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ABSTRACT

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE MIDWESTERN
GAY AND LESBIAN ACADEMIC COMMUNITY:
STONEWALL AND THE IVORY TOWER

By

Albin Michael Rose

This thesis presents the historical position of the gay and lesbian
academic community in the era surrounding the Stonewall riots of 1969,
focusing on the influence this watershed moment in gay history may have
had in a Midwestern academic setting. After a discussion of the evolving
societal perspectives towards both homosexuality and American education,
further insights will be made using oral histories collected from six subjects
involved in Michigan academia during this time. The findings show that,
despite the psychological and geographic distance of the riots, Stonewall's
influence has gradually reached the Midwest, its impact diluted but
nonetheless providing a key historical moment even for a community of gays
and lesbians as removed from activism as those in the academe. Their
strategies for accommodation and survival illustrate the continuing struggle
of a minority bound by the values of a professional class and the fears of a

homophobic society.
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INTRODUCTION

The gay and lesbian community in the nineteen-sixties was barely
acknowledged by anyone outside of its immediate circles. Though the sexual
revolution and the Vietnam war protests were causing a great deal of social
upheaval, most lesbians and gay men had little connection with each other
save for the occasional solace of a well-hidden gay bar. Much of this changed
in the aftermath of the Stonewall riots in New York City in the summer of
1969, where radical young members of the gay community found the
inspiration to organize and politicize their numbers. However, the
newfound sense of strength and security that came with the gay liberation
movement did not reach all aspects of the gay experience with the same
speed. In fact, there are some corners it has yet to fully penetrate even today.
While the movement brought new levels of self-acceptance and pride to
those in the larger cities along both coasts, it did not reach the many smaller
gay communities in the Midwest so quickly.

Due to the recent steady stream of coverage, the military seems the
most obvious example of a profession where gays and lesbians have yet to be
fully accepted. Some recent examples of literature on this subject are works by
Randy Shilts, Kate Dyer, Allan Bérubé, Jose Zuniga, and Margarethe

Cammermeyer.!] However, there are less obviously heroic professions that

1see Randy Shilts, Conduct Unbecoming: Gays and Lesbians in the United States
Military (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1993); Kate Dyer, Gays in Uniform: The Pentagon's

Secret Reports (Boston: Alyson Publications, 1990); Allan Bérubé, Coming Out Under Fire: The
1
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are home to as much irrationality and homophobia, if not more, than the
military. It is the often overlooked field of education that serves as the focal
point of this thesis. In comparison to the issue of gays and lesbians in the
military, the few texts that do focus on this community make mention of the
scarcity of research in the field.l

The Midwestern gay academic community of the nineteen-sixties and
nineteen-seventies was not a community in today's sense of the word.
Certain professors maintained contact with each other, but there was not
much of a network beyond that. By studying the historical factors at work in
shaping the academic profession in the United States, I intend to show how
an atmosphere of social conservatism and intellectual repression became
entrenched in institutions of higher education in the American Midwest by
the early nineteen-sixties. In studying the history of social responses to
homosexuality, I hope to illustrate how a once-unspoken climate of
oppression in American society and higher education was made a subject of
public discourse and institutionalized by the middle pf the century. With
these two historical overviews in mind, a brief history of the lesbian or gay
academic will be presented, showing how the behavioral restraints of both
backgrounds made their activity in gay liberation a greater challenge. I intend
to establish that the interrelation of the lower Michigan academic community
and the still-hidden gay and lesbian circles came later to the Midwest despite
the advances on both coasts. This will be further demonstrated by an oral
history study of a selection of faculty and staff who served at schools in the

History of Gay Men and Women in World War Il (New York: Free Press, 1990); Jose Zuniga,
Soldier of the Year (New York: Pocket Books, 1994); and Margarethe Cammermeyer, Serving in

Silence (New York: Viking Press, 1994). .

