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CHARLES PROCTOR ABSTRACT

The site of the study is a small town, population 900, and
the surrounding country with its 841 family farms, located about
fifty miles north ot Montevideo, Uruguay. Intormation was collected
through the 'particiqaqﬁ:pbserver“ and qdestibnnaire techniques on
the patterns of social interaction accompanyingneconomic exchange,
political and associational acf}vities. Additiohal information on
the society was presented 16 order to better understand the setting
within which social change is taking place.

The research objective was the discovery and explanation of some
ot the more commonly occuring ways in wnich tne social organizations
of economic exchange, politics and associations were changing. The
changes in independent variables relevant to changes in the structure
of economic exchange relationships were found to be: favorable
prices for farm produce, increase in the number of truckers, increase
in information on market conditions and "new ideas™ statings "farm
less, but do it better,” along with an increase in the man-land ratio.
Changes in the structure of economic éxchange relationships weres
a shift from a “star" contact-no-contact structure (a single middle-
man constitutes the only outlet for produce of a large number of
farmers) with a one-way leadership pattern (middleman dominates the
farmer) to a decentralized contact-no-contact structure (many lesser
middlemen specialized in the marketing of certain types of farm pro-
duce) with a two-way leadership pattern.

This shift takes place largely in two ways: (1) as a result

of a relative prosperity farmers have asserted their independence
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CHARLES PROCTOR

by breaking with the larger middlemen and (2) as a result of the
"new ideas" farmers have tended to concentrate on garden crops, \
rather than field crops, which are marketed almost directly by
the farmer himself.

The changes in independent variables relevant to changes in
the structure of political organizations were found to bes (1) con-
tinuation of a socialistic-type legislation which allows considerable
benefits to be distributed by the government while placing res-
ponsibility for the administration of these benefits in the hands
of lesser and local government officials and (2) the increasing
use of a “pragmatic" ethic in politician-constituent relationships
replacing the sentimental-patriotic ethics Under these conditions
a larger number of persons specialized in law or business find
themselves able to gain patronage for others and thus to become,
themselves, politically influentiale On the local level political
"clubs® are organized less around a single leader and more around
a "team," and a strong tendency to smaller factions is evident,
Leadership still is in the hands of the political bosses.

Current changes in the social organization of associations are
less responsive to external forces and depend more upon conditions
within the town and rural area. The associations, political organiza-
tions, and economic structures are closely related. Many of the
same people occupy prominent positions in all three. A pattern
of “sponsorship” of promising leaders by already prominent men was

found whereby a political boss may aid a younger man to start his
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business or become a leader in an association. The existing pattern
of oscillation of the elite fits with this pattern of sponsorship

and also with the pattern ot conflicting factions or subgroupse.
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ClLIT:R I

Developnent of the Iroblem, The present study attempts an

exploration of changing patterns of economic, political, and
associational structures ia a rural area of Truguay. Uruguay, one

of the smaller Latin American republics, is located between Argentina
to the west and Drazil to the north, while fronti.g on the ido de la
Plata to the south and thc Atlantic Cceaa to the east. The study
area is about fifty milcs north of the Uruguayan capitol, lantevideo,
in a region of small, mixed-crop farns,l The study area is bounded
by the political limits of the San Bautista Sec‘i:ion.2 There are

soiie 4,800 persons distributed over approximately 77 square miles,
dAbout three-fourths of the people reside in the open country.

In September of 1953, the investigator arrived in Uruguay to

wark for two years as rural sociologist with the Interamrican Institute

of Agricultural Scieances.” I!iis primary task was to collect basic in-
formation on tie socizl patteras among tie rurzl population, which
information was to be aiployed in the operation of an agricultiural

extension prosram., Tiis agricultural and rural homemdsin: extension

1Figures 2 and 3 provide maps by which to locate the arca.

2, .

See Fizwe 3,

3In Chapter VI wader the subheading "Imnlications of the Study

for Applied Social Science: The Case of *he Institute's pro ram,"
1s found a description of this organization.
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FIGURE 26 LOCATION OF U5 s TUDY ARTA
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In gencral, however, the iarm tamilies appear to ve located
with a strong tenaciousness to their neizhnorhood., Tais can be
inferred from the data ot Table I, Here it is seen that even

across generations there is residential stability of the population.

TABLE T.

YLACE CF PARCNT'S RioIDLNCE RELATIVE
TO PRESLNT RUSTOLNCE OF FARND TFAuILY

Place of Parent's Residence Frequency
Within the same paraje 33
In a neighvoring paraje 5
Farther away 3

Although al1 of the family heads of Table I are males, the residence
Pattern is not more patri-local then matri-local. There is a
collusion--both the husvand and the wite very trequently come from
the same rural neighborhood.5

In order to provide further assurance of this stability of
residence and to investigatc it over the life history of the farm-

family unit, Table II was constructed.

