminists in opposi~
tion to common enemies, Thus, although its main outlines reflected ideas
and conditions common to the contemporary west, Fremch feminism also dis-

played characteristics uniquely "determined" by the socio=-political

peculiarities of the socliety from which it emerged,

116w11111m L. O'Neill, The Woman Movement: Feminism in the United

States and Fpngland (Chicago, 1969), 17.
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CHAPTER II1I
CRISIS AND COOPERATION:
MARIA DERAISMES, LEON RICHER, THE

STRATEGY OF LE BRECIE, AND TIE CONGRESS OF 1878

A double division cut through the twenty years that elapsed
between the publication of Juliette Lamber's Ideces anti-proudhoniennes
in 1858 and the first French Congress for Women's Rights, convened at
Paris in late July 1878, One division came at roughly the end of the
first of those two decades. By the late 1860's, feminism had overcome
the masculine backlash that had reduced the movement to silence in the
aftermath of the abortive 1848 revolution, More works of womanist or
feminist orientation appeared under the Second Empire than in any other
epoch of nineteenth-century Fra<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>