1Gee David Smith, An_Ethnographic Interview Study of Homosexual Teachers'
Perspectives (Ann Arbor: University Microfilms International, 1985) and Karen Harbeck,
Personal Freedo. Public Constraints: An Analysis of the Controversy over the lo o
Homosexuals as School Teachers (Ann Arbor: University Microfilms International, 1987).
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mid-Michigan area roughly between 1965 and 1979.

There is a marked contrast between the lesbian and gay community
and other minorities. Whereas most minorities are defined by an external
characteristic, such as gender or skin tone, the gay and lesbian community is
distinguished by sexual orientation, which is much more a behavioral
characteristic. Contrary to popular myth, one cannot recognize a lesbian or
gay male at a glance—certainly not in the same way one recognizes a woman
as a woman or an Asian as an Asian. Characteristically, the problem for the
lesbian or gay professional has not been difficulty getting into a well-paying
job or a position of prestige, but rather how to stay in one once established.
Quite often, and certainly more often in the past, the main requirement for
attaining such a position was (and is) to hide one's sexual identity. Once
hired, the challenge is either to maintain the facade or to retain one's position
after making one's sexual orientation known. However, the latter has never
been an easy option for members of the educational profession. The
temptation to remain closeted is great when the pert;eived risks involve not
only the loss of a job, but the loss of a recommendation, and thus any chances
at future educational employment. The basis of these fears will be elaborated
upon in the following historical overview.

The invisibility required to maintain a teaching position—either at the
grade school or the college level-has rendered the topic of homosexuality
almost non-existent in the world of publication for several decades running.
Until as recently as the nineteen-seventies, the academic community was
mute on the subject. By historian John D'Emilio’s estimation, the phrase
'Gay History' in 1970 was "an oxymoron. Homosexuality had no history. It
was a medical condition, a psychopathological state embodied in aberrant
individuals. It had been and remained hidden, isolated, and marginal, a set
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of disconnected and fragmentary life stories." Before established scholars
felt comfortable writing anything other than condemnatory texts discussing
homosexuals and potential "cures,” authors unconnected to the academic
world began publishing books on the gay and lesbian experience in the sixties
and early seventies through small independent presses.2 Not until the
seventies were well underway did members of the academe begin publishing
papers on the topic, having been spurred on by their non-academic
predecessors.3

In my attempts to write a thesis paper on the gay and lesbian academic
community, I encountered a number of problems. My earliest attempts at
research involved a search for books specifically about lesbian and gay faculty.
Such books are few and far between, despite the historically recent swell of
books by such academics. As recently as 1982, studies have shown a resistance
to researching and publishing in the educational field, with responses ranging
from "this study would not directly benefit the overall teaching profession” to
a curt "the study described in the proposal could not be endorsed.™ The
books that dealt with the gay liberation movements on campuses are most
often concerned with the direct activism of groups such as the Gay Liberation
Front, rather than the pursuit of equality in what is referred to as "the ivory
tower." Further, these books primarily deal with the two epicenters of
activism, San Francisco and New York. As is to be expected, there is scant
mention in these books of activity in the Midwest—though this is hardly the

fault of the authors, as most other urban centers trailed after these two cities

1Johr\ D’Emilio, Making Trouble: Essays on Gay History, Politics, and the University

(New York: Routledge Press, 1992), 96.

2]ohrl D’Emilio, Sexual Politics, Sexual Communities: The Making of a Homosexual
Minori% in the United States, 1940-1970 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1983), 139.
D’Emilio, Making Trouble, 98.

Making Tr ,
45mith, Interview, 22.
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in gay activity and visibility. As has been noted elsewhere, most of the
material on gays and lesbians in the educational profession discusses the legal
battles of either entrapped or simply "known" homosexuals in the
educational system.! The majority of this material is available in magazine
articles, rather than in book form. Works which did not deal with case law
history were concerned with those who taught at the grade school or high
school level. There was very little in print on the specific topic of lesbian and
gay college-level faculty, and much of this was concerned with more recent
issues than Stonewall or pre-Stonewall life. The bulk of the material
published by lesbian and gay faculty was on issues other than being a member
of the gay and lesbian academic community—most books published discussed
gay themes, but rarely dealt with the academic’s personal background in the
field discussed.

