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i.

Introduction

Some introduction is needed to the Diary which forms the core
of this study. In its published form, the work fills four volumes
with e total of 2,077 pages. As a diary, it is, of course, prim-
arily the personal record of the mature years of William Bentley,

D. Do, who was the pastor of East Church, Salem, Massachusetts,
from 1783 to 1819, the year of his deathe. During that period of
approximately th:l.ﬂ:y-tivo years, Bentley faithfully covered those
pages with what he once called, "my unavoidable Share in the busi-
ness of life."

If his Diary had recorded nothing more then that it would be of
interest, for the pastor's share was taken from the center, and it in-
ocluded some part of every significant area of human activity. But
Bentley never intended to confine his Diary to the pastoral duties
of a New England olergyman, for at the beginning of the year 1790
he resolved: "This year every day to be noticed, either for natural,
political, civil, moral, or religious ocourrances, &0." This is the
spirit wh?oh raised his Diary from the insignificance of an ephemeral
journal to the stature of a contemporary history.

This study then is devoted to the historical theory that the
most successful method of recovering the true spirit of a period of
the past is to become thoroughly acquainted with a key men who lived
through those years. The breadth of Bentley's influeﬁtial 1life and
the soope of his voluminous Diary ocombine to make him an excellent
choice for such a study. My central purpose has been to use Bentley,
through the medium of his Diary, as a commentator on his timese It was
necessary, in order that his comments might be meaningful, to recon-
struct the general background of the period, but, wherever possible,
Bentley has been allowed to speak for himself. It is only he who can
reunite great names with their personalities, who can return great e-

vents to the contemporary significance. It is only he who can restore



ii.

his New England to life in all its complexity, and therefore, it is
upon the value of his remarks that the worth of this study must

reste.



Chapter I
Bentley the Man

In an address on the Rev. Williem Bentley, Marguerite Dalrymple
told how on one Sundsy durimg the War of 1812, a rumor spread in the
church serviee that the frigate Constitution was in Marblehead harbor,
endangered by two British oruisers. When Bentley heard it he oried,

This is a time for action, not words, let us go to do

what we eP to save the Constitution, and may God be with
us, Amen,**

Perhaps no better illustration eould be found of the mammer in
which the Reve. Bentley happily combined his interest in the world to
ocame with his participation im the world of which he was a part.

Bora at Boston, June 22, 1769, he was the som of Joshua snd Elise-
beth Bentley, and he looked back upom sn sneestry of military men,
for he wrote to President Madison in 1814:

My sncestor came to imerica in 1711. He was a young of-

ficer under the Duke of Marlborough in Flanders, & was

sent by Queen Anme to Canada. He was lost by the pilots

on inticosta. His only child, my Grsmmdfather, intended

for the navy, fought under General Popgorcll in Canada in

1746, My father was with Wolfe in ]769 imn the year of my

birth, & is now living at 90 years.“°

The boy was named Williem in honor of his maternal grandfather,
Willism Paine, & man of some means in Boston. Mr. Paine was gresatly
attrasted to his namesaks, in fact, so much 80 that he almost came be-
twoen William and his paremts. Im recording his grandfather's desth,
Bentley says: ‘

It was by his generosity, I was educated at Cambridge, &

he omtimued through life sn unceasing bonorastor. Nay
my gratitude be as unceasing as his goodness.®°

le I, xxx. All referemces in this form will be to volume emd page of
the Diary of Willism Bentley, D. D. (Salem, 1906-1914), 4 Vols.

2. IV, 284.

80 I. “
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That William Bentley never forgot the benefits of his favored
position is testified by s entry im his Diary, made but a few years
before his deaths

By en education in the femily of my @ [rand] l'[d;hor]

Paine I hed advantages I should never have cbtained at

home. It is true my father with a better than common

oduoation distinguished himself by an uncosmon neglect of

education in his children, & some of them were cbliged to

‘1:: ::;tzuotiu after they had reached a period far abowve

William entered Harvard College in 1773, at the age of fourteen,
and "was early distinguished for his mstural talents, and for his um-
common soquisitions in olassical and gemeral litersture."Se Ne grad-
usted with henors four years later, snd was immedietely employed in
the Latin Grammar Sehool in Bostom, where he had beea fitted for ool-
lege. In 1779, he was preceptor of the North Grammar School, but somm
was appointed as Latin and Greek tutor at Harvard. He remained there
until 1783, when he begmm presching as a candideate at the East Chureh,
Salem. Although the senior pastor, the Rev. James Dimmm, looked upon
Bemtley with disfavor, the young pressher with liberal ideas was liked
by the society, for they invited him to be a eolleaguwe pastor, aad he
was subsequently ordaineds In 1788, Reve. Dimsn passed eway, sad
Bentley was left alone in the serviee of East Chureh for the rest of
his life.

M interesting revelstion of Bextley's persemal life is provided
by his New Year reselutions which are somewhat reminigocent of the self-
improvement methods prastioced by Jomsthan Edwards emd Benjsmin Frank-

1lins

4. IV, 206.

6. Jeseph T. Buckinghsm, Specimens of Newspsper Litersture (Bostem,
1850), 1I, 341
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1789. On the next year then I have smmong msny important
duties respecting my mamers, enquiries, & Studies the _
four following of the great consequence & immeadiste use to
me. First, to be more guarded in my comversatiom; secondly,
40 remember that men oan love their vices, & will consider
reproofs as injuries, & therefore be watehful...thirdly, to
sttend partioularly to the charaster of Clergymen; fouzthly,
to remember charity begins at home, & lay up in Store.®*

Again in 1790:

Purposes for the emsuing year in my profession. To

at the Leoture of the Soriptures. To catechise the ohil-
dren once a month after the Commmion from April to November;
To preserve the expositions in a separate Volume. To re-
vive my knowledge of the Hebrew & Oriental Languages. Crit-
ically examine the Greek Testament, &o. To go over sgain
the principal Latin & Greek Classics. Im morality, to odbey
the Gospel.7. :

His montion of study snd lamguage here give but an indication of
his intellectual eotivity im this respect. Judge Waters testifies
thet Bentley mot only read with facility more than twenty differeat
languages, but also wrote and spoks most of the popular langusges of
Burcpee 80 recognised was he es a linguist, thet the oredentials of
the Tunisian imbassedor were sent from Weshingtom to be translated by
him. Although his theology would have horrified the old Puritemn ai-
vines, plans of study suoch as these would have met with full spprovals

At the end of April & plan for extending kmowledge of arts

& soiences two hours every day for cguue Studies.~-ind

two parts of deys for Philosophy &e.”°
A few months later he had settled on this smbitious schedule:

Monday some part for Greek, & Tuesday for fremch, & Wed-

nesdey for Latin, & Thursdey for Spanish er Italisn &

Pridey for German, duteh, Sclavonian & their various die-

leots, & Saturday & Sundey for Philol in relatiom to

the Versiong, & Texts of the Hebrew & ek Seored
Seriptures.”*

6. I, 134.
7. 1, 228.
8. I, 3.
9. I, 43.
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4.

How far Bentley was removed frem oomfining his studies snd inmter-
ests to anything resembling narrow theology, is clearly shown im his
gentle oriticism of a Christmas sermom delivered by his close friend
and associate, James Freeman:

