
‘
—

  

A COMPARESOH OF

THREE FRENCH CLANDESTIHE

NEWSPAPERS FROM WWLD WAR H

Thesis for the Degree of M. A.

MICHifiAN STATE UMVERSET‘.’

MARTHA ALQDJEM CUMG

1976.



~flun.~.nru_fi. .4.“ n . ‘.‘5 .nc- 9.. 31aa‘u5'J

LI 5:"
gnaw ‘3‘;
"v y . ‘- .1» 5 . W n ;

I! (5 A .‘

I ti 551$

fidkfiryanlfig_
g)

0

1 .- .5

.17. 7. J

Y":v-oflc; fluf-

m ‘4; Mil.

 

Imam}: Iv

‘ none 5 sons' 
 

_ 800K BINDFRY INC.
LLIRARYB DERS

‘ Q},- .—~- ~ II 



ABSTRACT

A COMPARISON OF THREE FRENCH CLANDESTINE

NEWSPAPERS FROM WORLD WAR II

BY

Martha Aladjem Climo

French clandestine newspapers during World War II

provided a forum for French resisters to the Nazi regime.

The newspapers helped restore people's faith in the salva-

tion of France by transmitting reliable information about

the war. Over 1,200 underground newspapers were published

in France during the war. They appealed to all facets of

French society. French underground propaganda was an effec-

tive device which stimulated patriotism and implanted ideas

of resistance in the minds of the people.

The purpose of this thesis is to examine and com-

pare three French clandestine newspapers during the early

war years, 1940-1942, Défense de la France, Libération-
  

Nord, and L'Humanité and to determine to what extent the
 

newspapers' fight for liberation was influenced by politi-

cal rather than nationalistic ideology. To achieve this

goal, it was necessary to analyze three types of propa-

ganda, anti-Nazi propaganda, anti-Vichy propaganda, and

nationalistic propaganda.
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All three newspapers reflected hatred of Nazi

Germany and the puppet Vichy government and desired lib-

eration for France as soon as possible. The chief dif-

ference among the newspapers lay in the focus of thei:

pr0paganda concerning the means of achieving liberation.

After some deliberation, Défense de la France supported
 

General De Gaulle and recognized him as the leader of the

Resistance. The socialist views expressed in Liberation-
 

Nord did not inhibit support for De Gaulle. L'Humanité,
 

which was so heavily influenced by Stalin and the Commu-

nist Party, supported De Gaulle out of necessity. Stalin

feared that if the French CommuniSts did not support

De Gaulle, they would gain too much power and become inde-

pendent of Russian Communist control.

Other differences were also found in the newspapers'

propaganda. All three newspapers bitterly complained about

the German presence in France; however, Défense de la
 

France and Libération-Nord took this stand from the outset
 

of the war, while it was not until 1941, after the Russo-

German pact was broken, that L'Humanité also took this
 

position. All three newspapers complained of the hard-

ships the French people suffered and they all complained

about the mistreatment of Jews. While Défense de la France
 

was not concerned with the mistreatment of Communists,

Libération-Nord and, of course, L'Humanité were concerned.
 

 

Not everyone was against the Vichy government from the
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beginning of the war. Défense de la France had mixed
 

feelings at first, while Libération-Nord and L'Humanité
  

consistently Opposed the Vichy Regime.

All three newspapers were concerned with the

liberation of France, but it was L'Humanité which was most
 

influenced by political ideology. Political biases and

party preferences were secondary for those resisters work-

ing for Défense de la France and Libération-Nord. Those
  

matters would be considered more seriously after the war.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The Study
 

French underground newspapers during World War II

provided a forum for French resisters to the Nazi regime.

The newspapers helped restore people's faith in the salva-

tion of France by transmitting the voice of the British

Broadcasting Corporation and by spreading pr0paganda

against the Nazis. Over 1,200 underground newspapers

were published in France during the war. They appealed

to all facets of French society.1 French underground

prOpaganda was an effective psychological device which

stimulated patriotism and implanted ideas of resistance

in the minds of the peOple.2

The purpose of this thesis is to examine and com-

pare three French underground newspapers during the early

war years, 1940 through 1942, Défense de la France,
 

Libération-Nord, and L'Humanité and to determine to what
 

extent the newspapers' fight for liberation was influenced

 

1Henri Michel, The Shadow War, trans. Richard Barry

(London: Andre Deutsch, I972), p. 97.

2Henri Michel, Histoire de la Résistance En France,

1940-41 (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1965),

p. 95.

 

 



by political rather than nationalistic ideology. To

achieve this goal, it was necessary to analyze three

types of prOpaganda: anti-Nazi propaganda, anti-Vichy

prOpaganda, and nationalistic propaganda. All three

newspapers reflected hatred of Nazi Germany and the puppet

Vichy government and desired liberation for France as

early as possible. Unity was a key source of strength for

success. The chief difference among the newspapers lay

in the focus of their propaganda concerning the means of

achieving liberation. Défense de la France and Liberation-
  

Nord supported De Gaulle and his ideals because they

believed in them, while L'Humanité supported De Gaulle
 

under the influence of Stalin. L'Humanité's policy was
 

one of expediency. Also Stalin feared that if L'Humanité
 

did not support De Gaulle, the French Communists would

gain too much power and become independent of Russian

Communist control.

The French underground newspapers were originally

handwritten and later roneotyped (a duplicating process

similar to mimeograph) or typed and mimeographed. The

typical newspaper was tabloid format of about four to six

pages, which facilitated concealment. Ideally, it was

simpler to recruit printers and use their equipment includ-

ing paper, ink, and type. To insure publication, each

edition of a neWSpaper was prepared in more than one

studio since the German and French police frequently broke



in and destroyed printing presses and arrested the clan-

destine journalists.

Eventually clandestine agencies emerged. Jean

Moulin obtained information from various sources and pub-

lished a periodical bulletin which was distributed by

courier to all underground offices as regularly as pos-

sible. Of course, such activities were dangerous, but the

resisters did what they could at the risk of being shot on

the spot .

PeOple craved information. They wanted appraisals

of military developments and reading materials to relieve

their anxieties. Although it was risky, new3papers were

distributed on the streets as well as through the mail.

Addresses but no names were put on the outside of the

papers so as not to endanger anyone.

The overall effectiveness of Resistance newspapers

must be gauged with reference to a particular theoretical

light which delineates the elements of success or failure.

Harold Lasswell says:

The problem of the prOpagandist is to intensify the

attitudes favorable to his purpose, to reverse the

attitudes hostile to it, and to attract the indiffer—

ent, or at worst, to prevent them from assuming a

hostile bent. Thus, war prOpaganda involves the

enemy, the ally and the neutral. It involves leaders

on both sides and the support of certain policies and

institutions.

 

3Haro1d Lasswell, "The Theory of Political PrOpa-

ganda.” in Reader in Public Opinion and Communication, ed.

Bernard Berelson (New York: Free Press, 1966), pp. 178-79.



Given this definition of a pr0pagandist, it can be assumed

that the resistance newspapers were ultimately successful

since they were on the side of the Allies.

The Methodology
 

Little research has been done on the French under-

ground new3papers. Moreover, it is only in the past

decade that the French people have been salvaging the

neWSpapers and putting them on microfilm for availability

to researchers. The chief specialist on the French

Resistance and the underground newspapers is Henri Michel,

a former journalist in the Resistance Movement. Michel

has written numerous articles and books on the Resistance

which include sections on the underground press. In his

bibliography, he says that virtually no research has been

done on the Communist underground newspapers during World

War II. This study deals with one Communist newspaper,

L ' Humanité .
 

This thesis necessitated the careful examination

of three underground newspapers in the French language.

The writer is responsible for all translations made for

the purposes of this thesis. A facsimile of the original

newspaper Libération-Nord, 1942, was obtained from the
 

Service de Presse et d'Information, a division of the

French Embassy in New York City. A microfilm of Défense

de la France, 1941 to 1944, was borrowed from the Center
 

for Research Libraries in Chicago. The writer obtained



the microfilm of L'Humanité, 1941 to 1945, from the Asso-
 

ciation Pour la Conservation et la Reproduction Photo-

graphique de la Presse in Paris.

The writer interviewed Dr. Alain Corcos of Michi-

gan State University, who was raised in France during

WOrld war II under the influence of an uncle who worked

for the Resistance. On the recommendation of Francoise

Giroud, Minister for WOmen in France, the writer also

conducted two written interviews with Claude Bourdet and

Henri Frenay, who were underground journalists during the

war. They are also authors of books used for this thesis.

The diversity of sources, then, contributed to a

thoroughly inspiring challenge.



CHAPTER II

BACKGROUND OF THE FRENCH CLANDESTINE

PRESS DURING WORLD WAR II

Germany defeated France in June, 1940, occupied

almost two-thirds of the country, and set up a puppet

government in Vichy for the remainder. The German inva-

sion, followed by the rapid fall of the French government,

gave birth to two elites: resisters to the Nazi govern-

ment and supporters of Marshal Henri Phillipe Pétain.

Although both groups rebelled against the old government

of the Third Republic, they differed in the means of

attaining their goals: the resisters supported a form of

collectivism while the collaborators supported a corporate

solution.4 The collaborators accepted defeat and assumed

that Germany would soon dominate all of Europe. Pétain,

Pierre Laval, and their colleagues hOped to gain the best

possible position in Hitler's new order. Somehow, they

 

4Gordon Wright, France in the 20th Century (Washing-

ton, D.C.: Washington Service Center for the Teachers of

History, American Historical Association, 1965). P. 5.

 



believed that they could satisfy Hitler and at the same

time serve France.S

Laval, who has been described as a man who based

all his decisions on personal contacts, became deputy

prime-minister in 1940. As far back as 1931, Laval con-

fided in the German foreign minister:

Just as war was originally waged between towns, then

between countries and recently between empires, so,

in the future, it would be waged between continents.

