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And His Novels Of The American Revolution

I. Sirmm's Early Years--The Social Influences

“William Gilmore Sirms is 2 name rarely heard nowadays.

It is generally necessary to explain that he was an Ameri-
can writer, a young contemporary of James Fenimore Coopner,
whose best works show a considerably greater creative fac-
ulty than do those of the better !mown writer; and whose
backwoods charactzars are frequently more finely drawn and
more realistic than any of Coover's, It is the purpose of
this study to consider the best writings of Simms and to show
why, cespite his being one of the South's best authors, they
are little read today.

Simms was born April 17, 1806, at Charleston, South
Carolina, where his father migrated shortly after the Rev=-
olution.l It is necessary to give a short biographical ac-
count of Sirms's life, together with a sketch of the Charles-
ton society in which he lived, for the southern soclal order
had considerable to do with his literary defects. VWilllam was
the second child and the only liming one. IHis mother, Harriet

171114am P. Trent, illiam Gilmore Sirmms, Boston, 1892, vn. 1-l.




Singleton, died in giving birth to the third. This mis-
fortune was in concert with the elder Sirms's business fail-
ure, after which he toox to wanderings, leavineg WVilliam in
the. care of his maternal rrandédmother.

At six Williem was sent by his grandmother, lirs. Gates,
to free school., The South Carolina free schools were in-
credibly noor, and when we rez2d Sirmms's testament rerarding
them 1t seems miraculous that he should ever have come to
anything as an author and it is certainly an iIndication of
genius, or at least, tremendous talent, howecver poorly it was
cultivated in the Charlestonian world:

"/ith the exception of one (of the schools)

T was an exannle of their utter worthlessness.

They taucht me little or nothing. The teachers

were cenerally worthless in morals, and as ignor-

ant as worthless. ©One o0ld Irishman, during one

year, taucht me to s»ell, read tolerably, and write

a little. Not one of them could teach me arith-

rnetic. There was no suvcervision of the masters or-

cormmnissioners worth a doit. The teachers in some

caces never came to the school for three days in

the week. ‘e boys then thought these the best.

“hen trey did come, they were in a hurry to get

WA eensn
Yet the boy becams an ommiverous reader, and when he could
not read the »noctry of his favorites, Byron, Scott and lioore,

he took to writinz his owm. His prose stanles seem to have

2Ibid., De Te



been Pilcrims Iro-ress and Viear of “alerield.3 His last

two years of fcrmal educaticn were swent in private schools,
where he was not particularly better off than before.

It is not knowm vrecisely when irs. éates took her
crandson from school and ancrenticed him to a dru~rist,
but her hone se'ms to have been that e should becone a
physician, althouch no further reasons than this can be
given.h

About 1316 the elder Simms visited Charleston and be-
came affectionate with his son, wanting him to go west. At
this time Willian heard from his father many tales of rouch
border life and Indian warfare which in vart were undoubtedly
rzsponsible for tihe rounriinble wilderness adventures taking
rlace within his books.5 To this influence rmst also be
added the tales his rrandnother told hin, for she rad lived
in the time of the Hevolution and lmew any number of fascina-

ting bits of advenbture which epprerently William later made

rood use of.

3Ibid., 0. Te
bIvia., po. 8, 9.

5Ibid., pp. 12, 13.



ifter hls father's visit, William continued workin~ in
the drupgrist's shoo, keevins on at the sare time with
reacdinr and writine, The next most influenticl event was his
visit to his father in the then southwest in 182l or 25. Af-
ter a sea trin to New Orleans and a hard overland journey, he
found his father at his nlantation near Georreville, liississio-
Pi-6 This was a consicderable sojourn, durins which time he
travelied among the settlements, carefully observing back-
woodsmen and Indians and their habits and customs.! Here
were the oricinals of such scout heroes a2s Supple Jack Ban-
nister, Thumbscrew, and Watson Gray, whom no reader of Sirms
finds easy to forget. His father would have had him stay in
Mississipoi-=-or anywherc but Charleston. He knew that, be-
ing cormaratively low born by the Charlecston standard, Wil-
liam would need friends, fanily, and fortune to succeed at
anythine, Said the elder Sirmis:
"Ihatever your talents they will te poured oub
like water on the sands. %harleston! I now iv
only as a place of toubs."

How richt the 0ld rian wes will hereinafter annear,

6Ipid., Fp. 1, 15.
TIbid., »p. 15, 16,
8Ibid., ». 17.



5.

For all that William acknowledced the faults of Charles-
ton society, he was still »nroud to bg of that ecity, and for
better or for worse he embraced it with all his soul.9 For
a tire he seemed to have done wisely. In 1827 on his twenty-
first birthday he was admitted to the bar and was likely to
have been a successful lawyer, but he soon followed his most
natural bent, threw up his law career, and determined to live
by his pen.l0 e are not concerned here with his sallies in-
to the fields of poetry and drama, Suffice it to say that
his literary endeavors necescarily played second fiddle to
his efforts to "succeed".in the eyes of Charleston society.
In Charleston it was not good to be known as "a mere literary
man".11l But it is evident that in 1836 Simms's stock rose
when he married Miss Chevilette Roach, the daughter of Ilir,
Nash Roach, of Barnwell, South Carolina.l2 This was his
second marriapge, his first wife having died in childbirth in
1827; and althourh we are not to supvose it was not a love
match the fact remeins that the marriage was socially advan-

tagious. Simms eventually inherited his father-in-law's

9Ibid., pp. 19-21.
loIbida’ po 52.

1lvan Viyek Brooks, orld of Washinpgton Irving, Philadelvhia,

1945, v. 291,
1205, Cit., op. 95-97.
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plantation, complete with slaves, beautiful rrounds, and a
name--iJoodlands. FHe never becarme primarily a planter, bus
was ensared in several editing ventures, sll of which fsiled,
often because it was not considered importont for a gehtleman
of South Carolina to be concerned about subscription rates.13
He lavished time and effort contributing to numerous literary
maasezines, which died out like sprinz flowers in the desert;
for South Carolinians, who worshivred literary lawyers like
Le~are’and Crafts, were not likely to apnreciate any young
wostart who did not follow eighteenth century models as those
two did and who did not belong to the foremost families.lu
Finally he scent soiie tirme in the state lenislature (18-
18l6) and even ran for the governorship, (December 8, 18lL5),
losin~ out by a narrow margin.15 Activities like these
drained him of those energles which could have been em-
ployed so rmuch more proflitably had they been devoted to writing
only what he was truly fitted for--tales of his native state
during the Revolution. This was a tragedj which he did not

realize for many years. To him 2 true-tlue southern centleman

Ly, p. Trent, William Gilwors Sirms, »o. 5h-56,

1Ivig., p. Sl.

151p1d., vo. 1L1,2.






was the non plus ultra., The South Czrolina standards and

conventions and prejudices were his undoing.l6 How could
any men's mind be free to create without let in a society
believing that:

"any freeman might with virtue aspire to any height,
and no Negro slave mipght so aspire, ever; but every
slave could expect always, as many a ‘waze slave

in Boston could not expect, all of the basic neces-
sities of gxistence plus a recognition of his hu-
manity, of his brotherhood in Godl"17

"“The planting aristocracy, however proud of its po-
lite learning, looked with condescension on any of
its sons who mizht be armblitious to make a career

of literature; this attitude had a discouracing
effect on youth who were aribitious for a lige of
letters or had the scholar's temperament.'l

This is what the hopeful son of South Carolina had to con-
tend with. e shall now proceed to a consideration of his

principles of lifgerature, which are acted upon to a consider-

able derree in the novels of the Americen Revolutlon.

II. Sirrms's Literary Theories

Simms explained his principles in a collection of es-

says and addresses called Views and Reviews of American

16Vernon L. Parrington, liain Currents in imericen Thoucht,
Yew York, 1930, vol. 2, p. 120,

17Thorp, upiller, et al., Literary History of the United States,
New York, 193, p. 150.

18;1, E. Curti, Growth of Americen Thourht, New York, 1913, p.lh50.




Literature, History, and Fiction. They:

"eonstitute a class in themselves, 1llusirative of
our history, our materials of art, the moral of our
aims, and the true development of our genius...They
aim at showing what may be done among us, and insist
upon what we should_do, in rczard to the essential
of our Prosressi.e

And what is it Simma insists upon? It is Americanism in
literature. It is worth remarking on the similarity in

tone between the articles in Views and Rewviewrs of American
Literature, History and Fiction, published in 18L5, and Emer-

son's American Scholar, delivered in 1837. That "intellec-

tual declaration of independence" may very well have helved
to shape Simms's ovm views on Americanism in literature and
may have been the more influential because of his life long
Tondness for Revolutionary history. Cormare the statements
on Americanism in literature to follow with this excerpt:

"Our anniversary is one of hope, and, perhaps,

not enouzh labor...’erhaps the time is already -
come when it ourtht to be, and will be, something
else; when the sluggard intellect of this conti-
nent will look from under its iron 1lids and fill

the postponed expectations of the world with some-
thing better than the exertions of mechanical skill.
Our day of dependence, our long apprenticeshin to the
learning of other lands, draws to a close. The
riillions that around us are rushing into life, can-
not always be fed on the sere remains of foreign
harvests. Events, actions arilse, that must be sung,
that will sin-~ thenselves. Yho can doubt that po-

otry will revive and lead in a new a~c...?"2

1y, G, Simms, Views and Reviews of Americon Literature, His-
tory, and Fiction, Few York, 1815, advertisement.

2R, W, Emerson, The American Scholan N , Foerster, fimericen
“oetry and Prose, Cambridce, 19117, p. l:8l,
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Looking to Zuronean models de-naticnalizes our ovm
literature, suys Simms. It is natural that our literature
should be at first imitative, since we are a new nation
and have no body of lore and literature that is vrogerly
ours and descendinc to us from remote periocds. But we
rust overcome this servility.3" Yie are not without the
start of a national literazture already. Our history sunvlies
the raw materials for it. In considering Anerican history
as a fit subject for literature we must note that it falls
more or less naturally into four unequal periods. First
were the frequent and unsuccessful attempts at colonization
in the Elizabethilan period by the French, Svaniards and Enc-
lish from the explorations of Cabot under Lienry VII to the
Jamestowm colony in Virginia--a veriod of some seventy-five
years. Second was the hlstory end procress of settlement
from the time of Jamestorm to the rccession of George III,
when America was no lon~er dreamed of as the land of golden
treasure, but viewed in the light of sounder economics,
when Indian wars were fought with an eye to genuine immrove-
ment of the colonists! lot in America, and not merely for
immediate exploitation. The third neriod consists in the
preliminaries uop to the Revolutionary Var, dating more or less

fronn the French and Indian Wars--when Eritain, sceing the

30p. Cit., Article I,
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growing prosperity of her colonies, saw fit to imnose duties
without reprecsentation of the taxed peonle. The sentiment
of indevendence rrew strong; vartisan conflicts in the South
were increasi  gly comﬁon--the wars of--

"eeeriflemen and cavalry, the sharp-shooter and

the hunter, and the terrible civil conflicts of
ihig and Tory, which for wild incident and dar-

ing fero%fty, have been surpassed by no ements in

history. 4
The fourth »eriod ran fron the énd of the Hevolution to the
present (18L5); 1t was the transition from colonial to re-
nublican condition and 2o neriod of :rowiﬁg awarcness of
our - ‘rerican characher,

The everts of thece four periods, Simms believes, the
future Homer will use as the orisinal did; that is, not al-
torether factually, not so rnuuch to make an accurate report
as to shave the material into interesting and instructive
tales for the imnrovem~nt of morals as long as probabllity
is not outrared.

