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ABSTRACT

MATHEMATICAL MODELING AND NUMERICAL SIMULATIONS OF

AUTOMOTIVE CATALYTIC CONVERTERS

By

Figen Lacin

The major undesirable chemical species that constitute the main exhaust

emissions produced by spark ignition engines are hydrocarbons (HC), carbon

monoxide (CO) and nitrogen oxides (NOX). The catalytic converter is one of the

important devices for the control of emission from spark-ignition engines. Several

concurrent physical processes such as convective heat transfer, gas phase

chemical reactions, surface reactions, flow oscillations, water vapor condensation

and diffusion mechanisms add to the system's complexity. Under cold-start

conditions, the catalytic converter does not become fully active during the first

two minutes of the operation, allowing a significant fraction of the overall

pollutants to be emitted. In the present study, a one-dimensional mathematical

model that physically represents a single channel of the honeycomb structure

has been developed. The effects of the geometrical parameters are investigated

for the cold start regime. A multi-dimensional model has been developed to study

the effect of the converter insulation. The results of the computations suggest

new material-dependent designs to improve the conversion efficiency of the

device and the cold-start performance. Moreover, from our model calculations,

we have observed that the monolith’s temperature and therefore the light-off time

are greatly affected by the noble-metal distribution over the honeycomb walls of



the monolith. We have demonstrated that the light-off time is significantly

shortened, by approximately 35%, using a suitable step-function for the noble-

metal distribution. Hence, the emissions of the exhaust gas are reduced without

increasing the cost of noble-metal materials used in the converter. For a given

converter geometry and an amount of noble metal, an optimum noble metal

distribution is being investigated with the understanding that the optimum noble-

metal distribution proposed has to be practical in the area of manufacturing.

Since the main source of the exhaust emissions is during the warm-up period of

converters from a cold-start, the reduction of emissions shown in our model

calculations is quite substantial.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Problem Deflnitlon and Objective of the Study

The gasoline, that contains a mixture of paraffin and aromatic hydrocarbons,

became an important part of our lives through the development of the spark-

ignited combustion engine. First, it enabled us to have controlled power to

operate automobiles. Then, like most of other inventions of human beings, it

brought some other problems to solve.

The combustion of gasoline in an engine, in simplified form, can be

described as the burning of hydrocarbons with the oxygen and producing the

water and carbon dioxide. The ratio of air (source of oxygen) to fuel is an

important parameter for combustion. The ideal combustion reaction in which

there is enough oxygen (but not excess) to have complete combustion, is called

a stoichiometric reaction. However, most of the time, this condition is not

possible. The real combustion process is combined of many oxidation and

reduction reactions taking place simultaneously. At the end, there are other

products as well as water and carbon dioxide. Most of these additional products

are pollutants. Depending on different engine operation conditions, the amount of



pollutants varies predominantly by the air to fuel ratio in the combustion chamber.

It is known that, within the region of operation of a spark-ignited engine,

significant amount of carbon monoxide (CO), unburned hydrocarbons (u HC),

and nitrogen oxide components (NOX) is emitted into the atmosphere. Basically,

C0 and u HC are the result of an incomplete combustion. Trapped fuel in engine

manifolds is another source of uHC. The combustion at high pressure and

temperature causes NOX emission. CO is a direct poison to human beings. HC

and NOX undergo photochemical reactions in the sunlight, leading to generations

of smog and ozone.

Air pollution caused by motor vehicle exhaust emissions was first

recognized as a problem in the 19503. The first legislation requiring the control of

the automotive emissions was introduced in California in 1966. Since then, many

countries have adopted more stringent emission regulations. Motor vehicles also

make a major contribution to the atmospheric carbon dioxide levels, one of the

main “green house’ effect gases.

There are different fool to control exhaust emissions. These can be

classified in two basic groups: the first one is the engine calibration method that

includes the modifications in spark timing, exhaust gas re-circulation or air to fuel

ratio. All of these methods mainly serve to improve the combustion efficiency of

the engine. The second group is the exhaust after treatments. The exhaust after

treatments, unlike the engine calibration methods that improve the efficiency of

the combustion, aim to reduce all unwanted combustion products.



One of the main important components of the automotive exhaust system

that serves to control pollutants is the catalytic converter. The automotive

catalytic converters are chemical reactors and work as an afterbumer. A catalytic

converter consists of a honeycomb structure called the substrate and an

insulation layer surrounding the substrate. A typical substrate is coated with a

gamma alumina wash-coat that supports the noble metals. The exhaust gas, rich

with the pollutants, passes through the substrate channels, and diffuses to the

walls of these channels. The surface chemical reactions with the effect of the

noble metal catalysts are triggered. Unbumed hydrocarbons and other

combustion products diffused within the walls of the substrate are reduced to

relatively non-harmful species by these surface chemical reactions.

There are many interesting physical processes taking place

simultaneously in catalytic converters. Heat transfer by convection, conduction,

radiation and chemical reactions in gas phase, diffusion mechanisms and surface

chemical reactions and condensation of water vapor at the cold-start regime are

among these processes. The flow oscillations and different inflow distribution at

the inlet of converter depending on different header geometries are also some of

the factors affecting the converter performance. Therefore the converter

performance is a complicated function of many factors.

The effectiveness of the converter needs to be quantified. The converter

efficiency parameters for the poisonous species are usually defined as the ratio

of the amount of the converted species to the initial species in percentage. At

steady state performance, it is expected that more than 90% of the poisonous



species be converted. Another performance criterion is the light-off time, i.e. the

time when 50% of the emission conversion is achieved. It shows how quickly the

converter responds to the poisonous species. These criteria are defined in detail

in Chapter 5.2.

In the present study, the main objective is to improve the cold—start regime

performance by decreasing the light-off time, without increasing the cost of the

catalytic converter. One of the main contributions to the cost is due to the noble

metal used over the substrate. The efficient use of the noble metal is one way of

improving the catalytic converter performance without increasing the cost.

In order to get a better understanding of factors affecting the converter

performance, the relative effects of the geometry, the noble metal distribution and

the flow oscillations on the converter performance are systematically studied.

The surrounding insulation is also studied, since very high temperatures (around

1500°C) might cause maI-functioning or total dysfunction of the converter. The

criteria to optimize the converter efficiency are also searched.

1.2 Outline of the Present Study

In the introduction, Chapter 1, problem definition and objectives of the current

study with corresponding research approaches and the literature survey are

given. In Chapter 2, the physical model is defined. In Chapter 3, the

corresponding mathematical model, boundary and initial conditions, including the

dimensionless form of the governing equations are presented. The solution



algorithms and finite difference equations are described in Chapter 4. Chapter 5

contains the results of the present study. The nominal values for the problem are

given in Section 5.1. In Section 5.2, the performance criterion and the reference

case chosen for the study are given and also the result of the computations is

compared with the related literature. After the result of the present model is

verified with previous studies, the effects of the transient terms that are neglected

in the initial model are investigated in Section 5.3. The effects of the different

parameters on the converter performance are then investigated for the cold-start

regime (i.e. for the period of time when the converter works starting from an

initially cold substrate, around 27 °C, until it reaches the steady state) so that an

improved catalytic converter performance can be achieved. In Section 5.4, the

effect of the geometrical parameters such as channel density and monolith

channel radius, wall thickness and converter length are investigated. The noble

metal distribution is analyzed in detail, and an alternative noble metal distribution

that improves the emission conversion significantly, is proposed in Section 5.5.

The effect of the inflow oscillations is given in Section 5.6. In Section 5.7 the

results of isothermal study are given in order to verify the constant pressure

assumption along the monolith. Since the surface temperature distribution is a

critical factor for the converter performance, the model is extended to two-

dimensions so that the surrounding insulation can be studied. The results of the

two-dimensional model are given in Section 5.8. The general conclusions of the

present study are discussed in Chapter 6.



1.3 Literature Survey

The introduction of catalytic converters as emission control devices in the USA

goes back to the early 1970's. A substantial amount of research into the

parameters that might affect catalyst performance has been carried out. The

light-off behavior, the post light-off conversion efficiency, steady state conversion

efficiency (see section 5.2) and the pressure loss across the converter are the

main parameters studied. The areas that have attracted interest to study the

catalyst performance can be classified based on their focuses as follows:

- catalysts housing

- inlet diffuser design

- substrate materials & geometry

- variation in air/fuel ratio

0 chemical kinetics data

- chemical poisoning

0 1-D thin film single channel models

- multi-dimensional single channel models

- multi-dimensional monolith models

- isothermal catalyst assembly models

A group of studies is mainly focused on the pressure loss across the monolith or

the entire exhaust system, and the inflow velocity distribution. The main concern

is to smooth out the velocity profile at inlet using different connection parts so

that the pressure loss is reduced and therefore, low drag force is created. Most of



the studies in this area are isothermal and in steady state regime and therefore,

they are not suitable to study the cold-start conversion efficiency.

The catalyst housing is the part added to the exhaust system to reduce

the emissions. By its existence it creates a resistance to exhaust flow field and

therefore increases the pressure loss. One way to decrease back the pressure

loss is to use a converter with a shorter length. However, a sufficient amount of

converter volume must be available to have good conversion efficiency. Since

the diameter of the monolith section is larger than that of the exhaust pipe, an

expansion cone or diffuser is used upstream of the monolith section. Because of

the limited available space, these inlet diffusers have to be short and wide

angled. Such diffusers are inefficient at spreading the exhaust gas uniformly

across the catalytic converter. Lemme and Givens [1974] have done theoretical

analysis of the effect of the flow mal-distribution on the catalytic converter life.

They applied the basic assumption that the conversion efficiency decreases

linearly with the amount of gas passing through a given segment of the catalytic

converter. In addition, they found that a non-uniform flow distribution reduces

durability. They investigated different types of inlet expansions, such as a conical

diffuser, a spherical expansion and a 180° expansion. A conical flow deflector

successfully flattened the velocity profile of the conical diffuser at the expense of

an associated pressure loss.

Wendland and Matthes [1992] studied the steady state flow field that

occurs inside a monolith catalytic converter by using water-flow visualization.

They conducted tests with transparent, full-scale converter models with several



different header geometries. These headers were truncated or tapered with

different lengths and offsets for outlet portion. Results showed that flow invariably

separated from inlet header diffuser walls. Tapered inlets of reasonable length do

not smooth the flow entering the monolith inlet. The inlet-jet expansion occurs at

its impact with the monolith face and not in the inlet diffuser. The shape of this

impact jet was found to be independent of the jet Reynolds number over a

substantial range of the Reynolds number. They also reported that there is a

small change caused by different headers on the steady state conversion

efficiency and the light-off time. However, these variations delay the light-off time

up to 8 seconds for truncated header cases, which is a very significant delay in

our opinion.

Zhao et al. [1997] carried out an experimental study to characterize the

exhaust flow structure inside a catalytic converter over different operating

conditions using cycle-resolved laser doppler velocimetry (LDV) technique. Their

conclusion is that the velocity highly fluctuates in the front plane of the catalytic

monolith, clue to the pulsating nature of the engine exhaust flow. Moreover, the

pulsating flow is smoothed significantly after passing through the monolith.

At the beginning of the 1990's, the emission regulations in USA and

Europe become tighter resulting in more research in the area of catalytic

converters. Lai et al. [1991] simulated the three dimensional, non-reacting flow

field inside a dual-monolith automotive catalytic converter using finite difference

analysis. Fully developed laminar duct-flow pressure gradient with the entrance

effect correction was used to formulate the monolith resistance. Their



calculations show that the flow distribution within monolith depends strongly on

the diffuser performance, which is a complex function of the flow Reynolds

number, the brick resistance, and the inlet exhaust pipe length and the bending

angles. Their conclusion is that the smaller the Reynolds number, the straighter

and shorter the inlet pipe and the larger the monolith resistance, the more

uniform the velocity profile inside the monolith. A similar study by Kim et al.

[1992] on the flow fields of axisymmetric catalytic converters concludes that small

diffuser angles reduce the pressure loss across the system and the flow mal-

distribution. The increased monolith resistance, through increasing the cell

density or monolith length reduces the flow maI-distribution but increases the

pressure loss.

Jeong and Kim [1997] used CFD to investigate three-dimensional

unsteady, compressible, non-reacting flow in a catalytic converter system

attached to 6-cylinder engine with junction pipes. They concluded that the level of

the flow mal-distribution in the monolith heavily depends on the curvature and the

angle of separation of mixing pipes.

Bella et al. [1991] used a commercial CFD code to predict the steady flow

field in a racetrack catalytic converter assembly. Inserting concentric flow

deflection vanes within the diffuser flattened the monolith velocity profile. The

predicted velocity profiles were used as a boundary condition for a catalyst

reaction model. The results confirmed the detrimental effect of the poor flow

conditions on the post light-off conversion efficiency.



Another class of studies is focused on the substrate materials and

geometry. The metallic substrates were considered as an alternate to ceramic

substrates because of their several advantages over ceramic ones. Delieu et al.

[1977] discussed two advantages of the metallic substrates over ceramic ones.

The flexibility of design and the potential for thinner cells that leads to relatively

higher cell density without reducing the open volume for exhaust gas flow and

therefore resulting in a relatively lower pressure loss. The papers by Nonnemann

[1985] and by Kaiser and Pelters [1991] respectively presented similar results on

the strengths of the metallic converters. In addition, metallic converters are

superior in terms of thermal and mechanical shock resistance, and have a higher

thermal conductivity that allows dissipation of local hot spots into surrounding

cooler areas. Another advantage of the metallic converters has been given by

Bissett and Oh [1993] and by Whittenberger and Kubsh [1991] when using

electrical resistance heater (EHC) to accelerate the warming process by reducing

the light-off time.

On the other hand, Nishizawa et al. [1989] pointed out some of the

weaknesses of metallic substrates such as large thermal expansion coefficients,

their tendency to have permanent deformation when exposed to excessive

thermal or mechanical stresses, their high cost and the poor adhesion between

the substrate and wash-coat. The non-porous nature of the metal substrates

brings additional cost and effort compared to highly porous ceramic ones.

