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It is the purg1aose of this thesis to set forth

a five year plan for the werentgc and construction

equipment which will

nrovide, on a limited budget, an adequately equip-

ped stage for the small high school.

£IRST: An examination of stage facilities in

small high schools in L F
.

were sent to schools located in towns of pOpulation

from two thousand to five tousand. Thirteen res-

FOI‘ISC‘S ‘3'81'0 1°“Cu i‘fC‘C o

SNCUHD: Indication of a typical high school

on. This situation is an exuression of theH
-

situt

information gained th1omu3;h the dunestiensires and

will re1>resnt th besi 0 conditions of the plan.

The elements included are: the stage itself, the

ecuipncnt on the state , and the budget for the

purchase of cauioze1t.
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Anione who has observed a lfi??3 nunber of second-
I ‘3

arv school 631*;tic produetions X has surveyed the

field of lite:atui'e on the subject 01 sca““0r1twill

, ‘Yy- n J—,- —, fl ‘ ”In '-- . t a. . rl“ .

reconnize that a eroele- exists in this area. L118

but e”fBCBlVSlV even under the nest sevete hcn1icads.

Cateless, lna“t13tlc, or inanprov iate settings are

eXcused in nigh school draretic areluctions where eoor

acting and d rectin: would be ccx1fmmu13d. The reasons
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atics may be lac: of t”ainin3 on the part of the di-

work. he inist"vtors are often re luct~nc to sugport
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no pe11~ncnt va me to be ierived. :he unde ”‘1ins pur-

pose of this thes s is two-fold--to present to adminis-

tiators conciete ev1uence that i:

—Xpend1tur s; and secondlv, to iurnisn for the high

1311;chases and constrzww
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school practical wlans for construction and use of

einipment.

If improvenent can be meme in the technical phase

high school productions, the whole Lrennt1c present-

eti01s will gain accordinfily. The visual cloncnt is en

inwortnht nert of any play. flhe stage picture combines

with the other e enents of drama to or ate the Whole

Xperience of theatre. it is nossio e to have acting

on even good drama without the visual element, but it
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Stage design is part and perccl of the total

efiort of inteia1etihu script, en into3rel isct01 in

overcom1in€ the r-sistcnce of an audience t'1 dramatic

ut des1:n is as necesserv for Staging the accented

nesternieces of the east as for rlnrs that are assumed

to DO me1sterpieces of the present.‘

The best of actors and 1irectors are at time de-

,

pendent upon scene to help estno1ish mood, place, and

.1-°‘- .1. ,- .‘m ‘ 1,.‘ n .. 1 4.- .._.1.,._ . -

inc, DO eS31st 11 bdilcing Lrexnt1c cggnes1s, end even

(
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0 help in portraying chararc“€:r. Qhe audience receives

1. , .1. .- ,r
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impression of place reg rdless of whatU
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the scanic artiSt does. his iob is to see that Mist

irraressien is the "ii-ht one, the one that will, through

tne Serse of Sight, heighten the drama of the spoke

word. hr. Simonson points out that the playwright has

come tr depend more and yore uqon setting to do the

work he formerly had to do entirel" with words. *Uc-

cesionelly a designer, toe ifiid to look modern plat-

wrighting in the ere an: face the censetuences, afiects

an attitude of humilitjr, asserts that scenery is purely

a background, to be forgotten five minutes after the

curtain is up. but ,itwuriév(S tOdLEV, borednfifill such

self-erreceneno, are COHtlHLCllY asking the set’ing to

This dedendence uyon stage setting does not mean

c
f

that see:ery neeis to be elaborate. i is not com-

olicated or difficult sets that are needed, but the

high school theetre demands, as does any theetre, pro—

fessional or aneteur, sets that are e7roooriet ,, art-

istic, and crunutGolly effective.

Schools are losing, when they negle t stagecreft,
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ment tue cu01cc of celor ior ropes rust be giverneo

.r :- ‘ ," 4- -, . - . 5- "‘ ‘,~ (1 ‘ v ‘ ' I“\’.“ ‘ C‘ - 'fl' ‘ ’

egulu of he gr1201ole oi the bee and Judo useiul for

.1.“ -. . 4-1- ° “.1. .. --1...V.4_ -~.‘_ _‘._ .- _ .1... 1 ‘

Luis liog_gr EFJC illioli,. 3A, 32/L-S Lusii tii: elur,c" b0 tulis

. 'J""’ I "F “ P‘a'nl‘ 4“'l l ‘ ‘ ’3‘ .‘ ‘ ’ '0 I“ “

is end L&:M grcfl seat can be octcizc in cotton ileuucl.

