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ABSTRACT

THE LIMITATIONS OF FREE BLACK COMMUNITIES AND POST-COLONIAL
NATIONALISM: A COMPARATIVE HISTORY OF THE RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
AND MONROVIA, LIBERIA BLACK COMMUNITIES, 1817-1870
By

John Wess Grant

This dissertation compares the socio-economic development of free
persons of colour in Richmond, Virginia and Monrovia, Liberia. Similar traditions
of intergenerational poverty developed in these communities due to their long-
standing connections with American slave systems. Early 19" century changes in
Virginia manumission law compelled Richmond free coloureds to engage in the
both expensive and time-consuming project of buying relatives out of bondage.
These free coloureds often formed “stranded families,” consisting of free
coloured and enslaved members, until the funds for family member purchases
could be raised. The logic that stranded families adopted, in relation to the
myriad of problems posed by slavery, prevented them form accumulating “real”
wealth and/or participating in the Liberian emigration movement. The impact of
the American interstate slave trade on Liberian population growth, the
commercial and agricultural sophistication of indigenous Africans, high settler
mortality rates, setters’ pre-emigrant status, and the orientation of the Liberian
economy precipitated a long tradition of poverty amidst Black settlers in
Monrovia. Both of these cases demonstrate that poverty in these communities

were more often the result of external as opposed to internal factors.
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Preface

Laws crafted to preserve slavery in the early 19" century U.S. limited the
political and socio-economic success of the free coloureds in Richmond, Virginia,
and wedded their community to a tradition of poverty that was reproduced in
Monrovia, Liberia. | defend this position by historicizing the development of the
free coloured urban communities in Richmond and Monrovia, 1817-1870.
Virginia’s restrictive Black Laws severely limited the opportunities of Richmond
free coloureds, while emigrants to Monrovia experienced fewer legal obstacles. A
comparison of these communities, linked by their participation in the American
Colonization Society's (ACS) African Colonization Movement (1817-1865), offers
a new historical foundation for examining the process of Black community
building and its struggle for recognition in broader societies. Moreover, this study
provides a micro examination of how free coloureds constructed urban
communities inside and outside of systems of political, economic, and legal
exclusion in the 19" century. | evaluate the rate of political and socio-economic
success in these communities by comparing White external legal influence with
intemal free Black community building variables such as the strength of their
religious/secular institutions, local economy, types of employment, and Black
opportunities to acquire, transfer, and capitalize on property across generations.
The purpose of this both timely and important project is to establish a foundation

for future comparative researches on the nature of trans-generational poverty in

vi



garly anc
problem t

le
one exam
movemen
tomgarse
shows tha
Sinicture,
Coloureds
P2 ACS ¢
Which the |
deve;»;ped
mhcrant

The»'Efcre_

ahema?l‘ve




early and late 19" century Black Diaspora communities, as it relates to the
problem transnational immigration.

| establish and defend the thesis posited above in five chapters. Chapter
one examines why free coloureds in Virginia were exposed to the expatriation
movement, orchestrated by the ACS and its auxiliary organizations. My
comparison of free coloured experiences in five New World slave societies
shows that the variables of timing, demography, economy, geography, military
structure, and montality helped create the unfavorable conditions Virginia free
coloureds lived under. Therefore, they were more susceptible to being drawn into
the ACS’ expatriation movement in the U.S. Chapter two describes the context in
which the Richmond free coloured community emerged. This community
developed in the midst of a society where the enslavement of Blacks became an
important instrument that White Virginia’s used to create freedom for themselves.
Therefore, the Richmond free coloured minority was compelled to create
alternative modes of freedom by establishing their own institutions and navigating
the complicated waters of manumission. Chapter three explains how Virginia
Black Laws spawned the creation of Black families composed of free coloreds
and slaves. The intemal logic of these stranded families helped to undemine the
Liberian emigration movement and spawned a culture of Black poverty in
Richmond. Chapter four describes the Black Manifest Destiny rhetoric White
supporters of the ACS in Richmond used to recruit free coloured emigrants. It
also discusses how Richmond’s stranded families, the growth of the interstate

slave trade (1830-1860), and Black Laws contributed to the failure of this
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recruitment strategy. Lastly, chapter five describes the West African milieu in
which the Monrovia Community took root, before examining how emigrants’ pre-
settler status, American slavery, high emigrant mortality rates, and the orientation

of the Liberian economy inhibited the development of this Black Diasporan city.
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Chapter 1

THE FREE COLORED'/ WHITE SLAVEHOLDER RELATIONSHIP: VIRGINIA
FREE COLOURED CONDITIONS IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

Introduction

The free coloured communities in 19th century Richmond, Virginia and
Monrovia, Liberia were the product of slave societies. It would thus be useful to
examine variables that influenced the orientation of the free coloured/White
slaveholder relationship in several slave societies. This comparative approach
serves as one way to explain the socio-economic outcomes of free coloured
communities in slave societies and generate answers to other questions related
to the development of the Richmond and Monrovia free coloured communities.
For example, what variables had the most influence on creating the conditions
experienced by free coloureds populations in New World slave societies?
Second, how did some free coloured populations come to enjoy higher levels of

class mobility and political influence, while others became increasingly more

' | do not use the term Free Coloured in the pejorative sense in this essay. | use it here and
elsewhere to describe the ambiguous political place persons labeled as such occupied within a
slave society. The dark color of their skin signified that they did not have the political prerogatives
of White male property holders, even if they were property holders themselves. Hence, color
precluded them from becoming liberal or “free” subjects in the classical sense. That was unless
they were able to reverse the demographic and military disadvantages that encouraged White
slaveholders to create these kinds of castes in the first place. This was achieved in some
Caribbean locations at the expense of dismantling the slave societies that endorsed the political
term of Free Coloured, although cultural notions of Free Colured identity survived the end of
slavery.
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socially and economically marginalized over time? Third, what was the
relationship between the marginalization of some free coloured populations and
their vulnerability to state sponsored expatriation movements?

This essay will address these and other questions by describing the
conditions free coloureds encountered in the Caribbean, Brazil, and Virginia.
Seven specific variables tended to distinguish the conditions that one free
coloured community encountered from those faced by another. Each of these
overlapping variables fell under three major categories: economic development,
demography, and security. The economic variables entailed the type of cash-
crops grown; the level of free colored commercial activity in rural areas; and the
access free coloureds had to cash-crop producing lands and slaves.
Demographic factors included enslaved, White, and free coloured mortality rates;
and the enforcement of race-based sexual regulatory laws. Last were the
security variables that involved the time and place of settlement; the frequency of
slave rebellions; and the level of free coloured military participation. These
variables will first be subjected to a conceptual analysis. | will then use Silvio
Duncan Baretta & John Markoff’s projection of the relationship between violence
monopolies and civilizations to enrich my analysis of the Brazilian, Jamaican, St.
Dominguean, Cuban, and Virginia slave societies. Five major conclusions have
been reached with the application of this two-pronged analytical approach. First,
slaveholders made more socio-economic concessions to free coloureds in slave
societies that bore two major features: high slave/White mortality rates and slave

majorities. Second, free coloureds that inhabited these societies were
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exponentially less likely to be drawn into state sponsored expatriation
movements than if they lived in places with the opposite demographic profile.
Third, slave societies that lacked the White majorities to enforce the law were
more likely to harbor economically powerful free coloured classes, who played a
leading role in colonial military forces. Military service was after all a way for free
coloureds to establish important social contacts needed to improve their socio-
economic status and prove their loyalty to the slave society. Fourth, slave
societies where slaveholders granted free coloureds appreciable levels of social
and economic privileges were more likely to self-destruct, because it became
nearly impossible for them to maintain the racialized social hierarchies upon
which these societies were based and the military allegiance of free coloureds at
the same time. Fifth, the destruction of a slave society was almost certain when it
harbored a slave majority and a free coloured class that was numerically,
militarily, and commercially competitive with White slaveholders. Each of these
conclusions suggests that free coloureds were a clear and present danger to the

legitimacy of most New World Slave Societies.

The Master/Slave and the Free Coloured/White Slaveholder Relationships
To put this whole discussion in comparative perspective, | address the
relationships that held slave societies together. Foremost among these was the
relationship between slaveholders and slaves. Recent interpretations in the
debate over the nature of the master/slave relationship have encouraged

scholars to incorporate the subject of free coloured/White slaveholder relations
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into the broader discussion on New World slave societies. Contemporary cuiture
and community studies on New World slavery? have done this by relegating the
idea of the slaveholder as an absolute ruler over his or her slaves to the catego;'y
of myth. Renewed interests in the subject of slave resistance, along with the
emphasis scholars have placed on the issues of culture, space, and time have
also contributed to a more nuanced description of the master/slave relationship.®
Previous descriptions of this relationship grew out of the Enlightenment
portrayal of history as a discernable phenomenon moving in a upward
progressive line, marked by successive stages of human social development
from a state of mystic superstition (or barbarism) to one of cognitive Truth (or
civilization). From this vantage point, early studies on slavery attributed any
changes within New World slave systems to impersonal politico-economic forces,

which were beyond the control of the people living in them. The late 20" century

2 Richard Price and Sidney Mintz, The Birth of African American Culture: An Anthropological
Perspective (Reprint: 1976: Boston, Beacon Press, 1992); Christopher Morris, “The Articulation of
Two Worlds: The Master-Slave Relationship Reconsidered,” The Journal of American History,
Vol. 85, No. 3. (Dec., 1998), pp. 982-1007; Eugene Genovese, Roll Jordan, Roll: The World the
Slaves Made (New York: Pantheon Books, 1974); John Blassingame, The Slave Community:
Plantation life in the Antebellum South (New York, Oxford University Press, 1972) and Slave
Testimony: Two Centuries of Letters, Speeches, Interviews, and Autobiographies (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1977) ; George P. Rawick, From Sundown to Sunup: The
Making of the Black Community (Westport, Conn., Greewood Pub. Co. 1972); Herbert Gutman,
The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom, 1750-1925 (New York: Pantheon Books, 1976);
Sterling Stuckey, Slave Culture: Nationalist Theory and the Foundations of Black America (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1987); Lawrence Levine, Black Culture and Black Consciousness:
Afro-American Folk Thought from Slavery to Freedom (New York: Oxford University Press, 1977);
Margaret Creel, A Peculiar People: Slave Religion and Community-Culture Among the Gullas
(New York: New York University Press, 1988); Michael Tadman, Speculators and Slaves:
Masters, Traders, and Slaves in the Old South (Madison, Wis.: University of Wisconsin Press,
1989); Walter Johnson, Soul by Soul : Life Inside The Antebellum Slave Market(Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1999).

3 CLR James, The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L'Ouverture and the San Domingo Revolution (New
York: Dial Press, 1938); Raymond A. Bauer & Alice H. Bauer, “Day to Day Resistance to

Slavery,” The Journal of Negro History, Vol. 27, No. 4 (Oct., 1942), 388-419; Herbert Aptheker,
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shift toward incorporating the conceptual trope of hqman agency into the study of
New World slave societies laid the groundwork for new interpretations of the
master/slave relationship. This relationship has recently been described as a
series of negotiations, wherein slaveholders made a range of concessions to
enslaved persons in exchange for their labor and overall cooperation. Indeed,
this negotiated relationship thesis has prompted changes in the content and
terminology used to describe the players in slave societies. It has also been
used to counter characterizations of slaves as mindless objects, who were
dominated by the will their owners. ®> As soothing as this new interpretation may
be to contemporary Liberal sensibilities, sponsored by modem day nationalist
promoters of cultural pluralism, this thesis has implied that planter organized
violence was secondary to the cultural and material issues that masters and
slaves came to an agreement on.® Therefore, the point of planters using

organized violence to extract the labor of several generations of enslaved

American Negro Slave Revolts (New York: Columbia University Press; London, P.S. King &
Staples, Ltd., 1943).

* Debra Gray White pushes this issue by recasting slaves as enslaved persons and masters as
slaveholders. Deborah Gray White, Arn’t | A Woman: Female Slaves in the Plantation South
(Reprint of 1985 edition: New York & London: W.W. Norton & Company, 1999).

® Ulrich Bonnell Phillips, American Negro Slavery; A Survey of the Supply, Employment and
Control of Negro Labor as Determined by the Plantation Regime (New York, London: D. Appleton

and Company, 1918); Stanley Elkins, Slavery; A Problem in American Institutional and Intellectual
Life (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1959); Robert William Fogel and Staniey Engerman,
Time on the Cross: The Economics of American Negro Slavery (Boston, Little, Brown, 1974).

