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William CGregory llonahan An Abstract

This stucdy involved an analysis of the school con-
tent in eight dailly and fifteen weelzly newspapers in the
state of lNichiran for the period September 1, 1959, through
November 30, 1959. The purposec of the study were (1) to
determine the quantity and quality of school news in llichil-
can newvspapers from a reprresentative sariple and to compare
findinss with a similar study conducted in 1953-5l; (2) to
determine implications for improving school-press relatiorns.

The school content was caterorized into twenty
clacsifications; front pages were quantified separately
as were the nuriber and type of school-related illustrations.
Reliabllity was determined for both nieasurement and classi-
fication of the content. The unit that was used for guanti-
fication was the colurm-inch. (One colwmn wide by one
vertical inch.)

for the period of the study, 15,L£0.5 column-inches
of school news were analyzed in weelly newspapers, and
39,LE67 colurn-inches of school nevs were analyzed in daily
newspapers. The weeltly papers In the sample had a circu-
lation ranze from 870 for the lowest paper to 10,325 for
the highest; among the daily papers in the sarmple, the cir-

culation ranre was 3,477 to £59,3L5. lletropolitan daily



William Grerory llonahan 2
newspapers were excluded from the sample. These newspapers
provided a total sample of 818 newspapers with a total of
111,382 pages.

Daily newsparers give slightly more than half of all
school content space to athletics and athletic illustrations.
Weekly newspapers devote a little more than one-third of
total school content to athletics. Other high ranking classi-
fications of school content were curriculum items, finance,
miscellaneous items (mostly dealins with the opening of
school), general illustrations, and student activities. Items
accounting for small amounts of space in both daily and weekly
neﬁspapers were school oreration, transportation, honor roll,
adult education, and safety.

“hen compared to a similar study conducted in
1953-El; and which used the same classification system, the
nost striking difference is the amount of space devoted to
curriculum. In the present study, curriculum accounted for
7.5 percent of all school content; in the previous study,
curriculum accounted for less than .l percent. In both
studies, athletics accounted for the most space.

In analyzing the quality of school content, 1t was
found that feature articles about the schools are generally
the best quality of newspaper coverage of schools. Edi-
torial cormment was relatively rare but generally favorable

to the work and opreration of the schools. The analysis of
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current editorials about the schools led the writer to exam-
ine editorial cormient in three daily papers in the sample
for a three-month period immediately following the launching
of the first Russlan satellite in 1957. This analysis dis-
closed that there was little editorlal comment about schools
in relation to Sputnik., Those educationally-related edi-
torials that did appear in reference to Sputnik were pre-

dominantly favorable to the schools.

Some of the more important conclusions of the study
may be surmarized as follows:

1. lewspapers in liichigan provide adequate infor-
mation about the schools and persons who have access to
newspapers can profitably utilize them to become better
informed about the schools.

2. There 1s an apparent trend toward increased
newspaper content dealing with the classroom activities
and learning experiences of children as well as greater
emphasis on academic ratters.

3. Thouch some newspayers do an outstanding job
of feature rcprorting on many aspects of the schools, a
creater nunber do not talie advantage of numerous oppor-
funities for feature articles on a variety of school-
related occurrences.

li. Anerilcan Education Week receives wide and com-
petent coverage by both dally and weekly newspapers.
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CEAPTER
INTRODUCTION

Public education in America has probably faced as
many serious problems in the last ten ycars as in any pre-
vious period in its history. As a result of some of these
problems and the rnature of their implicationcs, we have
witnessed an apparent awakening of Intercst by the American
putlic which shows no sign of abatinz. On the contrary,
this revitalized concern with tlie schools shall likely be
intensified in coming years as schools, and the cormmunities
they serve, become more dependent on each other within the
complex of rapidly changing social conditions.,

This new public interest in the schools has created
problems; 1t has also teen Instrumental in the solution of
others. On this point, a publication of the American Associ-
ation of School Administrators points out:

An upsurge of public interest in the nationts schools
is talilng nrlace thruout Amsrica. Seldom have so many
people derionstrated keen and vital interest In the public
schools (and) along with this awareness has come a new
understanding and appreclation of wriat citizens can and
should do to solve (problems). Thils citizen interest, if

channeled constructively, may rrove to be thf most signi-
ficant educational trend of thils generation.

1American Association of School Adninistrators, Public
Relations for American's Schools, Twenty-eighth Yearbook
(Washington: national =ducation Assoclation, 1950), p. 5.




It was soon obvious to educators wlo worked with
citizen groups toward the solution of problems that there
were great differences in the degree to which people were
informed about the nature and function of the schools in
the society. Questlons arising out of such observations,
as well as the growing iImportance of the mass media as a
vast educationel systermn in and of themscelves, demanded that
educators better inform themselves about mass media.

Corsequently, in 195l, the National Society for the
Study of Education directed that its fifty-third yearbook
be devoted to the relationchip of the mass media and edu-

1 Other educational organizations devoted annual

cation.
publications to this growingly important area and the National
School Public Relations Association began to exert a vigorous
leadership gaining new support and recornition from other
agencles. But perhaps most important, professional educators
recognized that responsible public participation and interest
in educational problems demanded new skills and new knowledgce
from educators; thus, a sound research base in corrunication
and public opinion was recognized and encouraged.

Among the various media, the newspaper is still

generally recarded as the most important source for the

dissemination of infcrmation about the schiools. Another

lNational Society for the Study of Education, Macs
Fedia and BEduecation, Fifty-thlrd Yearboolk (Chicago: UnIversity
o1 chicaio Iress, 195L), 290 pp.
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yearbook of the American Associatlon of School Adminlstrators
indicates thls to be‘the oplnion of educators. TIts openin:
staterert holds that mary veorle, ". . . get most of what
they know about thelr schools from what they read in the
newsrarer « o o (it) is the chief mediun of information in
practically every cormmunity."l Persons in the field of
journalism would probably acree. One text states:

The newsraper press is the source from which the
public derives its knowledge of facts. The daily
gggi?%l coes into every home, office, and every work-

Thoush this statement may be a bit over-enthusiastic,
there is certalnly little doubt that the newsraper 1s a
mediun of high exposure. In the United States today, news-
paper circulation aprroaches fifty-five million. This
prresents a ratio of about one paper pe€r home.

The schools and the press really have a great deal
in corrmon. This may te dermonstrated by a statement by the
Hutchins Cormission on Freedom of the Press:

These asencles (the press) can facilitate thourht

and discussion. They can stifle it. They can advance
the cause of civilization or they can thwart it. They

can debase and vulrarize mankind. They can encdanger
the peace of the world; they can do so accidentally, in

1American Association of School Administrators, The
Svperintendernt, The Poard, and The Press, Twenty-ninth Year-
Took (wacl.lngoon: naclonal moucavlion ascociation, 1951), p. L.

2Ge0rge L. Rird and Frederic E. Merwin (eds.), The
Newsraper and Soclety (llew York: Prentice-:all, Inc., 1T[2),
po 1'\/30
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i
a fit ol absence of the mind. They can play up or down
the news and 1ts significance, foster and feed emotions,
create complacent fictions and blind spots, misuse the
creat words, and uphold empty slofans. Their scope and
power increase every day as new instruments become
avallable to them. These instruments can spread lies
fasther and farther than our forefathers dreamed when
they enshrined freedom of_ the press in the First Amend-
ment to our Constitution.