Lesisn: The drapes will be most sim‘ able and
[
—
1
0

,
J

adaptable if made sections about 813 feet Wlde

JhiCll can we burg to form a solid curtain or used in

various conbinations with flats and set pieces. Twelve

such pieces will make a ‘ood cyclorene. Tue length 01

1,‘ ‘ ' ,1 ‘3 .1- ‘ .1. u L, ° . 4. '3 4‘1- . .

de droges lo Letermined by one seisdt 01 Due grosccn-

o -__ . a q J- ' O “.‘ -,- .0. ’r‘ ’ 43-. ‘ “ .L s. 4 _1 0 ~_

Jul opening. 810. due Sim-w .L-.’.33 .L “0,; we RU.LL--_t0lllh.lo

of 15 feet, lrejes 15 'eet long can be masked out set-

.: . r- O —.-. - _ u‘ --_ .‘ ' _r14“ 0 q 4- ( -_. Q A ’1‘ h

is actorily lor one uOSL LllllCdlu seats in Lost uny

euditoriun. In JQdi i n to the evolve six foot striis,

t”o borders for the purlcse of nesting tie teps of the

drapes will be needei. Tiese borders should be 54

feet wile and 5 feet deep. fixtra pieces, called

eet a incLe" bv 3 feet 0 inches will

fill in the space Jelow tLe window when they are usel

h the druoes



Itemized
IV . J‘- "‘ 1’ A . 1-

Lle o. Lpterials.
 

500 yards 36 inch cotton flannel U n.

52 :aris 2 inch cotton webbing ..05

El dozen 5/8 inch grongets - .07

800 feet tie cord ; (.50 hundred feet

15 5A5.00

.60
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e
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needles, pins, threal, etc. .50

“£1.10 .57

Directions:
  

’1

[
.
_
.
]
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——~. n
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‘ snirts

l.

0
t-J.

Dix foot sections (Lake 8)

}
-
J

L
9

L
3

6
%

:
_
‘
l 1

OCut four f nlannel 15} feet long..\'ID

"- ~~ - an .a-L‘

seen those togetner.

Cut strip of webbing 6 feet lo 3-

BY making b0: pleats hold in fullness

ton of drape to length of webbing.

{
‘
0

stitch webbing to top of drape along

CZlCh 05.730 or TIB‘D’D i118.

Insert grommets eight inches anart thron

c ‘er of‘mnermbbing.

Cut 28 lengths 5 icet b inches long.

Linish in same manner as 6 foot strips.

(Lake 3)

Cut two lengths 5 fest 8 inches long.

Cut webbing 3 feet 2 inches long.

finish in same manner as 6 foot strips.



  
D003 12; 3 ELIE): nft<= r dr51have been provided

for a pleasing back3round and for concea1i13 "beck-

stage,” the next thing 8 dirM0 r lenands is the means

for the actors to make entrances an? exits. The door

frame units will eatiii* this need. whey may be used

he curtain cyclerana and later will be adaptedC
i
:

Wit 11

c
t

0 use with flats for a box set. A triangular 'ack

18 attached by loose pin hinges to either siie of the

or susport. A sand ba3 or other weight isI
_
_
J
.

*
"
3

cas n3

lfiid on tie base of tLis triangle to make the unit

stand quite solidly.

Itenized list of :aterials for 3 Door Irene Units:
~———-—-—‘ _—
  

107 board feet White pine C #85 thous an {30.10l

 

56 linecr feat door stop ; 9.08 1.18

7 yards unbleached muslin 36 inch 3 g.15 1.05

5 paid 6 inch strap hinges J 3.2 .75

1 dozen ang e irons a ..56 .56

3 pair door knobs-; m.d0 1.20

1 dosen loose pin beck flap hin3es u {1.00 1.00

hails ( 4 :1nd 6 penny and clout) .lO

{Jeremy’s (”.8 3/4 inch) -- _.§_O_

-l_.88

1Tb pricesequoted are an estimate based 1pcn a com-

parison of curreent prices and those of a few years

a3o. In atte9t has been made to give nrices that

seen r; resinative of nornal times. Of course,

there will be price variatifins in diffks rent

localities.

The amounts of materials are stated separately for

each type of unit to be built in order to snow

the cost of tiat p rtiCtler niece of eduuount.

Obviouslv sei.e sating can be made b; buying in

larger quantit e
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§§::);;ngl;;_lg;fiflgz The border lifihts and iootlijhts

serve tn; burnose of gener11 lighting for the stexe,

but a means 01 Specific lightint is e necessitr for

effzcbive sta in: Cr th limited budpct Speciiied

'the ce1ou1"b oi‘zgoryr* nvcwilgm‘ e for‘ urcl1315e cu? lijjrtingg

euuljn11t voulo no 0 verv 1er in bu"in snot li¢nts

with enses. n very inexpensive and quite setisfactory

substioute l tne Le1leCLor-JMOt bulb uc1u1cctureu by

the estinu1ou Jlectric Compalv,. It is obtainable

. rt,

I 1 . r

_L 11:3

be narrowed bv t11e '01oer r:lnc: louvre

the front of the bulb. Lowever, “his

er".fr' the ljxfirt fror1iflte'bulb.

