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ABSTRACT

Gershon Winer

The State of Israel, established in 1948, represents the
realization of the Zionist program evolved in about seventy-five
years of ideological speculation, politiocal organization, and

practical colonization.

In the course of epatbemaking and frequently traumatic de-
velopments, and in the encounter of fruotifying ideas, there were
orystaliged concepts and values operative in Israel society and re-
fleoted in its school ocurriculum, The thesis examines these ideas
and traces their origin to the contributions of twelve major Zion-
ist thinkers who oritically appraised the Jewish problem in its
political, social, economio, cultural and psychological oomplexities
and proposed specifie solutions. These were directed toward indi-
vidual and national reconstruoction in Palestine, The plethoracf
platforms produced an intellectual synthesis of past norms end pre-
sent needs in a pattern of values affirmed in Israel society and

enphasized in its education,

In a period of sixty years between 1860 and 1920 the founding
fathers of Zionism, residing in Eastern and Central Europe, Palestine
and the United States, expounded their views largely in Hebrew, but

also in German, Yiddish and Russian, These were formulated in
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Gershon Winer 2

tractates, essays, or novels according to their particular genre
of writing, exerting a powerful influence on numerous disciples,
Zioniam was defined in terms of a political autonomous
entity, a reconstructed socio-economic order, a revived language,
a spiritual renaissamse, and a psychological adjustment, frequently
set in universal and messianic dimensions., The aim was for a
change in the status of the Jewish people, a re-orientation of
Jewish culture, and a metamorphosis of the Jewish personality.
This has been achieved in Israel.
The Twelve, and their contributions, ochronologically ar-
ranged are:
Hess - messianic vision
Smolenskin - spiritual nationalism
Pingsker - auto-emancipation
Eliezer Ben Yehuda = revival of Hebrew
Herzl - a national state
Achad Ha'am - a spiritual center
Berdiochevsky - freedom for the individual
Gordon - redemption through nature and labor
Syrkin and Borochov - a new socio-economic order
Brenner - psychological re-adjustment
Rabbi Kuk = religious rebirth
Historical factors and soocial forces instrumental in forging
ocontemporary Israel inocluded the various manifestations of anti-Semi-
tism in religious intolerance, political disability, economic dis-

orimination, social prejudice and cultural limitation in Europe and
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Gershon Winer 3

Asia, There was also the lure of assimilation, and the impact of

the resurgence of nationalism among the subjugated peoples of Europe.

In Palestine the Zionist settler faced the challenges of
climate, geography, hostile neighbors, and the problems of an acutely
diversified mass immigration.

The values of Israel education are to be seen against a back-
ground of military exigency, national conflict, economic pressure,
and religious, cultural and social heterogeneity in a confluence
of problems in the accelerated pace of historical events as they
affected the Jewish people in the twentieth century,

Education in Israel today incorporates the values of Jewish
tradition in their emphasis upon the intellectual, moral and mes-
gianice, It is also predicated upon the newer concepts inspired by
the above mentioned Zionist theoreticians, embracing the return to
nature and physical labor, social justice and equality, collectivist
ideology, a fusing of Socialist economy and capitalistic enterprise,
eesthetic norms, a ploneering spirit, prophetic universalism and
identification with a world Jewish community beyond the borders of

Israel, The curriculum is organized to inculode these values,
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A study of the ideological foundations of the American publie school
would not be limited to an analysis of its educational philosophy and the
major writings of its leading exponents. Considerable attention would have
%o be given to mmerous historical and contemporary factors in the making
.of American society. In addition to the contributions of men like Dewey,
Kilpatrick and: other educators-, we would be bound to appraise the insights
of Turmer in history, Veblen in social psychology, Whitman and Sandburg in
literature, James in philosophy, and others in various fields of intelleotual
endeavor., Nor should we stop there. The political-economic revolution of
the New Deal, the recent technological development, the immigration of
millions of Europeans, the changing status of the American negro, the
emergence of the atomic age, America's new role as a world power--all of
these are among the forces and concepts related to edusational goals and
methods. An understanding of Ameriocan education therefore, calls for an
understandi ng of American society and its soocial, economic, politisal, philo-
sophioal, and religious roots.

This applies to Israel as well, Israel is a new state, founded in
1948, Its antecedents are the religious ideals and institutions of a dis-
persed people, the ocataclysmic events of the nineteemth and twentieth cen-
turies, far-reaching historical sources of inspiration, politiocal develop-
ments on the international arena, organized efforts of dedicated groups and

individuals, philosophic speculation and oreative experimentation of men
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of genius, and the outeome of particular orises. Though comparatively small
in area and population, Israel has been a centrifugal and centripetal foroe
for world Jewry, with a history of thousands of years. This was true when
Israel was romance of the past sand dream of the future. This is true when
it has become a reality of the present.

