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A3STRACT

A STUCY OF THE RHETORICAL AND HOMILETICAL THEORY ANL PRACTICE

OF DOCTOR GERALD HMAMILTON KENNEDY

3ISHOP OF THZ METHODIST CHURCH

by

Edward C, Banks

This study is an examination of the rhetorical and homileti-
cal theory and practice of Doctor Gerald Hamilton Kennedy, 3ishop of

™e Methodist Church. In it attempts are made (1) to determine the bio-

graphical factors that appear to be related to his success as a public
speaker, (2) to analyze his theory of rhetoric and homiletics which
constitute the conceptual foundation for his sermonic craftsmanshipn,
and, (3) to investigate his practice in preaching that has given to him
the distinction of being the "unofficial spokesman"1 for the lethodist
Church in America and one of the most influential preachers in the
Christian pulpit today.

Bishop Kennedy's rhetorical and homiletical biography (Chapter
1II) reveals the fact that his entire life has been spent near the
%ethodist pulpit. His father was a Methodist preacher; while he was
still in his teens, he began preaching for the Methodist Church and has
continued to do so for the past forty years; and now, although he has

%en a bishop in his church for cighteen years, he is found in a
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Maved i - ~
Cristlan PUlpit s1most every dmday morning proclaining the "Good

YeWS o

It was in a hizh-school public speaking class that Kennedy's

capacity and talent in pudlic address were discovered and especially

motivated. His college major was in sneech; anc although his homileti-

cal training in the seminary was ineffective, he continued to make

prorress in this area of his preparation for the ministry because he

was preachinm~ once or twice every week.

The analysis of kennedy's theory of rhetoric and homiletics
nade in this study (Chapter VI) shows (1) that his theory of rhetoric
is inclusive in that it inclucdes all the constituents of rhetoric--
invention, arrangement, style, and delivery; and each one receives ap-
nropriate emphasis, and (2) that his theorv of homiletics apnears to be

in harmony with the theories held by leadinc contemporary homileticians,

To him preaching is "confronting man's tragic inadequacy with Gocd's

redeeming grace,"2 and this concept of preaching nakes of it something

more than simple rhetoric. However, he does not devaluate the immor-

tance of rhetoric in the art of preachinz; instead, in his theory we
find an amalgamation of these two disciplines, homiletics being a super-
structure in public address built upon the principles of rhetoric.

The investigation of the Bishop's practice in sermon prepara-
tion and delivery made in this study (Chapter VIII) gives evidence that
e rerards preachins as the greatest task a human being can be called

pon to perform for God and man, and that he gives to it his best and

most consistent effort. He produces a new sermon alrost every weclk,

each one being fresh, challenzing, and as nearly »erfect as he can malke

it,
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ldward C, Banks
In temms of invention (Chapter IX) the Bible is tne primary

source Of his non-artistic materials of speakins, but he also includes

materials frorm almost every other facet of life and knowledge. in the

area of "artistic" materials it is noticed that he does not emloy
elaborate processes of reasoning but is direct and simple. He makes
assertions and supports them by Scripture, exaaples from life, and

analogye.

His ethical nroof is strong because he reveals unusual in-
tellectual competence, good will toward all people, and earnest work-

manship; and in the area of emotional proof his practice is to appeal to

the impelling motives that are in harmony with the ethics of
Christianity.

In terms of arrangement (Chapter X) the study shows that

Kennedy employs unusual imagination and variety of design in the dis-

cussion section of his sermons. While there is a sameness in this

section in that there are usually three or four points and they arc
constructed so that they will be prominent, there are other features in

his preaching that prevent this sameness from becoming dull and

nonotonous.

This investization reveals that his style (Chapter XI) is
characterized by conciseness, concreteness, clarity, and simplicity.
fe strives to communicate his messages in the language of cammon people,
in a language that is alive, and in a lanzyuage with "lean and luc:id"3

qualities that bring satisfaction to his auditors.

In terms of delivery this study (Chapter XII) shows that he

enloys the extempore method and speaks without notes. His messapes are

carefully prepared, and their well-constructed outlines are fastened in

his mind so firmly that he can visualize them while he is speaking.,






Ldward C. #anks
The conclusions surzested by this study (Chanter XIII) indi-
cate that Bishop Kennedy has mace a valuable contribution to the field
of preachingz and that, accordins to the accepted norms of modern
rnetoric and homiletics, he is worthy of the high position he occupies
in the Christian pulpit. In the fu‘ure other critics may re-evaluate
his rreaching and draw different conclusions, but from the evidence pre-
sented in this study it appears that his sermonic craftsmanship is of

mreat value to the cause of Christianity at mid-century America.

lTime, Iday 8’ 196“1, p. 7ho

2Kennedy, His Word Through Preaching, p. 3.

3Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 22.
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-~
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skil1ful technical assistancs, and uncers

Camtig

1iding patience,
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PORS X 1
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INTRODUCTION

Statement of Purpose

Bishop Gerald Hamilton Kennedy "is unquestiona»ly amonz the four
or five most dazzling preachers in the U,S., today--an oratorical genius
with a cowrianding baritone, and the pace and timing of a Broadway pro.”
(lime, May 8, 196L, p. k).

This remark about Bishop Kennedy, along with several othsar
descriptive comments and value judgments concerning him and his preache
inz which appeared in a feature article in the May 3, 1964, issuve of
Iime magazine, was the final thrust which motivated this research pro-
Jecte The primary purpose of the study is to analyze Bishop Keunedy's
rhetorical (homiletical) theory and practice (biography, theology,
theories of discourse, and workmanship) with the intent of discovering
the characteristics of his theory and practice in public address which

nave placed him in the first rank of contemporary American preachers
and have made him the "uno’ficial spokesman for Methodism," (Tine, 7L),
a voice to which ten millions of his fellow churchmen, as well as untold

nillions of others in search of spiritual and moral guidance, listen

when he takes the stand.

Definition of Terms
The subject of this study is a man who has been active as a
public speaker, a preacher, and a theologian. Consequently, several
tams from these categories will be used in the study. Those tha‘ will

viii






ix
be used most frequently and the understanding in which they will be

used are listed as follows:

fhetoric

The czlassical defirition of rhetoric, according to Aristotle,
is "the faculty of observing in ary given case the available recans of
persuasion.“l A contemporary definition of rheteric is given by Lonald
Bryant: "Rheboric is the art of adjusting idezs to peonle and people
to ideas."2

These two cefinitions will suffice in giving the general, over=-
all understancding of what the word "rhetoric" means. In genecral it
includes both spoken and written ccrmunication by which people are per-
snaded. DBishop Kennedy has used both of these metheds extensively to
persuade people, but his primec concern is with the spoken word; and it
is to this phase of his work that this study is being directed. There-
fore, "rhetoric" in a limited way will be understood zs "an instrument
by which a speaker can, throuch the apt use of certain ‘'lines of
arpuent' make an acdjustment to a sitnation composed of himself, his

audience, his subject, and the occasion, "3

fanons of hetoric
N——d

The five canons, or constituents, c¢f rhetoric, which will be

OO

employed in this

——

study tor the purpose of descridirpg and analyzing

1Aristotle, fhetoric, Book I, Chapter 2, quoted iIn The Yorl:s of
ﬁryﬂwtle, Vol. XI (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1959). W. D. 1053,
Lutor of translations; W. Rhys translator of Rhetoric.

.2Dona1d Bryant, "Rhetoric: Its Functions and Its 3cope," C.J.S.
X (Leceriver, 1953).

3. Thonssen and A. C. jeird, Speech Criticism {(New York: The
Ronald Press Corpany, 19L8), p. 75.







anc¢ used in accordance with the wayr they have been defined By rhetori-
cal wniters tradition2lly. In order to secure a better conczernt of thc
reaninz of these canons, we shall include here two cefinitiens of each
1

of them; the first taken from De Cratore by Cicero~, an earlv rhetoria-

cian, and the second from Sreech Criticism by Thonssen and 33i:-d2, two

rodern rhetoricians.
l. Iavention:
a, "He [the speaker] ought first to find out what he
should say."3
b. "the investigation, analysis and grasp of the subjecct
matter, « . . the entire inwvestigative undertaling,
the ideca cf the status and the mocdes of percuzsioclie-

logical, emotioral, ethical--in all of their complex

interrelations ! L

2 Disgosition:

2. "[the duty of the spcaker is] next, to dispose end
arrange his matier, not only in a certain orcder, but
<t 5
with a sort of power andé judgment,"
b. the concept of arrangement, of orderly planning and

movement of the whole idea. In this study the term

. . . . 6
"arrangement’ vrill be used in place of "disposition."

’

IMarcus Tullius Cicero, De Oratore (New York: Harper and
Erothers, 1890), p. 173. Translated by J. W. Watson. Bohn Classical

Library Edition,

27 o a s . 3 s .
1onssen and Baird, op. clt Jicerc, One cihe
) 44 —l. — - = ) ——
S“Thonssen and Reird, on. cit. 2Cicero, op. cit.
6 . ‘o .

Thonssen ~nd Baird, ov. cit.
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e

Style:

a2, "[the Cuiy of the cpeaker is] then to clctlie and deck
his thoughts with 1anguage.“1

be the conced’ of expression in lanmuage resulting,

basically, from the cheice of words and their

2
arransement.

Memory :
a, "[the cuty of the spzaker ig] then to guard them in
his memory."3
b. "the speaker's mastary of all his materials in
sequential order.",4
This concept was specially stressed by Hippias, Cicero,
and Quintilian aronz the early rhetoricians. It stressed
the idea of fixinsg the instructions and tlreir arrangement
in the mind of the speaker "with such power of retention
that his discourse may not only ponr into the ears of his
listeners but be engraven on the mental tablets of their
minds.5
Since the time of George Campbell (177%0)"Memory" as a

special canon of speech has practically been dropped from

o

rhetoriczl theory,” anc¢ if it is considered at all, it is
combined with the canon of iLelivery. In the study of 3% sho»
Eennedy's rhetorical theory, this canon of memory cannot be

ignored or passed over -lichtly, as will be scen by the

1n;
Cicero, ope

3Cicero, OD.
b

2Thonssen and Baird, op. cit.

Q o]
[ PR
°

LThonssen anc Baird, op. cit., . 30.

5Tuid, 6Tvid., p. 78.



in “harter VI of Seetion B of +h

5. Lelivery:
a. "[the final funstion is) to deliver it the speech
ca o s nl
witn cue sction « o o
be the elements of vocal utterance and vodily action

employed in the cammunication of a vocal discourse.?2

Homiletics

"The art of preaching; that branch of theolosy which treats of

sermens."  This definition from Vebster's New Collepgiate Dictionary is

cuite appropriate for this study. It speaks of "homiletics" as an art

and also as a branch of theolozy. Both of these concepts of "homiletics"

are founcd in the theory and practice of Bishop Kennedy, What "rhetoric"

is to the art of public speaking, so '"homiletics' is to the art of
preachine; but in Bishon Xennecv's theory there is also a theolcgical

dimension in preaching or homiletics which reaches beyond the usual area

of public address or rhetoric. This point will be discussed at length

in Chapter VI of Section B,

ﬂwologz

This term is composed of two Greek worcds, "Theos" meaning "God"

and "logos" meaninc< thoughts or words. The two words tosether make the

worc "theology," which is defined as meaning words or thoughts about God.

Webster explains the term as follows: (a) knowledge of God and the

Supernatural, and (b) religious knowledge and belief.

. 2 s .
Cicero, op. cit. Thonssen and Baird, op. cit., n.8l.
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Systematic Theolegs

e ——— -

Tnis is "a branch of theolosy in whish knowledme of God 1is

Ill

svshtematized,

Apnlied Theology

Tis is a branch of theology in which the theorebtical knowledge
and beliefs about God and relision are, through the nrocess of pro-
clamation, instruction, and other forms of pastoral ministry, put to
vractical application in the functional behavior of people., In general

"homiletics" is an acadenic discipline which is classified under this

division of theolo=zizal studies,

Linitation of Study

For more than forty years rennedy has been active as a preacher,
a teacher of homiletics, a writer, and a leading church administrator in
America. At the present time he averages 50,700 niles annually on his
admiristrative and lecture tours.2 He has written twenty-three books
participated in nine lectureships in verious seninaries and colleges,
and ranks today as one of the most "respected and influential fizess in
the church. n3 It 4s not within the limits of this study to zive a full
account of his life and accomplishments up to the present time, nor is
it to analyze the various contributions he has mzde tc the Christian
cause in the Twentieth Century. It is the purvose here to select such
data from his life and works that have a relevance to rhetoric and

honiletica, 'Mhile all of his books will come within the realm of this

—

. 1. Berkhof, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids, Michipan:
Willier 2, Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1953), p. 19.

2.Time___;’ MHY 8} 19621’ Pe 770 3Ibid.






xiv
stuly, only those that deal with his life, his theory and practice as a
puhlic spea~r, and his theology anc philosonhy of life will receive
detailed analysis,

Several of his books are cormpcsed of sermons he nas preached
and any cf these serrons could be selected for the critical hormiletical
analrsis of this study, however we have chosen for owr analysis three
of his most recently preached sermons that are availzablz, In fact, the
sarmons we plan to use in this study were chosen, at random, from among
twenty of his sermons that will arpear in a new book he is row (March,
1965) preparing for publication. (Me title of the new book will be
Say This to the People and copies of the three serrons we plan to use
Tor ocur homiletical analysis are in the appendices of this stucy;

Appendices I, II, and ITI,)

Justification of the Study

Intrinsic Merit: The value of this project is easilyv scen in a

day like the present when there are many attractive objects and tanta-
lizing concepts that are competing with each other for man's mind and
emotions, and at the same time when much of sacred rhetoric is suffer-
ing from the disease of sameness, tameness, and lareness. The preaching
of the gospel, which has always been the primary function of *he
Uhristian church, is struggling to maintain its place of interest in
society and even in the church today. Vhen a minister gains prominence
a3 an effective pulpit orabor and as a teacher of other ureachers on
the high level of that peined by 2ishop Kennedy, his theorv and vwractise
are wortny of study. As the characteristics are enumerated and analyzed
a2t have made him 'bright, creative and not stuffy at all"l, perhaps
1Doid.







ha's

other nreachors and teachers ¢f homiletics can gather sorme suggestions

that will help to make their work mecre successful and their preaching a
nore effective instrurent for She Thristian cause today.

Distinctiveness: Up until the present time there has been no

extended researcn study 1ade of 3ishon Kennsdy's honiletical theory and
oractice, Is theolozy, ideazls and sermons have becn the subject of

ray rzzazine articles, but there has been no master's or doctor's study
mac2 of his works Fram this point of view, the zresent stucy appears to

%¢ a justifiable research project.

Sources for the Study
Sources for this study will include the Tcllowing five items:
l. Books written by Bishop Kennedy.
Of the trenty-three books vhich he has written, there

are eight that have specinl relevance to this study.

dis Worc Through Preaching HYarpers 1947
With Singleness of Heart Jarpers 1951

If They Be Prophets Tidings 1952

Who Speaks for God Abingdon 195

God's Good News Harpers 1955

I Believe Abingdon 1959
While I'm On My Feet (autoblography) Abingcon 1753
Tor Freachers and Other Sinners farners 120}
2. Intervisws given this investisator by Bishen Kennedy.
3. Bishop Kennedy's fil=s of horiletical materials.
ho Majazine articles written by Bishop Kemnedy and by others
about him,

5¢ Printec and recorded sermons by 3ishop Kennedy.
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Josearch fwethod

Threc phases of 3ishop dennedy's life and worits will be analyzed
in this nroject. (1) le will be studied a3 o student of public addressa

il v

i training he received and any wnique eniironment or talents he pos-
sessed will be neoiiced. (2) His vorit as a theoriss and teacher of
honilatics i1l be investipgsted. (3) !is performance as a oractitioner
in the ~ulpit will be studisd. ilis rhetorical invention (heologny,
sermon topics, and materisls of developrient), arrangenment, strle, and
the other canons of sneech will be analyzed. In 211 of this an eflort
w11l be mace to discover the qualities and characteristics in his

Zoriletical theory and practice that have brought to him wiusual

Success as a preacher of the CGospel.

Orsanization
The plan of organization tha* will be follcwed in this investi-
Zetion is to divide it into four sections with appropriate chonters in

eich section, The section ard chapters will be as follows:

e

Section

L

: The Man ~nd Ylis Times

— ——r— ———

Chanter I will »resen® a historical background of the coun*r
T )

3. . S . . . . .
and tires in which Bishon Hemnedy has lived and worked with special

errhasys being given to the circumstsnces and issues that #ynear to be

|9

re 3 13 3 . .
Televent o his theory and practice in preaching,

Chapter II will be a study cof th: activitics and ¢avelopment of
the 3§q - . « R
“’isf‘-op's church (The iethodist Church) in America curing the first

half op the Twentieth Century.

Chapter III will present the rhetorical and homiletical bio-
granly oo

L3S0

Bishop Kennedy. A studv of his training in public speaking



1

ol the develorwent of his idess appears to 1o a necessary background
to the understanding of hiz wor's in latcr years,
Chapter IV 1il1 deal with his theology ond philosenhy cf 1ifo,
It is apparent that a study into this material vill be significant to
this study for out of it will ceme much of his maerials of spealiing,
Chapter V will be a consideration cf the “ooks that have been
written by the DBishop with special emphasis beins placed upon the booksg

o

that denl primarily with homiletical theory and wractice.

section B: The lan As = Homiletician

=

Chapter VI will be a stucy of the theories ol rhetoric and
tomile tics which form the fo'mdation for sermonic craftsmanzhip of the
Bishop., It will give consideration to his ccncer® of each of the cone
stituents of rhetoric, and specinsl attention will be given to the
distinction he sees between the concept of rhetoric a:d the concept of
horile ti s,

Chapter VII will investigate the cource of the theeries held by

1"ermedy.

ie.c_t‘_l_o_n _C': The 'an As a Preacher

Chapter VIII studies the 3ishop's prretices and habits in sermon

W‘enp‘ration.
Shapter IX deals with the practice of Bishop Kenncdy in the area
of the

constituent of invention, or the moterials of speaking.

Caapter X studies the practice of the 3ishop in the arca of
4Iran Ement, or raterials of procedurc.

Chapter XI is an investigation of the 3ishep's practice in +hwe

ire o . . .
3 of the constituent of strls, or tie 'mterials of langzuapa.
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Cliazter XII will onresent the prictice of Dishon Kenredy in the
area of delivery, or the aterials ef -resentation. Since "delivery"
is frequently thought of in modern rihctorical theory as includine the
constituent of "memory," it is the plan to consider the twe constituents

together in this chapter.

Section L: Summary ard Conclusions

This section will consist of a sumuary of thlc study of Bishop
fennedy's theory and practice in rhetoric and homilsties that were mece
in the preceding sections of this research project and present the

Specific conzlusions that are dravm lro» the jnvestigation.



SECTION A

THIS MAN AND HIS TIMES
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CHAPTZR I
THE COUNTRY AND TIME3 QF 3ISHOP KEMNJIEDY

Our purpose now is to look at the country in which Bishop
Kennedy grew up and for which he has warm affection, After traveling
on all the continents of the world and visiting in four countries be=-
hind the iron curtain, he wrote,
My traveling has only increased my faith that America is "the
last best hope on earth" , . . « Win or lose, prosper or fail,
I am an American and all that I have belongs to America,
s has chosen to express his devotion to America in the poetic words of
Henry Van Dyke,
So 3 4's home again, and home again, America for me!
My heart is turning home again, and there I long to be,
'In the land of youth and freedom beyond the ocean bars,
Whexre the air is full of sunlight and the flag is full of stars.2
The Methodist movement was first organized as a separate and
Tew denomination here in early American culture. It is from this
country that she has sent out hunareds of her missionaries and millions
0
%t her dollars to carry the Gospel to other lands. She is the wealthi-
¢t and second largest Protestant church in the United States today.3

tier me“‘bership is made up of more than ten miliion American citizens
\

3 lGereCLd H. Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet (New York: Abingdon
‘ress, 1963), De 15)4. —— — o

2.
Toid., p. 153, quoting "America for Me" from The Poems of
e » P » q g Ihe Poems of

3Tinle' ’hy 8’ 196)-1’ Pe. 7ho



and many of these members are influential leaders of the country.
¥ethodism and this nation have grown, struzgled, wept, and rejoiced
together during the past two hundred years. Those events and issues
that have affected one have also affected the other, and it is natural
to conclude that any leader of the lMethodist Church who occupies a
place of importance similar to that occupied by Bishop Kennedy would
2lso be deeply influenced by the issues in society about him and per-
sonally be concerned with national affairs.
One of the marked emphases of Methodism, according to Ralph
Sockman, and attested by history, is its social conscience which "has
kept the church in the forefront of reform movement',s.":l These reforms
have been on all levels of human need, from the improvement of labor
condi tions in the local community to the abolition of war on the inter=-
fational level. With the facts of this close relationship which has
éxisted between the Methodist Church and the United States throughout
the two centuries of both of their existence, it is evident that the
better understanding a person has of one the better he will understand
the other, Also since man is to a large extent the product of his en-
Vil‘onment, it is always helpful in an effort to understand any particu-
lar man  ang evaluate his contributions to socisty, to study the times,
15028 anq events of the environment in which he lived. For this
PIPOSe we are including in this investigation and evaluation of the
Life and works of Bishop Kennedy a brief survey of American history

®ring the first half of the twentieth century.
\‘

1. Rosten (ed.), A Guide to the Religions of America (New

York:  Simen and Schuster, 1955), P. 89.
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The period of history that has been spanned so far by the life
of Bishop Kennecy has been marked by some of the greatest issues,
deepest tensions, most destructive wars, and strangest behavior of
people that were ever experienced by the human family. Knowledge, both
intellectual and technical, has increased at a pace that was never
dreamed of before; and men have been running to and fro on every path
of adventure and achievement, both good and bad that apparently could
be discovered or invented.

In this brief survey of twentieth century American history it
vill be our plan to examine only those events and issues that appear to
be relevant to this research project--such as issues and movements that
are related to the social, intellectual, economic, and spiritual be-

havior of people. Because of the great number of these issues and

Movements in which the American people have been involved, the ones
resented will simply be mentioned with only the necessary facts and

discussion to construct the complexion of the secular environment in

vhich Bi shop Kennedy has lived for the past fifty years. The principal

Sources from which the material for this historical sketch will be

gathered are two books by Frederick L. Allen, Only Yesterday (1931),

id The Bjg Change (1952); Arthur S, Link, American Epoch (1958);
% %ink, cpristian Thought from Erasmus to Berdyaev (1962); H. Wish,
% America--The National Scene Since 1900 (1955), and several

“WTeNY magazines.

The years of history being surveyed appear to break rather

BAUAlly into the following five periods with the indicated character-

Lsties and events:



1000 -- 191 Faith, Hope, and Progress
191 == 1933 World War I and Its Aftermath
1933 = 1939 The Era of the New Deal

1939 == 1945 World War II
1945 == 1965 The Era of Atomic Energy, Cold War,
and the New Reformation

Faith, Hope, and Progress
1900-=191)

The leading editorial in the New York Times dated January 1,
1900, carried this sentence, "The outlook on the threshold of the new
year is extremely bright."l

During the closing few years of the nineteenth century there
had been revolutions in the political, industrial, and agricultural
areas of American life which resulted in twentieth century piogressive
ism,2 These revolutions were between two groups of thinkers. On the
Conservative side were those who "attempted to justify unbridled
capitald sm and the right of big business" as being the sure way to
build g strong and great society.3 Their theories were based on the

"g0spel of wealth" and "social Darwinism." The opposite side took the

Positioma that the government should move out with positive plans that
#ould adJust economic, educational, an¢ other social a®fairs so as to
benefit all the citizens. They asserted that society could be recon=-
structeq by "collective political action."h Out of the struggle between
these two ways of life came a new Americaa way which increased in

Srength ang influence during the early years of the new century.
\

1 .

Frederick Lewis Allen, The Big Change: America Transforms
Itself y 201 Z1g ﬁ
teelf, 1900-1950 (New York: Harper and DBrothers Publishers, 1952),

State ?Arthur S. link, American Epoch: A History of the United
8 Since the 1590's (New York: red A, Knopf, 1958), p. 13.

3
Ibid, LIbid., p. 1.
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Just before the turn of the century the United States became
involved in problems which caused her to break away from her rigid
isolationism. After her short campaign azainst Spain in 1393 she awoke
to find herself a "world power" with colonies in the Caribbean and in
the Far East, and from then on the United States govermment woulu play
an active role in world affairs.