Tle must now consider to what extent Simms utilized the
four arbitrary historical vericds. 4An examnle of literature
based on the first neriod of our history--that of hasty ex-

ploration and exoloitation--1is Vasconselos? a story of the

h‘Ibido, P 66.

5Ipid., “rticle IV.
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carly Snanish voyasers and the explorztions of Hernando De
Sotoe Vasconselos is supvosed to be (not sursascing the
limits of vrobability) one of De Soto's men. Another basis
for literary endeavor Simms considersi to be the se:ilements
of the fugenots in Florida under Gaspard de Collizny, Admiral
of France.6 T-ese neonle travelled in Georgia and the Caro-
linas, which brought them varticularly to Sirmus's attention.
Still another is Cortez and the conauest of ilexico. Of the
only completed sveciwen .sing materials from the first per-

iod this may be sall, Vasconselos was begun many years be-

fore its publication in 185l, but lai“ aside in favor of
pleasanter work. It has not the humor that graces the b est
vages of the novels of the Revolution, but 1t sold well,
even thoush published under a pen name, Frank Cooner, for
Simms was a little dublous as to what made his books sell;

nerit or reputation.7 Vacconselos indicated merit, but that

1s something of a mystery todaye.

Suitaeble story material derived froxz the second and
third periods of our history would be the adventures of
Cantain John Sﬁith and Pocahontas, and the life of Daniel

Boone, "the first hunter of Kentucky."9 Aside from the

6Ibid., Article V.

Tid111iam P. Tr-nt, %illiaw Gilrmore Simas, Boston, 1892, p. 120.
893. Cit., Article VI,
91b12, Article IV.
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outlining Sirms did little or nothing with the materials,
but the princirle is t'e same which he aprlied in the Par-
tisan series.

An excellent character for Simns to have used was Bone-
dict Arnold, whose fate was coupled with ilanjor Andrebs. Simms
puts his vrinciple into action once more:

"When the crandson of the last Revolutionary
soldier shall be no more--when the huge folios
which now contain our histories and chronicles
shall have given way to works of closer summa

and more modern interest--the artist will find

a new form for these esvents, shave all their fea-
tures anew, and place the persons of the drama

in grouving more ap»rooriate for scenic action.
There will be more individual charactor given to
the history--the general events will be thrown
out of sight--the personal will be brought into
conspicuous relief in the foreground--the rival
heroes of the plece will be forced into closer
juxtaposition, and the treason detected in the
noment of its contemplated exzecution will be
crushed by the timely intervosition of Vashington
himself. He will be made to have seen the true
nature and to have suspected the purpose of the
traitor, from the moment of his very first lapse
from honor--to have had his eyes upon the terpter--
a stern, cold, silent watch--keen and vigilant, and
the more terrible from its very silence and unin-
posing ecalm. His watch will have been maintained
with an interest no less personal than vatriotic,
It will not impair the character of wWashington to
show that he, too, had his ambition...Ilt may be
that, in the hands of the future dramatist the
sword of Washinston himself shall be made to do
justice upon the head of the traitor--as, by a
similar license, Richrmiond slays Richard, and lac-
Duff the usurngr of Scotland, in the presence of
an audience.'

10Ibid., Ple 55’560
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Of the fourth veriod we may take Beauchemve, or The

Kentucky Traredy, as a reoresentative producte It is based
on a sordid love affair occurring in Simms's "sresent",llang
so fér as modificati~n of cold fact for story tellins purvoses
roes 1t follows the ceneral pattern.

Views and Reviews in Americen Literature, History, end

Fiction is imvortant for Simms's remarks on James Fenimore
Cooper, for his not only continues to set fortr his own ideas
but makes sound criticism of the better-known author. Simms
defends his inventive theory for dialogue and action in the

followine:
" writer of Romance cannot more greatly err than vwhen
he subjects his hero to the continual influence of
events. 'le have no resnect for heroes rlaced al-
weys in subordinate positions--sent hither and thi-
ther, baffled by every breath of circumstance--crea-
tures without will, constantly roverned by the ca-
prices of other persons.”

This criticism he apnlied to Scott in the novels of Waverly,

wvho is nothin~ to Cl-verhouse, and liorton, who is nothing to

Burley. It is true of Cooner in the ITwo Admirals. But The
S»y made Coover's re-utation and made Americans think of
their own resources. Here an Anerican had strung up eaqual

to the best Zurove could vroduce. It helped rid us of the

11W. P, Trent, ¥/1lllam Gilmore ©irmg, Boston, 1392, pn. 115-20,

1205, Cit., v. 215.
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feelinz of intellectual dependence uvon Zurove that we still
hadel3 Cooper's Leatherstocking is less believable than
Sirms's backwoodsmen, mainly because of the lack of realism
in his speech. He uses terms like "varmint" and "argyment",
but these and some others occur rarely enough to seem unnatur-
al, particularly in conjunction with the flawless syntax. The
dialect words are conscious efforts to give flavor, but trey
do not succeed, since they do not fit in with the other ele -
nents of his svpeech. Simms,as we shall see In the samples

of his writing given below, is far more cuthentic.

III. Trecatment of the Zmerican Revolution

in Accordance With the Theories

Simms found the era of the Revolution the best suited

to the needs of the American writer, whose duty 1is stated

here:

"History itself is only valuable when it promotes...
a just curiosity awakens noble affections--elicits
renerous sentiments--and stimmlates into 'becoming
ectivity the intelligence which it inforus. Hence,
it is the artist only who is the true historian.

It is he who gives shape to the unhewn fact,-=-who
ylelds relation to the scattered fragments--who
unites the parts in coherent dependency, endows
with 1life and action the otherwise motionless au-
tomata of history...It is the soul of art alone,

131p14., v. 215,
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which binds neriods and places togetherj;--that
creative faculty which as it is the only quality
distinfuishing man from the animals, is the only
one by which he holds a life tenure through all
time--the power to make himself mown Lo man, to
be sure of the possessions of the past, and to
transmit with most ha»d»y confidence in fame, his
otm posscssions to the futuree.

It is really of very little importance to
mankind whether he is absolutely correct in all
his conjectures or assertions, whether his theory
be true or false...fssuming that...he offends
arcainst no faects which are kmown and decisive, no
reasonable probabllities or inferences,--it 1is
enough if his narrstive awakens our affections,
ins»irits our hones, elevates our aims, and builds
Up...2 fabric of character, compounded of Just
nrincinles, generous tendencies_and clear, correct
standards of taste and duty..."

This, then, is the duty of the Americaen writer. It is the
surest and best way to the establishment of a genuine Amer-
ican literature. So longz 2s the romancer does not violate
ordinary truth, he may invent and endow &s he vleases. e
must never believe that America is too young for a national
literature. Although our history is recent, it is as herolc
as that of any older nation whose founding is hoary with age
and with legend. The American vwriter will use the bare facts
of the Revolution as Homer did the Trojan War and render them
pleasing, instructive, and mérally elevating.2 Sirmms had

strong and original ideas about the cultivation of Lmerican

1Tpid., Article II, vp. 25,6.

2Ipbid., irticle III.
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literature, and it is likely, as we hnve seen,'that these:
1deas owed their concention vertly to Emerson and also to

the tales from his fatheyénd crandriother in his childhood

and to the actual exveriences he had durines his visits to

the border country in 182ﬁ or 1825. These exmaricnces helped
excite an interest in dAmerican Indians, and later Sirmms was

fascinated by Henry Rowe Schooleraft's Alsic Researches, dcal-

ing with Indian myths, poetry, and ethnology.3 This work, in
conjuncticn with the foreroing and his own boyhood excursions,
enatled Simms to give us such wonderful pnictures of wilder-
ness, ragged heroes, equally ragrsed villains, and stalwart

Indians--the last occurrings mainly in Ehe Yermassee.

Althourh Sirms wrote hastlly and rarely revised, he was,
naradoxically, an indefatirable laborer when it cane to gath-

ering materials for his worlk.

"He filled cormonplace books with information culled
from all cuarters. He was constantly in correspon-
dence with local antiauarians, asking such minute
auestions as where the Orangeburg tavern was standing
in 1780, and what was tne tavern keeper's nome., No-
thing was too trivial to require investlration.h

And this was not all. Simus was well read in the his-
tory of the revolutionary period. One guiding light in par-

ticular is Desvid Ramsay, author of History of the American

Revolution, whom Simms cuotes in tre introduction to Latherine

3Van Vyck Brooks, liorld of fashlngton Irvineg, Fhiladelphia,
19’-3-51 P 3000 3

hU. P, Trent, William Gilmore Sirms, Boston, 1392, opn.191,2.




17.

Yalton, and whom he even makes epvear in that book. It
was only iIn accordance with a principle expressed in Viers

and Reviews of American Literature, History, and Fiction--

that of emnloying actual characters to sult his purvose so
lonz as whot he makes them do is not actually contrary to
historical fact.

Ramsay tells us that the Americans were poorly vprenared
for conflict with Great Britain. There was no traininc. Love
of liberty was dominant over discipline and submission, and
this gave the A mericons their spirit in the face of the dan-
gers they were facinge. Christopher Gadsden, one of the South
Carolina delegabes to the Continental Congress, sald:

"Our houses beinc constructed of brick, stone,

and wood, thouch destroyed, may be rebullt, but

liberty once gone is lost forever."

The spirit of those words, which rmust have been known to
Simas, is embodied in the speeches and actions of the author's
heroic partisans. Aecording to Ramsay, on the British side
weres arms, ammmunition, trained leaders, exverienced army
orcanizers, good morale, ~reat firancial resources, and a

big nevy; on the American side were valor, enthuslasn,

fichters acquainted with Indian war nethods, paper noney,

5Davié Ramsay, History of the American Revolution, rhila-
delphia, 1789, I, 197.



a willingness to live without foreign trade, and the belief
that liberty was more imvortant than moterial thingts.6 The
connection between Sirms and Rams~y and the use which Simms
made of these opposing forces--the best of material on one
side and 1little more than an idea on the cther anpears be-

low.

