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ABSTRACT
POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION AND POLITICAL CHANGE
by Nguyen Huu Chi

The problems of underdevelopment eare seen in the general
context of cultural change. They have persisted because the
people who have been facing them are not socialized--psycho-
logically and normatively--to deal with them.

Most of the characteristics commonly found in under-
developed countries are more or less related to each other
and form the "underdevelopment syndrome." The particular
distribution of the syndrome traits makes one underdeveloped
country distinct from another. In Vietnam, the three
dominant traits are the anti-democratic tendency, nationalism,
and mandarinism. These soclo-political predispositions are
postulated as the result of the political soclalization process.

In this study three groups of Vietnamese students are
selected: 156 Cantho High School seniors, 232 Salgon University
freshmen and sophomores, and 59 students studying in America.
Several scales are constructed: the Semantic Status Con-
sclousness Scale, the Political Anti-Democratic Tendency
Scale, the Self-Glorifying Nationalism Scale, the Self-Debasing

Nationalism Scale, the Familism Scale (three sub-scales), the
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Jandarinism Scales (seven Guttman-type scales), and the
Occupational Preference Ordering Scale. In addition,
Rokeach's Dogmatism Scale is used.

Vietnamese students are more authoritarian than
American and English samples. The relationship between
authoritarianism and familism is a complex one. Some
significant correlations between authoritarianism and
familistic attitudes are found.

The structural approach to the study of nationalism
shows the limitations of the traditional approach. A
nationalist tends to glorify and despise his nation-state
al the same time. Structurally, nationalism is determined
Dy psychological effects of socialization. The content of
nationalism on the other hand, is determined by Westerni-
zation, 1.e. normative effects of socialization.

In general, mandarinism is not significantly
correlated with authoritarianism. It is found that mandar-
ism 1s significantly correlated with traditionalism. The
rreference of the civil service to other occupations is
significantly correlated with the desire for power, for
status, and for security. Entrepreneurial orientations

are negatively correlated with traditionalism.
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CHAPTER I

POLITICAL CHANGE AND POLITICAL
SOCIALIZATION

Introduction: Syndrome of
Underdevelopment

In this shrinking world, political isolation, national
independence, and territorial sovereignty are becoming
increasingly serious obstacles in international politics.

A shooting in the jungle of Southeast Asla, a revolt 1n the
desert of North Africa, an assassination or an inflation in
Latin America sometimes entall serious consequences causing
a great deal of headache to policy makers 1in Washington,
London, Paris, as well as in Moscow or Peking. More and
more, foreign policy of world powers depends on what 1is
going on in emerging nations. The course of political
change is a matter of crucial concern for those who are
interested in world peace and international prosperity.

This raises a variety of questions. A liberal-minded
Westerner might wonder why, after more than two decades of
independence, the people of the emerging nations have
experienced nothing but dictatorships or autocratlc rule.
Why is it so difficult for liberal democracy to be accepted
in these countries? A United Nations official, on the other

hand, searching for the bases of international cooperation

1






and understanding, might consider nationalism the greatest
barrier to his goal. Attltudes conducive to international
conflict are perhaps more widespread and stronger in the non-
Western world than the West. What 1is the nature of these
attitudes?

Finally, the problem of economic development constitutes
the most important issue in backward countries. Some social
sclentists believe that low standard ot living 1is one of the
main causes of the highly nationalistic atmosphere and anti-
democratic movements which are sweeping the emerging nations.
This state of eccnomic underdevelcpment has been interpreted
as due to shortage of capital and '"market bottlenecks," and
the problem is reduced to the discussion of "balanced" and "un-
balanced" growth.2 However, experts in economic development
have recently changed their approach, and increasingly believe
that the problem of economic underdevelopment 1is a human problem
rather than a purely economic and financfal one. It is
generally admitted that creativity and entrepreneurial spirit

3

are more important than the amount of caplital available.

1Seymour Martin Lipset, Political Man (Garden City, New
York: Doubleday, 1960), pp. 45-76; G. A. Almond and J. S.
Coleman, The Politics of Developing Areas (Princeton, New
Jersey: Princeton University FPress, 1960), pp. 532-576; Eugene
Staley, The Future of Underdeveloped Countries (New York:
Frederick A. Praeger, 1961), pp. 13-26.

2Albert 0. Hirschman, The Strategy of Economic Development
(New Haven: VYale University FPress, 1961), pp. 50-75.

3Simon Kuznets, Six Lectures on Economic Growth (Glencoe:
The Free Press, 1959); Everett E. Hagen, On the Theory of
Soclal Change (Homewood, Illinois: The Dorsey Press Inc.,
1902), pp. 30-35.







If entrepreneurial spirit is indispensable for economic
growth, why 1s it lacking in underdeveloped countries?

All these apparently unrelated issues have something
in common. All of them are relevant to the problem of soclo-
political change in the newly-emergent natlions. They are
parts of the "underdevelopment syndrome." In order to
understand what constitutes this syndrome, let us first
examine the "development" or "democratic syndrome." According
to Lipset, democracy demands certain conditions and entaills

certain consequences which in turn reinforces 1its survival

value. Lipset has analyzed this 1n the following diagram.l
CONDITIONS CONSEQUENCES
Open class system Open class system—>

o
Economic Wealth \\\\\ ,/f/ Equalitarian value- >
\\\\\\s, 7 system
Equalitarian value > i

DEMOCRACY - —_

system T 2 Political apathy <

7

Capitalist economy = Bureaucracy <=

Mass society <———

Literacy /ﬁ
High participation in Literacy —-
voluntary organizations

While the varilables mentioned by Lipset may be considered
separately for analytical purposes, they are, 1n practice,

SO closely related to each other that they can be considered

lLipset, Political Man, op. cit., p. 74.







as a single factor, or syndrome: the development syndrome.
When any one of these variables 1s missing in a political
system, all the others are in some degree affected. For
instance, poverty 1s always accompanied by high illiteracy;
the small literate classes monopollze political power and
the poor remain politically apathetlic. Normatively the
soclety may or may not be open. In actualilty,social mobllity
is greatly hampered by extreme poverty among the majority,
and extreme concentration of wealth within a small minority.
As a result, it is more difficult for an equalitarian value
system to develop and persist.l Finally, democracy lacking
its prerequisite conditions has a smaller chance of survival.

Given thls interdependence of the variables, 1t 1s
also possible to speak of an "underdevelopment syndrome."
The variables, in this case, assume values at the opposite
end of the scale (on following page).

There are two other variables which belong also in
the "underdevelopment syndrome," but which have only indirect
effect on democracy: nationalism, and lack of entrepréneurial
splrit. Their existence tends to reilnforce the effects of
other factors, For instance, nationallsm hampers the develop-
ment of a rational plan of economic development, and conse-

quently channel scarce resources to purposes (army, national

1John T. Dorsey, Jr., "An Information-Energy Model,"

Papers in Comparative Public Administration, edited by Farrel
Heady and Sybil L. Stokes (Ann Arbor, Michigan: The University

Of Michigan, 1962), pp. 37-57.
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status symbols other than the rising of the standard of
living.l It also induces concentration of power into the
hands of nationalist leaders in thelr international adventures.
Thus we find ourselves 1n the presence of a series of
vicious circles. Poverty and 1lliteracy favor the develop-
ment of nationalist feellings which 1in turns slow down indus-
trialization, which in return 1s the only way to get out of
the vicious circles of economic backwardness.2
On the other hand, in most of these socletles, the
entrepreneurial class does not have a high status, and does
not have opportunities to rise in the social hierarahy. Here
we have another vicious circle: a pre-industrial economy
co-exists with the lack of entrepreneurial spirit whilech in
turn hampers 1ndustrialization. Hence poverty and illiteracy
persist and reinforce discrimination against the entrepreneurial
class. In addition, without the rise of a rival class of
merchants and industriallsts, the traditional elite (e.g.
mandarins) continues to monopollze wealth and power. Conse-
quently, the closed class system with 1ts authoritarian values
is preserved, and democracy, literacy and other traits of the

"development syndrome" have little chance to emerge.

1M. Friedman, "Forelgn Economic Ald: Means and Objec-
tives," The Yale Review, Vol 47 (1958), p. 505.

°H. W. Singer, "Economic Progress in Underdeveloped
Countries," Social Research, Vol. 16 (1949), pp. 1-11;
Reagnar Nurkse, Problems of Capital Formation in Under-
developed Countries (New York: Oxford University Press, 1953).




The "underdevelopment syndrome" has been found in
most developing countries. Understandably, the distribution
and relative strength of these tralts varies in each
developing country depending on their socio-cultural parti-
cularities. Yet, in general, 1t is not uncommon to find
that these traits co-exist with each other 1n most, 1f not
all, the emerging nations. Students of soclo-political
change have often triled to find the main causal factor (or
factors) of the political situation in these newly lndependent

countries. They frequently emphasize one or a few such

traits and develop thelr own approach to the problem of

socio-political change, then explain the remaining trailts in

terms of the one(s) chosen as the main factor(s). This

results in a proliferation of approaches. Each of them con-

siders the problem of socio-political change in a different

perspective. There 1s no criterion to compare the value of

each approach. However, any approach which puts an undue

stress on one of the variable and leaves out others as

insignificant would fail to present a balanced and total

view of the country under study.

Before presenting the approach developed 1n this

study, let us examine the point of view of some well-known

students of underdevelopment. For the purpose of analysis,

we label thelr approaches as the economic approach, the

soclo-economic approach, the historical approach, and the

soclo-psychologlcal approach. To do Jjustice to these



authors, I want to emphasize that this categorizatlon is

not absolute. No authors mentioned rigidly use one approach
by choosing one of the numerous traits of the syndrome as
the sole factor of underdevelopment. All of them realize
that these traits are closely related to each other. Faced
with this chicken-and-egg problem of causation they choose
only some of these traits to serve as the point of departure

for their analyses without playing down the importance of

other factors. This is also the position I malntaln in the

sociolization approach developed herein.

The Economic Approach

Max Hariddman, stressing the economic factor, believes
that it is the character of the economy which shapes the
political characteristics of an underdeveloped country.l The
oligarchic nature of the government, the high frequency of
bloody revolutions among the elite (high politicization of

the elite), and extreme apathy of the mass etc. are seen as

corollaries of economic backwardness. The majority of the

people, composed of poor and illiterate peasants have no

voice in the political arena. The class of aristocratic

land-owners is closed, and 1s politically more or less indif-

ferent. Businessmen and industrialists are not hilghly respected

The political 1life becomes a flerce and bloody competition be-

tween the military and the bureaucrats. Thus, once this

1Max Handman, "The Bureaucratic Culture Pattern and
Political Revolutions," The American Journal of Sociology

(1933), XXXIX, 301-313.







