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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of thls study 1s to present an account of
the development of education in the province of Manltoba,
and to essess the influence of religious, political, soclal,

and economic factors on that development,

INPORTANCE OF THE STUDY

This study has the value common to all historical
scholarship, a value which stems from the fact that the
present' is a creature of the past and can be fully understood
only through a knowledge of that past., In this case, there
is particular value because the influence of the past is
clearly evicient in many of the present problems of education
i:r:tl:ietfargw’rince\.‘ Many specific problems are, in effect,
recurrences of former problems, and a study of the ati(:le;x;:i;’ed
solution of these problems in the past should serve as a
useful guide in attempting to solve current problems, This
study also has value for the writer as an exercise in .
historical scholarship which should enable him more effectively

ALee s a

to grasp the significance of the intricacies and subtleties

. *

St the present educational system with whioh he is direétly

Concerned,
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direot or indirect concern for the development of education,

Chapter III relates the begimmings of education in the
Red River settlement and assesses the factors that influenced
its expansion and further development prior to the formation
of the province of Manitoba in 1870,

Chapter IV provides a similar account and assessment
for the period from 1871 to 1890 when the province had a dual
system of education administered on a denominational basis,

Chapter V relates the events of the controversy known
es the "Manitoba School Question" and assesses the factors
that contributed to the origin and course of that controversy,

Chapter VI provides an account of educational develop=-
rents under the bilingual system and draws attention to the
main factors that influenced those developments,

Chapter VII follows a similar plan for the period from
1916 to 1959,

The final chapter summarizes in brief and in general
terms the influence of religious, political, social, and
economic factors on the development of education in the
brovince, and draws attention to theose factors of greatest

significance,



CHAPTER II
A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE HISTORY OF NMANITOBA

The purpose of this chapter 1s to present a brief
review of the history of Msnitoba, noting only those elements
of history which provide the necessary background for an
understanding of the educational development of the province,

The present day province of Manitoba has a land area
of 219,000 square miles, extending from the boundaries of
lilnmesota and North Dakota to the shores of Hudson's Bay,
and from the eastern boundary of Saskatchewan to the western
boundary of Ontario, The province has an extreme continental
climate which results in long, severe winters, and hot summers,
Though Menitoba is commonly classified as a prairile province,
the classification is erroneous, for Hanltoba has river
valleys, rolling hills, and many forested areas, The pro-
vince has two large lakes, Lake Winnipeg and Lake Manitobs,
and thousands of smaller lakes malnly situated in the central
énd northern parts of the province which form part of the
Canedian Shield.

Two great rivers, the Assiniboine flowing east across
the southern part of the province and the Red flowing north
fron the United States, have their confluence at Wirmipeg
before flowing north to Lake Wirmipeg and thence to Hudson's
Bay, The population, currently almost one million, is
Settled largely in the belt of agricultural land along the

5



United States border, and is divided almost equally bet-

ween the metropolitan area of Winnipeg and the remainder of

the province, This population represents a multiplicity

of ethnic groups which are still reasdily distinguishable

desplte the gradual process of integration which has been

taking place, It 1s this ethnic diversity which provides

one of the main keys to an understanding of the educational
development of the province,

Europeans flrst wintered on what is now the soil of
Nanitoba as early as 1612-13%, but 1t was largely the work
of Frenchmen which awakened serious interest in the region
and i1ts potentlallties in the fur trade, and led to the

foundation of the Hudson's Bay Company in 1670, After

formal English possession had been proclaimed over this
area, deslgnated as Rupert's Land, there followed a long
period of Anglo-French rivalry Qquring which the French had
an effective stranglehold over the fur trade of the Lake
Winnipeg basin,

The treaty of Utrecht 1n 1713 acknowledged British
sovereignty over the coasts of Hudson's Bay, although the

boundaries of Rupert's Land and New France remained in

dispute. In the decades that followed, the exploration of

what 1s now southern Manitoba took place, and this agaln was

ly.L. Morton, Manitoba; A History (Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 1957), p.4.



malnly the work of Frenchmen such as the renowned la
Verendrye and his sons who crossed the Red River valley

in 1738 and began fhe construction of forts along the

strategic polnts of the fur trade, Morton aptly sums

up the situation in 1760 after Wolfe's defeat of Montcalm
and hils capture of Quebec Clty, the capital of New Franoce:
In 1760 French dominion in America was ended, but
not French achievement, French speech, French blood,

From la Verendrye's day there were to be men of

French race on the waterways and the prairies of
Manitoba,?2

This fact was to be of considerable importamce for the
later political and educational history of Manitoba,

The permanent settlement of what 1s now Manitoba
began wlth the colonlzing ldeas of Lord Selklirk, a plioneer
in thinking of emigration as a remedy for economic distress,
Selkirk had been lmpressed by the suffering of the evicted
peasants 1n Ireland and Scotland, and proposed schemes for
the removal of these sufferers to the vacant lands of the
¥ew World, Two earller settlement projects in Prince
Edward Island and Upper Canada encouraged him to form a
third settlement in Rupert'!s Land; and to this end, in 1811
he obtained a controlling interest in the Hudson's Bay
Company., He used that controlling interest to purchase
from that company a vast area of 116,000 square miles,
lying on the Red River and including parts of the present

provinces of Maniltoba, Saskatchewan and Ontario, and of

21p1d., p.36.
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o Selkirks Grant e

Selllers routes - Hudson Bay fo
Red Riverand PembinQ e = e
. Area of Pemdina Hills L4/l
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Province oF Maniloba —.e.o..o

.—Map showing the grant to Lord Sclkirk and the route
travelled by the early scttlers from ITudson Bay to Red River
and Fort Daer.

Source; McWilliams, Manitoba Milestones.







the states of North Dakota and Mimnesota, This area was

to be kmown as Assinlibola, and in return for this grant
Lord Selkirk pledged himself to establish a settlement

there at his own expense.3

The projlected settlement brought hostillity from
several quarters including the servants of the Hudson's
Bay Company, but it was most bitterly opposed by the

North-West Company which had been founded in 1784 as a

rival fur trading company, The North-West Company reallised

the destructive effect on its trade of the projected settle-

ment, and lost no chance to discourage the prospective

enigrants and later to attempt to destroy the established
settlement,

The land to which the settlers were comlng was a vast,

trackless area fought over by rival fur trading companies

and previously untouched by plough, It was lnhabited by

the native Indlans, the agents of the two companles, and

BSelkirk later disposed of that part of the land grant
which fell within the United States by the boundary agree-
ment of 1818, Chester Martin, Lord Selkirk'!s Work in Canada
(Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1916), pp.139,223, As
time passed, the actual settlement that developed was called
the "Red Rlver settlement®", the term "Assiniboia" being
retained for the larger area of which the Red River Settle-
ment formed a part, "Rupert's Land" encompassed the vast
area that drained into Hudson's Bay., These relationships
are clearly indicated by the maps on pages 8 and 11,
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the lMetis who lived off the plentiful buffalo herds.l+

Desplte the opposition, the first party of settlers

set sall from Scotland on July 26, 1811, for Hudson's

Bay. Thls party lncluded Miles McDonnell, designated as

first Governor o Assinibola, and totalled one hundred
and six traders and indentured servants who were meant to

build shelters for the next group of settlers expected in

the following year, The first party reached York Factory

on September 24, and was forced to spend the winter near by,
On July 6, 1812, they started up the Hayes river and

arrived at Red River on August 30, As no preparations had

been made by the men of the Hudson's Bay Company's post,
the settlers were forced to split: one group built Fort
Douglas at the confluence of the Red and Assiniboine rivers,
while the other went south among the buffalo herds and

built Fort Daer at Pembina as a base to secure a food

supplye.

The second party of settlers, numbering seventy one,

saliled from Scotland in June, 1812, and by August had left

York Factory for Red River, They also were forced to spend

the next two winters at Pembina, but by 1814 they had
rermanently settled at The Forks, as the confluence of the

Red and Assiniboine rivers was generally known, There they

uThe word "Metis" simply means "mixed", and was the

term generally, though not exclusively, appllied to people
of mixed French and Indian blood,
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12
found the soill to be abundently fertile,

The third group of settlers left Scotland in June,

1813. An outbreak of typhoid on board their ship caused

the captaln to refuse to carry them to York Factory, and
they were left, virtually wlthout provisions, at Fort

Prince of Wales near the present town of Churcnill, They

wintered there, and with indomitable courage, set out in
April for York Factory whence they eventually reached Red
River on June 21, 1814,

High handed actions by Governor McDonnell provoked
the active hostllity of the Nor'Westers who in the follow-

ing year arrested the Governor, expelled the settlers and

largely destroyed the settlement, Another party of settlers

under Robert Semple,thenew Governor of Assinibola, arrlved

in August, 1815, and re-established the settlement, Further

hostility by the Nor'Westers who had won the support of the
Metis, led to the battle of Seven Oaks on June 19, 1816, in

which Semple was killed, The settlement again dispersed.

Lord Selkirk, who was at that time visiting Canada,

decided to intervene, He engaged some members of two

disbanded regiments of German and Swiss mercenaries, known

as the de Meurons, who recaptured Fort Daer and Fort Douglas

t0 wnich the settlers then returned., When Selkirk left

the settlement a few months later, he had firmly re-established

order, He had confirmed the settlers in the possession of
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their 1land,had set aside lots for a church and school,

and by treaty had extinguished the Indian land titles
along the banks of the Red and Assiniboine rivers,

The contlnued rivalry of the two fur-trading companies
ended under pressure from the Britlish government, and the
union of the two companles in 1821 brought the hope of
lasting peace to the settlement, According to Nicholas
Garry, wno had been sent out by the reconstituted Hudson's

Bay Company to investlgate and oversee the operations of
the new monopoly, there were at that time in the settlement

221 Scottish settlers, 65 de Meuron veterans, and 133 Canad-

ians, a total of 419 including 154 females, In additionm,

there were about 500 Metis at Pembina, many of whom moved
in 1823 to St., Boniface where, with the addition of French-
Canadian colonlists, there developed a distinctly French
community.5 Some few smaller groups of immigrants arrived

later, but essentlally the colonization of Red River was

complete by 1826, The advent of peace and the more con-

centrated settlement enabled the work of civilizatlion to

proceed, and churches and schools soon made thelr appearance,
The government of Assinibola remained a proprietory

government of the Earls of Selkirk until 1834 when Assiniboia

vas returned to the Hudson's Bay Company, Even then, however,

little provision was made for the government of the settle=-

ment, The Company retained both the post of Governor and the

5H0rt0n, 92_.0_113_. ’ poélo
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Council of Assinibole which, though appointlve, was also
broadly representative, Effectlive government, however;
remained government by acquiescence,with the well armed
and disciplined Metlis remaining at once the most potent
force in, and the greatest danger to, the settlement,
There was constant resentment at the Company's continued
monopoly in trade with the Indians, and a growling demand
for an elected representative government,

By the 1840's the Eked River settlement had taken on
its permanent character, The centre of the settlement was
by this time Fort Garry where the Governor and Council
of Assinibola guided the affairs of the settlement with
little interference from the Governor of Rupert's Land
or from the Governor and Committee in England.6 Closely
linked with thils governing clique were the Anglicens led
by the Bishop of Rupert's Land who was = member of the
Council, Five miles below Fort Garry, in the parish of
Kildonan, were the Presbyterian Scots who had no spiritual
leader until the arrival of the Rev, John Black in 1851,
The French and Metls settlers were largely in groups east
of the Red Rlver and centered on St, Boniface, Thelr Roman

Catholic bishop also sat on the Council of Assiniboia, From

———

6Margaret McWilliams, Manitoba Milestones (Toronto:
J.M, Dent, 1928), p.64, After the amelgamation of the com=-
Penies in 1821, the reconstituted company appolnted a Gover=-
nor of Rupert'!s Land who resided sometimes in Montreal and
sometimes in the Company's territories, Subordinate to him
was the Governor of Assiniboia who resided regularly in the
Bed River settlement,
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St. Boniface thelr settlements spread to St, Vital and
St.Norbert; while there was another Metis settlement at
White Horse Plain on the northern bank of the Assiniboine
river, There were other smell mixed settlements at
Headingley, Pembina and Portage la Frairie,

The eauthorilty of the Company was considerably strength-
ened by the arrival in 1846 of a force of nearly 400 soldiers
sent by the British government which feared that the trouble
with the United States over the Oregon boundary might extend
to the Red River settlement, The garrison left the settle-
rent in 1855, but was replaced two years later by another
garrison which stayed till 1861,

The presence of a garrison had a quietening effect on
the opposition to the Company's rule; and the settlement
progressed and developed the attributes of a civilized
soclety., The o0ld isolation soon disappeared, In 1853 a
monthly postal servlice through St. Paul, Minnesota, brought
the settlers into more frequent communication with the out-
side world; and by 1859 the trade route from Fort Garry to
St, Paul had largely replaced that through York Factory,
With the ending of isolation, changes rapidly occurred, In
1859 the Nor'Wester, the first newspaper published in

wvestern Canada, began publication in the settlement; and
in that same year the Red river wes opened for regular
steamboat service to Minnesota, The settlement was opened

to American influence,
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As Red Kiver settlement developed, so dild its signifi-
cance to Canada lncrease, The 1dea of confederation,
already being discussed by the late 1850's, presupposed
eventual communlcation, across the territory of Red River,
with Britlsh Columbia, the British cclony on the Paciflc
coast, The attalnment of responsible government in Canada
in 1849 made Canadians more willing to listen to the com=-
pPlaints agalnst Company rule from the settlers at Red River,

The Hudson's Bay Company license was due to expire
in 1859, and, in preparation for this, the British Parlia-
ment in 1857 appointed a select committee to consider the
state of the British possessions under Company rule, The
Canadlan government vigorously urged that settlement be
rermitted as far as the kocky mountains and argued that
Anerican encroachment from Minnesota would be dangerous to
British interests if the country remained unsettled.7 To
support 1ts views, the Canadian government sent out two
expeditions of exploratlion whose findings proved that the
land was well suited for settlement but also indlcated the
great difficulties that would be faced in the construction
of a road linking Red River with Canada,