¢ Ira Berlin, Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America
(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard University, 1998); Phillip Morgan, Slave
Counterpoint: Black Culture in the Eighteenth-Century Cheseapeake and Low Country (Chapel
Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, 1998).
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persons to power the commercial and cultural processes of the Atlantic World’
gets lost, especially in the North American colonial context.®

With the exception of Sally Hadden’s work on Slave Patrols (2001), the
most influential scholars working on English North American slavery have tended
to down play down the theme of planter organized violence in the history of New
World slave systems. This methodological approach has inadvertently hidden

other important relationships that were forged to hold slave societies together

” The Atlantic World signifies an international socio-political complex, which connected
commercial operations conducted in West Africa, Western Europe, South America, the
Caribbean, and North America. See Elizabeth Fox-Genovese and Eugene D. Genovese, Fruits of
Merchant Capital: Slavery and Bourgeois Property in the Rise and Expansion of Capitalism (New
York and Oxford, 1983), chapter 1; Phillip Curtin, The Rise and Fall of the Plantation Complex:
Essays in Atlantic History (Cambridge, Eng, and New York, 1990); and John Thorton, Second
Edition, Africa and Africans and the Making of the Atlantic World (Cambridge; New York:
Cambridge, University Press, 1998). Eric Williams and Robin Blackburn have written two of the
best comprehensive books detailing the enormous influence slavery had on the development of
the Modern Western Empires in the Atlantic World. See Williams, Capitalism & Slavery (Chapel
Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 1944); Blackburn, The Making of New World Slavery:
From the Baroqueto the Modern, 1492-1800 (London; New York, Verso, 1997). Texts that
recognize organized violence as a central theme of slavery include John Hope Franklin, The
Militant South, 1800-1861 (Cambridege, Mass.: Belknap of Harvard Press, 1956); Kenneth
Stampp, The Peculiar Institution: Slavery in the Antebellum South (New York: Knopf, 1956), see
chapter “to stand in fear”; Herbert Gutman & Ira Berlin, Power and Culture: Essays on the
American Working Class (New York: Pantheon Books, 1987); James Oakes, Slavery and
Freedom: An Interpretation of the Old South (New York & London: W.W. Norton, & Company,
1990); Loren Schweninger, “Slavery and Southern Violence: County Court Petitions and the
South’s Peculiar Institution,” The Journal of Negro History, Vol. 85, No. ¥z (Winter-Spring, 2000),

33-35; and Sally Hadden, Slave Patrols: Law and Violence in Virginia and the Carolinas
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2001). See also the work of Edward Ayers and

Phillip Schwartz; Edward Ayers, Vengeance and Justice: Crime and Punishment in the 19th
century American South (New York: Oxford University Press, 1984); Philip Schwarz, Twice

Condemned: Slaves and the Criminal Laws of Virginia, 1705-1865 (Union, N.J.: Lawbook
Exchange, 1998) & Slave Laws in Virginia (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1996); For
broad descriptions of the influence of slave plantations on the development of culture see Sidney
Mintz, Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History (New York: Penguin Books,
1985); and Antonio Benitez-Rojo, The Repeating Island: The Caribbean and the Postmodern
Perspective (Durham & London: Duke University Press, 1992), 3-5.

® This new way of interpreting the master/slave relationship is clearly an outgrowth of the ongoing
reaction to Stanley Elkin's assertion that planter violence operating in “closed” slave systems like
the ones in the U.S. created docile slaves. Raising planter violence as a central issue meant that
one had to characterize slaves as mentally deficient “Sambos” at the same time. In spite of the
fact that North American colonial historians have steered us away from the myth of North
American slave societies being “closed societies,” the aversion to incorporating planter-organized
violence into the comprehensive histories of North American slave societies has persisted.
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from the view of laymen observers. Among these were the relationships between
free coloureds and White slaveholders, slaves, and non-slaveholding Whites,
non-slaveholding Whites and slaves, and slave holding free coloureds and White
slaveholders. Also unexplored were relationships between slaveholding free
coloureds and non-slave holding Whites. The list of relational combinations
grows longer if one integrates the analytic variables of gender and ethnicity.
Weaving this multitude of relationships into the histories of New World slave
societies would provide us with a deeper understanding of the high level of
cultural sophistication needed to keep these violent societies together. In the
following discussion, | focus concerted attention on the relationship between free
coloureds and White slaveholders.

The master/slave relationship has received more comprehensive
treatment than the relationship between free coloureds and White slaveholders,’®
but the latter was often as significant in preserving New World slave societies as
the former. Although this trend undoubtedly reflects the dominant role slaves and
White slaveholders played in the maintenance of Atlantic World plantation
economies, free coloureds were often central players this business as well.
Scholars have long recognized free coloured/White slave holder relations as an
issue that influenced the formation of families, manumission rules, and defense

forces used to guard slave societies against slave rebellions and foreign

® David Cohen & Jack Greene, Neither Slave Nor Free: The Freedmen of African Desecent in the
Slave Societies of the New World (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1972); Jane
Landers, Against the Odds: Free Blacks in the Slave Societies of the Americas (London:
Portland, Ore.: Frank Cass, 1996); David Barry Gaspar and Darlene Clark Hine, et al., Beyond
Bondage: Free Women of Color in the Americas (Urbana: University of lllinois Press, 2004).
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invasions. Discussions on how free coloureds used their place in these security
forces to enhance their own socio-economic mobility within a slave society are
less developed. The act in itself of free coloureds being employed by Whites to
suppress slave rebellions revealed the limits of planter power.'® Therefore, the
issues of mobilizing reliable security forces, slave rebellions, and free coloured
socio-economic mobility were often linked. For example, free coloured soldiers
in Jamaica, St. Domingue, and Brazil became major players in their slave
societies’ social and economic orders during the late 18" and early 19"
centuries, while less military oriented free coloureds in Virginia and Cuba were
recruited to participate in state sponsored deportat'ion movements.'' An
examination of how free coloureds helped guard these slave societies from
intemal and external enemies does explain how slaveholders in Virginia were
able to weaken the bonds between themselves and free coloureds, an act that
contributed to the growth of the Richmond and Monrovia free coloured

communities. Chapters two three, and five show that although free persons of

19 See John Garrigus, Before Haiti: Race and Ctizenship in French Saint-Domingue (New York :
Palgrave Macmillan, 2006); Stewart King, Blue Coat or Powdered Wig : Free People of Color in
Pre-Revolutionary Saint Domingue (Athens : University of Georgia Press, c2001); Ira Berlin,

Slaves Without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antebellum South (New York: The New Press,
1974), pp. 124.

"! The deportation movement in the U.S. was directed by the American Colonization Society,
while the one in Cuba was carried out by the Captain-General’s office. The movement in the
United States was much more comprehensive in its scope than the one in Cuba. The one in Cuba
sought to expel all free coloureds that had entered the colony from other places. Furthermore,
free coloureds who had left Cuba were not permitted to return. As in Virginia and other Southern
States, new manumittees were supposed to leave Cuba after they had been liberated, unless
they could prove that they had an important trade, were married, had children, and had
accumulated as least “30K pesos.” See Gwendlyn Mildo Hall, Social Control in Slave Plantation
Societies: A Comparison of St. Domingue and Cuba (Reprint: 1971: Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 1996), 130-131; Early Lee Fox, The American Colonization Society, 1817-
1840 (Baltimore, 1919); P. J. Staudenraus, The African Colonization Movement, 1817-1865 (New
York, 1961).
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colour in Richmond and Monrovia were separated by thousands of miles of
ocean, both groups mounted similar community building attempts that were
wedded to New World slave societies and the relationships between free
coloureds and White slave holders in them. Free coloreds in Richmond struggled
to forge community in a rapidly industrializing Virginia City, while the Blacks in
the West African colony of Liberia depended on emigrants supplied by American
slave societies to build their community at Monrovia.

Free coloured participation in slave society militias and police forces
corresponded with the level of White planters’ security demands. Foreign
invasions and incidents of slave resistance such as insurrections, acts of
sabotage, and conspiracies were among planters’ major security concems. They
responded to these issues by forming militias and police forces assigned to the
task of monitoring subversive slave activity, so planters themselves could
concentrate on expanding the geographic reach and economic profit of their own
plantation enterprises. There was after all no guarantee of stability in the high
stakes business of slave plantation agriculture. Aside from problems such as
pests, droughts, and fires, a successful slave revolt could render useless all of
the time, money, and energy planters invested in converting slave labor into
wealth. Without this wealth it would have been nearly impossible for many White
males to establish the patriarchal families they held dear. It was from this wealth
that White patriarchs derived their power to persuade their dependents (i.e. wife,
children, and slaves) to observe the race and gender norms these families used

to distinguish their class position from those assumed by other groups in the
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society.'? Formulating reliable procedures to guard and increase the wealth of
these families thus became one of the obsessions of slave holding patriarchs.
This entailed making arrangements for the smooth transfer of wealth from one
generation of patriarchs to the next, while insisting that their spouses and
children adhere to socially prescribed race, class, and gender norms parallel to
the roles they were supposed to play in their families and in a slave society.
Meanwhile, the subordinate labor position of female and male slaves required
them to observe alterate gender roles of their own creation, or dictated to them
within the households of slaveholding patriarchs.'® Seizing control over public |
violence was the first step in creating this kind of sécial order. This meant that
planters and the state agencies they established had to have the final say on
how and when violence was exercised in the territories they claimed sovereignty

over.
Violence Monopolies and Slave Societies

Many of the writings on New World slavery prior to the 1960s and 1970s
do not incorporate discussions of how race and class influenced the formation of
planter violence monopolies. Culture and community scholars of the latter
generation have taught us much about slave families, communities, agricultural

expertise, underground trade networks, and religion, but they remain silent on the

'2 Brenda Stevenson, Life in Black and White: Family and Community in the Slave South (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1996), Chapter 1; Christine Daniels and Michael V. Kennedy,
editors, Over the Threshold : Intimate Violence in Early America (New York : Routledge, 1999)
268-286.

" Hazel Carby, Reconstructing Womanhood: The Emergence of the Afro-American Woman
Novelist (New York & London: Oxford University Press, 1987), chapter 2.
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issue of planter violence. One way to approach this'issue would be to take at
face value the writings of some planters such as George Fitzhugh who claimed to
be the architects of slave labor systems that did not require the use of violent
tactics.'* Various episodes and varieties of slave resistance in North America and
the Caribbean did however indicate that violence monopolies were needed to
keep slaves enslaved.'® Michael Craton described the different levels of violence
slaves used to resist planter regimes in the British West Indies, but he was silent
on the issue of planter counter measures. David Geggus’ investigation of
Jamaican slave responses to the St. Dominguean slave rebellion offers a more
balanced view of the interplay of slave and planter violence in a slave society.

His findings imply that the planter violence monopoly in Jamaica was a shared
enterprise, wherein White metropolitan regulars and free coloureds were
employed to prevent a resurgent Maroon threat and a St. Domingue styled slave
rebellion from occurring there. The interactions between Jamaican free coloureds
and White slaveholding authorities in this context demonstrate how the former
could use the security vulnerabilities of a slave society to enhance their level of
socio-economic mobility. For example, White Jamaican planters’ need for free
coloured military support in the Second Maroon War (1795) compelled the former
to grant free coloureds the right to testify against Whites in court. Meanwhile,
slaveholders in Jamaica protected themselves from potential slave uprisings in

their costal areas by paying White metropolitan regulars. Without the White

'* Alan Gallay, editor, Voices of the Old South: Eyewitness Accounts, 1528-1861 (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 1994), 391-404.
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regulars, they would have had to depend more on free coloureds for military
support than they already did. The consequences of an increased military
dependency on free coloureds would have meant surrendering more civiq
privileges to them—privileges that might have compromised the integrity of the
Jamaica'’s racial hierarchy. Geggus’' example also implies that every time White
slaveholders solicited military support from free coloureds they moved one step
closer to bargaining away Whites’ near exclusive right to accumulate slave
plantation property and the enormous wealth advantage that came with this right.
Keeping the parts of a shared violence monopoly together was thus a tricky
business in places like Jamaica, because it gave frée coloureds the opportunity
to advance their socio-economic position as a result of the constant pressure
placed on these systems by enslaved majorities. Consequently, full access to
military participation became an important socio-economic bargaining chip for
free coloreds; that was if the right conditions existed for them to acquire and
capitalize on this powerful bargaining issue. Even though White slaveholders
were often aware of this danger, especially in the wake the St. Domingue slave
rebellion (1791), they often could not avoid sacrificing civic privileges to free
coloureds and simultaneously handle the massive security problems that
accompanied the management of societies charged with the responsibility of
containing slave majorities.

