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ABSTRACT

THE STRUCTURING PROCESS IN A
MOSSI VILLAGE

By

Herbert W. Butler

This study seeks to satisfy two primary aims. The first is an
examination of the dynamics of social and cultural process in a Mossi
village in the Republic of Upper Volta, West Africa. This takes place
over & period of nearly one hundred years prior to 1970. Attention is
directed at those social statuses and structures which command greatest
resources and which control public decision making. The chiefship,
therefore, is of particular interest and constitutes a major aspect of
the study. However, in more recent times non-indigenous social struc-
tures share the above named functions and thus become a significant
part of the investigation as well. The result is an examination of
evolving foci of social structuring in the village, designated as the
"structuring process”.

A second primary aim was to present and implement a particular
method of observing and interpreting field data. This is conceptualized
as the "social phase development” methodology. This includes a number
of key concepts: "social field", "resources", "supports" and the
"available relevant field environment” (ARFE) which give direction and
coherence to action. The period covered by the study was viewed in six
separate stages, which represented six relatively discrete but connected

"social processes". Each process was observed as moving through six
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"phases". Resource distribution and support structure were assessed

and marshalled by various actors representing different structural foci
in the field. Action was always directed toward or somehow related to
some socially relevant goal shared among all or some actors in the field.
Each stage was concluded with a new allocation of resources and a
changed configuration of support to some degree.

After a preliminary introduction to the general aspects of the
study and the people, the methodology and more significant concepts are
outlined and discussed in Chapter Two. The "phases” are noted: positing
a publicly shared goal in a social field, an initiating focal event,
assessing the social relationships and relative support, marshalling
further resources and therefore support, the resolution of the process,
and finally, the reassessment of resource distribution in the field.

Before applying the method to the data which was gathered, the
historical background of the Mossi generally and of the environs of
Téngd specifically are related. This, plus subsequent chapters on
aspects of social structure provide the necessary backdrop for the
actual examination of the dynamics of social and cultural process within
the above-mentioned methodological framework. This is done in Chapter
Eight where we move stage-by-stage, phase-by-phase through time and
through the restructuring process. The relative monopoly of command over
resources and over decision making moves from a rather uni-centric
indigenous focus to a multi-centered, diffuse phenomenon today where
various leaders, and particularly religious ones, hold positions of
public dominance in respect to rather large segments of the public.

A number of substantive results become evident. Societies do not
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"preak down" or dissolve in any absolute sense; a new synthesis is
simply realized with different concentrations of resources and power
developing. This may not mean of course that one period necessarily

sees a new monopoly over these developing; structuring may be diffused,

multi-centric. In addition, new conditions produce new meanings and mean-

ings are not necessarily shared equally by all in the field. Third, as
culture changes new roles emerge. These become involved in the ongoing
social order and marshalling process and may become a mobilized re-
source for diverse ends. Where new roles and social norms appear
contradictory to others in the field, boundary phenomena are simplified
and selective compliance ensues in order to retain maximal social
solidarity and support for persons and for social structures.

Diffuse ties give way to simplex or functionally specific ones.
As newer structures consolidate, however, these latter tend to lead to
a new set of diffuse or"multiplex” ties based on different principles.

The utility of this method is seen in its potential for examining
statuses, structures and events of diverse types operating not as
labelled entities (e.e. economic, religious, political) and to which
inappropriate qualities are attributed, but as elements caught up in
the social process (and thus become elements in a social field) whose
focus is some socially shared goal. The broad category, resources (and
the implemented resource, support), may include anything (e.g., persons,
material goods, "rules", customs, services, influence) which contributes
to the attainment of the goal in question. The epi-phenomenon of the
purposive striving and the existent realities in the field is the

"structuring process™ and the particular social structures and cultural
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features that a synchronic structuralist analysis might abstract at any
given moment. The intent of this study is to show how these structures

develop, on the local level particularly.
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ITTTRODUCTION

Man adapts to the specific conditions of his immediate and general
environment. On the other hand, he tends to create for himself a
relatively stable world of conventionalized patterns of behavior and
thought. ©Societies everywhere exhibit the dynamic of constant adaptation
and change as well as the quality of structure and order. Taking
cognisance of this dual aspect of human social and cultural process, the
study herein attempts to deal simultaneously from both perspectives.

It represents an effort to analyze what is termed herein the "structuring
process”. 1Its setting is in a Mossi village in the Republic of Upper
Volta, West Africa.

The study examines the dynamics of village social and cultural life,

as well as the structural patterning which evolves through time. All

of this is done within the framework of the social phase development

methodological approach. The primary focus of the study will be around
the village chiefship. However, several other institutional structures
become increasingly involved in the total evolution of the village. It is
not intended that this account be regarded primarily as a view of the
social structure and process of a "typical" Mossi village. To be sure,

in some ways it possibly is representative of Mossi villages generally
but in certain other respects it is not. The study is offered rather as
a means of examining a particular social and cultural "field", following

the process through several years, and noting the nature of its evolution.
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We learn some interesting things about a particular village; we may also
abstract something of a broader nature in our study of Man.

Hopefully, the observations and attempted explanation will prove
useful in a threefold manner: to add a positive contribution to the study
of the Mossi generally; to contribute to research of local level social,
economic, political and ritual processes; and finally, to contribute
toward a firmer base for studies of a broader and more abstract nature
on social structure and social dynamics.

I have chosen a Mossi village as the locus for the study for several
reasons. First, there are few descriptive studies of the Mossi on the
local level. A rare exception is J. Dubourg's brief synchronic article
entitled "La vie des paysans Mossi: le village de Taghalla" (1957).l By
contrast, titles of the most significant and available works on the Mossi

deal with them on a much broader and hence abstract scale. I digress for

a moment to point out a few. Michael Izard's two volume Introduction

1'Histoire des Royaumes Mossi, an historical analysis of the Mossi up to

the colonial period represents an outstanding effort in ferreting out

and synthesizing a remarkable body of data. Le Droit Privé des Mossi:

Tradition et Evolution by Robert Pageard brings together much new material

on Mossi domestic institutional life. He writes from the special vantage
point of one who has been obliged in some measure in his capacity of
Jurist to deal extensively with Mossi custom and social structure.

Pierre Ilboudo and Gomkoudougou V. Kabore, both Mossi, have made two
commendable contributions to the ethnography of the Mossi. Monsieur

Ilboudo describes Mossi beliefs and ritual in Croyances et Partiques

Religieuses Traditionnelles des Mossi. Monsieur Kabore gives a picture




of Mossi political structure, particularly of Ouagadougou in Organisation

Politique Traditionnelle et Evolution Politique des Mossi de Ouagadougou.

Research published in English on the Mossi has become available
generally only in recent years. Elliott Skinner has provided an interest-
ing account of the political development of the Mossi up until the

independence period in his book, The Mossi of the Upper Volta (1964). It

does not draw high praise from Izard (1970:28) for any new historical
insights, but the author brings together a number of primary sources to
buttress his own field research in order to present the best treatment of
the Mossi in English up to that date. Skinner has written perceptively
on Mossi politics, social change, labor migration and marriage patterns
(1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1970, 1972). Peter Hammond in his book, Yatenga,
focuses upon Mossi modes of cultural adaptation to their particular bio-
physical environment. In another study (1959) he writes of Mossi re-
sistance to profound acculturation amidst major technological change.
Dominique Zahan has given an interesting and rather simplified resumé
of Mossi political structure, "The Mossi Kingdoms" in Forde and Kaberry's

volume West African Kingdoms in the Nineteenth Century (1967).

Yet all of the above works deal with the Mossi in broad strokes.
One reason for this study is to seek to emphasize that social and cultural

processes on the local level have a positive contribution to make as well

in our understanding of the Mossi.

The second reason for choosing a village site for this research is
related to the above. Certain features are often neglected in generali-
zations that become too broad. For example, it will be argued that too

great an emphasis has been placed on the social role of the téngbiisi, the



authochthonous people, an over-emphasis which local-level research might
correct. As an added instance, while the actual dynamics of the Mossi
social and political order reflects a state of ever "becoming", many

studies present a picture of a rather static system (cf. Skinner 1964,

Zahan 1967). This is somewhat illustrated where I comment on the putative
role of ministers in Chapter Three as so-called "provincial chiefs"--a
half-fact at best. What I seek to show by this method on a very local level
could be applied, it would seem, to higher levels of organization in order
to bring the evolving aspect of society and culture more into relief.

The third reason for attacking the present problem in a limited
milieu is to keep the level of abstraction low and to focus upon the
empirical, behavioral level where verification may be more nearly possible
as the method is applied.

It should be pointed out that in the strictest sense the scope of
the study is not the village but the "field". A village among the Mossi
(and possibly in most of Africa) is a very difficult entity to demarcate.
It is in fact coincidental that the "field" for this study is a village
(wherever the boundary might be) for as the following will show, a
"field" may be of any dimension. The point to be made is that I have
sought for a reasonably limited, and thus more manageable, spatial and
social segment to examine. In this case it was roughly coterminous with
the boundaries of Ténga.

Throughout the following discourse I have made an effort to reflect
conceptualizations employed by the people in the field. (Though I have
generally employed English terms after seeking to explain their usage

in the present context.) This will become evident in the discussion of



such words as naaba, naam, soolem, ténga and buudu.

Another reference to concepts should be made here. Words such as
"Christian" and "Moslem" are terms with quite relative meaning as the
discussion will show. They generally have little to do with the intensity
or sophistication of the respective beliefs and practices of a person
with such a designation. One of my informants from a Christian family,
for example, assumed that his brother would become a Moslem since the

latter's body could no longer tolerate alcohol. Once such labels are

applied they generate particular expectations among other persons in
the field. They are therefore significant as social references but only
in respect to the meanings held in the field at a given moment.

Turning to the general plan of the study, I have introduced the
theoretical orientation in Chapter Two. The "social phase development”
method is outlined with a discussion of a number of concepts which are
associated with it. It constitutes an effort to show particular
advantages of this method over the more characteristic structuralist
approaches in discovering and interpreting data.

The third through seventh chapters provide background information
and point out the broad regularities in Mossi culture in preparation for
the eighth chapter where the above method is applied to the empirical
data. Chapter Three introduces the historical backdrop for the study.

A brief account of the beginning and evolution of the Mossi state is
outlined in order to understand more clearly the role expectations,
events and processes which occurred in Téngfl. Although the treatment

is brief, it seeks to give the reader a "feel" of the development of the

Mossi state and particularly those chiefdoms in the environs of Téngi.



Kinship ties have been of vast significance in the social structure
of Téngad. Therefore in Chapter Four we note some of the more important
aspects of kinship structure and terminology among the Mossi, particularly
do we examine the nature of the relationships within the patrilineage
(Qgggg). Later, as we observe the effort to mobilize support we note
that such ties are of parmount importance in certain situations.

Chapter Five constitutes a very generalized description of the
structure of a Mossi village. The dominant statuses, institutions and
activities are outlined. These reflect the kind of broad expectations
which are shared among Mossi throughout the land among various slightly
different subcultures.

Turner has written that "before one can study breach, one must be
aware of regularity” (1957:xvii). 1In Chapter Six I have sought to
abstract the structure of social relations in Téngd itself, although
even here along rather broad lines. This chapter deals in a more specific
fashion with social regularities as well as variations in a particular
village. This specific social context is presented with the intention of
affording one a clearer and more meaningful view of the processes which
unfold in the village as shown in Chapter Eight.

One concept which is presented in Chapter Two is the "Available
Relevant Field Environment" (ARFE). This concept represents those social
areas and structures which environ a particular field. Chapter Seven
provides a brief view of one --but a very important--aspect of the ARFE,
some of whose features figure prominently in the field in Ténga. It
should be made clear that this part of the ARFE, while important to many

events which occurred in the village, is presented more as an example of



what an ARFE may be. In fact, however, one could regard the capital
of Ouagadougou as part of this, as well as France in a somewhat indirect
way.

In Chapter Eight we turn to an examination of the processes unfold-
ing in Téngéd during the last hundred years. They are seen and given
meaning by employing the methodology and concepts presented in Chapter
Two. Six separate processes constitute six "stages". Each on unfolds
through the six "phases" of the "social phase development”. While we
are viewing the social history of the village, the method permits us to
assess the events in terms of the movement of resources and of support
from one structural focus to another. In this way we follow the structur-
ing process of the village through time. From the findings of Chapter
Eight, we come to certain conclusions in Chapter Nine and raise a few
questions in respect to the methodology and particular concepts.

The National Context

The Mossi are the numerically dominant ethniec group in the Republic
of Upper Volta, West Africa. Upper Volta is a landlocked nation in the
interior of West Africa, bounded by Ghana, Togo, Dahomey, Niger, Mali,
and Ivory Coast. It has a land surface of 105,838 square miles and a
population of near 5,000,000. It is located in the Niger bend area, al-
though its boundaries at no point extend to that river. As its name
suggests, the sources of three Volta rivers are located in the country:
the Red, the White and the Black Volta. Only the Black Volta flows the
year round, and increases in volume as it flows southward to the profit
of Ghana far more than of Upper Volta.

The land is generally arid, more so in the extreme north than in the

extreme southwest. Typical of the Sudanic region generally, the year is



divided climatically into two seasons, wet and dry. The rainy season
extends roughly from last April or early May until early October during
vhich time most cultivation is accomplished. During the remainder of the
Year no rain falls at all. With the coming of the rains dry river beds,
ponds and the relatively few man-made reservoirs quickly fill up. The
dry landscape with its dormant vegetation is transformed into a lush green.
Rainfall is generally abundant in July and August but the land is so flat
and void of deep basins to conserve the water that much of it runs off,
eroding away the soil and carrying away precious nutrients from it. Iven
in the wet season one cannot always depend upon rains being adequately
spaced. The last few years have seen shorter rainy seasons also, result-
ing in famine conditions in the northern regions particularly.

