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ABSTRACT
A RHETORICAL STUDY OF THE PREACHING
OF CHARLES EDWARD JEFFERSON

by Frederick J. Speckeen

Body of Abstract

The purpose of this project is to study the preaching of
Charles Bdward Jefferson as it is revealed in the sermons he
preached vwhile pastor of the Broadway Tabernacle--a pastorate des-
cribed by the Chrigt Cent as "one of the most influential
ministries in the history of the American pulpit."

This study includes a consideration of the man himself,
the historical setting, his tenets of faith, as well as the rhetorical
features of invention, arrangement, style, and delivery of his ser—-
nons. Jefferson's preaching habits are then described, analyzed, in-
terpreted, and evaluated within the context of the customary
principles and practices of rhetofical criticism and also against the
specific "backdrop” of his rhetorical theories. These fheoriel
ineclude the classifications of Speaker, Speech (Sermon), Audience
(Congregation), and Delivery.

Phe biographical, theological, and historical considerations
‘only serve better to acquaint the reader with Jefferson as a speaker.

‘ In teml‘ of sermon preparation, delivery, and avdience analysis,
Jefferson can be placed in the main-stream of the classical rhetorical
tradition. Belleving as he did that the sermon and the man cannot be
geparated, J efferson prepared his sermons by preparing himself through

neditation and prayer. He also planned his sermons months in advance;
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Frederick J. Speckeen

he was direct and conversational in delivery, and he analyzed his
audience as individuals, not as a mass.

Jefferson's sermons are characterized by a logical or
rational development of materials. This is accomplished by an orderly
presentation of materials and the use of transitions and internal
summaries. His theme and purpose are always evident; and like a good
advocate, he frequently defines terms and anticipates and answers
objections to his pogition.

Like Cicero and later classical rhetoricians, Jefferson be-
lieved that the sermon is the man. This rhetorical study reveals that
Jefferson's ethical proof (integrity, intelligence, good-will) con-
tributed to his preaching success.

Jefferson also successfully employed motivational appeals
to gain the attention of his audience. suggest courses of action,
and motivate his listener§ toward predetermined objectives. His
use of motivational appeals is further evidence of the classical
rhetorical position that the effective speaker must have a knowledge
of his auditor's emotional behavior.

Perhaps the most diatinguishing feature of Jefferson's sermons
is his logical proof--appeals aimed primarily at man's reasoning pro-
cess. His sermons are characterized by extensive reasoning from
examnple and by analogy, causal reasoning, and reasoning from sign.
These characteristics of sermon construction and development exemplify
the kind of spirit which Jefferson often emphasized--"let us dbe
logical® and "let us use the scientific method."

Jefferson is also in accord with the best in classical

rhetoric when he says that the best style is that which is unseen.
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Prederick J. Speckeen
Not only does he advocate clarity and simplicity of style, he prac-
tices it.

An over-all appraisal of Jefferson as a preacher leads the
writer to conclude that he was one of the most effective American
preachers. He spoke to the needs of his day, and his words were at-
tended to and appreciated. His volumes of sermons and the persons who
heard him preach testify to his preaching ability and success. A
rhetorical analysis of hig sermon texts reveals that his preaching was

conslstent with the best in classical rhetorical theory and practice.
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INTRODUCTION

Title of this Project
A Rhetorical Study of the Preaching of Charles Edward
Jefferson
Purpose of this Project

The specific purpose of this project is to study the public
address of the late Charles Edward Jefferson as it is found in, or
revealed by, his sermons. This will include a study of the man
himself, his historical setting, his tenets of faith, as well as
the rhetorical invention, arrangement, style, and delivery of his
sermons. In other words, the dissertation contains a study of
Jefferson's sermon materials, the arrangement of these materials,
the phrasing or wording of the materials, and the characteristics
of delivery. Then Jefferson's preaching practices are described,
analyzed, interpreted, and evaluated.within the context of the
customary principles and procedures of rhetorical criticism and
also against the specific "backdrop® of his rhetorical theories.
These theories include the classifications of Speaker, Speech
(Sermon), Audience (Congregation), and Delivery.

The study is limited to the sermons which Jefferson
preached while pastor of the Broadway Tabernacle Church in New
York City during the years 1898-1930. It includes a consideration
of the significance of his sermons for the day in which he lived.

(Jefferson lived and preached during two wars——the Spanish-American

iv
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and VWorld War I--as well as during the theological Liberalism

of the early 1900's,) His reactions to these influences are

found in certain of his sermons. Other influences with which

he contended during the years of his ministry in New York City
were the population increase due to immigration, the development
of natural resources, increased industrialization, and the emphasis
on urban living. The relationship between these influences and

Jefferson's preaching is also considered in this study.

Limitations Imposed

Before moving to the Tabernacle in New York City, Jefferson
was pastor of the First Congregational Church in Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts, (1887-1898). While the dissertation does not include
a detailed consideration of Jefferson's preaching during these
years, an attempt is made, however, to discover the influences
of this period which affected his later preaching ministry. There
apparently is no material by Jefferson of this period which can

be studied with the excevtion of a book published in 1898 (Quiet

Talks With Earpest People in My S;udx).l

Jefferson's Tabernacle sermons reveal that he abhorred war.
He considered it to be something which disturbed God's program.
Because of this concern Jefferson founded the New York Peace
Society in 1906. As a result of reading certain of Jefferson's

sermons, as well as the Ronald B, Sleeth dislertation.2 it seems

1Charlea Bdward Jefferson, Quiet Talks With Earnest People
in My Study (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1898).

2Ronald ¥. Sleeth, "The Preaching Theories of Charles E.
Jefferson," (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, School of Speech,
Forthwestern University, 1952). Director: Dr. Kenneth G. Hance.

v
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that Jefferson's concerns regarding war and peace might easily con-
stitute a study in themselves. These concerns will be excluded,
therefore, except when relevant for this study.

During the years he was pastor of the Tabernacle, Jefferson
apparently established himself firmly as a speaker, more particularly
as a pulpit speaker. This is probably why he was requested to
present the following lectures.

The George Bhepard Lectures on Preaching, Bangor Theological
Seminary, Bangor, Maine, 1905~06. The Minister as Prophet.

The Merrick Lectures at Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware,

Ohio, April 23-27, 1906. The New AZe and Its Creed. Of this series
Jefferson presented one lecture entitled, The New Theology.

The Lyman Beecher Foundation Lectures, Divinity S8chool of
Yale University, New Haven Connecticut, April and May, 1910. The
Building of the Church,

The Raymond F. West Memorial Lectures on Immortality, Leland
Stanford Junior University, Palo Alto, California, February 15 and

16, 1911. ¥hy We May Believe in Life After Death.

The George Shephard Lectures on Preaching, Bangor Theological
Seminary, Bangor, Maine, 1912. The Minister as Shepherd.

The George A. Gates Memorial Foundation Lectures, Grinnell
College, Grinnell, Iowa, February, 1915. (Christianity and Ipter—
national Peace.

The Cole Lectures, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee,
1918. 014 Truths and New Yacts.

The Bnoch Pond L@ctures. Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor,
Maine, 1929. Christianigingz a Nation.

Oertain of these lectures were used extensively by Sleeth in
his study of the preaching theories of Jefferson. A reading of this
dissertation reveals that S8leeth was interested in rhetoric, as

opposed to this interest in pubdlic address.

vi
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As stated previously, the plan of this study is to describe,
analyze, interpret, and evaluate Jefferson's preaching within the
context of the customary principles and procedures of rhetorical
criticism, and also against the "backdrop" of his own rhetorical
theories. Because of the 8leeth dissertation, however, it was un-
necessary to %Ydiscover" Jefferson's theories, for that was Sleeth's
purpose. Also, such a study would have been outside the scope of the
above mentioned purpose.