In a world where life-values are conceived in terms

of hierarchical prestige and power, there intelligence
and education can find only one outlet besides the
army and the church, namely, state service, and

where, unless they do find such service, there is
literally nothing for them to do but face a period

of respectable starvation, but starvation neverthe-
less;where the commltments of liberalism and civili-
zatlon necessarily mean the maintenance of a school
system whose business 1t 1is to prepare the young people
for nothing else but state service; 1in such a world a
Malthusian law of population increase of the educated
in relation to the positions to be filled creates a
situation of such tenseness as inevitablelto lead to
the explosions of a political revolution.

political process 1nduced by normative and economic factors
has started, those who have gained political power will try
to guarantee their own continuance 1in power against the
former ruling elite. The latter being unemployed and having
nothing to lose scheme another bloody revolution to get back
thelr jobs. Lipset's condition for stable democracy--"rela-
2

tive moderate tension among its contending political forces"“--

clearly is not met in such a revolutionary atmosphere.

The Socio-Economic Approach

Other social scientists like Lipset, and Coleman
believe, like Handman, that the economic factor plays an
impoﬁtant role in the politics of the underdeveloped areas.
However, they place more emphasls on the soclological factor

considered resulting from the economic factor. That 1s why

. lMax Handman, op. cit., p. 307. See also, Merle King,
Toward a Theory of Power and Political Stability in Latin

America," The Western Political Quarterly, IX (1956), p. 33,
Vol. 9 (1936), p. 33.







10

I call their approach, the socio-economic approach. According
to Lilpset and Coleman, standards of living explain the
typical politics of underdevelopment--the upheavals and the
absence of democratic processes. Their assumption 1s: the
richer a country, the more democratic its political regime,
and inversely, the poorer a country, the less competitive

its political process.1 The explanation offered is that in

a poor country (1) the lower level of literacy breeds
political extremism, (2) the higher inequality of income
distribution intensifies the class struggle, and (3) there

is a "greater pressure on the upper strata to treat the

lower as vulgar, innately inferior, a lower caste beyond the
pale of human society."2 Besides the difference in emphasis
on the sociological factor, there are two other differences
between the approaches of Handman and of Liset-Coleman. Handman
emphasizes the economic structure of the country (agriculture
Vs trade and industry)while Lipset and Coleman point to the
standard of living of the people and wealth distribution
Within the country as the generators of anti-democratic values.
Also, Handman examines the political processes within the
elite class (the in-power group vs out-of-power group) while

Lipset and Coleman study the social relationships between

lJames S. Coleman, "The Political Systems of the
Developing Areas," The Politics of the Developing Area, G. A,
Almond, and J. S. Coleman (eds.), op. cit., pp. 536-544; s, M.
Lipset, "Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Develop-
ment and Political Legitimacy," American Political Science
Review, LIII (1959), pp. 69-105.

2
Lipset, Political Man, op. cit., p. 66.
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classes and their political consequences. Yet both reach
the same conclusion: the politics of the underdeveloped
areas are characterized by vioclence, extremism, and absence

of the democratic techniques of bargaining and compromise.

The Historlcal Approach

Belonging 1in this group we find social scientists lilke
Thorstein Veblen} or more recently, Vera M. Dean,2 who look
for historical explanations of soclo-political change. They
see political systems of the Western type as results of a

long evolution of socio-economic foundations- The non-Western

world, having just emerged from a medieval stage is not

equipped to deal with problems ¢t the industrial age. Accord.r..,

to Vera M. Dean,

It 1s not magic but centuries of travail and sacrifice,
marked by a series of bloody wars and revolutions,

that saw the peoples of the Atlantic community
gradually move from the feudal soclety and memorial
economy of the Middle Ages to industrialization,
universal suffrage, separation of church and state,

. scientific invetion, enlightened social legis-
lation, and the continuing expansion of intellectual

inguiry.

While the Western peoples have taken several
centurles to go through the major revolutions of
modern times--the rise of nationalism, the gradual
development of democratic institutions, the
challenges of nazism and communism, the 1mpact of
industrialization--the peoples of the non-Western

1Throstein Veblen, Imperial Germany and the Industrial
fevolution (New York: Viking, 1939), "The Opportunity of
igpi?" in Essays in Our Changing Order (New York: Viking,
38).

y 2Ver'a Micheles Dean, The Nature of the Non-Western
"orld (New York: The New American Library, 1961).
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areas . . . have had to telescope these revolutions
into the span of a.few years or a few decades in the

twentieth century.
Thus the syndrome of underdevelopment 1s explained as due
to the accumulation of unsolved social, economic, and
political problems which arise lmmediately after a developing
country's Independence Day. An atmosphere of crisis results
and discourages the best intentions of establishing a liberal

democratic regime at a time when solutions are badly needed
for these accumulated problems. Zblgniew Brzezinsky

Observes:

It is doubtful that all of the present and particularly
the future leaders of these new Aslan states, gilven
their elitist and dedicated character, will be able to
resist the temptation of employing the power at their
disposal, both to organilze soclety and to eliminate
resistance. Opposition may even encourage the use of
force because, once the process of internal revolution
has been launched, resistance inevitably takes on the
form of interference with the progress of new measures;
this, in turn, seems to those in control an attempt

to destroy the future so firmly out%ined in their minds,

and the charge of sabotage follows.

Tne Socio-Psychological Approach

This approach stresses the importance of sociological
and psychological factors in the process of soclo-political
change. The basic assumption underlying this approach is
suceinctly and cogently stated by the Vice President of the

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development that

lDean, op. cit., pp. 17, 193.

2Brzezinski, op. cit., p. 62.
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"development 1s a state of mind."l Political change involves
a change of values a--change of world view. A democratic, open,
stable, capltallst (or quasi-capitalist) regime is possible

1s legitimized by a system of norms based on

only if 1t
As long as that normative

democracy, freedom, and equality.

system has not yet been accepted and internalized, any

attempt at bullding a democratic and open society has little

chance to be successful. In effect

To the Western Intellectual, Communist totalitarianism
means, after all, the destruction of values and

standards bullt up through many years. To an Asian,
Communism is merely an alternative to liberal democracy,

and an glternative which produces the desired effects

faster.
For Mary Motassian, the socio-political difficulties

met durlng the transitional period do not stem from the pre-

valence of traditionalist values but rather the "destruction

of traditional institutions and values, sometimes even

before the impact of industrialism is felt, and the challenge

of the modern West."3 Anti-democratic impulses, nationalist

feelings, and a sense of urgency reflect a loss of orientation

by the "assaulted individual" of the non-Western world. The

search for self-identity pushes him to look for an ideology

1Guides for Point 4 (Washington, June 5, 1962), p. 3.

2Brzezinski, op. cit. p. 59.

3Mary Motassian, "Ideologies of Delayed Industrial-
ization: Some Tenslons and Ambiguities," Economic Develop-

ment and Cultural Change, Vol.6 (1958), p. 217.
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to reorient himself in a rapidly-changing environment. Thus,

all ldeologles of delayed industrialization are

essentlally revolutionary Pseudo-conservative
or radical, these l1deologies advocate the manipulation

of the disagreeable PreseTt Something must be
done, and done fast . . .

Thus disoriented, uprooted individual must seek refuge

in ideology to parry the impact of the West. The 1deology
helps him to get rid of the present, to attaln the dreamed

future. This route of escape still cannot relieve his

anxiety.

His ego needs protection which science and logic
cannot provide . He scorns his kind (and by

implication, himself) as "pseudo," "mongrel," neither
truly native nor truly Western. In order to find self-

respect, he goes in search for,his "true self"; he
tries to "discover Indila. M

Thus, the search for self-identity and security

have led to complete submergence of

and

the fear of isolation
his self into his nation, a "symbiosis" between his self and

his fatherland.3 In short, the anxliety, lonelilness, and

uprootedness of the "assaulted individual" pﬁts him in an

11p14., p. 219.

°Ibid., pp. 218-219.

3Erich Fromm, Escape From Freedom (New York: Holt
Fromm defines "symbiosis"

Rinehart and Winston, 1961), p. 158.
as the union of one individual self with another self (or

any other power, or entity outside of the own self) in such
a way as to make each lose the integrity of 1ts own self and

to make them completely dependent on each other.
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uneasy relationship with his fellow countrymen, and the

Westerners. Internal political processes becomes tense, and

revolutionary. International relations are built on an

emotional and irrational basis.
Once having immersed himself in a "cause," the individual

in a developing country loses completely his self-identify.

Edward Shils has observed that:

When the intellectuals of the colonial countries Were

ready to engage in politics at all, they were
Politics became

willing to give everything to them.
the be-all and end-all of thelr existence.

Shils sees the intense politicization of the intellectuals
of the non-Western world (contrasted by relative political

apathy noticed by Lipset in the West) as originating from
"a deep pre-occupation with authority."2

Even though he seeks and seems actually to break away
from the authority of the powerful traditions in which
he was brought up, the intellectual of underdeveloped
countries, still more than his confrere in more advanced
countries, retains the need for incorporation into

some self-transcending, authoritative entity. Indeed,
the greater his struggle for emancipation from the
traditional collectivity, the greater his need for
incorporation into a new, alternative collectivity.

Intense politicization meets this need .

This is one reason why the intellectual limmerses
at least for a time, in intense political

himself,

activities; it is why he seeks a "cause," an en-
compassing ideal. It is also the reason for the
oppositional character of the politics of the_intellectuals
who themselves do not share in the authority.3

lEdward Shils, "The Intellectuals in the Political
Development of The New States," World Politics, Vol. 12 (1960).

°Ibid., p. 339.

3Ibid., pp. 339-340.
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In short, this group of soclal scientists have stressed the
value orientation, the psychological needs of the individuals

as the maln factor of the "underdevelopment syndrome."

Objective and Approach

The apprcach used 1n thils study of political change is
a soclo-psychological perspective in combination with a
historical orientation. We willl select the main tralts of
the underdevelopment syndrome (namely authoritarian values,
anti-democratic tendency, nationalism, and non-entrepreneurial
predispositions) and treat them as functions of political
socialization. On the fundamental assumption that "develop-
ment is a state of mind," the sociallzation approach is a
convenient tool to study the influence of traditional systems
of ethics and values upon political behavior, and the effects
of certain personality characteristics on political orientation.
Several questions have been ralsed previously. We can pose
them again in the socilalization context. (1) Shils and
Motassian's studies imply the prevalence of strong authoritar-
lanism among the elite of the non-Western world; the few
questions we would like to be able to answer include: Are the
intellectual elite authoritarian? If so, is thelr authori-
tarianism the product of thelir traditional culture, and how is
traditionalism related to authoritarianism? (2) Nationallsm has

Deen often found to be one of the factors hampering economic
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development and international cooperationl for world prosperity.
In the socialization framework, we may ask ourselves how the
elite are soclalized to become fanatlc nationalists. Are
traditional values or authoritarianism responsible for the
development of this explosive attitude? (3) Finally,

Shils points to an additional factor which is one of the main
traits of the underdevelopment syndrome: the considerable

value attached to the civil service, and " a derogatory con-
cepticn of buslnessmen as elther exploitative foreigners or
money-grubbing, short-sighted, native manipulators of financial

ne Handman and Kling have pointed out the flerce

combination.
competition for civlil service jobs, and 1ts revolutionary

and autocracy-breeding consequences. Those who have gotten

a job in government become submissive to the ruler "by fear

of the loss of their posts in government schools or colleges or
by the material and psychological advantages of their Jobs."3
This submissiveness makes the ruler more confident in his

moral integrity and wisdom (e.g. Ngo Dinh Diem). In turn,

the intellectuals outside the government have become convinced
that the ruler must be overthrown since the peaceful voicing

of constructive opposition seems futile. Thus, another socio-

logical factor--non-entrepreneurial spirit--deserves our

lF‘riedman, op. cit.; See also, Eugene Staley, op. cit.,
Pp. 21-22, 182-183.
2oy s
Shils, op. cit.