It is the purpose of thisg thesis to examine the ideas and values
that make up the cultural olimate of the new state as articulated and
characterigsed by its educational goals and methodologye. Without attempting
an analysis of three thousand years of Jewish oivilization--a possibility
suggested by the above-mentioned ramifications of educational theory--I
shall attempt to analyze the events and ideas of the century leading up
to the establishment of the state. In the first category of events will
be oonsidered national and international developments acting upon that major
segnent of Jewry preoccupied with the return %o the Holy Land., The second
ocategory of walues will necessitate a study of the literary remains of
ocrucial men of stature, how they reflected the physical end intellectual
pressures of the age, with an eye for the permanent contributions to an
emerging philosophy of national survival and educational revival in Israel
today. The first part demands a comprehensive knowledge of modern European
Jewish historys the second requires an acquaintance with the original literature
in Hebrew, Yiddish, and German, wherever it is not available in English
translation, Most of the sources quoted and analyzed would fall into that
class.

The literary analysis--and that represents essentially the origi-
nality of this thesis--is based upon the writings of a dosen personalities.

These had to be carefully selected from scores of poets, novelists, philo-
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sophers, statesmen, religionists, social and economic thinkers of diversi-
fied opinion and loocation. The test of veracity for the thesis is, there-
fore, the validity of the ochosen list of luminaries, as a representative

and authoritative group, shaping direotly or indirectly the emerging Israeli
mind, at least in its normative aspects. Our recourse in this matter is to
supply evidence from accepted living authorities approving the selection
made by this author. Then, there is the question of reliability as far as
interpretation is oconcerned, a problem which oan be alleviated. by quotations
and references oited. The third, and final oriterion for corroborating the
premises and conclusions of this thesis, is dependent upon the extent to
whieh the author's interpretation of Israel education approximates the truth.
Dooumentary testimony of an offioial nature may prove helpful though not
decisive; for, drawing another analogy from American education, it is ex-
tremely diffioult to observe, on the surface, Whitman's or Emerson's in-
fluence on proclamations of the Office of Education of the American Govern-
ment, or on statements of policy of national eduoational agencies,

In keeping with the recommendations of the Faculty Guidance Committee,
an introductory seoction is prefixed to the thesis desoribing suocinctly the
historical setting of the new State, the background of the Zionist movement
which brought it into being, the major facts and figures necessary for an
understanding of Israel, and the history of education since the re-emergence
of Palestine on the Jewish scene some seventy-five years ago.

The importanoce of this study is beyond parochial interest. A people
that has made a signal contribution to the spiritual growth of mankind merits
attention when i% reconstitutes itself on its ancient soil and resumes the

oultivation of human and universal values. Out of the matrix of a new socliety
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there may emerge once again ideas and insights of benefit to oivilization.
Certainly, the one bastion of demooracy in Middle East totalitarienism, and
the one island of emlighterment in a Levantine sea of ignorance and bigotty,
is bound to influence its neighbors destined to rid themselves of medieval
feudalism and cultural backwardness. Last, but not least, what happened in
Israel has affected world Jewry. Five and one half million American Jews
have been deeply moved by Isrsel events, Jewish education im Americe has
been revolutioniszed under the impact of Isrmel developments.l Understanding
the ideological foundations of Israel education makes for an appreciation

of the factors and issues fundamental to the religious education of American
Jews in our gemeration. Therein is suggested a further study of the influence
of Israel on Jewish eduoation in America--unexplored as yet--which may logi-

oally follow our present inquiry.

1 This includes introduction of conversational Hebrew, adoption of
the Sefardi pronounciation, Hebrew-speaking summer camps, modern Israeli
lore, music and folk dances, idealizing the Israeli Chalutz (pioneer) type,
incorporating Israel studies (such as geography and history) in the curriculum,
charging the school atmosphere with Israel romance —— the latter in contra~
distinction both to the old Bast Buropean Orthodox experience and the newer
American frontier adventure.
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CHAPTER II

THE STATE OF ISRAEL

Israel oompriges an area of 8,000 square miles, or about twenty per
oent of Palestine as it was kmown after World War I, and is slightly larger
than New Jersey. Its boundaries stretch about 600 miles by land and 160 by
sea, The total length of Isrsel is 260 miles and the width ranges from
seven to seventy miles. These figures are significant for an appreciation
of i%s preearious position in the midst of hostile nations, and the impli-
oations for education.

The population is over 2,000,000, including about 200,000 Moslel‘u,
Christians, and Druges. More than half of the Jewlish population arrived
after the birth of the State in 1948, The largest city is Tel Aviv with
400,000 residents, followed by Haifa (under 200,000) and the capital,
Jerusalem (with 160,000), The countries of origin supplying more than
1,000 immigrants are above thirty in number, spread over five continents.