Canada did not act lmmediately on the arrangements,

outlined in the report of the British parllamentary select

7George Bryce, A Short History of the Canadian People
(Toronto: W,J. Gage, 1887), p.455.
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comnittee, for taking over control of the Red River settlement,

The rule of the Hudson's Bay Company continued for ten more

years, with 1ts authority gradually weakening, and with the

energetic Canzdlans and Americans, who were now pushing

into the territory, demending a share in the government,

The Nor'lester became the centre of opposition to Company

rule, and served as the voice of the Canzdian party which

unceaslingly advocated union with Canada.8
During this last decade of Company rule, the settlement

made steady progress desplte the ravages of grasshoppers

and a series of poor harvests, The village of Winnipeg was

established, but the centre of 1life and population 1in the

settlement remalned at St, Andrews, end the centre of Conm-

peny rule, at Fort Garry, Politlcally, however, the settle-

nent was turbulent., The people of Red River were united in

thelr desire to end Company rule, but by no means ln agree-

zent on any future course of action, The new Cenadian

settlers favoured union with the recently established

Dominion of Canada; a second group favoured annexation by

the United States; a third group favoured the status of

British colony with no ties to Canada, The continual

trickle of immigration and the gradual advance of agricultural

settlement further dlsturbed the Indians znd Metls who feared

the end of their accustomed way of 1life, The withdrawal of

8Chester Ilartin, The First New Province of the Dominion
(Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1920), p.l4,
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the military garrison in 1861 hzd removed the main stabiliz-
ing influence in the settlement,

The first parliament of the newly formed Dominion of
Cenada in 1867 urged that Rupert's Land be brought into
the Dominlon; and an agreement was reached in the following
year by which the Hudson's Bay Compeny would surrender its
rights to Rupert's Land in return for a payment of £300,000
by the Canadian government, Before negotiations were com-
Plete, the Canadian government sent parties to survey the
land in the settlement, and the fear among the letis that
their lands were to be taken from them, The survey had
Scarcely begun when 1t was forcibly interrupted by a party
of lietls, led by Louls Riel, who threatened violence if the
survey were not halted, The settlement was in turmolil; end
Tache, the bishop of St. Boniface, who might have had a
calming effect, was absent in Eome attending the Vatlcan
Council, William MacDougall, a man who understood little
of the real situation in ked River, was appolinted the first
Governor and was ordered to proceed to the settlement,
there to awalt the announcement of the proclamation estab-
lishing his authority, When he arrived, hls entry was
blocked by the Comite National des Metis under Riel,

Louis Riel, a young Metls, had become the natural
leader of the Metis. Born in 1844, he had been sent by
Bishop Tache to be educated at the Sulplcian College 1in

Yontreal, Having eventually decided against a priestly
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vocation, he had returned to the west where, by virtue
of his education and his personzality, he soon became the
accepted leader of the lletis, He became the secretary

of the Comite Natlional des Metls, the group which prevented

the entry of Governor MacDougall who then returned to
Ottawa,

The basic problems which later led to violent and
traglc consequencies were the distrust and fear felt by
many people of Red River towards union with Canada, They
tended to Jjudge Canada by the behaviour of members of the
Canadian party in Red River; and the difficulties arose
meinly from the French and Roman Catholic sections of the
community, The Canzdian confederation was only two years
old, and the French of Quebec were ultra-conscious of their
rights in the new Dominlon, As lMorton points out, r'rench
Canada "was prepared to see in the fate of the Metis the

9

fate of the French element in the North west", Some of

these feelings had been transmitted to Red River by Riel,
and, as Martin states:
Nelther the Roman Catholic clergy nor the primitive
people beneath their control at the Red Eiver could

be expected_ to welcome Canadian domination without
safeguards,10

9w.L. Morton, Mznitoba: The Birth of 2 Province (Winni-
reg: Manitoba Record Soclety, 1965),p.x,

10partin, The First New Province of the Dominion, p.l6,
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Riel and his supporters took to violence in their
quest for safeguards, They took possession of Fort Garry
on November 3, 1869, end from that time they gradually
assumed the position that they were the constituted author-
ity able to negotiate with the Canadian government for the
future government of the settlement, At thls stage, Riel
enjoyed the general support of all partles at Eed River
with the exception of the Canadian party. The people
argued that Canada had no legal rights or powers in ked
Biver because the transfer had not been completed and the
preople had not been consulted., Red River, they argued,
was in a state of nature and might lawfully establish a
provisional government for mutual protection and security.ll

Riel called a convention, but the delegates quarrelled
and accomplished nothing except the proclzmation of the
first List of Rights, ERlel then imprisoned the leading
members of the Canadian party and established a Provisional
Government of which he became president,

The Canadian government postponed the transfer of
sovereignty and sent Donald A, Smith, Chief Officer of the

kudson's Bay Company &t Montreal, as a special commissioner

1lyorton points out that this exercise in natural law
overlooked both the sovereignty of the British crown and
the fact that the Hudson's Bay Company authorities were to
govern untll & Canadlan governor took over on the agreed
date of transfer, Morton, Manitoba: The Birth of a Province,

p.x1,
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empowered to treat "with the people of Red River" on the
terms of entry into the Dominion, Smith ignored the
Provisional Government and appealed in a mass meeting to
all the settlers, It was agreed that a convention, with
equal representatlon of the English and French parishes,
should meet and prepare terms for submission to the Canadian
government.12 The convention also agreed to establish a
Provisional Govermment of which Eiel again became president;
and appointed three delegates to negotiate with the Canadlan
government: Judge John Black, the Rev, Noel=-Joseph Ritchot,
and Alfred H, Scott.13

For a time good will prevaliled; but kiel's failure to
release immediately the imprisoned members of the Canadlan
party, and his high handed actions, agaln provoked discord,
iis delusions of grandeur, possibly the first symptoms of
his eventual insanity, and his execution of the Orangeman,
Thonas Scott, provoked an outburst in Protestant Ontarlo
which saw in the execution a murder instigated by religilous
fanaticism,

Following the meeting of the convention, Ekilel and his

12phese constituted the second List of Rights,

13Morton, Manitoba;The Birth of a Province, p.xx, Black
represented the established English element at Red River and
had only contempt for the convention and the List of Rights,
Bltchot, the cure of St.Norbert parish, was an ardent suppor-
ter of kiel, and represented the French and MHetls element of
Red River soclety, Scott was an American of British origin,
orton refers to him as a drifter, popular in the saloons of
W#lnnipeg, who was elected as a delegate to represent the
anerican element "in a curious gust of frontier democracy",
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closest friends produced a third List of Rights which
included a demand that the settlement enter confederation
with the status of a province, The inclusion of this demand,
previously rejected by the convention delegates, indicated
yet again the scant regard Riel had for populer opilnion,
Then, in February, 1870, Bishop Tache returned to Red River
from Rome, He returned via Ottawa where he held discussions
with the government, and he brought back to Red River the
ldea that terms of entry into confederation should contain

14

a safeguard for denominational schools, This led to the

formulation of a fourth List of Rights, of which Article 7
read as follows:

That the schools be separate, and that the public
money for schools be distributed among the different
religious denominations in proportion to thelr res-
pective populztlon according to the system of the
Province of Quebec,.l

It was this last List of kights that Black, Ritchot,
and Scott took to Ottawa in April, 1870; on the basis of
thelr discussions the Manitoba Bill was formulated, DMNeartin
claims that:

The Manitoba Bill was drawn up in Ottawa in consulta-
tion with the three delegates, the Rev.J.N, Ritchot,
Judge Black, and Alfred Scott., The negotlatloms,

however, in which Pere Ritchot came to wleld prepon-
derating influence, were based upon a "list of rights"

1“Mart1n, The First New Province of the Dominion, p.18.
liartin points out that it 1s reasonable to suppose that a
general understanding had been reached at Ottawa long before
the opening of formal negotiation,

15Morton, Manltoba;The Birth of a Province, p.248.
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which would seem to establish the French origin

of the Manitoba Act beyond reasonable doubt,,.The

Manitoba Act was based upon a secret "list of rights"

(drawn up at Bishop's Palace, St.Boniface) which

remained practically unknown to the English-speaking

inhablitants of Manitoba for nineteen years, untill

it was published by Archbishop Tache at the height

of the controversy over the "lHanlitoba School Ques-

tion.l6

Desplite the wave of indignation in Ontario at the

execution of Thomas Scott, the negotiations were successful,
On May 12, 1870, the Menitoba Act, setting up the constitution
of the province and providing for its entry into the confedera-
tion, passed the Dominion Parliament.17 This finally settled
the question of whether Red River would eventually join
Canada or the United States, MNilitary forces under Wolseley
were despatched to the new province, and shortly after their
arrival, Adams G, Archlpald, the newly appolnted Lleutenant-
Governor of Manitoba, arrived to assume his authority,

T The Manitoba Act provided for the officlal use of the
French language and for a bicameral legislature consisting
of an elective Legislative Assembly of twenty four members,
half English and half French; and a Legislative Council of
seven members appointed for 1life by the Lieutenant-

Governor., The Legislative Council was 1nitially regarded as

16Mart1n, The First New Province of the Dominion, p.1l8.

17The name "Manitoba" was suggested by Elel in prefer-
ence to "Assiniboia®,
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a safeguard for minority rights, but in 1876 it was
apolished as unnecessary,

The British North America aAct of 1867 which united the
two provinces of Canada, then renamed Ontarlo and Quebec,
with New Brunswick and Nova Scotia to form the Dominion of
Canada had contalned Clause 93 concerning educatlon:

In and for each Province the Legislature may exclusively
make Laws 1ln relation to Education, subjlect and accord-
ing to the following Provislions:=

1, Nothing in any such law shall prejudicially affect
any Rlght or Privilege with respect to Denominational
Schools which any Class of Persons have by Law in the
Province at the Union:

3. Where in any Province a System of Separate or
Dissentlient Schools exists by Law at the Union or is
thereafter established by the Legislature of the
Province, an Appeal shall lie to the Governor General
in Council from any Act or Decision of any Provincial
Autnority affecting any Right or Privilege of the
Protestant or Roman Catholic Minority of the Queen's
Subjects in relation to Educationg

4, In case any such Provincial Law as from Time to Time
seems to the Governor General 1n Council requisite for
the due Execution of the Provislons of thils Section 1is
not made, or in case any Decision of the Governor
General in Council on any Appeal under this Sectlion 1is
not duly executed by the proper Provincial Authority

in that Behalf, then and in every such Case, and as

far only as the Circumstances of each Case require, the
Parliament of Canada may make remedizl Laws for the due
Execution of the Provisions of thlis Section and of any
Decision 8f the Governor General in Councll under thls
Section,l

The lanitoba Act contained the following provisions

in Clause 22:

18statutes of Great Britain, 1867, Chapter 3, The term
"Governor-General in Council" signifies the federal Cabinet;
similarly, the term "Lieutenant-Governor in Council" signifies
the provincial cabinet,
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In and for the Province, the said Legislature may
exclusively make laws 1n relation to Education sub-
Ject and according to the following provisions:-

1, Nothing in any such Law shall prejudicially affect
any right or privilege with respect to Denominational
Schools which any class of persons have by Law or
prectice in the Province at the Union:

2. An appeal shall lie to the Governor-General in
Council from any Act or decision of the Legislature of
the Province or of any Provincial Authority, affecting
any right or privilege of the Protestant or Roman
Catholic minority of the Queen's subjects in relation
to Education:

3. In case any such Provinclal Law,as from time to time
seems to the Governor-General in Council requisite for
the due executlon of the provisions of this section, is
not made, or in case any decision of the Governor-
General in Council on any appeal under this section is
not duly executed by the proper Provincial Authority on
that behalf then, and in every such case, and as far
only as the circumstances of each case require, the
Parlliament of Canada may meke remedial laws for the

due execution of the provisions of this section, and

of any decision of the Governor-General in Council
under this section,1l9

Despite the general simllarity of the two Acts, there

wags one all-important difference. This was the addition in

section (1) of the Manitoba Act of the words or practice,

These two words had far reaching consequences, The last

two sub-sectlons in each case provided for an appeal to the

federal cablnet where the educational rights or privileges

of minorities had been adversely affected; and for the

enactment of remedial legislation where necessary by the

federal parliament,

19§tatutes of Canada, 1870, Chapter 3,
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The first requisite for the establishment of parlia-
mentary government and clvil administration in Fanitoba was
the taking of a census, This revealed that Manitoba had
a total population of 11,963, of whom over 9,000 were
letls, Catholics numbered 5,452 and Protestants 4,8@1,20
Elections were then held in the twenty four constituenciles
into which the province was divided, and by January, 1871,

a cabinet had been formed, In effect, however, real power
lay for some years in the hands of Lieutenant-Governor
Archibald amnd his successor, Alexander lMorris., The original
cabinet had no member designated as premlier, nor did 1t have
any sense of cablnet solidarity or of the concept of Joint
responsibility. The first two Lieutenant-Governors largely
dictated policy and did much to overcome the racial tensions
which had preceded the birth of the province, The first
sesslion of the legislature gave the province a system of
courts, a system of education and a body of statute law,

The courts were modelled on those of Great BEritain, and the
statute law on that of Ontario; but the dual education
system, under church control, closely peralleled that of

Quebec,

207pe various reports of the census do not agree 1n
detall, probably because of the difficulty of enumerating
Indians, There 1s agreement, however, on the balance between
Catholics and Protestants,
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By the Manlitoba Act, however, MHanitoba did not in
practice achleve full provincial status, for the federal
government retzined several controls, The future of Canzda
lay 1n the settlement of the west, and all policies related
to vestern settlement were rigidly controlled by the federal
government, Thus, successive federzl governments long
preserved the monopoly of the Canadian Pacific Rallway by
disallowing railway charters granted by the provincial
government; and they long retained control of the public
lands of Manlitoba according to the terms of the HMemitoba Act,
These two policies, zlong with the question of the extension
of the provinclal boundaries and the question of denomina-
tlonal schools, served to shape the political platforms of
the provincial political leaders, A substantial part of
the political history of Manitoba concerned the gradual
throwlng off of the shackles of federal paternzslism and the
development of full provincisl autonomy.21

If lanitoba at its inception was basically a Irench-
Inglish duality, this situation soon changed, Into the
lands of the west, the Dominion government freely invited
immigration from the old world; and in the decades thet
followed, this immligration combined with that from the older

2ly,s, Donnelly, The Government of llanitoba (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1963), p.26.
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provinces of the Dominion to change radically the racial
and religlious pattern of Manitoba,

From 1870 to 1874 the main immigretion was from Ontario,22
but the latter year saw the beginning of a new era with the
formation of the first Memnnonite reserve, to which a second
was added in 1876, The year 1875 saw the arrival of French
settlers from Massachusetts and the formation of an Icelandic
colony just north of the provincial boundary on the shores
of Lake Winnipeg, According to Morton:

By 1875, then, Manitoba had not quite taken leave

of the old order, or quite entered on the new, But
immigration had brought about two fundamental chenges
in Manitoba: the equality of English and French,
Protestant and Catholioc, had been upset in favour of
the English and Protestant, and the principle of
duality in language and education brought into jeopardy.
The establishment of the Mennonlte and Icelandic
colonies had transformed the ethnic pattern from a
bilingual to a multilingual one, with consequences not
to be felt for another generation,23

From 1876 to 1881 these colonies grew rapidly. A large
influx of immigreants czused settlement to srread wilth the
result that the provincial boundaries were extended in the
latter year, The census of that year indicated a total
provincial population of some 62,000 which included many

ethnic groups of which the liennonites and Icelanders were

22J. Friesen, "Expansion of Settlement in Menitoba 1870-
1900", Papers read before the Historical and Scilentific
Society of Manitoba, 1965, pp.35-47.