Bxcept for a portion of trhat final sentence, this
statement could just as easily have been made In reference
to the schools of America. It would arpear that here are
two glant ingtitutions of American culture--both media for
molding the directlons that our rnational behavior may take
in the coningz years.

What newspapers have to say about the schools is
not the only means by which the public 1s exposed to school
information; it may not, in some areas, be the most important
put Lt has been so recarded for a great many years. As
Peterson points out in the previously mentioned lational
coclety for the Study of Education yearbooi:

Man can explore at firsthand but a tiny part of the
world of which he is a part. To know and underscand
the world, man rmust depend largely on the printed word.
Mot only can the press furnish man with the information

e needs to forrmlate his own ideas but it can als
stirmlate him by offering him the ideas of others.

l L]
Cormlsslion on Freedom of the Press, A Free and
Resgonsible Press (Chicago: University of Chicago Ireccs, 19217),
Pe .

¢ 2National Society for the Study of Education, Op. Cit.,
p. 57.
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The necessary support that will be reguired for the
schools in the years irziediately ahead will depend upon an
intellicent and careful appraisal by the public. This can
only come atout throushn an understanding of issues which in
turn 1s directly related to the information avallable to the
public about the schools. INor can there be mich question
recarding the assumptlon that the newspaper is the primary
source of such information in most cormunities. Studies
that attempt to ascertain the nature of the school content
in newspapers as well as the quallty of it can serve a use=-
ful purpose for gulding both school and newspaper personnel
in the development of more effective bases for interpreting

schools to thelr corrmunitles.
Ilature of The Study

The problem and its background.

In 1953-Cl,, as the schools began to compete wlth
long established 1tems for front-vage space in the press,
editors and school adnministrators in Michigan evidenced a
concern for riore effective cooperation with a view toward
better handling of the school news,

This situatlon prompted the organization of the
MICHIGAY COMMULIICATIONS STUDY. DBepun as a cooperative ven-
ture by the Michigan Press Assoclation, lMichliran Association
of School Adninistrators, and Michigan State University--later

coordinated throurh the lMNid-west Admiaistration Center,






&
Unlversity of Chicago--this study proposed to investigate
aquestlions of importance, the answers to which would provide
both agencles with new knowledre and new techniques for
telling the school story.l
The llichigan Cormunications Study was launched into

three areas:

1. A Vewsrarer Content Aralysis. To determine the

nature and handling of school news in lichigan papers.

2. A Cormrminlty Survey. To appraise the extent of

knowledre about public schools as well as what peonle think
and how opinions are formed.

3. A Collection of Effectlve Procedures. For im-

proving the reporting of news and commnication between the
schools and the peonle.

The Michican Cormunications Study will be discussed
in some detail in the following chavpter of this thesis. It
should suffice here, therefore, to point out that much has
chanced since the school content in Michigan rnewsrarers was
analyzed in phase number one of that study.

The data for the content analysis phase of the lMichi-
can Cormmunications Study were cathered during 1953 and 19%).

Onc of the values of content analysis as a research method

1, , . . .
J1lliam Ree, Leo Ilaak, and Barl lMcIntyre, "Creating
an Informed Citlzenry: Michigran Corrmnications Study,"
Yichiran Education Journal (November, 195l), 117-119.
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is the identification of trends over time. Among the numer-
ous events that have occurred since then was the launching
of the Soviet satellite, Sputnik, in 1957. Tuls sparked the
entrance of education into new dimensions of publicity and
though there have been many asswiptions and generalizations
about the effects of Sputniii on education, there hias been
little research to support them.

Obviously schools, and the cormunities they serve,

are ricn more closelv related than cver before. It is

)
e

equally arparent that this relationship will see 1ntensil
cation in the comins years rather tlian the aloof senaration

tkat characterlzed tre relationship only a few chort years

Studles suchh as the fichlcan Cormmunications Study
are aimed toward the discovery of cignificant factors in
this school=comrmunity commminications problem area.

Ilowever, as changes becone even more accelerated--
a fact trat the last few years?! events clearly supnort--and
in light of widespread and revitalized interest 1In public
education, 1t 1s of paramount 1nportance that tlie nature of

the rublic imare of schools be continually researched.

Purposes of the sitndy,

Te present study 1s therefore directed toward further

illuminating the characteristics of this imaze and it has the

following vurvoses:



Q
i

l. To determine the quantity and quality of school
news appearing in HMichigan dally and weellly newsrapers and
the identification of trends throush corraricons with the
content analysis data ol the llichican Coirminications Study.

o)

2. To determine implications lfor school-community-

corrnmimications,.

Assumptions of tre ctudy.

The followirys assurmptions were basic to the study:
1. TIlewzparers rublish a measurable quantity of
school news and school related photographs.
2. Among the mass mecia newspapers rank hirh as a

source of information aboutl schools and serve as an irpor-

tant source to local corrmnities. In otrer words, 1t can

te acssurmed that the manifest content is meanirgsful,
. 3. In view of a similar study Laving been conducted

as a rart of the Michican Cormrmunlications Study and in which
the sare quantitative categories were vsed, three nonths
was assured to be an adequate period in which to establish
trends over tire,

lie The length of reriod of analysis does not need
to be lonrer than three months in order to conduct a quali-
tative analycis,

5. TFactors, or criterias, can be established for the

purpose of evalvatinc the quality of school news.
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€. The quality of school news is related to the

effectiveneas of the newrrarer in tre forrmation of opinion,

Definitions,

A runmter of terms are vsed repeatedly in reporting
on tle data of this study. To facilitate the explication
of these data, such terms should be made exrlicit.

School content -« School content refers to the news

of public schools which is the type of necws being analyzecd;

the term scchool ncurs 1s used synonomously with school content.

Catecory -- Categories served as devices into which
observed classes of phenoriena were coded,

Clacasification -- One typre of catesory; the moct

often rentioned type of caterory in this study into which
all school news was coded. There were twenty classifications
of school news used. Thus a classification is a category,
but a category rnay or may not be a classification, In addi-
tion to the classifications into which school news weas
catecorized, there were also categories for tyres of rhoto-
grayhs and for tyres of front rage news itenms,

Colurm=inch -a= Tlie erureration unit in this study

which consists of one vertical inch of news space orne colurn
in width,

e-crace -= That portion of a newspaper page on

Ty
RVEP S

whichh type appears; thus the total type-space on a page may

be 160 colurm-inches thourh the total space may be 330 square-
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"llewr=hole" -- That prortion of a rewsrapert!s total

srace which does not include advertisinrc,

—

Limitations of the stud-,

The atove discussion of the nature of the study
defines, somewhat, its limitations. The following six
statements are additional limitations which further define
the scope of the investicatlionr:

l. The sample of daily and weelrlly newspapers ana-
lyzed was confired to a total of twenty-three rapers rub-
lished in the state of !ichiran.

2. The content studied was limited to iterns and
photocrarhs related to the public schools not including pub-
lic righer education. Adult education was considered a part
of the regular public school progran.

3. TFnotorrarhs exanined were limited to half-tones
used as news and feature materials. Thoush a considerable
number of these appeared as part of paid advertising, thecse
were not included.

li. Each weellly newspaper and each dally newspaper
was exanined for the reriod Septerber 1, 1989, throuch
Noveriber 30, 1959.

C. Sourccs of data used in this study were limited
to (a) information obtained in the prapers studied; (b) infor-
mation from a ranel of judgces for tests of rellability;

(c) inforration obtained from a survey of the literature
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in the fiel”ds of public relations, school admiristiration,
corrunication artse, and socilal rcoycholocy.