IV. Historical Backsround--Use of David Ransay

The influence of Ramsay's history is obvious throur~hout

the series in more than the general plan of action. 'With
a view to authenticity Simms creates within the novels of
the revolution an atmosphere very much like that which Ram-
say tells us vrevailed at that period. The most irmortant
elerient in this is the trends in thinkins. There were three
distinct classes of colonists, Ramsay says: (1) Those who
were for rushinc into extremeties; (2) Those who lmew their
richts, but were averse to revolution; and (3) those who

isanvroved of what ~as roinz on--some oubt of love for Bri-
tain, others from love of ease and self-interest. These last
two grouvns commonly did not participate in the action, for
they thought that Great Britain's power would presently stamp

out the foolhardy rebellion.l

6Ibid., I, 197,8.

l1pia., I; 125,
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Sirms made much use of the varying political views
amons both his high and his low characters. As a hich
character example of the first catesory Lieutenant Porgy is
foremost. Xe owned a plantation uvon the Ashevoo, but with
the coming of war he gave himself up to the swarms and Mari-
on's men for the duration. Singleton is another, who "rushed
precipitately" into the strurgle. The lootings of his estate
by the Tories showed him there was only one course open to
him cormensurate with honor, re~ardless of material consid-
erations.2 Ernest Helﬂbhampc is another whose situation is
very ruch tle sane, b To2r1 of the high characters secm to
act from as noble princinles as the low character potriots.
While Sims's gentle heroes are frequently driven to war by
loss of vroserty, there are pnlenty of renresentatives from
the lower ranks of society who have had no such motivation.
Consider Supple Jack Bannister in The Scout. He explains the
situation in his plain talk manner in an effort to win over
his luke warm Tory friend luggzs, the tavern keeper and oc-
casional entertainer of Edward Conway, leader of the Black
Riders.

", ..it made the gall bile up in me to see a man

that I had never saild a hard word to in all my
l1ife, come here, over the water, a matter, maybe,

Zﬁ. G. Sirmns, The Partisan, New York, 1832, po. 1h2.
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of a thousand miles, to force me, 2t the p'int
of the barmet, to Arink stamped tea. I never
did drink the tea no how. For my own drinking

I wouldn't give one cup of coffee well biled,
for all the tea that was ever growed or planted.
But, 'twas the freedom of the thing I was arcy-
ing for, and 'twas on the same arvyment that I
was willing to fight...It's agin' nature and
reason and a man's ovm seven senses, to reckon
on any man's right to make laws for another,
say, King George, living in England, never had
a right to malke John Bannister, living on the
Congaree, pay him taxes for tea or anythinz...
I won't pay Georre the Third anY more taxes,
That's the word for all; and it's food reason
why I shouldn't pay him, when, for all his try-
in~t he can't make mGee.

The second grous--those knowing their rights but
averse to actlive »articlvation--is exexplified mostly in

Katherine ¥Walton. Colonel i"alton hirself was one of these.

In The Partisan he had taken a B ritish protection as ex-

pedient, but for no other rcason, and he turns down a royal

commission.,

"By what right, sir, does Sir Henry Clinton call
uson us for military service, when his terms of
protection, zranted by himself and Admiral Ar-
buthnot, secured all those taking them in a con-
dition of neutrality?...By what right does your su-
verior violate his comoact? Think you, sir, that
the Carolinians would have nade terms with the in-
vaders, the conditions and maintenance of which
have no better security than the canrice of one

of the pvarties?" ﬁ

Ella Monekton and her brother, AlfPed, the secretary to EFal-

four in EKatherine VWalton, are two other illustrations of the

3u. a. Sirms, The Scout, Few York, 1882, pp. 110-1L3 passin,

’4-9_9. Cit., ». 12L.
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second catersorye The widow Monckton "well lmew how irlksone
were his labors under the eye of such a man es Balfour".5

But out of love for his o0ld mother, Alfred has stayed in
British emoloy, apvarently not believing enough in rebellion
to join the American forces like many snother younc rmen in

the novels. Bill Hwmbries in The Partissn, for instance,

or Willie Sinclair - in The Forayers and Eutaw, both of whon

acted with the disavnroval of their rescective fathers,
There are nwnrerous renresentatives of the third croup Raﬁsay
mentions--those who disarvroved of what was goins on, some
out of love for Eritain and others from love of ease and

self-interest, 0l1d Colonel Sineclaoir, Willie's father in

The Forayers and in Zutaw is blindly attached to Britain,
and his faith in British arms is infinite. He was "a
cood examsle of the best English souirearchy, when the
souirearchy of Zncland was lecitimate--in the days éf
Palkland and Hamdemfrank, heartyshomestystubborn”.0 fie
rrieves that his son could not feel with him, think with

him, and suctain the banner which he hes borne.
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A less honorable member of the third category is the
older Hurhhries, the tavern keever at Dorchester, whos
son is one of the vartisans.

"Tonc of the villagers w=s more dutiful or
devout in their allesance than Richard Humhries--
014 Dick, sly Dick--Holy Dick as his neighbors
canriclously styled him--who kept the ‘'Royal
Goorge', then the hish tavern of the village.

The fat, beefy face of the good-nabured Hanoverian
hung In vellow before the tavern door, on one of
the two main roads leading from the country to the
town. The 0ld monarch had, in this exoosed vosi-
tion, undercone repeated trials. At the cormence-
ment of the Revolution, the landlord, who, after
the proverbial fashion of landlords in all countries,
really cared not who was king, had been compelled
by public ovinion to take dovm the sign and renlace
it with another more congenial to the popular feel-
ing. Georse, in the meantime was assigned less
conspicuous lodrings in an ancient garret. The
change of circumstances restored the venerable
portrait to its place; and under the eyes of the
British garrison, there were few more thorough--
going lo¥alists in the village than Richard Hum-
phries,"

It has thus far been shown how Simms synthetized the
types of individuals Ramsay listed in his history. This
technique is vplainly in accordance with his oninions as

exoressed in the Views and Reviews of American Literature,

History, and Fiction, quoted earlier. ‘e must now consider
the political differences among his characters. Ramsay tells

us that durincs the height of the British power, numerous Tory

Ti. G. 3imms, The Partisan, New Yorlk, 1882, p»n. 19-20.



23.

bands formed, pledzing allegiance to the king, and using their
comalssions as a shield to cover their vlumderings,

"“mong those who call themselves loyalists, there
were many of the nost infamous characters. Their
ceneral comolexion was that of a plundering ban-
ditti more solicitous for booty tran for the honor
and interest of their royal master. Amons these
people, the royal emmiszaries had successfully
nlanted the standayd of loyalty and of that class
was a great oroportion of trose, who in the upner
country of Georgia and the Carolinas, called them-
selves Kinz's friends. They had no sooner em-
bodied and berun their march to Jjoin the royal
army at durusta than they commenced such a scene
of plundering of the defenseless settlemnients
through which they passed as induced the orderly
inhebitants to turn out to opvose them. Col,
Pickens, with z2bout 300 men of the latter charac-
ter irmediately pursued and cameup with them near
Kettle Creek. #An action took place which lasted
three quartgrs of an hour. The tories were total-

1y routed."
Simms emoloyed such passares as thils several times, three of
which will serve to illustrate. In The Partisan, Sinrleton's
band ambushes a Tory crouo who were about to murder a neirsh-
bor and his family because of a pversonal srudre held by the

leader. With the passa~e from Ramsay in mind, here are Simms's

remarks on Amos Gasksns, the Tory leader.

"The arrival of the British forces,the seige and
surrender of Charleston, with the invasion of the
state by foreign mercenaries, presented him with a new
field for action, and with thousands of others, to
whom all considerations were as nothing weirhed
against the love of low indulgence, unrestrained
power, and a proflisate lust for plunder, he did not
scruple to adont the cause which was strongest and
most 1ikely to procure him those objects for which

his anvetite most craved."9

8David Ramsay, II, 11l.

900. Cit., op. 383-38L.
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In ilellichamne a Tory band is mentioned as meeting at Sink-

ler's ileadow, wherc they were to receive arms from Barsfield,
the Tory cantain,l0 But we learn that these men were wived

out by -larion when he found them at the rendesvouz nlaying

"They were shot down in the midst of dice and
drinit, foul oathes and exultation upon their
livs, and with those bitter thoughts of hatred

to their countrymen within their hearts which al-
most justified the utmost severities of that re-
tribution to which the furious partisans subjec-
ted them,"

A third instance showing how Simms used this and similar
passa~es in Ramsay occurs in The Scout. The band known as
the "Black Riders of the Conraree" are workins models of
those individuals of whom Ramsay tells us. Simms describes
these "Black Riders" as:
".eo.detached bands of ruffians formed upon the
frontiers of Georria and in the wilds of Florida--
refurees from all the colonies--(who) avalled themselves
of the mountains. Harrassed by the predatory inroads
of these outlawed souadrons...the more civil and suf-
ferines inhabitants cathered in 1little bands for thelr
overthrow,. "1l
And 1t micht be added that Hell Fire Dick in The forayers and
in Eutaw is another of this renre. He is ruthless and thieving

but nevertheless a kind of useful officer employed from time

to time by the British,

104, ¢, Simms, Mellichamwe, New Yorlk, 1832, p. 1hl.
11Tpid., ». 276,

12y, a. Simms, The Scout, New York, 18952, p. 13.
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‘le have so far discussed group politics. Simms is
concerned with the creeds of individuals, too. Frecuently
the Revolution amounted to civil war, and when it did not

relationshins were at least strained. In The Partisan

Richard Humchries, as we !mow, is an opportunist and a loyal-
ist, while his son Bill is an ardent vatriot. In Ehe Scout,
aside from the melodranatic hatred of the bro%hers Zdward
and Clarence Conway, there exists between them the difﬁgrence
in politics. Edward leads the Black Riders, while Clarence
is a corrmander of the vartisans, and is saddened by Edward's
"pres-nt public course" and his "position in this conflict."13
VWle have ouoted the smeech of Supnle Jack above, giving the
crux of the arrument--that it was the freedom of the thing,
Whether a man has a richt to levy taxes upon individuals
living in another country. Colonel Sinclair- in The Forayers
holds the o»nosite viewr:

"hat is rirht yesterday is richt tomorrow--
richt for a thousand years--richt for eternity.”

"¥es, Sir! (arrues Willie), "in simple morals
that would be ocuite true, but not in respect to the
poliey of nations. With these, right changes asnect
according to political necessities, and the altered
condition of states. There is one truth, sir, which
alwaxs eludes the eclass to which you belong...That
the American colonies have passed through their min-
ority. A peopnle who are sble to maintain themselves
a~ainst forelgn pressure, have survived the neces-
sity of foreign rule. The mental and social develop-
ment which enables them to defend themselves by arms,

131b1d., v. 13,
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are in proof of resources which revolt at foreisn
dominion. If the American mind is ecual to its

own necessities, it 1s adecuate to its own rule.