It is still worth discussing what was found, however on the general
topic of gays and lesbians in the field of education. The Gay Academic, edited
by Louie Crew, serves as a fine overview of the output immediately following
the first conference of the Gay Academic Union in New York City. Crew's
collection, divided by discipline, contains both new approaches of academic
topics from a gay perspective as well as treatises that more directly concerned
the gay or lesbian academic and gay liberation in geﬁeral. Examples of the
former included the analysis of homosexual love in four poems by Rilke, the
religious quest in the works of Christopher Isherwood, and a re-evaluation of
Sir Richard Burton's studies of homosexuality. Examples of the latter vary
broadly, expressing the variety of application gay aﬁd lesbian studies could
have in the academe. Barbara Gittings, editor of the pioneering lesbian

publication The Ladder, contributed a chapter on expanding the resources of

ISmith, Interview, 26.
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the nations libraries. Julia Stanley presented a treatise on the linguistic and
social sources of lesbian separatist politics originally written for a lesbian
workshop. Ara Dostourian submitted a chapter on a radical Christian
approach that suggested strategies for making Christianity relevant to a
society suffering from unnecessary sexual repression. Stephen J. Risch made
an observation in his article on a gay analysis of science and education that
could have been made by any of the contributors on any of their fields: "The
gay movement must not be merely a movement of resistance. It must be a
movement of liberation and social revolution... many scientists still labor
under the myth that science is somehow neutral and value free. I will argue
that it is much more realistic to admit in general our work reflects our
political ideology and that one should struggle toward bringing the two into
harmony-in this case harmony between our work and our philosophy of
sexual liberation."

Beyond Crew's collection, it seems difficult to track down texts from
the nineteen-seventies. In the nineteen-eighties, in the political wake of both
Anita Bryant's Save the Children campaign and California's Briggs
amendment, a handful of texts and dissertations came out on the topic of the
lesbian or gay teacher. Among them are David Smith's An_Ethnographic
Interview Study of Homosexual Teachers' Perspectives. Smith presents a
highly informative view of four teachers and their strategies for coping with
the often contradictory roles of teacher and homosexual. Smith uses a theory
of symbolic interactionism, a sociological line of reasoning derived from the
works of Sheldon Stryker and George Herbert Mead. The line of reasoning
Smith takes from this school of thought involves the collecting of a set of

1Stephen J- Risch, "Towards a Gay Analysis of Science and Education,” in The Gay
Academic ed. Louie Crew (Palm Springs: ETC Publications, 1978), 369-70.
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assumptions about the empirical world and a set of concepts with which to
describe the empirical world. Following observations of this empirical world,
these concepts and assumptions are questioned by a set of propositions that
arise from the assumptions previously made. A more fundamental tenet of
symbolic interactionism is that the self reflects the society, and that to focus
on one and not the other is inherently partial and incomplete.l With this
theoretical framework, Smith surveyed the beliefs and observations four
instructors at the high school level in an attempt to get as broad a variety of
responses on the issues in their lives. Texts such as Smith's and Sherry

Woods' 1990 dissertation The Contextual realities of Being a Lesbian Physical
Educator: Living in Two Worlds illustrate how valuable personal narratives

and the collecting of oral history can be in a field such as this. Responses
given in these works were quite informal and quite personal, insightful in a
way that broad-based surveys such as Kinsey's cannot be.