Head he dropped the spiritual & typical part altogether

and adduced Virgil's poem in favour of the united consent

in the morals of the gospel or had he adduced even Plato's

discription of a just man, he might not have rendered tho

discourse less valuable to my taste.lO

Despite his soholarship he found time to be a beloved pastor as
well as an extremely sotive ome. His popularity with the childrea of
the congregation is proved by catechism classes mumbering more than
oni hundred. On Saturday, he would oftem take groups of them on
hikes alomg the seashore, lecturimg om the natural revelatiom of God
as revealed in shells, plants, aad fish. In one entry of the Diary,
he speaks of delivering lestures om Geogrsphy and the English lang-
uege. His private interests had no bounds. He played sa important
part in the formation of the Bast India Marime Soeiety. In October,
1799, be wrote:

It is proposed by the New Marine Scciety, called the East
India Marine Sooiety, to make a Cabimet. This sooiety

has been lately thought of. Capt. Gibaut first mentioned
the plan to me this summer & desired me to give some plan
of articles, or a ssetch...0n Ssturdey last, Capt. Gibaut
brought me the u'eiolu & begged & revisiom of them, I

geve him my ideas.

This society was formed inm November, 1799, with fifty-three members,

fifty of them osptains in the Indies.

Dr. Bentley's intimecy with the many ship-masters of his parish
who sailed from the grest port of Salem, gave him an smasing knowledge
of every part of the world, although he himself never left New Eng-
land. He acted as a self-appointed look-out frem a ventage point known

10, II, 369.
1. I1I, 321.



as "Bentley's Rook."” There, frem a tower built for him by one of his
parishiocners, Capt. George Crowninshield, "he used to sesn the horisom
for the incoming sail, and the moment his spyglass made sure of the
long swaited ship, he would raise a pemnant on the flagstaff of the
tower, that all might know the glad tidings. Sometimes he would e¢limb
the leckout with a heavy step, to heist the signal st half-mest when
some mariner brought news of disaster."l2e

The ship-masters must have delighted inm bringing curiosities to
their pastor, fer among their presents and exhibits were found, the
image of a Chinmese Mandarin, gold boxes from Malay, stone tables and
Imives from Jepm, teeth of the Agouti from the Spenish Main, a horm of
the Unisora Rhincceros from Africa, eyes of a South Sea squid, coins -
from the world over, and countless strange plants smd insects. Using
these gifts and whatever studies he could make in the vioinity, Bemtley
formed a large private cabinet of Natural History, "until the estab-
lishment of the Salem Museum, in which he took an astive part, induced
him to depesit his eollection where it would be more useful."13.

He was very active in Freemssonry, snd his Diary attests to the
fast that he held high office in that orgmnization. He was interested
in the buildings of Salem, noting their ocomstrustion snd repair. The
Diary eontains deseriptimns with specifications of the bridges st Essex
and Charleston, and if a factory was erected that the pastor could
visit, a notation of the building end the machinery it housed was sure
to turma up in his records. Something of Bentley's devotion to the
ships of Salem has been mentioned, and suffice it to say that he sew
and recorded the lsumching of every vessel in Salem during his ministry.

12. Prances Wimwar, Puritan City (New York, 1938),202.
1S. Buekinghem, op. ocit. II, 344.
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Rev. Bentley's pen was also very astive throughout the years of
his ministry. In addition to the four volume Diary, and a notebook
oontaining eoriticism of mew publications, he left 3,300 sermens. In
1794, when Williem Carleton began publishing the Salem Gesette,
Bentley was indueed to comtribute semi-weekly summaries of foreign
snd domestio news. For a leng period during which Carleton suffered
severe illness, Bentley, as sn act of friendship, managed the psper
alone.

While engaged in this task, he began a eorrespondence with Pro-
fessor Ebeling of Hamburg which was to last the lifetime of the
German. Ebeling was preparing a history and geography of the United
8teates, and sought materials from Bentley. This may have been the
motive for the news summaries, for the pastor was never paid any wage
for this task which he continued to perform for nearly a quarter of
a century. Mr. Buckinghem writes:

The various newspapers, received in exshsnge for Carleton's

peper, Mr. Bentley was acoustomed to pasck in the neatest

manner, and send to Professor Ebeling, with an index to

such papers snd artiocles as he deemed most importent. In !

return for sush books as Mr. Bentley sent to him, the Pro-

fessor sent German publioﬁim, but no cash tramsections

ever passed between them,**°

In his indefatigable attempts to get material for Ebeling, Bemtley
evidently attempted to enlist Jefferson im the csuse, for the ex~pres-
ident wrote to Bemtley on Desember 28, 1815s

Dear 8ir,--At the date of your letter of October 30th, I

hed just left home on a journey from which I em recently

returnede I had many years sgo understood that Professor

Ebeling was engaged in a geographical work which would

comprehend the United States, and indeed I expected it

was finished sand published. I am gled to learn that his

ocandor and discriminatiom have been suffieient to guard

hin against trusting the libel of Dr. Morse on this

State. I wish it were in ? power to give him the aid
you ask, but it is not...10e

14, Ibid., II, 342.

16, Thamas Jefferson, Writings, ed. A. A. Lipscomb and A. E. Bergh
(Washington, 1904), X1V, 363.
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7.

After receiving the mews in 1817 of Ebeling's death, Bentley re-
membered him as "en affectiomate, invarisble & provident tr.tng" whom
he had never seem. By a strange twist of fate, all of Bentley's mat-
erial returned to Amerioca, for in an 1818 entry he notess

Pr. Parrar told me that Israel Thorndike, Merchant of

i B S IR

Speculating om this whole incident, Prances Winwar suggests thet
"it is probable that through his [Bentley's] seal for mowledge and
his love of books, Germen culture entered New Englend."17.

In addition te the already memtiomed letters to and from Medisom
and Jefferson, Bentley was also a oorrespondent of Joln Adams end @
friend of John Quincy. In the light of all this tremendous sctivity,
one reads with understanding admirations

Preached two o0ld Sermons, with as great tppnh‘uim of

guilt & as muoch confusion as the' I had stolen from my

neighbours. It is the fault in this case that by a vie-

lation we get hardened. God forgive me.l18e

Iwice in his lifetime, Bentley was offered natienal recognition of
his ebilities, and he refused both the offieces tendered him., The first
came in 1804 when he was offered the chaplaimcy ef the United States
House of Representatives. He says in the Diary that upom a moment's
reflection, "I found eomplisnce impracticable & wrote an answer eo-
cordingly."19¢ The second came two years later when he was tendered
s position promising “"unrivalled honours" im the intended University
of Virginia. Judge Waters seys Jefferson offered Bentley the presi-
dency, but whatever the position, Bemtley wrote a letter tinged with
emotien, earrying his remmoistion of honors whish he said in a former

period of his 1ife would have hed all the wishes of his heart. Al-

16. IV, 528,
17. Winwar, op. oit. p. 201

u. I. "0
19, 111, 122.
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though he was tempted te forsake a situstiom which he felt hed no pro-
£it snd little success from the grest progress of fansticism, yet he
felt holding him strongly the twenty-two years during which the 1ittle
sosiety had discharged all their obligations to him, and eamidst per-
secutions in churoh snd stste, had forgotten all party animosities to
reader him happy.20e

In the last years of his life, the pastor was indeed in a situation
of "no profit" for he records, "two years of Salary are still due &
the part of settlement due im ome year from my ordinstion, meking an
aggragate sum of two thousend dollars."2le In December, a month
later, he writes that several sots of munificence have alone preserved
him from immediate suffering and that, although his future prospects
mist remain unkmown, his fears are greater then his hopefs. He has hed
to pay the performer of the church music he loved 0 well out of hic
111-paid salary.