Military service alone was not a pancea for free coloureds hoping to

elevate their status in slave societies. There was instead a range of overlapping

15Sylvia Frey, Water From the Rock: Black Resistance in a Revolutionary Age (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 1991).
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variables that determined their socio-economic outcomes. These were the timing
of settiement, the type of cash-crops grown, the mortality rates of the slave,
White, and free coloured populations, the frequency of slave rebellions, the
enforcement of race based sexual regulatory laws, the level of free colored rural
commercial activity, the access free coloureds had to cash-crop producing land
and slaves, and the presence of slave majorities. Free coloureds able to
establish themselves as independent farmers in rural areas before White owned
slave plantations dominated the land were in the best position to boost their
socio-economic standing in a slave society. Furthermore, free coloureds living in
slave societies composed of slave majorities and non-reproducing White
minorities were far more likely to achieve this end than free coloureds living in
slave societies with naturally reproducing White populations and majority or
minority slave populations. Slave societies with naturally reproducing White male
populations were able to meet their security needs, while other slave societies
had to depend on the assistance of free coloureds.

To maintain the racially stratified orientation of a slave society White
slaveholders had to limit the socio-economic mobility of free coloureds, without
reducing it to the point where free coloureds would be unwilling to help protect
the society. Limiting the number of avenues that slaves could use to move into
the ranks of free coloureds thus became one of White planters’ top priorities. This
entailed drafting laws designed to constrain inter-racial sexual relationships, free
coloured military participation, the reach of manumission by last will and

testament, deeds of emancipation, and acts of self-purchase. When most or all of
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these manumission avenues were left open, free coloured populations tended to
increase rapidly and challenge the numerical supremacy of coexisting White
populations. It was therefore dangerous for White authorities to leave all qf these
manumission channels open and expect racial identities to have any real
relevance in the context of a slave society. However, in many cases these White
authorities did not have much of a choice. Closing most or all of the avenues to
manumission in certain situations could undermine the safety and commercial
productivity of a slave society, especially in places where White slaveholders
simply did not have enough White manpower to meet the security or subsidiary
commercial needs of a colony. Some White slavehblders in this position resorted
to enacting policies that limited free coloured access to productive property and
leadership positions in colonial militias—a course of action adopted by planters in
English Jamaica and Spanish Cuba. St. Dominguean and Brazilian planters’
heavy reliance on free coloured soldiers dissuaded them from enacting similar
policies. Inter-colonial warfare, endemic disease, and frequent slave rebellions in
their 18™ century histories persuaded St. Dominguean and Brazilian planters to
adopt this lenient position as well. Cuba'’s late bloomer status as slave society in
the 19™ century and Virginia’s greatly reduced level of exposure to these kinds of
problems in the late 17" and 18™ centuries, left planters in these societies with
the option of placing stricter limits on manumission and free coloured access to
productive property. If we were to stop our analysis here, it would seem that all
slaves and free coloureds had to do was wait for manmade or natural disasters

to occur in order to improve their socio-economic position within any given slave
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society. As coherent as this proposition seems, it does not fully explain why the
level of free coloured socio-economic mobility increased, decreased, or
stagnated in different slave societies over time. For this reason we must now tum

to the problem of slave societies’ demographic composition.

Slave Society Demography and Free Coloureds

The demographic composition of the slave societies under review cannot
be understood apart from the issues of endemic diseases, intercolonial warfare,
the type of crops produced, and the level of free coloured allegiance to White
slave holding classes. Three trends were reflected in the demographic make up
of North American, Caribbean, and Brazilian slave societies. With the exception
of Cuba, Caribbean slave societies consisted of slave majorities, non-naturally
reproducing White minorities, and naturally reproducing free coloured minorities.
This was a common demographic feature of slave societies committed to the
capital/labor intensive business of sugar production. Slave societies that were not
continuously involved in sugar production tended to follow a different
demographic path. Fore example, Brazilian commerce changed from sugar to
mining to coffee and sugar over the course of its colonial (1500-1821) and
independence (1822-) histories. Brazil's demography thus consisted of a free
coloured maijority, a substantial slave minority, and a White minority. Lastly, the
slave societies in British North America cultivated crops that were far less capital
and labor intensive than the sugar produced in Brazil and the Caribbean. The

demography of these slave societies tended more to consist of naturally
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reproducing slave minorities or majorities, White minorities or majorities, and free
coloured minorities. Endemic diseases, intercolonial warfare, and the ambitions a
few White men that tried to monopolize the majority of land also contributed to
the unfavorable demographic situation for White planters in the Caribbean and
Brazil. Free coloureds in these places, as opposed to those in North America,
were more likely to defend the “right” of property in slaves for two reasons:
disproportional White male-to-female sex ratios, and various security
weaknesses put free coloureds in a better position to make socio-economic gains
by establishing family ties with affluent Whites or serving in the military. Free
coloured support for slave regimes became even rﬁore pronounced when White
slaveholders expanded their territorial domains slower than free coloureds
acquired productive property and increased the size of their populations. On the
other hand, free coloureds living in slave societies with naturally reproducing
White populations and slave minorities were more resistant to the idea of
propenty rights in slaves, because they had fewer opportunities to increase their
influence over colonial military affairs, augment the size of their populations, and
acquire productive property in land and slaves faster than Whites in places like
Virginia and Cuba. Free coloureds in Cuba and Virginia therefore had to wait for
White majorities to realize that they could no longer reconcile their pursuit of
material independence with the idea of property rights in slaves. Conflicts that
ensued between free soil and slave soil advocates could then be used by free
coloureds to advance their own socio-economic interests. These wars did not

however go so far as to discard the racial hierarchies that existed under slavery.
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For example, Cuban coffee planters joined forces vyith slaves and free coloureds
in the “Ten Years War” (1868-1878), while advocates of Free Soil Republicanism
waged war with Democratic slavocrats over the type of labor that would be used
in newly acquired U.S. imperial territories (1850-1865). The conflict in Cuba
continued to play out in two other wars that were slow to combine the notions of
anti-racism and anti-colonialism, while the Northern architects of the American
Civil War were only willing to train Black troops to defend the ideals of White Free
Soil Republicanism.'® These Free Soil supporters of federal Union in the U.S.
never inserted an anti-racist plank into their Reconstruction program, because
the cultural legitimacy of American nationalism had become bound to ideological
racism.'” This proved to be disastrous for the descendants of pre-emancipation
free coloureds and post-emancipation freedmen who did not possess the capital
to avoid from sliding into a new system of wage slavery.'®

The integrity of the free coloured/White slaveholder relationships in Brazil,
St. Domingue, and Jamaica were wholly different from the ones in Cuba and
Virginia. Indeed, the orientation of these relationships contradicted the
ethnocentric logic posited in Frank Tannenbaum’s Slave and Citizen (1946).

According to Tannenbaum’s logic, the relationship between free coloureds and

' Rebecca Scott, Slave Emancipation in Cuba: The Transition to Free Labor, 1869-1899
(Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 1985); Ada Ferrer, Insurgent Cuba: Race, Nation, and

Revolution, 1868-1898(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999); Eric Foner, Free
Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party Before The Civil War (Oxford:
New York: Oxford University Press, 1995); James Huston, Calculating the Value of the Union:

Slavery, Property Rights, and the Economic Origins of the Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 2003).

' See Chapter 2, fn. # 7.
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White slaveholders should have been more similar amongst Anglo colonies (i.e.

Jamaica and Virginia) than between Latin (i.e. St. Domingue, Brazil, and Cuba)

and Anglo colonies, because Anglo and Latin jurists held different positions on

how masters should treat their slaves. If this were true, free coloured populations

in the Latin colonies such as those in Cuba, Brazil, and St. Domingue should

have played host to proportionally larger free coloured populations than those in

Jamaica and Virginia. Virginia satisfies the standards of Tannanbaumian logic,

but Jamaica does not. Indeed, Jamaica was more similar to Brazil in that the

free coloured populations in these slave societies grew to be proportionally larger

than the White populations by the 1820s.

Table 1

Brazilian Free Coloureds

1805
78035
92049
48139

24997

1808
106684
129656
47937

15737

153759 163784 133035

Ethnic
Category 1786
Whites 65664
Free Mulattoes

80309
Free Blacks

42739
Slave Mulattoes

20376
Black Slaves
Totals

362847 407004 433049

1821
136,693
152,921

53,719
22,788
148,416

514,537

Source: A.J.R. Russell, “"Colonial Brazil," in David Cohen & Jack
Greene, editors, Neither Slave Nor Free (Baltimore and London,

1972), 97.

'® See Roger Ransom & Richard Sutch, One Kind of Freedom: The Economic Consequences of
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Jamaica'’s free coloured population was also proportionally larger than those in
French St. Domingue and Spanish Cuba. Hence the moral and legal institutions
Europeans brought with them to their New World slave colonies had less of an
influence on how fast free coloured populations grew compared to other factors.
For example, planters needed as much slave labor as possible to meet the
demands of the consumers buying their crops, and enough free coloured military
support to suppress subversive slave activity” in places where Whites were
frequently unavailable for military service. Protestant or Catholic Christian ethics
were thus discarded or modified to aid planters in their attempts to satisfy these
needs, not the other way around. In the mean time free coloureds were often
involved in providing planters with the muscle they needed to enforce the laws
and codes of ethics they actually honored when imperial measures conflicted
with their interests.

“As much as colonial authorities would have liked to meet their security
needs with Whites only, high White immigrant death rates, imperial warfare,
episodes of slave violence, and absenteeism precluded this type of policy in
many slave societies. For example, free coloureds in Jamaica, Brazil, and St.

Domingue played a leading role in these slave societies’ armed forces.'®

Emancipation (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2004).

* The logical conclusion of such activity was outright revolt. But slaveholders were concerned with
corralling lower levels of subversive behavior (i.e. petit maroonage), before slaves had the
opportunity to escalate it to the stage of open revolt.

'9 Gad J. Heuman, Between Black and White: Race, Politics and Free Coloureds in Jamaica,
1792-1865 (Westport, Conn. : Greenwood Press, 1981), 7; A.J.R. Russell, "Colonial Brazil," in
David Cohen & Jack Greene, editors, Neither Slave Nor Free: The Freedmen of African Descent
in the Slave Socities of New World(Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins University Press,
1972), 97.
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Regulating public violence was no less a problem in the Virginia and Cuban 'slave
societies, but a key demographic feature set these slave societies apart from
those in Brazil, Jamaica, and St. Domingue. Virginia and Cuba were slave
societies that harbored naturally reproducing White populations. Therefore, the
police and military forces in these colonies consisted primarily of White recruits.
Notions of White cultural superiority were thus more easily enforced in these
places. If large numbers of free coloureds had been involved in these security
agencies, notions of White supremacy would have been less sustainable. In
addition, the White-Creole?® populations in Virginia and Cuba outnumbered that
of free coloureds and slaves. |

The demography of Virginia and Cuba in fact helped revolutionize the free
coloured/White slaveholder relationship in these places compared to the pre-
existing ones in Caribbean and Brazilian slave societies. This trend was revealed
by White slaveholders depending less on free coloureds for defense in Virginia
and Cuba than in Jamaica, St. Domingue, and Brazil. Virginia'’s demographic
history was by far the most unique of the five colonies. Virginians drew the bulk
of their defense support from White males early on, because Euro-ethnic
indentures and English planters were in the majority. By the time Virginia planters
switched from indentured servitude to slave labor at the end of the 17 century,
there were enough White women immune to endemic diseases to birth enough
White males needed to fill the ranks of the Commonwealth’s militias. Meanwhile,

the English colonists dealt with the problem of runaways by establishing treaties
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with native tribes living on the Commonwealth’s western and southeastem
peripheries. A Black military culture therefore never really developed in colonial
Virginia, as was the case in the other four colonies reviewed here. Aithough
White Spanish regulars dominated the military forces in Cuba by the early 19"
century, Cuban free coloureds had already established a strong military tradition
two centuries earlier. White authorities tried to ban the coloured militias in Cuba
(1844) in the wake of the Conspiracy of the Ladder, but threats made by U.S.
imperialists and local independistas prompted the Crown to resurrect them. This
is one of many examples showing how external or intemal pressures imposed on
a slave society could convince White colonial officials to bargain with free
coloureds for the sake of holding a slave society together.?'

