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ABSTRACT

THE KAPSIKI LANGUAGE

By

David Martin Smith

The thesis represents an original analysis of the Kapsiki
language with special emphasis on the verb system. Through an analy-
sis of the grammatical and semological structure of the verbs, an
attempt is made to specify something of the Kapsiki speaker's concep-
tion of action, which this structure reflects.

The grammatical and semological analysis is based on a
stratificational model of language. That is, language is viewed as a
coding mechanism, composed of strata, standing between the world of
reality as experienced by speakers and the sounds used in speech.
Language, so viewed, enables a speaker to encode information concern-
ing the world of reality into units of sound and conversely to decode
sound symbols.

An ethnographic sketch, noting the salient ecological, cultur-
al and social features of the Kapsiki's total context of action is
provided in the first section. This is followed by a rather detailed
sketch of the structure of the language in general, including a de-
scription of word and construction classes.

The third section contains an analysis of the verbs, first,
as grammatical realizations of the semology and secondly, as semologi-
cal realizates. Several dimensions of actions, perceived by speakers,
and symbolized in the semology are examined.

Finally, several suggestions are tendered as to what this
analysis of verb semology reveals of the Kapsiki's view of this seg-

ment of reality.
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SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Except where specifically noted in the text the following ab-

breviations and notational conventions have been used in this thesis.

[ ]
//
{1}

pro
spc

prep
conJ

dem

coor

N/
/c/
/5/

enclose phonetic material.

enclose phonemic units.

enclose morphemic units.

enclose morphophonemic units.

mark semological units.

indicates the following is a morphological realization.

indicates the following is e lexemic realization.

indicates that the following is a semological realization.

is realized as.

In the text enclose parenthetical material, in examples in-
dicate opitional units.

verb, with subscripts, e.g., V, indicates class of verbs.

noun, with subscripts, e.g., Ni indicates noun class.
pronoun.

specifier

preposition

conjunction

verb marker
demonstrative
coordinator
vowel

consonant

syllabic consonant
marks beginning or ending of an utterance.

(underlining) sets off Kapsiki units in the English text.
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enclose English glosses in the text.

vt enclose English explanations or tags in the text, for example,
pa ‘'Consecutive Sequential Indicator'.

order The ordering of examples is as follows. If the example is

not too long the Kapsiki appears on the left, an idioma-

tic English gloss to the right, the text reference in

parentheses to the extreme right with a literal English

gloss directly below the Kapsiki. If the example is long

the idiomatic English gloss is found below the literal

one.

See also the following explanations of abbreviations in the text it-
self:
Page 52 symbols used in the tone examples.
Page 93 special conventions used in Construction Class examples.

Page 157 glossary of notations used in the Semological Network.

viii
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SECTION ONE

THE PEOPLE

l.l GENERAL BACKGROUND

lelsl Introduction,

The Kapsiki are a tribe of between 22 and 25,000 who inhabit the
Mandara hill region on the Cameroun side of the Nigeria-Cameroun border.
Whether or not the several thousand people living in the adjacent area
of Nigeria and speaking the several dialects of Higi, should be consid-
ered part of the same tribe is a question still not settled. Some of
these villages use a dialect that is evidently mutually comprehensible
with that of the Kapsiki and most of the villages belong to the same
enemy-brother village complex as those in Cameroun. However, except for
& few instances in which comparative dats are introduced, this paper
focuses on the people living in Cameroun and the term Kapsiki will be
used only with reference to them.

This tribe is the main inhabitant of the administrative division
(canton) of Mogode which is ruled by the Lambdo who resides in the vil-
lage of Mogode. The canton is a sub-division of the Margui-Wandala
Department of Eastern (ex-French) Cameroun and the department capitol is
located at Mokolo.

The name Kapsiki, rarely used by the people themselves, is a
transliteration of the verb psukli which describes the action of Guinea
corn fermenting in the process of beer making and the prefix ka- meaning
something like, "the people who". Thus this appellation, evidently
first used by the Fulbe® invaders, means, "those who make beer." Indeed,
the preparation, distribution and drinking of beer is an important el-
ement in Kapsike life,

1The term Fulbe is used here for the ethnic group known in the
literature as Fula, Fulani, Peul, etc. Fulbe is the term they use in
reference to themselves. (cf., 1l.2.2 for a fuller discussion.)

1
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The people ordinarily refer to themselves as Margi, both to dis-
tinguish themselves from neighboring tribes (but including the Higi)
and, in a narrower sense, in opposition to the Fulbe who may, in fact,
be simply Kapsiki turned Moslem. I use the term Kapsiki because; (1)
it has come into general use with reference to this group, (2) the term
Margi is used in the literature for another large tribe in Nigeria and

(3) the Kapsiki themselves are now accepting and using this name.

l.1.2. Where they live,

The Canton of Mogode is located on a plateau about 4,000 feet
in altitude, 12 to 15 miles wide from west to east and at least twice
as long. Both the eastern and western edges of the plateau are com-
posed of small but fairly rugged mountain ranges which give way to
vast plains--on the west the plains of Nigeria and on the east the
plain of Maroua.

The plateau itself is dotted with rather unique "mountains™
which are in fact the granite cores of very old extinct volcanoes.
These striking bosses rise abruptly, often to & height of several hun-
dred feet and those which are located near villages usually have reli=-
gious and historical significance for the village.

The plateau floor is relatively level, free from rocks and
trees, being not badly suited to agriculture. However, the villages
are strung out in two roughly parallel lines in the hills at either
side of the plateaus. These were the most easily defended from the
mounted Fulbe raiders who invaded the territory in the last part of
the 19th century. Even today most planting is done on terraces built
on the rocky sides of the hills. The area in between is considered
bush and is inhabited only by a few pastoral Fulbe and some Kapsiki
who have recently left the sanctuary of the mountains.

The vegetation is of the savanah type characteristic to this
kind of semi-arid climate. It consists of coarse grasses, several
varieties of shiny-leafed shrubs, some thorn trees and a few baobobs.
During the dry season the bush and fields are burned off.

The dry season starts the first part of October and heavy rains

don't come again until the month of June. This long dry period with a
consequent dearth of surface water is probably the most persistantly
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troublesome physical feature of the environment the Kapsiki have to
deal withe Given the short rainy season with a total average annual
rainfall of under 25 inches, it is obvious that slight reductions in
either the length, regularity or quantity of the rains will have seri-
ous repercussions on the food supply and economy of the people.

Water for domestic use is especially a problem during the latter
months of the dry season. By February the deep wells dug by the gov=-
ernment in some villages have dried up and the villagers are dependent
upon the pools remaining in swamps and stream beds, which are often
far from residences. Rituals to ensure adequate water supplies and
disputes over access rights to available sources are common features
of Kapsiki life.

l.sle3 Where they came from.

The wltimate origin of the Kapsiki is not a matter to be treat-
ed in this paper but certain histories of recent migrations have
direct bearing on the social and linguistic situation presently exist-
ing. The Kapsiki live in & number of rather scattered villages with
populations of from less than 500 to more than 1,500. These villages
are arranged in complexes of brother-enemy groups. Brother villages
supposedly have a common ancestor while enemy villages have been tra-
ditional rivals. To this day membership in one of the two groups
affects the treatment of intervillage disputese.

Mogode, along with a number of villages in Nigeria are brothers,
in opposition to the "enemy" villages of Kamale, Guria, Sedakote, Rufta
and Sir. Apart from the fact of their alliances, these groups exhibit
other peculiarities. In Mogode, for example, the dialect of the lan=-
guage used does not have & sex-gender distinction in the third person
personal pronouns, Speskers living in the villages mentioned as
members of the rival group regularly make such gender distinctions.
Apart from this distinction and a number of lexical and tonal differ-
ences, the dialects are not very divergent.

However, the two groups possess radically differing explana-
tions of origin. The residents of Mogode claim that their ancestors
came originally from a village nearly 100 miles to the east, near
Maroua. The inhabitants of the other group of villages trace their



ancestory in the opposite direction, about 100 miles to the west, near
Mubi, Nigeria.

There is evidence to suggest that in general terms these claims
of origin may be accurate and further, to indicate that the Mogode
group came later than the others, splitting the first settlement in
two parts. The implications for such a convergence of widely separat-
ed people who have come now to speak the same language, on an under-
standing of language change, although.intriguing, are beyond the scope
of this study. However, some awareness of the situation will shed
light on the linguistic description to follow, which will be based

almost exclusively on the Mogode dialect.

1o,k Who they are related to.

Kapsiki is a Chadic language (Greenberg 1906. 46) and thus a
member of the Afro-Asiatic language family. It is closely related to
Matakam spoken to the North and northeast and to Bana, spoken to the
south and southeast. It does show some striking differences to these
languages, however, for example, the noun class system so important in
Bana is entirely lacking in Kapsiki. Its relationship to Higi on the
west has already been mentioned. Both Higi and Kapsiki are closely
related to the Bura-Margi languages to the northwest and are probably
members of the same sub=-group.

The material culture and social-organization (eg., the signifi-
cance of the blacksmith in the society) show close affinities with the
other mountain peoples of north Cameroun. In the literature all of

these people are often discussed together under the rubric of Kirdi.

l.2 HOW A KAPSIKI SEES HIMSELF .

With his identity, furnished by this sketch of his physical and
ethnic environment, an attempt will follow to explain how the Kapsiki
views himself. An understanding of this will help explain why he re-
lates to others in the ways that he does.

It appears that he sees the people is his universe as members
of certain quite rigidly defined classes. These classes are identi-

fiable by certain objective referents and form a series of increasingly
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smaller binary oppositions.

groupings.

These can be conceptualized as horizontal

(In the diagram they are separated by solid vertical

lines.) Crosscutting this classification is a series of vertical

categories based on residence and lineage affiliations (represented

by the broken horizontal lines).

The first set of categories will be

discussed in this section and the latter in section 1.3.
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le2.1 MARGI or Other,

The first distinction the Kapsiki makes is between the Kapsiki
tribe and everyone else. In articulating his identification at this
level he would use the term "MARGI" (here capitalized to distinguish
it from the same term used at the next level, indicating a contrast.
with Moslem.) He includes not only the residents of Cameroun in the
category of MARGI but his brothers in Nigeria, the Higi.

MARGI is defined by several components, including (1) a common
language--although the dialect differences may be significant enough
to justify postulating more than one language from an objective lin-
guistic point of view, (2) a common or related history--again from his
point of view, (3) certain similar but differing in detail, rituals
such as marriage and initiation practices, and (4) the fact that the
MARGI constitute the primary resevoir of potential marriage partners.

The entity described by the referents outlined here is what we
have termed the tribe. The Kapsiki has & keen tribal awareness, en-
hanced somewhat by the prominance it has been given in recent attempts
to attract tourists to the area and the rather condescending attitude
expressed toward the Kapsiki by both the present administration at
Mokolo and the larger Matakam tribe to the north.

le2.2 Margi or Fulbe.

To the average villager a more significant distinction is be=-
tween what he terms the persun@, that is, Fulbe and the Margi or non-
Moslems. As used here Fulbe is synonymous with Moslem. It includes
the Fulbe (ethnically) who represent the administration in the villages
and the cattle Fulbe who live in the bush and any Kapsiki who has con=
verted. In addition to these there is a fairly large Fulbe population
in the village of Mogode attached officially or unofficially to the
Lambdo or canton chief. This population includes, Malams, dancers,
musicians, prostitutes, the Lambdo's councilors, chauffeur, bodyguards
and their dependants. Many of these live off the largess of the
Lambdo who extracts tribute from the non-Moslems.

For a Kapsiki, becoming a Moslem, involves a drastic change of
cultural identity. He must (1) be circumcised, (2) renounce pagan
sacrifices, (3) observe taboos on eating pork, (4) observe the fast
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of Ramadan and (5) allow his children to be instructed in the Koranic
tradition. In addition he is supposed to (6) observe the moslem calls
to prayer and (7) refrain from drinking beer. Furthermore, he will
(8) ordinarily relocate in the Fulbe part of the village.

As a result of his conversion he will no longer be expected to
work in the fields and his wives will try to confine their cultivation
to cash crops and gardens, he will be able to eat at the Lambdo's
table, he will be exempt from public labor (but is supposed to pay a
slightly higher head tax) and can expect preferential treatment in any
litigation brought by a non-Moslem.

The Moslem finds it difficult to translate this "political"
advantage to economic. As a result of his disinclination to cultivate
and a habitual unwillingness or inability of the administration or
Lambdo to dispense the money promised them, the Moslems as a class are
probably worse off economically than either the pagans or Christians.

Furthermore, despite the stature the Fulbe have in the eyes of
the government, this is in effect a closed class. No real attempt is
made to convert the pagans in general but real pressure is brought on
the select few who have been "tapped" to rise in the governmental

hierarchy.

1.2.3. Pagan or Christian.

The Margi, or non-Moslems, constitute by far the bulk of the
Kapsiki tribe. This group is divided into Christians (Mission) and
Pagan. There are two Christian Missions working among the Kapsiki.
An American Protestant group has a small station with an occasional
regsident Missionary family at Mogode, and the Roman Catholics have a
large mission with a staff of 6 or 7 (mostly French), a dispensary,
church and school at Sir. Neither missions--for different reasons--
expect or demand a very traumatic conversion experience in terms of
culture change.

Among the things which differentiate the Christians from the
pagans are, (1) a reluctance to participate in sacrifices, (2) among
the protestants a de-emphasis on beer drinking and (3) for both prot-
estants and catholics a sometime enforced prohibition against taking a

second wife. No change in residence patterns, food taboos or



srticipation
¥hereas
“age, conversi
Ttere are seve
tion of wealsh
Tor *ne Chrise
SlS symbols
(sevirg machy
Ftr:hermore, |
f&rds, errar.
“ristians £
As a :
O:ters, tre
lrge, e

tude zainl,

IR R
O wT

\
The

k’fect all

L0AY ordey

R



8

participation in village rites is expected.

Whereas converting to Islam confers certain "political" advan-
tage, conversion to Christianity often results in economic advantage.
There are several reasons for this. In the first place, any accumula-
tion of wealth by the pagans would be used to procure additional wives.
For the Christians, on the other hand, it can be used to acquire either
status symbols (radios, metal roofing, market goods) or capital goods
(sewing machines, bikes--which are rented, wholesale marketable goods.)
Furthermore, opportunities for employment by the missions as houseboys,
guards, errand boys and informants are ordinarily offered to the
Christians first.

As a result of the economic consideration, and a number of
others, the Christian population in parts of the Kapsiki area is quite
large. The informants for this study (as noted in the appendix) in-
clude mainly Christians and Pagans.

1.3 HOW HE ORDERS HIS LIFE

The vertical categories intersecting those discussed above,
affect all Kapsiki to some degree. That is, in determining how they
will order their relationships with others, pagan, Moslem or Chris-
tian alike, they are concerned to know village and clan affiliations.
Although this is true in principle there are certain inherent restric-
tions on the compatibility of the two sets of categories. For example,
the significance of clan affiliation is greatly attenuated for the
Moslems and also the place of residence for a Moslem is, in most cases,

Mogode .

