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INTRCDUCTION

A BACKGROUND OF CziTrR~L iICHIGAN COLLKEGE CF
EDUCATION AND OF T:iE DEVELOPuZNT OF TEE
DEPARIMENT OF vhAlA AND ITS ACTIVITIES IN
ToE COLLEGe SINCE 1R02



INTRODUCTION

A BACKGROUND OF CENTRAL MICHIGAN COLLEGE OF
EDUCATION AND OF THE DEVELOPKENT OF THZ DEPARTLENT
OF DRAMA AND ITS ACTIVITIES IN THE COLLEGE SINCE 1892

Although the Central Michigan College of Education
is a young school 1n comparison with some of the other
Michigan colleges and universitles, its progress has hbeen
steady and 1ts growth marked. From an opening enrollment
in 1892 of thirty-one students, with a faculty of eight
and an 1893 class of twenty graduating with a certificate
allowing them to teach in Michigan rural schools,1 the
college has developed into a state institution with an
average enrollment of five thousand students, a faculty

of one-hundred and fifty-four full time teachers,2 and

1 Central Michligan College of Education Bulletin,
1947-48, (This Bulletin is not to be confused with the
Centrel Normal Bulletin which is mentioned below, but is

tThe college catalogue announcing the course offerings for
each school year.)

2 Figures obtalned from a questlionnalre sent to
Central Michigan College by the Encyclopedia Amerilcana,
Personnel Office, Central Michizan College of Education.
Figures as of September 8, 1950. Enrollment figures in-
clude undergraduate and graduate students on campus and
pembers enrolled in Extenslon courses off campus for Fall
and Spring Semesters and Sumner Session.
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a graduating class of 584 in June of 1951.% This gradu-
ating class recelved the degrees of bachelor of arts,
bachelor of sclence and bachelor of musice.

The college had its simple beginnings when a group
of Mt. Pleasant citizens undertook to promote the second
normal school in Michigan. They declded to open a normal
school and business institute in one of the local business

buildings. On July 1, 1892 The Isabella County Enterprise

announced that "Central Michigan Normal School and Business
Ingtitute 1s the name of the new venture at Mt, Pleasant.
Professor C. F. R. Bellows has been chosen president ...
a fact which will give the school standing from the start".4
The first classes were held in temporary quarters in
a down town business bullding and started on September 13,
1892, Led by Professor Bellows there was a faculty of
eight and a total enrollment of thirty-one. That community
interest was high 1s evidenced by the fact that funds were
ralsed for a bullding and “The 01d Mailn Building®, as it
came to be called, was bullt and ready for dedication at

the first commencement held in June of 1893.° For the

3 Central Michigan Life, June 13, 1951.

4 Isabella County Enterprise (Mt., Pleasant, Michi-
igan), July 7, 1892.

5 Bulletin, op. cit., June 7, 1893,
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first years the community continued to support the school.
¥oney was ralsed by such means as the auctloning of land
near the school.® That the support of the school must
have been a sacrifice for the citizens of Mt. Pleasant
might be concluded from the struggles of Professor Bellows
to bring the school under state control. Success in this
venture came on June 3, 1895, when Governor John T. Rich
signed the Normal Bill placing the Central Michigan Normal
8chool and Business Institute under state control as the
Central State Normal School.’ From then on, under the
able leadership of President Bellows and others who have
followed, the progress has been steady. By 1902 the Two-
Year}Certificate, qualifying the holder to teach in the
Michigan public schools and to enter four-year colleges
and universitles 1n advanced standing, was granted. From
1902 to the First World War, Central continued to grow.
New departments were added, courses of study were broad-
ened and strengthened.8 The campus acquired new build-

ings. The original bullding was remodeled and two new

6 Enterprise, op. cit., June 7, 1893,

7 Northwestern Trubune (Mt. Pleasant, Michigan)

8 Central Michigan College of Education Bulletin,
1947-1948,
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wings were added in 190l1. A Training School building was
built in 1902, a central heating plant in 1905, a gymnasium
in 1908 and a sclence and agriculture building in 1915. 1In
1908 Principal Charles T. Grawn (1900-1918) became Presi-
dent Grawn. By World War I the faculty had increased to
forty-four with a student body of over 450, At the same
time the bachelor of arts degree was granted and the curric-
ulum increased to a four-year program. In 1927 the bachelor
of sclence degree was granted and in that year Central State
Normal School became Central State Teacher's College. In
1934 pre-professional courses were added to the curriculum,
In 1938 came a graduate division in educatlion working under
the supervision of the University of Michigan in which a
student could take two-thirds of his graduate work towards
the Masters Degree in education at Central State. In 1941
the title of the college was again changed to the present
reading of Central Michigan College of Education and over
the last ten years the improvement of the physical plant,
the increase in enrollment, the addition of natlonally
recognized educators has brought the college high recogni-
tion in the state and in the nation.® The college

9 Bulletin, _02. cit. PPe. 25—260
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has been a member of the American Assoclation of Teacher's
Colleges since 1925 and of the North Central Assoclation
of Colleges and Secondary Schools since 1928, At the
present time the student enrollment is approximately 5,000;
the faculty numbers 154; the campus plant is valued at
$10, 000, 000.00,10

From the very beginning of the college there has been
an interest in literary and dramatic activities. As has
already been stated, the purpose of this study is to gather
the scattered historical notes and records of the dramatic
activities of the school into a chronological history. Once
agaln the record of progress 1s clear cut. From an occa-
sional early reference in the local newspzpers to a program
of dramatic readings presented by a class or club there has
developed a department of drama with the department of
general speech offering some twenty hours of semester
credlt, operating four producing organizations, presenting
21 plays in 62 performances each season to an audience of

13,500, utilizing the services of 458 studentg.ll

10 Cf. Ante. Introduction, p. 1, footnote number 2,

11 Annual Dramatics Report sent by Professor Fred
R. Bush to the president's office. 1951,
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The development of this department could be divided
into three periods: 1) the 1892 to 1906 period in which
there was no organized dramatic effort within the school
curriculum; 2) the 1906 to 1939 period when Professor Ira
A. Beddow was the head of the department which went under
such names as the Department of Réading and Expression
(1906), the Department of Reading and Public Speaking (1912-
1917), the Department of Reading and Speech (1917-1939);
and 3) the 1939-- period under the direction of Professor
Fred R. Bush, during which time the department became the
Department of Speech and Drama in 1948,1°
The records show that the first formal courses in
dramatics were offered in 1910 under the general title of
Dramatic Readiné. The purpose of Dramatic Reading I was in
The study of selected plays and their prepara-
tion for presentation on the stage. The course 1is
for students who wish to gain power in interpreting
the drama as a stage performance, and for those who

wish to be able to train children for the presenta-
tion of simple plays.ld

Dramatic Reading II had as 1ts purpose the preparation and

"...the presentation on the stage in the Normal Woods of

some great play..."l4

12 College catalogues from 1911 throuzh 1951.
13 Central State Normal School Yearbook, 1910.

14 Loc. cit.
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By 1917 Dramatic Reading I and II had become Drama-
tic Reading 102 and 103, both offering one unit of credlt

and retalning the sgme purposee.15

In 1918 a course in
the Reading of Modern Plays, Speech 106, was offered.1®

By 1925 Dramatic Reading 103 had come to be known as Play
Production 103 but was the same course.l? 1In 1926 a class
in Shakespearian Reading, Speech 114, was organized.l8® 1In
the 1929 catalogue Speech 102 apveared as Speech 202,
Speech 103 as Speech 403, Speech 106 as Speech 306 and
Speech 114 as Speech 411, With the ever continuing addi-
tion of classes the numbers and names of the classes
changed. At present writing there are still two producing
classes in the drama curriculum: 1) Speech 201, Play Pro-
duction, 4 hours, Fall Semester and 2) Speech 401, Advanced
Play Production, 4 hours, Spring Semester. These courses
are augmented by courses in llodern Theatre (Speech 301), a

course dealing with current Broadway activity, Acting

15 Central Michigan Normal School Yearbook, 1917-
1918, p. 88, ‘

16 Ibid., 1918-1919, pp. 95, 96.
17 Ibid., 1925-1926, pp. 108-110,
18 Ibid., 1926-1927, p. 105.



ix
(Speech 321), History of the Theatre (Speech 425, 426) a
summer course in Theatre Production (Speech 221)19 a
Travel Course in Theatré (Speech 225) and a summer theatre
at the Lake Michigan Playhouse, Grand Haven, Michigan,
offering duplication of these courses.

There are éxtra-curricular producing organizetions,
which come under the supervision of the department in the
two campus clubs, The Masquers, organized in 1934, end
Kappa Theta Cast of Alpha Psi Omega, Nat lonal Dramatics
Fraternity, organized in 1946,

For the purpose of organlzation in this thesis, the
gsecond period from 1906 to 1939 will be divided into two
chapters. The year chosen for a dividing point was 1925.
On December 7 of that year fire completely destroyed the
0ld main bullding, thus destroying the indoor theatre
facilities of the school.?0 A new buillding containing
a new auditorium was bullt and dedicated shortly afterward
in 1928, While the dramatic program remained much the

same, there was of necesslty some change.

- 19 Central Michigan College of Education Bulletin,
1949-1950, pp. 220-223,

20 Central Michigan Normal Life, December 9, 1925.




This fire was one of two factors which directly
concern the writing of this thesis in the problem of re-
search. The bullding which burned housed the administra-
tive offices with all the records and the college library
with many of the early campus publications. This library
was completely destroyed, but some of the early publica-
tlons have been replaced from private collections. Aca-
demlc records were kept in a fireproof safe, but in the
fire one of the main beams fell on the safe, breaking in
one corner, and *,..all records previous to 1907 were
c'l.est:rc»yed."z1 Some of these records, however, were re-
stored and are safeguarded and organlized into materials
known as "The Fire File". This record is by no means
complete and many of the names appearing in the newspaper
accounts of activities cannot be traced.

The second factor of interest in writing thlis thesls
is the fact that Central Michigen College was fortunate in
having only two directors who have gulded the program of
drama over so many years., The ploneer work of the late
Professor Beddow 1s worthy of a thesis study itself. The

author 1s grateful to Mrsg, Beddow for furnishing personsal

21 Central Normal Life, January 13, 1926,
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informaetion of Mr, Beddow's productive years. The records
kept by Professor Bush since 1939 have made the task of
investigation much simpler. The records of the first three
chapters have been gathered from the local newspapers of
the perlod and from the college publications availeble,
and from personal interviews of graduates who were active
as particlpants and spectators durlng the perlods.

With thls background information, the curtain 1s

ready to rise on the first meager beginnings of dramatics

at Central Michigan Normal School in the year 1892.



CHAFTER I

DRAXATIC ACTIVITIES FROM
1592 TEROUGH ThE SPRING OF 1206



CHAPTER I
DRAMATIC ACTIVITIES FROM 1892 THROUGH THE SPRING OF 1906

As was stated in the Introductlion, the first period
in the hilstory of dramatic activities was one of unorganized
dramatic effort. During this perlod there was no department
which had as a part of the course work the teaching of the
dramatic art. Any actlivity of that nature was either pro-
duced by student groups as an extra-curricular undertaking;
or, as was sometimes the case, appeared as part of a litera-
ture course, The records show that formal dramatlc events
on the campus were not numerous.

There were no school news publications until 1905

when the first Central Normal Bulletin was published.l

A copy of the Central State Normal School catalogue for
1895 1s in the Central Michizan College library. There
was no evldence of an earller catalogue; but the volume

number of the Central State Normal School Quarterly Year

Book for 1913 1is Volume 19, which would 1ndicate that a
Jear book of this sort was published as early as 1894,

Most of these early catalogues and Bulleting were destroyed
in the 1925 fire, and while snome have been replaced with

gifts of private collectors, the files are still incomplete.

1 Central Normal Bulletin, Volume I, number 7,
Avgust, 1905,
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Thus the material for the portions of this chapter
covering the years from 1892 throuch 1904 was obtained from

two local Mt., Pleesant, Michligan newspapers, The Isabella

County Enterprise and The North Western Tribune, both week-

1y papers. The Enterprise was used for reference from

February 5, 1892 to December 16, 1904, The Tribune was
used for reference from January 5, 1894 to June 29, 1906.
The records for the first two or three years showed
no activity in the field of dramatics on the school campus.
The students whose interest lay in that direction could
turn to the local Opera House which brought to its stage
through the years such actors as John Dillon in A Model
Husband (1892),% Walker Whiteside in Hamlet (1894),°
William S, Hart in The Lady from Lyons (1895),% John

Griffith in Macbeth (1903),5 and William Owen in School
for Scandal (1903).8

2 1Isabella Count Enterprlse (4t. Pleasant, Michi-
gan), October 14, 1832,

3 North Western Tribune (lMt. Pleasant, Michigan),
November 23, 1894,

4 Ibid., April 12, 1895.
5 Ibld., January 2, 1903.
6 Loc. cit.
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That there was interest in such programs mizght be conclud-
ed from the i1mmediate organization of a Normal Lecture

Course. The Isabella County Enterprise announced on Octo-

ber 27, 1893 that "A Normal Lecture Course 1s in prospect.
The design 1s to organlze the course as an integral part
of the general work of the school year.”7

In 1894 the first record of studént participation
in dramatic activity appeared in the paper. This was a
brief notation in the Tribune that "The drama being pre-
pared under the supervision of Frank McNamara 1s announced
for Friday, March 30th,*®  Records showed no further
announcexnents concerning this event; and Frank McNamara's
record was not to be found in the "Fire File" mentioned
above, |

The B, K. M. K. Literary Soclety was formed in
October of 1895. The records gave no specific meaning

for these letters nor any indications of i1ts meabership.