The injustiee of his situation welled up within the 014 pastor
and foroced a rare lament from his pen:s "These are ill rewards for
thirty-four years labour with no other comsolation than it might de
worse."22¢ Finally, & year later, after he hed offered to settle for
half his due, the committee circulated a voluntary subseriptioa peper
“for the purpose of making good a part of the deficlency & rendering
him comforteble in his edvanced age." The subsoription amounted to
above $975.00, and the neme with smount fer esch subsoriber eppear in
the Diary. Such trestment ooculd have shattered few illusions for Rev.
Bentley, whe in a previocus encounter with the less pleasant side of

20. III, 209.
2l. IV, 484.
22, IV, 490.
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humen nature hed written: “What a terridle distress to my feelings
this would have been when I kmew less of man."23¢ ‘

As to Rev. Bentley's physical appearsnce and habits, Buokingham
gives the only desoription of value,

In stature, Mr. Bentley was below the middle sige; he was

even short, and appeared the more so, because he was al-

ways fat. At the age of fifty-two, he weighed two mmdred

snd fourteen pounds, though hardly above five feet in

height. In his personal habit, he would have done oredit

to the best modern teschers of physioclogy. Personal

cleanliness was a virtue with him, and no day passed

without much exercise in walking, which he believed to

be the best exervise for a scholar. All his writing was

done while he was in a standing posture.24. .

In eddition, he was temperate, retired and rose early, end followed a
simple snd uniform diet, for he had been admonished years before his
death, of an unfavorable heart conditiom.

Although Rev. Bentley never sought distinstien or faevor for him-
self, t_horo was one honor which he wanted and felt he deserved, namely,
the degree of Dootor frem Harvard. When the school withheld the
honor beyond his patience, he revoked the bequest made to her ef his
huge private library and eocllections. He gave his theological beoks
and classical books to Alleghamy College, and the collections to the
Jmericen intiquarism Soociety. PFimally, im 1819, overcoming some ob-
jections concerning his heterodoxy, the University eonferred upom him
the degres of Doctor of Diviaity.

Dr. N. Bowditeh of the University, told him te "prepare te die,
for Degrees are usually forerumners as they are given the Aged whem
their course is finished." Almost exesstly four months later, Dr.
Bentley made en entry in the Diary om Deeember 29, 1819, which that

evening suddenly becams the dste of his desth. The eratiom at his

23. IV, 266.
24. Buskinghem, Op. eit. II, 347.
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10.

funeral was given by & young scquaintance of Dre Bentley, Edward
Bverett, who had resigned his Unitarian ministry to become Professor
of Greek at Harvard, and who was years later to preceed Lineoln eas
main orator at the dedication of the cemetery at Gettysburg.



11.

Chapter II
The Decline of New Englend Calvinism

In the early part of his life, Bentley is said to have been de-
finitely a Calvinisgt, snd while at Harvard was so astive in private re-
ligious meetings that the fellow-students regarded him as being religiocus
overmush. Yet, soon after iu. settlement, "he rencumced Calvinism; snd
both he and his college classmate, James Preeman, of Boston, becsme
avowed Unitariems."26.

How did 1% oome sbout that im the 1780's a young Massachusetts
minister, bora enly thirty-ome years after the death of Cotton Mather
snd but one year after the passing of Jonsthem Bdwards, educated st
Harvard College, ordained im a Congregational church in Salem, would,
or for that matter, sould, be & Unitariea? What hed happemed to the
New England theology? As an attempt to st least partially answer these
questions, the succeeding historical sketsh presents some of the gred-
ual but significant shanges in theological emphasis whioch took place
in New England in the eighteenth century.

As that century began, New Englend Calvinism was suffering &
paralysis as & result of the dootrine of imsbility, that is, the be-
lief that msn is unable evem to repent by himself but must ewait the
deliverance of God. This view of the complete sovereignty of God was
prastical to the early struggling puritans who were sure they were of
the elect. They were amything but fatalists, and somehow the more
rigorous their hardships beomme, the more they were stimalated inte
estivity, The Indians discovered how fiercely the early settlers eould
fight for a predestined vistory. However, when the stimuli were re-
moved and later generstioms grew up in the peace and freedom of New Eng-
lend, snd they were told of their inability before God, they beesms

25. Semuel A. Bliot, ed., Heralds of a Liberal Paith (Bostom, 1910),
I. lw.






12,

spiritually passive and lpl.thotio. As Prenk Hugh Foster ssys, "It has
never been a good way to induce mem to repent to tell them that they
ocamnot."26c Thus it was, that the theology itself wrought spiritual
paralysis despite the encouragement of the Half-Way Covensmt. This
Covensnt allowed parents who were baptised and professed members te
have their ehildren beptized. During his ministry, Bentley's church
ruled:

411 baptized persoms shall obtain Baptism for their ohil-

dren, after being propounded to the Assembly for their

eonsent, without owning a covenant or making any pro-

fession, beside that which they virtually make by reg-

ular sppliocation for such Baptism, & by answe such

rational questions as the Minister may propose.2'e

The church now beesme not merely am association of regenserate
members, but also a school to train up men in religion. The Half-Way
Covenant increased interest in baptism, but the Lord's Supper com-
tinued in neglect. This led to a laxmess which admitted persons to
the Communion without persomal confession of faith. In 1707, in a

discourse entitled The Inexcusableness of Neglecting the Worship of

God Under a Pretence of Being in an Unsonverted Conditiom, Rev.

Solomon Stoddard of Northampton, Massachusetts, openly proposed teo

adopt this lax prastice as the regular attitude of the churches. He
equated the Commmion with the 0ld Testsment Passover, and as such,

was to be bept by all people regardless of their spiritual state. It
was €0 serve as a means of grace in the direction of conversiom.

Going still further, he suggested that even as Christ sent out Judas

to preach, so the ministry ocan be served by ungodly men. This obviously
represents a complete departure from the traditional Congregatiomal
view.

26. PFrank H. Foster, A Genetio History of the New England Theology
(Chioago, 1907), pe

27. I. w.
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That Stoddard's pesition could be for sm insteant maintained im-
plies thet there was much talk on these subjeocts in the churches, and
probably the start of sn umoonverted ministry. Arminianism was aleo
making advences in New Bngland thought, for Jonathan Edwards devoted
the principal work of his life, the Preedom of the Will, to fight it.

This, then, was the "lowest point of religious decline reached im New .
England, whether it be cemsidered from a prastical or a doctrinal peinmt
of ﬂ."ﬁ‘zs.