1l.3.1 The Village,

There are about 18 Kapsiki villages. The villages are not com-
pact but are spread over rather wide areas. They are composed of polyg-
ynous family dwellings surrounded by gardens and connected by footpaths
often very picturesquely bordered with euphorbia. The villages are
always located either in the mountains or at the foot of a mountain.

Village affiliation is extremely important to the Kapsiki and
is, at the village level, viri-patrilocal. A person belongs to the
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village of his father. If a person does move away, including women
who marry outside, he retains strong natal village ties, going back

in times of family crisis, maintaining at least vestiges of his village
"language" and eventually being returned there for burial.

Each village is characterized as (1) having a particular
"language", (2) having its own set of clans or lineages, (3) having a
sacred mountain (here sacrifices are offered and often judgements ren-
dered), (4) having its own form of initiation, marriage and death
rites and (5) being under the jurisdiction of a single Aranado or vil-
lage chief.

The village is the effective unit of political activity among
the Kapsiki. Each village is headed by a chief. He acts as arbiter
of disputes, assists in making sacrifices, serves as spokesman and
deputy for the Canton Chief and Prefect. These two roles, that of
spokesman for the administration and representative of the people, are
often in direct conflict resulting in serious personal dilemmas for
the chief.

Becasue of the complexity of his social status, choosing a
chief is often a complicated procedure. While final approval of a
new chief is reserved to the administration, in order to function
properly in his dual role he must enjoy the support of the people. 1In
Mogode, he is chosen from the chief's clan and this choice is made by
the three aristocratic clans. He is not necessarily the oldest mem-
ber of his clan but has to be one who has demonstrated his wisdom, am-
bition and carefulness about family traditions and responsibility.

The administration can and often does depose a chief, if he is
thought to be lax in doing the thingsit requires. The people can
force his "retirement" if the village doesn't prosper under his leader-
ship. His rule is far from autocratic, partly due to the limitations
on his authority imposed by the administration but also as a result of
a tradition of decision making by consensus. In any important decision
he consults his councilors--an informal and changing group drawn from
several segments of the society.

In addition to the village chief the villages are divided into

wardg each with a sub-chief. The role of the ward chiefs is similar
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to that of the village chief. They are called upon to collect taxes
directly from the people, to judge minor disputes, to rally the wards
for public work projects and together with the village chief form an
advisory group to the chief of the canton.

1.3.2 The Clan.

Within every Kapsiki village are found lineage groups, which
will be referred to as clans. Descent is reckoned patrilinealy so a
person is a member of his father's clan. Every village has different
lineages and thus, with a great deal of overlapping, different clan
names. The discussion in this section is almost entirely based on the
situation in Mogode. There are eight major clans in Mogode. Of these
three are classed together as aristocratic or chief-makers and the re-
maining five as commoners. The clans have descriptive names--which
may at one time have referred to the occupational interests or social
standing of the group--and membership in a clan is expressed by using
the name with the prefix meaning person or people of. Thus there is a
clan pacé and the members say, "we are ka pacé.”

The three aristocratic clans trace their origin to the founder
of the village and the others to sons of the founder as well or to
strangers who attached themselves to the group in the beginning. Of
the chief-making clans, one, called Mggé which means simply 'chief’',
and which claims descent from the third and lazy son of the founder,
always produces the village chief. One of the commoner clans is ka
!é!ﬁ meaning 'those who are slaves'. This must be distinguished from
the géig or 'slaves' who still exist as a group in the society. The
clan Mé!g is composed of those who trace their ancestory to slaves long
since freed and who enjoy equal rights in the society.

Within the village there is a tendancy, but my informants insist
no compulsion, to reside in a ward peopled by one's brothers or patri-
clan. Thus, although any Kapsiki is free, provided he can get the con-
sent of whomever controls the land, to settle wherever he wishes, in
fact, census figures indicate a strong desire to live with paternal
relatives. This~undoubtedly stems from an ancient practice, still in
existence in a few villages, of sons living with the father in extended
family groups by building onto the compound.
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Clan consciousness is very real for the Kapsiki. Lineage mem-
bership which is clearly articulated in times of crises or village
celebrations also affects the daily relationships a person enjoys with
others.‘ Marriage, for example, must be clan exogamous. For a girl
both the clan of her father and of her mother (that is, her father's
brothers and mother's brothers) have institutionalized roles to play
in making marriage arrangements.

Furthermore, the privileges and obligations one enjoys or is
enjoined to perform is determined often by clan affiliation. For
example, it is the maternal nephews who are obliged to dig the grave
for a deceased person and who can be pressed into virtually any ser-
vice wished. It is the paternal clan which must insist on revenge
should a person be injured or killed and the maternal relatives who
counsel moderation and insist on indemnification. It is the paternal
relatives who are obligated to provide money for bride price and the
maternal who must provide hospitality whenever needed.

The clan, in addition to its importance as a principle of social
organization, is also an important unit of religious activity. The
elders of the arisocratic clans along with the village chief and the
chief blacksmith are responsible for making the semi-annual village
sacrifices. Furthermore, there exist mountains sacred to various of
the clans where it is the duty of the clan elders to discharge the

required religious obligations for the good of the village as a whole.

1.5.3 The Family.

As the village is the effective political unit and the clan the
principle nexus of socio-political activity, the family is the primary
economic unit. Although closely related to the clan it is distin-
guished by several particulars. First by its economic activity. With-
in the family lies the control of the production, distribution and con-
sumption of subsistence goods and also the production and exchange of
marketable goods. In addition, unlike the clan, the family exhibits a
residential feature. It is composed of an adult male (with the ex-
ception of a few old women who live alone) and his dependents who in-
clude wives, children and often a widowed mother.

Family life revolves around the male head. He is responsible
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for making sacrifices, distributing food, paying taxes, keeping peace,
arranging marriages for young females in the family and pressing inherit-
ance claims among other duties. He is the only really permaneni. mem-
ber of the household since the children leave at marriayre and a lype

of defacto serial polygamy is customa.ry.l It is the rule Lhat when

the head of the family dies the compound is abandoned with the division
of his moveable property being accomplished at a formal hearing when
any claims must be presented. The wives are inherited by one of the de-
ceased's clan brothers (if they, that is, the wives and brothers wish)
and the dependents go to brothers.

Households vary greatly in size but an informal census at Mogode
indicates that the average number of persons in each compound is five.
One of the reasons it is so low is the high infant mortality rate. A
demographic study conducted in 1956 indicated that at that time the
incidence of children's death stood at 70 per cent before reaching the

age of 5. (Padleweski, 1960).

1.3.4 Blacksmiths and Slaves.

Although the above groupings, village, clan and family, repre-
sent the major vertical categories into which Kapsiki individuals are
classed, there are two more groups which need mention. They are the
blacksmiths, whose very interesting and unique role has been discussed
in the literature on neighboring tribes, and the dwindling class of
slaves.

The blacksmiths, as the name implies, are the group of crafts-
men who make tools, i.e., hoes, adzes, axes, knives, razors as well as
the pottery and, to some extent, the jewelry used by the tribe. The
smiths are the religious leaders as well, for it is they who lead the
village in making sacrifices, in performing the several rituals in-
volving the village, and it is they who are the main practitioners of

the arts of healing and divination. The smiths alone handle the dead.

lAlthough the expressed ideal is for a pirl Lo marry al puberly
and continue the marriage relationship throughout life, in fact, my
data have not turned up a single case of a woman stayin; wilh the man
she first "married". A further discussion of marriare f'ollows in
this section.
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They are also the only drummers and as such an indispensible part of
most group ceremonies.

As & group the smiths exhibit some of the traits of the line-
ages discussed above, but not all of them. Every ward in Mogode has
at least one smith living in it and each lineage has at least one
smith attached to it. The smiths are not subject to the same food
taboos as the rest of the tribe and, as a rule, smiths and others re-
fuse to eat or drink from the same containers. Marriage for a smith
must be with the daughter of another smith. If a non-smith wishes to
marry the daughter of a smith--and this is very rarely done--she must
undergo extensive purification procedures. The blacksmiths, there-
fore, form the only endogamous caste in the society.

The attitude of the others in the tribe toward the smiths is
characterized by a great deal of ambivalence. On the one hand they
are despised as taboo-breakers and on the other hand they are feared
for the awesome power--both mythical and real--that they possess. There
are two chief blacksmiths at Mogode. One is chief in matters concern-
ing the care of the dead and questions of village rituals and the
other in the realm of hoe making which is mystically related to the
productivity of the land.

Unlike the smiths, the slave population is insignificant both
in terms of numbers and impact on the society. Slavery is prohibited
by law and thus officially there are none and in fact, the acquiring
of new slaves has ceased. However, there are still a few left. As
is generally true in Africa, slaves are practically indistinguishable
from the rest of thepopulation. They have families, access rights to
land and enjoy the use of certain kinds of personal property. How=-
ever, his owner does have the right to seize the personal property of
a slave if he needs it and to decide how it will be divided when the
slave dies. Children of slaves belong to the owner who makes the mar-
riage arrangements for daughters. Upon death the slave is buried
with a ceremony markedly different ftom that accorded a freeman.
Slaves were ordinarily the spoils of war and could subsequently be
sold for goods or currency. I had occasion to investigate only one
verifiable case of slavery, a middle aged man, owned jointly by a resi-

dent of Mogode and a resident of Siir.
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1.3.5 Ceremonies,

Although this section has been primarily concerned with cale-
gories into which the Kapsiki see themselves as classed, a number ol
institutionalized ceremonies also serve as aids in ordering their
lives and in establishing the principles governing their relatlionships
to each other in the society.

One of the most important of these is Lhe gwela or boys'
initiation rite. It is held each spring for boys who, havins reached
puberty and having been deemed ready by their parents, have acquired

enough money to pay the expenses. The gwela is a rite de passage

marking the attainment of manhood by the initiate. After the cere-
mony the boy goes from the status of shepherd and errand boy for the
village to that of a responsible adult member of the community and
lineage. Only after the ceremony can he be held liable for his own
actions in any litigation, participate in village rituals and marry.

The rite itself involves instruction in the values and tradi-
tions of the society by a guardian, a great number of symbolic ele-
ments which serve to relive past traditions and anticipate the ini-
tiate's role of the future and several tests of endurance, bolh real
and symbolic. At the ceremony, lineage affinity is carefully arti-
culated and sex roles are clearly delineated with the responsibili-
ties and privileges contingent upon them emphasized.

There is a rite, different in detail and in design, but co-
inciding each year with the gwela, for girls. It is a ceremony in-
volving those (usually aged 13-15) who have contracted their first
marriage during the past year. The celebration is not nearly as
elaborate as the gwela, the girls having participated in an involved
marriage ceremony earlier in the year. It entails a preat deal of
symbolism, again aimed primarily at delineating the roles the girls
are expected to follow in the society and at insuring their fertility.

Lineage affiliation is not stressed in the proceediryrs, pro-
bably because her clan has ceded most of its claims on her to her
husband's at the occasion of the earlier marriage ceremony.

Besides the marriage ceremony, which will be discussed be-

low, the semi-annual sacrifices, the annual harvest festival and lL:e
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occasional rain-making rites all are important to the Kapsiki.

The fall and spring sacrifices offered on gungedd "the head of
Mogode", which is the sacred mountain of the village, involve the kill-
ing and eating of a specially chosen goat as well as an offering of
beer., It is performed by the chief blacksmith assisted by the vil-
lage chief and several of the village elders. Others are strictly
forbidden to participate on pain of "spoiling" the village. [aith-
ful enactment of this ritual is necessary to ensure the health of the
villagers and the harvest of a pood food crop.

The harvest celebration is the big f'estive occasion of the
year. It involves all the members of the villasre and often attractls
visitors from other villages. During the two or Lhree days of
dancing, feasting and drinking, several important rituals are enacted.
Offerings are made to the ancestors (and these must include meat),
recognition is accorded newly married couples and the chief and el-
ders formally visit various wards of the village seeking the support
of the sub-chiefs and affirming the general health of the village.
Mock battles--occasionally taking a serious turn--are fougnt between
the aristocratic and commoner clans by newly initiated boys.

Measures designed to ensure an adequate supply of rain are
essential to most of the people of this semi-arid repion. Kapsiki
villages ordinarily have rainmakers, people who are endowed with the
ability to bring or withhold reins. In times of drought they are
supplicated and paid to cause rain.

The people of Mogode, however, were explicitly forbidden Lo
consult rainmakers by their mythical village hero, whose own exploils
are continually reviewed in story telling sessions. Rather, if the
rains seem tardy or too slight the smith who makes hoes will take
measures. Sometimes these will include a rather elaborate rain-mak-
ing ceremony in which he gathers the young men of the villas;e who
with their drums and flutes trek the several miles to the tomb of
Xwemptla (the culture hero) where they make an offerinss and implore

him to pray with them for rain.



L% Marriacel
enn——————

(ne otnel

r
wivezent in th
#egse of its

etant to 4nd

gt cerenory fo
Tne ¥aps:

[ .
Iil‘lage’ »

4L

frerzs, gred
#5018 of the ¢
ially invo)s
If 8 You
¢ 20 egtablig
e said +q e
Hlliing g g
e gng
“r i&Sire %o
20ne ard Sperg

- , i‘_
g ..

iy Sage
iz



10

1.3.0 Marriage.

One other ceremony needs mention because of its direct in-
volvement in the ordering of Kapsiki interpersonal relationships and
because of its significance in displaying the important categories
important to the social structure. It is the makwat or first marri-
age ceremony for girls.

The Kapsiki use the French verb "marier" and its cognates,
"mariage, mari, marie(e)" with a number of seemingly dif'ferent re-
ferents. Marriage is used with reference to any union between two
persons of the opposite sex when sexual intercourse is at least po-
tentially involved.

If a young girl is chosen by a young man and if his intentions
are to establish a liaison, and if this meets with her approval, they
are said to be married. If a man sends a token gift to a father,
g8ignifying a desire to take his daughter and the gift is not returned
the man and the girl can be considered married. In order to show
her desire to have a certain man as husband, & girl will sometimes
come and spend several days with him. They are described as married.
When the bride wealth has been paid and the makwat ceremony has been
completed a girl is said to be married. When the wit'e leaves to take
up residence with another man the new couple is now considered hus-
band and wife.

There are, thus, several different types of marriaye arrance-
ments possible for the Kapsiki. Each of them involves institutional-
ized role changing and the entire situation is fraught with the po-
tential for tension.

The only marriage relationship dignified by a ceremony is the
makwat. (The term is used for any of the individual ceremonies con-
stituting the complex or for the girls who are themselves involved.)
Makwat marriage may be contracted when a girl is very youry (occa-
sionally even before birth) and is not finalized until after the
birth of the first child. As with many African marria;e arranse-
ments, it involves a contract between two groups. 'I'he principals in
this case are the man and his patrilineage and the rirl's palriline-

age. Her maternal relatives have a part in the arramn;emenis as well
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but are not in the same sense partics to the contract.