Still, the presence of White majorities in colonial Virginia and Cuba placed
them in a better position to impose their ideas about race on all persons of color,
whether they were slaves or free persons of color. Cuban free coloureds’ long
tradition of military service to the colony gave them a slight advantage over free
coloureds in Virginia, who were unable to create a similar custom. Reliance on
free coloureds for military support in the 17" and 18" centuries and planter
reactions to the unfolding Haitian Revolution explains this result in Cuba. Cuban
free coloureds used this time to establish a military culture strong enough to
resist attempts made by a new class of White-Creole Cuban slaveholders to

repress it. White Cuban slaveholders did, however, succeed in preventing the

% Creoles were persons born in the colonies, as opposed to persons born in Old World countries
in the Eastern Hemisphere.
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free coloured minority from taking the next logical step in their socio-economic
lives, which was to become independent property owners. They accomplished
this by effectively occupying the majority of the islands’ productive lands as Cuba
made the transition from military outpost to slave society. Virginia’s free coloured
population grew rapidly in late 18" and early 19" century, but this demographic
event occurred much too late to counter White slave plantation expansion into
the colony’s western Piedmont region. Virginia free coloureds were thus more
likely to scratch out a subsistent living in vast rural areas where their population
densities were fragmented and weak, or migrate to the cities to find work and
shelter.?2 |

The lives of free coloureds in Virginia cities bore many of the same
characteristics as free coloured groups in the Caribbean, although intemnal free
coloured class divisions were more prevalent in the latter location. Because
slaves dominated labor forces in rural areas, free coloureds often sought wage
employment in cities. A large segment of urban populations in the Caribbean
were children of White men and Black women, but these biracial residents were
rarely members of free coloured elite families who had access to formal
educations and/or generous propenrty inheritances. Most free coloureds in the
Caribbean were therefore more likely to interact with Afro-Creole slaves than

Whites in much the same way that Virginia free coloureds interacted with Afro-

2! Gwendlyn Mildo Hall, Social Control in Slave Plantation Societies: A Comparison of St.
Domingue and Cuba (Reprint: 1971:Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1996), 118,
150.
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Creole slaves in its cities. Virginia and Caribbean free coloureds diverged on the
issue of group politics as well. Caribbean free coloureds were far more divided
than free coloureds residing in Virginia's Tidewater cities. For example, there
were influential factions led by persons like Julian Raimond in St. Domingue and
John Campbell in Jamaica who wished to attain full civic privileges and preserve
slavery, while others were more anxious to see the death of the institution.?®
Class divisions thus existed within the ranks of free coloureds and between free
coloureds and slaves—a problem that proved to be a disaster for all persons of
colour in Jamaica when its emancipation period began. 2* The cultural
associations of racism discussed below were however more instrumental in
creating these class rifts between slaves and free coloureds, and free coloureds
and free coloureds by binding the legal concepts of color and civic privilege

together.

The primacy and the socio-economic problem of color in slave societies

2 Armold Sio, “Marginality and Free Coloured Identity in Caribbean Slave Society,” Slavery and
Abolition, Vol. 8, issue 2 (September, 1987); 166-182.

2 Gad Heuman, “White Over Brown Over Black: The Free Coloureds in Jamaican Society During
Slavery and After Emancipation,” Journal of Caribbean History, Vol. 14, 1981. | use the term
“policy” in conjunction with the word Emancipation here, because it is important to understand
that the notion of codified Emancipation and Freedom were not one and the same. Freedom was
and is a historical process of struggle between groups of persons trying to implement their own
ideas about what they think it means in the societies in which they live. Thomas Holt, The
Problem of Freedom: Race, Labor, and Politics in Jamaica and Britain, 1832-1938 (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, c1992), chapters 1-2; Frederick Cooper, Thomas C. Holt, and
Rebecca J. Scott, Beyond Slavery : Explorations of Race, Labor, and Citizenship In
Postemancipation Societies (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, c2000).
Emancipation is an imperial term that implies that a state has the right to both enslave and free
persons. Suzanne Miers and Richard Roberts demonstrate how the term is manipulated to foster
imperial colonies in Africa in much the same way that it was used to transform slaves into
peasant labor forces in the Americas. Miers and Roberts, The End of Slavery in Africa
(Madison,Wisiconsin: University of Wisconsin Press, ¢1988), introduction.
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Free coloureds were the physical embodiment of where the ideologicél
fault lines of racism fell in slave societies. Combinations of the term color (i.e.
black, pardo, moreno, mulatto, quadroon, octoroon, terceron, cuarteron, or
mestizo) with colonial legal concepts of freedom served as a way to mark the
civic disabilities of persons bearing these labels in slave societies. Family
connections, wealth, formal education, military service, and Christian conversion
were all secondary to color in determining the arrangement of slave society
hierarchies. For example, there were free coloureds that owned land and slaves
for commercial purposes, but the political imperative of White planters to
maintain racial hierarchies overrode the mutual claés interests of White and free
coloured slaveholders. Planters established the foundation for these racial
hierarchies by limiting mainstream political participation to Whites. White planters
then used these hierarchies to secure political prerogatives for themselves, deny
the same to the enslaved, and assign free coloureds to the category of political
outsider.

Under these conditions, it would appear that free coloureds were “Neither
Slave Nor Free.” However, if we recognize freedom as an idea wedded to an
ongoing historical process that involves different groups trying to implement what
they think it means in particular places and at particular times, our discussion
must turn to the issue of how coercive power was used to establish the terms of
freedom in slave societies. Varying degrees of police/military power had to be
imposed on the everyday lives of groups marked with the labels free colored,

slave, and White. Otherwise, these identity tropes would have lost their meaning
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as social demarcating devices in slave societies. Key to this whole process of
identity making was the legal transformation of the female womb into a mediator
of class distinction and racial classification. Strictly speaking, slave society
governments recognized the color and class of mothers to be commensurate
with the color and class of their children. Although this policy was less beneficial
to planters in the Caribbean and Brazil than those in North America, it did prevent
many people from using an interracial sexual relationship to escape chattel
bondage. For example, the children of White men and enslaved black women
were not automatically free at birth.

Color in this sense was not a paltry expression of impotent prejudices.
Instead, it was a form of property®® that had a tremendous influence on the level
of socio-economic mobility and political power a person could expect to access in
any given slave society. Recognizing color as a form of property explains why the
political prerogatives assigned or withheld from persons with White skin or dark
skin had to be guarded at all costs. For example, White planters in post-Seven
Years War St. Domingue tried to restrict the number of socio-economic privileges
allotted to its highly mobile free coloured caste and tax the practice of
manumission out of existence, even though free coloreds were their most
important source of defense against slave rebellions, maroons, and foreign
invasion.?® These legal maneuvers reflected the attempts made by slave society

officials to protect the property of Whiteness from which most privileges

2 Cheryl I. Harris, “Whiteness as Property,” Harvard Law Review, Vol. 106, June 1993, No. 8;
1720-1769.
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associated with high-end wealth accumulation enterprises (i.e. sugar plantafions)
and political prestige emanated. We might also add that the property of
Whiteness influenced one’s level of access to affluent marriage partners, .credit,
arms, land, slaves, and judicial recognition. White colonial authorities thus made
it a priority to close as many of these privileges off to free coloureds as possible,
in order to fix certain racist cultural associations upon the public mind of slave
societies. Among these were dark skin and physical weakness, White skin and
physical strength, White skin and political potency, dark skin and political
impotence, White skin and material prosperity, dark skin and material poverty,
White skin and intellectual superiority, dark skin aﬁd intellectual inferiority, dark
skin and moral depravity, and White skin and moral rightness.

Scholars have discussed how planters used slave codes and black laws to
maintain these cultural associations, by ebbing the flow of civic privileges to
enslaved and free coloured persons. High White immigrant death rates and
frequent episodes of slave unrest could however corrupt the everyday relevance
of these cultural associations by providing free coloureds with the opportunity to
level physical critiques against them. For example, a large number of free
coloureds living under these conditions had maintained several generations of
family outside of servitude, proven themselves in armed conflict, accumulated
wealth, acquired formal education, and established long traditions of faithfulness
to Judeo-Christian values. As more and more free coloureds experienced

success in these areas, the less tenable the whole idea of racial hierarchy

% | aurent DuBois, Avengers of the New World: The Story of the Haitian Revolution (Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2004), chapter 3.
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became. To compensate for this credibility gap in some of the most volatile slave
societies, a select number of free coloureds were secretly admitted into White
society.""’ This strategy took pressure off the slave system by increasing the
number of White allies in places where their numbers were few and strengthened
the public presentation of cultural norms that informed racial hierarchies. Another
strategy used by White planters was to make it extremely difficult for free
coloureds to acquire as much productive property as Whites. Land tenure laws in
Cuba and Jamaica were extremely successful in achieving this end. White
authorities in St. Domingue and Brazil, who depended more on free coloreds to
meet their security and subsidiary commercial needs avoided implementing
similar policies. Jamaican planters had a leg up on those in St. Domingue and
Brazil in that they were able to balance free coloured troop support with that of
White regulars, but the fact that Jamaican planters had to rely on free coloured
troops at all still opened up opportunities for Jamaican free coloureds to seize
socio-economic privileges unbeknownst to free coloureds in Cuba and Virginia.
This partially explains why racial identities in Brazil, St. Domingue, and Jamaica
were persistently more tri-partite than those in Cuba and Virginia. St.
Dominguean Whites tried to implement a more rigid system of racial ordering, by
using the public media to depict free coloured women as greedy arbiters who
used their intoxicating sexual powers to separate naive White men from their

fortunes, but the high degree of free coloured female competency in property

% Mavis Christine Campbell, The Dynamics of Change in a Slave Society: A Sociopolitical

History of the Free Coloreds of Jamaica, 1800-1865 (Rutherford [N.J.] : Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press, c1976).
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management and St. Domingue’s long tradition of miscegenation and inter-récial
marriage became a potent counterpoint to this propaganda.?®

Because racialized cultural associations had their limits, it was never
enough to label persons as White, free colored, or slave. Rather, the
entrenchment of color as a social organizing instrument required those seeking
power in slave societies to coordinate their public violence regulatory systems
(i.e. militias) with the implementation of specific cultural norms and reliable ways
of producing enough wealth to patronize these nomms for generations. If one of
these methods of socializing a population was ever compromised, the system
was likely to collapse. In regard to the New World élave societies under review,
color was the point around which public violence regulatory systems were
organized, and it served as a benchmark for cultural cohesion. Furthermore,
when violence was combined with the commercial use of slave labor it had
consistently proven to be a reliable way to accumulate wealth. Of the three,
White planter attempts to exercise a monopoly over public violence in these
systems was the most significant. The process of establishing in-group versus
out-group behavioral (or cultural) norms in the society would have been
impossible without controlling public violence first. Moreover, whole economies
based on slave labor would have devolved before they had the chance to
become self-sustaining culturo-economic systems. One such incident of slave

society devolution occurred in Louisiana (1729). An alliance of native majorities

%8 John D. Garrigus, “Redrawing the Colour Line: Gender in the Social Construction of Race in
Pre-Revolutionary Haiti,” Journal of Caribbean History, vol. 30 (1 & 2), October 1996; 29-50.
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living on the colony’s periphery joined forces with enslaved Africans to end the

advance of French sugar plantations in this region.?

Baretta, Markoff, Slave Societies and Violence Monopolies

A violence monopoly is a security mechanism used to create and maintain
human societies by stabilizing public violence within a social context long enough
for cultural norms distinguishing civilization from barbarism to be implemented
and reinforced over the course of several generations. From this vantage point,
Silvio R. Duncan Baretta and John Markoff, describe civilization as a political
space controlled by persons able to effectively monopolize violence in that
space. Furthermore, it is only when a single “protection racket” supplants other
forms of public violence that social norms can be implemented that distinguish
those exercised by an in group (or the civilized) from those practiced by an out

group (or barbarians).*

The identity of barbarians in this social framework is
informed by their experience in what Baretta and Markoff call the frontier or a

space where no single group controls violence. Frederick Jackson Tumer and

% Gwendyin Mildo Hall, Africans in Colonial Louisiana: The Development of Afro-Creole Culture
in the Eighteenth Century (Baton Rouge: Louisiana University Press, 1992),chapter 4; Daniel
Usner, Indians, Settlers, and Slaves in a Frontier Exchange Economy : The Lower Mississippi
Valley Before 1783 (Published for the Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia, by the University of North Carolina Press) 67-75.