23lorton, Menitoba: A History, p.l74.
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the most significr:mt.zl+ The provincial population had
more than doubled in a decade,

The Mennonite325 were members of a religlous sect
founded at the time of the Protestent keformation in Holland
end North Germany, Thelr opposition to state religions
and to the worldliness of the established churches led to
thelr persecution by both Catholics and Protestants, They
differed from many other sects in their refusal to bear
arms, 1n thelir humllity and modesty of dress, and in their
refusal to swear oaths, Rather than conform, the lMennonites
repeatedly chose migration,

The ancestors of the Manitoba Mennonites first moved
to East Prussla, then to the Ukraine at the invitation of
Catherine the Great who grented them the privileges of
the use of the German language and of exemption from mili-
tery service, There, they developed flourishing farm
communities, In 1870, however, the Russian government
enforced the use of the Russian language and revoked the
exemption from military service, Although a compromise was
reached, the stricter members of the sect agaln turned to
emigration as the preferable alternative,

Delegates were sent to Canada and the United States

2l"‘I‘he decennial census flgures are given 1n Appendices
I and II,

25A full account of the Manitoba Hennonites 1s given in
E.K, Francis, In Search of Utopia: The liennonites 1n lPenitoba
(Altona: D.W, Friesen, 1955).




32

in 1873 to search for fertile areas sultable for a group
settlement and to seek written assurances of freedom of
language, religion, and education, and exemption from
military service, They received the assurances from the
Canadlan government; and these were set dovn by the Secre-
tery of the Department of Agriculture in July, 1873:
l, An entire exemption from military service is by

law and Order-in-Council granted to the Denomination

of Christians called MennonitesS,..e.

10, The fullest privilege of exercising their religious
principles is by law aiforded to the lennonites
without any kind of molestation or restriction
whatever, and the same privilege extends to the
education of their children in schools,26

The Mennonites were granted fertile lands to the south
and south west of Winnipeg in two reserves, the East and the
West, There they lived a secluded l1life, isolated from other
communities; but later their high birth rate necessitated
the establishment of other colonies, This brought them
into closer contact with other races, and lnevlitably caused
differences within the Mennonite communities,

The second group of immigrants to arrive in significant
numbers were the Icelanders, Like the Mennonites, they had
an agreement with the federal government:

1, The settlers were to enjoy full liberty and rights

of citizenshlp at once on the same terms as native

Canadians,

2. A sufficlently large and suitable tract of land for
a colony was to be granted to themn,

26G1ted in Franois, op.cit., pp.ib-i3,
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3. They were to preserve unhindered their personal
rights, thelr language, and their nationality for
themselves and for their descendants forever,<7

They had been encouraged to emigrate by the harsh
conditlons prevalent in Iceland under Danish rule in the
nineteenth century, In 1874 a group of 365 immigrants
settled temporarily in Ontario until a desirable location
could be found, The federal government appointed an
Icelandic Agent, and with hils assistance the Icelanders
declded ta settle on the west shore of Lake Winnireg at
what 1s now the town of Gimli, This settlement was outside
the provincial bouncary &t the time, and the settlement
enjJoyed a unique, seml-autonomous relationship with the
federal government, The settlement, however, became part
of the province when the boundaries of lanitoba were
extended in 1881, The Icelanders brought with them a rich
cultural heritage and a long tradition of education,

By 1881, then, Manitoba had changed considerably
since 1ts birth as a province in 1870, The provincilal
boundaries had been extended; the population was more
racially mixed; the fur trade had given way to the grailn
trade; rallways had replaced ox-carts; Winnipeg had been
incorporated as a clty and was growing rapldly, There was
an air of confidence.

The following decade brought many further changes, The

27cited in R.H. Ruth,"4 History of Equeation of the
Icelanders in Manitoba" (Unpublished b.rd, thesls, University
of lianitoba, 1960), p.l4,
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completion of the Canadian Pacific kallway main line across
the province caused a land boom, stimulated further settle-
ment, and confirmed the future dominance of Winnipeg, The
slackening of the boom brought some hardship, and led to an
insistent demand for the ending of the C.,P.R., monopoly, The
provincial struggle against federal disallowance of pro-
vincial railway charters raged until 1887,

The settlement in 1884 of the Ontario-Manitoba boundary
dispute, in favor of the claims of Ontario, hardened public
sentiment in Manitoba for a strong assertion of provincial
rights, In these circumstances, Premier John Norquay, at
the head of a representative provincial administration, was
in a weak position, Omnly political success could keep the
Assembly behind him; and as grievances grew, so did the
opposition to him, There gradually developed an opposition
party under the leadership of Thomas Greenway who strongly
asserted provincial rights, A minor financial scandal forced
the resignation of Norquay in 1887; and this signalled both
the end of the communal representation system and the rilse
of political parties in the modern sense,

The new Liberal party which narrowly won power in 1887
soon strengthened its position by persuading the federal
government to end 1its policy of rzilway dilsallowance, Green-
way then turned to hls other objectives: the enforcement of
economy in government exXpenditures, the encouragement of

imnigration, and an electoral redistribution on the princilple
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of representation by population coupled with the intro-
duction of manhood suffrage.28
Economy was rigidly enforced except in educational

expenditureg; and on the basis of the electoral redistri-
bution Greenway won 2 landslide victory in the June, 1888,
election, The new assembly had only six French members in
a total house of thirty eight. As Morton succinctly states:

The old order, whether the dual system in language

and schools with all it meant to the French, or the

influence the o0ld settlers had exerclised through

their communal constituencies and their own repre-

sentatives led by John Norquay, now existed only at

the discretion of the new majority, largely Ontario

bred and Protestant by creed.,.The election of mid-1888

marked the triumph of Ontario over Quebec in Manitoba,<?

In 1888 the passage of the Jesults Estates Act in

the province of Quebec triggered off a wave of anti-papal,
antl-Cathollic, and antl-French feelling in Ontario and south
western Manitoba where the Orange Lodges had considerable
influence, In Manitoba, this led to the demand for the
abolition of the dual system of schools and of the official
status of the French language, The sesslion of the leglsla-
ture in 1890 saw the passage of a bill to abolish the offic-
1al use of the French language in the Legislative Assembly,
the provincial courts, the civill service, and in government

publications; and of a blll to alter the school system,

This bill, which provided for a system of non-denominational

28Morton, Manitobay A History, p.231.

291b14., p.232.
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schools administered by local boards, and for a Department
of Education with a minister responsible to the legislature,
passed by a vote of 27 to 8, The passage of this bill began
silx years of acute controversy which only partly subsided

in 1896 when a compromise was reached by which languages
other than knglish could be used under certaln circumstances
in the public schools,

During the first half of the decade 1890-1900 there
was a slackening of immigration caused partly by low wheat
prices, tight capital, and the consequent pause in rallway
construction, In 1896 rising wheat prices ushered in a
period of prosperlity which persisted until 1912 and com-
pletely transformed Manitoba, Settlement rapidly spread
through the province as more rallway lines were bullt;
and the province again enjoyed boom times,

After 1895 the Slavic peoples from central and eastern
Europe began to migrate to Manlitoba, Encouraged by the
immigration policles of Clifford Sifton, the federal minister
of the Interior, these settlers came 1n increasing numbers
and turned the province into a polyglot mosalc of peoples,
These new lmmigrants were mainly Ukralnians and Poles,

The UkrainiansBo who migrated to Manlitoba came origin-
ally from the region north of the Black Sea, After centuries
of precarlous autonomy, the Ukraine was partitioned between

Russia and Austria in 1795, The eastern Ukralnians, who

30paul Yuzyk, The Ukrainians in Manitoba (Toronto, Uni=-
versity of Toronto Press, 1953).
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came under kKusslan rule, were subjected to a policy of
Bussification which was intensified after the resurgence

of Ukrainlan nationalism in the mid-nineteenth century,

In the western province under Austrian rule,the Ukrainlans
enjoyed concessions in language and education, and a spirit
of nationalism was nurtured, The first Ukrainian immigrants
to Manltoba were from the Austrian provinces of Galicia and
kuthenia and were therefore generally called Galiclians or
Ruthenlans on their arrival in Manitoba, The later 1mmi-
grants were from both the Austrian and Russian parts of

the Ukraine,

The mass migration began in 1896, Like the Mennon-
ites, the Ukrainlan lmmigrants tended to settle in groups;
but, unlike the Mennonites who were attracted to the rich
farming land, the Ukralnians settled in areas with relatlvely
poor land, There were two basic reasons for this: as com-
paratively late arrivals, the Ukralnlans found much of the
best land already occupied; and many Ukrainian peasants
‘deliberately sought treed land which would provide fuel
and materials for bullding, Unfortunately, in Manitoba
the treed land was only marginal agricultural land,

After the partitlon of 1795 Poland ceased to exist, In
those parts which were brought under the control of Russia
and Prusslia the Poles were persecuted, Only in the Austrian

part did the Poles enjoy some limited freedoms, and it was
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these Poles who formed the main body of Polish immigrants
to Manitoba, The Poles tended to settle not in blocks, but
among the Ukrainlans by whom they were frequently absorbed,

This lmmigration of the Slavic peoples produced among
the British born an initially hostile reaction which the
Conservatlive opposltion was able to use to advantage against
a government already stale and under attack for the educa-
tional compromise of 1896,

The election of 1899 returned the Conservatives to
office, and R.,P. Roblln became premier in the following
year, The Roblin government was continually harassed by
two problems:prohibition and compulsory school attendance,
The continued lmmigration of non-English speakling peoples
and the chaotlic school system that had developed after the
compromise of 1896 both indicated the necessity for com-
pulsory attendance if the lmnmigrant children were ever to
become Canadlan, Roblin's failure to act caused the oppo-
sition to take up these demands,

The Roblin government long enjoyed popular support,
mainly because 1t allled itself with such popular causes
as further boundary extension and the establishment of an
Agricultural College, It came to reflect the needs and
aspirations of a developing agricultural socliety, and this
was reflected in the easy election victorlies of 1903 and
1907, After this latter date, the koobllin administration

pecame stale and 1ts power waned Jjust as the great boom
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also faltered, But by this time the years of prosperity
had left their mark, Winnlipeg had grown rapidly and
attracted some industry., The "lNorth End" of the city,
populated largely by alien immigrants, became the centre

of radical socialism and communism, Labour unions developed,
and led to the formation of radical political parties, The
business community had also flourished., Along with thnese
developments went changes in social thought and attitudes,
The temperance movement was intensified by the growth of
industriallism; and the demand for female suf frage grew
rapidly. The Roblin government refused to act on these
problems; and these causes were taken up by the Liberal
party.