6. No attempt was made eitrer to deterrine or to

measure the effects of newsparer content on a public.

Ilypotlieses,

In pursulinc the above purposes, the following hypo-
theses were examined in this study:

l. That daily and weekly newspapers cover a variety
of educatioral activitics and functions dealing with the
public schools.

2. That there are no significant differences between
newspapers among various toplcs of school news ranked bty the
amount of space given them by newspapers. (Treating daily
and weekly papers as separate classes.)

3. That there are no significant differcnces among
newspapers when ranked and comrared on the amount of space
given to each toplc of school news. (Treating dally and
weekly papers as separate classes.)

i« That there are no significant differences among
newspapers when ranked by the percent of total space given to
each topic of scheool news. (Treating daily and weellly rapers
as serarate classes,)

S« That space given to curriculum and teaching
method will have increased in cormarison to srace civen to

these toplcs in a previous study.
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Orcanlzation of The Reriainder of The Thesis
This study has been divided into six charters. Chap-

ter I has included an Irntroducticon to the protlem and its
bacl;zcrouvnd., Charter II contains a review of llterature rele-
vant to the seneral area under Investipation. Chapter ITI
rresents the research desi-n ard the ceneral methodolecy of
tre study as well as a rerort on the analysis of quantitative
cata. Charter IV contalins an evaluative, or gualitative
aralysis of the scliool content in the sample of newspapers

sed in tiiis study. Chapter V presents an analysis of edi-
torials ard features written about the schools iIn newsraprers
as well as an analysis of newspaper editorials in a sub-
sarple which cealt with Sputnili in the reriod immediately
foilowing the advent of the first Russilan catellite. Chap-
ter VI is the final charter of the thesis and contalns a
surmary, certain conclusions derived from the findirgs, and

implications trat the writer feels are relevant for better

school-precss relationnz,



CHAFTER IT
RELATED LIT=ZIATURE

Since this study 1s concerned with the nature of
space given to the public schools in newspapers, 1t has
been necessary to examine literature and reported research
in areas otker than journalism and mass media alone. Obvi-
ously, the importance of public interest in the schools and
the nature of schools! response to this Interest Las reculted
in attempts by the schools themselves to incorporate community-
directed relations within their programs. Thus, literature
in the areca of school public relations is highly relevant.
Also relevent--since school public relations programs consti-
tute another area of administrative responsibility--is liter-
ature in school administration. The importance of Jjournalismn

literature is evident.

School Fublic Relations
With one notable exception, there was little if any
attention given to the subject of school public relations

prior to the last few years of the 1920's.
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The exception was a study published by R. G.
Reynolds in 1922.1 Reynolds was interested in examining
the treatment of the schools in rapers throughout the
United States. IIl1s study analyzed and classified school
news in twenty-five dalily newspapers in seventeen states
and for a period of three months.

From this study Reynolds concluded that the schools
represent an important source of news of which not very nuch
was considered to be "sensationalism" or critically destructive.
Reynolds also concluded that too much space in the newspapers
was devoted to school athletic events.

In a study in which school public relations programs
were seen to be vitally needed, William Todd2 attempted to
determine what people know about thelr schools. His study,
publisted in 1927, involved interviews in 6,000 homes in
seventeen cities. The most significant conclusion of this
study was to the effect that citizens know only about half
of what they should know in order to gilve reasonable con-
sideration and exercise resronsible action toward the schools

and towsard school 1issues.

1Rollo G. Reynolds, Newsvaper Publicity for the Public
Schools (New York: Published Ly tThie autlhor, Coluubla Unlversity
Fress, 1922), 126 pp.

2William H. Todd, What Citizens Know About Their Schools
(New York: Pureau of Publicalloncz, teachers Colleze, Columbia
University, 1927), 87 pr.
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Closely related to Todd's study was another that

came out of Teachers Collere, Columbia Unliversity in 1929.

1

Conducted by Farley™ this study was designed to find out

what people wanted to know atout thelr schools. Fe con-

cluded that:

Patrons of the rublic schools are more interested
in topics relating to the instructional rrocram as
subjects of school news than toplics relating to any
other phase of the public school procsram. Tre order
of interest . . . expressed by 5,067 patrons in 13
cities 1s: Pupils Progress and Achievement, Methods
of Instruction, Health of Fupils, Courses of Study,
Value of Education, Discipline and Bchavior, Teachers
and School Officers, Attendance, Bulldings and BPuilding
Program, FPusiness Managenment and Finance, Board of
Education and Administration, Fareni-Teachers Associ-
ation, Extra-curricular Activities.

Farley felt that most newspaper editers ". . . have
the idea that this order should just about be reversed."3

Fowl¥es,™ in 1929, also attempted to determine what
peorle know about their schools. Examining recponses to a
questionnaire submitted to 1€ persons in three mid-western
tovms, he found that school patrons are "woefully untutored™
concerning school affairs. He also recommended that some
tyre of information program be set up by superintendents of

5

schools to correct this situation.

lEelmont M. Farley, "Wrhet To Tell The People About T-e
Fublic Schools," Contributions to Edncation, 1o, 355 (New York:
Teachers Collere, Colwibla University, 1Y<9), 126 ppe

2]:13’.(1., Pe 380

.
©Th14,, p. CC€.

gohn G. Fowlkes, "that Does the Layman Know About t' e
Sch00ls?" The I'ottona Sehonla (October, 1929), £6-90,

Coras
".T’\l':{o ’ po 80/.
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A soriewhat different approach was taken by Walxer

in a study conducted in 1932. In an extensive case-study

of cderands and rressures on the schools, Walxer concluded
that thourh these demands and pressures may be either harm-
ful or helrful, rost of the harmful ones, ". . . are cdue to

.,

the rrormotsrs being uvninformed or misinformed. Thouch

¢

Walkerts study was not primarily concerned with public
relations, he came out of it with an evident rearpraisal

.1 4.

of the importance of this area of adninistrative actlvity.
His first six recommendations were coumentaries on the im-
portvance of an informed public or on the need for structured,
foraral publlcs relations rrogranse. So rwuch committed to this
was Walker tlrat he followed the stuldy a year later with a
small volume solely devoted to school public relations.
Thouch not entirely relsvant at this point, the openinq
statement of the booi i1s certainly interesting:

The years 1931 to 1933 showzd clearly how little
many people imew about their schools--wiat th ey werse
doing and why. Lond and long was the clamor in many
cortmunities arainst supervision, household and in-
dusbtrial arts, music, and "fads and frills" generally.
Ti.ere was sore justificatlon for these denands s hut
many of them were ill-advised and destructive.<

1J. Flint Walker, Demands on The Schools (Unpublished
Doctorts thesis, Teachers Collese, ColaibIla University, 1932),
151 pp.

ZJ. Flint Walker, Fublic Relaktions for The Public

Schools (Trenton, MNew uer ey: racuorarlisn and quisley Co.,
I?JB), De 9.
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Along lines simlilar to Farley's attempt to cdebtermine
what kinds of 1tems about the schools are of interest to
patrons, is a more recent study by Jelineh.l

Jelinek confined ris study to toprics of high school
news but he csarnpled opinionsa of school administrators,
teachers, students, and colle;e of ediication people in
addition to prarents., EHis findings indicate that thers is
a tendency for acreewent amonZ educators and laymen as to
wnat constitutes important and interesting information to
patrons. Also of significance was his finding that there
was little difference between varibus strata ol educators
as to what 1is desirable news.2 Fe did not sample opinions
of newsmen themuselves nowever. ITad e done so, there is
indication from at least one study, that he might have
found consideratle difference of opinion--if not aboutv the
inmportance of specific iinds of news 1tems, certainly about
"~round rules" of relatlonchips between edltors and school
superintendents, The study referred to was conducted by

3

Gross” and focused on tensions and strains In practices and

procedures for collecting school news,

liames Je. Jelinek, The Relative Importance of Topics
of Hi+h School Wews (Unpublichicd Doctorls tiecls, Schn00l oo
Education, lnaiana University, 1951), 287 pp.