Personal interviews with students attending the Normal

7 News i1tem in the Isabella County Enterprise (Mt.
Pleasant, Michigan), October 27, 1893.

8 "Normal Notes" in the North Western Tribune (Lit.
Pleasant, Michlgan, February 23, 1894,
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close to that time produced no results.” However, the
activities of this club have been recorded by the locél
papers to some extent. Among the actlvities of the liter-
ary soclety was the presentation of “ecenes". At the first
meeting on October 25, 1895 they presented "The Actors in
the Scene". Thelr eecond meeting took place in January of
1896 at which time their program included, "Scene-~High

Society of Inquiry.'lo

That these scenes were presented
only for the members of the literary soclety is likely,
for on February 7, 1896 was the first record of a "public
entertalnment® containing scenes from “High Society of
Inquiry® and "Bittersweet.® The Tribune also announced
that "The B. K. M. K. has dramatized scenes from Holland's
'Seven Oaks'!, the trial scene. They will present it at a

W1l Arter 1896 the

literary program in the near future.
B. K. M, K. 414 not appear in print again.
The only indication of dramatic activity in 1897

was a brief announcement in the Isabella County Enterprise

9 Personal interviews held on June 15, 1951 at Mt.
Pleasant, Michigan. Harry Graves Miller '0Ol. Laura
McCree !'01.

10 North Western Tribune, op. cit., January 10, 1896,

11 Ibid., May 15, 1896.
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of March 19, “See the imitation of the faculty given by
the students at the Athletic Literary."l2
In 1898 a literary soclety again turned to a form of
dramatization for its entertainment. "Come to Literary

Soclety Friday evening," announced the Enterprise of

November 18, 1898. "A fine ShaXespearlian program under the
direction of Miss Levi will be rendered..." The program
included "Anthony's Oration® done by a Mr, Robbins; "Casket
Scene" by Miss Compton; "Brutus'! Oration" by Mr. Bovee; and
a "Bhakespearian Conversation®.1® The "Fire File" glves
record of a Miss Compton, but there 1s no address. The
other names did not appear.

The local papers reported nothing in 1899 and 1200,
Then in 1901 a dramatic dislogue was included in the com-
mencement program of June 11, Its title was “The Shakes-
pearian Burlesque® and the cast was Bertha Hagerman as
Juliet and Ophellia and Grace Carr as Portia,l?

In 1901 the Normal began publishing a monthly

bulletin. One of its earliest 1ssues announced the

12 Enterprise, op. cit., March 19, 1897,

13 Ibid., November 18, 1898.
14 Ibid., June 14, 1901.
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coming number on the lecture course, "Leland F. Powers,
America's greatest impersonator and dramatic reader."13
This was the first notice of the lecture course since the
announcement concerning its formation. In the Tribune
for the 3lst of January, 1902 under the local news appeared
the following 1tem,

The large audlence at Normal Hall Tuesday night
seemed to thoroughly enjoy the play of David
Garrick by Leland Powers. Mr. Powers was the
RorTul power of transformation, 16 o oo0 & MO
The locel papers and the Bulletin of 1902, 1903

and 1904 reported nothing in dramatic activities for the
Normal students. The Normal Training School durlng this
time embarked upon'an active dramatic program, The Nor-
mal School had had 1ts own grade school as a tralning
laboratory from the first year of the Normal School. 1In
the curriculum of the school, dramatlization played an
lmportant part. As early as 1893 there was mention in

the local papers of a kindergarten entertainment. In 1902

there were the followlng events of a dramatic nature which

took place in the Normal Tralning School. On Friday,

15 Central Normal Bulletin, June, 1901.

16 Tribune, op. cit., January 31, 1902,
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February 14, at the Normal Hall the Seventh and Eighth
Grades dramatized the "Courtship of liles Standish®.
Reviewed by the Tribune, the reporter wrote that it "showed
careful training".l? On March 17 "the boys of the fifth
grade in the Normal Training School will present a drama-
tized form of John Ruskin's 'King of the Golden River! in
Normal Hall at 3 o'clock on Monday afternoon, March 17.
The children have made thelr own dramatization..."18
This was reviewed on March 21, '...under'instructions
of thelr teacher, Miss Floy Hungerford. This work 1s
part of the regular school course and begins in the lower
grades."19 On June 6th, 1902, the Fifth Grade presented
Longfellow'!s "Hiawatha®s. An interesting note was attached
to the announcement of this presentation. Not only was 1t
to be presented in the hall of the Normal bullding, but
"Normal classes will be closed to attend,"?0

In the next year the Seventh Grade agaln presented

"Miles 8tandish" and the Fifth Grade repeated "Hiawatha".

17 Ibid., February 31, 1902,
18 Ibld., March 14, 1902.

19 Ibid., March 21, 1902,
20 Ibid., June 6, 1902.
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The records for 1903 and 1304 indicated nothing
in Normal student dramatic activities, but mentioned a
dramatic program as part of the lecture course in October
of 1904. "Montaville Flowers, the 1mpersonator and pre-
senter of Shakespearean and other plays..."21
The number of articles concerning the development
of some dramatic actlivity within the Normal School found
in the newspapers of 1905 would indicate an increase in

such activities. The first notice was the mention in the

Enterprise of a Literary Soclety Progranm.

One of the most commendable literary programs in
the history of the Normal was glven by members of
Miss L. A. Sloan's American Literature clasSe..
before the faculty, students and many visitors....

A farce suggesting the fallibility of arsument for
war was glven and well acted by Douzlas and Charles
Keenan. The text of thls farce was partially origi-
nal with Miss Sloan. The same gentlemen gave in
truly dramatiggl style a farce by Sheridan entitled
"The Rivals".

That this last scene was a cutting of some sort of the
play 1s evident. There was no record for eilther of these
two men in the "Fire File".

In an April i1ssue of the Enterprise was the first

recorded notice of a "play" produced on the campus., On

21 Ibid., October 14, 1904,

22 Enterprise, op. cit., January 27, 19065.
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April 28 of 1905 the Enterprise announced that "The Sun-

shine Soclety wishes to congratulate every member of the
Normal Comedy Club on thelr successful play 'A Modern
Ananlas'."®3 At this time there was no listing of a
cast for this play or a 1list of the membership of this
club, The Comedy Club. In June this club presented the
play "Mary Jane" at a reception for the graduating

studenta., The Enterprise announced that "The drama 'Mary

Jane! which concluded the program was given in shadows by
the Comedy Club and brought not broad smiles but genuilne
laughter,"24

In the year 1906 there was more increase in the
dramatic activity within the college. That it was not
organlzed within the Normal curriculum yet was shown by
reference to the 1905 School Catalogue mentioned above’25
but for the first time the papers pald attentlon to the
development of a production upon the échool campus from
its initiel stages to its production. This production
was the performance by the Comedy Club of Sheridan's

23 1Ibid., April 28, 1905.
24 1Ibid., June 23, 1905.
25 Cf. ante., Chapter I, ». 1.



11
The Rivals. The first record of thls production was found

under the headline "The Normal Comedy Club" in the North

Western Tribune. This read,

The Normal Comedy Club will present thelir annual
play in the Ut. Pleasant Opera House April 10th.
Last year the comedy, "A Modern Ananias" was given
by this club with great success and proceeds were
given to the "Sunshine Society®". This year the well
known comedy, “The Rivals" which has been made famous
by Joseph Jefferson will be given by the Comedy Club.
The proceeds will be given as prize money for an
oratorical contest which 1s to occur in the spring
term.

The club has been studying "The Rivals" for the
past two months and have the play in good condition
for the stage. February 27 the entire cast went to
Saginaw to see "The Rivals" presented by the Jef-
ferson brothers, sons of the great Joseph Jefferson.26

This report concluded with the selected cast of
the play.*

There was no record as to the directors of these
productions of the Comedy Club. That these productions
were of general interest to the readers would seem
evident from the interest with which the local paper fol-
lowed the development of this play. On April 13 the

Tribune agaln reported that The Rivals,

26 Tribune, cp. cit., MKarch 16, 1906,

® The casts of all plays will be found in
APPENDIX A below.
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eee Will be presented by the Normal Comedy Club,
April 17, at the lt. Pleasant Opera House. Beautiful
and elaborate Jefferson costumes have been secured
for the event, from Detroit.... This 1s the second
appearance of the Normal Comedy Club btefore the
publiceese Althouch last year was the first time any
Comedy Club work had been done by the Normal, the
play was a great success and well attended.... The
cast 1s the strongest one to be found in the Normal.2?

The cast was agaln listed as above with the addition of
Loulse Bennett in the part of Julla.
The paper for April 20, 1906 headlined, “Lore Laurels
for the Comedy Club.* The Tribune announced,
eeee They scored a perfect success in their pre-
sentation of "The Rivals" to a crowded opera hous€....
The Actors certainly merit the praise given them, This
play 1s probably the most ambitious dramatic ever put
on by local talent, ... Elegant costumes from the
firm of 8. Bruesser and Co. of Detroit.... On Satur-
day afternoon at 2:30 the pla¥ i1s to be repeated at
the Opera House as a matinee.<8
The last report of this production and of the work
of the Comedy Club appeared in the June 29th issue of the
Tribune, when with a plcture of the cast, there appeared

the brief notation that The Rivals was to be presented

egain on Mondey, July 9th, to help out the local Y. l.
Co A.29

27 Ibid., April 13, 1906.
28 1Ibid., April 20, 1906.
29 Ibid., June 29, 1906.
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This was the last notlice of the Comedy Club found
in any of the resource materials studied. It might be
assumed that, with the coming of an organized Department
of Reading bringing that type of activities into the
curriculum, the Comedy Club was discontinued.

During the rest of the year of 1906 there occurred
other events in the fleld of dramatics. The Tralning
School gave productions of "Rip Van Winkle", presented
on May 11 by Miss Termaat!s Seventh Grade®° end "scenes
from 'Cricket on the Hearth' of Dickens" was presented
by the Eighth Grade at Commencexent, June 15th.:31

In June the Tribune announced "Tuesday morning the
members of the Rural Class June Graduates presented the
three act drama 'Earbara's Triumph'.'sz For the first
time faculty directors were noted in the production.

They were Miss Tate and Miss Sabine, both of the English
Department at the Normal., The cast of the play was gilven,
but there were no further notices as to the play's outcome.

This was the last recorded production during the
gschool year of 1906. This year marks the end of the

30 Ibid., May 18, 1906,
z1 Ibild., June 8, 1906.
32 Ibid., June 22, 1906.
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unsupervised period in the Normal dramatic activities.
In the fall of 1906 Professor Ira A. Beddow came to Central
State Normal School as a member of the permanent staff and
served in the position as head of The Department of Ex-
pression. With his advent began the period of the Senior
or Commencement Three-Act play which became an annual
event after 1909,

Until 1906 there was no organized dramatic progran
under faculty supervislon, Such programs as d4id occur
were elther produced in some other field, such as the
Literature Department's programs containing Farces and
S8kits; or by some independent student organlzatlion such
as the productlions of The Comedy Club. There were activi-
ties however, and there was evlidence of a development
during this period covering the years 1892 through the
spring of 19068, During 1892 and 1893 there was no campus
dramatic activity recorded. From 1893 to 1905 there was
evidence of interest in the programs introduced by the
Literary Socleties. In 1905 the Comedy Club was formed
and during the last two years of this perlod three three-
act plays were produced on campus. Mary Jane and A Modern

Ananias in 1905 and The Rivals in 1906, The administra-

tors of the school must have considered the time ripe for
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an organlized progrem for this type of activity. A Depart-
ment of Reading and Expression was announced in the fall

of 1906.°°

33 Cf. post, Chapter II, p. 14.
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CHAPTER II

DRAKATIC ACTIVITIES FROM THE FALL OF
19C6 TO THE FIRE OF DECELBER 7, 1225

Up to 1906 there had been no school-controlled
dramatic activities. The productions previous to this
time were primarily under student supervision, In the
fall of 1906, the Department of Expression was formed.
The Central Normal Bulletin ennounced that:

The new head of the Department of Exoression, Ira
A, Beddow, will be remembered by many Normzl students
as a Tember of the summner school faculty in 19C3 and
1905.
Lr, Beddow was a graduate of the Unlversity of lMichican,
in the class of 1895, and had been, before coming to Cen-
tral Normal School, the Superintendent of Schools at
Plymouth, kichigen, Principal of the West Bay City High
School, and Head of the Academlc Department at Olivet
College (Michigan).2
This announcement marked the unofficlal beginning

of a formal dramatic prograa at Central Michigan Normal

School. It was not until 1910 that actual class work in

1 Central Normal Bulletin (Central lichigan Normal
School, Kt, Pleasant), Cctover, 1906, pp. 13-14,

2 Loc. cit,.
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dramatics began, or that productions by those classes were

presented.3

Accoréding to the records Lr. Beddow directed
no plays until the spring of 1¢09 when Sophocles! Antlgone
was produced. With the production of that play Professor
Beddow began a series of "Annual Commencement Plays" which
numbered thirty-cne at hls retirement in 1239,

The local pepers continued to print news about the
Normal School cduring this period, but these reports became

of lesser importence as the Normel now had a publication

of 1ts own, the Central Normal Bulletin, a monthly magazine

except for an April and September edition.4 Many 1ssues
of the Bulietin were destroyed by the fire and some of them
have not been replaced in the College Library. In 1910
Central Michigan Normal School began publishing an ennual
yearbook, called the Chigoewa.5 On November 1, 1919, the

Bulletin became a weekly newspaper called Central Normal

Life.B Although different titles have been used as the

name of the school changed, the newspaper has continued

3 Central Michigan Normal School Quarterly Yearbtoolk,
1910-1211,

4 The Bulletin, op. cit., Volume I, number 1,
January 1905.

5 The Chipvewa (Central lichigan Normal School),
Volume I, 1910,

6 Central Normal Life (Central Lichizan Normal
School), Volume I, numoer 1, November 1, 1919.
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to be the primary source of material for reports of drama-
tic activity. The Bulletlin, the Chio»newa, the Life and a
collectlion of 0ld progrems of student productions of all
types belonging to Dr. Rolland laybee of the Department of
History, Centrel Michigzan College, were the maln sources
for the material found in thls chapter.