Another immensely informative text is Karen Marie Harbeck's

Personal Freedoms/ Public Constraints: An Analysis of the Controversy over
the Employment of Homosexuals as School Teachers, published in 1987. This

dissertation provides an exhaustive overview of the case law on gay and
lesbian teachers, primarily at the grade school and high school level. The text
includes a legal and sociological framework of interpretation which discusses
the law as a malleable thing which shapes itself to the morals of the times
rather than innate human conditions, a social tool which serves as "means to
an end."? Extensive research on five distinct eras of legal battles and social
change illustrate this view of the law though simultaneously expose its

intransigence in the face of swift social change. The case law history, covering

1smith, Interview, 9, 11, 12.
2Harbeck, Personal Freedoms, 21.
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the years from 1950 to 1987, offers a near-complete overview of legal battles of
the lesbian or gay instructor. Due to the taboo against the topic of
homosexuality in education, Harbeck has had no choice to focus on the legal
trail, but has found it rewarding nonetheless. Harbeck's tome would be a
valuable contribution to the literature in this field even if it were only known
for its extensive bibliography. The thoroughness of her research only helps to
point up how few full books are actually written by or on the gay or lesbian
academic; the majority of the texts referenced are magazine articles,
newspaper articles, or case law publications.

This list of books presented in this thesis, of course, is by no means
exhaustive. Smith indicated in his summary of his literature review that
"there is very little research on homosexual teachers that helps us describe
and explain their perspectives.”! Books published by small presses that never
found a home in a Midwestern library remain unlisted here. Publications

such as Crew's The Faggot in the Woodpile: Teaching Gay Students and
Barbara Grier and Coletta Reid's Lesbian Lives: Biographies of Women from

the Ladder were unavailable in the immediate vicinity. This in itself says
much about the local climate that Midwestern gays and lesbians in education
live in—a narrow spectrum of books is made narrower by the wait for

interlibrary loan and the distance from the coasts.2

smith, Interview, 26.

2However, more than books were written at the dawn of the gay liberation movement.
The vertical files in the Special Collections department are the home to fliers, leaflets, lecture
programs, activist group statements of purpose, newspaper clippings, long-abandoned journals,
and mimeographs of difficult-to-find pertinent articles, all the texts a movement produces as
transient or disposable literature. In among the leaflets and handouts were the names of the
individuals at the forefront of the campus gay liberation movements in Michigan. Here was
the list of speakers from the first Midwestern Gay Academic Union conference. Here were the
sources for what would be my first series of personal contacts with lesbian and gay faculty.




HISTORICAL OVERVIEWS: HOMOSEXUALITY AND EDUCATION

Throughout the history of civilization, there have been a variety of
different approaches to expressing love for a member of the same biological
sex, and not all of these have been construed as "homosexuality.” In ancient
Greece homosexual conduct was institutionalized in ritual initiation
encounters, though the issues were of class and generational dominance
rather than simply homosexual contact.l Even so, it was the sexual act that
was the concern of the culture, and though there were those who may have
enjoyed it more, the concept of a person as "a homosexual” did not exist at
that time.2 As has been indicated elsewhere, it is difficult to apply the
modern concept of "the homosexual” or even "homc_)sexuality“ to
premodern societies; the concept itself is historically specific.3 Between the
fall of the Roman empire and the seventeenth century, sexual acts that were
not directly procreative, long disdained in Hebrew law, came under more
specific attack from the Christian church—not any class of homosexuals per sé.
Because the concept of "the homosexual” has its origins in the phallocentric

concept of sodomy, lesbian activity is scarcely mentioned in either historical

1Harbeck, Personal Freedoms, 89; David F. Greenberg, The Construction of
Homosexuality (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1988), 106; David M. Halperin, “Sex
Before Sexuality: Pederasty, Politics, and Power in Classical Athens,” in Hidden From
History: Reclaiming the Gay and Lesbian Past, ed. Martin Duberman, Martha Vicinus, and
George Chauncey, Jr. (New York: Penguin Books, 1989), 46.

2Greenberg, Construction, 3, 93.

3Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, Volume I: An Introduction, trans. Robert
Hurley (New York: Vintage Books, 1978), 43.