Shortly after the last rains of the season the vegetation again
turns to a dry dormant light brown and the same rivers and depressions
that have overflowed their banks for months now recede slowly into stagnant
pools and in many places the water disappears completely, leaving the
land dry and cracked. There is some variance in the length of these sea-
sons between the north and the southwest. The northern regions may not
see rainfall until July which in turn may cease as early as the last of
September. Thus the rainfall in the country varies from near 50 inches
in the south to about 15 inches at some points in the north each year.
The national mean for precipitation would fall between 30 to 35 inches
per year. The area around Koupela where this study was undertaken has a
yearly rainfall in the neighborhood of this amount.

Savanna grassland and low sparse deciduous forest characterize the

terrain. Reflecting the rate of rainfall, trees become more sparse as






one moves from the slightly more humid south to the dryer north.

Most of the country consists of a rather monotonous, though slightly
rolling plain situated on a plateau which varies generally from a little
less than 1000 feet to about 1150 feet above sea level (Savonnet 1965:3).
A few somewhat isolated hilly ranges reach 1600 feet, however.

Over 90% of the population depends on subsistence farming for its
livlihood. These farmers live in scattered villages of various sizes
situated among open areas of grain fields or uncultivated "bush". Only
about 6% of the land is considered arable. This agricultural land
generally consists of a rather thin layer of gravelly red lateric soil
with low humus content, overlaying ferruginous rock that lies exposed
in many places over much of the land. Shifting agriculture is the primary
mode of cultivation, conducted even today to a large measure with the
traditional hoe. Only in recent years has the employment of plows and
draft animals been accepted by the population on any large scale. Even
today communal hoeing seems to be the primary mode of cultivation in most
areas. As a field becomes too impoverished to produce even a minimum
yield it is left to lie fallow and another portion of bushland is put into
cultivation. There are a number of factors which make life increasingly
precarious for these farmers: the rather unpredictable rains and the poor
soil which is in short supply to begin with, population pressure which
limits movement over the land, overgrazing the fields during the dry
season, the practice of burning up mutrients during field clearing opera-
tions, and the traditional failure or inability to employ irrigation or
to fertilize most fields except those small areas near the homesteads.

The primary food crops are millet and sorghum. Peanuts, ground peas,

corn, rice and root crops--particularly manioc--are grown in significant
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quantities but are of secondary importance. Chickens and guinea fowl are
found everywhere. Sheep, goats and cattle are to be found over most of
the country; the latter however are not characteristic of the average
family. Horses, once the prized possession and status symbol of chiefs
and warriors, are no longer very numerous. Pigs are to be found in some
areas but are relatively rare.

The diet is supplemented by the use of wild fruits and leaves, though
by no means of the same quality nor quantity which their neighbors to the
south enjoy in the Guinea forest area. Hunting and fishing accounts for
a rather small percentage of their food. The time of relatively few men
is expended for these pursuits at the present.

Cotton, peanuts, shea nut kernels, sesame seed and livestock--partic-
ulary cattle--constitute the primary exports. Since the dry season permits
little farming, Upper Volta has since colonial times furnished a vast
supply of migrant labor to the plantations and industries in the coastal
countries, particularly Ivory Coast and Ghana. This reservoir of labor
might well constitute the largest export of the country.

A number of diverse ethnic and linguistic groups make up the popu-
lation. The Mossi are predominant, making up about half of the total
inhabitants. They are located in the central region of the country and
cover a much larger geographical area than any other ethnic group.
Ouagadougou, the national capital, has been the dominant Mossi political
and cultural center probably since the last few centuries. Other ethnic
groups, (defined essentially by linguistic criteria) such as the Gourma,
the Senoufo, the Lobi, the Bisa (and some other Mande speakers), two

groups generally termed "Bobo" (but who are linguistically differentiated
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from each other), three groups of "Gurensi" and the widely scattered
Fulbe herders represent the more numerous of the minority peoples in
the country.

The official language is French, the direct result of the colonial
period of French domination. More, the language of the Mossi, however,

functions in many respects as the major lingua franca over much of the

country, due primarily to the numerical dominance of the Mossi plus the
importance of Ouagadougou as an economic, political and cultural center
for the entire country as a whole.

Of tremendous importance to the present culture and political
organization of the country is the presence of the French. The latter
established themselves as a colonial power in 1896 and 1897 in the area
which was to become Upper Volta incorporating it into French West Africa.
In 1919 Upper Volta became a separate colony. In 1932 it lost this status
when for reasons of economy the French administration partitioned the
colony and arranged its piecemeal incorporation into Ivory Coast, Mali,
and Niger. In 1947 traditional chiefs and political leaders in the
government exerted their influence upon the French and succeeded in bring-
ing about its re-establishment as a separate colony again, regaining most
of its lost territory. As part of the fast moving African drama of the
1950's, in Upper Volta colonial status was changed to that of relative
independence within the Franco-African Community in 1958.

Finally, in 1960 Upper Volta became an independent republic. Execu-
tive power was placed in the hands of a president and a council of mini-
sters. A unicameral legislative assembly was established and effectively

controlled from the outset by the Rassemblement Democratique Africain

party. Soon the country, following the pattern in several other African
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states, became a one-party nation.
Since the colonial period the government of the territory has been
centered in the capital of Ouagadougou from which the administration of

the country operates through a system of regional districts (cercles).

Subdivisons and postes administratifs constitute further administrative
levels within districts which are especially large. The district comman-
dant personifies the administration at the level of the district, its
lowest level.

French colonial attitudes and policy were characterized by ambiva-
lence as they related to indigenous political organization. The original

politique d'assimilation formally precluded taking African political

institutions as seriously as the British Indirect Rule policy implied.

The subsequent politique d'association seems to have been born of

necessity, but it did not represent a fundamental change of philosophy on
the part of the French administration. Its primary concern was with the
formation of a French-educated elite as administrators of European policy
rather than with the effective articulation of indigenous institutions
with the European administrative system as the British more actively
sought to do (Crowder 1964:197-205).

In point of fact, however, the practical exigencies of social control,
particularly on the local level, dictated the use of indigenous leaders
and institutions. The political organization of such states as the Mossi
wvere left reasonably intact. Given the French view of what they appar-
ently saw as the ideal versus the actual state of affairs, the position
of indigenous leaders, especially chiefs was extremely ambivalent (and to

some measure remains so). They were often necessary and useful instruments
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of the administration while the latter assumed minimal obligation to
assure the integrity and continuity of these indigenous structures which
served them, Chiefs could be used or ignored as it pleased the admini-
stration in pursuit of its own goals. It is therefore not surprising
that village and canton chiefs are regarded by the national government
even today merely as auxiliaires and are not formally part of the
administrative structure in spite of their functional importance at the
grassroots level in areas of social control, tax-gathering and communi-
cation with the populace.

An economic crisis brought about a serious political upheaval during
the latter days of 1965 and at the beginning of 1966. President Maurice
Yameogo and his government were removed from office, the legislative
assembly was dissolved, and the constitution was suspended. Particularly
active in leading the revolt were the trade unionists. Apparently backed
by the populace generally, they asked the military to take over the
government. Colonel (now General) Sangoule Lamizana became head of state.
His regime has been one of cautious conservatism and has won much genuine
respect within the country for its efforts to place the nation on a
sounder fiscal footing after the alleged abuses of the former government.
In 1970 a new constitution was ratified by the Voltaics, and in 1971
elections were held for a new National Assembly. General Lamizani re-
tained the presidency but returned the majority of government posts back
to civilians. The stated goal was a complete withdrawal of the military
from the political section by 1975. Gerard Kango Ouedraogo, the majority
leader of the African Democratic Union (UDA) party, was named prime

minister. Two other parties were represented in the National Assembly.
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Considerable opposion soon developed between the assembly and the prime
minister. The continued political role of the military also became a
source of controversy. Meanwhile famine conditions in the northern part
of the country placed a great strain upon an already precarious economy.
Finally in early 1974, President Lamazani stepped in with his military
power and, in a relatively peaceful coup, suspended the constitution and
dissolved the National Assembly in order to halt what he régarded as a
threatening "catastrophic situation". The military remain in power today.
While national politics touches the lives of villagers rather
lightly, religious belief figures prominently in the cultures of the
population throughout the country. The great majority of the inhabitants
may be termed animists, worshipping or venerating the ghosts of ancestors
or worshipping at earth shrines or at shrines of local deities or super-
natural forces which they recognize. The embedded nature of indigenous
religions woven into the fabric of social and political life has been a
deterent to the conversion of much of the population to other religions.
Islam, however, has made important gains; total adepts number close to
a million. Christianity, associated with the Catholic missionaries who
came with the colonizers, numbers about 250,000. Their role in estab-
lishing elementary and secondary schools, however, assures a much larger
representation of Christians in the administration, past and present,
than the number of converts suggests. Protestants represent a minority
estimated at between 35,000 or 50,000 converts and have been of much

less significance historically and socially than the other two.



CHAPTER TWO

THE SOCIAL PHASE DEVELOPMENT

The Structuring Process

The primary thrust of this research has been to examine the "struc-
turing process" in a Mossi village., The methodology employed in this

chapter I have chosen to call the social phase development. It follows

in a general way the method which Vietor Turner (1957) conceptualized
as the "social drama”. This general approach has also been referred to
by Van Velsen as the "extended case method" at one point (following
Gluckman elsevhere) and again as "situational analysis™ (1967:129).

It is assumed here that man everywhere is an adaptive, striving
creature, He strives in a purposive manner. As Nadel wrote, "Sociolog-
ically relevent behavior is always purposive..." Man's activities are
essentially related to goals or ends which (aside from purely biological
needs) have been defined as desirable by the norms of the social group(s)
with vhich he is identified. Such goals of course may be myriad and,
depending upon the society, tend to change to some degree over time as
cultural norms and social structure evolve. The means of achieving goals
vary, often becoming complex and subject to optional or situational rules.

Initial focus is placed upon these goals, to some measure shared by
a social group, and upon the social interaction in respect to these goals.
There is a singular advantage to this in that we are hopefully freer to

minimize generally the culture-bound categories and assumptions of the
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analyst wvhich may generate attributes erroneously to the society being
studied and at the same time, possibly overlook others. Even for the
objects of study the method aims toward the minimization of a priori
statements of social structure in order to avoid what may be called the
"gtructuralist bias”"--the practice of beginning one's investigation and
description of a society at the broad structural level, which too
frequently predisposes the investigator to assumptions which may de
unvarranted. Such a practice assumes a knowledge of structural character-
istics and boundaries before empirical research has clearly established
their existence, relevance, and specific characteristics. Rather, the
aim here is to begin on the local, less abstract and less complex level
and to describe and generalize outwardly as the actual processes unfold,
finally establishing the more enduring cultural tendencies and social
configurations and cleavages. Thus the way is made for more accurate
comparisons and sounder theoretical generalizations.

It should be clear that a method of research is being presented.
The purpose is to apply and refine it in a context somewhat different
than that to which it has been applied elsevhere., It is admitted that
the assumptions which inhere in methodology constitute a kind of theory,
if only inchoately. In addition, some tentative generalizations will be
attempted in the concluding chapter. Yet theory building on a broad
abstract scale is a secondary concern of this present study.

Nadel vrote, "though it is unrealistic to talk about a social
structure in the strict sense of the word, it is obviously as unrealistic
to cease talking about structure in a droad sense, and so to deny to
societies structuring to some form, degree or complexity™ (1957:156).

The concept, "structuring process" as conceived here seeks to bring
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together what are often held to be rather opposing and competing views
of the study of society. "Structure” may be viewed as consisting of
gggg;g_(perceived variously by the actors themselves or by the analyst)
vhich reflect and give direction to interaction within and between
social entities. By "model”™ I would mean sets of meaningful social and
cultural categories which are logically related to each other in
paradigmatic fashion by ordering rules based on the relevant values and
norms.1 Structure is ever becoming, always open ended, generally (due
to the segmentary nature of society anywhere) consisting of some con-
flicting and even contradictory rules within a single social field.

The "process™ consists of operations which obtain between inter-
acting individuals and groups in respect to the structuring models
(stated differently, as sets of mutual expectations) which individuals
consciously or unconsciously hold. Such models may direct or elicit
behavior in a given situation. Process as understood here is not
uniquely the expression of either cyclical, repetitive social interaction
or evolutionary progession. Both qualities undoubtedly inhere to some
measure in any social event.

A "structural statement"™ or assessment is an abatraction from process.
It presents a "set™ or pattern of interrelated social facts at a given
moment. Since it is atemporal by definition, it cannot explicitly reveal
the dynamics; but it points out rather what ought to be, vhat is generally
experienced, what behavior is sanctioned. A "processual statement” re-
veals the actual dynamics--the operations, the tensions, the interplay--over
a given period of time between interacting individuals and/or groups. Thus
conceived, the regularities, the structure are perceived only secondarily.

The presentation of the process, on the other hand, is the presentation of
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a series of ordered or patterned manifestations. To illustrate this, an
analogy may be drawn from what one may term "continuous eye movement"
when in fact there are a series of optical fixations and constant re-
focusing. The series of "dramas" depicted by Turner in his work on the
Ndembu is a precise ethnographic example of what I am saying. From the
analytical point of view, we must take periodic "fixes" on movement.

I suggest that all diachronic analyses do this: "running accounts™ are
a series of accounts momentarily fixed in "snap-shot” fashion.

At this point it will be useful to reach back to cite some antecedent
insights which have influenced my present theoretical position and method.

The disciplines of anthropology and sociology rest generally upon
the premise that human social relations are not random but are ordered
or structured in some logical fashion. Both diachronic and synchronic
approaches affirm this and have illustrated it on both the macro and
micro-levels,

Reacting to the theoretical and methodological inadequacies of 19th
century evolutionary theories Radcliffe-Brown and some of his contempora-
ries turned to the synchronic analysis of societies. He emphasized the
concept "social structure” which he conceived as being the "network of
actually existing relations” (1952:190). This was in keeping with the
avowved empiricist posture which he and others sought to maintain. The
logical problems soon became evident in such an effort to call "structure”
(an abstraction) and "existing relations”™ (behavior) the same thing.
Evans-Pritchard defined structure somewhat more abstractly as "relations
between groups which have a high degree of consistency and constancy”

(19%0:262), Yet we are not sure from his definition how small such a

group can be nor how consistent and enduring it should be to gain
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acceptance as a "social structure".