Such was the spiritual health of New Englemd when Jonsthen Bdwards
beceme full paster of the emurch st Northampton, NMassashusetts, in
1729, upon the death of his gramdfsther, Solomon Stoddard. The theo-
oreacy of the first settlers was being pushed farther and farther into
the background by political and economic forees which neither disputed
nor disearded Calvinistioc theology--but, rather, simply ignored it,.

Now England was becoming involved ia the ways of the 0ld

World, striving for commercial success, eompeting for pro-

fits, tasting power and assuming rights, ready to defend

them legally or otherwise. The spirit of Europesan nation-

alism, ocapitalism, and rationalism, with its apparstus of

political and legal thcorg. was already growing lzscng.

The theoocentric piety of Calvinism seemed doomed.~ve

Ridwards managed to separate Calvinism momentarily from the soeial
eand econamio theories in whioch it had beoome entangled, and by whioh
it was being strangled. His inspired piety snspped a part of New Eng-
land ocut of its spiritual lethargy for nearly a eenmtury. The great
figure of Bdwards drew pupils for the ministry, and it was by this
mesns that he gained two sdherents--co-laborers during his lifetime,
and after his desth successors and leaders im his school. They were

Joseph Bellamy end Ssmuel Hopkins. These men and subsequent New England

28, Poster, op. oit., p. 43.

29, Joseph Harowtunien, Piety versus Moralism (New York, 1932), pe xxi.
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14.
theologians were much influenced by one prinoiple of Edwards which
heas been odloﬂ his theory of virtue. This prineciple was his regard
for "justice as virtuous only whem governed by benevolence."30: Bene-
volence was to work as a gradual softensr te bring the adamsntine
Calvinism into sympathy with eighteenth sentury religious thought.

The construetive eomtributions of Joseph Bellamy (1718-1790) to
Now England theology were ocontained in two works. The one was en-
titled True Religion Delineated, im which he taught that (1) man hes
the ability to repent and it is the preacher's task to urge him to do
80 immedistely; and that (2) God is mo longer the sin-offended party
demanding justioce, but rather is the moral governor of the world.

The other work was entitled The Wisdam of God in the Permissien of
8in, snd as the title would indicsate was an attempt by Bellamy to ee-
copt the ohallenge of the mid-eighteenth century New Englender, smd
show that sin, as a part of the divine plan, made this a better world
than one without sin. In justifying God's ways, he tried to show that
divine government, far from being objectionable, is ultimstely con-

ducive to the welfare of those governed, even by the then current
standards of jutioo.ah .

Bdwards' other 0o-leborer was Samuel Hépkins (1721-1803), who
gathered his theology into the first New Englend system entitled System
of Dostrines (1783). Bentley refers to him as the "Celebrated Smmuel
Hopkins, whose System of Divinity is the basis of the popular theo-
logy of New England,"32e

Carrying on in the benevolent tradition, Hopkins tenght (1) theb
love is God's chief attribute, (2) that if he is happiest im the exer-

350« Poster, op. oit., p. 9l.
Sl. Haroutunian, 2:_ oit., p. 34.
32. IV, 302.
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oise, commmication, and exhibition of his goodness, then the good of
his orestures must be his concern and desire, (3) thet there is no
more distinoctien between eriginal and estual sin beceause there is no
sin but estual sin, (4) that Christ's sufferings were en example of
the pudlic justice of God rather than an atonement, and (5) that men's
depravity is moral, his understanding and will were net lost et the
Fall, and that he still has the full ability to choose between the
alternatives of life and death.

This opened the way to a live evangelism, for Hopkims distin-
guished sharply between regeneration and oonversiom: the former is
the work of God amd renders man willing; the latter is the work of man
himself in performing holy exercises. In this way human efficiency wes
recognised and effeoctive revival preaching besams possidble in New
Bugland.

This was the result of the confliet to determine where right is,
whether it is in the will of God, or im the nature of things. If the
fornor';ftmo, thea wheam God wills some to salvation and others %o dem-
nstion, it is right, besause that is what right is. If the latter 1s
true, then God is bound to ast for the welfare of being, for not even
the sovereignty of God omn justify action above reason. In the mid-
eighteenth century, the New Englsader evidently decided that right
is in the nature of things, as can be shown by a summary of the re-
ligious thought which we have seen him substitute for Puritean Calvin-
iams Men has became not oaly able to repemt bdut able to work out his
own salvation without Christ's stonement, for Christ was merely an
exsmple of the moral life on which good men will model their behavior;
God acts neither out of justice mor vengeanee, but out of bomvolonpo
and is eareful mot to do violemoe to the welfare, rights, or reasoa
of His oreatures. There has been a tremsndous shift from the Bdward-
ian thesis that the end of all orestiom is the glory of God to the
eighteenth century thesis that the emd of all orestion is the heppi-

ness of man.
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Chapter III
Bentley sad the New Theology

Great though these changes in Calvinism were, they were not sble
to check the imperceptible growth of Unitarisniem, that movement whieh
wes ultimately to deliver "the mightiest blow sgainst New England Con-
gregationalism which it ever received."33: The history of Unitar-
ienism goes back to the beginning of Protestantism in England, more
specifically, to the Arminienism which arose as a resstion to the
high Calviniim of the Commomwealth. Arminienism passed into Latitu-
dinarisniem and evolved into Arianism and Unitarianism. The gradual
shift to Unitarimism within the New England Comgregational ehurches
went on quite pessefully throughout the eighteenth century. Al-
though the years between Jonsthan Mayhew (1747) and Henry Ware (1805)
have been dencminated the "Period of Protest", it was in the main o
silent protest. Sammel A. Bliot desoribes the period this weys

Jonsthen Mayhew was indeed a thorough-going heretic, a

modern-minded man, an aggressive Unitarisn, but of many

of his sontemporaries it was charscteristio that they

protested against a hard and oruel theology more by what

they mitted to preach than by what they positively af-

firmed. They simply cessed to talk about the dogmas

that no longer expressed the truth as they had come to

rehend it. What they believed they preashed, and
they did not believe they let alome.34e

Amother fastor which allowed meny Congregational churehes to be-
eome Unitarien without ehenging motieeadly or violently, was the gen-
eral wording of their covemants. In meny cases the members merely
eovenanted to walk tegether in the ways of God as he chose teo reveal
himself to theme Thus it is oonceivadble that the shift to Unitarimn-
isn wes made in some New England parishes without their being really
aware of it. That there was real internal strife and eontentiom in

some of the churches, however, is not to be doubted. Bentley reeords

38.. PFoster, Ope eit., pe 190,
34. Eliot, ‘m eit., I, Introduetion, NePe
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congregations being split into thirds over the ordination of a parti-
cular man, snd much secession with sscompanying trouble over whieh
division hed olaim te the church building and property.

Certainly smmong the chief influences in this liberal directionm
were the college at Cambridge and the political agitatiom of the time.
In the eighteenth century Harvard College was looked upon as & "nest
of sedition” by both political and theological econservatives, snd
many of the early liberal religious thinkers were Harvard graduates.
Both Bentley and Joseph Priestley received the degree of Dostor of
Divinity from Harvard University. 4s for the political fastor, it
is easy to imagine the frisctiom which would arise between a religious
philosophy that held men to de totally depraved and a politiocal philo-
sophy that recognized these smme wioked men as the source of good
government. In choosing between the two, the people of New England
merely altered their theology to fit their polities.

