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Introduction

The land of Scotland and of the Scots has long
furnished much materizl for story, song and romance.

The strains of the begpipe, the swirl of the kilt or the
picture of some mysterious and beautiful loch, 1is sufficient
to call up a romantic train of thought in many people. This
interest in things Scottish is no less strong today than
when the romantic story of that land was first displayed

to the world by such masters as Sir Walter Scot and Robert
Burns. It is &ll part of a general admiration for the
Scottisih nation and its long struggle to maintein its inde-
pendence.

My own interest in Scotland was greatly stimuleated
by a visit to that country in the summer of nineteen fifty.
I had an opportunity to see at first hand many of the places
and monuments made famous by Scottish history. Such places
as Glasgow and the lofty castle of Edinburgh, as well as
York, Ripon, Durhem, Newcastle-upon-Tyne in England increased
my interest in the period of the Scottish Vers of the Edwards.

Perhaps no period in Scottish history is moie color-
ful than this thirteenth and fourteentnh century epoch, which
witnessed the rise of legendary figures like Wallace, EBruce,
and Douglas. People acquainted with this period in the
history of Scotland have freyuently been amazed that the
Scots managed to marshal such resistance against their

i
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overwhelming enemy. Scotland was poor and thinly populated,
but the Scots chose the path of independence and rebellion
rather than submission to IEngland.

The purpose of this peper is to try to saed some
light on the resistance that Scotlend offered England. It
will not be possible to attempt an exhaustive study of the
Scottish Wwers of the Edwards. The materiels at hand and
the scope of the project make that a difficult under-
taking. Rather, an attempt will be made to analyze the
military aspects of this turbulent time, along with the
fortuitous circumstances which played into the hands of the
participants.

In order to do this, one must know something about
the causes of the Scottish Wers of the Edwards and the
general and specific policies of the leaders. The battles,
while importent in all wars, are not always the deciding
factors in determining future policy. Rether, issues are
settled by the use made of available resources and the
¢bility of the commenders to find and adopt a workaule
formula for winning. These, then, will be the factors with
which this paper will deal: (1) causes of the war (2) policy
and character of the commandefs as these two f'actors relute
to the prosecuting of the war and (3) an analysis of those
military factors which enabled the Scots to maintain their

independence.
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It is hoped that this will also clarify the means
by which one nation was able to hold off a vastly superior
enemy until it could unite with its eadversary on favorable

terms and conditions.



CAUSES OF THE WAR

1. Conditions in Scotland after
Alexander's Death
The Scottish Chroniclers agree that one of the most

tragic events that ever happened to their land was the death
of Alexander III in 1285. Subsequent events bear out this
opinion. Andrew of Wyntoun in particular, sets forth the
great sorrow of the Scottish people over the death of Alex-
ander and the great loss to the kingdom.l John of Fordun,
in his turn, tells of an old prophecy which had been made in
Scotland, and observed that all of it came true after the
death of Alexander.

While twice three years, and moons

thrice three roll by

Under no pgince the widowed land

shall lie.
Alexander gave Scotland good government. Not only was Scot-
land peaceful and prosperous, but her relations with England
were excellent. Scottish documents indicate the pains both
Alexander of Scotland and Edward of England took to maintain

this good relationship between their respective lands.3

lAndrew Wyntoun, The Orygynale Cronykil of Sgot%gnd
ed. David Laing (Edlnburgh. Edmonston and Douglas, 1827

II, 305.

2John Fordun, Chronical of The Scottish Nation ed.
William F. Skene, (Edlnburgh. Edmonston and Douglas, 1871),

II, 305.

SCalendar of Documents Relating to Scotland Preserved
in Her Majest's Public Record Office, ed. Joseph Bain, (Edin-
burgh: H.M. General Register House, 1884), II, 23,

1
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It is possible that if Alexander's children had
lived, there might never have been a Scogtish War for any
Edward. Alexander had three children but only one of them
lived to produce an heir. His only daughter, lMargaret, who
was married to the King of Noiway had died and left &n only
daughter, Margaret. The succession to the crown had been
accordingly determined and would fall to the newly born
daughter of liargaret, if Alexander failed to produce a male
heir.4 This order of succession was necessary because larga-
ret died shortly after the birth of her child. In 1285,
Alexander, in hope of an heir, married "Yolet", daughter of
the Comte de Dru, but he died before a child had been born.5

Alexander met his death in 1286. The Lanercost
Chronicle, which was composed by a contemporary, says that
on the nineteenth of March,'1286, the wind and rain were so
strong that a man could not face into the storm. That same
evening King Alexander had been holding a council at Edin-
burgh castle. When the storm reached its height, Alexander
decided he must join his new wife at Fifishire. He insisted
on plunging out into the wild night. In spite of the meny

warnings he received along the road, the King would not be

deterred. In the storm, Alexander's horse slipped and the

4andrew Lang, A History of Scotland From the Roman
Occupation, (New York: Dodd, icad, and Co. 1900), I, 124.

SIbid,,p-125.
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King was found dead on the sea shore.6
After the death of Alexander, there "rose great

strife for the crown of Scotland'l7 Various Scotsmen saw
an opportunity to feather their own nests. Factions formed
around John Balliol and Robert Bruce, contenders for the
throne. The action was taken despite the pledge demanded by
Alexander before his death, of &llegiance to the Maid of
Norway. In spite of the turmoil and quarreling, the Estates
of Scotland céme together for the purpose of considering who
would govern the realm. By the consent of all the kingdom
was to be governed by six wardens

to wit by the venerable Lord Bishop of Saint Andrews,

Sir William Fraser, Lord Duncan, Earl of Fife, and

the Lord John de Comyn Earl of Buchan, on the North

side of the water of Forth; and on the South side

there were three others, to wit, Robert, Bishop of

Glasgow, Sir John Comyn, and James, Steward of

Scotland.®
However this settlement did not succeed in quieting the
trouble, for the Earl of Fife, one of the guardians, was am-
bushed and killed soon after his appointment. The Scottish
Lords never forgot their petty differences, and although

GThg Chronicle Of Lanercost 1272-1368, ed. Sir

Herbert Maxwell, (Glasgow: James llaclehose and Sons,

Publishers to the University, 1913) p. 42.

7Sir Thomas Gray, Scalacronica, A Chronicle of
England and Scotland from A.D. MLXVTI to MCCCL (Edinburgh:

Printed for the Maitland Club, MDCCCXXXVI) p. 283.

8The Book of Pluscarden, ed. J. H. Skene, (Edinburgh:
William Paterson, 1880), 1I, 84.
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swift Justice was meted out to the perpetrators of this crime,
William and Patrick of Abernethy and Walter of Percy, the
breach left in the ranks of guardians created a scramble for
the position which proved disastrous to the unity of Scotland.
Patrick of Abernethy did, however, escape to France.9
The situation was not healthy for the remaining

guardians. They had to contend with the open war between the
two major contenders Balliol and Bruce. ©Such a combination
of circumstances greatly assisted Edward in his subsequent
actions. In relation to the strife between Balliol and Bruce,
a document was sent to Edward in the year 1290 on behalf of a
gathering of persons calling themselves Y"The Seven Earls"®.
This instrument illustrates the growing tension for "The Seven
Earls® were friends of Bruce. The Document states:

The throne being vacant by the death of Alexander III

and lest they, the Bishop of St. Andrews and John

Comyn so acting as Regents of Scotland together with

the small portion of the communitors of Scotland to

them adhering should of their own authority appoint

any king for the government of the kingdom, to the

prejudice of the rights of the Seven Earls ... he the

Procurator ... acting in the name of the before men-

tioned Seven Earls, ... doth thereby appeel to the

presence. or the person, of Edward King of England ...

and the Procurator places the bodies of the Seven Earls

of Scotland, ... and all their kith and kin, ... ufger
the protection and defence of the King of England.

9Fordun, Chronicle, II, 313.

loppcumentg and Records Illustrating the History of
Scotland and the Trancactions between the Crowns of Scotland
and England, preserved in the treasury of her liajesty's Ex-
chequer., ed. Francis Palgrave, (Commissioners in the Public
Records, 1831), I, X.
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2. Edward's Attempts at Dominion
Over Scotland

In the meantime the English King was overcome with
temptation and he began operations to obtain control over
Scotland. The English sources are very vague about many of
nis subsequent actions. The English writers'insist that
Edward had every right to declare himself Lord Paramount as
he later did. But he did not at once take action to support
this title. The Scottish Chroniclers on the other hand
recognized Edward's machinations but felt that the Scots
were too wezk and'disunited to defend themselves.

Indications of the future appeared as early as Febru-
ary 20, 1289. Edward knew of course, as well as the Scots,
that the kaid of Norway was next in line for the throne.
Edward's first attempt to obtain a hold over Scotland was
to havé his son, the future Edward II, given in marriage to
the Maid of Norway.ll Finally, on February 20th a memorandum
dealing with "certain secret letters touching the affairs of
Norway", indicates Edward's intentions.lz On the same day
the King ordered the Bishop of Durham to tzke possession of

the late King of Scotland's lands in Penrith and Tyndale.13

1lFordun, Chropnicle, II, 305.

12Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 98.

15Idem.
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The reader gets the impression from the order that Edward
had requested this of the Bishop before and had perhaps
started his maneuvers for the throne of Scotland even earlier
than the date of the order.

All this activity took place behind a f'acade of be-
nevolent interest displayed by Edward for the contenders for
the Scottish throne, Balliol and Bruce. He even cleared the
way for Balliol to obtain the lands of his mother Drvorgilla.l4
But Edward went ahead with his own plen of the marriage for
his son to the laid of Norway. Six special envoys were sent
to the six wardens of Scotland to arrange the marriage "be-
tween his son and Heir, Edward of Caernarvon, and the said
Maid of Norway, Margaret, the Heiress of Scotland."l5 On
March 17, 1298, the guardians and Estates of Scotland gave

their assent to the union.16

Ambassadors of Norway met with
the Bishops of St. Andrews and Glasgow and treated with Edward
in regard to the prospective marriage.l7 The Scottish writers

insist that appended to the marriage contract were certain

141pig. pasy. .

lsPluscardeg Chronicle, II, 85.

16Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 101l.

17Ce1ender of Pztent Rolls, Preserved in the Public
Record Office, Edwerd I A.D., Prepared under the superin-
tendence of the Deputy Keeper of the Records, (London:

Published by the Authority of Her Majesty, 1894), III, 327,
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agreements specifying definite conditions pertuaining to the
marriage. These agreements provided that "&ll rights and
customs, both lay and eccelesiastical ... would be free and
quit of all thraldom."18 One more step wes needed before
final arrangements could be made. This was a special dispen-
sation which was received from Pope Nicholas XIV on November
16 granting to Edward of Caernarvon the right to marry Marga-
ret.19 This was necessary because the laid of Norway and
Edward were cousins germane.

The King of Norway was loath to part with his daughter,
either for purposes of nis own policy or beceause of a genuine
attachment for her. The Scots had urged him to send the laid
immediately after they had agreed to Edward's pJ:'oposit,ion.2o
Again on Apiil 17, 1290, the King of England urged the Nor-
weglan Monarch to send "his daughter to England without delay."21
In the meantime extensive preparations went forward to receive
Ilargaret and to fetch the Maid from the Orkneys to which point
the Norwegians were to conduct her. After a long delay there

appears in the documents an extract stating that John de Tundale,

Imessenger to the Bishop of St. Andrews, had landed. This worthy

18patent Rolls, II, 327.
lgBain, Scotticsh Documents, II, 327.

£0patent Rolls, II, 328.

ZlBain, Scottish Documents, II, 107.
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brought letters from his lord to Edward reporting the arrival
of the "Damsel of Scotland" in the Orkneys.22 In spite of
this notation, there were hints that the kaid was already
dead.23 In this way, Edward's first plan went astrey and
the merrisge was never concluded. It removed the last hope
of a satisfactory succession to the throne end geve the con-
tenders for the throne a free hend. This event destroyed
tihe last hope of Scottish unity under Alexander's heirs.

Edward was not to be so eacsily thwerted in his de-
signs on Scotland. Soon after the death of Alexander, the
Scots say Edwerd had begun gethering and falsifying infor-
mation from the variocus monastaries and ebbeys in England to
build up a legal cleim for the overlordship of Scotlamd.z4
Even Florence of Worcester, an English monk, states that
Edward hed the chronicles carefully inspected. Florence
wrote, "It appeared plain to all and each, that the supreme
right to the kingdom of Scotleand was vested in and belonged
to him (Edward)."2® Edward sent an order to the Prior and

Convent.of Cheétér on March 21, 1291, in which he repeated,

22Lang, History of Scotland, I, 166.

2"5Ibid., 167. The maid's death wes confirmed a monthn

24PLuscarden Chronicle, II, 137.

5Florence of iWorcester, The Chronicle of Florence
of Worcester with Two Continuations; Comprising Annsals of
English History From the Departure of the Romans to the
Reign of Edwerd I, trans. Thomus Forester, (London: Henry
G. Bohn, York Street, Covert Garden, MDCCCLIX), p. 328.

later,
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"his late command to inspect their chronicles, &nd to transmit
any extrects touching England and Scotland without delay."26
Furthermore, Edward's intentions in Scotland are revealed in
the fact that he had forced on them the Bishop of Durham in
1290. This agent of Edward was supposed to treat with the
keepers of Scotland over problems "touching the state of their
queen and cf the realm of Scotland."?7

Edward began to put his second plan into operation to
capture the Scottish throne. On ligy 10, 1291, after Edward
had completed his research on his right to Scotland, he
issued an invitation to the Eishops of St. Andrews and Glasgow
and the Nobles and lLicgnates of Scotland to meet him at Norham.28
The purpose of this meeting, so far es the Scots knew, was to
discuss the succession to the throne of Scotland. The English
Chroniclers indicate thet Edward had been officially invited
by the Estates of Scotland to decide the contention of the
succession. his seems a strange acticn for the Scots to
take, in view of their anti-English sentiment. Fordun claims
that the Scots invited Edward to judge the dispute, by this

time in full force, because he was the only prince powerful

enough to enforce the results of the decision among the

26Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 110.

“Tpatent Rolls, II, 372.

28Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 110.
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contenders for the Scotticn tnroue.°9 Possibl;” the Scots

ald not veut to reveel tact ther thencselves veie virtudlly

—
N

forced to cttend tinls discussion.uo The fact re..aiis tact
taere 1s no officicl document exteant thut could be coustrued
eSS en lnvitetio.n Ir'rom the Scots to asii bBdwerd to iatervene.
In eny cuse, Eawerd went to grect lengths to re-

ascuie tiae Scots. e grounilcsed feir pley before the Council
met. Scfle cocaaucte were gilven with tac followdliy words:

"That thils shell not be o precedeat to tae prejuuice of
Scotland.” 1 But ot tae swune tine, he plonuled the entire
operation ccrefully with & veoew ® nis owin success,.

An oider 1n the Close nolls dateu smpril 13, 122

counmenaed "Robzert de Stutewell cnd sixty otuaers to be at
Norhnoas witi holcses wnd arue i.. six veels from Baster nex t."7
Thic &cticn geve the Englien @ strouag tasiiiiig point wen
Edward mede his denana to be recognized es Lord Ferauouat,
for ne woulu tihcn be atle to tecii his denwuiu witin force of

&LI0S o

[

<9 . ; . .
Fordui, Cuaroniclce, II, 307.
50 N .
Idem. Fordw: says the suerdiens and nobles of
Scotlead seut for Edverd to become "suprewe jucge" ia this
metter.

’lBain, Scottish Documents, II, 110.

o
32

Celender of Cloce Rolls, Preszrved in the Fublic
Record Orf'ice, rrepured uvnuer tie superiutencence ol tae

92

De_uty Keepycr of the LKecords, (Loadons Puabliched by autaority

of Ker Lijesty, 1e94) III, 196.

'
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Had Edward confined himself to the avowed task for
which he convened the assembly, all would have been well.
Unfortunately the English King was driven on by a veulting
ambition. During the first business of the council with the
Estates of Scotland, Edward declared himself to be Lord
Paramount, é claim that made him virtual ruler of Séotland.33
In addition he backed his claim with documents.®? The Scottish
nobles must nhave been thunderstruck, for they displayed a
strange lack of action in a people accustomed to vigorously
proclaiming their rights. To understand the beasis for this
extraordinary cleim, it will be necessary to take & look into
the past relationships of England and Scotland to discover
the basis for Edward's contention.

The chroniclérs agree, with some slight differences,
that Kenneth, King of the Scots, had sworn fealty and bound
himself to militery service by land and sea to Edgar the
Pacific.35 The land he did homage for, however, was Cumbria
and not the whole of Scotland.36 A second submission of

Scotland came when the King of Scots bowed to "Cnuto the Dane"

%3Lang, History of Scotland, I, 168.

54Florence, Chronicle, p. 328. The documents were
those Edward obtained from the monasteries. Fordun and
Langtoft say the same thing.

35Florence, Chronicle, p. 73.

36Fordun, Chronicle, II, 163.
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1031, again for the Lordship of Cumbria.37 Submission number
three apparently occurred when lalcolm submitted to William
the Congueror. Scotland had become involved in difficulty
with William because of Malcolm's interest in the English
people, which was reinforced by‘Malcolm's marrieage to Saint
Margaret, sister of Edgar the Atheling.‘ Malcolm pertormed
homage for only twelve towns which he held in England.58 On
the other hand, Florence states that William reduced Scotland
in 1072 A.D. and forced Malcolm to do fealty for all the
Land.59 The fealty must have been a strange victory for
Williem because Malcolm was soon busily ravaging Northumbria
in 1079.40 In other words, Malcolm's homage was apparently
half-hearted and insecure. »

In 1174, England and Scotland were again at war when
William the Lion of Scotland invaded England, then under
Henry II. The Engzlish King was having difficulty with his
sons. William felt he had a chance for conquest because the
eldest son of Henry invited William to march against his

father. But this campaign resulted in the capture of the

Scottish King. Henry lost no time in forcing him and his

37;2;@., p. 176.
%8Ibid., p. 204.
39Florence, Chronicle, p. 177.
401pid., p. 180.
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lords to do homage for all of Scotland. Nonetheless, Henry
wsuffered Him (William) freely to govern Scotland."4l The
final homage was Alexander's in 1278.42 This long series of
submissions seems to indicéte that Edwerd had some justi-
fication in claiming the throne of Scotland. On the other
hend, Edward's case is weakened when one is aware that the
homage of thé Scottish rulers was limited largely to btorder
areas and not to the whole of Scotland.

Even in the case of Williem who submitted to Henry
for all of Scotland, Richard Cour de Lion exonerated him
from all homage for Scotland when William paid Richard
12,000 pounds.43 According to Florence, William was at this
time also reinstated in his "dignities and honours which his
predecessors held in England."44 All of this information
would certainly not indicate thet England ever had held full
sway over Scotlend. Further support of the Scottish claim
of independence was found in Alexander III submission. He
performed his homege at Edward's cornation, "without preju-

dice to all his dignities ... for his lands in England.“45

4lLangtoft, Chronicle, II, 13.
42:_[_b_:i=g., Pe 33
4319;@., Pe 33.
44Florence, Chronjicle, p. 395.

431pid., p. 300.
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He was only going to do service for his possessions in
England.46

It is apparent from first to last Edward's claim
to be overlord of Scotland was shaky and he had ﬁo establish-~
ed right to be declared Lord Paramount. In fact, the Bishop
of Glasgow answered Edward's claim.47 Edward, by now, how-
ever, had his army at Norhém, and there was little the Scots
could do to oppose him. The subtle pressure exerted by the
army did produce results at Norham as can be seen from the
letters patent of the competitors, "agreeing that seisin of
the Kingdom of Scotland and its castles should be delivered
to the King of England."48 This instrument was sealed on
June 6, 1291.

On June 3, 1291, documents were drawn certifying
the Guardians of Scotland and indicating that the "afore-
said Guardians, with 27 other Earls and Barons of Scotland,
swore fealty on the Holy Evangels. Waereon the King as

Overlord prdclaimed his peace throughout the whole realm."49

4€ pPal grave, Scottish Documents, p. 2

4Tyyntoun, Chronicle, II, 30l.

48B5in, Scottish Documents, II, 492.

491pid., p. l22.
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Edward's second plan had thus far been successful.50 The
Estateé of Scotland accepted this order as binding, though
not without bitterness at the presence of armed force. The
whole incident illustrates Edward's thoroughness and lawyer-
like qualities. Certain Scottish Castles were subsequently
turned over to Edward as Lord Paramount. For instance,
"Ralph Basset, Knight," was appointed keeper of Edinburgh
castle at "one marx per diem for himself and retinue."5l
During the year of 1291, the Patent Rolls show many protections

issued for men going on the King's service into Scotland.52

3. The Settlement of the Issue of the Throne

After Edward had gained his point by overawiag the

Scots with a show of force, the major business of considering

which of the contenders should have the throne of Scotland

50Lanercost Chronicle, p. 8l4. A complete submission

document was preserved at Lanercost, it reads: " For as much

as we the Scots Lords have all come to the faith of the noble
Prince, Sir Edward King ‘of England, we promise for ourselves
and our heirs, so far as that is within our power, that we
shall be loyal and serve you loyally against all men who may
live and die; and that so soon as we know of any thing to the
detriment of the king or his heirs, we shall oppose it to the
best of our power, To this we bind ourselves and our heirs,
which we have sworn upon Holy Gospels. Loreover, we have done
our fealty to our Lord the aforesaid King in these words, each
one for himself. I will be faithful and loyal, and bear faith
and loyalty to King Edward of England had his heirs, with life
and limb and earthly honour against all men who m&y live and
die."

51Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 1l1lZ2.
52Patent Rolls, II, 434.
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was placed before the assembly. The number of the pretenders
was large and not all theAchroniclers agree on Jjust how many
there were. The list generally includes: Florence, count of
Holland, John Balliol, Robert Bruce, John Hastings, John Comyn,
Patrick, Count of karch, John Viscy, Nicholas de Sowlis,
William de Ross, end Patrick Galighitly.°® Also Norway's
interest in the Scottish throne had already appeared. A
paper giving a claim put forward "by the procurators for
Eric, King of Norway" 1is found in the Scottigh Documents.54
The rest of the preteanders had previously set forth their
respective claims for consideration at Norham.

Edward now mede preparations to decide among the

contenders. As tne author of Pluscarden states, "Edward of

England chose twenty-four men distinguished by learning,
character, and age and loyalty,"55 to come to some decision

on the problem. The number was made up of twelve men from
Scotland and Twelve men from England; however the exact number
is vague in most sources. The men chosen to judge were
supposed to check records and report back to the King and

Assembly who should be King of Scotland.56

53Gray, Scalacronica, p. 1l42.

S4Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 142.

55Plusca;den Chronicle, II, &6.

56Fordun, Chronicle, II, 307.
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There is some dispute between the Scottish and English
writers over Edward's handling of the case. Existing docu-
ments show that Edwérd made a gesture towards Jjustice in regard
to the Count of Holland's claim on the Scottisin throne. In
this case the English King appointed both Scots and English
to inspect the records as to the Count's contention.57 In
spite of Edward's efforts, however, oné must admit the Scots
took a dim view‘of a2ll proceedings when they considered
Edward's past actions. For instence, although the proceedings
of the‘deciding council were supposed to be secret, Edward had
admittance to the Cheamber. He sought added assistance and

prestige for the decision from the learned Paris Doctors.58

This fact is not mentioned by any of the English Chroniclers.59
According to the Scots, Edward falsified the case when

presenting it for the Jjudgement of the Paris Doctors. The King

cleimed there was no general or accepted custom for placing

a king on the throne of Scotland "and that, moreover, the

English Kings, being the Overlords of that Kingdom, took the

57Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 126.

58Plusca_x;gen Chrohicle. II, &as.

59In all fairness to the English Chroniclers it must
be admitted they wrote at the time these events took place and
so perhaps did not have all the facts available. Added weight
must be given this idea when it is considered that only Edward
and his council knew of this request to the Paris Doctors.
Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 88. The majority of the Scottish
writers, on the other hand, did most of their work after the
Scottish Wars of the Edwards had become history. Hence only
the Scots mention the decisions of the Paris Doctors.
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said land into their hands"™ until such time as the question
was settled.so »

Perhaps the most important aspect of the deliberatioas
of the Paris Doctors is that it does give some indication of
how the field was narrowed to Balliol and Bruce and what
principles governed the decisions.61 Two opposing views were
expressed. One contended that if there is no established
custom in selecting the King, recourse must be had to Roman
Law. This law declares that when "two claimants to a given
throne trace in the collateral line to the king last deceased,
... the one a step nearer stands first in the succession, not
withstending primogeniture or the other side.“Gz If this law
had governed the decision, Bruce would have come to the throne.
For Robert Bruce was a step nearer in degree, but the eminent
men of France said that if the lands were held in fee from
England, then kngland could govern the choice. Thus the rule
of primogeniture decided the case and Balliol was favored.63

However, the Paris Doctors were not zgreed on either

of these two judgements. One of the doctors declared that if

6oPluscarden Chronicle, II, &9,

61A genealogical table based on one from Fordun will
be found in appendix (A) of this paper. It is hoped this
table will afford some assistance in the following rather
complicated claims.

62Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 89.
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Scotland had any custom regarding the succession of a king,
that custom must teke precedence over that of England, even
though Scotland was held in fee.64

The Scots believed thaet the correct method in choosing
a king was by Romen Law which would have given Bruce the
Throne. It must be remenbered, however, that these men were
writing after the time of both Bruce and Balliol and were
looking at the situetion in the light of later developments.
They were prejudiced in fevor of Bruce because his heirs had
come to the throne and neeued support. They argued thsat
Scottisn usage had demanded originally thet the most direct
relative 1ule if the Scots decided he was fitted for the
throne.65 After the time of Malcolm Canmore this was altered
to the principle that the nearest living relative "should
receive the kingdom without regerd to fitness.® The document
continuest: "Failing the royzl line the next heir begotten of
a collatercl stock should have the inheritance.®®® This
supported the Scottish position, but it looks like primo-
geniture, clthough the Scots called it Roman Law.

As the litigation continued, the field was narrowed

until only Bruce and Bzlliol were left. The Scots, as before,

641p1i4., p. 92.
6SFordun, Chronicle, II, 134.
66Ibid., pe 135.
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charged Edward with working against the best interest of
Scotlend. Fordun clazims that Edward's free entrance to
the Council Chamber showed him that fhe choice seemed likely to
be Bruce, whereupon he called ais own council at once.67
The English King at this time had no particular interest in
wnich candidate obtained the throne so long as he, Edward,
was in control. However, Anthony of Eek, Bishop of Durham,
warned the King against such & strong man as Robert Bruce.
The King is reported to have replied, "By Christ's blood!
thou hast sung well.n©® |

It was further suggested to Edward that he obtain a
promise of homege from one of the two remaining conte.ders
before he decided which of them should receive the crown of
Scotland. Bruce was called in first and was off'ered the
throne in return for his homage, He answered, "I shall never
in gaining that kingdom for myself reauce it to thraldom."69

The question was next put to Balliol w.ao readily agreed to

accept Edward's terms. Upon the announcement of the decision

67Fordun, Chronicle, II, 208.

681dem.

69Igem, II, 308. All information concerning Edward's
offer of a crown to Eruce and Balliol can be found on pege 308.
The account is for the most part the same as found in other
Scottish Chronicles.
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Bruce is supposed to have withdraewn from the assembly without
ever tendering his homeze to Balliol, the new King of Scotland.7o
Edward, efficient as always, saw to it that all arrange-
ments were carried through and that Belliol lived up to his
part of the bargain. John de Balliol performed his homage to
his Overlord Edward for the Kingdom of Scotland on December 26,

at Newcastle-on-—tyne.7l

4, The Immediate Causes of the War

Edward began his role of Overlord with commendable
restraint. lMany instances of his kindly offices exist. &
case in ,point wes the English King's prompt action in turning
over to Balliol all of Scotlend toéether viith ell the castles
and forts of that land. A document dated January 2, 1293,
gives proof of the transfer. It will Le remembered that while
litigaetion was being conducted, Edward held Scotland in ward
as Lord Paramount.72 In addition to Edward's prompt handing
over of Scotland, he, "of his cpecial favormpardons John de

Bzlliol King of Scotland 30,000 pounds ... due his relief.® 79

791@;@., Qe 309, The decision against the claim of
Bruce was given Lovember 6, 1292 (Bain, Scottish Documents,
II, 151). John de Balliol was pronounced King of Scotland on
November 14, 1292 (Bain, Scottich Documents, II, 152. Lang
seys November 17, page 175).

71Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 152.
7

®Ipid., p. 153.

73Ibid., Pe 157,






Edwerd folloved up this kind office con lay 3, 1293, by order-
ing his "officers to deliver the lands of Tyndele to Balliol
King of Scotleaid becwuce thne lect liing held thema™ 14 almost
es en efterthoucsnt tile scribe edded "Zelliol must do ncma: e
for Tynaale."

The Eng_ish King snowed later, oa the otncr nands, tiact
nis 1irst ccticus were indeed but preteanse. In tiae ligat of
csutseguent events, Buaward's cctlilons verdsiise. The mngilen
King hea ceined o tremcnuous success over Scotlaund. dJust ho
grect the achilevement was can be understood when it 1s cun-
cicered agocilucst the becugrouwnd of a very difficult war Zdoeard
hed been forceu to wege agalust the welen. In the conteation
with Scotlainwd, Euward, witnhout striiilng a blow, hed obtulned
Overlordsnip ol a populace and country mucn lerger then that
cf weles.

The roll of tue kindly father ia the Edwerd-Belliol
reletioneniy did not lest long end the true chnerecter of
Edwera's position soon mace itself felt. The English King
nes bteen accused oi delivesrctely «rivin; oclliol to rebellion.75
Certelnly tnere viere oppurtunitics providea oo Zuward to
eccom_.lisn thle purpose. One cif the f'irct moves thet brousnt
Belliol creasning down wae provideu by one of ais own couuntry

men. The Scotticsn Chwoniclers meintein tnut bEdlliol was not

"4C1oce Rolle, III, 28

[ .o e R
7“Lang, distory of Scotlunc, I, 176.
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liked nor was he well supported by a considereble number of
the nobility.'® If this is true it would in pert explein
the actions of Maéduff in bringing suit against Belliol in
Edward's court. The suit was the result of the sleying of
the Eerl of Fife wnich has been discussed in a previous
secticn of this paper.77 liacduff was the Earl's heir and
there were those w::0 would not give up to him the lends of
Fife. Macduff hed first brought his case to Balliol but had
received no satisfection. He then took the case to the Court
of Edweard, Overlord of Scotland. The action was a contributing
factor in causing tine later struggle between Edwerd of Englend
end Belliol of Scotland.78

Wyntoun, a Scottish Chronicler of the period, has
left a rather complete account of Balliol's disgrace.79 Af'ter
Macduff had pleced his case before Edward, the King of Scots
was ciltea to appear in person in his Overlord's court, a
request not unusual under the circumstances. -However, such a
summons could hardly bte called a gesture of friendship. A

summons in itself was bad enough but Edwerd's next step was

to call Macduff to confront his adversary.

Clang)
76Fordun,Chronic1e p» 3519. He+&hotes firom the St.

Albans Chronicle, King John, "opened not his mouth, fearing

the frenzied wildness of that people the Scots ... so dwelt

he 3%%? them as a lamb among wolves." Long, distory ol Scotleaud,
See page 3.

78Wyntoun, Chronicle, II, 325.

Ivig., p, 326.
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When the Macduff case was called, Balliol arose and

stood in his place. A procurator appointed by Eelliol went
to the ber to present the Scottish King's siae of the cese.
This action that Balliol took was in acéordance with a
courtesy given to great lords sucn &s he. Edward, however,
was determined to humiliate Balliol.

The Kyng Edward off Ingland

Bade pym ga to the bar and stango

And his spek thare on thame lay
Wwyntoun agreed with John Bzlliol thet he was not "tretted
as kyng in the proces."81

No reference to the Lacduff case appears in any of

the documents of the time, nor is it mentioned by the IEnglish
Chroniclers. It can be safely assumed, however, that such
ean incident did occur because the case is mentioned, by &ll
the Scottish writers. Moreover, a document does exist which
tells of a cace similer to the one under discussion. In
April of 1293 the following instrument was executed: "The
King &s Overlord of Scotlend, to the Saireff of Northumber-
lend, commends him in person to cite the King of Scotland
to appear and answer the compleint of John Mazum at West-

minster on the Morrow of ascension next."ez Balliol in this

80Idem,
8

1Ibig., p. 327.

82Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 160.
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instance was abtle to avoid the summons by sending a letter
of explanation to the King of England.83

As a result of such humiliations, King John was fast
approacning the breaking point, a condition Edward both
desired and deliberctely fostered. ©Suddenly the complexion
of this relationsnip was changed. Edward found himself in-
volved i.1 a contention with Philip of France over Gascony
and was forced to seek aid from Balliol. Edward now demanded
assistance from Balliol whom he had formerly humiliated. OCn
June 29, 1292, & military summons was sent to Scotland order-
ing "Jonn King of Scots and 13 of the masnates of Scotland to
join him [Edwardl} with their force at London."84

John at last saw his opportunity. He called a
Parlizment but not primarily to consider Edward's summons.
vwhen the Estates of Scotland met, John proceeded to set foith
the treatment he had suff'ered at the hands of the English
King. The Estates of Scotland found Balliol not to be the
least btound by the summons becauce the King of Scotland's
oath of homage had been extorted from him by force and
intimidation. Loreover, the Lords pointed out, that John

could not have taken an oath such as he did without consulting

the three estates of the realm. In effect, if the above

€1pid. ,pl62.
841Qeg.
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rezsoning wes correct, John had talien a privete octh wiich

. . o 85
had no force on & puklic office. °

Additionel reasoning has been marshalled by the
Scottish Caroniclers in support of the Scot's actions towerd
Edward's csummons. To have complied with Edward's summons,
so the Ccots maintuin, would have been to perjure Scotlend
in the eyes of the 'iorld. The Scottish Kingdom could not
have proceeded egainst the French had they wished to do so,
because cn alllance clready existed with F:ance.86 According
to Fordun, the first treaty was sealed in 787 at Aachen with
Charles the Great.67

Peraaps, knowing the dangerous advisary they con-
fronted, the Scots muue a wore binding treauty with Freance &t
this time. The details iuvolved the mairriese of Ealliol's
son, Euwzrd, to the niece of the Xing of Fiance along with
thie usuul merriege portions. The heart of the treaty uealt
with en ellieance ageinst Zngland s well s Germeny, "both
by land and sea."88 also in the treaty are to be found
elements of the graend strctegy for drawing off the Englisa

from wn

™

ichever land, Scotland ox France, Edwerd chose to

cttack.

85°7u"0'“uea Chronicle, II, 106.

87Forduu, Chronicle, II, 1CC.

88Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 109,




27

Langtoft, in his turn, tells of further machinations
on the part of Balliol and his lords. The English Chronicler
was & contemporary of Edward's time and very bitter against
the Scots. In prefacing his-remarks regarding these dis-
simulations Langtoft gives voice to the wish that Scotland
may be cursed by the lother of God, thus illustreting the
i1l will the Englicsh bore the Scots. The English Chronicler
continues with an account of an attempt on the part of Balliol
to win the Pope to his side in the dispute, "The mad King of
Scotland with the advice of his mad barons has sent messengers
to the court of Rome."89 The Scottish envoys were to set
before the Pope the full circumstances under which Balliol
received his crown. This effort produced results, as shall
be indicuted.

Philip, the King of France, doubtless with no little
delight, sent to Edward the terms of the treaty between
France and &Zcotland October 2%, 1295.90 On the same dey the
Scots' King sent his letters patent dealing with the French

treaty.gl

Edward, even before Bzlliol's transactions with the

Holy See, had taken considerable action against Balliol and

89
Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 221.

90Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 166.

L1pig., 5. 166.
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his subjects. Part of Edward's reprisal took the form of
el

seizing and celling th nds and goods of Scots taxen on

a
92 . .
This wes incressed and extended

their manors in England.
when Edward received confirmetion of the Scottish-French
alliance.g3

The new reprisals put into operation &t tie behest
of Edward, were carried too far to admit of a reconciliation
between the Lonarchs of England and Scotland. Balliol
probably could not have controlled his nobles ana the
Scottish King himself under the lash of humiliation would
hardly be willinz to exert a restraining influence. The
result was a foregone conclusion. The Estates of Scotland
in the year of 1295 dispatched a document to the English
court reciting the injuries inflicted upon Scotland and their
King. Balliol speais of "violent occupations of his castles
and possessions ... a.:d therefore he renounces the homage
extorted from him by violence and his fealty for his lands

in England."”?

The Abbot of Arbrozth received the doubtful
honor of delivering this instrument to Edward. Fordun claims

that so great was the rage of Edward upon receiving the

921dem.
9Lang, History of Scotland, I, 177.

94Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 167.
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intelligence that the good Abbot almost lost his life not-
withstanding his religious character and the fact he was an
envoy.95

Edward summoned Balliol once more to stand trial for
his insufferable actions, but John showed little interest in
such a proposition. Edward now retaliated by having laws
enacted depriving Balliol of his kingzdom, but these laws had
no effect in Scotland.96 On December 16, 1295, the King of
Enzlend regerded war as his only solution, for in the Rolls
appears an order to the Larshal of England and many others
to come with horses and arms and to proceed against "John
King of Scotland who had committed actions, contrary to his
oath, to the injury of the King's crown.”97

The claim of the Scottish writers now is that Edward
chose to review his first Jjudgment and called to him Robert
Bruce II, the son of the pretender Robert Bruce. The elder
Bruce had died in the month of April, 1294, according to
papers dealing witin the settlement of his estate.98 The

crafty English King now told Rotert that the decision which

gave the Crown of Scotland to Balliol was improperly rendered

Fordun, Chronicle, II, 315.
91pid., p. 316.

9Tc1o0se Rolls, III, 501.
98Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 1l64.




30

and that if he, the younger Bruce, would help Edward in the
coming war against the Scots, he should nhave thne throné of
Scotland.99

Preparations for war now began in earnest with the
English moving toward Berwick. This Walled town was doubt-
less picked because it possessed as good a port as &ny near
that part of the Scottish-English border. MAoreover, if
Edward did not occupy that city, the Scots would not only
have an excellent sup.ly inlet but a good base of operations
for taking the English in flankX when that army moved farther
into Scotland. Leang adds enother cause to the list of rezsons
of why the Englicsh chose to strike at Berwick. He says some
few English citizens were murdered when members of the
Scottish population rose up in anger.loo

The Scots took steps to defend themselves aware that
some such move would be made by Edward. King John, on the
advice of the Estates, sent "all the nobles and freeholders
as well as the rest of the veliant men of ... Fife to ...
defend the town of Berwick."lOl Further action was taken
against the English during and after the fi;ht &t Lerwic'ie

Balliol, with the help of the Bishops of tcotleoudd,

99Fordun, Chronicle, II, 316.
lOOLang, History of Scotland, I, 177.

0
1 lPluscargen Chronicle, II, 1l1ll.
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now proceeded to remove all persons of English birth, both
temporal and ecclesiastical, from all positions of trust.
The commonalty of Scotland assisted in the purge by driving
the English from the soil of the lLiother Land.loz
The stage was now set for the series of terrible
wars wnicil were to all but destroy the Scottish nation and

prevent the English from reelizing her Imperiel ambitions

for almost 500 years.

1021pi4., p. 112.



II. THE POLICIES CF TiE EDWwWaRDS
IN THE SCOTTISH WARS

l. The Downfsll of Ealliol

The policies which Edward used in the conduct of the
Scottish Wers, set precedents wnich were followed by his son
and granason in later years. This chapter will deel in part
with Edward's method of obtaining dominance over the Scots
and holding them in subjection. The counter movements of
the Scots in attempting to withstand the onslaught of the
English will be discussed in the next succeeding chapters.

In examining Edward's policy of atteumpted dominetion, we get
a clear view of the English attitude toward Scotland for
almost a centuiye.

After Edwuard had assembled his force he lost no time
in coming to grips with the town of Berwick. The most sig-
nificant fact in the capture of Berwick that is revealed in

he Chronicles is that Edward resorted to "cunning". The
Scots say that this involved a staged retreat as if Edward
had lifted the siege on the town. The English forces, when
beyond view of the wetch towers of Berwick, arrayed them-
selves in the Scottish foimation with Scottish standards and
the cross of St. Andrews displayed. As this disguicsed force
advanced on Berwick the garrison and townspeople, believing
they were delivered, rushed out to greet what they supposed

were thelr deliverers - the army of Scotland. The Scots

32
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recognized their mistake too late and the English soon gained
the walls.l As the Lanercost Chronicler writes, "the pride
of these traitors was humbled almost without the use of force."2

Edward wished to make an example of Eerwick and ordered
a generul slaughter of tue Scottish soldiery and pernaps, &as
the Scottisn chroniclers insist, civilians. Fordun says,
"neither sex nor age was spared."3 This carnage apparently
affected Edward even though he had ordered it. On seeing a
woman slain, he is reported to have cried out,

“Lasses, Lasses," then cryid hi:
"Leve off, leve off," that word suld te.

4
There is some evidence thet the feeling of the English was so
strong againcst the Scots that a massacre was & foregone con-
clusion. Langtoft expresses the hope that "nothing remzins
to them [the Scots) ..., except only their rivelings (shoes)
and their bare buttocks."®

The actual number of individuals killed thet day is
difficult to determine. Fordun plecces the dead as high as

7,500.6 The Lanercost Chronicler outdoes this figure by

declaring "15,000 of both sexes perished."7 The Langtoft

lFordun, Chronicle, II, 318.

2Lanercost Chronicle, p. 135.

3Fordun, Chronicle, II, 318.
4Wynton, Chronicle, II, 333.
5Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 2£33.

®Fordun, Chronicle, II, 318.

T.aneranct Chpdnialse w  12E
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Chronicle sets the number of the fellen at 4,000, & figure
perhaps clocser to the truth than either of the former.8
The Chroniclers are well known for their great exaggeration
of numbers participating in battles and the numbers slain.

The English King had now conquered a stronghold and
his future policy reveals thet he recognized the velue of
Berwick and intended to hold the port for England. Since
Berwick had fallen through trickery, little deamege had been
done to the wells, the fortifications were strengthened and
around the town, "a wide and broad foss" was dug.9 The town
of Berwick was then staffed from top to bottom with English-
men. On April 2, 1296, the King at Berwick gave an order,
"that Sir Lobert Clifford with 140 men-at-arms and £00 foot
shall keep the larch of Scotland till three weeks after
Easter next, teking hostages of Selkirk forecst, the moor of
Covers etc."lo In the seme month "Edward forced William,
son of John of Perth, Bernard le liercer .... burgesses, and
the whole community of the town of Berwiclk to swear fealty.ll

Edward's next move was decided fo. him by the Scottish

attack on the English under Warenne besieging the fortress

8Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 233.
9Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 235.

loBain, Scottish Documents, II, 170.

1l1pig.,p.187.
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of Dunbar.1® Because of the inept handling of the troogs
and the dissension within their own renks the Scots took a
beating from which they did not soon recover.ls This battle
will be dezlt with to a greater extent in the following
chapter.

One of the significent aspects of Edward's policy
towards the Scote is seen in his treatment of prisoners.
These men were not taken to any one place of confinement
but were separeted into small groups of two or three men.
The purpose of this was to prevent conspiracies and plots
against the Englisn which might develop from close associ-
ation of the prisoners. The earls went to the tower of
London and the rest of the noble prisoners were placed in
variocus castles througchout England.l4 Proof of this dispo-
cition of priconers exists in a document deted kNay 16, 1296,
listing tue castles to which the Scottish prisoners of
Dunbar were committed.15 In the list may be found the names
of Earls, Knights, and Esquires. The common i'olk are all
omitted. Langtoft says of the Scots after the Battle of
Dunbar, "the Scots have lost in the field their heads with

their ears."16

lzLang, History of Scotland, I, 178.

lzggpercost Chronicle, p. 140.

14
Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 251.
15Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 176.

l6Langtoft, gggonicle, II, 249.
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At this point Edward mede a grave error winich later
proved expensive to him and his heirs. After the Battle of
Dunbur, Bruce, the scn of the pretender, insisted that Edwerd
keep hiec promise with regard to the Scottisn throne.t7 He
had, as has been noted in the last chapter, promised the
throne to Eruce. However, the arrogant Edward replied to
thls reguest, "Have we nothing else to do but to win king-
doms for thee?"l8 Bruce was enresged and crushed bty the answer
and he withdrew from the wer and left Scotland for good. His
son Robert inheritea the task of avenging Edward's insult to
his father.

The Bettle of Dunbar broke the back of the Scottish
resistance. On that fatal field a large number of those wio
supported Balliol were either slain or imprisoned. The re-
mainder of the campaign consisted of a cseries of sieges
ageinst the strongholds still held by the Scots for Balliol.
Edward conducted the rest of the campaign with mildness, con-
sidering the times and his earlier behavior. The English
King gave orders that no man should plunder or burn and that

a feir price must be paid for all supplies.19

17Fordun, Chronicle, II, 319.

lsldgm R

19Lanercost, Chronicle, II, 149. Lang says Edward
was harsh and "invited all the outlaws .... to join his army."
.Lang, History of Scotland, I, 178. The number indicated in
the Patent and Close Rolls does not bear out Lang's contention.
As near as I could count there were 200 such cases. A small
number of men in an army of 10, 0CO0.
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Edward advanced as far as the castle of Forfar where
he was met by John Comyn who then submitted to Edward.go
Perhaps Comyn hoped to salvege as much as possible for his
King by this act. It was obvious that with disunity in Scot-
land and meny Knights in the hands of the English, that the
war could be prosecuted no longer.

Whetever Comyn's reasons were, he contracted to bring
John Balliol and nais son Edward from iberdeen to llontrose,
a place apgointed for the Scottisn King's submission.21
Here Balliol gave up the charge of Scotland in a moving scene.
"King John stripped off his kingly ornaments, and holding a
white wand in his hand surrendered up with staff and baton, ...
all right whien he himself had or might have, to the kingdom
of Scotland."<? Letters Patent dated July 2, 1296, declared
that, "John by the Grace of God King of Scotleand confessed
his offence against his liege lord and delivers up to him
the kingdom of Scotland and its people."23 The document is
followed by a long list of the Knights and magnates of the
realm of Scotland, coming into the king's peace and swearing

feelty to their overlord Edward.24 Balliol and his son were

20pP1uscarden Chronicle, II, 114.

ZIIbid.dxllS.

22Fordun, Chronicle, II, 320.

szain, Scottish Documents, II, 179.

24Ideg.
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kept in close confinement in London for some time. The
confinement, however, was not severe for appearing in the

Close Rolls, November 22, 1296, is Edward's grant of a hunts-

man and a household page to John Balliol.26 Ex-king John was
at last allowed to return to his old family lands in Freance
where he died; his son was held a few years after the release
of his father, but was subsequently allowed to join him and

inherit his lands.
2. Edward's First Attempt at Conciliating the Scots

Edward now proceeded to consolidate his conquestse.
He first dealt with the Scottish nobles. With John Comyn
and Simon Fraser another leader in the foray, he was some-

what more severe than he was with the 1est of the nobilitye.

Both these men had to pay fines equal to their holdings.27

John Comyn had to swear to serve Edward against France.28

Likewise Andrew Fraser had to swear on the "Holy Evangels
(Sic) and relikes and the Lord's body" to serve the King of

England feithfully in his wars against the King of France.‘g9

25p1us den Chronicle, II, 116.

£6c10se Rolls, IV, 1.
27Roltuli Parlismentorum; ut et Petitiones, et.
Placita in Perliemento Tempore Edwerd R. IIIAKQ.Q. nid?)
vol. 1, 211. »

©8Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 233.
297pi4. o34,
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All those nobles who had perticipated in the war were sent
South beyond the Trent.30 Thus the crafty king got trouble-
some Scottish nobles out of tne land of Scotland and used
them ageinst the French.

Generelly Edward changed only the top administretive
positions &nd the wardens of certain key castles &nd strong-
holds. Furthermore, Edward's legislative policy demended
that ll the Flemish &and Frénch living in Scotland be required
to leave the realm. These people were to be henceforth per-
mitted to enter Scotland only to trade.al The supreme
authority as Guardien of Scotland was vested in John de
Werenne, Earl of Surrey.32 Ormesby was Justiciar with five
Justices to administer the law.33 Cressingham was treasurer
and had the exchequer at Berwick-on-Tweed.54 These men were
serving in Scotland as appeers from the documents in the
Close Rolls. On April 23, 1296 appears a memorandum to keep
the property of John de Warenne safe while he is on the

king's affairs in Scotland.:")5 De Warenne was definitely given

30Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 275.

Slldem.

%21deq.

35¢10se Rolls, III, 510.
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the title of "Keeper of the Land of Scotland" in September,
1296.36 Ormesby was a justice on the Scottish side of the
Trent but nothing is given of the &affairs of his office.37
The documents indiceate thet Cressingham actually administered
the office the caroniclers report. The appointment was probebly
made shortly before Edward left Scotland in September of 1296.

Previously, Cressinghum had been serving in other capacities.

The document reads, “"Protection with claucse volumus, for one
38

year, for Hugh de Cressingham, treasurer of Scotland."
Other than the above officers and a few men in minor capacities,
Edqward, "did not chunge the captains or the other officers of
justice."59
After the new officers were installed, Edward traveled

about Scotland and selzed some objects of veneration, such
as,

their king's seat of Scone

Is driven over dowia,

carried to London.
It was Edward's hope to utilize these in commanding the respect

end awe of the Scots. In addition, Edward took records and

documents from Scotland. Perhaps the better to prove his own

®Opatent Rolls, III, 196.

®TC10se Rolls, IV, 562.

®8patent Rolls, III, 201.

59£;uscarden Chronicle, II, 116.

40
Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 265.
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claim to Scotland to the Pope should that be necessary and
meke it difficult for the Scots to prove their contentians.4l
This fact along with the many recorded burnings of' monasteries
would explain why these very important sources of Scottish
History aie lergely unavailable.42

In these arrangements Edward failed to effectively
restrein either the Bishops or the humble priests of Scotland.
This oversight was to cost him dearly. The prominent role
played by the Scottish clergy makes it necessary at this
point to take a close look at these men in order to see why
it was necessuary for them to be under the control of Edward.
Ls we have seen it was the nobtles with whom Edward dealt
most severely. The Scottish nobility, while more colorful
than the clergy, never, with the exception of the great
Scottish hero Wellace, moved the common people of Scotland
as did tneir bishops and priests. Those of the higher clergy
such as Wwisheart, Bishopy of Glasgow, might be found changing
sides in the Scottish factions and going and coming in and
out of Edward's peace, but always it seems with the intention
of keeping Scotland free.

Balliol, during his sunort tenure as King of Scotland,

was supported by meny of the clergy. Both the Bishop of

4lLang, History of Scotlsnd, II, 178.
42Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 271.
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St. Andrews &nd rHenry, abbot of Arbroath, were loyal to John
when he first broke witn E‘,dward."'l?3 It was the latter man who
delivered Balliol's letters Fatent to Edward recalling his
homage and fealty.44 King John recognized the importance of
the Scottisn clergy to his cause for he drove out all the
Englisn beneficed clergy and gave their places to the Scots.d‘5
Sir David Hailes, a respected writer of Scottish History in
the nineteenth century, believes one of the principal aims
in driving out the English clergy was "to animate the loyalty
of the Scottish clergy by views of preferment.”46

tThat King John did indeed get this suppoit is certain.
According to the Lanercost Chronicler, priests took part in
the defense of Scotland not only by their exhortations ta
the people but by wielding arms.47 Edward knew of the
activity of the Scottish clergy but he did not foresee their
unwillingness to bend to his authority. Conseguently, when

he had subdued Scotland for the first time he attempted to

win the loyalty of the ecclesiastics by granting to the

43Pluscgrgen Chronicle, II, 117.
44Fordun, Chronicle, II, 316.
4521uscarden Chronicle, II, 112.

46David Dalrymple of Hailes, Annals of Scotland from
The Accession of Malcolm III to the Accession of Tne iiouse
of Stewart, (Edinburgh: Printed for archibald Constabvle & Co.
and Fairbairn & Anderson, Edinburgh; and Hurst, Robinson & Co.
London, 1813) I, 291.

4TLanercost Chronicle, p. 140.
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Bishops, "the privilege of bequeating their effects by will.
In this case Edward had not found nor did he use the proper
measures to carry out his plans.
Wisheart, Bishop of Glasgow, supported all of the
Bruces for the most part as being stronger than the Balliols

49 Yet when Wallace came

and better able to defend Scotland.
to the fore, already a popular leader, wisheart threw his
support to him and caused the common people to rally to
Wellace ena to the cause of Scotland.5o After Zruce began
his spectacular rise, Wisheart once again returned to his
former allegiance,this time accompanied by a goodly number
of the Scottish clergy. Even the Bishop of St. Andrews, now
convinced that Balliol would do no more good for Scotland,
chenged also to Bruce. The Bishop also played the part of

a protector to James Douglas who had been forced to live in
France af'ter his father's disgrace at the hands of Edward.Sl
Another nationulist and'a supporter of Bruce was the Bishop
of Korray. He was hounded to the Orkneys bty Edward for

supporting Bruce in the murder cf Comyn.52

48Hailes, Annels, I, 297.
49Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 114.

S0Lanercost Chronicle, p. 163.

51Barbour, Chronicle, p. 19.
°2C10se Rolls, V, 527.
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After the battle of Methven, Edward appears to have
awakened to the reality that nothing less than puanitive
measures would stop the Scottish clerzy. He proceeded to
impriéon both the Bishops of Glasgow and St. Andrews.53

It was not the nobles of Scotland then, so industrious
in seeking after personal advantasze, who were cast in the role
of patriots and would be liberators of the home land, but the
clerzy of Scotland.

After these precautionary measures, Edward returned
to England to carry out his plans cgaincst France. With some
justification the English King felt that his difficulties
were behiand him but such was not the case. Durinzg the first
Perliament after the Scottish campaign, he encountered stiff
oppesition to his request for funds fos his French venture.
An opposition motivated by the fear that he was setting at
nau.ht the Great Charter. The principal opposition cane
from men like the Archbishop of Cunterbury.54 Althouzh Edward
finelly gained some support from his nobles and clergy, they
grented it only with concessions on Edward's part wnich gave

the Scots an opportunity to rise again.55

53Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 375.
54Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 271.
55Idem. The quarrel between Edward and his nobles

came to the ears of the Scots and encouraged them to strike
for liberty.
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The rule of Werenne and Cressingham was satisfactory
neither to Edward nor to the Scots. Warenne was growing old
and lacked decisiveness. Lanz says Warenne disliked thne
cold dampness of Scotland end stayed at his English Estate
mucih of the time.56 This arrangement pleased the fat and
greedy Cressingham.57 de was a good administrator but as
treasurer, he approprieted large amounts of the king's money
for himself during wWerenne's absences. As a result énglish
troops statioued in Scotland went unpaid and they soon
desertea.58 Edward apparently did not trust Cressingham,
for in retura for a sum of 2,000 pounds Cressingham had to
"refund the money from the issues of Scotland by the Gule

59 Edward's administrators were dishonest

of Auguest next."
and inccmpetent. John Barbéur, the author of The Bruce
describes the gnawing system by saying that the minor officials
of Edward, "were wholly cruel, wicked and covetous."GO
Cressingham, perhaps set the example.

Rumblings of discontent were heard as early as July

23, 1297. At this time William Wallece appears on the scene,

S®leng, History of Scotlend, I, 182.

STHeiles, Annsls, I, 29€.

58Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 299.

=
“9Bain, Scottich Documents, II, 235.