Levi-Strauss stated flatly, however, that "social structure has
nothing to do with empirical reality". Rather it consists of "models
vhich are built up after it"™ (1963:277). In spite of the interesting
insights which his more formal and highly abstract logiec has afforded,
it-~like Gestalt psychology--leaves many unanswered questions at levels
closer to actual behavior. A satisfying analysis of actual dynamics on
less abstract levels was left unansvered, if indeed his appeal to innate
proclivities in man have adequately accounted for the structuring process
even on this more abstract plane.

Raymond Firth perceived this problem of adequately conceptualizing
process and structure and thus regarded "social structure” as the

representation of the more abstract, enduring and relatively fixed network

of social ties. On the other hand "social organization” reflected the
dynamics of social life. (1951:28) But the synchronic mode of analysis
hardly permitted this latter concept much working space for operations
are movements through time.

Fortes (1949) and Evans Pritchard (1940:104) pointed up this theoret-
ical weakness, showing, in effect, that an adequate explanatory social
"grammar” could not be produced without appealing to process through time.
Their structuralist predispositions, however, limited them and others to

structural time,

The idea of plural structures within a single society or at least
a single social group englobing what could be conceived of as two somewhat

contradictory social models was presented by Leach (1954) in Political

Systems of Highland Burma. Here we are given a very abstract view of
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the dynamies of behaviors that reflect movement of persons and resources
in a rather oscillating manner from the gumsa form of social organization
to gumlao type through time. He seriously questions the assumption that
society is a single system and that this system must be in "structural
equilibrium”, However fruitful this very perceptive work is, a processual
examination through historical time (rather than through structural time)
would have undoubtedly been even more enlightening theoretically.

The important idea of the multi-structured aspect of society was
pointed out above by Nadel who wrote further that "it seems impossible
to speak of social structure in the singular". He quotes Firth as well:
"There is...no such isolable entity as the social structure" (Nadel
195T7:153).

The static conceptual model of Nadel, however, profited little from
this insight for he regarded "structure in the plural (of) little inform-
ative value", for he saw in it "the mere setting out of command positions
in stationary states" (1957:154). A study of goal-directed behavior of
incumbents of Nadel's roles might have provided a more fruitful way to
articulate what seems to be disparate structures, Later studies of
social change and politics brought attention to this level of research.

Gluckman, influenced by conflict theory was able to show from African
ethnography that conflict on one level of society served to reaffirm
principles of solidarity on the "structural” level (1963, 1966). Why one
must assign the label "structure” only to the more enduring arrangement
of social ties and not to those less enduring ones (such as those con-
sistent patterned behaviors built up around an incumbent but which do not
attach necessarily to the office), he does not adequately explain. It

is patently evident that relationships are structured at many levels in
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most societies.

The significance of the contribution of Gluckman and others of this
theoretical bent, hovever, has been instrumental in divesting anthropology
of the idea of the assumed functional unity of a total society. It leans
towvard a conceptualization of society aptly termed by Wallace as the
Yorganization of diversity”. (1961:23) This indicates the acceptance
of the principle of organization--structure and systemic tendency--but
we are not bound to assume any necessary pervasive ideology nor an
equilibrium the maintenance of which all parts must functionally
contribute,

Bailey (1960) was clearly challenged in this direction as he
described and competently analyzed developmental social processes taking
place in a multi-structured situation. He recognized the fallacy of
assuming "that in some way one structure can fill all fields of social
activity in any given society and that one may speak of the social
structure” (1960:240). Continuing, he points out that "one cannot
analyze the process of change without dealing with substructures...(which)
seem to have some kind of autonomy independent of the total structure"
(Tbid:241). With much structural analysis "other things being equal” has
after indicated, an extremely broad interpretation of the "limits of
naivety” (Gluckman 1964:165). Several rather idealized conditions on
subordinate and constituent levels (psychological, and less abstract
social interactions) are thus taken as given. Bailey's analysis, however
refrained from holding many of these "other things" constant. "Outside
factors” came to be recognized not as isolated extraneous elements inci-
dental to the process, although they might have been parts to "other

systems of relationships™ they were seen as significant resources mobilized
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by astute "political entrepreneurs" by what he termed "bridge-actions"”.
Actors occupying statuses in different types of structures could and did
enterprisingly maximize their lot in one role by drawing "social (political)
capital” in a selective manner from the resources of other structures in
vhich they occupied a status also. Bailey analyzed the dynamics of
change diachronically and not merely in the context of structural time.
He further saw that the truly effective means toward such an analysis
could be done "only by examining a series of disputes and conflicts...”
(1959:251).

This is essentially the viewpoint of Turner in his analysis of the
Ndembu of East Africa (1957). Like Bailey he recognized particular social
structures (e.g. matrilinages, villages, etc.) initially, but he did not

conduct his research within the confines of these structures, Thus a rite

of passage ceremony is equally seen as a political process in both an
intra-and interlineage context (Turner 1966:239ff). Methodically, he
follows social processes through time on a rather limited scale. He
sketches the unfolding of several related "dramas"” (which in fact
constituted aspects of another drama of broader dimensions--the process
of competition for resources and power in a limited field over several
years). FProm these we are afforded not only a view of the society in a
structural sense but we gain insight into the dynmamics which produce and
transform structure as it is and as it is constantly becoming.

In more recent years two books have appeared focusing upon local
level political processes. They are similar in theory and content.
Political Anthropology edited by Swartz, Turner and Tuden and the second,

Local Level Politics edited by Swartz alone. The methodological orien-

tation outlined in the introductory chapters of each work reflects much
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of vhat has been sketched above. They have exerted a very dominant
influence upon my own approach.

To sum up from the foregoing, we see that the structuring process
operates at many levels, and according to a variety of principles.
Nicholas shows that it is possible to observe it "vertically” or
"horizontally” in the complex network of relationships in an Indian
village (1965). Bailey points it out as a "bridge-action", linking up
quite disparate political structures--clan, caste and nation (1960).
Discussing political process on the local level Nicholas found that it
was "necessary to abandon the conception of social structure as a coherent
wvhole in which institutions are necessarily interconnected and consistent
vith one another".(1968:297). This shifts the primary focus from particular
structures to greater emphasis on actions and events which are goal
directed and which are not necessarily bounded by a given social structure.

It should be made clear that the concern with the structuralist bias
is not meant to suggest that one dispense with the study of social
structure., Some structural assessment is necessary at any level for
discourse about social process. The point to be made here rather is that
social activity for a given end (goals) may ignore or mute certain
structural boundaries, (stated differently, particular norms or values).
Thus one set of social ties will crosscut other sets of ties, Crosscutting
ties can be tolerated because they are based upon contextual social rules
vhich generally, and indeed often, contribute to a wider range of soli-
darity rather than threatening the broader structure. Over time, however,
low-level patterning based on diverse principles may tend to occur between
the same individuals. The reduction of crosscutting ties may then result

in profound cleavages and thus lead to broad changes in the structure of
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the social entity at whatever level it may occur. This we have seen
occurring in the Mossi village where Christian and Moslem communities
within the village develop greater solidarity due to the multiple ties
that are established between the adherents of these two groups. The

same processes have all the while contributed to significant fractures

in the essential solidarity of the village which found its primary
expression in the past in "customary” institutions as lineage organization,
ancestral worship and the chiefship.

Principle Concepts

Dominant features of the method presented here are represented in

the following concepts: 1)field, 2) socially shared goals, 3) available

relevant field environment, 4) resources, 5) supports, and 6) the social

phase development. These are of course interrelated concepts and depend

upon each other in large measure for definition in the exposition that
follows., All of them reflect the foregoing discussion on social structure
and social process and proceed logically from the positions outlined above.
Field

The concept "field” has been associated in the behavioral sciences
perhaps more pre-eminently with the name of Kurt lewin. He defined it as
"a totality of coexisting facts which are conceived of as mutually
interdependent... (Lewin 1951:240). He acknowledged that this conceptuali-
zation came from the physical sciences. Lewin's vievw of field in
psychology sav variables interrelated in a "life space” at a given time,
Thus the emphasis is upon the system viewed in the synchronic mode.
Cartwright followed Lewin in applying the concept to the social sciences,
remarking that "one may speak of the field in which a group or institution

exists wvith precisely the same meaning as one speaks of the individual
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life space in individual psychology” (Ibid:xi). It will become apparent
that my use of the term in a social context is somewhat different,
howvever.

Swartz, Turner and Tuden wrote that "ideally or properly speaking"
we should not be studying a "field"...because Lewin's field theory deals

only with the contemporaneous situation... (1966:31). The problem, how-

ever, wvas and is not as serious as they would suggest. Though their
method (and mine) claims to be diachronie, what we are doing is describing
and analyzing one phase after another, complementing a Lewin-like approach,
not contradicting it. In fact in a later publication Turner cites Lewin
and makes no apology for the use of the concept in the sense that the
latter used it, though he was obviously applying it to an ongoing social
process (1968:136).

The term "field" has had a variety of rather loose applications in
the literature of the social sciences. It may for example serve as a
synonym for an institutional aspect or "system" with a society, i.e.,
the "political field", the "ritual field".

Although the term itself has not enjoyed wide currency as a precise
analytical concept the fundamental idea which it embraces is not new.
The holistic approach, so basic an anthropological doctrine, carries this
idea of seeking meaning by the examination of all possible interrelated
facts within a somewhat bounded time and space. The "culture area”
concept of the earlier American historicalists expressed ideas akin to
the field approach. Stewvard's "cultural ecology” concept is surely re-
lated to it as well. Both sought to point out existent systemic relation-
ships but appealed to the historical dimension to account adequately for

the cultural process in a given "niche".
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The social field, as employed here, is an analytical construct, It
is presented as a vehicle of research by which one may observe actors and
associated components directly involved in a process being studied. It
represents conceptual space and time which corresponds to the real space
and time in which the social process transpires., Swartz (1968:6) expressed
the concept well:

A field is composed of the actors directly involved in the processes

being studied. Its...scope and the areas of behavior it involves

change as additional actors enter into the processes or as former
participants withdrawv and as their interaction and/or abandon old
types. As it implies, the processes unfold over time,..and no
particular state can be assumed to be more lasting or "normal”

than any other,

Participants may be observed bringing new types of activities, mean-
ings, values, material resources and personnel into their interactions
and/or abandonning certain other elements in a given situation. It is
probably somevhat misleading to speak of a field "boundary" though the
concept field admittedly suggests it. The emphasis upon the "goal” is
designed to direct attention to the primary focus of what appears to be
the most relevant activities in the field from the view point of the
observer. Swartz, Turner and Tuden (1966:253) write:

The boundaries of a political field are determined by the

processes that are actively carried out by the participants in

that field...

Yet such boundaries are permeable, established only vaguely. Their ten-
tative nature results from expansion and contraction due to the process.
This is by no means the same as "boundary” used relative to a social
structure vhere boundary phenomena are critical as defining qualities.

The focus of the social field consists of socially (publicly) shared
goals or cluster of goals. This implies of course given processes invol-

ving purposive activity of the actors in respect to them. It is probadble

that the larger the particular social group or "publice” which values these
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common goals, the more significant the process and the more complex the
field would be. Processes involving greater numbers of people and more
resources are admittedly more interesting in research due to the ob-
viously greater number of variables and possible correlations and thus
the greater potential for broader theoretical statements. Yet, con-
versely, this very complexity poses important problems in analysis
neglecting some significant aspects of a total process or structural
description. This has led to limiting this enquiry primarily to the
village level and to those variables which enter such limited fields

of interaction. Yet the principle involving goal-seeking and its
import for the structuring process is the same whatever the dimension
of the field, it is contended here.

A goal may be conceived in highly abstract terms and seldom if ever
explicitly enunciated. Such might be that of political power or control
over an entire segment of a market or the desire for ideological leader-
ship. On the other hand it may be very specific such as the burial of
a person (and possibly a contest over the manner of doing it) or rights
over a given plot of land. The process relative to it may transpire over
decades; it might on the other hand, be a matter of a few minutes duration.
Thus the field might include a long historical process or a relatively
ephemeral set of interactions.

As discussion below will point out, an important feature associated
with goal-seeking is the differential access to a goal and knowledge
regarding it among persons and groups within a given field. The grasp of
alternate social rules or options available to achieve a goal are not
necessarily shared by all persons within the field. Though much may be

shared culturally, the disparity in information and one's relative
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position is critical in social evolutionary processes, particularly in
those vhich may be termed "political™. Therefore it should not be ex-
pected that a given social field would necessarily be culturally
homogeneous.

The field is the process under scrutiny. Given the complex nature

of social interaction, there are obviously several processes going on
at the same time and intertwined with or embedded in each other. These
are isolable in the analytical sense only.

The field may be abstracted at any level of social intercourse,
conceivably from the elementary level of some culturally meaningful inter-
action between two persons up through more complex levels of organization,
and finally to those processes englobing complex social entities of
international proportions,

The social aspects of a given field are related directly by networks
of coomunication between actors and the resources which they command.
Perceiving the nature of these networks of shared understandings and
expectations is fundamental in understanding the nature of the structured
groups vhich emerge from the study of the field. Faulty communication
or essentially no communication provide indications of social cleaving or
cleavage of incipient to somewhat institutionalized discontinuity. The
successful entrepreneur or innovator of any kind in a field is often one
who perceives more accurately and acts more pragmatically in respect to
the relevant variables. Besides a possible command over strategic resources,
he may possess somevhat secret information which is not generally available
to others. Such a one can therefore mobilize support more efficiently in
respect to the goal in question. He can maximize his position personally

as well as that of the structured units with which he is identified
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(i.e. family, political party, religious group, trading group). The
result assures some degree of dominance.