The financial outlook was bright at the dawn of the new century.
The farmers were getting high prices for their produce, and "every barn
in Kansas and Nebraska had a new coat of pa‘Lnt.."1 Railroads were
doubling in value, and the supply of gold from the American mines was
increasing in spectacular proportions. J. P, Morgan and others in his
society "looked confidently forward to an era of stability and common
sense,"  Thege years (1900-191);) were the golcen years of American
development, They were years of comfort, hope, and progress for the
majority of American citizens.3

During this period there were some striking trends in American
Population,t The Pacific states grew in population by 73.5 per cent
Yetween 1900 and 1910, and urban population grew 3L.8 per cent at the
Sane ¥ime, In 1910 more than 55 per cent of Americans lived in cities,

In the American population 88.9 per cent were white and 85.3
Pr cent native-born, and the people were becoming healthier and
walthier each year. Negroes were a smaller proportion of the total
Population in 1910 than they were in 1900, and 85 per cent of them
Uved 4n the South, Immigrants from Furope were coming to America in

evex""‘t“=l‘eas:|.ng numbers and settling in the North and Mid-west. Many
\

lAllen, op. cit., p. 5. °Tbid.
3Link, op. cit., p. 17. b1bsiq,



of these newcoriers worked for iow wages and lived in slum sections of
the large cities, and no one seemed to be concerned about their physi-
cal or spiritual welfax'e.1

At the beginning of this century the people of America still
reflected in their dress and conaduct the Victorian influence of a
former generation. The women, both young and old, were swathed in
layer after layer of clothing from the high collar around their necks
to the long skirts which swept the ground. Their bocies were made into
the shape of an hour-gzlass by the use of a corset which was lockea
arounc their waists like a personal prison. The clothing of men was
also formal and severe. Collars were hizh and stiff; and shirts had
detachable cuffs which, like the bosoms, were macde stiff with starch,

When an ummarried young lady went out in the evening, she was
always accompanied by a chaperone; and females were never seen in a bar
or smoking room, Sexual behavior and information were surrounded by
strict Silence, and "the large majority of American women entered mar-
rlage with only the vaguest--and often the most terrifying--notion of
At it woulg :'.nvvalve."2 Despite Freudianism this moral code did not
Profice a generation of inhibited neurotics, and it is interestinz to
fote that there was only one divorce for every 12.7 weddings in those
days,3

The everyday life of Americans was vastly cifferent a half of a
€Iy ago from what it is today. The people traveled by railroad,
trolley car, and horse-drawn vehicles. When they arrived at their
d‘m"inationa, there were a few clumsy telephones, no radios or tele-

i .
aion, and no syndicated newspapers or mass circulation magazines to

\
Ullen, loc. cit. 2Ibid., p. 13. 31bid.




keep them informed and up to Gate with the times. 3Since electricity

way scarce auc available only to the mest prosperous, many people still
used gas and oil lamps in their homes for light; and, of course, no cne
had electric washing machines or refrigerators., If one was fortunate
he had a bathtub anc coulc imierse his body in it once a week (Saturcay
night) for a bath, Among tobacco users the custom was more chewing and
less mnolr:ing.:l Sports consisted of bunting, fishing, camping, swimming,
and contests such as target shooting, wrestling, and racinz. Swimming
usually took place in muddy ponds and danierous rivers. There were no
public libraries, Y.M.C.A.'s, Boy Scouts, or rezular places to play
ball at that time. However, there was a great interest in tennis and
bicycle riding.2 The anmial income of the average American farily was
in the neighborhood of four or five hundred dollars, and the lahoring
pecple worked ten hours a day, six days a weel:,

The spirit of hore and progress that was so evident in America
at the +upn of the century was seen in a marked way also in the educa=
tional ang religious interest of the people. In 1900 there were 5,000
Pblic schools in the United States with 570,000 pupils, whereas by
Bl there were 11,500 schools with 1,218,307 students. During tuis
%7€ Period of time enrollment in American colleges and universities
rose fron 109,929 to 216,L93, and the acaderic qualiiy of education wes

raiseg . . .
8¢ to a high level as a result of the formation of rezicnal ecduca-

i
nal ag sociations.

No longer was the United States a cultural appendaze of Iurope
the field of higher education. lo longer did Americans have

\
lIbid., p. 21. zIbid.’ po 250 BIbid-, po 27.

hldnk’ OE. Cito, Pe 31-
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Lo 20 to Germany for rrzduate training, In fact, the day was
not far distant when Armcrican scliolarsiip could clainm pre-
eriirence in many finrlds.d
In 1900 the American economy was operating under the principle
of unbricled capitalism. 1t is true that the Sherman Anti-trust Act
vas written in the law books in 1890, but it was ineffective in curting
the trend in big business.? The philosophy of "Classical Zconomy" con=
tinued to dominate American industry and business. This philosoply,
being built around two words: industry and frugality, and resting upon
%enjamin Franklin's cliche "Cod helps tucw that help themselves,"
worked upon the principle that if a person vorked hard and long, lived
shrewdly, and saved his pennies, he would become wealthy, powerful, and
lonorable, Anc¢ if 2 person was voor, he was looked upon a3s "a viectim
of his owm laziness, stupidity, or profligacy."3 let the laws of
économics work unhindered; and if they showered blessings upon sore
Miile only crumbs fell upon others, this was part of God's design.h
Tre idea +hat business was "no affair of govermment" was
gensra 1] 5 accepted. There wzs no Departrent, of Lator, no Departient of
CO:mech’ no Federal Trade Corrission, and no Federal Reserve System;
ot the nionopoly of big business on industry and the mastery of Wall
Street of Congress in Washington were already geinz too far, and voices
of Yarning bepan to be heard, It was a strange act indeed, when in
1392, the mgovboy President” Tedcy Ro 1t, helped to settle a coal
y Presiden edcdy Roosevelt, helped to settle a coa
strike, lle had no legislative right to "stick his nose" into this af-

fadr ANnd agsist the cause of the "formentors of anarchy, w5 but he did;
e ——

11bid., p. 33.

21len, op. cit., p. 75. 3Tbid., p. 65. UIbid., p. 62

5Tbid., p. 81



1
nd his act started ideas srovins in minds of rany thoughtful citizens,
The "filterinzedown" financial policiles oi’ the classical econonists
were soon to face, in a dezath struggle, tie new and popular "bubbling-
wp" policies of Socialism. In 1912, in the election of Woodrow Wilsen
tv the Democratic narty to the Presidency of the Thited States, these
ideas of a new, prosressive theory of economics for America received
additional support which preparecd the way for the reforms and changes
in business and industry that followed “orld Yer 1'.:l

This, the last part of our brief survey of American history in
the verioc froam 1970 to 191);, will be involved with the spiritual and
philosophizal interests and developments of the period. Since this is
the perioc in which Cerald Kenredy was born and received his first.
spiritual impressions, it appears that this phasc of the early histori-
cal background of his life will have special sicnificance to cur stucy.

Christianity entered the twentieth ceniury pretty well scarred
an¢ brui seq by the battles she had passed through during the lazt part
of the Nineteenth century. These hattles had been fousht with
Danmsm, Marxism, 3cientific raterialism, and 3ecular skepticism.

Thy . s
% Newr "igngt had been such strens inroads into former Christian

territory "that by 191l prebably a larze rajority of American intellec-
+
*als Woulg have disavowed Christian beliefs."® The Church which had

Spent so uch time and energy in former decades defending her dogmas
‘\

Califo lIn the year 1912 the Kennedy family moved from Michigan to
lackinmia' At this time Gerald was five years old. His father,
an uni% in formal education, sickly, and poorly adjusted to life, was
e angt‘lnate victim of the "filtering-down" finsncial policy of that
Yke it is our assumption that his move to the West was motivated,
cial Ousands of others, by a desire to elevate the economic and so-
€vel of his family.

2
Iink, op. Cito’ Pe 33.
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now turned to ethics. She became anthrcpocentric anc concerned about

the social gospel.

American Protestantism largely abandoned literal fundamentalism
and rediscovered the ancient Christian message of social rishts,
while the Roman Catholic Church expanded its ministrations to
the po-:sx'.1

Lespite tre battles and changing emphases of the Church, she
crew substantially in nunbers, infiuence, and wealth during this firat
reriod of the twentieth century. The Baptis® and Methodist were the
larzest and most powerful Protestant churches, but the most spectacular
development cduring the perioc was the zrowth of the Catroliec Church in
the United States. From 1390 to 1916 her rembership grev from
1,3L3,136 to 15,721,315, while over the same period the total Protes-
tant srowth was Crom 29,357,303 to 26,205,039, This tremencous
Catholic Zrowth was largely the results cf immigration fron Eurcpe.2
Yor nas the Catholic Church, during this period, torn by internal dis-
sension op theolosical disnutes. "Modernism simply did not exist in
Anerican Catholicism,"

For American Protestantisn the spirit of prozressive chanze was
Seen on every side. There was a steady stream of new divisions and
“ffshoots. e larzer denorinations were being divided between the
tmdi‘f‘iol"&!ﬁl:lsts and the modernists, with the "modernists taling the
aseendancy, wh Many of the offshoots were developing into holiness and

ente . . . .
P tostal sroups. An interesting characteristic of the nmodern, or

lter, . . . .
al, Protestants from tie various cencminations was their abili*y
Y

angd
wi-'Llingness to unite with each other and work together in
\

1, 2 Thid.
3 bta. bryig., pe 3h.

I
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12
establishing worthy rrojects. As a result of this cooperative attitucde
the Y MoCoAsy *he Y.W.C.A., the American Bible Society, anc, in 1909,
the Tederal Council of Churches of Christ in America care into ferra=-
tion, The Anti-Saloon Leayue was male up cf rembers from all the large
Protestant denominations in the United States, and this orzanization
went into politics so deeply to outlaw the driaking of alcoholic
beverases that in many states the separation between church and state
2lrnost ceased to exist.t

While there were still many Chris*ian people in the churches
Wwho tanght and practiced the tenets of primitive fundamentalism,2 and
they continned their warfare against the theories of evolution and
secular materialism and also azains’ their liberal brethren, in general
Christianity was more involved in the social jospel than in scriptural
eXegesis in the early period of the twentieth cen’m.u‘y.3
The lsadinz Amsrican philoscphers of the early twentis=th cen-
bury were. Jures, Dewey, anc Royce, and they--
Sought to formulate a creed for a democracy that would cast off
the Paralyzing view thal mankind could not work out ansuwers to
fundamental provlens. They offered hope and confidence for a
Werle then in process of beirz born.l
James and Dewey conceived systems of philesophy knovn as prag-
matism, This systen held that the truth or value of an idea or act is

to be Measured by its workability anc its consequence; and since each

"N 18 free to establish pragmatic values for himself, this is the
\

]M. s Pe 37.

2 et b d ;
practy _Keanedy's parents were among those Christians who taught and
C&C the tenets of primitive furdniontalism,

3Allen, op. cit., p. 3lL.
thido, Pe L2,



e leals, e

R WAL EL

So fasad
x ‘O.I‘ ‘0"1'1. o

< e -. 4.

“emet W8 ‘
vam sl oemizans,

e men

i . v
SLERIEE LIV
SR

) “0 /ey




“nhilesophy of ultimate indivicualism."l Royce held to the supreme

importance of iceals.,
Measurinz the new apainst the eternal, he chose the eternal and
the absolute., And the ideal that raised man ahove the level of

animal was_the ideal of loyalty--of cevotion, selflessnsss, and
sacrifice.”

These were the ideals, he asserted, that would give "an impelling
quality and sense of directness to democracy."

In the field of music, America was beginning to develop "rag-
Ynme," the ancester of "jazz," and in art a form known as "mocdernism"
was ceming to the front. Sculptors of the period were raising their
art to a new level of eminence, The seated Lincoln of the Lincoln
Yemorial in Washington, D.C., was produced, American architects bepan
designing skyscrapers around the turn of the century, and tall fingers
f steel and masonry have been reaching upward ever since.

This was the spirit in which the people of America lived,
Wrked, and wershipped during the first period of the twentieth century.
They vere optimistic, ready to challenze and attack any problem, ready
W change 014 concepts and adopt new ones, above all growing into a
neW world power,

World War I and Its Aftermath
1914--1933

While Eurone was mobilizing her armies for World War I,
Arerican Deace talks were expreasing their loftiest sentiments,
Hilliam Jennings Bryan, who had preached the ideals of the Prince of
Ponce for many years, was now ready to put his ideals intc practice as

TeYary of State in President Woodrow Wilson's cabinet. Edward Ginmn,
\\_‘

L, 2 Tpdd.

——




1
the schooloook publisher, spent vast foritunes in various educational
endeavors to promote world neace, and climaxed his work in 1710 with
the endowment, of the World Peace Foundation.l Ancdrew Carnegzie estadb-
lished "the Carmegie Endowment for International Peace as a gift of
$10 million to the cause of peace."2 He also contributed most of the
funds needed for the erection of the Pan American 'hion building (a
peace project) in 1910, and in 1913 he presented the world peacemakers
with the Palace of Peace at The Hague.

The Kaiser of Germany met the suggestion of a treaty, which was
made by Colonel House of the United States, with these words, "Our
strength lies in being always prepared for war at a second's notice;
and vhen Colonel House came back home from Berlin he wrote, "It is
militarism run stark mad."3 The European tindervox flared into the
blazes of World War I on June 28, 191l; and within a few weeks! time
Rugsia, France, and England faced Austria-Hungary and Germany in deadly
¢mbat on land and sea.

On August L, 191, President Wilson proclaimed the neutrality
of Alﬂerica; but it was impossible for the eleven million peonle of Ger-
"N and Astro.fungarian parentage to be anti-German and for the four
nllon TIrigh-Americans to keep from being anti-British. Besides this
the i teq States was facing a serious depression when the war began,
and the OPportunity to sell huge orders of munitions to the Allies was
accepted ¢ a timely solution to this financial problem. The next few

m
S demonstrated the danser of this kind of "neutral" traffic.
\ -

1900 (Nelﬂar\rey Wish, Contemporary America: The National Scene Since
‘€W York: Harper and Srothers PublIshers, 1955), p. 187.

®Ihiq, 31bid., p. 188.
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These and many more provocations from all sides of the conflict con-
tinted to push the United States closer and closer to the brink of war
until on April 6, 1917, a state of war was declared between the United
States and Germany.

Innately Wilson was a pacifist; and while it was his sad for-
tune to Jead America into the war, from the very beginning of this
tragic e xperience his thoughts and heart were focused upon the peace
for the world that would come when the fighting was over. He continued
to Spealc of the new era of world cooperation, of the war to end all

Wrs and to make the world safe for democracy. He assured the world

that America's aim in the war was to be the champion of the rights of
ranking and bring about a peace that would guarantee political liberty
b0 aly pep,

Many Americans fought in World War I with the dedication of an
€Vangelist fighting for a righteous cause, but their reform spirit and
€Vangelical fervor were pretty well used while fighting in the war to
®nd a)] wars and make the world safe for democracy. Consequently, they
Aid not have much of either spirit or fervor left to work for world
Peace and political liberty after the war was over. The reformers
Lought long enough tc zet ratification of the woman suffrage amendment
and the Prohibition amendment; and then it appeared that their spirit
to reform was gone, their ovancelical impulse was spent, and Shey were
ready to rest a while, take thin:;s a 1little more easily and enjoy wiat
they already had. There was not even enough spirit of reforn left to
support the President's League of Nations project. "The revolt of the

American conscience was ovcr."l

1Allen, ope_cit., pe. 105.
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Things did not remain juiet and restiml in Amcrica after the
war, many new developments and issues being on their way and coming
faste One item that began to be felt was the income tax. Provision
had been made by Congress during the presidency of Taft for a federal
income tax, but it was not imposed until Wilson did it in 1913.1 Howi=
ever when it was imposed the rates were so low the tax was hardly felt,
but by 1920 it was beginning to make an influence in American finances,
In that year it ylelded ten times as much money to the government as
did the customs, and it has continued to climb each year until in more
recent times it has become an important factor among the "instruments
for the redistribution of wealth in America."?

Among the people of America there were some interesting and
significant statistics. Birth rates were going down, and health was
improving, Male life expectancy increased from forty-six years in 1501
to fifty-eight in 1930.3 There was a sharp decline in farm population
and great increase of population in the cities and towns. Negroes were
Moving from the South to the cities of the North. By 1930 twenty per
nt of American Negroes lived in northern cities.t

During the years 1920 and 1921 there was a brief depression,

%t soon the necessary post-war adjustments were made and economy began
' rise again, Bach year became better with the industrial boom, and
n Clasges of people in America had never had things so good; but then
te cragy came, and the nation landed in the Great Depression of 1929,

A
%dn €conomic adjustments were made, and this time experience and
\

lIbid., p. 1%. 2Ibid.’ p. 1070

314nk, op. cit., p. 296.
b1pid,
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disappointment over former adjustments were used as a guide, with
america beginning to rise again on a more permanent road to recovery,

It was during this post-war period that American industry began
to apply some of the principles and plans that had previously been suge-
gested on Industrial Management and Technology. Henry Ford first de=-
veloped the assembly line method in putting his Model T Ford together,
Joon this method was adopted in every industry where it would work,

There was also a phenomenal growth in use of electric power and machine
ery, and as a result the factories and farms were able to produce
larger volume with fewer laborers in shorter hours and with easier
wrk, This meant more produce, more money, and more free time for
masses of people.

Some things were invented and developed during this period
¥hich leaves one at a loss for words to describe and evaluate the signi-
ficance of the social and economic changes that came with them. They
are of such immense proportions that they can only be mentioned here:

te great automobile industry with the improved roads, service stations,
burist camps, etc., that go with it; the radio industry with the great
mwoPRS, music, advertising, elections, news, etc., made possible by it;
the aviation industry with its revolutionary effects upon methods of
¥rfare and world travel; the motion picture industry with its effects,
good aAnq evil, on morals, education, and recreation; the great banking
¥stem 4 care for the financial needs of big business which became too
Mg for a1 Street.

Another characteristic of the post-World War I generation of
lmm'i“-&us was rebellion against the Christian ethics and standards of a

former generation. This rebellion developed into a revolution in
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morals and customs., While there were many causes for this revolution,
the following have been listed as the most outstanding: wartirme ex=-
citement and its aftermath; increased drinking cdespite the eighteenth
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, prohibiting the
manufacturing, sale, and drinking of alcoholic beveragesy automobiles
vith thelr extended opportunity for love-making far beyond that offered
by the front room or a park benchy the new freedom for women to leave
their home responsibilities and work in offices and industryy and the
phenomenal spread of the teaching of Sigmund Freud, which was popularly
understood or misunderstood to mean that the "main cause for maladjusted
personalities was the suppression of the sexual desflres."1 "Indeed, 1if
there was any single striking phenomenon of the twenties, it was the
popular obsession with sex. n2,3
This obsession was stimulated by the "confession magazines," a
new form of literature on the American news stands; the movies; and the
Modern dance which had cascaded downward from the graceful waltz to the
"Charleston." Women began smoking and drinking along with the men.

The e Skirts and hair became shorter and they used more lipstick and
Touge o

1929 4
\

Divorce increased from 81 per 1000 in 1900 to 163 per 1000 in

1mbid., p. 319. 2Ibid,

1913 3This period of U.S. history (World War I and Its Aftermath
f°ma1933) was also the period in which Gerald Kennedy received his
his P}x education. He started his first grade in 1913 and he received
devor, «D. in 1934. Throughout those years he was an earnest student,
Schoot Christian, and a hard worker for he had to work his way through
1“01\17; There was not much time for social 1life and he did not become

whic d in the rebellious attitude toward morals and social customs
N were characteristic of that period.

hLink, OE. Cito. Pe 320,
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By 1930 the crest of this wave of rcbellion seemed to have
passed, and people began to settle down., Again they began to realize
the true meaning of life and to salvage some of the enduring values of
Christian ethics and custams, Along with all the secular activities of
the period the churches were active also., Their membership grew more
rapidly than the overall population of America. The city churches grew
larger, and the country churches grew smaller. Protestantism was grow-
ing almost twice as fast as Catholicism, and among the more than two
hundred Protestant bodies in 1926 the Baptists and Methodists still led
the vay and accounted for the largest increase in membership.l
In theology and points of emphases the Protestant churches were
continuing to change in the direction that was started in the pre-war
period. A large majority of Protestant clergymen had abandoned their
belief in the inerrance of the Scriptures and many other tenets of the
traditional Christian ereed. Emphasis was removed from theology to the
"g0spel of social service." They were finding support in the contempo-
Ty studies in the fields of anthropology and social psychology "to
Prove that the Judeo-Christian ethical system was the way of life that
‘ld best stand the pragmatic test of long=run human experience,"® and
they Were making use of these new intellectual insights to confront the

noral rebellion of the age.3
\

1Tbide, pe 333. 2Tbid.

o the 3These new intellectual insights were making great impressions
he American seminaries while Kennedy was a theological student and
it ,:3 affected, First, while at Pacific School of Religion, he found
have Cessary to break loose from "a stultifying fundamentalism" and
‘Ndna taste of liberalism. At Hartford Theological Seminary he was im-
ol di%d to neoorthodoxy and the social gospel. He gives Neibuhr the
%t for saving him from a shallow social gospel and when he goi
Bl the various schools of theology he came out believing that the

““?": is a trussworthy revelation from God and that the theology of John
Y was about righs for him,
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A few other areas of tension must be mentioned before we leave
this postewar period. There was the "Red Hunt" tension, caused by a
fear that socialism or cormunism was undermining the American way of
life and its democratic government, with the result that people saw, or
thought they saw, something "Red" associated with every unusual situa-
ticn, This fear and tension reached its climax in the $acco-Vanzetti
drama in which two Italian radicals by these names were accused and
arrested for the crime of killing a paymaster and his guard at a shoe
factery in Massachusetts. The trial and sentencing of these two incon-
spicuous men for a crime that was cormon in every American city was
publicized and debated by vehement propagandists on both sides of the
cases Some hotly urged that all radicals should be "strung up" on
Zeneral principles, while others contended that the rights of minorities
st be "serupulously protected" for in this was the test of a derocrat-
ie country,l
A strong Anti-Ivolution Crusade was started in the early twen=-
Ues. Its leading spokesman was William Jennings Bryan, and the cru-

saders were mostly fundamentalist Christians from the rural areas.
Their

ing

Chief aim was to have the states pass laws prohibiting the teach-
°f the evolutiorary hypothesis in the tax-supported schools. They
xMsm‘ﬁd that the teaching of this unproven hypothesis of athiestic
lentigig vas undermining the faith of the children of Christian tax-
yers, Liberal leaders in the churches and schools met the fundamen-
tahsts and fought courageously for academic freedom. By 1925 the anti-
evolutionj_st.s had won their only victory, and that was in the state of

ht
‘Messee. Immediately after the law prohibiting the teaching of the
—————

tee 1p e Lo Allen, Only Yesterday:An Informal Histery of the Nine-
N Twenties (New S RTBTve RIbown Books, Inc., 1931), p. 86.
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evolutionary hypothesis "the American Civil Liberties Union offered to
finance the defense of any Tennessee teacher who would test the consti-
tutionality of the statu’oe."l A young biology teacher in Dayton,
Tennessee, John T. Scopes, accepted the offer, taught evolution in his
classroom, and "the state was set for one of the greatest forensic
tattles of the century."2 When Bryan was invited to join the prosecue
tien, he accepted and joyfully declared "This is a matter for the
nation,” The defense counsel secured the services of Clarence Darrow,
a famous trial lawyer from Chicago., The trial turned out to be a verbal
duel between the agnostic Darrow and the fundamentalist Bryan. Scopes
was declared a lawbreaker and fined, Bryan died during the trial; and
after several other hard and bitter battles in other Southern states,
the crusaders' spirit faded and the cause was lost to the liberals.
Another cause of tension during the twenties was the activity
of the Klu Klux Klan, which had been reorganized under a blazing cross
°n Stene Mountain near Atlanta, Georgia, in 1915, At first its growth
¥as slew, but in 1920 two Klansmen who were expert organizers began to
¥rk for larger fees and more members, and they were successful on both
Points, Tnat year the Klan received 100,000 new members.3 This organ-
L2ation stood for the supremacy of white, native-born Americans; and it
vas Anti_Catholic, Negro, Red, and Jew. Protestant Americans had a
M8torie fear of Catholics, and the Klan thrived by keeping this fear
agiht“d. Also the Klan was set on "keeping the Negro in his place."h

N the hilarious twenties the Klan found a faverable climate in
\

lLi-nk’ ©De cit.y Pe 338,

21pid, 3Ibid., p. 3L1.

bish, op, cite, p. 286.
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which to work but as the abnormal excitement and fears of the people,
vhich were part of the aftermath of the war, began to evaporate, and a
sense of security came back into their hearts agair, the Klan's appeal
lost its attraction and it went the same way as other "iams" and sinis-
ter movements,

This most confusing and flamboyant period of the twentieth cen-
tury ended in the Great Depression. There were many related causes for
the financial panic that struck America and the World in the fall of
1929 and lasted until 1933, but the basic cause was said to be the
"economically unsound peace treaties"l that disrupted the economy of
Europe, New hepe came to the Americean businessmen when the Republican
statesman, Herbert Hoover, was elected to the Presidency of the United
States in 1929, but his election appeared to be too late to avoid the
crash, Consequently during the month of October, 1929, the bottom
dropped out of the financial structure of America; and every aspect of
her economic 1life was grievously cffected. By 1932 the industrial pro-
duction of America was down 51 per cent below the peak it had reachad
following the war, and unemployment reached the figure of 1,000,300
aring the early part of 1933.°

The social impact of the depression was serious. Tobacco con-
sumption and divorce rates went up, while marriages and birth rates

declined, Family tensions mounted, and the educational system received

. 3
‘amazing setbackse-

———

1Ibid., pe L0O9.