9
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texts or in legal documents. The historical and social invisibility of women
fostered an even greater invisibility of anything resembling lesbian activity.
Sexuality and sexual desire would remain phallocentric in Western culture
for centuries.1

With the rise in seventeenth-century European capitalist society came
the new social role of the exclusively homosexual male—now that the family
was no longer required as an economic unit, those never interested in
heterosexual marriage were free to avoid it2 Women, still considered
sexually passive, were able to move in with each other and form life-long
bonds of friendship "surpassing the love of men." Because women were not
socialized to participate in public life, these private relationships were
considered normal, and because these relationships were not believed to
violate the "platonist ideal” of passionate love without actual genital sex, they
were condoned by society throughout the seventeenth, eighteenth, and
nineteenth centuries.3 This was not the case for men. Now not only the
homosexual act but a whole class of unmarried, horqosocial men was
condemned by the dominant culture. It is here we see the origins of Western
society's gay male underground.

This pattern was paralleled in the New World. Heterosexuality was so
much the norm that the concept indicating its opposite did not exist among
the settlers--it was lumped amongst the other sexual activities forbidden by

the church.4 Little would change in America until the dawn of the industrial

1judith C. Brown, "Lesbian Sexuality in Medieval and Early Modern Europe,” in
Hidden From History, ed. Duberman, Vicinus, and Chauncey, 67, 68.
Randolph Trumbach, “The Birth of the Queen: Sodomy and the Emergence of Gender
Equality in Modern Culture, 1660-1750," in Hidden From History, ed. Duberman, Vicinus, and
Chauncey, 140; D'’Emilio, Sexual Politics, 11.
3Lillian Faderman, Surpassing the Love of Men: Romantic Friendship and Love
Between Women from the Renaissance to the Present (New York: William Morrow and
CompanI, 1981), 74.
D’Emilio, Sexual Politics, 10.
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revolution, which brought about two new modern developments. The first

was the birth of bourgeois Victorianism, which idealized romantic love as it
obsessively pathologized sex. The other was the evolution of the city as
industrial center. Despite (or perhaps in response to) Victorian mores, with
the growth of major urban centers in the United States came more
homosexual activity because of the newfound security and anonymity of the
big city.l Because of the number of exclusive long-term relationships between
unmarried women in late nineteenth-century Boston, the term "Boston
marriage” came to describe the union.2 New York in the 1920's, especially
Harlem, was home to many clubs and social centers for the adventurous.3
By no means does this indicate that homosexuality was accepted in the
city. Though an unmarried life in the city may have emerged as an
alternative to compulsory marriage, there were still heavy injunctures
against practicing acts of homosexuality. Laws defining sodomy as a felony
instated soon after American independence remained on the books in all but
two states up to 1950—only kidnapping, rape, and murder brought stiffer
penalties.4 The punishments for "crimes against nature” remained
consistent for the greater portion of U. S. history. If the legal and religious
judgments against them were not enough, gays and lesbians were viewed
pathologically by the fledgling medical establishment. As early as the
eighteen-eighties, doctors debated amongst themselves whether
homosexuality was a disease, a birth defect, or a form of insanity> The

medical model did not become part of the general public's vocabulary on

1Fouc:ault, History, 103-105.

2Faderman, Surpassing, 190.

3Eric Garber, "A Spectacle in Color: The Lesbian and Gay Subculture of Jazz Age
Harlem," in Hidden From History, ed. Duberman, Vicinus, and Chauncey, 318.

4D'Emilio, Sexual Politics, 14.

Shbid., 15.
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homosexuality until the early nineteen-forties, when vast numbers of men
found themselves being quizzed on an unexpected topic.

During World War II, a large number of men were suddenly drafted
into the U. S. Army. Because of an observed increase in homosexual activity
in the ranks during the previous world war, military health officials were
concerned about the new draftees. Although there were questions for all
recruits regarding homosexual behavior, the interrogation was not in-depth.
Ironically, this made the issue of homosexuality much more visible than it
had been in previous American history.! Many lied in their patriotic fervor
and, to their surprise, discovered a small but significant subculture of gays in
the military. Individuals who had perhaps known a circle of two or three in
their hometowns found themselves immersed in a culture where tension
was high, comradeship was valued, and all the familiar faces and ways of
home were far away.