We see just such a situation in Geertz' paper, "Ritual and Social
Change: A Javanese Example” (1957:34-54). He sought to show in this
presentation a lack of congruence between the "causal-functional® level
of structural integration and the "logico-meaningful" level of cultural
integration. It would seem that had Geertz more clearly appreciated what
I have just outlined and had used a field perspective rather than a
structural one, his analysis would have been more fruitful. His material
indicates clearly the advantageous position of certain more politically
sophisticated Moslem leaders over other more naive actors with different
and possibly fewer resources at their command in that particular field.
What was manifestly clear was not so much the lack of harmony between what
he assumed was the social structure and the cultural meanings, but rather
the difference between both structure and cultural meanings which were

differentially perceived and behaviorally defended by different sets of

actors, Geertz' structuralist bias seems to have prevented him from

seeing that the new manifest patterns of social cleavage (based on

shifts in meanings, in social networks, in command over resources and
changes in validating myths) were quite as valid for abstraction as his
rather time-worn traditional/modern structural dichotomy which he imposes
on the data. A field approach, it is sutmitted, would show the congruence
of structural boundaries with given sets of cultural meanings and expecta-
tions. This is based, of course, upon the assumption that society is not
an undifferentiated entity, but rather that it is a complex interrelation-
ship of many overlapping structures. If this position is correct it should

also reveal the fallacy vhich inheres in Geertz' position of seeking to
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compare social structure at one level of abstraction with cultural
interpretations on another.

There is another problem, perhaps not wholly unrelated to the one
Just mentioned, of which the researcher must be aware, particularly as he
seeks to use the field approach. There is the temptation to assume that
all facts in the field (may we call them "etic" elements?), which the out-
sider perceives, are relevant, In point of fact some may be regarded of
little significance by some actors, of very different function and meaning
by other actors, and perhaps of essentially no significance by a third
group. The dynamics of the field should reveal the "emic" features;
those features which certain actors believe or perceive to be culturally
relevant. These latter are the immediate determinants of behavior. (It
should be clear by implication, however, that "relevance" as well as
"emicness™ in every respect is relative and not a fixed quelity vhich
necessarily pervades a given field, certainly not a total society.) Thus,
wvhen I found that some people sincerely believed that planting fruit trees
would ultimately bring death to some family member, I could see why they
most understandably did not plant them. I was also able to perceive that
the relevance of the belief was relative, depending upon the actors and
generally their contacts beyond the local village.

Just as there are processes within processes, so there are fields
within fields. The political process which surrounds the chiefship in
Teéng8, for example, will be seen as a single process over many decades,
yet it included several stages, each a process in its own right. Fields
of course overlap; a particular phase of one may be part of a phase of
another vhich incorporates many of the same actors and resources.

A social field is always in a state of flux, vith members carrying
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on a constant flow of exchange transactions of one kind or another:
economic, political, ideological, ritual. In a sense any and every
transaction has the potential of establishing an enduring pattern of
action, depending upon the success of the actors and groups involved in
garnering resources. Thus, a transaction (or set of transactions) of a
single dimension (say, economic) could evolve into a multi-dimensional
and multi-functional institution, whatever its purportedly primary or
original social purpose or function, A Moslem teacher, for example, may
enter a social context as a trader or artisan. After establishing ties
through processes predominantly economic he may begin to emphasize his
position as a teacher of religious ideology. Through time his converts
will tend to intemarry and to work together as well as to create a larger
and more structured group. One could examine a number of these separate
processes including essentially the same actors and resources in relation
to particular goals which would vary from situation to situation. Or one
could examine the whole thing as one process related to a more abstract
field focus or goal such as power or the desire to establish a Moslem
community, for example.

Since most if not all social interaction is structured, it should
not be surprising that a given field of analysis would find its boundaries
roughly coterminous with those of some institutionalized structural
boundary. Granted this fact, it should be emphasized that the field has
as its focus of orientation a certain goal (or certain goals) inherent
in a particular social process, while the structured relationships are
generally studies with regard to norms which are directly related to

boundary maintenance. The field often crosscuts structural boundaries.

Thus, from such a perspective we find, for example, that public decision
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making individuals and bodies are not necessarily identified with the
"political™ structures in a Mossi village nor are the bases of their
support necessarily identified in such terms., In addition, the presence
of a social field--and thus a social process--does not assume a priori
any particular degree of stability or continuity; only empirical exami-
nation can establish the presence and degree of such qualities.

Field focus: Socially shared goals.

Although considerable discussion of the concept "goal"” was necessary
to the definition of "field", more remains to be said on the subject. The
use of the concept here reflects the views of Swartz in his introductory

chapter of Local-level Politics (1968)., What he has said of the utility

of the concept in political analysis can be applied more widely as I have
done in this presentation. I take the liberty to paraphrase him: "It is
through the discovery of public goals that the investigator adopts the
view of social process advanced here" (1968:2). Here I replace "political”
with "social”., Other observations which he has made will be helpful in
understanding its use here.

The goals a group announces...may well not be the goals of all...
(p.2) We are not limited to considering goals which are seen as
significant within an already established framework of some par-
ticular arrangement...sometime public goals are not only outside
of but also violently antithetical to the on-going structure

and its distribution of authority. (p.2) Group leaders openly
espouse goals which, in fact, are only covers for the leaders'
"real” goals...also followers associate themselves with groups
for reasons other than unmixed devotion to the explicity or
commonly understood goals of those groups. (p.3)...a goal-centered
view of politics comprehends what is worthwhile in a structure-
centered view and at the same time draws attention to crucial
sorts of activity not included in that view,..

The use of the concept is a means to an end; here it is part of a
method of analysis., The employment of this concept affords us a means

of breaking into the social process generally and into a process in
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particular with minimal assumptions about a given social structure in
order to establish the focus of the field at a given point in time,

The initial focus is upon socially shared goals but from this we move on
to the structuring of relationships and allocation of resources and
command over them both of which constitute the more basic objectives,

A socially shared goal is intended to designate some "good" which
is in limited supply and to which there is some limited access. As
Swartz suggests above, particular goals may be both ends as well as means:
immediate goals may function as means to the "real" or long-term goals
or ends which individuals or groups seek.

Since the evolving society as well as the maturing and adapting
individual are never static, the goals do not remain the same. What was
formerly valued positively and competed for may no longer attract com-
petitors and may in fact acquire a negative value. The Mossi formerly
fought and died to achieve the naam., They no longer do this. Conversely,
land vhich was more plentiful and a mere place to cultivate, to de dis-
pensed with vhen it was no longer productive, now has become scarcer.
Modern agricultural methods and cash-cropping has brought it into the
market as a limited good in_some places.

In a very real sense a goal can only be associated with an individual.
Goals may indeed be imputed to human groups but we must then recognize
the elliptical manner in which we are speaking, for goals reflect
intention and purpose and these are psychological processes, processes
vhich can only be assigned to the choice-making individuals. Yet
goals, as well as the values which underlie them, are social phenomena
as wvell, Goals are defined by and provided in some social and cultural

milieu. As such, ideas about specific goals are shared by at least some
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of this social context. These ideas include cognitions about the goal,
evaluations about its relative worth, strategies about the means of
reaching it, and the relative "costs" involved in attaining it. The
effort of some, as Swartz, Turner and Tuden (1966:4-5) to separate
private and social goals seems unconvincing since, "private goals" are
socially derived and "social goals" express the consensus of a number
of purposive individuals.

The concept goal furnished a focus for interpreting the movement of
actors and resources in the field, and thus provides a means of observing
and evaluating the structuring and cleaving processes in a common field.
As noted above, probably few goals are shared by a total society, especially
if it is a very complex and heferogeneous one., Variance is found even
within a large lineage, a village, an ethnic group, a political party or
a religious congregation., Members of any social unit generally do not
share an allegiance to its norms and beliefs--its "charter"--with equal
intensity nor do they necessarily give the same value and meaning to the
event. This would probably be so if the only intervening variable was
biological maturation. Of course cultural norms as incest taboo, for
example, require that individusls in even the simplest societies be
menmbers of more than one structured social unit. Each structured group
has its rules of conduct and sets of expectations and socially approved
ends wvhich vary to some degree and generally come into some conflict with
those of other groups. Beyond this the vast majority of societies en-
counter conditions which require that structural alignments reach outside
of kinship boundaries at least minimally into fraternal, territorial and
contractual engagements. Each group or organization has dominant shared

goals vhich are valued in a relatively independent and differential manner
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than those of other groups in the society, although the membership of
these structures may crosscut each other. Thus at different levels of
organization an actual field would have a different focus due to the
particular goals involved.

Some goals are more pervasive than others; they are shared and
sought after more than others. Yet due to the rather "organized diver-
sity" of any human society, members have goals of many types and of
different relative value among them. The pursuit of one goal (or certain
goals) at a given moment may preclude the pursuit of another (or others)
due to contradictory principles involved. Therefore the members are
required to make strategic choices between the various goals open to them
and in terms of the means which they perceive are open to them in the
achievement of the goal in question.

Since human social adjustment and cultural adaptation is an ongoing
pProcess, specific goals are constantly being redefined. The observation
above regarding the relative value which Mossi hold the chiefship now and
their attitude toward it in 1898 when the French first established them-
selves in the Upper Volta region, is an example of this., The goal of
European education is perceived differently today than it was in the
earlier part of the century as its relevance in the current adaptational
process becomes more evident and available to more individuals.

Finally, it must be remembered that the use of a "goal" is a means
of getting into and understanding more clearly the nature of the process.
Therefore if a particular goal turns out to be a mere screen for a more
valued primary goal, little is lost. In fact few actions fulfill dbut
one goal either for the individual or for groups. Whether we deal with

one or several goals simultaneously, the important issue is the
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interpretation of the process.

Available Relevant Field Environment

A given social process, and hence a field, does not stand in isolation.
In fact the very movement of persons and other types of resources through
the field boundaries sugpests the need to conceptualize a broader universe
of interaction. It is this area beyond the field which is termed here

the Available Relevant Field Environment. (Due to its rather unwieldy

length it will be hereafter referred to as ARFE.)

Swartz (1968:9ff) proposed the concept arena to represent particular
structures outside the field whose elements are related to the field
indirectly, that is, through the action of a participant in the field who
reaches outside its boundaries to increase his advantage in some way.
Swartz notes that the value of the arena concept:

«+.the value of the field concept can be increased by defining
a social and cultural area which is immediately adjacent to the
field both in space and time...The arena would consist of the
individuals and groups directly involved with the field partic-
ipants but not themselves directly involved in the processes in
question. The contents of the arena would include the resources
values, rules of the constituents of the arena but not in use in
the field and the relationships of the members of the arena to
each other and to the resources would be its structure...The
usefulness of this second space would depend upon it focusing
theoretical attention on important problems which might not
have been so clear were we to proceed with the concept "field"
alone...The arena's structure is important to an understanding
of the field.

He raises a valid theoretical and methodological question relative
to the need to conceptualize this secondary space from which elements
become available to the field-process. His concept "arena", however,
has both strengths and weaknesses which warrant some comment before
proceeding.

He correctly points out that there are elements "out there" which
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are potentially available for more immediate processes under scrutiny.
These elements fall into the same kinds of categories as do those within
the field: persons, values, rules, meanings, and material resources. Thus
they have currency and value within the field.

Yet one might ask if the term "arena" conveys exactly those semantic
qualities most desired here. There is first a lesser but real problem,
that of the ambiguity of the term due to its different usages. Nicholas
(1966:52-54) and Bailey (1957:105-106) use "arena", for example, inter-
changeably with "field". Swartz' use of the term is of course more re-
stricted., This ambiguity could easily lead to confusion,

The very strength and value of this method lies in seeking to retain
a kind "pristine innocence” of the social structures of a given social

aggregate at this level of analysis. This commits the analyst essentially

to the behavioral plane and to the search for events and elements relevant
to the actors and to their interrelationships. It constitutes an effort
to avoid positing structural boundaries and enduring structural relation-
ships prematurely, that is, before the investigation warrants it. Yet

in much of his discussion on the concept "arena", Swartz deals with
explicit social structures (e.g. Zulus versus the South African government )
(1968:13). In fact he writes that "the arena's structure is important to
an understanding of the field". (Italics mine.)

Now, unless he has already studied a given arena as a field, how is
he in a position to speak of its structure, except in a very tentative
way? To suggest the "importance” of some structure outside the field
implies that we know the characteristics of the structure. I suggest
that this may not always be the case. It seems that he falls afoul of

the very structuralism which he decries elsewhere (1969). He makes
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structural assertions before empirical investigations warrant them. If
indeed a given arena has been studied as a field, it could possibly be
referred to as a "secondary field", or, on the other hand, by its
structural label since its characteristics have been established, Justi-
fying discourse on it, "Arena" in this latter sense, however, may then
become a somewhat redundant term.

I propose that the introduction of a concept like "arena" which
suggests a secondary delimited space is somewhat erroneously conceived.
One can delimit a field by the relationships existing between components
as they interrelate in respect to a given process and the goal (or goals)
around which it is focused. Further, one can delimit a social structure
by its status relationships and boundary phenomena, I submit that though
Svartz writes the language of "field" somewhat when he discusses "arena",
he gives no delimiting criteria for the latter, while he does so for the
former. The result is generally discourse in terms of labelled structures
to which he tacks the term "arena", suggesting its immediate function in
relation to the field.

Yet one may ask why the area outside the field must be regarded
necessarily as structured. It most generally would be: a chief would
drav support from administrative levels outside the village, for example.
The nature of the structures outside the field (about which neither the
analyst nor some actors may have accurate information are generally of

lesser significance; rather it is the actors' perceptions and use of a

resource qua support drawn from this environment and which is brought
into the field which is important in the interpretation of a given field

situation.




g velation 0

Wil aseiting
LNALE ol
Seravicr, o

L
persz's a
ne ftire
BT

-
es e lll

®ilevig o

CUreis 92 ¢he

.).lg
Lty
4,
"I.ion



39

In this regard an analogy to Kurt Lewin's view of "life-space"” and
its relation to the time dimension may be useful. Hall and Lindzey write
of his position:

Although neither the past nor the future can affect present

behavior, according to the principle of contemporaneity, the

person's attitudes, fellings, and thoughts about the past and

the future may have considerable influence upon his conduct
(1957:222).