2I‘ink’ OPe Cit.. Pe 359.

3_Ibid" p. 361.
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By voic= and deronstration the masses of suflering peorle cried
out for help, vhile the hones® but "inept politician™ Herbert Hoover
unyieldingly held (too lorg) te his philosonty of "rugred individualism®
ancé "strongly opposed any mcasure that would transfer responsitility
for social alleviation from localities and states to the federal govern-
ment., nl Sventually he saw that the zravity of the situation wss too
great for local zovernments or indivicduzl btusinesses to solve and that
some definite action was neccessary on the rart of the federal govern=-
renty, but by this time he had "lost the confidence of a larpge majority
of the American people," and millions of them had turned their eyes

and hopes toward a new future when they, and "not businessmen and
bankers, would make the important economic decisions, "2
The Ira of the New Deal
1933--1939
In the election of a President in 1932 the American people re-

Jected the conservative leadership of Hoover and big business in the
federal government, and they turned to "a new progressive alliance™
which placed the government into the hands of "a new leader and a party
leng out of power."3 By this action at the polls the people of the
"ited States placed Franklin D, Roosevelt in the White House and
brought to their country a "New Deal." When this new President 1ifted
his vibrant voice and saic, "The only thing we have tc fear is fear
lt%elf," a feeling of assurance came to indebted farmers, bankrupt
b“S:‘-“e’sﬂmen, and hungry people standing in breadlines, and soon there

vere vigorous steps taken to put America on the road to recovery,

——

osd., p. 365.

2Ibid., pe 373.
bid., p. 377.
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There were two phases to the New Deal, DTuring the first phase
(1933 to 1935) the new govermment Tollowed a prozram which souzht to
weld togethsr "the various corponents of progrescivism into a solid
ccalition.™ This task was accomplished with "ceceptive ease" because
of the dire energency the country was in cduring 1233 anc all psrties
vere demanding action of some kind; but when the eye of the depression
storm had passed over and thinzs began to look better, the coslition
fell apart and this necessitated the second phase of the New Deal,
vhich lasted from 1935 to 1939, In this phase the President abandoned
rany of his earlier policies and formed a new alliance consisting of
farmers, workinomen, forces of social Jjustice, and the unemploy=d; and
vith this alliance "set in motion the most far-reaching program of
federal social and econoric lezislation in American histor-y."l
Roosevelt was said to be narrow intellectually, averse to harc,
logical thinking, "preferring intuition to reason in solving difficult
problems."2 He could think in breoad terms and was willing "to try
about any experiment, in order to achieve his goals." His great
strength as a leader was found in his ability to commuricate directly
¥ith people and radiate warmth and confidence in their hearts., Ye was
able to express great ideas in simple language. Above all, he pos=
%essed "an uncanny ability to know and understand what the people
Wanted and the courage to dafy powerful forces of privilege and fight
for measures of social and economic justice."3
The story of the abandoning of old policics and the acdoption o2

e ones which were accormplished so quickly under the New Deal, along

——

Ybi., p. 381. 2Tbid., p. 383.
3niq,
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with all of its reforms and socialized projects are well told in the
current. books on American history, and it will not be necessary to
repeat them here. The purpose of including this section in our brief
survey of contemporary American history is not to present a list of
things that transpired during the first six years of Roosevelt's presi-
dency, but to emphasize the fact that these transpiring events were
evident of a significant change in the philosophy of govermment and

the industrial, business, and social customs of the American people,
Roosevelt's "New Deal" brought about "the full flowering of social
justice progressivism™ in the United States. It was done by free
cebate and objective reporting of events, with the channels of exposure
ané criticism kept open.2 This process of governmental reform which
changed so many policies and deep-rooted concepts without destroying
derocracy itself has demonstrated the sireng®h of the American demo-
eratic way of life and also proven that democracy can "effect funda-

Pental institutional changes without recourse to revolution, purges,

and executions., "3

World War II
1939-=1945

It was in 1931-1932 that the first important assault was mace
pon the peace structure that was established after World War I, This
Was Japan's occupation of Manchuria, which was her "first move in a
%ld plan to destroy China's independence."h The Western Powers voicad
their protest to this act of military azrression on the part of Japan;

and consequently on February 2L, 1933, Japan withdrew from the League

——

bid,, pe LOO. 2Tbid., p. Ll6.
3
L‘:&E’ thldo. Fe h5'1.

.
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of Nations.l Through its 3ecretary of State, Henry L, Stimson, the
United States let Japan and the worlcd know that she would follow "the
doctrine of nonerecommition of territorial and political chanzes

effected for military f‘orce,"2 and it was the maintenance of a policy

ir hamneny with this doctrine that eventually culminated in war between
the United States and Japan.,

At the same time that Japan was making assaults upor. world

peace in the COrient, the Nazi party was rearming Cerrany and repuci-

ating the terms of the Versailles Treaty. This action gave America as

well as the other friencly nations in western Lurope grave concerm.
In addition to these problems, the United States was having consider-
able trcuble with all the Frropean powers that had refused to pay their
debts from the first erld War,

While the war cloucs were getting darkor in other parts of the
world a remarkadle achiecvement was carried forward to completion in
the Western lHemiszphere, This was the establishrment of the so-called
"Good Neizhbor Policy," which was, to some degree, "a mutualization of
the tonroe Doctrine,"3 to cover the peace and territories of all the
tountries of the Americas in the event that they should bhe attacked,

As the international situation throupghout the world zrew mecre
tense, the American people became more Jetermined in their insistence
on isolationism, The evenls ot Versailles had dis-usted Americans
azaln with the policies of Buropean lawmakers, and furthermore during

4
he 192015 there developed amorna sorie American intellectuals a zuilt

©orplex over the part their nation took in World War I and the peace

1big, 2Ibids, p. LSO,

3Ibid., pe L59.
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treaty that followed it. Some American historians had been studying
the causes for the war ancd had decided, upon the evidence they had
discovered, "that Germany had been among the powers least responsible
for the tragedy." If Germany was not responsible for the war, they
reagoned, then "the Versailles Treaty was a monstrous frauc and
injus‘:,:’Lce."1 This "new" history strengthenec the Jetermination of the
Americon pecplic not Lo wecore involved in the aflfairs of "degznerate™
Zarope azaln. Another development that added strength to the isola-
tionists ' arguments was "an investigation of the arms traffic and its
illecedly sinister influence in world nolitics.' This thesis was put
forth "that wars were always priwarily economic in origin," All thess
tiings together set off a wave of exciteman! among thousands of
thoughtful Americans who "resolved that such tragic mistakes should

not happen again, n2

Daspite efforts of noble statesmen to maintain American isovla-
tionism and world peace, by 1935 the international situation was such
that world peace was in great danger and Anarican isolationism was
becoming more irpossitle,  Japan was pushing her war deep into China,
Htler had denounced all tae provisions of the Versaillns Treaty anc
Y3 rearming chrm.ny,3 and Mussolini was in the process of launching
i3 invasion of Ethiopla, Waile the learue of Nations dehated, the
244re380rs pushed forward their military campaisns. World tension

Wtsd with the passing of ¢z day. Tiera weiw prrtisan guarrels and

————

1
Itid,, r. 163, 21014, pe L6h.

o EKerm.‘_a.:’xy yas in Germany in 1336 while Htlor was rising teo
;_;;1‘;‘ Soldiers were sverywhere and he awoke almost every morniag o
AT M8 sound of marching, singing ryoeuth preparing for Verld War IT.
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cedates which divided ithe American reople at home; and their statesmen
traveled over the worlcd fron conference to contferencz encdeavoriag to
avold another World War, but evenis began to stack up so fast that the
second world-wide holocaust became inevitable., There were the Panay
incident on the Yangtze River, the Munich Crisis, Dunkirk followed by
"lood, toil, tears, and sweat," the fall of France, lend-lease,
Atlantic Charter, American oil, scrap iron and sieel for Japan, the
Burma Road, and Pearl Harbor on Lecember 7, 1741, at 7:55 a.m.l America
vas in the war with Japan; and by uecember 11, Hitler and Mussolini hacd
Joined with Japan. The shocked and enraged Anmericans ceased their
icealistical debates over isolationism and foreign policies and united
their strength into one mighty army to fizht grimly for survival and to
w11 the war Japan had started.?

T™is war for survival was the most staggering task America had
faced since her war for freedom; but she possessed enormous resources,
great and couragseous political and military leaders, and unity on the

home front, With these assets the American people "took the war in

——

lAt the time of the Pearl Harbor attack Kennedy was pastor of

10 Pirst Mgthodist Church in Palo Alto, California. He lived throuzh
the West Coast blackouts and learned how dark a city can become when
t‘{‘e lights are out and the youns men are leaving for war, but he said
;:er‘e was a miraculous sense of unity that developed overnizht. (\'ﬂ*.:'.'l_‘_a.
=0 On liy Feet, p. 65.)

%In his book While I'm On My Fest, p. 6L, Kennedy tells of the

erious soul-searching and inner turmoll he had at this time. During
g;fzil:;ry days he looked at war as a racket promoted by runition makers,

is war was something different and he seriously asked himself the
Question, "What do I believe about pacifism and the Christian response
' war?t po decided that there were great principles by which a man
;“;St Uve but that God, man, and the situation of the rnoment mus% decide
u"’ these principles must be applied. !e was also impressed at that

M€ With the fact that "life is bizger than our logic."
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stride, without emotional excitement or hysteria."l More than 15
million men and women served in the armed forces belore the end of the
war; and they were the best paid, best clothed, and by 1543 the best
equipped fighting soldiers in the world.2 Before victory care in 19I5,
America had lost 253,573 of her fipghting men and women by death. In
addition to this there were 651,0l2 who were wounded, 114,205 taken as
prisoners, and 65,334 missing. The price of victory was high, but the
lcsses of the enemy were higher. Germany and ltaly had lost by death
alone 373,600, and Japan had lost 1,093,000.3

At the beginning of the war American scientists were lagging
behind Luropean scientists in such areas as electronic devices, radar,
rockets, jet propulsion, and atomic fissionj; bui by 1941 the Office of
Scientific Research and Developrment was organized and the research and
experiment race began between American and German scientists for secret
and more powerful weapons. Both were working for a bomb that would
employ the principle of atomic f:i.ssion;h but toward the end of the race,
whiile American and British planes were bombing the German atomic plants,
Allied scientists, assisted by key German scientists, including Dr.
Albert Zinstein, whom Hitler had expelled, were secretly workins on the
bomb in the security of American soil. Their :oal was finally achieved
when the first atomic explosion took place secretly July 15, 1945, at

the Alamogordo Air Base in New Mexico.? This was two months after the

—

Uink, American Epoch, p. 503. 2Ibid., p. 505.
BIbido, Pe 5%-

liish, op. cit., p. 58k

SIbid., p. 585.
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defeat of Gemrmany, and three months and four days after the sudden ueath
of Franklin D, Roosevelt at his Warm Springs, Georpia, home April 12,
1945. This explosion marked the beginniny of the Atomic Age.

On V-E Day, May 3, 19L5, following the collapse of Germany,
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Commander-in-chief of the combined Allied
forces in the European theater of the war, represented the United States
at the French schoolhouse in Reims when the German officers signed the
unconditional surrender papers. Harry S. Truman and his "Fair eal"
became the successor of Roosevelt and the New Deal,

On July 26, 195, the Potsdam Leclaration was delivered to Janan
in vhich she was told to make an unconditional surrencer immediately or
be annihilated.l The new secret weapon was reacy, and America's new
president was reacy to use it, if necessary, in order to bringz about a
quick termination of the war. Janan rejected the demand; and on August
5, 1945, an Atomic bomb was dropned on Hiroshima, leaving 73,000 peonle
dead and sixty per cent of the city destroyed. Three davs later the
second Atomic bomb was droppec. This time it was on Nagasaki, leaving
40,000 dead and one third of the city cestroyved. Cn Ausust 10, Japan
swrendered; and on September 1, 19L5, V-J lay, Ueneral Douglas
¥acArthur, Commander-in-chief of the armed forces in the Pacific theater
of the war, represented the United States at the signing of the uncondi-
tional surrender papers which took place on the desk of the battleship
"Missouri" anchored in Tokyo Bay. This event brought to a close the

operation of the Manhattan Project and saw the dawn of the new Atomic
Age,

—

lw" P- 583-
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The Era of Atomic Energy, Cold War
3pace Travel, and a New nreformation
1945--1965
At the close of World War II life among the American people was

in an abnormal situation again, The stability of the family and home
had been badly affected during the war years.l Fathers were on the
front fighting and many mothers were in the factories working while
juvenile delinquency flourished among the children. In 1945 thirty-six

2 War mar-

per cent of the civilian labor force was made up of women.
riages, crowded housing conditions, prostitution and flourishing promis-
cuity, rationing of food, gas, tires, and other essentials to normal
American living, all combined into one sad picture. The ecucational
sitvation among American youth was damaged by the war. Many children
got jobs and worked long hours., At the same time teachers were scarce,
and some college and university campuses were desersed for a while,.
Along with the other tensions there was also considerable labor
tension; and although the labor unions had signed a "no-strike pledge"
for the duration, there was trouble with the miners, railroad employees,
and factories producing war goods. At times the government had to step
in ang keep the wheels turning. At the close of the war as the service

"en were returning to civilian life, these tensions were still present

ad a wave of strikes seriously disturbed reconstruction plans.3
———

Nebye 1Kennedy was pastor of St. Paul Methodist Church in Lincoln,

the aska from 1942 to 1948. It was during this time (1945-1948) that
,,athex~G.I.'s flooded the college and university campuses. St. Paul

hag Odist Church was located near the University of Nebraska and Kennedy
anxy, rge numbers of these ex=G.I.'s and their wives, with their

©ties and problems under his pastoral care.

2Wish, op. cit., p. 603.

3Link, op. cit., p. 597.
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Negroes, Mexicans, Japanese, and Germans were the peoples that were
largely involved in race tension and labor discrimination,

In due time there were sizns of a great future. The returning
veterans began to tuilc homes ancd establish families, Soon the birth
rate began to soar, and by 1957 the population of the United States had
reached 150,697,361, which indicated that there had been a 1L.% per cent
increase since 19!;0.1 In 1951 there were 3,750,000 born, and the normal
family began to have three or four chilcdren instead of cne or two as it
vas back in the thirties. Along with this increase in population went
improvement of health also, New medical and surgical techniques, new
drugs, better health services, the use cf more vitamins and "resh vege-

tebles and milk, all cormbined to make Americana more healthy than they
had ever been. Whereas the life expectancy for »hite males in 1501 wes
forty-six years, it was nearly sixty-six in 1‘}’50.2 Many of the old
tiseases that had harsssed the huren family for generations were disap-
pearing, but others were growing more perilous, Among these new and
fearful killers were heart cdisease, cancer, and mental illness.

Not only was the American population getting larger and
healthier, but it was also getting weclthier and wiser. Unemployment
¥28 at "an almost irrecucible minirwm," and the years from 1945 to 155
brought 4o the mass of American people "unparalleled material prosperi-

trat The technological revolution which started in the thirties con-

tmeq during and after the war; and as a result the laboring man wvas
bacoms
comlng more free from the slavery of the pick and shovel, working

b¢
Sher hours, producing greater quantities of goods, and making more
\

11bid., p. 575. 2Tvid.
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money for nimsel? ! dlectric power had "inereased nearly 500 per cent,
anc by 1293 about one-fourth of the American scien“ists, 192,000 of +hem
both private an. public, were engazec in research projects, the agore-
gate cost of which was JU billion.2

The educational situation in the United States at mid-century
was suffering some tensions; but viewed as a whole, it was keeping pace
with the rising level of the social and cultural growth of the nation.
Its expanding progran was offering to American youth more and higher
educaticnal opportunities, and at the same time its standards vere being
steacily improved. The retur.ing vetersns, with zovernment funds aveil-
able to them for ecducational purpeses, crowcded into the collezes and
uwiiversities of the land until every classroom, housing facility, and
library was strained to a point that was "well-nigh unbearable."3 From
arony these mature solciers who returned to college care many woll-
irained ané dedicated professional men,

Some siznificant changes were teking place in educational philo-
sophy during these yvears also. For one thing the curriculun for under=
graduates was becoming more integrated and designed to give a broad,
feneral education which woulc "acquaint students with %le whole of human
€xderience rather than with isolated fra;ynents."h Another change wvas
Seen in a new emprasis on reliious education. Prilosophers and educa=-
tors begcan to recognize trhe "importance of Judaism and Christiarity in

T 4
the C-"sf‘Ve'l.opu".elrm'c, of western civilization,”" and consequently a large

n
tnbe - of ecducational institutions established departments of relizicn.

———

lrbid., p. 588. 2Tbic., p. 589.

31bid., p. 617. bpia., p. 619.
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This picture of post-war America wonld nct te entirely true if
only the bright elements of zrowth and prosperity were oresented. There
were also some dark spots. Among many of the thinking people there was
a feeling of gloom and fear of the future. There were several causes
for this prevailing pessimism in micd-century America. Althoucsh there
vas urprecedented prosperity, the scar left by the "Great Depression”
¥as so deep among the acdult citizens that they were quite sure the pre-
sent wave of prosperity could not long endure. !Iazl and Corirrunist,
savere crvelty to such large masses of people during World War I had
caused the drear of moral irprovement to vanish, and the recent use of
the atoriic borb in World War 11 give rise to visions of a third Werld
War in which atomic weapons so powerful conld be used that there would
be great danger of exterminating the entire human race. There were

Pl

bitter clashes between Catlolics and Protestants over religious “rzedom
and state support cf parochial scheools. Organized crime and racke*eer-
ing becane big business in the cities. "A wave of corruption swept
oVer the nation, ensulfing leaders in private organizations and in
lll

€0Vernment on every level, and there was a devastating increase in

Juveniie delinquency, alcoholism, and bootlezging of narcotics to young
People.,

Despite this wave of corruption that swept mic-century Anerica
there was also agreat and siegnificant developments within the churches of
the nation. During the decade from 19L41 to 1951 "the return to religion
Congtituted one of the most siznificant, social and intellectual move-
Tents in the Unibted States." Every religious body showed substantial

2ains in membership and resources during this period except the Jewish

—

Imid., p. 606. 2Tbid., p. 620.
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conzregations. "All Frotestant cenominations grew faster than the

general population, HNot only did the holiness bodies "on the social

frontier of Frotestantism," including such churches as the Nazarene,

the several Churches of God, and the Pentecostal Assenblies, rrow

rapidly in merbership, but they alsc gave evidence of changing from

"fringe sects into established denomin'ations.":L During this period of

substantial growth the Catholic Church increased at the rate of 47 per
cent, vhile the Protestant churches increased by 65 per ceni. This

grovth in membership brought with it a change in social character. Both

Protestant and Catholic churches to a large extent ceased to be "strong-

holds of social snobbery and middle class conservatism!" and becane

spiritual homes of all people.
Ahile all the causes for this phenomenal retnrn to reli:zion at

Wi(i-centm’y are, perhaps, not know, there are sone very obvious ones.

The most important factor appears o be the one given below,.
It was plain to all wlio would see that the most important
factor was the profound change in popular attitudes toward
man, society, and God that took place durinz the late thirties
anc afterwvarc., In brief, there occurred a metamorphosis fron
a prevailing optimism and humanism to a pro-despair of man and
kis works, as the mass destruction of the Second World Wer, the
revelations of iHazi and Sccial inhtumanity, and the fear cf fu-
ture annihilation destroyed public faith in autcrmatic human
progress and caused millions of Americans to seel understancding
and hope in r'::‘ligion.2

Thds changs in attitude was deeper and more siznificant than

Sirmly a rapid growth in church membership. It also czlled for a change

in theological emphasis. By mid-century, Anerican men felt too insecur=

in the midst of global wars, rash dictators, anc new lethzl weapons to

Continue "to worship science 2nd progress as God and heaven,"

—

This

lIbid. 2Ibido’ po 6210
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fzeling resulied in a "decided reaction in philosophy anc theology

against pragmatisr and secularism."l T+ reaction, which is snoken of

as "a rebellion against the liberal social gospelers"2 was really
started by ®arl Barth and cother ZFuropean theolegians following Vorld
War I and had beun to make "faint stirrings" in the theological seri-
raries located in the eastern part of the United States in the early
thirties.3

Protestant liberalism was an attempt to reconcile Christianity

vith modern science and scliolarshipe. It had denied Jerinturszl int'aili-

bility and had "embraced higher criticism and evolution." Emphasis was
'3

taken off of "theological exegesis" and placed on the "socia 3P

) > A o -
Fan's capacity for self-improvement was enthusiasticzlly taught, and
these "optimistic liberals looked toward the early establishment of the
Kingdom of Cog" among men.b' But when the Eurcpean theologians surveyed
the wreckage o7 Viorld War I and the failure of the League of Nations,

they nrelt overwhelmed with the sinfulness of nman which made real pro-

gress impossi‘ole."5 Karl Barth, Exil 3rurner, Paul Tillich, and others

LLE . . . s . > ~
1ndiected liberalism for glorifyinz man insteacd of God and for forget-

tlng that man's sin produces perjetuzl crises in histor;." Hovever,

A) . - 3 Al
these theologians did not reject liberalism entircly and return to the

©14d fundamental beliefs of the church. Rather, they developed a new

————
lwish, op. cit., p. £75.

zl_tzi_c}., e 676.

3Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. L.
brink, op. cit., p. 621

SWish, op. cit., p. 676.

6Link, ope cit., p. 621,
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kind of thecology vhich was a hybrid “etween liberslism and fundamental-

sn they tock evolution and higher

isr.,  PFron the beliefs of liberalisn ¢

£ the "zover-

38

criticism; and from bhe 3ible they accerted the dJoctrine ¢

eiznty and majesty of God, the sinfulness of man, the atonement rade by

Christ, and the sufficiency of Biblicel revelation.!

Its

This new sclhocl of theology was called neocrticdoxy.
founding theologians revived sore of the doctrines taupght by Luther,
Calvin, and Sbren Kirkegaard;, and, whils they placed a renewed strens
on Bihlical exegesis and theolozy, they did not fail to stress a

Hrited social gospel. They thought of the church riore as "a saving

remnant in an immoral society than as the remaker of the so»ial order,"?
‘any Biblical terms are used in neodrthodox literature, but often they

have ¢ifferent meanings to the tracditional ones held by the church in

bast times, In speaking of this characteristic of the new theology,

BiShop Kennecy says that it is "laden with paradox and cannot be uncer-

Stood by laymen."3 Despite its strength or weakness, Neodrthodoxy

dppeared to be the answer to the spiritual hunger in mid-century America
for many people, especially the more formal and intellectual, and it has

Continued to be a popular theology in American theological seminaries.