3Shils, "The Intellectuals in the Political Development
of the New States," op. cit., p. 338.
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attention. We wonder how the 1ndividual 1s socilalized into
this non-entrepreneurlial predisposition. Is 1t due to the
traditionalist orientation, or the need fcr power, status,
and security?

This research 1s an attempt to provide some tentative
answers to the above questions. The hypothesis offered here
1s that the intellectuals behave as they do because they
are the product of thelr traditional culture and they are
facing development problems which no one has experlenced
before. These problems have persisted and will persist for
some time because the people who find themselves 1n this new
situation do not have enough time to adapt to it. Consequently,
the transition period remains bloody, chaotic, and unstable
as long as the trial-and-error attempts have not been frultful.
In one word, the objective of this research to test the
hypothesis that all socliological and psychological traits cf
the "underdevelopment syndrome" are but the behavioral result of
a8 sociallzaticn process. In order to make this point clear
in the development context, we need, first, to understand the
mechanism of the soclalization process. We then examine the
sociological and psychological traits of the underdevelopment

Syndrome as having their origins in the soclolization process.

Political Socialization

(a) Let us first consider socialization as a value-inecyl-
cating process. As Herbert Hyman states, "the socialization

of the individual . . . [1s] the learning of social patterns
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corresponding to hlssocietal positions."l

Thus, more specifi-
cally, political socialization is the learning of a political
role, and political values and norms. Political soclaliza-
tion, writes Gabriel A. Almond, results in the internalization
of "a set of attitudes--cognition, value standards, and
feelings--toward the political system, its various roles, and

role incumben‘cs."2

This position 1s similar to that of

Newcomb, who defines socializatlion as the process of "interior-
izing social norms." The interiorized socilal norms give the
individual a "frame on reference" to help him perceive different
objects and develop attitudes towards these objJects. Similarly,
the interiorized soclal norms assign the individual to a posi-
tion in the social system, to a role in dealing with other
persons. Thus, a role 1s a set of interlorized norms which
serve as a basls for the persistence of attitudes toward one's
self and toward others and for the perception of one's self

and others.3 Put in a political context, political sociali-
zation consists of (1) learning political frames of reference

for percelving, organizing, and evaluating political phenomena,

and (2) learning political roles which serve as guldelines

1Herbert Hyman, Political Soclalization (Glencoe,
Illinois: The Free Press, 1959), p. 25.

2Gabriel A. Almond, "Introduction: A Functional
Approach to Comparative Polities," The Politics of Developing

Areas, op. cit., pp. 27-28.

3T. M. Newcomb, Social Psychology (New York: Henry
Holt, 1958), pp. 299-33L.
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for political behavior towards others within and beyond the
political system.
(b) Secondly, socialization 1s related to personality
development. It does not only provide the individual with
a frame of reference, or a role pattern for dealing wlth
the outslde world. It also affects and guldes the formation
of his personality} Socialization not only teaches the
individual how to see, interpret, and evaluate reality, but
also how to "organlze his predispositions to behavior.2
Socialization has a deeper ramification than simple learning
a habit. As Allison Davis has put 1t, the
central characteristic of human soclal learning,
namely that human belings always learn theilr social
behavior in some type of relation to other person-
alities, and therefore in an emotional context, is
the cruclal principle underlying any systematic effort
to understand adolescent soclal and personal develop-
ment. That 1s every adolescent's soclal behavior bears
the marks of hils personal history in relation to his
parents, his siblings, hls playgroup, and his %eachers,
as well as the imprint of the culture control.
Thus soclalization involves not only the learning of a

political role, and political values, norms and ldeologies, but

lSees, for instance, Eric H. Erikson, "Reflections on
the American Identity," "The Legend of Hitler's Childhood,"
"The Legend of Maxim Gorky's Youth," in Childhood and Society
(New York: W. W. Norton and Company, Inc., 1950), pp. 240L-258,
Also, Alex Inkeles, et al., "Modal Personality and Adjustment
to the Soviet Socio-Political System," in Studying Personality
Cross-Culturally edlted by Bert Kaplan (Evanston, Illinois:
Row Peterson and Company, 13961), pp. 201-224.

2Newcomb, op. cit., p. 345.

3Allison Davis, "Socialization and Adolescent Personality,"
in Readings in Social Psychology, T. M. Newdomb, et al., eds.,
(New York: Henry Holt and Company), p. 39.
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also the organization of predispositions toward pelitical
behavior. Gabriel A. Almond expresses the same point of
view when he differentlates two types of socialization--
"Manifest soclalization," and "latent socialization." Mani-
fest soclalization--the only type 1nfensive1y dealt with by

1

Herbert Hyman in Pdlitical Soclalization =<apparently. con-

sists of inculcation of political norms. The "latent" form
of socialization is related to personality formation.

Latent of "analogous" political soclalization,
writes Almond, 1s the first and undoubtedly the
most basic stage of the political socilalization
process. The first years of 1life 1in the famlly,
the experience of authority and discipline and of
the family "political process" and "public policy"
constlitute the most rapid and binding stage of
soclalization. More of an impact occurs here2
than at any other point in the process. . . .
(emphasis added)

In short, in studying the end-result of political socialil-
zation we must take into consideration both political norms
inculcated, and the type of persconallty developed durlng the
socialization process.

(¢) Thirdly, the socialization process prepares the
individual to cope with his daily problems. This aspect of
the socialization process can by examined from two perspec-
tlves: that of the socilalizing agents, and that of the
individual undergoing socialization. For the socializing

agents, the aim--conscious or unconscious--of the socialization

lHerbert Hyman, op. cit.

2Almdnd, op. eit., p. 28.
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is to prepare children to cope effectively with their problems
as adults. Yehudi A. Cohen writes:

Parents 1n any socliety invariably bring up their
children on the assumption that they are antici-
pating the future for these children. . . Parents
bring up their children so that the latter will
be able to fit into a particular kind of social
system when they become adults, and they invari-
ably attempt to anticlipate the particular kind of
world in which these chlldren are going to live
and train them to live in that world, not
necessarily tEe world for which they, themselves,
were trained.

According to Newcomb, from the polint of view of the

individual undergoing socialization, his "motive patterns"

are formed partlially through his problem-solving attempts.2

The infant's first motlve patterns are acqulred as

he learns to relate objects and events to the relief

of his own drives . . . A moment comes when the old
motive pattern falls to relleve a present condition

of drive . . . Motlve satisfaction is temporarily
blocked, [and new patterns develop]. . . The general
principle here 1s that new patterns of relieving drive
are not acqulred except as they prove more satisfying
than o0ld ones, or more effectively in relieving drives.3

As a preparation for problem solving, the soclalization
process has two important limitations. The first stems from
the human limitation in predicting the future, the second
from limited human flexibility in adaptation. First, in

saylng that parents tend to anticipate the future of their

1Yehudi A. Cohen, Social Structure and Personality; A
Case Book (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1961), p. &4,

2Newcomb, op. eit., pp. 345-350.
3Ibid., pp. 346-347.
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¢cnildren, Cohen does not necessarlly assume that parents can
predict the future correctly and accurately. It 1s obvious
that 1n a stable or slowly-evolving society the error of
prediction 1s minimal. But 1n political and cultural revolu-
tions, or in rapidly-changling socletlies, the error in pre-
dicting the future 1s 1likely to increase drastically. 1In
other words, the error 1s a functlion of the rate of social
change. Where the o0ld system 1s collapsing, and the new
system has not taken a definite shape, 1t is impossible for
the parents to make a prediction about the world that their
children are golng to live. They must socilalize their
children in the way they think best--most of the time the
way in which they were themselves soclallzed.
Concerning the second limitation--that of human flexi-

bility in adaptation--Newcomb writes:

New patterns of relieving drives, he writes, are

most likely to be tried when old ones fail.

‘New motive patterns, then get started most

commonly when old ones are blocked. . . [The search

for new patterns 1s not a systematic one.] New

patterns may be discovered bylsheer, random

exploration or "by accident."

In short, even though soclalization 1s problem-

oriented, it does not necessarily mean that once socialized,
the individual is able to solve his problem. Where the

problems are completely new, as in the case of sudden change,

Wwe cannot expect him to cope with these problems efficiently

11vid., p. 347.
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and quickly because (1) he 1s not equipped to deal with them,

and (2) he needs time for "sheer random exploration" in his

search for workable solutions.

Political Soclalization and
Political Change

Political Regimes and Political Soclalization

Political soclalization has, we sald, a double result
(1) inculcation of political norms (political values, political

roles), and (2) development of a personality characteristic

viable within a given political system. The first point needs

little clarification. A political regime, to have a broad

popular support, must be "legitimate," i.e., accepted by the

mass and the elite. A free and democratlic regime, in order

to survive, requires political norms which put a considerable

value on freedom and democracy. A dictatorial regime can

be legitimate in the eyes of the majority of the people only

if the latter highly value obedience to the ruler and all forms

which obedience entails. In such countrlies as the United

States, violence-oriented, extremist political movements can

appeal only to a small minority. 1In the Soviet Unilon,

political stabillity has been possible because only a small

number of Russians question the leglitimacy of the Party and

the validity of Marxism-Leninism.

lSee Zevedel Barbi, "The Democratic Way of Life,"
gemoicgacy and Dictatorship (New York: Grove Press, 1956),
D. -25.
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As for the second point, some elaboration 1s needed. To

say that any political regime requires specific personality
characteristic among the mass and especially the elite, 1s not

to postulate a one-to-one relatlonship between personallty

characteristics and political regimes. We merely suggest

that some personality characteristics will be more sultable

to a given regime than others. A democratic regime calls for

willingness to compromlse, and abllity to tolerate ambiguity
as a necesslty for possible co-exlstence of a great diversity
of political ideoclogies; obviously, these same traits would
have low survival value in a soclety where the elite are

authoritarian, intolerant,and motivated by threat-orlented

attitudes toward soclal life. On the other hand, a dictatorial

political regime where the party's politlcal stand or the
leader's political opinion manifests political truth and law
would not last long if the great majority of the leading class

had strongly individualistic and self-actualizing drives.1

Zevedel Barbu summarizes the characteristics of the democratic

and totalitarian regimes in the following terms:

Thus, I have found that the processes of social and
cultural flexibility, of rationalization and of
minimization of power are characteristic of all demo-
cratic societies. The processes of soclal and
cultural rigidity, of the "emotionalization' or super-
rationalization of 1ife and that of the concentration
of power are, on the other hand, characteristic of all

modern totalitarian socileties.

lSee A. H. Moslow, Motivation :;and Personality (New York:
Harper & Brother, 1954), p. 350. (The 1deal political regime for
the Self-actualizing people, as described by Maslow is a free,

loving, almost anarchist one.)