The Roblin government, carrled by its association with
the popular demand for boundary extension, won the election
of 1910 against a Liberal opposlition hesitant to take a
sufficiently firm stand on prohibition and school attendance,
The federal Conservative election victory of 1911 ended
the feud between Winnipeg and Ottawa, In the following
year the provincial boundaries were extended, although the
federal government still retained control of the public
lands in the province, The boundary extension of 1912 was
a triumph for Roblin, The same year, however, brought
the end of the boom, and the following recession aggravated

the social evils in Winnipeg and strengthened the Liberal
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opposition, Polltics became overtly corrupt, and Roblin
narrowly won the election of 1914, A scandal associated
with the construction of a new provincial legislative
bullding led to Roblin's resignation and to an election
in 1915,

The Lilberal administration under T,C, Norris then
took office, and their landslide victory in the election
led to a spate of educational legislation, to prohibition,
and to the enfranchisement of women, The introduction
eand use of the referendum as a means of legislation by
Norrls reflected the democratic spirit of the times and
the general distrust of politics and politicians, Other
legislation attempted to bring the laws of Manitoba into
line with the needs of industrial labour in the clity of
Winnipeg,

The return of the veterans at the end of the first
world war came at a time of rising costs of living and of
unemployment; while the influenza epidemic of 1918-19 still
further burdened society, Under these circumstances the
farmers and labour groups became more radical; and the
strength of the labour movement was demonstrated in the
Great Winnipeg Strike of 1919, Despite these problems,
the Norris government won re-election in 1920 as a minority
government faced in the leglislature by a strong representa-

tion of radicals,
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In 1922 the government resigned, and in the ensuing
electlon the United Farmers of Manltoba, who campaigned
wlthout a leader, won a solid majority and restored stability
of government, John Bracken, the president of the Agricul-
tural College, accepted the invitation to lead the United
Farmers, and became premier, The new government was poll-
tically naive and politically untried, and was kept in
office only by the disunity of the opposition parties, The
government attempted to rule by consensus, Nembers of the
legislature were held to be primarily responsible to their
constituents, There was no concept of cabinet solidarity.
Grass roots democracy had prevailed, and the party system
no longer operated,

The year 1922 agaln brought economic depression to the
province; and the new government became devoted to economy,
But by 1924 the depression had largely run its course, and
there followed a recovery in agriculture and en opening of
the great mineral resources of northern Manitoba, This in
turn brought up the question of the transfer of the public
lands to the provincial government. This was finally
arranged in 1930, and lManitobe then finally acquired her full
provinclal status,

The election of 1927, a year of prosperity, returned
the Bracken government to office, The growth of industriles
eccelerated, and in 1928 the value of provircizl industrial

rroduction for the first time exceeded that of agricultural
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production, The position of the government was shaken by
accusations of improper financial dealings by some of its
members; whlle the decision by the United Farmers to with-
draw from politics 1n 1928 left the Bracken government
stranded, The attacks of the Conservative opposition drove
Bracken closer to the Liberals,

The first signs of the Great Depression were evident
in 1929, In the west the depression was accompanied by the
great drought, Small crops were accompanied by low prices;
and unemployment brought the responsibility for relief
measures, In this predicament, Premler Bracken formed &
coalltlion government with the Liberals, took the name "Liberszl-
Progressive", and won a resounding victory in 1930, He
staved off a financlal crisis by a combination of strict
economy and federal aid; but the contlnuance of the depress-
ion brought some support for such new political parties as
the Social Credit Party and the Cooperative Commonwealth
Federatlon, a fuslion of the radicel farmer and labour
movements,

The uncertalnty of the political and economic situation
led to the defeat of Bracken in the election of 1936,
although the Liberal-Progresslves remalned the largest
single group in the legislature, Vith the tacit support
of the Soclal Credit members, Bracken continued in office,
In 1940 all parties in Manitoba agreed to a coalition with

fracken as premier, and thls coalition government reached
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a temporary financial agreement with the federzl government,
In 1942 Bracken resigned to accept the leadership of the
federal Conservative party and was succeeded as premier by
S.S, Garson, a former Liberal, Garson held together the
coalition until the end of the war and won the election of
1945 despite the decision of the C,C.F. party to leave the
cozlition and form an opposition,

The war brought an lndustrial boom and a revi&al of
agriculture; and these favorable conditions continued in the
imnediate post-war period, Public expenditures increased;
and the rural electrification progrzmme, begun in 1946,
progressed rapidly and was virtually complete by 1954, This
made possible the establishment of local industries which did
much to dlverslfy the economy of the province, and also
stimulated the further development of mineral resources., A
new tax agreement with the federal government in 1947 sub-
stantially increased the provinclal revenue =nd made possible
an increased educational expenditure,

In 1948 Garson resigned to join the federal cabinet and
was succeeded as premiler by D,L, Campbell who continued the
tradition of non-partisan provincial administration insti-
tuted in 1922, His coalition government won the electlion
of 1949, but in the following year the Conservatives
Wwithdrew from the coalition, with the exception of two cabil-
net ministers who chose to remain, The Campbell government

continued to give honest but uninsrired government, and to
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practise the negative democracy well suited to rural
Manitoba which had a disproportionate representation in
the legislature, The result was a lacklustre province
characterized by dull uniformity; a province with little
interest beyond the materialistic; a province continually
drained of 1its youth; a province lacking direction and
dynamioc leadership,

The defeat of the Campbell administration in 1958
by the Conservatlves under Dufferin Eoblin, a2 grandson
of the former premier Roblin, marked the end of an era in
the history of Manltoba, The new administration, unencum-
bered by a phllosophy shaped by long years of depression
and non-partisan government, pledged itself to a vigorous
programme of reform including, not least, the reform of
education,

Nearly a century has passed since lanitoba became a
province in 1870, From a province with a population of
a few thousand, essentially rural, and falrly evenly
divided between French and English, Manitoba has developed
into a province with nearly a million inhsbitants represent-
ing a great diversity of racial and religious groups. The
population 1s divided fairly evenly between the metropolitan
area of Winnipeg and the remesinder of the province; and,
while agriculture is stlll important in the provincial
economy, the secondary industrles of the province contri-

tute two thirds of the total net value of production,
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The purpose of this chapter has been to present a
general account of the development of Manitoba, against
which the development of education might be viewed, The
factors of greatest significance for education were the
initlial and continuing French presence; the later multi-
plication of raclal groups through European immigration;
the recurrent economic problems; the changing concepts of
government; and the gradual but psrtial industrialization
of socliety which brought new attitudes and new problems,

These factors 2ll posed problems with which education
had to deal, and they all, therefore, had considerable
influence on the development of education in the province

of Manitoba,



CHAPTER III

EDUCATION AT KED RIVER

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this chapter is to present an account
of the early development of education in the Red River
settlement prilor to its admission into Canada as the pro-
vince of Manitoba in 1870; and to assess the influence of
relliglious, political, social, and economic factors on that

development,

THE DEVEIOPMENT OF EDUCATION

Even before the arrival of the first Selkirk settlers
in 1811, there had been some meagre provision for education
in the Red River area, In 1808 the Hudson's Bay Company
sent out three teachers to educate the children of factors

1 ond sohofield

and servants employed in its northern forts;
points out that many of the factors of both companies fre=-
quently sent their children to be educated in Britain or
Canada, The result was that "quite a number of the prairie
people, in whose velns French and Scotch blood was mixed with

that of the native races, had receilved a falr education®,?

1F H, Schofield, The Story of Nanitoba (Toronto: S.J.
Clarke Co,, 1906), I, p.415.

21p1d,, loe., oit. The term "Canada" was applied to the
two provinces of Upper Canada and Lower Ceanada,

L6
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The real story of education at Red River began with
the arrival of the Selkirk settlers. These settlers,
though themselves grossly ignorant, were neverthelees
interested in the provision of education for their children,
In 1813 Selkirk wrote to Miles Macdonell, governmor of Red
River:

The settlers who are now going out have expressed
much anxiety about the means of education for their
children, There 18 so much of a laudable spirit in
their desire that it must be attended to, and it is
in everg view, time that a school should be estab-
lished,

The first group of settlers included a Roman Catholic
priest, the Rev, Charles Bourke, who may have been intended
to act also as a teacher, Miles Macdonell apparently did
not regard Bourke as satisfactory when t hey met at York
Faotory, and in fact Bourke never set foot in the Red River
settlement.u In 1812 the Hudson's Bay Company sent out
Franois Swords to be schoolmaster, but he also was a

failure.5

Lord Selkirk apparently had definite views on education

3E.H. Oliver (ed.), The Canadian North-West (Ottawa:
Government Printing Bureau, 1914), pp.52-53.

umaodonell wrote to Selkirk:"The cheplaln is very san-
guine for the advancement of the colony and continues to write
encouraging letters home, I believe he is about to write to
your Lordship and intends to offer his personal services 1n
Ireland, He will be more useful there than here,..I 4o not
think he will ever make a convert to the Catholic religion®,
Cited in G,M. Newflield, "The Development of Manitoba Schools
prior to 1870%, (unpublished M.Ed.thesis, Unlversity of
Manitoba, 19375, P.10,

5Nve1e1d, op.cit., p.35. The Governor reported:Cont'd
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and how 1t should be established in the new settlement,

Hls letter to Miles Macdonell in June, 1813, already cited
in part,

K, McRae 1s well acquainted with the improved methods
which have been invented or introduced with such
wonderful effect by Jos, Lancaster, and he could in

a few weeks organize a school on his plan, if you can
Plck out from among the settlers a steady young man of
a 000l temper to be employed as a schoolmaster, Arith-
metio with reading and writing in their native tongue(6)
are the branches to be first attended to and I care not
how little the children are taught of the language of
the Yankies,?

A sochool was finally established at Red River in
1815 but it was short lived, The 1814 settlers were mostly
Scottish, and Schofleld, recounting their Journey to York

Faotory, writes:

During the voyage a school was started for the girls
and boys on board the ship and it proved a source of
entertainment for the adults as well as a benefit to
the children, The lessons were given on deck in fine
weather and below decks when 1t was stormy and the
school hours were from 1l am, to 2 pm, English Bibles
were the only textbooks used, George McBeth was the
first teacher but as he did not give satisfaction he
wag superseded by John Matheson,

5'Ten of the people whose terms are expired to go home
in the ships; none of them would settle on land, One of them
is Francis Swords, who came from Sligo to be schoolmaster,
But being quite unfit for the duty and a troublesome fellow
among the people, I Judged it best to get rid of him®,

6Probably Gaelio,
7011ver, op.clt., PP.52=-53, The plan came to nothing,

8sohofield, op.cit., I. p.109.
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This school was continued in the colony, apparently
opening on January 16, 1815.9 By garch, however, the
agitation leading to the dispersal of the colony had begun
and reached its olimax with the exodus of June 15, Among
those leaving the settlement was John Matheson, the first
schoolmaster of Red River, Thus the first school actually
established at Bed River functioned for no more than five
months,

Desplte some interest in education evinced by the
Hudson's Bay Company in Londonlo, the situation in the
settlement remained unfavourable for education until poli-
tical stability was achleved with the visit of Lord
Selkirk in 1817. The development of schools from this time
until 1870 may best be considered in the light of endeavours
by the Roman Catholics, Anglicans and Presbyterians.11

There was no permanent church or school leadership at

9Matheson apparently gave satisfaction, Macdonell reported:
*Before I left the Forks in January, a steady young man, John
Matheson, was got to keep school, for which I promised him a
yearly salary of twenty-five pounds, besides all the charges
for the scholars, The people in general sent their children
and appeared well satisfied in this respect®", Cited in New-
field, op.cit. p.34,

10gee ¢.J. Jaenen, "Foundatlions of Dual Education at Red
River 1811-1834", Transactions of the Historical and Scientific

Society of Manitoba, 1965, p.39.

1lppne Methodists were later on the scene, although there
is mention of a Wesleyan mission and schoolhouse at Norway

House in 1841, Oliver, op.cit., P.830,
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Red River until the arrival of the Catholic mission sent
by Bishop Plessis of Quebec in 1818 in response to a plea
by Governor Macdonell, The three missionaries, the Revs,
Joseph Provencher, Joseph Dumoulin and Guillaume Etienne
Edge, arrived on July 16, 1818, and were soon at work
*instruoting young and old, the former for baptism and the
latter for legitimate marriage",'? At first, Provencher
and Edge settled at St.Boniface where the latter organized
a school; but Edge later moved south with Dumoulin to
Pembina where he again orgahized a school.13
Education was extended to the freemen on the prairies

when, in the winter of 1818-19, Dumoulin engaged as an
asslstant a well educated young man named Lagasse, Dumoulin
reported the results thus:

Since this young man did not know what to do this

fall, I advised some of my freemen to engage him as
a teacher for their children; and he has gone to spend

1250enen, op.cit. p.43.

13Considerable doubt was expressed about the wisdom
of establishing a mission and school at Pembina, Halkett,
Selkirk's brother-in-law, wrote to Plessis, August 26,
1822: "Upon this subjeoct, I may also be permitted frankly
to express my opinlon, that the BRoman Catholic Mlsslon
at the Red River, having so long left unfinished their
church at the Forks, having permitted their intended house of
resldence there to continue incomplete and dismantled to the
present moment, having established no schools, nor attempted
any improvement or settlement on the extensive grant given
them by Lord Selkirk, they ought never to have set about
buillding and completing a distant church and residence at
Pemblina, The measure which they thus hastily and prematurely
adopted, has unfortunately tended to unhinge and dlsperse the
Red River's population, and it has evidently served but (cont'd)
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the winter in the camp, where he has more pupils
than Mr,Edge and is, in a way, more successful; so
that he will teach perhaps as many as fifty people
this winter, He has about forty children, and
nearly half of them will know the short catechism by
Easter. I am extremely well pleased with this school;
several wlll know how to read by spring; what makes 1t
even more valuable is the fact that none of these
chlldren would otherwise have been able to receive
any instructlon during the whole winter, since the
buffaloes haxe remained so much farther out this year
than usual,l

Within six months, then, three schools had been
establlished; with lLagasse wintering on the prairie, Edge
at Pembina, and Provencher at St, Boniface, In 1820 two
further missionaries arrived: Thomas Destroismaisons who
temporarlly replaced Provencher while he journied east, and
Jean Baptliste Sauve who replaced Edge at Pembina, Sauve
initially had some success at Pembina, and Dumoulin reported:
Mr,Sauvez I}io] conducts the school very regularly;
he has six pupils who are studying elementary Latin
and French grammar, and about ten others who are
learning to read and write, In two weeks we are going
to give them a publioc examination, which all the
notables will be invited to attend.l
When the survey of 1823 confirmed that Pembina was

situated in Ameriocan territory, the misslon was oclosed and

13t0 encourage the half-breeds and others to continue in
their 1dle and disorderly mode of life, to which, I am sorry
to say, they are at present too generally addicted,* G.L.Nute,
Documents Relating to Northwest Missions 1815-1827 (St.Paul:
Minnesota Historical Society,19%42),p.399,

14cited in Nute, op.cit. p.204,

15Nute, op.cit., p.287. The situation later changed, and
Dumoulin reported to Plessis:"He 1s a priest for whom we must
have forbearance until there is a new order of things. There 1s
nothing more discouraging, My Lord, than the slight success we
have with the ecclesiastics sent to Red River, It seems that
Mr.Sauvez is about to abandon orders in splte of the mission's
great need of him", Ibid., p.321,
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most of the settlers there removed to St.,Boniface and
White Horse Plains, which was later called St.Francoils-
Xavier, Provencher, now titular Bishop of Juliopolis,
returned to St, Boniface in August, 1822, bringing with him
& young semlinarlan, Jean Harper, who immediately took oharge
of the school, Harper taught the elementary subjects, while
Provencher taught the more advanced subjects. This, in
essence, was the beginning of secondary education in
Manitoba, It was a shaky beglnning, however, and Provencher
reported in 1825 his difficulties 1in training future teachers:

Viector Chenier, my other pupil, left a week ago to

Join his father at Pembina, He had decided a long

time ago not to become a priest.,.,.lI had planned to

entrust him with Mr _ Harper's school, but he showed

more and more that he was not fittgd for the work,

80 everything went up in smoke,..}

In 1831 Provencher proposed that Harper assume the

duties of a superintendent of education, but he refused
the offer and went east, He was sucoeeded by Poirel7 and
then by Thibault; while near the mission at St.Francols-
Xavier, Belocourt organized a school for the children of the
semi-nomadic population, He enjoyed some success, Proven-
cher's efforts to initiate education for girls at Red
River bore fruit in 1829 with the arrival of the Nolin

sisters from Pembina, Thelr school was apparently an

161b1d., pPp.432-433, Provencher to Plessis, August 8,
1825,

17Jaenen, op.cit., p.50, Jaenen records that Poire
"closed down his school during the first summer he spent ln
the west in order to go hunting®,
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immediate suooess.18

In 1834 Thibault took over responsibility for the
teaching at St.Boniface from Provencher who, as bishop,
was "the self made head of a regular school system com-
prising teachers of both sexes'.19 A School of Industry,
organized by two ladies to teach weaving, opened in 1838

but burned down in the following year.zo

In 1844, however,
the Grey Nuns of Montreal responded to Provencher's appeal
for help, and four sisters arrived at St.Boniface, By
1845 Provencher had five schools under his direction: the
elementary and secondary sochool, and the girls' school
at St, Boniface; the school at St.Francois-Xavier; and the
school on the plains, In this same year Provencher, having
falled to get assistance from the Jesults, welcomed the
arrival of two Oblate fathers, Aubert and Tache, who were
joined by others in 1846 and 1857,

In 1850 two of the Grey Nuns established a school at
St. Francois-Xavier, and their work here and elsewhere won

favourable comment even from Protestants, S.J. Dawson, a

Protestant and the head of a party of civil engineers sent

181p1a., p.51.
19Newfield, op.cit., p.2l.
20011ver, op.cit., p.787.



by the government of Upper Canada commented:

The Grey Nuns have a large establishment just opposite
to the mouth of the Assiniboine, and another, a smaller
one, at the White Horse Plains, The ladlies devote
themselves chlefly to the instruction of the children
of mixed Canadlan and Indian origin, and the effects

of their zeal, plety and unfailing industry are
manifest in the sooclal improvement of the race, for
whose beneflt they are content to lead a life of toll
and privation,2l

They opened a convent in St, Norbert in 1858, in the follow-
ing year at St, Amme and Ile a la Crosse, and in 1860 at
St.Vital, Many missions were also founded in the smaller
settlements, and from these the priests and nuns were able
to dispense at least a rudimentary education,

Bishop Provencher died in 1853, but his work was capably
continued by Taché, At St.Boniface, the Christian Brothers
took over direction of the Jjunior classes, while the Oblates
continued to direct the senior, By 1858 some advanced
work in philosophy was offered; and the work of the school
attracted favourable comment, The Nor-Wester reported on
January 14, 1860, on "The Roman Catholic Schools":

The last day of the o0ld year was fitly oocupied at
St.Boniface, in a publlioc examination of the Christian
Schools, The examination took place in the commodious
building near the Cathedral, and was attended by the
relatives of the children and other friemnds of
education, The Lord Bishop presided, Taken as a test
of the pupils' mental training and proficiency, the

examlnation would have done oredlt to older, richer,
and more pretentious educational establishments,

2lciteda in Newfleld, op.cit. p.28.
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There was no attempt at stage effect - no mere

rehearsal of parts specially learned for the

occasion and to be agaln forgotten as soon as

acquired - no indications of the pernicious practise of
"ocramming® which are so painfully apparent at examina=-
tions of many of the higher schools elsewhere, Pervad-
ing the whole there was a thoroughness and complete-
ness whioch carried with it the conviction that in this
Settlement at least learning 1is as highly valued by
Catholics as by Protestants, For the study of language
in partiocular, the scholars displayed a remarkable
aptitude. The exercises were conducted in French

and English, and both languages were "familiar in their
mouths as household words", Nor was there any deficiency
in regard to a talent which we are happy to know is being
cultivated by our future statesmen with an ardour and

& puocess before unknown - debating talent; whils% the
muslocal perfofmances were pleasing and effective, 2

After the short lived work of Matheson there was no
Protestant school at Red River until the arrival of the
Bev, John West, an Anglican clergyman, in 1820, West
brought with him George Harbidge who was to act as school=-
master; and a school, with nearly thirty children, was
duly opened on November 1, The Church Missionary Soclety
assumed charge of this mission in 1822, and the Hudson's
Bay Company was apparently quite content to see the Protes-
tants and Roman Catholles sharing the burden of responsibility

for providing schools and teachers.23 In this same year some

22Nor'Wester, Jemuary 14, 1860,

230l1iver, op.oit. p.638, Minutes of the Northern Depart-
ment of Rupert's Land, August 20, 1822: "We consider that all
these people (i.e, those living outside the main settlement)
ought to be removed to Red River, where the Catholics will
naturally fall under the Roman Catholic Mission which 1s
established there, and the Protestants,..may be placed under
the Protestant Establishment end Schools under the Rev, Mr,
West",
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attentlion was also given to the education of girls.zu
Harbidge's school played a significant role in the
life of the community, Baird describes it thus:

It was an institution of no small importance in itself,
It was the residence of the schoolmaster, Mr,Harbidge,
assisted by his young wife in the work of teaching,

It was the home of the Indian boys and girls under the
motherly care of Agathus, It was likewise the day
school for the children of the Hudson's Bay officers
and servants and for those of the Settlers also, On
Sunday morning the congregation numbered one hundred
and thirty and in the afternoon boys and girls and
adults as well assembled there for instruction in

the preclous truths of Christ, It had its agricultural
interests with plots of ground for the native children,
in which they greatly delighted, It was also a farm with
Mr.Samuel West in charge for the supplying of the
inmates with the fruits of the earth; and even an Esau
reslded there, a mighty hunter, to kill and bring home
the products of the chase for hungry little natives
and their white teachers,?

By 1824 the school had become sufficiently important in the
community to warrant oriticism of its teacher, The Governor,
Sir George Simpson, Wrote to Andrew Colville, the brother

of Lady Selkirk, on May 31, 1824:

Govr.Pelly and I have turned our attention very much

to the formation of schools but as yet to little or

no purpose, You will receive herewith copy of a circu-
lar and prospeoctus of a school for the instruoction of
females under the charge of Miss Allez, which I think
is likely to take, and in that case will clrculate some
money in the Colony and may possibly attach or reconcile
some of our Chief Faotors, Traders and Officers thereto,
The only boys' school we have 1s one kept by Harbldge
sent out by the Church Missionary Society, but the

2hyarbidge married Elizabeth Bowden who had been sent out
by the Church Missionary Soclety as a teacher, She had had some
teacher tralning and therefore was the first qualified immi-
grant teacher, After her marrlage, she continued to teach
"*reading, writing and household science® at Red River,

25A.B, Baird, Manltoba Essays (Winnipeg: University of
Manitoba Library, 1919), p.38.
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fellow 1s quite unfit for his situation, stupig,
ignorant, consequential and 1lliterate, Some of

our halfbreed boys in the Colony can teach him

instead of their receiving instruction from him, If

a fit man can be had next season from among the Co,'s
clerks, we expect to establish a boys school under the
auspices of our York Council, which would be beneficial
to themselves and likewise to the Settlement,...

In 1824 West was dismissed and replaced as minister
and supervisor of education by the Rev, David Jones,

Jones in turn dismissed Harbidge as schoolmaster and replaced
him by William Garrioch, By this year the enrollment in

the school had inoreased to "fifteen Indlan boys, four
Indian girls, twenty eight Day Scholars, Scottish and

Half Breed'.27 This reference indicates that the Scottish
settlers, though Presbyterian, were taking advantage of

the educational facllities of the Anglican church,

As time went on, other educational facllities beoame
avallable through this same source, The year 1825 saw the
arrival of Mr, and Mrs,., William Coohran, sent out as a
teaching couple by the Church Misslonary Soclety., Cochran,
an aggressive young man, was instrumental in establishing
the new parish of St, Andrew; and he also took a leading
role in managing the Church Missionary Society farm, His

rlans for an Industrial School at St. Andrews fell through,

26011ver, Qgccit ey Do 2590

2701ted in: R.B, Balley, "A Historical Study of Publlc
Education in West Kildonan to 1959", (unpublished M.Ed4,
thesis, University of Manitoba, 1966), p.90.
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however, largely because of the disinterest of the natives.28

The Rev, David Jones returned in 1827 from a visit to
England, and he took charge of the parishes of St, John
and St, Paul, leaving Cochran with those of St, Andrew and,
later, St. Peter, In 1828 a school for the education of
daughters of gentlemen of the Hudson's Bay Compeny's service
was established; and in 1833 Mr, John MacCallum and his wife
came from England with a number of lady teachers to begin
a school for the sons of gentlemen of the Hudson's Bay
Company., This school was to be run under Anglican auspices,
and was organized by the Rev, Jones and the Hudson's Bay
Company which gave it official support.29 Owing to the
sudden death of Mrs, Jones, MacCallum also took over res-
ponsibility for the school for young ladies in 1836, This
combined school, known as the Red River Academy, was both
a day school and a boarding school, and was probably used

also by the Presbyterian settlers,-°

287aenen, op.cit., p.66. The union of the two rival com-
panies in 1821 had more than doubled the population of the
settlement and made necessary the establishment of additional
parishes, St.,Paul's (Middlechurch) was established in 1824;
St.Andrew's (Lower Church) in 1827; and St.Peter's in 1834,
From these bases more provision was made for the education of
Indians,

29011ver, op.cit,,p.721, The school received annual
grants from the Hudson's Bay Company,

30R,G, MaoBeth, The Selkirk Settlers in Real Ljfe (Toronto:
Wm,Briggs,1897) p.51."From an early date they (the Scottish
settlers) avalled themselves of the school established by the
Anglican Church at St.John's", Alexander Ross disagreed:
"Great efforts were made on behalf of schools throughout (cont'd)
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About the same time John Pritchard, the agent for
Lord Selkirk, opened a private school in a house called
'The Elms', Archbishop Matheson, whose father attended
this school, wrote of 1it:

Traditions in our family indicate that my grandfather,
John Pritchard, one of the few who esceped alive from
the battle of Seven Osks in 1816, started a day

school on the river bank where Klldonan Park is now
situated. Shortly afterwards he moved to a site aocross
the river opposite the site of what afterwards became
the site of Kildonen Church, He called the place "The
Elms" after his native place in Shrewsbury, England, Here
he put up subsequently a large square bullding and
opened not merely a day school but a boarding school
for boys and young men, The institutlion was patronised
by the sons of the Hudson's Bay Company officers and
many of the pupils came from long distances,

3O¢ne settlement,., Even boarding schools, and an
academy for the higher branches of education, Latin, Greek,
and the mathematlcs, were warmed into exlistence; all quite
new things in Red River,,,The Presbyterian party derived
but little benefit, elther directly or indirectly, from
these measures, notwlthstanding they were the result of
thelr efforts., It 1s almost needless to say they were too
poor to avall themselves of the advantages held out by
the boarding-schools, and of too low birth and fortune
for the high school, as that seminary was exclusively
provided for the children of Governors, Deputy Governors,
and Chief Factors, the great nabobs of the fur trade",
Alexander Ross, The Red River Settlement (Minneapolis:Ross
and Halnes,1957)p.132, The Red River Academy long had a
precarious existence, but finally developed into St.John's
College and College School, The initiative came from Arch-

bishop Machray who arrived in the settlement in 1865, St.John's

College opened on November 1, 1866, with three students in
theology and nineteen in the College School, See Robert

Machray, Life of Robert Machray (Toronto: Macmillan,1909),
PP.136-7; also W.J. Fraser, A History of the First Hundred

Years of the College (Winnipeg: The Wallingford Press, 1966).
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The school flourished, I am told, for many years

and had a large attendance of both day pupils and

boarders, It was beautifully situated and possessed

a good many characteristics of the British Public

School, It had a very fine cricket crease and ground

surrounded by large elm trees. The school did very

useful work, but was closed when Mr.,Pritchard became

too o0ld to ocarry it on, But it was re-opened later on

by his son Samuel Pritchard after whom Pritchard

Street 1s named, first on the old site and afterwards

in a bullding which he erected in Middlechurch,31l

The Rev, Jones eventually left for England in 1838,

and with his departure the care of all the churches
devolved upon Cochran until the arrival of John Smithurst
in 1839 and Abraham Cowley in 1841, Bishop Mountain of
Quebec paild an episcopal visit to Rupert's Land in 1844
and reported that he found at Red River "four Protestant
churches - St,John's, St.,Paul's, St.Andrew's and St.,Peter's -
attended by 1700 persons, and nine schools with 485
scholars"?2 Further educational progress was tlied closely
with the growth of churches: St, Andrew'!s parish was
split and St. Clement's parish was formed; while along the
Assinlboine outslde the main settlement were formed the
parishes of St. James, Holy Trinity (Headingley), St. Mar-
garet (High Bluff), St. Ann (Poplar Point), and St. Mary
(Portage la Prairie),33

Prior to 1849 the missions and schools at Red River

31S.P. Matheson, "Progress in Ejucation of the Red River

Colony before 1870," Papers read before the Historical and
Scientiflc Society of Manitoba, March, 1930,

32Newrield, op.cit., D.52.
331p1d., p.65.
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were exclusively Anglican or Roman Catholic; but in 1847

the Scottish settlers at Kildonan began taking steps to
provide thelr own educatlonal facilitles, A school, in
which John Inkster was the first teacher, opened in the

home of one of the settlers, By 1849 this had been replaced
by a log schoolhouse erected on land obtained in exchange
for the original lot set aside by Lord Selkirk, The teacher
was Alexander Matheson,