If we no lonrer need Enslish armies for our vrotec-
tiog,"we no longer need English mind for our rovern-
ment.

"But this, sir," (says the Colcnel),"is the
arcunent of incratitude. You forret the past, sir--
the irrmense debt, arms, men, money, 2ll means and
appliances, for the strencth and safety which we
owe to the riother country."

"o, sir, it 1s Britain that forpets. We have
forzotten nothing. Britain had a right to exvect
our gratitude, but not the sacrifice of our liber-
ties. That you should lend me money--nay, give it--
vrotect me in wealkness--~help and cherish me in sick-
ness--gives you no ri~ht to enslave me for ever for
these services."

"Don't talk of slavery, sir; taxation is not
slavery."

"The deniel of our risht, sir, is the worst
slavery and this was the error and offense of Bri-
tain. It proved her to be neither just nor wise..."ll

Comrare Ramsay:

"...the friends of the ministry asserted that the
Americans had been long aiming at indevendence--

that they were magnifying pretended grievances to
cover = vremeditated revolt--that it was the business
and duty of Englishmen...to bring them back to a
rememberance that thelir present ~reatness was owing
to the mother country, and that even their existence
had been nurchased at an irmuense expense of British
blood and treasure..."l

"Under...favorable circunstances, colonies in the
new world had advanced nearly to the marnitude of

a nation, while the greatest gart of Eurove was
ipnorant of their progress.”l

Thus we sce how Simms, in followving his authorities, used

historical fact according to his on ideas to draw an au-

iy, g, Stees, The Foravers, lew York, 1882, pv. 52,53.

15pavid Ramsey, I.,152.

16Tp14., p.3l.
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thentlc, earefully detailed backrround for his characters
to move against and be influenced by.

S5t111 another croup renresented in Sirms's work is that
which played one side against the other or wers first en-
listed in one side or cause ard then the other. Of the
double dealers we should consider "Gogsle” Blonay in The
Partisan, and in liellichamne. e first mee® him when Sincle-

ton's band overcomes Travis's Tories,(not Colonel Travis,

father of Betha), in the early vart of The Partisani and sev-

eral of the captives are taken into the American force. "Gog-
cle", so called from his fishy-eyed look, is thourht to be no
r00d by Humhries, and so he turns out to be, 17 descrting to
British ermloy in the first minute the offer of solid rold

is made him. Another notable exarmle of such behavior is

Colonel Travis, in The Forayers and its secuvel, Eutaw. Tra-

vis is in the British Cormissariat and is the agent who pur-
chased five hundrcd head of cattle fro- old Sinclair. It
gradually apnears to him that British power is not what it
used to be, and this, along with sone proddings from his own
conscience, couscs him to scek Beinstatement as a rebel Amer-

ican. Govermor Rutledre offers him a commission. Travis is

17y, a. Sirms, The Partisan, New Yoriz, 1832, ». 97.
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not thorouzhly bad, but, as were a great many, was swayed by
circuastance to join the side which seemed richtest and
stronrest at the time.

St11l other double dealars are the Blodrits in The
Forayers and in Eutaw--the whining, curish, fete and his vi-
cious o0ld riother., Thece peonle keep a sort of tavern for the
armsement of the British by which means they can buy small
anounts of tireir arns and armnition at a time to avoid sus-
vicion, and hand the weavons over to the ‘mericans, torether
vrith the so0lid «o0ld they ret from the sale of li~uor. The
Blodrits find 1t rmore attractive to lreen most of their ac-
cuisitions for the post war times and to sell them to who-
ever bids highest.

At this point it would be worthwhile to mention that
Sirmms's knowled~e of the revolutionary inflation and the
utter poverty of the rebels aptears to have been derived
from Ramsayls Sirms started to make interesting use of
this matter when in Xatherine WWalton the partisans use
bows and arrows for hunting and intend to use them in war-
fare,

"The partisans of Carolina, during the strusgle

for recovery of the state, seldom went into action
with more than three rounds to the man."19

180p, Cit., II, 125-136.

19W. G, Simms, Kathevrine Yalton, New York, 1882, ». 1l2.
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But nothing is made of the idea in the later charters of
Fatherine Walton or in any other novel of the series.

e can see from the foreroin:, then, that there is
considerable relation between Ramsay and Simms's own work
in tre creating of atmosvhere and in the depicting of the
various political beliefs and conflicts of the citizenry of

the tine.

V. Southern Social Influences in Sirms

In the novels of the Revolution Sirms makes several.
1lluminating remarks ucon the southern social system--re-
marks on slavery, and uoon the old family tles--the aristoil-
in contrast with the newly rich. It is interestins to note
Ramsay's passares on slavery and to sce how slirhtly the or-
der of things had chanced in the South {rom his time to Sirms's,
whose own statements in the novels are made in a familiar, 1t-
is-as-true-now-as-then manner.,

"Slavery also led to the engrossing of land, in
the hands of a few...ouch 1s the force of habit,
and the vliancy of human nature, that thoush de-
grading freemen to the level of slaves, would, to
many be more intolerable than death, yet Negroes
who have been born and bred in habits of slavery
are so well satisfied with their condition, that
several have been known to reject proffered free-
dom, and as far as circumstances authorize us to
judre, emancination does not anpear to be the wish
of the generality of them. The peasantry of few
countries enjoy as much of the comforts of life
as the slaves who belong Lo good masters. Interest
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concurs withh the finer feelings of human nature

to induce slave-holders to treat with humanity

and kindness, those who are subjected to their

will and vower. There is frequently morec happiness

in kitchens than varlors, and life is often rore

pleasontly enjoyed by the slave than his master...'l
Ramsay sneaks of slavery's faults as well, but our object
is to see the versistence of that peculiar svecies of south-
ern rationalization from Revolutionary times and before up
through such vrovasanda as william Grayson's The Hireling

and the Slave and Tae Pro-Slavery argument.

Let us consider liellichamme for the nro-slavery idea.
iZellicharme has been detected in his visit to Janet Ber-
keley by the Tory Barsfield, who gives pursuit. Iiellichamme
hes the o0ld family slave, Scinio, attract his pursuvers' at-
tentlon while he himself escanes. Scinio thrashes around,
and is finally cau~ht by Barsfield. Eis denizl of any know-
lédre of liellichnmpe's whereabouts disnlays the loyalty which
slaves were supvocsed to heve had--and many did have--for thelr
masters. He leads Barsfield and his crew on a fruitless search
having sworn he had not scen his master at any time these past
three weels:

f...the adroit Nenro contrived to barffle the vin-

dictive Barsfield. He led him from rlace to place,

to and fro, now here, now there, and throuch every

1ittle turn and winding of the enclosure in front
of the dwelling until the natience of the Tory becane
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exhausted, and he clearly saw that his guide had
deceived him...2

Such adroltness and wiliness on the part of a Negro Sinms
attributes to loyalty more than intelligence, and to a
fear for his own life. If Scipio had been white, Simms
night very likely have nroclaimed his actions to be ty-
pical of a hich order of intelligence and a remarkable
coolness of mind in a difficult situation. Later in the
book Sciplo succeeds in vassing a sentry to cet arms to
the capntive lellicharme by sayinsz that he is chasinre three
of the plantation's best cows that had been made off with,
"Kaise you sodrer lub milk." The sentry is satisfied with
this answer to his challense not only because it is reason-
able, but because of the scemingly artless way in which it
i1s »res-nted., Sirms describes Scipio as:

"ee.one of those trusty slaves to be found in

almost every native séuthern family, who, having

ecrovm up wlth the children of their owmers, have

acouired a certaln corresnondence of feeling with

them. A personal attachment had strengthened

the bonds which necessity imposed, and it was

ouite as much a princivle in Scinio's mind to

fight and die for his owners as to work for them."3
Yinether or not Scipnio's loyalty is the result of his being

a slave, it is obvious that Simms apsroves hichly of the

2y, a. Simms, Hellicharme, Few Yorl:, 1832, v». 105,

3Ibid., p. 10L.
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institution of slavery while he rather inconsruously disap-
proves of importation:
"To thelr arts (the Indians') the Gullah and Ebo Kerroes,
of which the colony had its thousands furnished by the

then unscrupulous norality of the mother country and the
northern colonies, added thelir snells and maﬁlc...”A

Simas hactened to deferid slave owmers at the expense of the

northerners, amon~ whom he found most of hils publishers.S The

scoundrel I'Kevm, we learn:

"...h2d bourht at moderate wrices, a lot of new Negroes,
Trom the coast of Guinea, from a virtuous Puritan cap-
tain of Bhode Island, who had gleaned wonderfully from
the Gold Coast, and whose great grandson, by the way,
has since shown himself a virtuous abolitionist in

the senate of the United States, breathing hate and
horror toward the descendents of the very peopnle whom
his phi;anthrovic srand-sire had sold the stolen Ne-
rroes, 'O

Such may have been an accurate description, but however it
nointed out the northern faults, it d4id not purify slavery
nor prove it to be rood because another thing was bad. With
this we compare chapter Twenbty-Nine of .ocodcraft, which is
notable for picturin~ the bonds of affection which often
existed between slaves and their masters:

"You nebber ruine done wid Tom, maussal! I'tick

to you ebbrywhere; you comp'ny good 'nqurh for Tom
in any country, no matter whay you go.

h] G. Sirms, The Partisans, Wew York, 1332, p. 22l.

50scar decelin, dritings of +illiam Gilmore Sipms, New York,1906.

6W. G. Simms, Woodcraft, New York, 1632, p. 156,

7Ibid., p. 132.
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Torgy fears bankruotey and separation from his favorite
slave:

"Give you, Tom! Give you to anybody? No! no!
old fellow! I will neigher give you, nor well you,
nor suffer you to be taken from me in any waye..
dothing but death shall ever rart us, and even death
shall not if I can help it. Vhen I die, you shall be
buried with me, We have fought and fed too long to-
gether, Ton, and I trust we love each other auite
too well to subnmit to separation. “hen your kitchen
fire grows cold, Tom, I shall cease to eat; and you
Tom, will not have breath enough to blow un the fire
when mine 1s out! I shall fight for you to the last,
Tom, and you, I know, would ficht to the last for me,
as I am very sure that neither of us can long out-
last the other.,"

"Ficht for you, gaussal Ea! Jes!' lo' denm
Tory try we, maussal'

This kind of writins, undoubtedly went home to many a slave
owvner, but was too clannish to be popoular very far north of
the lason-Pixon line.