While his position--seeking to separate the flow of time from the
analysis of the systemic "life-space" process--seems to be a bit dogmatic
and overstated, we note the importance he places upon the individual's
evaluations and uses of things remembered and things projected into the
future in the present context. Compare this with the evaluation and use
of a given resource drawn from the environment outside the field. The
rarticular structure of this environment--and the measure to which it
takes on this quality--is a matter of secondary importance. Thus, the
use of relationships with a missionary to enhance one's position in
agriculture or in gaining more influence in a village may have little
to do with the missionary's role in the Mission structure--in fact it may
reflect a quite different view of his functions as seen by himself and the
Mission., The same could be said for a local school teacher possibly.

The nature of an "arena” can be stated with rigor only after it becomes
the direct focus of a field analysis. Until then, although it will bde
necessary to refer to social structures outside the field, it must not
be assumed that their nature and importance are isomorphic with the
perceptions and uses by actors in the field. To illustrate the point,
the national administration, the Koupela Naaba's court, the Catholic

Mission, etc., are labels possibly representing to their members vastly
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different characteristics and functions than the villagers of Téngh
regard them. This suggests that in spite of our use of structural
and status labels outside the field that we seek not to assume (for
a given process) qualities about these which the actors in the field
do not apparently perceive,

This leads us back to the concept "Available Relevant Field Environ-
ment"”, It is hoped that it will incorporate the positive attributes of
"arena” and avoid certain weaknesses of it.

ARFE refers to the immediate social, cultural, and physical environ-
ment, relatively adjacent and thus available in space and time to at least
some actors in the field. The empirical facts will reveal what is avail-
adble and to whom. Behavior in the field may depend largely upon the
availability of elements from the ARFE., Many Mossi would feel that direct
access to the spirits of the ancestors and thus more supernatural power
(vhich can be brought to bear upon a given dispute, for example) is more
available to an elderly man than to a young girl.

Like the concept "arena", ARFE includes only those aspects which are
relevant to the process in the field: individuals, groups, values, rules,
and material resources--anything which can serve one's advantage in a given
process as it relates to some social goal (or goals). What is proximate,
however, may not be relevant. The gold and manganese of Upper Volta were
available long before they became relevant to social and cultural pro-
cesses there. What is more, it must be pointed out that this sense of
relevance is not necessarily shared throughout the field by all actors
involved. Thus an educated male villager would undoubtedly perceive the
relevance of voting and taxation differently than an illiterate woman.

Both would act according to his or her perceptions. The importance of
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this factor is made clearer below in the discussion of "resources”.

Relevance is of course associated with the time dimension. A
superior chief is less a support (or threat) in a local field situation
today than he would have been in the past. The example from Geertz
cited above illustrates this fact as well; national political parties
vere more relevant to some than to others.

The term field in the definition is of essence here since the
relevance of the recognized, mobilized resource is pertinent to a given
social process. This relevance may not be constant, As an example,
while secondary trading ties may be relevant to a market activity, they
need not be considered when the same actors are dealing with some problem
relative to affecting their relationships as brothers in the Moslem faith,.
A fact which flows from the nature of crosscutting ties is the desir-
ability and even the necessity of muting certain relationships, values,
and rules in order that a given transaction may be successfully achieved.
The goals shift and so do the means of attaining them.

The term, environment, is intended to carry the generally accepted
relatively non-delimited conception of space., Since, as I point out above
there is no way to set boundaries on the possible environmental elements
vhich may be marshalled into a process, it seems unreasonable to employ
a term like "arena" for such a space, since it suggests boundaries. The
fact that some aspects of the environment are structured is a secondary
importance. The impressions of certain actors within the field regarding
a person or a social structure in the ARFE may be erroneous and even prove
to be illusory. Nonetheless what actors believe to be the nature of
things is most generally the basis of their behavior and thus that of

the subsequent structuring within a field.
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As this method is employed to explicate the nature of social ties
and cultural patterns, the result should probably yield an increasingly
meaningful structured environment for the analyst to perceive. Such a
method should reveal patterns of both ephemeral as well as more enduring
relationships.

The ARFE around T&ngé contained several villages connected to persons
in Téng& through consanguineal, affinal, trading and religious ties.
Koupela served as the base for several important aspects of the ARFE:
the administration with its various agencies, the Koupela Naaba's court
and relatives, the Mission, a Moslem congregation, and a rather important
daily market. The important market town of Pwit@ngf 20 or so Kilometers
awvay and even Ouagadougou, over 100 miles away, the home of ministers,
politicians, relatives and friends, produces significant inputs into the
local field from time to time. Theoretically the ARFE would have no
outer limit.

Resources

While differential command over resources (including persons) may be
regarded as the language of politics, it is here contended that, seen in
terms of degrees of mastery over one's environment, it is part of the
broader question of social and cultural adaptation and structure,.

Given a particular social goasl and some event(s) which make the
procurement or the manipulation of the goal advantageous to certain
actors, activities are set in motion and energy is expended to mobilize
resources vhich act as supports for a given actor or group in respect
to the desired end. The process of mobilizing resources constitutes
those activities which assist in defining the field.

Since we focus on a goal we view any kind of resource as pertinent
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L3

to the process. Anything which contributes to the support of an actor
or group in respect to a goal may be regarded as a resource.2 These may
be material or ideational; they may be persons or things; they may de
social ties which in other contexts could be regarded as kinship,
territorial economic, political, "associational” or whatever. The line
no longer exists here between "traditional” and current or "modern”.
Customary rules and more formal codes, moral norms, and legal statutes
all may be appealed to for support and will thus become resources in a
particular social process.

Within the context of the pursuit of a given social end diverse sets
or relationships may be tapped by what Bailey referred to as "bridge-
actions™ (1960:248), Thus a participant in a field may mobilize social
capital drawn on the role he plays in one institution in the ARFE to
enhance his position in another which bears more directly in a field
situation. Skinner (1960:403) skilfully shows how the prominent Manga
Naaba was able to press his advantage in modern political fields. He
vrote:

The differential treatment that the Manga Naaba receives from

the administration is obvious to everyone...it was the political

pover of this educated chief which was responsidble for Manga

becoming an administrative subdivision.

This illustrates as well the essential breakdown or muting of
categorical distinctions which may occur when one is seeking a partic-
ular goal. The "traditional" symbols of power, the network of kinship
ties and relationships linked to the chiefship were legitimate resources
to call upon for support in the Manga Naaba's bid for more power in a

completely different kind of field.

No resource is so critical as that of at least relative command over
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persons. In times past a chief and lineage elders had privileged rights
over persons which they so (had authority over, "own", controlled to
some degree), Their role as middle men between the colonial power and
the masses of people changed through time and increasingly such rights
were eroded away. Some authority exercised through the chiefship or
eldership remains, however., The colonial administration, schools, Islam,
Christianity, wage labor and migration, increased market activity, political
parties, and national independence all represent institutions which have
intentionally or unintentionally successfully competed for this resource:
direct command over people, which was once the hegemony of elders and
chiefs,

The shift in command has been piecemeal, an evolutionary process,
and thus it is not fully recognized until it reaches spectacular and
institutionalized levels. Whereas "customary” relations between a chief
or elder and the people constituted what has been termed "multiplex" ties
(several social links with the same person), the institutions named above
by-and-large invoke "simplex" ties (single or few ties between persons).
The latter controls only a portion of a person's time and energies. In
a village school, the teacher has the children only a certain number of
hours a day, and none at all during the vacation. The competing religions
may impose certain proscriptions but the convert remains to a large degree
"Mossi" culturally. Viewed negatively from the vantage point of a chief
or elder, it is the aggregate of so-called modern institutions which
have replaced their command over people. Viewed from the other direction,
we see that the bridgehead of a single "simplex" tie is often expanded
into a multiplex tie relationship. Thus we will show that in respect to

the structuring process this increasing command over persons (as well as
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other resources) is essentially the key to social and cultural evolution
in Téng8. However, it will also be seen that a decrease in hegemony of
command over people from dominant centers does not necessarily mean

that a new monopoly over this significant resource develops. The means

to generate such a monopoly is either not present or if it is, it may not
be recognized by those with such potential. Institutionalized levelling
mechanisms exist to prevent it in a statless society. Among local-level
factions in more modern situations, as among the Mossi, a kind "bi-centric"
or "multi-centric" stand-off may occur in the structuring process.

In the social process where, for example, a market leader (e.g. head
butcher or wholesaler of kola nuts) may have several underlings (kamba,
"children") or where a religious teacher may have a number of converts,

o0 ® may protest the use of "command" over such human resources since

the ties are ostensibly of & simplex nature and the end is not explicitly
political. Two reasons justify this designation. First, as noted above,
simplex ties can and do often develop into multiplex ties, Second, this
method seeks to uncover the structuring process before it reaches the
"relatively enduring” level where many structural analyses are made.

The recognition of resources--and in particular, human resources--(vhat-
ever the conscious intention or stated goals of the actors in a field at
a given time) is critical in prediction and for hypothesis-building.
Today one can point out several social structures in Téng& which control
at least some of the time, energies, and allegience of persons in social
events: the lineage, the naam, the school, the organization of butchers,
the organization of each quarter (though "organization" is almost an
overstatement for some in the present state), the Moslem community, the

Christian community, incipient political organization along national
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political lines, the two main factional rivals for the naam, and of
course the village as an entity itself,

On the village level one observes many processes involving coope-
ration and competition for material resources: land, food, water, animals,
tools, means of transport, materral objects with systical power, and
certain symbolic objects of prestige whose validity and efficacy depend
ufon the particular field situation.

Lineage land by definition has restricted access, if it is partic-
ularly fertile or within the general perimeter of the main village it
can be a significant resource. The lowland (baogo) is especially valued
and limited in quantity. As cash cropping has increased, wet rice
cultivation has augmented competition for lowland plots. Dry season
gardening and fruit tree cultivation has also made land near the
reservoir a more important resource., In 1958 the government sent a
tractor and plow to T&ngA which proceeded to plow up much of the lowland
for rice culture, The colonial administration arbitrarily gave rights to
plots to individuals within the village and even to some living outside
the village. The existing lineage rights were apparently ignored. The
ambiguity of the situatiom as to land rights was intolerable for some,
it would seem., Many did not return to cultivate their plot the second
year.

Food is not only an indispensable resource for personal survival
but also & means of maximizing one's social and economic position. This
is particularly true when grain becomes transformed into the common fermented
drink, d&sm. Dfam functions as the lubricant for most significant social
gatherings: communal hoeing and harvesting, marriages, funerals, market

days and all sorts of holidays whether "traditional” or "modern"
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(national, Christian), with the exception of strict Moslem festivites,
where alcoholic drinks are formally proscribed. A supply of food and
drink is mandatory if one desires to advance economically and socially.
This depends upon the pervasive principle of reciprocity and the
creation of social obligations which generous hospitality generates.

It is significant in this context that the Moslem/Non-Moslem
cleavage was particularly expressed in terms of food and drink. One
man from a predominently Christian lineage developed stomach trouble and
could not drink dfam, so it was assumed by some of my informants that
he would eventually become a Moslem since "E.EE.ZEBQE.Qéég.IEr (he
doesn't drink daam).

Water comes from wells and an all-season small reservoir (created
by the damming of a small rainy season "river”, primarily to provide a
causeway for a main national highway). Concrete-lined wells are found
in only six locations. Relatively few people have access to the dry
season river gardening area. Thus water as a goal and resource can be
significant.

Although the population is primarily sedentary farmers, goats,
sheep and cattle are herded to some measure. An animal, particularly
a cow, is an important capital investment. It is a hedge against the
uncertainties of the future. The social function of animals is probably
less important among Mossi than in many societies (where they figure
importantly in bride price and as symbols of lineage solidarity and
wealth) so their importance as a resource is more limited, especially
in the geographical area of this study.

Tools, particularly in subsistence technology, have not varied

greatly probably for hundreds of years. However, access to donkey- or
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ox-drawn plows has become somevhat significant., The efficient use of
Plows seems to generate the sbandonment (in part anyway) of communal
cultivation. The social ties implied by communal work constitutes a
multi-functional resource and is not to be lightly put aside., There-
fore technological advantage is not necessarily an unmixed blessing.
The local catechist, when asked why he had left his donkey-plow at
home, asked rhetorically "What will I do with all the people in my
yard?® Social ties must be maintained.

Custom plowing is done by owners of large tracxors and plows within
the district. It is expensive and few can afford it. The ability to hire
this machinery materially improves production and thus one's economic
status in the village. No land was so cultivated, however, the year
which this study was made.

The naam tibo is the material symbol of the chiefship. Accounts
vary but it seems that 2 or 3 close to the chief are guardians of it.
This resource is directly connected to rights in the chiefship and thus
to indigenous political power. Its worth as a support is of course
lessened with the reduction of power in the hands of chiefs.

Other mystical objects, particularly amulets are worn by virtually
everyone--Mossi ancestor worshippers, Moslems or Christians--for protection
and well-being. The ability to produce objJects of this sort for a
number of different purposes is equally a useful resource. A neighbor
of mine could make tiim ("medicine”) which could protect, place a curse,
keep a wife faithful, or assure one success in wife abduction, He
apparently did not abuse his "gifts” and was respected in the community.

Rules (and implicitly the values with which they are associated)

constitute a kind of resource which, if appealed to or manipulated in
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the correct fashion, can be used to the advantage of persons or groups.
Rules in this context are essentially "norms" of any kind however
formal or informal and however limited or widespread their application
may be. Nicholas (1968:302) reflects my position:

In common understanding, rules are propositions about behavior,

stating vhat one may or may not do, directing that certain kinds

of actions be performed while enjoining others, distinguishing

between right and wrong, correct and incorrect conduct.

It will be remembered that most societies (and certainly Mossi
society) are multi-structured. Though rules for one structure in a
society may not be contradictory to those of another structure, they are
never completely congruent. Discrepencies occur and even contradictions
are found, especially where a society is culturally heterogeneous. Rules
are therefore often not functionally related. Some are obeyed while
others are broken or at least ignored or held in abeyance. Note one
Mossi dilemma: A "good™ Mossi child assists with the hoeing of millet
during the rainy season. School, however, is in session dwring at least
part of the hoeing season. A "good™ Mossi student does not miss class.