The Klldonan settlers introduced a new principle into
the operation of thelr school, It was supported by voluntary
contributions; the selection of a teacher was sometimes done
at a public meeting, but generally by trustees chosen at
such a meeting from among the settlers, The teacher's
success or fallure was decided by the inspection and report
of the trustees; and oral examinations of the pupils, atten-

ded by the whole district, were standard practioe.34

34MacBeth, op.cit., p.8l, MacBeth describes the first
Kildonan school which opened on December 4:"Certificated
teachers were, of course, unheard of and besides oral exami-
nations attended by the whole district, the matter of the
success or fallure of a teacher was declded by the inspection
and report of the trustees aforesaid, As these trustees were
for the most part plaln, blunt men, whose own advantages
had been limited and whose dialect was more or less affected by
Gaelic, Salteaux, Cree and French influences, the lot of the
teacher was not always a happy one, When Inkster was teaching
in '49, the trustees came in to inspect, and one of them gave
the leading class in the school the word 'pekilar! to spell,
It had never been heard of up to that time, and so proved a
poser for the whole class from head to foot, whereupon the
trustee grew somewhat lndignant and threatened to dismiss
the teacher whose leading class could not spell 'pekilar?,
The teacher, however, asked to see the word, and saved his
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Finally, in 1851, the Presbyterians at Kildonan got
& clergyman of theilr own denomination with the arrival of
the Rev, John Black, True to Presbyterian tradition,'the
minister took a keen interest in the school and undertook
to tutor the most capable and ambitious of the boys in the
classios, mathematics and theology.35 This school, later
enlarged, remained the only Presbyterian school prior to
1870,

The last twenty years prior to confederation were also
notable for the establishment of many private schools which
depended financlally on tuition fees paid by the pupils.
Among these were schools organized at St., Andrew's by a
Miss Da71936 and a Mr, Gunn37; while plans were announced

in 1863 to re-open the Red River Academy, The Nor'Wester

also had réferences to a Tabernacle College established by
a8 Mr, Spurgeon in 1857.38

This perlod also saw the widespread development of

3“officia1 head by pointing out that it was pronounced
‘peculiar!, which latter word was triumphantly spelled by
the class, who thus vindicated the scholarly attainments
of their teacher,"

351p14d., p.83.

365,35, Hargrave, Red River (Montreal: John Lowell Pub-
lishing Co,., 1871), p.ll5.

3.7, Healy, Manitoba (Winnipeg, n.p., n.d.) p.1l58.
38NortWester, May 20, 186k,
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Sunday Sch001839 and of varled types of adult education,
The Bishop of Rupert!s Land began a Reading Club, later
organized by his sisteruo; and was also a leading supporter
of the Imstitute of Rupert's Land, the object of which was
®to colleot and make known to the world information res-
pecting the conditions and resources of Rupert's Land -
sclentifically speaking - that is to say, its physical
geography, its mineralogy, its botany - the languages,
customs and manners of the aboriglines, and so forth'.ul
There are numerous references also to the Red River Library“z;
to Young Men's Socleties which served as substitutes for
Mechanios' Institutes'>; to the Ethnological Society*¥; and
to various Literary and Debating Socleties,

Briefly, then, the educational situation in 1870 on

the eve of confederation showed a considerable improvement

over the previous years, There were flourishing schools run

39The Nor'Wester, for example, refers to the ®*Presby-
terlan Sabbath School® with an average attendance of nearly
100 with twelve teachers and children of all denominations;
and to thriving Sundaz schools in the Parish of St,Andrew,
Nor!Wester, January 14 and June 14, 1860,

uoNor'Wester, August 15, 1861,
ulNor'Wester, February 19, 1862,

H2yoriwester, October 29,1860, See also Oliver, op.cit.,
pPP.336,347, =

“3Nor'Wester, April 14, 1860,
“4Nor'Wester, April 30, 1862,
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by the Boman Catholles and Anglicans; and there was one
school run by the Presbyterians but controlled by publiocly
elected trustees, All denominations were offering some-

thing, but not much, in the field of secondary education

and the begimmings of higher education were faintly discernible,

Perhaps the most encouraging aspect of the situation was the
singular lack of complacency with which all those involved
in the work of education viewed thelr achlievements, con-
slderable as they indeed were, The sentiments expressed

in 1860 by James Ross could have applied equally to the
situation ten years later:

Generally speaking, the Red River Settlement is pro-
gressing, Its condition in 1860 presents & pleasing
contrast to what it was in 1850, Important changes
are taking place in rapid succession, and we are
undoubtedly on the eve of still more important ones,
But to this rule of general improvement, there is at
least one exoception, and one which claims serlious
attention, I refer to the matter of education, When
we confine our attention to the material interests of
our "incipient colony*®, the appearance of things 1s
satisfactory enough; but if we pass from the material
and mechanical to the mental and moral, we at onoce
experience a change of feeling, Appliances of varlous
kinds have been of late introduced, all contributing to
our material prosperity; but where is the counterpart
to meet our educational wants? In our eagerness to
develop the resources of the country and accumulate
wealth, let us not forget the all-important clalms

of the rising generation to be educated, It is generally
the case with new countries that greater attention is
pald to the wants of the body than those of the mind,
and naturally enough - for food and raiment are prime
and pressing necessities, But it behoves all well-
wishers to their country, all men of means and influ-
ence, to exert themselves in the interests of educa-
tion, "An educated people is a moral, orderly, law-
ablding people®", sald a great living philanthropist;
and although this famous sentence, if strictly taken,
may savor too much of mere rhetorlc, there can be
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little question that the generﬁ% principle it
enunviates 1s perfectly sound,

Attention will now be turned to an analysis of the
factors which influenced the development of education

prior to 1870,

FACTORS INFLUENCING THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION

RELIGIOUS

The most important single factor was almost certalnly
religion, but the influence of religion on education prior
t0 1870 was manifested in many different ways,

Religion clearly influenced the motives for education,
and indeed religion, morelity and education were closely
linked in the popular mind., There was also lnevitably a
missionary zeal underlying most of the work of the various
churches in this period of frontier conditions in Manitoba,
Bishop Plessis of Quebec olearly stated one aim of educa-
tion in his correspondence with Provencher:

I believe I understand fromur first letters that
Mr,Edge has assembled the children of the colony

and opened a school, This object 1s more to be sought
for the mission than the teaching of the catechism,
He oan attend to that in odd moments and you, all the
time, We must be thinking of producing candidates

(for the priesthood) and you know how long Ege road 1is
from the alphabet to the study of theology.

45Nor'h’ester, January 28, 1860,

46Nute, op.cit., pp.183-k,
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This underscores one problem faced by all the churches:
that of recrulting and retaining suitable clergymen des-
pite the conditions in the settlement, This meant that
initial steps should be taken towards training thelr own
future priests within the settlement,

The religious motive was certainly uppermost in the
educational plans of the Roman Catholics, and indeed the
initial plan had been for Catholioc predominance in the
settlement.“7 This motive can also readily be seen in
the educational work of the Anglicans, The Rev, John
West viewed the bullding of his school in 1822 as a
"Protestant landmark of Christianity in a vast wildermess

k8 .na

of heathenism and general depravity of manners",
elsewhere, oconcerning the Indians, he frankly stated that
®the primary object of teaching them was to give them a
religious education".u9 The school organized by the Hudson's
Bay Company and the Rev, Jones in 1833 was specifically
aimed at the "moral improvement and general education of

boys in the Red River settlement®,? while the Council

of the Company recorded 1ts recognition of the services of

“7Jaenen, op.cit., pp.36-7.

485onn West, The Substance of a Journal during a Resi-
dence at the Red Biver Colony, British North America, and

frequent excurslons among the North-West American Indians in
the years 1820,1821,1822,182}.ZLondon:L.B.Seeley,lBZEi,p.27.

49-121;9;- s PP. 90-91 °

5ONewfield, op.cit., p.66.
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John Pritchard “to the cause of religion and education“.5l

Archbishop Machray perhaps most clearly enunciated
the belief that religion and education were inextricably
linked., His biographer and nephew records that on the
Archbishop's arrival in Red River in 1865 he took an
immediate interest in education:

He had already fixed his attention on the state of
educatlion in Red River; in his eyes religion and
education went hand in hand, Nothing in the con-
dition of the Settlement grieved him more than the
unsatisfactory position of its educational facilitles,
With the exception of a boarding-school in St,Paul's
parish, kept by its clergyman, the Rev.S. Pritchard,
which was attended by some of the children of the
better class in the community, the only sohools were
two or three parish schools of a very elementary sort
maintained as part of thelr general missionary enter-
prise by the Church Misslon Soclety, There was no
provision ghatever in the whole country for higher
education,”?

And again, on November 10, Archbishop Machray wrote to
Prebendary Bulloch of the Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel:

I bellieve that the whole success of my efforts
here will depend, under God, upon the success of
what I purpose - to establish a College for the
training of those who wish a better education,
in the fear of God, in useful learning, and in
conscientious attachment to our Church,

5lcited in W.,Douglas,"Pioneer Schools®,Wimnipeg Free
Press, September 15, 1953,

52Machray, op.cit., p.125.
53uachray, op.cit., p.125.
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There was a strong connection, then, between religious,
moral and educational aims, with the religious and moral
aims usually uppermost, But in addition to influencing
the motive for education, religion also affected the
organizatlion and support of education, It is probable
that Lord Selkirk had in mind a system of parish schools,
and the Presbyterians in 1851 clearly had in mind the
parish school system of Scotland.5u The development of
Anglican schools was tled closely to the development of
new parishes as the settlement increased in both population
and area, Both the Anglican and Catholic schools were under
the control of the respecotive bishops, and even the Presby-
terlian school, though not under tﬁe control of the minister,
was definitely guided by him, Many of the teachers were
clergymen; and the main source of revenue for the Anglicans
and Catholics were church funds,

Religion also clearly affected the ocurriculum of the
various schools established prior to 1870, When the fourth
group of settlers were travelling to York Factory, it 1s
noteworthy that in the school orgenized on the ship,
English Bibles were the only textbooks used.55 If, as seems
likely, the currioulum in most schools, Catholic and Protest-

ant alike, remained rather vague and unstructured, it can

5“Ollver, op.cit., p.385.
55schofield, op.cit., I. p.127.
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nevertheless be sald with reasonable assurance that
religious influenoces were still dominant in the curriculum,
MacBeth56 recounts that "textbooks were not numerous, After
the elementary reading books Were mastered, reading and
spelling exercises from the Bible were prescribed, together
Wwith the systematic study of the Shorter Catechism®", Mrs,
Norquay, widow of Manitoba's first premler, recounted her
school days at Red River prior to 1859 anﬁ remembered that
"the first thing every morning at school was the reading
of a chapter of the Bible"57; while Miss Bannermen, referr-
ing to the curriculum at the elementary school at St,John's
wrote:
When we were promoted from the olass in which we began
reading, we went into what was called the Testament
class and from that on into the Bible class., The New
Testament and the 0ld Testament were used as reading
books, and we all learned by heart the names of the
kings of Judah and the kings of Israel and the Prophets
and the names of the books of the 0ld Testament, of
course, and in fact we were thoroughly grounded in
scriptural knowledge, the boys and girls of the French
speaking families equally with us Scottish children,58
The religious influence may also be seen in the few attempts
to provide higher education; and in view of the stated alms

of the Cathollc hierarchy to train their own clergy at Red

56MacBeth, op.cit., D.79.

57W.J. Healy, Women of Red River (Winnipeg: Russell,
Lang & Co,,1923), p.1l46,

581p14., pp.8s-89.
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River, it is not surprising to find St.Boniface College
offering advanced work in philosophy by 1868.59

Another manner in which religion affected education
was through what might be called religious competition,
James Ross wrote to the editor of the Nor'Wester in 1860:

The Settlement 1s pretty equally divided between
Protestants and Catholics - there being, in round
numbers, about 4,000 of each, Happlily, there 1is
perfect harmony and good feeling between both
sections, We are so looated that there 1is no

need to intermingle for educational purposes, and
thus the lamentable feuds, the bitter animositiles
which spring from a difference of creed, and which
mar the usefulness of educational systems in ogher
countries, have not germinated here as yet,...%0

Ross' statement was only superficially true, for even if
there were no obvious religious animosity, 1t nevertheless
existed below the surface, Religious competition was a
very real thing to both Cathollic and Protestant leaders,
Both parties, to a large extent, saw education as a means
to religious indoctrination and both were consclous of
the need to compete with the other, This 1s evident even
in the lettér by Ross ocited above, for later 1ln the same
letter he declares:

The account given in your last number of an examina-

tion held at St.,Boniface should make Protestants

reflect, We see that they (i.e. the Roman Catholics)
have a flourishing Academy, The contrast i1s unfavorable

59 .R. Regnier, "A History of St.Boniface College®
(unpublished M,Ed,thesis, University of Manitoba,l1964),p.34,

6ONor'Wester, January 28, 1860,
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to us, and should not only make us feel a certain
measure of humiliation but should also stir us up
to exertion, I do not advocate opposition and
Jealous rivalry, but there is such a thing as
praiseworthy emulation,6bl

Closely akin to religious competition lies bigotry,
and thlis was discernible in the attitude of such men as
Dumoulin who referred to West as a "fanatic" and as
"fundamentally heretical and subversive".62 Elsewhere,
having related West's financlal strength, he complained
to Plessls:

These, then, are the odds against us, My Lord; but 63
what will they be against God and the true religion!

Provencher echoed the same attitude, writing of West:

He has, it 1s sald, ample means for working evil,
which I hope he will not resort to; that is to
say, he has the possibility of drawing money for
the malntenance of his school, God grant that his
doctrineéﬂay not take root in the hearts of the
Indians!