The form of govermment is democratis, the only one in the Near
Eagt, and the franchise is open to all oitizens, irrespective of race,
cereed, or sex. There is a president as in France, and a premier responsible
to the 120-geat Parliament which is elected periodically on a party basis.
The present soalition govermment is controlled by Mapal, a centrist labor
party, which has been successful in maintaining its lead since the founding

of the 8tate. Communists now ocoupy only five seats in the Parlimon‘b.l

ligrael 1964, (New York:s Israel Office of Information, 1954); and
%E;_Ioaro of Israel Independence (New York: Israel Office of Information,
56
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The State of Israel was born in 1948, in accordance with the United
Nations decision of November 29th, 1947 dividing Palestine between Jews and
Arabs, The declaration of independence issued in May 1948, upon the withdrawal
of the British (hopefully regarded by them as temporary) after thirty years
of Mandate rule, was followed by an invasion by seven Arab nations. The sup-
pressed Jewigh underground army, rising to the challenge, successfully de-
fended the infant republic againgt the onslaught. A state of war with
sporadic outbursts has existed to the present day, the Arab countries re-
fusing to make peace.

Ancient Jewish statehood came to an end with the war of liberation
against Rome in A.D.70, followed by a final abortive revolution in A.D.132,
The Jewish community continmued to flourish in Palestine, with inmtermittent
unfulfilled hopes of restoration of sovereignty, for another five hundred
years. The subsequent decline was checked somewhat by infrequent immigrations
throughout the centuries, with a revival teking place in the sixteenth century.
At no time, however, was there an interruption of Jewish communel life, from
ancient times to the present day.

In the eighties of the z;ineteenth oentury, oolonization efforts were
initiated by East European Jewry. A slow but steady increase took place,
especially after the launching of political Zionism in 1897, By 1914, there
was & network of agrioulturel colonies and a growing city population, total-
ling about 90,000, The Balfour Declaration of 1917, issued by the British
govermment, recognized Jewish historical rights to Palestine, and rewarded
the world wide and local Palestine Jewish community for its war participation

on behalf of the Allies. This charter, approved by the Allies, stated:



Jhuty's rerres
Elintze el ot
BT Rer et e
XU ks, 4t e
X imewic may P
i E Y Cilep neoe
IR eliviag) g

—
~—t

RCANTIEN ezferec s
Tk e Maziatg o

Ly
"M lnpy e Tatiqf

LI Wl

T .
~ ""“n-‘.'l.“

L S




His Majesty's Govermment views with favor the establish-

ment in Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish people,

and will use their best endeavors to facilitate the achieve-

ment of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing

shall be done which may prejudice the oivil and religious

rights of the existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or

the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other

oountry.z
Subsequently, at the Conference of Allied Powers held in San Remo, Italy,
Britain received the Mandate over Palestine, which was finally ratified
in 1922 by the League of Natims, entrusting Britain with the responsibility
of sssuring the establishment of the Jewish National Home, Replacing the
shifting irregularities of Turkish rule, the nations of the world--acting
through a great power-—were now committed to a Jewish Palemtino.3

The following deoades proved otherwise. The . polici e s of British

colonialism in cultivating Arab nationalism, presented numerous obstacles.
"White Papers" were issued periodically, limiting immigration and colonization.
Sporadic Arab outbursts led to bloodshede In 1922 Trans-Jordan, comprising
about two-thirds of Palestine, was removed arbitrarily by the British govern-
ment from the operation of the Mandate., The Passfield Commission of 1930,
following the 1929 riots encouraged by the Palestine gover-zlnozrl:.4 attempted
to halt further settlement, At that time the Jewish population was 175,000,
twenty per cent of the total. Various govermment commissions and proclama-

tions constantly interfered with the implementation of the Mandate., In 1937

ZChaim Weimmann, Trial md Error (New Yorks Harper, 1949) p. 208,
citing the Balfour Declaration.

8130::'1133-11 Joseph, British Rule in Palestine (Washingtons Publioc Af-
fairs Press, 1948), p. 73.

Book of Documents, sutmitted to the General Assembly of the United
Nations (Wew York: Jewish Agenocy for Palestine, 1948), p. 8.

feurice Samuel, What Heppened in Palestine (Boston: Stratford Co.,

1931).