A study by Japer et al. [1991] compared the light-off performance of

metallic substrates with similar sized ceramic substrates. Under mal-distributed

10



flow conditions, ceramic monoliths' light-off time is faster than that of metallic

monoliths. However, reverse characteristics may be observed for the uniform

flow field case. In addition, the effects of the aspect ratio (constant volume and

different length) and split bricks on the ceramic substrate’s light-off time were

studied. The conclusion is that the light-off time is shortened by using a longer

and narrower monolith and split bricks. However, the conclusion can be a result

of having different diffusers since the expansion of diffusers is more gradual for

the narrower monoliths. With a similar study, Wedland et al. [1993] showed that

the split bricks might increase the pressure loss ranging 0.7% to 4.1%. Since the

combined volume of the substrate is 57% larger than the original monolith

volume, there is no basis to compare their light-off performances.

Yamamoto et al. [1991] did experimental investigation of the effect of

various geometrical parameters such as cell density and wall thickness on

ceramic monolith light-off times. Their results on the influence of increased cell

density were not conclusive with regard to the light-off time. However, they

showed that the higher cell densities resulted in an improved post light-off time

conversion efficiency.

There have been very significant developments in catalytic converter

performance made by material scientists through improving the noble metal and

wash-coat formulations. The noble metals, platinum (PI), palladium (Pd), and

rhodium (Rh), have been found as most effective catalysts for automotive

applications. The main purpose of the wash-coat is to provide porous medium

with a greatly enlarged surface area so that the noble metals can be easily

11



deposited. As expected, a larger contact area provides greater surface area

available for reactions to take place and therefore improves the efficiency of

catalytic converters.

Noble metals Pt and Pd are effective at oxidation of CO and H03 and Rh

are effective at reduction of NOx, particularly at stoichiometric exhaust

compositions. Three-way catalysts consist of the oxidation reactions of CO and

H03, and the reduction reactions of NOx simultaneously. Therefore, a three-way

catalytic converter usually contains Rh and one or both of Pt and Pd. Additional

components are also used to improve the effectiveness of these materials. Base

metal ceria usually added to wash-coat to inhibit sintering of the noble metals.

Moreover, it improves the oxygen storage, which improves the conversion

efficiency. A review study by Church at al. [1989] explained the role of some of

the important components involved in wash-coat and noble metal formulations.

There are many other studies in this area of research by different scientists.

The chemical poisoning is another subject widely studied. A review by

Kummer [1980] outlines the source of these poisons. Chemical poisoning refers

to the deactivation of the catalysts through the absorption of foreign substances.

Lead, phosphorus and sulphur are three main poisons. Source of lead is the

engine fuel. It can reduce the conversion efficiency it introduced in relatively large

amounts. There are two sources for phosphorus in exhaust gases, one is from

lubrication oils and the other one is from the fuel. The one from lubrication oils

has more detrimental effect than the other one. The sulphur present in the fuel
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gets into exhaust gases as sulphur dioxide that suppresses the oxidation of some

HCs. The short term poisoning by sulphur is reversible.

The overall betterment of the catalytic converter is a very delicate study.

The improvement of one performance criterion may impair another one.

Therefore, an optimization of these parameters is necessary to have a good

design. There are not many studies along this line. A model that includes as

many of the parameters mentioned previously as possible is necessary to study

the overall effect of these parameters on the converter performance, the

conversion efficiency and pressure loss.

The mathematical models of the complex physical and chemical

phenomena inside catalytic converters are based on the fundamental transport

and conservation equations. There are a number of different assumptions that

can be made to simplify the computation, and the solution process. Based on

these assumptions, there are different modeling approaches. As expected,

increasing the number of assumptions reduces the amount of computation time

and/or effort needed to solve the governing equations.

Kuo et al. [1971] developed a one-dimensional computational model to

simulate the main catalyst phenomena in packed bed type catalytic converters.

The authors pointed out that the model could also be applied to monolith type

catalytic converters. Later on, Hawthom et al. [1973] developed a one-

dimensional single channel model of the monolith with the main assumption that

each channel could be treated as an adiabatic system. Nusselt and Sherwood
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numbers are used to calculate heat and mass transfer between the exhaust gas

and the substrate. Another assumption was that the chemical reactions take

place on the wash-coat surface within a thin film. This leads to a simplification of

the governing equations that combines the interaction of mass diffusion, heat

transfer and reactions within the wash-coat into an apparent reaction term.

Schweich and Leclerc [1990] showed the assumption that the species

concentrations and the temperature through the wash-coat are uniform (so that

the intrinsic reaction rate is taken as the apparent reaction rate), is not always

valid. They pointed out that although the temperature distribution through the

wash-coat can be taken as a constant, in case of fast reaction rates and high

diffusion resistance of the wash-coat, the distribution of species concentration

through the wash-coat is not uniform. They modeled this variation with an

effectiveness factor.

There are other one-dimensional models. The main difference among

them comes from the use of different Nu and Sh number relationships, different

chemical kinetics rate expressions and other minor differences in the governing

equafions.

Oh and Cavendish [1982] used a transient one-dimensional model that

does not include the effect of radiation heat transfer. Lee and Aris [1977]

proposed one dimensional steady state model that includes the effect of radiation

heat transfer. Psyllos and Phillippopoulos [1992] analyzed the catalytic converter

transient behavior again with including radiation heat transfer. The conclusion of
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these studies points out that the inclusion of radiation heat transfer flatten out

axial temperature gradients, by increasing heat transfer from hot regions to cool

regions resulting in a significant change in temperature. To simplify the model,

Lee and Aris [1977] represent these effects with a radiation conductivity term.

Baruah et al. [1978] developed a one-dimensional model of unsteady flow

through a four-cylinder engine and its exhaust system that included a catalytic

converter. The motivation behind this study was to model the pulsed nature of

engine exhaust flow that is unsteady. A simple, Arrhenius equation for the

reaction rates are used. The predicted species concentrations entering the

catalytic converter varied little with time compared with the gas temperature.

In multi-dimensional single channel models, the conjugate heat and mass

transfer between the gas and substrate has been calculated. Therefore, they

don't require heat and mass transfer coefficient expressions (Benjamin et al.

[2000].) However, thin reacting film assumption was still in the models.

In multi-dimensional monolith models, three-dimensional nature of the inlet

velocity fields is included and their effect on catalytic converter conversion and

light-off times are investigated. Since modeling of entire monolith channels with

exhaust system is not computationally practical, the representative channels are

modeled (Chen et al. [1988].) Another method is using continuum approach and

modeling the substrate as a porous medium. Again, to model heat and mass

transfer, the relationship for Nu and Sh numbers are necessary. Bella et al.

[1991] and Chen [1993] studied the multi-dimensional monolith models. All these
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models assume that the flow distribution across the monolith remains constant.

They have not compared the results with experimental study.

Clarkson [1995] carried out experimental study to investigate the flow field

under isothermal conditions and used these results to study the computational

model developed by a commercial CFD code. The study combines the prediction

of catalytic converter assembly flow fields with the heat and mass transfer and

chemical reactions that occur in the monolith. However, the flow distribution

across the monolith is not predicted accurately. These deviations are based on

monolith channel entrance effect as a possibility.

In all these models, while modeling the surface chemistry, the

mathematical expressions describing the rate of reaction of the emission species

are required. These chemistry models are themselves very complex and need

specialized expertise. Voltz et al. [1973] have published the data of intrinsic rates

per unit surface area of noble metal. There are other studies on apparent

reaction rates as the rate per unit reactor volume or surface area. The most

important point of these studies that differs from the actual monolith problem is

they are based on steady state conditions. However, the flow field in catalytic

converter is unsteady.

There has been a great improvement in the conversion emissions since

1980's as a result of the different and numerous studies and modeling for the

catalytic converter and the exhaust system. However, as the emission
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regulations in USA and Europe become tighter, more challenge is introduced to

the researchers in this area.
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Chapter 2

PHYSICAL MODEL

2.1 Important Parameters for Catalytic Converters

2.1.1 Geometric Parameters

A catalytic converter is made of a honeycomb like substrate. The substrate

channels, i.e. cells, might have different cross sections. The square cross-section

is the most common one. The number of cells per unit area is called cell density;

typical values may change between 300-700 cells per square inch. The

individual channel wall thickness (typical values 0.012-.006 cm), and the monolith

length are two other geometric parameters that are important for the calculations.

The monolith honeycomb of a catalytic converter can be considered as a

porous medium, a solid structure with channels produced by void spaces in

which the exhaust gas flows. The simplified sketch of the honeycomb structure of

the catalytic converter is given in Figure 2.1. In the analysis of porous media, the

geometry has important effects on the mechanism of transport. In the

macroscopic level, a significant basic geometric parameter for the converter is

the porosity or the void fraction. It is defined as
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Vvoid
e=——.

Vbulk

The parameter a would take values between zero and one. The typical

values of void fraction change between 0.6-0.9. Another geometric parameter,

the specific surface area S, is defined as the total interstitial surface area of a

catalytic converter per unit bulk volume of the monolith:

S: Asurface = 25

Vbulk Rh ’

where Rh is the hydraulic radius of the monolith channels.

The metallic or ceramic monolith does not have the quality of the surface

to carry the catalyst metal. The carrier is usually a high surface area material

containing a complex pore structure deposited on the monolith surfaces. The

common carrier used in the automotive industry is AI203. This substance helps

to provide a surface to disperse the catalytic substance to maximize the catalytic

surface area and plays a critical role in maintaining the activity, selectivity, and

durability of a finished catalyst. The catalytic surface area per unit gram of

substrate is an important catalytic converter specification along with the noble

metal loading, which is expressed in terms of gram per unit volume. Typical

catalyst compositions are Pt or Rh with Pd in a 2.5:1 or 5:1 ratio, ranging from

1.5-3.1 gram per vehicle.
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Figure 2.1 A simplified sketch of a catalytic converter substrate.

2.1.2 Chemical Kinetics Data

The accurate predictions of the catalyst performance depend on proper

mathematical descriptions of the rate of reaction of the emission species. The

procedures for gaining such data are complex in their nature. The kinetics data

published in this area can be classified into three groups. First is the intrinsic

reaction rate, given as the rate per reactor unit surface area of noble metals. The

values of this reaction rate are obtained from simplified laboratory reactors and

noble metal single-crystal studies. The second and third groups consist of

apparent reaction rates given, respectively, as the rate per unit reactor volume

and the rate per unit reactor surface area. The first of these groups are derived

from an actual monolith catalyst and are specific to the particular substrate

geometry, wash coat, and noble metal formulation being tested. The second

group is derived from simplified catalyst structures, and is specific to a given
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wash-coat and a noble metal formulation but can be applied to different

substrates. The kinetics data used in this study is the same as those used by Oh

et al. [1982]. In their study, the specific reaction rate expressions are given as

rates per unit Pt surface area and are obtained by calibrating the rate equations

of Voltz et al. [1973] against the experimental data measured in their laboratory.

The detailed formulation of the kinetic model used in this study is given in

Appendix A.

2.2 Single Channel Model

In the single channel model, the physical and chemical phenomena within a

single channel catalytic converter substrate are modeled. The monolith substrate

that is usually made of ceramic is assumed to isolate the mass and the heat

transfer in the gas phase between the channels. Therefore, the behavior of each

channel is assumed to be the same, and instead of the entire monolith structure,

a single channel is modeled with a given mass flow rate. A further simplification

is done as an adiabatic flow.

In the single channel model, the flow within a channel is considered to be

laminar and fully developed with known inlet mass flow rate. During the warm-up

period, the flow parameters within catalytic converters are highly transient.

Specially, the flow within the inlet cone of the catalytic converter is highly

turbulent, which will result in different inlet condition for the substrate channels.
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There are two different mediums where heat and mass transfer occur

inside a catalytic converter. First medium is the exhaust gas within the channels,

which has different components. The second one is the channel walls, called as

the solid phase, by which the exhaust gas components are absorbed.

The main assumption for the chemical reactions taking place in the

catalytic converter is that they are confined on the surface of the channel walls.

The chemical reactions taking place in the exhaust gas flow are neglected. First,

only the transient term in the solid phase energy equation is included to verify the

model with existing studies. Later on, the neglected transient terms in the gas

phase governing equations for the single channel model are included in the

modified model to study their effects on the converter performance. As a result of

the heat exchange between the wall and the exhaust gas, wall temperature

increases and then the chemical reactions on the channel walls are triggered.

Hence the heat released from the channel walls increases both the wall and the

exhaust gas temperatures. Details of the equations and assumptions are given in

Chapter 3.

2.3 Multi Channel Model

The inlet cone that connects the exhaust pipe to the catalytic converter has

highly turbulent flow. Therefore, the flow variation in front of the substrate can be

quite significant. To study the effect of the velocity variation in front of the

substrate, a three-dimensional model is developed. In this model, the previous
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one-dimensional model is extended to three-dimensional one. The channels are

stacked on top of each other along the vertical directions normal to the axial flow

direction. Since there is no mass transfer of the exhaust gas between the

channels, the mass and the energy conservation equations for the gas phase are

the same as those of the one-dimensional model. The heat is conducted in the

monolith along three-dimensions. The surface chemistry is confined on the

channel walls. The differences of the exhaust gas diffusion within the wall are

neglected. Therefore, the one-dimensional model will be sufficient to express the

solid phase mass conservation equation. Initially, in the vertical direction, the only

main difference in our equations for the gas phase mass and the energy

equations is from the inflow velocity variation. At later times, this initial difference

in the inflow velocity will result in variations of the gas temperature distribution as

well as the surface temperature.

There are two fundamentally different sections of the catalytic converter:

The insulation layer, which consists of a mat and a steel shell, and the monolith

honeycomb substrate. The converter is assumed to have a cylindrical cross

section. Due to the similarity of the geometry and the structure of the honeycomb

monolith in the vertical directions to the axial flow direction, the axisymmetric

plane passing through the center of the substrate is modeled. The detailed form

of the equations, as well as, the boundary and the initial conditions are given in

Chapter 3. Derivation of these equations is given in Appendix B. The main

difference of this model from the one-dimensional model is in the boundary

conditions. The conduction heat transfer across the channels is taken into
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account by including the heat transfer between channels. Since the inflow

velocity varies along the vertical direction, the temperature distributions in gas

and solid phase will differ, and therefore create a temperature gradient in the

vertical direction.

The surrounding insulation layer is modeled by using only the energy

equation for the solid phase since there is no flow through this insulation layer.

The schematic for this model is given in Figure 2.2.
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Figure 2.2 Simple schematic of multi-dimensional model
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Chapter 3

MATHEMATICAL MODEL

Equations and Boundary Conditions

3.1 Fundamental Equations for One-Dlmenslonal Single Channel Model

In this section, the fundamental equations for the single channel of a monolith

converter are presented. The exhaust gas is considered as a multi-component

mixture that consists of unburned hydrocarbons, combustion products, and air.

