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ABSTRACT

THE FOUNDING AND HISTORY OF
BETHEL COLLEGE OF INDIANA

By

Albert Jacob Beutler

This study traces the development of the influences and events
which led to the founding of the only church-affiliated college in the
United States of the United Missionary Church, formerly known as the
Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church. The Indiana District of the Men-
nonite Brethren in Christ Church founded the school, but they were joined
by two other districts--Michigan and Ghio--prior to the opening of the
school., A fourth district, Nebraska, joined the college project in 1950.
The history illustrates the factors that have led to the development of
many of the church-related colleges in the United States.

Bethel College was opened in September, 1947, as a co-educational
liberal arts college in Mishawaka, Indiana. It has been led by two
presidents, Woodrow I. Goodman and Ray P. Pannabecker. The history is
developed around the tenure of the presidents, illustrating the importance
of human leadership in the development and history of small church-
related institutions.

The twelve years of the Goodman administration, June, 1947, to
July of 1959, are analyzed in five areas. The first area was the acquis-

ition of physical space to both get the institution started and meet the
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expanding need of facilities. The second item which was inextricably
bound to physical plant relates to finance and the fiscal policies of the
board. A third problem centered on the recruitment and development of
an academically qualified faculty. Fourth was the development and ex-
pansion of the curriculum to meet the needs of the students and fifthly,
extra-curricular activities and student life are considered.

Ten years, July, 1959, to July, 1963, of the Pannabecker admin-
istration comprise the chapter on "The Second Presidency."” The issues
of physical plant development, finance and the Board of Directors, the
academic community and student life are discussed in this chapter, also.
It was during President Pannabecker's tenure that Bethel began seriously
to pursue accreditation by the North Central Association. The self study
that was instituted to implement their goal led to considerable change.
The statement of college objectives was revised, curriculum revision was
implemented, the library was upgraded, and a new academic calendar was
adopted. In the process of curriculum development a general studies pro-
gram of fifteen courses was instituted., All degree programs but the
Bachelor of Arts were phased out and the School of the Bible was discon-
tinued. Bethel achieved "Candidate Status™ on March 30, 1966, and a
Self Study was submitted to North Central Association in May, 1969.

In conjunction with the merger of the United Missionary Church
and the Missionary Church Association in 1969, Bethel College became
a denominational school. It is presently one of two church-controlled

colleges of the Missionary Church, both of which are located in Indiana.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

I. DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY

Bethel College, the only institution of higher education of the
United Missionary Church in the United States, was opened in 1947 as a
coeducational college. The founding of Bethel College was the culmina-
tion of several unsuccessful attempts to establish an institution of
higher education to serve the needs of the church. A study of the ina
fluences and events that led to the founding of Bethel College and a
historical study of the school since it was established are the purposes
of this dissertation. This introductory chapter describes the general
nature of the study and its purpose. A definition of the terms used and
the sources upon which the study rests are given. Finally procedure and

organization of the study are outlined.

II, STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Since a written history of Bethel College does not exist, the
basic problem was to establish with some degree of reliability the fac-

tors that led to the establishment and early history of the school.

III, PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of the study is threefold: (1) to organize in one
volume the facts relating to the establishment and development of Bethel

College in order to make such source material readily available for

1
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future study and evaluation; (2) to determine whether Bethel College was
founded in response to a need for Christian higher education for the
young people of the United Missionary Church as well as an institution
for the training of ministers and Christian workers; and (3) to present
the historical development of Bethel College as a contribution to the

literature on higher education in America.

IV, DEFINITION OF TERMS

Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church, The Mennonite Brethren in

Christ Church is a branch of the Mennonite Church of America. It evolv-
ed out of a series of amalgamations of four small kindred groups, three
of which had seceded from the Mennonite Church primarily because of
doctrinal differences.l

One group, made up of small congregations in Ontario and Indiana
organized in 1874 in Berlin, Ontario, became known as the Reformed Men-
nonite Church.2 A second church, formed as the New Mennonites, was a
small Canadian splinter group of advocates of revivals which had witha
drawn from the main body of Mennonites and ultimately merged with the
Reformed group under the name of the United Mennonites,3

A third group known as the Evangelical Mennonites organized in
Pennsylvania in 1853. 1In 1879 they consolidated with the United

Mennonites forming a new body called the Evangelical United Mennonites,4

1lc, Henry Smith, The Story of the Mennonites, (Berne, Indiana:
Mennonite Book Concern, 1941), p. 609.