SWhen examining the recently recorded marriages in the office
of the local judge of San Bautista a rough count showed that well
OvVer half of all marriages were between nearby families. This came
3S Somewhat of a surprise to several informants who had noted the
more “spectacular" cases oi courtships which renuired the young man
t0 set out by bus or on horseback to make his weekly visit on a

Wday afternoon,



TABLE IT

FORTY-T: FARI=-FALILINS CLALSIFLLD BY LiNGIH OF
RisILNCE ON TiHe PRESIIT HOLDING

Years of Residence Frequency
on the Sane rarm

0 - 4 years S
S = 9 years 4
10 = 14 years 5
15 - 29 years 14
30 = more 14

Thus although the present rural population of the Section is a
relatively "recent' arrival it has become quite settled and appears,
as shall be seen later, to be attached to localities. Tne origin of
the town population appecars to be similar; in fact the surrounding
rural area probably constitutes the source of the town population,
Possibly a more important source than reproduction within the town
itself,

The Rural Population. The forty-one farm-family sample6 is the

basic group through whose characteristics it is proposed to view the
entire farm population of the District. Living on the forty-one
farms were found a total of 169 persons g7iving a persone-per=farm
ratio of about 4,12, The distribution of numver of persons per farm

is given in Table III.

6Sampling procedures and errors were discussed in Part II of
Chapter 1,
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TALLE IIT

TATMY AT T AT g3y A A AT et AT Ty e
TOIY =00 TARMSPNITLIES CLAGSTIT W &Y Nuwl 22 o
| e
CRSTUS LIVIYG CN T FAINT

i

Number of Persons

Living on {arm Fre-zuency
1 2
2 5
3 8
4 14
5 S
6 8
7 2
8 1

Thus the four-person farm-family unit is "typical." In the
great majority of cases the farn-family is the nuclear family. In
only 6 cases relatives other than parents and children irere living
on the iarri,

In the agze-scx pyranid of Tigure 4 the small size of the sample
is responsible to some unimowm extent for irregulsrities. Cne thing
appears rather clear--this is not the shape of a pyranid waich one
misht expect of a rural population in an "underdeveloped" country.
The pyramid of Figure 4 has 2 small base. The ratio of childien of
less than five years to 1,000 women twenty to forty-four years of
age was 333, while for the white rural population of the United
States in 1950 this ratio was 701,

The Town Popnlation. Turning now tc the tom population certain

comparisons with the rwral population are possible., TFortunztely the

Taculted de Arquitectura of the University of lMonteviieco had taken, in
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are 3.60 persons per howuse in Castellanos, this would add about 200
persons to the 793 ot the town of San Bautista and to the estimated
3,470 in the rural area--giving an overall estimate of 4,463 persons
within the boundaries of the Seccion Judicial de San 3autista.

Rural Settlement Pattern., In the open country portion of the

Section farm houses are dispersed, even to the extent of placing

the cluster of houses and outbuildings well within the holding.

This arrangement may have its explanation in the ease with which the
farmer can reach all of his fields, but it also reflects the lack of
importance of roads. In fact, the usual modes of otf-farm transport
suwch as horseback and horse-dréwn cart (Eﬁiﬁﬁﬁ) are largely independent
of elaborate roads. In general, the farm houses are separated, one
from another, by a walk of about 5 minutes.

In certain parajes (rural neighborhoods) farms are closer together,
notably in Puntas de Pando, where the sublivision of parent's holdings
among numerous sons and daughters has reduced the average farm size,

In other parajes they are further apart. In certain cases one may
find a cluster of five or six houses around a rural store which indi-
cates usﬁally that here there are part-time farmers who are occupied in
Some more specialized occupation (e.g., grain merchant, blacksmith, or
machinery specialist).

Recurrent Movement of the Rural Population. Covering tne countryside is

a network of roads, constructed (i.e., packed down) mainly by the traffic
they bear, with an occasional attempt to construct a drainage ditch along-
side. It would seem that a theory of "least resistance to physical movement"

could adequately explain this road system. There is considerable flexi=-



bility of routes due to weather conditions., If rain has not been
extensive one route (cressing snall arroyos or c2fiadas) is preferred,
while if it has been wet another is better, .dAnd if a b-idge becomes
dangerous it may be some tiie belore another is built, so tralfic
must f£ind another outlet. Shortcuts frequently follow routes within
holdinzs, across "private" pastures aund dowa "private" lanese
Associated with the "informality" of the road system are the
modes of transport used by rural families. In Talle I the relative
frequencies of motorized versus "blood tractioa" caa be apprecicted
in conjunction with some data on time -distance from the farm to <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>