Similarly, West viewed the motives of the Catholles with
more than a little distrust:

Nor can I imagine that the system taught by the
Canadian Catholic priests will avall any thing
materlally in benefitting the morals of the people;
they are bigotted to opinions which are calculated
to fetter the human mind, to cramp human exertlon,
and to keep thelr dependants in perpetual leading-
strings,,.While they multiply holidays, to the

611p1a,

62Nute, op.clt., p.342.
63Ibid., p.362.
641pb1d,, p.381.



72

interruption of human industry, as generally com-
plalned of by those who employ Canadians, they
lightly regard the Sabbath; and sanction the prac-
tice of spending the evening of this sacred day at
cards, or in the dance,,.I thank God that I am a
Protestagg agalinst such idolatry and ecclesiastical

tyranny!
It was probably the early work of the Catholics in
1818 that prompted the Anglican educational endeavours in
the first place, and the arrival of West was seen as a
threat by the Catholilices, Lord Selkirk tried to prepare the
way for West's arrival, and in an attempt to avoid hostility,
he wrote to Plessis:

Although I have not seen personally the Angliocan
clergyman that 1s destlined for the Red River, I have
spoken very urgently with one of my friends, who is
also a friend of the clergyman, asking him to recommend
strongly to him to use moderation in his remarks on
Catholicism and not to become involved in matters that
ooncern only Catholics. I have been informed that he
appears to apprecliate the welght of this advice, only
expressing fears of the proselytizing spirit that in
England is usually attributed to Catholic priests,

But I shall not fail to tell him that on his arrival

in Red River he will find that the Catholic mission-
aries are busy instructing the Indians and reclaiming
their own stragglers from their irregular and scandalous
ways, and that the fundamental dutlies of thelr mission
do not allow them time, even 1f they had the disposition,
to troggle the consciences of Christians of other

sects,

Plessis simply passed on this information to Dumoulin, adding
a warning to "be on guard against the fanatical zeal with

which this kind of person is sometimes seized'.67

65west, op.cit. pp.121-122,
66Nute, op.cit., p.261,
671b1d., p.295.



73

The missionary spirit of both Catholics and Protes-
tants was sometimes turned against each other, West's
organization of an Auxiliary Bible Society which distri-
buted Bibles 1n various languages was hardly calculated
to improve relationships with the Catholics; while the
latter were hoping for converts from the ranks of the

non-Anglican Protestants.68

This was the negative side of religious competition;
the more positive side may be seen where it was refleoted
in positive educational competition, Consciousness by
adherents of one faith of the educational achievements of
the other faith was always a healthy sign, for 1t promoted
critlcism and improvement, Typical of this criticism were
the comments of two English Protestant travellers who
visited some of the outlying Catholic missions and reported
at length on their favourable impressions, They added:

Altogether thls little settlement was the most
flourishing community we had seen since leaving

Red River, and it must be oconfessed that the Romlsh
priests far excel their Protestant brethren in
missionary enterprise and influence, They have
established stations at Ile a la Crosse, St.Alban's,
St.Ann‘'s, and other places far out in the wilds,
undeterred by the danger of hardship, and gathering
hal f-breeds and Indlans around them, have taught
with conslderable success the elements of oiviliza-
tion as well as of religion; while the latter remain
inert, enjoying the ease and comfort of the Red River
Settlement, or at most make an occasional summer's
visit to some parts of the nearest posts.®9

6BIbid. P.365. Provencher wrote to Plessis:The Swiss do
not recognize him (1.e.,West)either, I hope that with time we
shall be able to win over some of these lost sheep,

69y Milton & W.B.Cheadle, The North West Passage b
Land (London:Cassel, Petter & Calpin,lBSES,pp.lBE-l%E.
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Awareness of educatilonal competitlon may also be seen
in the comments of Provencher in 1824 when he was attempt-
ing to provide some form of education for girls in Red
River, He wrote to Plessis:

If I succeed in getting a certain girl named Nolin,
I am going to transform her into a Red River nun,
and entrust her with the education of the girls,

I would not object to having a girls! school in a
firm basls before the Protestants establish one,
They have been talking for a long time of starting
such a school on a large scale, without having yet
started the actual work, 70

Finally, it may be sald that there was then, as there
is now, a popular willingness to discuss education in the
correspondence columns of the newspaper; and it is notice-
able that this discussion agaln centred on an apparently
accepted competitive spirit, James Ross'! letter, already
cited in part, stimulated considerable discussion in 1860,
His claim that education was in a lamentable state brought
a rejolnder by the Angliocan bishop Anderson who then
asserted that very little good higher education ocourred
in St.Boniface, When Bruneau answered the bishop, he was
himself answered by Cook with this observation:

I have also had some dealings with the French en

route to York Factory, for the last nine years,
The majority of the crews of my boats were French

0
7 Nute, op.cit., p.422,
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but never yet have I met with one who could sign

his name to his engagement, Out of the same number

of English, it would be hard to find one that could

not do 1t.71
This type of rejoinder, though not entirely relevant to
the polnt at issue, clearly indicates the sense of competi-
tlon between the English Protestants and the French
Catholiocs, It 1s safe to say, then, that even if relationships
between the two groups were superficlally good, there was
nevertheless an undercurrent of animosity which probably
stemmed partly from racial and partly from religious diffe-
rences,

Rellgion, then, was closely assoclated with morality
and education: it stimulated educational action; it
affected ocurrioula; it supported education financially and
promoted lnterest in education through a sense of Catholic-

Protestant rivalry,
POLITICAL

A second significant factor influencing the development
of education in Red River was political in nature, Educa-
tion was dependent to a certaln extent on political'sta-
b111ty;72 and in turn was seen as & potent force to ensure

political stabllity., Miles Macdonell clearly saw religion,

7lNor'Wester, April 14,1860,

72T7hne first school had been discontinued at the unrest
in 1816.
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and necessarily education, as the "sine qua non" of political

stability., Wrlting to Plessis in 1816, he said:

You know, Monseigneur, that there can be no
stabllity in the government of states or kingdoms
unless religion is made the cornerstone...?3

Simlilarly, Selkirk saw the presence of priests at Red
River as a force for law and order7“; and the Hudson's
Bay Company also olearly understood that the educational
efforts of both Catholics and Protestants were beneficlal
to the settlement in a broad general manner, For this
reason, the Council of the Company made numerous financial
grants, typical of which was the following resolution of
the ocouncil held at York Factory on July 3, 1830:

Great beneflt having been derived from the benevolent
and iIndefatigable exertions of the Catholic Mission
at Red River in the welfare, moral and religilous
instruction of its numerous followers, and it being
observed with some satisfaction that the influence
of the Mission under the direction of the Right Revd.,
The Bishop of Julliopollis has been uniformly to the
best lnterests of the Settlement and of the country
at large, it is resolved

That in order to mark our approbation of such
laudable and disinterested conduct on the part of
sald Mission the sum of £50 be given towards 1its
support %ggether with an allowance of luxuries for
its use,

Similar sentiments were expressed when support was given to

73Nute, op.cit., p.k.
7“Jaenen, op.cit., D.4l,
75011ver, op.cit., D.653.
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the school organized by the Rev, Jones.76

That they saw the political danger posed by an unedu-
cated half-breed populace 1s indicated by a despatch to
Governor Simpson from the Governor and Committee of the
Company in London:

It has become a matter of serious importance to
determine on the most proper measures to be
adopted with regard to the men who have large
families and who must be discharged, and with
numerous half-breed children whose parents have
dled or deserted them, These people form a burden
which cannot be got rid of without expense, and,
if allowed to remain in their present conditionm,
they will become dangerous to the peace of the
Country and safety of the Trading Posts, It will
therefore be both prudent end economical to incur
some expense in placing these people where they
may mailntain themselves and be civilized and instruc-
ted in Religion,??

It was not long, then, before the Council of Asslinli-
boia admitted its responsibility to support education, A
Minute of Ootober 10, 1848, concerned with the future of
the Red River Library, acknowledged that "it 1s the duty,
as well as the lnterest of a government, to promote educa-
tion and literature®,’Sbut this recognition of its duty did
not apparently extend to any commitment of regular financial
support, The Minutes of the Council for February 22,1866,

in fact, contain a specific denial of financlal commitment:

76011ver, op.oit., p.72l.
771bid., pp.638-9.,
781b1d., pp.348-9.
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The President laid before the Council, a Petition

from the Settlers at Point Coupee, to the number

of 27,representing that, with a view of the instruc-
tion of thelr children, numbering, as they state,

about 60 in all, they had lately built a schoolhouse,
but had not the means of paying a School-Master, and
they were therefore led to petition the Council for
such ald as it might be thought fit to afford., The
Councll by a majority of votes, granted £10, to be
payable to the School-Master himself; but in granting
that sum, the Council wished 1t to be distinoctly under-
stood by all concerned, that it would not be contlnued;
being given for the present year only, and that it was
not to be drawn into a precedent, For the Council,
while admitting the unquestionable importance of
education to the children of all classes in the community,
were fully aware that the funds at their disposal would
not admit of systematlc grants being made for that
purpose, and that in the present state of affairs, the
Educational wants of the Settlement must contlinue to
be met in the same way as they have hitherto been,

Political considerations may also be seen 1ln many

smaller ways during the early years of the settlement,

Jaenen suggests that Bishop Plesslis! decision to send misslion-

aries in the first place may have been influenced by political

considerations:

Bishop Plessls came to see a Western mission as a
lever to obtaln the creation of a missionary dlocese
and so the formation of a hierarchy in British North
Anmerica,80

79011ver, op.cit., p.562, Earlier, in 1853, a despatch

to the Council from the Committee in London had expressed dis-

tion of the publio fund®, Ibld., p.3

approval of the grants for educationé' as being a misapplica-
9.

8°Jaenen, op.cit., p.4l,
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Even Lord Selkirk, for all his idealism and humanitarianism,
had political conslderations in mind when he suggested that
instruotion in the early schools be in Gaelic, He apparently
thought that a difference in language would counteract any
tendency to amalgamation with the Americans, Finally,
political conslderations also entered into the policy of
financial support of education by the Hudson's Bay Company,
The Council was very careful to maintain complete equality

in financial grants to the Catholics and Protestants, The
grant of &£15 in 1852 to the Presbyterians brought an additional
&£15 to the Catholics, This was one aspect of the dual system
of education established in Red River prior to 1870,

SOCIAL

A third group of factors influencing the development of
education were social or cultural in nature, One very import-
ant practical problem, essentially soclal 1n nature, was
that of attracting and retaining desirable teachers, This
was a perennlal problem which stemmed partly from economic
problems,

West recorded that the Hudson's Bay Company had been
induced "to send several schoolmasters to the country, fif-
teen or sixteen years ago; but (they were) unhappily diverted
from thelr original purpose and became engaged as fur

traders".81 Macdonell reported that Francls Swords, sent out

81Nest, op.cit., pp.l2-13,
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in 1812 by the Hudson's Bay Company to be schoolmaster,

was "quilte unfit for the duty and a troublesome fellow

82

among the people”; while Kempt refers in his Journal for

1823 to a schoolmaster having exceeded his duties by
solemnizing a marriage.83

This problem of recruiting and retaining suitable
teachers applled equally to the Catholics, Dumoulin was

84

anxious to leave after five years®’, as was Destroismaisans.85

Dumoulin in turn had been disheartened by Sauvez! intentions
to abandon orderssé; while in 1844 Provencher was still
desperate for sultable teachers, On hearing that some
Oblates were being sent; he wrote:
Oh! That I may have some religlious, religious, religious!
We will do little good and lncur heavy expenses as we
are at present, There is no unity of views; everyone
sees and does his own way,,.Oh! for Oblates! May God

bless theilr 1abourg eand thereby silence those who talk
but would not act!S7

82c1ted in Jaenen, op.cit., p.39.

83011ver,_gp,01t., PP.249-250, Kempt wrote to the unnamed
master; "I therefore as acting Agent for the Trustees of the
late Earl of Selkirk, desire you will inform me by what auth-
ority you presume to take upon yourself the dutles of a legal
maglistrate or an ordained clergyman,®

BbNute, 22. cit (X ] p.l'l'lo [

85Ipid., p.41l.

86Nute, op.cit., p.321,

87cited 1n Newfleld, op.oit., p.2k4.






81

The shortage of teachers was still a major problem
by 1860 when the bishop of Rupert's Land observed that
*schoolmasters are scarce and remain but a short time at
their posts".88 The reasons for this were not difficult

to see, acocording to a report in the Nor'Wester, later in

the same year, which put the blame largely on public indiffe-

rence to education.89

What applied to schoolmasters applied equally to their
female counterparts, but for different reasons, One former
student at the girls' school run by the Church Missionary
Soclety has recollected:

The first school to which I was sent as a little child
was a boarding school in a house at Point Douglas, It
was begun by Mrs., Ingham, who had come out from England
in 1833 as a companion to Mrs.Lowman, who was brought
out by Rev,Mr.,Jones for the Red River Academy,..Llke
Mrs.Lowman, Mrs,Ingham married not long after coming

88Nor'Wester, January 14, 1860,

89Nor'Wester, May 14, 1860, The report stated, "The
schools as well as the churches are in part supported by
the parishloners, though mainly by religious socleties at
home, In regard to the schools, these socleties guarantee
a certain proportion of the masters' salaries, leaving the
balance to be paid, in the shape of school fees, by the
parents of the children recelving instruction, It is unfor-
tunately the case that in many of the parishes the parents are
indifferent to educatlon ,and they do not therefore give
the system free scope for development, Children are kept
away from school on the merest pretext, and at Lady-day and
Midsummer, Michaelmas and Christmas, the master flnds the out-
standing obligations more than the quarter's receipts, He
sets down school-keeping as a bad job, and at the first
opportunity throws up his situation and turns his attention
to something more encouraging and profitable,* The sentiments
expressed here were corroborated in a previous letter to the
editor from the Anglican bishop, February 14, 1860,
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to Red Rlver,,.Miss Mackenzie was the second mistress
after Mrs.,Lowman, When my Grandfather Bird married
Mrs.,Lowman 1t left a vacancy in the school, which
was not filled until Miss Armstrong was brought out
- from England. And in a couple of years she, too,
wag lost to the school, Peter Pruden, who, like my
%randfagger Bird, was a retired Chief Factor, married
eroooo

Another former student added:

It 1s said that a number of marriages took place
between the governesses brought out from England

and retired Hudson's Bay Company officers,..The
following story may be given as a Red River Jjoke,

but nevertheless 1t is illustrative of this fact,
With a view to exercising due cautlion in thls matter,
an accomplished lady in England, who had reached the
mature age of elghty-five years was approached with
a view to having her services engaged for Red River,
but when asked to guarantee that she would not make
any matrimonial allliance, she said, she did not kmow,
If a rich Hudson's Bay magnate came along with pro-
posals, she might be induced to change her condition,
The negotlations were broken off,91

The basice problem of teacher supply was probably quite
simple: a merely average teacher would not be sufficlently
adaptable to the conditlions pertalning in Red River, Per-

haps the ideal type of teacher was Cochran, of whom Palliser

wrote:

Many young fellows, halfbreeds that were educated by

him, bore testimony to his ablllties as a missionary
clergyman, for all agreed in testifying to the untliring
zeal and energy of this estimable clergyman who, I was
informed on all sides, was competent not only to teach
school and preach fine sermons but to teach his disciples
to wield an axe and drive a plough,

94ealy, Women of Red River, pp.l17,23.