Tinally, the purpose of this thesis is not to write an ex-
tensive biography of Jefferson. The biographical considerations
which are made will serve better to acquaint the reader with this
man as a speaker. These considerations, too, will throw more light
upon the preaching of Jefferson. Nor is this a treatise on his
theology. Theology will be considered only as such considerations
serve to clarify further Jefferson's ideas and preaching habits.

Essentially, then, this is a study of Jefferson's public
speaking as revealed in his Broadway Tabernacle sermons. Other

considerations will serve only to advance this purpose.

Obstacles EBncountered
fhiu study is limited to printed records of Jefferson's
sermons. These records may or may not be true and exact representa-
tions of what he said, although certain persons state that Jeffer=-
son had the uncanny ability to dictate his sermons word for word
after having preached them. Bven if not exact reproductions, they
serve to suggest Jefferson's themes, methods of approach, appeals,

and other aspects of composition.

vii
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S8ignificance or Justification of this Study

Intrinsic Merit

A study of Jefferson's life seems to reveal that he was both
a prolific speaker and writer. This would suggest that he had a mes-
sage or messages and that his words were listened to and read.
From the nature of his books it appears that the so-called "rank and
file," aes well as theological students, respected his writings.
Coupled with this is the fact that Jefferson occupied an important
pulpit until his retirement. The Christian Century termed his
pastorate at the Tabernacle “one of the most influential ministries
in the history of the American pulpit."1 As Sleeth states: "These
words of praise serve to emphasize, at least in a general way, the
important contribution that Jefferson made to the American tradition
of proaching."2

Jefferson's advice, both to the clergy and theological students,
suggests that he was interested not only in public speaking, but in
the whole process of communication. His theories on this process have

important implications for this dissertation on his preaching.

Distinctiveness
Although this study is not unique, it is almost so. The Sleeth

dissertation was the first study of Jefferson in any detail. The

Knower Index and the Auer Ipdex list only this dissertation, and no

lme Cnrigtian Century., Vel.t7, 1930, p. 80,
2Sleeth, op. cit. p. 3.

viii
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master's theses. The Hammond Library of the Chicago Theological
Seminary contains a Bachelor of Divinity thesis done on "Charles
Jefferson the Preacher" in 1913,1 and the library of the Butler
University School of Religion contains a 1957 divinity thesis en=
titled "Charles E. Jefferson as Preacher.'2 A reading of these theses
reveals that their purpose was not the same as that of this study.
Furthermore, these studies are limited in that they are not as com-
prehensive as this dissertation. It seems that, with the exception
of the 8leeth study, nothing of such scope as this study has been
done in the area of B8peech. As a further indication of the paucity

of material is the fact that there are no biographies of Jefferson.

Materials and 8Sources
Various publications by and about Jefferson have served as a
basis for this study. B8Some of the most important works, in addition

to the volumes of sermons, have been: History of the Broadway Taber-

nacle of New York City by L. Nelson Nichols, a close friend and

3

staunch supporter of Jefferson;~” the Biographical Sketch of Charles

Bdward Jefferson; Jefferson's Anniversary Sermons, which provide
interesting historical, rhetorical, and theological information par-

taining to Jefferson's Tabernacle pastorate;u Edgar De Witt Jones's

books, American Preachers of Today and The Royalty of the Pulpit,

1Ghester €. Bucher, “Charles Jefferson the Preacher," (un-
published B.D. thesis, Chicago Theological Seminary, 1913).

2Ross Ellsworth Vandine, "Charles B. Jefferson as Preacher,"
(unpublished B.D. thesis, School of Religion, Butler University,1949).

3Because of his close relationship to, and respect for, Jef-
ferson, some of Nichols' statements may be biased.

u!he Biographical Sketch was apparently written by Jefferson,
as were the Anniversary Sermons. These too may include subjective,
pro~Jefferson statements.

ix
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which shed valuable light on Jefferson'!s habits of sermon preparation

and delivery; and such historical volumes as Only Yesterday by

Frederick Lewis Allen, Commager's The American Mind, and Richard D.

Heffner's A Documentary History of the United States.

Method or Plan of Organization
Chapter I A Biographical 8ketch of Charles Edward Jefferson
This chapter traces the l1ife of Jefferson from his birth in
Ohio to his death in New Hampshire. It provides a background for
an analysis and understanding of certain influences upon his preach-

ing career.

Chapter II The Historical Climate in Which Jefferson Spoke

This is a study of the relationship between the historical
. setting and Jefferson's sermons. The chapter reveals that Jefferson
was cognizant of the social, political, economic, and theological

gsettings of his sermons.

Chapter III Jefferson's Beliefs or Tenets of Faith

The purpose of this chapter is to consider four of Jefferson's
tenets of faith which receive particular emphasis in his preaching.
Jefferson!s beliefs regarding the Bible, Jesus Christ, the Church,

and Social Christianity are considered.

Chapter IV Jefferson's Sermon Preparation and Delivery
Jefferson's habits or methods of preparing and presenting

his sermons are discussed in this chapter. Ateention is given to

vhat Jefferson said about his practices, and what persons reported

about his practices.
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Chapter Y The Audience, Occasion, and Setting for Jefferson's Sermons

This chapter includes an analysis of the New York City audience
in general and the Tabernacle congregation in particular. It also
includes a discussion of Jefferson's familiarity with his audiences,
his beliefs regarding the objectives of a 8unday church service,

and the architectural-rhetorical features of the Broadway Tabernacle.

Chapter YI Jefferson's Sermons

This chapter categorizes two-hundred and sixty-eight sermons
according to major themes--the Bible, Jesus Christ, the Church,
Social Christianity, and the Church Year. It includes additional
information, such as the title of each sermon, the year it was
preached, the type of sermon, the audience to which it was preached,

and the location of the sermon.

Chapter VII Rhetorical Analyses of Five Sermons

This chapter begins with a rationale for analysis. This is
followed by a rhetorical analysis of each of five sermons according
to the rhetorical canons of arrangement, invention, and style.
Also considered are: the audience, 'he occasion, and the setting of
each sermon, as well as the source of and a synopsis of each sermon
text. Bach rhetorical analysis is summarized according to what

appear to be characteristics of Jefferson's rhetorical practice.

Chapter VIII = Responses to Jefferson's Preaching
The purpose of this chapter is to note the type, or types,
of response elicited by Jefferson's preaching, as revealed by the

recorded reactions of persons who heard him preach.

xi
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Chapter IX Summary and Conclusions

This chapter summarizes the life and preaching of Jefferson.
Certain conclusions are formulated about his preaching characteris-
tics and abilities, and some suggestions are made for further

study.

Bibliography

xii



Te purriee :

3 Y Jeflevy -2

Erasive, iy

<L Cller

i
Fhixent dete xa

B8 BTy ) -
-'l._E‘..".:a. [N

~

U vell ag iy

-
ae

iy

Y 10 eval ...




CHAPTER 1
A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF CHARLES
EDWARD JEFFERSON
The purpose of this chapter is to study the life of
Charles E. Jefferson, from his birth in Ohio to his death in New
Hampshire, in order to provide an understanding of the speaker's
development into maturity. This understanding is an integral part
of a rhetorical study, inasmuch as knowledge about a man's develop-
ment, as well as interests and reputation, are necessary if one is
adequately to evaluate the man as a speaker.