He (Laval) did not believe in a Franco-German con-

flict . . . but sooner or later the Russians and the

Chinese would launch an attack upon EurOpe. We had

to make ourselves safe against this.

Historian Geoffrey Warner commented on Laval's policy:

All the elements of Laval's future policies are to be

found here: the anti-communism, the suspicions of

Britain and the desire for EurOpean unity based upon

a Franco-German entente. It was the tragedy of his

career that his vision was to find its apotheosis

in Adolf Hitler's phoney European "new order."7

As a leader in the Vichy government, Laval was disliked and

criticized by resisters.

For many French people, Pétain, president of the

Vichy government and chief of the collaborators, was quite

respectable:

A personification of abiding old France: an erect

old soldier of austere tastes, of Catholic peasant

 

5John F. Sweet, ”The Mouvements Unis De La Résis-

tance (M.U.R.), A Study of Non-Communist Resistance Move-

ments in France, 1940-44" (Ph.D. dissertation, Duke Uni-

versity, 1971), p. 4.

6Geoffrey Warner, Pierre Laval and the Eclipse of

France (New York: The Macmiilan Co., 1968), p. 24.

7

 

Warner, Pierre Laval and the Eclipse of France,
 

p. 24.



stock, Marshal of France, member of the French acad-

emy, returning from his modest country estate once

more to rescue his country from the rabble.

But as Jacques Duclos, then head of the French

Communist Party, points out in an interview in the French

film The Sorrow and the P132, Pétain had been the favorite
 

of the pe0ple for many years. He was thought of as a good

old man. According to Duclos, Pétain had fooled the peOple

by his innocence. They assumed he was too old to hurt

the country and certainly could have no hopes for politi-

cal gains in the future. However, Duclos said he is not

even sure if Pétain understood what he had achieved.9

When Pétain, Laval, and their fellow collaborators

took control of the Vichy government, resistance movements

cr0pped up all over France. Most resisters had not been

politically active prior to the war. They came from all

facets of society including the working class as well as

the aristocracy. The Resistance movement grew out of

patriotic concerns. In the midst of disaster, people

initially responded on an individual basis. They had been

humiliated and wanted to oust the Germans and Vichyites

and renovate France. The Resistance movement gave people

the Opportunity to cooPerate with one another to achieve

 

8Robert Paxton, Vichy France: Old Guard and New

Order (New York: Knopf, 1972), pp. 27-28.

 

9Marcel Ophuls, The Sorrow and the Pity (a film-

script) trans. Mireille Johnston TNew York: Outbridge

and Lazard, Inc., 1957), p. 32.

 



a mutually desired goal: the liberation of France from

both the Nazi imperialists and the Vichy regime.10

Although the movement was initially inspired by feelings

of patriotism, it eventually adopted an ideological and

reformist tone:

In its broadest sense, this ideology was anti-

totalitarian and at the same time collectivist: it

aimed to reassert the values of liberal humanism,

as modified by 20th century democratic socialist and

Christian socialist thought. A growing number of

resisters saw the expulsion of the Germans as only

one step toward a higher goa1--the renovation of the

nation's society, economy and political structure.11

Although the Resistance was highly motivated and

inspired, it had difficulties getting on its feet. People

believed that the war would end in the winter of 1940.

Pétain's government was still strong and the Germans con-

trolled two-thirds of the country. As an indication of

the confusion, Communist posters as late as 1941 read:

"Neither Pétain! Nor De Gaulle!" and "France wants

neither cholera nor the plaguel."12

Resisters responded to their feelings against the

Nazis and collaborators by passing on information and

spreading propaganda. The Allies initially ignored the

resisters' early efforts. The more h0pefu1 peOple

 

10Alban-Vistel, "Fondements Spirituels de la Résist-

ance," Esprit 195 (October 1952): 480-92.

1:I'Gordon wright, The Ordeal of Total War, 1939-45

(New York: Harper and Row, 1968): p. 147.

12Paxton, Vichy France: Old Guard and New Order

1940-44, p. 35.
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became about the possibility of liberation, the more

strength they gave to the movement. The resisters'

actions manifested themselves in sporadic demonstrations,

strikes, sabotage, and assassinations. Pamphlets turned

into periodicals, private homes used to conceal refugees

were linked to escape lines, and agencies were set up to

gather intelligence. Sporadic demonstrations, strikes,

sabotage, and assassinations gave birth to armed group

resistance.13

The small army carried on a miniature war within

the context of a large war. Their tactics in achieving

peace differed from those of the Allies: their tr00ps

were fewer, less well prepared, and they had deve10ped

little strategy. When a battle became too fierce, they

were forced to retreat. By 1943, the Resistance army in

France had only 100,000 soldiers.14

Henri Michel described the main difference between

the clandestine resister and a soldier in a professional

army:

A clandestine volunteer never separates his actions

as a fighter from his views as a citizen. The war

he wages is ideological as much as national: it

will not necessarily end when the occupying power

 

13Michel, The Shadow War, p. 14.
 

14Paul Bringuier, "The Epic of the French Under-

ground," New York Times Magazine, 11 July 1943, p. 5.
 



11

has been beaten and driven out because the politi-

cal aims which he desires must be achieved as well.
15

Michel emphasized the necessity for the union

between propaganda and military action. This dimension

would give impetus to the movement:

The occupied peoples could be given a plethora of

news and directives, creating the impression of

ubiquitous omniscient power, stirring euphoric

reactors to hOpe, helping them gradually to take

action within their capabilities, but also indicat-

ing a course in which they might have embarked if

left to themselves.

Michel further stressed that if propaganda was to

be successful, it must be conceived of and executed effec-

tively. It must be directed apprOpriately to the people

it is addressing. Criticism of current leaders must be

avoided at all costs.

The clandestine press provided hOpe, leadership,

and encouragement where despair may otherwise have domi-

nated. About five weeks after Paris surrendered, Paul

Simon, a veteran of WOrld War I, used a toy printing press

to produce fifty c0pies of the first underground newspaper,

Valmy. A weekly new3paper named Pantagruel was the first
 

to recognize Charles De Gaulle as head of the Resistance

movement. La Voix De Paris was the first paper to publish
 

information concerning the motives of the Vichy government.

Resistance published excerpts from Mein Kampf to demonstrate
 

 

15Michel, The Shadow War, p. 10.

16Michel, The Shadow War, p. 10.
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to the people Hitler's real intentions. La Voix du Nord
 

urged laborers to stOp working during air raids in order

to cause slowdowns in production.

The principal goals of the newspapers were to

change public opinion, to arouse the people's apathy, and

to counteract Nazi propaganda. The next step was to

implant ideas about Resistance in the minds of the pe0ple

so as to manipulate their actions. The first idea was the

necessity to destroy the foreign occupier.17

The BBC stimulated the French underground press.

It relied on purely direct, honest reports which appealed

to the individual's sense of reason, rather than to his

emotions. Increasingly, pe0ple listened to the BBC and

became involved in clandestine activities. Each movement

aspired to be the leading voice of the underground, thus

causing tension among the groups.

The underground press helped the Allies obtain

military and civilian information and informed British

agents about new and old war plants as desirable military

targets, the construction of airfields, labor conditions,

and the effects of production slowdowns. Michael DeCapite

described the purpose of the press at the time:

Its most important function, however, is to strengthen

morale and keep alive the hope of deliverance from

Nazi domination: sabotage methods are discussed in

it: active resistance is urged; passive resistance is

 

l7Michel, The Shadow War, p. 98.
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praised; German propaganda is analyzed and refuted:

names of German leaders are selected for a day of

reckoning. It carries on a war of nerves by methods

as persistent and effective as any of the schemes

devised by the Germans themselves.

Ironically, the Nazi sanction against listening to the BBC

and reading the clandestine papers enhanced the signifi-

cance of the underground as a reliable source of informa-

tion for the anti-German population.

Initially, the Germans paid little attention to

the resisters' enterprises and thought that the clandes-

tine newsPapers were an expression of weakness. The

Germans grew nervous when they realized it was impossible

to halt the flow of clandestine literature which had

already begun to affect the French pOpulation. On finding

underground reading materials, the Germans stamped them

with "hostile literature" and circulated them in small

numbers. They used these papers as a source of counter-

propaganda.

The underground press became so successful that

the Germans produced newspapers with a similar format to

that of the underground papers but with distorted infor-

mation; they hOped that pe0ple would be fooled into

believing that these were legitimate papers and become

misguided. This counter-propaganda proved to be unsuc-

cessful. The Germans also sent false newspapers to pe0p1e

 

18Michael DeCapite, "Europe's Underground," Nation

154 (May 23, 1942): 592.
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receiving regular ones and tracked these peOple down and

sent them to prison.19

Towards the end of the war, the German soldiers

could not help but be influenced by the underground press:

. . . Ideological attacks on the Nazi party and

German aims: the strategic hopelessness of German's

military and economic position: the justice of the

United Nations' war aims and their unity and deter-

mination to carry them out; promises of good treat-

ment of prisoners of war with appeals of self-

preservation.

Even if the Germans could not be induced to withdraw from

combat actively, the propaganda appealed to them to hide

in cellars. This became a favorite technique of surren-

der since it avoided the need of facing the desertion

problem.