et el
B A AR TRES T8 re-‘
ke sty '.\
TN xmm) ety
oaealy &rirg toe ¢
Tilnw g Rre, )

g ¢y, tlieed T



the Peel Commission recommended the dividing of Palestine among Jews, Arabs,
and British, with the former receiving the smallest part. Two years later,
a new White Paper practiocally liquidated the Mandate in its Jewish aspects,
assuring British control notwithstanding., Illegal Jewish immigration oon-
tinued, especially during the seoond World War. A Palestine Jewish Brigade
fought in Africa and Europe, Masses of survivors from the Nazi camps were
pressing against the olosed gates of Palestine, where a Jewish community was
waiting eagerly to receive them. World public opinion was inoreasingly con-
demning the British government on this score. An Anglo-American Commission
in 19468 recommended the immediate admission of 100,000 "displaced persons,"
but this was not earried ou'ts.5 Finally, England referred the Palestine problem
to the United Nations Special Commission on Palestine (UNSCOP) in 1947, upon
whose recommendation Palestine Partition was voted on November 29th, 1947,
and the State of Israel came into being a half year later on May 15th, 1948.6
From its inoception, the infant State met with nearly insurmountable
diffioculties, A community of 700,000 faced the converging armies of seven
Arab nations, represemting 70,000,000 people, openly defying the United Nations
decision, A British-American embargo prevented Israel from securing the
necessary arms, With the help of wolunteers, Jews and gentiles from Europe
and America, the war was won. The population pressure of nearly three-quarters
of a million imnigrants fleeing Arab persecution, Red terror, and Nazi

memories, oreated unparalleled housing and food shortages, and resulted in

anrtloy C. Crum, Behind the Silken Curtains a Personal Account of
o-American Diplomsocy in Palestine and the Middle East. (New Yorks Simon
and Schuster, 1 .

6A1bort M, Hyamson, Palestine Under the Mandates 1920-1948, (London:
Methuen, 1950).
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economic imbalamce. World Jewry rushed to the aid of Israel, and in a re-
latively short time made possible the absorption of a hundred per cent
inocrease of population, transferred from the transient immigrant-camps--
oftentimes inhabited by the same people for two or three years--to produstive
labor and settlement in the ocities and farming communities. An edusation
syat‘on had to be get up to serve the needs of young end old from many lands,
speaking different languages and bound to diversified traditions. On the
international political arena, constant vigilance was maintained against the
combined forses of Aradb hostility, Anglo-American oil interests, and Gom-
munist plotting. At the armed borders, continued restlessness and inoendiary
activity by the shaky regimes of neighboring countries oreated an atmosphere
of fear and unending "inoidents™ and reprisals. In the midst of economio
diffioculties, military emergencies, political dangers, imner ocultural bar-
riers, and religious problems, a nation forged its destiny, inspired by an
ancient prophetic tradition and a two-thousand-year odyuesr toward freedom,
seourity, and oreativity, This in essence is what the "still snall voice"
of Israel has spoken so articulately from the platform of the United Nations,

which helped to bring it into being and accepted it into its fold.

The magrmitude of the problems oonfronted by Israel camot be over-
estimated. Their solutions touch upon all aspeots of Israel society, molding
its national charsacter and determining oconsiderably its social, economis,
oulhu-al., and religious orientation.

(a) The existing socio-economic pattern of 1948 had to cope with a
doubling of population within geven years., The masses of immigrants were,

to a large extent, urban storekeepers and uprooted individuals liberated
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10

from the concentration camps, without any vooational background. These had
to be transformed in a short time into produotive industrial laborers and
self-sustaining independent small farm holders. Towns and villages sprang
up, but not fast enough to absordb the new immigrants. Job opportunities
in a pioneer ocountry with limited resources were not plentiful, Temporary
tent camps became dwelling quarters for a number of years. The primitive
homes, abandoned by hopeful Arabs lured by the promise of returning with
the victorious sweep of Arab armies, housed many newocomers. At one time
there were nearly 20,000 people in the Masabaroth (immigrant camps). By
the end of 1957 thoy‘wore reduced to a quarter of the number, A vast program
of vocational training was launched and courageous economic expansion programs
undertaken., The means for absorbing the people came from self-imposed aus-
terity, reinforced by inoreased labor productivity and financed by modest
international loans and thQ phiianthropic efforts and investments of world
Jewry, mostly from the United States, The annual campaigns in the United
States and abroad supply the additional funds for the rehabilitation of tens
of thousands of immigrants still reaching Israel shores, year after year,
Eoonomie experiments in collectivigation and cooperation abound,
serving to alleviate the strain of initial adjustment end restoration of
physical humen resources. The Negev, southern desert, is now being reclaimed
for agrioulture in an imposing ooncentration of effort and resouroefulness.
Intensive farming, hopeful mining ventures (oil was recently discovered),
collective agricultural units, accelerated technological research--all con-

tribute to an expanding economy geared to operate in an emergency situation.7

TBetween Past and Future: Essays and Studies on Aspects of Immigrant
Absorption 1n Israel. (ed.) C. Frankensteln. (Jerusalem: Henrietta Szold
oundation for ohild and youth welfare, 1953),
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(b) The military exigenoies have created an atmosphere of permanent
mobiligzation to meet surprise attacks. Though an armed truce is in effect,
peaceful coexistence is still a distant goal., The Arab nations have re-
fused to recognize Israel, or to accept it de facto., Smouldering in the
defeat of 1948, they are committed to the ultimate annihilation of Isreel,
determined to win the “second round." There are repeated provocations
on the borders of Israel, involving tragic loss of life and property.