Though the papers reported no dramatic activity in
the currlculum of the Department of Expression between
1906 and 1909 there was indication that there was actlivity
of a sort. The Tribune for larch 27, 1908, reported in a
headline that the "Life Class’ Gives Good Play".® Tne
article continued:

A large audlence witnessed the two plays presented
by the Life Class in Normal Hall last Fri. night. /March
20/. They were splendld and Mr. Russell won a fres
bunch of laurels for himself as stage director, and he
never appeared to better advantage on the stage here
than in those 1little playlets. He 1s to ingtruct the
Life Class in their commencement play, also the High
School Senlors in their class play for June and will

direct a benefit producgion for the I.0.0.F. at the
Opera House next month.

7 The "Life Class" was that class in which the
student earned a certificate permitting him to teach in
the city school, differentiating it from the "Rural Class"
in which students receilved a certificate permitting only
rural school teaching,.

8 The North Western Tribune, larch 27, 1908.

9 Tribune, loc. cit.
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These two plays as reported by the Tribune were

A Quiet Femily and A Rerular Fix. Mr. Russell was a stu-

dent, Francls Russell, who both directed those plays and
acted in them. His name apvears on a card in the "Fire
File", but no further record is there. The "commencement
play® mentloned above to be produced by the Life Class

may have been a presentatlion of David Garrick. On June 26,

1908 The Tribune announced that "David Garrick, with inci-

dents of 1life in merrie England in 1740, was glven at the
class exercises." The reviewer went on to say that the
performance was "...creditable to the young people and

was pleasing to the largest audlence given to the events.*10
The cast was also included.

These activities were a mere prelude for the next
yeer, 1909, It was in that year that Professor Beddow
took over the program end produced the first of his thirty-
one annual commencement plays. For his first venture lir,
Beddow gave Sophocles' Anticone, done in the classic Greek
style complete with the chorus and dances. lr. Beddow had

charge of the entire production, but other departments took

10 Ibid., June 26, 1908.
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care of divisions. The first indication of this event
came in the Bulletin of lLarch 1909. The article was head-
linegd,

SOPHOCLES! ANTIGONE CLASSIC PLAY TO BE GIVEN BY STUDENTS

By far the most elaborate dramatic production ever
staged at Central Normal will be ziven for the benefit
of the Student'!s Loan Fund in the Early Summer.

Sophocles! Great tragedy "Antigzone" has been chosen
as a drama well worth the expenditure of time and
energy which any dramatic production requires. Not
only will the play be of value to the students who take
part, but no one in the audlience can fall to receive
some beneflts from witnessing the production of this
immortal Drama.

Several departments will contribute to meke the
play in the highest sense a success. Prof. Beddow
has charge of the drama. He has assigned the parts
and willl drill the members of the cast in thelr roles.
ldr. Cook will train the choruses, who will glve Liendel-
gsohn's setting of the "Antigone®". liss Loomis has
charge of the classic dances which formed so important
a part of the Greek Drama. lilss Michaels will super-
vise the costuming.

The play wlll be given cut of doors, probably early
in June. The proceeds will go to the studiit Loan Fund.
The followinz parts have been assignedeeee

This article was followed by two others, each de--

scdbing the elaborate plans and preparations belng made.

New facts added were the announcements that the play was

11 Bulletin, op. cit., karch 1509, p. 22.
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to be given in the Normal Woods, kionday afternoon, June
21,12 Anticone was reviewed in the July Bulletin. Among
other remarks the reviewer stated the following: that the
play had been repeated on June 29; that the play had been
done 1n the classic style with the dances and the chorus;
that the play had used as background Mendelssohn's setting
in music. With a picture of the woodland stage and the
members of the cast of the play the Bulletin reporter
recorded:

¥dr. Beddow of the Reading Department conceived the
whole 1dea of presenting such a play, and carried his
plans through supervising the entire work. Mr, Beddow
is responsible also for the admirable training of the

speakers, whose perfect enuni%ation was one of the
delights of the performance.

Mention of Antlgone occurs frequently in later
publications. One of the more interesting notes on this
production was recorded in a brief blography of Professor
Beddow by R. Eldridge Dryer 1n the June 15, 1939 1issue of
The Centralight, a magazine publlished quarterly by the

Extension Department of Central Michigan College. This

article was also of interest for 1ts description of the

12 Ibid., May 1909 and June 1909.
13 Ibid., July 1909, p. 22.
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hazards of producing on the out-door stage which came to
be known as the Woodland Theatre. lr. Dryer wrote?

"Antigone" the first play under Mr. Beddow's
supervision 1is significant because 1t was presented
in the "Woodland Theatre", an outdoor stage located
in the woods behind the present administration
building. The only drawback this stage had, says
Professor Beddow, was that the players had to be
schooled to freeze wherever they were when the train
went EZ and hold the pose until the last whistle died
awaye.

The other dramatic events reported during the year
1909 were the production of The Merchant of Venice present-
ed by the Eighth Grade as thelr closing program15 and
the announcement of the coming performance of the Ben Greet

16 Such events as

Players on the summer Lecture Course.
these continued to take place during the following years
a8 the Tralning School contlnued to use dramatic work in
the curriculum and such traveling dramatic groups as the

Coburn Players,17 the Coffer-liller Player318 and the Ben

14 The Centralight, Quarterly of Central State
Teachers College, Wt. F%easant, Michigan, June 15, 1939.

15 Bulletin, op. cit., July 1909, p. 15.
16 Loc. cit.
17 Bulletin, op. cit., October 1913.

18 From an original program for The Rivals, pre-
sented July 25, 1935.







23

Greet Players19

came to the campus during the summer months.
These events will be omitted in the following chapters as
the dramatic events within the college curriculum become
more numerous and more important on the campus.

In June 1910 Johann Schiller's Mary Stuart was pro-
duced by the newly organized class in Advanced Dramatic
Reading. The play was reported with pralse in the July
Bullet.!.n,g0 and two plctures of characters in the produc-
tion were included, one of Ellzabeth, Queen of England,
and the other of Mary Stuart. The 1910 Chippewa, the first
of the college yearbboks, included a picture of Antigone
(éee frontice) and a group picture of "The Mary Stuart
Players*, with Ira A. Beddow as director of the group.21
This tltle never appeared again and when the author ex-

amined the names in the group and compared those names

wlth those 1in the cast of Mary Stuart 1t was clear that

this group was the one which made up the cast of that play.

There were no more records concerning this production.

19 Bulletin, op. ecit., July 1909.
20 Ibid., July 1910.
21 The Chippewa, 1910.
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The next three productions were Alfred, Lord Tenny-

son's The Foresters in June of 1911, Josephine Preston Pea-

body's The Piper in June of 1912 and Israel Zangwill's The

Melting Pot in June of 1913.°%  Further information is not

availlable for these productions as the Bulletins which may
have covered the productions are missing in the College
Library flles.

In 1914 there was no report in avallable records of
a play produced. However, in the April 13, 1921 issue of
the Central State Life, in conjunction with a report con-
cerning the coming commencement play for 1921, there was a
pilcture of a "scene from Electra--C.S.N. June 1014",83
It would seem safe to conclude that a production of Electra
took place in June of 1914.

In 1915 W. 8. Gilbert's The Palace of Truth was

presented in the Woodland Theatre. At that time there was
a shortage of men actors in the school and the part of the

Prince was played by a young woman, Beulah Conrad.%%

22 The Central Michigan Normal Yearbook, April 1914.

23 Central State Life, April 13, 1921,

24 This information was obtained from Richard
Johnson of Saglnaw, Michigan, an alumnus of Central Michigan
College in the class of 1916 and a member of the cast of The
Palace of Truth. June 15, 1951, "Old Grad's Day" at Central

chigan College.
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The copies of the Bulletin from December 1913 to
January 1917 are missing from the library collection. No
editions of the Chippewa for that perlod offer any infor-
mation on dramatlic events. Information for those years
was found in o0ld programs and by interviews with graduates
of the college. One such interview with Richard Johnson
brought to light the information that Lols N. Parker's

25

Pomander Walk was the commencement play for 1916. A

program found later verified this production and gave
the date for the play as June 16, 1916,26

In the fall term of 1916 Mr., Beddow's dramatic
reading class produced under his direction "The Little
Princess--a play for children and grown up children in
three acts--by Mrs. Frances Hodgson Burnett."2? This
play was presented "...on the Normal Auditorium stage,
the evening of December 14, 1916, before an sppreclative

audience...under the capable direction of Mr. Beddow".28

25 Loc. cit.

26 From the Original Program. Appendix A.
27 Bulletin, op. cit., January 1917.

28 Loc. cit.



© 26
A play during this term was something out of the ordinary.

The commencement play for 1917 was Her Husband's

Wife, by A. E. Thomas. The May 1917 Bulletin announced
that Professor Beddow's Dramatic Reading Class was rehears-
ing the play to be given at the June commencement exerclses.
The play was described as "...a farce...ccmedy...a style
never attempted here before and should prove a welcome

diversion from the usual kind".2®
In the December 1917 Bulletin there was the follow-

ing brief complete statement.
The Three Plays glven by Mr. Beddow at the Opera

House for the benefit of the Red Cross took the house
by storm with thelr funny situagaons. We did not know

there was so much talent about,
The article did not divulge the title of these plays.
That there were one-act plays~belng given occasionally
through the years is possible. In the January issue of
1913 there had been a notice concerning some such produc-
tions under the auspices of the Dramatic Reading Class.
Tuesday evening, December 19, Mr. Beddow's class
in Dramatic reading gave 3 clever and amusing farces

much enjoyed by those present.... "The Triumph of
Paullne," "Six Cups of Chocolate" and *Our Aunt from

29 Bulletin, op. cit., May 1917.
30 Ibid., December 1917.
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California®.... the class 1s'g8en to even those with-
out the least dramatic talent.

When the school began publishing a weekly newspaper these
productions and performances were more closely reported,
but when all the school news was reported once a month in
one magazine not much space was glven to such events.

The commencement play for the year 1918 was Percy

MacKaye's A Thousand Years Ago. The July 1918 Bulletin

reported that “'A Thousand Years Ago!, which Professor
Beddow's students gave on the stage in the woods at com-
mencement time was repeated for the summer school students
.ee."32  Thig brief notice was the only record of the
production in a college publication, but the original pro-
gram was found llsting the production date as June 28,
1918,33

A production other than the annual commencement
play reported produced during 1919 was a one-act presented

on January 31. The reviewer permitted himself to editor-

1alize a bit as he wrote that:

31 Ibid., January 1913.
32 Ibid., July 1918.

33 From the original program. Appendix A.
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Mr. Beddow's class in dramatic reading gave a one-
act play entitled The Kleptomaniac. This was a pro-
duction worthy of a much larger audience than that
gathered in the Normal assembly room on Friday evening,
January 31. g&a acting of the entire cast was excevt-
lonally good. _

The Admiragble Crichton by J. M. Barrle was the

commencement play in 1919. In April, the Bulletin announced
that the play had been selected as the June commencement
play and that parts were distributed and rehearsals in
progress. Evidently the class had one term in which to
prepare the play, for the report concluded with "...parts
were assigned at the opening of the term".%%  As was often
the case, the records show that thls play was rained out of
the Normal Woods. The July Bulletin contained a review of
the play.

One of the most attractive features of the commence-
ment week was the eleventh annual play, "The Admirable
Crichton...presented in the auditorium--June 24.,... It
was planned to have the play given in Normal Woods, but
rainy weather drove players and audience to cover. The
play was repeated with great guccess Wednesday of the
first week of summer school.®

On December second, 1919 the first 1ssue of Central

Normal Life, a weekly newspaper, was published.37 The

34 The Bulletin, op. cit., February 1919.
35 1Ibid., April 1919,
36 Ibid., July 1919.

37 Central Normal Life (Central Michigan Normal
School), December 2, 1919, Volume I, Number 1.
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Bulletin became a monthly supplement in this publication.
This paper became the maln resource for the facts presented
below, with additional material obtailned from original
programs and personal interviews. With the publication of
a weekly newspaper more copy was printed concerning the
dramatic activities on the campus, One regrettable fact,
however, was that few of the commencement plays were ever
reviewed. The play was always presented as part of the
Commencement program at the end of the school year and the
paper had ceased publication for the year. The next issue
of the paper was during the summer school and by that time
the commencement play hed given way to some other news,
The paper, however, gave full coverage to the progress of
most productions usually starting with an announcement
concerning the choosing of the play and cast and continuing
during the weeks to report on the progress of rehearsals
and dates of performance.