-~

Background and Early Life
Charles Bdward Jefferson was born on August 29, 1860, at
Cambridge, Ohio, the son of Milton and Ella (Sarchett Noble)

E 4

Jefferson.l His father and grandfather were dentists, the former

1Gha.rles Frederic Jefferson, in a personal interview with the
writer on December ¥, 1959, at Rochester, New York, confirmed the
statement that Dr. Milton Jefferson's wife was the daughter of William
D. Noble. A pamphlet entitled Biographical Sketch of Charles Edward
Jefferson, Pastor of the Broadway Tabernacle, New York City, 1922,
also confirms this. The statements by Edgar DeWitt Jones and L.
Nelson Nichols to the effect that the maiden name of Mrs. Milton
Jefferson was Sarchett are incorrect. 8See Edgar DeWitt Jones,
American Preachers of To-Day (Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Co.,
1933), p. 56. Also see L. Nelson Nichols, History of the Broadway
Tabernacle of New York City (New Haven: The Tuttle, Morehouse and
Taylor Co., 1940), p. 136. Charles Frederic Jefferson also informed
the writer that Blla Sarchett Noble was born in Allegheny, Pennsylvania,
(near Pittsburgh) and that her father was a travelling shoe salesman.
He added that Charles E. Jefferson, his father, had two sisters, Mary
and Lora, both deceased.




b
in the village of Cambridge, Charles attended the Cambridge ele-
mentary and high schools and was valedictorian in 1877, 1In the
fall of 1878 he entered Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio,
graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1852 and a Bachelor
of Arts degree in 1886, "He was noted in colleze as a writer and
an orator, taking highest honors in his college and also in the
Ohio Intercollegiate Oratorical contest in his senior year.”1
From 1882 to 1884 Jefferson was Superintendent of Schools
in Worthington, Ohio, a village a few miles north of Columbus,
During this time he taught elocution at Ohio Wesleyan University
and Ohio State University. He also studied law with James E,
Wright, a noted laywer of the Columbus bar, and in the autumn of
1884 he entered the middle class of the Law Schoo} qf Boston
University.2
. However, due to the influence of Phillips Brooks® he gave up

the study of law to study theology. In 1884 he entered the Boston

lRobert I. Julton and Thomas C. Trueblood, (comp.),

Patriotic Eloquence: Relating to the Spenish-American War and Its
Isgues (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1900), p. 355.

2Frederick Keller Stamm, So You Want to Preach (New York:
Abingdon Prese, 1948), p. 13, is inaccurate when he writes that
"Charles E. Jefferson . . . entered Harvard University with the
expectation of becoming a lawyer,"

3The following words from Glenville Kleiser, (comp.), Vol. X,
The World's Great Sermons (New York: Funk and Wagnalls Co., 1908),
p. 82, will provide certain knowledge about and an estimation of
this Episcopelian who 80 greatly influenced Jefferson. "In 1869
he became rector of Trinity Church, Boston, and was consecrated
Bishop of Massachusetts in 1891, He died in 1893, He was in
every sense a large man, large in simplicity and sympathy, large
in spiritual culture. In his lectures to the students at Yale he
spoke of the prevaration for the ministry as being nothing less
than the making of a man.,"
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3
University School of Theology:; when he received his Bachelor
of Sacred Theology degree three years later he was one of the
commencement speakers, While a theological student, Jefferson
pursued his interest in public speaking by listening to cases being
tried in the Boston Courts and by attending three schools of
elocution. These schools were conducted by Dr. S, S. Curry, Dr.
Moses True Brown, and Dr. Charles W. Emerson.l
Although there are several accounts of Jefferson's decision
to enter the ministry, they, nevertheless, agree that his decision
was made because of the influence of Phillips Brooks, F. R, Webber
reports the following with regard to Jefferson's change of vplans:
He visited Boston churches, but he found the preaching voor.
There was evidence of careless preparation, as well as poor
delivery. Then, one Sunday evening, he decided to visit the
imvoesing stone church facing Copley Square, The preaching of
Phillips Brooks made a tremendous imoression upon him, for
here was a man who not only preached well, but who seemed
to have something important to say. Young Jefferson attended
Trinity church agein and again, He found that his firet
impression of Boston preaching was incorrect, for he found
other excellent men, in addition to Dr. Brooks. So great
was the influence of these men upon him that he changed from
the law school of Boston University to the theological school
of the same institution,®
Jefferson himself descrides his decision to enter the
ministry., In an address delivered to the students at Wabash
College, February 14, 1922, he said:
I cannot do better this morning than to give you a bit of my
experience, I never expected to be a nreacher, I never
wented to be one. I never dreamed of becoming one. Neither

in high school nor in college did it ever occur to me that I
should ever stand in the Christian pulpit., Indeed I was

1Biograghical Sketch, op. cit., ». 2,

2P. R. VWebber, A History of Preaching in Britein and
America, Part Three (Milwaukee! Northwestern Publishing House,
1957), p. 552,
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4

positive that I should never preach, The idea was abhorrent
to me. There were many reasons why I could never be a
preacher, In the first place, I was not good enoush. I was
not fond of vreyer meetings, nor did I care anything for
missionary meetings, nor did I take pleasure in bemoaning my
sins. Moreover there was nothing attractive to me in the
work of a preacher, Attending funerals and bantizing babies,
and being hauled over the coels every day by fault-finding
and merciless varishioners did not appeal to me, Moreover the
men in the pulpit did not inspire me with enthusiasm over
their position. They did not seem to me to be great thinkers
like Herbert Spencer, nor great writers like Thomas Carlyle,
nor great orators like James A. Garfield. I was not at all
impressed by the brains or the genius of the men I heard preach.

And strange to say nobody ever asked me to become a vreacher,
No one ever suggested to me that I might possibly some day
stand in the oulpit. Everyone seemed to take it for granted
that I wes foreordained to do something else. . . . And
moreover, God never said anything to me about it either, . . .

It was not because I was not wideawake and was not eager to
do things which were worth while. I was full of ambition to
do things and eager to make my life count. My first ambition
was to be an astronomer., . . . Later on I wanted to be a
musician, and to be an artist, . . ., Later on I aspired to be
an orator and to charm great audiences by the witchery of
ny sneech, After this I longed to be a poet. Oh to be able
to write something which would live a thousand years!} As I
grew older I became more humble, and the time came when my
highest ambition was to be a teacher of elocution and of
English literature, interpreting the thoughts of the kings
and aqueens of the world of letters to young men. Finally I
reached the voint where I desired nothing more than to enter
the United States Senate! But in all these years of high and
thronging ambitions I had no desire whatever to be & Christian
minister. One day when I was a public school teacher, en
amiable lady of mature years shocked me by saying that I
ought to be a preacher. ©She went on to say that if I ever
became a vreacher, I would certainly be a bishon, and I
turned up my mental nose high at the suggestion. At that
time I would rather have been & bootblack than a bishoo., At
the very bottom of the list of human occuvations, I put the
work of the vpreacher, Anything else but that for mel

And yet after such a beginning as that I became a preacher.
The day arrived when I wanted to be one., . . .