Undoubtedly, sny theologioal significsnce sttributed to Bev.
Williem Bentley must center upom his role as a lesder in the Unitar-
ien movement in its infiltratiom into orthodex New England Comgre-
gationalism. When young Bentley, in his middle twenties, began work
as a oollesgue pastor at Bast Chureh, Salem, in 1783, his liberaliem
ren headlong into the iron conservatism of Rev. James Diman. The
resulting eollision provides a perfect illustration of the pulpit
warfare that often rent many a New England congregation asunder. Rev.
Diman was "a man of grave and swe-imspirimg mien, & stern Puritam of
the o0ld school who grestly disapproved of the liberalism of Dr. Bemtley,
and he may well have disspproved of the eirculstion of books among the
people whom he served for over fifty years."35. Almost immedistely em

S5. James D. Phillips, Salem in the Bighteenth Century (Bostom, 1937),
Pe 265.
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weven quarrel began, with the proprietors of the churech taking the
part of the junior pastor. Per nearly two years Diman neglected te
invite his young collesgue to participate im the secraments of baptism
and commnion. The trouble between the two men seems to have been
dootrinal. The preprietors said among ether things that Dimem hed
almost dissolved the parish by contimming to preash sontrary to their
general wish for msmy years.

Diman regarded Beatley's mimistry as one of "new doctrines, &
fatal innovations.”. The matter was eoncluded by the proprietors*
asking Diman to resigr all public service im the ehureh, to which
the 0ld pastor egreed. In sn address given in 1868 at the 150th
snniversary ¢f the East Church, Judge Joseph G. Waters eontrasted the
two ministers in sueh a way as to give a clear piocture of the dis-
favor with whioch Puriten Calvinism wes being regarded in Bentley's
days

Por mearly a half cemtury, he [Dimanl hed exercised an al-

most despotic sway over this people, training them to walk

in the ways of a theology which admitted no progress save

in the irom ruts which an arbitrary priesthood hed laid

down as the sure and only way to the heavenly kingdem.

How could he bear, with equanimity, as a rival for the

favor of his people, this youthful competitor, fresh and

Jubilant as he then was--full of the spirit of progress--

alive to every good work--his liberal mind richly stored

with every variety of learning, open to and ready to re-

ceive any suggestion of reasom that might aid him in in-

serpreting the soriptures--an sslmowledged chempion for

for the right of private judgment, in all msatters of

faithe..how could elements so diverse and heteregeneous

ever be expected to assimilater36. |

If it was change amd progress the soeiety sought, Bentley was
the man to satisfy them. On the first Sundey after his ordinstiom he
presched om the practical text found im Asts 10:29: "I ask therefore

for what intent ye have sent for me?" Instead of following the text

3. I, x.
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in reeading the seripture lessom, it was his memmer to smmounce the
chspter snd then parsphrase it by using his own thoughts and the com-
mentaries. At times people acoused him of substituting his own Bible
for the sccepted soriptures. His sermon subjects, tur'rru being
other-worldly, were always tied up with, or ecemtered upon, the eur-
rent events of the day. The Bay State Psalm Book had alresdy been
replaced by Watts' collection, and about five years after he beome
pastor, Bentley replaced Watts' with a compilatiom of more modern
hymns which he hed made himself. The third year after his ordinstiom,
the young minister discontimed the old Puritan practice of the week-
dey lecture:

Proposed om all returms of the Cemmumion, to have a short
discocurse after the distribution of the Wine, as a subd-
stitute to any leoture in the week time. The reasons of-
foered were, that a preacher without a family could not
attend to them in the usual forms, & because people could
not leave their business om such occasions. imother ree~
son might be added that the lectures are a relick of super-
otitigu'; end their visible ebuse ies sonstantly before our
oyes.d'e :

Of course, the best direct insight into the kind of preaching
these puritan desoendants wanted to hear lies in the persomal oreed of
Bentley. Although such credal statements are rare in liberal divines,
there are a few entries in the Diary whioh bear upon this important
natters

spril 22 [1786 . I have sdopted many opinions sbhorrems of
my early prejudices, & am still ready to receive truth upon
proper evidence from whatever quarter it may ocome. I think

. more honor done to God in rejecting Xtianity itself in obed-
ience to my convictions than in sny ferver, whioch is pre-
tended, towards it, & I hope that, no poverty which I oan
dread, or hope I can entertain, will weaken my resolutions
to a0t upon my comvigctions. The only evidense I wish te
have of my integrity is a good life, & as to faith, his
ean't be wrong whose life is in the right. You are asquainted
with my avowed disbelief of the Trinity, or of any being,
whe governs, or influences humen affeirs but God the Pather.3¥e

87. 1, 36.
u. I. “0
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stry:

upon

A year later he wrote to a Mr. Mason who was entering the mini-

As to the intimation you leave with me respecting my pro-
fession, I hardly Inow what to write to you. I should
never advige you to enter the ministry, unless yeu had
rationally examined Christismity. And after such examin-
ation I should not recommend preashing, unless you was a
firm believer. By a firm believer, I intend, not one, who
gives an easy credit to mysteries, or renounces his under-
standing on any point of faith, but a man, who, upon the
full conviction of a future moral retribution as the great
point of Christien faith, preaches with sober regard to
the virtuous heppiness of mankind,39. .

By 1792, Rev. Bonﬁloy had beoome more vehement., In commenting
& Quaker preacher he s«ys:

The language of such people in very disgustful to me,

while I venerate their piety, & rejoioce that sny light
whatever is opposed to Calviniem. Such publieat tend

to shake the abominsble dostrine of the Trinity.40.

He also rogords how one Sunday he took the liberty in the mest

oexceptional menner to deliver his sentiments against total depravity.

Later in life, he was equally confirmed in his rebellion against the

legalism of the conservative religious element. Rev. Samel Wor-

cester, a defender of orthodoxy, had refused to pray with a femily

whose father had committed suicide, partly because suicide was oon-

trary to religious law. In an outburst of snger at Worcester and

end his supporters Bentley writes:

The foolhardy wretoh has his Dr. Mussey & his Agents to
Justify him in wounding the feelings of a distressed,
oppressed & sgonising family. Is this Christianity? 1Is
it Orthodoxy? How debased must the character of reli-
gilous Society be which admits a serious division & odious
eontroversy upon such a point as this? Are we behind our
neighbourstéle

In his ereed, then, he has rejested the Trinity, total depravity,

and legalism, while plecing the emphasis om reason and the good 1life.

40,
4l.

I, 121.
I, 3687,
v, 134.
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From these oredal statements is shown the faot that by the time the
lines of the Unitarism eontroversy were drawn by Cheamning, Bemtley was
found holding the position he had maintained for more than a quarter
of & cenmtury.42.