2c, Henry Smith, The Mennonites of America, (Scottdale,
Pennsylvania: Mennonite Publishing House, 1909), p. 312.

31bid., p. 313. 41bia.
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The fourth member group of the emerging combination was the
Brethren in Christ, which had seceded from the River Brethren in 1838.
In 1883 at Jamtown, (now Englewood) ©Chio, this group joined with the
Evangelical United Mennonites to form the Mennonite Brethren in Christ
Church.5

The church was principally distinguished from other Mennonite
groups by its agressive evangelism and practice of immersion as the
method of bapt:)'.sm.6 The theological position of the church may be
identified as Wesleyan-Arminian. From its inception the denomination
was greatly influenced by the camp meetings made so famous by the
Methodist Church in the nineteenth century. The spirit of evangelism

and missionary zeal remain as identifying marks of the church.

The United Missionary Church., At the 1947 General Conference of

the Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church, held in Potsdam, Chio, the name
United Missionary Church was adopted to replace the former name, One
district, Pennsylvania, not concurring with the majority of the church,
continued using the name Menncnite Brethren in Christ in association
with the United Missionary Church. In 1952, they decided to withdraw
because of doctrinal differences and continue to use the name Mennonite

Brethren in Christ .7

5c. Henry Smith, The Story of the Mennonites, (Berne, Indiana:
Mennonite Book Concern, 1941), p. 611.

6paniel Kauffman (ed.), Mennonite Cyclopedic Dictionary,
(Scottdale, Pennsylvania: Mennonite Publishing House, 1937), pp. 230-31.

7General Board of the United Missionary Church, The Constitution
i’:‘g Manual of the United Missionary Church, (Elkhart, Indiana: Bethel
Publishing Company, 1956), p. ll.
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4

Higher Education. In this study higher education refers to a

school which requires a certificate of graduation from a secondary or
high school as a prerequisite for entrance and offers a diploma or

baccalaureate degree as a certificate of graduation from the school,.

V. SOURCES OF DATA

The main sources of data used in this study are: (1) The Gospel

Banner, the official church periodical; (2) Conference Journals which are
the official minutes and record of proceedings of the various church
conferences; (3) minutes of the Inter-Conference Educational Committee;
(4) minutes of the Indiana Conference School Board; (5) minutes of the
Board of Directors of Bethel College; (6) letters; (7) personal inter-
views: and (8) various kinds of material at the college. Such materials
include:

College catalogs and bulletins

Faculty handbooks

Institutional studies

Minutes of faculty and committees

Official documents

Reports of administrative officers

Scrapbooks

Student handbooks
Student publications

VI. PROCEDURE AND ORGANIZATION

The historical method is the research technique used in the
development of this study. Primary and secondary data are subjected to
external and inter criticism.

The plan for presentation is to enumerate and discuss the factors
and events that led to the founding and establishment of Bethel College;
to review the early history of the school under its first president whose

tenure covered the period, 1947 through June, 1959; and to treat the
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5

development of Bethel during the ten years from 1959 through 1969,

Chapter I is an introduction which descrihes the study. The
problem and purpose of the study are stated, terms used in the report
are defined and the sources of data are listed.

The study of the college proper is prefaced by chapter II which
reports the events and influences which led to the founding of Bethel
C>1lege. The antecedents of Bethel College stem from an interaction of
forces within the Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church. A resolution
passed by the 1944 Indiana Annual Conference brought the issue into
focus. Within three years a property was purchased and preparations
were made for the opening of Bethel College in 1947,

Chapter III presents the early history of Bethel under the
leadership of Woodrow I. Goodman, Emphasis is placed on the development
of the physical plant, fiscal policies of the board, the academic com-
munity and student life during the twelve years that Goodman was presi-
dent.

The history of Bethel College from 1959 to 1969 is covered in
chapter IV. The organization of the material covering the tenure of
President Ray P. Pannabecker is similar to that of chapter III. The
final chapter summarizes the study and includes recent church develop-

ments which may influence the future of the institution.
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CHAPTER II

EVENTS AND INFLUENCES WHICH LED TO THE

FOUNDING OF BETHEL COLLEGE

The purpose of this chapter is to describe the events and influ-
ences which led to the founding of Bethel College. To get a complete
view of those influences one must examine the attitudes of the people of
the church prior to 1940. Since very little is found on higher educa-

tion in the church periodical, The Gospel Banner, or the Conference

Journals of the church in the thirties, the material that is available
from 1920 to 1930 was examined. This material seems to be representa-
tive of the position of the church prior to 1940.