The Southern mind could scarcely conceive of the im-
riorality of slavery, so firmly rooted was the icea of the
'whiée man's burden. In Yoodcraft widow Eveleich visits
- Hajor loncrieff shortly before the British evacuation of
Chaéleston. It is her purcose to have restored to her ccr-
tain slaves whiech she knows lionecrieff has. DIore than that

she wants to recover Forgy's slaves too. The soutrern

philosonhy 1s a curious mixture:

81pid., ». 183.
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"Wle are taught to love our neirhbor as ourself,

and such love can be shovm in no better way, perhavs,

than in ~iving heed to his interest at the moment when

we attend to our owvm."9
Jith thet, these two human beings spend considerable time dis-
cussing bills of sale for other human beings, and the richt to
consider them as personal proverty.

Simms casts li~ht upon the southern social system in
anotheor rosnect than slavery: the caste system, resulating
individugl and fanily status. The lines between various so-
cial levels are clearly marked in Simms's novels in accordance
with the "Greelr democracy'" mentioned earlier--it beinq dife-
ficult for a verson to raise himself to a new level 'success-

fully", with the ap:roval of those who had already "arrived."

In The Forayers occurs this vassare between Willie Sineclsir

and his true love, Bertha Travis:

"Villie, dear VWillie, you know even better than
I what difference exists in the several ranks of our
society. Now, you know that mine is corparatively
humble stoclk; and though nmy mother comes of good
family in the Low Country, yet, in marrying ny
father, who was an obscure Indian trader, 8he in-
curred the renroach and anger of her own kindred.
Theyneglected, and finally cast her off."

"She was as good and noble as any of them."

"Tes, but in such cases, it seems, the wife
sinks to the husband's rank and loses sonething

of her own...' 10
Willie's father disavproved of any 2lliance between a girl

of such parentage and his son, and is won over only by

9Ibid., o. 20.

107, ¢, Simis, The Foravers, New Yorik, 1882, v». 282 F F.
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meeting her, so that her pe—-sonality and character can
overcome his silly preconcentions. Her father, Coptain
Travis, has asnired to becone a planter. e owns a fine
home and slaves, has money, and wishes to be on a par with
those vhom he considers the propver models of gentility. ke
is a self-made man, by hook or by crook, and Simms's term,
"nowus homo", means simoly that he has not yet been accepted.
His cormission fronm Governor Rutledse irmmroves his vosition,
however, but by this time he is not thinking so rmch of so-
cial climbinr as saving his family from the villainous Inzgle-
hardt. Governor Rutledze's exclamation to Inglehardt, who
attemmts the rsovernor's canture, shows the hich rank of a
southern gentlenman:
"tYou neither imow me--nor yourself. If you
mew either of us, sir, you would Enow that I am
not to be made prisoner by yoult
Inslehardt's cheeck flushed. He could feel the

sentiment of scorn. He, the son of the overseer

and grezier, felt_the sting of the sarcasm from the

born gentleman."ll
Here is clear vroof of the feudal order of things; rentlemen
are born, and the statement in this case means that it is a
sort of title which laborers and sons of laborers have no
right to asvire to. It does not mean here that a born
centleman 1s one whose innate characteristics entitle him to

that rankine, recardless of social station, which is the only

sense In which the old saying has any validity.

1l1p44., ». 408,
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How convenient, then, for Simms to make his villain,
Inslehardt, a "son of an oversecr and grazier'. Sirms is
forretting his ovm ancestry in his effort to please the
7entle readers of Charleston, who, unfortunctely for the
author, did not forget as easily.. Inglehardt, too,

"e..Was a new man; an ambitious man, anxious to

shake o7f o0ld and iInferior associations; anxious to bring

himself into constant comrmunication wit:: persons of

whose social rank there could be no cuestion."12

Arain, a whole boclk 1lInstroting the southern idea of
social rank is Woodcraft, the story of Captain Porry's read-
justnent after théwar and his efforts to reclain his nlanta-

tion from decay and nortcage. e neet forsy for the first
y 2T prY)

tire in The Partisan, where it is pointed out that he is not

a "low" character st all, and that the cream of Charleston
aurht not to be disrusted at his seeming unrenteelity:

"Wow, it will not do to misconceive Lieutenant
Poreye. f we have sald or shovm anything calcula-
ted to lessen his dionity In the eyes of any of our
readers, renorse rust follow. <Zorsy nmisht vley the
buffoon if he vnlessed; but in the meantime let it
be understood that he was born to wealth and had
received the educuticn of a gentlemsn. He had
wasted hls substance, but this nmatter does not
rmch concern us now. It is only important that
he should not be supnosed to waste himself. FKe
had been a planter--was in wome measure a planigr
st111l, with brolen fortunes upon the Ashenoo."

in apology for the man who can say, 'Damn the patriotisn

thet won's eat stolen food."

121p1d., »p. 291,292,

13w, G, Sims, The Partisan, New York, 1502, p. 358.
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VI The llovels

l., The Partisan

‘ie proceed now to the works thenselves--Simms's
novels of the fmerican idevolution, or The Partisan Ser-
les, as they are sometimes called. It is sirmler to deal
with them according to the action as it naturally vrorres-
ses throu~h the series. The Tirst of the proup is The far-

tisan: a Yale of thoe Revolution, »ublished by Earper Bros.,

ilew Yorl:, in 1835; the next is liellichamme: a Lepend of the

Santee, also by Harner B ros. of liew York in 1336; then

Ratherine .alton, or the Rebel of Dorchester, published
by 4. Hart, Philadelnhia, 1851. These three comnrise a
trilo~y in which many O0f the same choaracters annear throush-

out “rom the earliest pzces of The Partisan to the last of

Katherine Jizlton. This trilogy is followed, from the Iis-

torical viewpoint, by The Kinsmen, or Black Riders of the

Conrarec, vublished by Lea and Blanchard of Fhiladelchia,

18111, and renublished in 185L by Redfield, of lew York as

inl

e Scout.e 1Ihe next worl: is The Foravyers, or the R-id of

the Dog-Dsys, published by Redfield of Kew York, in 1855.

This has its sequel,,Eubaw, alcso oublished by fHedfield
of Yew York in 1856, The final work, not in the order
of cormosition, is :ooderaft, or Lawis Abouk Lha Jove-

cote, republished by Redfield, of New York, in 1856.
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Oririnally this ctory came out in 1852, published by Lin-
pincott, Grarbo and Cormany, of Philadel-hia, and was lnovm

at that time as The Swvord and the Distof’;

and Fortx.l These are the novels cont:inin
Qe

best (and some of the wors:t) that Sirms ever wrote.

The Partisan 1s a kind of foundation unon which Simms

intended to build the rest of the scries. In the intro-
duction we riay observe how Sirms put to work his principle

as ex-ressed in Views zn? Reviews of Americon Literature,

History, and Fiction:

"The worlk was oririnally planned as the first of

a series devoted to the illustration of the war

of the Revolution in South Carolina. .ith this
object I laid tre foundntion of this work more
deenly =nd broadly than I should have <cnc, had

I surposed merely the sin~le story. I designed,
in fact, a trilocy. Several of the verscns of

the story were estimoted to be the pnronerty of

tre seriles...l so arranced ny material as to

rinlite each of the stories indevendent of the
others...kly aim has been to give a story of events
rzther than of persons. The one, of course, dould
not well be done without the other; yet 1t has
been my object to make myself as greatly indepen-
dent as possible of the necessity which would
combine them. A sober desire for history--the
unwritten, the unconsidered, but veracious his-
tory--has been with me, in this labor, a sort of
princinle. The phases of a time of errors and of
wrongs--of fierce courace--tenaclous patriotism--
yielding, but struggling for virtue, not ecual to
the pressure of circumstances, and falling for a
time, Antaeus-like, only for a renewal and recovery
of its strencth--it has been my aim to delineate...

‘

1 T 14 . St . ‘e J e x
Osear Vecelin, ¥ritincs of #illiom Gilmore Simnms, lLew York,
1905, po. 13-16;23,26,28.



38,

or is The Partisan merely a local chronicle em-
bodying traditionary characters only...Gates, ..ar-
ion, De ¥alb, Cornwallis, Tarleton, and others

are all the proverty of our histories...The se-
verity with which I have visited the error of
Bates, and the tralts which I have given his char-
acter may be thourht harsh, but they are sustained
by all the best authorities...l am decided that

a nation gains only in glory and greatness as it
is resolute to behold and pursue the truth. I
would paint the disasters of my country, where
they arose from the obvious errors of her sons,

in the stronrest possible colors. e should then
¥now...how best to avoid then...l have sonewhat
departed from the absolute plan of the story to
dilate uoon the dangerous errors of the leading
personazes in the events drawn uvon. The history
of the march of Gates' army I have cercfully elab-
orated with this object; and the reflective mind
will see the varallel vosition of cause and effect
which I have studiously sought to make obvious,
wherever 1t seemed to rie necessary for the purposes
of instruction. It 1s in this way only, that the
novel may be made useful, when it ministers to
rorals, to menkind, and to society..."@

The ideas set forth in this excervt from the introduction

to The Partisan will be seen to agree with those in the

essays: they are, in fact, the same.

The Partisan commences with an introductory chanter--
a slketeh of conditions in South Carolina after the fall of
Charleston. Cornwallis rules, 2nd Tarleton is the terror of
the land. This sketch follows Ramsay accurately, and it is
from this roint, when South Carolina was well nizh out of
the war, except Tor the bands of Sumber and Marion and a

few lesser pgroupns, that gimms begins his story. Sirmis be-

20p. Cit., introduction, pv. v-viii,



cins well: we understand that it is to be an action story, and
as soon as the scene has been laid in the first chanter we are

fairly well in medias res. The atmosnhere becomes itense even

such a little way into the bock as the second chanter, where
we have a sharp quarrel going on between a disgruntled young
man of the town of Dorchester, South Carolina, and the Bri-
tish serceant Eastings.

"Look you, youns man, do you see that tree? It
won't take much treason to tuck you up there."

"Treason indeed! I talk no treason, Serceant
Eastings, and I defy you to prove any arin me. I'm
not to be frishtened th1° time o'day, I'd have you
to Iknow; and thourh you are a sodger and wecar a
red coat, let me tell you there is a tough colt
in the woods that your two less can't straddle.
There is no treason in that, for it only concerns
one versorn, and that one person is your own self,
and I'm 25 ~ood a man as you any day."

It is not hard to becerne interested in the book with sneeches

like that before one, and The Partisan is full of them; plain

and fearless homes»un s»neeches that make the British tyrants
and their toadies writhe iIn =anger.