The 1919 Commencement play was The Manoeuvers of

Jane by 8ir Henry Arthur Jones. Life reported that it
would be played on the stage in the Normal Woods on Monday
evening, June 21, and was to be produced by the Class in
Dramatic Reading directed by Professor Beddow. "It will

be preceded by two brief one-act comedies."S8

38 Ibid., June 3, 1920,
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Since the production was repeated durlng the summer
school sesslon the July 6, 1920 edition of Life stated:

The summer school students enjoyed the second pro-
duction of "The Kanoeuvers of Jane*. It was repeated
Wednesday on the open air stage in Normal Woods....
The annual Commencement play when first given was
played in the auditorium because of the inclement
weather.... The all star cast drew as much applause
as when 1t appeared the preceding time. The action
was of a high level and the dialogue work excellent, >

On August 2, 1920 three one-act plays were presented
by the summer class in dramatic reading. They were The

Kleptomaniac, Misg Doulton's Orchids and The Burgler, three

plays by Margaret Cameron. Under the headline, "Dramatic
Class 8cores Success--Comedy Roles Well Interpreted by

Particlpants", Central Normal Life reported that the plays
were given ",..last evening / August 2, 1920/ on the out-

door stage in Normal Woods. 40

Casts for the three plays
were included.
The 1921 Chippewa reported that Professor Beddow

staged four plays, The Christmas Chimes, The Florist Shop,

Foundations and Sherwood4l during the 1920-1921 school

Year. No records were found for a production of The Christ-

39 1Ibid,, July 6, 1920.
40 Ibid., August 3, 1920.
41 Chippewa, op. cit., 1921.
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mas Chimes. The Florist Shop was presented by the class

in dramatic reading and was “...directed by Professor I.
A. Beddow at last Friday's chapel / lMarch 18, 19217 ...
The clever and refreshing little comedy was very well

acted,'42 Foundations by John Galsworthy was directed

by Mr. Beddow for the Mt. Pleasant Women's Club, and, while
gseveral students and faculty members from the Normal School
participated in the production, it was not officilally
sponsered by the sohool.43

Alfred Noyes! SBherwood was the Commencement play of
June 20, 1921, On April 13, Life recorded: "...at com-
mencement time Professor Beddow's class in Dramatic Reading
will stage Alfred Noyes! 'Sherwood' . 4% Ag the production
progressed the paper announced under the headline, "Wood-
land Play Monday Evening", that "Robin Hood and his merry
men hold forth in Normal Woods".%® This was one of the

times when Life reviewed the commencement play. In the

first 1ssue of the summer session the following review

42 Life, op. cit., March 23, 1921,
43 Ibid., March 16, 1921.
44 Ibid., April 13, 1921.
45 Ibid., June 15, 1921.
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appeared:
FIFTY STUDENTS GIVE NOYES' PLAY IN WOODS AT MT. PLEASANT

Spectators witnessing the woodland play "Sherwood",
successfully presented at Central Normal Monday evening
on the outdoor stage in Normal woods by Professor
Beddow'!s class in Dramatic reading, were thrilled by
the story plot as conceived by the poet, Noyes, and the
dramatic interpretation given the play by the students.

Colored lights directed upon the naturally beautiful
woodland stage and upon the vari-colored costumes %f
the performers, created many beautiful gcenes....4

The first record of a production in 1922 was the
announcement in Life that the Reading class presented a

play, The Piper's Pay, by Margaret Cameron, on March 13.47

This one-act play was part of an assembly program on that
date. The cast was 1ncluded in the write-up.

During 1922 the outdoor stage was remodeled. This
outdoor stage conslsting of temporary platforms set in the
wood with the audience sitting on wooden chairs set up for
each performance, was located Just behind the old main
bullding in what was known as the Normal Woods. During the
winter all the equipment was moved inside and stored in the

main buildlng.48 When this stage was improved, Life

46 Ibid.,,July 6, 1921,
47 1Ibid., March 15, 1921.
48 Personal interview with H. G. Gover, proprietor

of Govers, the campus book store (1920- ) and graduate of
Central State Normal (1908), July 5, 1951.
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presented a feature article on this constructlon work
under the headline:?

OUTDOOR STAGE TO BE REJUVENATED

Plans are now underway for making extenslve repalrs
and alterations on our woodland theatre. A permanent
seating arrangement has been planned which will obviate
the necessity of using chalrs at each performance. The
new arrangement will accomodate about one thousand
students on the main floor, so to speak, besldes a
small number in the three boxes at eilther side. The
stage 1tself will be much improved in a number of ways.
Back walls and wings are now being constructed under
the direction of Prof. Beddow, which will be of Specigl
advantage in aiding the audience to hear distinctly.

On June 14 Life reported that The Charm School, by

Allce Duer Miller and Robert Kilton, would be the commence-
ment play for that spring and would be presented on June 19,
1922 in this "...New Woodland Theatre...'°® The paper
continued with a report on the recent alterations upon the
stage:?
The stage has been remodeled and will present a
new appearance, There willl be flood lights and other
new equipment, No expense will be spared to make the

performance a sucgiss. Everyone should see the
brilliant comedy.

49 Life, op. cit., March 21, 19°51.
50 Ibid., June 14, 1922.
51 Loc. cilt,



FIGURE 3

Rehearsal Scene
Woodland Theatre

1926

(Picture belonging to Mrs. Harry Gover)
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The Chippewa reported in the summary of actlvitles 1n
1922 that in The Charm School, *The characters were very

realistic. Plot good."52
The commencement play in 1923 was George Bernard

Shaw'!s The Devil's Disciple. Life commented on June 13,

1923 that, "Ever since the production of Sophocles' Anti-
gone durlng commencement week, 1919 the annual commence-
ment has been an important event of commencement week.'53
The cast for the play was announced in the same 1ssue.
It was to be presented by the dramatic reading class in
the Woodland Theatre.

The files of the college newspaper are incomplete
for these years through 1925 as many issues have not been
replaced, all 1ssues having been destroyed by the fire in
1925. No other dramatic activities during 1922 and 1923
were recorded in the 1lssues which are on flle.

Much the same situation prevailed for the year
1923-1924. However, a personal diary of that period was
discovered by Mrs. Harry Gover, a nelghbor of the author.

Her entry for June 23, 1924 was:. "Saw play in woods.

52 Chippewa, op. cit., 1922.
53 Life, op. cit., June 13, 1923.
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Daddy Long Legs."5% Later the original program for this
production was found in the collection of Dr. Rolland
Maybee, Head of the Department of History at Central Michi-
gan College. The play was written by Jean Webster. MNrs.
Gover had entries in the dilary concerning other ¥“plays"
seen during 1923 and 1924, but unfortunately theilr titles
were not mentioned. That there were other plays being
produced, however, would seem evident,

In the spring of 1925 the Woodland Theatre was
remodeled again, Life of June 3, 1925 ran a description
of the new stage as follows:

The new stage 1s very modern and has been bullt
according to the most approved scientific plans.

The foundation of the stage 1s concrete and oak
planks bolted to steel beams that are held by the
concrete pillers make the floor.

The stage slants upward toward the center both
from the front and back. This is a very desirable
point as 1t makes the actor more easily seen from
the audience, and also allows for greater ease in
moving propertles.

About two-thirds of the stage 1s occupled by
dressing rooms and property roggs and retiring rooms
for the actors when off stage.

54 Personal Diary of Mrs. Harry G. Gover, Mt,
Pleasant, Michigan. Entry for June 23, 1924,

55 Life, op. cit., June 3, 1925.
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On June 10, the preliminary announcement of the

coming Commencement play appeared, The headline was:?
"Palace of Truth in Norzal Woods®.°® There was no mention
of the author, but the general outline of plot was given
as well as the cast of the production. Next week the paper
elaborated with a picture of the cast in rehearsal and a
second article on production detalls. This article gave
the author of the play as W, S. Gilbert, co-author with

Arthur Sullivan of such operettas as H. M. 8. Pinafore,

The Mikado, and the Piratesg of Penzance. The Dramatic

Reading Class was to produce the play.57 The original
program for the production was found later verifying 1ts
productlon.

In July, 1925, Life had as the main headline, "One
Act Plays to be Pregsented Thursday--Beneflt Log Cabin
Museum."S8 A project to obtaln an authentic log cabin
as an historical museum on the campus had been started
and the summer dramatic reading class was helping to raise
funds for the purchase, The article appealed for aid.
The plays to be given were Too Much Mustard, Two Slatterns

56 1Ibid., June 10, 1925.
57 1Ibid., June 25, 1925.
58 1Ibid., July 8, 1925.
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and a King, Between the Soup and the Savory and Lend Me

Five Shillingg.sg No report of their production was
found.
On December 2, 1925, Life announced that:
An unusually entertaining group of three one-act
comedies will be presented at the Normal assembly
hall, Monday evening, December 7. The people of the

city as well ga the students are invited. Admission
will be free.

A 1list of the plays and their cast of characters followed
the announcement. The plays were Their Husband, Thursday

Evenlng and Fourteen.

These plays were destined to be postponed. On the
morning of December 7, 1925 the Central Michigan Normal
8chool building burned to the ground at an estimated loss
of between $600,000 and $700,000. The building contained
the auditorium facilities, a 30,000 volume library and the
administrative offices containing the school records.61

Despite the loss of thelr offices the Central Normal Life

published their next issue on time with the headline,
®tCarry On' 1s Students! Uotto." 62

59 Loc. cit.

60 Life, op. cit., December 2, 1925.
61 Ibld., December 9, 1925.

62 Loc. cit.
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Another headline in the same l1ssue announced that,
"Minus Lost Stage Properties One Act Plays Are Given..."

Desplte an estimated loss of between $75 and $100

in materials by Prof. I. A. Beddow's dramatic reading
class, the three one-act plays...were given in the
high school Tuesday evening /December 8, 1925/ before
a capacity crowd. The plays had origlnally'Been
scheduled for londay evening in the "late" Normal
auditorium63 The stage propertlies had been arranged
Sunday....

Those three one-act plays were the last dramatic
event planned for the Normal auditorium. One of the major
stages of the Normal school had been destroyed. It was
not a stage with the most modern equipment. Curtains had
to be hung every time a performance was given and the area
was small, but it was the only indoor facility for pro-
ducing a play that the Normal school had. All the equip-
ment used on the Woodland Theatre was stored in the burned
bullding and was destroyed in the fire. There 1s no record
of what this equipment was, but the loss was complete,
Thus the dramatic department which had been developing in
these years suffered a set-back.

The fire of 1925 might be said to mark the end of a
period in the program of dramatic activity in the Normal

school., In 1906 Professor Beddow came to Central Michigan

Normal School to form the Department of Expression, which

63 Loc. cit,
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became the Department of Readingz and Speach. By 1925 he
had held this positlion for nineteen years. Durinz that
time he had instituted classes with the presentation of
dramas as their purpose. He had produced seventeen annual
commnencement plays using approximately 250 actors, started
the productlion of one-act plays during the school year
and established the Woodland Theatre in the Normal Woods.
The program for the year consisted of several one-acts
presented through the year and one three-act play presented
during the commencement week.

The Woodland Theatre was not destroyed by the fire,
but the loss of equlpment would bring changes in production.
The indoor theatre was gone. For a perlod Professor Beddow

was to be faced with the problem of rebuilding.
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CHAPTER III

DRAMATIC ACTIVITIES FROM 1926 TO THE SPRING CF
1939 AND THE RETIREMENT OF PROFESSOR IRA A. BEDDOW

Central Michigan Normal's dramatic program had
suffered a set-back of major proportions in the fire which
razed the maln bullding on December 7, 1925. Although the
Woodland Theatre was not harmed in the fire, all the equip-
ment used in that theatre had been stored in the main
building. The indoor theatre facilitles with 1ts eqQuilpment
was also destroyed., Although there had been a loss in
plant facilities for the dramatic activities, these activi-
ties did not cease.

Construction was started on a new building to re-
place the burned one. This bullding was to contaln ade-
quate auditorium facllities for the presentation of any
production.1

Woodland Theatre remalned intact and on April 21,
1926 Life reported that George Kelley's Craig's Wife

would be produced on that stage as the eilghteenth annual

2

commencexnent play. There was a speclal distinction added

1 Central Normal Life (Central Michigan Normal
8chool, Mt. Pleasant, Wichigan), September 28, 1926.

2 Ibid., April 21, 1926.
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to the presentation of this play in that this was to be the
first appearance of the play outside of New York., Mr.
Beddow secured special permission from the author to stage
the play,® and the Woodland Theatre production ran simul-
taneously with the New York production.

On June 16, 1926, under the headline "'Craig's Wife!
1s Remarkable Play", Life recorded that the play was to be
given on June 18, in the Woodland Theatre. The paper
again stressed the fact that this was the first amateur
production to be given in the United States. The article
continued, saying that Professor Beddow had said, "...this
18 probably one of the most expensive commencement plays
to be given during the past 18 years in which he has been
d.irec'cing."4 There was no review of the play, but a
program from the production was found and 1s included in
Appendix A.

The first notice of a Dramatic Club on the campus
appeared in Life of February 3, 1926, which stated, "The
Drgmatic Club of Central Normal is getting under way by
achieving the first of 1ts aims, that of reading various

3 Loc. cit.

4 Ibid., June 16, 1926.
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types of plays."® The article went on to point out that
the club hoped to present some one-act plays soon. No
further record of the Dramatic Club appeared until 1934.

During this period when there were no facilities
for indoor productions on the Normal campus the Lit, Pleas-
ant High School auditorium became the place of productlon.
The 1927 Chippewa recorded that on March 15, 1927 four
plays were presented in that auditorium. No recordsof the
titles of these plays were found.6

On June 17, 1927, the Dramatic Reading Class pre-
sented All of a Sudden Peggy as the annual commencement
play, on the Woodland Stage. The Chippewa of 1927 report-
ed the production and included a pilcture of the presenta-
tion, along with a 1list of the cast and a quotation from
Professor Beddow that this play, "...1s the first purely
laughable comedy Central has had for several years."’

In 1927 the bachelor of science degree was granted
at Central Michigan Normal and Central Normal became Cen-
tral State Teachers Colleze, one of four teachers colleges

in the state of Michigan.