There is no mass transfer through the walls of the channels of the monolith

substrate. The, exhaust gas diffuses through the wash-coat on the surface of the

channel walls and is adsorbed over the wash-coat. The components of the

exhaust gas in the adsorbed state are said to be in the solid phase, in the model.

The mass and energy balance equations can be written for each component of

the exhaust gas for both gas and solid phases. Four components of the exhaust

gas are considered in this model: CO, H0, H2 and 02, which are represented by

the indices k=1,2,3 and 4, respectively, in Equations (3.1) to (3.4).The detailed

derivations of these equations are given in Appendix B. The NOX component of

the gas is not included in this model due to the lack of reliable chemical and

kinetic data. In the one-dimensional model, for an individual channel of the
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catalytic converter, the material balance equations for gas (represented by index

9) and solid (represented by index 5) phases are

Macy), Ppr 309k

at pg 3x

 

= km,ks(Cs,k — Cg,k) and

(3.1)

p

 

a(x)fik (5s th ) = fli-km,k5(Cg,k " Cs,k) -

(3.2)

The energy balance equations for the gas and solid phases are

3Tg arg_

spy—57+ ppr 8x _Chp,g89(T —Ts) and

(3.3)

2

T25 +hS(Tg —Ts)+a(X)Z(-AH)k Hk(CS'Ts )
8T3 §__

(1—e2ps 0375——=(1-atex——)A
k=1

(3.4)

In Equations (3.1) to (3.4), CM and 03,), are the molar fractions of the exhaust

gas and the adsorbate component k. The terms pg and ps are densities for the

exhaust gas and the substrate walls. MWg is the molecular weight of the

exhaust gas. The term kmk is the mass transfer coefficient (in m/s) for the

component k. The term h (J/ cm2 ~s-K) is the inter-phase heat transfer
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coefficient. S is the geometric property defined as the specific surface area (in

m"). The term ppr is the mass flow rate of the exhaust gas in the exhaust pipe.

The term (-AH)k (J/mole) is the reaction heat and the term

Rk (55,5) (moi / cm2 - Pt - s) is the specific reaction rate for the species k. Their

values are given in Appendix A. The amount of noble metal platinum, Pt, along

the monolith is represented by the function a(x), with unit (cmz -Pt /cm3 I, where

x is the horizontal distance from the monolith inlet. In the energy-balance

equations, Tg and T8 are the temperatures of the gas and solid phases in

Kelvin, respectively. The parameter c is the porosity of the substrate. The term

Cp,g is the specific heat for the gas. The specific heat for the solid state, Cnsr is

a function of the surface temperature and therefore a function of time. The term

OBIS is defined as

3C

033$ =Cp,S+TS 81:8 .
 

(3.5)

3.1.1 Dimensionless Form of The Balance Equations

In this section, the dimensionless forms of the balance equations are derived.

These forms of the equations are used for the model calculations.

The characteristic values used to obtain the non-dimensional form of the

Equations (3.1) to (3.4) are as follows: The converter length along the inflow
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direction, L; the hydraulic radius for the channels, Rh; the average exhaust pipe

velocity at the inlet, vave; the exhaust gas density at the inlet, p'"’“; the

 characteristic time, t0 = ; the gas concentration of the species k at the inlet,

ave

Cinlet.
gk , and the gas temperature at the inlet, Tén’et . The variable x represents

the distance in the axial flow direction along the converter length and is

measured starting from the monolith inlet.

Using the dimensionless parameters in Equation (3.6),

 

  

i=L, t7: V , i=5, Rh=fl’—, é(x)=a(x)L ,

tc vave L L

bk = Dk Sz—g-E- k =———Sh°°Dk A : Ax

VaveL Rh , m, 2Rh ’ X Ag’let

(3.6)

the dimensionless form of the mass and energy balance equations for the gas

and solid phase of species k becomes

 

BC V3C ShooD
_Q_k+ gk_ k C —C

at 3X R172 (s,"k ,k)

(3.7)

3 z — Shth‘C 3

a(X)Rk(Csth)= e——.——g Cfi'fi’éppg(Cg,"k Cs,k)

DaRh

(3.8)
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g a? 37‘ PrReRf,

 

  

(3.9)

3 3 3T Aixiflh 327‘: NUE 3 3

0’" 3s: 5 + 3 -T

p5 p’5 at PrRe a}? PrReRh(1—£)(Tg S)

éxHeDa 3 3 = —

+—(——)—— Zr-AHIthrcsrs)

(3.10)

The common dimensionless numbers that appear in Equations (3.7) to

(3.10) are the Prandtl number Pr, the Reynolds number Re, the dimensionless

reaction rate Rk(5 ,Ts), the Damkohler number 03, and the dimensionless

enthalpy number He, which are defined as

inlet

  

  

 

#0 P V Rh

= A inTetg ’ Re = pave ’

9

= — it). (5, .TS) - 800(55’"’°’ .Tso ) MWg

Rk (Cs ’ T5 ) = " — inlet ’ Da = inlet ’

Rco (Cs v Tso ) Vavepg

”9 = Milininler -
Ptg 9

(3.11)
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The characteristic length used in the Reynolds number is the hydraulic

radius. The Equations (3.7) and (3.9) are modified to obtain the Equations (3.7')

and (3.9’) of the quasi-transient model by omitting the time derivative terms.

 

‘7 669k _ Shoobk

 

a)? fihz (ask " 69k)

(3.7')

8:? = ”“32 ig-mrig-Ts)
X PrReRh

(3.9')

To complete the model, it is necessary to determine the pressure and the

velocity distribution inside a channel of the monolith. A brief and compact

discussion on how to complete the model is given by Byrne and Norbury [1994].

For the one-dimensional case, the pressure is assumed to be constant to the

leading order and the velocity is related to the density of the exhaust gas by the

equafion

ppvp = pgfletvave = w”) t

(3.12)

where the mass flux, w(t), of the exhaust gas along the monolith substrate is

considered to be constant.
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3.1.2 Initial and Boundary Conditions

The converter surface temperature is initially at the atmospheric temperature

since we study the cold-start regime of catalytic converters. The values of the

inlet gas temperature and the gas species concentrations used in our

computations are based on the experimental measurements of cold start period.

The initial gas temperature distribution for the rest of the converter is calculated

using the energy-balance equation for the gas phase. Unless otherwise stated,

the initial and boundary conditions are given as follows.

Initial condition, (t = 0):

Ts (x,0) = T50 = constant

(3.13)

Boundary conflons:

At the inlet, (x,-,, = 0):

3Ts(X,-n,t)
=0

ax

w(t),-,,,e, = constant

Cg,- (x,-n ,t) = 09,)“ = constant

(3.14)

At the outlet, (xout = L):
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8Tg(xou,,t) =

8x

 

3Ts(xout,f) = 0

8x

(3.15)

The same initial and boundary conditions in the dimensionless form are

Initial condition, (t=0):

'7' (2,0) = :59 = constant
5 1n

T9

(3.16)

Boundam conditions

At the inlet,( xi" = 0 ):

arse“): 0

8x

dim-",9, = constant

v3 3 C ,

09,,- (3,7,1): 9" = Cg)“ = constant 

(3.17)

At the outlet, (20", =1):

eating
a >

<
(
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(3.18)

The time dependent mass flow rate at the inlet is also studied as a

separate case and is defined as

v v V v V v V o 2

p(x,t )v(x,t) = (MOI-"let + As1n( ?flt) ,

(3.19)

where A and T are the amplitude and the period of the sinusoidal oscillation,

respectively.

3.2 Fundamental Equations for the Multi-Channel Model, 3D-Study

In this part of the study, the equations for the three-dimensional model are given.

There is no mass transfer between the channels. Therefore, the material balance

equations of the solid and gas phases used here are the same as those of the

one-dimensional model. Similarly, since once the gas enters the individual

channel there is no cross flow, the one-dimensional form of the gas phase

energy equation is used for the three-dimensional case. The solid phase energy

equation is modified to three-dimensional case by including the heat conduction

through the channel walls. In the directions y and z, the heat conduction

coefficients are considered to be the same, due to axisymmetric nature of the
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geometry. Using the same values of Ayand A2 as grid spacing along the

 

. . 321$ azrs . .
dlrectlons y and z, the term Ay—2—+Az—, In equation (3.23) reduces to

ay 322

BZTS . .
term 2-/ly a 2 . The computatlon domain can be reduced to a two-

Y

dimensional axisymmetric domain.

An insulation layer is modeled on top of the axisymmetric monolith

substrate section. The schematic for the multi-channel model is given in Figure

2.2. The governing equations for the monolith substrate section and the

insulation layer are as follows.

Monolith Substrate Section:

For the material balance of the gas and solid phase components, the

equation set for the three-dimensional catalytic converter problem is

 

80 k p V

g

(3.20)

Pg
a(xlfikr55.rs)=m—

9

km,kS(Cg,k " Oak) 3

(3.21)

and for the energy balance of the gas and solid phase components we have



aT erg s
epgfig—erpvp 3x -_—0 (Ty-Ts) and 

   

Ptg

(3.22)

(1—£)ps Gals 9%=(1-£{Ax%:—g§+ y 327.5 + 2%]

+ hS(Tg - TS )+a(x)§1(-AH)k kaés.Ts) .

(3.23)

Insulation Layer:

Here the subscript and superscript I refer to the properties of the insulation

layer. The basic heat transfer mechanism for this layer is the conduction and the

governing equation is given as

aZT8+ A;a__2Ts 3sz
1— —-31— (M— +A’—

(3.24)

3.2.1 Dimensionless Form of Multi-Channel Model Equations

Dimensionless forms of the balance equations are derived by a similar analysis

as performed in Section 3.1.1. The characteristic values in Equation (3.6) are

also used to obtain the non-dimensional form of multi-channel equations. In
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addition, the length is scaled with the converter radius RC, in the y and 2

directions.

Monolith Substrate Section:

The dimensionless form of the solid phase energy balance equation

becomes

VMs aTs_ 1 I” 227:8 3

ll +)l —+/l 

Nuc 3 ~ 5(x)HeDa 3 3 z —
+ 3 T -T +————— —AH n c ,TPrReRh(1—s)(g 5) (1—5) Ex )k k( s s)
 

(3.25)

Insulation Layer:

The dimensionless form of the energy equation for the insulation layer is

  

PIT 37:3: 1 JAIITh—(9sz +AI—-——asz +AI €3sz .

p,’ at ”Rel X 872 YET—2 2322

(3.26)
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3.2.2 Initial and Boundary Conditions for Multi-Channel Model

The initial and boundary conditions for the multi-channel model are given to be

consistent with the cold-start regime for the catalytic converter. The surface

temperature is initially at atmospheric temperature. The temperature and species

concentrations for the exhaust gas are given based on the experimental cold-

start measurements. The initial exhaust gas temperature distribution for the rest

of the converter is calculated using the gas phase energy balance equation. The

inlet velocity profile used in our computations, are based on the cold-start velocity

measurements at the inlet and are given in Chapter 5. Unless othenrvise stated,

the initial and the boundary conditions for the dimensionless form of multi-

channel model are given as follows.

Initial condition, Q: 0):

V

T (x,y,2,0) = Ist—O = constant
5 Tgm

(3.27)

Boundary congmons:

At the inlet, (2," = 0, yin = [0,0.8], z," = (0,031) :

v v

a T5 ()7, “,2;

a)?

 i =0
Iin

170?. y, 2. DI in = Wine.
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cg’kln .n

' 3 3 3 3 3 I

Cg,k (XinJ’intzintt I = = Cg,k
 

In

 

 

 

9.00

(3.28)

At the outlet, (Frau, =1, you, = [0,0,8], 20”, = [0,08] ):

M4212?
)

= 0

3’7 Iout

(3.29)

At the plane of symmetry
,

( 73y”, = 0, itsym = [0,1], 25y," = [0, 1]):

8742,22,
?)

=0

37 Isym

(3.30)

At the upper plane, ( yup = 0.8, Rap = [0,1], Zap = [0, 1]) :

at): :21) .. 0

3’7 Iup

(3.31)

The initial and boundary conditions for the insulation layer in the

dimensionless form are

Initial condition, (t = 0):
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f5 (Eliza) = _S_: = COnStant

 

 

 

(3.32)

At the inlet, ()“qn = 0, yin = [0.8.1], 2m =[0.8,1]) :

aTs(i,y,2,i)| _ o

352 In:

(3.33)

At the outlet, (from =1, you, = [08,1], 20“, = {08,11} :

(inky/2,3 3 0

a; |Out

(3.34)

At the inner plane, ( yip = 0.8, Rip = [0,1], Zip = [0,1]) :

aTs(x,',2,i)| _ o

65" Iip

(3.35)

At the external surface: ( 79,“ = 1, Rex, = [0,1], 29,“ = [0,1]) :

   

a 7 I‘m III h (Ts ‘ Tamb)+ (1:111:11 (TQM )3 (T84 7 faith) 1

(3.36)
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where hc,h, are the convection and the radiation heat transfer coefficients for

the outer surface of the catalytic converter.
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Chapter 4

METHOD OF SOLUTION

In this chapter, the solution methods for previously described one-dimensional

and multi-dimensional models are explained. We have four sets of equations due

to four components (species) of the exhaust gas; and for each component, the

equations are written for both gas and solid phases. The unknown parameters

are concentrations in molar fraction (2x4 of them), and temperatures (2 of them)

for gas and solid phases. The finite difference method is used to discritize the

governing equations. For convenience, the following notations for the

dimensionless parameters are introduced.

Ts 61.?) = T37,

T901?) = T3,.

65k(KT) = Cg)”-

(:9), (2,?) = 03'” (4.1)

Here, iis the spatial index, n is the index for time, and k is the index for species.
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We have used the mid-point rule between two neighboring points along

axial direction in our equations. The mid-point rule is defined as

n n n

T +T m Cg.k.1+1+cg.k.i k

n

n,m_ g,I+1 g,i n, _ _
Tg’i — 2. and Cg’kj— 2. —1,4  

(4.2)

and only used for the temperature and the concentration of the components in

the gas phase.

The gas phase mass and energy equations (3.3) and (3.4) as well as the

solid phase energy equation (3.1) are non-linear partial differential equations.