Another sisnificant trend in the leading Protestant churches of

Anerica following World War II was the striking declire in denomina-

*ionalism and the developmert of neighborhoed churches., This trend

Yovard uni ty gave great encouragement to the Federal Ccuncil of Churches

Of Christ in America and also %o “he ccumenical movement. In 1950 the

—
1rvid., p. 622.
2Tbiq,

3}'Itfm1‘a«3;r,.VJhila Tt On My Feet, po M.
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the Pederal Counail of Shurches of Christ, witleh included "every im-

nortant Protestant denominabtion in Avericy encernt

the Srmuthern Joaphist
and the Missouri Synod Lut.herans."l
In the midst of this neizhborhood spirit among the Protestant
churches there was a note of alarm. The Protestants were alarmecd at the
apgressive efforts of the Roman Catholic TChurch to receive support from
‘he State for her parochial schools. There were many heated debates
on the issues involvad in the separabion of crch and sbtate hetween
“rotestants and Catholics. In crder %0 make their volce heard in a
strong way in proper places, the Protestants orpganized i novere:nt Xnovi
as "Protestants and Other Areriecans United for Separation of Church and
Smw."(HMUL2
At mid-century there was a wave of evangelism that swept through
the churches of America. Many peonle came out of the war vears with
confused minds =znd crushed spirits, and they were eagerly waiting for a
Voice to tell them what to co anc vhich way to do. They found this
Voice in eloquent evangelists like Billy Graham, whosc sermons gave a
POsitive call to return to Jesus Christ and the Word of God.3 The
Chirches with a strong elenent, of funcdamental theology in them exper-

Srneed

“ced the largest growth from this wave ol cvangelisn, while the
1iveral churches were not afected by it to any large extent,
With this stress on the pogtewar religious conditions in Lhe

United States the point shonuld not be overlooked that 0.5 per cent of

——

Uink, ope zites pe 623.
2bid.

3‘45.8}'1, 22. EP_., Pe 6750
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Anericans were nob church members; "nobt even claimed as church members"

hr any denomination.l Trese veonle, sixty-four million in numcer, were

not anti-religious, atheistic,; nor bad people in general, but for
various reasons of their own they were nonconformist.

Also, at mid-century, before the fires of VWorld War II had

ceased burning, a new kind of war began *to disturb the world. Its name,

"The Cold War," has become increasingly familiar in almost every nation,

fussian-inspired communists toolk advantaze of the grim situation left

in central Europe upon the defeat of Hitler, While Russian armmies still

occupied the defeated countries, azents from Moscow came as liberators

to free the slaving people fran landlordism and poverty, Amid these

dreams of relief from their suffering, and unrecognized by them, "the

Iron Curtain had descended" about them.“ At the same time Allied

armies were being demobilized; and the leaders of America and Britain
vwere hopeful that a broad agreement could be reached between themselves

and Russia, although they did realize the distrust of Russia for all

Capitalist nations. On the day that President Roosevelt died, Aoril 12,

191‘5'.9 he sent the following messaze to Churchill:

I would minimize the general Soviet problems as rmch as possible
because these problems, in one form or another s%em to arise
©very day and most of them straighten out. . . .

The problems did not straighten out, but became more serious,
°7%n Ryssia began charging the United States with re-arming Japan and
uennany for a future war with her. Also there was the charge of Ameri-

\n imperialism, These and many other problems mounted, including the

\
lieo Rosten, A Suide to the Religicns of America (New Tork:

Si“\On and Schuster, 1955), p. 166.

z‘lJiSh, Ope. 220, Pe 6090

31bid., p. 610.
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nroblzm of East and West Berlin, the Korean War, and Atomic energy.

While Russia spread the doctrine and enslavings power of Communism,

drmerica carried on a policy of furnishing money and skilled technicians

to help the countries that had been ravished by war to recover. The

tense international situation moved from one crisis to another, but

with the help of the United Nations Organization and other peace-keeping
agencies a third World War has thus far been delayed.
The invention and use of atomic bombs in brinzing about the

surrender of Japan not only marked the close of World War II, but of

more importance, the dawn of a new aze--the Atomic Age. However, the

amazement caused by the first atoric bombs was soon overshadowed, for
in the month of November, 1952, the Defense Department of the United

States detonated the first hydrogen bomb,l a bomb so powerful that one
of them contains the capacity to destroy completely a very large city,

8y this time it was evident that an atomic arms race had begun. The

Soviet Union exploded an A-bomb in 1949 and a H=bomb in 1953, Britain
tested her first A-bomb in 1952, France exploded hers in 1960, and
Communist, China in 196li.2

Man was indeed in a stranze and frightening age, an age "of
Poten+ial mass destruction and of achievements unparalleled in the his-
Yry of the world."3 But this Atamic Aze was to be followed quite

s‘uddi‘—nl:,f by another age. On October L, 1957, the Russians launched

SOnt,nik I, and this new and strange accomplishment marked the beginning
\

lpink, op. cit., p. 70L.

2Newsweek, July 19, 1965, p. 50.

3Link, loc. cit.
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of the "Space Age."l Immediately a tense race into outer space devel-
oped between Russia and the United States. The literature which car
from serious-minded srace scientists began to read like science fiction.
At first animals were sent into orbit and then men. Satellitcs were
launched into outer space to s2nd back vnichures giving information about
weather and carrying news broadcasts around the world, and at the pre-
sent time thousands of scientists are working ard millions of dollars
are being spent in an effort to develop a spacecraft capable of placing
a man on the moon or sorme other planet,

On this very day in which this part of our study is being
written, July 1, 1965, it is expected, if all poes well, that Moriner
IV "will 'float' by Mars at 11,500 per hour . . . and relay information
back to earth that could chanze our concept of the universe and further
modify interpretation of the Bible."? Mariner IV was launched from
Cape Kennedy on its space mission to Mars almost eight months ago
(Noverber 28, 196l;), and it is supposed to travel 325 millions of miles
on its journey. In this bold and awe-inspiring venture there is an
interesting caution being taken. Scientists have concluded that it is

"entirely reasonable that Mars is inhabited with living organisms and
that jyre independently originated there"; and while they "urged an

irm"ed-'i.ate program to explore" the planet, "they cautioned against con-
t'a""il'lat.'mg the Martian surface with earthly microbes that could over-

Wi
helm what life exists or destroy evidence of chemical evolution that

Preceqed 1ife, "
\

(R 1M tthew Spinka, Christian Thought from Erasmus to Berdyaev
“0glewood Cliffs, N. J,: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1962), ps 2.

2Iook, July 13, 1965, pe 37. 3..1.‘2:‘1'
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Before coricluding this brief survey of American history from
1900 to 1965 it appears to be in the interest of this study to take one
final look at the church and some interesting religious developments
that are being activated at the present time. Peonle are saying and
doing some strange things; and many thoughtful leacers of society, in-
cluding ministers, are woncering where the present reform (or revolt)
will lead.

In a recent article in look magazine, T. George !llarris, senior
editor, presented a thought-provoking article entitled "The Battle of
the Bible." Here Mr. ilarris analyzes some of the tensions that are
bringing about a revolution in the Christian churches. He iniroduces

his article with these words:

You feel restlessness everywhere you go. The big denominations,
long placid, are suddenly possessed by turmoil., Pope Paul needs
all his asuthority to control, or try to, the revolution in Roman
Catholicism, But Protestantism, with no central machinery, is
rocked even more violently by the same historic disturbance,l
Harris asserts in his article that many Protestant leacders be=-
lieve that the church will not survive as it is, and among sore writers
the present time is already referred to as the post-Christian aze.
The great cause for the present revolt against the church from
Without and the revolution from within, Harris contends, is the fact
thay the church has kept itself too aloof from the world. It does not
n
Teach deen into the human situation." Too lonz millions of church
Members have accepted "the church as just an extra luxury built into our
&rchitecture of affluence," in which there is too much "anti-Christian

valﬁ.ty." An "edifice complex," a welter of church committees, and a

COncern over trivia has become a substitute for creative religious
———

1mbid,, p. 17.

A
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activity. Worship in the churches is made too much "an exercise in
nostalgia" and there are too many preachers who speak and pray in "the
stained-glass voice." The charge is made that the great church, secure
in its "suburban captivity," content in its busy programs of comforting
the comfortable, "no lonrer irritates a man by revealing the wide gap
between what he ought to be and what he :i.s."1
These religious activists contend that "the church can live
again only when it abandons protective building, orthodoxy, burcaucracy
--and takes its chances in the daily world of doubt, "2 They insist
that the world has changed but the established churches have not changed
and that the time has now come "“to tcar away the 0ld dead flesh so the
new flesh can grow." They look back at the history of the church and
discover that about every two centuries, "Christianity breaks out of its
Institutional container--the church--and reworks the human landscapc.”
Those who are concerned about the present reform in the Chris-

tian church are not, by any means, discouraged.3 They see encouraging

l_Ibido. Pe 18. 2Ibido, Pe 17.

o 3'1310 keen awarencss of the present crisis in the Christian

‘:mh Fh&t is sensed by Methodism was well expressed in the serious,
i:mg?tmistic episcopal address of Bislop Kennedv at the 196l cuac-

: izl General Conference of his church. The Bishop did not try to
ninimize the Problems Christianity is facing but spoke of them with hope,
==X Magazine described the spirit of this address as follows:

Z:ﬁdthef‘e may be but not to the exclusion of hope. lMethodism
and th“°t be itself without a large measure of Christian optimism,
Gemdexgonference's sense of expectation was expressed by Bishop
the Nnedy of los Anzeles in the episcopal address that epened
meeting, " (Tine, May 8, 19¢L, p. The)
A
aw:_:ieifsmey of the address reveals the fact t):uat the Bishop is keenly
church faces Pregent-day spiritual revolt and critical issues that the
great boqy o;: and he is standing as one of the courageous leaders of his
Christian peonle seeking for a way through.
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i
sizns that tne reform is already happening in many places and they are
optimistically expecting i% to he nore far-reaching than the first
mw."l

The followini are present-day Crristian achivibties which ar
looked vpon as sizns that the new Reformaticn is under way and that it
will get Christianity deeply involved in human affairs again and help
confused men to "escepe erptiness and self-extinction,”

l. A renewed in‘erest in the Serirtures: There are "36 new
plain-English versions" being nlacec¢ in the hands of
mcdern readers, and last year (19CL) sales of Scriptures
were up L2 per cent. One Protestant intellectunl made
the following statement about this new interest in the
Bible: "You read the newspaper in one hand and the
Bible in the other. The Bible is nct only a strange
new world, but a very living vordd, "2

2 A new surge of mysticism: There are hundreds of prayer
groups, Campus Crusades, Young Life and other giant
evengelistic organizations, laymen's institutes, and
intellectuals! retrecats. Some of these movements are
active even in the very sophisticated Protestant
churches and zo so far in their mysticism as to speak in
unknown tongues and practice divine healing.

3 A number of enthusiastic and trained Christian grouns wto

are urging war on poverty, prejudice, and "all forces

that cause men and women to be less bold, less giving,

\

1
Lock, July 13, 1%5, p. 18,
lb;is.. Pe 17.
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and less of a parson, than *he Son ol Man showed them
how to be."

L. A new program called tie "Inner-City idnis*ry" in which
clergymen sit in with: big business executives, geading
them on to be "co=-creators with God," or they sit with
the social workers, doctors, and police, beconing
Geeply involved with the social problems they nancle.

Se. A healthy bu* vigorous program of self-criticism within
the church: "or decades a self-righteous church held
itself above criticism, but today clergy and laymen are
entering into a very active and risky program of self-
criticism. A brief look at the writings of tﬁe 0ld
Testament prophets and some of the strons words of
Christ against the organized religion of His time will
show that this type of self-criticism is nct a new
thing in Hebrew-Christian experience. The Christian
church has grown strong under this type of criticism.

6. An urgent desire among laymen to wrestle with hard re-
ligious questions and not leave the job to the clergy.
This desire was uncovered by the uproar that spread
among laymen soon after Bishop John A, T. Robinson's
book lonest to God was published.

These and other develoovments of social and religious natures
are Severely shaking the Christian church today; but thcre is conlicence
that’ after the old forms and institutions are torn avay and all man-
e Imazes of Gog are removed that the freshly cast form of Christian-

Lty o,
111 re tain "the fundamental truth of the Gospel unaffected."
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live and worik in i

ment and gokering thought,
The life of Bishop Geralc Hennedy spans most of the years (he
was born in 1907) that have been covered in this survey of the first

half of the twentieth century. His birth, economic status, ¢duca‘tion,
philosophy of 1life, and religion were all significantly molded by the
issues, developments, joys and sorrows of the society around him and
the world in which he lived.

It is evident that the influence of all of the events and is-
sues about him would be reflected in his ministry and public expressions.

At several places throujhout the survey we have indicated by the use of

footnotes the relationship that existed between some special event and

the work of Bishop Kennedy. These footnote indications could have been

greatly multiplied to point out other relationships between history and
the Bishop, because he has been very much alive and active as a leader
in his church and in society. Perhaps, ‘however, it will suffice to
Point out here that the type of work he has cone and the characteristics
ad influence of his pulpit proclamation are closely tied to the time in
hich he is living, and in order to understand and evaluate one it is
also Necessary to understand the other., This is the rationale behind

the inclusion of this chapter on history in our investisation,




CHAPTER II

i

THE CHURCKH CF BISHOP KuNNIDY

The identity with, ancd devotion of, Bishop Kennedy to the
}ethodist denonination are very close and personal; and it ampears that

the better a person uncderstancds his church the better he will understand
noresman for rethodism, which was

the Bishop. The mantle as unefficisl s

vorn for many years by the late G. Bromley Oxnam, has fallen upon

{ennedy, the Bishop of Los Angeles,l and hils volice and leadership in his

church are of great significance. "ifethodists everywhere in search of

guidance listen with special carc whenever Gerald Kennedy takes a
stand,"2
of his devotion to Methodisn is as

ny

Hs own personal testimony

follows:

My family has been more and more the Methcdist Church. I am a

spirituzl son of John Weslev.e « o o« I am a natural-born Wesleyan
and it was predestined that I shoulc e a Mothodist. This is
Xtr‘t‘a_xing the theologies somewhat, but a little mixing is rcod for
1174

2 s~ .~ S N
My whole life has been centered in the church. I went to church
in my mother's arms and slent on the back seat while my father was

finishing his Sunday-evening sermon. I nevcr nissed Sunday school
and I was a renber of the Ezworth league. It scemed inevitable to

ne that the ministry was my calling for ac lonz ago as I can
remember,3

~———
LTime, 1y 8, 1951, o. The

2
Ibid_

3
Kennedy, wnile I'm On iy Feet, p. 17.
L7
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In cur consideration of tie environment, events, and institu-

tions which make up the background which has -rocdvced this Bishop of
los Anzeles, it appears that, as indicated above, in order to under-
> » t ] »

stand him better, a brief look at his church will be helpful,

The history of the lMethodist Church extends over iwo cen‘uries

and 1s world-wide in its cevelonment and influence. Therefore, it is

evident that within the limits and purpose of this investipation there

nced for great breviby and selectivity, Rather than rerceat here a

isa Y
lon; list of events from the historieszl story of lMetho

zlreadr been %0ld many tires, we shall endeavor to pick a few paris of
=he interestirg story and rut them together in such & way as to beln
heart o the movement that hes been so close

one to sensc the pulsating

to the heart of Bishop Kennedy for more than a half century.

The origin of the church is well known, Two young scholars of
Y istians,

Oxford, John and Crarlez Wes

becane deeply concerned atout their ovn spiritusl needs and the needs

ley, who were devout and pious Chr

Corisequently, they organized a "lHoly Club" in

T society around them,
The clvb was dudbed "Methodists"

o

1729 aronz the studenis of Oxford,
R 1

its members.,

¢

€Cause of the systematic routine that was follcwed by
work grew, it was

While other clubs and scaietiss were organized and the wo
not wyuntil 1733 that the flarme of evangelical fire came into the moverent

anad j¢ began to soread into a world-wide influence. On the evening of

Hay 214, 1738, while attending a meeting of a relizious socilety on
A N .

ld&rsga‘be Street in London, John Wesley "experienced his profound

i

) lritual awakening when he 'felt his hesrt strangely warmed. '™ There

\
(Ne v, 1y, Ferm, The American Church of the Protestant Heritage
York: Philosophical Iibrary, I953), pe 31L.

A






Lo

for the first time Wesley recognizecd "that salvation is by faith alone
and that it is possible by instantaneous conversion,"

This became the new theme and experience of the Methodist move-
ment, and people by the thousanus began 4o accept it and rejoice in it
as a new way of life. While it appealed in a special way to the poorer
classes people who were suffering under the oppression of the upper
classes and the neglect of the churc‘n,2 it also reached many in the

higher stages of soclety. Wesley was a scholar and a theologian of the

first rank, and he entered into the theological dialogue of his time.
He wrote over three hundred books and pamphlets, and he entered into
every reform movement that offered relief to the underprivileged people
around him, The labor movement in Britain can trace its beginning to
Wesley, and when it came into power one of its leaders "publicly de-
clared that it was not Marxist but Methodist."3

It was not the intent of John Wesley and his early associates

to separate from the Church of England. Wesley himself was ordained to

the Anglican priesthood as a presbyt,er,,“ and for many years he carried
On his movement with the intent that it should "retain some kind of a
relation to the Church of England" ;5 but elements of pressure, whizh
have veen well described by church historians, rose from several direc-
tions and finally this movement became a separate denomination.
The Methodist movement first became an organized church in
Ane rica, While the movement was late in reaching the English colonirs,

ba
—ing preceded by the Baptists, Congregationalists, Presbyterians, and
\

1bid., p. 315. 2In14., p. 313.
3Ibid., p. 3. b1vid., p. 318.

5Ibid., pe 319.
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Quakaers by more than a century,l when it did arrive, the nature of its

message and the courageous dedication of its leaders gave it rapid

growth. Methodism was first introduced into the coloniecs (lMaryland) in

1756 by a layman whose name was Robert Strawbridge; and by 1781, fifteen
years later, there were more than 10,000 lMethodists in the United

States.2 These American Methodists were like most of the other early

citizens of the colonies in that they resisted British rule and inter-

ference; and even when Wesley sent over directions to them, their

ministers answered simply that they were not "ready now to obey his

command, w3 A group of men with this spirit and of the Hethodist faith

were called together in Baltimore, Maryland, on December 24, 1739, to

=stablish the Methodist Epilscopal Church. This new church accepted as

its doctrinal statement of faith the twenty-four articles that Wesley
had abridged from the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of &1gland.’4
"This budding denomination burst forth geozraphically as well

as nueerically, n5 and her hardy itinerants were constantly on the trails

cut by the early pioneers through the wilderness. They were able to-=-

Sleep on the cold ground, survive all the aches and ill humors
of the wilderness, thrive on wild turkey and bear meat, evade
or pacify the Indians, and still have breath and strength to

Dreach, to debtors, adulterers, atheists, as well as to nobler

sorts,
\_~

1 . .
E. S. Gaustad, Historical Atlas of Religions in America
(New York: Harper and llow Publishers, 19627, p. 1he

2Tbid., p. 75.

He 3W. W, Sweet, Religion on the American irontier, IV (New York:
ATy Holt & Company; I93I, p. LO.

h@uswdy 220 Q-_E.’ P. 75.

5Ibid., p. 76. 61bid., p. 77.°
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By 1800 there were almos® 65,000 Methodists in the States, and
at mid-century they were a million and a quarter in number. Prior to
the Civil War, Methodist circuit riders had entered the Mississippi
valley, Michigan, Minnesota, Texas, Lakota Territory, Colorado, and
California, In some areaz of the far West, Methodists were the first
Protestant Christians to enter the territory.

The growth of the Methodist Church throughout the world has not
besn without heated contest and struggle, both without and within.

There have been many defectisns among its leaders, and in past decades

schism was never far away. At one tinc there were no less than twentv-

tvo independent Methodist Churches in the United States.l Some of the
leading causes for the internal problems that have caused schisms are
dissatisfaction witn the episcopacy and insistence on greater lay parti-
cipation in church affairs, disputes over holiness, controversy over
slavery, and questions of race and language. Four of tie largest divi-
sions of the denomination in the states were Methodist Episcopal (North),
Yethodist Episcopal~South, Negro Methodist, and Methodist Protestant.
In the ecumenical movement which has been so strongly fostered
in recent years by many leading protestant clergymen the Methodists have
Made their great contribution "by solving their own difficulties of
dasension.#2 A movement which was started in 187l to unite certain
%gients of the church was consummated in 1939, when the Methocist
lscopal Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church-South, and the Metho-

it
st Pr°testant Church became one--the Methodist Church. Today fewer
\\\

]T.em, &0_. .C_j-_EO, p. 326.

2
Gaustad, op. eit., p. 81.



than 1% of the white FMethodists remain outside "the Methodist Church"

Wiich resulted from the 1937 mer'ger.1

In the area of applied Christianity and social concern the

¥ethodist Church has always been a leader. Some of its own historians

have noted that "Methodism was born in a prayer meeting, but it learned
to walk on a battlefield."2 John Wesley's spiritual children have not
forsaken the warpath of their father. Methodism's voice has spoken out
azainst slavery, alcoholic beverazes, inhuman prisons, unjust labor
conditions, crueity, frivolity, and social sins of all types. It has
been heard on the side of prohibition, woman suffrage, and al.i other
reforms that have had as their aim the improvement of the physical cone
ditions of life. In matters of labor and managemen®, war and peace,
exploitat.ion and ;justice,3 segregation and civil rights,h the contempo-
rary followers of John Wesley are still out to make their influence felt
on the side that recognizes the value of a human being and the equality
of all people as the sons and daughters of God.

Wesley helc "that he who loveth God, loves his brother, also,"s
and Methodism still holds this as a mark of a sincere Christian. His
famous phrase, "I look upon all the world as my parish," has become the
charter of the world-wide missionary enterprise of the Methodist

Church.® At the 196} General Conference it was renorted that "1,L00

¥ethodist missionaries from the United States are spreading tn.. Gospel

llbid. 2Ibido’ Pe 80. 3Ibido. Pe 81-

,"Time, May 8, 196L, p. T5.
sFerm, op. cit., p. 36.
6Kennedy, The Marks of a Methodist, p. 36.
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abroad in Ll countries" and that the chwrech is oo ciar 7 hosrisals
and 105 collezes and universitics at an investnent of .o billion. The
Abingdon Press of Nashville, Tennessee, operated by the liethodist
Shurch, is the world's largest relipgious publisher.l
In 1964 the memoucrship of the Methodist Church in the United
States stood at 19,234,986, She is the second largest Protesiant com-
runion in America and the wealthiest, its parishioners putting
$599,000,000 into the collection plates of the church in 1763,

The Methodist Church has no doctrinal requirements for member-
ship, While this fact has been referred to as an "amazing omission, n3
it was Wesley's deliberate plan that Methodists should not insist on
their members "holding this or that opinion," but thev were to "think
and let 1’,!1i1'1k."h At baptism a candidate for membership into the
Methodist Church is asked questions similar to these three, which he
mist answer in the affirmative: (1) "Lo you truly repent of your. sins
and accept and confess Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord?" (2)
Will you earnestly endeavor to keep God's holy will and commandments?"
(3) Do you desire to be oaptized in this faith?"® Ralph Sockman, one of
Yethodism's authoritative voices today, asserts that tie two most
harked emphases of his church are the inner experience of religion and
the social application of conscience,6 the latter being regarded as the
curch's concern about social reform movemeﬁts. Throughout its history

' church has made much of conversion, revivals, and testimony of

relizious exmerience. 7

'\
11_“13, May 8, 196L, p. 75. 2Ibid.
3Form, op. cit., p. 322. U1bid., p. 321. 5ibid.

SROsten, Ope Cite, p. 31. TIvid.
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This is the church of Bishop Kennedy; and to its interest and
growtn he has dedicated his ming, soul, and body in loving service for
God ﬁd man, "No higher honor is ever given than to be asked to do
something for the Methodist Church. I could not pay my cebts to it if
I live a thousand years, and I love my church with all my hear-'c.:L

The faith of Methodist leaders in the vitality of their church
and its bright prospects of the future were, perhaps best expressed in
1960 by the late Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, when he "served notice that
when life is discovered on another of the universe's plancts, the

Methodist Church will be ready with its rocket riders."2

Ik ennedy, The Marks of A lethodist, p. 5.

2Gau8tad, ﬂo Eé-t-o’ p. 810
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CHAPTER III

My i POIAL ANU AUMILZTICAL BIOGRAPHY

Of BISHOP GERALD H. KENNEDY

In 195 the eighty-one bishops of the lMethodist church selected
Bishop uerald H, Kennedy of Los Angeles to deliver the episcopal address
at the quadrennial General Conference of their church, which was held in
Pittsburgh's Civic drena. Of their selection Time Magazine said--
The right man, in this case, was in the right pulpit, for the
Bishop of Los Angeles has assumed the mantle worn by the late
G. Bromley Oxnam as unofficial spokesman for Methodism to the
rest of the U,S. Nobody gave Kennedy the job, and nobody could.