In the fourth chanter there is mention of Sir Henry
Clinton's proclamation. <This was virtually an order for all
those who h2d submitted to British rule at the fall of Charles-
ton to teke arms against their rebel brothers. The gist of
the vroclariation runs as follows:

"ee.the helninz hand of every man was wanted

reestablish neace and good csovernnient...the com-

rander in chief wished not to draw them into dan-

zer while any doubt could rerain of success but
as thot was now certain, he trusted that one and
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all would hroartily join, and give effect to nce-
essary neasures for that vurvose. Those with
Tamilies rom14d be warmitted to remain at home

and form a militia...buvt from those who had no
families it was ex2ected that they would checerfully
assist in driving their ovoressors_and 211 the nmis-
cries of war, from their bordfers.”

In other words, "heln the con-ucrors in the pursuit and the
destr-ction of your owvm relctives and friends. It was
enourh to drive »rincinled and neace™ul Toriss onso the rebel

side, as wap the case In The Partisan of Col. 'alton, the

father of latherine “Walton, -he heroine of a later book.

“he »lot takes its derarturc from this edict, and we are
entertained for the next five hundred »ages with the raising
of iajor Sin~leton's portisan band, their nimerous raids uson
stratersic locztions of Lritish vorer, the corture of Col,
Walton after thre battle of Conden, and at the end of the
book, the darinr rescuve of tre valuable Colonel fron the
~allows by Sircleton and a body of pilclied men. ‘e wonder,
however, whether one mon is worth the burnins of half the
town of Dewchcster, and the death of several brave woods=-
men, when he has not shown himself to be utterly indisden-
sable to fLmericon vietorye “his brincs us to the sub plot,
which in later worlis too fre~uently becormes the major one--
the love affair betwecn :ajor Sinsleton and Katherine Winl-

s i Yalton were to

H
ct
5}
[0}
]
3
3
)

ton, the Colonrel's dau~hrter.

be rescucd riore on the bosis of his noeternity thian his coloneley.

-,-\‘v._ » - - A R ‘e - . BN
3u&VL? Rausay, .istory of the dmericon Revolution, rhila-
delnhia, 1739, vol2, ». 157.
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The real action of The Partisan ends with the battle

of Canden, in which Gates was defeated and the army nearly
destroyed. OSimms's account corresponds to that of Ramsay,
with only the addition of his omm characters. The last char-e
of Daron De Xalb is a remarkable piece of writing, vivid and

I

inspired,~ the erual to anything of the same tyvpe in Scott
or in Coover,

There is sore melodrama in The lartisan, although no-
where near as rmich as cceurs, for instance, in lMellichanme
or The Scout. Sinms cannot do love scenes. They are pages
to be skimmed or skiprned entirely, since they have little

o

connection with the rest of the story in The Partisan. If

it were vossible to extricate the good from the bad in Simms,
it would be worth while; for trhe bad is horrid. Consider this
brigf scrmle:

"Robert, you lmow how I esteen you--"

"Utter no professions, Kate--not so cold1v, at least--
if you really have any recard for ne.'

“You mistake, you do re injustice, c ou51n--I would not
be cold or inconsiderate. I do esteem you--"

"Esteem!”

"Well,well=-love you, then, if you like the word better.

He pressed her hand.

il

There is no grace to this; it is not convincing, yet Sinmis

dracs it in by the ears to nlease the taste of his native

"Ibid., po. 1'60-L7l.

5Ipid., p. 278.
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Charleston. It reeks of self-consciousness. The minute

Simms's characters chance from those who say, "hain't it?"

to t-ose who say, "Is it not?" he loses 211 hecadway and
flounders about in a subliterary cuzosnire. Compare such
stuff with the speech of his backwoodsmen. Sincleton leads
his band in search of llarion, shortly before the Battle of
Camden, and he comes upon one of larion's scouts, whom they

annroach warily, but determinedly. This man is called Thumb-

screv, who is a major character in the next book, liellichame.

Says he:

"inhy, hello! now; but you block 2 fellow in,
mishty like as ef you wanted to look,at his teeth.
“hat mourht your with be, stranger?"6

Yet his vowers are not necessarily limited to the homely
frontiersman. Cormare the address to the »nartisans on the
eve of the Baltle of Camden by General arion, certainly no
drawing roonm character, being infinitely above that genre:

"I take up the sword, gentlericn, with a solerm
vow never to lay 1t dowm, until my country, 2s a
free country, shall no lonzer need my services. I
have informe? myself of all these difficulties and
danrers--these inequalities of numbers and experi-
ence between us and our enemies--of which I have
plainlg told you. Having them all before my own
eyes, have yet resolved to live or die in the
aause of my country, placing the risks and privations
of the war in full ovvosition to the honor and du-
ty--the one which I may gather in her battles, and
the other which I owe her in maintaining them to
the last. I have told you all that I know, in or-
der that each man may make his election as I have

6Ib1d., pe DOl



done. I will urge no reasons why you should love
and fight for your country, as my owm sense of honor
and shomne would not suffer me to listen to any other
on the same subject. Determine for yourselves with-
out arcument from me. Let each man answer, singly,
whether he will go forward under ny lead, or that

of any other officer that General CGates shall as-
sign, or whether he will now devart from our ranls,
choosing a station, henceforward, of neutrality,

if such will be allowed him, or with the forces of
our enemy. -+hose who dete mine with me, must be
ready to leave within the hour, on the route_to
Lvneh's Creek, and to the continentel army."

This again 1s some of the best of Simms, but how
self-conscious he becomes with ilajor ©ingleton, fron
one of the best Charleston families:

"This war--the merciless, the devastating
war! Oh, my country, when wilt thou be free
from invasion--when will thy veople come back to
these deserted dwellings--when will the corn flour-
ish rreen along these stricken and Ptlasted fields,
without danger from the trampmling horse, ang the
wanton and devouring fire? Nhen--oh,when?”8

Yet in The Partisan there is considerably less of

the heart-on-sleeve writing than exists in lLiellichampe.

2. Iellicharmmpe

liellichamre ~oes off on 2 tangent from the circle of

novels of the Revolution. It begins just after the rescue

of Col. Walton at the close of The Partisan, and its plot

comorises an episode, fillinz up the time between Gates'de-

feat and the Tory ascendency to the coming of General Greene.

TIbid., vo. 129, L30.

8Ivid., p. 2lb.
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In the introduction Simms defends himself acainst
that critic who objects "to the prevonderasnce of low and

vulrar personages’ in The Partisan. That objection is ty-

vical of a romanticist, says Simms:
"eeeof one who is willing to behold in the vpro-
sress of society none but its most lofty and
elevated attributes--who will not look at the
materials which make the million, but who picks
out from their number the man who should rulse,
not the men who should represent--who reauires
every second person to te a demigod, or hero, at
the least--and who scorns all conditions, that
only excepted which 1s the ideal of a pure mind
and delicate imogination. To make a falry tale
or a tale in which none but the colors of the rose
and rainbow shall predominate, is a very different,
and, let ne ad?d, a far less difficult matter, than
to denict 1life as we discover it--man in all his
nphases, as he is modified by circumstance and
moulded by education--and man as the optimist
would have and as the dreamer about inane ver-
fectability delights to paint him..."9

The word for this is realism; and it was heresy in centle-
manly Charleston. ‘e rmust nraise Sirms for this, certainly,
but he did not stick to his guns as we could have wished hin
to. He submitted to ponular sentiment when he gave us Ernest
ligllicharme and Janet Berkeley, 2nd the book is saved only by
its "prenonderance of low and vulgar characters'",l0 1ike

!

Thumbscrew, 'Goggle' Blonay, Bill Ewmhries, and Lance

Trarmton.

9W. G, Sirms, Mellichame, New York, 1832, pvo. 5,0.

10Ipv14,, advertisement, p. v.



Regarding Ernest liellichamme, let us see what sins
the author's avostacy led him to. The third chacter of
ilellicharme disnlays at once some of the best and sone of
the worst of Simms's writing. Consider “he aristocratic
romantic hero whose eye 1s--

"black and fiery, his cheek brown an? thin, his

hair of a raven black like his eve, his chin full,

his nose finely Romcn, and his forehead imposingly

hich...he seecmed vassionate and inpatient, 2nd his

thin but deepl¥ red lips oulvered and colored with
every work and at every novement.,'ll

This is discusting,if it's vossible at all. ‘e learn that
he is the scion of an old plantation family whosc misfor-
tunes during the war are not to be thourht on by Zrnest
lellich-moe without his being maddened by it. His grief
was caused by one Cavtain Bersfield, a Tory leader, who
attacked the olantation of liellichampe's father and killed
the man in a fair ficht. ilellichampe flies into a rage
with his friend and savior on more than one occasion--
Thumbscrew-~when the latter, havins sichted Barsfield on
the way to the Berkeley nlantation, did no* shoot him in
the back. Not shoot Barsfield in the back! ZErnest trects
Thumbserew hi~h handedly for falling to 40 zo, until his
tentrum hes run its course. This is what -imus intended
to nlease the Charleston best neovle with, who were not mmch

more real than some of his literary concoctions. The story

1l1pid., o. 22.



i1s slicht: the attempted wooing of Janet Berkeley by the
evil Barsfield, the wrath of ilellicharme, and the partisan
skirmishes with Barsfield's Tory band.

But side by side with the aristocratic mouthinis there
is the backwoods speech and the Negro dialéct, at which
Simms was a master, Thwnbscrew ls sorething of a philoso-
vher. ilellicharme cormlains thot Thunbscrev i1s too worried
about him, and the scout says:

"ee.I loves you, Airnest, and I wotch you lile

an old hen that's got but one chicken left, and

I cluczs and scratches twice as rmuch for that

very reason. If there was a dozen to look after,
now, the case would be different; I wouldn't maRe
half the fuss that I make about one: but you see,
when it so hap-ens that the thin~s a man's got to
love gits fewer and smaller they gits more valua-
ble, Airnest, in his si~ht; for he knows michty
well, if he loves them, that he's jist like an

0ld bird that comes back to the tree when the blos-
soms and the flowers have all drosped off, and are
rotting under it. It's mighty nich to winter in
his heart then, Airnest--mishty nigh--and the
sooner he be~ins to look out for a place to slecp
in, the wiser man you may tale him to be..."12

It snealts volumes, but there were those in Simms's time who
apnarently vreferred words from Janet Berkeley. ~t that
point in the story when it is necessary for tThe »nartisans
to burn the Berkeley place to get at Barsfield and his co-

horts Jannt presents the n rtisans with a bow and arrows,

121014., p. 79.
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which are to be shot into the roof to start the fire. <Sur-
nrise 1s exoressed thiit she should want to destroy the vnlace,
but she res-onds bravely:

"Sacred as my home, as my own and my rmother's
birthplace, it is yet doubly sacred as my country's.
Place your combustibles unon these arrowvs, and send
thert to the azed roof of that family mension; and I
shall not Jjoy the less to see it burn because it is
my father's, and shoul?d be nine, when I know that
in its ruin the neonle and the cause I love rwust
criwmh. God forbid and Reev me from the mean
thournt that I shall lose by that which to my coun-
try must be so creat a gain,"

It is cnourh to say that the plot strursles on throurh
cranters 1ike"The ilaiden's Gift,""The Vounded Lover”, "Lov-
er's Doubts and “reams", and "Love Fassares'; that the vil-
lainou$ Sarsfield and his hand 2are destroyed and the lovers
united, a2lthoush at the cost of Thumbserew's life. His
denth 1s serntimental, but it is controlled, thorou hly be-
lievable, and oculte movinc, It is to be comrared with the

prolonred dryin~ of Enily, Singleton's sister in The Fartisan,

and the fault seems not so ruch a lack of skill in Sirms as
a willinrness to vrostitute his art to those vho object to

“the ore-~onderance of low an? wvulsar characters'.