In 1785, the eriginal Episcopal Church of Massachusetts, King's
Chapel in Bocion. became Unitarisn under its pastor, James Freeman.
The liturgy was modified 30 as not to offend Unitarians. Whea Freemsn,
in 1786, professing Unitarimism, sought ordination from Bishop Sea~
bury ia Oonmecticut, he was refused with the result that his owm
chureh ordained him ocongregationally the next year. This is quite
certainly the imcident described in an entry Bentley made in 1802,

Ho relates how after the retreat of British troops from Boston, King's
Chepel became vacant, doth its ministers having died im Emglamd. 4
Dr. Cooper, evidently a man of some influence, sought a minister who
would be asceptable to the Comgregationalists, and whe would break
with the Epissopal Cimirch amd its influence. Most of the candidates
feared that if the liturgy were changed, an ordinatien would be im-
possible. Then, says Bentley,

The worthy Mr. Freeman appeared. He met every diffioulty,

reformed the liturgy, sccepted sm ordinatiom from the

euthority of the members of his own Communion, despising

the Bongregetimalists, b geve himsell & poramert oo

tablishment with grest & growing reputation.4Se

Freeman and Bentley had been college classmates, and the latter
onee wrote that he placed the "highest value upom this men ss a gen-
tlemmn & @ Scholar, as man of religion, with a pure life, of good
opinions without obstinesy, & as the most liberal and judieious

prescher of his times."44* Preeman wrote Bentley about the ordinatiom,

42, Bliot, op. eit., p. 27
“O II. 413.
44. 1II, 36.
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end the latter dutifully inserted the ordinstion address amnd servioe
in the Diary.45. Freemm accepted the ordination and believed it to

be valid and spostolic. This rather high-handed affair did not pass
without bringing protestations from the Episcopal olergy. Bentley re-
ocorded some of the official protests and a few extracts from them will
not anly revesal their vehemence, but will also imply the strength that
Unitarianism mast have had im this eongregation in order to withstand
thems

Boston, Nov® 16, 1787. Whereas eertain persons, oalling
thenselves a majority of the Proprietors of the Stome King's
Chapel in Boston, have of late deolared that the pews of a
mumber of the original proprietors are forfeit on account
of their sbsence, & have sold said pews to persens, who
never were of the Episcopal Churech, & who hold tenets die-
metrioally opposite to said Church, & said new proprietors
have introduced a liturgy different from emy now used in
the Episcopal churches in the United States, & artieles of
faith which in our opinion are unsoriptural, & heretical,
& have thereby deprived msny of the proprietors of said
house of their property,...We therefore the subsoribers
ee¢d0 heredby enter our most solemn & serious dissent &
protest against all such proseedings, & partisularly a-
gainst the settlement, & pretended ordinstion of the said
James Freemsn declaring our utter abhorrence of measures
so contrary to the dootrine, discipline, & worship of an

isoopal churech, & which will include in them a total

ienstion of the property of said house from the use in-
tended by the original dmers, or founders.46.

Handbills sppeared in Salem, containing an excommuniecation of the
Rev. Jmes Freeman from the Protestamt Episecpal Chureh. Bentley, of
eourgse, sided with Preemsn, end regarded him as one of those leaders
of the clergy who are found at the forefront in every religious reform-
ation.

In January, 1788, another more vehememt protest sppeared. The
undersigned Protestant Episocopal ministers declared,

the proceedings of said Congregation usually meeting at the
Stone Chapel, in Bostom, to be irregular, wnconstitutional,

“‘ I. 810
“' I. .8.
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23.

diemetriecally epposite to every principal adopted in mmy

Episcopal churoh; subversive of all order & regularity, &

pregunant with consequences fatal to the imterest of re-

ligion.47.

In spite of such protests, Jmmes Freeman and his congregation re-
mained intect, ed he contimued presching his own dostrines. Their
nature may be judged by a Christmas sermom en the Magnifieat which
Bentley heard, and in whioch Freeman "ebserved that the neme Savior
was not sppropriste & comgratulated all mem & animals upea the hopes
of existence present as well as future.” Thus it happened that
Unitarianism was established in Boston in the late eighteenth eentury,
though "mot yet im any of the Original Congregetiomal churches, st
least professedly.48¢ This umprofessed status of Unitarieaniem re-
mained until after 1814, for im that year Bentley wrote that although
1t seemed agreed that many insline te that doetrine, Freeman's Chapel
at Boston was still the only society which had been formed on Unit-
erien prineiples.

By 1806, the extent of the pregress of the liberal movement be-
gen to make itself evident, for in that year Henry Ware, a Unitariem,
becane Hollis Prefessor of Divinity at Harverd, the chief position of
theolegiocal influence in Massachusetts. ) The begimming of the Unit-
arian controversy is usually fixed at this sppointment. Bentley hes
two entries comeerning this event; bdoth express his ecemplete eppro-
val of the appeintment:

Pebruary, 1805 When the Professor Ware nomimated by the

Corporation was reported to the Overseers of the Univer-

sity, after some silence, Morse dared to objeet in the

most open mamner. And his plea was thet the Professor-

elect was not a Trinitarian, as the foundation required.
The vote ebtained in defiance of all the influence of

47. 1, 87.
48, Poster, op. oit., p. 278,
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this weak and troublesome mem, 30 that Revd. Henry
Weare is our Professor of Divinity. This is a great
point gained for the best hopes of our college at
Cambridge, in the view of the strength of religious
pu-uu.“'

Again,
Dre. Morse...has takem uz the College &t Cembridge &
hes published a Pamphlet of 28 peges with his name
entitled "The true reasons on which the election of a
Hollis Professor of Divinity in Harvard College was
opposed st the Board of Overseers, 14 Pedb. 1806." The
prineipal argument is that Mr. Hollis was a Calvinist,
provided for a Calvinist, & his bounty is violated in
the Choice of Mr. Ware...But if reason be allied te
Religiom Mr. Ware may be as loud a friemd to the Churech
as any of his predecessors....The Professorship may get
new reputation from the last appointment, It must be
mortifying to Morse, Pearson, & men of their stamp,
that they can rule st Csmbridge mo longer. A few years
more & the University must have become sontemptible.50.

This avowed liberalism at Harvard resulted ia the founding of
Phillips Academy at Andover ia 1808, as a suitable plase for the
preparstion of orthodox ministers, Bemtley says that the theolo-
€ioal eollege was first contemplated by Edwardists emd Hopkinsians,
but they merged their contributions with Abbot snd Phillips. Both
Dre Pearson and Dr. Morse, the men Bentley detested, were on the
Board of Trustees. Bemtley prophesies that "the want of harmenmy
between the Theolegical interests at Cambridge & Mmadover, it is ex-
peeted will ocoasion some seriocus embarassments to the new instit-
ution."Sle This attempt to stey the advence of liberalism sppeers
te have been ineffestual, for by 1610 Bentley tells of attending an
ordingti.on et North indover which was from its circumstances sa in-
teresting event. Although the Asedemy or Theological School was op-
posed to the imstitutiom at Cambridge, the Professor of Divinity of

4. III, 141,
60. III, 149.
8l. III, 334.
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Cambridge had full authority in the solemmities, snd the Couneil
and the eandidate were of the same intent.52¢

Although )qt_loy tells of William Ellery Channing being imvolved
in e Trinitarian countroversy as early as 1815, it was not until four
years later that this champion of Unitarianism preashed his femous
sermon at Baltimore. The eccasien was the ordination of a professed
Unitarian clergymsn. He emphasised the validity of hmmem ressom end
man's responsidility for a right use of it. He held that reason was
above revelation, and that God would net reveal himself in truths
which were unreasonable. He them attacked the dostrine of the Trin-
ity on the grounds that it destroys the unity of God and is impessible
to state in seriptural leaagusge. The dostrine of the Trinity makes
God three different bdeings, as does the divinity ef Christ make him
two, one divine, the other umen. These dectrines are neither clear
nor nn;nnblo. The orthodox God amd Christ are uaintelligidble, hence
unbelieveble. His objeetiom to orthodoxy then, was baged on his view
thet human reasom is valid. He pioctured God as being first of all
benevolent, and his jutipo mast be in keeping with his ehief attri-
bute. Applieation of this principle led Chamning to reject total de-
pravity because under plain merality, oreating man with a mind eom-
pletely disposed toward ¢vil would ebsolve him from guilt.