One reason why Kennedy was selected to be the spokesman of his
church for that important occasion, and why more than ten million
¥Yethodists in the United States and others listen with a special care
when he speaks, according to Time is because he "is unquestionably among
the four or five most dazzling preachers in the U.S, today--an oratori-
cal genius with a commanding baritone, and the pace and timing of a
Broadway pro. "2

With this image of Bishop Kennedy in mind, it is now our purpose
to survey his life, placing emphasis upon the circumstances and events

that are relevant to his career as a public speaker and homiletician,

tnd Seekding to discover which of these have been most siznificant in
\‘\ e e

LPime, May 8, 1961, p. The
2 Ibid.
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helping him to arrive at the place he occupies today in the American
mlpit,

For the convenience of this investigation, we shall divide his
life into five periods, which are as follows:
1. Early childhood, 1907-1713.
From birth to first grade.
2. Years of general education, 1913-1929,
From first grade through college.
3. Training for the ministry, 1923-193L.
Years of seminary training.
4. Pastoral ministry, 193L-1948.
Pagtoring churches in Connecticut, California, and
Nebraska.
5. The Episcopacy, 19,9~
Bishop of Portland area, 1343-1952; and Los Angeles
area, 1952~
Early Childnood, 1907-1913
From Birth to First Grade
On August 39, 1907, Gerald H. Kennedy was born in the small
town of Benzonia, which is located near the northwest shoreline of
:ﬁChiEHin. His paternal grandparents, who were of Irish descent, had
"oved from Canada to Michizan before Gerald's father was bornl; and his
Mother had come from Vermont. He learned from an old friend of his

fother ' g family "that her father (Kennedy's maternal srandfather) was

\“““__—

the 4 lChica.go Interview, p. 1. A copy of this interview is found in
to o PPeNdices and hereafter in this investigation it will be referred
8 Appendix IV.
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remembered for his blunt, salty, and forthright speech"; and the old

friend sugzested that perhaps he had "inherited some of his maternal

grandfather's qualit;ies."l
There were only two children born to Gerald's parents--both of

them boys. Gerald's brother became interested in radio and at the pre-
sent time has his own radio program which originates in San Francisco,

%alifornia, 2
Gerald's father was a Methodist preacher; and he, Gerald, felt
that from his birth he was destined to become a preacher. By heredity,

environment, and desire he was directed to the ministry as his life's
work; and from his earliest childhood he sensed a strong desire to be-

core a minister.3 His mother had been a public school teacher before

She became a housewife and mother. After she discontinued her teaching

profession she "did not do a great deal of public work, lt byt devoted

her 14fe to her husband and two sons.
When Gerald was five years old, his family moved to California.

This move severed rather completely the bonds of the fardly with the
Past and added to its feelings of rootlessness and insecurity. He
Speaks of his father as being a "rolling stone who never stayed anywhere
long e nough to gather moss or much of anything else."S Although his
father yag a local preacher, he was lacking in formal education and

n
knew Very little contentment or peace of mind. . . . He could never
\

Iennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 15.
2Appendix Iv, p. 1.
3Ivid., p. 2.

Umpiq., p. 1.
5Kmmecly, While I'm On My Feet, p. 15.
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adjust himself to the gap between what he wanted to do and what he was
able to do. He was the victim of frustration and sickness."®

This condition of the father placed the entire family in a state
of great insecurity and economic strain which affected young Gerald in

several ways. He says that it developed in him 3 feeling of inferior-

ity2 which resulted in his childhood's being characterized by loneliness
and bashfulness and a strong tendency to withdraw from other children.3
"hile it is impossible to kmow what psychological adjustments Gerald
Kennedy would have made to life had these unhappy conditions not existed
in his home during his childhood, even these conditions--as unhappy as
they were--may have developed in him some insights, some qualities of
character, and some habits that helped him to do the work he has done.

In the unfolding of his life's story some of these effects and results

will be considered.

Years of General Education, 1913-1929
From the First Grade Through College

His formal education began when he was six years old. This was

in the fall of 1913 and the school was Hawthorne in Fresno, California,

Sixteen years later, in the spring of 1929, he was graduated from the

College of the Pacific in Stockton, California. lHe entered his first

grade a ghy, bashful little boy, but he finished college with a major in

Public speaking and with three years of experience in preaching.
When a person reads the story of those early school years in the

b
°9k, While I'm On My Feet, he comes to the conclusion that there was a
|t deal of observing and studying of human nature taking place in his

\

11bid, 2Tbid., p. 17.

3Ibid., p. 15.
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youn?, mind. The Bishop devotes several pages to describing his teacher,
starting with the very first one he had. Sore of them he loved, sore he
respec ted, and some he did not respect. He was not active in many
sports or the gay life of the other students; however he did play base-
ball and was made captain of his team when he was eleven years old and
in the f£ifth grade. At the time of his eighth grade graduation he gave
the valedictorian's speech. That performance, which took place when he
was four teen years old, would appear to indicate that he was intellec-
tually alert and able to express his thoughts audibly in an acceptable
manner at a public gathering.

During these years he continued to be shy and withdrawn. For a
period of time he would take his lunch at noon, leave the school and his
schoolmates, and crawl in under an old railroad trestle to eat.l Some
of his classmates came from family backgrounds which gave them a
security and a status that he never knew, and he felt inferior and
bashful in their presence. He found a bit of relief in being alone,

When he "was about twelve years old, "2 he had his last free
Surer; and it stands out in his mind as being one of the times when he
found some #ynadulterated happiness."3 From then on he had to work each
SUMOT on the farms out in the valley around Fresno; but this summer his
father gave him a membership in the Y.M.C.A., which allowed him to swim
®Very morning, Each day he rode his bicycle down to the "Y" and went
Wimmng With about fifty other boys. After the swim he would go next

door to the city library and return a book he had checked out the day

bef,
ore and then check out another one, which he would finish reading
\

1
Ibiaq., p. 15. 3Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 20.

2
&qer's Notebook (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1953), Preface.
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before goinz to bed that night. While some of the material he read was
"jmk"™ and some was over his head,l this experience helved him to devel-
op a habit that is often lacking in the mass of modern youth--he "devel-
oped a love of reading.2 He believes that an affection for books "is a
very precious posseszaion";3 and while his friends around him drank and
gossiped on trivial items or spent hours of time in "chain-smoking as if
they could hardly wait to welcome their lung cancer, i he was finding
pleasure and profit in reading. In later years he thanked Goc that in
Hs mercy He had led him into a love of books while he was very young.5
His mother had taught him to read even before he started to school; and
#ile he does not place himself in the same category with George Bernard
Shaw, who assumed that he was born literate, he did begin reading so
early in life that he cannot remember when he started.

This love of reading may be one of the blessings that grew out
of his shyness, for while other children were playing and socializinz,
he was reading and becoming acquainted with words, places, literature,
hiStory, biographies, and other things that filled his mind with facts,
ideas, and visions, and put a rich vocabulary into his mouth that gave
him great advantage later in high school and college when opportunities
C2me his way to engage in public speaking and debate.

Bishop Kennedy feels that he was predestined to be a minister of
the Gospel and was "born with a desire to prealch."6 At a very early age

he also began to make critical analyses of the sermons he heard his
\\

I1bid., p. 21. 2Thid.
3bid. U1pia.

Shppendix IV, p. Se

6Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 21.
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father and other ministers prea«::h;1 yet he cannot be looked upon as
beinz a phenomenal child preacher. In fact, with the exception of the
speech he made at the time of his eighth grade graduation when he was
fourteen years old, he can recall no other "significant speaking occa-
sions during his early childhood.“2 Apparently his talent for public
speaking was still submerged under his inferiority complex and waiting

to be discovered and set free. This was accomplished during the last

two years in high school.

The miracle came to Gerald Kennedy when he was sixteen years old
and a junior in high school--in a public speaking class being taught by
Miss Margaret Painter at Modesto High School. Miss Painter taught
public speaking and debate, and Kennedy boldly states that she was the

fFreatest teacher he ever hade.

She found me floundering in the hopes and torments of teen-agecom
and made the path straight. After being in her class a few weeks,
I knew what I wanted to do. She had a quiet authority of quality
and it was unthinkable to give anything less than the best in her
class; . . . I think the highest praise she ever gave me was 'That
Sounds like you.' She compared each person with his own potential,
and she took a very dim view of average performance from students
who could do better.

My speaking, so far as style and approach are concerned, bear the
marks of my high-school teacher, Miss Margaret Painter. She was
a great person. Without any preachinz or moraliging, she affected
the character of all her students. « « . No one on the faculty was
more loved. «» .« « It has been many years since I last saw her, and
to publicly express my debt to her makes me both proud and humble.

anm proud of her and mighty humble that God gave me such a great
teacher.5

——

fo ll-lollywood Interview, No. 1, ps 1 A copy of this interview is
Und in the Appendices and hereafter in this investigation it will be

referreg to as Appendix V.
2Appemiix IV, p. 2.
3Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 23.  UIbid., p. 29.

S5Tbid.
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Durinz our several interview with 3ishop Kennedy we have talked
about Miss FPainter and we learned that she is a professionally trained
teacher in public spealdngz, that she is still very much alert and in-

terested in her life's profession as a speech teacher. In 1961 she

brought out the fourth edition of her book, Ease in Speech.

In the Chicazo interview we talked with both Dr. and Mrs.
Kennedy about the influence of Miss Painter's speech classes on the
doctor 's speaking, and the following paragraph from that interview gives

some interesting and helpful insights into her work.

She (Miss Painter) was an acacemically trained teacher of public
Speaking, and it is the impression of Dr. and Mrs. Kennedy that
she has written a book or so on this topic. As she was a lady
and many of the lady teachers of public speaking were interested
in expression and elocution, we asked if she had any interest at
all in this area of speaking. The reply of both Dr. and ifrs,
Kennedy was that she was positively not interested in "expression"
or "elocution.™ Her great interest was in the natural conversa-
tional style. She taught her students debate and oratory; and it
Was her desire to bring the very best out of her students and to
get them "to sound like themselwes." She worked for naturalness
and forcefulness in expressing one's own convictions. The Bishop
was free to say that these two years under Miss Painter in high
School were the greatest years in_speech education he ever had,
€ither in college or in seminary.

Duringz one of our interviews with Bishop Kennedy in Hollywood
W& learned that Miss Painter lives in Modesto, and when we expressed a
desire to contact her for an interview in behalf of this investigation,
the 331 shop made arrangements for us to do so. We contacted Miss Painter
b7 phone. This was done one morning during the last week in July, 1965.
fer Voice came through during ths conversation as crisp and vibrant as
tat or a recent college graduate, and her memory of the days when young
Jerry Kennedy sat in her classes or stood before her as a budding public

‘Pealcer was clear and vivid. She remembered him as being above average

\
1Appendjx Iv, p. 2.







in ability to think and to function academically but below average

physically, emotionally, socially, and economically. ie was self-

effacing and bashful, and nhysically he was thin and appeared to be

undernourished. Miss Painter recalled that he hau a sore on one of his

legs that appeared to be rather slow in healing, anc this disturbed her.
In our telephone conversation it was arranged that we would send

a letter to Miss Painter indicating the various items on which we de-

sired information. [Inis was done, and the results o1 this interchanze

are found in Appendix VII of this study. rom her reanonse to owr

n

letter we learned tha* she had received a R.A, degrec fror: Pomona

College in Pomona, Califcrnia, and an M.A. cdegree in speech fron the
niversity of lichigan. In addition to this, she did gracuate work ot
the University of California, "niversity of Southern Celifornia, and
Cclumbia University.

Miss Painter's basic studies in fundamentals of speech and
Sreech training were cdone in classes tauzht by Alfred Prace, who was
traired at the Universi ty of Wisconsin., One of the textbooks she used

4 -~ . N . N N
‘I the course she took in Public 3peaking and Argurentation was Phillips!’

Hlective Speakinz. In her graduate courses she studied the varicus

&Spects of speech such as extemporaneous speaking, oral intcrpretation,
SPeech correction, voice science, history of oratcry, psycliolegy of
Steech, argumentation and cebate, methods of teaching speech, etc.
frong her instructors weve ('Neill, Eich, lensmore, Xoser, Drewer, West,
Rarig, etc, In our telephone conversztion she said that she and Dr.
*H. g 2urney (present tire Dean of the School of Speech, Northwestern

thy
V€Xrsi+ty) had worked on some speech project together.






6L

Her teaching has been largely in high school, although she has
taught courses in public speaking and argumentation in junicr college,
and a course in the teaching of speech in college for speech teachers.

For her high school class in public spezking she eventually procduced her

om textbook--Ease In Speech. This book has gone through four editions,

the most recent one being in 1961. A careful examination of this text-

book Qiscloses that it is interestingly writter, presenting the subject
of public speaking in a way that will appeal to high school stucents.

ts procedure and concepts are clearly presented, anc it is simple and

practical in every way. In addition to the concepts and theory pre-

sentecd by Miss Painter in her book it is interestingly illustrated

throughout by appropriate cartoons. Students in Miss Painter's classes

received a broad insight into speech because she also introduced them to
works by such authorities in the speech field as Sarett, Foster,
HCE‘ﬂ-’r‘ney, Craig, Weaver, Phillips, Brigance, etc.

From this background of preparation and many contacts with the
field of speech, which Miss Painter has had, it is our opinion, along
with Bishop Kennedy, that she was an outstanding teacher of public
SPeakding in the truest and most acceptable tradition of the profession.
ile her own textbook makes only brief reference to the Greek rhetori-
¢lans, this cannot be considered as evidence that she is ignorant of
their works , nor unappreciative of their theory and contribution to
thetoric, This type of information would probably not appeal to high
schoo3l Students who are wanting to learn how to overcome their stage
frig he, get up, and speak. Her theory shows her to be rodern and in
the Mmost accepted categ;ry of speech teaching of the present time. Ilere

ire
her erphases as a speech teacher.

.
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A speaker must have sorething to say to justify use of others!
time, orzanizaticn of materials which requires clear thinking,
framing a cefinite purpose for each talk, respconsibility for
interesting the listener and making it easy for him to listen,
enthusiasm for his subject, tolcrance of others' opinions, ade-
quate support for ideas, integrity in statements, extemporaneous
speaking after thorough preparaticn to be able to adapt to the
immediate situation.

Her methodology in part is stated as follows:

Outlines of talks were approved before oral practice for most of
year; notes in form of skeleton outline were used in most speeches;
until stucdents had learned to speak extemporaneously they were
encouraged not to write talks; brief written exercises were given
while learning how to develop an idea, to improve style, etc.;
early in term informal situations such as interviewirg before the
clasgs and small group discussions were used %o develop ease and
fluency; at end of second term style was stressed with a final
formal written speech which was not memorized verbatim; all talks
Prepared were given and frequent outside-of-class occasicns for
Speaking proviced; early talks were criticized only by instructor
with general suggestions given to class and individual comments
written or given privately. 2

In Miss Painter's response to owr letter to her, she gave the
following description of Gerald Mennedy when she first met him.3

When I first met him as a high school junior he was physically
and economically below average, a clear and independent thinker
but not one of the intelligentsia, a modest and self-effacing--
©ven unprepossessing-~boy. As a student speaker he soon showed
his abjlity to develop an idea interestingly and to hold the at-
tention of listeners by his earnestness, his flucncy, his con-
Ccreteness, and his sympathetic, direct commmication with them.
Of the hundreds of students I have had in my classes, he was
Superior in his ability to follow suggestions,

It appears from what evidence we have that Miss Painter loved
her S tudents and was loved by them, that she was able to see their po-
tential abilities and hidden talents and work with them in such a way
that thege qualities would begin to emerge, that she had confidence in

them, and that this gave them self-confidence. This appears to be the
\

Lyppendix VII, p. 2. 2Thid.

3bid., p. 3.
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course o©f events that developed out of the contact between Miss Painter
and Gexrald Kennedy. We learned from lirs. Kennedy, who was a student in
the same high school, that soon after Gerald became a student of lMiss
Faintexr, he presented a speech at the Assembly which was so well accept-
ed by the students and so demonstrated his ability as a speaker and a
leader among young people that he was elected as president of the stu-
dents * c>rga.niza'o:ion.1 Of this same occasion the Bishop wrote in his
book, While I'm On My Feet:

Things changed suddenly when we moved to a new town and I made
2 speech 1n a high-school assembly. A great public-speaking
teacher influenced my life « o «

After entering her class and gaining enough self-confidence to
get started, the young man Kennedy became engaged in a great deal of
debating and contest speaking. Of this development and successful pro-
eress Miss Painter writes:’

Through his outstanding speaking ability, his earning of speech
awards, and his quiet, unassuming manner he won the respect and
admiration of fellow students. He gained self-confidence and
poise. So far ai I can renember he won every speaking competi-
tion he entered.

In a summary of Kennedy's characteristics as a student speaker
in her classes back there in Mocdesto curing his junior and senior years
in high school, Miss Painter made mention of the following elements:

1. A natural talent to profit by suggestions.
2, A sense of what interests others.

3. An ability to find illustrations for his abstract ideas.

L. An ability to organize material
e———

lAppendix v, p. 2.

°Ke ranedy, While I'm On Yy Feet, p. 16.
JAprendix VII, p. 3. b1vig,
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An ability to speak fluentlyv,
Quiet enthusiasm.,
A sincerity which appealed,
An interest in people.

A consideration for others. 1

When Bishop Kennedy wrote his bock, While I'm On ly Feet, he

stated that it had been many years since he last saw Miss Painter,2

but from our correspondence with her we have learned that recently con-

tact has been made between them again and of this occasion she wrote,

X heard Bishop Kennedy speak in Berkeley last Sunday (August 8, 1%65).
He is more dramatic than as a student but just as sincere, simple,
and earnest. When he was greeting people later I was impressed
with his ability to give each individual who wished to talk to him
his undivided attention. Each was a person in whom he was

interested.3

It is interesting to notice the striking similarities that

€©XxXist between Miss Painter's theory and methodology in public speaking

&S presented in her book and her correspondence with us and the theory

aAnd practice of Bishop Kennedy. Apparently the Bishop is aware of these

s:‘-"‘L‘llax'it.ies, for he writes, "My speaking, as far as style and approach

&Ye concerned, bear the marks of my high-school teacher, Miss Margaret

P&inter. "4 Fram our investigation it appears that his speaking also

€axrg her marks in the area of arrangement and celivery.

Iisted below are some of the emphasized points in Miss Painter's

th“ech:'y which appear to have marked the Bishop's speaking. ILater in this

\

lsppendix VII, p. 3.

%Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, . 29.

3Appendix VII, p. 3.

hKennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 29.
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study, when attention is given tco Kennedy's homiletical practice, these
similarities will become apparent.

1. Description of an effective speech:
One that accomplishes its purpose in a manner pleasing
to the audience.l
To please an audience talks should be interesting and
entertaining, 2
2. Conversational sityle in delivery:
Public speaking is in reality conversation on a high
level.3
3, Outlining the speech:
Mastering the outline is the first major step toward
successful platform speaking.h
By careful outlining a speaker can avoid loss of time
during the speech caused by indecision and rambling,
and can please his audience by a brief and concise
presentation of his ideas.s
Outline of speech should contain two to four main
points. Audience can remember two or three points but
not seven or eight.6
Two or three angles of a subject clearly discussed will

accomplish more than a brief mention of five or six

angles.7
\

o 1Margaret Painter, Lase in Speech (Boston: D. C. Heath and
©Mpany, 1954), p. 52.

2 roid., pe LS. 3Ibid., p. 323. bnid., p. 93.

5Tbide, pe She 6id., p. 0. TIvid,
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Points in outline could be written out in corplete sen-
tences, but it is better to condense the thought intc
a topic (one word or brief phrase) to represent the
idea.d

In these topics the use of nouns is preferred to
verbs.2

Order topics and details accordin~ to clear 1ogic.3

L4e Invention:

The person who will speak pleasingly and have something
worthwhile to say will be up-to-date, well read, and
know what is going on in the world about him. Every
ambitious speaker should wicen his range of knowledge
and interest in current events, social problenms,
sports, literature, history, science, music and art,
farming, business.h

Speech materials such as apt quotations, stories,
uwnusual facts, references to books and magazine artie-
cles, etc., should be collected and filed away accor-
ding to the tastes and convenience of the individual,
The compilation of material must be done in a way
that is easy and quick and readily accessible when
needed.s

.S Style:

In effective speaking it is important to choose

1mid, 2Tbid., p. 61.
3bid., p. 331 bTpid., p. 178.

5Tbid., pe 179.



70

descriptive words that convey the exact meaning and

nake the thoughts clear and impressive.1
2

Use concrete terms rather than general.

Avoid the stilted, trite overworked expressions and

strive for fresh variety and simolicity.3

6. Delivery:
After determining subject, defining purpose, and

collecting material--
Write out a complete outline.

a.
Give the speech orally three or four times from

b.
the outline; stand on feet and speak as if to

audience.

ce Do not memorize speech or sentences, speak
extemporaneously, revising words and sentences

each time repeated as needed.

d. Make brief notes on 3 x 5§ cards to help recall
succession of ideas while speaking.

e, After some experience in public speaking learn

to speak without notes.

f. Begin preparation on a speech early enough
(several days to a week) so that it can be

fastened well in mind before time of its

delivery.

Overall aim in public speaking:
Have something worthy to say, define your purpose, and

SS——
1bid., p. 330. 2Tbid.
3Tbid. UTvid., pp. 69-77.
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accomplish it in the most efficient and pleasing

manner in the least time possible.1

From the events in Kennedy's life that have been recalled in
connection with his high-school training in public speaking, it appears
reasonatle tc conclude that his career as a public speaker began when
he was sixteen ycars of age with the speech he made in the student

asserbly of the lodesto high school which resulted in him being elected

President of the student organization. From this time on, he remained

active in the debating society of the high school and in contest

Speaking, and he was successful in winning the laurels in almost every

contest he entered. "30 far as I can remember, he won every speaking

Competition he entered. n2

But in Bishop Kennedy's memory there is the sharp remembrance
Of a time when he lost a public-speaking contest; and although forty
Yearsg have passed since that high school defeat, he says he is still

Stirred wvhen he recalls the feeling of ™umendurable misery and hopeless-

Ness" he experienced at the time of that defeat. This deep emotional

‘ re&ling was due largely, he claiws, to the fear that if he could not
Win against that kind of competition, how was he ever to becore the

EX eatest preacher in the world.3

His pulpit ministry also began in 192} when he was a junior in
hi&h school, when he was asked to preach the Sunday morning sermon, on
Students' Sunday, in the rirst Methodist Church of I?oc‘esto.h This was

s rirst sermon; but soon after this, in the same church, he received

\

1mbid., . LS. 2Appendix VII, pe 2.
3Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 192.

Yyppendix IV, p. 2.



T2
his local preacher's license. At the age of eighteen he becams the
supply vastor for the Methodist Church in Riverside, a small town ten
miles northeast of Modesto.l From this time on, preaching every 3Sunday
tecame routine for him; and it was a "part of his life like breathin'-j."g

In the fall of 192);, Xennedy began college at the College of the
Pacific in Stockton, California, a small Methocist colleze with less
than a thousand students., DEarly in the first semester he was elected
bPresident of his freshman class, However, this wonderful start in the
academic world of higher ecucation at the College of the Pacific had a
Sshor4 duration, for yomng Xennedy soon ran out of money; and at the end
of +the first semester he was forced by poverty to move back to his home
in Mocesto, However, this move and the lack of money did not terminate
his colleze education. e registered at Modesto Junior College for the
Second semester and remained there to finish his junior college work.
It was during his first semester at Modesto Junior College that he be-
Came supply pastor for the Riverside Methodist Church. After gracduating
From jurior college, he returned to the College of the Pacific and being
&Traduated in 1929.

In college Kennedy continued his interest in debate and contest
SpPeaking, and while his major in college was in speech, he feels that
thig part of his academic training was rather weak. Of his college
SPeech teachers he wrote, "My college instructors in public speaking
Were not worthy to tie her (iiss Painter's) shoes. "3 Although his

°°:Llege class work in public speaking appears not to have made any
——

kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 33.

2Thid, 31vid., p. 28.



R




o ——— e S o e e

73
significant contribution to his success as a speaker, he did continue
his extracurricular activities with the debating team and in contes%
speaking; and he acknowledges that this was of great help to hin., Of
debating he has said:

I think it helped me very much. Indeed I think I owe to my

debating experience more than to any other single thing that

ever happened to me, both in terms of the organization of a

Sermon and in terms of making a case for the proposition that

I was presenting.l

While his debating and contest speaking were the only extra-
Curricular activities in which he participated, they c¢id give him con-
tact with many interesting people. His team met not only debaters from
Other American colleges and universities but also debating teams from
England and Australia. These overszas debaters impressed Kennecdy with
their informal and easy delivery. In contrast he felt that his high-
School formality appeared mechanical and immature. le acmired their
Ability to "hang loose," and through his association with them he
Learned mch, @
Training for the Ministry, 1925-193L
Years of Seminary Training
In the late summer of 1929 Kenredyr registered at the Pacific

School of Religion, an interdenominational seminary located at Berkeley,
CQlifornia, to begin his formal training for the ministry. Thig was a
decisive action in his life, and it caused him some fear. Wwhen he

Arrived at the institution, he walked around the block before he got up

Courage enough to go in and commit himself to three years of theological
——

Lippendix V, p. L.
%Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 36.
3mvid., p. 38.

