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ABSTRACT
THE ECCLESIASTICAL POLITY OF FRANCIS BACON

BY LAWRENCE He RICE

IN ITS LARGEST SENSE THIS STUDY 1S DESIGNED TO CONTRIBUTE
TO A FULLER UNDERSTANDING OF THE RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY OF
FRANC1S BACON AND TO A CLEARER DEFINITION OF THE IDEOLOGY
WHICH LAY BEHIND HIS EVALUATION OF RELIGIOUS MATTERS IN HIS
APOLOGIES FOR LEARNINGe SPECIFICALLY THE WORK CONTAINS A
COMPREHENSIVE REVIEN OF THE BODY OF BACON'S REFLECTIONS ON
CHURCH AND STATEs

CHAPTER | 1S CONCERNED WITH THE VEXING PROBLEM OF
FORMULATING A DEFINITION OF BACON!S FAITH, WITH A SURVEY
OF HIS COMMENTS ON DIVINITY, AND WITH A DESCRIPTION AND
CLASS IFICATION OF HIS RELIGIO=POLITICAL OBSERVATIONSe [N
CHAPTER |1 | HAVE DISCUSSED BACON'S IDEA OF THE STATE AGAINST

THE BACK GROUND==IN PARTICULAR==0OF RICHARD HOOKER'S LAWS OF

EccLES §AST ICAL POLITYe CHAPTER ||| CONTAINS A DETAILED ANALY=

SIS OF BACON'S LENGTHIEST TRACT ON RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSIES,

A TRACT WH ICH WAS HIS FIRST ATTEMPT TO ARBITRATE THE DEBATE

BETWEEN THE PURITANS AND THE HIGH CHURCHMENe. CHAPTER |V 1Is

BUILT AROUND A WORK WHICH 1S BACON!'S FULLEST TREATMENT OF

THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. ADDITIONALLY,

| HAVE |NCLUOED IN THIS CHAPTER THE BODY OF BACON!S OTHER
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T AWRENCE He. RICE

OBSERVATIONS ON PURITANISM AND THE CHURCH WRITTEN DURING THE

]
REIGN OF JAMES . IT IS IN THIS CHAPTER THAT | HAVE REVIEWED
THE MAJOR SCHOLARSHIP ON BACON'YS ECCLESIASTICAL POLITY. IN
CHAPTERS V AND VI | HAVE REVIEWED ALL OF BACON'!'S IMPORTANT

REFLECTIONS ON CATHOLICISMe. THESE OBSERVATIONS RANGE ALL
THE WAY FROM AN ADVERTIZEMENT OF ENGLISH PROTESTANT PROS-
PERITY TO LEGALISTIC COMMENTS ON JESUIT STATECRAFTe CHAP-
TER VI| 1S A DISCUSSION OF BACON!S IDEA OF RELIGIOUS VARS;
AND IN CHAPTER VIIl, THE CONCLUSION, | HAVE REVIEWED THE

REL I GIO=POLITICAL STRUCTURE OF THE NEW ATLANTIS.

| HAVE CHARACTERIZED BACON AS A POLITICAL SCIENTISY
RATHER THAN A PHILOSOPHER OF POLITICS AND HAVE ATTEMPTED TO
DEMONSTRATE THAT HIS GENERAL APPROVAL OF THE ANGLICAN THEORY
OF CHURCH AND STATE (AS ADVANCED BY WHITGIFT AND HOOKER)
ARI1SES FROM A THOROUGH DEDICATION TO THE IDEA OF A STRONG
MONARCHY AND NOT FROM ANY IDENTIFIABLE RELIGIOUS PREJUDICES
IN THE MATTER OF RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSIES=-=EVER A PROBLEM OF
STATE IN HIS ERA=-=-BACON CHARACTERIZES HIMSELF AS AN WINDIF-
FERENT" MAN AND CONSISTENTLY APPEALS TO PURITAN AND ANGLICAN
ALIKE TO RELY UPON TEMPERANCE AND REASON TO SOLVE THEIR DIF=
FERENCESe | HAVE ATTEMPTED TO PROVE, HOWEVER, THAT IN SPITE
OF BACON'!S ANNOUNCED INDIFFERENCE, HIS DEEPEST CONVICTIONS
ON civiL OBEDIENCE CONSISTENTLY LED HIM TO FIND THE ANGLICAN
WAY THE MORE REASONABLE.

[N HIS REFLECTIONS ON CATHOLICISM BACON IS GUIDED BY
PLE THAT THE CONSCIENCE OF AN INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN

THE PR I NC 1}
Is No TO BE FORCED UNLESS HIS CONVICTIONS INVOLVE A THREAT
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TO THE ESTABLISHED STATEe HE GIVES FREQUENT TESTIMONY TO THE
BENEVOLENCE OF HIS SOVEREIGNS IN THEIR TREATMENT OF THE (CATHO=-
LICS AND MAINTAINS==PARTICULARLY IN H1S OBSERVATIONS ON RELI=
GIOUS WARS AND THE OCCUPATION OF CONQUERED TERRITORIES==THAT
THE FORCING OF CONSCIENCE IS NEITHER A HOLY ACT NOR A WISEe
[T WAS BACON!S CONVICTION THAT A CONQUERING NATION SHOULD
FIRST DEMONSTRATE THE MERITS OF ITS TEMPORAL LIFE AND THEN,
IN A TIME "NOT DEFINITE," CONFRONT THE PROBLEM OF RELIGIOUS
CONVERSION,

| HAVE MAINTAINED IN THIS STUDY THAT BACON'S WREASONABLEW
APPROACH TO RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSIES, HIS INDIFFERENCE TO DOC-
TRINAL ISSUES, AND HIS RELUCTANCE TO FORCE CONSCIENCES ARISH
FROM AN APPARENT INSENSITIVITY TO RELIGIOUS ZEAL AND FROM A
DEEP DISTRUST FOR THE RELIGIOUS SENSIBILITYe [N HIS CONCEP=-
TION OF CHURCH AND STATE THE CHURCH IS AN ELUSIVE, DELINQUENT
BODY SORELY IN NEED OF GUIDANCE AND COUNSEL BY THE ClivVIL
GOVERNMENTe [T HAS NO DYNAMIC OF ITS OWN, NO INHERENT QUALI~-
TIES CAPABLE OF BEING CALLED UPON TO PURIFY ITS FORM AND
CONTAIN ITS UNCIVIL PASSIONSe CHURCHMEN THEMSELVES ARE
EITHER TOO RIGIDLY CONSERVATIVE OR TOO FANATICALLY REVOLU=-
TIONARY TO SOLVE THEIR OWN PROBLEMSe THE PEOPLE, THE WBEAST
WITH MANY HEADS," ARE ADRIFT SOMEWHERE IN THE LIMBO BETWEEN
INFLEXI1BLE FUNDAMENTALISM AND HYPNOTIC REVIVALISM. VAST cuL-
TURAL WASTE 1S THE PRODUCT OF CENTURIES OF RELIGIOUS CONTRO-
VERSIESs AND THERE 1S IMPLIED EVERYWHERE IN THESE OBSERVA-
TloNs THE DEVOUT HOPE THAT ONE DAY A RACE OF INDIFFERENT MEN

wiLL GUIDE MANKIND TO A BETTER, A MORE ECONOMICAL, WAY OF LIFE.
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LAWRENCE He RICE