An action of fhe 1944 Indiana Annual Conference was an important
impetus to the issue of hiqgher education in the church,., After reporting
the action of this conference three articles were discussed that appeared

in The Gosnel Banner., These articles are representative of the views of

a number of church leaders in the early forties.

The development and work of the Inter-Conference Education Com-
mittee is discussed in detail. A survey of the work of this committee
leads to a discussion of the proposals of several of its subcommittees,
especially the subcommittee on Real Estate and Location.

This discussion is followed with an account of the development
and work of the Indiana Conference School Board. The work of this group
ultimately led to the founding of Bethel College. A relating of the
steps taken by three additional conferences (Michigan, Ohio and Nebraska)

to affiliate with the college concludes this chapter.
6
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7

I. EVENTS AND INFLUENCES FROM 1920 - 1940

The attitudes and influences which culminated in the founding of
Bethel College cover a span of at least two decades. There was evidence
of a steadily mounting consensus that the church should become specifiw
cally involved in offering higher educational opportunities to its young
people.

Jasper A, Huffman, renowned in Mennonite circles as an educator,
author and Bible Conference speaker, became a key figure in the develop-
ment of plans for higher education under the auspices of the church. He
surmarized his conviction in the early twenties in the following state-
ments:

What a change has come about on the part of our young
people concerning education in the last fifteen years! Instead
of stern and unyielding opposition, our young people are now
receiving a measure of approval from even conservative sources.
The problem of education is a big cne, and worthy of most careful
consideration, but our people are beginning to see that if our
young people, ministry and laity, are to make any worthwhile
contribution to the generation in which they live, they must
meet them upcn their own plane, whether it be in the homeland
or abroad,l

At this time the various districts of the church had limited their
involvement with the higher educational needs of their young people to
the recommendation of an existing college or two, "trusted" as types of
schools which could be recommended to youthful communicants. Additione
ally, church leaders encouraged capable and trained individuals in the
church to accept positions in such approved schools and colleges with

the thought in mind that as educators and staff members they could pro-

vide appropriate guidance to the young people of the church and help

13, A, Huffman, "Our Young People In School,"™ The Gospel Banner,
vol. 47, No, 37, (September 18, 1924), p.578.
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8
stem the loss of them to other denominations.2
In his memoirs, Huffman, when writing about his thirty.one years
of teaching at Bluffton Colleqge in CGhio and Marion College and Taylor
University in Indiana said,
I did not consider myself merely filling a position in
the college I was serving, but as a pioneer in pursuit of the
solution of the educational problem of my own church.
The several colleges in which I served through the per-
iod of quest, I considered as 'borrowed colleges' in which the
solution of the educational problem of my church was partially
and temporarily solved.3
Another individual interested in planning higher education for
the young people of the church was Jacob Hygema, a diligent student of
the Bible and regarded by some as the pioneer Bible teacher of the
denomination.4 His concern focused more specifically on the training of
ministers and missionaries. In 1920, Hygema announced that Fort Wayne
Bible School in Indiana had appointed him to a faculty position and that
he would be happy to meet young people of the church interested in pur-

suing their education at that school.5

He would occasionally report through The Gospel Banner the names

of young people attending Fort Wayne Bible School and on general develop-

ments in the school,

23, A. Huffman, "A bit of Wise Counsel Concerning the Schooling
of Our Young People,™ The Gospel Banner, Vol. 50, No. 47, (December 1,
1927), p. 738.

3Jasper A. Huffman, Seventy Years with Pen Pointer and Pulpit
(Elkhart, Indiana: Bethel Publishing Company, 1968), p. 42.

4pverek Richard Storms, History of the United Missionary Church
(Elxhart, Indiana: Bethel Publishing Company, 1958), p. 195.

SJacob Hygema, "Fort Wayne Bible School," The Gospel Banner,
Vol, 43, No. 35, (August 26, 1920), p. 556.
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9

Through the encouragement of educational leaders like Huffman
and Hygema and with the strengthening of the general economy in the
United States after World War I, more and more young people of the church
were finding their way to Bible schools and church-related colleges. It
became apparent that young people themselves were increasingly becoming
convinced that a college education was vital to them, Late in 1927 J. A.
Huffman noted that,

The day has arrived when young people of the M.B.C. Church
are insisting upon higher education, and the parents are slowly
but certainly awakening to the fact that, provided the M.B.C.
Church is to have a future, we must allow our young people the
necessary tra%ning for the sacred callings, and the legitimate pro-
fessions of life.