A strategic choice must be made by the child and his parents. Or, a
"200d" Mossi brings occasional gifts to those whom he regards as superior
to him (who thus are obligated to assist him from their positions of
pover when the former is in need). Yet a "good" commis (government
clerk) does not accept gifts-—-"bribes". The desire or seeming necessity
to follow certain rules with all the consequences while disobeying others
(and possibly suffering for it) is part of any field process. Even a
cursory observation of a society makes abundantly clear the fact that
rules need not be obeyed and indeed many at all levels are not obeyed

all the time. As I have pointed out above, it is sometimes impossible
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to obey all the rules. This means that differential rules constitute
options and therefore a resource which can be worked to the advantage
or disadvantage of actors in the field.

In regard to rules there are many kinds among the Mossi: lineage
rules, marriage rules, rules concerning strangers, rules of etiquette,
rules relating to reciprocity between a chief and his people, admini-
strative "legal” rules, rules for courts, school rules, market rules,
ete. Nicholas (1968:302-306) sought to point out distinctions between
"moral principles"™, "jural rules” and "pragmatic rules" in political
contexts. While such efforts may have some utility, they are often
unconvincing. Those of European cultural heritage place great emphasis
on coercive sanctions associated with "jural rules" and too often ignore
our cultural biases in not giving proper weight to the credence accorded
alleged supernaturally-imposed sanctions by participants where such
sanctions may elicit greater compliance than the most stringent coercive
sanctions. The kind of thinking that assigns everything political or
Judicial to a given set of statuses or offices further obscures the
issue, It is common knowledge that certain codified "Jjural rules" are
ignored in certain contexts as cavalierly as some "moral principles”.

I wish to suggest that the meaning and importance of a rule depends
fundamentally upon the particular circumstance--the social process. A
more highly educated person will probably have learned greater respect
for certain formal laws; a peasant is probably more influenced by
mystical sanctions. Moral principles—even legal codes--provide less
poverful negative sanctions when there is a handy escape route across a
national border. In a word, it would appear that "rules" as defined

earlier as a rather undifferentiated set of norms serves our purpose
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best when regarding them as resources and potential supports for social
action.

Finally, information is a very significant resource. Even in a
relatively economically egalitarian society, there is privileged infor-
mation. Most generally the elderly males among the Mossi are the
principle repositaries not only of knowledge of Mossi culture, but they
are also endowed with wisdom to know when and under what circumstances
to dispense it. Thus geneologies, irregular circumstances of birth, an
almost forgotten act of a "kinsman's™ former "stranger" status is
knowledge which is essentially the property of the elderly. A thorough
knowledge of dogem miki (Mossi custom), knowledge of curing skills, of
proverbs and of moral tales further enhanced their prestige.

Yet competing structures as the colonial and now national admin-
stration, schools, new religious congregations, technical training
institutions and the like have profoundly changed the flow of information
locally. All kinds of privileged information is purveyed by individuals
of diverse status. Access to this information is generally institution-
alized but unlike the past, it is probable that almost anyone has some
access to some kind of special information that he can turn to his
advantage.

Small children, reading French, now inform their fathers on certain
matters, reversing past patterns. A relative of Koupela Naaba ZAaare in
T&ngl may possess information of the latter's court that the local chief
does not have since customary lines of communication either no longer
exist or they are no longer efficient. It seems highly significant that

only those with a long (several years) exposure to gardening for whites
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or a chief are the ones who are successfully planting trees and dry
season gardens, This information they obviously turn to their advantage.

Lines of communication should ideally run from each quarter of the
village to the chief, then on to higher echelons of customary admini-
stration. In fact, confessional, trading and friendship ties crosscut
boundaries of quarters and often information is circulated rather
"horizontally", and may not reach the chief at all.

By custom a diviner or the Pwe Naaba (a special official who divined
for guilt of adultery among a chief's wives) claimed special powers
to know what others do not or cannot know. Now competing agencies give
interpretations which may conflict with theirs. Yet "conflicting" may
not be seen by those in the field as necessarily contradicting, mutually
exclusive,

While I was living in Téngé, a small girl became ill. The hospital
diagnosed her illness as hepatitis and subsequently treated her until
she was well. At the same time her family went to a diviner regarding
the girl and was told that one of the wives in the lineage was a sdeya
(a spirit eater, a "witch"). The latter had temporarily hidden the
spirit of the girl in a kind of earth shrine--a t&ngande--apparently with
intent of "devouring"” it later. The diviner successfully urged the spirit
to come out and to enter into a small clay pot with water in it. It was
capped and delivered to the hospital. During the night the child's head

was washed in this water and her "siiga leben k2 a yasa" ("spirit entered

her again"). Assuming that this dilemma would be revealing, I asked an
elderly man vhat he considered to be the reason for her recovery, hoping
to sbstract his interpretation of the cause. The ansver was "Wennam n

mane bala” ("God did it; that's all"). The intellectual problem of
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handling such a "contradiction” did not seem to exist for him. This leads
to vhat seems presently to be one of the most interesting aspects of the
research and of the method that made me aware of it.

The above experience and several others brought an awareness that
the researcher may easily impose his information upon a particular status
or social structure, The following will not only illustrate this but
should also show the importance of context for proper interpretation.

The term sdeya above is related to s8odo. The latter has been
translated as witcheraft (Skinner 1964:88) and as sorcery (Pageard 1969:
125.126). Considering our predispositions as to the semantic features
of such terms, it vould be easy to introduce attitudes which are not
those of the participants. A second example will make the point clearer,.

A "Moslen" in Téngi must be seen both in historical and spatial
terms to be understood adequately. The earliest "Moslems" were simply
Yarse traders coming from the north (generations before from Mali).

To be Yarse was to be Moslem it would appear, although they drank diam
and did other things that Moslems are now enjoined not to do. Perhaps

b0 years ago or more, the first imam (teacher) came. He is a very
affable old man but does not have the reputation of being too strict.

One non-Moslem villager spoke admiringly of his willingness to carry some
dog meat (tabooed by Moslems) to a friend who ate it. Several years
later a local Yarga went away and became a rather thorough convert to
Islam. As the imam now in charge, he adheres to the tenets of the

Koran more closely than any before him.

The social differentiation has become progressively marked from the
earliest times when little separation was allowed until the present which

sees a rather marked cleavage existing between the strictest Moslems and
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and most of the village, especially non-Moslems.

Spatially, one may begin with the younger imam's quarter where none
but Moslems live. The imam has rather effectively usurped the decision-
making from the alleged head of the quarter. Generally funerary ceremon-
ies are completely taken over by Moslems. The quarter in which the old
iggg lives contains Yarse almost exclusively but some are hardly prac-
ticing Moslems. The head of the quarter is not the imam,

Finally, several Moslems, generally Mossi, live interspersed among
their kinsmen. Their praying, fasting, abstinence from ddam-drinking
and from rituals for the ancestors leaves much to be desired when matched
by the standards of the first group.

A similar account could possibly be reconstructed for the develop-
ment of the Christian community and for the evolution of political sophis-
tication locally.

We are thus directed to recognize several things. First, that in-
formation is spread unevenly relative to persons, to time, and to spatial
context. Second, that status and structural labels do not mean the same
thing anytime and at any place either to the "ingroup” or to the "outgroup”.
Third, given the rather rudimentary level of information about non-
customary structures (even by most of the adherents) in such a village
as Téngl we can understand more clearly the reasons for 1) the paucity
of boundary phenomena relative to these structures and 2) the large area
of social "space" virtually untouched by cleavage-making ties which
potentially mitigate against village unity. Given improved systems of
communication, more education and greater population movement, the ability

to monopolize lines of information has become extremely difficult, The
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resource, "information", critical to local processes seems to be found
more often in the ARFE in such structures as the administration, the
school, or the Koupela court. The field participants in the best
position to gain such information are in better positions within the field.
It should be remembered that a resource advantage for an individual is
also generally an addition to the repertory of the social structure with
wvhich he is associated. This of course is pertinent in the restructuring
of village social life.
Supports

The assumption that behavior is generally purposive, that is, directed
toward some end, has led to the positing of goal-seeking as the initial
focus of our analysis. As it develops, actors marshall social capital
and are themselves marshalled by others along with other concrete and
abstract entities as resources. As the process develops positive as well
as negative or countervailing elements become manifest or are brought into
the field from the ARFE. Hence, in respect to a given element or partic-
ipant in the field, another may operate as either a positive or negative
valence. This can be conceptualized as a support. A support may be
regarded as a resource which has been "put to work”, Whereas emphasis
was placed upon what a resource is, the emphasis here shifts to what a
support does, A support may be anythings which operates to increase the
advantage of the object which it supports in a given process and in re-
spect to a particular goal. Following Swartz, Turner and Tuden (1966:10)
somewhat in their definition of the term one can describe a positive
support as "anything that contributes to the formulation and/or imple-
mentation” of social ends. These ends and processes may be regarded

as either conjunctive or disjunctive as they relate to a particular
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perceived system of structured relationships.

Where attention is focused upon a social structure or system, legiti-
mate concern is directed toward the function of the constituent parts in
respect to the system. Much of the earlier structure-functionalist work
especially tended to be rather teleological; the outcome was rather pre-
disposed by the premises. Fixed boundaries were assumed to enclose a
system that tended toward an alleged equilibrium. Features which were
harmonious with this view were "functional"; others were "dysfunctional”.
Such a view rather reifies society, an abstraction. It becomes a "thing"
which "does" certain things. Such a theory and method described inter-
relationships rather well but explained little in the causal sense.

However, since our concern in this research is not with systems and
hence not a search for functional and dysfunctional attributes, "support”
is presented as an essentially "neutral" term to point out dynamic relation-
ships between an object and an element which in some way underlies and
contributes to it. Thus a belief in people who devour the spirits of
others (sofiaba) is a positive support for the status of diviner (baga),
vhile at the same time it may be a negative support for a local health
program predicated on European ideas of causality of afflictions labelled
88do (spirit-eating, "witchcraft"). The reservoirs that dot the Upper
Volta constitute a positive support of modern agriculture methods; they
constitute a negative support for certain disease-control programs.

Thus, the field, and not a structure has been defined as the locus
of study; a particular goal, and not the maintenance of some ethereal
equilibrium by some functional interaction, is seen as the object of
purposive action within the field.

One might state the matter in propositional terms: A is a positive
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support for B in respect to B's relation to (or pursuit of) goal G. Or,
A is a negative support for B in respect to B's relation to (or pursuit
of) goal G. Further, A may be a support for several objects (B,C,D...n).
Since we are not speaking of a system and therefore not function, a
single support may be viewed as both a positive and negative support as
I have shown above. Thus, while A is viewed as a positive support for
B in respect to goal G, by virtue of that very fact A may be viewed as
a negative support for C in respect to the same goal G. This is
especially true in competitive fields for scarce goods.

Drawing again from Swartz, Turner and Tuden (1966:10), we note a
possible fruitful distinction between direct and indirect supports:

Direct support is not mediated through an additional process

or entity. Indirect support comes to its object through
another object of support.

Supports may be viewed as direct or indirect, the latter serving as
a designation for secondary supports which are mediated through some
other process or element (Swartz, Turner and Tuden 1966:23-24), The
support which the administration gave to the procedures for electing
local chiefs proved to be an indirect positive support for the present
chief and an indirect negative support for the members of the Koupela
Naaba's family which exercised direct authority from the 1920's until
the election in 1964, On the other hand the presence of kinsmen to those
who took over the chiefship during those years has been a direct positive
support to these chiefs, but a direct negative support to the former
chiefs and the present chief.
Through this method one seeks to observe the changes that ensue when
a given support is removed from the field or when a particular support

enters the field in relation to a particular object.
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Social Phase Development Method

Kurt Lewin (1951:130, 152) wrote:

It is widely accepted today that we need positive means of

bringing...various types of facts together in such a way

that one can treat them on one level without sacrificing

the recognition of their specific characteristies...

One of the foremost tasks of fact-finding and observation.,.

is to supply reliable data about thos properties of the

field as a whole.

Members of any society slowly become enculturated until they are
capable of participating fully in those aspects of social life in which
they are found. The assignment of meaning and value is part of this
adaptive process., The anthropologist generally is not permitted to
follow such a route. Ultimately his aim, however, is to provide a
"theory of competence"--on the order of "social grammar"--which ideally
would account for and ostensibly generate acceptable behavior in the
society which he is studying. This has not been fully achieved even in
one of the more stable areas of culture--language--so it is clear we are
far from anything like a rigorous approximation in other areas such as
social structure. (Burling 1964:20-28, McNeill 1970:145). Such efforts
as functional theory, conflict theory, ethno-science, and various
statistical correlations of particular aspects of social life represent
attempts to generate eventually such a theory.

As indicated above, this study is directed at something less ambitious

yet fundamental to good theory. It deals with discovery procedure.

(Chomsky 1956:51), a competent method of "breaking into the system” and
seeking to view process--including the structuring process--from within.
This means gaining an acquaintance with both the standards for structural

orientation and the modes of adaptation to outside interference, and
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finally finding a means of interpreting the feedback which exists between
the two.

The social phase development method is offered as a discovery pro-
cedure., It is a conceptual device which provides the researcher with a
means of moving into the continuum of social life, into the stream of
events, in order to engender a sounder basis for the "competence theory"
which we desire,

Such a method should be able to handle any behavior which is gener-
ated in a society, providing a means to place it in rational and thus
meaningful perspective. Ultimately it should be able to deal with all
levels of any society. It should be able to deal with both conjunctive
("functional”™) and disjunctive ("dysfunctional”) processes. It should
account for both the process of the breakdown of structured authority
with its lessening control over resources as well as the development
of nev foci of command which expand into wider areas of acceptance and
legitimation as more resources are drawn into their range of control.