6 ..
OMaster John Barbour, The Eruce, Being the ketricel
History of Robert The Bruce, King of Scots, trans. George
Eyre-Todd (Lonadon: Gowans and Gray, 1907), p. 8.
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after the uprising at Lanark which will be discussed at
length later. Cressinghem reported, "the submission of
the Scots to Percy and Clifford (two of the English captains
staticned in Scotland to keep the natives calm), but that
Wallace still holds out in Selkirk Forest."6l Douglas, one
of the foremost Scottish leaders, participated in tihls up-
rising for wnich he was imprisoned at Berwick.62 Barbour
insists that this leader spent the rest oi his days in prison

wnere the English murdered him.63

3. The Testing of Edwerd's Policies

The measures instituted by the English weardens of
Scotland did not prove very effective. A part of this
feilure was due to the fact that neither Wallace nor Wicheart,
the Bishop of Glasgow, the strongest nctlional leaders, were
placed under restraint. The Lanercost Chronicler places the
most blame on the latter man for stirring up the Scots.64

There are many indicetions of increasing unrest in
Scotlana. On the Tth of September John de Warenne is rather

curtly ordered to "stay in Scotland because the condition

61Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 916.

62Igem.

63Barbour, Bruce, p. 8.

64L§nercost Chronicle, p. 1l€3.
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of the rezlm is disturbed.“65 Several weeks later on
September 24, wWarenne is commaznded & second time on no
account to leave Scotland until conditions were more
settled.66 Robert de Clifford, another officer appointed
by Edward was ordered to join the earl de Warenne with his
whole power.67

It soon azppeared that Wallace was the chief of the
opposition among the Scots to Edward. He was even more of
a problem than Wisheart, the Bishop of Glasgow. So greatly
did Wallace harry the English that at last the English
guardians of Scotland decided on & show-down with Wallace.
Intelligence of his movements informed the guardians that
the Scottish leader was besieging Dundee castle. The
English force was soon set in motion towards the approaches
to Dundee South of the Forth. ‘arenne's force was perhaps
adequate to handle the Scots. The Lanercost Chronicler
says, however, that James, the Steward of Scotland, though
serving on the English side in body, had his heart with the
Scots. Jeames informed Varenne he would need only a few
picked troops to bring Wallace under his power, thus con-

tributing to the English disaster.68

65c10se Rolls, III, 63.

66Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 243.
67

Idem,

68 )
Lanercost Chronicle, p. 163.
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The Englicsh arrived South of the Forth &t a place
called Stirling bridzge only to find the Scots already posted
on the North side. Instead of attempting to secure the
bridgehead Werenne and his troops went to bed while the
Scots reenforced their own position at the briagehead
opposite the English. In the morning the forces of Vaurenne
and Cressingham made no attempt to find a ford across the
river, pertly beceuse Cressinghem did not want to incur the

€9

added expense such an operetion would enforce. Wallace

strucxk herd at the fiirst English troops crossing the bridge

and cut them off from the main body of troops. Others

were driven back in a weltering mass of horses and men.7o

"There knights and serjeants took their leave."71

In the ensuing flight, Hugh de Cressingham fell
under the horses because of his lacii of horsemansihiip.

Harry the Minstrel, biographer of Wallace, maintains that

T2

Wallace ran Cressingham through with a spear. In any case

his body fell into the hands of the Scots who ini'iicted a

savage revenge upon the former treasurer of Scotland.75

69Lang,, History of Scotland, I, 183.

70Lanercost Chronicle, p. l€3.

7lLangtoft, Chronicle, II, 299.

72Minstrel, wellace, p. 176.

73Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 3Cl. This author says

the ribalds of Scotland cut pieces of flesh from Cressingheame.
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The Lanercost Chronicler condemns wallace by saying that he,
Ycaused a broad strip to be taken from the head to the heel,
to make there with a baldrick for his sword."74 On September
21 in the documents appears the King's command, "Hugh de
Cressingham being reported dead, the escheator of Trent is
commanded to take his lands in the Ks hand."75 The engagemesnt
at Stirling Bridze on September 11, 1297 was a smashing defeat
for the English and gave Wallace a free hand until Edward
advanced at Falkirke.

Edwerd had been deprived of his Scottish prize but
events were working for him. At last peace was made with
the French and Edward was free to renew his expedition against
the Scots. He was atle to do so both by reason of the peace
and because of the renewed supgort of his nobles. In 1297
he had been forced to confirm llagna Carta by granting his
barons the right to a.prove taxation. Indications of English

76 Edward's son

had been intrusted with the guardianship of England in his

military activity appear in the Pestent Rolls.

father's zbsence in France and he was charged with the

responsibility for organizing military forces.77 Preparations

74Laner00§t Chronicle, p. 163.
75Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 224.

"®patent Rolls, III, 297.

"T1pi4. ,p306.




50
were begun in October 23, 1297, to go agalist the Scots
although little came of this effort.78

When Edward returned home, activity again increecsed
in April 1298, which was the prelude to the Bzuttle of
Felkirk. This battle is significant because it offers an
excellent example of the reqguirements of successful English
prosescution of the war. Under good leadersnip and organi-
zation the English were invincible but against clever Scotticsh
tactics mismanagement of the Enslish could lead, and did
later, to disasterous results.

Edward had learned of a growing entipathy for Wallace
on the part of the Scottish Nobles. Pluscarden descriles
these men as "imps of the devil [who} conspired against and
devised mischief against him, CWéllace] framing lies and back
biting him."79 Edward contribﬁted to the difficulties of
Wallace by secretly winning over "certain magnates of the
Kingdom of Scotland who had a lurking grudge ageinst the
said William Nallace."Bo The Scottish writers claim that
Wallace knew nothing of this feeling until the battle of

Falkirk, although this seems somewnat incredible in a man

of Wellace's talents,

"81pid. ,p.313.
79£Luscarden Chronicle, II, 120.

®01p14. p121.
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In this ceampaign the aim of Edward was to penetrate
into the West and there end the war.sl Edward, however, weas
encountering considereble difficulty in executing this plan.
He found himself without provisions and with dissension in

&2 He had actually begun to retire with his army

his army.
to the English borders when he learned of the whereabouts
of the Scots.83 In the resulting engagement, which will be
dealt with in the 4th chapter, the Scots were completely
routed. Edward in this battle of Falkiik distinguished him-
self as a field commander and demonstrated the terrible effect
of the English longbow.84

Edwerd was unable to follow up his victory at Felkirk
because of lack of supplies and was forced to fall back into
Englend, despite his great victory, building what defenses
he could egainst the Scots.85

Edward's great adversary, in the meantime, had, under
the displeasuré of the jealous Scottish nobility, been forced

q
to give up iis guardianship.“6 This hardship did not stop

Wallace from making difficulties for Edward. The Scottish

8lHailes, Annals, I, 312.

82Idem.

851Qem.
4Charles Cmen, A History of the Art of Var In The

Middle Ages From the Fourth to the Fourteenth Centu;z,(New
York: G.P. Putnaem & Sons, 1898), II, 567.

85Pluscarden Chronicles, II, 1l22.
86Fordun, Chronicle, II, 325.
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hero continued his operations against the English with a
small band of men who believed with him in a free Scotlend.

Evidence of his activity can be founa in the Close Rolls

for 1302. An order was given to the captain of the Forth
to return to the abbot of Reading his islend of liay es
*Williem le Waleys and his accomplices leately insurcsent
against the king in those parts ejected the abbot.”87 The
above informetion may Le also talien as proof of iallace's
oppression of the English clergy.88 ‘
When the Znglish King offered Wallace & great lord-
ship in Englana,if the Scottish hero would come into his
peace, Wallace refused the offer with contempt.89 Cn the
other hand, the vitriolic Langtoft writes that Waellacce was
ready to sulmit in return for life and woods eand cuettle for
himself and his heirs. In his opinion the English King
would have nothing to do with his great Scottish opponent
and "promises three hundred merks to the man wno malies nim
[Wallace] headless.®®9 Sir John de Menteith, a Scot, is
reported to have captured wallace in 1307. Laugtof't asserts

that Vviallece was taken with nis concubine.9l

87c10se Rolls, V, 244.

88Lang, Hicstory of Scotland, I, 134.

89Pluscarden Chronicles, II, 170.

90
Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 353.

91
Ibid. p. 363,
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A great question still remains as to the events be-
tween Wallace's capture and death. Few documents are found
which deal with Vvallace. Although the English Chroniclers
maintain that he had a trial, it would seem doubtful. Thece
men claimed that Wallace was convicted of robberies, slaughters,
and burnings of "towns end churches and monasteries."92
Wallace was therecfter hanged, cut open and nhis heart and
bowels burned. iHis body was cut into four parts and each
part was pleaced on displey ian various sections of England.

His head was sent to decorate London bridge.g3 A document
which deals with Wallece's death records and revecals the fact
thet Wallace was delivered from the Tower August 18, 1305.°%

It is possible that Edward felt he had to meke an example

of such a dengerous foe or see all his policies set at naught.
Perhaps this is also an example, revealing the great Plantagenet's
own weakness, wnile he vented his spleen upon a helpless though |

courageous foe.
4, The End of the Leniency

With the resignation of Wallace the guerdiansnip of

Scotland went to John Comyn, son of the pretender. Associated

92Idem.

B1hid. p 363.

94Lang, History of Scotland, I, 199.
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witn him was John de Soulis.95

Peace,or at least a truce,
was now arranged throuzh the good offices of Pnilip, King
of France.96 Cn June 26, 1298, letters patent were sent
by Philip, "signifying that a truce had been agreed upon
between himself and his allies and the K of England ...
thaet he had authorized an exchange of prisoners, and sent
special envoys to require observance of the truce towards
the Scots."97
Both sides neeced a rest. ©Scotland was in shambles
and Edward was involved once more in a bitter dispute with
his nobles. The King hed asked for more funds for his wars
in Scotlend and the nobility lined up solidly against him. 28
Idis problems were increased by the Papal Bull of July 10,
1298, which ordered Edward to cease his war with the Scots.99
Although Edward used this Bull to regain the support
OX" his nobles, who disliked Papal intervention more than the
€©Xactions of thelr king, it raised the guestion which Edwerd

VW'as never eble to answer. Boniface pointed out that &t the

T dime of Alexander's death Margaret of Norway was the direct

95Fordun, Chronicle, II, 324.
96Idem.

97Bain, Scotticsh Documents, II, 254.

98Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 323.

9984in, Scottich Documents, II, 255.
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heir of her grandfatner Alexander III, although a minor &nd

incompetent, as the Pope maintained, and in support of the

Scots that,

That ward of her body, nor her goods,

Nor her heritage, by land or by weter

Or of her realm tne velue of a penney 100
At that time couldst thou {Edward] rightfully claim.

This action forced Edward to dispeatch ean envoy to Rome to
101

plead his case while he used the Eull to subdue his nobles.

Eut Ecward could not forget his ambitions in Scotland.

As soon as the truce expired he sent enother force &against

the Scots. The English were defeated in the Beattle of

2
Roslyn.lo At last, in 1303, Edward was free once more to

&ive nhis undivided attention to the Scots because the French
had withdrawn their support from the Scots in the treaty of

. 03 , . . N -
Ahmlens.l In the same year Edward again over-ran Scotlend,

more thoroughly and repressively thean before. This time, the

BPlen that Edward and his nobles had decided upon was to pass

T hirough Galloway, long a troublesome section of Scotland,

arnd live off the land. As Langtoft writes, "of cettle to

lOOLangtoft, Chronicle, II, 393.
101Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 296.

1O‘(3Ford1.1n, Chronicle, II, 325.

. lOSLang, fdistory of Scotlend, I, 192. The treaty
-‘7633 nmede in Peris liay 2Cth, 1503, "where in, all mention
izi- the Scots is inaustriously avoided. ‘iaat Fhilip hoped

O gain by desertion of his ally is not clear. Hailes,

<$nng1s, 1, 333.
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salt, where he [Edward) found enough."104 Here Edward was
borrowing &z technigue from Wallece. A csecond section of the
army under the Prince of Wwales was to do a similar job of
despoiling Scotlend in the west. A third unit of the army
was scheduled to enter Scotlend by the important port of
Eerwick.lo5
This plan was, in the mein, carried out. aowever,

the Scots frustrated a portion of Edward's scheme by laying
waste the country side over which the English would advence,
a stratezy later advocated by Robert Eruce.lo6 The English
Chronicler relates the Scottish retaliatory measures when
he says:

The country is warned, the people informed of it

Drive their cattle among the bogs

Into the moors and marshes to such depth 107

A foreigner knows not wnere to hold his feet.

The English army was further frustrated by not being

able to meet the Scots in a decisive battle. The enemy
4108

always fled before Edward, "slkulking in moors and woods.

Edward was not to be denied. He had withdrawn to Linlithgow

lO4Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 325.

lOSLanercost Chronicle, p. 172.
1067,

ang, ilistory of Scotlend, I, 127.

lO7Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 325.

lOaLanercost Chronicle, p. 267.
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for the winter and made every appeerance of remaining there

until the following spring.lo9 After burning hemlets, and

towns, granges and barns, Edwerd settled down tc his occupation.
The Scots detested this arrangement of having Edward
in Scotland for the entire year. Accordingly they sought

110 Edward now received the sub-

111

the king's peace quicily.
mission of all the communitlies, fortresses and castles.
Only Stirling Castle held out under William Oliphant and of

112

course the irreconcilatle wallace. At last even formidable

Stirling Castle was given over to Edward and the warden
Oliphant was imprisoned.tt®
The English King had once more guieted Scotland and
brought it into respectful submission. The castles were once
more rebuilt as well &s other strongholds that wallace had
destroyed. Edwerd now appointed only men of his own choice
to command fortifications, towns, and cities.ll4 Sir Simon
Frazer was imprisoned. Many other nobles either suffered

the same fate or were sent abroad.115

1091pig., p. 172.

llOLanercost Chronicle, p. 1l74.

lllFordun, Chronicle, II, 328.

lleallace it will be remembered did not meet his
death until 130%t.

1131b14. ,p329.

11412 .
llsLang. History of Scotland, I, 194.
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Edwerd also attempted to meke the unity of England and Scot-
land more complete. Thanits to the English guardians, the
land of the Scots had been for some time under English law.
Now Edwerd dealt with the Scottish laws.

With respect to the laws and usages for the

government of Scotland, it is ordazinea, that

the custom of the Scots and the Brets shall

for the future te prohibited, and no longer

practiced.ll

The English King again returned to his homeland
satisfied that at last he had done a good job. Once more,
however, he wacs to have little peace of mind. Intelligence
arrived from John Comyn disclosiug a secret agreement with
Robert Eruce III whereby Comyn was to receive Bruce's lands
in excnange for Comyn's assistance in raising Bruce to the
throne.l17 Edward was at first disinclined to believe the
information. Comyn had perjured himself befose and, more-
over, in view of Edwards past lebors, it may have been some-
thing in which he did not wish to believe.l18
A short time after Edward had received Comyn's message,

the King confronted Bruce with the damning evidence, and gcve

Bruce a chance to clear himself. Bruce dicsappeared, au

incident which caused the gravest concern. The worst was

116gailes, Annals, I, 349.
ll7Barbour, Bruce, p. 13.
1181pi4., p. 18.
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realized when on the 27th of larch 1306, news arrived of
the slaughter of Comyn by Bruce and the murderer's subseguent
elevation to the Scottish throne.l19 ’

Edward, who had labored so long to make Scotlend and
England one, now found himself in more difficulty than at any
previous time in his attempt to subjugate Scotland. One can
well believe,as Barbour says,that upon hezring of Bruce's
coronsdtion Edward, "went very nigh out of nis mind."lzo~

Edward lost no time in dispatching Sir Aymer de
Velence, Warden of Scotland since the disgrace of arenne,
against Bruce. The forces of Eruce and Edward clashed at
Methven in whic.u engagement Barbour feels the English
triumphed by very underhanded means. The LEnglish, Barbour
charges, attacked the Scots at night wien the former had
agreed not to do so. A very strange charge considering &ll
the perjuries and deceits of which the Scots were guilty.lzl

The following of Eruce was routed and forced to flee
into the hills. The aftermath of the Battle of lethven re-
vealed a vengeful English King. The earl of Athol, and
Simon Fraser were taken at liethven and executed.lgz Also

captured in the szme battle were the bishops of Glasgow and

llgFordun, Chronicle, II, 333.

l‘20Barbour, Bruce, p. 10.
1211p34., p. 22.

122Idem,
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St. Andrews. This time little respect wes shown for their
high church offices and they were taken to the South in
fetters, there to be held in separate prisons.lg5 The
terrible vengeance seems to have increased "the number of
those willing to establish him [Bruce) in the realm."1%4

Every day the situation beceme more desperate for
Bruce. He and his adherents remained on the Scottisn main-
lend. The Englisn closely pressed Bruce's broken band.
kioreover, Bruce had been driven on the bérders of the Lord-
ship of Lorn. The Lord of Lorn was related by marriage to
the dead John Comyn and for that reason was eager to revenge

[»]
125 At last Robert was forced to send away

his releative.
the ladies and disband most of his remaining troops because
of lack of food.lz6 The consequences of this action were
anything but pleasant. The enraged English King was now
permitting no leniency. Robert's Queen was captured by
william, Earl of Ross, who turnéd her over to the Englishe.

The queen was not to return to Scotland until after the

battle of Bannockburn.127 So &lso did the English capture

125Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 373.
lz4Lanercost Chroniéle, p. 182.
1254ai1es, Annals, II, 8.

126Barbour, Bruce, p. 42.

127pordun, Chionicle, II, £%4.
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Nigel Bruce along with meny of the knights and ladies who
had sought refuge in Kildoumie castle. Fordun cleims that
Nigel Bruce es well as persons of both sexes suffered capital
punishment.128 There was to be no relenting in Edward's
severe policy until his death. The added distance of land
and water did not protect the supporters of Eruce from
Edward's wrath. A letter seat to the King of Norwsy asked
that monarch to arrest the Bishop of Liorray, a stout-hearted
adherent of Bruce, who had fled to the Orkneys.129 The
whereabouts of Eruce, even when he had fled to the islands,
was known to Edward. In an endeavor to ceapture him, full
use was made of the trusty captor of ‘Wallace, John de llenteith.
Shipping from Ireland was ordered to join John and "assist
him in burning ships, end to go against the islands of Scot-
land where Bruce is lurking."lso.

In the meantime every effort was bent toward the
complete subjugation of Scotlend. *“Three hundred knights

of account in truth were dubbed at the cost of king Edward".1%1

Orders were issued to the sheriff of Lincoln on April 6, 1306

1281114, p.335.

lng;ose Rolls, V, 527.

120111d. p.482. The Irish had served with Edward

on other of his Scottisn campaigns.

131y ongtort, Chronicle, II, 372.



62

concerning all tournaments and jousts. These were to be
prohibited and &all men-at-arms of the district were to
prepare &t once for Scotland.132 Edward was taking no chances
with his men before his huge army advanced against the hated
Bruce.133 A complete canvass was made of all churchmen to
squeeze the last penny due the king for their services. The
sneriff of Kent had to order all archbishops, bishops, abbots
and priors wno ought to do service, to have thelr men at
Carlisle or pay their fines.134 Even the men of Dover did
not escape tnis draft and were ordered to have ships ready
witih "fencible men" to proceed sgainst Robert Bruce.1%° In
the past the men of the port of Dover had been exempted from
such duty as the Scottish expeditions in order to guard the
coast against the ever present danger of a French landing.

During the month of Kay the English army rolled
toward Scotland. After his many hard wars, Edward was in
poor health and frequent stops in the progress were necessary.156
While the English army was making its slow advance, three

columns were sent forth from the main body with the hope of

132¢10se Rolls, V, 433.
133114, ,p.435.
134Lang, History of Scotland, I, 21l.

135¢c10se Rolls, V, 433.

136Lang, History of Scotland, I, 21l.
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37 . . .
1 The enterprise was checked by a

ferreting out Bruce.
Scottisn victory at Lauden idill. Intermittent warfare
continued uatil sucn a time as Edward would be well enough
to take the field in person. This time, however, never
ceme and one of the great Englisa kings died July 7, 1307

within sight of Scotland at Burough-on-Sands.138

5. The Character and The Policies of Edward II

when he [Edwara I) died, his son succeeded to the
crown, but not to the uaderstanding or prowess of nis father."l39
In these words is to be found almost the entire story of the
reign of Edward II. The policies used against the Scots were
the same. liany of the leaaers who had in Iformer times
trounced the Scots were the same, but we now have to do with
a King whose ciaracter was vestly differeat from that of his

140 We find that instead of a change in policy there

father,
is a greater tendency toward dissimulation, with the Pope
being used as one of the principal pawns in the game.

Edward II has been portrayed as an eantirely disrepu-

table character, without honor or shame, who sought out the

137Lanercost, Chronicle, p. 184.

138Lanercost Chronicle, p. 211

13981r John Froissart, Chronicles of Enzxland, France,
Spain and the Adjoining Countries From the Latter Part of
the Reign of Edward II to the Coronction of Henry IV, trans.
Thomas Johns Esq., (New York: Am:ricen Book Exchange) p. 15.

14oGray, Scalacronica, p. 290. Aymer de Velence, FPercy,
Clifford were &ll still men in the prime of their lives.
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company of the lowest sort.1%l 1In this condemnation I believe
the chroniclers and writers nave dealt much too severely with
Edwerd. His main fault seems to have been that he loved
pleasure more than his many pressing duties would permit and
that his interests were neither those of his time nor of his
class.

Tout hes described the king from the sources as “tall,
graceful, and handsome, with magnificent health and exceptional
bodily strength", in effect all that a young prince should be.142
Here, however, the resemblance to nhis great father ended. His
father seems never to have been able to intercst him in state-
craft and the young prince outraged the nobility by taking
little or no interest in tournaments or battles and spent his
time instead at such activities as play acting, music and
mechanics.143 The reference to the mechanical arts is inter-
esting in view of the frequency with which it is mentioned.
Had the king lived in a different time he might have contributed
greatly to the advance of mankind. Edward's great interest
in these so-called mechanical arts is furtﬁer indicated in

the Lanercost Chronicle, which says "Edward wrought as a

craftsman with his boon compainions by night.“l44 Why was

14lsca1acronica Idem, and Tout History of England,
III, 236.

14

2’I‘out, History of England, III, 23C.

1431014, p.237.
1447 anercost Chronicle, pe. 222.
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this done at night? Was it because of the great disapproval
with which the baréns looked upon such activity or was it
elso because the king and his mechanics darea not show what
they were achleving in that superstitious eage?

The resulting contempt and scorn of his own class
caused him to find compenionship that was considered far
beneath him. In the words of Rotert le llessager, a contempo-
rary of Edward II and a member of his household, the king,
"fraternized with buffuons, singsrs, actors, carters, ditchers,
oarsman, sailors and otners who practiced the mechanical

145

arts." Gray says the king, too, much sought "the vile

company of maryners, wher by he lost much favor of his
people.“146
In that day and age it appears little deviation was
allowed to those who did not conform to the accepted pattern.
Pernaps because of his rejection by those who should have
been his fellows, he plunged into his long orgy of spend-
thrift living and the chase. One has only to look into the
Patent Rolls to see the many documents having to do with

147

his indebtedness. dis other pleasures are indicated in

145Hilda Johnstone, "The Eccentricities of Edward II,"
The English Historicel Review, XLVIII, ed, C. VW. Previte-
Orton, (1933), 265-7.

146

Gfay, Scelacronica, p. 291.

147patent Rolls, Ed. II, III, 620.
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documents dealing with his mews, his verge and his horse

stud.148

On the face of it, the record is indeed damning.
However, &s liss Johnston a modern writer who deals with
the eccentricities of Edward, points out mmuch of the testi-
mony by such as Robert le liessencer must be taken with a
grain of salt.l49 It seems thnet Robert had been imprisoned
by the king only to be released by walter neynolds, arch-
bishop of Canterbury at the instance of the king's wife,
Queen Isabella.l5o Poth of these persons were uAfriendly
to the king as later events were to prove. It looks very
mucn &S though le llessenger was a creature of the archbishop
and tihne queen who, for reasons of their own, worked against
the kinge.

Here, then, are the elements of the tragic l1life that
was to follow. Ill-treated by those who should have been
his chief counselors, and with more problems than ever his
illustrious father was forced to face, it was small wonder
that he failed. The nobles were more Lent on cestroying
Gaveston, the king's favorite, than attenaing to the land

of Scotland.

1481p14., 271, 320, 392, etc.

149Johnston, The Eccentricities of Edwerd II, p. 266,

150Idem.
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Not the least in the unhappy Xing's undoing was his
clocse friendship with Gaveston, a Gascon Noble.151 Cutside
of the new king's nephew, Gilbert of Clare, Peter seems to
have been the cnly other mun of renk Edward loved or respected.
Althougn the old king had tried to breux up this association,
no sooner had he breatned his last than his son recalled
Gaveston to court in high favor.152 The Gascon appears to
have been a men of some ability but he was a foreigner and
therefore the English nobles could not brook his rapid advance-
ment over themselves. Peter did not help his own cazuse by
giving volce to his caustic wit. He called the earl of
Werwick, "the Elack Dog of irden."1%% ihen Werwick was
informed of this appellation he replied, "I will bite him
so soon as I shall perceive my opportunity."154 A statement
that weas to be very prophetic.

In spite of his notles obviocus dislike for Gaveston,
Edward continued to shower high offices upon his favorite.
On December 26, 1307, Gaveston was appointed "“keeper of
England during the king's absence beyond the sea.,n1%% 1Ip

1308 Geveston was allowed to deal with wardships and marriages,

lleang;cost Chronicle, p. 184,

1521pi4., p. 185.
1531pi4., p. 194.
154Idem.

lssPatent Rolls, Ed. II, I, 307.
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always a ticlkklish problem where the nobles were concerned.156

He was made earl of Cornwell and was given the king's niece,

Margaret, in marriage.l57 ‘
At last the nobles could stand it no longer and in a

document preserved in Rotuli Parliamentorum the king is in-

formed of the bad practices of "De Pieras de Gaveston" end
that he is in fact an enemy of the king.158 Edward was forced
to banish his favorite to Ireland but not before he made
Gaveston "king's lieutenant" in Ireland.159 The action of
the berons foréing Peter out and Edward placing him back in
power continued until Lancaster took Gaveston prisoner in a
castle and, with the connivance of Warwick,had the unfortunate
Gascon beheaded.leo It was necessary to dwell at some length
on Peter Gaveston to show the disastrous split his person
caused between the king ana his barons. Such a situation in
turn pleyed right into the hands of the Scots and Robert Lruce.
After his father's death Edward did attempt to carry
on his father's work by én unsatisfeactory campaign into
Ayreshire.lelﬂ He retreated perhaps because of lack of food

or because of his approacining marriage to Isabella of France.162

Idem.

158pot, Parl., Ed. II, I, 282.

1°9patent Rolls, Ed. II, I, 30e.

16oLanercost Chronicle, p. 198.

16 .
lLang, Hist. of Scotland, I, £l2.
162

Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 130.
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Before returning to England he took the oath of allegiance
from the megnates, clergy, and people of Scotland at Dumf'ries.
"Others [of the Scots) drew back and fell away from him®
because of his lacx of strong policy.163 Yet another mistaike
which would muke operations simpler for Rotert Eruce.

Now wherever in the past he had failed, Eruce enjoyed
phenomenal success. Although the Scottish king was ill in
1508, he succeeded in routing Comyn, a relative of the slain
Comyn, at Inverness.164 This victory was followed up by a
ravaging of Gallowey where the kacdcwls were hostile to

165 Next the kacdowls of Argyll and the men of Lorn

Bruce.
were boedly defecsted at Loch Awe in 1309.166 One after another
taese Scots wiho were frienuly to the English cause were eithsr
forced out of Scotland or compelled to recognize Bruce as king.
Such action serioucsly decreased the English hold on Scotland
and added to the growing problems of the unfortunate Lnglish
Kinge

Edward's vacillation in iegard to nis werdens and
keepers of Scoﬁland has been roundly condemned by later

historians.167 An explanetion for his action could be found

l63Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 18&0.