Permit me now to tell you how this miracle came about. After
being graduated from the University, I became a public school
teacher, and at the end of two years I went to Boston to
study law, I did not go to Boston because I supposed that
the law school there was superior to all others, but it was in
and around Boston that many of my heroes had lived, and some
of them were still alive, . . . I felt I could study law
with greater zeal and success if in the oresence of these
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immortals. But in Boston I was an Ghio boy far from home,
and I became desperately lonely. Through the day I studied
law, but in the evening I attended a play or heard a concert
or listened to & literary lecture, , . . But notwithstanding
41l the music and dramas and lectures and law books, my
heart remained hungry, and I was glad when Sunday arrived
that I might hear at least three sermons, I soon discovered
that there was one preacher in Boston who surpassed all the
others, He was Phillips Brooks, the rector of Trinity,
Bvery Sunday found me in Trinity listening to this Son of
Thunder, As I 1listened to him it seemed I had never

heard preaching before, Never before had the Gospel been
proclaimed to me after that fashion, At the end of the first
month I began to wonder why more men did not preach, and

the 1light on my law books began to fade, At the end of

the second month I found myself wishing that I could preach,
At the end of the third moath the glory of the court room
had vanished completely and I made up my mind that if any
éhurch were willing to accept a heretic like me I would
become & preacher, , . . Ny call came through certain
gifts in my possession, I found mnyself possessing the gifts
vhich a preacher must have, While in college I had always
cultivated the art of speaking, I loved to speak, The joy
of speaking wvas deep and intense, V¥When I became a teacher

I dlscovered I loved to teach, . . o+ After I had taught
mathematics and scieace, langusges and literature, there was
a lot more I wanted to do, I was interested in character
building, « o« o A8 a teacher of elocution I drilled my
students in the orations of Wendell Phillips, and in this way
& seal for reform was kindled in me, I became a potential
reformer, I wanted to strike the wrong, . o« o+ And thenl
found I had still another gift-=the gift of spiritual insight,
It wvas not extraordinary, dbut I was sure I possessed it, I
vas a constant reader of Carlyle and Emerson, two great
spiritual teachers, and the fact that I loved them so, and
that they stimulated my mind and fed my heart made it clear to
me that I too must have, in a small measure, their insight
into spiritual things., . . .1

It is difficult to determine if Jefferson's deeision to Dde-
come a minister was bdrought adbout by friends, relatives, or a
factor in his early school 1ife; although his pareants, grandparents,

aunts and uncles were all church members, they apparently never

1l
Charles Bdvard Jefferson, The Appeal of the Christian
Nipnistry, Delivered bdefore the students of Wabash College, February
Fourteenth, 1922, on the John Nelson Nills Foundatien (Naw York:
N¥orman €. Lynch Co., Ine,, Printers and Stationers, 1922),

rP. 3-8 (pamphlet).
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6
suggested he become a minister.l Charles Frederic Jefferson writes
that his father's parents were "devout Methodists who didn't believe
in card playing, theatre going.-or dancing, and were much disturbed
when ho[fb.l. Jefforaoﬁ7 Joined a college fraternity.'z Perhaps
Jefferson's initial disinterest in the ministry can be traced to
his parents' conservative beliefs and an accompanying lack of
freedon,

We know very little with regard to the influence of education
upon Jefferson. Xo record of his courses of study, textbooks, or
particular teachers and incidents which might have influenced him
to study first lav and thea theology are available. Of his odue‘-
tien Jefferson saidt

I had good teachers, all of them Christians, and all of them
nembers of the Church of Christ, and all of them interested ina
me, but I cannot now remember that any one of them ever took
ne aside and asked me to think of becoming a minister, I

do not imagine that any such idea ever entered the mind of
any one of them,

It is 1ikely that Jefferson's education did disclose
vocational opportunities to him, Perhaps through schooling alone
he decided to become a lawyer. It is also possible that the
profession of law appealed to him because it promised an easier
1ife than did his father's profession, dentistry, Charles B,
Jefferson once told his son that dentistry ian the late 1800's was
hard vork, and that a patient would often be in the chair for three

or four honrt.“

IM- » Do K,

2Charles Trederic Jefferson in a letter to the writer dated
Januvary 18, 1960,

3J-ff-r-on. Zhe Appeal of the Christian Nipnistry, p. 4.

“Intorviov with Charles Frederic Jefferson, December 4,
1959.
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7
Whatever his reasons for entering law school, Jefferson was more
thoroughly edqcated than were most people in his day. €. F.
Jefferson thiika that his father "was unique in the annals of his
family for several gemerations, in respect to the amount of educa~
tion obtained.'l With regard to his father's decision to study
lav Charles Frederic Jefferson remarked:

The reason why / he/ entered law School, I think, is fairly
clear. He wvas an exceptionally bright student and was out-
standing as an orator and debater in High School and College,
There weren't as many choices available in those days and

lavw seemed to offer the greatest opportunities to a young mun
vith such gifts.

Charles Clayton Norrison adds a similar comment:

The early legal amditions from which he was deflected by
the passion to preach the gospel were a natural expression of
a precise and orderly mind.

Jurther insight into Jefferson's decision to enter the
ministry can be gained from ¥illiam G. Shepherd's report of a
private interview with the Broadway Tabernacle pastor, Jeffersoa
told Shepherd:

I wvas unspeakabdbly unhappy in Boston., . . . I could not seem
to get into touch with the real things in life., I may have
boen an orator, dbut I couldn't find anything ia the law to
orate about, It seemed unreal, 4And I wanted real things,
I suppose my gift of oratory had made me especially
eritical of preaching. I had lost interest ia the Church,
because I could see how carelessly many clergymen preached,
I could see that they had been lax in preparing their
sermons. I could trace mental laziness in their preaching
and I had lost patience with the pulpit. I was getting

1l
Charles Frederic Jefferson in a letter to the writer dated
January 18, 1960,

21014,

3¢harlet Clayton Morrison, The American Pulpit(New York:
The Nacmillan Co., 1925), p.. 166
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8
oratory and preaching confused, !

With regard to Brooks, Jefferson added: "Behind his
oratory was a fire of belief in Christ, Oratory came second with
him; his great conviction came first."z

Jefferson's Pastorates

Although reared a Methodist, Jefferson was orduined to the
ministry of the Congregational Church in 1887.3 Upon graduation
he became pastor of the Central Congregational Church, Chelsea,
Nassachusetts, where he served until 1898.“ On August 10, 1887,
he was married to Miss. Belle Patterson of Cambridge, Ohio, They

had three children, Charles Frederic, Ralph Waldo, and Miriam, of

1'1111.! G.Shepherd, Great Preachers as §§ n by a
Journalist (New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1924), pp. 122-124,

2Ivid, p.12k
3fhe esteem in which Phillips Brooks held Jefferson is
suggested by the following statement from Nichols, op, cit., p. 136.

"Young Jefferson had come from a Methodist home in Ohio, but
Bishop Brooks saw no reason why he should not remain a Methodist,
However, it was humorously remarked that the Bishop saild that if
Jefferson cared to come into the Episcopal fold, he would be &
Bishop in & few years,"

uAll but one of the sources consulted state clearly, or
imply, that Jefferson went directly to the Chelsea Church, upon
graduation from Seminary, Webber, op, cit., p. 552, states that
Jefferson served a short time the congregation at Fitzwilliam,
New Hampshire. Mr, and Mrs, Charles Frederic Jefferson agree
that the Fitzwilliam church was Jefferson's pastorate only while
he vas a seminary student, and that he preached a sermon there
nearly every summer while at the Tavernacle. It was interesting
to note that Jefferson and his wife purchased a heme in Fitzwilliam
and that he is buried in the village cemetery. Nichols, op. cit.,
P. 202, A letter from Nrs, Gladys M. Wilkdns, librarian of the
Fitzwilliam Town Library, Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, dated
February 7, 1958, confirms this place of burial. The Encyclopedia
Americana (New York: Americana Corp., 1957), Vol. 7, p.l, states
that Jefferson died in Fitzwilliam Depot, New Hampshire, but
Charles Frederic Jefférson states that his father died at
Fitzwilliam, and that Fitzwilliam Depot is a separate village.
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whom only the first named survives.l

During his time at Chelsea, Jefferson "came to public atten-
tion by the effectiveness of his preaching.'2 One historian adds
that "he was greatly admired by his people in Chelsea, and was

known as one of the brilliant young coterie of ministers about

3

Boston who were friends of Bishop Phillips Brooks.” A newspaper

clipping in the Tabernacle Library records the following about
Jefferson's pastorate at Chelsea:

Being graduated [from Seminary/ in 1887 he was immediately
called to the pastorate of Central Congregational Church at
Chelsea, Mass., at a salary of $2,500. There he developed as
& pulpit orator, as & thinker, and as a pastoral worker, The
fame of the man grew, and so did the membership and spiritual
manhood of his church, He went beyond the confines of his
congregation and became the citizen, the reformer., He spoke
on public questions, notably the temperance aquestion, and he
became @ not small factor in the present condition of Chelsea
in having had no open saloon since 1890.”