IN THE NEW ATLANTIS WE MAY OBSERVE THAT CHRISTIANITY COMES

TO A PEOPLE==ALMOST AS A WINDFALL==AFTER THEY HAVE FORMULATED
THE RULES FOR A MEANINGFUL AND NOBLE EXISTENCE; AND WE MAY
OBSERVE THAT THE TRUE MEDIATORS BETWEEN THE EARTHLY AND

HEAVENLY KINGDOMS ARE NOT ZEALOUS MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL,

BUT LEARNED SCIENTISTS OF THE COLLEGE OF SiIX DAYS! . ORKe
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CHAPTER |
| NTRODUCT I ON

THE CONTINUED INTEREST IN THE RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHIES
OF THE WNEW SOIENTISTS" OF THE SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH
CENTURIES IS LARGELY A RESULT OF THE FACT THAT SCIENCE, 1IN
SPITE OF THE ASSURANCES OF MANY OF THESE MEN, DID NOT TURN
OUT TO BE A HELPFUL HANDMAID TO DIVINITY; ON THE CONTRARY,
THE METHODS AND CONCLUSIONS OF SCIENCE ULTIMATELY OFFERED
A CHALLENGE TO FAITH WHICH ONLY A PERSON VERY LITTLE AC~
QUAINTED WITH THE HISTORY OF WESTERN THOUGHT WOULD VENTURE
TO SAY THEOLOGIANS MANAGED TO MEET WITH ANY DEGREE OF SUC=
CESSe LEARNING TO MEASURE THE HEAVENS, LEARNING TO COUNT
AND WEIGH THE ELEMENTS, LEARNING HOW FAST THINGS WOULD 6O
AND HOW LONG THEY WOULD LAST, LEARNING WHERE THINGS HAD
COME FROM AND LEARNING TO PREDICT WHERE THEY WOULD PROBA~
BLY GO~=ALL OF THESE DISCOVERIES DID NOT LEAD MEN BACK TO
GODe ALTHOUGH HENRY ADAMS WAS PERHAPS TOO ENCHANTED WITH
HIS OWN DYNAMO, AND ALTHOUGH HIS VISION MIGHT HAVE BEEN
SOMEWHAT BLURRED BY THE STEAM HE GENERATED IN HIS OWN MIND,
HE WAS BASICALLY CORRECT IN HIS8 EVALUATION OF THE CONTRIBU=
TION OF SCIENCE TO THE MODERN WORLDe [N CENTURIES OF PROB=~
ING INTO GOD'S VISIBLE UNIVERSE SCIENTISTS HAD NOT MAN AGED

TO DISCOVER THE ALPHABET OF NATURE; QUITE TO THE CONTRARY,
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THEY HAD DISCOVERED THAT NATURE DID NOT SEEM TO HAVE AN
ALPHABET, OR THAT PERHAPS IT HAD MANY ALPHABETS WRITTEN (N
MANY CACOPHONOUS TONGUESe THE DREAM OF UNITY, WHICH HAD
GIVEN SO MANY CHRISTIANS SO MUCH COMFORT, HAD BECOME THE
NIGHTMARE OF MULTIPLICITY, THE CAUSE OF MOST OF OUR WOES.

| THINK IT 18 CORRECT TO SAY THAT MODERN MEN WHO ARE
NOT CONVINCED THAT SCIENCE HAS BEEN AN UNMITIGATED BOON TO
MANKIND LOOK BACK ON THE NEW PHILOSOPHY OF THE SIXTEENTH
AND SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES WITH A MOOD COMPOUNDED OF NOSTAL=
GIA, WONDER, AND SKEPTICISMe PROFESSOR TILLICH, WHO HAS
BEEN CONDUCTING A HEROIC EFFORT TO BRING CHRISTIAN ORDER
OUT OF CONTEMPORARY CHAOS, SPEAKS OF KEPLER, GALILEO, AND
NEWTON IN TERMS WHICH ARE ALMOST MELANCHOLYes THESE WERE
MEN, HE SAYS, WHO WERE LOOKING FOR THE LAWS OF NATURE SO
THAT THEY MIGHT DISCOVER THE GLORIOUS RATIONALITY OF THE
CREATOR HIMSELFe THEIR EFFORTS TO REHABILITATE AND ORDER
NATURE WERE IN A VERY REAL SENSE ACTS OF FAITHe [T WAS NOT
UNTIL MEN LOST THIS ATTITUDE TOWARD INVESTIGATION, SAYS

TILLICH, THAT SCIENGE BECAME A REAL THREAT TO FAITHe'

IN
H18 CAREFUL ANALYSIS OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCIENCE

AND RELIGION IN ELIZABETHAN ENGLANDZ PROFESSOR KOCHER HAS
1+« THE RELIGIOUS SITUATION (NEW YORK, HENRY HOLT & COe,

1952); TRANSLATED BY RICHARD NIEBUHRe MY REFERENCE 18
TO THE MERIDIAN EDITION, FIFTH ED., 1960, PP. j8=49.

2e SCIENCE AND RELIGION IN ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND (SAN MARINO,
chIF., HUNT INGTON L 1B, 1953). KOCHER!S STUDY GOES TO
1610,
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DEVELOPED THE THESIS THAT SCIENCE AND OTHER FORMS OF LEARN=
ING HAD MANY MORE SYMPATHIZERS AND PATRONS==AMONG ALL
CLASSES OF THE LEARNED==IN THE SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH
CENTURIES THAN WE MIGHT EXPECT CONSIDERING THE DISTINCTLY
OTHER=WORLDLY TEMPER OF THE TIMESe CATHOLICISM, HE SAYS,
COMPETED VIGOROUSLY FOR THE TITLE OF THE CHAMPION OF LEARN=
ING AND CONSTANTLY CHARGED THE PROTESTANTS WITH ANTI~INTEL~
LecTUALxsu;3 AMONG PROTESTANTS THEMSELVES LEARNING WAS BY
NO MEANS THOUGHT UNWORTHY OF THE KINGDOM OF (GODe ALTHOUGH
LUTHER LARGELY I1GNORED LEARNING AND EXPRESSED THE FEAR THAT
IT MIGHT TEACH bnxos, CALVIN WENT SO FAR AS TO SAY SCIEN=
TIFIC KNOWLEDGE COULD HELP MEN TOWARD A BETTER UNDERSTAND~
ING OF Goo.h THOUGH IN CALVIN'S MIND MAN HAD EXPERIENCED
TOTAL MORAL DEPRAVITY, THE PRACTICAL INTELLECT, THE GAPAC~-
ITY TO WORK WITH THE MATERIALS OF THE VISIBLE UNIVERSE, HAD
EXPERIENCED ONLY A M"PARTIAL OORRUPTION."5 MOST ANGLICANS,
SAYS KOGHER, WELCOMED THE ADVANCEMENT OF LEARNING, THOUGH
THEY OF COURSE RESERVED THE RIGHT TO WARN AGAINST THE TRAPS
OF CARNAL PRIDEe THEIR POSITION, AS PRESENTED IN THE OFFI~
CIAL HOMILIES OF 1569, WAS A FRANK ABMISSION OF THE WORTH
OF MOTHER SCIENCES," THOUBH SCRIPTURAL STUDY WAS ®THE CHIEF,