The proceedings begin with the prospective husband ccnding
pot of beer to the girl's father. If he is in favor of opening nego-
tiations he asks for the approval of the girl's maternal uncles. Pro-
tracted negotiations for the marriage payments now follow. There is
no set bride price but a reasonable average is considered to be goods
and money totaling about 10 to 12,000 francs or 40 to 50 dollars. The
father collects by demanding periodic gifts, payments and labor from
his future son-in-law and threatens to offer his daughter to some-
one else if he doesn't come through. The husband will resist the de-
mands giving only enough to keep the father from carrying out what is
no idle threat. This process will continue, with the fiance urging
the father to set a date for the marriage and the father protesting
that his daughter is too young (since any delay will enable him to
extract more money) until the pressure of the couple and of the groom's
family force the father to stop. Thus a wiley father can get a better
price than a dull one and an unscrupulous man can collect from several
bridegrooms who rarely get all their money or goods back.

When a day is settled upon to celebrate the bride's moving-in,
a great feast is prepared. The bride comes to her husband's house
where she stays in semi-seclusion for several days. The feasting and
drinking take on important symbolic significance. The husband's
brothers (lineage males) drink together and collectively bless the
marriage. The most important blessing, courted by the provision of
good beer and plenty of meat, as well as gifts, is bestowed by the
maternal uncles of the groom. The blessing is conveyed by spitting in
a calabash of beer which the bride is supposed to either drink or pre-
tend to.

Only the barest outlines of the very involved makwat ccremony
have been sketched here. Although many men can never afford to con-
tact a makwat (some have several) everyone aspires to. It is without
doubt the single most important event in the life of a woman. Failurc
to contract a makwat marriage has the same kind of effect failure to
undergo the gwela has for males. It tends to impugn her claim to lec-
gitimate adult status in the society. Furthermore, since she will in-

variably leave her husband for someone else, her submission to the
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ritual invests her decisions as to what role she will play with real
significance. Her husband's lineage now has legal claims on her and

she cannot renege on her responsibilites without risking supernatural

sanctions on the lineage and village.

1.3 oz Su.m.mary.

The Kapsiki individual finds himself assigned to a kin, a resi-
dence and a social class. Certain ceremonies are conducted period-
ically which function to articulate the limits of these categories, to
reassign individuals within the structure and to ensure the well being
of the society. The way in which the individual accepts the statuscs
assigned him (that is, the way he plays his role) within the structurc
and how he performs in the rituals, determines not only the nature of
his relationships to others (that is, the ordering of his activities
within the society) but the shape of the society as well. An under-
standing of these categories and ceremonies related to them is essen-
tial to an understanding of the kinds of activities which demand his
attention and energies. Some of these will be discussed in the fol-

lowing sections.

1.4 HE SETTLES HIS DISPUTES

One of the functions of the kind of social arrangements
sketched above is to provide for the continuation in time of the
society as an entity. This means that measures must be provided to
resolve conflicts arising between elements of the structure, conflicts
which usually take the form of disputes between individuals. Although
the inventory of potential disputes is practically infinite--there are
a few general types which recur with regularity. These recurrences
probably reflect some of the unresolved areas of tension within the
structure.

The most frequent disputes stem from marriage relationships
and these usually concern questions of bride price. Ideally a man
chooses a girl, makes the negotiations, pays the price, she comes to
live with him contributes her labor to his household and produces
children for his lineage. In fact, pressures to deviate from this

norm are many and the whole relationship tends to spawn contention.
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The commonest complaints involve women who have left their
husbands. The reasons for leaving are varied. Many woman only marry
& particular man in the first place because the pressures to contract
a makwat are important and the number of men who can afford one is
limited. She may leave her husband because he has mistreated her,
because she hasn't been able to have children by him, because he is
impotent or, as often happens, in response to urgings from her father
who hopes to reap economic advantage from the change.

If a married woman, who has borne no living children, wishes
to change partners, the new husband is required to pay her father.
The father, in turn is legally obligated to return the original
husband's payment so he can reinvest in a second wife. Actually it
is difficult for the cuckolded husband to collect all of his earlier
bride payment and it is possible for the father to gain considerably
in the transaction.

When a woman leaves her husband, therefore, complaints may be
(1) against the wife--in an effort to get her back, (2) against the
father for refusal to repay, (3) against the husband whom the father
accuses of reneging on the original transaction or (4) against the
husband whom the wife accuses of failure in his maritial duties. The
disposition of such cases varies. However, a woman will ordinarily
be forced to return to her husband although seldom to stay.

Another occasion of controversy stemming from terminated
marriages is the problem of custody of children--a serious matter
in a society structured on principles of lineality. In theory if
a child is living (or has lived for a year) the living child is
given into custody of the father and no bride price need be refunded.
However, if the child is nursing he will be remanded into the tem-
porary care of the mother. In practice there is pressure applied
from the administration to award children to the mothers, a tendency
viewed with great alarm by the village elders.

Failure to produce children may trigger disputes of a different
nature between spouses or between one spouse and an outsider. Such
failure is ordinarily charged to sorcery or the breach of an important
taboo on the part of the wife. Rarely, unless they lead to an open
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break in the marriage do such cases get a hearing above the level of
the village chief.

Probably the next most common source of disputes is the com-
plicated system of access rights to water, trees, and land.

Although water is in short supply tradition decrees that it
is public property. However, with the coming of the few Europeans and
evolués to the area, garden sites around the water holes have become
valuable and a number of disputes have arisen from alleged attempts to
monopolize the water sources.

Trees are also scarce commodities. They are "owned separ-
ately from the land on which they stand and are generally never cut
down although wood, fruit and bark are harvested from them. As with
land use rights, disputes arise most frequently when a dead owner has
purportedly given someone permission to use the tree's produce without
the deceased's heirs being privy to the arrangements.

Land, although not actually in short supply for farming, is
the focus of a great deal of litigation. These disputes result from
the very complex and often not carefully applied rules of tenure and
inheritence. There are at least two kinds of rights to the land. They
can be termed primary and secondary access rights. Primary rights are
those based on claims of original occupancy of the land. Secondary
access rights are those which have been secured from the original
claiments to the land and may be acquired by taking unchallenged pos-
session of unused lands or through the permission of the original
claimant.

To understand how land right disputes arise it is necessary
to know something of how the land is distributed and used. Each
Kapsiki compound is surrounded by small garden plots. These fields are
fertilized by refuse from the compound and can be cultivated every year.
Most of the cultivation, however, is done in fields located in the bush
which may be over two kilometers from the compound. These fields were
originaly cleared and claimed when the risk of attack from other vil-
lagers or from Fulbe raiders was high and so the closest and most de-
sirable fields tend to be those of the oldest inhabitants. The land

is cultivated for from three to five years and then is left fallow for
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several years. This, of course, means that a man who had claimed one
field, in a few years had to find another probably at some distance from
the first. Thus he would be left in time with claims to a number of
disconnected bits of land. Upon his death these already discontiguous
bits of property, some of which already had secondary claims against
them, would be divided among his heirs.

After this process has been repeated for several generations
and with each generation making its own claims to new land, the situa-
tion becomes involved. Boundaries are not always clearly marked and
often no witnesses can be found to past transactions. This situation
is fertile ground for disputes over conflicting claims to land use
rights.

Finally, the political authorities, as might be expected
among a people with a reputation for violence, are often called upon
to deal with accusations that physical injury has been inflicted by
someone on the person of another. Such injury may be the result of
sorcery, poison or physical violence. Motivations for causing physical
harm include jealousy, hope of inheriting a relative's belongings or
wives, revenge (especially where sorcery is suspected), simple lack of
judgement (particulary at beer drinks) and arguments over women.

Both death and sickness caused by sorcery and by poison are
common occurences. Often the perpetrator of the act is known and in
many cases his action is considered justified and not criminal. There-
fore, in judging cases of personal injury or death the question to be
settled are not simply those of innocence or guilt but also the de-
termination of measures to be taken to heal the breach in relation-
ships evidenced by the action. This may include compensation to the
injured person or his lineage and under certain circumstances a sac-

rifice.

l.4.2 Structures and Processes.

The formal machinery which exists to settle disputes includes
the hierarchy of chiefs, already mentioned. These are the ward chiefs,
the village chiefs, the chief of the canton and then on the department
level the prefect and the sous-prefect. Also at the department level

there is a judge and a tribunal but their function, as far as it
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concerns the Kapsiki, is to hear caces of murder or theft with the gov-

" ernment acting as plaintif. FEach of the chiefs in the system is as-
sisted by his own group of councilors who help by supplying information,
offering opinions and reminding the company of precedents and traditions.

Any complainant can appeal a decision to a higher official or
go directly to the village or canton chief. For the most part the pa-
gans, especially the women, are reluctant to go beyond the level of the
village chief. The reasons being, first, it is expensive and also,
"they judge badly," meaning either the judgement is unfair or that it
is not based on traditional principles.

Hearings are ordinarily conducted at the entry to the chief's
house and to the outside investigator have an air of disconcerting in-
formality. The two principles will present their cases with the chief
and elders interupting to give comments and to ask questions. Witnesses
may be summoned and asked to give their accounts. Then the elders make
long speeches, which may have little to do with the case at hand, but
which invariable decry the general depravity of the present and cite
cases from the past. Their main concern in reaching a decision is that
the village not be "spoiled". Generally the chief has the last word,
again, in a long speech the tenor of which describes how well-off the
village 1s under his leadership and how pained he is at the present
turn of events. He reviews the main points of the case and sometimes
renders a formal opinion as to what should be done. More often, how-
ever, in the course of discussion a general consensus will have been
reached and no formal opinion is needed. It is then up to the dispu-
tants to decide whether to carry out the decision or to reject it.

Neither the village chiefs nor the ward chief's have the author-
ity to levy fines or to administer corporal punishment. However, a
woman who fails to fulfill her marital obligations is often severely
beaten, usually by her father or a brother, with the general approval
of the chief and elders. Nevertheless, if a chief enjoys the support
of the village (or ward) as a whole, his decisions are greatly respected
and to flout them is to risk public opprobrium, possible supernatural
sanctions and the treat that the case will go to a higher lcvel.

If the problem is serious, involving flagrant murder or thcl't,

or so notorious as to risk having reprecussions on the canton cr
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department level, the village chief will insist that it be argued be-
fore the chief of the canton. The canton chief may levy fines, incar-
cerate or have the guilty beaten. The last two measures are not
"legal" from the administration's standpoint.

When there is insufficient evidence to arrive at a clear de-
cision the chief may send the disputant to gwempetla (a sacred mountain)
where judgement will be rendered by the resident deity. To get his
opinion each party takes along a rooster. In the presence of a neutral
representative of the chief the two birds are released at the foot of
the mountain. The innocence of one of the individuals is attested by
the crowing of his cock.

Apart from these formal measures a number of other courses are
open for the settlement of disputes. A wronged individual may seek ad-
Jjustment of his grievance through sorcery, poison, direct confrontation
with his antagonist or by seeking to mobilize public opinion. In the
latter connection, for instance, it is not uncommon to hear a woman run
through the village decrying in a loud voice the mistreatment she has
suffered from her husband.

In most cases the settlement of a dispute does not require the
punishment of the guilty but rather the compensation of the innocent.

A possible exception would be death caused by an unknown killer in which
case the killer might find his own life in jeopardy as a result of the
supernatural forces marshalled by the victim's patrilineage. However,
even in the matter of death, if the killer is known and is not a member
of an enemy village he can compensate for his act through payment.

Unless disputes are of such magnitude as to very seriously
threaten the welfare of the village, in settling them no formal placa-
tion of the supernatural powers associated with the destiny of the vil-
lage is ordinarily called for. The deities may be called upon to avenge
a wrong or to reveal the identity of a guilty person. They are not, how-
ever, endowed with the kind of "personality" which suffers af'front in

cases of interpersonal conflict.
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1.5 HE RELATES TO REALITY

1.5.1 Religious Beliefs.

The Kapsiki, as intimated throughout the above discussion of
his interpersonal relationships, is constantly faced with thc prescncc
of forces which he cannot see (usually) nor understand (although for
him this lack of understanding is not particulary mysterious) but which
to a very important degree control his life. It is the nature of his
relationship to these forces which gives his character much of its
flavor, including the "fatalism" so exasperating to westerners.

For the most part individuals are not concerned with being
able to articulate a systemetic description of the supernatural in
categories 1in the language. A number of facts, however, which can
for the sake of convenience, be considered supernatural, are simply'
accepted by him. These include the knowledge, (1) that supernatural
beings, called ¥al4 exist, (2) that certain places and objects (trees,
stones, termite mounds) are dangerous if not treated with care, Prob-
ably because a §§;é is associated with them, (3) that certain practices
will risk unpleasent consequences but (4) that others (sacrifices, for
example) can conteract them or bring desirable results and (5) that
certain people can "do things" others cannot. Furthermore, it is as-
sumed that (6) individuals have an existence apart from the physical
and that (7) they have a continuing interest in the welfare of their
descendents after death.

Although these seven elements do not constitute an exhaustive
inventory of Kapsiki religious beliefs, some understanding of them will
shed light on the considerations which shape much of the individual's
view of reality.

The term ¥alé, which has been translated "God" by the Chris-
tians, has a number of referents. It may be qualified and used to
mean the "all powerful God." It may be used in a very general sense
as simply "god" to whom prayers are addressed in public gatherings.

It may refer to the guardian deity of a village or clan residing in
& sacred hill. It is also believed that each individual has a ¥alé
which determines the bent of his fortunes.

The term may also be used with reference to any of the mys-
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terious beings encountered from time to time in certain places.

These encounters take the form of unusual or inexplicable thingc hip-
pening. For example, losing or finding money as one steps over a
stone in the path, falling sick or seeing an apparition under a cspe-
cific tree or, more dramatically, being possessed. (Possession by a
"spirit" or "devil" is a common occurance among the Kapsiki. Its
causes, symptoms and treatment, although beyond the scope of this
paper, would be worth investigating.) These encounters have the ef-
fect of "sanctifying" the location of a nearby object. A sacred tree
or grove, for example, will not be cut for wood, a stone along the
path will be rubbed and insignificant gifts will be left around it.
Terminte mounds are also considered sacred in some sense and sacri-
fices of beer and grain offered on them are particularly efficacious
for infertile women.

Furthermore, all villages, and usually clans, have sacred
mountains sanctified by historical events. These mountains serve as
the locale for periodic sacrifices.

The primary negative sanction imposed for desecration of a
sacred object or locality and for breaking taboos in general is im-
potence for men and infertility for women. Apart from the matter of
sacrilege, taboos generally operate in the areas of food consumption
and sexual intercourse.

Sacrilege includes cutting sacred trees, removing sacred ob-
Jects from the village, allowing strangers to view village secrets
and intruding on the sacrifices of others. Forbidden foods are rep-
tiles, certain birds and monkeys for everyone except the blacksmiths,
and certain objects which can adversly affect the fertility of adults,
such as animal testicles which are forbidden as food to women. Among
controls imposed on sexual intercourse are the interdiction of inces-
tuous relationships and a prohibition against women submitting in
open fields or during menstruation. It is also forbidden for a per-
son who has recently indulged in sexual intercoursc to aid in thresh-
ing millet or to accompany a hunt.

Although breaking a taboo can have serious adversc cffects on
individuals and even on the village, the breach can usually be healed

with an appropriate sacrifice. Sacrifices are of several kinds and
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can be offered by individuals, families, clans and villages.