The half million Arabs who voluntarily abandoned their homes in 1948, in
accordance with the strategy of the Arab High Command, are kept im per-
manent transitoriness and temsion to serve as a threat and obstacle to
peace.

Military training is compulsory for all men and women in Israel,
In a ocountry where war is imminent and the battle lines are fifteen or
twenty miles away, even school children are brought up in the art of war-
fare. Famming cormunities are military forts. Air raid shelters are
rapidly being construocted. These efforts acocelerated in the years 1955-6,
after Egypt began to receive jet planes from Russia, while Saudi Arabia.s
was georetly being armed by the United States. At the time Israel was
falling behind in the arms race, hawving been refused defensive weapons
by both East and West, with the exception of France, while the United States
offorts at peace in the Middle East did not appreciably diminish the
tension. Isrsel's successful offensive againgt Egypt, at the end of 1956,
eliminated the fhrout of aggression and the border incidents 1n#olwing con-

tinuous loss of life and property. United States polioy, however, has re-

BSaudi Arabia was officially committed to destroying Israel at
the expense of "saorifioing ten million Arads" -- quoted by the Associated
Press release, January 9, 1953,
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12

sulted in the restoration of Egyptian militarism with its proclaimed bel-
ligerency toward Israel, The Sues Canal remains closed to Israel shipping,
in violation of international law, An economic boycott is in force, and a
woridiwide campaign is waged by the Arab powers against commercial firms deal-
ing with Israel, The Jewish minorities still residing in Arab lands are
subjest to inoreasing oppression,

But what Israel lacks in amms, it hopes to make up in courage and
determination., And if aggression comes, the people of Israel will defend
their hard-won independence with the stubborn tenacity of a last-ditoch battle
fought in final desperation, somewhat emcouraged by the faith that the demoo-
racy-loving people of the world will not fail them in their trying houre 1In
the meantime, Israel is an armed camp in a state of emergency, engaged
simul taneously in the pursuit of peaceful arts and cultural values. To
maintain the one within the other is the unique problem affecting its very

survival .9

() The cultural integration of Israel's heterogeneous ethnic groups
is a major challenge to the new nation., Small, dark-complexioned, bigamous,
and scholarly Yemenites, emerging overmight from the Middle Ages; tall, color-
ful, patriarchal orientals of the tribes of Central Asia and India; exotioc,
Arabio-speaking refugees from the ghettos of North Afrioca and caves of Saharaj
multi-lingual, alert but sensitive and tense survivors of Nazi camps; cultured,
assimilated, westerniged professionals and businessmen of Italy, Yugoslavia,
and Bulgaria; dymamioc, intellectually creative but shiftless Yiddish-speeking

Lufimensochen from Poland, Lithuania, and Romania; preciously needed artisans

®I. 2. Sobwartz, Israel’s War of Liberation, trans. Itzoak Ivry.
(Jerusalem: Mass., 1961),
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and sailors from Greece and Turkey; sophisticated, enmterprising, conservative
Westerners from France and the Engligh-speaking countries: these, among many
more, are to be welded into one people, The levels of culture, the linguis-
tic differences, the tribal traditions, the diversified mores of family and
community present a kaleidoscopio panorama without a unifying pattern. The
problem of attaining unity in diversity is colossal, since it must be achieved
at an accelerated pace.

A vast network of schools for both youth and adults disseminates the
spoken Hebrew. The army is a powerful educational and unifying force. To
preserve the positive aspeots of each heritage, to remove parochial mores
in oconflioct with contemporary moral standards, to super-impose the Israeli
Hebrew culture of an indigenous minority on an unorganized majority of new-
comers, is a three-fold task of unequalled proportions. What all this means
in the religious domain along--always a terribly important matter to Jews--
is obvious without elaboration. Suffice it, for the moment, to record that
the traditional division of Jews into Ashkenazi and Sefardi with its ritual
differences necessitates two independent Chief Rabbis with appendaged hier-
archies. Beside these century-old loyalties to particular religious traditionms,
there is an equally vociferous and numerous group of devotees to aggressive
seculariem, antagonistio to all religion.