% Silvio R. Duncan Baretta & John Markoff, “Civilization and Barbarism: Cattle Frontiers in Latin
America,” Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol. 20, No. 4 (October 1978); See Lane’
essays in Venice and History (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1966). They are “ National
Wealth and Protection Costs, The Economic Meaning of War and Protection, Force and
Enterprise in the Creation of Oceanic Commerce, and Economic Consequences of Organized
Violence.”

(7]
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Vasily Osipovich Kliuchevsky offered similar descriptions of frontier.>' For
example, Turer wrote:

Up to our own day American history has been in a large degree the
history of the colonization of the Great West. The existence of an
area of free land, its continuous recession, and the advance of
American settlement westward, explain American development...
Limiting our attention to the Atlantic coast, we have the familiar
phenomenon of the evolution of institutions in a limited area, such
as the rise of representative government the differentiation of
simple colonial governments into complex organs; the progress
from primitive industrial society, without division of labor, up to
manufacturing civilization. But we have in addition to this a
recurrence of the process of evolution in each westemn area
reached in the process of expansion. Thus American development
has exhibited not merely advance along a single line, but a returmn to
primitive conditions on a continually advancing frontier line, and a
new development for that area. American social development has
been continually beginning over again on the frontier. This
perennial, this fluidity of American life, this expansion westward-
with its few opportunities, its continuous touch with the simplicity of
primitive society, furmish the forces dominating American character.
The true point of view in the history of this nation is not the Atlantic
coast, it is the Great West.* :

The concept of land expansion lay at the heart of Kliuchevsky's description of

frontier as well. He however recognized land expansion in pre-Revolutionarly

3" For full text representations of the Turner thesis see “The Significance of the Frontier in
American History,” Annual Report for the Year 1893, American Historical Association,
Washington, 1894, pp. 199-227; “The Problem of the West,” Atlantic Monthly, LXXVIIl, 1896, pp.
289-297; “Contributions of the West to American Democracy,” Atlantic Monthly, LXXXIX, 1903,
pp. 83-96; “Pioneer Ideals and the State University, “ Indiana University Bulletin, VI, 1910, pp. 6-
29; “The West and American Ideals,” Washington Historical Quarterly, V, 1914, pp. 243-257,
George Rogers Taylor, editor, The Turner Thesis Concerning the Role of the Frontier in American
History (Boston: Heath, 1956); Ray Allen Billington, The Frontier Thesis: A Valid Interpretation of
American History? (New York, 1966). V.O. Kliuchevsky portrayed the frontier in a much different
way. Where Turner had argued the frontier led to the expansion of democracy and liberty,
Kliuchevsky believed expansion precipitated “unfree labor.” See Vasily Osipovich, Kliuchevsky,
“Proiskhozhdenie krepostnogo prava v Rosii,” Russkaia, mysl, nos. VIil, pp. 1-36; X, pp. 1-46,
1885. Reprinted in Opyty | issledovaniia, Moscow, 1912, pp. 212-310. Cf. “Engleman, Die
Leibeigenschaft” in Russland, Dorpat, 1884.

% Frederick Jackson Turner, The Significance of the Frontier in American History (1893)
<http://history.acusd.edu/gen/text/civ/turner.htmi> 28 July 2006, 9:54am.
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Russia as a vehicle for labor oppression as opposgd to freedom and
individualism that Tumer argued was the outcome of American expansionism.
The Tumerian and Kliuchevskyian interpretations of the historical relationship
between a frontier and civilization moves in one direction—from frontier to
civilization—even though the author's draw different conclusions about the
outcomes of expansion. The work of Baretta and Markoff recognizes a more
flexible relationship between the two concepts. That is, a civilization can as
readily become a frontier as a frontier can become civilization.>® The analytical
value of Baretta and Markoffian projection of frontier and civilization is that it
enables one to observe historical processes as they move backwards and
forwards between states of frontier and civilization, while keeping track of a
multitude of variables influencing the construction and deconstruction of both.
This differs greatly from the Tumerian and Kluischevskyian projections that
assume interactions between frontiers and civilizations have a “natural” or
inevitable historical outcome. Baretta and Markoff’s projection is more useful
because they replace the catalyst that drives the Tumerian and Kluischevskyian
systems known as “free land,” with the concept of violence monopoly. Because
violence monopolies are often well hidden from public view, they have often been
dismissed as playing a lesser role in historical processes. However, Baretta and
Markoff identify this security mechanism as a perquisite of civilization that cannot

be ignored. If we extrapolate on this idea, it becomes apparent that civilizations

% Turner characterized the frontier as “free land,” which enabled Americans to organize the
democratic institutions that become the lynchpin of American nationalism. Wherein Kliuchevsky
interprets “free land” as the source of a national system of unfree labor in Russia.
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as such can never maintain a constant state of legitimacy without establishiﬁg
violence monopolies first and then retooling them to meet growing security
threats. This means that civilizations must constantly refurbish their violence
monopolies to assert and reassert their legitimacy in the eyes of the publics they
claim jurisdiction over. Organized violence therefore becomes the pad from
which constructed and reconstructed notions of civilization are launched and
ultimately sustained over time.

Incorporating the Baretta and Markoffian notion of violence monopoly into
the discussion on the orientation of the free coloured/White slaveholder
relationship serves as one way to explain why Jamlaican, St. Dominguean, and
Brazilian free coloureds represented the balance of socio-economic power in
their slave socieites, while those in Virginia and Cuba never achieved this kind of
influence. The slave societies discussed in this essay were civilizations
committed to protecting the culturally constructed principle of property rights in
slaves. Meanwhile, slaveholders activated this principle in real time to organize
large-scale agricultural operations specializing in the production and distribution
of cash-crops such as sugar, coffee, tobacco, and indigo. It was also imperative
for planters in St. Domingue, Jamaica, Brazil, Virginia, and Cuba to exercise a
monopoly over public violence in order to keep these enterprises profitable.
Passing laws designed to regulate the behavior of slaves and free coloureds and
keep their commercial projects afloat was not enough. Planters had to commit
themselves to finding ways to defend their slave and land investments against

slave resistance, even if it meant disobeying imperial laws. Elsa Goveia’s
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analysis of laws in Spanish, French, and Dutch slave colonies makes an
important contribution to this discussion. She argued that there was a big -
difference between principles stated in colonial slave codes such as the Code
Noir and Siete Partidas and the actual methods slaveholders used to regulate
slave behavior. Time and time again, planters violated imperial laws that were
supposed to protect slaves against extreme forms of abuse. Most of these
violations occurred in settings where planter demands for slave labor outpaced
their level of capability to control slave majorities with non-violent methods. One
might argue that the existence of slave majorities in themselves predicated the
use of violent controls. Under these conditions White planters in St. Domingue
and Cuba employed slave regulatory tactics just as violent as those used in
English Jamaica and Virginia.>* Because English metropolitan officials tended to
give slaveholders in their colonies more leeway in scripting their own slave
codes, the violent tactics planters used to regulate slave behavior in these places
bore fewer contradictions with the law. These tactics included the use of slave
patrols, militias, whippings, starvation, and other forms of torture. In other words,
slaveholders in the French, Spanish, and English New World functioned in
accordance to a similar logic when it came to the issue of regulating slave
behavior. Moreover, the way slaves and free coloureds were treated in these
societies depended on the level of coercive power White planters had at their
disposal. Ideas about morality and imperial law were at best secondary issues. If

free coloureds were needed to meet security or commercial needs in a colony,

3 See Franklin Knight Slave Society in Cuba During the Nineteenth Century (Madison, Wisconsin
University of Wisconsin Press, 1970); Gwendlyn Mildo Hall, Social Control in Slave Plantation
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numerous avenues for slaves to access manumission or free colouereds to |
increase their socio-economic standing were opened. When free coloured
prosperity showed signs of becoming a threat to the principle of property rights in
slaves, White planters attempted to close these avenues. Closing these avenues
once they had already been opened was however nearly impossible, especially
in colonies that did not have self-replicating White military forces. The option of
placing rigid limits on manumission and free coloured socio-economic mobility in
these places was less desirable, unless White planters were willing to take on the
expense of hiring White metropolitan regulars. It was after all extremely risky for
White planters to enact laws placing severe limits 6n free coloured socio-
economic mobility, when they needed them to defend the colony against slave
maijorities. This course of action chosen by the White planter minority in St.

Domingue proved to be a major disaster.*®

Societies (Baton Rouge, 1996).

% Elsa Goveia, “The West Indian Slave Laws of the Eighteenth Century,” in Verene A. Shepard &
Hilary Beckeles, Caribbean Slavery in the Atlantic World: A Student Reader (Kingston, Oxford,
Princeton: lan Randle Publishers, James Currey Publishers, and Marcus Wiener Publishers,
2000), 580. ; Authur Stinchombe attributes the growth and prosperity of free colored population in
Caribbean slave societies to the lack of an expanding sugar economy. Where sugar agriculture
was strong, he claims, free colored populations declined, the codifications of racial hierarchies
became more repressive, and the composition of this caste was far more endogamous. Lastly,
Stinchombe claims that the expansion of a slave society’s sugar economy transforms the legal
systems into a far more repressive social entity. This flies in the face of Tannenbaum'’s notion that
it was the legal tradition of a given slave society that determined the level of social repression.
Sintincombe's sugar economy argument breaks down in the face of the work of John Garrigus
and Stewart King on pre-Revolutionary St. Domingue. Garrigus’ work reveals that there was a
robust indigo trade in the South, facilitated by free coloreds, while King details a prominent coffee
plantation culture dominated by free coloreds in the northwest. These economic enterprises were
created and maintained in spite of sugar being the dominant cash crop in pre-Revolutionary St.
Domingue. Therefore, we have to be just as sensitive to issues like free coloreds in the military
and their reproduction rates as we do to the development of sugar, racism, and free colored
family structure. See Frank Tannenbaum, Slave and Citizen (New York, 1946); Arthur L.
Stinchcombe, Sugar Island Slavery in the Age of Enlightenment: The Political Economy of the
Caribbean World (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, c1995), chapter 6; John Garrigus,
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The Problem of Regulating Sexual Behavior in Slave Societies

The sexual appetites of White slave owners in colonies where slave and
free coloured women outnumbered White women, security problems, and high
death rates among White immigrants complicated the implementation of
miscegenation and inter-racial marriage laws in slave societies. These laws were
designed to protect racial hierarchies bound to the institutions of marriage and
patriarchal family. In addition to maintaining racial hierarchies, these institutions
limited the distribution of wealth in slave societies. Children produced by White
men and black slave or free coloured women posed a threat to these racial
hierarchies. White fathers in these relationships were encouraged in some
instances to bequeath their biracial children property, money, and access to a
formal education. The offspring of black men and White women represented a
greater threat to these hierarchies because colonial laws often designated them
as free persons. Because they were free persons, these children assumed a
position in society that theoretically improved their prospects of acquiring private
property than the children of White men and black slave women. Marriages
between White women and black men also threatened the belief that only White
men were destined to become patriarchs. This explains why White male leaders
of some slave societies established policies and law enforcement structures to

discourage these kinds of unions. For example, Virginia policy makers outlawed

“Blue and Brown: Contraband and Indigo and The Rise of a Free Colored Planter Class in French
St. Domingue,” The Americas, Vol. L(2), October 1993. 233-263.
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miscegenation and interracial marriages to prevent the sexual or conjugal
relations of Blacks and Whites from disrupting the Commonwealth’s racial
hierarchies. All of the other British North American colonies pursued the same
legal course in their 17™ and 18™ century histories. High White mortality rates
convinced authorities in the Caribbean and Brazil to adopt altemative methods
towards the problem of sex across the colorline.®® Long established traditions of
sex between White men and slave or free coloured women made it nearly
impossible for them to replicate the Virginia model. Miscegenation was therefore
legalized or eliminated as a law enforcement issue in the Caribbean and Brazil.>’
Some White authorities in the Caribbean instead céncentrated on limiting
property ownership to White men by forbidding these males to marry their free
coloured concubines. Placing limits on how much property biracial children were
allowed to inherit from their fathers was another major strategy used to stop free
coloureds from moving into the planter class.® The risk of alienating large
numbers of free coloureds, which made up the majority of the St. Dominguean
and Brazilian security forces, discouraged White authorities in these places from
adopting a similar policy. Planters in Virginia and Cuba avoided having to make
similar compromises with free coloureds because they were able to rely on White

soldiers.

% Kevin Mumford, “After Hugh: Statutory Segregation in Colonial America,” The American Journal
of Legal History , Vol. 43, No. 3 (July, 1999) 280-305.