Individuals make sacrifices of beer, millet and animals in
efforts to get pregnant, to restore potency, to ensurc pood harvesls,
and at all life crisis ceremonies. Family offerings arec callecd for
before making major decisions, when dedicating a new compound or re-
dedicating one after a prolonged absence and simply to ensure the
continued favor of providence on its activities. Village and lineage
sacrifices are performed at the semi-annual ceremonies discussed
above, at the death of a lineage member and when serious misfortune
seems to be plaguing the village.

In determining the occasion and nature of a sacrifice, in-
dividuals with powers of divination are consulted. All smiths possess
this power to some degree but not all diviners are smiths. The com-
monest divining device is the crab. A crab is released in a pot of
wet sand in which have been arranged a number of carved objects,
pleces of calabash and sticks. Each object represents something
found in the speakers real world. The crab is implored to speak and
is left alone for a few minutes. The way in which he rearranges the
objects in the sand are then examined by the diviner who, in return
for a gift, will interpret the message for the seeker. Diviners are
consulted for every major decision, for example, when, how and if to
marry, when to plant, how to compensate for a broken taboo, whether
to go on a hunt or to fight, where to build a house and on many other
occasions.

The crab diviner is not the only individual with special
powers. There are other diviners, very few, who are much more power-
ful and can reveal any secret. They are greatly feared and only con-
sulted in cases of very grave emergency. There are healers, ordinarily
the wives of blacksmiths or the smiths themselves who know about med-
icines. In addition there are at least two kinds of sorcerers which
are carefully distinguished by the Kapsiki. One class is composcd
mostly, although not exclusively, of women who leave their bodies at
night and eat the hearts of others. Evidently their activitics are
sometimes involuntary and the power is both contagious and inhcritable.

The possessors of this ability are usually known and feared by the
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community and are, if possiblc, avoided as mates. Thc results of c¢n-
sorcellment by these individuals is ucually death and the cevidence cnn
be discovered by an autopsy.

The other type of sorcery is usually practiced by mcn. 'Thesc
are men who have the ability to leave their bodies at night and engagce
others in battle. If they succeed in wounding or killing their op-
ponent he will fall sick or die in real life. These individuals, un-
like those of the first type, are not considered dangerous to the vil-
lage since one only does battle with members of an enemy village.
Both types of sorcerer can be held legally responsible for their ac-
tions, the first being subject to payment of appropriate compensations
and the second being in danger of revenge. In addition to these more
explicit powers, sorcerers are believed to be the cause of most other-
wise inexplicable accidents.

Other individuals possessing particular powers, although not
given special names play important roles in tribal life. There are
recognized effective prayers and sacrificers (prophets), pcople with
"medicine" effective in getting others to work for them and others
recognized for their prowess as hunters or warriors. The aid of these
individuals is solicited in cases of specific need.

In addition to the special case of sorcerers who can leave
their bodies to "do things" the Kapsiki recognize that all men have
souls which can exist separate fram the body. Certain individuals
have seen these Einagkwé of the dead in their dwelling place beneath
the ground. Although the continued existence and interest of the an-
cestors is recognized, apart from Xwempetla and possibly a recently
deceased father, no particular attention is accorded them. This con-
trasts sharply with the treatment of ancestors in some of the tribes

surrounding the Kapsiki.

l.5.2 Birth and Death.

The Kapsiki's conception of the supernatural ic most clearly
revealed in the life-crisis rites designed to cctablish and readjuct
his relationships to the world he is experiencing. A tketch of birth
and death practices will serve to illustrate this.

The production of children is the primary task of' women.
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Their development and enculturation is the rationale for many ceremonies
demanding time, energy and expense. It therefore follows that all ncc-
essary precautions will be taken to ensure conception, uncomplicated
delivery and the healthy physical development of children.

A barren woman will seek the advice of a blackcmith. He will
prescribe any of a number of remedies such as sacrifice at termite
mounds, change of residence or sexual intercourse with an uninitiated
boy. Confirmation of conception is an occasion of great joy for the
parents but no unusual change in the daily routine is followed during
pregnancy. The prospective mother continues her usual arduous chores
with a consequent high incidence of miscarriage.

At birth the new mother is attended by her mother (the first
time she visits her son-in-law's compound) and by an old woman of the
father's lineage. When the child is born a chicken is sacrificed, its
sex corresponding to that of the child, and its blood smeared on the
wall of the compound. The baby's cord is cut with a stalk of millet,
he is made immediately to drink water from a special container and red
mud is smeared onhis umbilicus. This latter practice is a frequent
source of fatal tetanus, the single most frequent cause of death among
the newborn.

During the first month the child is not referred to by name
but as mimf "blood". During this period both the mother and child re-
main in seclusion. At the end of the month a coming-out ceremony is
held in which the old women of the village participate in rites de-
signed to ensure the infant's health and in which the child is present-
ed to his father and paternal grandfather.

For the first year the baby's head remains unshaven and he
is supplied with such amulets as the smith, upon consultation with his
crab, may suggest. When the year is up the maternal grandfather sac-
rifices a goat and at a great feast bestows a number of gifts on his
daughter thereby symbolically relinquishing his claims to her.

The sacrifices, feasts, symbolic exchanges and other element:
of the birth rites are designed both to ensure the health of' the child
and to guarantee his integration into the society.

If a child should die before puberty the occasion provokes

intense sorrow on the part of the family and if sorcery is suspectcd
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or if there is a series of such deaths, some measures may be called
for to heal the sickness in the community. Sorrow for a child, how-
ever, is short lived, the body is buried the day of death in the com-
pound and no community action is required.

When death, which is represented in the folklore as a one-
eyed, one-armed, one-legged man, overtakes an adult it is a serious
matter for the entire village. All farm activities cease and a fes-
tival of at least three days ensues.

As soon as a person dies the blacksmiths are called. They,
along with relatives of the deceased, wash the corpse which is then
placed on a raised platform and guarded the first night. The next
day relatives, bringing beer for the smiths, gather with the rest of
the villagers at the compound and dance while the smiths dress the
body. The clothing consists of a deep purple shroud and yards of
brightly colored cloth loaned by the dead person's lineage. When
dressed the corpse is lifted to the shoulders of one of the smiths and
it is carried to a dancing place where the entire village gathers to
dance with it for about three days. Both extemporaneous and tradition-
al songs are chanted--often addressed to the corpse-during the dancc
which is accompanied by the drums and flutes of the smiths.

On the day of the burial, using a pointed stick, the maternal
nephews of the deceased dig a grave having a small opening and a large
chamber beneath the ground. That morning the dead person's family pro-
vides a goat which is killed, its flesh (except for one leg) given to
the smiths and the skin used to dress the corpse. In the evening the
smith, followed by the family of the dead person, carries the corpse
to the grave. After removing all the clothing except the skin and the
shroud (from which he cuts a piece with which to make clothes for him-
self) he smears the head with red earth and oil and puts the body in
the grave. Then he goes in after it and arranges it, facing thc cast.

If a diseased organ or sorcery is the suspected cauce of
death an autopsy is performed and the diseased organ buried scparatcly.

The following day close relatives, both affines and consan-
guines, shave their heads, cook the leg of the goat killed the day befor

and eat a meal over the grave. Then they gather stones and dirt to lorm
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a mound over it. The chief blacksmith must be present at the entire
ceremony .

A month after burial, beer, (called te ncimu "beer for raising
the soul") is prepared and in a ceremony attended by the chief smith
and children of the deceased man poured on the grave. Again after
about six months another graveside ceremony is held. At this time all
claims against the estate of the deceased must be presented and certain
objects symbolizing his status while alive are placed on the grave.
Finally another ceremony is performed at the end of a year and from

then on no more attention is accorded that individual.

1l.5.3 The Smith.

Throughout the above discussion repeated allusions have been
made to the unique role of the blacksmith in the social organization.
His position is largely due to his particular religious function.

Many of the activities which involve the supernatural revolve around
a blacksmith.

Although isolated from the rest of society by a veritable
thicket of interdictions and suspicions he is nevertheless an important
adjunct tothe most intimate activities of every individual. He is
feared for his power, respected for his knowledge, despised for his
flaunting of taboos and needed for his influence on and insight into
the supernatural. His presence, although a source of discomfort, is
expected at every important village function, though he is never given
a place of honor.

Taken for granted when village fortunes prosper, he serves as
a convenient scapegoat when things go awry. He enjoys some of the aura
and prestige at one time associated with clergy and physicians in our
culture but has to suffer the stigma attached to a consort of death.

1,6 HE MAKES A LIVING.

1 06 ole An.nua.l‘CXCle .

Next to questions of fertility and health the Kapsiki's con-
cern with properly relating to the supernatural is best revealed in

the area of crop production, that is, the fertility of the land and
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the control of the climate. Given the importance of an adequate harvest
this is not surprising.

The Kapsiki are basically subsistance agriculturalists, prac-
ticing a system of shifting cultivation. They reap one crop of millet,
their staple food, each year and since their tradition of using hill-
sides coupled with their method of hoe cultivation precludes the plant-
ing of large fields they must realize a good return on their sced. When
millet is in short supply they reluctantly substitute cwecet potatoes,
corn or manioc. In addition to the millet which is ground into flour
and prepared as mush, their diet is supplemented by several kinds of
vegetables (follere, peanuts, ground and pod-beans, okra), a few wild
fruits (tamarind, berries) and some meat. &ince meat is in short supply
and consists mainly of chicken, rarely goat, mutton or beef, an occa-
sional mouse and from time to time some game, their diet is generally
lacking in protein.

In addition to the food crops most men and women raise some
peanuts for a cash crop. The peanuts are bought at a set price by a
government controlled company and the proceeds are used to pay the head
tax and to buy cloth.

The climatic conditions, described above, are rather predic-
table and as a result the annual cycle of activities is fairly constant.
The first heavy rains in May, which are often accompanied by ferocious
storms, are the signal to plant millet. This is done on fields that
have been burned, cleared and hoed during the last part of the dry sea-
son. The millet is supposed to be hoed twice during the course of the
rainy season.

As soon as the millet is in, the wetter fields are prepared
for sweet potatoes and manioc. These crops are planted in June and in
July peanuts and beans. Each of these is usually hoed once before they
are harvested.

The big red guinea corn is mature by September and its harvest
is the signal to prepare for the big fall festival. During thc harvest
of the main millet crop in October the feast is hcld and soon after it
the main sacrifice is made on the mountain. In November the peanutc urc
dug and as soon as they can be shelled are ordinarily marketed to meet

the December deadline on taxes.



Y

terp
2350 g
“elis g

ieirg, 1

() o
o 4
o ol
h ‘o
5 a

A
L
=)
*
J
1
<y
u.(:a

N EOL

s

'ul‘f:\
o
S
Sy
N



32

In September and October long grass ic cul and any sparce Lime
is devoted to making mats and thatch from it. “The last l'ew weeks ot
the rainy season is also the best time to build new houses since water
is plentiful and the rains tend to be lighter. In addition to planting,
hoeing, harvesting and threshing the crops, provision must be made for
their storage. This involves building and repairing granaries, errect-
ing temporary drying facilities and making new tools. Therefore, the
months from April to November are extremely busy.

December to February are cold and dry while March and April
are extremely hot. The first three of these months comprise the slack
season and is the time for hunting, gathering wood, holding beer drinks
and, for the young people, indulging in evening dances. In April the
fields are again cleared, the initiation festival is held and the

spring sacrifice is offered.

1.6.2 Division of Labor.

Everyone, including children, chiefs and smiths, works in the
fields during each stage of crop production. Apart from this, there is
a sharp division of labor between the sexes and to a lesser extent be-
tween the uninitiated boys and men.

Women take care of the domestic chores such as cooking grind-
ing, gathering wood, carrying water, brewing beer and at the same time
care for their children. Furthermore, after harvest it is their duty
to pound and winnow the millet. Single men will, if they have no alter-
native, prepare food and carry water but they never do the threshing.

In addition to their labor in the fields, men build the houses,
weave mats, thatch and rope, do the hunting and compulsary public work
on the roads. As children, girls stay with their mothers and learn by
doing. They are provided with little water pots, hoes and even small
grinding platforms. The boys have much more freedom unless their
family happens to have livestock and in this case they are given the
Job of guarding them and in the rainy season when goats and sheep muct
be locked up, of cutting fodder.

Both men and women take care of their own personal propertye.
They sew and wash their own clothes, repair their tools and utensils,

and both raise cash crops guarding the money for their own personal use.
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If remunerative employment such as the opportunity to serve as a domes-
tic, to get a sewing machine or to work as a temporary laborer for the

government, becomes available it is the men who profit.

l.7 HE ADJUSTS TO THE MODERN WORLD.

1.7.1 National Identity.

In our discussion of the Kapsiki people, attention has fo-
cused on the tribe and the village as the primary units of concern to
the individual. However, they are also part of the Federal Republic
of Cameroun and no effort has been spared on the part of the govern-
ment to create an awareness of national identity. Indeed, the average
Kapsiki 1s aware of the administration's presence but often as a
bothersome thing rather than a source of pride. This presence takes
the form of taxes, compulsory public labor, harangues against using
millet for beer and burdensome regulations (such as the requirement
that clothing be worn or that identification cards be carried).

For the older generation insult is added to injury by the
only known government representatives being Fulbe. There are few ap-
parent positive advantages to be gained from the government's presence.
The services expected of the administration such as schools, medical
facilities, justice and economic betterment, are often lacking, inad-
equate or exist for the benefit of someone else.

With the young, however, the efforts of the government, es-
pecially through the youth arm of the ruling political party, are reap-
ing some dividends. There is a growing sense that one is a Camerounian,
and some dawning suspicion that this might be morc significant than the
fact of being a Kapsiki. This is still only true of a minority, and in
many cases even these individuals have little real sense of belonging

to a country.

1 «] s2e¢ Schooling.

Attitudes toward formal schooling are reflected in the small
success the government has had in its effort to instill a sense of
national awareness. A frequent complaint by administrators in the field
of education is that the Kapsiki refuse to send their children to school.
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There are two government schools in the Kapsiki area, one at Mogode and
the other at Rumsiki. In addition, the Catholics operate a school at
Sir. The government schools offer only three years of elementary educa-
tion and the mission school six. To complete the elementary course it
is necessary to go to Mokolo, about twenty-five miles away, in Matakam
country, and the nearest secondary schools are in Garoua and Maroua.

Although schooling is supposedly required of all boys and
strongly urged for girls, no effort is made to enforce these ideals
among the pagans. In fact, with the-facilities available it would be
impossible. This, combined with the natural conservatism of the people
results in a very small part of the children actually getting any for-
mal education, less than a half dozen a year finishing their elementary
education and only very rarely in one going on to secondary school.

This situation carries serious implications for the future of
the tribe and for its present position. In the first place, since the
schools are the only sources of instruction in French, very few of the
people know enough French for it to be a viable means of communication.
This in turn means that a great number of Government services and pro-
grams are effectively closed to them. Furthermore, this precludes the
development of a cadre of trained leaders drawn from the tribe itself,
and since they-- with their already strong tradition of distrusting out-
siders--must be led by others, often this means by Fulbe officials.
This also means that the vivid stereotype of the Kapsiski, as trouble-
some, backward, hard drinking, and dispute-<prone, is reinforced in the
minds of the administrators.

l.7e3. Aspirations and Traditional Values.