The linguistio diffioulty is considerably aggravated by the peculiar
neture of modern Hebrew, Reintroduced as a living tongue some fifty years
ago, it is now being developed for all-embracing usage in a degree commensurate

with European languages .10

10
Relations. (Philsdelphia: Jewish Publication Soolety, 1

Raphael Patai, Israel Between East and West: a Study in Human
953% «
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(d) The ocomplex psychological factors should not be ignoreds The
overwhelming preponderance of people with past treumatio experiences, con-
ductive to maladjustment, pleces Israel society in an unenviable position.
The remnants of European Jewry are emotionally soarred aufter the many years
of terror, hounded by Nazi brutality., Those who escaped Red tyranny have
been accustomed to a clandestine way of life, suspicious of all outsiders.
Fanatio partisanship, fragmentigation, and restlessness plague Israsl society.
The masses from Aradb lands, never having known freedom, are unprepared for
the responsibilities that come with it. The Western tempo is alien to the
Eastern way of life, The additional pressures of war atmosphere contribute
to tensions bearing down upon the individual and society. The ability to
emerge untainted in spite of this is of course the sublime test. The proven
adaptability of adherents to the Jewigh faith, in overcoming historical
orises and challenges, may serve as a reservoir of strength to their des-

ocendants in the present cnergomiea.n

The rise of Israel in many respects has its counterpart in American
history. In both instences agricultural pioneering, economic trail-blazing,
and sooial experimentation were necessities and opportunities. A conglomera-
tion of peoples and cultures swarmed to both places, oreating a new member
in the family of nations. Israel, too, must ochoose both the "melting pot"
and "oultural pluralism" in the emergence of the nation's future. But what
sets Israel apart 1is the pace with which all this is to be achieved., What

took America centuries has to be done on an equal scale within a decade or

ns. N. Eisenstadt, The Absorption of Immigrants. (Glencoes Free
Press, 1956).
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less, This is not because of an inherited impatience characteristic of
Jews, but because of the unprecedented critioal condition of segments
of Jewry, whioh requires their saving now or never. Consequently inte-

gration, acoulturation, and productivization become immediate short-term

demands .
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CHAPTER III

THE ZIONIST MOVENENT

Zionism is the mass movement which fathered the State of Israel,

It is the modern reformulation of religlous yearning which animated and
revived troubled Jewish hearts throughout the ages. Based on the ancient
reality of an independent Judaean State, a mational dream found expression
in ritual, literature and faith, reinforced by the two-thousand year old
homelessness of a dispersed people, It emerged as a moving force and pro-
gram of action at the end of the nineteenth century. Within fifty years
of its inauguration, the ideal of Jewish statehood was transformed into

a facte The story of the antecedents, formation, end development of the
Zionist movement is important for discerning the basic elements of Israel
life and thought today and discovering its educational valuese

Over half of the Jews of the world before 1914 lived in the Russian
and Austrian Empires of Europe. It was there, among the compact Jewish masses,
that a religious culture flourished and it was in this geographic area that
new ideas and leaders were borm that left their imprint on all of Jewry,

Israel and Amerioca inoluded.

The nineteenth century found East European Jewry still in the mental
olimate of the Middle Ages where religion was the sum total of all intellectual
and reoreationel pursuits. Enlightenment ocame late to European Jewry, for
the broadening of the soientific intellectual horizons of European society

was accompanied by the mtmaiﬁoation of bigotry and oppression of minorities.
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Catholic umiversalism, at least, tolerated Jewish non-conformity. Protestant
nationalism and enlighterment was infuriated with persistent Jewish different-
ness. Eoconomic disorimination, political repression, social alienation and
religious persesutlon oould hardly constitute the fertile soil from which the
fruit of socience and the crop of ideas would grow,

It was at the end of the eighteenth century that the Haskala movement,
a8 Enlightemment became known in Hebrew, began. Moses Mendelsohn, a scholarly
German Jew who became an importanmt modern philosopher, opened the gates of the
ghetto for the culture of Europe. Henceforth, thousands of young men in the
towns and villages of Eastern and Central Europe engaged in the study of
languages, arts, and sciences in a furtive manner, It was believed by the
exponents of the mew movement that it was the lack of secular culture that
prevented their co-religionists from acquiring full citizenship rights. The
solution to all evils was, therefore, in a new education that could bring
the sciences, the arts, languages and philosophy to the ghetto. Here is an
interesting phenomenon of an historic movement suggesting a new school cur-
rioulun as a solution to political and economic difficulties. They main-
tained that, in the wake of inner changes, full emancipation, political and
social, would follow, Beside secular education, already mentioned, European
gard was to be adopted; and productive labor, especially farming, oultivated,
partially replasing commerce. Believing in the dawn of a new age, the men of
Hagkala naively felt that, once the Jews became moderni ged sufficiently to
share the products of Enlighterment, they would merit and receive equality
of treatment at the hands of the ruling classes.