Negses Stuart of Andover Seminary attempted to answer Chaming,
but could not do so effeetively, espesially em the point of the umity
of Christ. The result was that the Unitariens seacrifioced the divin-
ity of Christ to maintaim his unity, amd their oppoments saorificed
his unity in all but words to mainteim his dual neture.58. Stuart,
however, was mm expert st exegesis, and established the dual neture

52, II1I, 540,
§8. Poster, op. cit., p. 299.
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of Christ from seriptural testimony to the extent that he saved the
divinity of Christ for later churches. The Trinity, however, lost
its place as the great fundmmental doctrine simply because men sould
not understand it. This is plain emough in Bentley's Diary, for al-
though in the Convention Sermon of 1808, total depravity emd the
Irinity were warnly asserted to be gospel dootrines, he says little
hope is left for a reformation in these poimts.54e By 1814, writing
of a msn who has been preaching on the "Scheme of Somship", Bentley
refers to the doctrine as having been raised from the dead.55.
Allied with Unitariesnism in its battle with orthodoxy, was
Universalism, a form of liberalism of less ultimate importance, but
one which demands at least a brief oconsiderstion. Universalism was
introdueed into America im 1770, when John Murrsy from London, “thimk-
ing to bury his ruined life in the imerican wilderness, discovered
that some persons in New hglnﬁ were ready for the gospel of uni-
versal salvation which he was under compulsiom to presch."56. He
spread the doctrines of James Relly of London whose beliefs were ex-
pounded in & work entitled Uniem; or A Treatise &{ the Consanguinity

. end Affinity between Christ and his Chmreh. If Unitarians felt that

man was too good to be demmed, Universalists thought God was too
good to dam a man.57.

It is net difficult to imagine thq attitude of the orthodox to-
ward Universalism if we consider the views its adherents held om the
great dootrines of election and judgment. Murray taught that the
elect were elected to & kmowledge of truth in this life, and that they
enter parsdise immedistely upon death. The rest depart into darkness,
not of punishment, but of unbelief or ignorsnce. Some gain enlighten-

54. 1III, 230.
66. IV, 269.

56. J. Krout and D. R. Fox, The Campletion of Independence, (New
York, 1944), p. 167.
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ment in this periocd and resch parsdise, the rest await the final
Judgment where the sheep are divided from the gosts. The sheep are
interpreted to be universal mmen nature, the goats the fallen angels,
snd it is this latter group only which is sent into everlasting fire.
In 1779, Murrsy organised the first Umiversalist churech in Glou-
cester, Massachusetts. Bentley speaks of anocther Murray who was a
‘Presbyterian. He was known pepularly as "Damnation” Murray to dis-
tinguish him from "Salvation" Murray, his Universalist eontemporary.
Of "Salvation" Marrsy, Bentley says:

On Thursday evening of the 29th we were entertained from

the pulpit of the First Church by the celebrated Mr.

M. [urray] the Universalist. His inmtroductiom to thet

shurch we dare not recommend, however he was liberal in

his new vampt mystioisms, out of which he formed a re-

ligious system...rendered plastic by a suffering Ged, &

happy ©o mankind from sm indisoriminating salvation.88.

In 1784, Rev. Charles Chesunsy of the Pirst Chureh of Bostom,

issued Salvation of all Men, the first marked evidence thet Universal-

ism was finding e place in the Congregational clergy. The theme of
this work was that although some men might pass through meany states
of existence, the ultimate result would be hesaven for all. Bentley
records Chamocy's desth in 1787, lists his primeipal works, and
characterises him by saying that "upon the whole he was the most
useful mam of his age, & perhaps the greatest divine of N. Englend ."59-
- The last great Universalist of the period was Hosea Ballou,
prescher and mthor. It was he who effected Universalism's tramsfer
fraa the Trinitarien to a Unitarian basis.80¢ It is interesting te
note that according to Bentley's record, this shift in the dootrine
escurred in Balleu persomally as well, for in 1808 Bentley wrote:

“0 I. 86.
“. I. 580
60. Poster, op. oit., p. 317.
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In the ebsence of Mr. Turner...has sppeared as a
Prescher one Hosea Ballou of Bernard, who is minister
to the united societies in that meighbourhood....He
hag taken a different ground from the Rellyites &
therefore Br not quite so much favour....He is no
Unitarien.”**

However, in 1816, Bentley says:

He,{Ballow, hes sppeared largely from the press, sud
lost much of Calvinism, and is not a Trinitarian.%<e

Ballou taught that God did not hate man after the Fall, and
that eternity after death is universal holiness and happiness be-
esmuse the effects of sin are limited to the state in which they are
eommitteds He argued that salvation must be universal, for God
wouldn't give men a longing for immortality if it was not to de sat-
isfied. MNen esme from God, end must eventually retura to his source
of emmmetion,

The New England theclogiams feared amd fought Universalisam be-
csuse men like Chauncy approved of it while retaining their churches
end their reputations of erthodoxy. After Universalism besams Unig-
trfln. however, it lost most of its distinguishing charscteristiocs,
and the Trinitarians sew that in attacking the more formidable Unitar-
ieanism, they were striking blows at Universalism as well. The re-
sult was that Universalism beoame all but obliterated as a separate
novement .

Thus it happened theat Calvinism lost its plase as the predominant
religion of New England., Inoffensive doctrines and prastices often
econtinued under the label, but in their eenprouicu with liberalism
were hardly mere tham Calvinist in name. Unitarianism hed won its
battle with orthodoxy, but only to wateh the rising power of the
Methodists and Baptists who were conquering the West and the natiom.

él., III, 392.
62, IV, 337.
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In additiom to tracing the great religious ocontroversies at the
turn of the eighteenth century, Bontloy'i Diary is of real interest
in its revelation of some of the incidental persomalities and events
of religious significmce, as seen through the eyes of a participant.
Bentley kmew most of the early Unitarian lesders, and always kept
his fingers on the pulse of New England religious thought and astion.