nb

AND [;ASSED AL OTHER [INCOMPARABLY, AMONE THE PURITANS,

3¢ |BIDey Pe He 5¢ 1BiIDe, P. 10,

e tetD., PP. 8=9. e 1B1De, PP. 13=tlie
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KOCHER CONTINUES, A FULL RANGE OF ATTITUDES CAN BE FOUND,
BUT THE INVOLVEMENT OF MEMBERS OF THIS CLASS (PARTICULARLY
THE MERCHANTS) IN THE ACTUAL FRUITS OF DI SCOVERY COMMITTED
MOST TO THE NEW SCIENCEe KOCHER!S GENERAL CONCLUSION IS
THAT THE REALLY OUTSPOKEN CONDEMNATIONS OF INVESTIGATION
FOUND IN ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND, THOSE WHICH ASSERTED THAT
MAN COULD HAVE HI8 WORLD EITHER WITH OR WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE==
BUT NOT WITH BOTH==BELONGED TO THE GENRE OF MSENSATIONAL
LITERATURE S [ TO BE SURE, THE SCIENTISTS OF BACON'S ERA
HAD CALLED CERTAIN CHERISHED CONVICTIONS OF THE COSMOS IN
DOUBTe BUT DOUBT WAS NOTHING NEW TO CHRISTIANITY, AND PER=
HAPS IT 18 REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT THE GENERAL RAPPORT
BETWEEN SCIENCE AND RELIGION FOUND BY PROFESSOR KOCHER WAS
A RESULT OF NOTHING MORE GCOMPLICATED THAN THE FACT THAT
SCIENTISTS, AIDED BY A MOST LIMITED STOCK OF RELIABLE IN-
STRUMENTS, COULD STILL BE CALLED LUNATICS WHEN THEY REACHED
CONCLUSIONS WHICH CLASHED WITH ACCEPTED THEORIES OF THE
PHYSICAL UNIVERSEe

BUT IF DOUBT WAS NOT NEW TO CHRISTIANITY, NEITHER WAS
THIS=WORLDLINESS AND THE VANITY OF HUMAN W{SDOMe THE SCl=
ENTISTS HAD THE MANY ADMONITIONS OF STe PAUL TO WARN THEM
THAT GOD WOULD DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE; THEY HAD
LEARNED FROM PAUL THAT "THE WISDOM OF TH IS WORLD I8 FOOLISH=

NESS WITH GODe FOR IT IS WRITTEN, HE TAKETH THE WISE 1IN

Teo ‘BlDo; Pe 2,4.0
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THEIR OWN caartnuess.ﬂe ADD ITIONALLY, SATAN, WHO IN BACON!S
ERA WAS MUCH MORE THAN A RED=TAILED BOGEY MAN, STILL HAD

HIS HANDS IN MANY OF THE EARTHLY AFFAIRS OF MENe [N MANY
MINDS A STUDY OF THE VISIBLE UNIVERSE WOULD LEAD ONE TO THE
INGLORIOUS THRONE OF THE ANTI=CHRIST HIMSELFe? WHAT THIS
WELTER OF ATTITUDES MEANT WAS THAT THE SCIENTIST WAS REA-
SONABLY FREE TO GO ABOUT HIS BUSINESS BUT THAT HE CONSTANTLY
FOUND THE NEED TO APOLOGIZE FOR WHAT HE WAS DOINGe KOGCHER
SAYS THAT THIS I8 WHY HUNDREDS OF SCIENTIFIC PAPERS WERE
PREFACED WITH ELABORATE APOLOGIES WHICH ASSERTED EMPHATI~-
CALLY THAT THE ONLY REAL END OF MAN WAS TO FIND MEANS TO

SAVE HIS SOULO‘O

BUT, HE SAYS, IT WAS THE GREAT CONSPIRACY
OF SILENCE WHICH TRULY CHARACTERIZED THE NEW PHILOSOPHERS!?

ATTITUDE TOWARD SCIENCE AND RELIGIONe WHEN THESE MEN COULD
FIND SCRIPTURAL WARRANT FOR THEIR METHODS, THEY USED SCRIP=

TURE; WHEN THEY COULD NOT, THEY SIMPLY DID NOT SAY ANYTHING.

[T 18 THIS SILENCE WHICH WE WONDER ABOUT, FOR THE APOLO-

GIES ARE FREQUENTLY TOO FACILE TO BE CONVINCINGe THE SILENCE

8. 1 CORe |2|9o.

9« BASIL WILLEY, THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY BACKGROUND (NEW
YORK, DOUBLEDAY, 1955), PPe 30=0. PUBLISHED FIRST IN

1930,

10. SCIENCE AND RELIGION, PP. 2li=25.

1t1e [BIDe
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LEADS U8 TO WONDER IF THE ELIZABETHAN SCIENTISTS WERE REALLY
LOOKING FOR GOD 1IN NATURE, OR AT LEAST IF THEY WERE LOOKING
FOR GOD ALL OF THE TIME. I[N OTHER WORDS WE WONDER IF THE
SCIENTIF IC TEMP;R HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN FUNDAMENTALLY WHAT IT
18 NOW AND IF THE KINGDOM OF MAN HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN IN-
TENDED FOR MEN,

THESE ARE THE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS WHICH MAKE A STUDY
OF BACON'!S RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY WORTHWHILEes ALTHOUGH BACON
HAS BEEN STRIPPED OF SOME OF THE TITLES HE ONCE POSSESSED,l2
SUGH AS WTHE FATHER QF INDUCTIVE REASONING,"™ TITLES WHICH NO
MAN COULD JUSTLY OLAIM, THERE 1S NO DOUBT THAT IT WAS HE WHO
TRULY GAVE SCIENCE ITS ADVERTIZEMENT IN THE SEVENTEENTH CEN=
TURY, HE WHO WROTE THE CENTURY'!S APOLOGY FOR LEARNING. T
WAS CERTAINLY A PlOUS APOLOGY, FRAUGHT WITH CHRISTIAN CHAR~

ITY, HUMILITY, AND 600D WilLLoe IN THE ELABORATE PREFATORY

MACHINERY TO THE GREAT [NSTAURATION BACON FILLED HIS PAGES
WITH PRAYERFUL HUMILITY, AND IMPLORED EACH MEMBER OF THE
TRINITY TO AID HIM IN HIS LABOR TO GUIDE MEN FROM THE STILL
AND DARK NIGHT INTO THE BRIGHT LIGHT OF DAYe HE HAD NO WISH
TO MAKE MAN INTO SOMETHIQB SUPERIOR TO THE FORM (GOD HAD DIC=
TATED, ONLY THE DEVOUT WISH TO SEE THAT FORM REALIZEDe MAN
HAD FALLEN, THERE WAS NO DOUBT OF THAT, BUT HE HMAD GONE ON

FALLING AND BACON WANTED TO CHECK H1S PLUMMETING DECL INEe

12¢ CFe Ce De BROAD, THE PHILOSOPHY OF FRANC1IS BACON (CAM=
BRIDGE UNIVe PRESS, 1920
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MAN HAD A CLUTTERED MIND, AND BACON WANTED TO SWEEP IT CLEAN
AND PLACE UPON IT THE TRUE IMPRINT OF GOD'S CREATIONe BUT
HE WOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO DISCOVER THE MYSTERIES OF (GOD, FOR
THAT WAS A LABOR OF DIVINITY, WITH WHOSE INSCRUTABLE TRUTHS
HE HAD NO INCLINATION TO MEDDLEe [N 1605, WHEN HE PUBLISHED

THE FIRST BOOK OF THE ADVANCEMENT EE.LEARNING, HIS INAUGURAL

ADORESS TO HIS PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS AND HIS MOST EXTENSIVE
TREATMENT OF THE PROBLEMS OF BEING LOWLY WISE, HE MADE HIS
POSITION ON THE LIMITATIONS OF LEARNING VERY CLEAR?