As one might suspect, the stock market crash and the depressed
economic climate that prevailed in the thirties had an adverse effect on
the impetus of the higher education movement., The only references to
higher education in the church literature from 1929 to the early forties
were the election of individuals to Boards of Trustees of church-approved
schools and an occasional statement grimly underscoring the fact that given
the precarious business conditions, there was to be no financial commit-
ment for educational services by the church district,”?

Thus, if the decade from 1920 to 1930 was characterized by
steady growth both in the attendance at colleges by the young people of

church and in the development of positive attitudes toward higher educa-

tion by the leaders and laity of the church, the ensuing decade was

6J.A. Huffman, "A Bit of Wise Counsel Concerning the Schooling
of Our Young People,® The Gospel Banner, Vol, 50, No. 27, (December 1,
1927), p. 738, (M.B.C. became a common abbreviation for the church
during this time.)

7Indiana and Ohio Annual Conference, Conference Journal,
(Walarusa, Indiana: Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church, 1934), p. 11l.
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characterized by responsiveness to the economic condition of the period
with issues and actions relating to higher education being pushed into

an unstated future.

II. THE 1944 INDIANA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

An editorial in The Gosnel Banner signaled the revival of inter-

est in higher education just prior to the close of World War II. The
editor, Ray P. Pannabecker, who was to become the second president of
Bethel College, wrote the following:

If you can see any possible way to further your educa-
tion, you ought to do it! Boys just out of high school would
do well to get in a year of study in a good Christian College
or Bible School before facing the draft. . . .

The associations formed at one of these schools would
give you a national or even international interest, for you
would meet students from many different sections of the coun-
try. Thus your interests and friendships would be enlarged
and your 1l.fe broadened.®

At the 1944 Indiana Annual Conference an official position was taken
which was destined to have far-reaching influences on the direction of
thought and action regarding higher education in the church.

A report was given by the Committee on Education criticizing the
lack of any development in the past year in the area of higher educa-
tion. The committee admitted that young people of the district were

continuing as before to pursue their education primarily in institutions

approved by the Conference, namely Fort Wayne Bible Institute and Taylor

University. fThey indicated further that this kept the youth from

scattering widely and that, therefore, they did not return with differing

8Ray P. Pannabecker, "To Go or Not To Go?," The Gospel Banner,
Vol. 67, No. 22, (June 1, 1944), p. 3.
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viewpoints concerning faith and practice.9

However, the committee then revealed a deep concern over "some
situations against which our church is coming® ambiguously implying that
the church could not long continue to count on exerting control over the
educational future of its youth without becoming increasingly involved
in that future.l0

The committee recommended that the conference approve being
represented on the Trustee Boards of Taylor University and Port Wayne
Bible Institute until a better solution to the educational problem
could be found. Second and third recommendations related to the specific
representatives who should serve on the boards of the two schools. They
recommended a person to serve on the Taylor Board and nominated two indi-
viduals, one of whom was to be elected to the Board of Fort Wayne Bible
Institute.ll

But it was the fourth recommendation which was to have far-
reaching effects for the church and higher education. The committee
which was chaired by Jasper A. Huffman flatly stated that:

The time has come when it appears that the very future
of our church is in serious jeopardy unless it makes definite
provisions for the sacred callings. We further recommend that
the Education Committee, when the occasion arises, work togeth-
er with the Conference Executive Committee, and they shall
prayerfully and vigorously consider the advisability of the
opening of an M,B.C. School; that they be asked to consider
the type and location of such an educational institution as
would serve our needs; and a suitable location for the same,

and to make report, and, if in their judgement it appears wise,
to formulate recommendations to our next annual conference.l2

9Indiana Annual Conference, Conference Journal, (Wakarusa,
Indiana: Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church, 1944), p. 26.