On June 26, 1785, Bentley made a simple entry:s "Mr. Haslitt
preached in the morning."63¢ This presscher was Williem Haslitt,
father of the English essayist, who had left the Presbyterian min-
istry to become a Unitarien. Aimong his charges in England was eme
ot Maidstone, where he frequently met Dr. Franklin. These mectings
perhaps influenced him in his sailing to imerica in 1783,

Bentley records his appesrance in America im 1784, and calls
him a man of good natural sdbilities, but of excessive seal. He evi-
dently plunged imto imeriesam religious affairs, for he begen pud-
lishing attecks on the Trinity and was censured for heresy in many
places. He had some trouble with Dr. Nathaniel Whitaker, the man
whe intreduced Presbyterian deotrines into Salem, and who wes ad-
vising certainm persons not to recommend Haslitt. Haslitt attesked
Whitaker for having ealled Joseph Priestley an "infamous fellow" just
because Priestley "does not, like you, believe exactly as his murse
has taught, or as the Westmimster divines believed 160 years ago."St.
In additiem to using a sharp pea, the Englishman, while st Phile~
delphia, "delivered a ceurse of lectures im the college on the evi-
dences of Christimity. He is said to have founded the first Unitar-
ien ohurch im Boston, Massachusetts."85¢ The severity of Haslitt's

3. I, 2l.
64. I, 35.
5. DNB, XXV, 317.






temper prevented his sucoess in the parishes, and Bentley notes that
he sailed for Englend sgain in Ooctober, 1786.

Another great figure in early liberal theology was Dr. Joseph
Priestley. He was reared a Calvinist, but became & Soocinian while
at the Academy at Daventry which seems to have been to the eighteenth
eentury non-oonformists, what Immeamuel College had been to the seven-
teenth century puritan dissenters. Priestley entered the mimistry
and did oomsiderable publishing, often consisting of attacks on
treditional Christian dostrines such as the Trinity. By 1785, Bent-
loy was distributing Priestley's estechism which had been published
in extrasts for that purpose. Three years later, in giving his good
friend Cept. B. Hodges instructions for seleoting a library while
abrosd, Bentley wrote:

In religion, Prinfloy'c smaller tr‘otl » &8 all you may

went to kmow of the simple doetrines of Christimity.

Your own good heart will supply the rules for prectice.

Priestley on emquiry will recommend the liberty of
thinking for yourself.66.

After his heme, chapel, scientific spparatus, snd books were des-
troyed im 1791 by mobs because of his sympathy with the French Revol-
ution, Priestley moved to Ameriea im 1794, In Philadelphia, he de-
livered disecurses om The Bvidences of Divine Revelation to audiemces
whioch inocluded most of the members of Congress amd the executive of-
fieers of the government. The result of this visit was the formation
of the First Unitarien Soeiety of Philsdelphia.57* Thus it comes
sbout that the discoverer of oxygen is also remembered as having a
large pu't in the establishment of Unitarianism in both England eand
Amerioa.

66, I, 1lll.
67. Bliot, op. oit., I, 6b.
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There are references in the Diary to many minor events which
are nevertheless of interest in attempting to get a ecomplete piocture
of the religious life of oi@tnnth' century New England. Mentiem is
mede of the changing of the Church of England liturgy which the
Episcopalimm Church had to bring in hamony with the govermment of
the new republies

In the responses Save the Chmureh is substituted in the

pleace of 3ave the Kinge..oThe prayers for the government

are by the alteration of names, in the Litany instead of

King & Coumoil, governor, and sounsil, & instead of a;-

istrates, the judges, & subordinate megistrates, &0.°Ce

With the rejection of Puritan theology, it was only natural that
there would be a rejection of the Primer which taught original sin
along with the first letter of the alphabet. Bentley records the
gradual shifting toward secularisation in educetion:

D?Bﬂ Was delivered to me A Primer engaged by 200 eopies

for the use of my parish...The objeot in this publication

was not to countenance a work of this kind, in which the

partioular prejudices of a religious party, or sy relig-

ious sentiments are insuloated, but as an intermediate

step to the utter abolition of such works, & to introduce

regular grammars into our Schools, &6. &o.69
There was more of a lag in -mliﬁntiu in higher education for in
1802 Bentley wrote of lmguage study st Harvard:

In direoting the studies of the students, Hebrew was re-

eommended as leading to all divine kmowledge, but fremch

to every ovil’ No French Instrustor is now emoocuraged

ot Cambridge.'0¢

The failure of the new Constitution to require religious tests
for offiee holders caused some ooncern in Massaohusetts, for the fact
was discussed in the Comnvention speech in 1788. The speaker pointed
out that it was foolish to think that an atheist would consider an

oath to the Christian God as binding on him. He concluded that the

68. I’ “.
69. I, Tle
70. II, 446.
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only evidence of the sinoerity of a mam's religious oonvietions was

the extent to which he led the good life.71.

While Bentley was noting these and meny other changes going om

about him of which he approved, he did not fail to observe with some-

thing like the fears which his liberalism hed csused, the growing

power of the Methodists, md especially, the Baptists. This rise in

influence, he attributed partley to the religious-political lines
which had been drem.

\

[180F Contrary to the prediotions of mamy who wished to
enlist religious smong political prejudices, never hes
there been greater religious convulsiom in the pubdblie
mind sinoce the revolution. The Methodists by their nman-
ner of supplying preachers have had grest advantages in
our new settlements. The reaction has been great, & the
news of success has been very influential om our oldest
settlements. The aotive part the reguler clergy have
taken with the epposition of the present administretion
Jefferson has thrown all the discontented into the
sect of the Baptists, who have been by law exempted
from taxes. The introduction of laymenk, as they are
called, or sealous persons without a public or regular
education, has much contributed to inflsme zeal & every-
where we find oomla%gm, separations, seal & spirit-
ual gifts celebrated,’<-

The conservative Congregational clergy seems to have been aligned

with the Pederalists, whereas the Baptists tended to represent the

Republiomn or Democoratic policies. In 1802, Bentley wrote:

The Baptists by attaching themselves to the present
administration have gained great success in the United
States & greater in New England than any sect since the
settlenent, even beyomd comparison. This seems to be a
warning to the Churches of the other denominations.

The late address of the Danbury Assooiation of Baptist
Churches to President Jefferson with his snswer of the
present month are before the public. The president is
in full consent with them upon the use of civil power
in the Church. The Baptists are imn their constituencies
more republican than the ists tho' hardly much
more join their professiomn.’®®

Bentley's ocharssterisation and attitude toward this Baptist movement

I. 88.
I11, 65.
1I, 409.
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is interesting, and at times amusing. in 1804 entry reads:

Last Sundey Dr. Hittman carrying a corpulent women in-
to the water, was thrown down by her & was obliged to
receive help from the Bystanders. Several incidents
have tended to make this mode ridiculous. The converts
are from a particular class of people.74.

A year later he comments with some apprehension as follows:

It is said that the Clergy of the Town are about to
print a refutation of the Beptists as the Baptists comn-
sider as free plunder all the members of their Chmrohes
& rebaptize all who have been sprinkled at any age or
baptised in any form in infeancye....l osmnot think our
Clergy equal to the comtroversy.75e

-

.Perhaps the thing which Bentley was most disturbed about was

their leock of learning snd the advent of an unlearned clergy. He

felt that a man without education, intellect, manners, and sensibil-

ity would not bless any cmuse, and laments the fast that New Emgland

was being flooded with ignormmt itinerant preashers.

[%:oe] The swarms of itinersnts are such as were never
fore seen in our eountry & they are very troublesome
from their ignorsnce & intolerance. We have no cure
for them but the pen, which ought freely te lash such
unprincipled fellows. It is not against their opin-
ions we ast but their licentious investives. We can-
not let the insects bite & be ’3111, we <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>