164Fordun, Chronicle, II, 337.

l65Lanercost Chronicle, p. 187.

l66Fordun, Chionicle, II, 538.

167 ons, Hist. of Scotlend, I, 309.
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in the simple fact there were few nobles he could trust.

According to the Patent Rolls John de Bretannia,l68

William de Ros,1%? Jonn de Segrave,t'© and Robert de
Umframville,l7l all either followed one enother in quick
succession or cserved &t the same time with overlapping

[}

jurisdictions.l7~ what could the king do? As the Lanercost

Chronicler points out, Edward was reduced to the support of

Huzh le Despenser and his son, Sir Nicholes de Sergrave and

e s 73
Sir William de Bur:ord.l Even the powerful Despensers

were &t best self-seel:ers.l74

In the ceme year Edward was &t open war with nis
nobles. Lancaster, one of tihe leaders in the faction

opposing Edward had been in active communication with the

175

Scots. andrew de Harclay, a king's men, stopped Lancaster

and turned him and other nobles over to the king's justice.l76

168p.tent Rolls, Ed. II, I, 3l.

1691p14. ,p.79.
l7o;g;g.;»204.
17 1pi4d. p.79.
172 1bid. ,p 79.

173 enercost Chronicle, p. 187.

174Ibid., p. 229. The Despensers, after the death of
Gaveston had become the chief counselors of Edward. In 1320
the berons forced the king to banish both father and son. The
Despensers were back in high favor after Lancaster had been
¢rushed. ilugh le Despenser made a treaty with the Scots wnich
was to laest 13 years. Lanercost Chronicle, p. 246,

1791pig., p. 229.

1761054, 0. 231.
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Beceaucse of tnis good cervice ilurcley wes mede earl of
Carlisle wud ouae of the liecpers of the Scottish lerch in

oo, 177 - ) I o RS
ls22 w0vever, he coald not, or would not, coutinue to
support Hdweird. Just one vear later ne was Glscovered
decling with tne Scots wauuw & few trusted English novles
vere crderea to "degsrede audrew de darclay, cerl of
Carlisle, a traitor tc the king wid reelm.

Jita ell of the doutlecdecliing in his own bec.yaid,
it is & wender IZuvewsd carriew out cny militery opcrations
cselnst Scotlend. COf the two lorge canpalgns which ettem . ted
to reauce Scotleuau to submission, cne resulted ii the dis-
estrous bettle cf Bannocikburn. The second, &n invesion in
520, wae only pertielly successful due to tie old ceccttic!
principle of csvieeplig the lend bore of food vefore the
Ton 1 % ete .- s : R N o : ,
inglich aciw retiring iate tie hllls. The oveirall plcture
for Englend wes one ol disnel nilitary failure.
Jith tenuous, or no suppert <t &ll, in his own country

end with & chellienoing end resourcelwl cop_onentin witih whom
to ccutenu, Bdsard wies forced to use hics father's _olicy of

maciiinetion iore tineil his policy of diiect actioi. Part cf

EQuara's _olicy concisted of an attempt to cecure to himself

1771(.1“7'10

178 ctent Rolls Ed4. II, IV,

((3

VO
~ e

179Bannockburn will be discussed in the 4th chaptere.
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Scottish notles by giving them lands and thus split Eruce's
followin.. Evidences of this attempt zppear in the Pctent
Rolls for 1315. Lends and speciel privileges were to te given
the lords of lan and Lorn.180 Some success rust have met
this endeavor, because, in the so-celled "Elack Parliament
of Scotland", Soulis, lipwbray, and Sir Davicd Eerchim were eall
found guilty of concpiracy with the English and punished by
death.181

A degree of success also rewarded Edwards effoits
to get himself in the good graces of the Pope &and thereafter
use the Holy office against the Scots. The Rolls of 1316
cshow something of Edward's actions. Reqguests were mace to
English merchants to pey for certain gold veses &nd other
jewels, to be made in Peris and "to be presented on the king's
behalf to the Pope?le The good relationship must have con-
tinued through 1924 in spite of the activity to discredit
Edward on the part of the Scots. The Pope, in 1324, agreed
to renounce all words in a letter which appeered to Edward

to be "prjudiciel to the crovn. w18 11

1e Pope, at Edward's
request also sgreed not to sanction Scotsmen elected to

episcopel office in their land. Edward's reason was, "the

180pstent Rolle, Ed. II, I, 300.
lalglggcarden Chronicle, II, 18&.
1%pgtent Rolls, Ed. II, I, 605.
1%patent Rolls, =d. II, V, 21.
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Scottish prelates are they who cherish the nation in its

w184

rebellion and contumacy. Agein in 1319 the Pope gave

Edward backing in his attenmpt to purchase Scottish traitors.185
Perheps one of the sharpect strokes of Edwerd's policy

was cne wualch ne initiested but had to leave to his soﬁ to

complete. It will be remembered that Edward Balliocl, son

to the ex-king of Scotlana, had been given his freedom to

join hies fatner in France. Ian July 2, 1324, it became evident

that Edward intended to make use of & preteader egainst the

Scots. A safe ccnduct was issued for "Edward de Ealliol

coming from beyond the seas to the king at his commandfl86

Yet another safe conduct was issued to Balliol in Dececmber

7, 1526.187

So Edward II used his father's methods of
diesimulation to achieve that which he could not gain by
force of arms.

The time four Edward's disgrace and tragic end were

drawing near. Isabella, his wife, and her paramour, Lortimer,

led a force against Edward whicih forced him from the rule of

L84 0i0es, Anngls, II, 137.

1851 2ng, Hist. of Scotlend, I, 228.

186patent Rolls, Ed. II, VI, 434.

187p tent Rolls, Ed. TI, V, 4.
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England.l88 In 1526 Edward turned over many important State
pagsers to Isabella thus indicating his defeat.189 After
December 5, 1326 the wnhappy king must have begun his imprison-
ment because from that date on 1a the Rolls the orders to the
officers of the realm ere signed by the gueen and king's
first born son.lgo It is generally believed, Isatella and
kortimer had Edward murdered on the night of September 21,
1327.191 In this tregic manner ended a king who was not of
his time or of his class. Hie reign showecd a frustrating
laclz of energy at those pleces where it was needed and mis-
placea energy where no ection ¢t all migat have been the best

solution.
6. Tne Policy of Edward III.

The reign of Edwerd the III began in almost as bad a

situetion as that of lhis father's Jjust ended. The young

1881 -nercost Chronicle, p. 249, Iszbella had been
sent to France either to mucke peace between France and England
or as & good way of zetting an untrustworthy subject out of
the kingdom. It was in Fronce that she met Lortimer slready
haviug teen expelled from England for questionicble conduct.
Now the plotting against Edward began in ezrnest. These two
conspirators enlisted the aid of the knizhtly count of Hainault.
Tae count gave his services,conditional to & mairie e tetween
his daughter end the queen's r'irst boirn son when he saould
Come to the thronec. With the power of Haineult aud the anti-
Edwerd notles of England, Edwaild was rua to ground and forced
to submit.

189p.tent Rolle, Ed. II, V, 337.

190Idem.

l91Tout, Hist. of Ens-land, III, 305. The Despensers
héd already been killed in the advance of the insurgents
Without & triel, Itid., p. SCC.
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king wes in his minority and was elmost completely uncer the
thumb of his mother's paramour Eortimer.lgz The realm itself
was in a state of uﬁrest.
In view of Ingleand's crippled condition, Bruce lost

193 The young

no time in attecking Norhaﬁ end its ceastle.
king witih the essisteance of his future father-in-lew, the
count of :ilainsult, marched on the Scots and succeeced in
trepping thew,for a short time, in £tanhope Parik. Uuder
their commander, Jemes Douglas, the Scots escaped into the
night.lg4 Hailes believes that part of the English difficulty
came from a lacizi of good militery commenders, wherezs the
Scots nud the services of such active men as Douglas. Liore-
over, the znglish in their first movements were over-cwcutious
and merched in battle array retner than adapting their for-
mation to the fast movement of the Scots.195
By this time the situastion of England was sericus.
The treasury was almost exhausted, the French were in an
unpredictable mood, and the Scots ccntinued their ravages

9
on the Englisn border.l 6 Although Isabella end Lortimer

1921 anercost Chronicle, p. 264. “Sir Loger de Lortimer
at that time was more than kxing ..., forasmuch zs the yueen
mother znd he ruled the whole realm."

1991b14., p. 2%6.

1941044, 5. 257,
19540116, Amncle, II, 155.

196 , .
Lanercost Chronicle, p. 253,
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were bitterly condemned foi it, they macde a treaty with the

197

Scots &t Northhempton, lay 4, 1328, An Instrument for

the arrencement of the peace is fouud in the Fotent ilolils,

April 23, 1527.198 At the time this arransement wes probebly

about the best the two archconspirators could make but it
supplied & basics for their downfall.

The treaty provided thct Eruce was at lest to be
recognized es king, a privilege for which he was to pay
20, 0G0 pounds.199 All the lands wanich Bruce had awarded to
his own followers were to remwin as they were except for the
lanas of ilenry Percy, the lord of Zuchan, &nd the Lord of
Liddesdale.zoo This latter provision was to be made a tool
of policy b Edwerd against the Scots. The tresty was sealed
by the murriage between Joanna, a sister of Edward, to David,
the son of Lolert Bruce.2Ol The treaty eand the marriage
must huave been respected by Edward to some degree, for by
his sister's intercessions at the request of David Biuce,
a Richard de Swyneburn was pardoned four riding with the

Scots in the war during the year of 1328.202

1971pi4., p. 260.

198patent Rolls, Ed. ITI, I, 95.
19

9Lanercost Chronicle, p. 258.

200Lang, Hist. of Scotland, I, 234.

“OlScalacronica, Gray, p. 298.

“02patent Rolls, Ed. III, I, 3l6.
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As time went on the young Inglish king grew more and
more restive under the asuthority of Liortimer and his mother.
In addition the relationship between lortimer end Isabella
was not well concealed and word of the affair hed come to
the Pope. The head of the Cutholic Church seemed to have
assisted the Zing in some meesure in disposing of both
Kortimer and his mother.205 There are few indicetions as to
how the removal was accomplished, but Lortimer was seized
and condemned by Parliament without trial.zo4 Shortly after-
wards on Noverber 29, 1330 he was hanged on the "common
Ga].lows".z05 Edward forced his mother from her plece of
power anda she was allowed to live on her dower manors.206

Now that Edward could rule in his own right he began
to teke action against the Scots. Once more Edwerd Balliol
was invited to the Englisna court.zo7 Although dward did
not admit it at the time he probebly had scmething to do
with the meetings between Balliol and all the lords who had

been cdeprived of their Scottish Estates for supporting the

2050. G. Crump, "The Arrest of Roger Lortimer and
Queen Isebel", Englisnh Historicel Review, Vol. 26, 1911, p. 332.
Edward carried on & privete correspondence with the Pope in
which he would sign a special word to that which he wished
the Pope to take sericusly.

2041114, p.331.

205Tout, djist. of Englend, III, 309.
206Idem.
207

Patent Rolls, Zd. III, I, 547.

4
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English.zo8 Balliol and these nobles now carefully recruited

. ~ ' . 209
a force of some 480 men-ct-arme and about a thousand archerse.

Edward, in the meantime, attempted to show the Scots his

intention to keep the peace by forbidding any armed force to

210

cross the English border.” Nothing, however, weas csaid and

X ) 211
no questions were asked when this sanme force put to sea.

The invesion of Bezlliol and his disinherited cane
at an opportune time for the pretender. Bruce had died in

212

1329, some cnroniclers say of leprosye. His death had been

followed, two years later, by the death of the distinguished

213 Scotland's king was

Scottish guerdien, the earl of Loray.
too young to rule and the government of the realm had been
left to the guardian earl efter the death of Robert Bruce.
Upon the death of loray all the dissentiené forces broke
loose in Scotland.214
Balliol and his disinherited nobles must have known

of the Scottish situation when they sailed. The Scots met

6Oa_l,@,nercost Chronicle, p. 266.

[
209 amee. » sng. dist. Review, 25, 207.

210rout, Hist. of Ensland, III, 316.

2ll1hid. 0517,

leGray, ccalacronica, p. £94.

213 - . -
Lanercost Chronicle, p. 268&.

214Fordun, Chronicle, II, 346.
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the invacders with a large but disorganized array, overconfident
to a feult. At the Battle cf Duplin loor the forces of the
young David Eruce were badly defeated. The Scots blame part
of the defeat on countrymen who still choose to support the
Belliol line and pleyed the spy for Edweard Ealliol.ZlS The
remainder of the campaign was a great success for the dis-
inherited and Edward Balliol received the crovm of his father
at Ccone in September of 1532.216

The Pope as well as the French u.ged Edward III to
stop the forces of Balliol in their progress. Edwerd pointed
out ne could not war on his own subjects and, in addition,
he added, Scotland had not lived up to the treaty because
she had returned the lcnds of only one of the three nobles

217

designeted in the treaty. Edward's thought in this mey

have been thet he wanted to do business with a prince to

. . . . 8
whom he was bound by no treaty obllgatlons.Zl

The Scots were not to be so easily put down and,
under a new guardien, forced Balliol out of the kingdom

faster than he had conguered it.419 Edward Balliol now

lePluscarden Chronicle, II, 199.

216Fordun, Chronicle, II, 347. A short time &after

Edwerd Balliol's coronation he rewarded those men who had
assisteda him in the conquest. Petent Rolls, Ed. III, II, 553.

217Gray, Scelegcronice, p. 2£95.
2181dem.
219

Fluscerden Chronicle, II, 200.
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collected his disinherited for enother attempt. This time
against Berwick. Edward III now dropped ell pretense and

220 The Scots, in attempt-

went to the assistance of Balliol.
ing to relieve Berwick, were badly defeated in the disastrous
battle of Halidon Hill.,2%l

The new English king, a true grandson of Edward I,
now overran Scotland in what was a well executed campaign.g22
He egain used uls grandfather's method of setting up a chain
of strong places and forts with which to keep the Scots in

check.225 Activity is found in the Patent Rolls. The castle

of Hirbodil which had been destroyed during the Scottish War

224 Wwilliam de ilonte-Aucto had to

was repeired in 1336.
furnish end fortify ccstles and towns.225 An attempt was
also mede to suppress those Scots who had eluded Edward.
Efforts of this type were seen in the order to merchants
going to Scotland, "not to trade with the king's enemy, the

Scot.s."226

2°OGray, Scelceronicsa, p. 297.

21‘511?01’dun, Chronicle, II, 348.

222Gra‘, Scelacionice, p. 297,
223Idem

224potent Rolls, Ed. III, III, 238.
£251bid. ,p.264.

226

Ibigo ,p.2560
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As Wyntoun says, Zdward now filled all the strong
pleces with Englishmen.227 The Scots were removed from all
positions of trust.228 An English sheriff was ounce more
appointed for each district. A chamberlain was app.ointed
for thet porticn called Lothean which Edward III had annexed

o
229 At last it looked

upon concluding the Scottish conguest.
as if Edward hed completed the work of his grendfather.
However, like his graandfather Edward had over-reached himeself
in Scotlend and without knowing he had done so turned his
attention to France.

In his conguest of Scotland, Edward mede Balliol
cede so much land to Englend that the new Scottish king had
very little opportunity or povier viith which to establicsh
himself. Lliost of the land in guestion was in the Soutnh from
which much of balliol's support would come.zzga Lloreover,
other Scots, friendlynto Belliol, were not at all pleased
with his ceding large tracts of Scottish land to England.25o
The result of such policy was &another rising in Scotland

supported by the French.zsl Bailiol was again forced out

of Scotland.

227Wyntoun, Chronicle, II, 408.

268Idem.

“2%ailes, fnnsls, II, 210.

229a,,, . .
““8'he Southern section was the most populous end
the richest section of Scotland.
~9Op1usccrden Chronicle, II, 199.

23

1pig. ,p2iz.
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By this tiwe Edweard was so engaged with his French
venture thet Scotland was once more freed of the English.
Now David Bruce, who had been forced to flee to Frence,
returnedq to Scotland, and led a great exp-aition into England.232
It was thought by the Scots that so many Inglish men-at-arms
would be in France that there would be no force left to oppose
them in England.233 However the lords of the llarch proved
their mettle and the Scots absorbed a punishing defeat at
Neville's Cross. Here King David and many nobles were taken
prisonef and meny more met their deaths.254

&Although the Scots were forced by their terrible
defeat into peace for some years, they were by no means
conguered. As huas been pointed out, IZdward had ovessiot his
marx and had tried to force upon the Scots a king whom many
of them disliked. Having made this fatal error, he added
to this misteke by an enterprise waich, however, glorious
was too much for the strength of the England of that daye.
With a strong feeling of EScottish nationalism in the secendant
it was not very wise of EZdward to force the ceding of so
much land tv IZngland. If his policy in Scotland was to

have any chance «t all his move sinould have been to leave

zszcray, Scelacronica, p. 301.

233Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 2:z4.

234Gray, Scalacronica, p. 301
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his man Eglliol &s stronz a king as possible. ‘/ithout the
cooperetion of same of the Ccots, only a huge army could
have kept tie Scots in subjection. The failure on Edward's
part to carry out these policles resulted in plunging the'

two countries once more into their age-old blood bath.



III. TIE POLICIES CF TiE SCOTIS
l. The Failure of the Nobility

An analysis of the counter movements and policies
of the Scottish chieftains is necessary to an understanding
of how a minor power like Ccotland was able to hold off the
might of England for so many years. As we heve seen, the
Scots were greatly aided both by the foreizn entanzlements
of t.e English kings and by their difficulties with the
English Barons. The rest of the story can perhaps be guined
from the policies employed by the Scots to keep their land
free.

Now that the English had actually attacked at
Berwick, March 1296 ,the Scots speeded up their previous
preparatioas to help that town in its plizht. In order to
gain all the economic gower they could muster, the Bailiffs
of Scotland seized all the English goods and turned them
over for safe keeping to those castles held by Scots.l A
manpower levy was alcso forced upon the Scottish kingdom.
The levy was cealled a "Wapinshaw" and demanded that all who
were capable of military service were to meet the call of
their couatry. Included were, "&ll wino had power, wealth,
arms and strength."z Wnen this army discovered that Berwick
had already fallen, it moved to assicst the Scots in another

guarter.

lLanercost Chronicle, p. 128,

©Itid., p. 129.
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In the meantime the Scots retaliated by invading
England under John Comyn of Buchan. His force was not large
but it was used so effectively that Comyn set an example
for later Scottish forays. The idea was to destroy &s much
English property as possible. Lioreover, since the Scots
were a poor but thrifty race, they took everything of value
back with them to Scotland.3 Apparently, the Scots them-
selves were not above cruelty to their enemy for Lanercost
tells the norrors perpetrated by tne Scots in this raide.
He writes, the Scots, "surpassed in cruelty all the fury
of the heathen."4 The o0ld were killed as well as women in
childbed and their children. In the process of this foray
tne Scots caused extensive aamage to English property. The
towas of Tindale and Cerbriuge were burned as well ac the
monesteries of Hexham and Lanercost. The damage done to
the last nemed monastery no doubt influenced the ciaronicler
in his wrath against the Scots.5

The Scottish King Belliol found that problems as
well as victories ensued from Comyn's raid. In the course
of the raid, Comyn btesieged Carlisle, which was held by

Robert Eruce, the cson of the pretender.6 Belliol now had

3Ipid., p. 136.
4

Idem.

5Langtoft, Chronicle, II, 237.

®Lenz, Hist. of Scotlend, I, 177.
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not only the English opposing him btut the Bruce faction of
Scotland. The ill-feeling of thics faction had grown pro-
gressively worse and the EBishop of Glesgow, leader of the
Bruce faction in Scotland, seized upon this time of nationeal
distress to stir up internsl trouble. IHe was supportea by
a large part of the Scottish Knights.7 Fordun laments that,
"througn the guarrel, the harmless rabble, exposed to the
ravenous biting of these wolves, lay mangled far and wide
over the land."8 National disunity wes one weekness of
King John's reelm, and the feailure of his ally to provide
effective assistance was another.

As soon &s the French learned of Edward's operation,
they attempted to keep their treaty obligations; On the
beacis of &« report from their spy, Thomas de Tuberville, the
French plannea a navel attack on the shores of England. The
expedition, however, was disastrous for the French, either
because they had been misinformed of the strenzth or nature
of Englis:. defense, or they could not matcn their enemy's
skill as sailors. Out of the huge fleet of French shipé in
the attack only two reached the shores of England with an
effective fighting force. The survivors of this ill-starred

attack were all driven back to France.9

Tyyntoun, Chronicle, II, 335.
8Fordun, Chronicle, II, Z19.

9§§g§rcost Chronicle, p. 119.
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The real weakness of Scotland in the light of its
many difficulties was revealed in the Eattle of Duabar.
Shortly ecf'ter the fall of Zerwick the Dunbar fortress was
under siege by Earl Warenne.lo Sir DRicnard Seward, a former
servant of the king of England, now nheld Dunbar for the
Scots.ll Chivelry demanued that Seward be &llowed to inform
Ealliol of Dunbar's condition before the Engliish attack.1?
Langtoft states that Seward was dishonest and had kuown that
the Scottish foirce was already on its way to his aid when
he eskxed for the rights of Cnivalry.13 After giving hostages
to the English, Seward sent a messenzer to the Scots urging
them to attack the English. The messenger further stated,
"your people of the castle will see you by their watch and
will meXe a selly upon the English who expect not their
coming."l4 This action would, of course, trap tne Eaglish

betwvicen two forces.

lOLang, dist. of Scotland, I, 178.

llLangtoft, Chronicle, II, 241.

lzIbid.4%24l. Anotheyr examg.le of this right to
inf'orm one's commander was the siege of Stirling which
resulted in the battle of Bannockburn. Tout, distory of
Enzlend, III, 2E8.

1314em. 1In giving the Englich veirsion for this
battle Lengtof't goes iato far greater detail than do any
of the other chroniclers couacerning the Duanbar engasement.

ld1pig, p.2as.
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The Scottish zrmy began the attack, though in some
disorder.15 The Englicsh at once aavanced to meet the Scotes.
Accounts of the Scottisn reaction dissgree. Langtoft says,
"the Scots see them come, tura tail upon them {the Engiish)

16 Cn the other hand, the Scots, according

like as quail.™”
to the Lanercost account were nolding their own iu the field
when the xnights fled leaving the foot alone to face the
enemy.17 Fordun says tinat this cowardice of tine knights was
instigated by supporters of Iruce, namely the ecarls of Lar
and Atnol.l8 williem, earl of Ross and other knights loyal
to Balliol fled to the castle of tunbar after the battle weas
lost. The Tiraitorous Seward, true only to himself, turned
the Scotticsh nobles over to his alleged enemy, the Eng,rlish.l9
Taere is sowe indication thet the Scots had in their ranks
several piriests. Leanercost asserts that, "several tonsuied

20

[priestc] were found among the dead." among the common

15Fordun, Cnronicle, II, 3168.
l6Lan,gtoft, Chronicle, II, 247.

l7Lanercost Chronicle, p. 140.
18F

oraun, Chronicle, II, p. 319.

lgLangtoft, Chronicle, II, p. 251. Langtoft has left
a ratner interesting picture of tne procession maue by tiae
pricsoners as they rode off to prison. The prisoners were,
*Two ana two tosetner mounted on a hekney, some in carts,
with fetters on the feet."

8OLanercost Chronicle, p. 139. The part the priests
played in the Scottisa wars has been discussed.
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folk tane number of exccutions must have been nighe.

Lanercost places tne number for tihe Scottisn dead &t

P9

10,000.2

Af'ter the battle of Dunbar tihe Scots were forced
cq s i . . 23
back until King John subnmitted to zZdwerd at Liontroce.
Small wonder thzt Ccotlend came under tine oppressive sway
of Ingland. The very classes that should heve furaished
leadership eagainst the invader were divided in council. In
the f'ace of this factionalism the only group whicn had the
interests of tihie Scottisn nation at heart were the clergy.
So exnausted was ti.elr lend that the Scots might heve
settled down to & peaceful sulmission. This was not to be
for the harsih English lawes and the worse administrators
brought, for a time, the dissentient groups of Scotlend
together egainst the now ncted Englishn.

S50 soon as Edward had left Scotland thne magnates of
the land assenktled in a Parliement at Scone.24 For the
moment petty aifferences were folrgotten in the Cace of a
common enemy. JIwalve wardens of Scotland were appointede.

Thecse men &t once set avout repairing castles and prepared

élLangtoft, Chronicle, II, 249.
52Fordun, Chronicle, II, 219.

25Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 115.

24Irig. pe117. .
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in every way to meet the attack of the Znglish. In the
meantime, Jomn Ccmyn, earl of Bauchan, auvenceda at the

head of «n airmy into England and besieged Carlisle but

Y

o
<

witiiout good results. we have elready seen whot effect
this activity had on the English wardens of Ccotlund. The
tempo of the fighting increased and soon the rebellion wes
to be greatly assisted by tihe rise of a national hero,

wallace.

2. The Hise of william Wellace

A Welleace appears on the scene in connection with
the Scotticsh war in 1296. In a document bearing the date
of sugust 1, 1290, a compleint was mede by Cristieania of
St. John &t Perth alleging she had been robbed of 3s worth
of beer by, "ilzthew of York aend Williem le Naleys.“ze
Althougn there is no positive proof thet this was the
Scottish leader, the English Chroniclers constantly refer
to wallece as a "chief of brigands." Moreover, Perth weas
part of tae stamping grounds ol Uallace.27 Cn the other
hand the Wallace wunteu four theft of the beer mcy nave teen

an English soldier es & man Ly thet neme does appear on the

2SIdem.

26, . - . . .
Bein, fcottish Documents, II, 1sl.

2Tlencreost Chronicle, p. 163.







91
. . 28 . .
Enzlish army lists. In spite of the lacit of clear evidence,
it nhzs been esteblicsned thet William was a younger son of
s - e - - .29
Sir Lezlcolm wallace of Ederslie.

Williem YWellece 1s described as tall of stature,
strong of boay, pleasant a.d merry ol countenaice, kindly
to all ais friends, terrible to his foes, bounteous in gifts,
and wost rignteous in Judgement.‘o wallace spent uls boy-
hooa ian Jenfrewshire whele he learaned the use of such weapons

. . . A 31 . . . .
as tine sword and degger. During his boyhood he also ob-
tained his «.lmost fanatic desire for freedom. During his
school aays his master told nim:

KXy son I tell thee soothfastlie

No gift is like to libertie;

Tnen never live in slaverie.

Some tike in the year 1246, the young wallace was
sent to the town of Dundee. The Sneriff, Shelbe of Dundee,
hed a son who delignted ia teunting the rustic Scots.°5 He
noticed Wwallace and his excellent sword. The Shelbe man

asked wallece whet a Scot did witn sucia a fine weapon. 4t

28 ang, Hist. of Scotlznd, I, 120.

= Idem.
30

Pluscerden Chronicle, II, 1l&.

31Henry the Linstrel, The actis_and Deidis of' the
Illustere and Veilzeand Campioun Schir williiam .Jealleace,
Knight or Ellerclie, ea. James Loir, (Bainburgn: williem
Blackwood and Sons, LDCCCL XXXIX) p. 7.

32

kinstrel, Jellace, p. XXVII.

651bi(1., po 8.



92
lest the teunts became tco mucn for willicam wallace, end in
the fight the Sheriff's son was xilled. \‘iallece beat a
hasty 1retreat down the winding streete of Dundee with the
supporters of the saeriff at his heels. de esceped only
through fortuitous circumstances. A Scottish girl, a wiss
Bradfute, saw ‘Viellace's position and wiiisked him into a
house. ‘Yellace was kept out of sight until nightfall and
fled under cover of darkness.34 He later married his bene-
factress. <&he was put to deata by .aazelrig, the sneriff
of Lenerk, for her part in \WWallace's ecscepe.