.



7h
study; but once he entered and started his theolcszical procram, the
three years at the Pacific School of keligion proved highly cignificant.
Of them he wrote:
My three years at the Pacific School of Religion were probatly
more significant than any other similar period in my life. . . .
If you meet great men when you are twenty, things happen to you
that a thousand years will not change.:L
The elements in seminary training that were most significant in
Kennedy's life were the teachers and the content of the classes, not
techniques or methods. According to him there were on the faculty of
the Pacific School of Religion at that time some great scholars who
were effective teachers. Amongz them were some who were liberal in their
theology and some who were conservative. The predominant spirit of the
School was definitely liberal and free; and he rejoiced at the oppor-
tunity of studying in this type of academic and theological atmosphere,
Treely acknowledging that its spirit affected the texture of hiz ming.2
Under this influence it becane necessary for him to "break loose from a
S tultifying fundamentalism."3
Kennedy's program during the three years at the Pacific Scheol
Of Religion was similar to tha® of his college years; studying during
the week and taking care of his church responsibilities on week-ends.
There was not much time for social life, and it appears that debating
|nd contest-speaking constituted an extracurricular activity that was
left behind.
In seminary he did not take any classes in public speaking and

Only one in homiletics--a rather weak and ineffective class contributing
——

lmpid., p. 38. 2Thid., p. Ll

31vid., p. LO.
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very little, if anything, to his knowledge or skill as a preacher.l

However, during these years he was student pastor of a church at
Manteca, California, about seventy-five miles from Berkeley in the San
Joaquin Valley;2 anc the regular preparation and delivery of two sermons
each week helped him to continue developing his talent as a preacher of
the gospel.

When he completed his three years of stucy at Berkeley, he and
his vife drove across the country in a 1929 }odel A Ford and settled at
Hartford, Connecticut, for two more years of study at Hartford Theolo-
gical 3eminary. He does not claim "the purest of motives" for this
Aadditional commitment to an educational institution, but admits that he
Undertook this venture because financlal aid was available and he was
tired of being called "Reverend"; he wanted a Ph.D. Although his per=-
sonal motives for going to Hartford, he says, were not the most noble,
as he looked back upon his years at that school he is convinced that he

was gulded there by a Divine Providence that "cirects the affairs of
3

men."

The theological atmosphere at Hariford was different from that
of the Pacific School of Religion, this MNew England school being more
aware of "continental theology" and the Luropean forms of Christianity.h
Karl Barth's neoorthodoxy was in the air, and again Kennedy's theologi=-
cal thinking was stimulated. In this school he came under the influence
of another faculty that had among its members some eminent theologians

and ph4 10 s ophers.
S~

A ppendix V11, p. 3.
Z¥<enneqy, Wnile I'm Cn My Feet, p. L.
32&0, Pe h3. hrbid-’ De l—lh-
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In his studies along the way leading toward his Ph.D. he, of
course, had to became familiar with some languages than English, It
appears that he studied three; Greek, German, and French, He had
studied French in college and read it with pleasure; Greek was more of
a pleasure to him than he expected and came with surprising ease; but
Jerman with its involved syntax was not one of his favorite studies. He
concludes his remarks about his languare study by saving: "Like most of
my Xind, I dropped the languages as soon as the examinations were passed,
and today I read the Yew Testament in Inglish,"l
At Hartford he took no classes in speech or homiletics, but some
of +the teachers and the new theological concepts he was receiving did
affect his preaching in a significant way. It appears that at that time
the theological aspects of preaching as expressed in the works of 3Barth,
Niebuhr, and other theologicans began to take deep root in his ovm homi=-
letical theory and practice. Kennedy feels that the theologian who in-
fluenced his preaching more than anyone else was lierbert Farmer of
H;;,rt.ford.z He was more orthodox than some of the other professors; and
when he spoke about God or the Bible, he was speaking out of a personal
experience and with an authority that carried deep convicting power, and
at a level that was beyond argument.3 Dr. Farmer's book on homiletics

entitled, The Servant of the Word, Kennedy found significant and helpful

in his pulpit ministry. Of Farmer he says:

I never thought that he was a great preacher himself, but his

theology vas certainly preachable. I've had a feeling that

Chris tian theology, if it can't be preached, isn't much good.
S~

A
Ibid., Pe L6.
ZA p>pendix V, pe 1.

J FGe= ranedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. LS.
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It has to be the kind that demands response on the part of people
and stresses the inter-personal relationship between God and man,

As for the influence of Rienhold Niebuhr's works upon him,
Kennedy says:

Niebuhr influenced me very much for a time, because he came along
as a kind of antidote to liberalism, and he gave a new dimension

t o the gospel, a deeper insight inte it. I think that he saved me
from a rather shallow "social gospel" attitude when he showed the
inadequacy of that kind of a gospel.2

Concerning the influence of Barth on his theology and his
Preaching, he notes:

At first I was very critical of Barth's theclogy; and when I was
in the seminary at Hartford, I talked with Farmer about it a good
deal, I came later on to have a new appreciation of Barth, be-
cause I discovered that his theology came out of his active life
as a preacher and as a Christian in a very difficult situation.
I've appreciated Barth's sermons, especially those he preached in
prison. . . . I see a depth in Barth which I admire very much,
and an understanding of things that have been neglected previously
in Christian theology. I hardly think that I was profoundly
influenced by him, however.

The popular preaching of Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, which was
heard at Riverside church in New York City and over the radios of
America in the days when Kennedy was trying to learn from theologians
and homileticians the most effective way to proclaim the sospel, made a
deep and significant impression on him. In answer to a question about
his attitude toward Fosdick, he replied:

Fosdick, I should think, was ‘he great preacher of his generaticn,
and influenced me very much. I always thought there was a certain
monotony in his delivery and voice, but that was a very minor
criticism. The way he set it up, and the way he organized it, was
right in my judgment, and I thought that he could be about as near

a perrfect example as I could find of the way the material ourht to
be presented.t

S—
A ppendix V, p. 1.
z
Ibid, 3Tbid.

Z‘Rido’ Pe 2.
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Kennedy was awarded the Jacobus 21lowship each of the two years
he was at Hartford, and with this financial support it wus not necesssry
for him to serve as a partetime pastor of a church "o ward off
starvetion," However, after a few weeks of freedom from pastoral
responsibilities he grew weary of having free Sundays and decided that
finances had nothing to do with it. "Sundays were made for preaching.1
le began to complain, as did Bishop Francis Asbury, who had to stay in
hiding during the Revolutionary War, about "the durb and silent
Sabbaths." Consequently, since he saw little chance of being employed
through regular seminary channels, he went cut on his ovm and secured a
position as student pastor of the First Congregational Church of
Collinsville, a2 small village about fiftecen miles west of Hartford,?
In this church he found an intellectual climate, a lack of pressure, and
freedom £rom personal involvement in church finances, Little was ex=
>cted of him beyonc preaciing the Sunday morning sermon, and the exe
Perience was as pleasant for him while he was studyins at Hartford "as
éropping into an easy chair after a hard day's worlc "3

The title of his doctoral thesis was "uman Nature Accordinz to
St I’F‘J-il-"l"' He describes it as being "pretty dull"™ but feels that its
Pain theme has "uncersirded (his) theology and (his) preashing."S
temnecy discovered in his study of Paul that while the great apostle hac
7o confidence in human nature apart fram God, he was not a pessimistic
theologian, It was Kennedy's conclusion that Paul taught that "the

nat
ire of man was not so much depraved as powcrless" and that "the
\
lKennedy, While 1'm On My Feet, p. 51.

2 =3 ~
Toig, 3Tbid.
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spiritual man has discovercd the resources of Jod, and he is saved
ecause he knows his own weakness and JGod's acequacy in Christ."l

In Kennedy's evaluation of his experience in writing this thesis,
he places the degree it earnsd for him as being second in imporitance and
the knowledse of the Pauline epistles which he received and the spiri-
tual insights he gained from looking into the rind of their author, as
being by far the greater reward. The months he spent with St. Paul in
the preparation of his doctoral thesis so overvhelmed him tha® his

theology and his preaching have continued to bear the marks of that

experience.z
In &y of 193l Gerald Kennedy, at the age of twenityesix, becane
the Rev, Dr, Uerald ¥ennedy. His wife and friends celebrated the ir-
portant event with himj and the members of his church expressed their
congratula tions, although, as he says, the glory faded much more quickly
than seeme @ possible and, as far as he knew, the Doctor's degree never
Increased his salary one dollar, However, he admits that althouzh
Success in the ministry is not dependent on academic degrees, the ex=
Perience of working for a coctorate has by-products that are precious
¢ lasting., The self-discipline and "deep down studying" involved in a
frogram cf this nature, he clains, are its chief benefits.B Furthermore,
he holds that it is good for a winister to be adequately preparec for

his .
Profession in an academic vay so that he can neet the other learned

profegs; ;
85i0ns on their own ground.l'

Ibid‘ 21‘bid., Pe L7,
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In this brief survey of Bishon Xennedy's life from the tire he

was six years old until he was twwnty-six, we hawve considered each
phase in his educational background with the purpose in rind of investi-
gating and ermrhasizing those fac’ors and circumstances which have had a
bearing on his training and development in public spealdng. Cur ine-
vestigation appears to support the Bishop's personal conviction that
the greatest and most effective period in his development as a public
speaker was studying under Miss Margaret Painter during his last two
years of high school. Other factors that appear to have significant
relevance to his successful achievements in the art of oral communica-
tion are: his habit of reacding which he developed early in 1ife and his
contiming love for books, his participation in debating and contest
speaking in high school and college, his constant pulpit ministry from
the age of eighteen, and the fact thet he "wanted like blazes %o be 2
Prezcher, "3
Pastoral ifinistry, 19341948

Pastoring Churches in Connecticut, California, and Nebraska

From the time of his graduation at Hartford in the spring of
193 wntil January in 1936, Kennedy remeined at Collinsville as regular
Pastor of the First Congregational Church. During this period of one
@d a half years he took a four months' trip to Durope, which he de=-
seribed as beiny economical (since he traveled by bicycle ), educational
and broadening (since he visited many countries and came close to many
Feople), ang lonesome since his wife was forced by certain complications
%80 back to California and remain with her fandily while he took the

tr
De .
He Femained in Collinsville only three months after his four

\\

1
M_d_o > Dp. 38.
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months'! Iuropean leave=-~he claims that he hes clvays felt muilty =t

leaving that congregation so socn after his return. Put as his tishop
back in California wanted him, he returned to the West in January of
193¢.1

Besides his bishop's neecing hin, there was arother factor that
was giving him grave concern., The tranquil life of the New England
villaze in which he liwved began to bore him; and without the tension of
the seminary upon him, he felt that he was disintegrating. Methodism,
with its quotas, pressures, and programs was in his blood; and he longed
for its drive and organization. Somehow the preople of Collinsville
seemed to understand his feelings; and although they felt that he should
not leave them so soon after his long European trip, they showed no
resentment when he chose to return to California.

Back in California, he became pastor of the Calvary Methodist
Church of San Jose, and remained in that position four years. During
the first part of this pastorate he seemed to pass through the worst
experience in all fourteen years of his pastoral ministry. At times he
Yelieved that he would have to leave this professicn and go into some-
thing else, but before the four years had pessed he was confirmed again
in his conviction that he "was 2alled to be a minister of Jesus Christ
in The lethodist Church, and it was the greatest calling in the world.“2

A mumber o things disturbed him during these early years in
full-tine Pastoral work. Iuring the preceding twenty yzars his life had
been regulate c by school bells, class schedules, and deadlines; but

Sudden]
¥ there yere no more bells, nor pressing schedules, and he had to

1
Ibia., o, «, 2Thid., pe 61.
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srovide his own discipline and choose his ovn order every cday. This was
] p
painful for himj and he suffersd under a nagging conscience, which con-

tinued whispering to him that he should be putting in "more time and

expending more energye nl

Another thing that disturbed him was the fact that there is no

precise way of measuring accomplishments in the ministry. In school he
could turn in assignments, recelve grades, and see wihat he was doing
=3 2 o 3 13

and where he was going. Llhereas a builder could see how many hoards he

had fastened to the framework of a new house at the close of a day's

work, what could a minister see distinctly? Also, he was lenely for the

professors and classmates back in the lerdinary. So few in the church

could share with him his thoughts and intellectuzl interests. Further-
more, many of them were indifferent, anc a spirit of secularism pre-
valled arouncé him,

These things caused him to pass through a crisis which he said
vas like a second conversion.2 He went to God in earnest praver about
all the things that were disturbing him, for he could not continue in
the ministry in the discouraged condition he was in and if God did not
do something for him that he could not do for himself "it was curtains
for his chosen vocation."3 If God wanted hin to do the work of a minis-
ter then God would have to give him power to do it. Uhile this
éXperience with God in prayer ¢id not end all of his problems nor did it
change the remaining years of his ministry into sheer joy, it did lift

him oyt
of his valley of despair and things were never at this low point

again,
e ——————

1
Ibid., .. 57, 2Tvid., p. 58.

3
Ibig,
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In the month of June, 1940, Dr. Kennecy was appointed to be
restor of the First Methodist Church of Palo Alto, California. Stanford

University was located in that small city, and the intellectual atmos-

phere of that great institution strongly influenced the spiritual and

cultural life of its people. There were more professors and cclleze
gracuates in Kennedy's church now, but he found that churches do not

vary so much and that the Gospel is universal in its appeal and that,

while some of the sermon illustrations need to be changed for different
reople, the essential message is the same for all. Here is the way he

expresses this thought.

One of the biggest mistakes preachers rake is to assume that they
There are men

have to tailor their messages to special groups.
vho fall flat on their faces because they try to get intellectual

in one pulpit and folksy in another. The intellectuals are bored
with such sermons and the plain people are outraged.

The Palo Alto pulpit was one of Kennedy's greatest testing

Places, Just a short distance away was the Chapel of Stanford Univer-

sity, of which Dr. Elton Trueblood was the chaplain, When he did not

Preach there on Sunday morhing, same guest who was nationally known
filled the pulpit. Knowing that the greatest preachers in the nation

¥ere pre aching just a few blocks from his own pulpit each Suncay morn-

¢ nade Kennedy "work to the limit of (his) ability and to preach the

A7
Ybes ¢ (he) knew how. n2
While Kennedy remained in Palo Alto only two years (19L0-19L2),

the
T were very gignificant years in his development. Besides the stirma

la
n orf the intellectual and cultural environment with which he was

Strpg
Nde <2, he was also face=to-face with the problem of preaching

Sormg
T that could answer the questions of, and give courage to, a

\
" ay =Y
—-&O, Pe 620

2Ibid., pe 63
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people who were at war, for these were the beginnin; years of VWorld war
II, He had to rethink his own theology on pacifism and the Christian
responsihility to his country at a time of war. Ille lost confidence in
some of his logical doctrinaire positions and decided that it was a

dangerous policy to accept a certain position on almost any point in

theology and then drive it to its logzical end.

3ince that time, doctrinaire positions have had no anpeal to me.
There are great principles by which a man must live, but there
is no way to be sure what those principles may demand in certain

situations . . g we had better believe that life is bigrer
than our logic.

Again he expressed his feeling at that time in these worcs:
I sometimes wished I could be an alleout militarist or an alle-ocut

pacifist. The middle ground is fair game for both sides, and the

lot Sf the man who sees truth on both sides is not always a happy
one .

It was at this time that Dr. Kennedy "felt the first stirrings
of 2 desire to put sonething between COV!’?I‘S,"B and he went out to
Stanfor g University one day and asked ir. Elton Trueblood how to get
startea  at writing a book., The answer was something lilke this: "Take
Jowrsel £ by the seat of the pants anc put that seat in a chair before a
Yrewri ter, For a certain period of every day Jjust write.h

Under the cemanding program of this college church, Xennecdy set

®a newr schecule for himself which he has followed ever since. He
Tose =4 5:30 a.m. and was at work in his office a little after six each

Mrming

He found that he could do twice as much work during the early
Ruo,
"ing hours as he could later in the day, and fram that time on

thrg
gh Tthhe p ~ $ " 1
< years he has made an intellectual and spiritual "power plant"
¥

T X516, p. 65.
3I&>id.

=249 bToic,

ZIhid., p. 66,
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out of three «r four early heurs of each day and in so doing "digcovered

a new sourze of ‘;o':fer."l
Kennedy cdescribed his ministry at rals Alto as "salad c’-ay."2

e vorked hard, but he found more fun in his work than he did in any
s churen remtership end influence wias i

form of recreaticn,
He felt, ag it wes

and every dzy he was growing 1 ninisterial stature,
the bezinniag

epressed later by Churchill, that this pastorate '"was notf %

of the end but the end of the bezinaing. n3

In 1942 Vr. Kennedy becem: pashor of 3he 53t. Paul Methodis

Church in lincoln, Nebiraskae=-2 nove vitich in several respects appeare:’

%> Kennedy and othars %o be a foolish one. St. Paul Methodist Church
was an 0ld brick stimucture, and it wms Lincoln's last old downtowm
congregation, There was uno incrcase in salary and, furtherrore, the

eyes of progressive young preachers were toward the West where Xennecy

was already located, However, he accepted the call because he felt that
God '"nudged" him to do so.h At first he was homesick fer friends and

home back in Californiaj; but soon there were new friencs who were warm,
loyal and dependable, and he began to look upon them as being the salt

of the earth, le decided that any preacher would he hlessed by being in

their midst, and he found “hat the six years he spent in Lincoln were a
"hizh 1>oint in (his) m.’mistry."5

This high point experience was brought about partly by the
Pportunity Kennedy found in his Linzoln pastorate to extend his use™le
s Far beyond the lirits of the local congreza*ion. The sanctuary in

Q¢
Vi, 13&71 1

~_
L Iv14,, p. 63. 2D>id., pe 66. 3Ibid., p. 67.

l‘.LL:d_q., p. 76. 5Thide, po 9.

Methodist Church was lerze and could seat over two thousand




people; and being locatsd as it was in cdovmtown Lincoln, it was used
for many comrmunity gatherings such as high-aschool commencements, con-
certs, and other public meetings. These public affairs gave Kennedy an
opportunity to become acquainted with, and active in, many city and
state organizations outside the framework of the Methoaist Church; and
soon there was an increasing demand for him to speak at various
gatherings., He had an understanding with his church officers that he
would not be away from his pulpit in St. Paul more than two Sundays a
year besides his vacation. He was free during the week to do as he
chose s0 he would travel and preach in other places. It seemed to him
that he gave commencement speeches in every towm in Nebrasica., His work
was exciting, his health was good, and he enjoyed wonderful fellowship
with the people of Nebraska. In looking back upon those six years at
5t. Paul Methodist Church which, by the way, was his longest assignment
in the pastoral ministry, he exclaimed, "Ah, those wonderful years in
Nebraskagnl
During the fourteen years which iennedy spent in the work of
Pastoring churches he was also active from time to time in teaching
homile tics at different seminaries. His first work in this area was
done in 1938 while he was located at San Jose,2 when he was invited to
teach the homiletical classes at his alma mater, Pacific School of
ligi orx in Berkeley, California, about fifty miles from San Jose. He
ent one day each week on the campus teaching his classes and counsel-
%wien the seminary students. This program continued throughout the
W poars he served as pastor of the church in San Jose, and it was an

)
\mchening experience in his own work as a pastor.3 While in Iincoln,

3.2-?-;19_., p. 81, 2Ibid., p. Tl. 3rbid,
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Nebraska, he taught two hours a week at Nebraska Wesleyan University;
and he has also given short courses on homiletics at Union Theological
Seminary, Garrett Theological Seminary, Boston Divinity 3chool, South-
ern Methodist University, kmory University, I1iff, and Southern
California School of Theology. He has received several generous and
urgent invitations to join graduate faculties, and while it was stimu-
lating and enrichiag for him to teach one day a week, he could never

feel that he was called of God to become a full-time professor of

homiletics. i

¥When he was asked to teach homiletics, he went through all the
books he could find on the subject in order to construct a background
of what and how he wanted to teach. Even though the books he read did
not give him much practical help, they did 1ift his sights and increase
his appreciation for the homiletical theories of other men who taught

in that fields During one of our interviews with him he commented about

his teaching experience:

It has been a mumber of years . . . since I taught homiletics, and
1 went through all the books on homiletics that I could find at
that time as a background for what I wanted to teach. I started
out by giving lectures the first semester and finally came to the
conclusion that it was pretty much a waste of time. You learn to
Preach by preaching, and a teacher has to be very careful not to
pPut his own methods upon his students as the only way to do it.
I finally decided that the best way is to have a sermon preached
by somebody in the class and then discuss it, both positively and
negatively. Find out why it was effective or why it was not
ef fective. What about the organization of it and whether or not
1 € 'S plain; whether the man commnicates. On the basis of an
actual sermon which somebody preached, I felt the class was in a
DPOsd tion then really to deal with something live and vital, I
think that the main thing that a teacher can do is to refer to
boolks that will give certain valid principles of good speech.?

N——

L T1bid., p. 75.
2 .
Appendix V, p. 2.
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Besides reading all the books he could find on homiletics to
help him in his new task, he also went to see Lr. Carl Faiton, who had
been an eminent professor of homiletics at the Pacific School of

religion, asking him how to go about the job of teaching seminary stu=-

The old professor's reply was a "low blow,"

dents to preach.
Well, 1 have been teaching preaching for many years, and I've

decided that if they can preach, they can preach, and if the
can't, they can't, and there is nothing you can do about it.
Realizing that his answer was not very encouraging to a beginning homi-
letics teacher, the old professor added=~
He can

But there is one thing the professor of homiletics can do.
help the student to want to become the greatest preacher he is
capable of becaming, and . . . that is no small accomplishment.2

On this point of teaching young men to preach it may be said
that Kennedy's own seminary training in homiletics was weak and inef-
fective,3 and it had always been a mystery to him that theological
schools could take the teaching of preaching so casually.’-l But with his
appreciation of good preaching and his realization that a minister's
After reading

ability to preach either makes or loses real success for him, he went

about his work as a teacher of homiletics in earnestness.

all the books on the art of preaching he could find, he prepared a
Eventually

series of lectures on the subject for his homiletics classes.

thlese lectures were published in a book in 1947 (his first book), the

title of which is His Word Through Preaching. While this book may be

“%nsidexred as the only one, among the more than twenty books he has

"ttera, that can be classified as a distinct textbook on homiletics,

k\‘

lKennedy, While I'm On Ly rfeet, p. 73.

2Tvid.

3Append1’x IV, p. 3.
I‘Kennedy, While I'm On iy Feet, pe 73.
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several of his other books cdo deal with preachers and their preaching
in a general manner. (These books will be described in Chapter V of
this study, and the ones that deal more or less directly with his theory
of preaching will be pointed out.)

In this section of our study we have covered the fourteen years
of Kennedy's life in which he was active in full-time pastoral work.
In summing up the effects of these years upon his theory and practice as
a homiletician both in the pulpit and in the classroom, it appears
reasonable to draw the followin;; conclusion:

1. The experiences of this period stimulated the growth of
his pulpit work into its full and mature development.

2, His knowledge of people and their needs was greatly
expanded during these years of pastoral ministry, and
this knowledge caused him to feel a heavier responsi-
bility of communicating the gospel in such a way that
it would bring solace to those needs.

3. From his reading of homiletical literature and teaching
homiletics in several seminaries, his knowledze of the
content of this discipline was enlarged, and his own
homiletical concepts became more firmly fixed.