Up until 1941 many French people believed it was

possible to make friends with Hitler and did not realize

the full implications of their plight. Knowing that the

French peOple were not allowed to speak, write, or assemble

freely, some university students in Paris initiated an

underground movement, Défense de la France. Out of it

evolved a newspaper by the same name. The young journalists

 

19Tania Long, "Free Press of Enslaved EurOpe: One

Thousand Underground Newspapers Are a Weapon That Harasses

the Nazi Rulers," The New York Times Magazine, 16 May

1943. PP. 20-27.

20Edward Stills and Morris Janowitz, "Cohesion

and Disintegration in the Wehrmacht," in Propaganda in War

and Crises: Materials for American Policy, ed. Daniel

Lerner (New York: G. W. Stewart, 1951). PP. 403-10.
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hOped that the newspaper would rehabilitate the French

Spirit and influence public opinion.

The resisters explained that Défense de la France
 

was written by and for the French. The newspaper appealed

to the French pe0ple's emotions by referring to propaganda

against France, the necessity of the young to enlist in

the French service, and the tragedy of the concentration

camps.21 Défense de la France affirmed the reality that
 

France was involved in war and that she had to struggle

for liberation. In the first edition, the journalists

stressed the purpose of the movement: "unity, truth, and

honor."22 The paper clearly stated that it was neither

under the British nor under the Communists.

On December 1, 1940, Christian Pineau compiled

the first edition of Liberation-Nord. The newspaper sur—
 

vived until August 14, 1944, its mission accomplished with

liberation. Apparently, Pineau wrote the first seventy

editions. Not able to handle the responsibilities and

withstand German pressure, Pineau went to England leaving

Jean Cavailles and Jean Texier in charge of the newspaper.

The neWSpaper was a weekly and had a circulation of about

50,000. Frequently stamps were stolen from the Germans

 

21Marie Granet, Défense de la France. Histoire d'un

Mouvement de Resistance 1940-44 (Paris: Presse Universis

taires de France, 1966). p. 47.

22Granet, Défense de la France. Histoire d'un

Mouvement, p. 40.
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and used for postage on the newspapers. Ironically the

Germans were paying for the delivery of propaganda against

themselves.

The primary purpose of Liberation-Nord was to
 

spread propaganda against the invader. To do so, it was

necessary to arouse the public patriotism, to demonstrate

that pe0p1e should not abandon hope, and to explain why

the French had to fight and defeat the Germans. The

resisters had to prove to the people that the French could

win and to explain how to proceed to achieve liberation.23

In 1941, French morale was low. Pineau initially

called for the peOple to have courage and perseverance.

He tried to strike a political chord by exciting hatred

against the Nazis. To succeed, he had to tell the truth,

inform pe0p1e of the military develOpments, discuss the

economic difficulties, and report the news about Vichy.

Pineau waged a battle against the collaboration

press. According to Paxton, ”some of the most notorious

figures of the occupation were the Frenchmen who led the

political groups in publishing newspapers at Paris in

return for the high life of the occupied capital, and in

many cases, direct subsidies from the German embassy."24

 

23Marie Granet, "Un Journal Socialist Clandestin

Pendant 1'Occupation: Liberation-Nord," part 1, La Revue

Socialiste 192 (April 1966): 368-69.

24Paxton, Vichy France: Old Guard and New Order

1940-44, p. 49.
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In one article, Pineau tried to demonstrate that the press

produced by the collaborators was solely under the Germans

who financed it, directed it, and controlled the articles

and enforced permanent censorship.25

Liberation—Nord was geared toward discussing the
 

ideas of the working class as well as of the intellectuals.

It was influenced by the Socialist party and by Leon Blum.

It was anti-fascist and anti-Vichy. It stressed the

necessity to get rid of Hitler's regime, which meant, in

turn, to fight totalitarianism.

L'Humanité was fighting against the capitalists
 

in 1939 and supporting Stalin, who by 1940 was an ally of

Hitler. Beginning in 1940, the newspaper led a campaign

against Pétain and the Vichy regime. The Communist clan-

destine press influenced many people during the occupation.

L'Humanité's circulation was low during the war due to a
 

paper shortage, but a total of 317 issues were published

and circulated all over the country. On the eve of libera-

tion, the Communist Party's press was active and aggres-

sive. The Communists had attained success under the slogan

of "Unity of Action."26

 

25Granet, "Un Journal Socialist Clandestin Pendant

1'Occupation," pp. 368—69.

26Alfred Rieber, Stalin and the French Communist

Party 1941-47 (New York: Columbia University Press, 1962),

pp. 1064108.
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The clandestine press reflected a vast number of

opinions. For example, Combat, published by Henri Frenay,

one of the leading newspapers, developed out of two news—

papers: Liberté in the south and Veritas in the north.

Socialists and trade-unionists participated in the pro-

duction of Liberation-Sud under the direction of Emmanuel

d'Astier de la Virgerie, a leftist journalist. Témoignage
 

Chrétien was published by a group of French Catholics.

They relied on the Vatican Radio as their most important

source of anti-Nazi propaganda.

The newspaper primarily appealed to the young

peOple and Catholics. It reminded the Catholics of German

persecutions against those Catholics who were religious,

of their being sent to concentration camps, and German

attacks on Catholic bishops. Témoignage Chrétien quoted

Hitler as saying that Saint Paul was the epileptic of

Christianity and one is either Christian or German.

Although the Vatican did not set guidelines for

the priests and Catholic population during the war and

remained silent on the Jewish question much of the time,

many Catholics dedicated their services to the Resistance

and the publication of underground newspapers. Between

the two wars a new kind of social Catholicism had arisen

in France which the pOpe condemned. The leaders of the

movement were secular and had conflicts with the priests.
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They took it upon themselves to fight against Hitler,

his policy of anti-Semitism, and the annexation of Alsace.

In 1941, Jacques Decour along with several friends

initiated an underground literary journal, Les Lettres
 

Frangaises. After the first edition was compiled and
 

about to be published, the Germans arrested Decour and

executed him on May 30, 1942, for publishing anti-German

prOpaganda similar to that of the three newspapers under

study. In the meantime, Decour's sister burned the entire

first edition so that the Gestapo would not discover it.

Later Jacques DébG-Bridel, another journalist and friend

of Decour, compiled a summary of the first edition. After

Decour was arrested, the group of friends dispersed and

Claude Morgan took over the job of publishing Les Lettres
 

Francaises. It was September, 1942, when the first edi-

27

 

tion appeared. The death of Decour is only one example

of the tragedies that the French underground suffered.

Frequently, the Germans arrested the journalists, burned

issues of their publications, and along with the help of

the French police blew up the press rooms of the news-

papers as was the case with Combat in 1944.

With this background in mind, we shall proceed

to discuss the content of the newspapers, more specifically,

the three main types of propaganda used by the French

clandestine press during the war.

 

27Les Lettres Frangaises, France, 1942-44.



CHAPTER III

ANTI-NAZI PROPAGANDA

As a whole, the French underground press waged a

bitter attack against the Nazi invasion and subsequent

domination of two-thirds of France. Numerous articles

appeared in Défense de la France and Liberation-Nord
  

stressing the necessity to expel the Germans from France.

From the outset, these two newspapers and, by 1941,

L'Humanité, blamed the Germans for robbing the French of
 

their food and forcing French labor to work for Germany.

The newspapers also expressed dissatisfaction with German

treatment of minority groups, particularly Jews and Com-

munists.

Although the Communists Opposed the Nazi regime

prior to 1939, by 1940 L'Humanité condemned the western
 

imperialists and not the Germans. The French Communists

backed the Russians who had signed a pact with Germany;

consequently, the French Communists supported the Germans.

After the pact was broken in 1941, the Communist press

continued to condemn the western capitalists and began to

find fault with the Germans as well.

According to Michel, the underground press stressed

the need to rid the country of the enemy as a first step

20
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in solving internal problems. The newspapers aroused

the people's hatred for the Germans by reminding them of

Nazi crimes including the arrests of innocent people and

the execution of hostages. To boost morale, articles

emphasized the weaknesses of the Germans, minimized their

victories, and magnified their defeats.28 In order to

arouse the Germans to return home to their families, the

resisters sent pamphlets filled with anti-Nazi propaganda

to the German soldiers.29

Political Propaganda Against the Nazis
 

Journalists writing for Défense de la France
 

expressed a desire not to be dominated by the Germans, the

Russians, or the British. They wanted France to retain

her identity and said that Germany was trying to demoral-

ize the peOple. The journalists fought the Germans'

desire to create dissension among the French who were

already depressed. One journalist aroused the French

peOple's animosity toward the invader by pointing out that

since the Germans had been present in France, they had

taught the people only about war, famine, concentration

camps, and shame. He wrote that if the Germans succeed,

 

28Michel, The Shadow War, p. 98.

29Michel, The Shadow War, p. 98.
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they will Offer the French people a small paradise pro-

vided they sacrifice their freedom.30

Resisters reinforced the criminal nature of the

German character. In an article in Défense de la France,
 

a journalist attacked the German peOple:

You want to dominate the world and we will prove that

you are nothing but vile and malfeasant animals. You

perform all your evillacts, but you are nothing but

miserable assassins.

The resisters said that the Germans were barbarians and

that their actions revealed that justice does not exist

in their world: "You are nothing but tigers and hyenas."

In the summer of 1942, Liberation-Nord lashed out
 

against the Nazis and pressured the French peOple to do

the same. "The stake is clear: either freedom or slavery.

Everyone has the sacred task Of doing all that is possible

"32 Theto free the country from the enemy's destruction.

journalists introduced the idea of sabotage to the people

as a means of furthering the cause of the Resistance.

They stressed the necessity of ridding the country of the

enemy as a preliminary for solving internal problems. In

one issue, a journalist wrote that most peOple did not know

how to engage in sabotage, which is a delicate process

requiring profound understanding of the trade. The Allies

 

30Défense de la France, no. 1, 1941.

31Défense de la France, January 7, 1942.

 

 

32Libération-Nord, June 12, 1942.
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had transported war materials in broad daylight in front

of the enemy, so why couldn't the French perform similar

acts?