News of this tregedy was brought to Wwallace who was
elreacdy an outlaw and at the head of a growing band of
desperate men. with his followingz, Wallace stole into
Lanark and killed Hazelrig with nis own hands.35 In the
resulting fight the English ana their supporters were expelled
from the town and Sir Thomas Grey, the father of the autaor

. 36 . )
of Scelocrcnica, was wounded. "IFrom that time there were

gathered unto him (Wwellace) all who were bitter in spirit
e+ under the unbearatle dcmination of the English nation."37
The chronicler of Lancrcost says that Wisheart,

Bishoy of Glasgow, end Jemes, the Steward of Scotleand, made

34Iﬁinstrel, Wellace, p. 8.

SSTpid., p. 18.

56 o : o
Grey, Scalocronica, p. £84.

A
(]

Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 117
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common cause with Wallace and helped him to gain domination
over the Scots. The entire proceeding was accomplished in
an underhanded menner because they feared to break openly
with the English.38 Fordun, on the otner hand, says williem
Wallece, without help from enyone, forced the megnates of
Scotlana to obey his commands and thaet, moreover, izllace
remeined elweys loyal to Balliol.59 The loyalty of wallace
to his deposed king, nowever highminded, was to prove
disacsterous on the field of Felkirk.

As we have leerned, Wallace had been engaged in
reducing Dundee Czestle with the citizens of that town
gsesicsting him. It vwas while engaged ia this activity that
he received news of the English advance. Leaving the
burghers of Dundee to continue operaticns ageainst the IEnglish
in Dundee castle, Wwallace marched off to meet Warenne,
Cressingham and Clifford.4o The Scots arrivea North of the
Forth vefore the English and prepared to receive the force
of Wwarenne. 4ccording to Blind darry, the bridge crossing
the Forth was sawed in two and hinges were placed over the
cuts and concealed witn clay. This enatled wWallace to

order the bridge collapsed at a signal.4l with these

58Lanercost Chronicle, p. 163.

39Fordun, Chronicle, II, 322.
40

Kinetrel, Wallece, p. 176
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preparations made, he waited with his men to attack. The
results of these measures and tne btattle nhave been aiscussed.

The Scottish hero proceeded at once to increase tae
resistance to English rule in the realm. Like Comyn, Weallece
used metiods familiar to the Scots. de was not only an expert
orgenizer btut & strict disciplinerian, a necessary quality
in the light cf the tack before the Scots. For instance,
wallace inflicted severe punishment on the men of Aberdeen
and other Northern Scots who refused to obey his commands.
These men "were hanged as rebels and treitors to their
country. ZEy whose example, others being put in feer, his
nds

commendments were the better obeiede. wallace ordered a

gallows set up in every domain so that deserters in battle
"miznt be hanged thereon without mercy."43
Wallace now embarked on a systematic reduction of
all English strongholds. Lany of the castles were taken by
starvation.44 Others were taken by storm and some were

destroyed. The eguipment seized was used to build up the

Scottish army. The rest of the plunder was distributed

4°Raphaell. Holinshed, Chronicles of England and
Scotlend and Irelend, (London: Printed foi J. Johnson,
¥F.C. and J. Rivington T. Peyne; Wwilkie and Robinson Longman,
Hurst, Rees, and Ormej Cedell ana Davis; and J. Lawman, 1308),
vV, 332.

43p1uscarden Chromicle, II, 119.

44l 2nercost Chronicle, p. 165,
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among the followers of Wallace.45 4s nis successes grew,
many of thae Englisn warders surrenuered or retreated witaout
a struggle.46 Furthermore, Wallace efficiently managed the
problem of supply for starving Scotlend. He decided to
winter his troops in England and tnereafter invaded Allen-
dale which he "burned up."47 In this way he not only trought
destruction to England, but elso relieved his own poor
country of feeding a large body of men.

Wellace was not long to manage the organizetion of
his country. In 12528 it wes evident the Englisn were
moving in great force against Scotland.48 wellace wes
forced to meet the Englisih with & disasterous breach in
his own rangs. Elind Hairry cleims tuaat just before the
battle iiallace had some iaea of the disloyelty within his
own force. licny of the great men of Scotland looked down
on him from envy or priace aud did not feel he was a fit
person to lead them.49 The Stewzrd of Scotland, urged on

by the Comyns, insisted on leading the venguard of the army.5o

45Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 119.

46Idem.

47Fordun, Chronicle, II, 332.

48patent Rolls, Za. I, III, 312.
49

Linstrel, Wellece, p. 300.

50Idem.

—
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Wallace had other plans. As we now know this dissencsion in

part cost both Weallace and Scotlanu the bBattle of Felkirk.
=
Williem Wallece was pluiiged into the decpest gloom.”
S0 over come was he by the treachery of the Scottish nobility

that he resigned nis commend, "and charge which he held as

[=4
no2 He took this action rather than bring ruin on

[ =
the common people through his leadersinip.

guerdian.

Even with the help of the Scottish Chroniclers, the
furtner cereer of Jdallace ic eXceedingly diffiicult to follow.
He mey have gone to France to gailn the assicstance of the
king of thet country in pleauing the Scottish cause in Rome.54
Some proof of thnis is found in a document in wnich Philip of
France "to his lieges at the Rome:i court, commeands them to
request the Pope's favor for nis beloved Williem le auleis
of Scotland snight, in the matters which he wishes to forward

with his iloliness."2°

Slpiuscarden Chronicle, II, 122. Pluscerden
illustretes the high resolve and unself'isn patriotism of
wWellace. Bruce is reported to have contected wallace as the
latter was in retrect and to have roundly upbraided wWallace
for serving a lost cause w..en all the honors and riches of
the world awaited him under Edward. William in his turn
chided Eruce for his own role which was that of, "but half
a man.® Upon heering these words, Bruce is supposed to have
resolved tanat, "no low pursuits should taint the lof'ty soul.”

52Fordun, Chronicle, III, p. 325.
53Idem.
54

rlolinshed, Chronicle, C, V, 334.

| = =4
““YBain, Scottish Documents, II, 303.
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Although wallace continued his operctions against the Znglisn
he was alwuays 1n canger of capture not only from tne Znglish
but from the Scots as well. The treachery of his capture and
his tragic death were discussed in the second chapter.
The office of Weallace now fell to John Comyn, a po-
sition he held until he was compelled to submit to Edwurd one

S0

yeer later.” Jonn de Soules, who was associateda with Comyn

in his office, cet on oot the Scottish plans to gain sid

of Eonifece VIII.O'

Taking aavantage of the truce whicii had
been arranged through the good offices of France, three
commissiorniers were sent to the Pope to "lay bere unto him
sundry and menif'old hardships brought upon the kingdom of

d.“58

Scotland by the enmity of the ... izing of Englan The

activity of the Scottish comnissioners resulted in the issuing
of the Pezpal Eull sent to Edward in 1298.59
In the meentime, Comyn and Simon Fraser, another of
the guardiens, despite the truce, attempted to wear down
the English officers in Scotlend. This was done by sudden

attacks both by dey and night on English forces or strongholds.

56Fordun, Chronicle, II, 324.

Itid.,p.32%.
581Qem.

59Bain, Scottisn Documents, II, £5%5.
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After the attack was made the forces of the Scots would
disperse into the hills.6

The operations must nave stung the Englisna for
they aavancea under Ralph Confrey in an attempt to stop
the activities of the guardians. Thne result weas the battle
of Roslyn in which the Ecots, taking aavantege of tae loose
formation of the English, defeated each ol three English
formations ii turn and thus won the day.61

Although the battle of Roslyn was a glorious victory
for the Scots they were not able to withstand the power of
Edward when he advenced against the guerdians in 1303.62
We have already examined the attemgts the Scots made to
stop the IEnglish by a scorched earth policy. All proved
to no aveil and the majority of fcotlend submitted to Edward
in the winter of 1303.63 In spite of the success which
attended his skill in arms, Edward, had learned nothing
from his previous experience. again the repressive measures
which Edward had formerly instituted were employed. The
results were also the sane, that of preparing Scotleand for

rebellion, this time accompeanied by the rise of Robert Bruce.64

60Fordun, Chronicle, II, 326.

6J‘Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 169.
62Fordun, Chronicle, II, 328.
631bid. p 329.

€
4Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 170.
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3. King Robert Bruce

Bruce, it will be remembered, had during nis meeting
with wallace, taken & solemn oath to be true to the nobler
part of himself. with what csuccess he kept this vow we shell
now see. DBefore embarking on his road to glory the future
king of Scotland had followed the path of meny other great
lords, thet of serving his own self interest above honor and
above nation. le had wavered in his alliance to Edward more
then once wnen it seemed as if a change would be to Bruce's
adventeage

During tne campaign of 1303 Bruce was once azain an
adnerent of Edwerd and managed the siege-train for the king
when the latter was engaged in reducing Stirling Castle.65

Bruce, always open to & proposition, proved a ready
listener when Jonn Ccmyn, on the occasion of Edward's
Scottish Parliament, broached the subject of thne kiugship
of Scotlana. Comyn, eithei to make peace between thelr re-
spective houses, or for darker reasons, suggested the pro-
gram wilereby bota men stood to gain.66 Becuuse Comyn be-

treyed this agreement to Edward, Eruce was forced to flee

for his life.

®OLeng, Hist. of Scotland, I, 193.

6€Bzrbour, Bruce, p. 13.
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The earl of Gloucester is sald to have wearned Eruce
about the changeable temper of tne English wonarch who nad
granted Bruce time to clear himself‘,67 a caution Lobert must
have teken to heart. Knowing his sericus position, EPruce
rushed te his chambers in compeny only witn his clerk and
locked the door. This man and Bruce quickly made prepa-
rations for flight and departed by a secret way toward the
Scotticsh border thet same night. Robert paused only long
eanougn in nils flignt to pick up nis brother, Edward, at
Lachmeber. From him he learned of John Comyn's presence

at Dumfries.

In hot haste Eruce rode to Dumfries where he found
his man before the high altar in the church of that place.
Bruce promptly conrfronted him with his own letters patent.
John stoutly denied the charge wnereupon Bruce, "with
lausning countenanice reft the life of him".68 This deed
was to be a black mark ugainst Eruce winich he was never
quite able to live down in all of his subsequeunt career.
Even Barbour, his admirer, admits "there is no doubt thzt

. - 69
Bruce sinned there greatly."

67Pluscarc'ien Chronicle, II, 174.

68Barbour, Sruce, p. 18.

691dem.
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Action was taken at once to assemble all those who
would follow Eruce. Vithin a few days after the death of
Comyn, Bruce nastened to Scone where e was crowned on tae
27 of liarch 1306.7O The Bishop of St. Andrews, long one
of the major ctruce supporters, is reported to have said upon
hearing of the slaying of Comyn; "So help me God! I have
great hope he Zruce shall be king, &nd have all this land

7 . .
1 From the moment of his coronation Eruce

under his rule."
underwent a strense change. He now emerged as the embodi-
ment of courage 1in the Tface of all adversitye.

Among those Scotsmen who rallied to the standard
of Bruce was James Douglas. This man was the son of the
martyred Douglas.72 Jamnes had been forced for a time to
reside in Peris when his father was imprisoned. Under the
protection and good offices of the Eishop of Saiant Aandrews
he now retuined to Scotland. Douglas was persuaded by tie
bishop to support Bruce. James was further prompted to this
course because Edwafd had refused to restore the Dcuglas
lands to James.73

Barbour has left a very interesting picture of James

Douglas. From the description one would gatner James received

70Fordun, Chronicle, II, 335.

71Barbour, Sruce, p. 19.

T21pig., p. 6.

"3Ipid., p. 9.
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the name Elack Douglas from his appeerance as well as from
his deeds.

He James Douglas was most feailr in demeanour, wise,

courteous, and deboneir, de was liberal and kind

also, znd above all things loved loyalty ... In

visage he was some what grey, and he nhad black

hairf:butwhisulimbg were7zell made his bones great

and nis shoculders troad.
Douzlas met Eruce while the latter was on his way to be
rowned at Scone. "And when Bruce had heard his desire he
received him with much pleasure, «nd gave nim men and arms."75

Bruce soon found after his defeat at liethven that
he nad undertaken no light task. Uunder tne pressuse of the
howids of the nglisa King, Eruce was forced to disband his
forces with what disasterous ccnsequences we already Know.
He was now forced to fignt on almost singlehanded in an
attempt to save himself.

The romuntic wanderingzs of Eruce which now began
were in reality an attempt to stay out of the clutches of
unfriendly Scots and Englisih. In one case Bruce was not
able to slip through the lines of Lorne's men without a
struggle.76 King Robert was forced to beat off an attack

in which he killed three of Lorne's men in single combat.77

T1pid., p. 1C.
"S1pig., p. 22.

76 - . . ;
Lorne was a Scot related by marriage to the Coryns
end thus was eager to revenge Jonn Comyn's death.

7
Barbour, Bruce, p. 33.
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liore reductions in both Bruce's fortunes and manpower, despite
occasiocnal success, forced him to leave the Scottish main-
land. He speat a period in the Isles of Bute and Ratnlin,
biding his time.

with improved fortunes Bruce was able at last to
returi to Cerricik. A spy was to have set a ligat if the
people of Carrick were favorable to his return. A light
was seen to shine above the shores of Carrick but, as the
spy later conf'essed, it was set by no mortal hand.7a

The slow and paintul conguest of Scotlana now began.
The poliéy of Bruce was based oa that of Wwallace but acguired
a much harsher toae as the campaign progressed. After a
fortress was reduced, the garrison was put to death and the
fortress destroyedi. All arms and spcils found within the
Englisin strongholds were used to equip Bruce's motley army.79

During this phase of the conguest Douglas sought,
and was grented, permission to conguer his inheritance. It
was during this expeuition that the war cry of “Douglas",
destineda to strike fear into the hearts of the English, was
first used.80 Upon destroying his own castle Douglas observed

that if the Scots attempted to hold any strongholds they

-~

78John Barbour, Selections from Barbour's Bruce, Books
I-X, ed. Prof. Skeat, for the Ecrly Englisn Text Society in
1870, 1299. (Bungay; Richard Clay and Sons Limited, 1900) p. 96.

79

Fordun, Chronicle, II, 332.

0
Barbour, Bruce, p. 117
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could never depend on succor from their own people.81

The work of reaucing Ccotland now reached a fevericsh
pitch and Douglas returned to assist Eruce in this great
work. During all of Eruce's wanderings he had not been
f'orced to meet an army in the open fields since Methven.
As & result when Aymer de Velence, the English waraen of
Scotland, caallenged Eruce to battle in an open field KRobert
accepted.82 A closer examination needs to be made of this
strange behavior. Tne support of Bruce, in spite of his
success 1n the reauction of castles, was wavering. Bruce
had only off and on support from his own faction. ile could
depend on much less from the rest of the Scottish nation.
Even the great Douglas was not always above suSpicion.83
The resulting state of affairs may have influenced him in
picking up the English gage of battle. Bruce hoped he would
be able to prove himself a commander with whom to reckon.

To make as certain of success as possible, Bruce
picked a meadow which was located on a side of Louden hill.

Such a position would force the English to charge up the

8lidem. The dispositions of the Scotticsh Lords were
such that they changed with the wind. Under this situation
and the fact that Scotland always had difficulty in reising
a large enough army to meet the English, relief of a lerge
number of stronzholds was impossible.

82Ibid., p. 184.

S leng, Hist. of Scotleud, p. 21l.
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slope. In addition to the marsh in front of unis men, trenches
were dug along the sides to strengthen the Scottish formation.
In the resulting tettle Sir Aymer was trounced. Bruce was
said to have used but €00 prime fignting men.84 According
to Barbour, Sir Aymer de Valence was so crusned by this

oy =
3 By . - . . QO
defeat that he never again cshowed his face in Scotland.

4, The Greatness of Eruce

At the death of Edweard I Robert Bruce was by no means
in control of &ll Scotland. From tiue hour he killed John
Comyn he never lacked dangerous enemies in the rest of the
Comyns.86 In future wars this family was to be among the
staunchest supporters of the IEnglisia kings.

As we heve seen, however, Eruce's task was made in-
finitely more simple by the tribulations of the new ILnglish
king. Zruce, during the course of Edward II's reign, was
forced to beat off only two serious Znglish military invasioas.
Cne resulted in the great CScottish triumph at Bannockburn, the
other was the campaizn in which Edward marched all over Scot-
land only to have his foe elude him. Bruce's major efforts,

therefore, were concentrated on reducing the Scots to his

84Barbour, fruce, p. 184.
81big., p. 1es.

86Pluscarden Chronicle, II, p. 1&0.
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rule and counteracting the dissimulations of IZdwerd, par-
ticularly where it concernea the Pope. This section will
attempt to show how Bruce parried the Znglish thrusts and
et the seame time neutralized Edward's dangerous machination.

We heve already observed Bruce's victories over
cuch Scots &as Lorne and the men of Argyll. Bruce enlarged
upon this teginning by defeating Donald of the Isles and
tne Gollowey men.©? Eruce's narsh policy as ne continued
in his succescsful camyaignrseems to have become less severe

than when he first beguan his operations Captured strong-

0:\ .

[o]
o

holds were still levelled to the ground in kKeeping with

the Scottish idea that they would be more useful to the

Englisn as instruments of oppression than they would to the
Scots as a mea.s of defense. This policy was also extended

to the towns. In this case @ll walls and battlements were
destroyed.89 Uncder the new policy the common people found

in the strongholds were genereally Spared.go The nobility,

the English, and those Scots who were disloyal were executed.
In executions, Bruce seems to have adopted the English practice

. . 9
of drawing before executione. 1

87Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 181.

88Fordun, Chronicle, II, 338.

89Idem.
9OIdem.

91Forduu, Chronicle, II, 3%8. The condemned person was
fastened to a horse and drawn through the jeering clrowds.
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On his many forays into England, Bruce reduced both
the towns of Perth and Berwick.92 The expeditions were
ctill conducted in the Scottish manner of burning end de-
stroying.93 To the o0ld practices Bruce added a tyge of
extortion. Ia return for not destroying a town or a monas-
tery the inhabitants were compelled to pay large sums of

money. The Lanercost Chronicle menticns one instance in

which the people of a community had to pay 2,000 pounds to
prevent the destruction of tns town while at the same time
promising Eruce, "safe passage and retreat through the land
of the bishopric."94

The disaster that the Scots wrougat on the English
at Bannockburn will be discucssed in the fourth chapter.
+#hen the English king made his second unsuccessful try,
Bruce avoided an encounter and instead drew awey with the
Scots army all animals fit for food.95 The English army,
because of Bruce's action was forced to retreat some distance
96

for they had advanced as far as Edinburgh. when the English

92Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 182. for Perth. Fordun,
Chronicle, II, 340. foi Eerwick.

93Pluscarden Cahronicle, II, 1E&2.

94Lanercost Chronicle, p. 119.

95Fordun, Chronicle, <42.

961dem.
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retreated the Scottisn army, not unlike that cf Rusesia in
the Frencn retreat froam Loscow, hung on the flanks of the
Englisn airmy causing widespreed damage.97

Tne politicel wisdom of Eruce expressed itself in
meny ways. One was Eruce's prudent attempt to settle the
difficult guestion of succession once and for all.98 The
general council decided tnut in cease Robert died without
mcle issue tne crown would pass to his btrotaer, Eaward. If
this errangement failed, the crown was to go to tae male
issue of Karjory, Robert's daughter. Tae first succession
arrangement fell because of the subsequent'deatn of Edward.
A new succession agreement was then made whereby David,
the newly born son of Robert should come to the throne. In
case of a minority the earl of Lorcy was to have tne kingdom
in his caarge. The leatter pert of the first succession stood
and proved to be wise. Lkarjory married .alter Stewart.
Devid Eruce, the son of Robert, came to the thione but died
without legitimate issue. The descendants of Marjory
eventually reigned as tne Stewart kings. Another
problem'was the guestion of ais brotinesr, Edward Eruce.
Though a gellaut soldier ne nas been described as a "mettle-

some ana high-spirited man, and would not dwell togetiner

Idem.

98Pluscarden Chroniecle, II, 185.
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n93 An opportunity now offered

with his brother in peace.
itself to dispocse of eand at the same time reweard, a po-
tentially dangerous adversary. Len from a section of Irelaid
ceme to Eruce end esked nim to place a King over them and

to drive out tueir enemies wiich included both Enzlish and

100 Robert backed his btrother as king. In teking

Irish.
this action his hope mey have been to get in a sharp blow
at the English as well &s to reward inis brother. The
carpaign in Irelend went well at first and Edward truce was

elected king.lOl Unfortunzteiy, Edward was not of his

brotaer's steture and was later killed in Ireland by the

(o83
s

Englisn.t
Bruce also answereq Edward's policy of dissimulation

in two ways. COne metihiod aimed at Edward's tampering with

the loyalty of tne people of Scotland. Edward also attempted

to divide tne Scottish nobility. The strategy with which

this move was connected is not clear. It seems to have been

a wide-cpread conspiracy for fourteen perscns of high rank

103

were executed for thelr part in the plot. Harsh regu-

lations were then passed. One forbede any person to invent

99Forduu, Chronicle, II, 340.

1904zi1es, 4nnzls, II, 76.
101 . .
Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 186.

1021pi4., p. 187.

1031p14., p. 18e.
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or circuleate rumors egeincst the XKing.
To save his own country as mucn exgense as pocsesible
a law was passed forcing all pecple on their way to join
the Scottic. host, "to live at his own charge without
L wlC5 o .
oppressiing the country. One other blow Eruce struck
was &ageinst the English and Edward's &lly the Pope. It
was declared a capital cffencse for eny men to supply weapons

to the enemy.106 In addition all English absentee owiers

were forbicden to draw money out of Scotland.107 hoalust
the Pope Eruce disebled tie Scottish ecclesicstics from
sending mcuey to Rome.lo8 The head of thne Catholic church
on his own part but doubtlessly &t the request of Edwerd
as well, sent legates to Scotland, "to exnhort Eruce to
deul more milcly with the English."lo9 To answer the
insinuetions of Edwerd, Eruce dispatched ambassador's to

110

the Pope. One of these men, Randolph, was a peculierly

good cucice. He not only got the Pope to take & more

1045,i1es, 4nnsls, II, 1G7.
10%1pig., p. 10s.

1061pi6., p. 106.

107Idem.

lOaIdem.

109p1yccerden Chronicle, II, 189.
ll O‘I"\

ordun, Chronicle, II, 343.
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clenment view of Scotland but succeeded to some exteut in
getting him to recognize Eruce cs king.lll
wnen Eruce's unhepuy edversery went down to hils
worst ena last defect, the Scotticsh king broke the truce
he nad mede witn Edwerd II in order to tekxe aavantege of
the new kKing's minority and the unsettled stete of England.
Robert could of course not ftoresee &ll of the efiects a

minority wes to have on ocotlend.
5. David Bruce

During the last days of King Robert, Scotlena knew
prosperity eaud greatness.llz such as she had not known since
tiie cays of Alexander III. Lilghty Zngland had been forced
to beg for peece ana nwd sealed it with the marriasge of a
daugnter oif' ner royel house to the son of Robert Iruce,
David. The days of this greatness wele all too soon to
pass.

Bruce, for the last years of his lif'e, haa been
afflicted with sowe strenge disease. The Lanercost Chironicle
called it leprosy. 4t any rate he died on the 7th of Juue

113

1329, The death of bruce was followed closely by and wus

lllHailes, annals, II, 138. Randolph pointed out to
the Fope tnat, in oraer for nis Zulls to receive atteation in
Scotlenu, they must bte addressed to King Roovert BSruce. In
this way Randolpn not only ottained scme recognization for
Eruce but causeu distrust tetween the Pope and Edward.

112 .
Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 192.

1131dem.



112
connected with the dezth of James Douzlas. Cn his death bed,
Eruce asked Douglas to cairy nis heart to the xoly land &s
he had elvays meant to go there on crusade. Douglas faith-
fully ungertook this mission but aied fighting the Caracens
in Spain.114
Under the terms of the second act of succession,

Randolph, the earl of Lorey, was appointed guardian during

115 Unaer the earl Scotland continued

the minority of David.
to enjoy prosperity for a time. Unfortunately the earl died
in 1322. Pluscarden says teczucse of poison aacministered by
a traitor.ll6 Upon the death of the earl, the dissentient
elements within Scotland broxe loose. Chief emong these
were the Talbots, the iowbrays, &and the Beaumonts.117 In
order to have more power for themeselves they now elected the
weak earl of lier es guardian.ll8
To what depths of degredation Scotland had sunk by
this time 1is shown by the ease with wiich Eaward Ealliol

conquered Scotland.119 In the battle of Duplin ioor the

ll4Fordun. Chronicle, II, 345.
ll5}'}"yntoun, Chronicle, II, 383.
lle;ggg.

1171pid., p. 3ee.

lla;p;g.. p. 38&4.

llgLanercost Chronicle, II, 289.
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earl of ker, as well as many others of the great ceptains of
2

Scotland, fell.l“o

In later encegements Andrew surrey the new guerdian
of Scotlziid wes teken a prisoner as was williem Douglas, a

[

relative of Jeames and a knight of Liddesdale.l“l In a
relatively short time Scotlend was deprived of its best
military leeaders. e have observed that Scotlend was sub-
sequently over-run and subdued by Edward III, only to rise
once wose when Edweard mude the misteiie of turning his at-
e e 122
teation to fraice.

when David Bruce returaed to his homeland it seened
as though Scotland wes well on the road to recovering ell

'Y . . - - . . . . 123 C .
of her former power aud prestige. She once morse could
rely on the services of Williem Dougles who had won his
- 124 ‘" ‘ - NolrY o r i

freeaom by ransom. Now, however, the French king was in
grievous neeu for help from the Scots and urged David strongly

to take the offencsive cgainst the English.l25

lzoWYntoun, Chronicle, II, 392. By this time the
situation had become so bad in Scotlana it was thought advisable
to send young King David to France wnere he did stzy for some
years.,

IZlPluscarden Chronicle, II, 20Ql.

l‘f-'z-"}"yn-toun’ CIIrOHlCle, II, 394,

lggf;gscarden Chronicle, II, 221.

1241044, , p. 209.
lzsﬁyntoun, Chronicle, II, 470. Edward had lsunched
his greztest campaign zgainst the French and everywhere Englisn
arms were successful. Tout, Hist. of Englend, III, 359.
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The young Scottish king eccordingly raised en army.
At once difficulty came to the Scottish host. It was the
old curse of Scotlend, bitter factionelism among the nobility.
The earl of Loss Lecaucse of the natred he bore Ranold, lord
of the Isles, had him put to aeath as he slept in his tent.126
The incident proved very hermful in its effect on the newly
assenbled army. William Douglas urged e retur.i to Scotleand
ena the punishment of Loss for his crime.lg? David, though
greatly angered by the ection of the eerl of Loss, was sur-
rounded by young hot heads like nimself and determined to

push on into England.lz8 It is apparent theat the Scottisa

army moved forward with the benef'it of little or no scouting.129
The younger leaders seem to have had complete conf'idence in
the i1dea that "tae king of England end all his trusty men
are now in France.“l3o We have learned what disaster befell
the Scots as the result of this attitude. Scotland was indeed
brougit low in the Battle of Keville's Cross. David and
Douglas were both captured slong with a great number of other

Scottisn magnates.lzl John Randolph, the brother

126Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 223.

lz7'ﬂyntoun, Chronicle, II, 473,

lzBPlusc:rden Chronicle, II, 223.

1291p14., p. 224,
130_. . .

Ibid., p. 223.

131

° Gray, Scalacronica, p. 30l.
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of the former guardien of Scotland, wce killed as were the

132 The entire realm

Chemberlin eand larshel of Scotland.
of Scotland might, &t this time, have been brougnt under

the power of Englend once end for all had Edwara not been
occupied in frence. As it wvas, Scotlend was not able to
return to her forner eminence for muny years.