101144, 1l1bhid. 121hiq4.
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The conference gave a large block of time to the discussion of
the recommendation which led to their enthusiastic adoption of the
report.13

A new Education Committee was elected and organized at the Annual
Conference, naming Quinton J. Everest, a minister who attended Fort Wayne
Bible Institute, chairman and Joseph H., Kimbel, a minister who graduated
from Taylor University, secretary. The committee introduced a resolution
seeking authority to join with the Executive Committee of the Indiana
Conference to contact other conferences of the church to determine their
interest in joining with Indiana in this new educational venture. The
resolution was passed and additionally they were authorized to seek

pledges and offerings to support the endeavor,14
III., THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHURCH PERIODICAL

Within several months after the 1944 Indiana Annual Conference a

number of articles appeared in The Gospel Banner which dealt with the

subject of a denominational school, 1In August, Ward M, Shantz, who was
the head of a district Bible School in Ontario, wrote on the value of
such a school and listed a number of benefits that would accrue to the
church if a denominational school were founded. He suggested that bonds
of loyalty would be created by drawing students closer to their denomina-
tion through attendance at the school and uniting members of the church
in the responsibility of supporting the school. Shantz noted that more
young people would avail themselves of the opportunity for post high
school education if they could identify with a church school and that a

sure by-product of this increased involvement would be more trained

131bhid. 1l471pid.
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13

workers for the ministerial and missionary positions in the church,13

Finally, Shantz reflected on the doctrinal position of workers
within the church, insisting they would become more unified if a denom-
inational school was available to train its Thristian workers. He felt
that the church tended to obtain a proliferation of viewpoints from the
numoer of different schools holding a veriety of doctrinal beliefs.
Shantz advised that the denominational school must definitely present
the teachings of the denomination or fail in its purpose, although
warning against too narrow a sectarianism which might hinder students in
their recognition of the true spirit of Christ in those who differ in
points of religious belief.l6

In another article appearing the same year C. W. Severn, a min-
ister from Nebraska, listed reasons why a school should be established.
He observed that "no religious movement has ever succeeded to any great
extent which does not train its leaders."l7

Severn called attention to the high loss rate of talented young
people to other church groups largely because of attendance at other
church-related institutions. He argued for the need of a trained min-
istry, stating that, "The day is past when men step from the plow handle

to the pu]pit."18

154ard M. Shantz, "value of a Denominational School," The Gospel
Banner, Vol. 67, No. 32, (August 17, 1944), p. 4.

161544,

17c. W, severn, "Ahout an M.B.C. School," The Gospel Banner,
vol. 67, No. 48, (December 7, 1944), p. 6.

187434,
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In an article penned by the man who one day would be named the

first president of Bethel College, Woodrow I. Goodman spelled out the

steps that needed to be taken to accomplish the task of developing a

church school of higher education:

1.

To become aware of our need for a church-supported school
of higher education.

To seize our opportunities. There will never be anything
more than a daydream unless we have the freedom and the
holdness to take opportunity when it comes.

To measure up to standard. State laws and regional accred-
iting agencies have some standards that must be met if the
students' credits are valued.

Briefly, some standards that will need to he met for a
junior college include: an endowment or guaranteed annual
income; faculty members with a M,A, degree or higher;
several thousand volumes of selected books for the library;
adequate facilities for teaching the sciences, music, and
art; and buildings adequate for their purpose, meeting state
building codes.

To meet the standard the church must be ready to pay the
price.

Before the school becomes a reality, we must be ready to
consider the place. It is important that the school be
easily accessible to the source of the largest number of
students. The size and cosmopolitan character of the stu-
dent body will be determined by its location,

The school must pe in a position to provide for the student.
Many students must have help to meet room rent, board, laun-
dry, clothes and other expenses. The college can aid in one
of two ways. It can locate in a metropolitan area and secure
agreements with employers to hire students or provide factory
and farm work under the college direction.

There must be a readiness on the part of the entire church
to sustain the school. The laity is the largest potential
source of enrollment and the source of the most substantial
contributions beyond student fees.

These are the seven things that we as a church must do

in order to make the vision of a Church Theological school and
Junior College a reality.19

19Woodrow Goodman, "Seven Steps to College," The Gospel Banner,
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IV. THE INTER-CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE

BEven as individuals were airing these views further official
steps were being taken by the Indiana Conference. Using the authority
vested in their Education and Executive Committee to contact other dis-
tricts, they sent letters through the secretary, Joseph H. Kimbel, to
the District Superintendents of most of the districts in the United
States .20

In replies from the Michigan2l and Chio22 Districts interest in
meeting with members of the Indiana District was indicated. Chairman
Everest called a meeting of representatives of those districts interested
in discussing the possible establishment of a college. This meeting was
to be held on September 13, 1244, in Elkhart, Indiana.23 Representa-
tives from Indiana, Michigan and Ghio met and organized an inter-con-
ference cormittee, naming Q. J. Everest, chairman and M.J. Burgess, the
secretary.