Unlike Défense de la France and Liberation-Nord,
 
 

L'Humanité did not attack the Germans even though prior to
 

the war the French Communists had taken an anti-Nazi stand.

The delay in OOOperation with the Resistance detracted

from the impetus in the early stages of the movement.

”On the eve of the war, immediately following the signa-

ture of the Russo-German Pact, they did an abrupt 3915;

33
face, and denounced the 'imperialist war.'" Shortly

thereafter, Edoard Daladier, a minister in the Vichy

government, dissolved the Party, suppressed the news-

paper, and expelled Communists from the Assembly. The

Germans then arrested and imprisoned many Communists.

The Party was completely demoralized. Many members found

the change in policy hard to accept and went underground.

After the invasion in 1940, the first act of the

French communists vis-a-vis the Germans was to seek

permission to publish L'Humanité openly. (It was

refused.) Nevertheless, the underground L'Humanité

continued to urge fraternization with the Germans,

attack De Gaulle as a reactionary in the pay of

British imperialists, and Speak of Anglo-French war

guilt. The Germans responded by releasing during

 

 

33Peter Novick, The Resistanceygrsus Vichy, The

Purge of the Collaborators in LiBerated France (London:

Chatto and Windus, 1968): p. 16.
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the first six months of occupation, over 300 Commu-

nists who had been imprisoned by the French authori-

ties.34

After the war began, the communists attacked the

western capitalists and saw the British as more of a

threat to them than the Nazis. However, by January, 1941,

they already began to express their fear of the Germans

35 In June, 1941, the Russo-Germanas well as of the British.

Pact was broken when the Germans invaded Russia. About

that time, L'Humanité strongly attacked the German presence
 

in France. On July 2, 1941, an article in L'Humanité
 

warned that Hitler wanted the Vichy government to break

35
ties with Russia. In the same-issue, a journalist

expressed discontent with the Vichy government for carry-

ing out the order to join the Germans in a war against

Russia.

According to Novick, the Communists did their best

to eradicate the memory of their association with Germany

prior to the German invasion into Russia:

While the Communists in this period OOOperated with

with all other Resistance elements . . . they were

not hesitant about pointing out their leading role.

Their efforts in this direction were reinforced by

German and Vichy propaganda which pictured all

resistants as communist terrorists or their tools.

This prOpaganda was doubly valuable to the commu-

nists, since it put non-communists resistants on

 

34Novick, The Resistance Versus Vichy, p. 17.

35L'Humanité, August 15, 1940.
 

36L'Humanité, July 2, 1941, no. 110.
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notice that by Openly criticizing the communists,

and thus imperiling Resistange unity, they would

be playing the enemy's game.

Défense de la France and Liberation-Nord were
 
 

dedicated from the outset to the salvation of France with-

out specifying a political affiliation, while L'Humanité
 

supported the Communist Party as a means of achieving

liberation. Although the Communists supported the Germans

at first, they learned their lesson and soon urged a policy

of unity for all resisters. They were opportunists in

that initially they did not protest the German presence

in France, thinking they could profit from a liaison with

the invader.

Economic Propaganda Against the Nazis
 

In addition to spreading political prOpaganda, the

French Resistance newspapers circulated economic prOpa-

ganda. Resisters were violently Opposed to sending French

workers and food supplies to Germany. Most French peOple

struggled to find enough food to eat. The journalists

hOped that by writing about the problem, individuals would

realize that they were not alone in their hunger and should

join in the resisters' efforts to stOp the food wagons en

route to Germany. In regard to this problem, Michel said:

Key phrases calculated to make a deep impact con-

stantly recurred such as "plundering our food," which

touched upon one of the reader's more pressing anxie-

ties--fear that he might be unable to feed himself

 

37Novick, The Resistance Versus Vichy, pp. 17-18.
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properly. There were many reasons for food short-

ages, but only one was highlighted-—the occupation:

the others were either passed over in silence or

connected to the occupation.

The clandestine newspapers did not only complain

about the lack of food but also suggested a solution to

the problem: resistance. In September, 1941, Défense de
 

la France said that the hatred of the French for the

enemy grew each day as a result of the Germans' pillaging

and spying. In defense, the French must resist the Ger-

mans. The newspaper then explained the meaning of resist-

ance:

To resist is to accelerate the battle against Nazism

in cutting down production in our factories for

items going to Germany. To resist means discourag-

ing trOOps from going to fight with Germany. To

resist means above all to demonstrate to the invader

that it is fighting against a superior civilization

which it can not absorb.

The writer of another article further discussed

the problem of pillage. He explained that 220,000 wagons

of food are going to Germany and 200,000 remain in France

primarily for German consumption. The French exchange

720,000 tons of phOSphate for 600,000 of apples and in

fact only receive 40,000 tons of apples. Similar problems

arose with wheat and meat. The article raised the question,

"Why, then, should we collaborate with people who have

nothing and offer us nothing?"40

 

38Michel, The Shadow War, p. 98.

39

 

Défense de la France, September 10, 1941.

40Défense de la France, September 10, 1941.
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According to Paxton, Hitler contributed to strength—

ening the Resistance movement by mobilizing people to work

in Germany. Many young men who were faced with the pos-

sibility of going to Germany, chose to go into the moun-

41
tains to join the maquis, aguerrilla organization.

Liberation-Nord also took a strong stand against
 

the German confiscation of French food. An article said

that every week, 20 trains and 1,500 wagons go to Germany

which would never come back. "At this pace, we won't

have anything to eat by winter."42

In November, 1942, the newspaper expressed dis—

gust with exporting French workers to Germany. The news-

paper said that the workers have not maintained their

loyalty to France and have chosen to work for the enemy.

It is necessary therefore to eliminate this program imme-

diately.43

L'Humanité also rebelled against the Germans for
 

contributing to food shortages in France. In January,

1941, a journalist wrote that 400 wagons of animals have

left for Germany with ten to twelve animals in each wagon.44

In February, 1941, a journalist wrote that at the train

stations in France, the Germans choose the best meats to

 

41Paxton, Vichy, France, pp. 292-93.
 

42Liberation-Nord, April 18, 1942.
 

43Libération-Nord, November 27, L942.
 

44L'Humanité, January 1941.
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send to Germany.45 By April, the newspaper said that the

French peOple received only forty-four grams of meat per

capita per day. The resisters complained about high

costs and claimed it was impossible to provide for their

families.4

All three newspapers hOped that by talking about

the problem close to home, they could inSpire the people

to join the Resistance. The resisters wanted people to

see the bad effects Of German domination of France.

Propaganda_gondemning Persecution

of Minorities

 

 

The Resistance newspapers came out strongly

against the Nazi persecution of minority groups. All

three newspapers condemned anti-Semitism, while their

feeling about Communists 'as aminority group varied. The

Resistance movement not only spread propaganda against

the concentration camps, but also helped peOple escape

from the enemy. They hid people in their homes, made

contacts for them, and forged identity papers. The Jews

and Communists were both victims of German propaganda:

Unwilling, in the years following the armistice, to

admit that Frenchmen were being executed only because

they were patriots, the Germans and their bought

press labelled either Communist or Jew every man exe-

cuted for sabotage or underground activity. 7

 

4SL'Humanité, February 1941.

46L'Humanité, April 1941.
 

47A. J. Liebling, "Underground Press," New Yorker
 

20 (April 15, 1944): 54.
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In one respect, the Communists gained from the German

propaganda:

One consequence was the indelible association of

the words "communist" and "patriot" in the French

p0pular mind and within the last two years they have

become synonymous, which gives an increased impetus

to the leftward tendency caused by that reason com-

mitted by the great industrialists.48

Resisters working for Défense de la France took
 

a strong stand against anti-Semitism. They claimed that

Nazism was the chief enemy of religion and of a universal

culture. According to one journalist, the Germans were

anti-Semitic because "the Jews are the people who have

given the idea to the people of a universal God and the

first basic laws of moral humanism. The decalogue dis-

49
turbs the Nazis."

However, Défense de la France feared the Russian
 

influence and was not sympathetic to the French Commu-

nists early in the war. The resisters working for Défense

de la France disliked the Russians and the Germans and
 

said: "Do not defend Communism. . . . Do not come to

terms with Hitler. To do so is to assassinate France."50

In the summer of 1942, Liberation-Nord protested
 

strongly against anti-Semitism. One article criticized

the new measures taken against the Jews, which the writer

 

48
Liebling, "Underground Press," p. 54.

49Défense de la France, March 20, 1942, no. 12.
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thought was in defiance of civilization. The article

further stated that commentaries in the Nazi-controlled

press were shameful. The resisters wrote that one- and

two-year-old children are taken from their mothers.

". . . The pacifists have no excuse for this ignorance.

One must take part. Whoever is not against the grave

51 The resisters acceptedscene today is against us."

responsibility and wanted more French peOple to do the

same.

In the autumn of 1942, another article appeared in

Liberation-Nord condemning the persecution of Jews. It
 

said that in Paris thousands of Jews had been mistreated.

Families have been broken up and sent to unknown places.

One author wrote:

I proclaim that all men, aryans and nonaryans are

brothers because they are created by the same God;

that all men whatever race or religion have the right

to individual respect. The anti-Semitic acts are a

mistake of human dignity, a violation of the most

sacred rights Of the individual and the family. May

God console and fortify those who are indignantly

persecuted.52

Although discussion of the persecution of Commu—

nists was not evident in Libération-Nord in 1942, Captain
 

Brecourt, a frequent contributor to the newspapers, said

that the peOple should salute the heroic Resistance of

 

SlLibération-Nord, July 17, 1942.
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the Russians; now the Germans have learned that the Rus-

sians know how to fight. Another article praised a

Russian surprise attack against the Germans.