5 Ibild., February 3, 1926.
6 Chippewa (Central State Normal Annual), 1927.

7 Loc. cit.
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In the fall of 1927 the Dramatic Reading Class
scheduled three one-acts. They were to be presented on
November 7 in the high school auditorium. Life previewed
the performance and stated that the purpose of the pre-
sentation was, "...to ralse some funds for the purchase

8

of scenery and equlpment for the new stage. There was

no report on the outcome of the plays or of what equip-
ment was purchased if any.

On June 16, 192§ the Adminlstration Bulldling was
dedicated. This bullding continued to be known as the
Adminlstration Bullding until June 17, 1939, when the offi-

clal name of the bullding was changed to Warriner Hell in

9

honor of retiring President E. C. Warriner. The descrip-

tion of the buillding in Central State Teachers College
Catalogue of 1928-1929 stated:

Directly back from the main entrance is the new
auditorium. This 1s a splendid addition, with 1its
capacity of sixteen hundred and a stage capable of
caring for any production. The chairs are of the
latest theatre type. The balcony is so arranged
that every seat commands an unobstructed view of
the stage. A projection booth wifB the most up=-to-
date apparatus has been provided.

8 Central State Life (called this as of Septem-
ber 28, 1927), October 18, 1927.

9 1Ibid., July 5, 1939,

10 Central State Teachers College Quarterly Year-
book, (Ut. Pleasant, Wichigan), April, 1929.
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With the addition of a modern auditorium with
stage and adequate lighting faclilitlies the Woodland Theatre
dropped from use as a place of productlon for dramatic
activities. Nineteen commencement plays had been presen-
ted on the stage before 1t ceased to function.

The first play to be presented in this new audi-
torium was Arthur Goodrich's So This Is London. Life on

April 25, 1928, reported that this play was to be part of

the dedication ceremonies for the new bullding which were

11

to take place at commencement time. Both Life and the

Chippewa recorded the casts of the play and the date as
June 16.12 There was no review of the play.

New Brooms by Frank Craven was the commencement

play in 1929, As reported in the Chippewa, for the year,
this comedy was described as, "The eternal struggle between

youth and age."13 The files of Central State Life are

incomplete for 1928-1929 and no record of the production

was to be found in avallable records.

11 Life, op. cit., April 25, 1928.
12 Loc. cit., Chippewa, 1928,

13 Chlppewa, 22. Cito, 19290



45
In 1930, Mrs. C. C. Barnes, wife ¢f the college
registrar, was added to the speech staff. She asslsted
in the classes 1n Play Production, as Dramatic Reading was
coming to be known. On March 24 and 25, 1930, the Play
Production class presented four one-act plays in the

auditorium: When the Clock Strikes and Suppressed Desires,

(presented on Monday, March 24) and The Florist Shop and

The Masque of the Three Strangers, (presented on Tuesday,

Karch 25).14 Casts for the four plays were included in
the report.

The commencement play in 1930 was The Cagsilis!

Engagement by 8t. John Hankin, presented on June 20.1n

the auditorium. The announcement that the play was to be
produced and directed by Mr. Beddow with the 1ist of the
cast was found in the issue of Life of May 21, 1930.1°
During the school year of 1930-1931 dramatic
activity on the campus increased, in that the Junlor Class
produced a play. On March 11, 1931, in the college audi-

torlum, the Junlor Class presented One of the Famlly by

Kenneth Webb, directed by Armond Stolz, Lansing Senior.

According to the report the play was, "...all student-

14 Life, op. cit., March 26, 1930.
15 Life, op. cit., May 21, 1930.
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selected, manaced and produced by the Junior Class" .16
No program was found for this production, but Life gave
advance publicity in issues preceding 1its presentation,l7
and reviewed the play very favorably, adding the hope
that the Junior Play would ".,..become a tradition at
Central State."18

During March 1931, Mrs. Barnes! Dramatic Reading

Class presented ten one-act plays 1in four afternoon per-

formances. They were: Many Happy Returns and If Men

Played Cards As Women Do (March 20), The Lord's Will,

The Maker of Dreams and Joint Owners In Soain (March 21),
Jazz and Minuet and The Teeth of the Gift Horse (March 23),

Beau of Bath and Urs. Oatley's Telephone (March 24).19

On June 3, 1931, Life stated that, "'Come Out of the
Kitchen' will be Annual Commencement Play".zo This comedy
by Augustus Thomas was presented June 19 in the College
Auditorium. Life carrled a plcture of the cast rehearsing

and a picture of Director Beddow with an article under the

16 Chippewa, op. cit., 1931.

17 Life, op. cit., March 4 and 11, 1©31.
18 Ibid., March 18, 1931.

19 Ibid., March 25, 1931.

20 Ibid., June 3, 1931.



plcture giving a brief resume of two or three of the p

which had been presented during the 23 years he had be

directlng.21

The Chippewa of 1932 stated:

- During the winter term 11 one-act plays were pr
duced by the dramatic reading class, taught by lirs
C. C. Barnes. Some of these plays were given in
other towns. These plays were given in the audito

43
lays

en

O=-

r-

lum and were attended by and enjoyed by many of the

students.<<
The library files of Life for the years 1931 an
1932 are not complete and nothing more was found conce
ing these productions.
On Tuesday evening, March 8, 1932, the Junior C

presented their second annual play, The Charm School b

Alice Duer Miller and Robert lilton. Again the comedy
was "...directed, acted and managed by students",23

The commencement play in 1932 was The World and

d

m-

lass

y

His

Wife by Jose de Echegaray, translated from the Spanish

Charles F. Nirdlinger. It was presented under the di-

rection of Professor Beddow.24

21 Ibid., June 17, 1931.
22 Chippewa, op. cit., 1932.
23 From the Original Prozram. Appendix A.

24 Life, op. cit., June 15, 1932, and the Orig
Program, Appendix A.

by

inal



49

The Chippewa of 1933 announced that during the
winter term eleven one-acts were produced by the Dramatic
Reading Class under the direction of Professor Beddow,25
but the 1ssues of Life for that year 4i1d not record or
review the presentations.

There was no production recorded by the Junlor Class
of that year.

In 1933 for the first time financial records appeared
giving an inventory of equipment belonglng to the stage.
Listed were:

One metallic painted curtain . . . . . $130.00

One set s8cenery. . « « « ¢« o « o« « « o 305,00
One BpOt ligklt [ ] e L] . [ [} L[] [ . L] . ] 45000

One velour valence border, grand
border, ete. « « 4+ ¢ ¢+ o + < . .1,359.00 o

One Set-"’sunfast I'ep.. . . . ° 3 ° ° ] 660.00 6

The commencement play in 1933 was The Ivory Door,

by A. A. Mllne. This was the twenty-fifth annual commence-
ment play directed by Professor Beddow. The selectlion of
the play and the cast was announced 1in Life for May 10,
1933,27 with the further announcement that the play would

be produced on June 15, 1933, in the auditorium appearing

25 Chlppewa, op. clt., 1933.

26 From the inventory of equipment sent to State
Audlitor General from Central State Teachers College, June
30, 1932,

27 Life, op. clit., May 10, 1933,
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in the June 7 1ssue of the paper.28
Record of summer activity in the dragmatic program
appeared in 1933 when the summer Dramatic Reading Class

presented two one-acts, Zona Gale's The Neighbors and

Alice Gerstenberg'!s Fourteen on August 2 in the auditorium.<d
The year 1933-1934 marked the introduction of one of
the present dramatic groups on campus. During that year
the "Masquers", an organized dramatic club, was formed.
There had been mention of a "dramatic club" in 1926 but
no details of the organization or activities can be found.30
On January 31, 1934, Life announced that, "The dramatic club
will have a business meeting to accept i1ts constitution
Thursday evening at 7:00 in A.157".%1  In the February 4,
1934, 1ssue of Life the following appeared under the head-
ing: "lasquers, Not Dramatics".
The Masquers, formerly the Dramatics club, has
accepted the constitution dravn up by the members
of the constitution committee. It 1s now in thg2
hands of Miss Bertha M. Ronan...(Dean of Women)

This club produced a number of one-acts during the year

28 Ibid., June 7, 1933.

29 1Ibid., July 26, 1233.

30 Cf. ante., Chapter III, page 4.

¢l Life., op. clt., January 31, 1934.
32 Ibid., February 25, 1934.
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for the members of the club.<d
The Junior Class presented a three-act play in 1<34,
under the direction of Ur. Beddow. The play, presented on
May 16 1in the auditorlum, was Arthur Goodrich's 8o Thisg Is
London. The cast was announced on April 18, 1934, in leg.54
The play was reviewed on lay 186 with the following state-
ment:
For the first time in the history of this vproduction
the Junior play was reneated by popular request. The
Tn the M. Pleasent nigh sehool auditorium.o8 o 7
The announcement of the "twenty-sixth annual com-

mencenent play" was in the Life for May 23, 1934.96

The
LLEEQ‘bY Sir Henry Arthur Jones was to be presented June

12 in the auditorium under the direction of Professor Ira
A. Beddow. The cast for the production was announced under
the headline, "Beddow Establishes Directing Record With
Play of June 12".%7  After 1isting the cast of the play

the reporter stated:

Central's speech professor has perhaps obtained
a world's record in college drematics. This is the

-33 Ibld., March 14, 1934 and from club notes.
34 Ibid., April 18, 1934,

35 Ibid., May 16, 1934.

36 Ibid., May 23, 1934.

37 Ibid., June 6, 1934.
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26th successlve year that Professor Ira A. Beddow has
directed the commencement play.

Mr. Beddow has always taken hls leave of absence
in the fall or winter so thgt he would be here in the
espring to direct the play.

The Masquers continued to meet during the school
year 1934-1935. The Chippewa reported that the club gave
two one-acts at club meetings and two others at Professor
Beddow!s home during the year.39 On March 12, 1935, the
club traveled to Saginaw, lichigan, to see Cornella Otis

Skinner in The Wives of Henry VIII.*O

The first notice of the commencement play for 1935
came in the May first i1ssue of Life which stated:
¥*The Torch-Bearers", by George Kelley, is in its
fourth week of rehearsal. This is the twenty-seventh

consecutive commencement drama directed by Professor
I. A. Beddow, head of Ehe speech department. It will

be presented June 21.%4
Articles concerning the progress of the production and

plectures of rehearsals, actors and sets were in later

issues of Life.42

38 Loc. cit.

39 Chippewa, op. cit., 1935.

40 Life, op. cit., March 13, 1935.

41 Ibid., May 1, 1935.

42 Ibid., June 12, 1935, and June 19, 1935.
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During the winter term of 1936 Professor Beddow
took a leave of absence and Fred R. Bush of the English
Department took over the Masquers, as Joint sponsor.
There were only five members of the club at the beginning
of that year.43 The only record of a play produced by
the club that year was an announcement in the club news
that, "The play 'Uncle Peter and the D. D. S.', which is
to be given by the Masquers will be reedy for presenta-
tion in about three weeks."%%

Mr. Beddow returned in the spring term in time to

direct his twenty-eichth commencement play, Remember the

Day, by Phllo Higley and Phillip Dunning. Articles 1n
Life for April 22, lMay 20, June 3, and June 10 gave the
cast, date of production, theme, and plot of the play.
The play was presented June 18, 1926, in the college audi-
torium with ten College Junior High students apnearing in
the cast.49

During winter term, 1937, Mr. Beddow agealn took a
leave of absence. The Life of January 6, 1937, stated that

43 Chlppewa, op. cit., 1936.
44 Life, op. cit., February 19, 1936.
45 1Ibid., June 10, 1936.
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Mr., Karl Oehmke, a graduate of lichlgan Normal College at
Y¥psilantl and former assistant in speech there, would take
Professor Beddow's place.46 During the year a column
called "Drama-ticks" appeared several times in the Life.
This column gave news concerning any »roduction of a
dramatic nature which appeared on the campus.

On February 24, 1937, Life prevliewed two one-act
plays, The Other One by Arthur Ketchum and The New Bride

by Lois Howell, which were to be presented by ldasquers in
the college assembly on Friday, February 26. They were

directed by Miss June Hulsapple, a student member of

47

Magquers. The New Brlde was also presented at the

Pigeon (Wichigan) High School on March 12, 1937, under

the sponsorship of Masquers.48

On March 13, 1937, Central State's Reading and
Speech Department sent four delegates to the meeting of
amateur Thesplans held in Kalamazoo (Michigan). The pur-
pose of the meeting was to organize a Michigan Associatién

49

of Non-Professional Theaters. Masquers Joined this

group 1in 1938.

46 Ibid., January 6, 1937.
47 Ibid., February 24, 1937.
48 1Ibid., March 17, 1937.

49 Loc. cit.
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On May 25 and 26 the Masquers produced a Spring
Play Festlival of one-act plays. They were oresented in
*The Little Theatre". This theatre wes a classroom in
the Administration Building with a stage at one end of
the room used by the debate and oratory classes. This was
the first record of its use for a dramatic activity. Six
one-act plays under the direction of slx students under the
general directlion of Miss June Hulsapple, were presented.

They were: Three's a Crowd, by McCarty; There's Always

Tomorrow, by Pettigrew; Wienles on Wednesday, by Strachan;

Who Says Can't, by McClure; No, No, A Thousand Times No;

and The Fatal Quest.°°

Up to 1937 the space underneath the stage, consist-
ing of two large rooms, had been occupled by the band. In
1937 one of these rooms was glven to the lMasquers 1in recog-

nition of the increased activity in dramatics.51

Holiday, by Phillip M. Barry was chosen as the
commencement play in 1937 and was presented on June 16
in the auditorium, under Professor Beddow's directilon.

a.%%

No cast was announced, but a program was foun There

was no review of the play in the campus publication.