2
Barbu, op. eit., p. 9.
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In each of these reglmes, he belleves, a certain personality

characteristic predominates.

Democracy 1is a way of life dominated by the feelings of
ease and naturalness which arose from a certall harmony
in the pattern of 1life. The Greek term eukosmia and
what the French mean by douceur de moeurs are adequate
expressions of this state 0f affairs. The totalitarian
way of life’ 1s, on the other hand, pervaded by extreme
emotions by the feelling of effort and rigidity, and

by the tension aroused by an ambivalent attitude--the
feeling of unlimited power alternates with the feeling
of lmportence, the feeling of insecurity i1s carefully
covered by an inflated sense of adventure, the fear of
chaos 1s strongly repressed by rigid organization.+

In short, 1t seems that certain personality varlables are

more appropriate to one political regime than to another.

To be sure, politics cannot be reduced to a simple function
of psychology: the relationships which I have postulated
between personality and political regime do not account for
all of the varlability in the characteristics of political
regimes (e.g., structural variables, such as the distribution
of personality types 1n various strata of socilety).

Human flexibility may be limited: nonetheless, in a
"proper setting" a democratic regime could still function
even though a majority of the population has authoritarian
personalities. Lipset argues that democracy 1s possible
eéven 1In cases where the majority of the population is

authoritarian.2

‘lIbid., pp. 9-10.
2Lipset, Political Man, op. cit., Ch. 4, pp. 97-130.
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A long tradition of democracy and a healthy economy
might reduce the personallty variable to secondary importance.
Thus, "desplte the profoundly anti-democratic tendencles in
lower-class groups, workers' political organizations and
movements 1in the more 1ndustrialized democratic countries
have supported both economic and political liberalism."
Lipset then analyzes several soclological and institutional
factors preventing the rise of extremism. These are (1)
democratic traditions, (2) the relative insignificance and
isolation of extremist movements, (3) a high level of
economic development, and (4) adherence to democratic norms
by the elite. Similarly, David Riesman points out the
importance of the institutions and the kind of leadership
in guaranteeing democracy and freedom.

If America 1s not fascist, for example, it is

not for want of sadlsts or authoritarians.

There are plenty of these to staff the more

benlghted jails, mental hospitals, or to compete

for the post of sheriff 1n many Southern communities;
it 1s the institutional and Jurisdical forms--and
their own limitations--that make 1t difficult for
these men to coalesce into a polltical movement.

To be sure, these protections for liberty would

collapse in the absenci of men of appropriate
character to run them.

That is what has occurred in underdeveloped countries--
the lack of democratic institutions, values, and leadership.
Lipset remarks that "in a country like Britain, where norms

of tolerance are well developed and widespread in every social

1
David Riesman, The Lonely Crowd (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1962), p. xxil.
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stratum, even the lowest class may be less authoritarian

and more 'sophisticated' than the most highly educated
stratum 1n an underdeveloped country, where immediate
problems and crises impinge on every class and short-

term solutions may be sought by all groups.“l Thus, in an
environment where soclological and institutlonal guarantees
of democracy are lacking, the personality variable becomes
one of the main factors influencing the course of change

in developing nations. A leader in a society where com-
promise means loss of face, or "to go to the people" implies
an indignity, would be more inclined to use non-democratic
practices 1in ruling his country, especially 1f he 1s an
authoritarian person. On the other hand, 1f the pblitical
regime had an elaborate mechanism of checks and balances as

in the United States,2

the rise of a dictator would be very
difficult indeed.

But in most underdeveloped countries where a system
of elaborate and effective pressure groups 1s non-existent,

and where the constitutional mechanism of checks and balances

has not yet been solidly established, the fate of democracy

and freedom depends on the predisposition of the ruling elite.

We may say without exageration that whether political change

1
Lipset, op. cit., p. 100.

2See, David Truman, The Governmental Process; Political
Interest and Publiec Opinion (New York: A. Knopf, 1951).
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will take the democratic direction or not depends on the kind

of political socialization received by the elite.

Political Change and Political
Soclalizatlion

As generally observed, the non-Western world has been
undergolng a drastic change. The impact of Western culture,
urbanization, industrialization etc. have disrupted the
rural, pre-bureaucratic, ascriptive, and hierarchical society.
Thls total disruption has occured in less than three decades.
The individual undergoing shock of change is found disoriented
in the new situation. He 1s not properly equipped to cope
with new problems which have avalanches upon him because of
sudden and brutal changes 1n which many centurlies are telescoped
Into a few decades. The rate of change 1is so fast that it
would be impossible for his soclalizing agents to anticipate
the changing world in which he 1s now living. The fact 1is
that he has not been socialized to live in his world, to
cope with his numerous problems; in his childhood and early
adulthool he was trained to live in the world of his parents,
and to cope with the problems usually faced by them before
the Western impact. That is:

1. The political values inculcated are those values
Sultable for a political life where individual rights were
unknown, and freedom unrealized. Whereas now, the rights and
freedoms to live, work, speak, and belleve have been talked

about, but rarely understood.
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2. The political role formerly learned 1s the one ap-
propriate for the kind of politilcal activities of the past,
i.e. political submission and domination. Whereas now demo-
cratic ideals, as widely spread in the East as in the West,
require active participation from the citizens. Yet "active

political participation" has been often understood as active

participation in cheering a leader or in rebelling against him.

3. The personality formed 1s one at home in the clcsed
and densely knit social system of thelr parents. While now
urbanization and industrialization atomize the social 1life,
the individual has been tralned to live in the kind of Durk-

nl

heimian "segmental soclety or to be "rooted in a structural-

ized whole."2

In this kind of society, the 1ndividual had no
freedom. "His individuality was nil," "hils personality
vanished," for there 1s no longer individual 1ife "but col-
lective life."3 In compensation of this lack of freedom and
individualism, he was "not alone and isolated."u . Can he now
stand the loneliness of urban 1ife? Can he overcome the
anxiety of being left to himself? Can he make his own deci-
sions in mass society? The answer must be negative if he has

not been prepared for self-determination, individualism, and

self-reliance.

lEmile Durkheim, The Division of Labor in Society trans-
lated by George Simpson (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press
1960), pp. 138-141.

2

Fromm, Escape from Freedom, op. clt., pp. 41-43,

3Durkheim, op. cit., p. 130.

YFromm, Escape from Freedom, op. cit., pp. 41.
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Thus, whether the transitional period becomes less
bloody, less painful or not depends on how the individual
adjusts himself to the new situation. On the one hand, the
greater the gap between the traditional and the transitional
society the more difficult 1s the adjJustment. On the other
hand, the more he 1s socialized into the traditional system,
the more painful 1s the transition. In short, if the accepted
traditional values cannot be changed, and personality needs
which had been developed in accordance with the socilal
demands of pre-transitional system cannot be satisfied, the
cost of change will be very conslderable. Generally the
end result will be a relapse into a traditional way of 1life

more or less modified to meet the new situation.

Research Design and Hypotheses

Research Design

This research focuses on the study of the relationship
between political socialization and some of the problems of
adjustment in a non-Communist country which is trying to
democratize its political regime and modernize 1its economic
system. It has been assumed that the existence of these prob-
lems is due to the sudden and abrupt nature of the change.

The individual is not socialized adequately to face these
Problems. He has been socialized to live in the society of

his Parents, trained to accept their ethical system.
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as the fundamental premise of 1life, their scale

of values as his guiding principle, and thelr personality
characterlstics as his motivational force. Yet, these systems
of ethics, norms, and needs which were convenient instruments
for his parents to deal with the problems of their age are

of 1ittle use to the individual facing the problems of socio-
political change. These problems, which remalin unsolved 1in
most underdeveloped countries,are considered for the simpli-
city of analysls, as formlng the "underdevelopment syndrome."
The main socio-spychological tralts of this syndrome, which
have been selected for study, are: (1) anti<democratic
tendency, (2) nationalism, (3) lack of entrepreneurial spirit.
These traits are rooted partially in the traditional value
system, partially in the personality needs of the individual,
and partially in his present socio-economic environment. Our
task is to investigate how much each of these independent
variables 1s responsible for the three above-listed traits
which comprise the underdevelopment syndrome.

One further point needs to be made concerning the
congruence of soclal norms and personality. I have postulated
separate effects of personality needs and of the traditional
value system on the process of political change; this is
consistent with the assumption, at the beginning, that
socialization results both in inculcation of values and in
personality development. But the congruence between social

norms and personality type 1s not necessarlly complete. An
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individual 1living in an authoritarian culture might accept
authoritarian norms without necessarily becoming an authori-
tarian person. He accepts them for practical reasons, e.g.,
group pressure, unavallability of alternatives, etc.l Con-
versely, a person being authoritarian as a result of sociall-
zation an authoritarian culture might not accept authoritarian
traditional norms of that culture. For example a Chlnese
boy taught to obey and respect hls parents blindly, later may
become a fanatlic Communist who does not hesitate to denounce
the oppressive character of the traditional family system of
his country. Socialized to be an authoritarian, he rejects
his traditional cultural system to join another authoritarian
system--the Communist Party--which alms at nothing but the
overthrow of the traditional way of life.2
The first case 1s the case of an "only normatively
socialized" individual. The second case is that of an "only
psychologically socialized" individual. These two individuals
obviously may have different predisposition toward political
change. Thus we will differentliate between acceptance of the
norms of traditional authoritarian culture on the one hand,
and authoritarianism of the individual personality on the

other. The double effects of socialization can then be

1Gordon W. Allport has observed prejudice may be orig-
Inated from the socio-cultural environment rather than simply
caused by psychological factors. See The Nature of Prejudice
(Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1958),
Pp. 215-322.

2See Frank Robertson, "Famlly Affections Draw Peking
Scorn," Christian Science Monitor (September 15, 1960).
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evaluated 1n terms of thelr relative strength, that is,
whether the problems of change are due more to personality
formation or norm acceptance.

This conceptual dichotomlzation for the purpose of
analysls 1s somewhat 1in congruence with the general theory
of action proposed by Parsons and Shils. These authors
postulate that human action can be examined as part of three
systems: personality, social and cultural. Thils systemic
distinection has only a heuristic purpose. In practice, it
1s difficult to separate them. Yet, they argue that tﬁese
three systems, even though intimately interrelated, "are
neither identical with one another nor explicable by one

another."1

If human behavior can be analytically viewed as
part of these three distinct systems of action, socializa-
tion can understandably be related to this Parsonian tri-
systemic frame of reference. For instance, "psychological
soclalization" can be viewed as the introduction of the child
into a "personality system." '"Normative soclialization"
results in his internalization of a normative system. And
"role socialization" leads the child into a "social system."
Thus a successful socialization means the development of a
personality which is close to the "modal personality," the

conformity to the existing cultural norms, and the acceptance

of a role appropriate to the group.