The resolution of the 1944 Indiana Annual Conference was read
and the group began discussing the need for a denominational school and
possible solutions to the educational problems of the church. The
minutes of the meeting reveal that Dr. Huffman was present and reviewed

the history of higher education as it related to the church. Huffman

Vol. 68, No. 12, (March 22, 1945), p. 4.

20letter from Joseph H. Kimbel to Jasper A. Huffman, July 8, 1944.
2lretter from J. A, Mvery to J. H. Kimbel, June 29, 1944.

221etter from R. P, Ditmer to J. H., Kimbel, June 28, 1944.

23retter from W,E. Manges to Q. J. Everest, September 1, 1944.
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recommended to the group that a Mennonite Brethren in Christ School
include a Bible Institute program, a Junior College curriculum, and a
collegiate program with appropriate majors for training in theology.24
The newly formed Inter-Conference Educational Committee reached
uninimous agreement that the M.B.C. Church should make an immediate and
strong effort to establish a school and that further consideration be
given the Huffman proposals with a view toward implementing them.25
A second meeting of the Inter-Conference Committee was held in
Detroit, Michigan, at an Inter-Conference Ministerial Convention on Feb-
ruary 13, 1945, 1Interest had not waned in the interim period and com-
mittee members took advantage of an unusual opportunity to present their
sustaining viewpoints to ministers attending the conference. Reaction
to spokesmen of the committee about proposed school plans were very favor-
able.26
At the 1945 session, the Inter-Conference Committee adopted
several resolutions which were to be acted upon at the respective annual
meetings or conferences of the participating districts:
Be it resolved: That the Chio, Indiana, and Michigan
Annual Conferences for 1945 be asked to consider their interest
in the establishing of a church school and to decide whether or
not to take part in the same,.
Be it further resolved: That if the above decision is
favorable, that five men, including at least two laymen, be
elected by the cooperating conference to act with a like group
from the other conferences as the incorporators, to formulate

the provisional by-laws to the charter, to appoint a finance,
publicity, or any other committee that they deem necessary,

24"Minutes of the Inter-Conference Educational Committee,”
September 13, 1944,

251bhid.

26ray P. Pannabecker, "Mid-Year Conference," The Gospel Banner,
Vol. €68, No. 8 (February 22, 1945), p. 3.







17

to act as the first trustees with the power to acquire property
and to deal with the problems arising from the same, to deal with
the problems of curriculum, staff, administrative policies, and
all other problems incident to the establishing and maintaining
of a school.
Be it further resolved: That the provisional by-laws to
the charter be submitted to each of the next Annual Conferences
which follow the incorporation for ratification by the co-operat-
ing Annual Conferences before the by-laws become the permanent
directive organ of the school.
Be it further resolved: That any other M.B.C. Conference
may make application for an interest in the school, and if con-
ditions prescribed by the administrative board are met, they may
be accepted and secure representation on the poard.27
The annual meeting of the Ohio Conference was held in April, 1945.
A committee appointed to consider the school problem and recommendations
of the Inter-Conference Committee reported initially that "they consider-
ed the need of a church school to be one of the imperative needs of our
church and conference."28
The Ohio committee felt, however, that the financial burden
might be too heavy if a school of the type described by the Inter-
Conference Educational Cormittee were developed, and suggested that con-
sideration be given to providing a Bible School as the first step in the
creation of a church school.2?
Of the five individuals elected to represent the Chio Conference
in further meetings of the Inter-Conference Committee, three were minis-

ters (R. P. Ditmer, F, L, Huffran and H. E. Bowman) and two were laymen

(0. F. Riffell and J. E. Seeker) .30

27Michigan Annual Conference, Tonference Journal, (Port Huron,
Michigan: Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church, 1¢45), p. 16.

280hio Annual Conference, Conference Journal, (Potsdam, Ohio:
Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church, 1945), p. 28.

291bid. 301bid., p. 29.
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The Indiana Annual Conference was held in June of 1945, at which
time the Education Committee revorted on what had transpired during the
year. Their report reviewed the resolutions of the Inter-Conference
Committee at Detroit and recommended their adoption. They also reported
that the Indiana representatives on the Inter-Conference Committee had
had some thoughtful discussion regarding the type of school that should
be planned and had concluded that the first and paramount need was to
organize a Bible Institute providing:

1. A definite training for Thristian workers as well as for
laymen;

2, The fulfillment of the Ministers' Reading Course require-
ments in the school curriculum; and