9l1bid., p.1l.
92011ver, op.cit., p.60.
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The conditions at Red River, it must be admitted,
were not such as to attract any but the most zealous or the
most incompetent teachers, Nicholas Garry reported adver-
sely on the European mercenaries and Swiss settlers,
commenting that "the greater part of the Colonists do not
appear to me to be fitted for the cultivation of the Country,
Many of them both male and female were discovered to be bad
characters".93 About the same time, Bulger gave a graphic
1f biassed account of conditions in the settlement; referring
to hils "wretched subsistence, a life of slavery and of expos-
ure to the insults and threats of some of the most worthless
of God's oreatures, in one of the most miserable countries
on the face of the earth - for such, at present, is the
Red Biver'.9u
Then the attitude of the Indians and Metis posed prob-

lems, Whlle not resistant to education, thelr attitude left
something to be desired, Dumoulin reported to Pjessis:

Up untlil the present time we have‘not found any

Indian or Metls who has refused to recelve instruction;

they are all willing, without, however, appearing

greatly to desire 1t; this may be on account of thelr

ignorance, or because of the great difficultles which

they see in it,..they imagine, if you please, that

we shall cure them by our mere presence,

Another problem arose from the fact that the effective

education of the Indians and Metls necessitated the estab-

9cited in Jaenen, op.cit., p.4l.
9""Olivez', op.cit., p.224,

95Nute, op.cit., p.156.
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lishment of boarding schools, but the Indians did not
like sending their children away from home.96 As time
passed, however, the education of the Indlans and Metis
met with some suoccess, and several Metis later became
members of the Council of Assiniboia,

Despite the gradual advance of education, the level
of education of the people generally was low, MacBeth97
asserts that the Literary and Debating Societles had done
much to raise the general level of education, but as late as

1864 a writer in the Nor'Wester deplored the general attitude

to books:

In moving about the Settlement, I do not find, as a
general rule, in the farm houses many books besides
those used in the devotions of the family, nor do I
learn from the Librarians of the two different
collections of Books upon the Red River that the
number of subscribers is at all %arge. On the
contrary, it is absurdly small,?

Social factors were also discernible in formulating
the aims of education in the settlement, Dawson saw the
aim of education as the "soclial improvement of the race"
(1.e, the Metis); and West saw hls purpose clearly:

I had to establish the principle that the North
American Indlan of these regions would part with

961p1d., p.4ll
97R.G. MacBeth, op.cit., p.85.
98Nor'Wester, December, 11, 1864,
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his children, to be educated in white man's
knowledge and religion,99
The premise that education can lead to social betterment
wags most clearly enunciated in an article concerning the

state of education at Portage la Prairie in the Nor'Wester

of October 22, 1862:

Our school has quite fallen into decay - from what
reason I know not, Perhaps the fault has been with
the teacher, perhaps with the taught, At all events,
we are so thoroughly ashamed of it at present, that
the Rev,Thomas Cochrane has resolved to teach 1t

for a period himself, to see whether he cannot give
it a slight impulse in the proper direction, In
regard to the place generally, we plainly see that
instead of progressing, we are relapsing into barbar-
ism; and how to stem the torrent we scarcely know,
But as poverty and ignorance seem always to go hand
in hand, perhaps by devoting time and attention to
the education of the young, we may possibly avert
someogf the evils which seem to be clouding over

us,

Just as soclal factors coloured the aims of education,
s0 also did they affect the curriculum, This 1is readily seen
in the various private schools, especially those for girls,
Possibly the rudeé nature of society made the attainment of
soclal graces all the more desirable, Mrs, Mills! school
gave training in all the soclial graces; and the same
emphasls was found at Miss Davis' school, where one former
pupil recollected:

We were taught reading, writing, spelling, musio,
and especlally deportment, We had to read well,

99We8t, QRocj.to ’ ppolu'-15o
100yor tWester, October 22, 1862,






86

and Mlss Davis was extremely particular about the
proprlety of_our behaviour and our manner of walking
and sitting,101

Another social factor tended to retard the develop-
ment of education beyond the elementary level, This was
the problem of utilization of educated people within the
settlement, Varlous incentives were indeed held out to
encourage pupils to pass beyond the elementary stage,
Miss Bannerman recalled that:

Bishop Anderson used to take the two boys of best
promise out of each of the parochial schools each
year, and givs them free tuition in his own Colleg-
iate school,.l02 :

But in 1860 the bishop of Rupert's Land pointed out:

A portion (of a fund) has been given to Education,
though I regret to say that Education of a higher
stamp has rather fallen behind, The want of open-
ings 1n the country for those trained, - the growlng
nearness to the superior advantages of Canada and
England leave few on the spot willing to devote

the necessary time to the prosecution of more advanced
studles, Eduocation in consequence languishes; school-
masters are scarce and remain but a short time at
their posts.103

The Bishop commented a month later in a letter to the editor

of the Nor'Wester that there was as yet little point 1n the

101Hea1y, Women of Red River, p.,135,
10274314, , p.89.
103yNortWester, January 14,1860,
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wider provision of grammar school education, for "the
land does not yet present adequate openings for the more
highly educated of our yout:h".lol+
Another soclally related factor influencing the

development of education was tradition, Settlers in a
new land tend naturally to perpetuate, at least in a
modified form, many characteristics of the country from
which they came, This was certalnly true of education at
Red Rlver; and 1t can best be seen in several assumptions
that were taken for granted, The intricate association
of church and school was not seriously questioned; nor
was the tradition that schools be organized on a parish
system, Tradition certainly influenced school curricula
and methodology; and many of the teachers had been trained
abroad,’®® Tradition clashed with the need to adapt the
curriculum to the basic needs of the children, Dumoulin
wrote to Plessis from Pembina in 1822:

We have two small puplls who are beginning to show

some promise; they know the elements of grammar and

syntax, and are translating the Epitome; they also

interpret De Viris passably well, His Lordshlp forgot

to bring any of the more difficult authors; if it

were possible to get some of theg for us, they would
be very useful to the mission,l0

104Nor tester, February 14, 1860,

1°5e.g. West, Harbidge, and Elizabeth Bowden,

106yute, op.cit., p.388.
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The Anglican schools not surprisingly reflected

English traditions in their curricula, The Nor'Wester

reported, for example, that at the annual examination of
St.James' parochial school, the children were examined in
reading, writlng, arithmetlic,Scripture history, recitation,
grammar, and English history from the time of George 1,107
At the secondary level the traditional classical course was

again evident;lo8

whille at the private school known as The
Elms even cricket was played.1°9 The English public school
tradition was also evident in the curriculum of St,John's
College School which was modelled on the famous Westminster
Sehool in England,l1®

The Presbyterians also followed tradition, thelr
school beilng modelled on Scottish lines, The curriculum
followed the type of education common in Scotland at that
time, After the elementary reading books had been mastered,
the Bible was used for reading and spelling exerclses, and
there was a systematic study of the Shorter Catechism, The
writing exercises in homemade copybooks produced the copper-

plate writing style of the period, Scholastic competlition
among the puplls was carefully fostered:

107NortWwester, March 28, 1860,

108R088, op.cit., p.132,

109yatheson,loc,.cit,

110yacnray, op.cit. p.137. The bishop hoped that its

pupils would in many instances go up from the school to the
College and become divinity students, This did later happen,
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The practice of "going up" was followed, and as it
was a great honour to be "head" and much disgrace
to be "tail", solid work was done Spelling was
especially a field of canflict...ill
It is also interesting to note that the proposed college
to be established in 1870 was to give training in "classics,
mathematics, chemistry, natural history, moral and mental

training, and the modern la‘nguages",ll2

a possible reflec-
tion of the broader scope of the curriculum in the Scottish
universitiles,

The influence of social factors on educational develop-
ment was considerable, Soclal factors were largely instru-
mental in prolonging the teacher shbrtage and in presenting
teachers with thelr greatest problems, At the same time,

therefore, social factors provided a motive for education

and a curb upon 1its development,
ECONOMIC

Economic factors also significantly influenced the
development of education, and were closely linked with
social and geographical factors, There was an early recog-
nition that the ourriculum should be geared to the existing
economic conditions, Harbldge's school in 1822 "had 1its
agricultural interests with plots of ground for the native
children, in which they greatly delighted".'l? Provencher

was equally aware of the need for practical training, and

1llyacBeth, op.cit., p.80.

112Bailey, op.cit., p.102,

1111‘).«4“; R T ~NO
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he took steps in 1838 to open an industrial school at
which girls could learn the art of weaving.ll4 At most
of the misslions, the priests actively taught agricultural
skllls; and the same willingness to come to terms with
the economy may 8lso be seen in the work of Dumoulin and
Edge in the early school at Pembilna:

Mr.Dumoulin put his hand to the plough with a will,

and, not content with instructing the people in the

sclence of heaven, he imparted_ to them some knowledge

of the things of the earth,,..l11l5

When the settlement had developed, there was a greater
need for commercial training, This need was answered
malnly by the private schools such as the school run by
Mr.Gunn;116 while an ingenious attempt to provide a praoc-
tical curriculum and at the same time to cut educatiomal
costs may be seen in West's projected Industrial School
for Onphans.117
Economic and geographical conditions also affected

school attendance and school organization, The severe
winter weather affected attendance at Harbldge's school;
while attendance at the school at Pembina depended to a

large extent on the proximity of the herds of bufallo.118

11401 3ver, op.cit., p.767.
115cited in Newfield, op.cit. p.16.
116Healy, Women of Red River, p.l58,

117011ver, op.oit., D.639.

118yute, op.cit., pp.179,204.
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The semi-nomadic life of the Metis and Indians presented
a real obstacle to their education, as Plessis well under-
stood, He wrote to Provencher:

I ocan see how the nomad life of the Chippawa (literally,
"the leapers") sets up obstacles to their instruction,
Never mind, you will have to leap as they do, taking
them on the bound and never abandoning one of them
without making them understand a few words of edifica-
tion, I am banking heavily on the intelllgence of

the little bois brules, not only for the catechism but
also for later teaching,ll9

Governor Simpson aptly summed up the problem in a report
to London:

The establishment of Schools in various parts of the
country where provisions are easy of procuration
appears to us the only effectual means and in the
first place it would require much persuaslion and large
presents to induce the parents to give up their
Children,..Were the Indians collected in Villages the
course would be easy and simple, as missionaries might
be established among them,,.In the nelghborhood of Red
River, however, I think the exgeriment might be tried
with some prospect of success,120

The poverty of the settlers was also a factor of
significance, Provencher reported to Plessis in 1826 that
his flock was so poor that "it would be necessary to make
expenditures beyond our means in order to get their child-
ren‘121

; and instruction even in the private schools was

frequently provided gratuitously to puplls whose parents

119Nu'ce, op.cit., p.185,

12°R.H.F1eming,(ed.), Minutes of Council, Northern
Department of Rupert's Land, 1821-31, (London,1940) ,pp.352=353.

121Nute, op.cit., p.438,
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could not pay the fees,

The general poverty also lnevitably meant badly
constructed sochool buildingslzz, and a general dearth of
school supplles and equipmentlzB.

What, then, was the source of financial support for
the school? Until about 1850 both Catholic and Protestant
schools recelved subsidies from the officlal government of
the region, but not on a regular basis and certainly not
by statutory requirement, The maln sources were the Church
Missionary Soclety and the Catholic diocese of the North
West, Some practical assistance was provided by the
institution of tlthes, temporarlily imposed by the Council
of Assiniboia in 1824.12u The Presbyterians introduced
the principle of dependence on fees, In the later years
of the settlement, however, the grants from the Hudson's
Bay Company were discontinued and the support from the
Church Missionary Society was gradually decreased. Increas-
ing school needs and diminishing incomes further aggra-

vated the existing financial problems,
SULMARY

The schools in the Red Ekiver settlement on the eve

of confederation reflected many influences: religious,

12214a0Beth, opleit., p.82.
123g, Bryce, John Black (Toronto: Wm.Briggs,1898),p.81.

12liacBeth, op.cit., p.82.



93

politlcal, soclial, and economic, The influence of religion
was seen in the motivation for education, in the establish-
ment and support of schools, iIn the curricula of these
schools, and in the stimulus to further educatlional develop-
ment, Political conslderations were evident in the recog-
nition of governmental interest in education, Social and
economic factors presented barriers to the further develop-
ment of education through the problems of teacher retention
and school attendance, In short, education had to contend
agalnst ploneer conditlons, And yet, despite the many
problems encountered, something like a regular school
system had evolved, There had been conslderable progress,
and in the House of Commons debates on the Manitoba Blill,
Joseph Howe had commented on the remarkable intelligence
of the people of Red River.lz5 Archibald, however,
probably gave the more accurate assessment of the sltuation:

This little community which has grown up in the very

heart of the continent is unique, There 1s nothing
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