% Carl Degler, Neither Black Nor White: Slavery and Race Relations in Brazil and the United
States (New York: MacMillan, 1971).

%8 Douglass Hall, “Jamaica” David & Greene, Neither Slave Nor Free (Baltimore, 1972).
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In spite of whether or not the governments in New World slave societies
approved of miscegenation, sex between White males and black females or
black males and White females created the first generation of free coloureds in
Brazil, Jamaica, St. Domingue, Cuba, and Virginia. The rest were slaves who
climbed into the free coloured ranks via wills, deeds of emancipation, military
service, or self-purchase. The socio-economic outcomes of free coloureds,
however, depended less on how they became free coloureds and more on the
slave society they lived in. The brief colonial histories that follow will address this

and the other related issues raised earlier.

Brazil

Brazil emerged from a territory that was a frontier for much of the 16" and
17" centuries. The Carib and Awarak speakers in the north, the Tupi-Gurani in
the east, the Ge in the southeast, and the Pano in the west near the “Amazon
River Valley” were the most visible indigenous groups that called this place home
before Pedro Alvares Cabral arrived in what is now Bahia. Approximately 3.5
million indigenous persons lived in pre-colonial Brazil, just as the first Portuguese
privateers made attempts to convert this territory into a way station between its
American and Asian trade networks. The Portuguese did succeed in defeating
their French competitors early in the 16™ century, but would find it more difficult
to transform indigenous land and labor into profitable sugar enterprises. Their
inability to subdue the peoples residing in the interior had the affect of limiting the

planting of Luso-culture and sugar agriculture in the territories near the coast.
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Previously established Portuguese colonies at Madeira and Sao Tome fumiéhed
Brazilian enghenos managers with the knowledge to produce sugar on the out
skirts of what are now Salvador and Rio De Janeiro, but their attempts to force
entire indigenous populations to work on these estates failed. Numerous cases of
indigenous death by disease, runaways, and attacks were all factors that limited
the spread of Portuguese sugar agriculture. To compensate for the labor
shortage African slaves were imported, which prompted Brazil’s transition from a
frontier to a slave society.

The rise in sugar values and African slave imports were both watershed
moments in Brazil’s colonial history. Between 1576-1650, Brazil imported
225,000 African captives to work in a sugar industry powered by African, Iindian,
and Portuguese labor. Although these early sugar enterprises did not employ
thousands of slaves and cover thousands of acres, like the plantations that
became the trademark of the Euro-Caribbean, they were efficient enough to
support a colony. African slave labor also helped Brazil surpass the value of all
other Portuguese sugar colonies. By 1614, the value of sugar sold out of Brazil
had exceeded that harvested in Madeira and Sao Tome combined, between
1507 and 1600.*° As astounding as the colony’s early success was, it did not
come without new security threats: the probability of slave rebellions increased

as the number of African slave imports began rivaling the number of Portuguese

% Robin Blackburn, The Making of New World Slavery: From the Barogue to the Modern, 1492-
1800 (London & New York: Verso, 1997), 165.

“0 Blackburn, The Making of New World Slavery (London & New York, 1997) 168, 172-173;

Richard Dunn, Sugar and Slaves: The Rise of the Planter Class in the English West Indies, 1624-
1713 (New York and London: W.W. Norton and Company, 1972).
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immigrants arriving in Brazil; Brazil's dependence on fresh supplies of slaves
from Angola encouraged Portugal’s competitors to attack this part of its maritime
trade; and endemic disease in conjunction with the extremely labor intensive
process of sugar production fostered a working climate where thousands of
slaves died prematurely as their owners demanded more replacements.
Handsome profits generated from the sale of Brazilian sugar in North American
and Northem European markets, along with the ready supply of slaves delivered
to the colony, powered the early remnants of a larger system that became the
“Way of Death” for many African captives.*' In response to this growing
phenomenon, enslaved Africans that arrived in Brazil resisted these conditions
by running away, forming maroon societies, and organizing open revolts.

These internal security problems were compounded by other external
threats at the peak of colonial Brazil's commercial success. The chief extemal
threat posed by the Dutch would leave the Portuguese colony suspended
between the states of an autonomous slave society and a politically unstable
frontier. After the Dutch successfully undercut Portuguese dominance in the
trade with Asian spice merchants, metropolitan investors in the Netherlands
made the decision to exploit the weaknesses of the Brazilian system in the
Americas. Breaching the Spanish monopoly over the New World bullion trade
was the highest priority of Dutch West india Company (WIC) investors. So when
state sponsored agents of the WIC invaded Brazil in the early 17" century, the

larger objective was to use Brazil as a satellite colony to supplant Spanish

! Joseph C. Miller, Way of Death: Merchant Capitalism and the Angolan Slave Trade, 1730-1830
(Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press, 1988).

39



dominance and establish a New Netherlands Empire. Building on their eaﬂiér
success in slowing the flow of slave-mined silver from New Spain to European
markets, agents of the WIC invaded and occupied Northeastemn Brazil, while they
also disrupted the Portuguese end of the West African slave trade in Angola. For
the next century following this series of events Brazil ceased to be one of the
dominant sugar planting colonies in the New World. During the period of Dutch
rule (1630-1654), many Portuguese planters moved their sugar producing
enterprises South. From this vantage they were able launch a series of military
campaigns against the Dutch that often involved free coloureds and
manumission hungry slaves. Dutch unwillingness té invest in long-term sugar
planting ventures, Portuguese planting successes in the South, British aid, and
the aforementioned military pressures eventually forced the collapse of the
already capital depleted Netherlands authority. The timing of the Dutch collapse
in the 1650s did not, however, improve the prospects of Portuguese sugar
planters that wished to reclaim their dominant share in the New World sugar
industry. By the time the Dutch withdrew from Brazil in 1654, British planters in
the Leeward Islands had already begun establishing themselves as the chief
suppliers and innovators of sugar production in the Atlantic World. This
distinction then passed to the sugar colossus established at French St.
Domingue in the 18" century, before the Haitian Revolution allowed Cuba to
seize it in the 19™ century.

As Brazil struggled to regain its commercial footing in the last half of the

17™ century periodic inter-imperial conflicts, low White immigrant survival rates,
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and White Brazilian mens’ tendency to have children with slave or free coloured |
women nurtured a tradition of White Brazilian dependence on free coloureds for
defense. The development of this tradition was marked by the critical military role
free coloureds and some slaves played in the Dutch-Portuguese War of the
1640s; the driving back of the Dutch at the “Battle of Tabocas,” (1645); and the
repelling of the French Invasion of Rio De Janeiro (1710).*? Unlike 18" century
Jamaican planters, who relied more on metropolitan British regulars, Portugal did
not have the military resources to guard Brazil against a multitude of intemal and
external enemies. White Brazilian authorities therefore armed persons of colour
to preserve propenty rights in slaves. Because this decision forced the
Portuguese to abandon rigid ideas about racial exclusivity and slavery, free
coloureds chose to enhance their socio-economic mobility within the slave
society rather than close ranks with slaves. This explains why many free
coloureds and slaves (on rare occasions) became the owners of slaves
themselves.*® The granting of this privilege to free coloureds and slaves was an
outgrowth of Portuguese immigrants’ unwillingness to take on their share of the
colony’s military responsibilities.** Portuguese immigrants were often so focused
on trying to make their mark in the high return sectors of mining or cash-crop

agriculture that the lion share of security issues were handled by free coloureds.

“2 peter Voelz, Slave and Soldier: The Military Impact of Blacks in the Colonial Americas (New
York & London: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1993), 24-25.

3 Mieko Nishida, “Manumission and Ethnicity in Urban: Salvador, Brazil, 1808-1888,” The
Hispanic American Historical Review, Vol. 73, No. 3 (Aug. 1993), pp. 361-362.

44 Cohen and Greene, Neither Slave Nor Free, 96.
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Meanwhile, the relative number of free coloureds surpassed that of White
Portuguese emigrants.

The development of Brazilian cities and the diversification of the country’s
economy contributed to free coloured population growth. As the British and
French colonies replaced Brazil as the dominant sugar producers in the late 17"
and 18" centuries, the first large scale mining operations were established in
Brazil at Minas Gerais. The heavy use of slave labor in this economic sector
stimulated urban development. More importantly, the wages slaves eamed from
their jobs in these new cities permitted them to buy their way out of slavery
through the carta de alforia system. In contrast, rurél slaves without this
advantage in Brazil and the Spanish colonies were unable to access
manumission under their respective carta de alforia and Cartacion systems.
Some urban slaves used small amounts of gold and diamonds smuggled away
from the mines to secure a carta de alforia; others worked as blacksmiths,
stonemasons, carpenters, barbers, waiters, warehouse hands, or on the streets
as peddlers. Still others used their membership in brotherhoods to navigate the
turbulent waters of manumission. Lastly, there were the numerous cases of the
old or infirmed released on their own recognizance because they could no longer
satisfy the labor demands of their owners. All the while military service remained
a way for rural and urban slaves to access manumission.

Enslaved women who were more often shut out of higher paying skilled
jobs and excluded from the brotherhoods, pursued different paths to

manumission. For example, some used their bodies as prostitutes, by renting the
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back rooms of shops to convert male sexual desires into wages to secure
manumission, while others acquired a carta de alforia by will. It was in fact more
common for enslaved women to access manumission by will. Inheritances
conveying land, money for education, and/or slaves could be included with these
forms of manumission, but these cases were far less common than the popular
literature on mulattoes would suggest. The subject of mulatto elites acquiring
both wealth and status in this way has indeed been a major object of fascination
in the literature on Brazil, in spite of the fact that most Brazilian free coloureds did
not fall into this category. Other would be slaves bypassed the carta de alforia
system altogether by running away and living outside of the slave society. The
maroon societies that these escapees organized such as “calhambolas or
mocambos” and “quilombos” represented the high end of this kind of self-
emancipation activity in Brazil.

The above examples illustrate the methods slaves used to attain or obtain
manumission in Brazil, but it is important to acknowledge that manumission was
not commensurate with the freedoms possessed by White males. If free persons
of colour disobeyed White authorities, their manumissions could be revoked.
Furthermore, all persons of color were presumed to be slaves by public officials
“whether or not [they] could produce a carta de alforia.” ** Many slaveholders
were indeed extremely antagonistic to the idea manumission, because slave
labor powered the Brazilian economy. Manumission was however never

abolished, because of the leading role free coloureds played in the military, the

* A. J. R. Russell-Wood, “Colonial Brazil” in Cohen & Greene, Neither Slave Nor Free, 92.
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extensive family ties that existed between slaves aqd Whites through sexual
interaction, and the dominance of free coloureds in the 19™ century “petty job”
market. These jobs included raising livestock, growing garden goods for sale,
tending small shops, producing handi-crafts, peddling small wares, and there
were a substantial number of free coloured “boatman.” Large numbers of
independent free coloured farmers and artisans had also made inroads into the
property owning classes of Minas Grais.*®

The circumstances of free coloured workers who had emerged from
slavery were far less stable in colonial Brazil than they became in the
independence period. A major obstacle faced by slaves purchasing their freedom
partially explains this trend. Most self-purchasers, who represented the majority
of manumission cases in cities, did not have the capital to enter the high wealth
yielding sectors of the Brazilian economy precisely because they spent so much
time and money securing their manumissions. Mining and cash crop agriculture
were the major businesses of this kind, which were located in areas outside of
cities. Free coloureds in these rural areas tended to be the peddlers of small
wares, fish, and meat or they labored in slave security jobs such as “overseers,
slave catchers, and public whippers.” More prestigious artisan trades in urban
areas came under the control of all-White guilds, which left barbering and mid-
wivery as the only major “skilled professions” for free coloureds to enter in great

numbers. Even though free coloureds could be found working in a variety of

“ Russell-Wood, “Colonial Brazil,” pp. 84-98; Carl Degler, Neither Black Nor White (New York,
1971), 44; Herbert S. Klein & and Francisco Vidal Luna, “Free Colored in a Slave Society: Sao
Paulo and Minas Gerais in the Early Nineteenth Century,” Hispanic American Historical Review,
80.4 (2000); 913-941.
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occupations, their chances of securing stable forms of employment remained
precarious for much of the colonial period. One scholar described free coloureds
living in this context as persons who often “drifted from employment to casual
labor, and from casual labor to the large numbers of beggars and prostitutes who
plagued every town and city...” *’ This trend, however, changed when Brazil
made a comeback as one of the largest New World cash-crop producers after
the fall of French St. Domingue. By the late 1820s and early 1830s many free
coloreds of mixed-racial heritage could be counted as members of the slave and
land holding classes. Free coloureds had also in the early 19" century assumed
a dominant role in the Brazilian fishing industry, suSsidiary rural commerce,
barbering, painting, urban skilled trades, and the arts. Meanwhile, free coloreds
surpassed the number of Whites and slaves in many regions, even as the level of
slave imports increased and plantation agriculture expanded in Brazil. Some
scholars have attributed this trend to the openness of Brazilian Latin legal
institutions to manumission. However, the extremely low rate of manumission in
rural areas versus high rates in cities where free coloured labor was an
indispensable part of these economies, the reliance of White Brazilian men on
slave or free colored women for sex and on free coloured men for military
support tends to suggest otherwise. In short, the high level of openness to
manumission and free coloured socio-economic mobility in Brazil was related to
three major issues: White dependence on free coloureds in its slave security

labor occupations (i.e. soldiers, overseer, slave catchers, etc...) and urban skilled

* Russell-Wood, “Colonial Brazil,” 103, 107; Degler, Neither Black Nor White, 84.
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trades; and the lack of Portuguese White female immigrants which spawned a
tradition of relationships between White men and slave or free coloured women.