FOR THESE LIMITATIONS ARE THREEe THE FIRST,
THAT WE DO NOT SO PLACE OUR FELICITY IN KNOW=
LEDGE, AS WE FORGET OUR MORTALITYe THE SEC=
OND, THAT WE MAKE APPL ICATION OF OUR KNOW=
LEDGE TO GIVE OURSELVES REPOSE AND CONTENT=
MENT, AND NOT DISTASTE OR REPINING. THE
THIRD, THAT WE DO NOT PRESUME BY THE CON-=
TEMPLATION OF NATURE TO ATTAIN TO THE
MYSTERIES OF (GODe'’

HE KXNEW ENOUGH ABOUT ”EN TO ADMIT THAT A LITTLE LEARNING
WAS A DANGEROUS THING, SOMETHING TO WINCLINE A MAN TO
ATHEISM,™ BUT HE MAINTAINED THAT HE HAD SUPREME CONFIDENCE
MORE LEARNING WOULD BRING THEM AROUND TO FAlTHolh

HAD BACON CONFINED HIMSELF TO HIS PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS
AND HAD HE LIVED A LIFE OF SCHOLARLY SECLUSION, ANYONE DE=~-

SIRING TO PROVE THAT HE WAS NOT A RELIGIOUS MAN WOULD HAVE

3¢ MY REFERENCES ARE TO BACON!'S WORKS, EDITED BY JAMES

SPEDDING, Re Lo ELLIS, AND De Do HEATH (LONDON, LONG=
MANS GREEN & CO., 1857-18T7hL) IE voLS. REFERRED TO
MEREAFTER AS WORKS. WORKS, l1l, 266.

the 1B1D., Pe 267,
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AN EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT THESIS TO ESTABLISHe HE COULD SAY
THAT Bacon WAS SHAMEFULLY ATTRACTED TO THE PHYSICAL UNI~
VERSE, HE COULD SAY THAT HE HAD TAUGHT MEN THE HABIT OF
DOUBT, AND HE COULD SAY THAT HIS DIVISION OF LEARNING INTO
HUMAN AND DIVINE CLOAKED A REAL RELIGIOUS SKEPTICISM; BUT
HE COULD NOT SUPPORT HIS PREMISES WITH ANYTHING MORE SuB=-
STANTIAL THAN HIS OWN INTUITION. PERHAPS HE COULD GAIN
SOME SUPPORT FOR HIS CONCLUSION THAT BACON HAD MADE DOUBT
FASHIONABLE, BUT HE COULD NOT SAY THAT BACON HAD FAILED TO
ADYERTIZE THE DANGERS OF DOUBTING THE WRONG THINGSe THE
PROBLEM 1S, HOWEVER, THAT BACON WAS ALSO A STATESMAN, A
LAWYER, A GOOD AND A BAD FRIEND, A LOVER OF FINE THINGS==
INCLUDING ILL=GOTTEN GAINS~=AND A COMPOSER OF ESSAYS CIVIL
AND MORAL WHOSE ADVICE BLAKE, THRASHING ABOUT IN HIS SOMBER
AND SYMBOLIC WORLD, THOUGHT WELL SUITED FOR SATAN'S KINGDOM
AND WHOSE ADVICE NO MAN CAN FIND PARTICULARLY MORALe |[F
THIS WERE NOT ENOUGH, LORD MAcAULAv,'5 EVER ON THE PROWL
FOR EVIL, INFORMED THE NINETEENTH CENTURY IN THE MOST FAMOUS
ESSAY WRITTEN ON BACON THAT SIR FRANCIS, THOUGH A MIGHTY IN-
TELLECT, HAD PREOIOU; LITTLE MERIT AS A MANe [T WAS JusT
NOT HONORABLE, SAID MACAULAY, FOR A MAN TO HELP CONVICT AN
15¢ MLORD BAGON,™ AN ESSAY CONTRIBUTED TO THE EDINBURGH

REVIEW, 1837¢ | HAVE USED THE TEXT IN MACAULAY'S
LITERARY ESSAYS (OXFORD UNIVe PRESS, 1923)
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OLD FRIEND OF TREASON, AND IT WAS CERTAINLY NOT HONORABLE
FOR A MAN TO TAKE MONEY FROM LITTLE OLD LADIES WHO HAD SUITS
PENDING IN COURTs LYTTON STRAOHEY,'6WRITING NEARLY A HUN=
DRED YEARS LATER, STIRRED BY THE HINT THAT BACON HAD PlERC=
ING AND OHILLING EYES, DECIDED TO CONVERT THE GREAT ADVO=-
CATE OF LEARNING INTO THE LAST OF THE WALKING SERPENTSe SO
BACON'S CHARACTER HAS NOT GONE UNBLEMISHED

THE UTILITARIANISM OF THE ESSAYS, FREQUENT BOWS TO
MACHIAVELL1, A GENERAL DEVOTION TO THIS LIFE, AN INABILITY
TO RESIST WEALTH AND POSITION-=ALL OF THESE FACTORS, AND
MANY MORE, LEAD US TO ASK IF BACON'S TRIBUTES TO FAITH
WERE NOT IN A SIGNIFICANT DEGREE INSINCERE, IF THEY WERE
NOT SIMPLY DESIGNED TO PACIFY THEOLOGIANS AND OTHERS WHO
M1 GHT OBSTRUCT THE ADVANCEMENT OF LEARNINGe | AM NOT PRE=
PARED TO SAY HOW FAR ONE'!S CHARACTER NEED BE INVOLVED IN
HIS RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY, BUT CERTAINLY IN BACON!'S ERA HOW
A MAN MANAGED TO LIVE HIS LIFE WAS THOUGHT FUNDAMENTAL TO
H18 CONCEPTION OF GODe PERHAPS THE PROBLEM OF BACON!S
SINCER ITY~=WHAT HE REALLY BELIEVED=-=BELONGS PROPERLY TO
THE DISCIPLINE OF BIOGRAPHY, BUT THE TRUE MOT IVES BEHIND
HIS APOLOGY FOR LEARNING CAN NEVER BE SEPARATED FROM HIS
ACTUAL ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD AND FROM HIS OWN DUTY TO THE

CHURGCH

16 ELIZABETH AND ESSEXx (NEW YORK, HARCOURT, BRACE, & COa,

——

1928)0
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THE BASIC OBJECT OF THIS STUDY, THOUGH THERE ARE OTHER
IMPORTANT OBJECTS TOO, IS TO BRING US NEARER TO AN UNDER=
STANDING OF BACON!S RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY IN ORDER THAT WE
MIGHT MOVE A STEP OLOSER TO THE MOTIVES WHICH LED BACON TO
GIVE SACRED DIVINITY A UNIQUE IMMUNITY TO HIS PLAN FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF LEARNING AND THE ALPHABETIZI NG OF NATUREe
AT FIRST GLANCE IT MIGHT APPEAR THAT A STUDY OF THE REL I~
GlO'POLlTlCAL PHILOSOPHY 1S AN AWKWARD APPROACH TO THIS
PROBLEM. IT 1S EVEN AN AWKWARD APPROACH AT A SECOND GLANCE,
BUT IT IS ACTUALLY THE ONLY AVENUE OPENe MACAULAY GOES DI~
RECTLY TO THE PROBLEM OF STUDYING BACON'S THEOLOGY WHEN HE
SAYS?