Rovert B, Hume, & professor at Union Theological Seminary and a

member of Jefferson's Broadway Tabernacle, reports on Jefferson's

1ps has been indicated the writer has had correspondence
with Charles Edward Jefferson's son, Charles Frederic Jefferson .
It has also been the privilege of the writer to interview Mr, and
Nrs, Charles Frederic Jefferson in their home in Rochester, New
York. Mr, Jefferson, a lawyer, and his wife, have provided valu-
able assistance in the preparation of this dissertation. Mr,
Jefferson informed the writer that his sister died in Chelsea,
November 2, 1894, and that his brother died in Utica, New York,
September 9, 1921,

2!191§er, oo, cit., p. 158.

3¥ichols, op, cit., p. 135. It is interesting to compare
this statement with that nf Jefferson's son, who claims that his
father told him that he (0, B, Jefferson) had never seen Brooks
after his decision to enter the ministry,

b'.l‘hia newspaper clipping 18 undated, nor is there evidence
of the reporter or the mame of the newspaper. The date is probabdly
the year 1898,
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willingness to challenge what he considered to be unchristian

activities in Chelsea:

e o o there might be recalled the fact that , . « there was
quite active in Chelsea the A.P.A, movement, Nominally the
YAnerican Protective Assoclation”, yet it was chiefly a
political anti-Catholic movement, The young Protestant
minister condemned it from his pulpit. The members of that
organization were disturbed and challenged him to come to
address them in thelr own head-quarters; they thought that
he would be afraid of the challenge, Instead, he accepted,
and faced them directly and constructively with the genulnely
American pr’nciple that all citizens are entitled to f~sedom
whatever be their particular religious affiliations,l

On November 8, 1897, Charles E. Jefferson supplied the vacant
pulpit of the Broadway Tabernacle at Broadway and Thirty-fourth
street, New York City, 4 few monthe later he was asked to assume

the pastorate of the Tabernacle.? Jefferson accepted the call and

IRobert E, Hume, "Charles Edward Jefferson, "T. byterian
Iridvne, Yol. 53, No., 2, (October 28, 1937), p. 9.

2an interesting feature of this call was the three month
option clause included by the pulpit nominating committee, The
committee!s report, in part, read as follows: "On Fedruary 2nd
the joint committee appointed by the church and society to
nominate & pastor made & unanimous recommendation that a call be
extended to Rev, Charles Edward Jefferson, then pastor of the
Central Congregational Church of Chelsea, Massachusetts, and 1t
was voted to extend such a call by a vote of 106~1, There is one
feature of the call pursuant to this vote which deserves a
moment's attention, being a clause in the following language,
recommended by the Qf?gregagiogglist. [the national journal of the
Congregational Church/ btut believed to have been used by this
church practically for the first time!

"It 18 understood and agreed that if, at any time, either
party shall be convinced that the pastoral relation thus established
should be terminated, three months' notice shall be given (by vote
of the Church transmitted to the pastor by its clerk, or by
letter from the Pastor to the church) and the matter shall bve
referred to a mutual council for approval and advice.” This
appearse in the Year Book the Broadway Tabernacle Church
Vol. 4, Copy 1 (1898), pp. 15-16,
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1

resigned from the Chelsea church on February 2, 1898.1 The call
to the Tabernacle was practically unanimous.? With regard to the
one vote cast in oprosition Jefferson once remarked: "The one man
who voted against me soon confessed his sin, and became one of my
most loyal and ardent friends. Like Paul, he had acted in ignor-
ance."3 Nichols reports: "Dr. Jefferson often referred to that
one vote as typical of Congregationalism. Most propositions in
his pastorate, he said, had at least one vote in oppo-inon.'“
On the first Sunday in March, 1898, Jefferson preached his first
sermon as the pastor of the Tabernacle. He was officially in-

stalled as pastor on April 10, 1898.5 The nature of Jefferson's

lThe Chelsea Church and the parish house were destroyed by
fire on Sunday, April 12, 1908. See Lewis S. Judd, The Broadway

Tabernacle Church, 1901-1915, a Historical Sketch Commemorative of
the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Church, October, 1915.

(Lancaster, Penna., The Press of the New Era Printing Co., 1917),
p. 42,

zlov York Times, February 3, 1898, p. 7, "The Church was
crowded at last night's meeting. The Rev. F. B. Richards, assistant
pastor of the church, presided. The total vote cast was 107, of
which only one was against the Rev. Dr. Jefferson." Note: There is
no evidence that Jefferson was a "doctor" at that time.

3Charles Bdward Jefferson, Twentieth Anniversary Discourse,
preached in the Broadway Tabernacle, Sunday, March the second,

1918, p. 8.
byichols, op._cit., p. 136.

SHume , op. cit., pp. 9-10, states: "The new minister was
warned that New York City is the most dangerously death-dealing
grave-yeard of Christian ministers in the Western world; and that
if he could manage to keep himself and his church alive for any
considerable stretch of years, that would be a miraculous success."
Apparently Jefferson never forgot this warning, for he referred
to it on numerous occasions, particularly during anniversary
celebrations at the Tabernacle. For example, in an editorial he
said: "Dr. Edward Judson, who took part in the installation of the
new Tabernacle pastor in 1898, told the young man from Massachusetts
that the chief problem of a minister in New York City is to keep
alive, .-, ., He knew that life here had been strenuous. . . . He did
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first sermon, its success, and his nervousness, as reported in the
New York Times was as follows:

A large congregation gathered in the Broadway Tabernacle
yesterday morning to hear the new pastor, the Rev. Charles
Bdward Jefferson, preach his first sermon. Mr. Jefferson
comes from the Central Congregational Church at Chelsea,
Massachusetts, where his success in building up a large
congregation attracted general attention. Expectancy shone
in every face as the audience awaited the result of the or-
deal of the first appearance of the young successor to the
pulpit made famous by Dr. William A. Taylor.

Not the less interested appeared the minister himself,
During the singing he was pale and motionless, save for the
nervous twitching of his thin hands, that were closed over
the New Testement, As he sat there in his black gown, his
deep eyes half concealed by glasses and his beardless face
graved by study and thought, he looked somewhat like an
ascetic, The importance and significance of the moment
seemed to weigh upon him,

When he offered the prayer before the sermon his voice
faltered and wavered at first, but soon regained its natural
tone and became stronger and vitrant. Even at this early
stage he gave evidence of the manner of his thought and
phrasing. "We feel ourselves of the earth, earthy," he
said, "when we try to throw our wishes into speech." The
sermon that followed fully justified the fancy that he would
make free use of trope and metaphor . . . .

He began his sermon by reading from the sixteenth verse
of the third chapter of John. "God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son," and continued," It is very rare
that this text is preached from . ., . "

After the services a large part of the congregation pressed
around the pulpit to shake hands with the new pastor apd to
congratulate him upon the success of his first sermon.

not know, however, how much more feverish and furious it was
going to become.," See Charles E. Jefferson, Thirty Years on
Broadway (New York: The Libien Press, 1929), pp. 3-4.