Liberation-Nord lauded the Russians' success
 

against the Germans. The journalists hOped to inspire

peOple to fight hard to defeat the Germans by designating

the Russian example as a source of motivation.

So far, the one major difference between Défense

de la France and Liberation-Nord is that resisters work-
  

ing for the former feared a tie with the Communists while

those working for the latter admired the Communists.

By the summer of 1942, resisters working for

L'Humanité wanted all peOple to unify and rise up against
 

Hitler. To strengthen their position, the Communists

condemned the Nazi persecution of the Jews and complained

of the poor treatment of other Communists who had been

sent to concentration camps and work camps because of

their beliefs. In October, 1940, L'Humanité condemned the
 

destruction of Jewish shOps.

In Paris, German troops killed students and in

November, 1940, L'Humanité protested the deaths of young
 

people in prison camps. In December, the newspaper

attacked the Germans for taking out the young workers

from factories and putting them in camps. The paper

praised those young people who had managed to unify their

forces and create the newspaper L'Avant-Garde.
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L'Humanité sympathized with suffering Communists
 

all over the world because they shared a common contempt

for capitalism and the war. One article argued against

the repression of Communists in the north and south of

France and in Indo-China, Italy, America, Germany, Britain,

53
and in Switzerland.

In January, 1940, L'Humanité further propagandized
 

about the persecution of the Communist Party because of

its attachment to Russia and its destiny to awaken France.

The Germans threw thousands of comrades into concentra-

tion camps and prisons. The paper wished their comrades

courage and said that the future lies on the Communists.54

The Communists used the pictures and words of children

to evoke sympathy, and called for a unification of fami-

lies and the abolition of concentration camps.55

Other newspapers also called for an end to perse-

cution of minority groups. A group of French Catholics

was responsible for the publication of Témoignage Chrétien.
 

These resisters tried to explain the destructive nature of

German propaganda and they used statements from the Vati-

can Radio to convince the people of the evils of Nazism.

In one article, "L'Anti-Semitism et la Conscience,"

the writer asks if anti-Semitism is not a contradiction

 

53L'Humanité, December 19, 1940, no. 87.
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of the philosophy of the French people and their struggle

to defend human dignity and the use of reason. The

writer asked if historical writers such as Pascal,

Montaigne, and Descartes would have excluded Jews from

their definition of mankind.56

The writer asks whether Jesus addresses himself

to all people or whether he excludes certain peoples out

of malice and anger. DO we have such little common sense

that we must follow the war of the barbaric Nazis? French

anti-Semitism is dishonorable to France. It is demoral-

izing. It corrupts one's moral sense and perverts one's

heart. Sooner or later, if the French people continue to

listen to the official propaganda, they will not be able

to discern the real enemy. Anti-Semitism, he writes, is

not against a crime, but against a race or religion in

which there are both the guilty and the innocent. Is it

57
a crime, he asks, to be a Jew or a descendant of a Jew?

In another article in Témoignage Chrétien, the
 

writer uses similar arguments against Nazism and its

policy against Jews. By approaching the Catholics on

religious grounds, these resisters hOped to turn the

Catholic pOpulation against the Germans. In an article

 

56Georges Cottier, ed., De la Résistance a la

Revolution. Anthologie de la Presse Clandestine Francaise

(Neuchatel: Editions de la Baconniere, 1945): P. 70.
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entitled "Collaboration and Fidelité," the writer explains

step by step how the Germans used seduction, compromise,

perversion, and destruction to convert the Catholics to

their way of thinking.58

The writer quotes Pope Pius IX from a speech on

September 6, 1938, to demonstrate the dangers of Nazi

prOpaganda:

Note that Abraham is called our patriarch, our ances-

tor. Anti-Semitism is not compatible with the

thoughts and sublime reality which are expressed in

this text. It is an antipathetic movement to which

we can not as Christians have any part. Anti-

Semitism is unacceptable. We are spiritually sem-

ites.59

The use of historical writing was extremely effec-

tive in expressing contempt towards Nazi persecution of

Jews. In the second issue of the clandestine literary

paper, Les Lettres Frangaises, there is a passage from
 

Maxim Gorki with his views on anti-Semitism. He speaks

of having read innumerable accounts of peOple trying to

legitimize anti—Semitism. He strongly disagreed with the

people's efforts. He asks the question, "Isn't a Semite

more of a man than an anti-Semite?"60

In this discussion of propaganda used to condemn

Nazi persecution of minority groups, we have seen a vast
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variety of techniques used by the clandestine newSpapers.

Défense de la France prOpagandized against the Nazi mal-
 

treatment of Jews, but feared the Communists as much as

they feared the Nazis. Liberation-Nord condemned the
 

persecution of Jews and praised Russian Communist suc-

cesses against the Germans. L'Humanité condemned the per-
 

secution of all minority groups including the Jews, the

Communists, the young, the students, and the workers,

because their strength lay in a policy of unity of all

peOples.

The newspapers used a clever technique. By criti-

cizing the Nazis for persecuting minorities, they hOped

to appeal to the still-free minorities to work in the

Resistance and to the masses to wake up and realize what

was happening to individuals. By making the stories per-

sonal, by talking about families breaking up, they hoped

to appeal to other families to join the Resistance and

fight.

It is fair to conclude that the French underground

newspapers unanimously realized that liberation could not

come for as long as the Germans remained in France and

drained her of her food, her workers, and her peOple.



CHAPTER IV

USE OF ANTI-VICKY PROPAGANDA

Vichy Power
 

In the spring of 1942, Laval concluded an agree-

ment with the Germans which gave the French police control

of problems involving anarchism, terrorism, and Communism.

However, the French police had no jurisdiction over punish-

ments for crimes committed against the Germans and at any

given time, the Germans would intervene with French policy.

In 1943, the French police arrested 9,000 people for their

support of Gaulism and Marxism and their acts of hostility

to the Vichy Regime. In the summer of 1944, 80,000 French

people were deported to Germany for similar crimes.61

The Vichy government was inherently anti-Semitic.

The combination of German pressure and French passivity

created one of the strongest policies of anti-Semitism in

wartime EurOpe. Long before 1942 when the Germans sent

Jews to concentration camps, the French set up a purge and

quota system. The anti-Semitism of Vichy government policy

found its roots in French Catholicism and nationalistic

 

61Paxton, Vichy, pp. 296-97.
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sentiments rather than in racism which was imposed by

the Nazis.62

Novick said that Jews were not allowed to teach,

bank, or work in communications or in civil services.

Even though the Vichy government and administration

COOperated with the Germans, the Vichy regime's anti-

Semitism was very much a native product.63 In the fall

of 1942, the French police rounded up about eight to ten

thousand foreign Jews living in the southern zone of France

and deported them to camps.64

However, many of the French peOple did not com-

pletely understand the political position of the Vichy

government. In the beginning of the war, the challenge

of spreading propaganda against the collaborators was par-

ticularly difficult. Paxton claims:

The very existence of the Pétain regime further con-

fused the issue. While the direct German presence

in the northern two-thirds of France left no doubt

where the enemy lay, it was not clear in the south

whether Anti-Germanism meant Opposing Vichy or rein-

forcing its simulacrum of independence and its

nationalistic rhetoric.

To be effective, Resistance needed hope and a

clear target. The thought of pushing the Germans back

across the Rhine seemed an impossibility. Paxton said

 

62Paxton, Vichy, p. 173.
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that Resistance required taking risks and acting against

the law on behalf of a higher good and that the young and

the outcasts had an easy time adjusting to this mode of

life. The Resistance was primarily composed of the young,

the Communists, and old street fighters from prewar times.

Unfortunately, the status of the Resistance magnified the

fears it aroused in solid citizens.66

The Resistance connoted images of lawlessness

which further reinforced the Vichy government's identi-

fication with Germany:

Perceiving the Resistance as a minority of outlaws,

the Vichy regime was drawn even closer into com—

plicity, with the German OCCupation authorities'

effort to crush it. The very logic of Vichy's exis-

tence required it to keep order. The Vichy strategy

of seeking to replace the Germans and restore French

sovereignty in the policy and military fields drew

the strings of complicity even tighter. From the

beginning, the Vichy Regime had found German con—

cessions easier to obtain in those areas that per-

mitted a stronger Armistice and French police to

help keep order.67

Most French people had had confidence in the Vichy

government, but by 1941 their support waned. PeOple were

cold in winter: they had few clothes; textiles were

scarce. They feared the coming winter. They were hungry

and saw no salvation in sight.
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The Newspapers' Response to Vichy_Control

By 1942, all three newspapers Opposed the Vichy

Regime. Novick said that although the resisters were not

consciously mapping out a plan for a future purge, they

alluded to the problem. Défense de la France, which had
 

supported Pétain and had remained cool towards De Gaulle,

now thought the collaborators would have to be punished.

Resisters working for Liberation-Nord claimed that in
 

addition to setting up regional offices and publishing

the newspaper, traitors would have to be penalized at

the end of the war. After the German invasion of the

Soviet Union, in 1941, the Communists aimed their animos-

ity towards the French judges who convicted Communists.

The resisters warned the judges of a future purge.68

Public opinion concerning Pétain was split: some

maintained respect for his World War I heroism while

others condemned him as a traitor. In the early war years,

however, the thrust of the clandestine prOpaganda in the

northern zone was aimed at the invader and not the col-

laborators:

What was present, was the occupier, the Nazi. It

was against this that they must fight. To collabo-

rate with the occupier was infamous. What was impor-

tant was the feelings towards the Germans. What one

thought of the Vichy government was secondary.69
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By keeping the anti-Vichy propaganda as a secondary

target, the resisters working for Defense de la France
 

could work together even though many differed in their

views on Pétain and his government. The attitudes

revealed in articles did not represent all views.70 Philippe

Viannay and Robert Salmon, who wrote most of the articles

for Defense de la France, differed in their Opinions on
 

Vichy. Viannay came from a traditional Catholic family.