The relatively strong economic and military role free coloureds played in
Brazil tended to have more in common with the experience of free coloureds in
St. Domingue than in any other case examined in this essay. Why then did things
did not spiral out of control between free coloureds and White slaveholders in
Brazil as it had in St. Domingue? After all, frequent slave rebellions in the 1820s
and 1830s*® and the free colored’s struggle for “equal rights” *° during the
Balaida Civil War posed major threats to slave regimes in central (i.e. Bahia) and
northem (i.e. Maranhao) Brazil. One could respond to this question by noting that
free coloured military support, the larger size of territories committed to slave
labor in Brazil, the ethno and class-centric orientation of internal rebellions, and
the increasing level of free coloured socio-economic mobility in its cities, were all
factors that helped White Brazilian slaveholders withstand the type of slave
rebellions that shocked the French and British Antilles into the policy

emancipation era.>® Moreover, free coloureds in Brazil tended to focus more on

8 Joao Jose Reis, Slave Rebellion in Brazil, The Muslim Uprising of 1835 Bahia (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993).

“ Nancy Pricilla Naro, Blacks, Coloureds and National Identity in Nineteenth-Century Latin
America (London: Institute of Latin American Studies, 2003), p. 147.

% Appreciable numbers of free coloureds in 19" century Brazil had come to dominate many of the
urban trades, while military service and interracial family ties continued to be a source of socio-
economic mobility for them as well; a few were even co-opted into the higher echelons of
Brazilian government service. Hence, race continued to inform notions of enslavement in Brazil,
but interracial family ties were eclipsed by race in a society harboring free coloured majorities.
Herbert Klein, “Nineteenth Century Brazil,” in Cohen & Greene, Neither Slave Nor Free, 92.
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winning liberal reforms than on developing revolutionary programs. *' Free |
coloureds on the neighboring Jamaican colony pursued a moderate political path
as-well, but the pressure of slave revolt destabilized the colony’s violencev
monopoly long enough for a small group of free coloureds to achieve full civic

recognition.
Jamaica

Spaniards were the first group of Europeans to encounter the territory out
of which the English colony of Jamaica was carved. After experiencing little
success in locating valuable minerals, the few Spaﬁiards remaining in this
territory turned to raising livestock for profit before English soldiers conquered the
island in the mid-17" century. The English were slow to transform this frontier into
a colony resembling the one at Barbados. Fifty years of English occupation in
fact passed without firm controls being established over public violence. Part of
this colonizing delay stemmed from the different cultural ideas about prosperity
harbored by the first waves of English settlers. For example, Anglo-soldiers
recognized the island as place to launch raids against ships carrying bullion
mined by slaves on the Spanish mainland; indentured servants of various Euro-
ethnic backgrounds envisioned it as a place to revive a tradition of small holders

that had been eliminated by the enclosure acts in England; then there were a few

%! Meanwhile, anti-independence Whites attempted to use slaveholder fears of “Haitianism” from
rearing its ugly head in Brazil and to drive White anti-colonial liberals and moderates back into the
political orbit of the Portuguese monarchy. Although this discursive strategy did not work in the
effort to restore direct Portuguese rule over Brazil, it laid the groundwork for subsequent national
“Whitening” policies that posed new problems for enslaved persons moving into the ranks of free
coloureds at the end of the 19" century. Thomas Flory, “Race and Social Control in Independent
Brazil,” Journal of Latin American Studies, Vol. 9, No. 2 (Nov. , 1977), 199-224.
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planters that had their sights set on replicating the type of large-scale sugar
enterprises piloted by the planters in Barbados. Local conflicts between these
groups, disease, “starvation,” natural disasters, and the existence of maroons
struggling to gain a share of the island’s resources were all factors that made it
impossible for an English violence monopoly to be established in Jamaica. The
raiding tactics maroons used to gather supplies and enslaved women were a
particular problem for White planters trying to create a civilization based on
African slave labor.>

Pirates were the dominant commercial class in Jamaica, long before
sugar planters assumed this position in the 18™ century. These freebooters were
far more interested in trading for, or stealing, Spanish bullion than investing in
risky sugar planting ventures. Sugar plantations required far more capital to get
started than local privateers had at their disposal. Nor did they have the patience
to wait the usual three years that it took for these kinds of enterprises to generate
profits. Hence, many of the merchant-privateers in Jamaica waited until they had
accumulated enough capital to invest in the expensive machinery, land, and
slaves needed to get sugar plantations up and running.>® Until this new
generation of planters became the dominant political players in the 18" century,
English coercive power did not extend far beyond Port Royal. Meanwhile,

Jamaica’s first colonial governor set about the task of building a slave society by

52 Barbra Klamon Kopytoff, “The Early Political Development of Jamaican Maroons,” William and
Mary Quarterly, Third series, Volume 35, Issue (Apr., 1978), 287-307.

%% Nuala Zahedieh, “Trade, Plunder, and Early Development in Early English Jamaica, 1655-89,”
in Verene A. Shepard & Hilary Beckeles, Caribbean Slavery in the Atlantic World: A Student
Reader (Kingston, Oxford, Princeton, 2000), 179-190.
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awarding ten acres of land to family heads for every family member (which |
included slaves) they brought to the island. Other planters accelerated the
process by pushing small farmers off the most fertile lands, which left them to
reside in rural areas with few natural allies. The difficulty of maintaining a self-
replicating White population on the island was then made worse by an
earthquake in 1692. This natural disaster sent a large portion of Port Royal
spiraling down into the sea, killed hundreds, and dealt a serious blow to the reign
of the privateers. Into this commercial power void stepped the sugar planters and
cattle raisers who became the political and economic pace setters for the next
one hundred and fifty years. However, a French inQasion, disease, and slave
rebellions would continue to thwart English attempts to control violence and
foster self-sustaining White populations. Jamaica thus remained a frontier for
much of the 18" century. White planters’ inability to lessen the frequency of open
slave rebellion in Jamaica with public rapes, militias, patrollers, and clandestine
police forces, along with the ongoing presence of autonomous maroon societies
had much to do with this colony’s constant state of political instability. >* The
purpose of these security agencies, financed by the Jamaican colonial
government, was to protect the investments that Englishmen made in sugar
agriculture. This business remained profitable through the end of the 18™
century, but the rising cost of corralling the subversive activities of runaways,
rebels, and maroons always placed the Jamaican slave society at risk of total

collapse.

* Trevor Burnard, “Theater of Terror: Domestic Violence in Thomas Thistlewood’s Jamaica,
1750-1786,” in Daniels & Kennedy, Over the Threshold(New York, 1999), 237-253.
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Seventeenth and early eighteenth century agriculture in Jamaica was the '
preserve of small holders that produced crops on plots no bigger than “five to six
hundred acres” and mixed African slave and White indentured labor.>®> White
populations were far more numerically competitive with those of other non-White
groups bgfore the arrival of big sugar in the mid-18™ century. The estates of the
new generation of sugar planters employed thousands of slaves on thousands of
acres while simultaneously displacing White small holders and indentures.
Crucial to the success of this both cultural and agricultural revolution was the
formation of the Royal African Company, which supplied slaves to Jamaica and
other British West Indian sugar islands. Meanwhile, a colonial government was
organized to stabilize the internal affairs of this island, which became the most
productive sugar colony in the first British Empire. Among the biggest problems
the planter government faced were the frequent slave rebellions that transpired
on the island and the continued potency of the major maroon societies.*®

Free coloureds were thus urged by the planter-dominated government to
participate in the colonial defense establishment that included large numbers of
British regulars. Because the regulars were as susceptible to death by disease
as other immigrants coming to the island, free coloureds became the most
numerically stable source of defense on the island. The great extent to which free

coloureds participated in the first and second Maroon Wars also supports this

% Mavis Christine Campbell, The Dynamics of Change in a Slave Society: A Sociopolitical History
of the Free Coloreds of Jamaica, 1800-1865 (London: Associated University Presses, 1976), 18.

% Michael Craton, Testing the Chains: Resistance to Slavery in the British West Indies (Ithaca &
London: Cornell University Press, 1982), 336.
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point and demonstrates how the formation of a violence monopoly in a slave
society with a slave majority and a non-naturally reproducing White minority
could quickly become a shared racial enterprise. The tradition of free coloureds
(blacks and mulattoes) serving in Jamaican militias developed in tandem with the
common practice of procreative sex engaged in by White men and slave or free
coloured women in the late 17™ century. Undoubtedly, the numerically deficient
supply of White men able or willing to participate in the militias helped nurture
these overlapping traditions in a place where White planters had to develop
creative methods to prevent outside imperial enemies, slave rebels, and
formidable maroons colonies from usurping their political and economic power.
For example, all free coloured men between the ages of “15 and 60" were
required to serve in the militia by the end of the 17™ century. Then as White
slaveholder problems with runaways, slave rebellion, and maroon raids
expanded in the 18™ century, free coloureds became deeply entrenched in a
defense culture committed to preventing the colony from being over taken by
those who opposed the principle of property rights in slaves. Evidence detailing
the raw numbers of free coloureds involved in the militias of White slaveholders
helps to illustrate the power of this reality. By the end the 18" century, free
coloureds represented the majority of infantry soldiers in the “Kingston militia,”
and forty percent of all militia troops in the colony; > the rest were White
regulars. This joint military enterprise under the direction of White slaveholders

was often still not enough to guarantee victory over the despised maroons. For
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example, free coloureds, “half-black Mosquito Indians,” select numbers of
slaves, and White militiamen fought these subversive societies to a stalemate in
the first Maroon War (1700-1739). The consequent treaty assured maroon
societies formal recognition by White planters, in exchange for the promise of
maroons to retrieve runaways and defend the White plantation regime against
slave rebellions and other subversive maroons. This treaty dramatically changed
the previously contentious tone of Maroon/White slaveholder relations in one
fundamental way. It transformed certain groups of maroons into a new form of
free coloured caste in that they voiced a commitment to the preservation the
White ruled slave society, but they gained a kind of recognized sovereignty at the
same time.

The crucial role free coloureds played in putting down the Tacky slave
rebellion (1762) reflected a similar commitment to preserve the slave society, but
they were not able to use their high level of military participation effectively to
retrieve certain socio-economic privileges that had been taken from them by the
colonial govemment in the early 18" century. They instead waited to pronounce
their demands when they were called to serve in the Second Maroon War
(1795). By the time free coloureds were once again asked to defend the White
ruled slave society against this new internal threat, the free coloureds on the
neighboring island of St. Domingue had used the intemal disruption of slave
rebellion to win all the rights extended to French citizens. The fact that White

planters in Jamaica faced a similar disruption, albeit this one was posed by

%" Peter Voelz, Slave and Soldier: The Military Impact of Blacks in the Colonial Americas (New
York & London: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1993), 115.
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Maroons, it was enough to convince them to take a free coloured petition that
demanded the right to testify in court against Whites and inherit unlimited -
amounts family property seriously. In this way, the specter of the free coloured's
triumph at St. Domingue and Jamaican planter desires for free coloured troop
support in the second Maroon War compelled them to grant part of the demands
articulated in the free coloured petition. Testifying against Whites in felony cases
was allowed as long as free coloureds could show proof of baptism. Meanwhile,
White colonial authorities continued to use the strategy of privately admitting
small numbers of free coloureds into White society to boost free coloured loyalty
in the colony. They also toyed with the idea of recognizing all mestizes (half
quadroon and half black) as Whites as well.