21n1d., p. 275.

Sresl Gross, The School and Ths Fress (Cawbridg
The New England School Development Council, 195l1), 56

ce
P
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Gross! findings indicated that a minority of both
superintendents and editors were "very satisfied" with
procedures for handling school news. The major grievances
of the schools were found to be: (a) a tendency for thre
rress to overermplhasize 'hbad! news; (%) rerorizrs assl-ned
to the school 'beat! spend little time on educational news;
and (c) the press does not work to make si
atout education interestving. Grlevances of the newsvparers

were found to be: (a) school people are evasive in inter-

e

S

N

views; (b) educators have no real idea of what news

-e

and (c¢) school press releases are poorly written. It was
also pointed out In this study that the majority of edu-
cators and ed®tors accepted criticisms from each other as
belng justified. Also, there was relatively hich arreement
tetween curerintendents and ecditors on areas of school news
that requlired ~reater or lesser empnrasls, the type of school
news In whicii the public displays rreatest and least interest,
and the relative adequacy of coverace of cchool news areas.
Since the depresslon years, the ouvtput of informa-
tion pertaining to school public relatlons has seen tremendous
increase. There have heen hundreds of publications, including
articles, books, and monographs dealing with the subject.
The organization of the National School Public Relations
Assoclatlion helped to give the area a somewhat more solid

and professional base. The Natlonal School Public Relations
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Association itself has actively encourased school syctems
to develop better precss relations and has issued publi-
cations to facilitate this,
In an extensive analysis of research covering the

]

entire area of school-cormrninity relations (which is much
broader than the score of the prezent discussion), Jonesl
does not overlook the vital importance of school-press
relationships. This becories evident by his discussion of
acceptable objectives of school-commnity programs. Among
these are: 1Interpreting the schools to the public, informing
the people of the worx of the schools, the gaining of public
support, the promotion of confidence in the schools, the
evaluation of the school program, and the development of
educational leadership. Certainly, the role of school-
rress relations i1s paramount in the attainment of any of
these objectives,

Jones concluded that there has not been enough

conclusive analysis of the relative effectiveness of the

various medla in Improving and facilitating greater coordi-
2

<

nation of school and cormmunity relationshins,

lJames J. Jones, An Analysis and Surmary of Si-nificant
Recearch Findings Concerning Sore Froblemg and Issues of School-
Communlty Helatlons (unpubtlillshed Doctor?s thesls, School ol
Dducation, Indiana University, 1956), 342 pp.

2Th1d., p. 212.
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Ironsl also alluded to medla effectivenesns in a
study concerned with superintendents! annual reports. He
stronzly polints out the need for an analysis and refinement
of technlaques being emrloyed by school public relations
persons in the use of various media.

Tne most notable research in which this was acbtually
attempted came nearly fourteen years after Irona did Lis
dissertation at the University of Pittsburg. Rokert Snilder~
analyzed photozraphic content dealing with education in
twelve evening daily newsrapers in Indiana.

Snider examined 2,l:26 photocraphs dealing with
schools over a verlod of ten months in 1952-53. Of these,
90l photosraphs or 37.25 were devoted to athletlcs and
26.,2% to graduation. With reference to cumulative per-
centages of phobtographs in thirty-six subject-matter cate-
gorles, Snider states:

The listine . . . makes a number of facts manifest,

It can be seen that over trhrec~-fourths of the 2,/,28
photorraphs examined were found in five subject-matter
catecories, l1.e., athletics, rraduation, faculty, msic,
and miscellany. In otlier words, fewer than twenty-five
per cent of the pictures considered here could be classi-
fied in 31 of the 36 cate~orles. LILven more striking is

n b
the fact that of the 2,420 photographs, 1,510 or €3 per
cent were plcturen of athletics or craduvation activities.

1H. S. Ironz, The Nevelonment of Characteristics in
Sunerintendental! Anmval Reporta fo The Poard ana to Tiie TFublic
{Unpublisned Doctorls thesls, University of Pittsourgn, 1902),
21l pp.

2Robert C. Snider, A Study of Published Newsrarer Fhoto-
rarhs dealin~ with Public Jcrools n Incizra (Grnouablisinied
Doctor¥s Tnecsls, Scrhool of mcucation, ind.ana University, 1956),
2hly op.

3Tbid., p. 130.
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e concluded that newspapers fail to publish yhoto-
fraphs that 1llustrate a wide rance of school activities
and do not therefore provide readers with an accurate por-
trayal of tre schools. Noreover, neitlier superintendents
nor editors, on the basis of interviews, cive enoush atton-

tion to rhotorsraphs as a medium for conveyinc information

to the putlic., Finally, amonc his conclusion
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out that there was more ritual understanding betwcen editor
and superintendznt In communities where both expressed hich
interest in school photographs. iie sald of these:
ITewspaners 1in such commminities consistently print
a relatively larcer numbcr of school photographs
covering a wider rance of schiool activitles,
Journalism and lass [‘edla

Neasuring the contents of n

o

wepapers is not a parti-

e

cularly new research rrocedurec. B and lierwin roint this

rd
out as well as the nature of the quality of early attemnts

As early as the last decade of the nineteenth cen-
tury, efforts were being made to measure the contents
of newspapers., Sometinmes the rurpose of theze attempts
was to determine the reading habits of subscribers, and
at other times it was to measure the influence of the
presse. The measurement in both cases was an awkward
and inaccurate 1eans to the end in view. . . . Lo date
no study has been completed that is not oren to criticism
for the patent flaws of methocdolory. In one the samrle
covers only one day; in another the Sunday edition 1is
omitted, and in oth er« the classes into whjich the items
of news were tlirown create rmucih confusion.<

~
’
CTe

” - .
“Georre L. RPird and Frederick E. Herwin (eds.), The
llewsraper and Society (New York: Prentice-iall, Inc., 19027,
Te 1"42 .
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Torce wlo decery tilie lacli of reccarch being done by

rercors actually engased iIn tle bucinecss of rrirting necuc-

¢]

rapers have coure for ortimism in two directlons. Flrst,
the rublicshers themcelves through tle American Newspagper

Publishing Ascoclatlon coorerated witlhh the Advertising

Researech Foundatlon in a moruwtental readership survey

1

coverinc a preriod of eleven years, Thourn thils study

was corypleted in 1912, it provided additional impetus for

Py

~

both newsrarers arnd rarazines to continue to do studies of
readership and it 1z rob urcorron for many newspapers to
ercase in this kind of recearch with a mirironm of outside
research connultarts. Anotrlier direction of cause for
optimism has been the rrowvl of a group of professional
academliciars who lave blended taclicrounds in soclal recearch
methods with prractical experiences in the mass mecdla. 3Such
peorle have formed the core of staffs for Colleces, Schools,
and Departments of General Cormvminicatlon Arts and are making
major contributions to a growing quantity of empirical
research in all phases of corrwunication and mass media.
These men rave the 2abllity to talte thieoretical concepts in
social psycholozy, soclolegy, interpersonal relations, and

rhilosophy and assimilate these in structural relationships

1 . . , . s
The Advertising Research Foundation, The Continuirg
Study of Newsraper Readine: 138-Study %ummary (FTew York:

The AGVerLising ncoearcl rounaacion, 1051), DG DD




to rore norriative data cathered in interviews, surveys,
content analyses, etc. The result has been that more and
more 1is being learned about the effects of corrunication
on the attitudes and behavior of those who participate in

1t as well as the nature of values, attitudes, oririons,
and bteraviors of those whio act as scources of cormanication.
The Cortinulng Study of Newcraper Reading mentloned
above deserves some expansion here. There Lave been few
studles in any field that have aprroached its breadth. The
surrary of this research reports on 138 studies of daily
newspapers with a corbined circulation of 11,107,379 and
ircluded parcrs that ranzed in size frorm 16 pages to 9€
rages. Conclusions of the study were based on more tlan
€0,0C0 interviews with men and women above the ace of 18.1
Some of the findings of the continuinrg study are
noteworthy; (1) The median readership for all types of
races is €0 per cent for men and 70 per cent for woren,
(2) There is very little difference in the average reader-
ship for the first and second sectlions of a newsraper.
(3) Front pacres obtaln the hirhest readerchip from all
readers, and plcture pages rank second., Sports pagces rank
third among men and society pages rank third among women.

(L) There is no significant difference in the attention

11vid., v 7.



raid to left and right hand races and the very sli
differences tlat exist are in favor of left-hand pages.
Thourh no attept was apparently made to determine

the derree of understanding with wihich content was "reagd"

S

in trese papers, ncor to the extent that content was re-

tained (or if, indeed, 1t was even read in the newspaper
at alll) tre fact rermains that the study khas made a usgeful
contribution to our knowledse of newspaper readins kabits,
The efforts of researchers in the general field of
cormmunication represent the most noteworthy contribution
to a growilnc knowledce of social bekavior and therefore
are of utmost importance to practitioners in all fields
of public relations.
To review these contributions is rot the purpose
of this study and ary such review would encorpass many
volumes in itself. Investication has covered the entire
rance of human corrunication and includes highly theoretical

worlks like thone of Kurt Lewin to the more familiar orinion

rolls of Gallup.

lThe metlhodologcy in the Continuing Study of llewspaper
Readirg involved interviews with about L,50 rersons on the day
following publication of the paper to be examined. Informants
who reported havin~ read the paper were then requested to
indicate on a fresh, unmarked copy, exactly what they recalled
ravins read on each race of the issue. An effort was made to
stratify the sample of respondents as to aze, occupation, sex,
end area of circulation of the raper involved.






A technique often errloyed by cormunicatlon
researcners is labelled content aralysis, ard since this 1is
the technique of research that was employed on this study,
it deserves addltional corrent here,

It has been noted previously that content analysis
13 not a rcecent innovation.l In a sernse, tlie literary and
riusic critic who has been with us a considerable number of
years, employs a kind of qualitative content analysis. As
a method of sclentiflc research, the most authoritative
and recognized methodonlorlical work descriptive of content

analysis is Berelson's Content Aralysis In Corrunication

N

>

lecearch, This boolk is an expansion and fuller treatment

of articles that arpear by Berelson in other works.3
Berelson derives his definition of content analysils

by critically analyzing definitions used by a number of

other recearche and theorists. DBy narrowing these varilous

interpretations of it, Eerelson comes vp with the following

defirnition:

lBlrd d lerwin, Toc. Cit,

-
“Pegrnard Rerelson, Contert Aralysisg in Coreurnicabion
Research (Glencoe: The Free fress, lwr“), 2L rr.

3Eernard Zerelson, "Content Analysis," in Gardner

Lindzey, Vandboo“ of Social FPevecholo~y (Cambridge: Addison-
Yesley Puuilu" ~ COes 1051), Dle Lo0=523; and Rernard
Berelson, "Content Analysis in Corrmumnjcatlor Resesarch,
reported In Leon Festinger and Daniel Katz, Recce

in the Reravioral Sclences (New York: Dryden rres
N > EaleXe)

T'De cel=-252.
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Content analysis is a research techniaue for the

objective, systematic and quantitative degecrirtion
of the manifect content of communication.

Trhls definition implies certailn assumptions and
certain qualitative generallzations. Berclson lists three
such assumptions as being irmportant: (1) assumes thrat
Inferences about the relatiornship between Intent and content,
or between content and effect, can validly be made, or that
actual relationshkips can be ectablished; (2) azsumecs that
the study of the manifect content 1ls meaningful, 1.e., that
wnat 1t means to the analyst is what 1t was Intended to mean
by the cormuricator; (3) a third assumption that is irmportant
in quantification holds that descrinrtions in terms of quart-
ities is also meaningful.2

Gualitative ceneralizations on the otlhier hand have
to do with inferences made abtout the perceptions of the
comrunicator. Thece generalizations may be in terms of
relative importance of certain items; examples of such
considerations are location--front race, inside page, top
of page or bottom, left or right; treatment--direction or
position of the cornmunicator on an issue.

A most important factor in qualitative aralysis has

to do with reliability of inferencec. This merely railses

Perelson, Cr. Cit., p. 22.

2Tbid., p. 8.






the questlon as to whether ore is relatively accuate in

establiskine tiat what tlie content means to one person is

3

cssentially that which it means to anotlicr.

Zpirical evidence discloses tliat content analyslis

Pl

has been utilized for a great varliety of rurroses. On thic

roint Terelson las this to say:

Tiie wetinod of content analysis nas been arrlied to
so lar:e and diverse a group of materiazals, with respect
to so larce and diverce a set of probleims, that it 1is
not easy to order the uses in a single claccification.

ct

Derelson identlfies at least ceventeen types of uses

for the method but 1s quick to point out trat these slould

~1

not be viewed as a "listing" but rather as 2 system of

classification. Py thkis, he means that, ". . . there is no
claim that the uses form a logically colierent orgcanizatlon
or that they are classified on a single dirienzional bace. "™
Ti.e classification that Eerclcon mresents orders
content arnalysis usame under three major leadincs: (1)
charactoristics of corrmntzation conitent; (2) causes of
content; arnd (3) conscequences of content. Thie study re=-
rorted on In this thesls 1s concerned with factors associated
with the first of these classificatlons.
Toe relevance to corrminication of writings and 1ldeas
ol various theorists in the benhavioral sclences is another

area of gsrowing ILmportance,.

lrerrard Derel=on, "Content Analysis," in Cardner
Lincdzey, Fardhoo'r of Soct2l Pavelnla~v. Op, Cit., p. L9O.
2 - :






Ari Imterdiscirliirary Approach

Cne of tlie more interesting of recent reccarch
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attempts to arrraise the school-comrminity corzmunicatbtion

nroblen was the Tichi~an Cormmunicatlons Study.l Tris =tudy

and the previoucly clbed stud, by Srnlder constitute the
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only notable research attept in recent years.