131p14., o. 196.
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3. Katherine alton

In Xathe 'ine Walton, the last of the trilory, Sirms's
fault 1s not so vmmuch innbllity to describe hich society as
1t is the chance in interest from Sinsleton to the Dritish
lia Jor Proctor.lll Simms shows that Proctor had provocation
for mirderin~ Mo jor Vouchan, but the sudden irmortance of
the forrer is at odds with Simms's exnressed ourpose of
showino the prorsress of the Revolution. Like llellichorpe
it is incidental, not concerned with the ma jor movements of
the time. XKatherine ‘/alton "brinss us to the city', while
the othrer two works dezclt with the iInterior and lowland river
sections. OSirmms says of his heroine that she is:?

1. ..a women drawn...after our best models of ~ood

manners, cood taste, good intéllect, and noble,
~enerous sensibilities; frank, boyant, a?% uncon-
fined; yet suverior to mere convention.
8he may be drawn after the best models, but she is wooden.
With one ercention Simms never drew a woman in his stories
that was not wooden.
Katherine Walton was carefully asseribled. The term is
accurate, since Simms did much research into the times of

the occunation, and his characters--David Ramsay, Tom Sin-

rleton, Harry Barry, "iad" Cammbell, 2nd Commandant Balfour,

1hA. H. Suinn, History of American Fiction, New Yorl, 1936, p.118.

15?. G. Simms, Eatherine Walton, Wew York, 1852, p. b
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the ruler of Chnrleston and the villain of the riecce--are
all historical nersonares Sim1s cuwotes Ramsay, who is his
authority for the eharacterization of Balfour, as saying:
"By the subversion of every trace of »ooular
govern,enu, w7ithout any =roser civil establich-
rent in its »l2ce, he, with a few co-ndjutors, as-
suned anrd exercized legislative, judicial, and ex-
ecutive powers over cwui"eng in the same manner as
over the comrion soldiery.
Ee was, then, a tyrant, oand the boolr 1s concerncd with his
m2chin~tions--the at*em-ted wooins of iatherine '‘i2zlton, the
threat of Balfour to han~ her father if she will not h.ve
him, an? the eseapve of iroctor from Cherlecton.

Sirms allows his cztory to ramble on for four hundr~d
and sixty paces, and then rushes the ending in the last
fourteen.

Jafor Sin~leton befriends Proctor, nretending to be a
Captain Furness, of the loyalist baclwoods riflcren. For a
while his sneech is tvuical of the frontlersmwan, but présently
Simms for~ots himself and allows 'Turness" to sweak out of
character, which dereliction no one seers to notice--except
the reader. ~lthourh Simms nakes tolerable fun of British
society in Charleston, we miss the swarms and the forests.
Egen thourh the melodrama is liept within rcogemadle limits,

the story does not commare favorably in interest with The

Paptisan,.

161p1d., . 9,10.



l.e The Scout

T -

‘ile proceed now to the next book in the Revolutionory
series: The Scout. It's action occurs at about the time
of Gereral Greene's first victories, pushing the DBritish
bock toward Charleston. The story makes an excellent start--

better “han Xatherine "alton or ilellicherme. Sirms shows

his descriz-tive powers in the first chaoster:

. "The duskyr shadows of evening were androaching
fost. Clouds, black with storm, that threatened mo-
riently to discharge thelr torrents, depended zloomily
above the bosom of the ‘ateree. & dezthlike stillness
overhungz the scene. The very breezes...had at length
folded themselves ud to slumber on the dark surface

of the slurzish swanms below. No voice of bird or

benst, no word of man, denoted, in that ghost-like

rezion, the mresence of any form of life...’
Here is something Simms kmows and believes in, and his work
is good.

Unfortunately, after an acdmirable bezinning, we are con-
fronted with more nelodrama--nerhaps the worst Sirris ever
wrote. The plot basically concerns the fisht of the narti=-
sans arainst a Tory outlaw Band mown as The Black Riders
of the Conmaree. The rebels are led by Clcrence Conway, the
lover of Flora Hiddleton; while the Black Riders are led by
Edward Conway, Clarence's half brother and rival for #lora's

love. The climax is the fight between the brothers, and Ed-

ward is beaten and left for dead. e are sorry to see that
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he 1s not actually =o, and the melodrama goes on for a rreat
many more pates, relieve? for a time by Greene's siege of
Ninety-Six, and the retreat of the British.

“here are murky dialorues between the brothers, who
frecuently address each otrher as "Clarnece Conway" und
"Bdward Conway'. On the whole the book is too talky, end
excent for the scout, ~upnle Jack Bennister, we are clzad
enourh to lay it dovm. Strancely, The Scout contains some
very mood humor. Amonr the funniest pages Simms are those
in which the Tory scout, Watsan Gray, leaps upon Supple Jack
near the iddleton plantction, saying:

"Oh! ho! Co2u~ht at last, Supnle Jack; Suonle,
the famous! Y our limbs will scarcely help you now...
"eeodatson Gray...You're rather a small build of

a man, if ny menory sarves me rightly--you 'ha'n't”

holf my heft, and can't surely thinlk to manage e,

"I do indeed...If I'm lizht, you'll find ne
strong--strong enou~h to eep your arms f%st till my
wild irish come up, and lay you baclward.

"ell, that mav be, Watson. Dut My Aarmns ain't
rny legs, my lad. Keen them, if you can.

i

ind Jack trots off down the road with Vatson unexrectedly
and helnlessly niggv-back.

".e.It's but nateral that you should kick and worry,
at riding a nag that you hadn't bitted, ‘vatson Gr:y,
but it's of no use; you're fairly mounted, and there's
no retting off in a hurry..."

17W. G. Simms, The Scout, New York, 1882, p. 231.
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The scene is ludicrous, and a wonderful chance for the
better; but it is too short. The melodramatic e¢louds close

in agein with little relief to the end of the booke.

5. The Foravers

The Forayers 2nd Eutaw may be considered tocgether, since

at the end of the former book several motters are left pénd-
inz that are settled In Zutrw. The
"narrative onens at the moment when Rowdon is rre-
narire to vield the care of the armfp to his lieutenant
(bueW°rt), at the moment when, aporoaching Orangeburg
as a nlace of rest, after the retreat “rom liinety-3ix,
after the abanconment and destruvction of Camden, after
the loss of almost all their posts in the intcrior, the
British...are secliing to snatch 2 nomentary rest from
fatigue ard dsncer--not willinsg to seek their foe , and
scarcely aole to cover themselves from pursuit.’l
That 1s the backrround, azainst which the hero, “illie Sinclzir
and his ren vanouish Eell-Iire Dick's outlaws and the Tory band
led by Cavntain Inglehardt, a man with ambition, and the cunning
and coldness to gratify it, a mon who (to a»n-ear doubly vil-
lainout to aristoeratic readers) had

"abandoned his caste, an unforcivable offense
which moved the dislike of all its members." é

In~lehordt hos the father of Bertha Travis, “Willie's true
love, in his rower--has evidence against him that would
ruin hin if it were civen to tre British, and, in short,

offers Travis the choice of the halter for him=self or the

18W. G. S5imms, The Foravers, New York, 1332, p. 0.

91p1a., pi 292.
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altar for his daurhter and Inglehardt. All these affairs
are only scttled at the close of Zutaw, which could alnost

be called the second volume of The Foravers, were it not for

the battle at Zutaw Szurinss near the end of the book. Lieither
volime is satisfactory in itself, and both torecther are infer-
ior to The Partisan, for Simms becomes too involved in plot
and subvlot and evil machinations to do justice to what was

his ori~inal insviration --the fi~ht for indenendence.

4

o; Wooderalt

The lacst book in the series is .loodcra’t. Set in the
post revolutionary veriod after 1732, it is remarkably frce
from tre turcid rmelo“rama of the vrece‘inc three works. As
in the cther books, many of its characters are "drawvn from
the 1ife”,20 and those who are not are supepior to those
rnodelled on real nersonares of the time. Cantain Porsy re-
turns to his estate, now in ruins, with two stout friendé,
the one-armed Serreant liillhouse, and Lance Tromoton, a young
man of eirhteen or ninet~en who first avnpecrs in The Partisan.
There are few plot digressions--the idea being constantly in
mind to release Porgy from debt, malte his nlantation upon the

Ashenoo a flourishinz estate, and marry if he can either the

20y, a. Sirms, ‘‘codcratt, New York, 1582, p. 3.



rich widow Eveleirh or the poorer but comelier widow Griffin,
Lance's mother. Porsy succeeds in all but the marital mat-
ters, the widow Zveleirh nreferrinc to remain a friend and the
widow Griffin marryings Forcham, the backwoodsman overseer on

drs. Eveleich's nlantation.

VII. Simms's Characters

Little has been said so far about Simms's characters,

and only slichtly more about thelir sperches. Let us first

D s
- NN ‘s«.‘_-z

consider tre women and then the men, most of whom need only

a few words said about ther.

Simms does not do his women well. Zxcent for the widow

Erewton in Katherine :ialton, they are almost all oversensi-

tive, priscish, wooden pupvets. There are only two women
upon whom 1t is worthwhile to corment otherwise. The first
f these 1is llother Blonay. In her case he does not need to
bother with female psycholory, for she 1s a witch-like per-
son, about whom we do not remember so rwech that she is a wo-
man as that she is a fearful creature whose features were:

"thin, shrivelled...darkly yellow, hag-like, and
jaundiced. The skin was tightly drawn across the
face, and the hish cheekbones and the nose seemed dis-
vosed to break through the slender restraints of their
covering. Her eyes were small and sunken, of a lirht
rrey, an? ha?l a viclous twinkle, that did not accord
with the gretched and decayed asnect of her other lfea-

tures... "

G. Simms, The Partisan, New York, 1882, po>. 180,181.
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The other excention is Ellen Floyd, the Cassan’ra-lilke
sister of ~at Floyd. She makes a startlins sosnearance in
FButaw, rescuins her brother as he is about to be hanred by
Lein Watlzins and his outlow sans. She shows herself a wo-
man of action in this passa{je.2 She devotes her life to
keening her weaklin~ brother out of trouble, lnecws woodcraft
like any scout, and has a strance gift of vrovhecy which her
loutish assoclates consider madness. She is intelli-ent,
hich minded, and unassuming., Such is the womsn--the only
re2lly interesting one Simms ever created--whori he has cal-
le? up from his imacination; but he seems not to lmow just
what to do with her, and he throws her away, finally, letting
to

her be shot death by Hell-Fire Dick,

&

lia jor ~inrleton would likely have been a stilted, un-
believable crecature ha? he been confined to the drawing roomn,
but the bacicvoods fi~hters needed a leader, and ne is an ad-
mirable onec. He nlans the exneditions and directs then; he
is activ2 all the time, and when,talizing with his brothers-
in-arms he is decisive and energetic. If he rinde more love
to ratherine Jalton than he is allowed %o, he would sink in

our estimation. On the whole he 1s level-headed, and not

set before us so often that we tire of him.