The actions of Jamaican colonial authorities chronicled above exempilified
the kind of logic White slaveholders were compelled to use when they were trying
to handle security threats and maintain the racial order; this included a White
minority, free coloured minority, and slave majority. White members of the
Assembly may have preferred to avoid the task of making socio-economic
concessions to foster free coloured loyalty, but the officials in the British Colonial
Department suggested Jamaican planters challenge themselves to do so
anyway. Colonial Department officials recommended that Jamaican planters
implement reforms designed to strengthen free coloured fidelity to the slave
society, or face the prospect of loosing metropolitan military support. To alleviate
the Colonial Departments fears over security, the Jamaican Assembly continued

with piecemeal admissions of free coloreds into the White strata, which ultimately
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posed a serious problem for both Whites and the free coloureds awarded thié
special privilege. The security problems of this absentee landlord society were
thus never really solved. What the White political authorities did instead was
drive a wedge between wealthy and less affluent free coloureds. Like the White
slave holding class over in St. Domingue, White planters in Jamaica were willing
to pay a high price to keep the majority of free coloureds out of mainstream
politics. This strategy produced a pyrrhic victory for the White planters over free
coloureds, while slaves searched for weakness in the system as they operated
below the radar of planter political maneuverings. Jamaica finally unraveled in
December of 1831, when small groups of enslaved4 men and women organized
by Black Baptist leaders attempted to drive White planters and free coloureds off
the island and retain what remained for themselves. This Baptist War initiated the
slow death of slavery in Jamaica and the rest of the British West Indies.
However, the unresolved problem of freedom would continue to play out in the
political struggle between Whites, Browns, and Coloureds, at Morant Bay (1865),

and during the proto-nationalist labor strike of 1938. *

% The sources used to construct the narrative following note # 47 include the following books and
articles: Thomas Holt, The Problem of Freedom: Race, Labor, and Politics in Jamaica and Britain
1832-1938 (Baltimore & London, 1992), Chapter 1; Gad J. Heuman, “White Over Brown Over
Black: The Free Coloureds in Jamaican Society during Slavery and After Emancipation, " The
Journal of Caribbean History, Vol. 14 (1981): 49-69.; David Geggus, “The Enigma of Jamaica in
the 1790s: New Light on the Causes of Slave Rebellions,” The William and Mary Quarterly, 3"
Ser., Vol. 44, No. 2 (Apr., 1987), 274-299; Gad J. Heuman, Between Black and White (Westport
Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1981), Chapters 1 & 2; Campbell, The Dynamics of Change in a
Slave Society (London, 1976); Richard Dunn, Sugar and Slaves (New York & London, 1972);
Verene A. Shepherd, “Life Stock and Sugar: Aspects of Jamaica’s Agricultural Development from
the Late Seventeenth Century to the Early Nineteenth Century,” in Verene A. Shepard & Hilary
Beckeles, Caribbean Slaver in the Atlantic World: A Student Reader (Kingston, Oxford,
Princeton, NJ, 2000), 253-264.
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St. Domingue

The New World’s most comprehensive episode of slave and free coloured
rebellion against White domination spared Haiti of the prolonged Black anti-
colonial struggle that ensued in 19™ and 20™ century Jamaica. However, this
“Turbulent Time” that awakened a whole hemisphere of slave plantation colonies
to the danger of highly mobile free coloureds was long in the making. The
territory out of which French St. Domingue was carved oscillated from frontier to
civilization to frontier to civilization several times between the 15™ and 18"
centuries as various groups failed and succeeded in establishing violence
monopolies in this location at different times. Christopher Columbus and crew
were the first Europeans to encounter this island occupied by a large population
of Awarak speakers in the late 15" century. A century later, this island bore the
scars of Spanish conquest and had become a graveyard for tens of thousands
Arawaks forced to work in the copper and sugar industries of Hispanola. Spanish
windfalls in the newly emergent bullion commerce shifted the colonizing focus of
the Iberian Empire toward the South and Central American mainland in the 16"
century. As a result, their Greater Caribbean colonies became supply stations for
ships traveling to and from the mining operations in New Spain. The sugar
enterprises at Hispanola meanwhile deteriorated as the supply of Indian slave
labor dried up. During this period of slave labor scarcity other goods such as
ginger, cacao, and livestock became the major trade commodities produced on
the east side of the island. French filibustiers and boucainiers were the first to

take advantage of Spanish military vulnerabilities in west Hispanola by
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establishing themselves on the nearby island of Tortuga. Spaniards made a few
attempts to dislodge them from this location, but their failure to do so encouraged
the freebooters to settle on a part of the west island they called St. Domingue.
Their subsequent victory over the Spanish at Cartagena, coupled with the signing
of the Rhyswick Treaty (1697), established St. Domingue as a well guarded
French imperial outpost from which raids against Spanish ships could be
launched. Early attempts at small-scale tobacco agriculture were made there, but
Virginia planters had already seized a near monopoly over the Atlantic World
market for this commodity. Indigo and sugar planting thus became the major
focus of St. Dominguean planters. *° |

The introduction of sugar into the agricultural economy of St. Domingue
(1690-1705) was a major watershed in the colony’s history. As the earlier colonial
projects in the British Leeward islands revealed, commercial sugar production
had a tendency to accelerate the importation of African slave labor. Therefore,
those hoping to profit from this crop on a grand-scale accepted the drastic
changes in the demographic orientation of societies committed to development of
slave plantation economies and the major security risks that accompanied them.
More specifically, White planters indulging in sugar agriculture had to adjust to
living along side enslaved majorities who were violently reduced to a condition
that made them enemies of the slave society their labor was being stolen to
sustain. As in Brazil and Jamaica, White planters in St. Domingue solicited the

support of free coloureds to hold off their enemies (i.e. slaves, maroons, and

> Robin Blackburn, The Making of New World Slavery: From the Baroque to the Modern, 1492-
1800 (London & New York, 1997); Laurent DuBois, Avengers of the New World: The Story of the
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outside imperial predators), while they concentrateq on getting large-scale
agricultural projects up and running in territories where they had few White allies.
Manumission policy articulated in early versions of the Code Noir reflected this
need to recruit enough people dedicated to protecting St. Dominguean planters’
property in land and slaves. As early as 1721, adult White males (twenty years
and over) were permitted to manumit slaves without the pemission of their
parents. The consequent enlargement of the free coloured population prompted
the repeal of this law and new tax levies placed on most forms of manumission.
These strategies did not however stop the robust growth of the free coloured
population. Sexual and conjugal relationships between White men and slave or
free coloured women and tax exemptions on slaves manumitted to man different
defense agencies made these anti-manumission policies virtually impossible to
enforce. The second and third generations of free coloureds and slaves
capitalized on this demographic weakness by reproducing their population at a
rate that rivaled the unstable White immigrant population in St. Domingue. %
Meanwhile, White planter’s lust for higher and higher sugar profits
spawned the growth of slave populations that dwarfed the number of free
coloureds and White populations combined. For example, slaves represented
“90 percent” of the total population in St. Domingue by 1789.%' Aside from its

slave majority, its geographic-planting history posed other problems for the White

Haitian Revolution (Cambridge & London, 2004), 15-28.

% Laura Foner, “The Free People of Color in Louisiana and St. Domingue: A Comparative
Portrait of Two Three-Caste Slave Societies,” Journal of Social History 3 (1970), 415. Hall, Social
Control in Slave Plantation Societies (Baton Rouge & London, 1996), p. 122-123.

® DuBois, Avengers of the New World (Cambridge & London, 2004), 39.
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planter elite in St. Domingue. Sugar production in areas South and East of Cap
Francais expanded too slowly to prevent rival free coloured minorities from
developing robust coffee and indigo planting enterprises in the Western and
Southem provinces. The failure of White planters to insert their commercial
tentacles into these zones also enabled free coloureds to establish several
familial generations outside of servitude who experienced higher and higher
levels of socio-economic mobility. Mountainous areas deemed unusable by
White sugar planters of the Northeast and West became the major locations of
free coloured coffee production. By the time a substantial number of less affluént
Whites entered the coffee business in the mid-18™, free coloured dominance
over this agricultural sector had already been established. Meanwhile, several
families in the Western zone, including the one headed by Julian Raimond
established a large underground indigo trade with other Caribbean islands that
White French colonial officials did not have the power to stop. %

Free coloureds charged with protecting the sugar plantations from
maroons and White ruffians operating in the highland areas, used these
opportunities in military service to make connections with creditors who helped
them purchase the land and slaves they needed to plant farms in these areas.
Similar to free coloured populations in Jamaica, Cuba, and Brazil, St.
Dominguean free coloreds “functioned as an intermediate class, standing
between slave and free and between black and White, ” or as a “bridge or buffer

between them.” However, free coloureds on the other Caribbean islands did not

% John Garrigus, “Blue and Brown: Contraband and Indigo and The Rise of a Free Colored
Planter Class in French St. Domingue,” The Americas, Vol. L(2), October 1993. 233-263.
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often rise above the level of small estate owners, peasants, or urban workers
employed in an economy’s service sector. Large numbers of St. Dominguean
free coloureds, on the other hand, could be found in the ranks of independent
farmers and urban skilled and unskilled wageworkers.*

The precarious creole position that St. Dominguean free coloreds
occupied, influenced both their commercial and civic outlook on life in the French
colony. For example, they were primarily short-term investors that speculated in
the island’s real-estate and slave markets with the long-term goal of maximizing
profits generated from the lands they acquired. Their first priority was to acquire a
small plot of land to firm up their place in a society dominated by the ideas of
private property, color, and status. Those who acquired their first property in land,
slaves, or both through marriage or inheritances had a leg up on those bom as
slaves. Many St. Dominguean free coloureds emerging from the ranks of slaves
never advanced far beyond this state. Those who did often had little access to
credit. To compensate for this commercial disadvantage, they employed much
more aggressive capitalist strategies than the ones used by aspiring grande
colons (White planters). Aspiring grande colons bought lots of land and slaves,
and held on to this property with the hopes of reaping windfall profits by
producing sugar for foreign markets. Although the value of their land and slaves
may have increased during this waiting period, allowing them to sell portions of
both for a profit, they placed all their prosperity hopes in being able to sell the

sugar they produced at a higher price than it cost to start and maintain their
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plantations. Part of the revenues generated from these plantations would then be
used to pay off debts, while the rest would be reinvested in the property or
pocketed for private use. The few persons who succeeded in the risky business
of sugar planting were able to retire to a life of relative ease in the courts of the
French metropolitan society. Most however failed and died in ruin or descended
into the ranks of the unpropertied petit blanc class.

Free colored capitalist investment strategies had as much to do with their
desire to distinguish themselves from the island’s slave majority as it had to do
with the very nature of them being creoles. As in the case of other creoles, St.
Dominguean free coloureds did not really intend to leave for France when they
made their fortunes. It was thus in their long-term interests to use military service
to both advance and protect the socioeconomic privileges they hoped to enjoy.
After all, the militia was not just an institution designed solely to keep the growing
slave population in check, or to prevent interlopers salivating over the island’s
unprecedented commercial value from foreign invaders. Rather, the military was
a place to establish social and commercial contacts that could be used to elevate
one’s position within the French colonial order. Military service also gave free
coloreds political leverage because they were often more willing to serve than
their White counterparts. If protection was needed, Whites had to negotiate with
free coloreds. This meant that Whites could not just make demands without
granting some concessions to free coloureds first. And still we can go further on

this issue. The experience that many of the coloured volunteers (Chausseurs-

* Stewart R. King, Blue Coat and Powdered Wiq: Free People of Color in Pre-Revolutionary St.
Domingue (Athens and London: The University of Georgia Press, 2001), King, xiii-ix, and xi.
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Volontaires) accrued from their participation in the last phase of the Americén
War for Independence and other hemispheric conflicts may have proved to be a
crucial asset to those who later participated in the Haitian Revolution. % '

What we do know is that St. Dominguean free coloureds lived within the
ranks of planters, entrepreneurs, peasants, and soldiers—all categories that
often overlapped. At best free coloureds were second tier planters, falling behind
the White sugar planters; at worse they fell within the peasantry. Most free
coloureds, who were able to amass wealth, did so with the capital advances of
White fathers or patrons. Because the means of attaining wealth were intertwined
with producing cash crops for foreign markets, freé coloureds invested in slaves
and land. Unlike<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>