WHAT HE WAS AS A NATURAL PHILOSOPHER AND A
MORAL PHILOSOPHER, THAT HE WAS ALSO AS A THEOLO=
GIAN. HE WAS, WE ARE CONVINCED, A SINCERE BE=-
LIEVER IN THE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF THE CHRISTIAN
RELIGIONe NOTHING CAN BE FOUND IN HIS WRITINGS,
OR IN ANY OTHER WRITINGS, MORE ELOQUENT AND PA=~
THETIC THAN SOME PASSAGES WHICH WERE APPARENTLY
WRITTEN UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF STRONE DEVOTIONAL
FEELINGe HE LOVED TO DWELL ON THE POWER OF THE
CHRISTIAN RELIGION TO EFFECT MUCH THAT THE AN-
CIENT PHILOSOPHERS COULD ONLY PROMISE. HE LOVED
TO OONSIDER THAT RELIGION AS THE BOND OF CHARITY,
THE CURB OF EVIL PASSIONS, THE CONSOLATION OF THE
WRETCHED, THE SUPPORT OF THE TIMID, THE HOPE OF
THE DYINGe BUT CONTROVERSIES ON SPECULATIVE
POINTS OF THEOLOGY SEEM TO HAVE ENGAGED SCARCELY
ANY PORTION OF HIS ATTENTIONe. o« ¢« ¢ HE LIVED IN
AN AGE IN WHICH DISPUTES ON THE MOST SUBTLE POINTS
OF DIVINITY EXCITED AN INTENSE INTEREST THROUGHOUT
EUROPEy AND NOWHERE MORE THAN IN ENGLANDes HE WAS
PLACED IN THE VERY THICK OF THE CONFLICTe HE WAS
IN POWER AT THE TIME OF THE SYNOD OF DORT, AND
MUST FOR MONTHS HAVE BEEN DAILY DEAFENED WITH TALK
ABOUT ELECTION, REPROBATION, AND FINAL PERSEVERENCEs.
YET WE DO NOT REMEMBER A LINE IN HIS WORKS FROM
WHICH IT CAN BE INFERRED THAT HE WAS EITHER A



- -

-1

-

—i

CAVINIST CF
S2NCING WIT
MY AND A CI
ML, LK
THEACKLM, P!
rJL’ HALF 8
THE SUM CF |
T8 THOSE Wk
wildY HAD FORG2
HCHITTEN AN EX-
M FAR AS BCoTR
RVIFSAcents w-
Fitagy FlEces,
t?eE\ERA;IZED CR
L. THE Qhy s
H\ﬂfvlilib Con
~-\ZEI‘IED OoF Hlvgy
e
Avolp THEC‘
I‘L~
~pL
Y THE RO
SACoNt
ONt g Wopy
e
e CAS
T ARg oF
-555, THE AP
OLOG
"Ly
RELIGIO

:{\:{ 3
! TC.)’ ANg

sy
THLCULAT vg
EleANs
’



CALVINIST OR AN ARMINIANe WHILE THE WORLD WAS RE=
SOUNDING WITH THE NOISE OF A DISPUTATIOUS PHILOSO=-
PHY AND A DISPUTATIOUS THEOLOGY, THE BACONIAN
SCHOOL, LIKE ALWORTHY SEATED BETWEEN SQUARE AND
THWACKUM, PRESERVED A CALM NEUTRALITY, HALF SCORN=
FUL, HALF BENEVOLENT, AND CONTENT WITH ADDING TO
THE SUM OF PRACTICAL GOOD, LEFT THE WAR OF WORDS
TO THOSE WHO LIKED ITe!"
MACAULAY HAD FORGOTTEN A COMMENT ON ARMINIANISM,'BBUT HE
HAD WRITTEN AN EXCELLENT BRIEF OF BACON'S THEOLOGY ANYWAY.
IN SO FAR AS DOCTRINE 1S CONCERNED, ONE COULD READ THE
BODY OF BACON!S WORKS, CERTAINLY THE PHILOSOPHICAL AND
LITERARY PIECES, AND KNOW ONLY THAT BACON WAS SOME KIND
OF GENERALIZED OR NEUTRALIZED CHRISTIAN APPARENTLY SATIS=
FIED WITH THE CHURCH OF ENGLANDe AS WE SHALL SEE LATER,
WHEN HE VIEWED CONTEMPORARY DOCTRINAL CONTROVERSIES, HE
CONCEIVED OF HIMSELF AS AN W INDIFFERENT™ MAN, ONE WHO WOULD
RATHER AVOID THEOLOGICAL SQUABBLES IF POSSIBLE BUT ONE WHO
WOULD PLAY THE ROLE OF A MODERATOR IF THE NEED AROSEe
BACONt'S WORKS WHICH CAN BE CONSIDERED TO HAVE A RELIJ=
GIOUS CAST ARE OF FOUR GENERAL TYPESS THE RELIGIOUS EXER=~
CISES, THE APOLOGIES FOR LEARNING, DISCUSSIONS OF SUBJECTS

DECIDEDLY RELIGIOUS IN CHARACTER (FATE, THE FALL, PROVi=

DENCE, ETO.), AND THE RELI1GI10=POLITICAL OBSERVATIONSe THE

17« W“LORD BACON," PP. 389=90.

18. IN THE ESSAY "QOF VICISSITUDE® BACON SAYS, MFOR AS FOR
SPECULATIVE HERESIES, (SUCH AS WERE IN ANCI1ENT TIMES
THE ARIANS, AND NOW THE ARMINIANS: ¢ o« o") o
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REL1GIOUS EXERCISES'JINCLUDE A CONFESSION OF FAITH, TWELVE
RELIGIOUS MEDITATIONS, FOUR PRAYERS, AND THE TRANSLATION
OF SEVEN PSALMS INTO ENGLISH VERSEe THERE IS NOTHING ABOUT
ANY OF THESE EXERCISES WHICH SHEDS ANY PARTICULAR LIGHT ON
BACON!'S FAITHe PROBABLY THE MOST IMPORTANT THING ABOUT
THEM 1S THAT THEY WERE WRITTEN AT ALLe THE WCONFESSION"
(E1GHT PAGES) 1S BASICALLY AN EXPANSION OF A FEW SECTIONS
OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, NOTABLY THE APOSTLES! CREED,
THE ATHANASIAN CREED, AND THE CATHECHISMe THE WHEDITATIONSY
(puBLISHED IN 1597) WERE PROBABLY WRITTEN TO THICKEN THE
FIRST EDITION OF THE ESSAYS, WITH WHICH THEY WERE PUBLISHED.
THERE IS NOTHING ESPECIALLY DISTINCTIVE ABOUT THESE WORKS;
DOCTRINALLY, THEY ARE INNOCUOUS, AND MOST OF THEM WERE
LATER EXPANDED IN OTHER WORKS: FOR EXAMPLE, "OF ATHEISM"
WAS ORIGINALLY ONE OF THE "MEDITATIONS " (OF THE FOUR
PRAYERS, ONLY THE ONE WRITTEN DIRECTLY AFTER BACON!S
FALL (162l) IS OF ANY GENUINE INTERESTe [T IS A TOUCH=
ING APPEAL TO GOD TO COMFORT A MAN WHO HAS LOST ALMOST
EVERYTHING HE HOLDS DEAR, AND ITS MELANCHOLY TONE KEY*=
NOTES MUCH OF BACON!'S CORRESPONDENCE WRITTEN AFTER HIS
FALLe
19 THE RELIGIOUS EXERCISES ARE IN WORKS, VIl, 215 FFe,
ALONG WITH SPEDDING!S DISCUSSIONe THE "RELIGIOUS
PARADOXES™ LISTED AMONG THE EXERCISES WERE NOT,