The conservation of mass equation (3.2) written for the solid phase is an

algebraic equation.

4.1 One- Dlmensional Model

In the one-dimensional model, the computation domain consists of the spatial

points along the monolith. The first order forward-difference scheme is used for

the first-order spatial derivatives in Equations (3.1) and (3.3) with a mid-point rule

applied. The second-order central difference scheme is used for the second-

order spatial derivative in Equation (3.4). At the boundaries of the computational

domain, which is the inlet and the outlet of the channel, the forward-and

backward-difference schemes are used respectively. The resultant equations at

the grid point, indexed by i, are
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n n

(Cg,kk,i+1 Cg,k,iI ShooDk (on _Cn,mi0)—

Vi AX — 2 s,,ki " ’

I“In

(4.3)

3 ~ — Sh,»Dc

a(X)Hk,i(CS1Ts)_ 3for); CgnCOp9(Cng,,ki Cs,k,i)= 0’
DaFih

(4.4)

Tn T9” .3

(9” ’I— "“5? T5’832(T"'.m—T".)=0 and

AX PrReRh

(4.5)

N in IT" -2T" --T" IpCM s,i_ X h s,i+1 s,i s,i-1+ Nye n.—T".

S I” at PrRe sz PrReRh(1—c) 9" s"

3 3

I'm Z(-AH)k,in,i(CSJ1Ts,i)

(1.5) k—T

(4.6)

For each grid point along the monolith, we have ten equations to solve for

ten unknown parameters.

The Equations (4.3) and (4.5) become non-linear algebraic equations after

using the finite difference scheme for the spatial gradients. These equations

along with Equation (4.4) are solved with Powell-hybrid method. The Equation

(4.6) becomes a system of ordinary differential equations since we didn't use the

finite difference scheme for the temporal derivative. This method of transforming
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a partial differential equation to an ordinary differential equation is called the

Method of Lines. An ordinary differential equation solver, which automatically

switches between the stiff and the non-stiff methods, is used in our computations.

The stiff problems are solved with backward differentiation formulas with the

modified Newton iteration method. The non-stiff problems are solved with Adams

method (Petzold [1983].)

At the start of the computations, the surface temperature distribution

Ts (x,0) along the monolith, the exhaust gas temperature Tg (0,t), and the gas

species concentration Cg,k,,-(0,t) at the inlet of the channel, are known. The gas

phase energy balance equation, Equation (4.5), is solved to calculate the gas

temperature , Tg (x,0), along the converter channel. Then, using the gas and the

solid phase temperature distributions with the initial gas concentration at the inlet,

the coupled form of Equations (4.3) and (4.4) are solved for the gas and the solid

phase concentrations at each spatial location. After the temperature and the

species concentration of both gas and solid phases become known, the Equation

(4.6) is then solved for the solid phase temperature distribution at the next time

step. The information flow diagram for each parameter at each time level n and

spatial index i is given in Table 4.1. The algorithm of the entire computation

model for the one-dimensional model is given in Table 4.2.



Table 4.1 Information flow diagram for calculation of each parameter,

at a given time step n and spatial coordinate i.

n n n n

Tg, i+1 ‘= Tg,i+1 U Tg,i LJTsJ

n n

C’g,kj+1'Cg,k i+1 ‘= Cg,k,i+1 U Oak, 1U 02k, 1U T g,i+1 U Ts, i+1

"'14 n n n n

T s,i+1 = Ts, i+1 U Ts,iUTs,i-1UTg,i

4.2 Multi-Dimensional Model

The assumptions and simplifications of the multi—dimensional model are given in

Chapter 2. The energy balance equation for the solid phase is simplified based

on the symmetry of the geometry of the substrate in the directions perpendicular

to the flow direction. We carry out the computations for the gas and solid phase

temperatures and species concentrations on the axisymmetry plane of the

catalytic converter. The horizontal axis of this plane is the axial flow direction

starting from the inlet of the catalytic converter. The vertical direction is the

direction of the stacked channels starting from the center of the catalytic

converter. The values of the calculation increments Ax and Ay in the directions

of x and y, respectively, are taken as equal to each other. The value of Ay

corresponds to the total thickness of the six channels on top of each other along

the ydirection. Therefore, one computational row represents six channels

stacked together.
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In the multi-dimensional model, Equation (3.23) for the monolith section

and Equation (3.24) for the insulation layer have additional terms in the y-

direction compared to the one-dimensional model. These additional second-order

spatial gradient terms are written in terms of the second-order central finite

difference schemes. The boundaries of the computational domain are the inlet

and the outlet of the axisymmetric plane of the monolith, the symmetry line

passing through the center of the monolith, and the upper boundary that

corresponds to the steel shell surrounding the insulation layer of the monolith.

The fonlvard and the backward difference schemes are used at the boundaries of

the computational domain. The resultant equations at each grid point (ii) are

given as follows:

Monolith Substrate Section :

  

hi 3

3. 6M aTTS(Ij)=AXRh(TsnI+1-2Ts'_Tsni'j1) 2'yA (Tsnj+1——2Tsnj —Tsnj -1)i

+

ps ”'5 at PrRe Ax2 PrRe Ayz

Nus n n a?t(x)HeDa 3
 

prnefih(1_£)(rg.(i.i) " T8, (1.7)“ (13,) 123:, (‘4”)kiiJ) ”k. (i.i)(081111) 'Ts.(i.i))

(4.7)

The Insulation Layer:

n

CM aT50.11.): Ath (Tsni+1-2TS,I— TSnI -j1) 2 Ay (T:i+1_2T:j TTsnj-1)l

' C +

p3 ”'5 at PrRe Ax2 PrRe Ay?

 

(4.8)
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The Equations (4.7) and (4.8) are ordinary differential equations. In our

computations, the spatial index (i,j) is simplified to the single index

imodified = (j—1)xmax(i)+i , so that we can use the same solver used in the

one-dimensional model.

Initially, the surface temperature distribution, Ts (x,y,0), on the

computation domain and the exhaust gas temperature, Tg (0,y,t), and the gas

species concentration, Cg,k,,-(0,y,t), at the inlet of the monolith are known. The

gas phase energy balance equation, Equation (4.5), is solved to calculate the

gas temperature distribution along the substrate at each y location for a given

time step. Since the inlet velocity is different at each y level, the gas temperature

distribution differs along the y-direction. With the known gas and solid phase

temperature distributions and the initial gas concentrations at the inlet, the

procedure given in the Section 4.1, is then followed. The coupled form of

Equations (4.3) and (4.4) are solved for the gas and solid phase concentrations

at each spatial location, for a given time level. After this step of the computation

is completed, for a given time at each location, solid and gas phase

concentrations become known parameters. Then, Equation (4.7) for the monolith

section and Equation (4.8) for the insulation and shell layer are solved for solid

phase temperature distribution for the next time step.
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Table 4.2 Main flow-chart of the computations

 

l.C. : Ts (x,0) Surface temperature

Tg (O,t) lnlet gas temperature

Cg,U (0, t) Species concentrations at

the inlet for the gas phase.   

l. 
 

wife“ —> T;

Gas temperature for down stream locations are

calculated by using the conservation of energy

equation for gas state.

Newton’s Iteration Method is used.

   
l 

guess guess n n n n

Cs,k,i . g,k,i 'Ts 'Tg '90s,k,i’Cg,k,i

Solid/Gas phase species concentrations

are calculated using coupled equations:

conservation of mass equations for solid

and gas states

Newton’s Iteration Method is used.

   
l
 

 

n n 'n n+1
CS.k,i’T5 ,Tg —>Ts

Solid phase temperature distributions are calculated along the  
converter using conservation of energy equation for solid

phase.

Method of lines is used.
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Chapter 5

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In this chapter, the results of the different study cases are given. The nominal

values for the parameters of the study are given in Section 5.1. In Section 5.2,

the performance criterion and the reference case chosen for the study are given

and also the result of the computations is compared with that of the related

literature. Once the result of the present model is verified with previous studies,

the effects of the transient terms in the governing equations that are neglected in

the initial model are investigated in Section 5.3. The effect of the geometrical

parameters such as the channel density, the monolith channel radius, the wall

thickness and the converter length are given for the cold-start regime in Section

5.4. The noble metal distribution is analyzed in detail, and an alternative noble

metal distribution that improves the emission conversion significantly, is

proposed in Section 5.5. The effect of the inflow oscillations is given in Section

5.6. In Section 5.7 the isothermal study results are given for the verification of the

assumption of constant pressure along the converter. Because of the importance

of the surface temperature distribution is, as described in Section 5.5, the model

Is modified to two-dimensional one to study the further effects of the surrounding

insulation. The results of the two-dimensional model are given in Section 5.8.
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5.1 Nominal Values of the Parameters

In this section, the nominal values for the parameters that affect the converter

performance are presented. To verify the results of the current study, the

reference case converter parameters are chosen based on the study given in Oh

etal[1982}

The geometric parameters are the channel radius, Flh, the converter

length, L, and the void fraction, 5. The flow parameters are the atmospheric

pressure, Pm, and the average flow velocity at the inlet, vave. The values of

Nusselt Number and Sherwood Number are that of a laminar flow (Shah [1971])

and the viscosity coefficient is taken as that of air at 600K. The Reynolds number

is calculated based on the channel radius. The thermodynamic properties

involved are the specific heat for the gas phase, Cog, and for the solid phase,

Cp.s' the gas phase density, p§"’e’, at the inlet and the wall density, ps. The

heat transfer parameters are the solid phase heat conduction coefficient, [is and

the gas phase heat conduction coefficient, xlg, which is approximated by that of

the nitrogen and given as a function of the gas temperature. The numerical

values of these parameters are given in Table 5.1. The molecular diffusivity Dk

of species k, is estimated based on the SIattery-Bird formula (Bird et al.[1960])

and is given in Table 5.2 .
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Table 5.1 The numerical values of the parameters for the reference

0859.

1,;an = 600K

inlet

09,00 = 0.02

egg: = 0.00667

As = 0.01675 J/cm-s-K

on, = 1.071

Pm, = 101.3 K-Pa

pg?“ = 0.000588 kg /m3

A = 60 cm2

Fl), = 0.06062 cm

Nu“, = 3.608

Fig =28.67 N-cm/(g-K)

Ts‘"itial = 300K

inlet

00.0,H.

053‘ = 0.04

= 0.00045

18 = 2.2695x 10'513-832

CM, = 1.089 J/g- K

Va,“9 = 10 cm/s

p3 = 2.5g/cm3

L = 10 cm

a(x) = 268.39 cm2 -Pt/ cm3

8 = 0.6836

Re = 115

Table 5.2 Diffusivity coefficients for the exhaust gas species in

cm2/s

D00 = 1.332

063H. = 0.8095

0H2 = 5.1863

002 = 1.3541

5.2 The Reference Case and Performance Crlterla

There are three different operating conditions for the catalytic converters. These

conditions are the converter warm-up (or cold-start), the sustained heavy load,

and the engine misfiring. According to the Federal Test Procedure (FTP) for late-
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model gasoline vehicles, 70-80% of the total hydrocarbon (HC) and carbon

monoxide (CO) tailpipe emissions occur during the period of the converter warm-

up (Hellman, et al. [1989]; Whittenberger and Kubsh [1990]). Therefore, it is

important to understand the fundamental chemical/physical phenomena and the

effects of the time dependent fluctuation of the inlet mass flow rate on the

characteristics of converters during the converter warm-up.

In this section the mass flow rate is considered to be constant. The values

of the parameters for the case that we use as a basis for comparison are given in

Table 5.1. In the rest of the text, this case is referred as "the reference case", in

which the equations (3.7'), (3.8), (3.9') and (3.10) are used as the mathematical

model. The initial species concentrations given in Table 5.1 are from the exhaust

gas test data during the warm-up period. The noble metal distribution for the

reference case is taken to be a uniform distribution with the value,

a(x)=268.95cm2 Pt/cm3. In addition, the mass flow rate and the pressure

inside the monolith are considered as constants for the reference case.

The results from the simulations are compared with that of Oh et al. [1982]

for the reference case in Figure 5.1 and Figure 5.2. Figure 5.1 shows the

monolith temperature along the converter at different times. It can be seen from

this figure that at earlier times (e.g. t=15.7s), the hot exhaust gas heats up the

upstream portion of the monolith primarily by the convective heat transfer since

the converter temperature is not high enough to trigger the chemical reactions on

the surface. Therefore, the temperature of the inlet zone is warmer than that of
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the outlet zone. As the time goes on (t=47.25), the downstream of the monolith

becomes warmer due to the heat generated by the exothermic reaction in the

upstream section, which is convected to the downstream by the exhaust gas

flow. Eventually the monolith temperature peak in the downstream moves slowly

to the upstream (t=71.8sandt=124.1s).

The conversion efficiency, CE,- for species i, which is one of the important

parameters for the optimum design, is defined as

 

c. . _ C .

CE,- = ( mlet,1 outlet: )x100% ’

Cinlet,i

where CW9,”- and Come“- represent the inflow and the outflow exhaust gas

concentration of species i, in molar fraction, respectively. The steady state value

of the conversion efficiency should be as high as possible for better performance.

Another performance criterion is the light-off time, the time when 50% of

emission conversion is achieved. It shows how quickly the converter responds to

poisonous species.

In Figure 5.1, the monolith temperature distributions for different time

levels are given for our study and study of Oh et al.[1982]. The comparison of the

CO conversion efficiency CECO between our numerical results and that of Oh et

al. are shown in Figure 5.2. In Figure 5.1 and Figure 5.2, we can see that our

results are in good quantitative agreement with that of Oh et al.
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5.3 Effect of Transient Terms in the Gas Phase Conservation Equations

The results that are used to verify the model in section 5.2 are computed with a

mathematical model that doesn’t include the transient terms for the energy and

the material balance equations for the gas phase. In this section, the comparison

between the quasi-transient model and the full-transient model, Equations (3.7)-

(3.10), is made to show the effect of the neglected time derivative terms in the

reference case model.

5.3.1 Effect of the Translent Term in Energy Balance Equation for the Gas

Phase

In this section, we compare the quasi-transient, i.e. the reference case model,

with the modified model, in which equations (3.7'), (3.8), (3.9), (3.10) are used

together with the parameters in Table 5.1. The CO-conversion efficiency for each

of the cases is shown in Figure 5.3. It shows that the time derivative term in the

energy balance equation, referred as the modified case, for the gas phase has

some effect in the warm up period. Initially, for time < 358, the CO-conversion

efficiency of the modified case is slightly less than that of the reference case.