3. a thorough Bible study based on the Armenian doctrines with
a Vesleyan emphasis. A second need is for a BIBLE COLLEGE
which would enable students to supplement a Bible curriculum
with basic college courses. Whenever it is practical, the
above prcgram should be extended to meet the requirements
of a Junior College so that young people preparing for
other legitimate professions and callings may secure pre-
liminary training under the supervision of M.B.C. teachers.
It is our conviction that steps should be taken for the care-
ful laying of plans for the opening of the Bible Institute
unit of the school in September of 1946.31

The report and recommendations of the committee were adopted and
they proceeded to elect three ministers and two laymen to the Inter-
Conference Educational Committee. The ministers elected were Q. J.
Everest, W. E. Manges and Joseph Kimbel, the two laymen were Edgar Freed

and Seth Rohrer.32

The Michigan Annual Conference was also held in June of 1945,

A committee was appointed to make recommendations regarding resolutions

3lindiana Annual Conference, Conference Journal, (Wakarusa, Indi-
ana: Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church, 1945), pp. 22-24.

321bid., p. 37.
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from the Inter-Conference Committee. It was recommended that the Mich-
igan Conference go on record as "definitely favoring the establishment
of a Bible School as the first step in supplying this need."33

Michigan followed the pattern of Ohio and Indiana in recommend-
ing that three ministers and two laymen be elected to represent them in
further planning by the Inter-Conference Ccmmittee. They also suggested
that any plans involving financial commitments be subject to the approval
of the conference. Having adopted the recommendations, they proceeded
to elect the members of the committee. M, J, Burgess, J. E., Tuckey and
J. S. Wood were the ministerial members and D, V. Wells and J. Kitchin
the lay representatives.34

Thus, by the end of June, 1945, Indiana, Chio and Michigan had
formally joined together to establish a fifteen member Inter-Conference
Educational Committee composed of nine ministers and six laymen. Con-
ferences varied in the amount of authority each was willing to vest in
this committee and each had a somewhat different impression of the type
of school that should be launched. But there seemed unanimity on the
fact that something needed to be done to provide more adequate education-
al advantages. The success or failure of this committee was to depend
on the ability to work from points of agreement to a proposal that would
be acceptable to each of the cooperating conferences. At least the
members could look upon themselves as having reached one rather impor-

tant milestone, for indeed this was the first time in the history of the

33Michigan Annual Conference, Conference Journal, (Port Huron,
Michigan: Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church, 1945), p. 28.

341hi4.
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church that several conferences officially approved a joint effort toward
the establishment of an institution of higher education.

The new and officially sanctioned Inter-Conference Educational
Committee met for the first time in July, 1945, Their first official
action, beyond matters relating to organization, was to pass a motion
that a Bible Institute be opened by September of 1946, Once this deci-
sion was reached they set abhout establishing and organizing subcommittees
to promulgate this aim. Provision was made for and individuals were
named to five basic subcommittees.

Subcommittee on Constitution and By-laws

Subcommittee on Curriculum and Faculty

Subcommittee on Real Estate and lLocation

Subcommittee on Promotion

Subcommittee on Finance

These subcommittees were to begin their work and report progress at an

October, 1945, meeting.3> The activities of the subcommittees on Con-
stitution and By-laws, Curriculum and Faculty, and Real Estate and Loca-
tion were particularly important.
Chairman of the Inter-Conference Committee, Q. J. Everest,
called a two day meeting to be held in Elkhart, Indiana, on October 8
and 9 to receive the reports of the various subcommittees. The Com-
mittee on Constitution and By-laws presented a tentative Constitution and
By-laws. Significantly the first draft of this document included a state-
ment of purpose of the proposed school:
To establish, maintain, conduct and carry on an institu-

tion for the instruction and education of students in religion,

theology, arts, sciences, and such other subjects consistent

with recognized academic, college, and theological training

in preparation for the sacred callings and legitimate profes-
sions and occupations of life, and to confer such degrees as

35'Minutes of the Inter-Conference Educational Committee,” July
26, 1945,
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are cggsistent with the curriculums outlined and courses pur-
sued.