SPEDDING LEARNED, WRITTEN BY BACONe SEE WORKS,
X111, 128 FFe FOR HIS EXPLANATION.
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IT 1S NOT KNOWN WHAT MOTIVATED BACON TO TRANSLATE
(FROM LATIN) A FEW OF THE PSALMS, BUT SPEDDING!S CONJEC-
TURE THAT HE NEEDED THE MONEY IS NO DOUBT THE MOST SENSI=
BLE SUGGESTIONe THESE TRANSLATIONS WERE FIRST PUBLISHED
IN 162l AND WERE DEDICATED TO GEORGE HERBERTe THERE WAS
AT ONE TIME A MILD CONTROVERSY OVER THESE TRANSLATIONS
(CONCERN ING WHY BACON MADE THEM) BUT THEY ARE OF INTEREST
ONLY BEOAUSE THEY ENABLE US TO SEE BACON WORKING WITH VERSEe
HERE AND THERE 18 A HAPPY LINE, BUT AS MARY STURT HAS SAI1D,
THESE PIECES ARE USEFUL PRIMARILY AS PROOF THAT BACON DID
NOT WRITE SHAKESPEARE!S PLAYS ¢20

BACON!S APOLOGIES FOR LEARNING CAN BE FOUND THROUGH=
OUT HIS PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS, BUT IT IS IN THE FIRST BooK

OF THE ADVANCEMENT OF LEARNING AND IN THE COMPLEX PREFATORY

MACH INERY TO THE GREAT [NSTAURATION THAT ONE WILL FIND THE

FULLEST TREATMENT. | DO NOT WISH TO MINIMIZE THE VALUE OF
THESE APOLOGIES A8 A KEY TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF BACON'S
DEEPEST_OONVIOTIONS ABOUT FAITH AND LEARNING, BUT AS | S8SAlD
ABOVE, THE MOTIVES BEHIND BACON!S VINDICATION OF THE NEW
PHILOSOPHY OANNQT BE DISCOVERED BY RUBBING ONE APOLOGY
AGAINST ANOTHER. BAOON TOOK GREAT CARE TO MAKE HIS VINDil~
CATIONS INTERNALLY IMPREGNABLE, AND MY OWN OPINION 18 THAT

AN HONEST EVALUATION OF THE SINCERITY OF THESE WORKS=e=|{F

20. FRANCIS BAOCON (LONDON, KEGAN PAUL, 1932), Pe XVe
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THAT 1S WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR==CANNOT PROCEED BEYOND
BAGON!S OAREFUL RETICENCE UNLESS WE APPROACH THEM FROM HIS
OTHER RELEVANT REFLECTIONSe ACTUALLY BACON DOES NOT AT=
TEMPT TO RECONGCILE SCIENCE AND REL IGION; RATHER, HE ASSERTS,
IN A HUNDRED DIFFERENT WAYS THAT THERE IS NO CONFLICT 1IN
THE FIRST PLACEe AND ULTIMATELY WE ARE FORCED TO TAKE HIS
WORD FOR THIS PROPOSITION OR TO WRITE OUR OWN APOLOGIESe
THE THIRD TYPE OF RELIGIOUS WRITINGS INCLUDES ALL OF
THOSE WORKS (PHILOSOPHICAL AND LITERARY) WHICH ARE INEXTRI=
CABLY INVOLVED IN THE MATTERS OF FAITHe NOTABLE AMONG THESE
WORKS ARE BACON!S THEORY OF THE HEAVENS, HIS DISCUSSI ON OF
THE SOUL, OF DEATH, OF GOOD AND EVIL, OF THE HISTORY OF
THEOLOGY (WHAT WORK NEEDS TO BE DONE), OF THE SUFFICIENCY
OF THE SCRIPTURES, OF SUPERSTITION, HERESY, MIRACLES, PRO=
PHECIES, PROVIDENCE, THE FALL, WITCHCRAFT, ASTROLOGY, FOR=
TUNE, MUTABILITY, FECUNDITY, PLENITUDE, ORGINS, AND ATHEISM,
IT 1S IMPOSSIBLE TO CHARACTERIZE THESE WORKS, FOR THEY AP=
PEAR IN MANY DIFFERENT GUISES AND ARE SUSCEPTIBLE TO MANY
KINDS OF SCHOLARLY APPROACHESe BUT ONE WILL FIND==AND THIS
18 PRECISELY WHAT SHOULD BE EXPECTED==THAT BACON OONSIS~
TENTLY AVOIDS ANY DISCUSSION WHICH TENDS TO TRESPASS ON THE
POSTED GROUNDS OF DIVINITYe WHEN HE APPROACHES THIS FOR~
BIDDEN AREA, HE WILL CUSTOMARILY SAY ", , o IF | PROCEED
TO TREAT ZFUOEZ | SHALL STEP OUT OF THE BARK OF HUMAN REA-

SON, AND ENTER THE 8HIP OF THE CHURCH; WHICH 18 ONLY ABLE
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BY DIVINE COMPASS TO RIGHTLY DIRECT lTS»GOURSE."Z' ORD 1=
NARILY, WHEN BACON DISCUSSES THE MYSTERIES OF THEOLOGY, FOR
EXAMPLE WHEN HE TREATS PROPHEGCIES AND MIRACLES, HE 1S AT=
TEMPTING TO SUGGEST MEASURES WHEREBY SUPERSTITION MAY BE
SEPARATED FROM CHRISTIAN TRUTH. THESE MEASURES ARE PURELY
EMPIRIOAL; THAT 1S, BACON!S ADVICE IS THAT MEN SHOULD STUDY
THE FACTS WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED ABOUT THESE PHENOMENAe

LIKE MOST MEN OF HI8 AGE, HE WAS SOMEWHAT OVERWHELMED WITH
THE WONDER AND INCONSISTENCY OF NATURE, AND HE WAS FAR FROM
FREE OF THE CONVICTION THAT THERE WERE EVIL SPIRITS LOOSE
UPON THE EARTHe HE WAS WORKING TOWARD THE REJECTION OF
MUCH OF THE SUPERNATURAL, BUT HE STILL HESITATED TO DENY
THE SUPERNATURAL ALTOGETHERe HIS HESITANCY CAN BE SEEN IN

A SHORT PASSAGE FROM BOOK [| OF THE DE AUGMENTIS SCIENTIARUM?

NEITHER AM | OF OPINION OF THIS HISTORY OF
MARVELS, THAT SUPERST!ITIOUS NARRATIVES OF
S8ORCERIES, WITCHCRAFTS, CHARMS, DREAMS,
DIVINATIONS, AND THE LIKE, WHERE THERE 18 AN
ASSURANCE AND CLEAR EVIDENCE OF THE FACT,
SHOULD BE ALTOGETHER EXCLUDED. FOR 1T 18
NOT KNOWN IN WHAT CASES, AND HOW FAR, EF=-
FECTS ATTRIBUTED TO SUPERSTITICON PARTICPATE
OF NATURAL CAUSESe « o .22

HE WAS ATTEMPTING TO FIND RATIONAL EXPLANATIONS OF MANY AS~-
PECTS OF THE SUPERNATURAL, BUT HE WAS RESERVING MANY OF HIS

OWN OCONCLUSIONS UNTIL THE SCIENTIFIC TABULATION WAS COMPLETE.