In Scotlend one element secemed elweys necessery to
keep thet lanu strong end prosperous. Thet wus a strong
leader without walch even the patriotic clergy were able to
do little. The Scots had received gooa leadership and souund
lews from both VWeallace and Bruce. But, when the leadersiip
wes not strongz, the good policies were often set at naught

end Scotland was plunged once more into the holocaust of

civil war and invesiorll.

132Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 22%.




IV. TiE LILITARY SIDE OF THE SCOTTILIH WARS

1. The Reising, Organization
and Equipment of The Englich Host

Edward I and his illustrious grandson were not &ble
to accomplish everything by stetecraft zlone. Great states-
men tnough they were they ultimately had to demonstrate good
qualities as military leaders. hat was true of the English
wes even more so for the Scots who, except for some aid from
the French were unable to command meaterial or moral support
from outsiae their own land.

Policy, diplomacy, and the other arts of stetesman-
ship were not enough to decide the issue. In almost every
case in the Scottish wars the arts of diplomacy was to be
implemented end had et last to rely on force of erms. UFor
a better uncerstanding of the subject with which we have to
deal, en enalysis of the arts of militery science i1n the two
countries mey perheps be revealing. The problems of recruit-
ing, supply, transport, discipline, strategy end tactics had
to be solvea and were common to botihh the Scots and tne Englisn.
How these problems were met end solved, how effective the
tactics were in the field, will be the subject of this chapter.

The methods of recruiting thne tnglish hosts wele many
&nd the variety of them often times confusing. The old
Stanaby, summons of the feudal host, had long since given way

as the sole means of raicsing an army, &lthough this method

116
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still furnished troops for the wers we have under discussione
Joan ilewitt, & respected writer on armor of the last centuiy,
has made an excellent analysis of the various methods the
Edwards used in recruiting their forces.
The feudal tenants were summoned to perfolm the
services on their fiefs. (2) The aged, the infirm
or females who had succeeded to the inheriteance of
knignhts fees, end tne clergy, were bound to send
substitutes, or pay such a sum of money acs might
be necessary to provide them. (3) lien were summon-
ed by writ from the various counties, to be at the
king's wages. fand (4) Troops were furnished by
contract with certain barons and knights, who en-
gaged to supply such numbers as might be detefmined,
to serve four a given time at so much per men.
An instrument dealing with the feudel levy appeared in 1g91l.
It consisted of an ovsder to Rovert de Stutewell to meet tne
king at Norham, "in order to perform his service to the king".
T he like to sixty-seven others.s
In the feudal type of levy the eerl kershal and earl
< onstable were the officers in charge. 4n example of this
T ype is snown in a document of 1295. The king ordered the
Liarshel of England with many others to "come with horses

&and erms tc go against John, King of Scotland.”3 The first

—

lJohn Hewitt, Ancient Armour and :iczpons in Europe,
X" rom the Iron Period of the Northern Netions to the End of
X he Seventeenth Century, (Oxford and London: John denry and
<J ames Parker, 185:c) II, 4.

2psteat Roll, Ed. I, III, 198.
3Close Roll, Ed. I, II, 501.
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and third method might be combined as shown in a document

found in Zain where the magnates of the realm were to join

the king's son to put cown the Scottish rebels who have in-
vaded Englend, he commends them to levy 10CO foot from
Northumberlend etc., to be at the king's wage. The total

number of men listed amounted to 29,400.4

The second method of recruiting, thet of forcing

the old and infirm and the churchmen to send substitutes

or meke peyments was much used. On July 14, 1237 the king
ordered Theabold de Verdun, in spite of the fact that ne
'waé infirm of boay and the death of his eldest son John,
to come, or lecking this, "the kKing recollects ... his
=econd son is eble and strong enough to supply nis brothers
]glace."s The heavy demanas the clergy had made upon its
Services is indicated in a document of the reign of Edward I.
*$If the king summon his army in time of war the prior and
<onvent chell not be bound to service therein for its proper
demesne knight fees."6 The instrument was no doubt intended
&s a reward for some service the convent performed for the
zing. On the other hand.the caerif'f o' Kent was reguiled
Lo order all the clergy of ais county to either periorm

Their service or pay their fines.’

4Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 9%6.
5

Close Rolls, Ed. I, III, 42.

6pstent Rolls, Ed. I, III, 604.

TLeng, dist. of Scot., I, 211.
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There were, in fact, occasions where the clergy
performed their obligetions in person. 4An insteance in
point was the battle of lyton in which $00 ecclesiastics
were sla,ughtered.8
The metihod most used was that of selecting soldiers
&t the king's wages. One example of this system is pre-
served in the Petent Rolls of 130l. In this document,
Richard de Harle and Richard de Immere {are appointed]
to select in the county of Suleys within liberties and
without 900 foot men, and to conduct them to bBerwick-
on-tweea, where the king proposes to be by midsummer,
so &S to have them there on a day hereafter to be
fixed to pgoceed thence, at the king's wages, against
the Scots. :
The men appointed to recruit the troops were called arrayers.
Their duties also included inspecting the troops to see no
T'raud was committed. Oune of these men, a “willizm de Papper-
worth, reported a soldier in guestion to be "an able-bodied
&nd sufiicient man anad [had] a barbed horse for the K.s
SScottish expedition."lo

The method of paying grect lords for bringing tneir

Xroops to thne host was &lso used a greet deal. An exumple

8Lang, iist. of Scot., I, 229.

9Patent Rolls, III, £93. The remainder of the docu-
Inent shows the apportionment of the men per county ana namwes
Tthe arrayers. For example the county of York was to provide
4,000 men with Jonn de Eyron and Robert Ughtred appointed as
arrayers. Northumberland had to provide 2,700 etc.

lOBain, Scottish Documents, II, 170. & barbed horse
Was one tnet had eitner protection of meil, quilting or some
Other form of protection.
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of this system was "Aymer de Velenceia" and his men who were
"to be payed of tne King's wage."ll Those nobles wnho were
hired on coatrect in tura recruilted their mercenaries on a
contrectile basis. This point will be discussed in connection
with tne pay of the troops. wheun the host was meade up largely
in the above manner tne kKing appointed his own mershels, usu-

ally two in number.lz

The king, as has been mentioned, did force a few men
into service by reasoan of crimes they had committed. One
insteance was the parden given to wWilliem Gerberge for murder,
"on condition that he straightway set fortih witn the king to
Stay on the king's cervice at his own expence for so long &as
the Scottish war lasts."1® Other types of troops ceme to
tne king of their own accord. OScme were very welcome, but
xnot all of tnese soldiers were dependable. On one occasion
xnen came from Holland, EBrabant, Flanders, Picardy and Gascony
Jgust for the joy of fighting.l4 Others cuame to improve their
Tortunes from any booty that might come thelr way.15 Soldiliers

were also hired from other countries from time to time. It

1lciose Rolls, Ed. I, IV, 200.

lgHewitt, Ancient Armour, II, 6.

19patent Rolls, Ed. I, III, 591.

1%401inshed, Chronicle of Scotland, IV, 343.

lsIdem.
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will be remembered that Zaward III used thne services of his
father-in-law, tie Ccunt of Heinault, in a campaign agalast
tne Scots.16 Troops from Ireland were in almost constant
use in the Scottisa wars.17 At times when the kings had no
money the towns were asked to pay for the troops they
furnished.18

vwhen the Znglish kings no longer depended on the
£ cusal levy, huge sums were needed, especially during the
period of &lmost continuous warfare of the Edwards. The
difficulties of obtelning grants of money from Perliament
itave already been discussed in the first chapter. The kiangs
do not seem to have walways abused the Parliament grant when
Tthey did geain the cooperation of that body. Essex was to
have coatributed a specified amount but had its portion
lightened because of & bad crop year.19 In all cases of
The grants to tne kiag the requests were nandled i a firm
but polite manner. In one case the king "reyuested the
Inayor, bailiffs, and commonelty of Lenne to forward the
Subsidy of 300 marks granted to tae king, for expenses of

<t he war ian Scotland.”zo In another instance the king thanlked

—

lGLanercost Chronicle, p. 257.

17patent Rolls, Ed. I, III, 583.

18Froissart, Chronicls, p. 20.

lgPatent Rolls, Ed. I, III, 589.

20pstent Rolls, Ed. II, I, 339.




1z2

"the archbishop of Canterbury anc the clersy o.e

for the speedy peyment of the tenth." This

courtesy out of the way, Edward II, "“asks them

to grant him & furtaer aid of 1l2d in the mark

on all spiritucl property to enatle him to carry

on his war in Scotland."”
This last reguest illustrates the poverty and elmost coantinual
need for money the Edwards experienced in prosecuting tneir
wars.

hrmies of 28,000 men seem small to us today in view

of the huze ianternational armies put in the fiela. But one
must remecnmier the reletive differeunces in population and
the difficulties of assembling a force in that day as compared
to this. In looking through the materials one fact does come
to light and that was the surpricsingliy complicated organi-
zation the Edwards used in their campaisns. lLioreover, the
troops received pay depending on their position within this
complex organization. Examples of the structure of the armies
end tne methods of pay are to be found in Eain's Scottish
Documents. liost of these instruments give only the pay of

a body of men and not that of the individusl csoldiere. 2 A

™

Petter table is supplied in Hewitt's work which at the came
time shows something of the ranking, the organizetion, and
the proportions of troops used in the English army of that

time. The muster shown was that used for the army Edward III

©libid., p. 341.

o
Z“Bain, Ccottich Documcnts, II, 316.
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took to Calais, but the raniks will be about the swume as thnose
used in Scotlaad.

The Prince of wales (per diem) 1 pound.

13 Earls, each 6s-8d.

44 Bsrons and Bannerets, 4s.

1,046 Knights Zs.

4,02% Esquires, Constables, Centeners end Leaders 1ls.

£,104 Vintenars, and archers on horsebacx 6d.

500 lobelors 6d.

15,480 archers on foot 3d.

514 lasons, carpenters, smitas, engineers, tent-mckers,

miners, armours, gunners, and artillers at 124, 10d,

6d, and 3d per day.

4,474 wnelsh oot 4dﬁger daye.

16,0C0 Lcriners 2d.”
Sone explanation needs to be made of the duties of some of
these girades ana their equipment. Altnsugh many of' the troops
&given are the same and do like wori in the armies of toaay
otners no longer exist. The Earls and Berouas were ofi'icers
dn thelr own rignt by virtue of the greeat lands they held.
‘The Bannerets might be Barons, or they might be simple
Iinights, who had by hard work and the accumulation of wealtn
&nd military skill zavanced to the Banneret renk. In such
a position they might have several knights attached to their
personal command. The number of knights differea but it
Seems that even so small a number as two knights and their
attendants were enough to supgport a Banner hence the name

IBanneret.24 The combinations of Bannerets could, and often

did, become quite confusing. In the case of the great

—

zsﬂewitt, ancient Aruour, II, 25.

©41pid., p. 10.
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Banneret, Aymer de Valence, one document mentions at least
two DBeannerets under him and there were undoubtedly more.

Each of these Bannerets, in turn, was entitled to the 4s a

25

aay paid to all men of that rank. The Indentures between

Amyer and his mean illustrate this point well. The instrument
stutes thet,

"Sir Thomas, lord or iZerkele ... chall remain in
tne said aymer's mennace with his banner znd 5
kKnights, drawing yearly both in peace and war in
England, Vcles, or Scotland 50 pounds and rotes
for his knights, besides diet at Aymer's table
for himself and them, 2 esquires to serve him,

4 esquires to serve his 4 knights, 3 vuallets «..
carrying the [goodg] of nimsell and his kaights;
and in war he shell have & bannerits pay 4s daily
and eacn of nis knignts, 2s, each armed esquire
with barbed horse 12d so thet he [Sir Thomeg
shall have 24 berbsd horses in all in said Aymer's
service ... tne horses [shall] be valued ... and
if lost at sea or elsewhere, Aymer shall pay the
velue ia 40 aays.”

A Cir karice was also of the benner of Aymer with his own

banner of 3 Xnigants and esyuires and 11 barbed horses.26
Below tne Bamnerets was tie knight bachelor or simple

knignht. Ile off'ered only his own services and thcse cf his

attendants, though there were times when a knight hed all

27

he could do to provide himself with horse and arms.”' The

esquire at this time was still ean apprentice to knighthood

°5Bain, Scottish Documcnts, II, 236.

26Idem.

27Hewitt, Ancient srmour, II, 9.
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and renkea next to the knizht. e was a werrior as fully
equipped &s his master and, indeed, 1f his eguipment was not
all that it chould be he lost in pay. Indications of this
practice appeer in Ecin with ¢ listing of esquires with barbed
end uncrmed horses. Tn2 esqguires with armed horses received
100s ezch, the esyuire witih the unarmed horse 605.29

The Constables were officers in charge of the cavalry,
the Centenors were in charge of one hundred men ana tne leaders,
of variocus groups.so The personal erms of the leaders varied
with the wealth of the man and with ths times. During the
reign of Edward I, Barbour still speaxs of bacinet and
hawb:r*ic:}:s,z’l the chein meil that covered the body.52 The
equipment listed for the armour of John de Britannia included
tissues, and silk laces for seme, ... 4 horses to carry
armour, leather for saddles, an iron bacinet. Also included
were sacks for cerryi.ig his cloths.35 There was constant
change in the egquipment described ebove during the 1eign of

the Edwards. The change is well described by iewitt.

b2 -r e ~ o . .

68wyntoun, Cnronicle, p. 452. "Thaine deyd two
Scottis sgwyeris. As thal wer governurd thaine archerys,
4lan boya and Jaone of'f Stryvelyn.!

ngain, Scotticsh Documents, II, £33.

3Oﬂewitt, sncient simour, II, &.

51Turn to Appendix C.

32 :
Barbour, ZEruce, p. 224.

Ay}
l
.

Dhn . . .
“Bain, Scottish Documents, II,
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"The knignts ... dissatisfied with their old panoply
of chain-mzil, searcaed in every direction for some
substitute; &nd ... accorded the preference to armour
of plate, in walch, towerd the clocse of the fourteenth
century, they became completely encased.”

The Hobelors were an interesting division in the
English army and used mucn against the Scots. They were
lignht cavelry and were tne only mouited force eble to Xeep
up with the rapid movement of the Scots. Their name was
derived from tneir small mounts celled hobbys from wihich
came the nume nobby horse.9° Their equipment was the gambeson
wnich was either a shirt of gquilted stuff or of mail, the
bacinet, wnd gloves of iron com.leted the defensive armor.36
In addition they probebly had a small shield, a light lance,
end sword.

The archers, auring the reign of Edward I, came
prominently into the picture. Edwerd had learned of their
deacly etility in the Velsh wars and they were ucsed increasing-
ly taroughout the Scottish campaign and the dundred Years war.
The bLest archers in Zngland came from forest areas. Tae

idea of mounted archers was anotner attempt of the Eaglish

. X 37 .
to establisn a fest moving force. From an old picture

34xlewitt, ancient Aramour, II, 3.

SSIpig., p. 17.

(e

®Ivig., p. 18.

()}

TIpid., p. 20.
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in Hewitt's work it appeers the eguipment of the archer, in
addition éo thelr major weapon, consicted of a hooded cosat
of mail, over whicu was worn a long sleeveless csurcoct,
belted «t tne waist. Their equipment wes completed with a
skull-cap of steel.38 The Welsh foot were spearmen. JThey
also carried shields, & short sword, ana were armed with
hauberks or shirts of mail.39 There appeers to have been
some cttempt at uniform as in the Baron's war against
Edward II. Here the followers of the Earons wore surcoats
of parted yellow and green with a bend of white pleced on
or around the coat.40 Later the English outfitted many of
their troops in white surcoats with a red cross on the
breast or with one on the shield.4l

The remaining personnel of the Enslish army were
cnarged with those occupations waich their names imply.
The miners were those wno dug under enemy fortificeations
and caused them to f'all awey. Gunners and artillers were
also in use during the time of Edward III. A document exists

in which Edward sent en order to the Tower of London for

%81pig., p. 18.
®91pid., p. 12.
4oGrafton, Chronicle, p. 31l3.

Aly, 4. Recinet, Le Costume Historigue, (Paris,
Librairie de Firmin Didot et Lie, 18&3), Tomb IV, Fig. 23.
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"suns and pellets."42 The ertillers were, anc nad ia the
past, been charszed with the more conveational siege eyuip-
ment of the wmiddle sages, waich will be discussed in the
third section of this chapter. Other types of personnel
incluaed cheplains, clerxs, esquires of tie housenold with-
out horses, vellets on foot, and messengers.43 Crossbowmen
were also used but they are not mentioned on the Roll at
Celeis because Enzlicshmen in thaet campeizn were not used in
thet cayacity.44 The importance Edward I placed on archers
is shown from tihz Xing's diviesion which accompanied him to
Scotland in 1229.45

The numbers of divicsions in the Enzlish host depended
upon its size. The smallest unit counsisted of twenty men
under the commend of a lecadger. The Centenars had charge of
100 men, walich groups were at last massed into divisions

of’ 1000 men.46 The armies of thuat day as they still do in

423am5ey, "Firearms in England", Zng. dist. Review,
Ed. R.L. Poble, v. 26, (1904), 666. Firearus were kaown in
England by 1l4th centurye.

4“)Bain, Scottisin Documsnte, II, 4l6.

44Hewitt, Ancient Armour, II, 2&C.

45Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 313. "This force
under the K in person, consicstea ot about €,300 men, entirely
oa foot except their officers, and a few lignt horsemen or
hobelors, they were all archers, except 20 crossbowmen, 20
masons and 20 miners; to eacin of winich two last compenlies a
lagemen or executioner was attacihed. A boay of 20 men was
attached to the Ks person."

46

Hewitt, Zacient sirmour, II, 8.




this moved to the call of a trumpet. rroissart gives an
excellent description of how the army was airected and formed
during Edward IIIs first Scottish campaigne.

"At the first sounding of the trumpets, the horses

welre to be saddled and reaqy, &t the second, every

one was to erm himself without delay, at the thisrd

to nicunt deir horses immedietely and join their

banneise®
Thics medievsl order of the dey continues with the com:iand,
that, "each one vcs to tuxe one loaf of bread with him, slung
behind him in the memner of hunters. All unnecessary arms,
harness, anc baggage were ordered to be left behind.“48 The
purpcse of tals order clearly demcnstrates the English efforts
to give greater mobility to their force.

The English camp lif'e appecrs not to have been un-
comf'ostable. The army lived in tents and pavilions. Huts
were used in places where the force was to stay for a longer
period &and were providea for the common troops and cemp fol-

49 . N .
lowers. Cooking for & large number of' men was done in
lead cauldrons. 4&n order of 1313 seat for "10 good leaden

S0

cauldrons to be used for the king's service." The caup

was often fortified with a wall of mud, trenches and palisades

47

Froissart, Chronicle, p. 21.

4BIdem.

49Idem.

©

OCcioce Rolls, Fd. II, I, 7.
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mace of woode The Inglish did not &lweys enjoy sucihl
comf'ort. r'roicsart mesntions one occacioda where the entire
aryy wae fowrced to lie on the btaniis of a river in their
ar.or and &t the same time hold thelr horses by the tridles
: . £

&s tnere wacs no pluce to tie themn.

Althouzgh the English Kings made some ettempt at
gquartering tneir armies on tne country, for the most part
they were forced to 1ely on a reguler supply of food from
England es 1s thes cace of modern armies. Verious officers
of' the kxing hed to reguisition or purvey food from their
respective districts. &t times the purveyence was in pluce
of a peyment ol money &nd &t other times wes in adaiticn to
such peyments. An excellent example of purveyance is the
mandete to John Wwoagn, the Jjusticiar of Ireland,

to purvey 3,000 quarters of whect, where of 2,000
are to be boulted flour clear of bran, safely pecked
in tuns, &and 1,C00 quarters are to be in pure dry
grein not ia tuans, 3,000 guarters of octs, 2,000
quarters ol crus.ied malt, S00 quarters of beans and
peas, 2C0 tuns ol new wine, 500 quarters of salt,
1C,C00 stocik-fisn ana 5 lasts of herring, for the
maintenance of the k%gg end his conrpeny mustering

at ZBerwick-on-Tweed.

with sucn preparation zs thils, transportation was

an ebsolute nececcsity. Tnis weas provided in two ways, by

!

51Pluscurden, Chronicle, II, 2CC.

Lo
~o

Froissert, Chronicle, p. 2l.

53Patent Rolles, IV, 58&t.
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land and by sea. Lost of the burden fell to the ships and
we cen see wny Sdward was so decsirous to secure the port of

R Y . e . .
erwvicie. Ships were requisitioned in much the same wey

tr

es &ll else thet weas needful for these cempeigns. Not only
were the vescsels used for transport, but also to supply a
navy. On lLaich 27 of 1301, Relph de Senduico was appointed
to expedite, "the senu.ng by midsummer to Lerwick-on-Tweed
of the ships whica tne king ordered to be pregpared against
the Scots."55 The l1list which followed began with the mayor
and aldermen of the city ol London, 2 silps wid contained
tne names of meny other seaport towns. It seews the English
navy nad no more appeel among the men of the 15th century
then it did with those of tue 17th. A& writ of aid was
directed to "sheriff's, tailiffs, minsters and all others
the king's lieges ... for Jonn Arnoid, zester of a king's
barge, té wnom the king has given power to impress mariﬂers
and other men to man the berge for a voyage to Scotlang."©®
The warships of tihe English nevy of this day carried
such equipment &s &arme, .~old, wex, timber and poles.57 The

armement consisted of "bombards, crossbowe, archers, springalds

54Sugxg, pe 1.

“Spatent Rolls, Ed. T, IV, 351.
56

Ibid., p. 352.

57Lanercost Chronicle, p. 109.
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end other eartillery." It wes such an English fleet thet
delivered the grend esseult on Perwicxk when Edwerd first
' v 4, cree 09

conguerea thet citye.

The land transport concisted not only of the beggaze
treiis waic. eccompanied the army but also supply trains.
An order was given to the sneriff of Northumbeirland "to

60 and

provice csafe escort end carriage for thecse sergeants
their conpeny, who are zgoing to Scotland with earms for the
K [in@ s castle."el The vehicles and means of conveyance
were, carrisges, wagons, weins [larze wagons), sumter horses,
and carriazges for engines.ez an order for trensport on York
tells us it took four horses to pull each cart and eight
ox=n to pull the wains.63 With suci transport the English
enjoyed soine degree of comf'ort and had endurwnce in the
field but it was not the type of equipment to stop the quick
foreys of the Scots as we have seen.

Such a mighty Iorce pacssing through the countryside

caused considereble camege in spite of the strict discipline

5aGrafton, Chrcnicle, p. 373. Turn to Appendix E.

59Pluscarden Chronicle, II, Il1l.

60 - . Tr b -
Oman, Ledieval Jerfare, p. 370. The sergeant is
the most usual term 1I'0ir tne norscemen of lower stetus than
tne knisht.

6lBain, Scottish Documents, II, 23c&.

2Ibid., p. 316

63 _
Close ifolls, Ed. II, I, 40.
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enjoined on the troops. Yet the king tried to make good the
damege his soldieirs ceucsed in such pleces eas Coldstream.64
Discipline had to te enforced on the troops from the time
recruiting and impressing began. Tae csecond son of Lord
Theabold as we heve seen ceaume to the host in plece of' hnis
dead trother. It was also true thet those who left their
lands to avoia service in Scotland were punisned with im-
prisonment. Williem de Wytyngham was so accused but he weas
acquitted.65

Cfficials were also guilty of questionable activity
in regard to recruiting. In one cacse the king demanded an
inquirj into "a charge against certain beiliffs and bedalls
of heving received money from the footmen of Nottin-ham at
Elyth eand elsewhere on their way to join the ermy of Scot-
land and permitting these men to return home.”66 In con-
nection with the ermy itself the king tried to restrain the
hot-headed charges of his notles which disorgeanized the

cavelry. In consequence of such disobedience, Adelimus de

64Bain, Scottich Documents, II, 170. Damage was done
to beasts, horses, carts, wegons and timber, wheat, bewns
malt, was &ll to be made up to the owner. Ibid., p. 1c&9.
Also commissions to ienry de Cobenem the younger enc John de
Northwade tc inquire into the county of Kent toucning excesses
end offenses committed by zrchers and other men on the way to
Scotland in the king's service.

65Patent Ro!lls, Ea. II, I, 3lc.

66Bain, Scottish Documents, II, 283.
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wheltone was summonec to ansver the king,
"Thaet wnereas Jonn Lovll, marsinal of the army of
Scotlend on icndey next after t. Jonn Eeptist
dey procleimed 1in the K[ing,.s neme, tast on pain
of fortiture, no one cshould ¢o betore the banner
of tae couwnstable and L.ershel, the saic Auelimus 67
presumed to do so (imprisonea &t the k [indgd s will)"

Cne amusing incident which occurred emonz the common
soldicry wes the charge lodged againct william of Ladelaue.
Three other soldiers accused him of',

"conceling a red horse, worth 10 marks whica they
found when plundering the K ﬁ.n{ﬂs enemys on & menor
in Scotland. illiem se&id if was €0 weak he could
not arive it away. (fined)."®

Cne of the ettendant factors in wars wes the truces
granted ana the treatment of prisoners. Too often in feudel
warfare the noblility were tireceted with come ceonsideration
when ceptured winiles tiie comauonalty were butchered like cattle.
An exemple of this occurred after the battle of aaledon nill
winen Zdward III ordered ell tne prisoners killed except some

of the nobles.69

adnotner example of the treatment wes tnat
of Dunbear discussed in chapter two. Thomas Seton son of
the captein of the town of Perth was not co fortunute as

otner well born persons. dward felt the senior Seton had

not upheld his part of a truce and had his son hung on the

69Pluscarden Caronicle, II, 202Z.
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gellows erected before the town with the unfortuncte mother

70 Terrible thouzh

ancd fatner witnessing tne execution.
these measures were they were the usucl procedure. The
cseverity ot werfere wes scmewhat mitigeted when the king
ettexpted to regein such of his men @s hed fellen into the
hands of tiae Ccots. &t the prayer of Lary, the wife of
williem fitz Warin and otier friencs or prisoners in both
Scotleund and Zaglend, the king empowered the tishop of Durhem
to negotiate tne exciacnge of pricsoners with the Scots "body

7 ‘ . . . R .
1 In 211 sucin functions acs the excnange of prisoners

for vody."
and the arrangement of truces, go-betweens were necessary. vwhen
in the fielu the Jjob of embassador generelly fell to thne
stenderd bearer and heralds.72
The organizztion and force of the English ermy was
unquestionably good. Their masses of heavy cavellry, though
at times flighty, were almost iavincible in the charge. The
newer weapon of tize bow, which was exploited by Edwerd I, gave
the English a tremendous advantage on the field over &1l
Duropeen armies for miny years. Yet smell poorly armed
Scotland was of'ten cble to give as good as she tcok. Some
of' tne reasons for tnis astonicsning ebility will be discussed

in the following section.

OIpig., p. 201.

1. . . . -
Bzin, Scottish Documents, II, 270

72
Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 197.




2. The Organization, Equipment and i.ovement of
The Scottish ilost

The Scottish metinods of recruitment end organizetion
were of necessity more crude thean those of the Englisn. It
will be remembered thot from the fall of Balliol until the
middle of thne 1reign of aoLert truce, Scotland was alsorgenized
and in fact not even united. As a result, the methods used
by the varicus Ccottish leaders were those whica they were
&éble to utilize most effectively. As was brought out in the
third chepter, the Scottish army under Belliol was raised
by the "Wapinscheaw" which demanded that all who were capable
of militery service were to meet at the call of their country.75
lovever, af'ter laerge perts of Ecotlaend had been occupied by
the English sucih @ method could no longer be ucsed.