1Talcott Parsons and Edward Shlls, Toward a General
Theory of Action (New York: Harper and Row, 1962), p. 7.
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In thls study, I have only made a distinction between
"normative socialization," and "psychological socialization."”
The first corresponds to the soclo-cultural system, the
second to the personality system. The assumption under-
lying this distinction 1s that the personality system and
the soclo-cultural system do not necessarily fit with each
other. More specifically the acceptance of an authoritarian
normative system does not lead, in every case, to the
development of an authoritarian personality, nor 1s the
acceptance of a democratlic normative system necessarily con-
duclve to the development of a democratic personality. The
most obvious evidence of this point 1s that in any authori-
tarian culture there exist a number of open-minded people;
and vice versa, 1n any non-authoritarian culture, there
exlst a number of authoritarian individuals.

In summary, the three socio-psychological traits of
the underdevelopment syndrome selected for study are:
democratic tendency, nationallism, and lack of entrepreneurial
spirit. They are hypothesized to result from political
socialization.

The following diagram respresents schematically the
overall relationships between political sociallzation and
soclo-political attitudes among a group of students in a
transitional society. Only some of the relationships in the

lower part of the diagram will be investigated in this study.
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In this research, I propose to deal with the relation-
ships between the socialization variables and the soclo-
political attitudes, i.e., RO, Rl, R2, R3. These relation-
ships are to be put in the form of experimental hypothéses
for testing while relationships rl, r2, r3, ri4, r5, ré6 are
postulated relationships, mentioned only in order to sltuate
the research in a more general framework.

Translated into operational terms, the above research
framework can be formulated into the form of two general
hypotheses:

General Hypothesls I: Those who are oversoclalized into
the traditional culture as compared to those who are
less socialized into that culture tend to have socio-
political attitudes related to the underdevelopment

syndrome, that 1s, they tend (1) to be more anti-
democratic, (2) to be more nationalist, (3) to lack

entrepreneurial spirit.

General Hypothesis II: There are differences 1in socio-
political attitudes between those who are normatively
socialized and those who are psychologically socialized
into the traditional culture.

Research Setting

The country selected for this study 1s Vietnam where
Confucianism as the traditional way of life for the Buddhists
as well as the Catholics still predomlnates. The authori-
tarian character of that culture is one of the main reasons
for i1ts being selected. The authoritarian elements of the
Confucian culture will be analyzed later. For the time being,

1t 1s sufficient to say ' that "the authoritarian tradition"
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is "the most glaring of the weakness of Chinese [l1.e., Con-
fuecian] civilization."l The only characteristic taken into
consideration in thils research is authoritarlanism. As the
other independent variable--traditional norms--only authori-
tarian norms are selected for study. A further reason for
choosing Vietnam 1s that it 1s a transitional country where
the difficulties of change seem to reach a maximal proportion.

The groups of respondents selected for this study will
consist of young people who are likely to assume leadership
positions sooner or later. Thils research strategy 1s adopted
in fact by practical necessity. But 1t also reflects Lipset's
thesls that whether a democratic regime 1s workable or not
depends on the attitudes of the elite. Our attention 1s con-
sequently focused only on the Vietnamese elite. In Vietnanm,
as iIn any Confuclan soclety, the intellectuals2 have been
accepted indisputably as the elite of the country. Among
them, we must count the students. As Shils has cogently put
it:

No consideration of the intellectual class in under-

developed countries can disregard the university
students. In advanced countries students are not

lVera M. Dean, The Nature of the Non-Western World,
op. cit., p. 98. See also, Paul Giran, Psychologle du Peuple
Annamite (Paris: Ernest Leroux, 1904), especially pages 27-28,
0, 84, 167-168, ff.

2Shils, "The Intellectuals in the Political Develop-
ment of the New States," op. cit., pp. 329-368.
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regarded as ex officio intellectuals; in underdeveloped
countries, they are . . . [and that status,is conferred]
derivatively on secondary-school students.
Thus in this study, our concern is limited to "ex officio
intellectuals"--that is high school and college students.
There 1s another more practlcal reason for focusing
the investlgation on students. If all the problems of
change are found in Vietnam, the task of studying them is
not an easy one. The Vietnamese people have been undergoing
oppression, war, and dictatorships for years. Thelr main
and only concern 1s to survive frequent and violent political
upheavals. Understandably, they are not well-dlsposed to
answer the questions of a stranger who might be a member of
a Vietcong assassination committee or of the government
secret police. In thils struggle for self-preservation, the
best method is to keep one's socio-political thoughts to
oneself, and when forced to speak, to speak in the way wanted
by the questioner. This predisposition toward suspicion
among respondents 1s the greatest barrler to any survey
researcher, especlally in a country where opinlon polling is
unknown. This problem reduces reliabllity by introducing
another type of error which 1s difficult to control. One
way to overcome it is to make the respondents understand
the true intention of the researcher and his sincere desire
for truth for science's sake. Unfortunately, most of the

Vietnamese people who have never been in a school higher

Ibid., p. 336.
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than the third grade cannot understand this position of the
researcher. We mlght conclude, then, that the more illiterate

a sample in a war-ridden country, the less reliable are the
findings. Consequently to reduce this "suspicion error" to

a minimum level, survey research Was limited to high school and
college students assumed to be more receptive to the notion

of sclentific study.

In actual practice, even among students familiar with
scientific research, susplcion still persisted. Some students
categorically refused to answer any question. Others eXxpressed
their "indifferent" attlitudes by systematically checking all
alternative answers to every question. Still others only an-
swered those questions which they consldered "politically
neutral." This uncooperative attitude existed not only among
high school students, but also among college students in Saigon,
and even among Vietnamese college students in America.

This atmosphere of suspicion reached its climax when
immediately after the coup d'etat of 1963; a questionnaire
with a scale measuring political extremism was sent to Cantho
for the high school students to answer. The majority refused
to answer inspite of strong insistence of the part of their
teacher whom they knew and trusted. After fifteen minutes
of explaining the purpose of the research and begging for
their cooperation the teacher succeeded in getting about half
of the respondents to fi1ll out the questionnaire. But the

next day someone reported the incldent to the police and spread



.
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a rumor around the school that their teacher was a CIA agent,
a Vietcong who was trying to create disunity, a Diemist who
wanted to overthrow the revolutlonary regime (even though

she is a well-known Buddhist) etc. The immediate consequence
of this incident was that she was summoned to the police
station for questlioning which lasted for a whole day. When
found innocent, she was released. But from that day on she
has lost the confidence of her collegues and her students
because she had been a pollitical suspect. The reéponse
sheets sent by her through the post office were 1lnexplicably
"lost" on the way to America.

Because of this general atmosphere of distrust coupled
with limited financial resource, random sampling seemed to
be out of the question. A subject would have been teribly
frightened had he been selected from among his classmates
for "questioning." Even with these limitations, the present
ﬁrgency of the problems of change justifles some exploratory
research rather than none. Thus the way respondents are
selected in thils study 1s dictated more by practical
necessity than by statistical requirements.

Three different groups of respondents were avallable,.
The first and also the main one, consists of senior students
of a high school where my wife is an English teacher. The sec-
ond other group is one of students of the Faculty of Pedagogy
(sections: English, French, and Sino-Vietnamese language

and civilization) and students of the National Administration

——— ——— . .
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Institute whose teachers helped me to administer the guestion-
naire. With their teachers as the "questioners" I hoped
for some success in reducing the atmosphere os suspicilon.
The last group consists of students in America who partici-
pated In a summer camp in Chicago, and who attended a Christmas
party in Washington D. C. Evidently thils group does not
represent the Vlietnamese students 1in America. In order to
check for sampling bias, I sent out one hundred Questionnaires
to a sample of students 1n America selected randomly from
the Vietnamese Students Directory, which lists the addresses
of all students in America. Unfortunately no one answered
my questionnaire. This uncooperativeness could be due to
susplecion, lazlness, or simply the respondents' lack of time.
It might reflect a general individualistic attitude commonly
found among the Vietnamese people. At any rate, it represents
another serious obstacle for any survey researcher.

The group of respondents finally obtained are categorized
as follows:

Cantho High School students:

1. 201 subjects participated 1n the first adminis-
tration of the paper-and-pencll questlonnaire.

2. 156 subjects participated in the second adminis-
tration of the paper-and-pencll questionnaire.

3. 131 subjects participated in both the first and
second administrations of the paper-and-pencil
questionnaire.

4, 6 subjects are eliminated because of their
unintelligible answers (Checking all alternative

answers to each question).
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Saigon Unlverslty students:

1. 23 subJects from the second year class of the
National Institute of Administration.

2. 61 subjects from the first year of the
National Institute of Administration.

3. 29 subjects from the first year class of the
Sino-Vietnamese Language and Thought Section
of the Faculty of Pedagogy.

4, 26 students from the first year class of the
Anglo-American Language and Thought Section
of the Faculty of Pedagogy

5. 64 students from the second year class of the
Anglo-American Language and Thought Section
of the Faculty of Pedagogy.

6. 29 students from the first year class of the
French Language and Thought Section of the
Faculty of Pedagogy.

Vietnamese exchange students 1n America

1. 8 subjects from a Christmas party in Washington

2. 56 subJects from a summer camp meetling in
Chicago.

It is frequently found that a subject skipped one or
two questions in the written questionnaire. The following
approximating method is used to fill these blanks. When
the omitted question 1s part of a scale, the response to this
question 1s assumed to be equal to the average of the
individual's scores on all scale items to which he responded.
If the omitted question 1s blographic, the answer to this
question 1s considered as approximately similar to the modal
score. Because of these multiple methodological shortcomings,

caution must be exercised in interpreting the findings to be

Presented.
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Summary

In thils introductory chapter we have considered the
state of underdevelopment as a result of closely related
factors which constitute "the syndrome of underdevelopment."
Different approaches stressing the importance of one of
these factors have been presented, namely the economic approach,
the socio-economic approach, the historical approach, the
soclo-psychological approach, and finally the soclolization
approach to be used in this research. This last approach
assumes that political attitudes are the result of political
socialization which has only normative effects, only
psychological effects, or both types of effects. Three
important problems constantly faced by most of underdeveloped
countries are selected for research: anti-democratic
tendency, nationalism, and lack of entrepreneurial spirit.

It has been hypothesized that these underdevelopment problems
are the consequence of a traditional soclalizatlon.

Vietnamese students are selected as subjects in this
study.