This is expected since initially the surface temperature is less than the gas

temperature. Hence, the gas temperature warms up the wall of the converter.

The surface chemistry is not activated over the entire monolith surface yet.

Therefore, the gas temperature decreases toward the outlet. The effect of this

decrease is observed to be quicker when the time derivative term is included in

the gas phase energy equation. The gas and the surface temperatures of the
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modified case at the outlet are less than that of the reference case (see Figure

5.4 and Figure 5.5.) It is noted from the figures that both the gas and the surface

temperatures of the modified case are higher than that of the reference case

near the inlet. This is again due to the transient term that helps to carry the effect

of the initial activation of the surface chemistry faster. Additional energy, carried

at the inlet to further time steps of the modified case, warms up both the surface

and the gas. As time goes on, the cumulative effect of having higher

temperatures around the inlet region for the modified case results in a better CO-

conversion. The surface temperature of the converter warms up to initial gas

temperature and becomes higher for the entire monolith surface, so the

conversion efficiency becomes the same as the reference case around the light-

off time. Because of the time derivative term, both the gas and the monolith

surface get warmer relatively faster compared to that of the reference case (see

Figure 5.6 and Figure 5.7) for the entire surface, and therefore improve the

conversion efficiency just after the light-off time. Once the steady state value is

reached, both the reference case and the modified cases have the same steady

state value.

The temperature variations along the converter for the modified and the

reference case are shown in Figure 5.4 to Figure 5.7. As we see in these figures

that although the temperature variations along the converter differ from each

other for the reference and the modified cases, the overall effect of the time

derivative term is not significant with respect to the conversion efficiency, since

the area under the conversion efficiency curves in Figure 5.3 are almost the
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same. This means that the total 00 emission calculated over the warm-up period

for both cases are almost the same. The conclusion is that the quasi-transient

approach to the model energy balance equation for the gas phase can give quite

realistic results in terms of the integral quantities.

5.3.2 Effect of the Transient Term in Mass Balance Equation for the Gas

Phase

The transient term in the mass balance equation, Equation (3.7), for the gas

phase is included for each species. The values of the parameters in Table 5.1,

the reference case parameters along with the initial and boundary conditions are

applied. The computations show that the addition of the transient term in the

mass balance equations for the gas phase does not bring any significant change

in the computed parameters. There is no apparent difference in the graphical

representation of the results. The difference in the numerical values is only at the

range of 0.01%. Since the graphical representations of the results with the

transient terms look exactly the same as those in Figure 5.3 to Figure 5.7, they

are not shown separately in this section.

5.4 Effect of Geometrical Parameters

This section includes the investigation of the effect of geometrical parameters for

the case with constant inlet mass flux. The inlet conditions and other parameter

values used are the same as the reference case (see Table 5.1), unless

otherwise stated. Three different cases of the geometrical parameters are
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investigated. First one is for the case of a constant void area. In this case,

different cell densities and hence different void fractions and channel radii, are

tested. The monolith wall thickness is kept constant at d=0.0254 cm. In the

second case, the void fraction has been kept constant. Here, the monolith wall

thickness and the cell density vary in order to keep the void fraction constant. In

the third case, different converter lengths are considered.

5.4.1 The Effect of Cell Density

In this section, the effect of changing the cell density on the conversion efficiency

is studied. The geometrical parameters and the corresponding Reynolds

numbers of the investigated cases are given in Table 5.3. The CO-converSion

curves versus time for these different channel cell-density cases are given in

Figure 5.8. Figure 5.8 shows that as the cell density decreases the conversion

efficiency gets better and the light-off time gets shorter. However, an enlarged

view of Figure 5.8 for the first 30 seconds shows the existence of a reverse

pattern at very earlier times (Figure 5.9). This characteristic has an important

effect at higher initial gas temperatures.

Table 5.3 The values of the geometrical parameters and

corresponding Reynolds numbers for different cell densities

(constant wall thickness and void area.)

Radious (cm) Cell density Re Void fraction

0.08 200 165 0.7371

0.06 300 1 30 0.6836

0.04 600 84 0.5696
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Figure 5.10 shows the monolith wall temperature at 15.73 for different cell

density cases (different channel radii). It is seen that the inlet and the outlet

temperature distribution patterns are different. At earlier times, the downstream

temperature of the monolith wall is not high enough to activate the surface

chemical reactions. The main heat transfer mechanism is the convection.

However, around the inlet, the surface chemical reactions are active and

therefore increase the surface temperature slightly higher than the gas

temperature. At later time steps, the temperature of the monolith reaches its

maximum at the exit, and then the temperature peak moves to the upstream (see

Figure 5.11 and Figure 5.12 ). The monolith temperature distributions at 47.2 s

and 71.8 s for different cell densities are shown. Both of them show that as the

cell density decreases, the location of the temperature peak moves to the

upstream and the magnitude of the temperature peak increases. Therefore,

smaller cell density leads to a better overall conversion. One could argue that for

a higher cell density case the conversion efficiency should be better since the

contact surface is larger. However, since the void fraction decreases, the storage

term of the energy balance for the gas phase gets smaller, which leads to a

smaller increase in the surface temperature.

5.4.2 The Effect of Wall Thickness

In this section, the void fraction and the void area have been kept constant.

Therefore, the change in the wall thickness leads to different channel radii and

cell densities. The geometrical parameters examined here, are given in Table
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5.4. Figure 5.13 shows the CO-conversion efficiency versus time for different

wall thickness cases.

Table 5.4 The values of the geometrical parameters for different

cases, (constant void area and fraction.)

Radious (cm) Cell density Re Wall thickness (cm)

0.0742 200 160 0.0312

0.0606 300 1 30 0.0254

0.0428 600 92 0.01 79

0.0303 1200 65 0.0127

As we can see in Figure 5.13, there are two regions with different

conversion characteristics. The first region is for conversion efficiency lower than

50% and the second one is for the conversion efficiency higher than 50%. It is

seen that as the wall thickness decreases, i.e. the cell density increases, the

conversion efficiency improves at earlier times. However this pattern is not

preserved for the latter times. Among the cases considered, the overall best

conversion performance is of the case with the wall thickness d = 0.0179 cm.

Moreover, we see that the smaller wall thickness leads to very poor steady state

conversion efficiency at later times. Figure 5.14 shows the monolith wall‘

temperature distribution at 15.73 for the cases examined. It is seen that the

smaller the wall thickness, the higher the surface temperature. Figure 5.15 and

Figure 5.16 show the surface temperature at times 47.2 s and 71.8 s,

respectively. For these cases, we can see that the transition of the behavior of

the converter characteristics from earlier to latter times is around 47 3. Moreover,
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the smallest wall thickness does not give the best thermal characteristics as it

does for the earlier time 15.7 3 (see Figure 5.15).

From these results, we conclude that there is an optimum value for the

wall thickness that gives the best conversion efficiency for a given void area and

void fraction. These results are valid under the given model assumptions and

during the warm-up period. The characteristics of the temperature and

conversion curves may change at different times for other cases, eg. the heavy

loading case.

The results for the cases with constant void area and void fraction are

presented together in Figure 5.17 and Figure 5.18. Both figures show that as the

wall thickness decreases the conversion efficiency gets better for the cases

tested.

5.4.3 The Effect of Converter Length

The effect of converter length on the converter performance is investigated in this

section. The same boundary conditions as before are used for all cases

examined in this section. The elements of the variable set are the length of the

converter, L, and the noble metal density distribution, a(x), for each case, while

the product a(x)L ,i.e. the total amount of the noble metal (Pt) used in the

converter, is kept as constant at 2689cmth/ cm3.

In Figure 5.19 we see the CO-conversion efficiency versus time for

various converter lengths. For better conversion efficiencies, the steady state
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value should be as high as possible, while the light-off time should be as short as

possible. Having higher steady state conversion efficiency is more beneficial in

the long term. Therefore, if we have to scarify the steady state conversion, the

short light-off time is not desirable. For the converter with the length L=2.5 cm

and L=5 cm, the light-off time is shortest among all four cases. However, it is

obvious that the steady state conversion values are not as good as those of the

longer converters. Among these four cases, the best overall conversion efficiency

is found with the converter length of 10 cm. When the substrate is getting longer

than 10 cm, the steady state value for the conversion efficiency is getting lower

and the light-off time is getting longer. This result shows that for a given amount

of noble metal, there is an optimum value of the converter length to achieve the

best overall conversion efficiency.

5.5 The Effect of Noble Metal Distribution

In this section, the effect of the noble metal distribution is tested. The wash-coat

deposition can shorten the channel radius in reality, depending on the amount.

Therefore, the amount of wash-coat that can be deposited on a converter length

is limited with the substrate channel radius. In case of higher catalyst

concentrations, the available flow area can be decreased. However, in this part

of the study, it is assumed that the increase in the amount of the noble metal

doesn’t change the volume of the wash-coat.
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5.5.1 Homogenous Noble Metal Distribution

The CO-conversion efficiency curves for a converter of length 10 cm with

different uniform noble metal concentrations are shown in Figure 5.20. It shows

that the increase in catalyst, i.e. noble metal concentrations, affects the light-off

time, the value of the steady state conversion efficiency and the time to reach

this value, significantly. In Figure 5.21, the light-off time versus noble metal

concentrations are given for five different cases. It is observed that after a(x)

value becomes larger than 700 cm2 - Pt/cm3, the gain in the light-off time does

not bring as much benefit as between values 268-700 cm2 -Pt/cm3.

The dimensionless CO-concentration distributions along the converter for

different times of the reference case, a(x)=268.39 cm2-Pt/cm3 , are given in

Figure 5.22. The distribution is almost a linear decrease at early times. As the

time goes on a drastic conversion takes place towards the second half of the

converter where the temperature reaches its maximum value (see Figure 5.1.)

When we look at a similar profile in the case of higher noble metal distribution

(a(x): 537.68 cm2 -Pt/cm3), we see in Figure 5.23 that almost 90% of CO is

already converted in the first 30 seconds at the middle of the converter. In other

words, the larger portion of the conversion takes place in the first half of the

converter. Since the catalysts are expensive noble metals, the important question

that arises here is what would be the efficient usage of the noble metal catalysts.

In the following section, several numerical examples are given to investigate the

efficient usage of the noble metal catalysts.
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5.5.2 Efficiency Analysis for Noble Metal Distribution

The step-function distribution for the noble metal catalysts is proposed here. The

high concentration of the noble metal, referred as a(x)h,gh , is in the front section

and the lower concentration of the noble metal, referred as a(x),ow, is in the back

section of the converter. The location where the transition from high to low

concentration takes place is called as Lp (see Schema 5.1).

a(x) A

a(x)high

 

a(x)low

 

  
  

"
Y

Lp L

Converter Length : L

Schema 5.1 The alternative noble metal distribution: The step-

function distribution

The reason of choosing such a distribution is based on the results

observed in the dimensionless CO-concentration distribution along the converter

(Figure 5.22 and Figure 5.23). It is shown that most of the conversion takes place

at the front 40% of the converter length during the first 30 seconds for a

converter with the homogenous noble metal distribution of

a(x) = 537.68 cm2 -Pt/cm3.
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Figure 5.24 shows the CO-conversion efficiency curves for the cases with

, for a given step-function,

A
l
h

different transition lengths, LP :21, 13'- and

a(x),,,-gh = 6000m2 - Pt/cm3 and a(x)k,W =1cm2 -Pt/cm3 . Here

a(x),oW =1cm2 .Pt/cm3 can be thought of as having no noble metal at all since

its value is very small. This small non-zero value is taken for computational

reasons. As it is shown in Figure 5.24, the transition location Lp of the noble

metal distribution slightly affects the light-off time, which is around 20 seconds. It

is noted that in Figure 5.21, the light-off time of the homogeneous noble metal

distribution with a(x): 6000m2-Pt/cm3 is also about 20 seconds. The steady

state values of the curves, however, are quite different for each case. As length

Lp increases, the steady state conversion becomes better.

Since the light-off times are quite close to each other for all cases with

different Lp’s, the transition length Lp = U4 is chosen for the following test, so

that the consumption of the noble metal catalysts is minimum. In the test,

Lp = U4 and a(x)),igh = 6000m2 - Pt/cm3 values are kept as constants while the

value of a(x),oW is changed. In Figure 5.25, CO-conversion efficiencies are

shown for different a(x),oW values of 1, 79, 158 and 300 cm2 . Pt/cm3. The CO-

conversion curves slightly differ from each other only in the region of 20-30

seconds for cases with a(x),c,W 2 39. Therefore, it might not worth to use higher
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noble metal concentration for a(x),c,W just to gain a slight improvement in

efficiency for these 10 seconds.

Motivated by the need to reduce the emissions at no additional cost of the

noble metal catalysts, numerical test problems are then formulated in order to

answer the following two questions. The first question is that how much emission

reduction can be achieved when replacing a homogeneous noble metal

distribution by a simple step-function while keeping the total amount of the noble

metal catalysts as constant. The second question is that how much noble metal

catalysts can be saved using a simple step-function noble metal distribution if the

emissions are kept unchanged as that of the homogeneous distribution. In order

to answer the first question, the CO-conversion efficiency is calculated and

shown in Figure 5.26 for the reference case and the step«function case with

a(x),,,-gh =645 cm2 ~Pt/Cm3 , a(x),oW =80 cm2 -Pt/cm3 and Lp =L/3. Although

the amount of the noble metal catalysts used for the above two cases is the

same, it is clearly seen from the figure that a significant reduction in the

emissions is achieved as a result of a much shortened light-off time for the step-

function case. The light-off time is reduced by approximately 35% (by about 14

seconds.) In addition, a similar reduction of the light-off time for the species H2

and 03H6, propylene, is achieved for the step-function distribution case. These

results are shown in Figure 5.27 and Figure 5.28. Here, propylene is assumed to

be a representative of fast oxidizing hydrocarbon in the automobile exhaust.
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In order to quantify the reduction in the amount of the emissions (e.g. CO

emission), three potential driving cases are considered. The conditions of these

cases are given in Table 5.5. From the simulation result shown in Figure 5.26,

the mass flow rate of CO at the outlet of the converter is calculated as a function

of time and is shown in Figure 5.29. The averaged CO emission, in g/s, is then

calculated and shown in Table 5.6, for the three trips with both the homogeneous

and the step-function noble metal distributions, respectively. As we can see that

significant C0 emission reductions are achieved: about 32% for trip 1, 27% for

trip 2 and 17% for trip 3. A higher CO emission reduction for short distance trips

is expected due to the reduction in the light-off time as a result of using the step-

function noble metal distribution.