£fter this time the raising of an army tecame a situ-
ation where the Scottisn leaders either eppeszled to or command-
ed the Lairds to do his service, as in the case of wallace,
who brougnt %all tne megnates of Ecotland under his coutrol
winether they would or no."74 Or as in oruce's case, assembling
all those wno were willing to support him unéil suc: a time

as he was able to bring tne mejority of Scotlend under his

T3Lanercost Chronicle, p. 12%.
T4P1yuscarden Chronicle, II, 118,
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sway.75. This system restea on the Ifeudel principles but 1t
was of a different type then that found in Englana. The
difference weas tesed on the clan system which had evolved
largely in the highlands but was found to a degree in the
lowlands &s well. The system increased greetly during the
12th &na 1loth century &nd wes based on tne Celtic tribal
system.76 King Pavid, in 1124, did introduce the English
f'eudal principle of that time to Scotland. :owever, it wes
more the recstraining inf'luerice of a central authority on the
Lairds than the principles of the more centralized authority
found in EZnglend on tae eve of thie Scotticsh '.-‘--"ars.77 In other
vwords, there was an Englicsh feuaal systex superimgosed upon
thne clen system rut not altering thet csystem except in the
case of tne relations of tne magnates to the Scottish kinge.

The clen system differed from English feudalism in
that mewmbers of a clan were ell relcted ana belonged tc one
faemily wnhich descended from an "actual or mytnicel ancester."78
The Laird was the father of the clan and the clansmen were

79

his cnildren. Hence if the Laird declared for one or the

-——

7581121‘%, Pe 6O,

76Uhpublished informction concerning the Scottish
dress of the 1l4th century was supplied to me upon my request
throu,n thne kinduess of the Litche.l Libraiy of Glesgow,
Scotlend.

"MLeng, ilist. of Zcot., I, 132.

78 . . e .- , )
George F. Collie, iHizhlcud Dress, (London: Penguin
Books, 1343), p. 1l.

"9Ipig., p. 12.
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otner ol tne Scotticsh leaders the entire clan supported his
choice since what waes a quarrel to one was a guarrel to all.
Such a situztion also was reflected in the deadly clan feuds
of Scotland.ao

In some ways the sycstem of raicing an ermy was mucih
simpler in Scotlend than in England. The nationzl leader
provided he enjoyed the support of the Laird, had only to give
notice to tnese clan leuuers. Eacn Leird then raised nis clan
by the olu Celtic method of senaing the "Firey Cross red with
the blood of a sacrificed goet" tarocugh the land.81

The holders by knigant service, a rether tenuous
condition during the war until Eruce came to power, comprised
tne feudel chivelry. These men were bound to bring to the
host a certein number of men-et-zrms. Tae Scottisn cailvelry
then supplied the cavalry in full defensive armor.82 The
equipment was much like tuat of the English. Meny of these
men had also been great lords in England as well as Scottish

lords. Next in ranit were the cihiefs of the clans who were

of'ten knights themselves and so contributed to the ceavalry

L

83

strength. The Scots also possessed a lerge force of lignt

cavelry comperable to the rdobelors of the English, mounted

80i0linched, Chronicle, V, 24.

8 B
lLang, dist, of Scot., I, 218.

821vig., p. 153.

83
Hlolinsneu, Chronicle, V, %4.
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on geldings and hal;neys.84 Next ceme the mass of men fit to
bear arms. To this class belonged the Scottish pikemen and
the arc'ﬁers.85 The Scots also had men who understood kedievel
artillery principles because they used such engines as the
sprinzelds in their sieges.86

The eguipment of the commonalty of Scotland was quite
varied. Besides the national arms they had, &s we have
learneda in chepterthree, English arms and later guite a few
arms were brought over from France.< '

The netive equipment consisted of a spear, the targe,
or chield, and the dirk.58 Bows and arrows were also used
but they were not, apperently, egual to the Englicsin long bow
Judging firom the results of battles. According to information
received from the Mitchell Library in Glasgow, the bow end
arrow was used only in the initial assault by the nighlenders

€9 The Scots also usea hand

ef'ter wailech it wes thrown aweye.
axes with which Grefton claims they "gave ... muny sore and

cruell strokes."go The body armor cocnsisted of leather

84Elizabeth Fencell, fource Book of Fnslish listory,
New York, the kackillion Co. 1900), p. 92.

85

Lang, dist. of Scot., I, 1%Z4.

8GPluscardenChronicle. II, 214.

87Fordun, Chronicle, II, 371.

88ﬂolinsheu, Canronicle, V, 24. The airk was a large

dagzer. 49
““Unpublisned informetion from the kitchell Library,
Glasgow, Scotlende

@]
“OGrafton, Chronicle, 376



140
pilches made of buck skins end an iron or csteel bacinet. ot
The highlender completec his equipment with a kilt walch was
élso used uUy come of the lowlenders. Tuhne nearer to the Znglish
border tine Scot 1lived, the nore closely his dress resembled
that of his Southern foe. %

In the days of Robert Eruce, more elaborate equipment
was orderea for tiae host, probably in part as the result of
more knglish materical farling into Scottisa hanus.93 In the
order of 1318 Eruce attempted to use the feudal formula of
the Englicsh. fHe ordered thet flor purposes of defense, tiose
people wiio neld land worth from 40s to 100s were to have a
bow and arrows, a dagger and a knife. Every person whose
substance iacluded the possession of a cow siaould have a
spear, or a good bow and sheath with 24 &arrows and a hand-
axe. This class, no doubt, continued to use the simple body
armor described above. The owner of chnattels to the value
of 40 marxs was to have a horse, an habergeon or sleeveless
coat of mail, & chaplet, an iron skull cap without visor,

a sword, and a knife or dagger.94

9liolinshed, Chronicle, V, 440.
92Uhpublished information from the witchell Litrery,
Glasgow, Scotland.

955,
upra, pe. 69

%4Charles Rogers, Socisl Life ia Scotlund, (Edinburgh:
Gramyion Club, 1824) II, 278.
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For the still more affluent, it was ordered thot
every lavmen wio had 10 pouads in goods should have a sui-
ficient acton (a padded and guilted coat walch protected, not
only the breast but the lower part of the body as well); a
bascinet or lignt unvisored helmet; gloves of plate; & spear
and a sword. The acton ana bascinet might, however, Le re-
placed by an habergeon and "a hat of iron".95 The Scottisn
army also seemed to have a definite uniform. The soldiers
woire a walte surcoat to wiilch was affixed the cross of Ct.
Andrews.96

The soldier of Scotland seems to have received no
sucn stipulated waze as nis English opponent but weat to
the wars at his owa cost.97 Bruce, it will be remembered,
had insicsted on suci a practice in his order that all on
their way to join the Ocottish host must live at their own
charge. The most reward the Scot received, other than the
privilege of fignting for uis country, was the ricia booty
he captured.98

The Scottisin Army, otiaer than the clans' warsiors,

had an orgenization much like that of England. The two chief

95I_.ouis Barbe, In Byways of Scottisn nistory,
(Glasgow: Blackie, 1912) p. 267.

96

dolinshed, Chronicle, V, 24.

9TL1uscarden Chronicle, II, 119.

98L&ng, tist. of Ecot., I, 1i4.
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leaders of the army weire the Constable and Earl Harshal.gg
These offices were hersditery but, as we neve already seen
in the Scotticsh wars, the leadership evolved upon waoever
could raise a sufficient force to dispute the English. The
smallest unit in the army was one of five men, one of whom
was appointed leader not unlike our squad today. Tne next
division was one of ten. The leaders and men from the lowest
to thehighest had to obey their superior or be summarily put
to death. The next largsst unit was 25 then £0, 100, 500,
1,000 and so on depending on the size of the host.loo
The Scottich army also moved to the sound of trumpets
and pipes. Froissart tells that during EZdward's first cem-
palgn ageinst the Scots the army xept the English awake at
night, "with sucn a blastiug and noise with theilr horns,
that it seemed as if all the great devils from hell had
coma there."lOl The bugpipe was used at this time and pipers
were found on botn siaes of the Scottisih border. Tals instru-
ment was soon, however, to become more closely assocliated
with Scotland. Every clan chief had his own pipers which
functioned regularly at clen gatnerings. As early as 1352

0ld records stzte that a sum of forty shillings was paid to

99Lang, Hist. of Scot., I, 1%54.

lOOPluscarden Chronicle, II, 118,

1015 0issert, Chronicle, p. 22.
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sy . 102 , o o el . —
the king's pipers. The standard of the leesuer as well &s
the pipes aud trumpet was uced &s a signaling device. Eiuce
used to displey his ctandard iun order to assemble his troogps
. \ . Lo . 1C3
af'ter they became scattered over the battlefield.
It is Luown thet the Scots lived off of the laand of
their enemy to a consiaerable extent. what other f'ood the
army had wae cerried with them. Facn soldier supplied him-
celf with mecl which wees made up into cekes. 4£lso, in case
no foou couid te obtailuned in a country through whica they
were pacssingz, the Scots cerriea with them & food consicsting
" . o .- . 104 _
of "butter, cheece, meal, milk and vineger. The army &te
no meat except whet they captured. This meat was eaten only
partially cooked because it was believed the juices from the
4 . 105 . )
meaet were very unourisninge. The army &also took great jory
, , . 106 . s
in a strong ale mace of barley. This liking for strong
drink got tne OScottisn ermy into difficulty on such fields

as Duplin Loor.107

lOzThe Feople's Friend, (Dundee, John Leng & Co. Ltd.
Vay 2, 19%1) p. 1. The pipes of that time had only two small
drones. Tne bass drone was not introduced wutil the 186th
century and yet a picture of the iiller from "The Canterbury
Teles" shows him pleying pipes whicn had what looks to be one
bass drone. <Cociel England, Ed. :d.D. Trail & J.S. kenn,
(London: Cassell & Co. Ltd., 1902) I1I, 291.

103Bar

bour, Eruce, p. Z5.

104. . . . .
fdolinsnhed, Chronicle, V, 23.

lO7Pluscarden Chroniele, II, 199.
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The .rogress ol the Scottisa nocst was not impeded &s

the Engiisn were with heavy geor and lumbering wegons. &

excellent cescription of the unhampered wovsment ol the

Scottisn wrwy 1c revecled in the words of Froiscsart.

"Tiesc Ccotticen wen ere right hardr end core traveil-
ing in nernese anc in vars.  rFowe waien they wilil eater
into England, within & aegry end a nizght they will drive
tnelir waole nost 24 wiles f'or they wie &ll a-norscbceocels
without it be the trancals ence lagoers ol the aoct, whno
follow ef'ter efoct. Tae lnights wiud squires are ell
noused and the common pocople auu otuers on little
hekneys end geilailags, cnu they celrry witih them no carts
nor cnariots fov tae diversitles of the mountelns that
tiaey must pass ia the country of Nortihmmberlana."+vV©

During Edwerd III's first Scotticsn expedition Frcisseait tells
us,

"{The Scots were to the numbers of four thcasend
men-olf'-arme, lnignte enda squires mouwnted on good
horsecs ana other tinen thousend men ol war welre
arred aif'ter thelr guice right hardy ena f'ierce,
mounted on little hackneys. Tie vinlch were never
tied or kept ot hand."ilo
A glimpse into tihe Scottich com: and the menner 1l vwhich they

plreyarec their food is elso given by the &ll seein; Froissart,

"They teize with them no purveyance of bread nor wine,
for thelr ncege ana coberness is such in time of wvar,
tanat tneyr will pess in journing & grect long time on
flesh sodden, without btrecd, cad drin: of ths river
water without wine, end tasy neether cere for pots

nor pans, r'or ther seetiie the beaste in thelr own citius.
They ere evel csure to find plenty of teasts in the
country that they will Jascs throucsh. Thecrefore taey
carry with thein none otner urveyence but cn taelr

-

horses between ceddle cund the penei they truss a

o

lcaKendall, £00.1_of Sources, =

logldem.
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broad plete of metal and benlud tne saddle they
will have a little sack full ol oatmeal to the
entent that whea they have eaten of the flesh,
then they ley this plate on the fire aid temper
a little of tine oatmeel: ena wnen the plete 1is
not, taey cest of the thin peste thereon, and so
maile & little ceke in the menner of a crackrall
or biscuit anad tugt they ect to comfort withel
thelir stomacks."l 0

When thne English occupied a Scottish camp from wiicn the
latter hed retreeated they found,

"Three hundred calcrons mace oi' leather wiith the

hair on tne outsicve wiiich were huiag on the fires

full of meat. There were elso upwards of a thousand
spits witn mest on them prepared for roesting also

more then 10,000 pai{i old worn-out sitioes, made of
.Jaressed leatner."

In this ceamp the Scots had been living in ciude huts.llz

This was not always t.e case nowever, for tne Pluscerden
Chronicler has one of the guardians oi Tcotland receiving
the envoys of Lnglead ian golden robes ana sitting in a

golden tent.113

From tne third chepter we lmow how Viellace disciplined

his army. In addition to these methods there existed the rule

whereby a soldier, if' found in the field without his flint and

tinder box, was severely whipped.ll4 The man who cold or

1107, 0.

lllFroissart, Charonicle, p. 23.
11271pi4., p. 22.
11%p1uscarden Cihronicle, II, 196,

ll4nolinshed, Chionicle, V, 24.
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mortgeged his equipment was cut from nis company and banished

115 The punishment for a men fleeing f'rom the

as &n exile.
battlefield was very harsh. The guillty men wes executed
wnerever he was f'ound without judgement end all his goods

118 1t pight be pointed out

were confiscaeted to the prince.
thet ncobles ao not seem to have come wider this harsh regu-
lztion. Comyn, fo1 example, wezs not so punished vhen he
left wallece on the fiela of Felkirx.

It seeuws from the evicence that this last menticned
punisnment was little necued wiat witn the vying emong the
nobility to leead the ven. If & captein got into dirficulty
tnrough too much display of nis valor nis bend would rush
to his &id and attempt to help nim out or die in the attempt.
It was deemed a great shame to outlive the leader.ll7

as far as the treatment of prisoners and truces are
concerned, what was true of the Zn:lish was jenerally true
of the fLcots. The Lenercost Chronicler mezintains that when
the Ccots captured and destroyed the fortress of Leddel they

118

also executed many of the people within it. The Scots

also seem to have had a aislixe for churchmen fighting on

1151pid., p. 24.
116Idem.

ll7riolinshed, Chronicle, V, 24.

118
Lanercost Chronicle, p. 330.
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the cside of the opposition. This despite the f'act that theilr
own clergy were up to their ears in the war. In one instence,
Frecer, one of the Scottish leaders, guesticned en English
priest nis men had taken ceptive.

"Now art thou found here with out &lb and with out

amice, In hwuverl of iron which is not tuae nabit

for clergy of aoly church."1l
The Englicsn priest was then put to deéath.

Enough has been szid in the foregoing section to snow
thet while the English had the more abundant and necessary
materiel, the Scots equipment, such &s it was, was more in
keeping with the rough country in which most of the war was
waged. 4Alcso the Scottish system of supply anda thelr equip-
ment of light harness enabled them to far outdistance theilr
formicable rival and to get in lightning-like strolkes when

conditions permitted.
3. The Warfare for the Strongholds

At the time of his first conquecst of Scotland, Zdward
had made a beginning on nhis chain of fortresses which aimed
at the complete subjugation of Scotland. The warfare that
took plece in and around the grim walls of these castles
fuinisned much of the material fou the Chroniclers of those
wars. wnen compaied to the almost continuous fignting of

this nature the English expeditions into Scotland ana the

llgLangtoft, Chionicle, II, 345.
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Scotticsh forays into England became mere interluces in the
bitter strugzle.

Time end experience taugat the Inglish kxings that
only fiirst cless garrisons eznd fortiriceaeticns stood & chance
against tne Scots, once the Inglish army returned home. &S
it wes, the Engslicsh held most sucha strong places. Thnis be-
ing the case, it might be well to take a look at thelr con-
structicn, equipment end personnel.

In each oI the successive campeizns into Scotland
attempts were made to build cestles so stron. ly that the
Scots could not pull them down. The care Edwerd I exercised
in the fortificetions of Perth was a case in point. IHe
ordered the walls to be built very strongly of stone and
mortar and to strengthen the wells he ordered towers and
gates to Le erected of a sultacle height and strength.lgo
Within the fortress many of the buildings were constructed
of wood.l‘gl Other measures instituted to help protect the
fortress and the garrison within are illustrated by the work
performed on the cestle at Newcestle-on-Tyne. On the walls

122

of' the fortress twigs were bound. The twigs were freshly

lzoPluscarden Caronicle, II, 213.

lzlA. Ballard, "Cestle Guard," Epnglisn Hist. Review,
Vol. 25 (1910), p. 713.

lZJBain, Ccottish Documents, II, 261.
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cut from the forest and were green. Perheps the idea was to
use them as a cushion ggainct tne shock of stones catapulted
against the walls &s well as to prevent bullaings froam cetch-
ing fire from the incendlary attacks of the enemye.
From accounts of tne same cuctle, we elco lcearn that
targets vere made to neng ¢t embrasures outside the wall for

123 Tp

tine protection ci tihe soldiers. ee trunks end otner

heavy objects were hung arouncé the walls with the intent of

\ . . . . 124

dropping them on any enemy who came wider tnose wells.
Within the fortress we find macaines for stretching

[>X 5
155 Ineide the

croserove, end a hend mill for grinding corn.
valls was elso found the ermament. This inciuded crossbows,
1,000 eartihern pots tc cast lime, stones foir the belestae
ana to put out fires, & bucket for water.lg6 The account
also mentions a springald mocnufactured witnin the castle.
Ve know from tuae listing of supplies t.at the engine was
. - . . 127
mzde of wocod, iron, tin, brass, lard, string and canvise
Pernaps now ics as good a time as any to examine the
medievel artillery wihich both the Znglisn end Scots usede

The springeld was a large crossbow mounted on a frame with

dem. For picture turn to Appendix 2.
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128 1y discharced huge

theels like the field pieces of todaye.
. o \ . . . 129 .. ..
quarrels which had iron heads and iron feataers. Within
. o . 130 _
a castle these machines were mounted on platforms and were
probably capable of being turned and fired in any direction.
Eetween the springalds and the crossbow was a class of weapons
known es arblasts. This instrument could be hanaled Ly one
man and tookx its neme from tile mechanism necessary to opercte
the powertful bcw.lal The arblast came in two sizes. The
arblzst, "de tour", shot bolts of two feet in length and the
_ , . ; 132
small arblast ucsed one foot bolt.
The balestee was a casting engine which, in this case,
threw stones. The Scots used a similer enzine to fire bteack
. - , 1. i 1t 133
the boay of & squire whom they had teken end killed.
These casting engines operated by the means of a couanterpoise.
This could be & beazm, a ctone, or the counterpoise could be

34 g

o . 1 , .
supplied Ly men pulling on ropes. here were a v&st numver

of these machines with a bewildering veariety of nenes but

128 ewitt, Ancient Armour, I, 353. 4 good illustration
of this machine can be found in Trails Social Inzlend, 248.

lngain, oScottisn Documonts, II, 261.
lBOIuem.

Hewitt, sncient Armour, I, 326.

132, . i . S
Pein, Scottish Documents, II, 5lt.

LA
léoWyntoun, Chronicle, II, 434.

134Hewitt, bncient srmour, I, 34&.
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genere:ly they operzted on the above principel.

From a list of personnel given for Edinburgh castle
we are able to tell sometniig atout the mekeup of the garri-
son. It consisted of & cunsteble; 18 knignts, with their
sguires, grooms, auac horses; two Ca.melite friars; the engi-
neer and nils boy; a sheriff endy his two clerks; the almoner;
pentrywes, cook @iud boys. Tne list continues with the baker

enu nis boy; 2 brewers; a toy keeping the swine; the niller;

L
-

the cooper; the granary man &ana the harper.lo5 Incliuded cn
the roster is the ever important office ol watchnmun; two
carpenters; £ smitas, two malsters,

"two carters, & water carrier, a sea coul carrier,

a herdsmen, the bowyer end his boy, Geoffrey the

messen.er, &lias the marshal una his shoer, a

candle meker, 1o crossbowmen" and 60 arcners.136
The total numbter of men-at-arms was 67, tne number of the
garrison incluaing archers, hobelors and otuers amounted
to %47 people.137 All in &ll a diversifiied and almost self-
sufficient community. Cr course not &ll castles were so
strongly held as Zdainburgh but the list does give a pilcture
of" the personne’l witiuin these stiuctures.

It ﬁas the Scots who, for the most pert, besieged

tne custles ana the IEngliish who defended them. The Scots

155Eain, ccottish Documonte, II, 2&9.
1361.em.
137IQeQ.
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appear to have nad as muca “nowledge as the Znglish in the
art of siegecraf't but oif'ten leclkied the eguipment necessary
I'or such an enaeavor.138

The account of the sieze of Czriisle by the Ccots
whici the Lenercost Caronicle describes illustrates the
ingenuity uced to reduce castles in the liudle 4ges. The
first operetion involved vburning ell the crops in the sur-
rouncing area to meke it more diff'icult for thcse besieged
in Cerlisle. Next came & grend assault with the Ccots
attackiang all three gates of tne city end their machines
casting missiles against the wealls. The Englisn witnin put
up a vigorous def'ense and answered with "volleys ol darts
arrows and stOues."159 The deflenders accomplished tnis witn
the help of eight engines in the city consisting of springelas
and casting enginés. The Ccots were foicea to draw off end
mcke extencive preparations.

Severel days peassed in whicn the IEnglisa could cnly
watch, prepere, and wait.l4o This time the Scots struck in
great force and with almost every device known to medieval

wartere. During the night a Iousce of Scotes approwccned tine

158There are more accounts ol the Scots taxing
fortresses bty subterfuge than by csieze operctions.
Pluscaiden Cnronicle, p. 220.

logLanercost Chronicle, p. 213.

1407p54., p. 215,
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moat under the protection or mantlets (shields mounted on
wneels aud pusned before the men). The attackers then
eattewpted to f£ill up the moat with "great numbers of fascines
of corn &nd hervege ... SO they might pass over drysnod."l4l
In the early cdawn cauwe men swarming up to the wall with
ladders. A sow, a huge moveable protective shield armed with
a sharp instrument with whicn to undermine walls, was pusihed
up against one of the walls only to be destroyed by a huge
stone dropped from above. The Scots continued the assault
by moving a hu;se wooden tower toward one of tne walls but
the men of Cerlisle had not been asleep and had bullt yet
a higher tower. The attacking force in tais instance was
not even avle to come to zZrips with tnose on the wall as
tnelr heavy tower sank into the earth and could not be moveu.
In anotner guarter tne besiegers attempted to bridge the moat
with a log coantrivance mounted upon waeels. This bridge was
pulled by mean. The fighting lasted for the better pact of
tihie day with severe losses on tae part of tie Scots wio were
at last bpeaten off and were forced to retreat.l42

During similar sieges the Inglish were not always
forced to sit in their strongholds but at t.imes wele able

to issue out aand drive the besieging forces away. On one

l4lIdem.

1421455., p. 214,
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suc:l occasion, Sir Thomas Girey was aot only able to save his
castle but assisted a knizht ia geining fems. The Scottish
forces were engaged 1. besieging Gray's charge at Norhamn.
here was among the zZnglisn xnizntes in the cestle a Villianm
Marion wno was uuader vow to maike famous a helm presented to
him ty his lady. In the words of Gray, or rather his trans-
lator, "william richly arreyed as &l glittering in gold,

1143 issued from the castle witn

and wering his laays preseat’
the Znglisn force. .

"Then sayd Thomas Grey to Marion, "Syr xnight, ye

be come nither to fame your helmet. Lount up on

yoi horse, and ryde lyke a valiant man ©To your

[enbmies_] even here «t nand, and I rorsake God

it I rescue not they body diade. or a lyue, or

I myself wye dye for it. il
Sir Lariea beilng a veliant man clapgped his spurs to his horse
and charsea into the midst of tne Scots. ihat Gray nad done
was to zet the enthusiestlic lLiarian to create a diversion
aimons tie Ccots long cnoucszh for ain to maxe an effective
caarge upon the enemy force. The Ccots were thrown back
before tihne shock of the attack anu Sir lerian was rescued,
now f'eiaous, if @ tit the wouise for wear.

The tedious method of readucing a iortress, sucin &s

the Scots attempted to use at Cairlisle, was not the metnod

they pref'erred. Belng limited in both men and supplies

14 rey, Scalacronica, p. 291,

14

">
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dem.
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they attempted and did telie muny castles by artifice. Cne
such cperation was successfully executed by william Douglas
against the stroncnold et Zdinbturgh.

For this expsdition he obtained the scrvices of a
clever sailor by the neme of Wwilliem Eullock. It was to be
his tacsk to pose as an English merciant sent to sell food
and wine to the Znzlisin garrison. The coastable of Edinburgh
f'ell for this tit of triciery and gave orders to nis men to
let the merchant and nls goods enter when he returnea in the
mornins. This is just what the Scots wanted. IZaerly in the
morning the main force uncer Douglas hid in the ruins of an
abbey at the foot of the eminence upon waica Edinburgh
castle was situated. DBullock then ciimbed up to the castle
with a striang of pack animals and other men posing &s his
helpers. The gate was duly opened to the supposed English
Lerchunt. At once his helpers began to unload the merchan-
dise in the gateway. The English within quickly understood
what was going on bLut were unavle to close the gate because
the merchandise held the gate open and Eullock and hls fellows
defended the position. They were able to hold off the Englisn
until Douglacs arrived wita his force and captureu tne castle.145
The English were rcther slow to lewrn this trick and had it

played on them meny times to thelr sorrow.

145Pluscarden Chronicle, II, 220.
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In this castle warfare the Scots under both ‘Vellace
aind bruce sougnt to cut off communications between the enemy
strengholds end the homeland. 2By so doing the Scottish
leaders were avle to bring the wnole of thnelr siender re-
sources to bear eagainst one castle &t & time and taereby
reauce it. wnen tne castles were under the stroanz nand of
Edward I this was not easily done but under the troucled

reign of his son the Scottish strategy worked to periection.
4,  Tnhe Field Tactics of the Scotticsa war

As the Scottish vars progressed new and improved
methoas of fighting were introduced. So long as either
contestant in the wars (1) continued to change wita the
times and (2) did not vinlate certain bzsic principles, &ll
welt recsonebly well for the side whno adhered to these two
rules of conauct. iiowever, as we shall ses, the Znglish soon
found their way to disaster when during the reign of Eaward II
tihe southern fo.ces returied to the old concept ol the ciharge
of tne heavy cavalry unsupported by arciers.

The Scots on the other hand were too often guiity
of having too few arcners ana no cavelry support for them
or for their infantry. Of the muny battles waged, I have
picked Falkirk and Eennockbura as examplss of ahow the two
sides had to conduct themselves if they were to win. In the

battle of Falkirk tne success went to the znglish, not only
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because of the brilliant generelship of Edward I, but also
btecause of tne hard lucxk of vwallace. The same tning mey be
- said of the defeat of Edward II in his alsacsterous engage-
ment with Robeit Bruce at Bannockburn.

The majority of' the battles we read &bout in the
history textbooks give little or no idea of tne color, the
sound, and the hand-to-hand contest with whicn we in this
present uay heve only tie bayonet charge to c ompare. Instead
we nave tine buare scientific facts showing wiere this general
made nis error and thet leader performed a brilliant maneuver,
The human element, the excitement and danser of the battle,
is &ll but lost. One gets the inpression from reading these
anzlyses that the losing captain must have been a complete
dullard not to have seen what was plainly before him. From
tne occasicnal glimpses that can ke gotten from the chronicles,
it can be seen that battles were not fought in tae perfect
quiet and with the calm delibereti.n of a chnecker gane.

From the sources dealing with the Scottish wers, I
wlll attempt to show what a medieval battle might have been
like before plunging into another cold analysic.