1 New York Times, March 7, 1898, p. 10.
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In light of the foregoing 1t seems this “unusually
attractive , . o kKindly and vigorous young man*! began his Taber-
nacle pastorate with marked success,

Jefferson's Main Emphases at the Tabernacle

Although the purpose of this chapter is not to present a de-
tailed account of Jefferson's life, it does seem necessary to con-
sider some of the major events and emphases of his long Tabernacle
pastorate in order to gain a more complete knowledge of Jefferson,
and & more thorough understanding of the nature and significance
of his preaching. These considerations will also vrovide a more
complete backdrop for a rhetorical analysis of his sermons,

One of Jefferson's first acts was the building of a church
library, not for his own use, but for the use of members of his
congregation, In 1898, under his leadership, the congregation
decided to purchase twenty-five volumes of the life of Christ and
to add fifty volumes each year. iThe major demand for these lives
of Christ came from the Sabbath School teaching that had . «
abandoned perfunctory question asking.'2 Jefferson realized that
a more intelligent reading of the Bible and & more intelligent
understanding of Christianity were necessary for young veople
exposed to the influence of sclence as expressed by Darwinism

and Higher Criticism. L. Nelson Nichols, writing in the History

of the Broadway Tabernacle of New York City says:

IHichols, op, ¢it,, p. 137.

°Ibid,, p. 138.
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Dr. Jefferson knew very well what the supine acceptance of a
passive Christ and vindictive God meant for religion. It
meant death to many active minded scientists, lawyers, editors
and teachers. Dr. Jefferson knew also that he was coming
into the pulpit of Finney, Thompson, Taylor and Stimson.

He could therefore dare to ask his people to hear the truth
' however fearful it might seem, and to read that truth from
books in the Tabernacle library. Jefferson knew that there
is a loving God. A capable people should go and find where
He might ve.t

By 1906 there were four thousand books in the Tabernacle
Library, exclusive of Jefferson's office collection. Nor did this
library include the children's books used for Bible School Teach-
ing. With regard to this collection Nichols adds:

It was a well selected collection for educated readers upon
most modern subjects. The interest on/a library fund/ had
been enough to keep up the high standard of the collection,
while the elimination of out-of-date books has kept the
shelves down to reasonable proportions.
In November, 1916, a pamphlet was circulated listing Selected
Books in the Broadway Tabernacle Library. These selected books
were listed under such headings as Biography and Autobiography,

History, Travel, Fiction, Art, Music, ¥War and Peace, keligion
and Theology, Missions, Xconomics, Socialism and Social Reform,
Kssays and Poetry.3

During his first year at the Tabernacle Jefferson modernized
the names of the congregation's activities in order to reveal more
clearly the emphases of the church. Tor example, he preferred
the term "Bible School" to "Sabbath School' or "Sunday School."
The Bible School emphasized Bible Study. Jefferson alse

emphasized the traditional church year and such traditional

lpid., . 139.

2mid., p. 156.

38elected Books in the Breadway Tabernacle Library (New York:
No Publisher, 1916).
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events as those of Holy Week. One historian observes:

The interdenominational approach that was so well under—

stood by Dr. Jefferson and Phillips Brooks made the new
ploneers ready to accept any ritual that brought a congregation
nearer to a sense of God. It was therefore easy for the
Tabernacle to take up Holy Week and the Passion of Jesus
leading te the Cross and to the Resurrection at Baster.
This being done in a Congregational Church before 1900 was an
event, and an inspiration to a large body of American
Protestants.

Fhe Tabernacle also became favorably kmown ror its mid-week
Bible studies and its New Year's eve church service. Of the
latter service Nichols says: "It was a fine opportunity to match
with the old New York custom of walking in the streets and ave-
nues, singing and waiting until clocks proclaimed the beginning
of a New Year.'?

While pastor of the Broadway church, Jefferson closely
associated with Union Theological Seminary as a frequent speaker
to student groups and a lecturer in homiletics; turthermore, many
of his assistants were graduates of Union. Reciprocally, many
students and professors at Union Seminary and Columbia University
were regular participants in the activities of the Tabernacle.

Dr. Alfred D.¥. Hamlin, Professor of Architecture at Colombia,
for example, taught a Bible class.

As a pastor, Jefferson not only valued the spoken word, but
he saw "the value of the inspired printed page appearing regularly
as an outcome of the overflowing spirit of the Tabernacle pulpit
and the many activities of [;t_!7 ormtuuonl.'j Consequently,
Zhe Broadway Tavernacle Pidings began in October, 1898, with six

objectives:

Imig.. p. 139.
2Ibid., p. 139.
3Ibid., p. 140.




faccuai
thelr eoereh;

ffumie
hster azd B

o iy
toreernizg €

% oeTily
u7e terougeen

,0 Pre!e,"é
30 0f service
im;

s foster o
nete of the
Setifiud vit

It tize e
e {2 Yoy Y

lfargenty

') Ay gt ene
I H T YN
R, th B:ca:’.nj
K, lrudvay at
£\ Wring axy;
1t vy tovard 4y
e gy fave

Ny
%, e

e

LY trure

Mgy the §¢,

h' leovy er

R Ml(ing in

—

n\iw ).

y

& Yorp



16
To acquaint the members of the Tabernacle with the doings of

their church;
To furnish an additional medium of communication between the

Pastor and his people;

To supply to shut-in members of the congregation information
concerning church life and work;

To supply the friends of the Tabernacle, scattered as they
are throughout the world, with current church news;

To preserve a record of church activity and growth which may
be of service to future historians of New York Congregational-
ism;

To foster an intelligent interest in the purposes and achieve-
ments of the Tabernacle among those who have never yet been
1dentified with 1t.1

In time the Tidings wae mailed to every active Congregational
minister in New York State.

Jefferson's ability to build a church, in the congregational
sense, vas matched by his ability to lead that congregation in the
construction of a more complete church edifice. Under his direc-
tion, the Broadway Tabernacle Church was built on its present
site, Broadway at Fifth-sixth Street. Although many members advo-
cated moving farther north, following the trend of city churches
to move toward the suburbs, Jefferson and other members insisted
that the nev Tabernacle be built on Broadway. It was reported
that, "Dr. Jefferson often said there was no better place in the
world for a church.%? Jefferson found it possidble to interest
people in the Bcripture even on Broadway--the Great White Way.

The new church was completed in 1905. Webber describes

the building in these words:

11bid., p. 141,
2New York Times, September 13, 1937, p. 21.
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The building recalls in a general way Phillips Brooks' Church
in Beston. There is the same bread, short nave, with its

tvin tevers and shallev transepts. There is the great central

tower, more than 50 feet square. However, the resemblance is

superficial, for the central tower, with its ornate pyramidal
roef, is really an eight-story eftice building with tacilities
tor all manner eof congregatienal activities. MNigh above the
roof of the_church are the offices of the pastor and his
assistants.

During the three years required to build the new Tabernacle,
Jefferson's cengregation conducted services and activities in
Nendelssoha Hall en Jorty-first Street. In spite of the diffi-
culties associated vith these temporary quarters, the congregatien
grev in sige, from fewer than 600 persons in 1900 to 839 whem the
nev tabernacle was dedicated in Narch, 1905.