Simultaneously, large numbers of women were called upon to serve in
the army and to take the place of the men who had gone off to war.
Suddenly, the traditional roles of wife/ teacher/ nurse had been set aside in
the name of patriotism. The all-volunteer Women's Army Corps took in a
number of women yearning to escape traditional women's roles. The image
of "Rosie the Riveter” trumpeted a new creature—a successful, productive
woman, able to hold her own in the outside world. In the civilian world and
in the military, women learned new professions and skills in fields they had
never been allowed access to before. Vast numbers of farm daughters left the
isolation of their small town communities to find industrial work--and a

thriving new gay nightlife--in the city2 New networks of communication

1Allan Bérubé, “Marching to a Different Drummer: Lesbian and Gay GIs in World War
IL" in Hidden From History, ed. Duberman, Vicinus, and Chauncey, 387.
Ibid,, 385.
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between women sprang up, and vast numbers of lesbians suddenly
discovered that they were not alone. Much like the African American
soldiers who had gotten a taste of something close to equality in Europe
during the First World War, these women had gotten their first taste of
community and were not going to let it be peacefully taken back.
Unfortunately, with the end of World War II came a vicious
homophobic crackdown. Women were summarily fired to make room for
the returning men, but this was not the worst of the lesbian's problems—for
both them and the gay male population, the end of a long weary war meant
"witch hunts, bar raids, arrests, and a retreat to the closet."l Not only were
male and female branches of the army subject to purges, but both national
and state legislatures orchestrated antihomosexual hearings which easily
dovetailed with Senator McCarthy's anti-communist witch-hunts. The link
between homosexuality, national security and communism was easily made
in an era that believed gays and lesbians to be inherently psychologically weak
and unable to perform their duties without being susgepﬁble to the lure of sex
or the threat of blackmail. Likewise, as Communists were sure to "poison the
minds" of America's impressionable youth, so would the homosexual
corrupt their bodies? It was a time of being thought "guilty until proven
innocent,” and since Communists and homosexuals bore no obvious physical
characteristics, everyone was suspect and therefore pressured to conform.
Ironically, the threat of being accused of homosexuality was used as much to
keep heterosexuals, male and female, from straying from their expected roles

as much as it was to keep gays and lesbians from the public eye.3 With the

libid,, 391.
2D'Emilio, Making Trouble, 59, 48.
3Suzanne Pharr, "Homophobia: A Weapon of Sexism,” in Feminist Frameworks:

Alternative Theoretical Accounts of the Relations between Women and Men, 3d ed., ed. Alison
M. Jaggar and Paula S. Rothenberg (New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1993), 312.
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fighting at an end, the majority of Americans (and certainly the majority of
white males in power) wanted to return to the life of stability they had known
before the Great Depression and the war—a life long since rendered
unattainable with the changes in technology, politics, and social life. This did
not stop those in power from attempting a return to what was for many a life
of undue privilege. The American Dream that the U. S. A. had ostensibly
been fighting for was white male patriarchy at its purest—Dad at the head of
the table, his smiling wife serving him dinner while the kids play outside.
The gay men and lesbians who either could not or would not return to their
previous existences stayed in the cities to live as well as they could in the cold
war climate of repression. And so it was in the fifties that the issue of
homosexuality first became a truly public one in America—sparking the most
aggressive stance towards gays and lesbians in U. S. history.!

There were far-reaching repercussions from the U. S. government
wholesale firing of lesbians and gays. State and municipal government began
screening employees on issues of "morality,” and har.assment of gay and
lesbian citizens stepped up. Where once the condemnation had been private,
because of well-publicized federal statements branding gay men and lesbians
as "moral perverts and national security risks," local police forces were
suddenly given "free reign” harassing them. New life was breathed into old
sodomy laws. Dress code laws were passed and enforced. Raids on gay bars
occurred with impunity, names of the arrested were often printed in the
papers, and many of these people lost their jobs.2

There were glimmers of light in these dark times. Many cities had

1D’Emilio, Sexual Politics, 52.