To answer the second question raised above, another case of the step-

function noble metal distribution is considered with

a(x)h,-gh =380 cm2 -Pt/cm3 , a(x),ow =75 cmz - Pt/c:m3 and Lp =L/3. It is

worth to mention that the amount of the CO-conversion for this step-function

case is approximately the same as that for the reference case. This can also be

seen from the conversion characteristics shown in Figure 5.32. The amount of

the noble metal saved by using the step-function distribution is about 34%.

The results shown above demonstrate that the transient conversion

characteristics are improved dramatically when using the step-function noble

metal distributions. Since the overall performance of converters is also affected

by the transient thermal characteristics, the inlet monolith temperature as a
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function of time is studied and compared with that of the reference case in Figure

5.30 and Figure 5.31 for the above two step-function cases. As we can see that

there is a large temperature surge at the inlet for the case of Lp=L/3,

a(x)h,-gh =645 cm2 -Pt/cm3 , and a(x),oW =80 cm2 -Pt/cm3 .

Although catalytic converters are designed to withstand occasional high

temperature operation, prolonged and repeated exposure to very high

temperatures leads to loss of noble metal surface area and even deterioration of

the catalysts support. The effects of the temperature surge on the converter

performance, therefore, need to be further studied. The results from our

preliminary study suggest that all the three parameters, a(x),,,-g,,, a(x),ow, Lp,

affect the transient monolith temperature. Since the thermal durability of the

catalysts and the substrate dictate much of the design of an exhaust system, it is

important to choose optimum values for a(x),,,-gh, a(x),ow and Lp such that the

conversion characteristics can be improved without further deterioration of the

noble metal catalysts. The statistical information on the location of deterioration

of catalysts can provide some insights for an optimum converter design via the

step-function noble metal distributions. In addition, an optimum noble metal

distribution needs to be investigated with the understanding that the optimum

noble metal distribution proposed has to be practical for the manufacturing.
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Table 5.5 Three real-life driving cases

 

 

 

 

Trips/Cases Traveling Speed Traveling Distance

(miles/hour) (miles)

1 35 20

2 70 80

3 70 300     
 

Table 5.6 Comparison of the CO-emissions of the reference case to

the step-function noble metal distribution.

CO emission
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In summary, the study on the effect of noble metal, Pt, distribution shows

that with higher amount of catalyst the surface chemistry is activated earlier. This

has two important results: First, the conversion starts earlier around inlet region

of monolith. Since the conversion reactions are exothermic, the excess heat

transferred to downstream warms up the monolith surface temperature and

activates the corresponding surface chemistry earlier. Our conclusion is that the

early attainment of high surface temperature (high enough to activate the surface
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chemistry around 650K) is necessary to have better conversion efficiency. The

results of the simulations with different noble metal concentrations show that the

light-off time is an exponentially decreasing function of the noble metal, Pt-

concentration (Figure 5.21). Therefore, the amount of noble metal used in

converter is better to be decided based on the percentage of improvement in the

light-off time since the cost of the noble metal is high. The second important

observation is that, once the surface temperature around inlet is high enough to

activate the surface chemistry, the excess energy dissipates to the downstream

and therefore the amount of the catalyst necessary in the downstream would be

less than the inlet region on the monolith. Based on this observation, the step

function noble metal distribution (Schema 5.1) that has high concentration

around inlet and low concentration around outlet is proposed and tested as an

alternative noble metal distribution. The simulations in which, the same amount

of catalyst is used for the homogenous and the step function noble metal

distribution, show that the light-off time is shortened by approximately 35%.

Moreover, compared to the homogeneous noble metal distribution, the exhaust

emissions are reduced significantly by using a simple step-function noble metal

distribution. In addition, the cost of the noble metal catalysts used in the catalytic

converters can be reduced when using the step-function noble metal distribution

while keeping the emissions the same as that of the homogeneous distribution. It

is critical to choose optimum values for high and low noble metal concentration of

the step funCtion. The high concentration value and the transition length, affect

the light-off time. The value of the low noble metal concentration affects the
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steady state conversion. The qualitative criterion based on noble metal

concentration versus the light-off time could be used as a basis for choosing

these variables (Figure 5.21).

5.6 The Effect of Inflow Oscillations

The inflow of the catalytic converter is time dependent due to the nature of the

combustion that takes place in the engine. In this section of the study, our

purpose is to find out if the oscillatory behavior of the exhaust gas affects the

characteristics of the converters. The inlet mass flow rate is taken as a sinusoidal

function for simplicity (see equation 3.19.)

Although it is not realistic to have such regular fluctuations under normal

operational conditions of the engine, it is useful to examine the effects of such

fluctuations on the conversion efficiency. Various oscillation amplitudes and

oscillation frequencies are considered in the simulations. In Figure 5.33a, the

time fluctuation functions of the inlet mass flow rate in the warm-up region are

seen for some period of time. In Figure 5.33b, the corresponding amount of CO-

conversion at the converter exit for each fluctuation function of the inlet mass

flow rate is shown for the same period of time. It can be seen from Figure 5.33a

and b that the fluctuation of the mass flow rate at the inlet and the corresponding

fluctuation of the conversion efficiency at the exit are not in phase. The patterns

of the fluctuation, however, are preserved for the cases examined.
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The results demonstrate that the inlet mass fluctuation affects the

conversion efficiency at the exit during the warm-up period. Therefore, it is

possible for us to control the exhaust gas oscillation so that better conversion

characteristics could be achieved. Further study on the mechanism related to the

oscillation of the mass flow rate at the inlet and the oscillation of the conversion

efficiency at the exit is needed. In Figure 5.34, the overall effect of the time

dependent inlet mass fluctuation on the conversion efficiency is seen. Figure

5.35 shows the comparison of the monolith wall temperature at different times for

the oscillatory and the constant mass flow rate. A sine-function oscillation of the

inlet mass flow rate is used for the comparison in Figure 5.35. It shows that the

temperature peak is shifted to upstream in the case of oscillation. This shift might

be the main reason to have better CO-conversions. The magnitudes of the

temperature peak are slightly decreased due to oscillations. It is worth noting that

it is not necessarily true that a time dependent oscillating mass flow rate at the

inlet would always improve the conversion efficiency. However, it is clear that the

inlet mass flow rate oscillation affects the conversion efficiency for earlier times

during the warm-up period. This investigation shows the necessity of a further

study in order to fully understand the mechanism relating the mass flux

fluctuation and the conversion efficiency.

5.7 Isothermal Study Results for Pressure Drop Calculations

In section 5.2, we stated that in our study the constant pressure assumption is

used inside the monolith. In this section, by isothermal model calculations, we
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would like to verify the validity of this assumption. The CFX-4.3 software is used

to simulate the axisymmetric two-dimensional model.

Substrate

Header

Q35"

Header

2

  

   

Outlet pipe

    

 

   Inlet pipe

symmetry axis

Schema 5.2 The geometry of the isothermal model.

The model includes the inlet pipe, headers with divergence angles 35°, the

substrate section and the outlet pipe. The schematic of the model is given in

Schema 5.2.

In the computational model, the substrate section is modeled as a porous

medium. The relationship between the velocity and the pressure is defined with

Darcy's Law. Based on the results of the experimental study of Kreucher et al.

[1996] on different substrate lengths, inlet pipe lengths and headers, the

necessary flow resistance coefficients for the substrate are calculated. Then

using these coefficients, the pressure drop for the geometry is found. The

computed results as well as the experimental results by Kreucher et al.[1996],

are given in Figure 5.36. The overall pressure drop corresponds to the entire

system from the beginning of the inlet pipe to the end of the outlet pipe. The pipe

pressure drop corresponds to a pipe with the same length as the length of the
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entire system and with a diameter the same as the diameter of the substrate

section. The header pressure drop corresponds to a difference between these

two pressure drops.

The substrate pressure drop, for the mass flow rate (40 g/s) of the

reference case, is 0.2 kPa, as seen in the Figure 5.36(b). This result is in good

agreement with the previous assumption of the constant pressure along the

converter. In the previous model that includes the surface chemistry, the change

in the gas density is caused by the abrupt change in the temperature rather than

the gradual pressure drop along the converter.

5.8 Axisymmetric Model Analysis

In this section, our purpose is to investigate the magnitude and the location of the

temperature peak due to the variation of the inflow velocity along the vertical

direction. Moreover, differences of the temperature distribution between the

reference case and the step-function noble metal distribution are studied. Finally,

the overall conversion efficiency, that is the integral emission quantity over all the

channels, is computed.

The axisymmetric model is developed based on the discussions in Section

2.3 and equations in Section 3.2. The geometry of the axisymmetric model and

dimensionless inflow velocity profile are shown in Schema 5.3. The striped

section is for the monolith, the gray area for the insulation mat and the black

striped upper layer for the surrounding steel layer.
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Schema 5.3 The geometry of the axisymmetric model

The parameters used in this part of the study for a channel is given in

Table 5.1. In the vertical direction, every six-channel is grouped to be one

computational row. Surrounding the monolith section, there is an insulation layer,

and finally the steel metal covers the insulation layer. These two layers, as

expected, have different heat transfer characteristics and conduction coefficients

than the monolith part. These values are listed in Table 5.7 . The character it

represents the conduction coefficients and C represents the specific heat

coefficients. The convective and the radiation heat transfer take place on the

upper boundary. The value of the convective heat transfer coefficient is

he = 4.84x10'3J/cmst and the radiation heat transfer coefficient is

h, =1.588x10'12J/cm25K4. The monolith layer has radius of r = 4.64 cm, the
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insulation mat has a thickness of tma, = 0.33 cm, and the steel layer cover has

thickness of (steel = 0.145 cm.

Table 5.7 Heat Transfer coefficients

Amman-m = 0.00265J /cm - s - K

lime, =0.0018J/cm-s-K

Cmonomh = 1,071+ 1.56 x10'4Ts - 3.435 x104Ts—2 J/ g- K

Cmat=0.6 J/g'K

Pmonolith = 0-552 9 / ems

pmal =1 g/cm3

Psteel = 7-8 9 / cm3

The temperature contours are given in the Figure 5.37 as two columns. The one

on the left shows the result of the reference case (homogenous noble metal

distribution) and the one on the right shows the result of the step-function noble

metal distribution. Each row represents the temperature contours at different

times. From top to bottom, time levels are 10, 20, 30, 40, 60 and 80 seconds.

Each plot has the same color code varying from 350K to 1000K changing with

25K steps. The maximum temperature at the inlet might go up to 1300K, which is

lower than that of one-dimensional model as expected. Temperatures that are

higher than 1000K are shown in red color.
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During the first 20s, the main heat transfer mechanism for the reference

case is the heat conduction and the convection along the converter. The hot

exhaust gas warms up the inlet region faster then the outlet region. The

magnitude of the inflow velocity is higher near the symmetry line and gets lower

along the vertical direction. Since the hot gas transport, due to a larger velocity,

is more around the symmetry line, the relatively high temperatures around the

inlet region of the symmetry plane are observed at the initial times. The

temperature decreases along the vertical direction. This characteristic continues

until the surface temperature gets as high as the exhaust gas temperature at the

inlet (600K) to activate the surface chemistry. Once the surface chemistry is

activated starting from the inlet, this energy is convected to the downstream

faster for the channels with a higher velocity. Therefore, the higher surface of the

temperature occurs around the outlet (see Figure 5.37 for times of 30 and 403.)

At these time slots, the heat transfer along vertical direction becomes significant.

At the time of 503, the temperature peak occurs around the fifth row. The

channels with lower velocity have a tendency to warm up the surface locally

since heat is not transported from the surface to the exhaust gas as quickly as

the channels with higher flow velocity. Temperature peak at 805 is around 1/4 of

the converter length from the inlet, at the fifth row in the vertical direction.

In the second column, the temperature contours are given at the same

time level as the reference case so that we can compare the change in the

temperature caused by the step-function noble metal distribution. All the

phenomena that was observed during the first 60s of temperature contours of the
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reference case, is observed during the first 305 of the step-function distribution.

Temperature peak occurs at the fifth vertical station at the inlet. As time goes on,

the surface temperature of the monolith reaches the highest value at the inlet.

We can further investigate whether the temperature contours become

similar to each other at the steady state for these two cases. In Figure 5.38,

temperature contours for both cases are given at 240s. They are quite similar to

each other. Therefore, although the step-function noble metal speeds up the

monolith warming, the value and the location of the temperature peak remain the

same for the steady state conversions. The above results of the two-dimensional

axisymmetric model are in a very good agreement with the results of the one-

dimensional study. As time goes on from the start of the exhaust gas inflow, the

local temperature peak moves from the symmetry line to the external levels,

getting closer to the inlet at each level. At the steady state, the temperature peak

is at the inlet and away from the center of the converter.

The CO-conversion curves from the two-dimensional calculations for both

cases are shown in Figure 5.39. Since the inflow velocity differs along the vertical

direction, the weighted average of the CO-conversion is used to calculate overall

CO-conversion. The weighted average is defined as

Vi X 000;overall _

CEco - 2 V1
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where V,- is the inflow velocity at row i and C(30) is the molar fraction of the

emission of the carbon monoxide. The step-function distribution gives 31% better

conversion compared to the reference case.

78



 

'\ T=124.18

 

900.. r n. T=71.8s

9

v L2 800

2

fl

*- 700—

a

5
1- 600

To

B      Reference Case

  
 

400 — " ' - Computed Result

300 L l l I

0 2 4 6 8 10

Length (cm)

Figure 5.1 The monolith temperature for various times. Solid line result is taken

from Oh et al.[1982]

 

  

  
 

100

90 L

25‘
r: 80 _

.2

2 70 —
0

E
o 60 -

0

8 50 _

‘6

‘E 40 _

3

g 30 ..