21e WORKS, V, 1124

22. WORKS, |V, 296,
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AS WE SHALL NOTICE FROM TIME TO TIME IN THIS STUDY,
BACON cOULD SPEAK OF PROVIDENCE IN TERMS WHICH WOULD SUG=
GEST THAT GOD HAD TAKEN AN APARTMENT IN LONDON AND HAD BEEN
DIRECTING THE AFFAIRS OF ENGLAND PERSONAL LY SINCE THE ACCES=
SION OF ELIZABETHe. MANY TIMES HE RECOGNIZES THE WORKINGS OF
PROVIDENCE, A8 HE DOES FOR EXAMPLE IN HIS “"CONFESSION®"g

THAT NOTWITHSTANDING GOD HATH RESTED AND
CEASED FROM CREATING SINCE THE FIRST SABBATH,
YET NEVERTHELESS HE DOTH ACCOMPLISH AND FULFIL
HIS DIVINE WILL IN ALL THINGS GREAT AND SMALL,
SINGULAR AND GENERAL, AS FULLY AND EXACTLY BY
PROVIDENGE, AS HE COULD BY MIRACLE AND NEW
CREATION, THOUGH HIS WORKING BE NOT IMMED IATE
AND DIRECT, BUT BY COMPASS; NOT VIOLATING NA=
TURE, WHICH IS HIS OWN LAW UPON THE CREATURE.

GOD GAN WORK W IMMEDIATE AND DIRECT® TOO WHEN BACON WISHES
TO DEFEND ENGLAND AGAINST THE SCOURGE OF CATHOLICISM, BUT
|l THINK THAT HI8 REMARKS ON PROVIDENGCE ARE, PRIMARILY, RE=
FLEX ACTIONS8e | FIND PROFESSOR BURY!S RELEVANT COMMENT
THOROUGHLY ACCEPTABLES

e o o WE MUST REMEMBER THAT BY BACON, AS BY
MOST OF HIS ELIZABETHAN CONTEMPORARIES, THE DOC~
TRINE OF AN ACTIVE INTERVENING PROV'DENOE, THE
PROVIDENCE OF AUGUSTINE, WAS TAKEN AS A MATTER
OF COURSE, AND GOVERNED MORE OR LESS THEIR CON~-
CEPTION OF THE HISTORY OF CIVILISATION. Burt, |
THINK, WE MAY SAY THAT BAOON, WHILE HE FORMALLY
AOKgﬁ'LEDGED IT, DID NOT PRESS IT OR EMPHASISE
1Te

23, Womrks, VIl, 221

2&« THE |DEA OF PROGRESS (NEW YORK, MACMILLAN CO., l932)o
MY REFERENCE 1S TO THE DOVER EDITION (NEW YoRrRk, 1955),

Pe 590
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A8 A MATTER OF FACT BACON DID NOT PRESS OR EMPHASIZE
ANY OF THE ABSTRACT ISSUES WHICH HAD OCCUPIED CHRISTIAN IN=
TELLECTUALS FOR CENTURIESe HIS DISCUSS ION OF THE SOUL 1S
PERHAPS HIS MOST FLAGRANT VIOLATION OF THE CHASTITY OF
DIVINITY, BUT A MAJOR THESIS OF THIS SHORT ESSAY IS THAT
THE RATIONAL SouL (THE BREATH OF LIFE) 18 A UNIQUE GIFT
GIVEN MAN ALONE AND THAT ITS MYSTERIES CANNOT BE FATHOMED
BY MORTALSeZ? BACON!'S REACTIONARY VIEW OF THE HEAVENS==
Hi8 REJECTION OF COPERNICANISM AND HIS VERY INTERESTING
RECOIL UPON THE GEOCENTRIC UNIVERSEgéls IN NO WAY A PRO~-
DUCT OF THEOLOGICAL PRECONCEPTIONS. BACON SIMPLY THOUGHT
COPERNICUS HAD MADE A GROSS ERROR IN CALCULATION. HIS OWN
DEVOUT WISH WAS THAT MEN WOULD PRETEND NOTHING HAD EVER
BEEN LEARNED ABOUY THE HEAVENS; THEN THEY COULD BEGIN THEIR
STUDIES OF THE STARS FREE FROM THE BURDENS OF PREJUDIGCEe

IT wWouLD BE POSSIBLE TO GO ON MULTIPLYING EXAMPLES OF
THE MANY CUL-DE-SACS ONE FINDS IN THIS THIRD DIVISION. OF
BACON'S REL1GQIOUS WRITINGS, BUT MY POINT IS THAT THESE
25. SEE WORKS, [V, 396~L0L FOR BACON'S DISGUSSION OF THE

SOULe HE SUBSCRIBED TO THE DUAL THORY OF THE SOUL AD=

VANCED BY TELESIUS. ANDERSON SAYS THAT BACON COULD

NOT MAKE HIS SEPARATION OF THEOLOGY AND PHYSICS COM=-

PLETE WITHOUT THE NOTION THAT THE SENSIBLE SOUL WAS
"PURELY PHYSICAL® THE PHILOSOPHY OF FRANGCIS BACON

(UNIve OF CHIGAGO PRESS, 19L48), P. 138%

26, SEE ESPECIALLY, WORKS, V, 511=-24.
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TREATISES ARE NEGESSARILY CAUTIOUSe AFTER ALL, THE WHOLE
STRUCTURE OF HIS APOLOGY FOR LEARNING WOULD HAVE COLLAPSED

IF IN HIS OWN WORKS BACON HAD INCROACHED UPON THE DISCIPLINES
OF SACRED DIVINITYe ADDITIONALLY, IN THE PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS,
WHICH WERE DESIGNED FOR INTERNATIONAL CONSUMPTION, IT WAS
NECESSARY THAT BACON AVOID ALL DISCUSSIONS OF THEOLOGY OR
RELIGQIOUS AFFILIATIONS WHICH MIGHT IN ANY WAY ALIENATE HIS
AUDIENGCEe TO AVOID THIS VERY POSSIBILITY, WHEN HE TRANS=

LATED THE FIRST TWO BOOKS OF THE ADVANCEMENT OF [LEARNING

INTO LATIN AND EXPANDEO THAT WORK, HE DELETED SECTIONS WHICH
IN THE ENGLISH VERSION WERE POTENTIALLY OFFENSIVE TO THE

CATHOLICS

THIS BRINGS US TO THE RELIGIO-POLITICAL WRITINGSe THEY
. o \
CAN BE FOUND IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER IN EVERY CORNER OF THE
. "“

BACON GANON, BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT PIECES ARE IN THE OCCA=

S IONAL 'ORKS.27 IT MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT BACON!S FIRST