&

an Comrmnications Study was concelved from meetincs
of the llichican Association of School Administrators and tle

Micniizan Press Assoclatlon, In the berimninz, scheol adninis-

i

trators and newsraner edltors cat dowm tomether to loolr at
mitual problems, but 1t didn'!t stop there. UWriting of the
bersinnings of this study, Roe and otliers say:

« o «» a committee was created, cormposed of three
editors from the Michizan Press Associatlon and three
superintendents from the liichizan Associatlion of School
Acdninlstrators, to aprraise the possibility of conducting
a joint study which would answer some of the questions
raised: "What does the rublic !mow about the schools?"
"Tat should the public know?" "How do you get an
informed public?™ " rat is the best and surest way of
comrmunteating with the public?" "ihat is the responsi-
bility of the newsraner In this process of corvmnlcation?!
"That is the recronsibility of the school?" "ilhat are
the steps in the formation of public opinion?"

It can be seen from thig statement that the Michigan
Cormunications Study approached an ambitlous scope of invest-

gation. It was organlzed into three specific areas including

lsee Cchapter I, p. S.

2Uilliam Roe, Leo Faak, and Earl llcIntyre, YCreat'ng
an Informed Citizenryy 1ichi~an Education Association Journal
(ITovember, 195), p. 117.
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a content anzalysis of state news»apers, a community survey,
and the development of a series of effectlve-procedures
handboolzs, The study was dlirected by Zarl lMNcInuyre,
Professor of Journalism; its associate director was
William Roe, Professor of IZducational Administration;

Leo Haalr, Frofescor of Sacilal Science, was research di-

-

A

rector and coordinator, All were from Michlican Ztate
University. Thus, this study involved socioloslists and
journalists as well as educators. The fact that the study
received financial assistance throurh the Mid-west Adminis-
tration Center, University of Chicapgo, is additional evidence
of concern for the areas it prorosed to research.

The findings of this study may be generalized under
each of the =specific areas ol investication,

I. Content Analysis.

(A) Average dally paper devotes 26.8 inches to
school news, and averaze weekly, L5.7 inches.

(P) Hishest paper among dailies averared 110 inches
per issue; the lowest averazed only 12 inches.

(C) Of all school news, ;8% was devoted to athletics;
187 to student activities, and less than .1% to curriculum
and teaching method.

(D) The outstate towns over 2,500 population seen

to be the nost successful in school space, averaging 63 inches

per 1issue which is almost a half more than the state averarce.
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() Createst average school content is found among
rapers with larger circulation rather than with !thickness?
of paper.
() Treatment of schools 1In newspapers is less
adequate than is desired.
Cormenting on the quality ol the school news, Luck
states:
Most of the stories would be of real interest only
to a reader who was pevsonally involved, but this shonld
not be over-critlcized., Justifiable criticisms of these
artlclez are, however, trat they tend to: (1) be written
in a routine style; (2) lack attractive headlines; ov
(2) are civen poor position . . .
e o o One cannot study the tyrilcal parers without
the feeling that marvelous opportunitiei for publiclty
are lost every day by lichigan schools.
Though Luckt!s analysis tends to erphasize inferior
quallties, there were examples of excellernce mentioned.
Fe classified thiese under articles given "prominent display,"
and those trhat "aroused interest" in terms of well written
headlines.2
In analyzing the quality of school news, the Luck
study examined a sample within the sample; i. e., each paper

in the total sample was not srecifically scrutinized criti-

cally for quality. Regarding this, Luck states:

1 . .
David Luck, What Michiran Wewsnavers Tell Atrout the
Schools (Zast Lansing: Twivrcau Of DUSLNESS ACSCArClly MiCiiicall

R el g
State Colleze, 19°11), 26 rp.

211

[@))

‘?ido, r’po 22!--250
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Front race items from the 1ssues of all these papers
(8 dailies and L2 weeklies) over a month were studied.
Also full months were ccanned of 3 dailies and 5 weeklies,
selected because the quantitativ? analysis found then
to be outstandincly hich or low.-=

Since this qualitative study was based on comparative

study of these newnparers, it has some validity thouoch this
becs the question of accuracy. If each raper was only
scanned, it iIs likely that headlines were the cue for
classiflcation and if this were indeed the case, it is
equally likely that many iters were mis-cate-orized in the
quantitative analysis, This would be more true of weelilies
tl.an of dailies since the authorts study of weellies dis-
closed trat many items of different subject-matter content
were crouped toretlier under a single heading. Close analysis
of these miht result in thelr belnz classified among several
caterories whereas a cursory scanning technique would likely
result in theilr belng classified as miscellaneous.

This irmrlies another wealiness in the Luck study,

viz: the sample was too large for the length of time thlie
study was pursued, Berelson points out tiat:

Since there 1s so much cormmmunicatlon content and
cince cortent analysis is so time-consuminz, sanrling
procedures are rarticularly arpropriate., In the
larce majority of cases it is possible to devise a

represcentative and adequate =sarmle which is economical
of administration. or most purposes, analysis of a

lIbid., r. 8.
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small, carefully chosen sample of the relevant conteont
will produce as valid results as tlie analysis of a
creat deal more--and with exprenditure of much less
time and effort.

The Imnlication here 1s that a large and awlzward

sample can recult in a tendency to exercise less care in

classification., Of course sam»rle size most alwoayrs te
arpropriats to tle tack at hand and 1f the catecories them-

sclves are lerss extensive, a larver samwmple would rerhanrs

e

be less of a rclevant guestion. ror exarmple, if a study

contemrlated the corrarisons of space devoted to "educatlion"

+

\ 1

.
>

and to "forelirn newun" there would be mch less time involved

in differentiation tlian between cuch caterories as "teachin

method" and "curricnlun."

In the Luck study, these two
latter caterories were only two arons twenty, but the cample

717 newsvalers, & datlies, and one

~ A

Q@

usged ircludad lj2 we
metrorolitan cdaily which were analyzed over a reriod of
one complete year. One could herdly say this was an easy
sample to adminlister.

IT. Cormmmnity Snrveys,
X

In that phase of 5he study dealing with corrmnity

& ]

urveys, the followinzg findinga were precented.
(1) cCitizens are not well informed about their

cchools,




~y
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(

problems,

) I"any citizens have no opinion about sclool

(3) A survey stirulates comrmnity leaders to action.
() T™e rreatest sincle source of information is
the teacher who is a friend or sccualntance,

(£) Trhe bezt informed are not always the most

Findinrs and discussion of this rhase of the
research rroject are contained in an unpublished report

ol
ty Faak which treats the data in ~reat detall.®

joR

These surveys were conducsted in £ix middle-clzec
Michiran corrmanitlies and the findincs descrve some addi-

tional comwrent here., Terhars the riost notable of imnlli-

e
o)

cations has te do with *tle teaclier as a source of infornma-

tion, tha action-stimmlation effect of a survey, and the

fact trhat the best informed are not always favorable.
Following a pilot=-commumnity curvey in St. Johns,

ichiran, content about =schools nearly doutled in the

()

local newspapn irst

4 By

er, This newspaper ranked among the

=

three in total school news in the guantitative content
analysils., loreover, the survey became a toplc of conver-

sation and was used as a basis for discussion at faculty

Roe, Haak, and lMeIntyre, Or. Cit., p. 113.