2Gerard Sullivan, A Study of Political Campaigns of Discrimination Against Gay
People in the United States, 1950-1978 (Ann Arbor: University Microfilms International, 1987),
79
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their first gay bars open up in the nineteen-forties.! Social circles established

in the larger cities during the war did not vanish in the fifties, but merely
went underground. If nobody else did, then the law certainly viewed gays
and lesbians as a social group, albeit a group that (like African Americans in
the South) needed occasional "reminders” of its inferiority. In the police’s
efforts to root out the "homosexual menace,” more lesbians and gays were
made aware of each other's existence. Though arrests escalated to their peak
in this era, the groundwork had been laid for a solid gay subculture.

Political activism in the gay and lesbian world was not impossible in
the fifties—merely stressful and arduous. Nobody considered gays or lesbians
to be a minority group—it was viewed as an individual problem, a
psychological (if not criminal) defect in a person's character. Harry Hay, a
member of the Communist party since 1933, was the first person inspired to
organize the gay and lesbian community politically at a 1948 presidential
campaign meeting. After two years of searching for like-minded individuals,
he, Bob Hull, Chuck Rowland, Dale Jennings and "R." met at Hay's home to
discuss the formation of the Mattachine Society. Thr.ee of these men had
been members of the Communist party, one had defended Japanese
Americans unfairly interned during World War I, and R. had fled Austria to
escape the Nazis. They were all prepared to analyze the position of the
homosexual explicitly in terms of group oppression.

The Mattachine Society began building a large following through the
gay bars and underground networks, spurred on by the entrapment arrest of
Jennings. However, after the trial (which ended with a hung jury--a victory
in 1952), holding the party together became a challenge. The goals the
leadership had may have asked too much of the membership in general, who

1D'Emilio, Making Trouble, 66.
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were not prepared to make the leap to believing they were a genuine
persecuted minority. Furthermore, it was not common knowledge that there
were Communists in charge, and it was uncertain whether the members
could accept this. As the membership pushed for public respectability above
the socialist goals of the original leaders, several of the founders (including
Hay) resigned. Jennings turned to the editing of ONE, the first nationwide
publication devoted to the lesbian and gay population, which he helped
establish in early 1953.1 The sales of ONE exceeded 2,000 copies a month—
with readership much higher, due to copies passing hands—providing the
community with a publication that would publicize their concerns and
grievances with compassion and honesty, presenting them as more than their
stereoty pe to both the homosexual and the heterosexual community.

Unfortunately, the Mattachine society did not fare so well. By 1954
newcomers would be told nothing of the founders' political origins or their
"oppressed minority” model, and would come to see Mattachine as an
accommodationist organization, devoted to educating the homosexual about
proper citizenship and the American public about how to tolerate
homosexuals in their midst.2

Coinciding with Mattachine's fade from its assertive stance, the lesbian
population—never strong to begin with—faded and all but disappeared from
its ranks. The Society--founded by men—had attracted members primarily
through social contacts and by word of mouth which made it almost
exclusively male to begin with, and their fights rarely concerned lesbian
issues. This is not to say that pre-Stonewall lesbian activity was nonexistent.

Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon founded the Daughters of Bilitis (DOB) in 1955.

1D'Emilio, Sexual Politics, 73.
2bid., 90.
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Initially founded as a social alternative to the (negligible) lesbian bar scene,

DOB quickly evolved into an educational movement committed to changing
the public's attitudes towards lesbianism. Martin articulated the stance of the

lesbian as distinct from the gay male:

The Lesbian is first of all a woman.... It is time that the
Daughters of Bilitis and the Lesbian find and establish a much
broader identification than that of the homosexual community
or the homophile movement. The "battle of the sexes™ which
predominates in American society prevails in the homosexual
community as well and the Lesbian finds herself relegated to an
even more inferior status.l