Dispite the rather isolated nature of much of Kapsikiland
and the inherent conservatism of many of the people, an awareness of
the outside is developing and this affects the aspirations as well as

chalkenges the validity of traditional values held by individuals.

Among the values evidenced by the general deportment of the
Kapsiki are; (1) a belief in the importance of hard work, in fact they
literally practice the rule, "he who doesn't work won't eat." (2) A

defensive, albeit fierce attachment to tradition--defensive because of
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a collective inferiority complex vis-a-vis the Fulbe and the larger
tribes around them which throws some doubts on the efficacy of tribal
tradition, and fierce because it is the most significant echesive ele-
ment with which to face the threat, (3) An admiration for those pos-
sessing nsexwelé a word which must be translated variously as "trickery,
ability, means, charisma" refering to the qualities that enable a person
to succeed as a hunter, chief, organizer, wife-getter, etc. and, (4) a
strong sense of lineage loyalty which has the effect of directing the
force of the nsexwele to the outside.

The advent and present near ubiquity of transistor radios,
the encouragement of tourism, and the increasing number of immigrants
(government officials and mission personnel) are all causing adjustments
in feelings about these values. Although hard work is a virtue en-
couraged by the government and the missions, it has become obvious that
the rest of the world has more things and that they were not acquired
with a hoe. This partly explains the constant desire of the young to
get away from the fields.

The same elements have reinforced the self doubt concerning
the desirability of following tribal traditions, to the extent that
there is an almost fanatical desire on the part of some to change the
stereotype of the tribe. This concern may be viewed in the efforts to
get people clothed, interdictions on picture taking by tourists, wear-
ing western style clothes and the building aluminum-roofed houses. It
is further expressed in the bitter self-deprecations so often heard in
conversations with the young.

Finally, while the value placed on nsexwele is still in evi-
dence, its possession is used for new purposes. For one thing, the
constraints of lineage loyalty seem to be weakening. It is fashionable
to acquire possessions and stature for oneself, even though this might
be at the expense of a fellow villager or brother. Bicycles, radios,
clothes, European style homes, paying jobs, watches and etc., are the
kinds of things people want. They probably always did want things, but
now they desire them to permit an escape from the group rather than as
a benefit to it.
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l.7.4 Summary.

In summary, it seems accurate to observe that the Kapsiki
fall fairly far to the right on the receptive-to-change/conservative
continuum. They are conservative. Several factors--in addition to a
possible psychological bent--contribute to this. Among them are their
relative geographical isolation and the lack of modern educational
facilities. However, the realities of the present with the influence
of such outside forces as taxes, tourists, missions and radio is forc-
ing change by at the same time necessitating a readjustment of values

traditionally endorsed and by creating new aspirations.
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SECTION TWO

THE LANGUAGE

2.0 INTRODUCTION

The first section was designed as an ethnographic sketch of
the Kapsiki, serving to provide background for the linguistic analysis.
In much the same manner this second section constitutes an outline of
the phonology and the grammar and is included as a backdrop for the
more detailed analysis of the verbal system to follow. Taken together
these two sections should serve to substantiate the conclusions pre-
sented in section three, where some of the relationships between the
Kapsiki language and the socio-cultural organization of the society
are discussed.

Although not designed primarily to explicate a particular
linguistic theory, the analysis presented here proceeds on the assump-
tions concerning the nature and role of language which are basic to a
stratificational model as developed by Lamb, Gleason, et. al.l

In Stratificational theory, as explained by Gleason,

A language can be viewed as an apparatus for the
transduction of information from one form to another. It en-
ables a human user to produce a sequence of vocal sounds in
response to his perception of an event, for example, in such
a way that a second human user may reconstruct from the sounds
a useful approximation to the original perception of the event.
the apparatus is symmetrical, in that the transduction can pro-
ceed in either direction, from experience to sound and from
sound to experience. (Gleason, 1964. 75)

lIt should be understood that the stratificational model is
only the general conceptual framework within which this analysis pro-
ceeds. Since the purpose of this paper is not to present a descrip-
tion of the mechanics of speech production, other models will be used
when they are deemed to more clearly and simply depict the feature
under scrutiny. See for example 2.3.2, where a slot and filler ap-
proach clearly explicates the clause structure and is used in the

analysis.
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So conceived, language can be viewed as standing between
the two entities which it relates--the world of reality as experienced
by the speaker and the continuum of speech sounds. (This relation-
ship is conventionally depicted with experience at the top of the
model, the speech sounds at the bottom and with the language standing
in between.) Historically the relationship of language to experience
has been the concern of semantics and its relationship to speech
sounds the domain of phonetics. Descriptive linguistics has dealt
only with the apparatus in between, that is, the language.

This apparatus, which serves as an encoding and decoding
device, can further be viewed as comprising several strata or levels,
each of which processes information moving up or down from the exter-
nal points of contact, that is, each stratum functions to take the
"units" in the level above it and realize them as those of the level
below, or vice-versa. Focus on one of these strata defines the sub-
ject matter for the sub-disciplines of descriptive linguistics--phon-
ology, morphology, lexology and semology.

In the present study, this section treats in summary form
the phonology and grammar of the language in genera.l.l In the last
section, the verb system is singled out for closer examination both
grammatically and as a set of semological realizations. Attention
is focused on the point of contact between the semology and the world
of reality, an area of particular interest to the linguistic anthro-
pologiste.

It is hoped that by doing this light will be shed on several
theoretical problems. One of these is the nature of the relationship
between language and experience. This relationship is mediated pri-
marily, although not exclusively through the semology.

In describing this relationship, Gleason says:

We may call these regions [the areas of contact] interfaces
because, intimate as the contacts may be, the boundary is not

1 Since Kapsiki exhibits few morphological problems, the
lexology and morphology are telescoped into one stratum, the gram-
maticaly in this presentation. In the few cases where distinguishing
the two strata would enhance the analysis, note is made of this. Thus,
essentially a three strata model is describe here, the strata being,
phonological, grammatical and semological.
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broken. A language maintains its characteristic internal or-
ganization entirely intact right up to the interface. Beyond
it another type of structure, or a real or apparent lack of
structure, takes over. There is no intergradation or mingling.
The boundary is not broken, but is, in these two regions, per-
meable. The membrane in the classical model of the living cell
is an excellent metaphor. (Ibid. 76) (Brackets mine.)

Does this model really represent the nature of the relation-
ship, or does the world of experience in some specifiable way inter-
penetrate language? This may well turn out to be an infertile area
of inquiry, devolving to a simple matter of definition. However, if
the world of experience is perceived as segmented and classed in a
manner reflected by the semological structure of the language, this
raises several other questions.

One theoretical problem which presents itself in this matter
of the relationship between language and reality is, what is the nature
of the effect the two exert on each other? Again Gleason addresses
himself to this question:

While it [language] can be described without external reference,
the whole complex organization seems to be determined (in broad
outlines) by the external phenomena contacted through these in-
terfaces. It is, as it were, adjusted to the environment.
(Ibid. 76) (Brackets mine.)

This position contrasts sharply with the role assigned to
language by the Sapir-Whorf theorists. The analysis presented here
addresses itself in part to this problem.

Finally, at least part of the justification for descriptive
linguistics defining semantics out of its legitimate field of enquiry,
is that the elements of "reality" are not easily or at least not ap-
parently, systemetized. What role does culture--verbal and non-verbal
culture--play in structuring and delimiting the infinite variety of
things existing in a given speaker's universe? Or, to put it another
way, how does culture affect what and how entities or events can be
talked about?
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2.1 PHONOLOGY

2.l.1 Vowels,

2e.l¢1l.1 Vowel Inventory.

There are only five vowel phonemes used in the dialccet of
Kapsiki spoken in Mogode. There are, however, some phones treated as
allophones which may have phonemic status in other dialects of the
language.

The vowel phonemes are:

/i/ high, front, unrounded  [i]

/e/ mid, front, unrounded [e]

/e/ mid, central, unrounded [a]

/a/ 1low, central, unrounded [a]

/u/ back vowel with two allophoness

[u] high, rounded occurs in the cnvironment /w_/.
[€] mid, unrounded, occurs in all other phonological
environments.

The articulation of the vowels is generally fairly close
and, with the exception of the lower back allophone, ordinarily lax.
In addition to the rounding effect /w/ exerts on the back vowel, in
some speech styles, it affects a preceding vowel as well. Thus, the
sequence /-ewu-/ in words like dewuvé "tamarind" when pronounced in
casual conversation, is realized phonetically as [&:] where [0%]
represents a mid, back, slightly rounded long vowel sound. Since
this is a stylistic variation, [0:] is not analyzed as enjoying the

status of an allophone.
2.1.1.2 Length of vowels

For the most part vowel length is not contrastive. However,
there are a few morphemes which contain a long vowel in free variation
with vowel-consonant combinations. Thus /a&/ represents one of the
free variant forms, i.e., allomorphs, of the verbal extcnsion morphemc
{aw&) "go down. (cf., 3.1.2.2 for a discussion of the extension suf'-
fixes.)

In addition there are two question markers, ni4 and wéa as

well as one word borrowed from Fulfulde, xaa, which occur with long
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vowels. These rare occurrences of length are treated as sequences of
phonemes, an analysis further supported by the precence of contrast-

ing pitch levels on some of them.
2.1.1.3 Vowel Distribution.

Vowels normally occur interconsonantally (C_p) or finally
(C_#). With one exception, vowels are found in initial position in
only a few interjections. The exceptions is amé "but" which is prob-
ably borrowed from Hausa or Fulfulde.

Following are some examples of the occurence of vowels in

similar or identical environments:

C_#

xf '"repair" lil "leave"
xé  "they" 14 "metal"
xé  '"shoot" le "with"
x4 "millet" 14 "dig"
xaG "flour" lﬁl "leave"

cc
tlibu  "sack" mbise "suck"

peké  "washed" mbexwé "a little"

tlené  "work" petle "kill" mberefdny "seven"
tlamté "cut" pavé "sold" mbara "kill"
tlGgt  "root" plkw "appear" mburuba  "let us"

2.1l.2 Consonants,

2.1.2.1 Consonant Inventorye.

The following consonant phonemes are uscd in the dialect of
Kapsiki spoken in Mogode.

/p/ Voiceless, bilabial, explosive, stop

/t/ Voiceless, alveolar, explosive, stop

/k/ Voiceless, velar, explosive, stop

/'/ Voiceless, glottal, stop

/o/ Voiced, bilabial, explosive, stop

/d/ Voiced, alveolar, explosive, stop

lThese are dialect variations both used at Mogode.
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/g/ Voiced, velar, cxplosive, stop

/6/ Voiced, bilabial, implosive, stop

/d/ Voiced, alveolar, implosive, stop

/'y/l Voiced, back palatal, implosive stop

/ts/ Voiceless, alveolar, affricate

/e/ Voiceless, alveo-palatal, affricate

/dz/ Voiced, alveolar, affricate

/j/ Voiced, alveo-palatal, affricate

/tl/1 Voiceless, laterally released, alveolar, affricate

/dl/l Voiced, laterally released, alveolar, affricate

/£/ Voiceless, labio-dental, fricative

/s/ Voiceless, alveolar, fricative

/8/ Voiceless, alveo-palatal, fricative

/x/ Voiceless, velar, fricative

/v/ Voiced, labio-dental, fricative

/z/ Voiced, alveolar, fricative

/&/ Voiced, velar, fricative

/r/l Voiced, flapped, alveolar, resonant

/1/ Voiced, lateral, alveolar, resonant

/m/  Voiced, bilabial, nasal

/n/ Voiced, alveolar, nasal

/ny/ Voiced, alveo-palatal, nasal (phonetically [#])

/n/ Voiced, velar, nasal

/w/ Voiced, bilabial, semi-vowel

/y/ Voiced, alveo-palatal, semi-vowel

/8/* Voiced, bilabial flap

There is in addition to the above, a series of labialized
phonemes, homorganic with the velars and the glottal. They are: /kw,
gw, xw, gw, gw and 'w/.

There is also a series of nasalized phonemes, homorganic
with each of the stop and affricate phonemes. Thcy are: /mp, nt, nk,
Dkw, U'W:2 mb, nd, pg, pgw, mb, nd, p'y, nts:l nj, ntl, ndl/.

1 Cfey 241.2.2 for a description of these phonemes.

2The Glottal stop is an exception to this general statement.
A prenasalized, labialized glottal phoneme occurs but no */gp'/.
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2.1.2.2 Description of Consonants,

The following chart, depicting point and manner of articu-
lation of the consonant phonemes, will serve to illustrate the above

listed inventory.

; < . B o =
= 8 3 3 |
3 3 5 SR
vi. | (@pt | ()t (0)k(w) fp)*@)
STOPS vd. | (m)b (n)d (p)g(w)
(m) 6 (n)d (n)'y
AFFRI- V1. (n)ts, (n)tl] (n)c
CATES
‘ vd. (n)daz, (n)dai| (n)J
FRICA- vi. f s b X(W)
TIVES
vd. v z 2 g(w)
RESONANTS (Vd.) r, 1
NASALS (va.) m n ny p(w)
SEMI-
—voyErs  (Vd.) i Y
LABIAL FLAP 2
Figure 2

Consonant Phonemes

LThe symbols enclosed in parentheses indicate that pre-nasalized
and/or labialized phonemes also occur in that slot. For example, there
are four voiceless velar stops, /k/, /pk/, /kw/ and /gkw/. The one ex-
ception is the glottal stop where there are only three phonemes, /'/,
[*w/ and [p'w/.
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The phoneme /ndz/ is often realized with an attenuation of the
plosive quality, phonetically [nz]. However, in the absence of any
contrast between */nz/ and /ndz/ and by analogy with the behavior of
the other affricates and fricatives, only one phoneme is postulated,
and that the fricative /ndz/.

The phonetic constitution of the phonemes /n'w, 'w, p'y and
'y/ is not entirely clear. An alternative analysis to that presented
in the above chart would consider /'w/ and /'y/ as glottalized semi-
vowels and [e'w, gw, p'y and ny/ as prenazalized semi-vowels. However,
this would introduce an unnecessary element of asymmetry into the an-
alysise. Furthermore, there is some support for the first analysis,
which considers /'y/ as a stop, from other dialects of Kapsiki, wherc
a phoneme /¢¥ is used in place of the /'y/ used in Mogode.

The voiced, implosive stops /6, mb, d, nd/ are articulated by
releasing a partial closure at the back of the oral cavity, causing an
inrush of air. They are similar phonetically to the co-articulated
stops common to Niger-Congo languages, (cf. /gb/ of Igbo) and even
more closely related to the /6/ and /d/ of Hausa and Fulfulde. It has
already been noted that some dialects of Kapsiki evidence an imploded
velar stop as well in place of the palatal of Kapsiki.

The digraphs /t1/ and /dl/ represent laterally released af-
fricates. These are occasionally heard as inter-dental, lateral fric-
atives [thl] and [dl] and are often represented in orthographies of
related languages, for example Matakam, as /sl/ and /z1/. In Kapsiki,
at least in the Mogode dialect, the use of fricatives instecad ol al'-
fricates, appears to be a matter of style or idiolect. Thercforc if’
[thl] and [dl] are to be considered allophones of /t1/ and /dl/, thcy
are used in free variation.