He felt that although peOple did not have to agree with

Pétain's foreign policy, they must support his internal

policy. On the other hand, Robert Salmon was a democratic

socialist who supported De Gaulle. Salmon and Viannay

frequently discussed their political views but found room

for agreement in their attitudes toward the Germans: they

would fight to death to get rid of them.71

By the spring and early summer of 1942, however,

Viannay's confidence in Pétain was shaken. A trip to

Vichy made him realize what the collaborators stood for

and that Pétain was not a free person. At the time when

Viannay was recognizing the reality of the Vichy govern-

ment, that it was a puppet of Germany, De Gaulle's role as

leader of the French underground movement outside France

was taking form and Viannay eventually supported him.72
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An article appeared in January, 1942, in Defense

de la France, which was addressed to Marshal Pétain. It

said that the French will not accept the laws which

exclude certain citizens. "Monsieur Marshal, you can

not, you must not be the man of one party. You must be

the man of France. You must not dream to unify half the

73 This statement reflectsnation against the other half."

a desire to support Pétain while longing for him to change

his policies. There is much sorrow in the resister's

words. But at least he has recognized the president's

selfish motives.

Although the resisters working for Défense de la
 

France were not preoccupied with the American posiHion in

  the Pacific, they were concerned with the American pro-

duction of planes, trucks, boats, and cannons. To oost

morale, the resisters discussed the Allies' manufacturing

of artillery and said that "revenge was not a dream, that

sooner or later Hitler would be conquered, that France

would be liberated, and the courage of the Allies would

triumph. To these ends, France must help."74

Unlike Défense de la France, Liberation-Nord took

a strong stand against the Vichy regime at the outset of

the war. Frequent articles enforced the idea that the

Vichy government must fall. The resisters' goal was to

 

73Défense de la France, January 15, 1942.
 

74Granet, Défense de la France, p. 36.
 



42

incite hatred toward Fascism, Nazism, and totalitarianism

which were all symbolized by Hitler and the Vichy govern-

ment.

In June, 1942, Liberation-Nord attacked Laval and
 

the Vichy government. One journalist wrote that Laval's

return to power is a gain for Hitler which means a rise

in the number of French prisoners. The writer said that

Laval thinks the people are stupid. He is only concerned

with himself. He seeks help from the workers but offers

nothing in return to the people. Laval will let Hitler

liberate the French people who are already familiar with

the dictator's promises. The French people must not

accept such treatment. No one must go to Germany.75

In July, 1942, Liberation-Nord attacked Laval

again. The article criticized Laval for saying that 5,000

French prisoners are ready to be freed. The author of the

article raised the question, "When and How?" He then

said that these people would not be liberated: Laval was

only under orders to transmit messages from the Germans

76
but not to deliver freedom to prisoners.

Liberation-Nord maintained its position against
 

Laval and his policies. In October, 1942, a journalist

wrote that until today the Vichy government could continue

 

75Libération-Nord, June 26, 1942, no. 81.
 

76Liberation-Nord, July 17, 1942, no. 85.
 



43

to ignore the Resistance, but now it is forced to recog-

nize the protesting workers.

Of course, Liberation-Nord also criticized Pétain.
 

In December, 1942, an article entitled "The False Pétain"

said that although the Marshal had acted heroically during

WOrld War I, he had not demonstrated his character in this

77
war.

Although Défense de la France and Liberation-Nord
 
 

were situated in the north, their views on the Vichy gov-

ernment varied. While Défense de la France was composed
 

of a group of peOple with diverse political views, their

goal was to save France by ridding the country of the

Germans. Liberation-Nord, which was influenced by the
 

Socialist Party, naturally spread propaganda against the

Vichy government, which leaned to the right.

Even though L'Humanité supported the German posi-
 

tion early on in the war, the newspaper bitterly and

violently opposed the Vichy government. The Communists

felt that the puppet government believed in the leadership

of a few while the Communists believed in unity for every—

one. Criticizing the Vichy government, the resisters

hOped to cultivate a hope and faith in the people in the

Communist movement. The fact that the newspaper's head-

quarters lay in the south of France gave the resisters a

first-hand perspective on the inequity of the puppet
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government. An article appeared in December, 1940, which

Openly criticized the Vichy policy. The author wrote

that the German troops have killed students, that France

was suffering the after effects of the imperialist war,

and that Pétain and Laval and their colleagues impose

their savage repression on the peOple: in contrast, the

Communist Party raises a flag of independence from the

plutocrats.78

In another article, a journalist blatantly con-

demned Pétain:

You are with Laval representing a nation; you do not

ever blush because of this shameful collaboration

which put France at the mercy of Germany and risks

our getting involved in a new war. You are the tor-

mentor of free men starving the peOple and destroy-

ing the families.79

Under the influence of Stalin, L'Humanité denounced
 

the puppet government by comparing life in Moscow to life

in Vichy. In November, 1940, a journalist wrote that

under the Vichy government 1,100,000 people are unemployed.

Pétain and Laval are collaborating with one imperialist

clan against another. The peasants are insulted, the

rich get richer. Capitalism is responsible for the misery

of the war. However, in Moscow, unemployment does not

exist. Stalin and Molotov affirm peace and neutrality.
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The Russian government exonerates the peasants of their

debts and 500,000 tractors have been put at their dis-

posal.80

By setting up a dichotomy between the collaborators

and the Communists, the resisters hoped to lure the peOple

into fighting for their cause. In January, 1941, the

Communists wrote that the Vichy government persecutes the

Communists because they are the only ones who are friendly

with Russia, because they represent the only awakening

element in the French nation. The government has thrown

thousands of Communists into concentration camps. The

resisters sent wishes of confidence to their comrades say-

ing that the future lies in the Communists. "The future

lies in the power of the workers already realized by a

sixth of the world." He then thanked everyone who par-

ticipated in the movement and encouraged peOple to continue

spreading revolutionary propaganda, inspired by humanity.81

Of all the factions of the Resistance movement,

the Vichy government feared the Communists the most. The

Vichy government attributed all acts of terrorism to the

Communists, who gladly took credit.82
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By 1943 and 1944, in addition to spreading prOpa-

ganda in the neWSpapers, many of the resisters also pub-

lished blacklists geared towards warning the citizens of

informers. Regional offices of the larger newspapers

were responsible for this type of publication. The lists

were also used as boycott guidebooks towards warning offi-

cials who were under surveillance and warned others to

change their ways for fear their names might be put on the

lists. However, making up these lists gave the resisters

a source of motivation that one day they would be in con-

trol and would get even with their Oppressors. The resisters

even threatened the collaborators:

In November, 1942, Défense de la France warned police-

men that their lives depended on their attitude, and

two months later in the same view, they added "Friends

of Germany, be fearful and report, if there is still

time, the hour approaches. . . .

Liberation-Nord warned of punishment which would

be visited upon these officials who cooperated with

the new census, aimed at facilitating German recruit—

ment of forced labor. Similar warnings are to be

found throughout the Communist and non-Communist

underground press in 1943-44.

 

 

In May, 1944, the Comité Nationale des Journalistes

came out with a manifesto which stated that the collabora-

tion press in the north would be suppressed at the time of

liberation. A new journalism based on honesty and inde-

pendence would take its place. The new press would not be

controlled by the wealthy, so that the Opinions of papers
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would not be biased. Committees were then set up to

determine future policies. Some matters had to be set-

tled:

Should sanctions be applied only to papers which

were zealously collaborationist, or to those papers

which appeared in the "Free Zone" before the German

invasion be forbidden to appear, or only those which

had appeared under the Germans? If newspapers which

appeared under Vichy were not in principle under-

ground, would they be allowed to reappear under their

old titles?84

A final decision on these questions and others was not

settled until at least two years after liberation.
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CHAPTER V

NATIONALISTIC PROPAGANDA

Pro-Liberation Pr0paganda in Relation

to Political Ideologies

To motivate peOple to work for the Resistance,

numerous articles appeared in the clandestine newspapers

expressing a desire for liberation and peace. To build

the peOple's confidence, underground journalists insisted

on telling the truth. It is important to understand to

what extent the resisters' desires were affiliated with

political rather than nationalistic ideOlOgies and to

cite specific examples which reflected the newspapers'

positions.

Défense de la France inspired the people to sup-
 

port the Resistance movement by spreading propaganda about

the liberation of France. In the first issue, Robert

Salmon said that the newspaper was established to inform

people of the truth. The hour had come to boost people's

confidence and tell them that they were capable of achiev-

ing great things. The newspaper confirmed the reality

that the newspaper was written for and by the French

people. "It is the only French voice which comes at this

moment in the middle of lies and false flatteries. It

has the only right to speak in the name of France. It

48
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verbalizes what each individual is thinking to himself:

that France will not allow herself to be strangled or

seduced."85

In the same issue, the author of an article wrote

that although the first match has been lost, victory was

still possible. The war is not over. Know that a united

France is invincible. The Germans are trying to defeat

our morales by spreading propaganda. They use our spirits

and turn what they find into false or incomplete reports.

They introduce suspicion. They want to disunite us. The

author then provided a solution to the problem by saying

it was necessary to regroup the French people and tell

them the truth. "We must fight for unity, truth and honor.

Fight with us."86

Journalists writing for Défense de la France said

that in the midst of lies, their newspaper was the sole

source of truth: "What we must know is whether or not we

are at the end of a race or if there is still enough youth

so that we can continue to guide our destiny."87

In January, 1942, Défense de la France once again

stressed the importance of unity against the enemy. We

must destroy all that has been built by the enemy. We

must destroy the old government policies before building

 

85Défense de la France, no. 1, 1941.
 