Leo Ilaxiw, The Iffectivcness of School-Community
Cormmicatinng (Un ‘HELLQICEAIJPDNTiitOH report, ..rchijan
Stave CnLversioy, 1955), 325 pp.
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school system hired a rart-time rudlic

oo

meetinss, Also, th
relations person to coordinate better rress and commnity
relations.l

Cf equal importance was the finding that the teachrer
fs an irmrortant source of information, Thonech one micht
assume trat staffl reramu.cl arc galvayc a source of infor-
ratlon in any enterrrise, 1t was rmost revealinz trat rore
tl.an cne-lalf of rercons interviewed zald tlat they had a
friend vho, elther a teacher or an ex-teacher, vrovided
them with information about tlie schools, It would arrear
tlat the imace of a ochool in the minds of 1ts patrors is
very largely derendent on tlie corrunlcabtion teravior of
teachers, Thlas in turn may be very rmch afflected by the
rature of tlhe irterperscoral relationiiiirs arong staffl
Kembers.e
In the conmunity survers, wrlch were primarily

nventiration of conrmrnlcation effects,

(=3

desirrned as an

Fal

es 0oy

i~

£

recpordents were askec ser cuecstions about lheir

.

acr.ools and on tre hrasl

= of thelr replies, were divided

into tlree "irforrad" crours: (1) bvest irnforned; (2) aver-

Fal

are inforred; (3) least well-irformed.

L2 ] p. l]..

r an exrancded treatiient of tiilis, sce: Williawm G.
3taff lTorale and Cormunication," Michican Jecondary
Jovrrral, 1:2, 19(C.







A rotable findinc was that tle best Irforrmed citivens
are rnot nececcarily the most faverable, Using thece three
factors of inforration, oplnions were surveyed in a nunter
of areas arong which was "~ereral evaluation of schools.™
The follow’ng table 1s rerroduvced from an unpuklished pre-

limirary rerort by Haal

Cererel evaluation of Sc?oolnl

Irorortion yho resnonded

very not very
favoranle favorahle favorabvle Total

(™) (7 (.2

FPest Inforred a5 36 29 1004

Averare 13 5 22 120

Least well- 6 28 1L 100
informed

-

Tt can be secen from this table that the "least

vicll-informed" are the most favorable in thelr general

evalvation of the sclhicols. When these findings are com-
rared with income of rccrondents, it was rointed out that
90, of the "least well-informed" group core from low-income
strata. One misht infer fron this that there 1s a relation-
st.ip between favorableness and orposition to increaced
tarxatlon. In other words, low incolic rcrcsons nay be more
favor e tecauce they realize that better schools are more

exrensive

Leo Icalz, "The Nature of the School Public Relations

Trotle" (Trruvbhlished rimeorrari rerort, Mielhi~an Corcunications

Study, Kich*gan State Univeroltv July, 19_b7, O LDe
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It is also interestins to note thiat readerchin o

=y

the local newsparer was fonnd to be closely related to
knowled=e of the schools., Faalt rerorts that ornly 109 of
the test inforred indicated trey did rotft read the local

rarer wiereas 3L% of the least well-informed indicated

l-'

non-reading.
The third vhase of the lMichlizan Corrmunications

Study was concerned with the collection of effective rro-

cedures for irrroving corrunications between the school

and its rublilcs,.

ITI. Effective Proredures,

Follcwing the research, salient findincs were
rresented to newsraper men and to school public relations
versons. Throu_h worlkshors, conferences, and personal
interviews, these research cdata were, ". . . temrered with
the knowledre of and Yinowhou! of the rractitioner so
action rrogsrams for Improvement will be based on practice
"2

as well as theory.

After critical review of a number of rilot publi-

2
cations a final handlook was issued.” It was divided into

1"

two sections; Tart I was entitled, "Por Educators,”" and

lIbid., . O

2Roe, llaak, and Felntyre, Op. Cit., p. 117.

3’J.ll fam I, Roe (ed.), Schools Are Yeows (zZast Lanse
Bureau of Educational Research, lilciijan -tate Unlveralty,

Qi \
19¢%), 103 rp.
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Fart IT, "rFor Zditors." =Zdited bty wWilliam Roe and contri-
buted to bty a2 nuriber of nationally lnown school rutlic
relations recrle, the booklet has reccived favorable com.ent,
from newsrarer men as well as schiool rersonnel.

It is apprropriate to end this chaplter with a state-

rent in tlie orenirs raracraph of Sclonls Are Yews:

= <~

Id

There may he no tlcod invclved iIn the superin-
terdent?s relatiorns, but it is still a fact that the
schools are part of a cormunity family with obli-
catlons and relationships that cannot be ifnored.
Whether a2 school kras relations or not with its loczl
rewsrapers is not the question., Every school has
them. Tre quection is, "Are they cood or btad?"

The superintendent who told his local weellly
editor with great satisfactlion, "You mind your
newsparer business and I'1ll mind mine," didnti end
his relations with the paper. Fe just made thenm
Toor relations.I

lotis Crosby and Cylvia Ciernick, Ibid., p. 1.
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RQUANTITATIVE CONTZINT ANALYSIS

Tr.e Samrle

The rample for this study conslsted of fifteen
weelrly newsrarers and eight daily rewspapers in HMichigan.
The universe that tiis sample represented included all of
tlose In the state of lMichigan.

In cormaricson with the sample of newspapers used
by Luok,1 this study employed a =maller number of total
papers., Again this number was selected in 1licht of the
expenditure of time and effort regquired in handling and
in terms of DRerelsorts statement recarding the valldity
of smaller camples in content analysis.

To insure randori selection of the sample of news-
rapers used, nuubers were ascicned to all weckly and daily
newspapers, exceprtins the Detroit metropolitan papers; the

sampling frame in this case was the 1559 edition, Mich*ran

David Luck, Wrat Michiran New-rarers Te
the Schools (Zast LanLLn T ouread of BUblueSS ne
> ¥ o
1 1 .,,L

»11 Arout
€5€4rcil,

.l

ste Collere, l ch), pe L.
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Covrty Mariret Nata

of random numbers in a standard
writer

rrocedures.”

selected the

sample accordlng

.1 Using a table
2
statistico text, th
to defined statistical

Ti.e surple of daily and weekly newsrarers with
circulation cdata and average thiclness of a single iscue
as selectec by the above samrling procecure are presented
in Tables 1 and 2.

TAZLE 1
CIRTULATICI AUD AVERAGE PAGEDS PER ICCUE
POR DAILY MEWSPAPERS I SANILE
Paper Circulation Averare ragces prer 1issue

A £9,3L5 39.7

D 3€, 0"9 31.7

C 13,223 15.0

D 12,710 16.48

X 0L0o 13.1

w 6,38 12.56

G L,783 1C.3

I 3,077 Te2

Total 113,588 1168,

l”lc“i*an Press Association, 11cb‘~qr Newsraper Rate-
tocl- and County Yarlet Data, 1959 £t TTon (oas ST Loiiniocs
Iicnlyran Iress Associatlion, 1929)

2y11frid J. Dixon and irank J. llassey, Jr., Introdiection
to gtatis~tical Analyclis (lew Yor's: licGraw-Eill Pook Co., 15-7)
ubo Ll

2Tria

*

D

p)

-

—xlll‘.
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CTRCULATION AND AVERAGZ PACTS TER ISSUR
FOR WARKLY NEWVSPAPERS IN SAMTLE

Paper Circulation Averace pages per lssue
A 10,2275 1h .5
B 8,766 28.9
C 3,&7& 10.0
D 2,°C0 1.0
b2y 2,310 1.3
™ 2,201 0.7
G 2,250 10.h
I 1,735 10.6
J 1,71 12.0
K 1,708 7.5
L 1,648 9.2
o 1,56 &l
0 £70 7
Total 2,008 180.2