27+ [IN THE SPEDDING=ELLIS=HEATH EDITION, BACON'S WORKS ARE
SEPARATED INTO FOUR CATEGORIESS THE PHILOSOPHIOAL, THE
LITERARY, THE PROFESSIONAL, AND THE OCCASIONALe THE
PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS INCLUDE ALL OF T HOSE PIECES DE~
SIGNED TO AUGMENT THE ADVANCEMENT OF LEARNING: THE
ADVANCEMENT ITSELF, THE NOVUM QORGANUM, ETCe THE
LITERARY WORKS ARE THOSE PIECES DESIGNED FOR ETERNITY
BUT NOT INCLUDED IN THE PHILOSOPHICAL FRAMEWORK PRO™
PER: FOR EXAMPLE, THE ESSAYS AND THE HISTORY OF HENRY
Vile THE PROFESSIONAL WORKS==OF WHICH THERE ARE NOT
WMANY==ARE BACON'S FRAGMENTARY TREATISES ON LAWe THE
OCCASIONAL WORKS INOLUDE ALL OF BACON!S PERSONAL
LETTERS AND ALL OF THOSE WORKS WHICH WERE WRITTEN TO
MEET THE NEEDS OF A PARTIOULAR SITUATION (USUALLY
POLITICAL) e SOME OF THESE PIECES WERE PUBLISHED 1IN
BAOON!S LIFETIME, BUT MOST DID NOT APPEAR UNTIL AFTER
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LOVE WAS NOT LEARNING, BUT LIFE==THE EXCITING LIFE OF THE
ENGLISH COURT AND GOVERNMENTe HIS ATTRACTION TO THIS LIFE
WAS PART OF HIS HERITAGEe HIS FATHER, NICHOLAS BACON
(1509=1579) , WAS ELI1ZABETH!S LORD KEEPER, A PROFESSIONAL
STATESMAN AND CLOSE FRIEND OF WILLIAM CECIL, ELI1ZABETH!S
GREAT COUNSELLORe |IT WAS SIR NICHOLAS, IN FACT, WHO WAS
GIVEN THE AWESOME TASK OF TELLING THE ENGLISH PARLIAMENT
THAT THE BEAUTIFUL YOUNG QUEEN HAD DECIDED THE ENGLISH GOD
WOULD AGAIN BE PROTESTANTe LADY ANNE, BACON'S MOTHER, WAS
NO NONENTITY HERSELFe SHE WAS THE SISTER~IN-LAW OF CEcCIL,
A LADY OF MANY ACCOMPL ISHMENTS WHO TRANSLATED JEWEL'S

APOLOGIA ECCLESIAE ANGICANAE (1662) INTO ENGLISH==AND THEN

WENT ON TO BECOME A RAVING PURITAN FANATIO.28 ALTHOUGH
Bacon WAS CONSTANTLY FRUSTRATED IN HIS ATTEMPT TO PROCURE

A POSITION IN ELIZABETH!S GOVERNMENT, HE WAS NEVER FAR

H1S DEATHe |IT WAS BACON!'S HABIT TO PRESERVE COPIES OF
HIS OCCASIONAL REMARKS ( INCLUDING PERSONAL LETTERS)
WHICH HE THOUGHT PARTICULARLY VALUABLEe HIS OWN WORK
WAS SUPPLEMENTED BY DRe RAWLEY, HIS CHAPLAIN, WHO,

AFTER BACON'S DEATH PUBLISHED MANY OF THESE WORKS
SPEDDING!S OWN EFFORTS WERE VALUABLE BEYOND COMPUTATIONe

28. LADY BAGON'S EXTANT LETTERS (SeE ESPECIALLY WORKS, VIilil)
ARE TRULY REMARKABLEe APPARENTLY WHEN LADY ANNE DIED
(1610) SHE HAD LOST ALL CONTACT WITH REALITY, AND WE
SEE IN THESE LETTERS THAT THE WORLD WAS ALWAYS TOO MUCH
WITH HERe SHE MATED CATHOLICEISM WITH A BOUNDLESS PAS-
SION AND CONSTANTLY FEARED THAT HER TWO SONS, ANTHONY
AND FRANCIS, WERE IN THE PATH OF THE DEVILe. BUT |
SUSPEOT BACON'S ATTITUDE TOWARD HIS MOTHER'S FAITH I8
COMPREHENDED IN A PHRASE HE USED IN DESCRIBING HENRY
VII'S RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS MOT HER: "HI1S MOTHER HE
REVERENCED MUCH, HEARD LITTLE." Works, VI, 240,
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FROM THE BUSINESS OF NATIONAL LIFEe IN 158l HE Took A seaT
IN PARLIAMENT FOR MALCOMBE REGIS IN DORTSETSHIRE, AND FROM
THAT TIME UNTIL HE GAINED THE PATRONAGE OF JAMES AND AD=
VANGED TO THE OFFICE OF LORD CHANCELLOR, HE WAS NEVER FAR
FROM NATIONAL POLITICSe SEVERAL OF HIS MOST IMPORTANT RELI=
610-POLITICAL TRACTS ARE IN A VERY REAL SENSE PRODUCTS OF
HIS FRUSTRATIONS DURING THE REIGNS OF ELIZABETH AND JAMES;
THAT 1S, THEY WERE WRITTEN AS SELF=ADVERTIZEMENTS WHEN
BACON WAS EITHER OUT OF FAVOR OR WHEN HE WAS SIMPLY BEING
IGNOREDe BUT HIS ADVICE ALWAYS MANAGES TO TRANSCEND HIS
MOTIVESe HIS INTIMATE ACQUAINTANCE WITH NATIONAL AFFAIRS,
HI$ FAMILY BACKGROUND, AND HIS INNATE SAGACITY MADE BAGON
A VALUABLE COUNSELLORe

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RELIGIO=POLITICAL OBSERVATIONS
TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF BACON'S FAITH WILL BE IMMEDIATELY
PERCEIVEDe LIKE THE OTHER WRITINGS THEY ARE DISTURBINGLY
REMOTE AND INCONCLUSIVE, DISTURBINGLY COLD AND OBVJECTIVE,
BUT THEY CONTAIN REFLECTIONS WHICH BRING US AT LEAST TO THE
OUTSKIRTS OF BACON'S FAITH: THEY TELL US WHAT HE THOUGHT
Aemn'PUR;TAulsu AND CATHOLloisu AND GIVE US A FAIR INDIOCA~
TIoN oF H1S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PROPER FUNCTIONING OF THE
CHURGH oF ENgLAND THEY TELL US WHAT HE THOUGHT ABOUT RELI-
elous WARS, AND THEY @IVE US RELIABLE INFORMATION ON HIS AT-

T
ITUOE TOWARD THE CLERICAL TEMPERAMENT IN GENERALe
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NO ATTEMPT TO ORGANIZE THESE WORKS CAN BE COMPLETELY
SUCCESSFUL, BUT | TRUST THAT MY ARRANGEMENT WILL BE REASON-
ABLY SATISFACTORYe [N CHAPTER |l | HAVE DISCUSSED THE BACK=
GROUND OF BAOON'S RELI1GIO=POLITICAL THOUGHT AND HAVE OUT=
LINED THE MAJOR FEATURES OF HIS IDEA OF THE STATEe QCHAPTER
Il CONTAINS A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF BACON'!'S LENGTHIEST TRACT
ON RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSIES, A TRACT WHICH IS HIS FIRST IM=
PORTANT ATTEMPT TO ARBITRATE THE DEBATE BETWEEN THE PURITANS
AND H18H CHUROCHMENe CHAPTER |V IS BUILT AROUND A WORK WHICH
I8 BACON'S FULLEST TREATMENT OF THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE
CHURGH OF ENGLANDe ADDITIONALLY, | HAVE INCLUDED IN THIS
OHAPTER THE BODY OF BACON'S OTHER OBSERVATIONS ON PURITANISM
AND THE CHURCH WRITTEN DURING THE REIGN OF JAMESe A FEW
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS ARE INCLUDED ALSO, AND IT 18 IN THIS
CHAPTER THAT | HAVE REVIEWED THE MAJOR SCHOLARSHIP ON
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