The phoneme /r/ is ordinarily realized as a tip, alvcolar flap
[¥]. However, when serving as a syllabic consonant () it ic sometimes
lengthened resulting in a trill.

The labial flap /9/ occurs in only a few words which are almost
exclusively ideophones. However, their use is common enough to demand
its inclusion as a phoneme. It is formed by placing the lower lip be-

hind the upper lip which in turn is curled around the upper teeth. The
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lower 1lip is then released accompanied by vibration of the vocal chord:.

For example:

eég "noise of a cork being pulled out."
keRawt "It is finished." (A verb used in the formula

for ending a fable.)

2ele2e3 Palatalization.

The most common consonant allophones result from the palataliz-
/e/ has a

general palatalizing influence while /i/ affects a more restricted group

ing effect of the front vowels (Vf) on preceding consonants.

of consonants.

A1l consonants, except the labialized velars, the semi-vowels,
glottal stop and /r/ are palatalized when preceding an /e/. Since there
are palatal fricative and affricate phonemes this means there are re-
strictions on the distribution of /e¢/. That is, it never occurs in the
environment /C&/, where /C%/ stand for any alveolar fricative or af-
fricate.
change the status of palatalized allophones to phonemes.
viya

ever, the paucity of such cases and the lack of clear contrasts argues

There are several other cases in which further analysis might
For example,
"rainy season" is normally realized phonetically as [vyal. How-
against analyzing such sequences as CYV (where CY stands for a palatal-
ized phoneme) rather than CVCV, as is done in this treatment.

/e/ has the affect of pulling back and raising preceding front
consonants (alveolars and labials) and of pulling forward and raising

the velarse.

Jt€é/ "red beer" is phonetically [tYE]
[kwetén/ "one" is phonetically [kwatYén]
/né/ "itself" is phonetically [nYel
[1e/ "metal" is phonetically [1ne]

The phonemes /x, € and l/ exhibit allophones when followed by
/i/« [x/ and [g/ are fronted, raised and produced with a very notable

reduction of friction while /1/ is raised,
Thus:
/xt/
[ei/

above.

"fix"

married"

is phonetically

is phonetically

as in the environment /;e/

[x1]

"child born to a woman who is not properly

[éi]
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/11/ "leave" is phonetically [1nd]
2.1.2.4. Distribution and Restrictions.

Normally consonants only occur in the environments /# V/ or
/V_V/. However, in a few cases they are found finally (/V_#/) or in
clusters (CC).
Sal [! t/

The voiceless stops, the nasals and /f/ occasionally are used
in word final position. This usage is restricted to ideophones and to
the numerals where they are used in free variation with other morphemes.

Thus:

krép "all" (ideophone)

fét "all" (ideophone)

rip "plop" (ideophone)

kwetégy  "one" alternates freely with kweténé
wufg' "four" alternates freely with wufadé
mcéf "five" alternates freely with mcéfé
mep "ten" alternates freely with mepé

(b) Consonant Clusters
Consonant clusters are of two kinds. @(C (where ¢ stands for a

syllabic consonant) and CC (where one C is a fricative, nasal or /r/
and the other is a stop.)

The consonant sub-class ( consists of /r/ and /C®/. For ex-

ample:
hed "Friend" hté "death
mcéf "five" izl "honey"
hst "eyes" f£dx "earth"

Examples of CC include the following. (It should be noted
that several of these words have morpheme alternates, realized in very
slow speech, in which an unstressed vowel fe/ is articulated betwecn

the two consonants of the CC.

tré "moon" brémé "erass" (type)
gurdu "pig" sAsurgwé "star"

maxkén "three" pstida "coals"

o)k "baboon" Xkwu "market"
leXkwené "ant"
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menté from {mené} plus (-te}, menetél "worked"

gezté from  {geze} plus (-Lc}, nezctél "workoed"

(c) Dropping of initial /w/

Occasionally at Mogode, and apparently regularly in other
dialects, the /w/ in the environment /# u/ is not actually articulated.
For example, wufd "four" is sometimes heard as uf4'. Charles Kraft
has found the following forms at Kamale, [uvye] "faces Jwuve/ at
Mogode, [uni] "heart" /wunﬁ/ at Mogode. There is no way of knowing if
the forms used at Kamale would be phonemically the same as those at
Mogode. (Charles Kraft, personal correspondence, 8/29/68).

2e.le3 Morphophonemics.

Affixation and the use of a demonstrative qualifier result in

several changes in the vowels of nouns, verb roots or prefixes.
2.1.3.1 a||_Cuj/e/

When an affix is used the vowel ||al| is represented by /e/ with
the Juxtaposition of a syllable containing /u/. For example:

{xa-)} (verb prefix) plus i} "grind" becomes /kwxﬁ/2 "is grind-
ing." (t1l4) "cut" plus the suffix {-gu} becomes /tlégu/l "cut and
take away."

2.1:3.2 The near and far demonstratives.

Before the demonstratives nya "this", nyaga "that", nyi
"these" and nyigi "those", the following changes take placc in the
final vowels of nominals:

"e, e” are represented by /i/

1These forms represent the orthography used in this thesis.

2In the orthography used in this thesis the morphophonemic
changes are not reflected. However, this discussion describes the re-
alization rules so no ambiguity need be encountered. Thus, /kexti/ is
Written as kaxti and /cinya/ is written as cg nya.
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||l in the environment /Cv_/2 is represented by /i/
i, all and |u| /elseswhere/ remain unchanged.

For example:

{ce) "house" plus {nya} "this" becomes /cinya./l "this house"
{(dzeve} "hand" plus {nyi} "these" becomes /dzevinya/l} "these hands"
{tlu) "name" plus (nya)} "this"becomes /tlinya/l "this name"

{xu} "flour" plus {nya) "this" remains /xunya/ "this flour"
{(8al4} "god" plus {nya} "this" remains /%alénya/ "this god"

2.1.3.3 Suffixes with initial /a/.

There are a number of constructions in Kapsiki in which a word
final vowel may be juxtaposed to an /a/. These constructions include;
noun phrases (NP) consisting of a nominal plus a%€ "the thing referred
to" (cf. 2.2.3.4), NP's consisting of a nominal head plus another nom-
inal related to it by the masculine genitival particle (cf,,2.2.l.lb)
and the several verb stems consisting of a verb root plus an extension
suffix containing an initial /a/ (cf. 3.1.2.1, 3.1.2.2).

The morphophonemic changes resulting from these constructions
may be summarized as follows:

@) a|v¥_i/ya/

(2) veal_ _li/a/

(3) walcV_||/uwa/

(&) wuallelsewhere|/u/

(1) Rule one indicates that |a| coming immediatcly af'ter a front
vowel is articulated [fya/.

For Example:

{fice} "friend" plus {a¥€} becomes /mceyaEé/l "that friend"

{81} "grand parents" plus {aX€} becomes [iya¥é/ "those grand-
paxents"

{ce} "house" plus {pké) "his" takes the genitive particle {a},
lce a pkd| and becomes /ceyapké/ "his house"

(2) Rule two indicates that the sequence, central vowel plus

le.,footnote 1 on page 47 (section 2.1.3.1).

2 QZ stands for any velar consonant. The notation is read as,
ﬁl/ in this, phonemic environment, that is, preceded by any velar con-
Sonant becomes /i/.
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/a/ is represented phonemically by a single vowel /a/. That is, the
final vowel of the preceding word is assimilated to /a/. For example:
{za} "man" plus (pké} "her" takes the genitive particle (a]},

|za a pké|| and becomes /zapkt/ "her husband".
{k4pka} "chicken" plus {a¥é)} becomes /kapka¥é/ "that chicken"
{kelepé)} "fish" plus {a%€) becomes /kelepa¥é/ "that fish"
{s¢) '"come" plus {-awa) becomes /s4wa/ "come down"

(3) Rule three indicates that the sequence /u/ plus /a/, when
the /u/ is preceded by a velar consonant, is articulated as /uwa/. For
example:

{gu} "head" plus {pké)} "his" takes the genitive particle {a}

0

leu a pké| and becomes /guwapké/ "his head"

{xu} "flour" plus {a%) becomes /xuwa%é/ "that flour"

(%) Rule four indicates that the sequence /u/ plus /a/, when
)

the /u/ is not preceded by a velar consonant, it articulated as /u/.
For example:

{tlu) "name" plus (d4)} "my" takes the genitive particle {a}
ltlu a d4| becomes /tluds/

{wus@) "thing" plus {a%é} becomes /wusu¥é/ '"that thing"

2.14 Tone and Stress.

Tone in Kapsiki presents some very intriguing analytical pro-
blems. Not all have been adequately solved in this thesis .t This dis-
cussion outlines some of these major problems and describes the basis
for the notational conventions used herein.

Tone does not play as significant a role in Kapsiki as in
many African languages. It is lexical and not grammatical and thcre
are, moreover, only a handful of words which are distinguished by
pitch differénces alone. There are at least two possible hypotheses
which can account for the relative insignificance of tone in Kapsiki.

The Chadic languages are a branch of the Afro-Asiatic family.
(Cf. Greenberg, 1963, pp. 45-48.) Most of the branches of this family

are not composed of tone languages. Chadic presumably acquired its

———————

1T am in the process of preparing a detailed analysis of
Kapsiki tone which, it is hoped, will appear in print shortly.
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tonal qualities in the relatively recent past as compared with other
African language families. This could account for the low functional
load carried by tone in Kapsiki.

On the other hand, the tonal behavior of the language, could be
interpreted as providing evidence that in fact, Kapsiki is a tone
language in the process of changing to a stress-intonation type lan-
guage. This type of change is not unprecedented. No attempt is made
to answer these questions in this thesis. The tone and stress pheno-

mena are treated as follows.
2.l.4.1 Basic Tone

There are only two contrasting pitch levels or tonemes, rela-
tive high (H) and low (L). High is marked with an acute accent over
the vowel of the syllable carrying the tone and low is left unmarked
(except in a few cases where syllabic consonants are marked to dis-
tinguish them from consonant clusters or digraphs.) The pitch pattern
of roots, articulated in isolation is termed basic tone. A few of

the limited number of words distinguished by tone alone are listed

below.
x€ "they" XE€ "night
z4 "surpass" za, "man, husband"
m4 "hunger" ma, "mother"
kaxé "grinding" kaxe  "shooting"
vidi "full" vidi "night"
tléné "work" tlené "tooth"
xw@lt '"cactus" xwulld "sweat"
méxd  "old" mexa  "burn"

A check of two lists of isolated words totaling 283 items, of
which 183 were nouns and 83 verb roots, indicates that about 63 per
cent are disyllabic, 23 per cent are monosyllabic, 12 per cent are
txrisyllabic and only four words contained four or more syllables.

(In actual usages, of course, the percentage oflonger words increases
since verbs are rarely used without affixes.)

The tone patterns for the above sample were as follows: Nearly
one half of the disyllabic words exhibit the pattern LH, only one out
of eight has HL, one quarter has HH and the other one-eighth LL. Of
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the other polysyllabic words or stems, four-fifths had high tone on
the last syllable. The monosyllables were about evenly split between
low and high with nouns tending to be low and the verbs high. There-
fore, two out of four of these words, elicited in isolation, exhibit
final high tone, a fact of some significance in understanding tonal

behavior.
2.1.4.2 Tone Changes.

In constructions the basic tone patterns are often altered.
The changes are of two types--that induced through affixation and that
resulting from phrase or clause formation.

(a) Tone and affixation.

Some affixes exhibit the same tone pattern with all roots.
Other change according to the basic tone of the root. On the other
hand, the process of affixation may result in changes in the tone
patterns of the root. The patterns resulting from affixation are
termed secondary tone patterns.

The tone changes occasioned in affixation are illustrated in
the examples included throughout the grammatical sketch. Apart from
the changes discussed in (b) below, the verbal prefixes (ké-, ka-, te-
and kwh-) retain their basic tone and do not affect the tone of the
root. Verb suffixes are either (1) always high or (2) contrastive,
that is, low with high roots and high with low roots. The high suf-
fixes are marked with an acute accent when cited in isolation and the
changing are unmarked. (Cf., 3.1.2.1, 3.1.2.2).

Monosyllabic roots and polysyllabic roots with the basic tone

patterns HH or LL retain their basic tone when suffixed.t Polysyllabic
roots with basic tone patterns HL become HH with the addition of a
suffix. And those with basic patterns LH become LL.

The following examples illustrate these changes:

mené "do" plus -mté becomes menemté
kélé '"take" plus -te becomes kéléte
mexa "burn" plus -te becomes mexaté

10nly the tone of the last syllable is changed by suffixation.
Therefore, polysyllabic words of over two syllables need not be repre-
sented here.
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(b) Changes in grammatical constructions.

Basic and secondary tone patterns are heard in short utter-
ances. However, in longer constructions (of several clauses) basic
and secondary tone distinctions tend to disappear. They are replac-
ed by a phrase level phenomena. This is realized as a raising of
pitch and an increase in intensity on the ultima or penult of the in-
tonation phrase and can be termed primary stress.

If the phrase ends in (1) a syllable with basic high tone, (2)
a syllable with changing tone (some prepositions, for example) or (3)
a phrase terminator expletive (cf., 2.2.5.3), this will carry the pri-
mary stress. If the final syllable has a non-changing low basic tone
(nde "he, she, it", for example) the primary stress will be realized
on the syllable preceding it, that is the phrase penult.

Although tone distinctions, as indicated, tend to be obliter-
ated in constructions of any length, if the intonational phrase is
long (over 5 or 6 syllables) a non-final syllable having basic high
tone may be articulated at a higher pitch level than the rest of the
utterance. This can be termed secondary stress.

In summary, relative pitch must be considered at three levels.
On roots as a phonemic phenomenon, on stems, that is, on roots with
their affixes, and in combination with intensity, on grammatical con-
structions. The following examples illustrate some of these features.

Key: Dashes indicate basic tone patterns or secondary tone
patterns., >
Superscripts (72 ©) mark primary and secondary stress.
Horizontal, upward-curving lines indicate intonational
contours or pitch levels in constructions.
Glosses under the Kapsiki transcriptions are literal.
Glosses in quotes are idiomatic.

male [- ] "Woman"
woman
male ta gkel [- - =] "His wife."

woman of him

lNouns serving as heads of genitival noun phrases behave
tonally as suffixed roots. That is, the LH basic tone pattern be-
comes LLe.






tives.

T

'a male kese [ -

did woman come

"The woman came."

'a male ta pke kese [ - - - ] "His wife came."

did woman of him come

male kadziyi g€ a nei [- - - - - "] "The woman is
woman <ing go house of them

"The woman is going to their house."

naxe dugwu kenefe pa nta xu kwa [~ " - -
finish pot boil then give flour in
"When the pot boiled she put flour in (it)."

The following illustrate the use of phrase terminator exple-

They are underlined.

pa mbeli xkake wu [ - " -7 7] "Then someone called
then people called (her)."
nda se 'ya ni kanege da nde [- =~ - - - -]
when come I -ing wait I he

"When I came he was waiting for me."



5k

242 WORD CLASSES

2+2.0 Introduction.

This and the following section on construction classes are

concerned with the identification of and distribution of morphemes.