27, G, Sirms, Zutaw, New York, 1882, vo. 23-33.
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Colonel “alton is a shacdowy individual, and exce»t for
his beinp an 1llustration of how certain colonists reacted
to the infamous c21l to arms Dfoclamation of S5ir HEenry Clin-
ton, and by his copture enablins the nlot of Hatherine al-
ton to be formulated he serves no szecilal purpose and calls
for no »narticular devcloonent.

Ernest liellicharpe has been de2lt with previously. He
is a literary monster--the nroduct of cancerous romnnticism.

Balfour, the comiandant of Chorleston, Simms drew from
1life, using Ramsay (already cuoted) as his authority. He,
Edward Conway, Cavtain Barsfield, Captain Irn~tlehardt, and
Np, ¥'Kewm all commrise that groun which nay be termed hich-
character-villain; and they are not much different from the
nineteenth centmry melodrama type that flourished Auring
Simms's life time.

Clarence Conway has nothinc memorable about him., He
is sirmoly his brother's antithesis, evean in the matter of
acpearance--Edward beins swarthy and Claorence fair,

01d Colonel Sinclair is a little nmore unusual, but not
sufficiently vleasing. He is blindly loral to British rule,
which forry gently ridicules him for,

The most interesting of all Simms's characters is the
gigantic Por~y, vhilosooher, humorist, gentlemon, and no less

£

a firhter. Kis manner of speech is illustrated here in his
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criticism of Col., Sinclair's disparacement of the ivericons:

"liy venerable friend, you never, I fancy, heard
of Ike wassey's bulldog?"

"You are risht in your fancy.”

"iell, sir, Ike had a bullfos--a famous bulldog--
that whipned all other dons, and whivned all bulls,
and Ike honestly telisved that he could whio all beasts
that ever roared in the valley of Dashan., {n one oc-
casion, he pitted him arcinst a youncs bull, whom he
exoected to see him »ull dowm at the Tirst jerk, muzzle,
and throttle in a jiffey. But it so hapnenecd that ow-
ser--the name ol his do~=-had, in the »rocess of time,
lost some of his teceth. ke did talie the bull by the
nose, but the youn~ animal shook the old one off, and
with one starm of his hoof he crushed all the life ot
of Towser. But Ike, to the dav of his death, still
believed in Toweer, and swore that the dos had no
fair play; that the bull had irmrorerly used hi® hoofs
on the ofcasion; and that, in fact, having honestly
taken his enemy by the nose, accordinsgs to bulldog
sclence, the victory must still be conceded to him,
ow, your faith in British science 1s not unlike
that of Ike linssey in his dors; but the bull nay safely
concede the science, so lonz as he can stamn his ene-
ny to pileces. 'ie are workins just in this fashion in
our firnting with the British. They have the science,
but they are losing the teeth; while we are young and
visorous, lack the science, and have the stren-th.
Scientifically, the British whip us in all our con-
tests; but we do an immense amoun® of very interesting
bull-stamping 211 the while; and it is surprising how
rmch doc3life we are crushing out of the British car-
C8SSeee

Porgy —~resents sorme interesting confliects. or instance,
the man “ho could sveak thus wisely would ruin his rice crovo
by drainin~ the fields to catch the »erch out of them, just

to satisfy ris astoundin=~ apwnetite.

3Ip1d., p. 350.
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Porry 1s nearly matched in interest by a grouo of wild-
erness scouts, such as Sirms may have 'movm when he visited
his father in liississinpi. Amonz the best of these are “up-
ple Jack Bannister, Thumbscrew, and Jim Ballou. These nen
and others like them call a spade a svade, are frarless, and
have a miraculous knowledre of hunting and tracking--generally
known as "woodcrat", ‘ihen Jim Ballou starts to track Henry

Travis's captors in The Forayers we rust wonder at the remark-

able lonic he uses in following the culprits' horses, telling
them from 21l others by tell-tale marks which would be hidden

frot any but a practiced eye.u

VIII. Dialogue

Some sarmles have been given of the tyres of sveech to
be found in Simms's works. Enough has been said zbout the
flowery dialorues, but more may be said of the backwoods and
the Nezro dialects. The snecches of these people are nota=-
ble for homely but sharp imarery, for realistic syntactical
arrangenent, for successful spelling of the printed words to
match the pronunciation, and finally for a conslstency in all

these thin~s throughout the scven books. In this Cooner cannot

hw. G. Sirmms, The Forayers, New York, 1832, on. 165, 1168,
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even be commnred with Simms. The only failure--a nodding
Homer--is in Singleton's impersonation of Captain Furness,
whose baclkwoods svweech wears off like whitewash in a rain
storm; and no notice is taken of the change. For imagery I
~ive these exarmles:

"I sweatcd like a bull in flv time"

"Now look you, ef you don't lie close and ke
still, by the etornal fires, I'll slash your oozen
(weasand) jest as auicit as I would that of a fat
shote in December..."l

It has been noted by sociolo~ists that ations primitive péo-
ples and ariong the less sovhisticated of our ovm civiliza-
tion the lack of modifiers acruired throurh formal education
is ammly made up by the use of similies and metarhors. Thus
where a lecrned man mi~ht cut a man's throat dcliberately,
coldly, and remorselessly, a certain villainous scout would
do it as he would "that of a fat chote in December', the hog
killinz time. Notice the anhoritic cualities of this sample:

"The cuestion now, I reckon--now, that you've
~ot him in your clutches--is what you're roing %o
do 7ith him. To my thinking, it's jest the sort of
cuestion thnt bothered the man when he shook hands
with the blaek bear round the tree. It was a starve

to hold on and a scueeze to let go, and dq cer to
the mortal ribs whichever way he took it.

1rp1a., oo, 12,003,

24, G, Simms, The Scout, New York, 1582, p. 111.
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A pood simile:

"Lyin~ comes ag natural to a troover as mother's
milk to an infant.

Tre one-armed :illhouse's loyalty to, and determination to
work for, his friend Zorcy:

"But I'm rot a hell of a big heart for my
friend, Tom, by thunder; and when there's heart
enourh in a man's buzzon, Tom, he can always find
arms enough to sarve his frifnd, even if so he
both rands are éhoovned off.'!

The careful fitting of svnelling to pronunciation is observ-
able in this:
" h 'd . d . "5
esohne a=-Jjoined us long ago...
Eere 1s sorie Hezro dialect:
"Ki! eussa: you no lub sleen you'se'f, da's
no reason why he no rood for udder peoole. lii~ger
lub sleen, linss Forey, an' 'taint 'oﬁecéful for um
to it u» in de morning before de sun.

Besides his skill in dialect, Simms has a flair for nanes,

and those of his hraclwoods heroes and villains linger in the

30p. cit., ». W7,
hﬁ. G. Simus, Jooder:ft, liew York, 1382, p. 10,

rJ
i, G i ephies Tor Yo, 1002, -,
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mind: Sunnle Jack, Roaring Dick, Fox Sruirrel, The Prailer,
iI-11-Fire Dick, 'Gosrle™ Blonay, ‘hwibscrer, and The Serpent
are sure Lo e remembered for thelr heroism or their wicked-

ness, and 2ll the more so because of the titles they besr.

IX, Critical Judsnent of Sirms

It is rersretable that Sirms should have been so concerned

with "belonming” to Chorleston society. He rmisrt have avoided

-

Brnest Ilellicharme and others of that ilk if he had been a

1ittle less inpressionable or 2 1little more wise. It would

have been easier for him iIn his last years had he never be-
come disillusioned, never seen Charleston in tre proner licht.
Fis father's words ceme homne:

"Thirty-odd years have vassed, and I can now
rournfully say that the old man was right., 4All
that I have (3done) has been poured to waste in
Crarleston, which has never smiled on any of my
labors, which has steadily irmored ny claims,
whieh has disvarcced me to the last, has been the

28t nlace to give me 1ts adhesion, to which I
owe no favor, having never received an office, or
a coroliment, or a dollar at her hands; and with
the excention of some dozens of her citizens, who
have been kind to me, and some scores of her young
men, who have honored me with a loving symnathy
and -something like reverence; which has always
treated me rather as a public eneriv, to be sneered
at, than as a dutiful son doing her honor. 4nd
I, too, lnow it as a vlace of tombs. I have buried
six dear children within its soill Great God! _‘hat
is the sort of slavery which brings me hither.’

L:, p, Trenb, #111fsm Gilmore Simms, Boston, 1892, p. 239.
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iis epitanh, which he cormosed himself, reflects his disap-

pointment:

"Here lies one vho, after a reasonably lonc life,
distinmuished chiefly by increasin~ labors, hos left
all his better wowrs undonc."”

I'ad Simms snent less time wondering to the vetty tasks of
Charleston society, and in exira-literary matters, he mirht
never have written such an enitanh., As it 1is, re adjudred

a

himself succinetly and accurately., Said llevne:

Mo

Sirms's cenius never had fair »lay! Circumstances
harmered him. bus the rian was rreater than his woris."

T\ rezlly rreat author...Sirms emchatically was not,
and there is no use in naintaining so fulsome a oﬂooeei-
tion. But his talents were spléndid..."

Said roc
"...He has nore vicor, more imagination, rore movement,
and rnore reneral CFDacity than all our novelists (szve
Cooner) corbined.'it
This essay has been concerned with the best of his wri-
tin-s, the novels of the iimerican Revolution. There is enoush:
e
rood in then to show what he mirht have done ha2d he been will-

ine and able to control his imagination, to rrovise and to trim

his »rolix rroductions; and, like another southerner, Zdrar

2Ip1d., =-. 323, 32h.
31p1d., oo. 371, 222,

hE. A, Yoe, .orks, Lew York, 1371, vol. III, p. 510,
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4Allen Poe, to leave the discourzcing section to which he de-
voted hiriseclf and froe himself from the volitical and other

encrvzting ccncerns which toolr so many of his best years and

thourhts,
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