As Turner wrote of the aims of processual analysis:

...to show how the general and the particular, the cyclical

and the exceptional, the regular and the irregular, the

normal and the deviant, are interrelated in a single social

process,

In fact the social process is often an account of the "general”, the
"eyclical™, the "regular" and the "normal" becoming less so; and, con-
versely the particular, the exceptional, the irregular and the deviant
becoming the more regularized and normative over time,

The social phase development method includes the concepts discussed

above within the framework of six sequential steps which seek to reflect
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the unfolding of a social and cultural process. Briefly these steps are:
1) Presence and recognition of a socially shared goal.
2) 1Initial focal event (which the goal elicits or underlies).
3) Crystallization and assessment of relationships and support.

L) Marshalling of support and/or reckoning with countervailing
elements and tendencies.

5) Resolution of the process: adjustive mechanisms.
6) New resource distribution and structural alignments.

Presence and recognition of a socially shared goal. The discussion above

rather adequately explains the role of goal in the schema presented here.
The concept figures prominently in other theories of society it might be
noted (e.g. Parsons and Shils 1951:4, 53; Lewin 1951:39). Swartz use
of the concept has already been mentioned (1968:2ff). As pointed out
the shared goal becomes the focus for the developing social field during
the entire process which follows some focal event,

Initial focal event, "Event” represents the initial behavior(s) which

goal-seeking elicits. In a disjunctive and competitive situation it may
be viewed as Turner's "breach of regular norm-governed social relations"”
(1957:91) and the "breach of peace" in Swartz, Turner and Tuden (1966:32).
A death, a marriage, an illegitimate pregnancy, an unexpected rainfall,
a fight, an election, the proposed erection of a school or a dam are a
few conceivable events which could set off social processes in a village
like Téng& which would yield significant insights into the social structure
and culture.

The event occurs or becomes pertinent because of the presence of
particular desired ends or goals and of the presence of motivated persons

seeking the latter. For the actors the goal is logically prior for the
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event to be socially significant. However, it should be noted that in

terms of field technique for an anthropologist the order is generally

reversed. Only after an event occurs and behavior is observed does one
perceive the object toward which the parties are striving, especially
the more important "real” goals.

In a sense the recognition of a shared goal and the occurrence of

some focal event are preliminary to the social process. They set the

conditions which ensue in the main body of the process which follows.

Crystallization and assessment of relationships and support. In retro-

spect this might be regarded as a kind of status quo ante., Studies on
segmentary lineages have clarified a point that is in fact true of any
society: that many social ties exist in rather latent form much of the
time and become manifest only when some event or set of events make them
relevant and thus the object or instrument for social action. An event
crystallizes and brings into relief not only the fact of social ties

but their relative strength. (Structural studies often neglect the
latter.)

In addition, the relative distribution of resources qua support in
respect to elements in the field now becomes manifest in light of the
particular event. Thus, the same relationships and the same resources
may take different value and relevance depending on the focal event and
the goal involved.

The existential elements and relationships are one thing; the assess-
ment—the perception--of the situation by the participants in the process
need not be, and generally cannot be the same. Yet this difference is
critical, for actors make decisions relative to their opposition and to

resources in terms of what they perceive the field situation to be. In
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an effort to avoid "sticky" involvement with values and goals, many
structural studies ignore the actor's perceptions and assessments, I
submit, to the contrary, that this data is pertinent, not only in direct-
ing subsequent strategy but on the more abstract level, it is a determin-
ant for new structural configurations and normative patterns of thought.

Besides assessing relationships and resources, the participant in
the field must take into account what Nicholas has termed "technical
facts" (1968:304). These are rather unalterable existential consider-
ations which must be considered.

Technical facts are statements about what members of society

regard as "necessary”. An individual who does not have access

to agricultural land cannot cultivate. With an acre of land,

a pair of bullocks, a plough, seed, and irrigation water, one

can grow a certain amount of rice and no more. I may have an

airtight case proving that land now being cultivated by someone

elge is mine, but if there is a year's backlog of land cases in

the court, then I will not get a crop from that land this

season....These,,..technical facts...place constraints upon any

course of action. (Ibid)

Some examples of "technical facts™ in Téngf are the increasing lack
of arable land, the unpredictable rain supply, the problem and expense
of transporting products to market, the advantage of speaking French
wvhen seeking something from the administration or in an urban area.

Another consideration which Nicholas (1968:306) presents concerns
the analyst and his assessment of the social process; for while the
"inside" view is indispensable, his view of things external to the field
is equally valuable. "Regularities™ is the term which Nicholas applies
of propositions

about variables or relationships outside the society that

influence the nature and course of...action within it,

Indian villagers, for example, may deal with the absolute

shortage of agricultural land as a technical fact, but they

rarely connect this fact with the increase in population...
They know the immediate effects of clinics, dispensaries
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and DDT spraying, but they do not see how the operation of

these factors lengthens the average life span and adds to

the strain on their meager resources. (;yig)

The observer of the social process, therefore, must not only seek
to follow the assessments of the participants but must do more. The
degree that he can gain insight into "regularities" (which are, in effect,
abstract correlations) the more fruitful his method and the greater the
predictive value of his theory. There are two words of caution in
reference to this, however. First, his assumed "regularity" may not be
wholly accurate; and, second, he must not inadvertently assume that the
actors (or at least all the actors) in the field possess such knowledge.
For example, some adults, eager desire to have a school in a village,
often do not clearly correlate such education with the breakdown in
family responsibilities and in social control by the lineage over the
young. A "regularity" was somewhat accidentally uncovered on one
occasion by the villagers. The Mission has & rule which says that a
person desiring baptism must abandon illicit sexual partnerships. The
obvious result was that those with a freer sexual life style could not
be baptized. There was--at least formally--a certain correlation
between those whose sexual conduct was more circumspect and those who
were baptized. However, on at least one occasion a young woman who had
tired of a particular union (which produced one child) chose baptism
apparently as a means of ridding herself of her unwanted mate who re-
garded her as a wife, Her subsequent conduct suggested that this was
the case.

Perhaps Nicholas' idea that "regularities” are perceived only by an
outside analyst is largely true, but the above may suggest that an except-

ional and perceptive participant may also assess correspondences more
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competently than the average individual--and possibly work this to
his or her advantage in a field.

Often during this phase conflicting principles which have remained
somewvhat latent may now create unexpected frictions which must be dealt
with in the next phase. During this phase particular values, symbols,
and relationships that are either proscribed or structurally unimportant
in other circumstances may appear now to gain significance.

Marshalling of support and/or reckoning with countervailing elements and

tendencies, In a sense the marshalling of support is the constant ongoing
adaptive process. However, as we focus upon one process in respect to a
specific goal, we now follow the particular activity which produces
changes in a field subsequent to the focal event toward the resolution

of the process.

This phase entails the mobilization of support within the field based
on the possibilities that the assessment in the last phase offered. Re-
sources may be of most any sort as the above discussion indicates. They
may be drawn from within the field or from the ARFE. While we conceptu-
alize the "marshalling of supportﬁ and "reckoning with countervailing
elements and tendencies" separately, empirically, these may be one and
the same activity. Many social fields operate as a "zero-sum" game. Thus
the appropriation of positive supports may constitute a breakup or weaken-
ing of the support structure of another person, group or institution.

The marshalling of support may take place by various means and
strategies. Much of it is rather predictable and will follow normative
rules of the social structure(s) involved. In fact, as pointed out above,
some of these rules will be appealed to and regarded as a positive support.

The South African white minority presently appeals to the apartheid laws
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as a positive support for their oppressive rule of Blacks, as an instance.

Yet this method does not confine us to the examination of normative
systems. Support may be marshalled and manipulated by other means: by
intrigue, persuasion, bribery or coercion. It may be marshalled directly
or indirectly, legally or illegally, within the framework of social
institutions or outside them,

"Countervailing elements and tendencies" is not to be taken as some-
thing "dysfunction™ in the broad sense. It refers to those elements and
relationships which operate as negative supports in regard to a given
object, person or group under study. Thus "the establishment” might be
seen as a countervailing element to some subversive group and vice versa.
The concept points out in effect that the act of marshalling support--draw-
ing in resources--will entail opposing elements.

Resolution of the process: adjustive mechanisms. The culmination of the

"social drama” as conceived by Turner (1957:92) is the "reintegration or
recognition of schism”. "Resolution" of a disjunctive conflict process
may mean a restoration of relative peace, on the other hand, due to
irreconcilable contradictions there may be a "social recognition of
irreparable schism" (Swartz, Turner and Tuden 1966:37). The latter would
be relative in its consequences, depending upon the range of the field
and the components involved.

In conjunctive processes of cooperative enterprise the outcome would
probably reflect a reinforcement of the status quo. Yet no process is
free from negative aspects; and a shift of resource command even here,
however inconsequential phenomenally it may appear, may be part of pro-
found structural evolution. Many processes during the colonial period in

education, production; and marketing were like seedlings that finally
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matured, cracking walls of indigenous structures. Implicit in this
methodology is the reasonably well-founded assumption that societies
and their cultures do not change by quantum leaps. Therefore, while

in gross terms one may express the outcome in a rather either/or manner,
as Turner does, processes which terminate with the appearance of
"reintegration", may contain residual elements and attitudes which are
in fact forcing a structural adjustment as well.

The implication of this is to suggest that actors may not--and
cannot--be fully aware of all the consequences of many purposive acts
in respect to certain goals,

The "resolution of a process" is not intended to carry the meaning
of a "system at rest", if for no other reason than the fact that processes
interpenetrate each other. The balloting may be regarded as the "resolu-
tion" of a particular election, the "focal event" to the process of
governing by a given regime which the election ushered in or an aspect
of the "marshalling" phase of a party seeking ascendancy and power,

Some actors might disclaim responsibility for such unforeseen results;
others, perceiving them, appreciate the unexpected and use them in some
instances as supports in new pursuit of other, perhaps diverse, and
more ambitious goals.

Finally, it should be admitted that there is always something of the
subjective on the part of the researcher, when he assigns to certain
events and conditions the role of "resolving” a given social process.

In Chapter Eight the events of the process related in Stage V were
ultimately resolved by the election and the installation of the new
chief--a rather clearcut resolution to a dominant process in the field.

Yet Stage III which ends with Kugri's death does not exhibit the
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same kind of terminal "wrap up" ast Stage V. As we move through the
stage, the field is evolving and we see Kugri maintaining primary con-
trol. As the principal actor in the field, his death, as I viewed it,
brought to an end that particular stage of events in its major aspects.
The resolution of this process reads more like an assessment of the
relative success of the actors, particularly the chief, in respect to
the apparent goals at the opening of the stage, than some single event
of pervasive influence which "resolved" matters in such a way as to
give a completely new direction to subsequent events,

Indeed the break in the social events may well be assigned to
another point in time by a different researcher., The weight given a
particular event or set of circumstances as they may serve as a kind
of watershed depends upon the objective facts but also upon the
evaluation to some degree subjective--of the anthropologist.

Adjustive mechanisms may vary as to their cultural origin. The
persuasive wisdom of lineage elders is one example, the Mossi court
before a chief and the village elders is another. Pressures from kinsmen
and affines, mystical sanctions, rejection or acceptance by one's co-
religionists also represent such mechanisms. The present nationally-
based judicial system backed by more powerful sanctions holds dominance
in trouble cases, Adjustive mechanisms may be economic where market
decisions can be as significant as judicial ones,

Finally, it should be noted that often in Africa, various institu-
tionalized modes of adjustment work in concert to achieve a new adaptation
and distribution of resources. Chiefs have, in fact worked with both
colonial and national administration for many decades, fusing customary

principle with more formally coded administrative law to achieve
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resolutions of social problems., It is not always clear which is the
most influential in a given case, nor if institutionalized mechanisms
are more important than certain rather ad hoc ones.

New resource distribution and structural alignments. The social process

culminates in a new distribution of resources, hence a new configuration
of resources and hence of supports. "Supports" in this sense continues

to mean what it did above--a contributing force to an object in respect

to a sought-after goal., Yet supports have a latent phase; or perhaps

more accurately, they are multi-functional. They continue as supports

but in respect to new goals. Supports may become rather institutionalized,
providing the underpinnings for enduring structural arrangements.

As the above section indicates, no social structure is truly static.
The shift of resources over time means that certain structures are gain-
ing support while others are losing it. This suggests that there is
much more of the "evolutionary"” in "revolution" than is often suspected.
What may appear as a major alteration in structure may be more an
affirmation of a longer process than the abrupt "change" that it appears
to be.

In this rather lengthy discourse I have sought to lay the conceptual
groundwork for the social phase development method. Subsequently, the
sequences of a social process are set into a schema as we follow its
denouement and resulting contribution to the broader ongoing structuring
process,

Not only does a single cluster of elements contribute to different
phases of different processes, a total process may be linked to subse-
quent ones, together to become part of a larger historical process,

Turner (1957:91) has termed these constituent processes "dramas". Six
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of such "dramas" or processes which I have termed "stages", that sur-
rounded the chiefship and other social structures in Te&ng8 will be
examined in the fifth chapter. Using the conceptual framework outlined
above, we will follow not only the devolution of certain structures but

the ascendancy of others to the present day.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The Mossi: A general overview.

The present day Mossi constitute a major ethnic group in West Africa.
Their dominance rests upon both numerical and historical considerations.
As noted above, they make up roughly one-half of the total population of
the Republic of Upper Volta, occupying the central section of the country
in the White Volta River basin. They are part of a much larger group of
societies which occupy lands in Upper Volta and in the northern parts
of Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo and Dahomey. The region has been designated
as the "voltaic culture area" (Skinner 1970:187).

The Mossi refer to their land as Mogho. It is part of a much vaster
savanna grassland in which a relatively sparse deciduous forest grows.

On this land the primary source of livlihood is subsistance farming. In
pursuit of this, the Mossi employ a rather simple hoe culture, inching
over the land in a pattern of shifting agriculture. A remarkable social
and political organization has evolved in spite of the relatively simple
subsistence technology, exploiting soil poor in humus and where rainfall
is somewhat unpredictable in terms of quantity and timing.