L. His habits of general study and sermon preparation became
better established and a regular part of his life.

S. His enlarged experience in the ministry and his deeper
insight into policies of his church and the religious
world in general gave him a fitting preparation for his

work that was to follow,
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The Episcopacy, 17L9-
Bishop of Portlanu, Cregon, Area (1949-1952)
and Los Angeles Area
At eleven o'clock Friday night, July 6, 1943, Dr. Kennecr re=-

ceived a telephone call which informed him that he had been elected a
bishop of The Methodist Church. He was forty years old at the time; and
nothing that ever happened to him, except marriage, he claims, changed
his life so completely as this call which took him out of the pastoral
ministry and placed him in the episcopacy.l It was with great reluc-
tance that his congregation in lincoln gave him up, bu! they were proud
of the fact that their beloved pastor had been 1rade a bishop. Kennedy
cherished the bonds of friendship that had developed between him and his
parishioners, and he knew that such friendships would be a thing of the
past when he left his pastorate and becaime a bishop., From then on he
would be looking for other kinds of experiences. !lis new parish con-
sisted of three states and the territory of Alaska, which later becare
a state,

When he and Mrs. Bennedy arrived in Portland, they were strangers
in a strange land., There were no friends to greet them, and no local
tongregation with which to develop close relations. They were not only
lonesome in their new location but also ignorant about their new job.
‘ennedy  had never been a district superintendent, and his only contacts

¥ith b1 shops up to this time had been "formal and occasional."2 At the
tlose of his first Sunday's activities in the capacity of a bishop he
fll 4 his bed and prayed one short prayer: "O Llord, must I do this

the rest ofny 1ife?3 He had strong temptations to go back into pasto-

ta)
wf, he was under obligations at least to finish out the

o}
—Lbid., p. 81, Tbid., p. B5. 31bid,
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remaining years of that quadrennium. However, as time passed, he becane
better acquainted with his new position and began to find increasing
joy in it. Soon it was the "most exciting calling in the world" to
him.l He found his work to be a pastors, a leader of church affairs in
his area, a preacher of the gospel, and a bridge between the laymen and
the preachers. It was "a task to shrink the ego and drive a man to his
inees."2 The Bishop sized his new job up in these words. "I would

trade salaries with some men I know, but I would not trade jobs with
any man, n3
In 1952 Bishop Kennedy was assigned to the Los Angeles Area; and
as he surveyed the enormous size of his new responsibility, strangled
over the smog of the great city, and faced a few other strange conditions
under which he had to work again, he experienced a few "low moments" in
which he indulged in a bit of self-pity. However, his optimistic spirit
lifted him to the top of the situation before many days passed; and he
knew that he wanted to be in this Los Angeles Area more than any other
place in the world.® He found himself saying with the psalmist: "The
lines have fallen for me in pleasant places."s In this new location
the Kennedys entered into a new joy. They bought same property up on
Santa Monica Mountain and built a home-~the first time in their lives

they had a pilece of property of their own,® and it brought some fresh

Ad di frferent interests to them.

114, 2Ibid., p. %.
31b14. b1big., p. 128,

SIbid., p. 121. 6Ibid,
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In the position of a bishop he was given an opportunity to
travel more extensively than before for since 1948 it has been the plan
of The Methodist Church that its bishops visit a mission area once each
quadrennium. In the fulfillment of this plan it has been the privilecge
of Bishop Kennedy to make many trips overseas, and to visit many lands
where his church has established missions or is doing pioneer evangel=-
istic worx. On these trips into other lands the 3ishop is constantly
observing the people, their history, and culture and gathering interest-
inz material that appears later in his sermons and books,.

The fact that Bishop Kennedy was no longer a pastor of a church
and under the obligation of preaching in his own pulpit each Sunday cid
not cause him to stop preparing new sermons and preachinz them almost
every Sunday. He said that he entered the ministry to preach, and he
felt that a woe was upon him if he did not preach the g:ospel.1 When he
was in college, and later in seminary, he preached two sermons each week;
and since he looked upon preaching as being the primary function of a
min:’l.ster',2 it would be expected that he would keen up his habit of
Preaching quite regularly. During our second Hollywood interview with
him he told us that he preaches in one of the churches in the Los
Angeles area almost every Sunday morning when he is at home, and on
these occasions he always preaches new sermons. Only when he is at a
Convention and is expected to preach every day for a period of time does
ke resort to preaching sermons over again that he has already preached

3t some other place. This means that, in addition to all of his adminis-
trative Tresponsibilities as bishop of a large and fast growing area, he

alg
° Produces a new sermon almost every week.

\-\
J;I@_d. s Pe 135. 2Kennedy, His Word Through Preaching, p. 19.
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Besides the preaching he does in his area he is invited to

speak in many parts of the country, and he accepts these invitations if

his program can make room for them, However, he has only two regular

yearly appointments to speak outside of his area: The Sunday Evening
Club in Orchestra Hall, Chicazo, ancd a church in Germantown, Pennsyl-

vania, In addition to all of this once a year he picks out a church in

his area and serves as its pastor for one month., le does this to keep

in touch with pastoral work and with the real problems of ministers,

laymen, and churches.l

The Bishop's time and influence are not entirely given to the

Yethodist Church. He is interested in national, state, and community

affairs and serves on various boards and committees which seek to im-

prove social conditions, human welfare, educational conditions, ete.?

For several years he has been a member of the California State 3oard of
Education, and his presence and influence on this Board on at least one

occasion did noble service for college speech teachers and their classes

in the State of California.
On this occasion efforts were being made to revise and irprove

teacher education throughout the state. One recommendation under con-

sideration was that there be a decrease in classes which were classifie.}

a8 non-academic, how-to-teach courses, and that there be an increase in

academic areas. Speech was excluded from the humanities by the revising

Committee and placed in the non-academic category,3 and it was voted to

~——

L ppendix IV, p. 5. 2pppendix IX, p. 1.

- 3fred R. McMahan, "Rhetoric of California Rhetoricians,"
Sarterly Journal of Speech, XLIX, Number L, (December 1963), p. L£S.

y -y
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omit speech from California's credential pattern as an academic rajor.

Of course, these recormendations disturbed the academlc speech person=-
nel; and meetings were arranged to fight the action. Cince Bishop

Kernmecdy was a member of the Educaticnal PFoard which would give final
consiceration to these recommenda®ticns, some of the citizens who were
sympathetic to the opinion that speech should be included with the

humanities visited him and solicitec¢ his support.

Finally at a meeting of the Educational Board in 3an Francisco

on April 26, 1963 the issue about the acadlenic standing of speech care

onto the floor for debate. Professor Joseph Wagner of Long Beacl State

College, the president of the Western Speech Association, cefencded the

point before the Board that a speech major could be just zs acadenmic as

any other colleze major. Mr. Braden, Chairman of the Board, and a !,

Norris, an attorney on the Board, put forth arguments in opposition to
Professor Wagner's point of view; but after a few attacks and counter=-
attacks Wagner had the Board spokesmen in a corner and the subject of
laughter. At this time Bishop Kennedy, who was present and listeninz
Intently to the discussion, made a statement in substance as follows:

I usually am in agreement with my fellow board members Mr. Braden
and Mr., Norris. Their logic and arguments are usually excellent.
But, today, gentlemen, I fear you have let me down, Professor
Wagner has backed you two into a corner, and I cdon't think you can
crawl out of it. The professor makes good sense. 10 me, it is
obvious that if some disciplines are called academic and others
are not, those excluded will be viewed as acacerdically inferior.
We know that every course in history or economics, for example,
is not academic at every college. I believe speech is as acadermic
a8 most of them, _But I may have my bias, You see, my college

major was speech.™

The Bishop's remarks apparently were effective in saving the day

\\
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for the speech men, for the 3an Francisco lews Call Rulletin carried

this story the next caye=-
So-called "non-acaderiic" subjects are knockirg at thie door of the
State Board of Education. . . . The board menbers stood resolute
against the onslauzht of pear-shaped tones from the speech teachers,
until Bishop Cerald Kernedy, a member from los Argeles, announced
his college major as public speech. "I hope we will accept spsech
as a truly academic subject" he told Socard President PBreden. o « o
If any of the non-academics cross the line into zcademic territory

it would appear to_be speech, or rhetcric as i*ts defenders pre-
ferred to call it.

Kennedy continued giving the speech men his support; and in the
end Rhetoric, mearing communication, public speaking and the study of
great orations, was included among the humanities cr acacemic courses

that would be acceptatle for majors in teachers! credentials.

A brief summary of Bishop Kennedy's life reveals an irpressive

list of significant accorplishrents far beyornc those of the average

preacher, He has earned {ive academic Jepgrees: A.B, in 1929 from the

College of the Pacific; A.M. in 1931 and B,I's in 1632 from the Facific
School of Religion; and S.T.M. in 1933 and Ph,D. in 193k from Hartford
Theological Seminary. He was ordained to the ministry of The Methodist

Church in 1932, and in the same year received a Doctor of Divinity
degree., Since then he has received nine other honorary doctor's cegrees.
During these same years he has given nine lectureships in various uni-

vVersities and seminaries: the Lyman Beecher lectures in Yale, the Earl

lectures at Pacific School of Religion, the Peyton lectures at Southern
Yethoaist University, the Stowver Lectures at Southwestern University,
the Quillian Lectures at fmory University, the Mendenhall Lectures at

DePauw University, the Ayer Lectures at Colgate~Rochester Divinity

\
1o 5an Francisco News Call Bulletin, April 27, 1963, p. L.
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1

School, the Gray lectures at Iuke University, and the Auburn Iectures
2t, Union Theological fienﬁnary.l

Since 1947 the Bishop has published twenty-two books, only three
of which were published before he became a bishop and nineteen since,
These facts indicate that although his time now is involved with many
adninistrative affairs, he still follows a strict program of reacding,
sermon construction, and writing. He insists that a preacher "ought to
squeeze the Jjuice cut of cne book a day"z; and as represented by the
book reviews he writes for variocus religious magazines, he appears to be
"squeezing" them at a rather rapid rate. At the rpresent time he is
writing his twenty-third book, which will consist of twenty new sermons,

From our acquaintance with Bishop Kennedy and our study of his
life and words, it appears reasonable to think of him as being at the
peak of his personal powers, physically, intellectually, and spiritually,
at the present time., He will reac¢, think, travel, preach, and write for

many more years; and he will still be considered as one of the great

masters in the modern Christian pulpit for some time to corme.

Lmots Who In America, Vol. 33 (Chicago: Marquis Publishing
Building, "156L-13857, pe 1079,

2Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 72,
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CHAPTER IV

e

THE THEOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY OF BISHCOP YEN.wiw

Introduction
The scrmons a minister preaches grow out of his uliecology and
his philosophy of lire., In fact, in these .unctions of his mind and
soul 1s found the source c¢i both his theory and practice as a preacher,
It is tbhe purpose of this chapter to give consideration to these two
major influences in Bisiovo hennecy's life., first, consideration will

be given to his theolozs. Tris will be followed by a consideration of

his philesopliy.

Theology
The first fifty years of Bishop Kennecy's life have been lived
in a period of world his tory thalt has seen significant and far-reachirg
changes in a1 phases of human life: material, social, intellactual,
and Spiritual, It has been descrited as a transitional age between two
great and Gifferert epochs. Dr. Matthew Spinka, a professor of histori-
cal theology who has taught in several of America's leading seminaries
in i
cluding the Hartford Theological Seminary, where Kennedy received his
Fh,
b degree, writes of this period as follows:
|2
i? il;e Stending on the threshold of a new age, often referred to
p;e © Tatomic!' or the 'space' agc. By this designation the
teclslint era is characterized as predorirantly mechanistic and
that O©logical in nature. . . . I am inclined to accept the view
Ours is a transitional, rather than a new, fully developed,

age . 4 X
8 o « Is it not perhaps more realistic to regard our period

97
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as the new 'cark ages' analozous to a similar era after the 1
cownfall of the Roman and the rise of the mecieval civilizations?

While Spinka stresses the fact that the present age is charac-
terized as being Yrredominantly mechanistic and technological in
nature,"2 he does not neglect or pass over lightly the chanves that are
taking place in man's ideological and spiritual worlds,

Nor should we be blind to the ‘corrosive acids of modernity' and
their effects on Western democracies. As we have seen in the
entire present study, the lack of spiritual imperative, painfully
absent in these lands, has resulted to an alarming_degree in
moral, intellectual, and even physical flabbiness.

Dr. L. Harold DeWolf, Professor of Systematic Theology, Boston
lniversity, expresses a similar thought about the present age: "We
live in an age of umparalleled breadth, depth, and speed of change in
science, economics, politics and modes of living. ks

These two scholars, and many others, give stress in their
writings to the turbulent currents that are flowing through theolcgical
thought today. The church, although surrounded by voices from the
ancient past and rooted in strong tradition, is not in a condition of
"status quo.™ Her religious thinkers may be anchored to the "Rock of
Ages," but they are not static. After cammenting on the unparalleled
changes that are taking place in this generation, DeWolf made the

following statement about theclogy: "Hence the task of recent theology

————

1l

Matthew Spinka, Christian Thought From Erasrus to Berdyaev
’ . . —— S

(Englewooa Clirrs, N. J.: nt ce-TEIul, Inc., 1962), p. 226,

2
Ibig,

3&2.151. » Pe 228.

Yori . hnat'old L. DeWolf, Present Trends in Christian Thought (New
r<: As » —
Sociation Press, 1960), p. 15.
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has been both extraordinarily urpent and &lso more conplex thin ever

vefore. nl

Tocay's reli lcus leacders are responcing in two differsnt direc-

tions to these speedy and revoluticnary changes in thought and culture,

There are many who are raking easy accomrocation to contemporary changes,
and there are those vho are in strong recaction against them, While
there are many degrees of differences in opinicns and shaces of inter~
pretations between these two extremes, it is possible to define, with
some marks of cistinction, four main scheels of itheological thought
that are affectinz theologsiars and homileticians in micd-twentieth cen-

turye (Bishop Kennedy is a church leacer who is in the main current of

this corplex theolegical Moed, and it appears to be necessary to take
2 brief look at these four schools of thought as an introduction to,
and tackground for, the Bishop's personal theclogy. With this thought
in mind, a brief cdescriptive definition of the four main schools of
theology is presented here.)

1., Liberal Theology. This school embraces the theologies of

accormocation to the present secular culture. Primarily it is theologi-
cal thought trat is in accommodation to the empirical sciences. In
various ways this school mocifies the tracitional concepts and interrre-
tations of the Christian faith so that trey will be more reacily
aceepted in 4 culture that is dominated hy the modern scientific methed
of investigation and reflection. It engages in a critical examination
°f all relled ous iceas with an open-rinded search for rclevant truths,
snd 1t aCCeptgs wholeheartedly the use of textual and historical criti-

cism
in the study of the Bible. Insteac of accepting the Holy Bible as

1
'Ib-Ldl’ Pe 1.5‘0
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being divinely inspired from cover to cover, it is looked at as being a
valuable storehouse of divinely inspired wiscom, witi sore parts more
valuable than others for relevant Ciaristian belief and conduct. The
accounts of Jesus and His teachings cre considered to be the most
vzluable portions of the Scriptures.l

These thinkers stress the Christian principles that are found
in the Bible, but not its supreme authority nor the infallibility of
its writers. They contend that theology which cannot be supported by
empirical human experience is not to be looked upon with favor, and
they concern themselves largely with "the social gospel."

2, Funcamentalism or Evangelical Theology. In this school is

found a strong effort "to reaffirm the fundamentals of the Christian

31t

faith, in vigorous reaction and proiest against liberal theology."
asserts the doctrine of biblical infallibility "in its original auto-
graph" and views with suspicicn 211 forms of textual criticism. 1In the
seminaries that are evangelically oriented, great stress is placed upen
studying the 3ible in the orizinal Hebrew and Greek for purposes of
absolute accuracy. oSelievers of this school insist on definite creeds
for their churches and contend for li%eral affirmation of scriptural
ideals anq Standards of concuct. In general they reject the theory of
evolution, Support their faith by prcof texts, believe in the super-
natural, and campaign for a return to the pure doctrines cf the lloly

Blble' "The faith which was once delivered unto the saints."l‘

3. Neo-Reformation Theology. This school is more commonly

kno
"o as "neowrthodoxy, " but those who support this school of thought

‘.\

l-];-b&o, Pe 17. 2Ibid.’ Pe 13- BIbido, Pe 36¢

hJude 1:3, King James Version.
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prefer the name "neo=r-forma'ior" because "new-orthocdoxy” could refer
to a "new" orthodoxy of any ancient relisious tody. These theoleogicsol
scholars are concerned with restoring certain emnhases "which they take
to be the authentic and essential doctrines of the Protestant leformers,
especially Martin Luther and John Calvin."l

In this school there is found a similarity to fundamentalism in

that it is also a reaction agzainst liberal theologians' accomrodatiocn to
a culture that is dominated by the scientific method, IHowever, it is
more sophisticated than fundamentalism in ti:at it accepts some ideas of
liberal theology which are rejected by the fundaricntalists. This school
pays respect to divine revelation which comes "through" the Bible, tut
there is no tendency to hold to the doctrine of the literal divine
authority of tiac printed page. In other words, this schoel rejects the
"1 dolatry of the Book."

Neo-refornationists hold that valicd theolory must rest exclu-
sively upon the Word of dod, Jesus Christ, who is made known to nman
through "the Word as written," (scriptural testimony) and "the Word as
pPreached" (the church's ministry), and "the Word as revealed" first by
God *s acts recorded in the fallible Bible and second, when the Holy

Spixrit awakens a response in a person who hears or reads the spoken or
written Word of God.2

Lbe Existential Theology. In this school the theological ideas

and Concepts rest upon the intuition of the heart and not upon the rea-
SOn3I ry o of the mind. It holds that the truth most worthy of possession

is YOt grasped by objective knowledge of carefully defined propositions,
—

2
%WOH, .02. 22._2., po 77. Ibid" p. 82.
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but by a man's own passionatelyr ianvolved e:dstence., It insists that if
man seeks answers to the ultimate questions on the objective, rationcl
level, "he can only withdraw further and furiher from the reality he
seeks to knorw."1 Furthermore, reality cannot be knowm in the scientific
sense, for our huwman concepts can apprehencd only essences, not existence:
and existence czn be encointered and apprehcnded only by subjective
faith, It is on this basis that the existentialists hold that when man
encounters Christ it will be fatal to seek reasons for believing in Him,
In harmony with Blaise Pascal, the rather of modern existentialism, the
modern disciples of this school are still saying . . .

The heart has its reasons, which reason coes not know. . . . It is
the heart which experiences God, and not the reason., This, then,
is faith: God felt by the heart, not by the reason. . . « There-
fore, those to whom God has imparted religion by intuition are very
fortunate, and justly convinced.?
lines dividing these fields of tlieological thought have been
crosses and recrossed so many times in modern times that they have be-
come blurred, and it is difficult to place any particular theologian or
homi Jetician in either one of the four categories that have been de=
Scribed in the varagraphs above and have him fit perfectly. It is
evident that Dr. DeWolf stated the sentiments of many religious thinkers
when he wrote--
It is hard enough to be obedient to Cod and loyal to truth without
being bound at the same time to this or that school of thought.

I4ost of the thinkers with whom we shall have to do are too imch
1 earnest to be concerned about any such conforrity.

llbid., Pe 57.

. 283121 se Pascal, Pensees (London: E, P. Jutton & Co., 19¢L ),
Fe 3 05.111, Quoted in Spinka, Christian Thought from Erasmus o

rdyacy, p. T
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The sentiments of “ishop Acnnedy re-~arcin:- his perscnal theolo-
gicel frame of reference are in harmeny with Levioif's words just quoted

above, Wh:zn asked by this Investigator about his theolozical orienta-

tion, his reply was "I am always suspicious of schools (of theology),

and¢ if 1 could, I'd rather not be tied up or bound up by any single

school of theology. nl

The Bishop's susplcion of theological schools of thouzht doecs
not rise out of immorance of them or fear czused by distance between him

and them. He has lived in close contact with them all, and his conclu=-

sion reparding nis relationship with them has resulted from personal

experience and careful reflection. His parents were devoted members of
the Methouist Church, his father being a preacher. They were fundamen-

tal in their theology, and this was the school ol theological thought

upon which young Gerald was reared.2 While attending the Collece of the

Pacific, he studied Bible uncer Dr. George Colliver, and while this
teacher did violence to the Bishop's "fundamentalist upbringing," it was
in Colliver's classes that his real love for the Bible was born.> After
fini shing college, Kemnedy continued his ministerial training at the
Pacific School of Relipion, where the spirit was "definitely liberal and
free. nl Here the young theologian found it "necessary to break loose

from a stultifying funda.mem,al:'msm."5 Hovever, Kennedy was nct swept

Concerning certain phases of it he

Way  with the spirit of liberalism.

[

lsee Appendix VI, p. 1.

Kennedy, While I'm On iy rcet, re 36.

3Ibid. L‘Ibido’ po hoo

Stpia.
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my mind, and I became a hero-wershiper of the apostle Paul.”
It was at lartford Theological Seminary, while workingz ox his
doctoral program, that Kennecy became involved with "continental theol-
cgyy, M which later bocare lmown as "meo-orthodoxy" or "mce-refermation®
theolozy. The name of Karl Zarth was familiar on the campus; and an
indication ot his influence is seen in the following statement.:

At first I was very critical of Barth's theology, and when 1 waus
in seminary in Hartford, I talked with Farmer about it a gcod
deal. I came later on to have a new appreciation ot Barth, be-
cause I discovered his theolosy came out of his active life as a
preacher and as a Christian in a very cifficult situation. I've
aprreciated Barth's sermons, especially these he preached in
prison. Basel, wasn't it? 1 see a depth in Parth whick I admire
very much, and an uncerstanding of thinzs that have been neglected
npreviously in Christian theology. I cdon't hardly think *hz% 1 vas
profoundly influenced by rin, however. 2

In the same interviecw he was asksd about the influencze of

Reinholc licbuhr, another neo-reformationist, upon his theology:

You said +that Reinhold Niebuhr also influenced you. Would you
mind making a cormment on that?

Niebuhr influencedme very mich for a tiime, hocsuse he carme along
as a kind of antidote to liberalism, and he gave a new dimension
to the zospel, a deeper insight into it. I think that he saved
me from a rather shallow "soclal gospel" attitude when he showed
the inadequacy of that, I don't think of any school, although
for a time I was very much influenced by neo-orthodoxy, ac nearly
all of my generation was., I am always suspicious of schools, and
12 T could, I'G rather nos be Lied up or bounc by any single
sSchool of theologye

Of the four scliccls of theology described earlier in bhis clep-

Onlr +the existentialist scheol remainc %c Lo considered., In this

sy A n . .
TSterm he also finis an elenent of truth that is helpful to him ac re-

ve . s
Ale d in this statorent:
e ————

Ibid,  28ce Appencix v, p. 2. 3Ibid., p. 1.
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Sinece that tire, doctrinaire ‘O..)if}if)!]?v havz had no arpeal Lo me,
Ters are Jread princirles Ly +hizh 2 mn mush live, but tho-e
is no way to he sure what those zrineciples may derand in wgrt i1
situaticrnia, I abhor the doctrinaires of bobth the right =nd *he
left, The fellow who accepts a certain logic =nd then fellows
1% as far a3 it will go ends vp in an iipossidtle dilrrma or in
an insane asz;yhwm. Li%s is not like that, and whether we are
tallksing about economics, or npclitiag, or theclog, wo had hetter
belicve that 1ife is bizzer thaa our 1og" 2. This, I tale it, is
existentialism, at leash ore brand of it. There is the noment,
the cdecision, the man, and God. None of us are msmart enough to
work those elements into a blueprint that will be exsctly right

when the situation is upon us.

From the many sermons that have been preached by Bishop Kennedy
and the books he has written in which he has expressed his theological
concepts clearly and freely, it is not difficult to construct a synopsis
of his theology. This we have done, and it is presented here in this
study because it is out of a preacher's theology that he has drawn much
of his materials for his sermons and to a large extent his entire theory
of homiletics. The synopsis which appears below was submitted to the

Bishop at the time of the Hollywood interview (March 3, 1965), and he

approved it as being a clear and accurate statement of his theological

beldiefs.

A Synopsis of the Systematic Theological Frame of Reference
of Bishop Gerald H. Kennedy

L. God.

1. God is real.
The existence of man depends upon the existence of God.

"God is he without whom man cannot 1:’s.ve.“2

1Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 65.

2Kennedy, 1 Believe, p. 10,






The universe oy’ o"a o0 2 result of the wisdem and peouer of
God, nnt of chance or blind forcv.l

"In the hezinaine Tod o 0 o "

~

. A description of od,
God is an artist,
There is beauty in this world which is beyond the arasp

of human minds., He ig seen and felt in a suncet, Zorests,

)

rountains, seasice and moonlizht.
wotation from Adrmirzl 3vid,
The conviction csme that, that rhytin was tco orderlyr,
too harmonious, too psrfect to be s rodiuct of bHlind
chance--that, trerefore, there must be purrose in the
whole and that man was part of tha' whole and not an
accidental offshoot.3
3. God is nind,.
"Nature is clear proof of a michty Mind ab work, "l
The fact that the human miad is seeing and appreciating
greater marvels every dav ig rroof that there is "a
vast Intellizence at work" out there ahead of man.g
Le God is righteous.
God has two laws operating in this world,
a, Natural law which operates in nature,
b, Moral law which operates in the spiritual or con-
acience part of man, This law holds up good and

tears down evil. Zvery retional being knows "that

the sense of right and wrong is real."6 The history

l1p14. 2Tbid,, pe 11. 31514., p. 12,7,

bmig,, 1. 13. SIbid., p. 12. 6Toid., v, 13.
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of natiens and =ociety tear testiromy bo the precze

~

and €22t of Tod's hral Lav and "mene of this noles
sense if we hoave a bhlind nmachine for a world."l
5. 3Jo¢ is a person,

rrinci~le, but a Spirit which

Mot a man, nor an idea or

possesses a perscnality which has will, wind, ourpese,

freedom, and celf-consciousness, towsring above nature and
2

man, -

vhen God and rman make an encounter, man is not becoming

< P,

acquainted with a newv idea or principle hut a Livine Person.