86Défense de la France, no. 1, 1941.
 

87Défense de la France, no. 1, 1941.



50

a new government. We are selling confidence, a love for

the good, a love for France.88

To inspire peOple, the journalists frequently

used quotations from novelists. They also created slo-

gans. In the first issue Of Défense de la France, one

89

 

journalist quoted Tolstoy, "The salute is in you."

Resisters repeated these words periodically in later

issues. A particularly inspirational slogan appeared fre-

quently in Défense de la France: "If you make 100 people
 

read the newspaper, or if you c0py it 100 times, all of

90
France will have read it." Défense de la France struggled
 

for liberation. Although the newspaper was not influenced

by a particular political party, it was ultimately moti-

vated by and therefore supported De Gaulle, chief of the

Resistance.

Philippe Viannay broke his affiliation with the

Vichy government. He had to choose between General Henri

Giraud and De Gaulle. In one article, Viannay compared

the two leaders:

Giraud, the knight without fear, is particularly

known by men of tradition. The whole army has an

absolute confidence in his values. Finally, any men

of good will who believed in Petain and were deceived

are turning now toward Giraud.

De Gaulle, by his gesture of 1940, having gathered

much approval of men of honor and men of shrewdness

 

88Défense de la France, January 1, 1942.
 

89Défense de la France, no. 1, 1941.

90

 

Défense de la France, no. 1, 1941.
 



51

. . . has been the hOpe of suffering France.

Finally, respectable men of republican principles

are supporting him. Each one of these people rep-

resents a particular aspect of the nation. 1

Defense de la France supported De Gaulle, and

Viannay eventually realized that former Pétainists and

reactionaries supported Giraud while people on the left

supported De Gaulle. When De Gaulle no longer spoke of

Giraud, Défense de la France no longer supported him
 

either.

The movement became Gaullist, in part, because of

political events and, in part, because De Gaulle's niece,

Genevieve, joined the movement. Through her, the news-

paper obtained the true facts about the General and his

plans. She made the resisters read his speeches which

most peOple ignored early in the war. The resisters

appreciated the independence and strength of De Gaulle and

were convinced that he was not as ambitious or as adven-

turous as the Vichy and German prOpaganda had made him

out to be; rather he was an austere and passionate patriot,

attached to his work. His goal was to salute the grandeur

92
of his country.

The turn which Défense de la France took in favor
 

of De Gaulle remained firm even though Genevieve was cap-

tured and deported to Germany in 1943. The newspaper
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reflected its support of De Gaulle by using frequent

citations from his books and speeches. The newspaper also

shared the General's view about the creation of the Fourth

Republic. It called for a new regime which must be demo-

cratic and progressive.93

Christian Pineau and his trade-union and social-

ist friends influenced the political ideology behind

Liberation-Nord. The newspaper expressed the Opinions
 

and hopes of the working class and the intellectual elite.

It was also influenced by Leon Blum's ideas on socialism.

However, the political orientation did not interfere with

the resisters' support for De Gaulle, which grew consis—

tently throughout the war. The newspaper extolled a

patriotism based on an anti-Nazi, anti-Vichy, anti-

capitalist, anti-totalitarian philosophy. The newspaper

professed a desire to return to democracy and a republic.94

One journalist wrote:

The liberation of territory must correspond to the

liberation of a nation. It is because General

De.Gaulle took a double engagement in a single bound,

that from the first day, Liberation-Nord was engaged

in a double fight.95
 

The movement called for a government that would

govern in the interests of the nation. The movement
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wanted rulers who would destroy the collaborators' policy

of blackmailing. In October, 1943, another journalist

wrote:

The Republic is the government of the peOple, by the

peOple, by the mandates named by the peOple and taken

away by the people: this is democracy. Our poli-

tics consist, after liberation, of freeing the nation

from the hateful tyranny of the power of money and of

the economic feudalism which has found here a way 8%

making heard those who do not know about politics.

Many articles in Liberation-Nord expressed a
 

desire for freedom. On July 3, 1942, an article appeared

about the French national anthem, "La Marseillaise." The

resisters in the north found it difficult to believe that

the Vichy government ignored the celebration of the 150th

anniversary of the song which talks against foreign domi-

97 Later that month, the northern resistersnation.

expressed their envy of the resisters in the south who

took the initiative to celebrate Bastille Day, which com-

memorates the destruction of the Bastille, the castle-

like fortress in Paris built in 1369. It was used as a

state prison until it was stormed and destroyed in 1789.98

Slogans appeared in the newspaper similar to those in

Défense de la France: "Don't forget: our circulation is
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a duty of your courage,"99

and demoralize the adversary. To sabotage is to fight.

Many people who belonged to Liberation-Nord were

also members of the Socialist Party. Some were members

of trade unions. Others were members of the underground

socialist party, Comité d'Action Socialiste (C.A.S.),

which was friendly to Liberation-Nord. Granet discussed

the relationship between movements and parties:

In all due recognition to the merit of particular

movements in the Resistance, Libération thought that

the parties would also have their role to play after

the war. Movements and Parties do not Oppose each

other, each to its place, its need to be determine

and "To sabotage is to paralyze

.JOO

d.101

This point is crucial to our understanding the role

of clandestine newspapers in relationship to resistance

movements and political parties. An article written in

April, 1943, explains further:

The movements did not replace the parties which would

play their normal role after the war. The government

presided by General De Gaulle will be a government

for national defense and republican defense charged

to lead France to victory and to prepare her to

return to a legal republic. . . . The Republic will

insist on large spiritual families which will form

parties led by the test of purity and other origins.

Jean Texier, a leader Of Liberation-Nord, envisioned

the regeneration and regrouping of former parties, of those
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who at least had been resisters, and not the constitution

of new parties. He was thinking of certain forces and men

on the left who had tried to imagine a working partner

after liberation.103

When Christian Pineau was asked in February, 1941,

whether or not Liberation-Nord was Gaullist, he responded,

"We have only one Party: France, and one enemy: Nazism.

The rest for the moment is secondary."104 In January,

1942, Pineau was forced to take a more precise stand:

De Gaulle or Pétain? De Gaulle? For all the patriots

he is the symbol . . . for those who thought of the

destiny of the country for whom the word of honor has

conserved the sense. . . . Behind De Gaulle, the Free

French have died, for the Cause of our prisonersi for

the lost provinces, of our future liberty. . . . 5

In December, 1942, the newspaper referred to De Gaulle as

the movement's leader.

According to Michel, of all the parties the Commu-

nist one changed the most in its attitude in conformity

with the course of the war. L'Humanité's fight for libera-
 

tion was smeared with Communist propaganda. Michel said

that the Party "swung from neutrality towards Nazi Germany

to the most savage struggle against her."106 After the

Russo-German pact was broken in 1941, L'Humanité went so
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far as to suggest that a Franco-Soviet friendship replace

the German-Soviet Pact which ultimately would contribute

to a durable peace.107

L'Humanité was always filled with highly politi-

cized inspirational slogans and statements. Unlike

Defense de la France and Liberation-Nord, L'Humanité
 

recognized only the Communists as the saviors and not

the Resistance as a whole. The newspaper's direction of

propaganda did not lie in the patriotism Of France but in

the Communist Party. As early as August, 1940, the Commu-

nists revealed an enthusiastic confidence in themselves

as a means of arousing peOple's faith in the Party.

In the summer of 1940, one journalist wrote:

There is only one party in sight. There is only one

partywi'th reason. There is only one party that has

not been proved an accomplice: only one party which

has had the courage to fight. This party is the

Communist party, the French party of the people at

the service of the people.10

The drive behind the Communists was to attract all kinds

of peOple to resist the Nazis.

That men and women of good wish, that the old and the

young unite in the town, in the village, all over in

pOpular committees of solidarity . . . to organize

assistance for refugees, strikes, the sick, the

wounded, to organize a revitalization which in numbers
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in isolated communities can create a spirit of

brotherly solidarity based on the principle one

for all for one.

L'Humanité issued such statements as: "Long
 

live the Communist Party, the hOpe of the people of

France. Long live the government of the peOple, at the

service of the peOple." Firey slogans appeared in the

newspapers: "Don't throw away this paper, circulate it."

Headlines aroused the people: "Enough French Blood!“

The Communists attracted people by talking about familial

catastrophes: "Mothers, wives Of prisoners of war, work-

ers without resources are chased from every enter-

prise. . . ."110 In January, 1941, one author wrote,

"Courage and confidence, Comrades. The future lies in us.

The future lies in the cause of Communism. . . . The

future is in the power of the workers."111

In February, 1941, to inspire the people a resister

referred to the historical roots of the Communist Party:

On February 23, 1918, the Red Liberation Army of the

peOple was born. The Red Army is the largest army

in the world. The Red Army cultivates the hopes of

the workers in the entire world. . . .

It is the army of the workers and of the free

peasants, the army of the Revolution of October, the

army of the dictatorship of the proletariat.112
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Stalin and Molotov signed the Russo-German Pact

without consulting the International Russian Communists

and some of the French Communists thought that Geobbles

was spreading false propaganda because ever since 1935,

the USSR and the International Party machine had vehe-

113
mently Opposed the Nazis. The signing of this pact

created the greatest problem for the French Communists:

There the Communists were torn between their duty to

their country and loyalty to their ideology: the

rigidity of Stalinist monolithic theory left them

no room for manoeuver. . . . In the Communist press,

the USSR was no longer held up as the country of

peace; it now showed the way to war and road to

liberty. It was still praised to the skies as the

only true democracy. . . .y

In all countries the columns of the party's

clandestine press were full of his (Stalin's) ser-

vices and catalogues of his accomplishments. . . .