<

20 Reference Case

- - - - Computed Result

10

o 1 l l l l l I

0 50 100

Time (s)

Figure 5.2 The CO-conversion efficiency for warm-up period. Solid line is taken

from Oh et al.[1982]

79



 8
8

' " ' ‘ Transient

Reference case
C
O
c
o
n
v
e
r
s
i
o
n
(
%
)

8
8

8
‘o

”
8

3
‘

8
o

T
T
—
r
l
'
l
I
I
I
I
I
I
T
T
I
fi
l
l
'
l
T
T
I
'
I
I
I
I
'
I
l
T
l
'
T
l
I
T
'
I
l
I
I
'
I
I
I
I

_
e

O    I’IIIIIIIIJIIJIIILIIIIII

10 20 30 40 so 60

time (s)

O

 

Figure 5.3 The CO-conversion for the reference case and the case with transient

term.
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Figure 5.4 The gas temperature distribution along the monolith at 30s.
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Figure 5.5 The surface temperature distribution along the monolith at 303.
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Figure 5.6 The gas temperature distribution along the monolith at 40s.

81



 760

      
 

:. , \
74° ; Reference case: \

, I

720 E " ‘ " ' Transrent ,

; \

: \

700 - \

A C
\

£680 :- \‘

a I

I" :

56° :-

640 I-

620 i-

1

6m '- l 1 1 l L l L l l l l J L 1 l L l L l l l l l L

2 4 6 8 10

Man)

Figure 5.7 The surface temperature distribution along the monolith at 403.

 '8
‘
0

O

a
:

O

N O
8

.
5

O
8

N O

’.0 —— Rh = 0.04 cm

. -...... Rh = 0.06 cm

—
L

O

- - - - Rh=0.080m   

 

A
m
o
u
n
t
o
f
C
O

c
o
n
v
e
r
s
i
o
n
(
%
)

0
|

0

o
I
l
l
l
'
l
l
l
l
'
T
l
l
l
'
l
l
l
I
l
l
l
I
T
'
I
T
T
I
T
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
T
I
I
I
I
I
'
I
I
T
T

O

102030405080708090100

tlme(s)

Figure 5.8 The CO-conversion curves for a converter with constant void area

and different channel radius (different cell densities)

82



 

 

15*

14
13 Rh=0.04cm

A -...... fill-0.06m
1.$12 ---- nil-0.08m If

11

g.
g 9

§ 8

o 7

S; a

E 5

g 4

3

2

1

00 10 A l l 20‘ l I ‘30

   
time (s)

Figure 5.9 The enlarged view of the first 303 of the Figure 5.8.

 

 

 

   

800

" celldenslty-GOO

: ------- oelldensltys300

700 _ — - - - celldensltyszoo

g : tlme=15.7s

5600

g I

E :

.2 500-

i .

3 I.

400-

r-L l l l l 1 L1 1 L L1 1 l I I l i+1 l 1

3000 2 8 10

Conv:rter Lenggt (cm)

Figure 5.10 The wall temperature along the monolith at 15.7 s for different cell

densities.

83



 

  

 

 
 

 

    
 

1000

- celldenslty-BOO

* ------- cell (husky-300

900; ---- celdensltyszoo

Q ' time = 47.28

5 800 -

8 b / "" ~ ‘

a I ‘ ~ -
E I r ‘ ~ ..

.2 700 - I 0’, ‘- -

a -"
B

lllllLllLlllllllluLllLL

5000 2 4 6 8 1o

Converter Length (cm)

Figure 5.11 The wall temperature along the monolith at 47.2 s for different cell

densities.

1000

: ‘ time = 71.8s

- ’ \

900 r- , \ .’°\

“ ' ‘\ .’ \,

g : ' ‘ ‘5'- ‘ ‘4‘. _

e - ' -'
a 800 - ' I
8 ” ' .'

a C I I
E _ l 1

,2 700 +- 1 1

fi - ' .'
3 L

600 a. ,,,,,

celldensltyssoo

------- celdenslty-aoo

- - - - and-mama

l L l L l L L l l I J 1 l 1 l L l I l l l L

5000 2 1o
 

Convgrter 1.811931 (cm)

Figure 5.12 The wall temperature along the monolith at 71.8 s for different cell

densities.

84



 '8

  

I”: _.._. ,3 ........a‘

w O’o I

a so '
v r

5 7o . l

2 . I

g 60 1

§ 1

O 50 I

I

g... , .
.. l constant voldfractlon,

g 30 dlfferentwallthlclmesses

o

5 20 —o— d..0127cm

ds.o179cm

1o ------- (13.02540!!!

- - - - da.0312cm

o 10 20 30 40 50 60 7o 80 90100

thne(s)

Figure 5.13 The CO-conversion curves for different wall thickness values.

 

 

 

  

1ooo_

—o— celdenslly=1200

900- — celdensltyasoo

: ------- celldenslty=3oo

: ---- unmnmnoo

9800: tlme=15.7s

g E
700-

g :

5600:.
1- :

T: C

3 500:

I. l 1 l l 1 l l l I l l l l I l l l l I l l 1 l

3000 2 10

Conv:rter Lenggt (cm)

Figure 5.14 The monolith wall temperature along the monolith at 15.7 s for

different wall thickness values.

85



 

 
 

1000

P —o— d=.0127cm

. ds.0179cm

- ------- d=.0254cm

900- ---- d=.0312cm

g _ tlme=47.28

3800

g .-

E

.2700

i

3

600

5mLIIIIIIIIIIJIILIIIIIJIII  
 

o 2 4 6 8 to

Converter Length (cm)

Figure 5.15 The temperature along the monolith at 47.2 s for different wall

thickness values.

 

      
 

 
 
 

1000+

: time=71.88

L

900 '- I \ .’\

A I ‘ .’ '\.

5 . r "L‘ \'\.-

0 ~ ~ ~

5800 s
2 i

a l

E .'
,2 700 g

'7;

3

600 —o— comma-1200

oeldensltyasoo

------- celldenstty=300

1 I - - -l- eeldonsllty=200

I l l I I I I I l I I l I I I I 1 I l I

5006 2 4 6 10

Converter Length (cm)

Figure 5.16 The temperature along the monolith at 71.8 s for different wall

thickness values.

86



 

 §
8

8
N O

 8
8
8
8
8

I
I
I
I
'
I
I
T
I
'
I
l
I
I
'
I
T
T
T
I
T
'
U
I
'
I
T
I
I
I
T
T
T
T
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
'
T
I
'
U
I
I
I

cell density = 200

A
m
o
u
n
t
o
f
C
O

c
o
n
v
e
r
s
i
o
n
(
%
)

 

  

 

- - - - (130.0254 cm EV: 0.7371

6 3 0.0312 cm EV I 0.0830

60708090100

  
010203040 50

time (s)

Figure 5.17 The amount of CO-conversion curves for 200 cell/in2 (Ev represents

the values of the void fraction).
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Figure 5.21 The light-off time values for a converter of length 10cm with different

a(x) values
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91



 8
I
I
I
—
T

\

I I I l I r r l I I I I I I

   

   

  

8
8 I ~

0

I
I
I
I
T
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
U
I
I
'
l
l
'
U
T
U
I
—
l
l
l
l
l

\
l

O
O

C

I
I
I

 

l
-
I
C
c
o
n
v
e
r
s
i
o
n
e
f
fi
c
i
e
n
c
y
(
%
)

N
0
0
3

0
1

a
)

O

103-

E

00
  

Figure 5.27 The HC conversion for the (homogenous) reference case and the

step-function noble metal distribution.

 

_
L

(
O
o

o
o

I I I I

o
n

0
0
0

 

0
0

ref

---—ebp-fmctlon

«$th 645, In)“: 00 . LP I LI3

 

H
y
d
r
o
g
e
n
c
o
n
v
e
r
s
i
o
n
e
f
f
i
c
i
e
n
c
y
(
%
)

(
r
3

0
.
:

-
>
g

a
:

\
i

—
L

o  
0 1O 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

time (s)

Figure 5.28 The hydrogen conversion for the (homogenous) reference case and

the step-function noble metal distribution.

92



 

 

  

  
 

 

CO 1 r

(9/8)

Homogenous

distribution

0.3 -

Step-function

distribution

0.2 -

l /

0.1. k

0 . . .

0 20 40 60 60 100 120

Time (s)

Figure 5.29 The CO-emission in g/s for the (homogenous) reference case and

step-function noble metal distribution

 

(I)

r ‘Ik, m
‘A

t"!-

 
 ref

- - - - step-function

a(x)”: 045, XX)": 00, Lpa LI3

l l L l l l l l l l l 1 A

50 100 150

time (s)

  
Figure 5.30 Inlet surface temperature for the reference case and the step-

function noble metal distribution.

93



 1700

  
 

 ref

500 -—--sbp-function

400 xx)“,- 360, wow-75, LpaLI3

3m 11111111111111.141111141

0 50 100 150 200 250

time (s)

 
Figure 5.31 The outlet temperature for the reference case and the step-function

noble metal distribution.
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noble metal distribution.
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Figure 5.33 The effect of inflow-oscillations on CO-conversion efficiency
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Figure 5.36 Pressure loss for different mass flow rate cases.
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Figure 5.37 Temperature contours for different times of the (homogenous)

reference case (left column) and the step-function noble metal

distribution (right column)
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Chapter 6

CONCLUSION

The objectives of this study are to investigate the heat transfer, the mass

transfer, the chemical reactions and the fluid flow inside the catalytic converter

and to develop criteria to improve the conversion efficiency of the catalytic

converter, especially at the cold-start regime. This is accomplished by a

systematic study of a model by Oh et al.[1982] to understand the factors that

significantly affect the catalytic converter performance.

First, our one-dimensional model in this study is validated with existing

and experimentally verified numerical results of Oh et al. Secondly, the effect of

the transient terms in the heat and the mass conservation equations of the gas

phase on the conversion efficiency are studied. Although there is a difference

between the quasi-transient case and the fully transient case results, the quasi-

transient approach to model the mass and the energy balance equations for the

gas phase gives quite realistic results in terms of the integral conversion

efficiency in the cold-start regime.

The effect of geometry is investigated by using different values for the

parameters of the cell density, the wall thickness and the converter length. Their
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effects on the conversion efficiency curve and the light-off time are studied.

Based on these results our conclusions are

1. the cell density (ed), the wall thickness, the channel radius and the

converter length are important design parameters that affect the

conversion efficiency and the light-off time;

2. for a given wall thickness, increasing channel radius (i.e. decreasing cd)

shortens the light-off time, however this might result in a decrease in the

steady state conversion;

3. for a given void fraction, decreasing wall thickness (i.e. increasing cd),

shortens the light-off time, however this might result in a decrease in the

steady state conversion, as well ;

4. there is an optimum value for the converter length for a given amount of

the noble material.

We conclude that the early attainment of high surface temperature (high enough

to activate the surface chemistry around 650K) is necessary to have better

conversion efficiency.

The study on the effect of the noble metal, Pt, distribution showed that,

with higher amount of catalyst, the surface chemistry is activated earlier. This has

two important results:

101



1. The light-off time is an exponentially decreasing function of the noble

metal (Pt) concentration.

2. The amount of the catalyst necessary in the monolith around the outlet is

much less than the inlet region of the monolith.

Based on these results, a step-function noble metal distribution (Section 5.5.2,

Schema 5.1) is proposed. The study in this section has also two important

results:

1. For a given amount of the noble metal, the light-off time is shortened by

approximately 35% with step-function distribution and therefore the

emissions are significantly reduced.

2. The cost of the noble metal catalysts used in catalytic converters can be

reduced when using the step-function noble metal distribution while

keeping the emissions the same as that of the homogeneous distribution.

The qualitative criterion to choose a step-function distribution based on the noble

metal concentration versus light-off time graph is given.

The one-dimensional model is modified to the two-dimensional

axisymmetric model to study the effect of the inflow velocity variation on the

maximum monolith temperature, by using representative monolith channels

stacked in the vertical direction. The step-function noble metal distribution does

not change the temperature distribution qualitatively compared to the
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homogenous noble metal distribution. However, it speeds up the warming

process. The steady state temperature profiles of both cases are very similar.

The results of the flow oscillation study show that the oscillatory nature of

the inlet mass flux has an effect on the conversion efficiency during the warm-up

period. It is shown that the C0 conversion efficiency at the converter exit

oscillates as a result of the inlet mass flow rate oscillation. However, the

mechanism relating these two oscillations is still not clear. A further study in this

area could provide useful information on how to control the inlet exhaust flow

oscillations so that better conversion efficiency can be achieved during the warm-

up period.
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APPENDIX A

CHEMISTRY MODEL

In the present study, the chemistry model of Oh et al. [1982] is used. The

chemical reactions and their heat of reactions for the model are

C0+0.502 —> 002 ,

A H = —2.832x 1o5 J/mole , (A.1)

C3H6 + 4.502 —) 3C02 + 3H20 ,

A H = — 1 .928x106 J/mole , (A2)

H2 +0502 -) H20 and

AH = —2.42x105J/mole . (A.3)

The specific rates Fli(rates per unit Pt surface area) for the oxidation of

CO, C3H6 and H2 can be expressed as functions of solid phase concentrations

03,,- and temperature Ts:

Fico = k1 0s,co Cs,02 / 6 (A4)
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RC3H6 = k2 08,03H5 05,02/6 (A-S)

HH2 = k1 csflz 05,02 / c (A.6)

where

G = T8 (1 +K1CS,CO + K2 CS,C3H5 )2 X (1+ K3 025100 CZSIC3H6 )X (1+ K4CSIN00J)

(A.7)

k1 = 6.699x 109 exp (— 12556/rs )

k2 = 1.392x10" exp {—14556/Ts )

K, = 65.5 exp( 961/7; )

K2 = 2.08x103 exp(361/Ts)

K3 = 3.989xp(11611/Ts )

K4 = 4.79x105 exp(—3733/Ts)

From the stoichiometry, the reaction rate for oxygen must satisfy

R02 = 0.5 H00 + 4.5 RC3H6 + 0.5RH2 (A8)
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APPENDIX B

BALANCE EQUATIONS

The exhaust gas is considered as a multi-component mixture. It consists of

unburned hydrocarbons, combustion products and air. There is no mass transfer

through monolith channel walls. The energy and mass balance equations can be

written for the solid and gas phase of each component of the exhaust gas for an

individual channel. The exhaust gas diffuses through and is adsorbed on the

channel walls. If the surface temperature is high enough, surface chemical

reaction takes place over the channel surfaces by the help of catalytic noble

metal platinum, Pt. Schema 8.1 shows the control volume for this problem.