For the most part it deals with grammar. However, the relationship

between these morphological constructions and the underlying semo-

logical structures of which they are realizations will be discussed

in a later section.
Words are defined, albeit imprecisely, sufficiently for the

purposes of this discussion as any utterance which can occur in iso-

lation, i.e., in the environment /# #/. Thus words may be roots--

simple and reduplicated--or roots with affixes. Since there are very

few derivational affixes and even fewer inflectional affixes, most

words are simple roots consisting of one morpheme. The following

classification is an attempt to indicate basic or native categories

reflected by the kinds of elements which can be chosen to fill vari-

ous slots in grammatical constructions. Thus, the criteria for this

classification are the use of words in longer constructions, i.e.,

Phrases, clauses, sentences and discourses.

in very general terms five major classes of words can be de-

fined, nominals, verbs, qualifiers, relators and expletives. In

terms of function, nominals normally serve as the realizations of
agents, recipients or beneficiaries of action events in the semology,
Or in descriptive clauses which have no verb, as foci of the descrip-
tion, that is, as realizations of non-action event sememes. Quali-
fiers serve to specify or otherwise modify the nature of an action

°r to indicate the qualities of a noun referent. Verbs are used to

realize action sememes and in a limited number of cases to depict
states of existence. Relators are of many different kinds and oper-
ate at geveral levels. They serve to connect elements of grammatical
constructions either to each other or to non-linguistic entities in
Some manner. Expletives constitute a special phenomenon in that they
do not pattern in larger constructions like other words. Expletives
st be distinguished from ideophones (although ideophones may be ex-
p:I‘Eti"'e:s) in that many of the common and regularly used qualifiers
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are ideophones.

The above is a functional sketch of the words used in Kapsiki.
Following is a more detailed sub-classification of each major category
based on formal criteria. The discussion of each category includes(l)

a description and (2) a sketch of the distribution of the words.

2e¢2el Nominals,

There are two main types of nominals, nouns (n) and pronouns
(pr)e Although pronouns serve as noun substitutes and thus fill the
same grammatical slots they differ from nouns in exhibiting formal case

distinctions.
22 ol «1 Nouns

ae Number
Number is usually not indicated by a change in noun morphology.
If number is to be indicated in nouns it may be done: (1) by the usec of
a numeral, (2) by the presence of a plural demonstrative, (3) with a
plural qualifier, or (4) in rare cases, by the use of ye which is
placed directly before the noune.
Examples: (Numbering of examples refers to numbers direcly above.)

(1) dziyf pa vare c& maxkéné Go past three houses. (WS268)
go you past house three

ge mcé€f te pkwa a%é Five houses are there. (PO4)
house five on place that
(2) Bugwu nyi nz& Dberete mbé... Sticks which are strong.
stick which exist strong in (spP3)
(3) kwélékwelé kelepé kédza nfes.. Many fish went. (Ws283)
many-many fish go themselves
kénka va 'y4 bExwé I have some chickens. (WS194)
chicken are I 1little
(%) taga ye ezt 1le € wufé There is grass and trees.
& gwezu € wuic
there grass with tree (PsSk)

A limited number of words have plural and singular counterpartic
with the plurals, in some cases, appearing to exhibit the vestiges of
& plural suffix. Most nouns with singular and plural pairs refer to
classes of people or animals. The following list is nearly exhaustive

of plurals used in Mogode.

28 man Yeli men
malé woman miyi women
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wuzegé child (g)walé childrcn
kwe goat kwi (rarc) goats

tému sheep timat{ sheep (pl.)
ké&pka chicken k&pkell chickens
mciyé bull mcimciyalf bulls

wust thing wul{ things

méva, slave mave¥i slaves
mentibu guest mentibu¥i{ guests
féléxwé seed fé1éxwé¥i  seeds

%efa billy goat Yefélemt billy goats
gamé ram gamélema rams

pulu cock pulemt cocks
Yegwt kid, lamb Yegwulemt  kids, lambs

Furthermore, there are several qualifiers which occasionally
serve as nominal replacives also, and which have plural forms. Whether
used as replacives or qualifiers they will take the plural form if the
noun being replaced or modified is plural.

For example:

kweté a certain kweci some

nya, nyaga this, that nyi, nyiegi these, those
be. Sex-gender

Although the sex-gender system into which nouns can be clas-
sified appears to be vestigal, it does evidence itself when nouns are
used in a genitival construction. In this type of construction the
noun head is connected to its dependent nominal by the genitive par-
ticle, which takes the form /ta/ after feminine nouns and /a/ after
masculine. Every noun is assigned to one of the two gender classes.

Examples:

malé woman  male ta d& My wife.

xwa, knife xwa ta Yepé John's knife.
cE house cE a gkél His house.
gwalé children gwale a ncil Their Children.

Since membership in a gender class does not affect either the
form or the distribution of nouns, apart from their use in genitival
noun phrases, no indication as to the gender of a noun will be given

in the following discussionse.

lThe morphophonemic changes resulting in the formation of noun
phrases using the masculine genitival allomorph, /a/, are described in
2+s1.3.3. A noun serving as the head of a NPgen behaves tonally and
morphophonemically as a suffixed root.
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A sample of feminine nouns (this seems to be the smaller class)
includes:

xa "millet", malé '"woman", dzeve "hand", daf4d "mush",

kwe '"goat", gend '"word", melemé "village", tlené 'work",

kwala "penis"

Some of the masculine nouns include:

nifi "yams", ce "house", za "man", ficé "friend", wunu

"heart", tli "meat", n%i "eyes".

Most verbal nouns, that is, verb stems used in nominal posi-
tions (cf., 2.2.1.1f below), take the ta particle when used in NPgen
constructions. For example, se ta d4& "my coming" or pa ta pké "Its
price"”.

Words that can stand as a head in a genitive noun phrase are
assigned to a noun class designated by Nl'
c. Noun Sub-classes

There are a number of words which can be considered nouns even
though they don't belong to the class Nl discussed above. These may
be assigned to one of four noun sub-classes: Locative nouns, Time nouns,

Interrogatives and Verbal nouns.

Locative nouns (N2)
Any locative preposition may take the nominalizing suffixes
-ga and -ke, to form an independent, locative noun, specifying farness
or nearness respectively. These are assigned to the noun sub-class
N3.
For example:

ge mcéf te pkwa a%é There are five houses there. (PO4)
house five on place that

se teke 'yA mbeda ni... I came here yesterday... (WS206)
come here I yesterday

kasiyi nde tagh kwa xwépkwa She is there coming in the road.
come she there in road
pelé "up" pelegh "up there" peleké  "up here"
kwa "in" kwagd "in there"  kwaké "in here"
16k4 "by" 14khga by there" 1ékéke "by here"
N, nouns are only used to fill the place (PL) slot in clauscs.

2
They never serve as subjects of clauses or heads of' noun phrascs and
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are analyzed as nouns primarily because the fill the same slots as loca-
tive noun phrases.
Time nouns (NS)

A number of words can fill the time slot (T) in clauses. Since
these slots can also be filled with noun phrases and since these words
can serve as dependent nominals in genitive noun phrases, they are con-
sidered to be nouns and are assigned to the sub-class NS' Like N2's
they do not ordinarily occur as subject of verbs nor as heads of noun
Phrases.

Examples:

tsé, tsétsé, tsétsénya '"now", be¥i "today", xénde "tomorrow",

mbéda "yesterday", xé¥i "in a short time", me¥ina "a short time

ago", xéca "a long time ago."

sé xfnde Come tomorrow!

mb4 mbe melemé tsétsénya He is in the village now.

mbéda nsexe gep'yé teké Yesterday we arrived here.

xetwedi nsexe gen'yé tagé In the evening we arrived there.

gena ta xéca A story of olden times.
Interrogatives (Nh)

Interrogative words pattern as objects of verbs and are most
easily analyzed as nouns with very restricted distribution. They are
assigned to the sub-class Nh' They can only occur as objects of in-
terxrrogative clauses, never as subjects nor as heads of noun phrases and
must be distinguished from the interrogative expletives occurring at
the ends of interrogative clauses. The most commonly used interroga-
tive nouns are:

wé "what" (also, w& nde "who", wA wus@ "which"), tsem4 "how", tcm&
"where", xwépkwa "when", wareberé "why", pkwini "how many, how much".

Possibly the forms ending with -ma should be analyzed as com-
Plex words with -ma an interrogative suffix. Occasionally it is used
With other words to give an interrogative sense, as in:

kadze ma dze ma ye wéa Where are you (pl) going?

kwa nya ma gwelepé Xkeyi mpeldi In which pot should I pour the
'yv& wéa, beer?

Other examples of Nh’ in constructions, include:

w4 yandeke p4 nde wéa What is he giving you?
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wareberé dziyi taga wha Why did he go there?

pkwini temd ve wéa How many sheep does he have?
xwénkwa sé& nde wha When did he come?

temd yite a ph wha Where is your father?

wé wusl kwa kwacigl wéa What is in the pot?

Verbal Nouns (Ns)l

Virtually all un-inflected verb stems can serve as nouns, that
is, they can stand as head of noun phrases
Examples:
(cf., 2.2.1.1b, page 57, for two examples)
newe ta pké kanewe d4 ki Look at the look he is giv-
ing you! (ss51)
2 «2+1.2 Prounouns

& « Personal Prounouns

The personal pronouns can be arranged in the following para-
digms. The personal pronouns function as subjects, objects, indirect
ObJjects of verbs and as dependent nominals in NPgen. In the first
function they take the form of the nominative case. With the exception
of the third person, where special forms are used in indirect object
and genitive constructions, the oblique form is used for the latter
three functions.

Nominative Oblique
1 sing. 'yé dé4
2 sing. na D&
3 sing. ¢, nde® ¢, gkée
dual mu (geE':u):5 bu

lThe assignment of verbal nouns to a noun sub-class, N., is made
Primarily for the sake of easy reference. In fact, uninflected verb
Stems can be considered to belong to two form classes---N5 and Verb.

2‘I'he third singular pronoun is normally realized phonemically
8s zero, However, on occasion the alternative forms are used, parti-
CWlarly to avoid ambiguity.

sThe forms in parentheses are the emphatic forms and are in-
:’l‘lded in this paradigm because with the dual and first person plural

hey are sometimes used in non-emphatic contexts.
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1 plural (incl) bHumG (gebumt) bumti
1 plural (excl) p'yé (gep'yé) n'yé
2 plural ye paye
3 plural x€ x€

The genitive and indirect object forms are the same as the ob-
lique except as follows:
3 singular, genitive pké '"of him"
3 singular, ind. Ob, nda "to, for him"

3 plural, genitive nci "of them"
3 plural, ind. Ob. nda (Object) ke x€ "to, for them"
Examples of Personal Pronoun constructions:
Subjects
'a 'y& képaké maruré I bought rice. (WS190)
kasé x£ xénde They will come tomorrow. (WS202)
'a nde sé teké He should come here.
'a gen'yé kédexwti tli We are eating meat. (Ws316)
Direct Objects
'a na kémpavé dé You hit me. (Ws320)
'a kémpavé (Both sub. and obj. morphemes are realized as /¢/.)
He hit him. (WS321)
kade bu mbelf nyf (dual) These people like us. (WS383)
Indirect Objects
nta d& ‘'wl'we Give me money! (ws318)
tlene yamené nd4 nde He is working for me. (Wz1k)
pa x€ viyi kweté wundf kap4 nda ke x€ Then they put a certain
person to sell (it) for them. (PJk)

genaké d& Timatiy€ ka geze ndé4 gena ta kanferé&nse Timothy sent me
to tell him about the conferance.

The verb geze "tell, talk, say" (see example directly above)
and some other verbs of saying, regularly take the nda object even
when the sense is not clearly that of an Indirect Object. For example:

geze ndd biyitsé Say it again! (Ws196)

b. Emphatic Personal Pronouns

With the exceptions of the first and second persons singular,
the emphatic form of the personal pronouns is formed by prefixing ge-
to the object pronouns. The emphatic of the first person singular is

—é;:!éu that of the second person singular, ga. The emphatic pronoun,
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whether serving as subject or object, precedes thz verb in construc-

tions. Following is a paradigm of the emphatic pronoun.

sing. dual plural

1 person ‘'i'y4 gebu gebum@ (Inclusive)
gen'yé (Exclusive)

2 person ga ge'yé

3 person  gepké genci

Following are several contrasting examples of the use of em-

phatic and normal personal pronouns.

ga kapa xwé YOU are buying a knife. (PZ1)
xwé yapé na You are buying a knife.

'i'yé kade kadziyi ¥iré I wand to go to Siir. (TS1)
kade 'ya katli d4 teke... I want to leave here... (PZ3)
Notice also:

séyl ga 'y& nza le Only YOU will I stay with.(PZ3)
genkf nde mene tlené HE's the one who works. (SS34)
genké yageze nda 'yé IT's this I am saying. (Ns1)
ga nde meneté nya It's YOU who did this. (WSk12)

C. Possesive Pronouns: dependent and independent.

The dependent possesive pronoun is simply the object pronoun
used in the genitival construction discussed in 2.2.1.1b above. For
example: gu "head", gu a d4 '"my head"; xwé "knife", xwh ta nci "their
knife".

The independent possessive personal pronoun is formed by pre-
fixing /pa-/ to the object pronoun, as illustrated below.

sing. dual plural
1 person pad4 pabu pabumt (Inclusive)
pan'yé (Exclusive)
2 person papé panayé
3 person  panké nanci
p4 wufereké ndé4 npanké Then she hid his for him...
hide for him his (pJg2)
kaxwe x€ le panci They are running with theirs.
run they with theirs (PJk)
dziyi 'y4 vaké tenuwe padé I went by here to see mine.
g0 I by-here see mine (Pz1)
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d. Reflexive Pronnoun

The reflexive pronoun which occurs in the syntactic position
VO_, has the form pé, nji (singular and plural respectively), and is
used in several ways.

It occurs as the object of certain verbs indicating that the
recipient of the action is the same as the actor, giving the clause an

intransitive sense.

'a kénti¥e pé He sat down. (Ws250)
sit himself
'a kétede pé xwa yemG It fell into the water. (WS234)
fall itself in water
xwa va ndla nji ce During the rains the houses fell.
in rain fall self house (cr69)

The reflexive pronoun frequently occusrs after verbs of motion
when the subject is in the third person. It serves to make an in-
transitive verb transitive. In other than third person constructions

the simple object pronoun is normally used in this position.

'a kégere né He stopped. (While talking.)
stop himself (Ws256)
kéjige pé nde She returned home. (Psk)

return self she

siyi teké siyi pé nde He came by here. (WS379)
come here come self he

néxé kwu kéxwe nji kwa naké The mice ran when they saw us.
finish mice run selves when sec (sp8)

p'yé xé
us they

The reflexive pronoun is often used with the participial form
of the verb when it functions as a noun qualifier.
««.kégane pé eee(it) is pretty. (Pz9)

kéwuba pé€ ce nya This house is big. (wsz1k)
bigs self house this

The reflexive pronoun is used after the numeral kwctén "one"
to indicate one thing alone.