Before testing the hypotheses, Confucianism and Taolsm

in Chapter II will be discussed as constituting an authoritarian

system, thus lending some plausibility to the postulate that

Vietnamese culture has strong authoritarian features. This 1s,

as a matter of fact, the logical point of departure for a

"socialization approach." In the three following chapters, anti-

democratic tendency, nationallsm, and mandarinism shall be dis-

cussed as well as different scales and data presented.






CHAPTER II
THE TRADITIONAL BACKGROUND

Every minute, hundreds of thousands of people dile
all over the world. The life or death of a hundred,
a thousand, or of tens of thousands of human beings,
even 1f they are our own compatriots, represents
really very little

Vo Nguyen Giapl

Heaven-and-Earth 1s not sentimental;

It treats all things as straw-dogs.

The Sage 1s not sentimental;

He treats all hls people as straw-dogs."

Lao Tzu2

You are the wind; the common people are the
grass. For it 1is the nature of grass to
bend when the wind blows upon it.

3

Confucius

Introduction

At the beginning of the twentieth century a French
colonial administrator depicted the Vietnamese national

character in the following terms:

(L'Annamite est] pacifique, laborieux, frugal, intelligent,
prudent, n'abandonnant rient au hasard, 1lmitateur,
conservateur, mais sans initiative. Attache' & la terre

et au sol natal, 11 aurait des courtes vues, un besoin

lQuoted by Bernard B. Fall, "Vo Nguyen Giap, man and
myth," in Vo Nguyen Giap, People's War, People's Army; The
Vietcong Insurrection Manual for Underdeveloped Countries (New
York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1962), p. xxxvii.

2Lao Tzu, Tao Teh Ching, ch. 5. transl, John C. H. Wu,
(New York: St. John's University Press, 1961).

3'I‘he Book of History, Book V, Ch.xxi, sec. 4.
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d'uniformité, un esprit de routine qui le rend rebelle
au progrés. Facile & diriger, aimant meme & se laisser
gouverner, de volonté peu énergique, 11 seralt doué de
l'esprit de troupeau, de l'esprit "grégaire" . . . Il
faut. . . signaler encoure leur deéfaut d'impressionabilite
quil les [Annamites] rend apathiques, insensibles & la
douleur, durs au mal jusqu'au stoicism, mails aussi
parfols 1mpltoyables jusqu'& la cruauté. Flégmatiques,
pek nerveux, 11ls sont capables de commettre froidement
les plres atrocités. Mais nous devons 1nsister princlpalement
sur la médlocrité de leur intelligence essentiellement
pratique, terre & terre, susceptible seulement d'un
developpment borne. Chez euz, l'lmagination est demeure
stérile; . . . d'une maniérre générale, tous les
sentiments chez 1'Annamite sont margué au coin du plus,
pur égoisme. Polnt d'élans généreux, d'expansive bonté;
le coeur se replie sur lul-méme, se désséche, s'atrophie

. . Dans l'art Annamite, littéraire ou plastique, 11

n'y a pas de milieu entre le reéalisme grossier et le
plus fol 1déalisme.

If in this crude sketch of the Vietnamese character we leave

out the unfortunate value-laden expressions and some ethnocentric
exaggerations, we have a more or less accurate presentation of

a people exhibiting the entire range of authoritarian traits in
the modern sense of the word: lack of initiative and imagination,
a predisposition toward imitation rather than creativity, the

fear of novelty, the preference for uniformity and routine, the
need to be led rather than to be self-rellant and independent,

a conservative predisposition (either looking to past history

or the teachings of past theoreticlans for answers), practical
value orientation rather than theoretical value orientation,

the fear of ambiguity, and anomic tendencies (selfishness,

cruelty, lack of empa‘chy).2

1Paul Giran, Psychologie du peuple Annamite (Paris:
Ernest Leroux, 1904), pp. 27, 28, 6. 121.

A number of researches have been done to demonstrate
the relationship between these above-mentioned tralts and
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What causes these authoritarian characteristics? Giran,

following Montesquieu's ideas belleved that they are partly
generated by general poverty and a hot climate.l About thirty
years later another anthropologist studying the Annamite

clvilization found the same personality tralts and offered

the same causal interpretation. She wrote,
Geographical and historical
the two major influences on

climate exhausts the nerves and stlmulates the circula-
tion of blocd. . The Tonkinese [i1.e. North Vietnamese],
thanks to thelr invigorating climate,show more energy

and initlative than the other Annamites. The Annamite
nervous system 1s certalnly less sensitive than that

of Occidentals. . . This apathy, insensitivity, and

placidity are certainly fogced on them by the climate
and under-nourlshment.

factors have been, as always,
native character. The

authoritarianism. See for instance, Erich Fromm, Escape from
Freedom (New York, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1961) €hapter

V, pp. 132-206; Marshall B. Jones, "Authoritarianism and In-
tolerance of Fluctuation," Journal of Abnormal and Social
Psychology, Vol. L (1955), pp. 125-126 Patricia O'Connor,
'Ethnocentrisms ,Intolerance of Ambigulty and Abstract Reasoning
Abllity," Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology Vol.
XXXXVII (1952), pp. 526-530; Milton Rokeach, The Open and
Closed Mind, op. cit., and "Prejudice, Concreteness of Thinking
and Reification of Thinking," Journal of Abnormal and Social
Psychology Vol. XXXXVI (1951) pp. 83-91; Elizabeth G. French

and Raymond R.Ernest, "The Relatlon Between Authoritarianism
and Acceptance of Military Ideology," Journal of Personality,
Vol. XXIV, 1955, pp. 181-191; Ray R. Canning and James M.

Bakes, "Effect of the Group on Authoritarian and Non-Authori-
tarian Persons," American Journal of Sociology, Vol. LXIV (1959),
pPp. 579-581; Leo Srole, "Social Integration and Certain
Cololaries: an Exploratory Study," American Sociological

Review, Vol 21 (1956), pp. 709-716; E. L. MecDill, MAnomie, Author-
itarianism, BPrejudice and Socio-Economic Status:

An Attempt at
Clarification," Social Forces, Vol. 39 (1961), pp. 239-245, '
H. H. Roberts and M. Rokeach, "Anomie, Authoritarianism, and

Prejudice: A Replication," American Journal of Sociology, Vol.

61 (1954), pp. 355-358.

Pau Giran, OEO Cit., pc 250

Virginia Thompson, French Indochina, (London: George
Allen & Unwin Ltd, 1937), p. U3.
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Or

A more subtle effect of the climate upon Annamite
psychology 1s thelr inabllity to receive sharp clear-
cut impressions. Perhaps 1t is the brilllant sunshine
that has weakened thelr sensory reactions along with
their will power. The Annamite dreams 1in a perpetual
melancho}y reverie uncontrolled by any critical
faculty.

The same author then concluded 1n the same line:
Thelr unequal, life-long struggle with a violent
nature, destructive diseases, and an autocratic
theocracy, has created an apparent acceptance of
superlor force which covers a perpetual 1lnward
rebellion. . . Death 1s a release and a repose which
is accepted with indifference, where there 1s no
escape, and with contemgt because 1t 1s the supreme

manifestation of force.

Climatologlical interpretations such as those by Giran
and Thompson are so obviously contradicted by many known facts
that no modern writers judge them worthy of serlous considera-
tlon. Cultural traditions have, no doubt, more far-reaching
impacts on human character.

In the following, I propose to examine the ethical
foundation of Vietnamese culture which, I believe, is one
of the forces which molds Vietnamese modal personality and
serves as guldeline for political action. Thils ethical

foundation 1s the product of a limited Chinese influence

which mainly consists of Confucianist and Taoist teachings.3

l1pia., p. 4.

2Tpid., p. 45.

3As for Buddhism, the Questlon whether 1t came from
China or directly from India cannot be answered. See Vu Van
Mau Dan Luat Khal Luan (Sailgon: Vietnam Dal-Hoc Vien, 1957),
pp. 178-181.
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Confuclanism and Taolsm, the two pillars of the cultural
heritage of Vietnam, strongly shape the world view of the
Vietnamese. The striking characteristic common to both
schools 1s thelr strong emphasis on harmony. The cosmos
visualized by both of them 1s a monistic entity whose funda-
mental principle 1s fatalistic submission to Tao, the Law of
Nature. Man 1s not the center of the world or the image of
God as commonly believed in Greco-Roman and Judeo-Christian
traditions. He 1s only a part of the Cosmic Machine. To-
use Kluckhorn and Strodtbeck's terms, in the West the man-
nature value orlientation is "Mastery-over-Nature." 1In
Vietnam, the man-nature value orientation varies from "Harmony-
with Nature" (Confucianism) to "Subjugation~to-Nature"
(Taoism).® By virtue of this monistic conception of nature,
the Confuciatist and Taoist world view oversimplifies the
complexities of social 1life, and puts human behavior 1n a
normative strait-jacket.

The philosophical reactions to this highly structured
system are various. Confucianism preaches ritualistic con-
formity to an elaborate system of moral codes which become
the 1life standard. Taolsm preaches, on the other hand,
retreatistic conformity to Nature. Even though the two philo-
sophles are totally different in content, they have several

important points in common (which is why a Vietnamese can be

1Florence R. Kluckhohn and Fred L. Strodtbeck, Varia-
tions in Value Orientations (Evanston, Illinois; Row,
Peterson and Company, 1961), pp. 1-75.
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a Taoist and a Confucianist at the same time). Both rigidify
thelr positlions to the extreme by stressing strict harmony
and intoleration of deviation. Both reject the bellef that
the individual left to himself can find his own way without
heedlng an outside standard for his life conduct. The
importance of these points of similarity i1s that the world«
view of a Vietnamese 1s colored chiefly by this traditional
fear of conflict and by intolerance of deviation rather than
by the concrete teachings of Confucius and Lao-tse. In
order to understand the ethical background of the sociali-
zatlon process of the Vietnamese students, we will examine
the general lines of Confucianism and Taoism and their
influences on the habit of thinking of the Vietnamese people;
fear of conflict and intolerance of differences have thus an
origin in the ethical traditions of the country.

We will examine successively:

1. First, the limited character of the Chinese influence
and the consequent monopolization of the Vietnamese mind by
Confuclanism and Taoism.

2. Secondly, harmony as the 1life ideal:

a. the extreme concern for harmony in both
ethical systems, Confuclanism and Taolsm.

b. some behavioral evidences of a harmony-
oriented soclalizatlon.

3. Thirdly, the Confuclanist moral prescriptions:

a. a hilerarchical and authoritarian system.
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b. ritualistic and formalistic codes of conduct
for 1living in harmony in the hierarchical
and authoritarian system.

¢. authoritarian socialization and 1its
consequences.

4. And, fourthly, the Taoist moral prescriptions:

a. pessimism, and retreatistic withdrawal from
soclal life.

b. Taolsm interpreted as reaction against Con-
fucianism.