Color 1ed11 such as gelutine nd

be pl ced over tne end of the louvre.

the lane and the louvre, there should

swivel socket ahicn vill allow ior

the ngle of the light. The lamps me

regular border or a pecial bra kct May

attaching to any batten. Us ed from

or wings the the nurpose f
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nble at this point in the plan: the drapes combined_

with dedoes and uoor ene tindow frnxes; the erCDGS CCU-

. ‘ 1 -- . ’1- r-~ ~\ (— 1W ' r '1‘ "q 7 " t" r- " ‘D .~ J—

b11e= titn urch.s end glaciorhs lor e 1ernel 38b.
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Erecle Song, Gregorio Lnrtinez sierra, )unJcl irel1ch
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can be very eifective for the two scenes of

r’]‘ ' s -‘ ~ ‘1 (11 ‘ 1 ~~_ ‘ 4- : no rox" ‘— \- 1 '

1ne dean's .quene, desert 1he11ood, LOHQJdflS, green

andbConpan,. (2) A cotevntion 01 the drapes

The Pessins of the thirL Lloor rock, Jerome h.
 

 

erome, demuel Irench. (2) The boarding

hous which is the scene 10: this old favorite

Twelfth Ii<ht, Jillian 511kesbcare (1,2) Th’s is
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The Trvsting»flnce, Booth Tarkington, semiclrench.
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(1,2) An alcove off the main lobby of en hotel

may be “earesentsd by the arcll Ilats and drapes.

The Lirthdev of the Infgnte, "renttied by veil Lotter

 

from the ntOT3’ by (scar nildc, Longlmm1s, Green

and Company. (2‘ The court of a JoanishL>elzce
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be nin't Done Rirht Br rell, Jilbnr hraun, Samuel
 

French. 8) Dedoes “0v be us ed in the set

Ior this old fashioned melodramt.

 

; Iinuct, Louis anher, semu_el irench, (8,1) A formal

s tilg will serve qizite well.

At the Junction, nechel Liell, 3amuel lrench, (3)
 

since tlwi is a fantasy, a ticket window an

a couple of benches may synoolize the “ail—

rend s‘ntion called for.
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,"D FLU”3: The OJLn““3“ in tLese flat

made to fit the door and window irsme

of the oocninrgs is made adj 1st;ble by the

“ny be used in the upper part above

or in the lower part with a window casing

resting on it.
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15 lash cleats O 9.06

5 brace cleats n.06

b6 feet sash cord ‘
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-..’ Q 55

.10 foot 14 inches wide
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.ltemized nist of Laterials for 2 plain 5 foot flats:

50 board feet white pine 9 ,85 thousand pd.25

4 square feet 1 inch profile board ” ..00 .24

20 lash cleats : 9.06 1.80

4 brace cleats f 5.06 .84

lo yards 73 inch sheeting @ 5.55 5.60

Lails (clout) .15

Screws ( f3 5/4 inch) .20

Hall paper paste .15
m

g 2.05
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17 board feet white

8 square fee f

8 yards 72 inch

5 lash cleats Q 5.00

2 brace cleats

12 feet sash cord

nine

inch profile board

unDi1 “ache"

5.06

,1.55 hundred
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0 the flat.
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85 thousand

d sheeting

8 fee t stren iron 7/5 X 5/8 inch
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5cre 5/1— inch)
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the Irench doors or two of the solid doors may be hung

in t1e casin3. the Irench doors are made as light as

vessible in order to make 'heu.1u ”_ul as windows as

well as loors. 1f the doors 9‘0 hunr in the curved

. a nr'. 4-" a ’\ -’| 1 - : q l -o 1 1 -'~ 1—. ~

caS1n3 thh the cu ve ulndow plug above new, the}Q

will qive a reasonably good decorative window, useful

in many sets. Used sin3ly, the Erench doors vi 1 fit

W O

the door fru:e units or the '1n3le curved arches.

  

 

 

lteuized ist of .aterials for 1 Double Lid‘h Door

from: I711' ‘ £1116 “eneh Doors:

be board feet white pine Q ,85 thousand 34.25

14 linear 1eet door step p.02 .88

Tails ( d and O penny) .OS

3c1ews 1:8 5/4 i101) .05

(110und {flima .lO
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