Jefferson's church was not only a growing one, but it was
an active one. XNe saw the Broadway Tabernacle as a missionary
organisation. MNembers of the congregation not enly participated
in and supperted city missiens work, but carried on extensive
projects in such countries as China, India, Ceylon, Armenia,
Turkey, and Puerte Rico. The congregatien also gave assistance
te the American Indians, the Negrees, and the aged. The mission-
ary spirit of the Tabernacle found expression in such institutions
as the Jefferson Academy for beys in Ohina, Howard University for
Negroes feunded by General Oliver 0. Howard, a Tabernacle trustee,
and the Neme for the Aged in Nevw York Oity. Turther evidence of
the dynanic nature of this congregatien is found in the follewing

1ist of the mumber of meetings held in 1910.

l¥ebber, op.cit., p. 553.
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Taylor Chapel....ccecveevssssoecscsseess3lt3 meetings
Bible School Hall (nov Jefferson Hall)..172 meetings
Yomen's Floor.... meetings
Men's League Roer meetings
Libraryeecces. «.7 meetings
Pastor's floor .98 meetings
Robing Reenm..... ..8 meetings
Thompson Chapelecccesecsessscseeceeresss.10 meetings

In addition, there were many meetings of small committees.

Perhaps the most important objective of the Tabernacle
activities was that of international understanding and good-will.
Throught his pastorate, Jefferson was devoted to the cause of
peace, and he urged his parishioners also to promote peace among
nations. YHe hated war just the same as did Finney, Thompson and
Taylor before him, and he hated it as a disturber of God's program
in civilization.%? The titles of his sermons and addresses, as
well as his activities, reveal his position with regard to war
and peace, and how earnestly he sought the latter. In 1904
Jefferson spoke to his ministerial friends on "Battleships and
Peace." Later in that year he spoke to the Peace Congress in
Boston on "The Reduction of National Armaments." In 1908 he
preached a sermon, "Militarism and the Christian Church."

During the years which followed, he spoke on such topics
as "Missions and International Peace," "The Need of the World and
Christianity's Response." "The Cause of War," "Christianity and
International Peace," and "Thinking Peace." Jefferson founded the
New York Peace Socliety in 1906, and although an ardent pacifist,
promoted various social and recreational activities in the Tabernacle

for the service men and women during World War I. Following

1Nichols, op. cit., p. 159.
2Ibid., p. 160.
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the var he was vocal in support of the League of Nations and
the necessity eof decreasing armaments. Nichols remarks that
what Jefferson "could not do as a matter of Christian power in a
world gone mad over war, he put into the finer polishing of the
Christian graces of his inner flock."l One member of the congre-
gation writes:

The Bidle became more intensely Dr. Jefferson's advanced

course in Christian liviag. Ne taught it to us week after

week at the mid-week meetings with a ripened scholarship

that built up a devoted coterie of eager students. Book

after Yook in the Bible he handled with close analysis and

friendly criticisms of the backgrounds of the anthors. Time

and time again he checked the details of his findings . . .

with the latest scholarships of the learned writers, accept-

ing nev data here and disputing epinions there.2

Jefferson's Iaternational Reputation
It was probably Jefferson's "outstanding attridbutes [as]

a deeply sincere, revereat reader, a profound scholar, a great
proaehor'3 vhich prompted many iavitatiens fer him to speak
throughout the natien and world. Jefferson's emphasis on church
building, however, caused him to turn down mest of these invita-

tions.* He believed that thme shepherd of the flock could not

tend his sheep if he were not physically present. Most of his

1rpid., p. 168.
21vid.

3Anna Louise White, "Memorable Ministries,® Conference
Prails, Vol. &, No. 2 (February, 1954), p. 7.

t¥ne New York Times, April 20, 1929, P- 11, reports that
Jefferson sald he refused four out of five speaking invitations
during his last ten years at Broadway Tabernacle.
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travelling was, therefore, limited to his annual vacation periods.1
In 1922, it was poesible for Jefferson and his wife to travel to
England, where he exchanged pulpits with Dr. Frederick ¥. Norwood

of the City Temple, London. Of this exchange Jefferson wrote the

following in The JFriendship Indispensable:

The Oity Temple seems destined to do always the unexpected and
unconventional thing. It startled the world by reaching over
into the State of lowa and calling a Universalist pastor /Dr.
Joseph Yort Newtopn/ to stand in the pulpit of the great ortho-
dox Parker, and it gave the world another jolt when it called
to its pulpit an unknown Baptist from Australia. Dr. Norwood
had lived to the middle forties in Australia as a plain,
ordinary, fairly successful pastor, and when the war broke
out he came with the Australian troops to the front. Almost
at once he was found to possess exceptional ability for talk-
ing to men. The soldiers liked him. They could listen to him
an hour and then want more. There were evidently powvers
in this man wvhich had hitherto been undeveloped. There was an
eloquence in his tongue of which the werld had not dreamed.
Invited one Sunday while in Lendon to preach at the City
Temple, he made such a deep impression that not leng after-
wvard he vas called to be its pastor. Trom the first day to
the present he has been growing. . . . Dr. Norwood has the
physical strength of a Samsen. His mind is keen and alert.
Eis heart is tender and big. KEis sympathies are fervent and
broad. He has a voice of unusual compass and sweetness.

His personality is winsome. Upon this man every god has set
his seal to give the world assurance of a pulpit prince.

It wvas in exchange with Dr. Norwooed that I went to Londen.
Never before had I preached under the British flag. Twice

lln the Blographical Sketch of Charles BEdward Jefferso

op. cit., pp. 6-7, the fellewing is recorded: "He travelled ex-
tensively, both at home and abroad, having visited repeatedly
the Pacific coast, various sections of Canada and Newfoundland,
Alaska, and nearly every country in Rurope. In 1895 he spent a
hundred days in Burope visiting ten countries, and in 1904 he
covered the continent of Burope from Norway and .Sweden to Russia
and Turkey and Greece. The summer of 1906 was spent with his
wife and twvo sons in Germaay, most of the time in Veimar and Jana.

Oharles Frederic Jefferson recalls that his father was intent
upon learning the German lan e, and that the latter trip wvas
taken to facilitate this goal;’ In 1912-13 he and his wife made
& tour threugh Ireland, Scotland, England, VWales, France, Spain,
Italy, Palestine, Syria and Bgypt. B8ince 1890 he has had a
summer home in Fitswilliam, New Hampshire, and there he has spent
all his summers except those devoted to travel."




before zaZ
vicitor.
:f.b..‘& b

I preacked

Jue. 4 I
cacren.l

David L
1d Jelfernce
Tepresertative

Uper -i

2 0f the Les

2terrationald !
f=riat'y a’’a:
0calized Yoy v
nhnmdc.‘ a

l"'i
M. e e

|
|
)
|
|
|
o
N




2l

before had I been in England, but on both occasions only as a
vigitor. This time I went as an ambassader of good will, the
official representative of the Protestant churches of America.
I preached morning and evening on seven Sundays in May and
June. I preached the same sermons I had preached in my own
church.l

David Lloyed George praised Jefferson's ministry in England,
and Jefferson was hailed throughout England and Scotland as the
representative of the American Protestant Ohurchoa.2

Upon his return to America, Jefferson was not only an advo-
cate of the League of Nations, the World Court, and peaceful
internationalism, but "he was also in spirit living the 1life of
Christ's affaire all over the world. Never again could he be a
loecalized Nevw Yurkor.'3 In 1925, this advocate of international
understanding anncunced to his congregation that he felt he should
retire. The congregation rejected his suggestion and urged him
and Nrs. Jefferson to visit the mission fielde throughout the world.
Dr. and Nrs. Jefferson, therefore, toured the mission flields
from June, 1925, to July, 1926, during which time Jefferson spoke
161 times in fourteen countries.