50 Ibid., May 19, 1937 and the Original Programn.
51 Chippewa, op. cit., 1937.
52 Life, op. cit., June 16, 1937.
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During the summer school the Dramatic Reading Class

presented two one-act plays, The llaster Salesman and A

Woman of Character, under Professor Beddow's direction.
53

They were presented on July 21, 1937.
The first dramatic activity for 1937-1938 was

three plays scheduled to be produced by Masquers. <The

plays given on larch 19 were: Rehearsgl, by Frank Shay;

Minuet, by Louls N. Parker; and Thursday Evening, by Chris-
54

topher Morley. The productlons were reported in Life
on March 23, 1938, 9°

In Mpril the cast for the commencement play was
announced. The play was The Night of January 16th, by
Ayn Rand56 and was presented in the audltorium on May 15.57

A feature article on the plot of the pley and the story

of 1ts production in New York and on the road appeared in

58

the May 25 Life. A plcture of the cast in rehearsal

53 Ibid., July 31, 1937.

54 1Ibid., February 23, 1938.
55 Ibid., March 23, 1938.

56 Ibid., April 20, 1938.

57 Ibid., May 11, 1938.

58 1Ibid., May 25, 1938.
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and another article were included in the June 8 1ssue of
Life.59

In that same 1ssue there appeared a brief announce-
ment

Three famous acts from Shekespeare's plays will be
presented in the college auditorium tomorrow, June 9,
at 3 o'clock, by students who are enrolled in speech
402 under the direction of Prof. Ira A. Beddow.

The program will include "the sleep-walking scene"
in Act V., 8cene 1, of "Macbeth"; and two acts from
the "Merchant of Venice"--"The Trégl of Shylock", and
the happy conclusion of the play.

During winter term of 1939 the lMasquers staged two
one-act plays, The Boor, by Anton Chekov, and Sham, by
Frank G. Tompkins. They were presented at the college
assembly on February 24, 1939.61

The retirement of Professor Beddow as head of the
Department of Reading and Speech wes announced in Life,
February 8, 1939. The notice stressed the fact that the
next commencement play would be Professor Beddow's thirty-

first annual production at Central State and also his

last.62

59 1Ibid., June 8, 1938.

60 Loc. cit.

61 Life, op. cit., March 1, 1939.
62 Ibld., February 8, 1939.
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On April 12 Professor Beddow announced in Life
that he had chosen Jacques Duval's Tovarich as hls final

production.63 It was presented on June 14, 1939, in the

64

college auditorium. The play was previewed with

articles and pictures before production.55

This production marked the end of Ira A. Beddow's
career as head of the Devartment of Reading and Speech
at Central B8tate Teachers College. In the thirty-three
years Professor Beddow had held that position he produced
thirty-one annual commencement three-act plays, presenting
such authors as Sophocles, J. M. Barrie, George Kelley,
A. A, Uilne, and George Bernard Shaw. Some of the better
known plays presented over this span of years were Antlgone

in 1909, his first production, Shaw's The Devil's Disciple,

in 1923, Kelly's The Torch Bearers, in 1935, Phillip Barry's

Holliday 1n 1937 and Kelly's Cralg's Wife, in 1926. Other

developments took place over these years. Since the spring
of 1928 the place of production was the college audltorium

rather than the Woodland Theatre. A dramatic organization

was bullt within the student body which became known as

63 1Ibid., June 14, 1939.
64 Ibid., June 14, 1939,
65 Loce. cit.
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the Masquers. For a period of two years (1931 and 1932)
the Junlor Class had produced a three-act play, but this
failled to become a traditional production.

From bare beginnings of an unorganized program of
dramatic activitles Mr. Beddow bullt a Reading and Speech
Department, Other than his directing activities in the
fleld of dramatics he coached the college debaters and
orators and taught all general speech classes. That Pro-
fessor Beddow had galned the admiration of the faculty
and students of Central State Teachers College was evi-
denced 1n the co-dedication of the 1939 Chippewa thank-
ing him for his many years of service to the institution.66
He was seventy years old when he retired to live in St.
Petersburg, Florida. His death on April 5, 1950, brought
gsorrow to former students and colleagues.67

In the fall of 1939 dramatic activities of the

school entered into a new phase which will be discussed

in the following chapter.

66 Chippewa, op. clt., 1939.

67 Centralight, op. cit., June 1950,

——
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CHAPTER IV

THE DRAMATIC ACTIVITIES UNDER THE DIRECTION OF FRED
R, BUSH FROM THE FALL OF 1939 THROUGH THE SPRING OF 1950

In 1939 a new administration took office at Central
State Teachers College. Charles L. Anspach became president
of the institution in that year.1 Changes were made 1n the
curriculum and in the admninistration of the college.

One guch change was in the reorganization of the
Reading and Speech Department. From the time of the
organlzation of the department under Professor Beddow in
1906 to his retirement in the spring of 1939 all speech
and drama was handled personally by the head of the depart-
ment. During the sumner session the following announce-
ment appeared in Central State Life?

BUSH I8 NAMED DRAMATICS HEAD
Speech and dramatics, heretofore one department
at Central State Teachers college, will be divorced
from each other this fall with Mr. Fred R. Bush,
assistant professor in the English department as head

of the dramatics department, Dr. Charles Lz Anspach,
president of Central, announced this week,

1 Central State Life (Central State Teachers College,
Mt. Pleasant, Wichigan),  July 5, 1939.

2 1Ibid., August 2, 1939.
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However, contrary to the announcements, a separate
Dramatics Department was not formed. The department still
continued to be know as the Reading and Speech Department,
but there was now a division of dramatics within the de-
partment., Mr. Bush took the title of Director of Dramatics
a8 a matter of convenience for official correspondence.3
Dr. Wilber E. loore became the Head of the Reading and
Speech Department in the fall of 1939 and has retained
that position to the time of the present writing. (July,
1951).

Fred R. Bush became a member of the Central State
Teachers College faculty in the fall of 1931.4 At that
time he came as an assistant professor in the English
Department, He recelved his bachelor of arts degree from
Central Michigan Normal School in 1920, his Master of Arts
in English and Education from the Unlversity of Chicago
in 1931, hié bachelor of music from Wisconsin College of
Music in 1930 and had done graduate work at Northwestern
University in Journalism. Before coming to Central lr.
Bush had been head of the English Department in the West
Allis (Wisconsin) High School. After hils appointment as

director of dramatics Lr. Bush spent the summers of 1939

3 Information received from Professor Fred R. Bush.

4 Life, op. cit., September 23, 1931.
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and 1940 at Columbia University taking further graduate
work in the department of drama.® Wr, Bush was connected
with Central's dramatic activities as the advlisor of the
Masquers, takinz that Jjob Jjointly with Professor Beddow
in 1936.

The next period of dramatic activities, under the
direction of Fred R, Bush, was a period of change. Not
only was.the curriculum under the supervision of a new
person, but the program of production was revised and in-
creased,

Mr. Bush officlally took over hls new position in

the fall semester of 1939.6 The classes in dramatic pro-

duction at that time were:

Play Production (Speech 201) giving three credits
fall semester;

Theatre Laboratory (Speech 207) giving two credits
fall semester;

Play Production (Speech 401) giving three credits
spring semester and

Theatre Laboratory (Speech 307) giving two credits
spring semester.
The Play Production Classes were a carry-over from the

former Dramatic Reading Classes. The Theatre Laboratory

5 Who's Who Among College and University Professors,

1950.

6 In the fall of 1939 Central State Teachers College

began using the two semester school year in place of the
three term year.

7 Central State Teachers College Quarterly Yearbook,
1939-1940.
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courses were added that year.

A change in the purpose of the fall semester Play
Production Class was the addition of the production of a
three-act play to the production of one-act plays.8

Also during 1939 the Masquers produced a three-act
play for the first time and continued the custom in suc-
ceeding years. This production was Robert Sherriff's

Journey's End, presented in Warriner Audltoriumg on Febru-

ary 13 and 14, 1940, under the direction of Mr. Bush.l0

The spring semester Play Production Class took over
the production of the "annual commencement play" as part
of 1ts class work.

Each of these organizations produced one-act plays
in addition to these three-act presentations.

Thus there was a development from one annual three-
act play presented during the college commencement week
to the program of at least three full-length productions
each year.

Among other innovations introduced into the program

8 Loc. cit.

9 In the summer of 1939 the Administration Build-
ing was renamed Warriner Hall in honor of President Emeri-
tus E, C. Warriner.

10 Life, op. cit., February 14, 1940.
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of dramatic activities during the next ten years were:
the Annual Hizh School One-Act Play Festlval, the Children's
Theatre, the Touring and Exchange program, the organlzation
of Kappa Theta Cast of Alpha Psi Omega, National Dramatics
Fraternity, the Reading Theatre, the Annual Freshman One-
Act Play Festival, a sumnmer three-act play production and
additional course work in the field of dramatics.

Because there was ah increase 1n the number of pro-
ductions over these ten years, the plan of this chapter
will of necessity be different than that of the preceding
chapters. The flrst portlon of the chapter will consist
of a brief chronological history of the developments cited
above, listinz the names and dates of productions when
expedient.

The second portion of Chapter IV will consist of an
appendix, Appendlx B, glving a number of charts and lists
containing complled data in chronological order on these
developments. Included will be: the three-act plays pro-
duced along with thelr authors, date of productions, produc-
ing organization, place or places of production and a refer-
ence when avallable to the current campus newspaper source:
the Annual High School One-Act Play Festivals along with

the date of the festival, the sponsor, the number of schools



66
participating, the number of high school students partici-
pating and the name of the visitingz commentator of the
festival; the Annual Freshman One-Act Play Festival along
with the date of production, sponsor, number of plays
produced, number of freshmen taking part and the number
of students acting as directors and members of the pro-
ductlon staffs; a compilation of the Annual Dramatlcs Re-
port along with the number of productions, the number of

performances, the number of students acting, the number

of students on the production staffs, the approximate nun
ber of spectators and the amount of income received from
the sale of season tickets; and a financial report of the
1ncoie and expenses for 12939 through 1950.

When lMr. Bush became the director of dramatics at
Central State Teachers College be began a collection of
data which now is contalned in a number of volumes 1in the
drama office. These volumes contaln the prosrams for ell
maJor productions and most minor productions, pilctures of
the productions and some newspaper clippings concerning the

11

productions. Mr. Bush has also kept records of financizal

data and of student participation.

11 Central Michigan Colleze Theatre Yearbook,
1939-1940 to 1950- .
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The Royal Family
oy
Edna Ferter and Georce S. Kaufman
October 11 and 13, 1548

Woerriner Auditorium






CHAPTER IV- PART ONE

A CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF DEVELOPLENTS IN THE
PROGRAM OF DRALATIC ACTIVITIES FROM 1939 TO 1950

The first change in the dramatic curriculum noted
by the college newspaper was the report on a new course
called Theatre Laboratory. Thls course had been added to

augment the Play Production Class as the stage design and

construction unit.12

During the fall semester the "1little theatre", the

room mentioned as having been used by the Lasquers for

13

one-act play productions, was remodeled. The platforms

were widened and a curtaln was hung, making 1t a more

14

adequate place for presentation. The first play pre-

sented in the theatre was Dust of the Road, by Kenneth

Sawyer Goodman, presented by the lasquers as a Christmas
program, December 14, 1939.15

The first three-act play presented at a time other
than commencement week was produced on December 13, 1932,

This was Mr. Pim Passes By, by A. A. Milne, presented by

12 Life, op. cit., October 4, 1939.

13 cf. ante.

14 Life, op. cit., November 15, 1939.

15 Theatre Yearbook, op. cit., 1939-1240.
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the Play Production Class under the direction of Fred R.
Bush., When asked why he innovated thils fall semester
three-act play, Mr. Bush answered that when he had taken
the Job of dramatics director his first plan was to in-
186

crease the number of full-length productions on campus.

Mr. Pim Pagseg By was the first of ten yearly fall semes-

ter three-act plays vproduced by the Play Production Class
(Speech 201).17 |

On February 13 and 14, 1940, the Masquers presented
their first three-act play, Robert Sherriff's World War I

drama, Journey's End, directed by Mr. Bush. This was thelr

first attemot of a three-act play. It wgs favorably re-
viewed by Central Life on February 14, 1940.18  This play
set a precedent for the Masquers which they contlinued to
follow each year and later each school semester. They
also continue to produce a number of one-acts each semes-
ter in the "1little theatre".

During the spring semester the advanced Play Pro-

duction Class (Speech 401) presented the three-act comedy,

What A Life, by Clifford Goldsmlth, as one of thelr class

16 Personal interview with Professor Fred R. Bush,
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, May 11, 1951.

17 BSee Appendix B for data concerning these pro-
ductions.

18 Life, op. cit., February 14, 1940.
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projects. It was presented on June 6, in the Warrlner
Hall Auditorium as a part of the comnencement activitiles
for 1940,1°

Also during the spring of 1940 the first Annuzl
High School One-Act Play Festival took place on April 19,
in the college auditorium. Twelve high schools in the
area around Mt. Pleasant, Michigzan, presented twelve one-

act plays.20

The two factors taken into conslderatlion

in picking the schools were: 1) the schools in a conven-
lent geographical location to Central State and 2) the
schools where former students of Central State were coach-
ing dramatics. The purvose of these festivals was not to
present a field of competitlion for an award, but rather to
provide helpful analysis of directing and producing problems.
A commentator was chosen to preslde each year. The first
commentator, in 1940, was Dr. Willlam P. Halstead, from
the University of Michligan Department of Speech.Zl This
festival took place again in 1941, but because of the war,
had to be curtalled from 1942 to the spring of 1947 when

1t wsas :r*evived.z2

19 1Ibid., June 5, 1940.