In Germany, the Haskala brought religious reform and conversion
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(Mendelsohn's own grandson, the composer Felix, was a convert). In Austria
and Russia, a modern literature arose i n Hebrew, and later in Yiddishe The
Prophets and Wisdom books of the Bible, long replaced by the study of religious
law, were reintroduced; Hebrew grammar and language enjoyed a new emphasis.
Mendelsohn's disciple, Naftali Herz Wessely (1725-1806), who wrote poetry

and propagandized secular education among Austrian Jews, is regarded by some

1 Mendele Mocher Seforim, "grand-

as the father of modern Hebrew letters.
father of modern Yiddish,"™ satirized the umwholesome and sterile aspects
of Jewish life, its secio-economic structure and removal from contemporary
knmowledge. J. L. Gordon (1830-92) sang of the virtues of Haskala and was
oritical of the maze of religious legalism interfering with individual free-
dom and happiness. A host of other writers Joined in the praise of modernism.
Beooming primarily didectic and moralistic, Hebrew literature nevertheless
was released from its religious chains and prospered in its new secularistio
freedoms In the meantims, the Russian goverrment had made some overtures to
enlightened Jows, and these, in turn, had their hopes raised high,

But the panacea scon proved a mirage. There came the pogroms of
1881, engineered by the Czarist regime, With the ashes of victimized
Jewish communities were oonsumed the hopes and promises of the Haskala,
The above-mentioned Gordon, "king of the poets," oalled: "Back to your
tents O Israell"™ BEurope had disappointed theme The Jewish intelligentsia
suddenly awoke to the realization that the Jewish problem cannot be solved

by relying upon benevolemse from without, but by some drastic steps taken

lJonph Klausner, History of Modern Hebrew Literature, vol. I,

in Hebrew, (Jerusalem: Hebrew University Press, 1948)
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from within, Pinsker (see Ch. V1) published his history-making pamphlet

Auto-Emancipation, focusing attemtion upon Jewish homelessness and point-

ing to the need for a separate territory as an end to the road of persecu-
tion traversed for nearly two thousand years. The "Chibbat Zion" (Love of
Zion) movement was launched, and the first group of young volunteers from
the \iniversities (Bilu)} set out for Palestine as the vanguard of the masses
returning to the ancient homeland, Hebrew and Yiddish literature reversed
its invidious praise and oriticism in favor of its own people. Hundreds

of thousands of Jews streamed to America and Argentine, and a small tribu-
tary was rechammelled to Palestine. The story of the colonization of Pales-
tine, the first ground-breaking for the later great national structure, now

begim .

Forerunners of the Zionist movement élready appeared in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Bemjsmin Disraeli, himself of Jewish birth,
published a novel, Tanored, on the theme of Isreel's return to Zion. The
English novelist George Eliot, depicted the new Jew restored to his homeland

in her Daniel Derondas An Ameriocan statesman of the Jewish faith, Mordecai

Manuel Noah, attempted to form a Jewish territory as "an asylum temporary

and provisionary . . ¢ under the protection of the American Constitution with-
out relinquishing hope of eventually regeining possession of their ancient
homolnnd.'z In Prussia, Rabbi Zvi Kalisher (d. 1874) preached the message

of return and urged the adoption of practical measures in the settlament of

the Holy Land. Palestine-borm Rabbi Judah Alkalai (d. 1869}, occupying a

2pufus Learsi, Fulfillment: the Epic Story of Zionism (Cleveland:
World Publighing Co., 1951) oiting Noah p. 32.

19
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pulpit in Serbia, projeoted a political organization representative of
European Jewry to negotiate with the Great Powers and Turkey. David Gordon,
editor of the all-important Hebrew periodical Hamagid, opened the pages of
this Haskala organ to the exponents of the new idea and joined their ranks
in propagating Zionism.

A remantic setting for the predecessors of early Zionism was pro-
vided by the middle of the century in the works of Abraham Mapu (1808-67).
This 1ntoi1utua1 Lithuanian Jew, of prosaic soholarly stock, fired the
imagination of generations of young people by his moving dramatic and roman-
tic novels of Judaean life in the days of the First Temple. So far removed
from Palestine in distanoce, climate and enviromment, he yet captured the
fragrance of Judsean hills and valleys, and revived the Biblical landscape
in his poetic re-enactment of historic events. Into the crowded, dreary,
impoverished villages of the Russian Pale he brought the romance and radiance
of a glorious past, and increased the desire for immediate redemption.s

The aforementioned spokesmen came from the ranks of traditional
Jewry and communicated with them. A voice from other quarters was heard
when Moses Hess (see Ch. VI), fomef gocialist and assimilated intellectual

of Western Europe, appeared with his German book Rome and Jerusalem in 1862,

It was a repudiation of assimilationist theory and an expose of the failure
of emancipation, 6alling for the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Pales-
tine, Seven years later, Peretsz Smolenskin (see Ch, VII), leading Hebrew
novelist and essayist, founded in Vienna the monthly Hashachar (Morming

Star), ocommitted to a dignified revival of the Hebrew tongue and Israel's

SHazan and Feller, The History of Zionism, in Hebrew, (Jerusalem:
Kiryat-Sefer, 1948) pp. 31-38,
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national spirit. Until his untimely death, Smolenskin preached national
ocultural rejuvenation and exerted powerful influence on the new generation.
Along with other writers of the age, he became aware of the bankruptoy of
Haskala which, in the process of bringing western culture, alienated the
Jew from his people, and led him to assimilation and, oftentimes, to con-
version.