The Subcommittee on Curriculum and Faculty submitted a tentative
curriculum for a General Bible Course. Analysis of the recommendations
reveals that the proposed curriculum resembled the established Bible
Institute program with a prolific number of religious and very few
liberal arts courses.>’

The same subcommittee also presented a list of names of prospec-
tive faculty members and requested and received permission to contact
them in order to determine interest in hecoming members of the faculty.
These included: Gerald A. Foster, Woodrow I. Goodman, Willard R. Hallman,
Ray P, Pannabecker, Kenneth L. Robinson, Lawrence R, Schoenhals, Stanley
M. Taylor, Raymond M, Weaver, Peter Wiseman and Gordon A, Wood,38

Considering the fact that the members of the Inter-Conference
Committee had little familiarity with activities relating to higher
education they had presented a list of excellent candidates. Everyone
was destined eventually to spend some time in the field of higher edu-
cation and many are yet occupied in it today. Seven of the ten were
ultimately employed at the school shortly to be founded. Three of the
ten are presently presidents of church.related colleges., The minutes
do not indicate how they formulated the list of prospects, but the
committee, if asked, might have cited this evidence that God was answer-
ing prayers that He lead them in opening a school and in finding per-

sonnel to operate it.

36"Minutes of the Inter-Conference Educational Committee,"
October 8 and 9, 1945,

37 Ibid. 381bia.
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V. THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON REAL ESTATE AND LOCATION

The activity of the Subcommittee on Real Estate and Location was
destined to be by far the most significant of the groups formed. For out
of its efforts grew division of opinion among the conferences represented
and an important interruption of the three state cooperative venture
leaving the Indiana Conference to move forward on its own, at least until
the Michigan and Ghio Conferences had reconsidered their position.

The men of this subcommittee realized that if they were to ac-
complish the goal of opening a school by September, 1946, it would be
ahsolutely essential to determine a location and do so promptly.

Since they had been organized in July, 1945, they were able to
report at the October meeting some of their initial thinking on the

matter of location.3°

It developed that, in fact, various members of
the Inter-Conference Committee also had been searching for prospective

locations prior to the July meeting.

The ¥letzing College Proposal. Probably the first proposal to

be made regarding the location of a school site came through Jasper A.
Huffman from C., W. Butler, President of Kletzing College at University
Park, Iowa. Butler proposed through Mr, Huffman that the M,B.C, Church
take an active interest in Kletzing. He suggested that he would be
able to convince the Board of Trustees of Kletzing to elect a number of
M.B.C. Church members to the Board, and also elect Huffman as president
of the school to replace Butler who wanted to retire. It was the con-

sidered judgment of President Butler that the M.B.C. Church people could

391bid.
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ul'timately gain a majority of seats on the Board of Trustees and thus
practical control of a campus worth a guarter of a million do]lars.40

Mr. Huffman shared the information with Q. J. Everest,41 Chairman
of the Inter-Conference Educational Committee, who proposed that Mr.
Huffman, Mr. Everest, and Mr. Huffman's son, D, Paul, make a trip to
Iowa to inspect the site and operation and then have further discussion
concerning the potential of the locaticn to meet the educational needs
of the church.42

Upon investigation these men concluded that the Kletzing College
property was not the right location for an M.B.C. Church school and
that the constituency of the church would not want to get involved when
the property did not belong to the church .43

At about the same time that the Kletzing College proposal was
being rejected, information was obtained regarding the closing of several
public school buildings in Toledo, Chio. These buildings were inspected

and considered inadequate to meet the needs as projected by the committee .44

The Ferris Institute Property. During the summer and fall of

1945, at least five additional proposals for location of a new school
were considered. Four sites were located in Michigan and one in
Indiana. The site in Indiana was a six acre plot in the southeast sec-

tion of Elkhart owned by J. C. Bontrager, a layman of the church, He

401ctter from C. W. Butler to J. A. Huffman, May 8, 1945,

4lietter from J. A. Huffman to C. W. Butler, May 10, 1945,
421otter from J. A. Huffman to Q. J. Everest, May 10, 1945

43personal Interview, J. A, Huffman, March 7, 1969.

44Persona] Interview, Joseph H, Kimbel, March 3, 1969,
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was willing to sell the property at a reasonable price if the committee
would be interested in it. The limited size of the plot in a doubtful
location caused the committee to react negatively to the offer.45

In search of additional leads for possible locations, J. E.
Tuckey of the Michigan Conference wrote to the Grand Rapids Chamber of
Commerce in August of 1945, The Chamber referred the letter to realtors
in Grand Rapids who responded to Mr. Tuckey's letter.46

One property that was mentioned by a realtor was the John Robin-

son Hospital in Allegan, Michigan.47

Another property was a large build-
ing in Grand Rapids, described as sufficient in classroom space but not
at all satisfactory as a schoonl site.48 A third site was a church pro=-
perty in Detroit which, however, was never seriously considered for pur-
chase .49

A fourth Mi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>