20 From the correspondence flles in the drama
office concerning the High School One-Act Play Festival
and from the original program.

21 Loc. cit.

22 Bee Appendix B.
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. During the summer of 1940 Mr. Bush took a leave of
absence to study in the drama department of Columbia
University. In hls absence lilss Thelma Slack of the Ash-
land (Ohio) College Speech Department directed the summer
play?zThornton Wilder's Qur Town, in the auditorium on
July 30, 1940. Thils play was presented by the Speech

Department.24

The 1940-1941 season followed the same pattern as
the previous season except one added production during
spring semester.

In 1941, May 23 and 24, the first annual Central
State Spring Festival was held on the campus. As a part
of that festival the Department of Speech presented Shakes-

peare's The Taming of the Shrew, directed by UNr. Bush.25

This production brought the number of three-act play pre-

sentations of the school year to four. The Taming of the

Shrew was also presented at the Evart (Liichigan) and Clare

(Michigan) high schools.

23 Life, op. cit., July 3, 1940.
24 From the original program.
25 From the original Souvenir Program "First

Annual Spring Festival, Central State Teachers College.
May 23 and 24, 1941.
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Mr. Bush conducted his first summer class in play

production during the gummner of 1941, The Man Who Came

To Dlnner, by George S. Kaufman and lloss Hart, was pro-
duced on August 4 and 5, 1941. Thils play, while produced
by tke class in play production, used any students inter-
ested 1n drematic activities in its cast and on its »ro-
duction staff, a policy followed in subsequent summer

26

productions.

The Man Who Came to Dinner was repeated as the first
27

play of the 1941-1942 season on November 25, 1941,
During the fall and early winter of 1941 a group was

organlzed under the auspices of the Central liichigan College

Extenslion Department and the First llethodist Church of lt.

Plegsant known as the "Sunday Evening Players®. This group,

directed by Mr. Bush, presented Charles Rann Kennedy's

The Servant in the House and toured to Nardin Park letho-

dist Church in Detroit, Michigan, Garret Biblical Institute
at Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinols and in other

citles in Michigan as well as presenting it in the college

26 Information received from lir. Fred R. Bush.
27 Theatre Yearbook, op. cit., 1941-1942,
28 During the summer of 1941 Central State Teachers

College became Central Michigan College of Education through
an act of the Michigan State Legislature.

28
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auditorium on December 7, 1941.29 This group did not
continue to produce after this season.

In addition to the Advanced Play Production Class's
three-ect production in the spring of 1942, the melodramna

by Wilbur Braun, Curse You, Jack Dalton, was presented

" Just for the fun of 1t" at a college assembly, April 24,
1942.%%  The Chipvewa reported that "Tre villain was
hissed, the hero was cheered, the heroine sighed and cried
over...and popcorn devoured ravenously." ot

A development in the 1842-1843 season was a second
semester production by the lMasquers. Before this they had
attempted only one three-act play a year, presented during
the first semegter. On February 2 and 5, 1943, they pre-
sented Lilllan Hellman's Watch On The Rhine. The play
was co-directed by Mr. Bush and Fremont Varnum, a student

active in dramatics.32

During 1942 and 1943 a season ticket was sold for

the first time to students, faculty and townspeople. Four

29 From the original programs and from correspond-
ence and bulletins concerning this group in the files of
the drama office,

20 From the original progran.

21 Chipvewa, Central Michizan College yearbook,
1942,

32 Notes on the original procram.
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productions were included in the price of the 1942-1943
season ticket, three three-act plays and one festival of
one-act plays.33 In later years this ticket has varied
in the number of adnissions and the price as the season
has fluctuated in the number and type of productions. No
record of income recelved from these tickets was kept
untll the 1944-1945 season.34

From June 1943 to June 1944 lr. Bush took a leave
of absence from Central lMichigan College. He entered the
American Red Cross as a Field Director and after a period
of training in Army Camps in the United States, spent the
1943-1944 season in Hawaii.35 During this time he was
appointed to the rank of assoclate Professor in the de-
partments of speech and English.36

During Professor Bush's absence two members of the
Speech Department took over his Job as director. Dr.
Wilber E. lMoore, head of the department, taught the first

gsemester class in play production, presenting Post Road

33 Correspondence files in the drama office, Season
Tickets., Letter to the holders of season tickets for the
1942-1943 dramatlc season.

34 Financilal records in the drama office. See
Appendix B.

35 Information received from lir. Bush.

36 Life, op. cit.
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by Wilbur Daniel Steele and Norma liltchell, on January 17
and 18, 1944.°7
The second semester class in play production was
taught by Dr. Eugene Chenoweth of the Speech and Reading

Department. Mlss Jlimmy, by Jean Provence, was presented
38

on May 15 and 16, 1944.
The lfasquers' production, Emylyn Williams' Night
Must Fall, was presented on February 14 and 15, 1944 and
was directed by a student, liss Virginia V.’aner.:39
During these years of World War II Central Michi-
gan College was assigcned a United States Navy V-12 unit
on campus, These students were permitted to take part
in college activities and thus the dramatic activities
during the war years d4i1d not suffer such a man shortage
as did many colleges during that period.4o
Professor Bush returned to the campus during the

sumner school of 1944. His first production on his re-

turn was Fanny and the Servant Problem, by Jerome K,

Jerome, presented in Warriner Hall Auditorium on August

7 and 8, 1944. A "speclal performance for V-12 and Ship's

3?7 From the original program.
38 From the origlnal program.
39 From the original program.

40 Chippewa, op. cit., 1944.
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Company (was) presented without Royalty charge through
courtesy of Samuel French“.41

In the 1944-1945 season five three-act plays in-
stead of the customary four were presented, the classes
in play production offering one each semester., Rose Frank-
en's Claudia, presented on campus December 4 and 5, 1944,
traveled to Veterans' Hospltal at Fort Custer (lichizan)
and Percy Jones Hospital in Battle Creek (lichigan), as
well as being presented in Shepard and Clare (Michigan).42

The fifth play durlng the season was a third pro-
duction by the lMasquers, George Brower and Bertram Block's

Dark Victory, presented on May 21 and 22, 1945. This was

directed by a student from the V-12 unit, Frederick Congdon.
During the summer session of 1945 the dramatic act-
ivities were organized under the sponsorship of the Central
Michigan Players, a group of Central Michigan College alumni
in the dramatic department who returned to Central for a
summer to work under Professor Bush, Alded by students in

the summer session, they presented two three-act plays,

41 From the original program.

42 From the original programs and from correspond-
ence flles in the drema office.
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Patterson Greene's Papa Is All and Edward Percy and Regl-

nald Denham's Ladles In Retirement, as well as a serles

of one-act plays presented on Sunday evenings in the First
Methodist Church, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan.43

In the fall of 1946 a change in the drama courses
appeared in the catalozue. Theatre Laboratory (Speech
207) and Play Production (Speech 201) were combined under
the heading, Play Production (Speech 201); and Theatre
Laboratory (Speech 307) and Play Production (Speech 401)
were combined in Play Production (Speech 401, The com-
bined courses offered four hours credit each., The reason
for this was to glve students a chance for slimultaneous
study of directing and acting as well as stage craft.44

On February 18, 1946, a Children's Theatre produc-
tion was presented, the first of the annual Children's
Theatre productions presented each fall from thls date
to the present writing. Rumpelstiltskin, an origilnal
version, sponsored by the Women's Auxiliary of the Central

Michigan Community Hospital of Ut. Pleasant, was produced

43 Information in a bulletin sent to regular sea-
son ticket holders. CENTRAL MICHIGAN PLAYERS DRAMATIC
SEASON,

44 Central Michigan College of Education Bulletin,
1946-1947,
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by the fall semester Play Productlon Class under the di-

rection of Professor Bush.45

The play went on tour to
the Midland (Michigan) City Schools.

During the summer season of 1946 the department
of speech ran a summer workshop. Under the general di-
rectorship of Professor Bush a series of programs, lectures,
demonstrations and dramatic productions was presented. Pro-
fessor E, Turner Stump; head of the Department of Speech
at Kent (Ohio) State Unlversity, was guest director for the

summer, presenting Patrick Hamilton's Angel Street on July

31 and August 1, 1946.46 The producing organization
known as "The Reading Theatre" made 1ts first appearance
that summer in a presentation of William Shakespeare's
Hamlet. Any group producing e play in which the actors
read their parts rather than memorizing them d4id so under
" this name. Early productions of this type made no attempt
at elaborate settings or costumes; but the same procedure

of rehearsal as 1n other productions was followed.47

45 1Isabella County Times News (lit, Pleasant,
Michigan), February 1%, Ié46.

46 Bulletin issued at Summer School registration
in July, 1946. THE DRAMATICS WORKSHOP.

47 Information received from Professor Bush and
and from the original programs.
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The Kappa Theta Cast of Alpha Psl Omega, natlonal
honorary dramatics fraternity, was organized on the can-
pus by a group of students in the dramatics department
in the fall of 1946.48 Interest in the group was first
aroused by the presence of Professor E, Turner Stump,
national president of the organization. On November 11,
1946, he came to Central Michigan College and initiated
twenty-four students, five alumnae, and Professor Bush
into the organization.®  Alpha Psi Omega functioned
through the years as a sponsoring and producing organi-
zatlion.

The first Annual Freshman One-Act Play Festival
took place on May 13, 14, 15, 1946, in the college audi-

torium.so

This was the production of the Play Produc-
tlon Class in the spring semester and became an annual
event. The casts of the plays were entirely made up of
members of the freshman class, directed by members of the
Play Production Class. The purpose of the festival was

to discover new talent on campus and to give the advanced

48 Chippewa, op. cit., 1946.

49 Records of Kappa Theta Cast of Alpha Psil Omega,
drama office.

50 From the orlginal program First Annual Freshman
One-Act Play Festival, 1948.
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students in play production directing experlence.51
In the summer of 1947 Professor Bush went to

Kent State University in Ohio as a guest member of the
summer Speech Department. Miss Ruth M. Williams of Kala-
mazoo College (Michigan) took his place for that summer,
producing Cornelia Otis Skinner and Emily Kimbrough's

2
Our Hearts Were Young end Gay.5

In the fall of 1948 the Reading and Speech Depart-
ment became officially knows as the Department of Speech
and Drama.53 The season followed the pattern of former
years with four three-act plays being presented. The
Childrent!s Theatre toured with Charlotte Chorpenning's

version of The Emperor's New Clothes.

Professor Bush directed George Kaufman and Edna

Ferber's The Royal Family in the summer of 1948. Follow-
ing a repeat performance on campus in the fall of 1948,
the cast and crew of this play traveled by bus to Ohio,

giving performances at Kent State University on October

51 Information received from Professor Bush.
52 Life, op. cit., July 9, 1947.

53 Central Michligan College of Education Bulletin,
1948-1949. o
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18 and at Hiram College on October 19.5%  Thisg triv ves
the beginning of a program of exchange productions with
Kent 8tate University. On November 9 and 10, 1948, Kent
State Unlversity Theatre presented David Belasco's The

Return of Peter Grimm in the Warriner Hall Audltorium at

Central Michigan College.55

In the spring of 1949 a similar program of exchange
was arranged with Ferris Institute, Big Raplds, Michigan.
On April 23, 1949, the Ferris Playhouse, under the direct-
lon of Dr. Heddy Rossi, presented Sutton Vane's Qutward

56

Bound in Warriner Hzll Auditorium. In exchange the

class in play production at Central Michigan repeated
thelr spring productlion, Counsellor At Law, by Elmer Rice,

7
at Ferrlis Institute on May 11, 1949.5 While these ex-

changes have not become an annual affair, all the schools

concerned keep up correspondence concerning future ex-

change programs.58

54 Dates and information obtained from the origi-
nal programs of the productions and from correspondence
between Professor Bush of Central, Professor Stump of Kent
State Unlversity and Mr. Robert Pearce of Hiram College in
the files in the drama office.

55 From the original program.

56 Dates and information obtalned from the original
Drograms of the productions and from the correspondence be-
tween Professor Bush of Central and Dr. Heddy Rossl and Dr,
Oswald Rossi of Ferris Institute, Big Rapilds, Michigan in
the files of the drama office.

57 1Ibid.
58 1Ibid.






81
In the spring of 1949 the lasquers presented a
Shakespearean Festlval in place of their customary three-
act production. The festival ran for six days, karch 17,
18, 19, 20, 21 and 22, 1949, and condensed versions of
Hamlet, lMacbeth, The Taming of The Shrew and The Merchant

of Venice were presented.59

A new producing organizetion appeared in the 1949-
1950 dramatic season. On November 30, December 1, 2, 3,
1949, the class in acting (Speech 321), organized in 1947
as a laboratory class, produced Brandon Thomas' Charley's
Aunt, directed by Professor Bush. This was the first
three-act play presented for the public by this group.eo

Also during the fall of 1949 the lLlasquers sponsored a

touring productlion of The Tamling of the Shrew which
traveled to high schools in the vicinity of lt. Pleasant.61

In the spring of 1950 an all-student three-act play,

Joan of Lorraine, by Maxwell Anderson, was sponsored and
presented by Alpha Psl Omega. This play was directed by

Gilbert Roberts, a student, for production in Warriner

59 From the original programs.
60 Theatre Yearbook, op. clt., 1949-1950.
61 Ibid.
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62

Hall Auditorium on April 13, 14, 15, 1950.
The 1949-1950 season of dramatlc activities closed

with the presentation of three performances of The Leand .

.Is Bright, by Edna Ferber and George S. Kaufman, a pre-

sentation of the Play Productlion Class (Speech 401). It

was directed by Professor Bush for presentation on lay

63
23, 24 and 25, 1950.