Chinese Influence

Vietnam 1s a Southern neighbor of the Chinese gilant.
This geographical proximity, plus the great differences in
slze, population, and military power, has reduced Vietnam
into "un prolongement de la Chine."l & Vietnamese scholar
has noticed that "elle [China] fut pour les Annamites la
source de toute culture et de toute civilization."2 In
another essay, he writes: "L'Annam, poursult-on, n'a jamais
€té qu'un éleéve de la Chine. En art, en littérature, en
religion, en philosophie, 11 n'a jamals vécu que sur un fonds
de concepts et"d'idés qul dérivent en droite ligne de la
Chine."3 A French professor has also the same opinion on

the moulding force of the Vietnamese culture:

1Pham Quynh, Essays Franco Annamites (Hue, Bui Huy,
1937), p. 160.

2Pham Quynh, La Poesie Annamite (Hanol: Dong Kinh,
1931), p. 65.

3

Quynh, Essays Franco. . ., op. cit., pp. 198-199.
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Tandls que les autres nations de l1l'Indochine availent
bénéficié surtout de 1l'Inde, ils [the Vietnamese]
étalent restés fidéles & la tradition de la Chine

qui, de 1l'an 111 avant Jésus-Christ & l'an 939 aprés
Jésue-Christ, les avalt gouvernés. Ce grand empire
n'tavalt Jamals réussi cependant & leur faire perdre
leur nationalité, l'une des plus vigoureuses du

monde asiatique, et il n'auralt pu transformer
1'Annam trop eloigné du centre & cette époque reculée,
en une terre de colonlsatlion, mals il 1liu transmit sa

civilization, sa technique rurale, son art, sa 1
religion et presque tous les mots abstraits de sa langue.

The Chinese influence on the formation of the Vietnamese

culture thus seems to be conslderable. Yet, it would be an

overgeneralizationto say that Vietnamese culture 1s an
exact photocopy of the Chlnese culture. The flow of Chinese
ldeas into Vietnam has never been regular and smooth. It
reached 1ts maximum during the Chilnese rule with such a
Chinese Governor as Ma-Vien with hils brutal policy of cultural
assimilation. But during the independence period, the extent

of Chinese influence was limited and rather selective. For
Instance, under the Ly dynasty (1010-1225), Confucian education
had not yet been developed, and Buddhism was the state religion,
while the Chinese Confuclian teachings were not very signifi-
cant. On the contrary, under the Le dynasty, order and

prosperity permitted full development of educational institu-

tions after the Chinese model, hence the spread of Chinese

lHenri Bernard-Maltre, Pour la Comprehension de 1'Indochine
et de 1'Occident (Paris: Cathasia, 1950), p. 24.
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i{nfluence which later reached the maximum level under the

Nguyen dynasty.l On the other hand, the borrowlng was rather

selective by intention or accident. First, significant
Chinese influences reached Vietnam only after the Confucilanist
school had been completely victorious over other schools of

thought, and Taoism had been widely accepted and integrated

into the Confuclan system. Therefore, the Vietnamese have

never had a chance to get acquainted directly with such

philosophies as Yangtze's individualism, Micius's utilitarianism

Chuangtze's relativism and scepticism, and (fortunately?)

Han Fei-tze's state totalitarianism. The greatest disadvantage

caused by the intellectual monopoly of Confuclanism and

Taoism imposed on, and imported into, Vietnam 1s that the

Vietnamese people have never had an opportunity to experience

the cultural pluralism of the "Hundred Philosophers" period
as the Chinese did before the ultimate victory of the Confucilan

school. Secondly, even though there have existed a number of

Confucianist "shadings," only few of them succeeded 1n filtering

through the Sino-Vietnamese border to become the maln authorities
of Confuclanism, the only voices of Truth. Consequently, the

Vietnamese thought pattern became more one-slded, and more

limited. All Confuclanist instruction seemed to conslst of

1One of the best ways to estimate the degree of Chinese
influence in Vietnamese culture 1is to compare the Vietnamese
laws 1ssued under different dynasties with the Chlnese counter-
parts since under the ancient regime all customs and moral
prescriptions were codified In law books. See, Vu van Mau,

Dan Luat Khai Luan, op. cit., pp. 166-256.
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"les quartre livres classiques, les cing canoniques et le

Tinh-ly dai-toan."l This kind of closed system of education
had a double effect. On the one hand, the world view of the
educated man was certainly much restricted. Pham-Quynh, a
learned scholar, well-versed 1n Western as well as Eastern
philosophies (and unfortunately a victim of l1lgnorance and

fanaticism) has eloquently deplored the limited intellectual

horizon found in the Vlietnamese heritage.

Ltécole de Wang Yang-Minh (en Annamite Vuong Duong-Minh),
philosophe du XV€ siecle qui enseignalt la théorie de
1'1dentité de la connalssance et de l'acte, et qui a
exercé une influence si profonde au Japon, étalt
complétement inconnue en Annam jusqu'd ces dernlers

temps. . Regrettons que Vuong Duong-Minh n'alt pas eu
d'influence chez nous, pas plus qu'en Chine d'allleurs, et
que le confuclanism n'ait €té representé Jusqu'lcl que

par la seule école de Tchou Hi, plus experte a former

des érudits et des fonctionnalres que des samourals et

des artistes.

On the other hand, if a person 1s convinced that what

he learns is the Truth and the only Truth, since there 1s no

other school to make him doubt what he has learned; and

1"The Four Classics, the Five Canonical Books, and the
Tinh-1ly Dai-toan," Henri Bernard-Maltre, Pour la Comprehen-
sion de 1'Indochine et de 1'Occident, op. cit., p. 44; The
five Canonical Books are: the Books of Rites, the Book of
Change, the Books of Odes, the Book of History, the Spring and
Autumn; The Four Classics are: the Analects, the Doctrine of
of the Mean, the Great Learning, the Works of Mencius. The
Tinh-11 Dal-toan 1s a book recording the teachings by Chu Hsi,
a Confucianist of the 12th century; These works were introduced
to Vietnam by order of the Chinese governor durlng a short
occupation of Vietnam in the 15th century. See Plerre Huard
and Maurice Durand, Connaissance du Vietnam, (Paris: Impri-

merie Nationale, 195%), p. O4.

2Pham—Quynh, Essals Franco-Annamites, op. cit., pp. 612,

279.
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especlally when he studies without a sense critique, then
it 1s not difficult for him to assume an attitude of self-

importance. This effect of the Vietnamese traditional system

of education has been aptly analyzed by another philosopher,

Tran Trong Kim as follows:

The students were only concerned in memorizing the
Chinese Classics 1in order to pass the literati exams
and become mandarins. . . The mandarin training
being totally based on Chlnese literature and poetry,
they were used to judging people on the basis of

thelr knowledge of the Four Classics and the Five

Canonical Books. Those who achieved some mastery

of these matters thought they were superior to others

and qualified to rule people. Completely unaware of

reality, they were proud and arrogant, considering 1

all other people as dirt and themselves as gods. . .
Thus the Chinese influence in Vietnamese civilization is
considerable not only due to the 1deas imported but also
the amount of 1deas imported, and the way these 1deas are
imprinted upon the Vietnamese mind. Interestingly enough,

there is some relationship between the doctrine to be
communicated and the method of indoctrination. If the
doctrine constitutes an authoritarian system of thought,
the method 1s based on blind rellance upon authority. The
system of thought introduced into Vietnam is one which

breeds intolerance of diversity, rigidity in thinking, and

absolutism in action. In theory, it lauds harmony; in

practlce it prescribes submissiveness. In short, it 1s a

Paradoxical amalgamation of Confucianism and Taolsm. The

1‘I'aan Trong Kim, Vietnam Su Luoc, (Saigon: Tau Viet,
1958) sp. ll
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former teaches order and hierarchy, the latter urges anarchy
and unconventionalism. Yet both teach complete submergence
of the self, elther into society or into nature. Both lead
at best, to absolutist paternalism, at worst, to brutal
despotism. To understand these two religions or philosophies
of lif‘e,1 and to facilitate our comparative analysis, we

shall examine first thelr fundamental metaphysical

assumptions about the life-ideal, and secondly the prescribed

ways to realize that life-ideal.

Traditional World View: Harmony
as the Life-Ideal

The most striking characteristic of the Vietnamese and

Chinese cultures 1s the strong emphasls on harmony as an

ldeal way of 1ife. If we look closely at the foundation of

thelr belief system related to the formation and mechanism
of the cosmos we can understand somewhat thelr unconscious
urge for harmony and unlty rather than competitlon and
diversity. Taoism and Confucianism, although apparently
contradictory "systeémes philosophiques' metaphysical assump-

tions built upon the same metaphysical assumptions. Both

lLeOpold Cadlere after attackling the position that
believes Confucianism and Taoism to be two religions, points
SUt that they are not "des religlons a proprement parler" but
systemes philosophiques." See Croyances et Pratiques Religieuses
des Vietnamiens (Saigon: Imprimerie Nouvelle d'Extreme Orient,
1958), pp. 26-29. I believe that his position 1s not more
ctorrect than the one he disagrees with. The problem with both
sldes is that they use the Occidental habit of thought to analyze
the Oriental belief system. In the West the distinction between

religion and philosophy, theology and sclence 1s taken for
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believe that the cosmic mechanism 1s operated by two opposite

forces always in harmony. Both believe that the good 1s to

attain a perfect harmony with nature called tao.

Tao (or The Way)

According to the Confuclan Book of Change, one of the

Classics, at first there 1s but one "Grand Terminus" (or Tai

chl sometimes translated as the "Great Ultimate") which 1is

the origin of all creations. Before the process of self genera-

tion of the Great Terminus (also called g;) there was nothing.
"In the Yi there is no thought, no action. It 1s 1tself still
and calm."l The Grand Ultimate is, then, aroused and generates
two different elementary forces, a male, or yang and a female,
or yin (Book of Change, book 1, ch v).

The qualities of the
male force are activity, inflexibility, hardness, and firmness.

The quality of the female force, or yin, are inactivity, flexi-
bility, softness, and gentleness. These two forces through
constant and harmonious interaction create movements from

which springs life and a great variety of belngs through different-

lation and multiplication. To quote again from the Book of

Change (Book of Change, "The Great Appendix," sec

I, ch. 2):

granted. In the East, it is believed that rellgion and
philosophy are but two aspects of one problem. Religion is
philosophy, science 1s theology. They are fused to each other.

It 1s thus irrelevant to try to label Confuclanism and
Taoism as religions or philosophies. See discusslon of this
East-West difference later.

Book of Change, Section I, Chapter 10.
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Therefore in the system of Change there is the Great
Ultimate. It generates the Two Modes (yln and yang)

The Two Modes generate the Four Forms (major and
minor yin and yang).

The Four Forms generate the
Eight Trigrams. The Eight Trigrams determine good
and evil fortunes.

These eight trigrams, further created sixty-four sexagrams.

These sixty-four sexagrams are multiplied further into three

hundred and elghty-four figures, and so on indefinitely
(Book of Change, sec.

I, ch. 9). Thus the whole universe is

generated by the yin and the yang.

Yin and yang are found
in everything.