The first edition of DOB's newsletter, The Ladder, was mailed to a
network of lesbians and to a list of professionals who had power over the
public's attitudes towards homosexuality, such as lawyers and psychologists.2
However, the white upper-middle class leadership failed to draw in large
numbers of lesbians. By eschewing bar culture (and the role of butch they felt
was linked to it) they kept a potentially powerful contingency of women from
their membership. Ultimately, DOB evolved into a group designed to help
introduce lesbians into society as inconspicuous and productive citizens, and
it was hard to keep members active once they had been "reintroduced.”
Much like the gay male populace, the bulk of the lesbians found a more solid
and comfortable life in the gay bars than amongst the accommodationist
homophile organization established to improve their lives. The
‘improvement’ these homophile organizations offered was not of the bar
patron’s design, and until any organization—lesbian or gay-took the broadest
homosexual subculture in existence seriously, the closet doors would have to

remain closed until somebody else smashed them open.

1Del Martin, “The Lesbian’s Majority Status,” The Ladder (June 1967): 24-26.
2D'Emilio, Sexual Politics, 103.
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By the late nineteen-sixties, many social institutions were being
smashed open. The decade had seen an explosion of articles on the world of
the homosexual—-though many were sensationalistic, a number of them were
increasingly sympathetic, observing (and having pity) rather than
condemning. Two important shifts in popular thought are observable from
this literature—not only did they approached gay and lesbian life as an
undeniable subculture unto itself, but they were willing to present three-
dimensional portraits of real human beings.! This makes sense, coinciding as
it does with the African American populace’s efforts to be seen as fully
human in the United States. For over a decade, the Civil Rights movement
had been rearranging the structure of race relations, with the more militant
branches of it advocating freedom "by any means necessary.” Protests of the
Vietnam War (and the government's hierarchical approach to authority) had
been escalating on college campuses and in most major cities. The "sexual
revolution” had given (male heterosexual) America much freer reign in its
sexual expression. A generation of young Americans were taking all this and
channeling it into a kind of "cultural radicalism,” a form of living breathing
revolution that advocated the positive remaking of the self that would be
consistent with the socio-political criticism of the New Left.2 As the sixties
drew to a close, women of this generation took this criticism one step further
and began to examine the social construction of sexual roles, and in the
process began to dismantle long-held assumptions of what "men" and
"women” were destined to be or do. The lesbian branches of the docile
homophile movement were unwilling to take this step, much as the male

contingency (long split from its Communist origins) was unable to advocate

I1bid., 139.
21bid., 225.
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the active alteration of the dominant society's system of values.

In all fairness, the homophile organizations had been able to exert
some influence before their waning. In the mid-sixties, they were able to
pressure New York City into reigning in police raids of gay bars. This helped
set the scene for the events in Greenwich Village. By the late sixties, the bar
scene in New York flourished, and most bar patrons had come to think of
their favorite watering hole as a reliable community center, a space they could
rightfully call theirs.

Thus, when the police arrived on June 27, 1969, to cart away the
" patrons of the Stonewall Inn, they did not encounter the usual compliance.
The patrons had spent the morning at the wake of Judy Garland, "the cultural
icon for gay men of the nineteen-fifties and nineteen-sixties.”l Gay men
across the nation were mourning for this woman whose songs and life had
meant so much to them, but those in New York who had been at the wake
were especially sorrowful. The typical crowd at the Stonewall was a "non-
vanilla”™ mix of people, both ethnically and sexually. .There were drag queens,
"flame" (partial drag) queens, African Americans, Puerto Ricans, and even a
small contingent of butch lesbians present. The patrons of color surely would
have heard the oppression and liberation theories of the Black Panther and
other militant groups, and the drag and flame queens, "long habituated to
defiance, and with no privileges left to lose,” were the first to fight back as the
police began filling the paddywagon.2 As the police tried to round up the last
of the patrons (some say it was a drag queen, others say it was a lesbian just
visiting an employee), a shower of coins, bottles and cobblestones rained
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