+t is this encounter that mares 1ife ~urposeful for man and
gives him a true sense of values.3
6. God is concerned.
Je is not an ahssntee landlord tut is intirately corserned
with this world,
"o rules the ways of our lives, and the world 1is under

Hs control."h

He is earth's ouncr, we zre His stewards,

Final reascn for belief in God.

"T believe in God because he has faced me and laid His clairs
upon me."s
Thronphont his writings RBishop Kennedy impresses me with his

stronz belief that God is nersonally concerned with each individ-

ual and gives individual guidance when a2 person seeks it. TIn

L
1mid,, . 1h. 2Tbid., p. 15. 3Did., p. 16,
hrﬁii‘o’ Te 2180 Srgi(:o, Ne 180



writing of one nof his exjeriences when an important decision
nezded to be made he sAll,
"Yet something seered to be urging ws and T believe 'ind

1

redged me, "

II, Christ,
l. Christ is the Divine Son of Goc.
Bishop Kennedy has a firm faith in Jesus Christ, the Divine
Son of God but he does not try to explain everything about
the person of Christ. The sense of mystery and greatness
of Christ grows on him with the passing years, Of his ex-
perience with Christ he writes,
"He is as real as anything I know, but I cannot draw
rigid lines around what Christ i3,"2
2. Jesus Christ is the supreine revelation of God,.
God is revealed in nature but rocks and trees cannob fully
reveal = God vho 1s a person. When man comes to know and
understand Jesus he comes to know and understand od.
Jesus revealed Joc as "our Father," We may sgo to God
without fear for He loves and accepts us. Jesus revealed
G0d's attituce toward sin. The cross of Chirist revealed
the price God was willing to pay for man's redemption.3
3., Jesus Christ is Divine and human,

He is not "Jjust a soo0d ran't who sets a rizhteous example

1Kennedy, While I'm On ¥y Feet, p. T¢.
2Kennedy, I Believe, p. 12,

31bid., p. 23. bmoic., p. 20.



for ran to fellow. e is Zo< and m=n in one person.  As

man He aet an exsrrle for man and as Tod = is man's

Javiour. "God vas in Christ reconcilinz t

>
W

wvorld nmnto

imself L
L. Jesus Christ is man's Savionr.
Saves man from sinful nature.
"Out of the dea:h of God's 3on coies a power o change
evil men into sons of Goc."?
Saves man from meanness, self-pity and despair.3
"No man or peopls can ever '‘mow peace or security until

\
they come to terms with Jesus Christ."t

ATy 34 i
ITT. Holy Spirit.

l. A living power that works among the people.g

109

The Zishop doss not dogratize about the nature cf the loly

Sgirit exzept 4o indicate tlat “e believes that it is 2
central reality in tre churen, On this point he quot=s
Presicdent llenry Van Dusen of Union Theological Seminary
who wrote of hiis convictions oa the Holy 3Spirit thus:
"in the fz2ith o « o " 1953, D, 53.6

<e The Holy 3pirit works for Christian perfection,

"The Spirit of God (Holy Spirit) can canture 2 man

.‘\ — ——n
Lmid., p. 21. 2Did., p. 23.
3mbic., r. 2h. Ltvid., p. 25.

Skfnnedy, The Farks of a Yethodis®, pe 60.

Svid.,
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and transform his desires., It destroys man's timidity
with an assurance that 'All things are possible with God. '™

(Mark 10:27).1

IV, DMan,

1. Man is a sinner.
"He is a wretched creature doing the things he knows are
wrong, a slave to the power of sin."2
This human depravity brings siclmess of spirit to man and
drives him to seek for relief. He comes to God in his
helpless condition and asks Him to do for him what he
cannot do for himself. When man confesses that he camnot
save himself and turns to God for help, then God has a
chance to change and mend his sinful nature.

2., Men is frce and responsible for what he does.

Man is not bound by chance nor fate.3
"We cannot escare the certainty that God has macde us
free men, and that we must account for cur lives,"

3. lMan was created in God's image and made to have fellowship

with his Creator.
Man is never fully satisfied no matter how much he has.
He "is the only animal whose desires increase as he is
fed.”s
WForever we are under the spell of a divine discontent.

Something within us soars beyond the earth; we long for a

heavenly land."6
\

lbid., p. 61.  2Kennedy, I believe, p. 30.  3Ibid.
brbid., p. 32.  SIvid., p. 33. 6 Tbid,







"God in Christ says to evory nman, "Get un, and Jo the things

that are worthy of a creature who is a son of Aliirhiy

GOO‘:II]‘
o Man is immortal,
"T believe in immortality--in life after Geath, "
Rishop Kenaedy states that there are some thinss we beliove
because "we can feel them, bvrit we cannot prove them."B
While he does not atternt %o give proof terts from the 3ible
to support his belief in irworbality he coes refer to P=. 23
Phil, 1:22-2l a~d the resurrection of Christ as background
evidence for his belief,
"ost of all, I "elieve in immortality becruse of Jesus
Christ, who wias deal and i3 alive ferevarrore .l
The process of giving proof texts and debate in estatlishinz
a Christian belief 1s not attractive to the Bishop.
Debates on imortality interest me very little because I
lmow that my thoushis on the subj2ct are chaped by my
experience of %od in Jesus Christ., 1t is there I find
the essential clue to this life, and the next.

Cn the point as to whether or not the livins can cornunicete

with the dead Ir. Kennedy is not certain., [e writes that ‘e

b

has nc personal proof thabt they can, but he is not +rilline

-

s s £
to deny this possibility--"I just do not know."Y Howev:r,
\

1reic,, po 3k 2I5id., p. 53.

3Ibid, LIbid., p. 61.
SKennedy, While I'm On My Fest, pp. 204-205.

e

6Kennedy, I Believe, p. 56.
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he is convinced *that saints he has krown who rave passed
thron:<h the ex;erience called death are living still and

some cday he will see them again.1

V. Salvation,
1. The plan of salvation originated with Gecd and was revealed
through His Son Jesus Christ.
"There is a realm beycnd our minds and our logic" and it is
in this realm that the plan of salvation was originabed.2
Go¢ is seeking man. He is there all the tirme. He has already
found us and trying to bring us "to the great moment of ex-
perience-~the decisive hor, 13
2. 3alvation is offered freely to all men. It cannot be limited
to a predestinec ;-:roup.h
3, Conversion,
In Bishop Kennecy's theologzy this is the "great moment of
experience--the decisive hicur," when man seeks God and the
blindness of his soul is rermoved and he discovers that God
is alreacdy there.
a. It is not so much man finding God but his realization
that he is found of God. Then the miracle of conversion

takes place.

"We experience a great inner bursting of 1lizht upon our

.
%Kennedy, The Marks of A Methodist, p. 9.
3Ibia.

Egg;g., p. 12.
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dark souls and in that moment we lnow God found us sz

we could nsver have found Eﬁm."l

be . "o cescribe further the experience of conversion Kennedy

quotes John Wesley's description of his Alderssate.
"I felt my heart .« « « and death."2

ce Conversion carnot be forced and it cannct be humanly culti-
vated, but wnen a man has the experience he knows it and
has a desire to proclaim it to others.3

L. The Christian life.

a. lLife after cenversion may not be easy, but it will never
be reanincless and it vill never be sac‘."J

b. A converted Christian lives a different life to that of
a sinner.5

"It has to cost something or our whole Christian pro-
fession is a farce."6
A certain discipline is agreed to and certain worldly
customs are given up.

c. All the commandments are to be kept for a Christian's
obedience is in prcportion to his love, for indeed love is
the source from which obedience flows,!

d. The c¢ntire life must be ordered under the faith that Jesus
Christ is Iorc’,.8 A true Christian will diszipline himself
spiritually, physically and mentally.9

}Igig., Pe 9 gggig. 32239., e 10,
brpid., p. 1. SIbic., p. 20. 6Ibic., p. 25.
72929' 3£Ei§., p. 26. ?Inid., pe 33.
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e. The person who has eatered i~*o the dlessinzs of salvation
will Te consernec ~oout others for vhom Christ died and

will fecl that it is his duby and privilsze te shars what

v
v

. 1 . . . .
he has.” Like Jorn Wegley re will look upor all the world

1., There is a far-off divine event.
"en cannot live without faith in a final plan and purposc
in li.f'e."3
Life is not a rovement of weaningless circles.
There is a '"far-off civine event™ toward which we are
movinzg. The doctrine of the seccud coming of “hrist
reflects the Christian belief tha* 1life means sonathing
and the future holds promise,'*
2., Goodness will win out in the end,
"Tn the latter cdzys it shall come to pass, that the mountain
of Jehovah's house whall be established above the hills; and
. . 5
peoples shall flow unto it." IMicah L:l.-
3, The future life of man will be a continnation of this present
life.
Life after death is wrapped in mystery tnt the visions ¢f
the mystics seen to convey the thousnt that when at Jast

man shall see Ged, as e is, nan shiz)l he transformecd into
ilis likeness.

Panl saic that we who are corruntible--we vho ars subject
to decay and death-=shall he macde incorrupti®le.©

\
lmid., p. L 27ni4., n. 36.

3Kennedy, I Zelieve, p. LS.
L1pi4., p. 50. SThid,
€1vi¢., p. 57.
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Iife in the herealtzr will beo s contianation 27 the life e

o2gin here,

There is another world, »ut it has the sane Lord as “his
one. We cannot beliwve that all of our experiecnce here is
of no value so far as that next world is concernecd. (n the
contrary, we feel that elernal 1ife doss begin here, and
our subjection to the natural laws is a necessary spiritual
discipline.l

In that life we shall know our friends again,
I look at the pictures ta%en a few years azo and am
saddened to note how many have diecd. 1% gives re an empty
feeling to realize how quickly the conncil changes and how
fast they come and o, But every nizht I thank Gocd that it

is my privilege to have this experience, and I am cornforted
by lookingz forward to seeing them 11 again one day.”

Vil The Church,
1. The church is the fellowshin of Jhristians, the one great Tody
of Christ. Jesus did not orzanize the chursh, Zis spirit and
teachinys created it.3

Dr. Kennedy wzde reference to the three separate ways pecople

think of the church as presented in the book, Prosnectinz

n

or a 'mited Churcia by 2ishop Ancus lean:

The High Church, or Catholie "view" which holds that

m
.

Ged and man cannot [ind each other except through the
Chiarch,
b. The protestant point of view which holds that tie
1

Cavrch is the place where the true Word of God is

preached and that the Word stands above Lle Thurch,

IKennedy, With 3Singleness of Heart, p. 37.

2Kennedy, while I'm On My Feet, 1. 73.10.

3Kwnnedy, 1 Believe, 1. 75.




¢. he thirc »eint of view iz that '"which stresses iha
freedom of each believer and the final authority of
his owm inoer experience, and rezards the Chirch
mainly as a fellowship of mren whose bearts hiize been
pnrified."l
It is not clearly stated by Ir, Ksnnedy vhich cf these
viewpoints is most accephtable tc hir, btut fro- his sum-
mary sentence rezarcinz them one would conclude that he
is more inclinedé Lo Zavor *he third view atove the othrrs,
for he writes that the essentinl fazt about the chureh
which must never Ye lost to sight is "+hat the church is
a werld-vide fellowship of men. e
2. The Eouwnenical lovement,
Cn the ecumenrical wmovemant the Bishop has some positive
convictions, He is a stronz supporter of all Zhristian
people working tosszther touardé the cormon zeals of the
church in the harrenious spirit of love and fellowship,
but he does not suppcrt th: "church-union dreamers,"3
who acvocate the policy that all Christians be brought

together under one tent,

That we should strive to bring everyhodr under the
cane tent dess not seem desirable to me.

ble Yo have *he best of all nclities without ziving up
anything simdly do not know what they are talking about.>

The church-union drearers who promiss that it is prossi-

Imbig. 2Ibid.
3Kennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 165,

Lreze., p. 164.3. SIbid,, p. 145.3.
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Bishop Fennedy's anti-scumenicity Iz supported by Ye
following reasons
a, e contends that theology and the church are affested
differently by the times and circunstances under
which people live and therefore is as wide as 1ife,
Ve need, yes, should appreciate, all the differences
ve find in the several Christian chirches for they
h=1» to keep us in foecus. Thers chould be no cowpul-

sion to eliminate thew.
Our attituce toward theolosy arnd! the church is
alwa;s affected deeply by our circunstances. Onit-
tinental tilizolc:y is different from American
theolony because European Christians have heen
throush thinzs ve have never exnerienced. Theolo=zy
must differ from are to aze and fron rlace to place,
This is not because it hasz nno central integrity,
but because it is wide as life and every hurzn 2on-
dition brinzs Christianity in*o fresh focus. Iach
human condition illw:inates afr:zh an affirmation
of our failth. 5o we should appreciate ocur differ-
ences and learn from them uilthout feeling a corpul-
sion to elirinate them.+

Where difference of helief and Thristian practice are
allowed to live in peaceful co-existerce there is
created a wholesome tension which cives life and

freedor to Christ's 3Body.
The older I grow, “he more I question tha* any
tieory can contain the whole truth. OCertainly this
is the case in theclogy, and since education als
deals with wvhols persons, it can never sum up tle
truth in o single proposition. There are too many
exceptions., Any idsa carried to an s.bvrerz Lecanes
fAdra ziree 231 our ccernvictions need the tersicns of
their oppesites., T suppese that to some exteny this
is %le position of the existentialisis, and this far
2t least I am with therm.

1P)ido, F‘o 118.90 211-:':1‘6', Fo ]72090
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degereratine into a narrov parnclial orzanization wilk

cul a visiorn oF its worldcdewiie rissio
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T wss at Colralh. ~lishegler Dar lravy some B3ma oo
in one of the disavssion nericds sf*er = 17 sture,

shion of fodirated Sluwrcli-s cale ). T -
1:*933@0 m;,’ cancdid opinion Lhad "}"‘j are one of the
roorast arrangemants and, so far a: T could zes,
almost 2 2orplete loss., They are nei*lepr Zish nor
fo1) and beeowns sc o parochisl o that theyr lose any visior

vl
of the \'orl’ Crer my Jead bor'y, I cald, wonld any
rore sueh roratresities be formed in my apen, ]

ssue of ecu-

[¥)

sincerity of Yis conviclicns on this
s is shewn in the fcllowinz zrtonce: M"Persone

213y, even if I had the power, T would net cact th
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csralle of recedving enlighbennent fror frve soirces--

ratural sources =nd mxlea-nntural souress.d

2. Hatwal sonress,  In this catesory ™ :hep Kennedy includes
the recearch rethod and the rational procesues. Tt encon=
paszes knowledge and understanding thal comzs te the haees
1ird by observing tre operations of natuse, by th: uoe of

the testb tube and cherical anslpeis, and By otter rararade

Inverntions., vt these instruments ave jimiled, They cane

net tell man Yabout the firalitizs and the r:‘:’:-ar.:in_f,s:,”l-' of

11‘:)109, r)' 119.6. 21biét’ p‘ 16'5'060

3Kennedy, With 3inglensss of 'Lart,
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enlishtemient, man's spiritunl and cictionzl 1ife dis

e

whitkled avey unbil hic rind Ueaores Mtwisted wi''. frustrr-

1

ticn and fear," "an does not live by {(natural) knovledse

p)

A » -, ~e 3 ~
le bhunzer for mzening. o . .

alone, o o o he has 4 Lerrib
Wren sonethinzg beyond reason cries cut for exploration anc
we do net know hov to go fart%er,"z it is then tha’ ra’ness
caplures the hwman wind, therefors normal men necd a source

-
L

cf enlighterment beyond the ratural source,
Srtrz-natural source., In thiz caterory the Tishop | lanes
revealed linowledge, knowledrs “Shat doas not cove froav hiran
=ffort alcne. It is rot discovered Ly the scientific nethod
nor is it & malter of reasoninz through a rrobles Yo 4 cone
clusicn butbt It comes fror Gocd dn the form o - visicon eor
divine enlighterzent which illuminates the human wird,-
Surely we are on safe ground vhen we ohserve Jesus!
affirmetion thet ultinate mwanincs cone 1ot by rational
processes bub by revelation.l
Rishop Kennecy assumes thet every man is potentially carahle
of receiving rev-lations from ch,5 but it is the experience
of conversion that ereates in wman a "mind ahla to arpreciate

the will of C-orl."6 The physical men soon reaches a barrier

beyond which he cannot po, “ut if a man is converted and

lmnia, 2niq,

31bid., Pe 33 thid.
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=11 live cloce Lo Sed, e will 4011 him aboot the in

Ly -

The urse to discover the cnswer to life's ultimate quasticns

is not a cne-gided thrast. Nobi enly 1s tlwre o need in ran
that nakes hin hungry and restless wntil he finds the answers

but God is ready snd anxicus te revesl the answers 4o these

secrets whenever tie preper contacts can te made,

Revelaticn is not so muzh our sezkireg as it is Ged's
3 A

seeking. e is net only reacdy but e is territly amdous
for us tc enter into the secret: of H: nature.-

It is the hurmbtle hesrt rather than the clsver nind that Jod
reeds through which to mak: "is vevelation.2 Ruvealed truth
is oftes Ridden fron the wise and prudent not becouse Cod
Jezpises wisdom and prudence but bezsuse the "wise et tanzled

L

up in their owm conceits and 2linded by their owm pride.™

v

It hes been to the huible, the disinherited, the untrain:d,
that God has appeared. « o o The Bible soorg to be suspi-
cious of the overecucated as if that process dulls ap;re-
hensions of divina “ruth.”

The nature of divine revelation,

9. Revelation from God dees not contracict human experiznce
or rational processes, but it "supnlem rts then and wi-
covers the larser purposes of which they ere a necessary

6
p?.l‘t."
b, Revealed knowledge is not a substitute for earned kncw=-

7

lecdge or a crutch for laziness.

11bid,, p. 8L. 2Tbid., p. 86. 3Ibic.
bpig, 5Tbid., p. 99. 6114, p. 97.

Tivid,



Ce Revezled lmouledue does nobt lead one o cesplan the

clhvech or lead a coh

ouen few to 7o deeper into the "hi-iWin
secrets" of Chrigtianily,
de flevelation from Cod iz nc el
The prophet is not a fortune teller but a spiritand ran

1

~
with dnsighit.©
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Fa 1ron

c. The ran who fellovs the first slimmer of revelation
Cod is in a positicn to have iruch rore revealed to hin.
Ry his willingness to f0llow 2ight ‘e lins mounted to

higher planes of revelaticn,3

From this survey of Bishop Kennedy'!s contact with the varios:z
5chools of theology and his own nerscnal theological beliels, it a.pears
Feasonable to draw the £6llowing conelusions:

1., The theological frame of reference in which the Bishop
lives and from which his sermonic materials were drawn is eclectic. e
has selocted fron each system that whish arpears to him to be valid and
®f practical use in Christian living accordinz o his understanding,

2. The school of theological thouzht = person ray espouse is
NOot the important peint upon which to evaluzte a person's Christian
“Y¥periencs or to measurs the Ceuree of fullows™ip ore Christian may have
*1th anoth-r. "Conservatisn or liberaliwm is not decisive when two
Christians are healing the sick, feeding the hwnary, znd preaching re-
leage to the capbives."h

——

11bid., p. 90. 2Tbid., pe 05,
3Ibid., p. 92.

Ukennedy, While I'm Oc My Feet, p. 1i5.
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3. In his mature theolozical expressions, written and oral,
there appears to be a stronger inclinaticn toward a conservative, ortho-
dox Christian view of theolory. He appears to reflect this view in the

following statenment:

We have been through a period when ministers have tried to heal
the people lishtly by means of a shallow liberalism., We must
return to the orthodox Christian view that men are healed only
by the act of God in Christ.1

In the Time magazine article of May 8, 196L, he is referred to as "the
best of the old winz," and the context of this descriptive phrase inci=
cates that some of his fellow churchmen look upon him as being a
"progressive conservative" in his the010ﬁy.2

To conclude this study on Bishop Kennedy's theolegy and give a
Summary to what has been presented in this chapter, it seems appropriate
to refer to a portion of the Chicago interview between the 3Bishop and

this investigatcr.

He (Bishop Kennedy) told us that he has very little interest in
dull, armchair theology; what he wants is a gospel that is simple
and straightforward, a theology that can be made relevant to the
people's needs. He feels that the 3ible is a trustworthy revela-
tion from God which can be believed ancd preached in simple faith;
yet he is not blind to the studies of the modern theclogians and
Biblical scholars. He refuses to be confused by their studies or
impressed too greatly by their conclusions. He summed up his
theological position by saying, "I guess I'm just simply a Weslevan
theologian.," This is a rather broad statement on theology, but I
suppose the Bishop feels that it states his position about the
best of any expression.

Philosophy

Since there is a close association between a person's theology

1Kennedy, With Singlenegs of Heart, r. 105.

2Time (May 8, 196L), p. 77
3Appendix IV, pp. 6, T.
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and his philosophy of 1life, and since both of thcse areas of intellec-
tual activity are intimatelv involved in the materials out of which a
preacher creates his sermons, it appears to be of value to this investi-
gation to include here a survey of Bishop Kennedy's philcsophy. The
word "philosophy' is used here to indicate the thoughts and principles
which underlie moral and secular knowledge in contrast to the word
"theology," which incdicates the thoughts and principles which uncerlie
spiritual and religious knowledge.

Within the limits of this study it will not be our purpose to
make an exhaustive analysis of the philosophy of Bishop Kennedy, but to
select several categories which will give a cross section of his think-
ing on moral and secular issues that are influencing society tocay, and
in this way construct a general image of his philosophy of life. The
Method that will be followed is simply to state the category and then

list one or more of the Bishop's thoughts on it.

1. Americanism:

I have visited four countries behind the Iron Curtain, and I have
been on all of the continents. My traveling has only increased my
faith that America is "the last best hope on earth." . . . Win or
lose, prosper or fail, I am an American and all that I have belongs

to America.

2. Administration and Leadership:

My idea of administration is to find good men and give them
freedom.

The bond that unites people is a common purpose, which is serious
and significant. Men do not create fellowship out of carousing

together or seeking amusement together. They do not even find it
by spending time together at social functions. They find it when

——

I¥ennedy, While I'm On My Feet, p. 15L.
2Ibido’ po 1090
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they have a common attituce toward work and life. . . . To stand
shoulder to shculder with another wan in fighting for a difficult
but noble purpose is the real fellowship.1

One of the biggest mistakes preachers iake is to assume that they
have to tailor their messa;ges to special groups. There are men
who fall flat on their faces because thev try to get intellectual
in one pulpit anc folksy in another. The intellectuals are bored
with such sermons and the plain people are outraged. The gospcl
is universal and while some illustrations may pack more vpunch in
some situations than in othcrs, the essential messaze is the same
for all.?

Unity does not come about by bludgeoning people into silence and
conformity or by pasting labels on those disapproved of by the
self-appointed guardians of orthodoxy; it comes about through
freedom and the diversity of different interpretations of the
common cause.

I am always a little suspicious of the expﬁrts who have never known
at first hand what they pontificate about.

I am not willing to concede that the office frees a ?an from the
responsibility and the privilege of his convictions,

He (Bishop Bromley Oxnam) liked to travel fast and not star in any
one place very long. So do I. He was never late but always ahead
of time. That is for me,.

Those endless discussions abtout generalities and abstractions
nearly drove me mad. . . « Endless committee meetinzs designed to
waste an evening, a lunch hour, a late afternoon, are a nightmare
to any man aware of the value of time., A friend cf mine Du% 1%

very well: "If the children of Isracl had depended on a committee,"
he said, "they would still be in Bavpt. "l

I read that President Truman had a little sign on his desk which
said, "The buck stops here." I Lave felt that aheut my own ro-
sponsibility many times when finally the cdecision has to be made.
It is poor administration to refuse to make a decision in the

hone that time will take care of it. Time of ten makes it worse
and changes a minor protlem into a major catastrophe. Churches
nay have affection [or men who drift but they c¢o not respect then,
for they know instinctively that such men can cause much damace.
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