The language of the Mossi is More. Greenberg classifies it under
the Gur subfamily of the Niger-Congo family of African languages. l!More
is a cognate language of those spoken by the Dagomba, the Kusasi, the
Nankanse, the Talensi, the !lamprusi, the “ala, the Dagari, the Birifo,
and the Namnam (Greenberg 1966:8)., A varied degree of mutual compre-

hension exists between More speakers and those who are linguistically

70
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related to them in the general region., There are, incidentally, some
significant dialectical differences between speakers in different regions
of Mogho. This does not prevent easy communication between them, however.

The Mossi are bounded by several other ethnic groups,1 some of which
are speakers of the Gur languages as noted above while others reflect
Mande origins. Along the southern border are found the Bisa who with
the Samo in the northwest are Mande groups. The Moba, Kusasi, Talensi,
Namnam and Nankamse are also found along their southern border. The
Liptako, Djelgodji and Kurumba (called Fulse by the Mossi) are found to
the northeast. Besides the Samo, the Dogon (which the Mossi refer to as
the Kibsi) are situated to the northwest. The western and southerly
boundaries touch the Gurunsi (elsewhere written variously Grusi, Grushi,
Grunshi, Gourounsi). This designation is the one given them by the
Mossi, who lump several groups together under a single rubric. They
refer to themselves as the Lela, the Nuna and the Kasena.

Most of the above peoples situated along the margins of Mossi country
constituted "stateless” societies, populations which are culturally homo-
geneous but without the centralized over-arching political structure
found at varying levels of complexity in state societies. They provided
easily accessible targets for Mossi predatory raids in pre-colonial times
and acted as a buffer zone as well, tending to reduce Mossi contact with
the world beyond, particularly during the last few centuries which
followed the initial Mossi radiation over this general territory.

The Gurma (written also Gourmantche) are situated along much of the

eastern border. They and the Moba speak cognate languages yet both are

linguistically distinct from the Mossi-Dagomba group, indicative of no
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recent common genetic affiliation. This evidence is at striking variance
wvith certain Mossi myths (and with the conclusions of some scholars)
vhich posit a link between the Gurma and the Mossi allegedly through
either an antecedent mother's brother/sister's son relationship or by
viewing both groups as descendants of different sons of Wedraogo, the
ostensible apical ancestor of the Mossi.

The organization of Mossi social and political life is oriented
around the idiom of patrilineal descent. The dominant rights and duties
relative to inheritance and succession are passed through agnatic kinship
ties. The buudu, representing a cluster of agnatically related kinsmen
expressed at any level of organization from the extended family up to
and including all Mossi (since, broadly speaking, all are descendants
of a single ancestor, Wedraogo, has traditionally been the basic social
unit, It is a multi-functional unit in which domestic production, dis-
tridbution, decision making and ritual processes are embedded.

The Mossi have a centralized hierarchical system of political officers
called nanamse (sg. 22523)2 which Europeans have variously translated as
chief, king and emperor (the last for the Mogho Naaba alone). A political
unit of command (fundamentally conceived as over persons, though in
practice it includes the idea of territory generally)3 is termed a soolem
(chiefdom). The head of each political entity is a naaba who functions
as both ruler and Judge. The most powerful of all nanamse by most
traditional accounts is the Mogho Naaba, "chief of the land of the Mossi”
and regarded as the political and ritual head of the whole of Mogho. A
nasba (hereafter generally referred to as "chief") is one who is vested

with explicit political authority; a particular soolem corresponds to the
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extent of the associated authority of the officer over it. These terms
in isolation cannot reveal the nature or dimension of authority; their
qualities can only be understood in context.

Given the relative meaning of these concepts as the Mossi use them,
it is small wonder that authors have found difficulty agreeing on the
number of Mossi kingdoms or states. Ilboudo (1966:26) gives four;
Skinner names the same ones: Ouagadougou, Tenkodogo, Yatenga, and "the
more remote Fada-N'Gourma” (1964:2). Zahan agrees but claims that
Tenkodogo was later absorbed by Ouagadougou (1967:154)., Pageard names
only two "etats Mossi"--Ouagadougou and Yatenga (1969:37-38)., Izard gives
accounts of two large kingdoms, Ouagadougou and Yatenga but adds twelve
"petits royaumes™ (1970:33). Zahan noted that the relationships of the
major, more powerful nanamse over smaller ones was '"quite distinct from
that vhich existed between feudal vassal and suzerain". Skinner concurs
that some lesser ones were quite independent. He translates a special
designation (dim) for these lesser nanamse as meaning "submit only to
God". The question of relative size and complexity and the degree of
autonomy of Mossi polities needs more detailed study in given time
periods. Such studies should give us a clearer understanding of what
constituted mere ritual and kinship ties and what composed genuine
political dominance or subordinance if one is to describe with any
degree of accuracy their number and characteristics.

The above illustrates the difficulty which one encounters in the
search for adequate descriptive terminology in English to denote the
several Mossi political units and the concomitant levels of command.

Although there exists hierarchies of command, a single term in More may
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designate structures of widely varying magnitudes (e.g. soolem) or
statuses whose attributes are vastly different (e.g. naaba). The
"system" is thus rife with ambiguities for the outsider, particularly
for those too impatient to let the society and culture reveal their
own structure. Kabore notes this danger even in the writing of a
native son, Dim Delobsom:

Il a eu, par ailleurs, trop tendance & ne voir dans les chefs

vassaux que de simples contribuables du Mogh'Naba, adoptant

ainsi une optique trop exclusivement européene.

In his description of what might be seen as an "intermediate level”
chief, the kombere, he also makes a valued corment somewhat in this
regard:

Le chef de canton est independant et g&re son canton comme bon

lui semble...Il n'a de compte & rendre & personne. Maitre absolue

dans le ressort de son canton, il n'a qu'un devoir de soumission,

d'allégeance vis a vis du roi... (1966:30).

Others may not have stated the case so strongly for such a nasaba,
but it illustrates both the danger of superimposing an imaginary or
European view of a chain of command and that of supposing that "lesser"
means complete subservience. This also suggests a certain kind of mis-
chief which structural studies do when insufficient attention is given
to the dynamics of social and political processes.

Who are the Mossi? Or stated in the singular, "Who is a Moaga?"
Although the question seems to be so elementary as to be unnecessary to

pose, there are indeed problems to be encountered in an effort to arrive

at a satisfying answer.

Michel Izard, at the beginning of his exceptionally well-done analysis

mentioned above draws together the data and theoretical persuasions of

several students of the Mossi, past and present: Delafosse (1912),
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Tauxier (1913, 1917, 192h4), Lambert (1907), Fage (1964), Levtzion (1965),
Boubou Hama (1966), plus two works done by early Moslem scholars, the

Tarikh el-fettach and the Tarikh Es-Soudan; as well as others. Iliis is a

critical examination of the "classical” view of the antiquity of Mossi
society as it is known today. This earlier and possibly more widely
accepted view accepts the assumption that there is an unbroken continuity
from the first mention of the "Mossi" of the Niger River region in the
13th century or before to the present-day peoples known by the same name
but who live farther south in what is the Upper Volta.

In what seems to be an extremely well based and reasonably stated
conclusion, Izard writes that the "Mossi of the Niger Bend", described
particularly in early Moslem and Portuguese historical accounts, are
in all probability only tenuously and rather distantly related lineally
to the "Mossi of the White Volta Basin" of today, the people to which
this study is addregsed.

It appears that both groups might possibly trace their historical
roots back to the Bornu region of Nigeria. Moslem invasions apparently
drove these "Mossi" (or proto-Mossi) westward in successive waves to
the banks of the Niger. There it seems that three successive Diamare
states were established, first on the east, then on the west bank by
these people. During some period prior to the 15th century there was an
apparent movement of part of the group across the Niger and a subsequent
migration toward what is presently northern Ghana. The remainder of this
politically centralized community of warriors moved farther west to attack
the weakened kingdom of Songhai, plunging to its heart in the sack of

Timbuctu on at least one occasion. These were, however, driven back by
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the troops of Askia Mohammad and later completely routed from that part
of the country by Askia Daoud according to the Moslem chroniclers of this
period.

The group that had moved southward earlier seem to have conquered
the less organized "stateless" societies of the region, intermarrying,
slowly adopting the local languages, and finally settling down to found
what today are organized as the Nanumba, Dagomba and Mamprusi states
(Fage 1969:41).

According to some Mossi chroniclers, Yennenga, an eldest warrior-
daughter of a Dagomba (or Mamprusi) chief, became impatient over her
father's continued reluctance to give her in marriage, and ran away from
her home at Gambaga in present-day northern Ghana. Riding her horse
northward, she at last met a Bisa hunter, Riale, in the vicinity of what
is now Bitou, on the Upper Volta-Ghana border. She became his wife and
from this union a son, Wedraogo, was born. He was to become the assumed
ancestor of all Mossi. His descendants in time moved north and west,
carving out of the territory soolems over which they held control. Mar-
shalling considerable evidence, Izard sets the approximate date for this
beginning of the present-day Mossi states around the latter part of the
15th century. It should be noted perhaps at this point that Kabore, a
Moaga himself, in company with others, sets the establishment of the
present day Mossi society during the early part of the 12th century,
beginning in the Niger Bend. He does little, however, to reconcile this
statement with the Mossi myths (which he relates himself) which have
them coming from the south. (1966:21-22).

The process of conquest appears to have been similar to that of

their forbears to the south. They drove out or subjugated and gradually
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absorbed to varying degrees the autochthonous inhabitants. Somewhat
parenthetically it may be noted that there is evidence that some of
these had conquered yet prior populations. Among these somewhat diverse

aborigene people were ritual specialists, t&ngsoabandamba (variously

translated "earth priest", "master of the earth", "custodians of the
earth™, "owners of the earth") whose mediatory skills in relation to the
local shrines generally in the form of natural phenomena (trees, ribers,
boulders) or so-called "earth deities” were essential to the well-being
of the conquerors as well as the rest of the ponulace. These ténssoaban-
damba were incorporated functionally into the total social and cultural
process of the dominant invaders.

The above account responds in part to our guestion regarding the
identity of the present day Mossi. Little solid documentary or other
evidence suggests a very direct relationship between the northern Mossi
who ranged the savanna of the Niger Bend until the latter part of the
15th century and those Dagomba/Mamprusi invaders who came from the south
at about the same date or earlier to settle the Volta River repion moving
northward into Yatenga. Until better evidence is produced to indicate
the contrary, I would hold the essential separateness of the earlier
Mossi and those known today.

There is yet another problem connected with the definition of "Who
are the Mossi?", however. Actually, three rather broad theories hold
1) that they are simply the aborigine people of the region or 2) that
they are a totally foreign group that came into a rather empty country
or 3) that they consist of invaders who superimposed themselves and

their rule upon an indigenous population mixing with them to form an
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essentially new ethnic group (Ilboudo 1966:16). As the foregoing inti-
mates the latter is the more widely accepted position. Kabore quotes
Dim Delobsom:

La race "Moaga" est formé,..., de 1l'amalgame des "dagomba" (conque-

rants) avec les "ninissi", "Kibissi", et "gourounsi" (antochtones

du pays avant l'arrivée des envahisseurs). Le "Moaga”,..., serait,
croyons-nous, l'individu issu de ce métissage...

This reflects the tenor of most writing on the subject. When des-
cribing the Mossi one is describing a genetically heterogeneous society.
A terminological problem arises here, however, which some have recognized.
Simply stated, if "true" Mossi consisted of a later "amalgam", then is it
appropriate to apply this name also to the single group, the conguorers?
Is the story of Wedraogo and his warrior descendants the account of the
Mossi or merely of a sub-group that are the holders of political power
and thus the principal decision makers which have guided the political
and military destiny of this "amalgam"? Izard seems to lean toward the
latter view it would seem and has solved the dilemma for himself by
writing primarily about the conquorers, to whom he applies the term,
na-komse. The nakomse (as it is sometimes written) he regards as those

descendants of the founder Wedraogo--the nobles. These stand in struc-

tural opposition to the indigenous téngbisi, the talse, ("commoners").

To Izard and others this constitutes the fundamental cleavage in the
society, a division of profound structural importance. There appears to
be a kind of neat logic in this and there is some ethnographic justifi-
cation for it. There are, however, certain drawbacks which I see to the
use of the term nakomse which others, using the broader term, Mossi, have
avoided.

According to my informants, the term, nakomse, (sg. nakombga), is a
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compounded word whose equivalence would be konge naam, which would mean
"miss" or "fail” in the pursuit of the naam (chiefship). It includes
all the sons of a dominant chief sho, due to privilege of birth, have
some access to the chiefship. These are called nabiise or occasionally
naab kamba ("children and especially immediate children of the chief™).
But of course not all can succeed to the chiefship, so they konge naam,
that is, they "miss the chiefship". The term nakomse may indeed, there-
fore, in a very broad sense refer to those who are allegedly direct
descendants of a major chief and ultimately of Wedraogo, the founder of
all Mossi. The more current use of the term, however, indicates a much
more restricted usage, designating only those who are not far removed
from a ruling chief.

The etymology of the word does not commend it as a designation for
one category Ef a bipartite division of Mossi society and neither do the
social facts. Certainly the average Moaga does not so divide his world,
in the present generation at least. It would seem that those who "miss
the chiefship”" and who are positionally well removed from it after a few
generations are functionally talse, ("commoners"), whatever their alleged
formal position might be in respect to the chiefship. Skinner makes this
point quite clear (1964:16). (I do strongly suspect, however, that certain
educated individuals have used these very latent ties in a somewhat
European fashion for its "snob appeal” in order to add to their prestige
where it proved advantageous. This I never saw in the rural areas and
it is not considered pertinent to this study.)

I would venture another point although my data is not conclusive.

One can say in More, "A be yam nugé; tal a soma!" ("He is in your hand;
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guard or care for him well”). It would appear that talle and talse

(sg. talga) are cognates. A socially superior person may have authority
over (so) a socially inferior; at the same time he has the social
responsibility to "hold" or "watch over” such a person. It is my con-
tention that the social norms of a society do not ascribe anything<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>