/

\

y ust gas Wall of Length. L

L ——>

X

 

 

 

  
Schema 8.1 Schematic for the one -dimensional study.
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The Material Balance for t_he Gas-Phase of the Species i:

The mass balance equation for the exhaust gas component iis derived for

the given control volume from the fundamental balance equations. The chemical

reactions in gas phase are neglected. For simplicity, we will include only one

spatial direction:

amnhcv):=

d, [mm]. -[m;A1 + 11776 (B.1)
x+Ax

where eis the bulk volume and A is the void area perpendicular to the flow

direction. The total cross section area is the sum of the void area and the solid

wall area, Atotal = A+ As. mm, is the total mass amount of species i within the

bulk volume, i.e. mm = pike). m; is the mass flux, i.e. rh‘,’ = p,-v,-, where p,- is

the density and v,- is the total velocity of species i. And m7 is the rate of the

volumetric mass adsorption of the species i. After replacing these definitions in

Equation (8.1) and dividing each term by the bulk volume 9 and taking the limit

Ax—> 0 gives:

(”5.01) a ...

dt = a(epivi)+ mi (32)

The species velocity, v,-, can become a quite complicated expression that takes

into account different modes of diffusion, such as the ordinary diffusion

associated with concentration gradients, the thermal diffusion resulting from

temperature gradients, the pressure diffusion resulting from pressure gradients,

108



and the forced diffusion resulting from unequal body forces per unit mass among

the species.

Mass average bulk velocity can be defined as

vb =2[§—£w] . (8.3)

and diffusion velocity is defined as

vwfir a v,- — Vb (B.4)

therefore, v,- s Vb + Vi,de .

Using this relation in Equation (8.2) and dividing by void fraction 6 gives

d—pt'+ -$1MVbI-a—ibinirrI= LZI - (3-5)

The third term in Equation (8.5) is expressed by Fick’s Law

(101V:diff)Di,k 33—? . (8-6)

where D,;k is the mass diffusivity coefficient of the species i into the mixture k

with units of length squared per unit time. It includes the combined effect of all

previously mentioned modes of diffusion.
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_d_t:i +—X'Il0iV"bI aaxDi[kaaxpi]: [:7 (B-7)

To simplify and to express the above equation in terms of the mole

fractions, the following expression is also used in Equation (B.7).

m,- Mill/,-
0 = —_ = C '_

BIBPI mtot Pg 9,: ng Pg ( I

Here, pg and MWg are the density and the molecular weight of the exhaust gas,

MW,- and 09,,- are the molecular weight and the molar fraction of the exhaust

gas component i.

  

   

apg a ,- 3ng _ a 3ch MWg m7

QUITW993pg—at+'pgv 8x —$[pD Bx +MW,-_e_

(B.9)

The large bracketed term is equal to zero because of the continuity of the

exhaust gas flow. Here the assumption is that the diffusion coefficient is an

isotropic property. The bulk velocity inside the channel can be expressed in

terms of the pipe velocity using the integral form of the mass conservation

equation written for the exhaust pipe and inside the converter.

pprAp = ZprVbJAx

channel number
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Ap
 

 

 

 

Since = we have

A'O'a’ number of channel/s

PprAtotaI = Pb,xVb,xAx = PgV A

So, we have

V
V = ”ID P

(8.10)

p98

since a = .

otal

In the equation

ac - ac . azc - MW
9” 9.! 9" g m

E —+ V—zs D- + —m- B.11pg at pppax pglk 3X2 MW,- I ( I

we define m7 , rate of volumetric molar adsorption of species i as

. MW-

m’=k -SC -—0 -——’— 8.12I m,I ( 5,1 9,1) MWg Pg I I

where km’; is the particle to fluid mass transfer coefficients (m/s), 8 is the

specific surface area, and 03,; is the molar fraction of the adsorbate at the

monolith wall surface. Dividing each term in Equation (3.11) by pg gives
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E
 

2

k . ._ . .

at pg 3X 8X2 + m”S(CS" Cg” ) (B 13)

The Material Balance for the Solid Phase of the Species i :

The species idisappears in the exhaust gas because of the diffusion into

the catalytic wall surfaces due to adsorbtion. It is assumed that whatever

disappears from the gas phase is consumed with the surface chemistry on the

converter channel walls. Note that the gas state chemistry is ignored in our

model.

Im‘c'onsumed by reactio I = [ma'dsorbedI (3-14)

The adsorbtion term is defined as Equation (B12).

MW-
’ pgkm,iS(Cg,i-Cs,i)- (3-15)MW,°a(x)§,- (5517's ) =W

9

Further simplification in Equation (B.15) gives

~ — p

a(x)H,-(cs,Ts)= '—g"km,is(cg,i —Cs,.-) . (3.16)
MWg
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The Energy Eguation for the Gas Phase of the Species i:

Energy balance for the control volume of the exhaust gas is derived using

the heat fluxes through the perpendicular areas to the flow direction in and out of

the control volume and the heat transfer from or to the surrounding monolith

walls.

0’05 ,cv) . . ,

dt = [06 Alx _ [03 ’41x+Ax + Ogas to solid Asurface (B-1 7)

There is no volumetric heat generation term. The adsorption reactions are

associated with the monolith walls. The radiation heat transfer is not included.

An analysis similar to the analysis of the material balance for the species is done

to obtain the final form of the thermal energy balance equation. After replacing

expressions for

Eg.cv = mng.ng = (”359) 010.979,

ages to solid = hAsurface( Ts ‘ Tg) .

 

. m C T
_ 9 p.9 9 _

and 03 — A —(pg£v)Cp,ng

in Equation (3.1?) and dividing by control volume56 and taking the limit Ax—e 0

gives

3% Cog T9), va( Pg 010.079)

6: r ax

 

s
=h;(Tg —Ts ). (3.18)
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Here, h is the inter-phase transfer coefficient, Asufiaca is the

circumference area, T9, T5 are the temperatures corresponding to the gas and

solid phases, and v is the exhaust gas velocity. The term CM is the specific

heat for the gas. The transport of the energy between the two phases is

represented by a potential temperature difference. Therefore, the last term on

the right hand side also appears in the solid-phase energy balance equation. To

simplify Equation (8.18) further, the derivative of each term is written in an open

form. Here the specific heat coefficient 0p,g is assumed to be a constant value:

  

a(p ) a(T ) a(p ) 3(7' ) S
Cp,g{[Tg—af—+pg—a—f—]+v[rg a: + pg 6: II =h:(Tg-Ts)

(8.19)

The flow within a monolith channel is fully developed (see the Order of

Magnitude Analysis at the end of this appendix) and therefore, the term % is

zero. So, to add this term to the left hand side of Equation (8.19) does not

change the equality. After rearranging terms in Equation (B.19), we get

apg 8pg 8v 8T9 8T9 S

Cp’g{Tg(—+V—+pga]+[ pg —5t—+ ng—a; =hE-(Tg -TS) .

(6.20)
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On the left hand side, the terms within the first parenthesis is the continuity

equation and therefore zero. The final form of the energy balance for the gas

phase becomes:

8T9 3Tg s

Cp’gpg -—a—t—+V-a';- =h:(Tg—Ts) (8.21)

The Energy Eguation for the Solid Phase of the Species t

We can write the energy balance on the channel walls. The net energy

change of the walls is the result of the heat transferred by the c0nduction and

convection and the endothermic reaction on the monolith surface.

d(Es,cv)

dt + ogas to solidAsurface + meactione
: OgAst — OEASIHAX

(6.22)

where

ES,CV = mst,sTs = p(1—£)GCp,sTs (8.23)

and the wall area of conduction is A5 = (1 - £)A,O,a, .
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Os represents the rate of heat flux in W/mz. 0:93am" represents the rate

of heat release per unit volume, in W/m", by the surface chemical reactions on

the channel walls.

The conduction terms are defined by Fourier’s conduction Law:

05” =2 a—Ti (3.24)
m mam 

The term (Ogasm solidAsuf-face) is defined in page 112. Using these

expressions in Equation (8.22) and dividing by the control volume, 9, and taking

the limit Ax —> 0 gives the equation

 
 

_ 2 3

am 9210,51, )=(1—e){Ax 2x7; } + hsrTg - Ts ) +a(x)2 «AHA-31551.)
i=1

(8.25)

Here, (1-5) is the porosity coefficient representing the amount of the solid

volume, ps is the wall density, Cos is the specific heat constant for the wall, Am

is the conduction coefficient corresponding to direction m, a(x) is the active

catalytic surface area of the wall and the parameters in the last term is explained

in Section 2.1.2. The wall density, p3, is constant. However, the specific heat

constant of the walls, 0,, , is a function of the surface temperature distribution

and therefore a function of time:
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cps =1.071+1.56x10"4Ts +3.435x1o4T;2 (8.26)

Using the chain rule for the time derivative term gives

 

3((1-£)P C Ts) 3T
8: P5 =(1—£Mag;5 , (3.27)

where 031, [=1..071+2x156x10‘4T +3.435x1o4T;2J. (8.28)

The final form of the energy balance for the solid phase becomes

a T a T

(#0950215 —(afl=(1-£){Ax:25}?— + hS(Tg--Ts)+a(X)X(-AH)1 F?1(Cs.Ts)

i=1

(3.29)

In the calculations of the present study, the results show that the overall effect of

having constant or the variable CM is not very significant.

The Dimensionless Form C_)f The Balance Equations:

In this section, dimensionless form of the balance equations are derived.

These forms of the equations are going to be used for the order of magnitude

analysis and calculations. The characteristic values used for the non-dimensional

form are defined as follows. The converter length L, the radius Rh, the velocity v,

time 5, the inlet gas concentration of species i, CW“, and the inlet gas
V I
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temperature Tén’e‘. Each term in Equation (8.13) is non-dimensionalised by the

characteristic values described above. The dimensionless form of the mass

balance equations for the gas-phase of the species ibecomes

clgnletaC clgnlletaC a26 S . V .

g,i+ g.i_ nlet __g_,i+ nlet

TT‘0”‘052' 132.2 “mificwcgj’clg’

(3.31)

Simplifying the above equations using the expressions for S and km,i1 we obtain

v . 2v

309i We 309.! = @111 a Cgu’ +003”thik

at L ax L2 3,72 R2

  

(CsJ ‘ égj)

The mass balance equation for the solid phase equation, Equation (8.16), is

simplified using the same characteristic parameters to get

H(C ,T ) Pg

LR ,T ’35 k-LC-—C- 3.2a(x) co(Cs SIRco(CS1Ts)=MWg m,IS ( 9.! 3,1) ( 3 )
 

pg

a(X)Rco(Cs1Ts )Ri(Cs1Ts)- MW

9

——kmiSLCi’,7;°t(ég,,- 433,1) (3.33)

The energy balance for the gas phase equation, Equation (8.21 ), becomes

C 87} +igva

Mp9 teat L ax

 9]=h§(fg~7‘s) (8.34)
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8Tg+vtc 3T9 _ hStc

at L a)? campy
  (f9 is ) (3.35)

By a similar analysis of the energy balance equation for solid phase, Equation

(8.29) gives

  

TI"I9I(Tg__TS)+ a(X)Z(—AH),'R[(CS,TS)

(1-£,-=1)

p Tginleta T8 = AXTénlet 62f§+ hS

s ””9 tcat L2 3:2 (1—29)

(8.36)

The Order Of Magnitude Analysis

The order of magnitude analysis is necessary to be able to make some

simplifications over the equation set we have. Schema 8.1 shows the directions,

control volumes and surfaces for this problem.

From Equation (8.13)), the mass balance equation in general form is

. 2 2 2
BCQJ + ”809,-W302 +WBCQJ “Dik 3anJ-+ 8 CQJ+ 8aCL

at 3x By ()2 3y?

8

1' kmj :(Csj '" Cg,i)

(8.37)

In order to check the order of magnitude of each term, the equation is re-

written in form
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C C CgJ C C C CgJ-

9"u 9”v w—9"-—,-kD[ 9" 2919”] ,' mj—E'(Csj-Cg'i)

 

At' Ax’ Ay' Az 4,341,242?

(3.33)

Divide each term by CgJ- to get

_1_ _u_._v_._W_=D. 1 . 1 . 1 . 3&1-) (3.39)
At'Ax'Ay'Az 'k sz’Ayz’Azz ' km’is CgJ

For the Poiseuille flow through ducts, study of Shah and London [1971] shows

that regardless of the duct shape, the entrance length can be correlated by the

following expression:

L—engance ~ 0.5+.005890 (3.40)

h

The nominal values for the velocity in the channel is around 10 m/s and

the diameter of the channel is around 0.06060m. With these values, typical

Reynolds Number is around 120 and the entrance length for this flow is

Since the transition to turbulence occurs at about Re 2 2300, the type of

the flow in this study is laminar and fully developed for x)L9,,,,a,,ce. The velocity

becomes purely axial, that is v = w = 0.

 

1 u 1 1 1 is 031
—;—= D ' km 1) (8.41)

At Ax ”{szMAJ/2'Azzj' '£(CgJ~
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The order of magnitude of Dik is around 104. The mass diffusivity

coefficient between the bulk gas stream and the catalyst surface is estimated

from the Shewvood number for fully developed laminar flow with constant wall

heat flux in the monolith channel (Shah [1971]):

= Sth, J 3.

2x F111 2x.0606x10'2

  ka- D,- = 2475D,-[m/s] (3.42)

The geometric surface;

1
"
l
a
;

= Hi == 3300m"1 , therefore the last term on the

h

right side, becomes a number around 800. If we check the magnitude of each

term, depending on their nominal values given in Table 8.1, some terms can be

neglected for the purpose of simplification. The simplified version of the species

conservation equation reduces to

ac -

(1.3% = km,i'§(cs,i _ cg”. ) . (8.43)

Here, the storage term and the diffusion of the species along the axial and other

directions are neglected. The convection term is balanced with the inter-phase

material balance.
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Table 8.1 Nominal values for the order of magnitude analysis

 

 

       
 
 

 

 

    

 

091i CSJ ((Jrn/ ) AX’ Ay,AZ A t Dik X 104

S m

( ) (mz/s)

0.0004 0.00045 10 N=243 .01 .0895-5.186

5 .02 .000413sq1.7d-

.02 7

N=81

.00125sq1 .5d-6

¥ J
V

At Ax (N02 ”’1’ 5

~100 :3 64x104DI-k =816.75X104D,'k

= 8000 - 24200

”1 54 Cs i ]
= 81 —-’—

09,]   
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