The shock of 1881, therefore, came to an element prepared for a re-
evaluation of ideology in the direction of nationalism. In addition to the
personslities that ploughed the rough terrain of Jewish consciousness and
planted the first seeds of Zionism, there was another development in the
international arena which helped to usher in the Zionist movement. This was
the stirring in South Eastern Europe, the national uprising against Turkish
domination which gave birth to new states. The upsurge of national feeling,
the desire for independence, the emphasis on ethnic culture, stimulated
parallel sentiments in articulate Jewish groups. Thus, when the orisis
came, the weather was not inoclement for the new breezes.

The first group of Bilu (an acrostic on the verse "The House of
Jacob, come ye and let us go," Isaiah 2:5) some twenty of them, arrived in
Palestine in 1882, three years after the founding of the first agriocultural
settlement (Petach Tikva—Gate of Hope--now a flourishing town) by local
people, The little group of pioneers distinguished itself from native Jewry
in two salient oharacoteristios: (a) they were young studemts who came to
live, as against the resident old people who, previously, had come for the
purpose of dying in the Holy Land; (b) they were modern, educated, conscious

of their mission, inspired with zeal to engage in productive labor, essentially
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agrioulture; the indigenous population was fanatiocally pious, living off
charitable contributions from all over the world.

Before leaving Russia, the Bilu issued this proclamation, as mean-
ingful in content, for the understanding of Zionism, as it is naive in form:

What we want:

l. A home in our country. It was given to us by the
mercy of God, 1%t is ours as registered in the archives
of history.

2. To beg of the Sultan, and if it be imposaible to
obtain this, to beg that at least we may be allowed to
possess it as a state within a larger state; the in-
ternal administration to be ours, to have our civil and
political rights, to act with the Turkish Empire only
in foreign affairs, so as to help our brother Ishmael
in his time of need.

We hope that the interests of our glorious nation
will arouse our national spirit in rich and powerful
men, and that everyone, rich and poor, will give his
best labors to the holy cause.?

The faot that university students of liberal arts proved miserable
failures as farmmers in a strange land, is not important. They ignited the
spark which charged the motor of the Zionist revolution. Twelve years be-
forehand, in 1870, an agriocultural school (Mikveh Israel) was founded, thereby
becoming the first outpost of modern Jewish ocolonization in Palestine. An
enterprise of the inspired mind of one of the leaders of the Alliance Israelite
Universelle, an organization of French Jewry, it exists as an experimental
and training station to the present day. However, it remained am isolated
incident without successors. The Bilu adventure, in contrast, though insig-
nificant in practical achievements, launched a new era., A number of other

colonies followed in the eight ies and nineties, and societies throughout

Russia were engaged in the two-fold task of supporting the colonists abroad

Y4aurice Samuel, Harvest in the Desert, (Philadelphia: Jewish Publiocation
SOOi.ty. 1944)0 Pe 50,
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and spreading Zionist ideals at home. It should be noted that the first job
was primarily accomplished with the aid of the Paris Baron de Rothschild who
literally gave his millions for this purpose.

This first stage of practical Zionism faced a construotive challenge
with the appearance of Achad Ha'am (see Ch, XI) by 1890, Without deprecating
the importance of the program in effeot to his time, he demanded a spiritual
awakening as a prerequisite. To him, the movement was to concern itself with
oreed as well as deed, in the "preparation of hearts™ for the new cause. Not-
withstanding all these luminaries and projeots, Zionist activity was sporadio--
limited and frequently abortive--until the eventful year of 1897, one of the
most important dates in Jewish history.

Theodore Herszl, brilliant Viennese journalist, while covering the
dramatio Dreyfus case in Paris, suddenly awoke to the hopeless and helpless
position of the Jewish people, epitomized through Dreyfus, serving as a scape-
goat at every opportune occasion. Out of these deliberations, there dawned
upon Herzl the idea of a Jewish State as a haven of refuge and a rock of
strength, elevating the Jew to an equal role among the nations of the world.
The Jewish State was oomposed, and the First World Zionist Congress was con-
vened in Basle in 1897, The manifesto, issued by the first international
Jewish conclave, explicitly states the purpose of Zionism, known as the Basle
Program: "The aim of Zionism is to oreate for the Jewish people a home in
Palestine seoured by publio 1&:."5

Zionism now became an organi zed movement seecking international re-

ocognition for its aspirations., Herzl attracted Jewish dignitaries of Western

5)1fred Werner, "Basle to Jerusalem" Jewish Affairs, Ootober 15, 1946,
vol, I3 no. 10, (New Yorks Office of Jew<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>