For example, yang is found in Heaven, man,
day, heat, life etec.

Yin is found in Earth, woman, night,
cold, death, etc.1

The principle of the harmonious inter-
action and self-generation of yin and yang is the right

principle, or usually called the Right way, or the Way of

Heaven, or simply the Way or Tao (Chinese term) or Dao
(Vietnamese term).

This cosmology 1s also found in Taolsm. However, the

Taoist explanation of the unlverse has greater mystic over-

tones and thus becomes less understandable. Before the

creation of Heaven and Earth, according to Taolsm, there is

Tao which 1s a principle as void as the Confucian Yi. Lao
Tzu describes this first stage of the universal evolution in

these mysterious words:

1

In the Vietnamese language col am (the Yin World)

designates the world of the dead, and col duong (the Yang
World the world of the living.

(Am is the Vietnamese term
for yin and duong for yang).
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There was Something undefined and yet complete in itself,
Born before Heaven-and-Earth.

Silent and boundless,
Standing alone without change,
Yet pervading all without fail,

It may be regarded as the Mother of the World.
I do not know 1its name;

I style 1t "Tao"; 1
And, in the absence of a better word, call it "The Great"

The evolution of Tao through the process of yin-yang

harmonious interaction and self-generation is similarly con-

celved. It 1is written in Tao Teh Ching:

Tao gave birth to One,
One gave birth to Two,
Two gave blrth to Three,

Three gave birth to all the myriad things.

All the myrlad things carry the Yin on their backs

and hold the Yang in thelr embrace,
Deriving their vital harmony

2from the proper blending
of the two vital Breaths.

In short, both Confuclanism and Taolsm view the cosmos

as the result of a harmonious evolution from the simple to
the complex3

.

Certainly the metaphysical details related to
cosmic evolution are no longer believed seriously in Vietnam.

However, its ethical implications are more difficult to over-
come. The first implication is that harmony is the founda-
tlon of 1ife. The second ethical implication is that there

are only the Right Way (Chinh Dao) which leads to success,

Lao Tzu, Tao Teh Ching, Chapter 25.

2Ibid., Chapter 24.

3The influence of this cosmological conception on the
Vietnamese culture can be seen in Pierre Huard and Maurice
Durand, Connaissance du Vietnam, op. cit., Chapters 5, 6, 7,
Pp. 55-81.
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and the Wrong Way (Ta Dao) which certainly leads to failure.

These two points will be examined in the following paragraphs.

The Urge for Harmony in
Confucianism and Taoism

The principle of Tao 1s not only a cosmological and meta-
physical principle, but also a moral one. (Because of this
moral overtone, the Vietnamese language makes a distinction
of several Ways: the Right Way is Chinh Dao, or Hoang Dao,
or Thien Dao which means the Way of the Confucianist or
Taolst ethical system. The Wrong Way is called Ta-Dao, which
embraces all the non-Confucianist or non-taolst, principles.)
In what way does the Confucianist and the Taoist view Tao as
the foundation of their moral systems? Since Tao is based
on harmony, a relationship, to be productlve, must be harmonious.
Is 1t not true that everything including Heaven and Earth is
generated by a harmonious interaction between yin and yang?
This belief might be derived from daily observation of the
husband-and-wife relationship. Whether thils hypothesis is
true or not is not important. The important thing is that
productivity--hence 1life in an agricultural society where
drought, flood, and famine have been common phencomena--has
been associated with harmony. Harmony is good. Disharmony
is bad. Thus Chinh-Dao leads to harmony. Ta-Dao leads to
disharmony, which means death, disintegration. Harmony in
nature brings good crops. Harmony 1n man brings peace and

calm, since man, belng a part of the Cosmos, 1s also the
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result of the harmonious interaction of yin and yang. In

the Doctrine of the Mean Confucius lauds the state of harmony

of the mind as well as the outside nature:

While there are no stirrings of pleasure, anger,

sorrow, or Joy, the mind may be said to be in the

state of equilibrium [which 1s equivalent to the

primeval stage of the Grand Terminus before the

two forces, yin and yang, are aroused]. When

these feelings have been stirred, and they act

in due degree, there ensues what may be called

the state of harmony [corresponding to the yin-yang

interaction stage, see above]. This equilibrium

is the great root [the Grand Terminus, see above]

from which grow all the human actings in the world,

and this harmony [yin-yang relationship, see above]

is the universal path which they all should pursue.
Let the states of equilibrium and harmony exist in

perfection, and a happy order will prevall throughout

heaven and earth, and all things will be nourished

ﬁnd glgurish. (The Doctrine of the Mean, Chapter I,
> 5).

This obsession with harmony in the Confucianist school
can be seen almost 1n every work of Confuclus and his followers.
For instance, in another classic, the wonderful effects of
harmony are eloquently extolled in these terms:

This great mutual consideration and harmony would

ensure the constant nourishment of the 1living,

the burial of the dead, and the service of the spirits
(of the departed). However greatly these things might
accumulate there would be no entanglement among them.
They would move on together without error, and the
smallest matters would proceed without failure. However
deep some might be, they would be comprehended. However

1Legge's translation of Chung-Yung as The Doctrine of
the Mean is not close toConfucius's meaning. Chung means
e€quilibrium. Yung means harmony. The first term designates
a static state, the second term a dynamlic state. Mean does
not designate either static equilibrium, nor dynamic harmony.
See James Legge, The Life and Teachings of Confucius (Phila-
delphia: J. B. Lippincott & Company, 1867), pp. 282, 283, 284,
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thick and close their array, there would be spaces be-
tween them. They would follow one another without coming
into contact. They would move about wlthout dolng any
hurt to one another. This would be the perfection of
such a state of mutual harmony.

Therefore the clear understanding this state will lead
to the securing of safety 1n the midst of danger.

Thus with the Confuclanist school the same principle operates
in Heaven and Earth, in social 1life, in individual life, in

"myriad things,"l

i.e., harmonious relationships between
opposite and unequal elements (yin is believed to be superior
to yang) mean social and moral order, life, and peace; lack
of harmony means Ta-dao (the Wrong Way) and the consequences
are calamities and death. The fear of disharmony i1s still

very strong in Vietnamese soclety today. War, flood, famine,

blight, etc., have always been interpreted as "am duong dao-

lon," i.e. the yin and the yang being out of harmony.

The Taoclsts are no less concerned with harmony than the
Confueclanists. Even though their writings are full of
obscurities any mysticisms, one still can perceive their
extreme urge for ‘harmony. First, harmony is the fundamentsal
principle of Tao which has been differentlated into "myriad
things" as a result of the harmonious interaction of yin and
yang. However, this yin-yang interaction process is so
harmonious that these differentiated "myriad things" at the

end have become "one." This state of "oneness" is the evidence

1See Chu Hsi, Chu Tzu ch'uan-shu, chapter 49, trans.
Wing-Tsit Chan, A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1963), p. 638.
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of ideal harmony which in turn 1s the necessary condlition for
peace and order. The Tao 1s the antidote of all sources of
friction and confusion. 1In effect,

It blunts all sharp edges,

It untles all tangles,

It harmonizes all lights,
It unites the world into one whole.

1
Thus "oneness," or perfect harmony, 1s the end we must strive
for. Lao tzu belleves that
From of 0ld there are not lacking things that have
attained Oneness.
The sky attained Oneness and became clear;
The splrits attalned Oneness and became charged with
mystical powers;
The fountalns attalined Oneness and became full;
The ten thousand creatures attained Oneness and became
reproductive;
Barons and princes attalned Oneness and became
soverelgn rulers of the world. 5
All of them are what they are by viture of Oneness.
If the essence of the Tao 1s harmony and "oneness," what are
the effects of being in harmony with the Tao? First to be
in harmony with the Tao 1s to know it. Since the Tao 1s the
Source of all things, to know the source of all things 1is
to know everything (Chapter 52, p. 73) by sheer deduction.
Thus the Sage "without going out of his door, . . . can know
the ways of the world" (Ch. 47, p. 67). Or "To know harmony
1s to know the Changeless (i.e., the Tao). To know the Change-
less 1s to have insight." (Ch. 55, p. 79). (See also Chapter

15, p. 19, Ch. 16, p. 21, Ch. 62, p. 89.) Secondly, for the

Ypao Ten Ching, Ch. 4.

°Ib1d., Ch. 39.
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common people, to know everything permits them to avold errors,
calamities (Ch. 62, p. 89, Ch. 52 p. 75,) and even death
(Ch. 16, pp. 22, 23). It has been sald that "what 1is against
Tao will soon cease to be" (Ch. 30, p. 43). For a ruler, to
be in harmony with Tao means to have a peaceful and prosperous
nation without trouble. "Tao never makes any ado, and yet 1t
does everything. If a ruler can cling to it, all things will
grow of themselves" (Ch. 37,). Thus the duty of the ruler is
to bring society into harmony with Tao. Thils 1s the only way
to peace and prosperity. Lao-tse writes

When the world i1s in possesslon of the Tao,

The galloping horses are led to fertilize the flelds

with theilr droppings [i.e., horses are used for
farming].
When the world has become Taoless,
War horses breed themselves in the suburbs (Ch. 46).
Thus, both Confucianism and Taolsm preach that to know

the Right Way 1is to be able to solve all the problems of the
world. On the practlical plane, to know the Right Way implies

the duty to bring the people into harmony with 1it.

The Urge for Harmony in Practice

A Monistic World View.--The traditlonal value system

shaped by Confucianism and Taoism also emphasizes the importance
of harmony as the foundation of social 1life. Professor Vu
Van Mau also has noticed this strong emphasis on harmony in

moral and legal systems of the Vietnamese and Chinese societies.l

1Vu Van Mau, Dan Luat Khal Luan, pp. 29-33.
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I think this world view which stresses harmony rather than
antagonlism explalns somewhat the difference between the
Eastern life-1deal and the Western one. For the West, anta-
gonism rather than harmony 1s dominant in theology as well
as in phllosophy and literature.l The Greco-Roman gods are
always in friction. Even the Judeo-Christian conception of
God 1s not as monistic as the Confuclanist or Taoist Tao.
Tao 1s one, but the Christian God is three. Within the
cosmic operation of Tao, there are spirits which form the
religion for the mass. Even here, the world of the spirit
is not different from the well-ordered and well-disciplined
Confucianist 1deal society. The spirits live in a system

which 1s also structured hlerarchically, on the top of which

is Ngoc Hoang or Thuong-De who, like a Confucianist ideal

klng, has absolute power over all the spirits. In the West,
man 1s conceived theologically as a battlefield between God
and a Devil who 1s almost as powerful as God. In China or
in Vietnam, there is no such conflict. All the spirits are
well disciplined and in harmonious relationship with man (so
long as he does not deviate from the established harmony).
This dualistic world view of the West has been generalized

in practice and has given rise to conflicting issues such as
the relationship between the Emperor and the Pope, the Church

and the State, the individual and soclety, etc. In the East

lCh'u Chal and Winberg Chal, The Changing Soci