Communists in all the occupied countries, there-

fore . . . followed the same clandestine warfare

strategy aiming towards broad-based unity, contin-

uous bellicosity in the short term and "mass action"

to further simultaneously the material interests of

the worker and the liberation of the country.114

From 1943 on, the Communists played an increasingly

important role in the Resistance. Their clandestine press

had the largest circulation and as a whole the movement

was responsible for news and the most sensational acts of

sabotage and assassinations. According to Michel, amidst

their pro-Stalin and pro-Russian stand, they still managed

to support De Gaulle:
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Probably following directives from Stalin, the party

resigned itselfto an important but secondary role;

it lined up behind General De Gaulle and took its

place in the limited Resistance: it played the demo—

cratic game; more important still, it made efforts

to restrain the revolutionary tendencies resulting

from occupation . . . it advised the workers againsn

striking and on his return from the USSR Maurice

Thorez himself disarmed the "patriotic military. 15

The Comparison
 

The Resistance newspapers fought for liberation.

Their prime objective was to rid themselves of the German

invaders and to bring down the Vichy government. The

difference between the newspapers lay in their means of

achieving liberation. All three newspapers supported

De Gaulle to one extent or another. After some delibera-

tion Défense de la France supported the General and recog-
 

nized him as the leader of the Resistance. The social-

ists' views expressed in Liberation-Nord did not inhibit
 

support for De Gaulle. L'Humanité, which was so heavily
 

influenced by Stalin and the Communist Party, supported

De Gaulle out of necessity. Stalin was cautious to keep

the French Communists in their place so that they would

not gain too much power. Of the three newspapers,

L'Humanité was most influenced by a political ideology in

determining a policy for fighting for liberation.

According to Michel, all resisters believed that

the collaborators should be punished and that De Gaulle
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was the leader and symbol of the Resistance movement. As

soon as De Gaulle could prove he was speaking for the

whole Resistance, he presented himself to the major Allies

as the mouthpiece of the movement; it was his leadership

which finally ended the Vichy regime and its pretenses.116

According to Almond, the most important function

of the Socialist groups was the publication of newspapers:

. . . As a matter of policy they (the Socialists) did

not engage in militant resistance as a party. There

can be little doubt on the basis of available evi-

dence that the Communists in contrast to the social-

ists greatly strengthened their political position

through their role and tactics in the Resistance.117

Michel furthers Almond's point by saying that although the

socialists were a major factor in the Resistance, "they

were the theorists rather than the leaders; with an eye to

the post-war period, they attempted to channel it towards

certain programs, their own."118

However, that is not to say the Communists and

Socialists were politically and selfishly motivated and

that those people who were inspired by De Gaulle and purely

nationalistic desires were not selfish as well:

Even De Gaulle's most circumspect apologists have

not denied that the General and his friends seduously

exploited the circumstances of the Resistance
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experience to build m sti us that has remained

De Gaulle's most perSlstent attribute.119

Moscow directed the French Communists' policy of

"unity of action" among the Resistance groups. The French

Communists had to support this policy because they relied

on the French and British for military supplies; without

the Communists' cooperation, the Resistance movement would

120
not have supported the Communists. The French Commu-

nists promised to support De Gaulle but L'Humanité still
 

gave precedence to the Red Army's victories and to Stalin's

policy statements.121

However, the French Communists' policy of "unity

of action" was clearly limited in time, until liberation,

and eventually, it was evident that they were not willing

to merge at the risk of losing their own identity.122

Although they supported De Gaulle officially, they did not

back him as much as he had hOped and frequently did not

live up to their commitments.123 Moscow's purpose was:

. . . To make it easier for the French to rally

their armed forces against the enemy, to increase

Soviet prestige among the French people and to

 

119Edward Mead Earle, Modern France, Problems of

the Third and Fourth Republics (New York: Russell and

Russell, 1964): p. 256.

120

 

Rieber, Stalin, p. 32.

121Rieber, Stalin, p. 34.

122Rieber, Stalin, p. 59.

123Rieber, Stalin, p. 42.
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facilitate the efforts Of the French Communists to

capitalize in their new-found prestige as a leading

factor in the Resistance.124

In fact, the French Communist Party was the only

party which maintained its identity and cohesion before

and during the war. Rieber clearly sums up the French

Communist position:

. . . The French Communists had the advantage of a

well-organized clandestine force, an uncompromising

attitude in the struggle against the combination of

their own and the enemy's propaganda machines spread-

ing the word of the Communist preponderance in the

underground struggle.125

However, according to Wright, even though the Com-

munists gained so much strength during war,

in the end, . . . its strength was offset by the

growing prestige of Charles De Gaulle whose Free

French movement served as an alternative pole of

attraction. By 1943 . . . he was able . . . to

establish himself as head of a kind of an unofficial

government in exile.126

Thus, we have seen that many people struggle for

liberation. The Communists strived to attain control

through an organized party. Their goals were not alto-

gether selfless. Rather, they wanted power and prestige.

Those resisters working for Défense de la France and
 

Liberation-Nord wanted liberation for France, before con-
 

sidering internal political policies. Party politics

could wait until after the war.

 

124Rieber, Stalin, p. 54.

125Rieber, Stalin, p. 85.

126Wright, France in the 20th Century, p. 148.



CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this thesis is to explore the var-

ious types of propaganda used in the French clandestine

press during the early years of WOrld War II, 1940-1942,

and to determine to what extent three newspapers were

influenced by specific political ideologies. The thesis

examined the background of the underground movement as a

whole, including the political climate, the evolution of

the Resistance movement and their use of prOpaganda, the

birth of the clandestine press, the German response to it,

and the production of newspapers.

All three newspapers bitterly complained about

the German presence in France. To rid the country of the

invader meant to many a preliminary step to solving inter-

nal problems. Both Défense de la France and Liberation-
  

Nggg opposed the Germans from the onset of the war.

However, due to the Russo-German pact, L'Humanité did not

condemn the Germans until the pact was broken in 1941.

After that, the French Communists regretted their mistake

and began a campaign against the Germans. All three news-

papers complained of the hardships the French peOple
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suffered, including a lack of food and clothes due to the

Germans' policy of draining France of her resources. The

resisters also complained about French laborers being

forced to go to work in Germany. All three newspapers

expressed anger against Germany's persecution of the Jews.

Although Liberation-Nord and of course L'Humanité were
 

 

concerned with the mistreatment of the Communists, Défense

de la France was almost as afraid of them as they were of

the Nazis and consequently not too sympathetic towards the

Communist minority. Although L'Humanité expressed con-
 

tempt towards the German persecution of Jews, they lumped

the Jews with all minority groups, including themselves,

who suffered. Their policy of "unity for all" meant that

no one should be persecuted.

Not everyone was against the Vichy government

from the beginning of the war. After all, it was the

French government run by French people. Defense de la
 

France was composed of a variety of peOple with different

political views. Because of this, initially, they limited

their propaganda to that against the German invader. Some

members of the movement supported Pétain and it took them

a trip to Vichy to realize the crimes of the collaboration

government. By 1942, Défense de la France avidly protested
 

the Vichy government and supported De Gaulle. Libération—
 

H259 and L'Humanité condemned the Vichy government from
 

the beginning. Their political views leaned to the left,
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which naturally Opposed the Vichy Regime, which leaned

to the right.

Défense de la France had no particular political
 

bias and by 1942 supported De Gaulle and fully recognized

him as chief of the Resistance. While many resisters

working for Liberation-Nord were members of the Socialist
 

Party and many of their ideas were socialist in theory,

the newspaper supported a goal of liberation for France,

they recognized De Gaulle as their leader, and did not

allow their political bias to interfere with the policy

of a unity in Resistance. L'Humanité, on the other hand,
 

was influenced by Stalin and Russia, which frequently

interfered with their OOOperation with the rest of the

Resistance. Being opportunists, they supported Germany

in the beginning of the war, thereby delaying a strong

position of unity among all resisters. Second, they sup-

ported De Gaulle only out of necessity to OOOperate and

because Stalin feared the French Communist Party would

grow too strong. He felt he had to keep control of the

French Communists. Third, the Communists' policy of

"unity for all" only went so far as they did not have to

sacrifice any of their standards or beliefs. Fourth, the

Communists' means of achieving liberation meant complete

faith and trust in the Communist Party.
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Thus, in an overall view of these three under-

ground newspapers, the Communist newspaper differed the

most in that it was so heavily politicized under the

influence of the Russian Communist Party. All three news-

papers strived for liberation. The fact that De Gaulle

came out as chief of the underground reinforced the point

that the strength of the underground movement lay in a

policy of the liberation of France meaning out with the

Germans and down with the Vichy government. Political

biases and party preferences were secondary and would be

considered more seriously after the war.



EPILOGUE

When the Allies landed in France in 1944, the

French Resistance movement had achieved the widest degree

of unity France had ever known. De Gaulle was primarily

responsible for the achievement and out of the confusion

of the war, a new political forum emerged: Gaullism.

Of the three newspapers, Liberation-Nord was the
 

only one which disappeared after the war, once its mission

had been accomplished. At the end of 1944, Défense de la
 

France became France-Soir and began printing in the old
 

office of l'Intransigeant where the Germans had also pub-
 

lished Parisen Zeitung. Until 1946 its masthead read
 

"Défense de la France, founded under the occupation of

July 14, 1941." After France-Soir announced that quad-
 

ruplets were born in one hour and nine minutes, the mast-

head changed to "the greatest circulation and the greatest

sales of all French Newspapers." In the course of libera-

tion, in Paris in 1944, L'Humanité along with one other
 

newspaper took over the printing facilities at Le Petit

Parisien, a collaboration newspaper. Today, it is the

most important Communist newspaper in France.
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