The medieval host must have been a very colorful
sight. Barbour describes in some detail the Inglish force
opposed to Zruce in one of his many battles. He speaks of

the brigintly colored surcoats, the coats of arms, and the
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colorful housings of tne chargers. As tne inglish host
approacned in serried ranks, Eruce's men could see the
proud penanons waving on lofty lances, ths sun Ilashing on
the ermor, tascinets, ana helms of the acvencing men-at-arms.l46
Wilth the call of the trumpets the first raniis arranged them-
cselves into & formution in preparation to charge the Scots.
Aseln as the call of the trumpets rang out the troops raised
thelir saields, lowered their lances and with heads bent and
cspears streisnht rode closely togetier azgainst the oncoming

147 . . - . .
Scotece. "The shock was so mignty and fierce that many were

wl48

ruan thnrougn and bereft of life. "Cnce the charge had

been made the leance was cast aside and thne contest was carried
onwita the sword.”l49 The battle hazd been joined and the
confiict was continued with "trumpets blarinsg, shields
clashing, errows flylng ... wowldea men yelling and troops
shouting, " amid, "sundered armour, broken heads and many
layed low on the field."1E0 sych was the medievel battle
carried on amid the color and violcnce of that distant agee
Keeping this background of the battle in mind, some-

thing of the difficulties encountered by the commanders may

146Barbour, Lruce, p. 224.

1471p34., p. 118
148p,,.
149,

120
Lanercost Chronicle, p. 341l.

dun, Caronicle, II, 327.

witt, aAncient Afrmour, I, 307.
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be eppreciated. Tne causes and effects of Falkirk have been
discussed so there will te no need to dwell on that aspect
of the engegement. ‘e also know of the demorslizing conditions
within the Scottish host about which the chroniclers of that
country maintain VWallace lmew notaing. The effects of tais
concition will shortly be seen upon the Scottish fortunes
at Faelkirk.

Edwerd had seen all but a few of his garrisons ex-
pelled from Scotland by the energy of his clever foe. The
Englisn kingz, <o soon &s he had gained sufficient support
at home, went atl oace to wors to recruit nis forces for
Scotlana. The welsh made heavy contributions to Ldward's
army with over 14,200 men.151 Additional men, 1,000 eaéh

152

from Chester end Lancaster, are also listed. Contingents

were sent f{rom York, Westmoreland, Cumberland and Northumber-
land but the numbers of these latter groups are not available.155
These figures do not reveal the actual number of mounted
warriors. ©Some indication can be gathered from the Scottish
campalzn of 1299. At this time twelve Earls and one hundred

and four Durons and knizhts were called to the king's service.154

151pstent Rolls, Zé. I, III, 241.

1521hid., p. 342.
193¢10ce Rolls, Ed. I, IV, 19%.
1%41pi4., p. zos.



160
The men under a particular notle, or "standerd", varied and
only a very roush estimete of the number of armored horsemen
cen be attempted. Perhaps there were 4C0O to 500 men of the
heavy ceavelrye The total number of thies force probueably
reacned within the neizsnborhood of 22,000 men. Edward en-
countered some little difficulty and delay in his advance
because of some East Lothien castles threatened his army in

Ty e

ishop Becik was cetachea to neutralize these
1

the rear.

(¢}

5

stron:holds. hdditionul difficulty ceme from lack of
supgplies and tane fact that tne devastated country side could
provide no food. In all this time Ecward hed not been zble
to come to grips with the mcin body of the enemy. ide was
almost determined to retreat to Edinburgh when word reached
. - : nd et Fallip, 156

him tne Ccots could be found &t Felliirke.

Wallace nad, when he heard of the ZInglish advance,
immediately orgenized to defend himself agcinst the enemy
. » P c o . . oyt s 157
on the field of Falkirk nzar the edge of Selkirk forest.
Azain, as &t Stirling bridze, he picked a river to furnish
tne main deflensive line of tae Scots anua renmoved the bridse

across it. To prevent a airect frontal attack on the pert

of the English force, vwzllace pglaced sherpened stakes in

155 P b T e o
Tout, Hist. of Inzleng, III, 213.

(o

l56Idem.

197 eng, liist. of Scotland, I, 186.
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fords opposite his position, probably below the water level
so they could not te seen. here the water was not deep
. . ; . o8

enougil, he dredged the river.

No accurate estimcte cen be made of the army wallace
assemtled at Falkirk. Leangtoft says, "the people of Gelloway
end the uercnes came to the Scottish host, eacih with a spear

159 . . . o
The arcuers of Zttrick forest were &lso

160 .,

in his fist."
added to the strength of tnhe Scots. eat lords in the
army 1uralened cavalry including the Comyns and Stewart as
well as ikacduff of Fife.lel Oman believed there were less
than 20,000 men in the Scottish host, and of that number
, 162
less then 100 cavalry.
Lanztoft, describes the arrangements of both the

Scots end Englisia welle. Of the Scots he writes,

"In their venguard, back was placed egainst back

and point of luance on polnt, in squaarons so serriei63

Lile castles in [d) plein surrounded wita [a] well.
The formation was called & schiltron, the mechanics of which
are described by Cuman:

The front ranis knelt with their spear butts fixed
in tae earth; the rear ranks levelled taeir lances

15851 ipg darry, vallace, p. 298. Lang calls darry s

river a peat vog. Lang, aist. of Scot., I, 1&6.

159 anctort, Chronicle, I, 315.
160rung, dist. of Scot., I, 186.

l6lBlind idarry, dgllace, p. 300,

le2 ) ;
Omzn, art of wWar, p. 567.

165;

angtoft, Chronicle, II, 313.



over their comrazues heads; the thick set grove

of 12 f'oot spears wasjgir too dense for the

cavalry to peneticte.™
The Lcottisn horse was stetioned to the rear of the formetion,
thelr job veing to protect tie arc.ers, who filled up the
geps Letween thne sciiiltrons, &gainst the cnarging heavy

| =g
165 mhe combinztion anu organization

cavalry of tile Lnglish.
was made necessaly under the new conditiones of' battle created
by the Englicsh lonz bowman &s we shall see.

The beattle was begua by the charge of the Inglish
neavy cavaliy. Kinz Edward, "shouts to his birons, 'Let
us advance in Goa's nemel" "Then earls and bairons spur their

wl66

steeds; He who can run quickest goes iato the battle.

®

The Scottish venzuord of the schiltrons witinstood
tne first shocit well and could perhaps have exheusted the
English hed it not been for tahe acticns of the Scottish

horse.167

As soon as the battle was jolieu, the Ccumyns with
their following r'led the r'ield and lef't the arcihers to tiae
mercy of the ILnglish cavalry. Wwellace, caugat up in the rush

e : ) . . . s . 68
of' the horse, was also forced tc flee i.ato Se ltirk iorest.l

:
1640000, Art of tir, p. 567.

16574,

168 angtoft, Chronicle, II, Z1t.
167".#yntoun, Chronicle, II, 34u.
168 0raun, Chronicle, II, 323.

-—_ts oD
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Edward had leerned the use of archners from the welsh in his
campalgn egainst that people. At Falkirk a well balunced
acticn between cavelry and arcrhers now took place.

In the meeantime inthcny of Lecl, Eishop of Durnam,
witn [obert Eruce who waes that gy fighting with the Znglisn,
. i o . o C e 169
forded the river cnd attecized the Scots in the reer. The
Scottish writers feel thct this, lus tne flight or their
horse, caused tire Scote to locse the day. The attacik on the
rear ci’ the Lorthern force was undouttedly e factor tut by
110 means the most importent.

Eaward now pulled bacik his cuvelry «f'ter the Scottisa
grciers had been destroyed anu sent his own wvowmen forward
without feer of Ccottien fisre. Thne English archers thinned

e . ! c C e s 170
out the ranks of the brave Scots in their scniltrons.
Finelly Edward sent his cavelry charging through the geaps
CL L : v« . 171
in the ranks and routed wnuat vas left of the Scottish army.

Ian thils engegement the English lost only one men of
note, Erian de Jae, a Templer, who followed the Scots too far
- 5 I 9 - - - . .o 172 m
ahead of nis fellows ana was slein in a slough. The Scots

lost meny men on thet fatal field inclucing John Stewert and

l691dem.

170Oman, Art of .er, 567.

l7lLang, dist. of Scote, I, 1E7.
172

Fordun, Chronicle, II, 323.
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Lacduff of Fif'e though probcbly not the EC,CC0 sugzestea in
the Leznercost Chronicle.l73

Uncoubtedly Edwerd won this victory as the result of
his very reel ebility. Yet it 1is elweys a grect tempteation
to &dd the great If. Ginat would have heppened If, for exemple,
wallace's cavelry had stood fast. 1o one of coulse con ansvier
sucih a Question. dowever, by stuuying a bettle fought under
somewiet similar circumstences it is possitle to learn what
might have happened.

The Eattle of Eeamnockburn has been meny times dis-
cucsed S0 by purpose nere will te to tell what na.penca in
tihie tattle eaia to point out the cifferences on boti sices
between PFalkirk end Eannocl-:burn.l74 The constable of Stirling
castle had, during the reign of Ldaward II, been besieged in
his ciiarze bty the Scots. EIEdward of cource at this time wes
pireoccupied with the troutles wiich were to at last put a
period to his unhappy reisgne.

Teking edventage of the precicament of tne Southern
kingz, zruce was evca then pryinz the fingers of Znglend from
its last nold on Scotland. Stirling was one of the few strong-
holds worth the mention still held by the Znylish. The sieze

was pressea nard but Stirlinz evidently was & herd nut to

l75Lan§;§ost Chronicle, p. 168,

174Refer to appenaix Ce
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crack teceucse the Scots agreed to a truce wherckty the cestle
P . . : o - o 175

woula be surrendered to them if not relieved by June 24.
The Ecote imew if "Stirling were lost, &ll of Scotleand would

S O 4 &'
be lost" to tiie Ln.oslishe
when Edwald recelveld the intellizence of Stirling
he &t once begen to gether his host tut met with meny diffi-

culties. iejor Etecke, in writing of the subject of Lennock-

turn foi the Complete Pecerc-e believes that Lawal'd took with

him an effective ini'antry of cnly 7,0C0 foot. de beses tinis
idea on the lcteness of tue summons, tine numver of' men who
would not ccme, &nu the numbers oif' tnose wno were injured

both on the wcy to join the host wuad in its advance on bruce

177

at Stirling. For cavelry Ldvard was forced to depend on

his household troops, friends, enu fewily, a group oi not

. : . g
more taen £00 heavy” cavalry.l7

179 180

Both Tout end Becke poirnt out the poor condition

the Inglish must have been in when they arrived near the

175Tout, dict. of ing., III, 23,

1701hi4., p. 2:9.

177Major AF. Pecke, "The Battle of Bannocliburn",
(eppendix H), The Complete Peerage. G.E. Cokayne, Complste
Peerupe of Inglenc, fcotlirnu, Iiselanu, Greet rrit. cug Ine
United ilingdom, Extinet, or vornment. (hew La. Revisea and
Ecitea by the .on. Vicaiy Gibus, 1%10-1949, 13 vols.)
London, The &£t. Catasiine Press.

173,
Idem.

17970ut, sist. of Znz., III, 260.

& .
1 Oﬁeck, fennocitburi, pe 15
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Bennockburn. IZdward was forced to move repidly to meet the
deadline for relieviig the cestle. e had only assemkled

181 Beciiz

the erioy on Juune 10 &t Wierite oints out the Znsiish

host had to foice merch over poor dusty roades in full herness
in tiae heat of summer.laz

No very accurate estimcte cin be made of the Scottisi
forces btut it must ncve been less then thet of tae nglisile
£s Eeclkte poluts ocut bruce e£till had much aiseffection with
vinich to ccontend in Scotlenu and thet some Scots went so r'ar
s to have mewmberes of their femily figanting on both sices
Just to plar safe.186 The fcots were organized into four
compinlies end drilled in these formeticns. All clancsmen who
came 1in lete were aneld ia a reserve so as to have only treined

8 .
4 Of thece formeticne three mucst

. . . 1
men in the formaticns.
nave been crganizeu e sciniltrons and the fourth was the
horsec. Larbour cells them "battles" and does not mention

cavelry as suca althougn the Scots were izown to heve had

sucn & force.lus Loreover, neither Cir Edward Gray whose

18l1aep,

1821piga,, p. 14.

18371biq., p. 12.

1847onn Ba arbour, The =ruce, ed. .elter R. Lkeat,
(Edinbursh & London, printed for the society by williem
Bleclkweod ana sons, LLDCCCXCIV) I, 2é€l.

1€570ut, Hict. of Englend, I1I, 260.
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father weas captured taere:,!‘86 nor the Lenerccst Chronlcler
mentiocn wmore then three sciailtrons.

The fcottisn king mede his dispositions very much
the sume as .&llace had ordered his aost et rellirk. Rovert
organized the force withiin the Thorwood near Stirling castle
so &s to meke a charge difricult fou tiie Lnglish cavaliye
From a chart bzsed upon onc bty Leciie we cean cee tine positions

taken by Eruce and his men. One of these formctions must

have been his cavalry. ~s &t Ialkirk, holes were dug near

tne entrence to the perx of Ztirling to trep the Znglicsn
. 127
norse.

The Znolish ermy begen erriving, probatly about mid-
day. The ven moved lorward glong the road to feel out the
Scottisn positions. It wes at this time thut Robert Eruce
pert'ormed his famous exploit of btraining the rully cimed
e e T . o e 188
kniznt Sir idenry de cohun wvaen he attacked Eruces

viille tne in,lish van nad moved forwzrd, Cilifiord
cnd Sir Thomes Grey with 300 men crossea lower aown the
Bennockburn very mucn &s anthony of bBeci had done &t relltirke
This foice attempted to go eround the Scottish recr and
contact Stirling castle. Tuls movemunt was frustreted by

thne schiltron of the Zarl of lorey who moved to intercept

3
1 6G';3, ccelacronica, p. 289

ld?n arbour, Iru I, 282, Turn to Appendix Ce

-—_—

1881pic., p. 2o99.



168

Clifford.189 Liow would heve been an excellent time Iror tne
uce of horse archers but the Znglisn epparently dia not have
them in the host. Clifford was checkew ana &ll the Englicsh
could do wae to circle the schiltron very much &s tne Americeaun
Indiens aid in eattacking a wegon train. The velor of E&ir
Thonas Grer wes questiocned with the result thet he drove nis
norse ggeinct the forest of pikes whicn Xilled his mount and
cauced nis capture.lgo

The remainder of the English force, not meking cny
heaawey, now fell beck on the muin tody which had declined
the preparea pocsitions of the Scots and had moved across
the Eannockburn and took up a position ncer z waterlogged
carse.lgl The dey was far spent when the Inglisn settled
dovin in thelr uncomfortavle querters for en unessy nigite

Grey cayes in the morning Eruce came early and moved

192 A glance

close to the Znglish cemp thus forcing a battle.

&t the mep will suow the precarious position in which the
glisn cavelry ana foot were pleced. To the right of them

they heaa the Forth and to the left the curcse over waicha the

footing was aoubtful. Thus the ground for mancuvering was

dangerously smell.

Q ~ .
lS“Gray, ccclecironice, pe 289

lgOIdem.

191rout, Zist. of Eno., III, S€l.

192 i
Gray, Ccealacronica, p. 2&9.
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Nothing seems to have been in order in the Zng..ish
camp. Certeinly every rule precticea by Edward I wes broken.
The English alcners were sent out to neet the Scottish archers

193 No Englieh cavalry was

Wno ncd btegun a harassinz fire.
cent to protect the Englisii arciners and waile they succeeded
in dispersing the Scottisn archers they in thcir turn were
driven off the fileld by a quick cherge of the Scottish

194

horse who had not left the field as =t ralkirke.

The flact thet the three schiltrons continueda their

195 must have rattled tahe English still more. No

advance
atterpt was made to get thelr arcners into woixking order

agein nor did the Enclish horse go efter the Scottish cavelry
as tney snould have done. Such an operction woula have ellowed
the arcners to egain take the field end thin down the schil-
trons, agaln as ot Felkirk. Incstead, the impetuous Tngz.ish
knignts witnout tne restraining hend of & strorn; leeder

196 sycn

deshed mecdly ezainst the deanse cluwmp of speers.
activity did nothing but pile up dead and wounded horses and
men cnd impeuea the cttecis for those who followed. The

Scottisn cavalry fcr once had functioned as it should. If

199Lanercost Caronicle, p. 207.
194146n,
19515
Ideu.
1901pig., p. zca.
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they did not protect their own crciers, the force at least

diepersed those of the eneny.

Eruce's well treined schiltreons

continued to advence two ctreest with the third in close

support, &ll Keeping their formetione end cutting through

the disorderec Znglisin as they pressed fourwarde.

of the most competent Englisnh commanders,

198

197 now ocne

the earl of

Gloucester, was killed. With his fell a generel rout

took place in which meny died trying to cross the Bannockburn.

199

In this sorry retreet were killed Sir John Comyn, Sir Pagon

de Typtoft, Sir Edmund de rorley and meny other leaders of

note.zoo

Edward was forced to flee to Dunber with the Scots

pusningzg him &ll the way.zol Thus did the English pay for

breaiting almost every rule of werfare they had so peinfully

learned in the long «nd bitter struggle.
the other hand, distinguished himeelf &s

iul commender. Once he saw his prepared

Aotert Bruce, on
a briilient &nd resource-

pocsitions were to do

him no good, he forced the English te fight et a time end

place where the adventeges were for the most part with the

1971p1g., p. 207,

1981pi4., p. 208,

—

1994
20

20l1pig., p. 209.

Fordun, Chronicle, II, %39.

OLanercost Chronicle, p. 203.
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Scots. As Fordun writes, "r'rom tinet day forward, the Wnaole

202

land cf Scotland, ... cverflowea with boundless wealthe

ZO‘?’Fo;r'dun, Cahronicle, 1I, 340. The bouncless weelth

—_—t T e

Fordun speeks of came frem the many snglish ransomsSe



CCNCLUSICH

From the weny f'ezctors which enckled the Scots to
rewein free, one emerges cbove &ll others. Thils factor was
the will of tiie common people, kept elive and nourisued by
the clergy, to lkeep Scotlanu a free ena en indepenaent
country. without this element ell the brilliznt leaaers
end tactics vioula hzve been merely of passing interest.

The will to be free cecme about and hardened in the heat

of' battle. Thnis force arising frowm the peosple proved strong
eaougn to suctein itself until worthy leaders appeared to
lead Scotlend to victory if not to long periocs of prosperity
and peece.

Other factors involved in the Scottisa wers included
the ebility of the Scottish leaders to meet policy with
policy and subterfuge with subteriuge until they were able
to win even come degree of support from whit had been one
of Englend's strongest zllies, the Fope.

The astonishing militery ebility of thne Scots stemmed
not only from eble comzeanders end herdy soldiers but clso
from wise uce of availesble resources and eyuipment. Among
this equipment the military heiness of the Scots was well
suited and adapted tc the terrain, their swif't movewment,
and the nit aaa run policy of the Scottish leaders. lierein

was one of tae principal f'cilures of the IEnglish, elthough

172
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they did ettewpt to incieace the mobility of their forces.

When ell is said and done, England's best opportunity
wes to unite, not dominete Lcotlana under ﬁdward I. His own
imperious chearecter end unfortunete choice of edministretors
was to set his wisest policies &t nausht. It 1s doubtful if
ever &caln there was such an oppertunity to unite the two
lancs eas thet during the first Edward's reign. &fter that
time the spirit of the Scottich netion herdened into a
thirst for freedom. Lo zmount of power that England brougiht
against Scotlend was eble to sheke that spirit.

Peraups the long, uneasy times of these two countries
point a f'inger to the present dey and our own uneasy times.
Scotland end Eansland were not to end taneir strife until a
leadership could be establisned tact was acceptable and
ccmuwon to both, in thet case a king, perhaps in ours a

Uiiited Neticnse
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BIBLIOGRAP.IICAL NOTE

Libraries

The libraries ucsed in both the survey and the actual
preparetion of this paper were, those of the University of
Caicago, tne University of Lichigen, lLichigan Steate, and
the Newberry Library of Caicago. Wwhile all of tinese Libraries
have collections of documents, the set containing the Patent

and Close Kolls at liichigan Stete was most helpful.

Dccuneiits

Of all the source matericl dealing with the Scottish
Wars of the Idwards, the most revealing and accurate materials
are found in the docum=nts of tne period. Considersble time
was spent in the search for and use of these documents. The

h

task was made easier because of the extensive collection
contalned in the liichigan State College Library. This in-

cludes an almost complete set of the Patent and Close lolls

publisnhed by the British fecord Office for this periode. The

Patent Rolls have been pubtlished thnrousn the reign of IZdward

ITI. Thne documents were sent out as open letters of the
Englisin kKing with the great seal pendant and deal with a
vast multitude of subjects such &s military summons, domestic
relations, inneriteance, supply, safe coaducts and many otaer

aspects of the life of the time. The Closec Rolls date from

177
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1204. They are much like The Pctent Rolls in that they also

contain copiess of the king's letters, in this case primerily
letters of instruction.

Tne Close Rolls were sealed letters, scent to individu-

als and, as a rule, of less public interest than the Fatent
Bolls. These voluwaes contain a vust mine of unexplored infor-
mation. Unfortundtely the indexes, while helpful, are not
always accurate. The best way to use these books is to ¢go
over them pege by page in the period in wialch research is
being conductea.

Another collection of documents which provea to be

of great assictunce was the Calendar of Documente Relating

to Scotland, eaited bty Joseph Baine. The boox is filled

with documents conceruing the Scottish Wars of the Edwards

and is an excellent piece of woske. The Rotuli Pgrlismentorun

were consilted in connection with the trials of the Despensers

as well as the punishment given to the Scottisin Nobility.

Chronicles of Scotland

Ancther source of materials dealing with the Liddle
Azes 1s the curonicle. Walle not always as dependable &s
the documents they still preserve much of the color and
flavor of a bygone daye

The greact dearth of trustwortny contemporary source

material exists in tnis period of Scottisa distorye. wost of
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the chroniclers either lived during the reign of Edward III
or after the cloce of the Scottish Vers. Perhaps one of the
oldest writingss which cane dowa to us is the worik of Joan
Berbour. Reference to the full bibliography will indicate,
that taree different editicns of Burbour were used. The
worx translated by George Eyre Todd, while not a complete
text was vealuable. The editions edaited by valter R. Sxeat,
supplied much detail pertaining to the background of The
Eruce in tne notes and introduction. A more complete edition
of' the text was used wulci covers the entire period of Bruce.

John Earbour was born sgbout 1320 so that ne wes a
contemporary for most of the great events and drew from eye
witnesses of the period. In some cases nis chronology was
defective. These discrepancies can be checxed with the
documents and more trustworthy primary and secondary woIxkS.
Both Wyntoun and Fordun depended on Barbour and as they were
almost contemporary with him they cover much of the same period.

The worlt on Wallace by Blind ilarry has been much
criticized as teing untrustworthy. Yet by correctinzg his
chronology as in Berbour, Elind Harry is found to agree not
only with other Scottisa Chroniclers but with the English
as well. Elind darry, or Henry the Linstrel, as he was also
called, statea he based his work on en earlier one written

by one, Jonn Blair, wno was sailud to have been chaplain to



Wallace. Ir this 1is true, as secms possible, it would mak
of Elind iarry en excelleut scurce as well as the only one
whica deals in detail witn tae life of the Scottish Hero.

The Eooix of Tlusczrden proved to be very valuable

for its detailed descriptions of legal questions wanlica arose
during the periocd aad for details of military tactics. This
WOoIrk was not pubiished until the twentieth century ana it is
assumed the chronicle was written by laurice Buchanan and is
contemporary only from 138C. Despite tnis fact it checks
wvell with eerly sources as well as with documcnts found in

tne Petent Rolls. lioreover, mucin of the work is based on

an early one by John Zower, which was not availaule to me.

The Orysynele Cronykil of Scotland by Wyntoun is in

a class with Zurbour and wees writtea about the same time.
dyntoun's worll is recommendeid by Tout, Skene, and Lenge.

Todd, the editor of Wellace, spealis of the "indubitable
evidence of yntoun." Another cnronicler of the same period
is Fordun. He begen his wors about 1385 but was &t this time
alrezay pest the ege of 30. e was thus to most of the period
a contemporaly and had access to people and documents wnich
went back much farther than his own life. Fordun's work was
taken over by Bower, abbtot of Inchcelin. The good sbbot weas
contemporary with the later portion of the Scottish Wars and
not only put Fordun's work in order but wrote several passages

himself.



Holinshed's Chronicle of "nzlanu, Scctland and Ire-

land was very velueble in the preparation of this paper

especially volume five. This 1s z translation of the work

of idector Loece, a Scot, wno lived shortly &fter the Scottish
wars of the Edwerds. iiolinshed's work seems to be reliable,
indeed he tells of the great pains he toocit to present his
matericl accurctely. In reality, volume five is a Scotticsh
Chronicie by Zoece. ilector Doece is particularly good for

the excellent descriytions of life in Scotland and its islands
tef'oire, during, eand after the Scottish vwers cof the Edwards.

Lord :luiles, Annels of Scotlandg thouzh old, are still in most

cases accurcte. e elso quotes from ccatemporary documents

that I was unastle to obtain from other sources.
Chronicles of England

In muking use of the Lngzlicsh Chroniclers we are on
more solid ground. In elmost every instance, the matericl
is tnat of a contemporery and in regard to Ccalacrcnica, a
work of & men who rougsht in the Scottish wars.

The Chnronicle of John Eardyng is not contemporeary

nor is he altogether reliable for the period coverea cy this
paper. .lowever, some ci' the detziles ne supplied could be

obtained from no other source. The Chronicle cf Lenercost

was oi great value, thouch not alwars fair to the Scots.
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1&
It is &always contemporery and csticlkis more to nistory than
does the usual monastic worx which dwells &t great length
on Seint's lives, miracles and such. Loreover, Lwunercost
mon&astery was located on the border ana was often a scene of
action during the Scottish Wars. In more than one case the
monxs wrote of wnat they saw with theilr own eyes.

The Chronicle of Pierre de Lenstoft also illustrates

this point of view, &ll the Znglisn did was right eand &ll
the Ccots did was in concert with the devil. liowever, for
detall Langtoft is alimmost as good as Froissart. Sir John

Froissart and nhis Chronicles of In~land, Trance, Spain and

the Low Countries have received the highest praise from

Hewitt who csays, ®Among tae Chroniclers of this time - of
&ll time - Froissart stands foremost." In no one cuse did
I find &« more &accurate, readsvle or colorful chronicle than
taat of Froissart.

Sir Thomas Grey who wrote Scalzcronica while beiug

held a pricsoner of the Scots gives excellent eye witness
accounts concerning wact botn his father and he saw. Grey
perhaps dwells too mucia on the exploits of his father but
his descriptions of such battles as Eannockburn are good as

they are given from one who was &t the scene. The Chronicle

of Florence of Viorcester, though excellent for bacliground

matericl on the Scottish Vears, 1s not helpful bteyond the
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1
time of the decilsion rendered in favor of Lalliocl for here
the writiin. ends. Luch cen be learned sbout Edward I's
doubtful claims from this Chronicle, which relutes to causes

of the were.

Books and Tublicetions

Seconuary books of grect assicstaince were Tout's

A Politicel History of Enzland 121€6-1377 end Lang's A Hicstory

of Scotlend from the Roman Occupation. ot only was Tout
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phases of medievel warfere. Iucn of this informution is
quoted &t length directly from docum:ints or basea upon con-
temporary monuments of the iiiddle Ages. Sir Charles Cman
supplies mucn information on the technigues of battles.

In a study, such as this, great assistance can tbe
had from aiticles analunpublished materiel. Ixamples of this

were Major Becke's description of the Battle of ZIZunnoclkbuin
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found in The Complete Peerage. a great decl oi informution

and csound matericl wes found in The Enslish dicstorical Review,

The liltchell Librery of Glasgow Scotland and The Peoples

Fricaa ol Dundee were most nelprul in furaishing informetion

com,.iled anu composed Ly them from sources not evailalble in

tnis countrye.
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