On the evening of Nay.5, 1929, Jefferson tendered his resig-
nation to the Bdreadway Tabernacle. It was decided that the resig-
nation should take effect en Awgust 29, 1930. At the time of this
resigration, Jefferson stated that he did net know how to play,

as his entire life had bdeen devoted to church work. He told a

nevspaper reporter:

10narlies Bdward Jefferson, The Friendship Ipdispensable (New
York: The Nacmillan Co., 1923), »p. 35-36.

2New York Times, September 13, 1937, p. 21.

3Fichols, 3p. cit., p. 173.
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I have always dreamed of writing a history of the first four
centuries of the Christian Church . . . and my hobby and
speciality for years has been international peace; and I'd
like to devote more time to both interests.l

In August, 1930 Br. Charles Bdward Jefferson preached his
final sermon as pastor of the Tabernacle. The esteem in which he
vwas held is well illustrated by a report of this sermon which
appeared in the New York Times:

'hoqlioffornoi/ ended his thrity-two year pastorate in 1930,
throngs gathered at the Broadway Tabernacle at Fifty-sixth
Street to hear him preach his final sermon. At the conclusion
of the service nobedy went out. Instead, the congregatioa
noved, spontaneocusly, up the aisles, formed a line and

valked d»y th; pastor as he greeted virtually everyone of the
700 dy name.

Jurther estimation of his popularity can be gained from a
previous statement which indicates that during his last decade as
pastor of the Broadway Tabermacle Jefferson had to refuse four
out of five speaking invitations.> Honors, of course, came to
Jefferson long defore his retirement. Jor example, he received
many honerary degrees, including the Doctor of Divinity from
Obverlin College (1898), Union College (1898), Yale University
(1903), the University of Yermont (1921), and the Poctor of Law
degree from Ohio Wesleyan University (1905),and MNiami University
(1923). He was also asked to present the follewing lectures:

The Geerge Shepard Lectures on Preaching, Banger Theological

Seainary, Bangor, Naine, 1905-06. "Zhe Minister as Prophet."

The Nerrick Lectures at Ohio Wesleyan Uaiversity, Delaware,
Ohie, April 23-27, 1906. "The New Age and Its Creed." Of this
series Jefferson presented one lecture entitled,

*2ne Nov Theolecy."

1%ev York Times. APril 20, 1929, p. 11,
2fev_York Times, Septemver 12, 1937, p. 21
21vid.. Bee footmote &, p. 19,
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The Lyman Beecher Foundation Lectures, Divinity School of
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, April and May, 1910.

¥The Building of the Church."

The Raymond F. West Nemorial Lectures on Immortality, Leland
Stanferd Junior University, Pale Alto, California, February
15 and 16, 1911. "¥hy We Nay Believe in Life After Death."

The George Shepard Lectures on Preaching, Bangor Theological
Seminary, Banger, Maine, 1912, 1912. "The Minister as Shepherd."

The George A. Gates Nemorial Foundation Lectures, Grinnell
College, Grinnell, Iowa, Februmary, 1915. "Christianity and
International Peace."

The €Cole Lectures, Vanderbilt University, Nashville,
Tennessee, 1918, %01d Truths and New Facts."

The Znoch Pond Lecturss, Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor,
Maine, 1929. "Chrigt¢ianigi vl

1%he Biographical Sketch of Charles Edward Jefferson, op.
cit., pp. 46, includes the following record of Jefferson's speak-
ing activities, exclusive of those listed above.

Course of Lectures

1905, New Brunswick School of Theology, New Jersey. 1909, Vander-
bilt University, Nashville, Tenn. 1914, Vanderbilt University,
Nashville, Tenn. 1914, Horace Nann School, X.Y. City, "Jesus."
1914, Drake University, DPes Moines, Iowa. 1916, Ohio Wesleyan
University, "What the War is Teaching." 1916, Teacher's College.
N.Y. City. 1919, Broadway Tabernacle, "What the War Has Taught Vs."
1920, Hendrix College, Conway, Ark., "Lectures to Ninisters."

1926, Yorcester, Mass., "The Present Crisis."

[f!ho follewing are the schools, colleges, and universities at
vhich Jefferson lectured or preached.

Theological Seminaries

Auburn Theelogical Seminary, Bangor School ef Theology, Drew
Theolegical Seminary, Nartferd School of Theology, Lancaster
School of Theology, Theolegical Seminary, Newton, Nass.,
Rochester Theological Seminary, Union Thaolegical Seminary,
N.Y. City, Vanderbilt School of Theolegy, Yale Divinity School.

Universities
Brown, Chiecago, Colombia, Cornell, Harvard, Iowa . State, Leland
Stanford, Nichigan State, New York, Ohio Wesleyan, Ohio State,
Princeton, Vermont State, Yirginia State, Yale.

Colleges

Amherst, Mass.; Dartmouth, N.H.; Dental, ¥.Y. City; Durham, X.C.;
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From the day when his resignation became effective until his
death in 1937, the Rev. Dr. Charles Bdward Jefferson was pastor
emeritus of the Broadway Tabernacle Church.l During these years
he travelled and speke extensively. Nichols reperts the honors
which soen came to Jeffersom:

Pr. Jefferson was now given to the world, and the world took
him with an enthusiasm that surprised even him. He started
January, 1930, with five honors. One was to conduct Harvard
Chapel for five days. The second was to give four sermons in
King's Chapel, Boston. The third was to deliver an
installatien sermon at his old church in Chelsea. The fourth
vas a complimentary dinner to him from his fellow ministers.
The fifth was the privilege of preaching the first sermon at
the epening of Bushnell Nemorial at Hartford, the best audi-
torium in New Bngland . . . and this was only the beginning.
The calls from all over America were so numerous and conflict-
ing in their dates that he had to refuse more calls than he
had received in his active ministry.

At the annual Breadway Tabernacle meeting in 1932, Jefferson
reported en his activities during his first year as Honorary
Ninister. Xeo stated that he had spoken to three times as many
people as he would have at the Tabernacle. He also reported that
he had spoken in fourteen states, nineteen colleges, and to 167

congregations representing nine different dononination|.3

@rinnell, Iowva; Grove City, Pa.; Meredith, Raleigh, N.C.; College of
Nissions, Indianapolis, Ind.; Oberlin, Ohio; Pennsylvania State;
¥illiams, Mass.; Wabash, Indiana.

z-fhe list alse includes the names of forty-four Girls' Colleges
and Schools, Academies, High Schools, and other educational
institutiens at which Jefferson spoke.

11a his reminiscences entitled Thirty Years en Broadway,
op. cit., Jefferson writes: "The word Congregational does not

occur in its legal title. Its full name is the 'Broadway
Pabernacle Church.'"

2)ichols, op. cit., pp. 181-182.

3.Ipid.. ». 191.
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In 1934 Jefferson became ill with pnewmonia. This apparently
caused a heart ailment of which he died on September 12, 1937, in
Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire. On the follewing day the New York Times
reperted:

Br. Jefferson had a longer Yrun" on Broadway than any actor.
"Phe Spirit of the Great White Way" (as it often was suggested
te name him) “labored"there, according to his own reckoning,
more than 20,000 days 13127 « + « he testified that human
nature in Broadway was the same yesterday and today. . . .
These words were uttered of a street, which to a puritan
would have seemed as the way which leadeth to destruction;

dbut Dr. Jefferson often said there was no better place in the
world for a church. The people of Broadway, he admitted, were
not the most pious,but they were better than they are painted
and were very human.

The newspaper reporter further observed that Jefferson
"found it possible, even on the 'Great White Way' to interest
people in the Scriptures." He added: It would indeed seem to me
to be a miracle if one did not know the subtle power of Dr.
Jefferson's quiet oloqnonco.‘z

On September 15, 1937, the Rev. Mr. Rodger Bddy Preat’ of

llev York Times, September 13,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>