'a 8¢ wundG kapa ndlé kwetfp p€ wé One person alone is not able
able person pile wall one self not an enclosurec. (sp1)

kwetép n€ kweté te kwembewale a pké Some one is alonc in his
one self certain on boat of him boat. (Psk)

Apart from the reflexive pronoun discussed here, certain verbs

may take as object the noun geva "body" giving the construction a re-
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flexive sense. For example:

'a gena kénéxéve gevh... The news sprcadecss (WS599)
word divide body

Some verbs take the noun gu "head" as an indircct objcct in
reflexive constructions when the beneficiary of the action is the same
as the actor. For example:

'a 'y& kémeneté ndé4 ke gu a d4 I did it to myself. (Ws519)
I do to head of me

e. Indefinate Subjects
The nouns mbelf "people", ndé "person" and occasionally, pkwa
"place'y, are used as indefinate subjects meaning "one". For example:
kayide d4 mbell Some one makes fun of me.

In much the same way the specifier kweté, kweci "a certain,

some" and the demonstratives, although normally qualifiers, serve as
noun replacives in some constructions. Since they, however, behave as
normal nominal subjects in these cases they warrant no special treat-

ment as pronouns.
2.2+2 Verbs

Since the verb system will be treated in more detail in section
three, only a simple sketch of the main grammatical classes and sub-
classes will be presented here.

Verbs are ordinarily the morphological realizations of action
sememes. The minimal form in which a verb can occur is, as a simple
root. To the root may be added any one of a number of derivational
suffixes which form an extended stem and which serve to change the
sense of the verb in some way. The action expressed by the simple
root or extended stem may be specified or qualified in a number of
different dimensions. This is accomplished by use of one or a combi-
nation of the following: (1) inflectional prefixes, (2) markers, (3)
auxiliary verbs, (4) qualifiers or (5) reduplication of the root.

In their active forms verbs can function as predicatcc and as
heads of verb phrases (VP). There are at least three non-active forms
which the verb may take; (1) the stative, (2) the participle, which is
formed by prefixing ké- to the root, and (3) the verbal noun which is
the root used to fill a grammatical slot normally taking a nominal.

Not all of the verbs occur in all of the active and non-active forms
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discussed here. For example, mba "stay" is only stative, wuba "big"
only occurs as a participle. However, no practical purpose would be
served in classifying verbs on the basis of this type of differential
distribution.

Following are a few examples of the various forms verb roots
may take. (cf., section three for a full description.)

Stative verb forms

mb4 'y4 mbe ce kajapd jand ta d4 I'll stay in the house and read.

stay I in house read read of me (Ts1)
nti%e 'y4 gena daf4 I sat beside the food.  (TSkL)
sit I over mush

Verbal nouns

nexwene ta d4 my crying (Gr51)
(cf., 2.2.1.1f for other examples.)

Particigles

kéline pé yemd nya This water is cold. (Gr13)
colds self water this

Most of these verbs can also occur in some of the active forms
as well, for example:
'a 'y& kénti¥e pé I sat down.
I sit self
2.2.2.1 Class I Verbs (vl).

Class I verbs include by far the greatest number of verbs in
the language. They share the following characteristics. (1) The roots
can be extended by a particular set of extension suffixes. (cf., 3.
1.2 for a complete inventory.) (2) in complex verbal constructions,
verbs following a Vl and standing in a purposive relationship to it
will take the form /ka- plus root/. (3) Although in practice most
Vl's are used transitively, most of them appear to be neutral in this
respect. (4) Roots of class I verbs are used to realizec generalized
action sememes and are normally imperfective while the addition of an
extension suffix, in addition to changing the basic meaning of the
root also serves to make the stem perfective.

Examples of roots and stems:

kamené tlené 'y4a I work.
do work I
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'a 'y4 kémeneté tlené I worked.
I do work
'a 'y& kémenemté tlené I did all of the work.
I do work
Examples of a Vl plus a second verb in a purposive relation:
pa Hunter ndeke d4 cede kapa x4 Then Hunter gave me money to buy
give me money buy millet millet.
'a kégaté kanexwené (He) started to dance.
start dance
Examples of transitive and intransitive uses of Vl:
1 . .
pe Yyape nde He is bathing.
wash wash he
'a kép'wuli (He) laughed.

Two minor sub-clases of Vl need to be mentioned. The first in-
cludes the verbs vé "put", kelé "take one thing" and fu "take many
things". These behave like other class I verbs except they occur with
a series of extension suffixes which are not ordinarily used with the
others. (cf., 3.1.2.3 for illustrations.)

The other sub-class includes & small number of roots which are
used to realize event sememes the recipients of which are singular

or, as the case may be, plural.2 For example,

Verbs realizing events with Verbs realizing events with
singular recipients. plural recipients.

kelé - "take" v "take"

petlé "kill" mpt "kill"

mté "die" badlé "die"

2.2.2.2 Class II Verbs (V2)

This class is composed of verbs of motion. The two main root:
are sé "come" and dze "go". Several other verbs of motion sharc some
of the unique characteristics of these two and must be included in the
same class. They include, 1i "leave", tli "leave', 8¢ké "come home"
and jige "go home". In addition, xwe "run" and dzegw4 "walk" exhibit

some of the properties mentioned below.

l'I'his is a transitive verb with a cognate object giving the
construction an intransitive sense.

2The conditioning here is semological, since on the grammati-
cal stratum the recipient may be realized as subject or object.
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These verbs are distinguished by: (1) occurring with a set of
extension suffixes different from those found with class I verbs. In
general these suffixes indicate the topography over which the action
realized by the verb proceeds. (2) When followed by a second verb
standing in a purposive rela tionship to the first the second will have
the form /te- plus root/. (3) These verbs, although basically intran-
sitive, sometimes occur with a reflexive object. (4) They are often
used in pleonastic constructions. (5) The addition of an extension
suffix does not make the stem perfective as with V,. (6) The stative
form of V2 is often used as a locative with an extension suffix indi-
cating "down", "over", "up" and etc. The following examples illus-
trate these properties.

Extended V. roots.

ntingd kasamé (She) started to come up. (PSk)
start come-up

‘s ké%avé mbe ce (He) came out of the house.
come-out in house (ws279)
ntipG 'y4 kasaté... I started to come up. (Ts9)

start I come-up

V,_plus a second verb in the purposive.
[

'a 'yé kadziyl tela nifi d§ I am going over there to dig my
I go-over dig yam me yams . (Gr1o)
Intransitive use of Voo
kadziyi kwe aké The goat referred to is passing
go-by goat that by. (Psk)
kelepé kédzaa pé... Fish went in . .. (ws283)

fish go-down selves

Pleonastic uses of V..

dziyi va xulu dziyi xwépkwa The road goecs by the river.
go-by by river go-by road (Wska7)
s5€ nya sé nde It came about.

come this come it

Extended stems in the imperfect.

kadziyi kwe a¥é The goat is passing by. (PSk)

The Stative form as a locative relator.

wé yamené na dziyf va xulu wha What are you doing over near the
what do  you go-by by river ? river? (Pz4)

It is possible that this latter use of class II verbs is the
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same as the first verb in the pleonastic constructions. The first verb
can be viewed as filling the place (PL) slot in the clause as it can in

the above example.
2.2.2.3 Class IIT Verbs (V3).

Classes III, IV and V are composed of a very restricted number
of verb roots with behavior so unique as to warrant considering them
'pseudo-verbs'. They function as verbs in that they are the rcaliza-
tions of action sememes and in some cases pattern like verbs in clauses
but they are never inflected and each exhibits other unique features.

Class III includes only the root ke "say". ke has the follow-
ing allomorph: /pa/ used with first person singular pronoun subjects,
and with second person singular subjects which are themselves realized
as /¢/.

The main function of the verb is to serve as a quotation marker.
It comes at the beginning, at the end or both at the beginning and end
of a quotation. Occasionally it is used in other clauses simply as the
verb "say".

As a quotation marker it may be preceded by several particles,
ma "introducer", at the beginning of a quote and, wawa, wa'a or 'a at

the end. For example:

ma ké kangwedt ¥a Pupu ni (quotation) 'a ke xé (NT1)
said Mogodians to Pungu, ". . . " said they
kéy! wa'a ké Deli Dlexwé "Kai!" said Deli Dlexwe. (NT1)

As illustrated here, the recipient of the action of ke is marked
by the preposition 3a. 3¥a is the regular preposition indicating "ac-
tion toward" used after verbs of Class II. When the agent of the verb
or the recipient of the action is represented by a personal pronoun,
certain changes take place in the form of the verb, i.e., the allomorph
discussed above is used. The following examples illustrate these
changes:

pa 'y4 ¥a ga I said to you.
say I to you(sg.)

pa 'yé 3¢ I said to him.
say I to

pa 'y4 %a xé, or ...5a genci I said to them.

say I to them to them(emph.)
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pé

pa B€

say to

ke ¥a ga

You(sg.) said.

You (sg.) said to him.

He said to you.

say to you(emph.)
ke x£ ¥a 'i'yé
say they to I(emph.)

ke md %a ¥ald
say we to god

They said to me.
We say to god.

wawa ké ¥a gebumi He said to us all.

thus say to us

".os'y8 kadem4 zele gena a%é" p4 "...I don't believe that word,"

I not believe word that say you say. (sB2)
ke mbell ¥4 geze One says.
say person to saying
pa 'y&4 ¥4 geze I say.

say 1 to saying
2.2.2.4 Class IV Verb (V)

The Class IV verb, va, has two allophones, /va~ve/ and like
ke is uninflected. It is used to show possession, as a locative
(Like Vs

also show phonological affinities to prepositions, this verb may be

verb and on occasion indicates action toward. and VS’ which
etymologically related to the preposition va "near", "by".)

The ve form of the verb is found in final position, that is,
before the ¢ realization of the third singular pronoun. (Notice in
the examples directly above the change from Eg_to Eg in the preposi-

tion when used in this same environment.)

Examples:
pkwépé kapkell va 'y4 I have six chickens. (Ws3538)
six chickens I
oo opké keleté d4 lekwesa ta d4 «sohe took my shirt to John for
he take me shirt of me me . (TS1)
va 2apé
to John

p4 'y&4 keleté wusu vé Then I took the thing he has.
then I take thing has (TS11)

Occasionally the particle ya is prefixed to the verb. This
same particle is sometimes used before prepositions to indicate loca-

tion. The use with va appears to be entirely optional.
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Examples:

degwe ménéfé yavé He has a new pot. (Ws453)
pot new is to him

Yegwe yavé ki ge She has a kid in the house.

kid is in house (Ps4)

The verb va should be distinguished from the relator va "be-
cause" (cf., 2.2.4.5). Again the two words may be etymologically re-
lated but the relator is found in very different grammatical environ-

ments, for example:

gald xe  keleteti kambexwé va The dogs barked all night be-
all night dogs barked because causc of the hyenac. (SP2)
degwava pwe.
hyeana
Yewe 'yA va mh I am hungry. (WS L429)

hurt I because hunger
2.2.2.5 Class V Verb(VS),

The pseudo-verb Eg is used as a verb replacive. It may be re-
lated to the preposition ¥a which is used with V2 to indicate action
toward something. As a verb or verb replacive ¥a is used in construc-
tions with an ideophone which enjoys a semantic relationship to the
verb being replaced. For example, 14né and nzéké are ideophones both
used to qualify the verb kelé "take". (Cf., 2.2.3.1 for a description

of ideophones.) They are commonly used in clauses with the verb, as,

for example:

nzéké keleté teleyl Suddenly (he) took the cache-
pow?l take cache-sexe sexes. (NM1)

Very often, however, the verb is ommitted in such constructions

and the ideophone is used with the pseudo-verb ¥a. For example:

nzéké ¥a yemd (He) suddenly took water. (nM1)
pows water
1l4pé 3a geta a mega a p'y€é  (He) grabbed the stick of our chief.
suddenly stick of chief our (NT1)
déxé 'yd ¥a xedi Immediately I picked up dirt. (NN1)
popt I dirt
gh'd Xa te wugh (He) prepared beer then. (NT1)
beer then
mbiké ¥a livu pké (She) tied on her apron. (FM1)

apron of her
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2.2.3 Qualifierss

The qualifiers, in terms of their occurence in constructions,
fall into five sub-classes. They are (1) ideophones, (2) numerals, (%)
the specifier, (4) demonstratives and (5) verb markers. Qualifiers
occur in constructions with either nominals or verbs. When used to
modify nominals they normally occur in the syntactic slot _N if the
nominal precedes the verb and in the position N_ when the nominal
follows the verb of the clause.

The qualifiers do not constitute a mutually exclusive class
in every environment. For example, verbs can on occasion serve to modi-
fy other verbs and qualifiers (notably the specifier) sometimes func-
tion as noun or pronoun replacives in verbal constructions. Further-
more, nominals may be modified by verbs occurring; in an active reflex-
ive construction, or the stative form tied to the nominal by the re-

lators kwa or nya. For example,

yemG nya liné Cold water. (Gr3)
water this colds

kélinfé pé yemG Cold water. (Gr3)
cooled self water

ganeké nde® It is pretty. (PJ5)
goods it

'a kékeleké kwéciga gané (He) brought a pretty basket. (WSkkl)
brought basket good

...kégane pé (It) is pretty. (PJs)
goods self

A number of qualifiers always occur as reduplicated froms.
For example; kwélékwelé "many", 'much". In addition, both ideophones
and numerals can be reduplicated to indicate intensity, continuous ac-
tion, or, in the case of numerals, enumeration. For example:

kadzegwh wuzege nyaga ntéir ntdr ntdré That child kept walking

walks child that like a toddler. (FM3)
«sexa maxkéné blk bk yedla .esthree stalks of corn with two
corn three two two ears ears each. (Po )

lSince gané and several other verbs that function almost ex-
clusively as qualifiers occur in the slot ordinarily filled by ideo-
phones, it would be possible to assign them to a sub-class of qualifi-
ers. However, since these can all occur in verbal constructions and
with verb affixes, it is more efficient to consider them as verbs with
a peculiar distribution, analagous to that of ideophones.
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2+.2+3.1 Ideophones.

Ideophones, which are common in African languages, have been
amply discussed in the literature (cf., Stennes 1967. 17-20. Samarin
1963. et. al.). Ideophones in Kapsiki exhibit several characteristics
not common to other words. (1) the class as a whole is productivc,
that is, new and sometimes idiolecctical forms are continually being
formed. (2) Many ideophones are onomatopoeic. (3) Along with numerals,
ideophones reflect the presence of a phono-tactic sub-system which re-
sults in tone and consonant-vowel patterns not found elsewhere in the
language. For example, pitch of ideophones is often higher than nor-
mal high and final consonants are common. (Cf., 2. l.2.ka above)

Ideophones themselves are of two types. The first can be
termed adverbs, since they function exclusively as verb modifiers or
verb substitutes. The others can serve as nominal, verb or clause
modifiers.

a. Adverbs
Adverbs ordinarily occur in the syntactic environment ﬂ_SV or

2
dence a semantic identity with verb stems or classes of verb roots

more rarely, #_VS. They may modify Vl’ vV, or V5. Most adverbs evi-

they modify, reflecting an'ordered downward and' relationship between
the semological and grammatical strata. It is this quality which per-
mits adverbs to serve as verb substitutes and to modify the pseudo=-verb
%a., (Cf. discussion and examples in 2.2.2.5 above.)

Adverbs are often onomatopoeic and when qualifying verbs de-
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