62 Ibid.
63 1Ibid.
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June, 1906

RURAL CLASS

presents

BARBARA'S TRIUMPH

Mrs. Roheman, a wealthy lady . . .

Mrs, Delalne, a widow
Barbara, a foundling .

Clarissa Codman, a spinster

Dora Gains
S8adie Horrill
Jennle Woodman
Millie Dunbar
Emmg Stevens
Grace Greenwood
Maria Gray
Allce Leeds

Gussie Green

OUR CLUB

Directed by
Miss Rachel Tate
and Miss Sabine

Hazel Wardwell
Elsie Cristensen
Kathryn Woodruff

Emma Harp

Rose Kilduff
Mary Bolter
Lillian Kuhn
Laura Graham
Ivah Sivert
Ewilda Gelsel
Anna Boettner
Gladys Greeland
Pearl Mayhew

Katle Conner, an Irish servant girl. Rose Kilduff

Gyp, a colored servant . « . « « o o Nettie Laycock

89
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ueg, a Vagrant e o o e o6 e o 0 o o o o Alta Hartsell
A book agent. . . . . .. ¢« .+ « « . o Valney MacGregor
A laundryman « o o o o ¢ s o o o« « o Leonard Cluley

A delivery POY « « ¢« ¢ o ¢ o o o o « o Herman Fraser

The North Western Tribune (lt. Pleasant, Michigan),
Vol. 27, June 22, 1906.




THE COMEDY CLUB
presents
THE RIVALS
by
Phillip Brinsley Sheridan

April 7, 1906
Mt. Pleasant Opera House

CAST

Sir Anthony Absolute . . . . . . . . Prof, Wood
Captain Jack Absolute. . « . . . . « W, J. Ellsworth
Faulkland . . ¢« ¢« « « « =« ¢« o« « « o Fred Dafoe

Bob ACres .+ o ¢ ¢ ¢« o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢« o« Chas. Keenan

8ir Luclius O'Trigser « ¢« ¢« ¢ « « « o James Jamison
PQg o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ e o ¢ o« « o o« o o Mr, Rather

David . . + o 4 e s e e o s+ s o o L. U Post
Thomas « « ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢« ¢« ¢« « o Clarence McDonald
Mrs., Malaprop . « « ¢« « « « « « o« « Esther Parker
Lydla Languish . « ¢« « ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ « o« « Hazel Horning

Lucy ® o 0 0 o ¢ 0 o ¢ o e o o o o o Eila Graves

North Western Tribune (Mt. Pleasant, Michigan),
Karch 18, 1008,

Added to the cast in the review of the play:

Julia e © o o ¢ o © o o o o° o o e ® Louise Bennett

Ibido’ Aprll 13, 1906.
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DAVID GARRICK

June 22, 1908

Ada Ingot . . . « ¢« 4 ¢« ¢ o ¢« o o o o Gertrude Naurer
S8imon Ingot, her father . . « « « « o« He A, McAllister
Thomas, Ingot's servant . . « . . « « . A, Leach
David Garrick, the actor . . . . « o Ward Ruegsegger
Chivy, Ada's cousin . « « « « o« ¢ ¢ o Buell Van Leuven
Mr, Smith, a wine merchant . . « « « John Cluly

Mrg, Smith, his wife . . ¢« « ¢« ¢ « o Lillian Wells
Mr. Brown, a shop keeper . . . « . o Harry Maurer
Arminta Brown, his daughter . . . « « Anna Dales

Mr, Jones, a clerk . . . o« o« ¢ o o o Jesse Sweltzer

The North Western Tribune (Mt, Pleasant, Michigan),
June 26, 1908.







CENTRAL STATE NORMAL

presents
ANTIGONE
by
Sophocles
June 21, 1909 * Directed by
Normal Woods 8tage Ira A. Beddow
CAST

"....The following parts have been assigned.ese"
Antigone « « ¢ o ¢« ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o o o Adeline Thurston
Creon o« ¢ ¢« « o« ¢ o ¢ ¢ =« o« o o o o George Crawford
HoemON « « o« o o o o o ¢ ¢ ¢« o o o o Phineas O, Balley
Telresls « ¢ o o ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢« o« o o« o o« o Paul H, Kelley
Ismems8 o« o« ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ o« o« ¢« ¢« o« o o o o Ethel Taylor
Eurydice . o« o ¢ ¢ o o« o ¢« o o o o o Abble McNamara
Guard .« . o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o s s s o o o Arthur Dondineau
Two Messengers « « « o« « ¢« o« ¢« ¢ ¢ « Stanley Tice

Fred Sorrenson

"The Chorus has not been finally selected."

Central State Normal Bulletin, Vol. V., March 1909,
P. 22,

*Repeated June 29 for the Summer School.






THE MARY STUART PLAYERS

present
LARY STUART
by
Johann Schiller
June 20 and 28, 1910 Directed by
Normal Woods Ira A. Beddow
CAST

Elizabeth, Queen of England . « . . .Zetta Termaat
Mary Stuart . . « « . . « « « « « . .Dana Cochran
Robert Dudley, Earl of Lelcester. . .Albert Glockzin
George Talbot, Earl of Schrewsbury. .Earold Sprols
William Cecil, Earl Burleigh. . . . .George Perkhill
Earl of Kent . . . « . . « . . « « « Arthur Welton
Sir William Davison « « « + « « « « +Elton Graham
Sir Amias Paulet. . . « ¢« ¢« + . . « oFred Gradish
Sir Edward Mortimer . « . « ¢ » . « o«Thomas McNamara
Count L'Aubespine . « « « . « « « « .Elton Graham
Count Bellievre . . . . « « ¢« « « o oWilliam Murphey
Sir Andrew Melvil . . . ¢+ . ¢+ « « + .Thomas Barton
Burgoyne. . « ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ e ¢« « « o o <Harold Hill
Hanneh Kennedy. « « ¢« ¢« o ¢« « « « «» Jierle Goelthrite

Margaret Curl . . « o« « ¢« « « « « « oLena Sawyer
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Sheriff of the county . . «. « . « . « « Lloyd Livermore
Cfficer of the Guard. . . . . . . . . . Ernest Auch
Soldlers. « ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢« + ¢ o o« o o« « « o George Wheeler
Roy Spencer
Pages of Elizebeth. . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Beddow
Russell Shorts
Attendents of the Queen of Scots--Lucile Culbertson,

Willa Bartlett, Ida Brugcge, Irene Weckerly, Lillian
Fitzpatrick, Luclle Wright.

Central State Normal Bulletin, July, 1910.



THE CLASS IN DRAMATIC READING

presents
A THOUSAND YEARS AGO
by
Percy HMacKaye
June 28, 1918 Directed by
Normal Woods Iras A. Beddow
CAST

Turandot, Princess of Pekin . . .Miss Dorothy Dodds
Altoum, her father, Emperor . . .Miss Enova Anspaugh
Zelima, her gslave « « « « « « » oMiss Irene Pattison
Claaf, Prince of Astrakhan. . . «Miss Idamary Sheffeild
Sarak, his serviter . . « ¢« + « oMrs. Edna Browm

Cheng, Eunuch « « « « o« « o o o oMiss Lucille Johnson

Scaramouche « « ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢ o+ ¢ « «Miss Beulah Fox

Punchenelle « « ¢« « « ¢« ¢« o ¢ o oMiss Luclle Cobb
Vagabond players from Italy

Pantaloon ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ o« ¢ o o o o oMigs Vivian Fleming

Harlequin (Mute). . « . « . « o JMlss Ethel Polhemus

Capocomice, their leader. . . . .Miss Alice Crawford

SUPERNUMERARIES
FEMALE SLAVES -- Migses Lucle Updegraph, Catherine Ryan,
Imogene Rowlander, Felen Dunning.

COURTIERS -~ Migses Helen Vowles, Marjorie Stevens, Ida
McCulloch, HMorjorie McDowell.



g%

SOLDIERS -- Messrs Norton Lowrey, Roscoe Riches, Rex Chapman,
Dwight Kelly, Nelson Mosher, Glen Porterfield, Donald
Scott.

From the original program.



98

THE CLASS IN DRAMATIC READING

presents
THE ADMIRABLE CRICHTON
by
J. M., Barrie
June 24, 1019 * Directed by
Normal Hall Ira A. Beddow

Rained out of the Woodland Theatre
CAST

Crichton, the butler . « « ¢« ¢« + « Fellden F, Tambling
The Honorable Ernest Woolley . « . G+ Lloyd Slentz
Lady Agatha Lasenby . . . . ¢« « « Emma F. Lucas
Lady Mary Lasenby . . « « « ¢« « o Ruth M, Phelps
Lady Catherine Lasenby « « « ¢« ¢« « Nlna Ford
Mr. Treherne « « « ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢« o« o o Merle H. Howe
Lord Loam o« o « « ¢« o« « ¢ o« » o o Earl C. Latch
Lord Brocklehurst . . . « « « « o« Silas N, Kring
Mrs, Perkins, the housekeeper . . Mayme Seal
K. Fleury, the chef . . . . . . . Donald Ashworth
Mr, Rolleston, the valet . , . . . Cecll J. Eidt
Mr. Shomsette, the coachman . « « Clarence Buchen
Migs Fisher, Lady Mary's maid . . Lucllle Vedder
M1 ss Simmons, Lady Catherine's maid . .

Ann Coleman

Mademolselle Jeanne, Lady Agatha's
maid e @ o o o o o Clara FOX



-~



Thomas, the first footman . .

John, the second footman

Jane, the house maild

Gladys, the second house maid

Tweeny, the between mald

A stable boy . . .
Apage « « ¢« o« « &
Shipts officer . .
Lady Brocklehurst

Leander Beach
Edwin H. Bahr
Mary Gitchell
Harriet L. Small
Adsh Dick
Reynald Gogarn
Erwin C. Jones
Carl Dalyrmple
Eloise Brundage

In order of their entrance.

Central State Normal Bulletin, July, 1919.

* Repeated for Summer School.
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THE CLASS IN DRAMATIC READING

June 21, 1920 *
Rained out of the
Normal Hall

Lord Bapchild . .
Jervis Pushon . .
George Langton .
Mr. Nangle . . .

presents
THE MANOEUVERS OF JANE
by
Sir Henry Arthur Jones
Directed by
Normal Woods stage Ira A. Beddow

CAST

e o o o o o o o o .W1llard S. Chapman
e o ¢« o« o o o o o sRoy Robinson
e e« ¢ o« o o o o o oThomas Sisco

¢ o o o °* o o o o +Ronald Ashworth

The Rev. Predendary Bostock . . . . .John J. 8chepero

Central Normal Life, vol. 1, no. 23. June 3, 1920,

® Repeated July for Summer School on outdoor stage.
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THE CLASS IN DRAMATIC READING

presents
THE FLORIST SHOP

by

Winifred Hawbridge

March 18, 1921
Assembly

Maude « ¢« o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o
Henry o o o o ¢ o ¢ o o o o o o o
SlouchY e ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o « o o o o &
Miss Wells . ¢ o ¢ o o« o o o o &

MP.JGCKSOnoooooooooo-

Directed by
Ira A. Beddow

Coral Taylor
Norris Hanks
Pierson Mosher
Ruth Purtell
Leo Beach



THE CLASS IN DRALNATIC
presents
SHERWOOD
by
Alfred Noyes

June 20, 1921, 8:00 p.m.
Normal Woods

=
O
4V)

READING

Directed by
Ira A. Beddow

Robin Hood ¢« ¢ « « ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢« « o« o Plerson Mosher

Maid Marion e ¢ o o o o o o o o o Otillia Frisch

Little John « ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢« « Charles Harris

Friar TUuCK o o o ¢ o o o o o o o o Ralph MacDonald

Will Scarlett. « « « « ¢ ¢« ¢ o« « o Mkilton Opero

Much, the miller's son . . « « « « Floyd Alldred

Allan-a-dale « ¢ ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢« ¢ o« o Professor Powers

Blondel, King Richard's minstrel . Professor Powers

Prince Johne « o« ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ « « o« Clyde Snellenberger

King Rlchard « « « ¢« ¢ ¢ « « ¢ « o Willard Chapman

Oberon, king of the falries. . . « Norrls Hanks

Titanla, his Queen . « « « ¢« « + « Bernice Fox

PUucCk o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o o o o Grace Comborajian

SBheriff of Nottingham. « « « « « o« Leo Beach

Fitzwalter, Father of Marian . . . Ronald Larzelere

Bhadow-of-a-leaf, a fool . « « « ¢« Bernice Whitney

Arthur Plantaganet . « ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢« « ¢ Dudley Powers






Queen E11nor « « « o o o &
Jenny, Maid to Harian. . .
'1d0w Scarlett o e o o o o

Prioress of Kirklee. « « &

Asslstant property manager

Dances o« « ¢ « o ¢ o o o o
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. Qlive Potter

o Birdsall Bettis
e« Coral Taylor

o Minnie Beuthin

CREW

+ Harriet Wood

o Mrg, Chrigtine lacDonald
¥i1ldred Lamb

Central Normal Life, June 15, 1921.
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THE CLASS IN DRAMATIC READING

presents
THE PIPER'S PAY
by
Margaret Cameron
March 15, 1922 Directed by
Assembly Ira A. Beddow
CAST

Igsabel J. Berby

Mrs. John Burton, (Peggy) .
Mrs. Charles Dover, (Mabel) . . . . Ruby Oberly

Mrs. Hereford Carr « « « « « « « o« Melba Yerrington
Miss Freda Dixon . . . « ¢« ¢« « « o Martha Chamberlain
Mary Clarke, a detective . . . . . Besse Wood

Evelyn Evans, a reporter . . . . « Mildred Hileme
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