L

Zreludinge thie Detroil rmetropolitan dallies with

tions around 5C0,0C0, the cally newspaners in the

o]
1—e
}1
Q
-
-
o]
r=Je

=

above table seem to be adequately representative of dally
newsypapers in Michiran., The same 1s 2lso true of weelly
newsyarers althoushy the group with circulation between 500
and 1,000 might have teen more adequabtely represented.
vhen compared with the sample used by Luck, the
newsyparers in the present study agaia arpear to be con-

vparable. These two samrles of weellies are compared in

Tarle 2,
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TAEL

td

2
-

COMPARISON BY CIRCULATION OF TAPZRS3

T OMITTD O MTTA OmMTTTNT TS
Ly A JA.JO (VR )T...Ju

Circulation 'o. of prarerc llo. of parers
In Zuck stady in current study

M HW-

:
©,001- 7,500 2
7.500-10,000 3

It can be seen frowm this takle that other than th

1
first circulation category, the sample ia the present study

|~

L3 similarly reprcscentative of the Luckt stuly. OSince toth
of thess samples were celected randomly, however, reprecsent-

atlvenens 1s a quality of the samrlinz prrocedure itself and

both were uced for ceneralizirn~ to the wiverse. 3Jince
there were ro =zimllar data preseated by Lucz tn cally rieus

roaners, no cormarison amon dailies can be made here.

e

The locations of the newsprapers vizd in the rresent

study are plotted on the map in Arrendix A.

Handlin~ the gample.

Readlng, meacuring, and analyzing the scliool content

in 818 newsparers with a total of 1Y4,322 rases necessltate
a declsion at the outset with refersnce to the sheer effort

£ handling the parers themselves,
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This declcion lay betweoen Swo alternative eilthex
clirping all school items or devisinT sore rmetliod for
retalning the entire issue of eaclh rarer intact. Since the
latter offered the most convenience 1t was decided to retain
the total issue, Thils was facllitated throush bullding a
raclt, attaciiing a nurber of lssues of newsparers to a
these over the racl.,

This sysiten cnabled the researcher to analyze each

wn

raper without tlic rressure of a day to day clipping procen

«
- [}

2

wrhich could rave detracted fron the analycs

o

o
e

"eca~urin~T the content,

Certaln meaczuring nrocedures were determined at tie
outset of the study. These may be surmiarized as follous:

1. Ilicasurenents would be recorded in the column-
inches unit (one colurin wlde and one 1nch vertically).

2. leasurement would be made to the nearest hall-
inch. llore preclse measurements were dcemed to be unnececrary
since consistency in measuring was the more imrortant consider-
ation. Accordingly, an item of content that measured six and
one-half inches was considered as occurring In a space of six
and one-half inches whereas an ltem of content measuring six
and three-quarter inches was concsldered as occurring in a
cpace of ceven inches, Content that measured between gquarter

units was considered as occurring to the nearest half-inch

unit,






Ldy.
3. Every ltem on the schnools bearing a headline
would be measured and classified. The same rrocedure would
anply for every 1llustration with a caption.
e All front nace items were measured twice; one
time by tlie writer and oz

ain by an assistant. This was

A o
5

done for the purposec of establishlng measurerient relia-

bility, and for specific front raze quantification.

Classifiyian~ the contoert,

To fTacilitate comparisons of the rresent study with
that of Luck, the same content classifications were used.
In thece clansifications, reading matter was separated from
illustrations., The classifications and the definition of
each as emrloyed In tlis ctudy are as Tollows:

1l. Adult education. Those educational experiences
and prosrams conducted elther for credit or non-credit
deslicned for adults and conducted, administered, and otlier-
anlzed throuv:ih the aunpices of the local rublic

5

school cystem. This does not inc

|

ude hichier edncatl
2. Illustrations, other. Gecneral illustrations
with captions relatings to the schools and not classifiable
under social, student, or athletic illustrations as else-
vhere defined anong these classifications.
3. IDditorial corimient. Those itews of content that
be dlstinctly classlified as editorilials whiercin the opinlons

cf the ncwsrarert!s personnel are stated rerardinzg the schools.
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lie Social news. Those itoens relatlns to ilie soc
activities of studen®s when 1t 1s arparent that the tciaviors
rerorted are yatently related to thie schools suen that "stu-

dent belaviors™

would be distingulshiable from rersonal
belravior:s,
e ZSocial illusbtrations. Thoze illustrations with

captions whilch deplct students behaviny In social situatlons

[&]
[®]
e

compatible with the kinds of situations that mignt be cla
fied under four (!) abrove.
¢. Ctudent activities., Those school-connected but
extra-curricular activitles of students usually of an
informal nature including such experiences as clubs, draiatics,
student covernrient and others of simlilar nature.
Te Simdent activity illustrations., IThotorraphs of
exttra-curricular activities as deccribed above and including

s Pl

thie 1llustration of preparations ol class or organizational
projeccts, camralgns, and similar activities.

0o Tonor roll. Listinzs of pupils who have achileved

certaln scholastic standards as defined by the schools and
which are ucually referred to as M"ilonor Roll." Also included

in thiag caterory for purposes of this study, are items that

roint out otiier scholastic ronors accrulng to pup .
lsocial 15 unod here and in the preceding classifi-
cation in its more pedestrian sense; i.e., havinzg to do with
entertainrent, recreation, nopularity cortesats, and similar
activities of ctuadents under the auspices of the school.
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. Flnocnce. Tterc raviangs to do with matters of

ed In thls caterory and in which

1C. Ceclool board. T ose 1tems huving to do with

4

the delibcerationn, recponsitilities, reported activities,

~

and neetinrs of tre Zoard of zducalton.

11, Ccuoel oreratlon, Tlewus avins to do with
the care, rainterurce, and oreration of tlie sciool plant.

12, Teacrins methodn, Tteos prlizarily concerrnca
reports
cr gs raports of researcii, 1cdcoco, orinlone, or other
cstatenents of nersons; also included in this catssory are
items tiat discuss Ywuman rrowth and develonment iIn terms
of arplication to lecarnincz

13. Conferences and inctitutes. Items reportinc
on profecssglional rieetinms of teaciers and/or purlils when

tle cntliorication
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and syoncorship of thie scliools or ac represcntatives o

1. Zrrricvlua.,  Items thab concern content-
related experiences of puplls under the directicon and
cuicdance of tle teacher and in vwhich the enphasin is

ivected to wiot is rein- learned, tau-lit, nlanned, and

nrccoraqned rather tlan heow suc
M ‘

done. The latter would be clansified under "tecachin-e

etrods "



nectiorn with inter-scholastic comretition,

10, Atklcetic
vith coptlions ravise o do vith atiide tics, athiletic coacrleos,
end et letlc tewrs In tie rublie sclocolsz.

17. ©TTA. All iterms hevire to do wiill: rarent and

teaclhier ovranfzatiors In the rutrllic relicoic wiigtiicr cor nob
TTa, Yothicrts Clubco,
havine to do withy seiicol
crencrervation ard sclool bunrces,

17. Zafety. Theme navins to do with safcty and
cafety eduecatlon, ouell ltenc beln coriented to ccelool
achivities or to school children,

2C. llescellarncous,  Any 1ten that cannobt rrorverly
e clacsified elrevwlicre zion. Ulere clasclilication coteroricr.,

There were occasions when content micht have becn

ats

i

ece ¢

n

whichh the cctiual clacsification couid be detormined uccordlin
to the above definitionz. Tor a rerort of a ITA
ricetlrn - 1n wi:lcel the gcihwol bould merlers were ~uects and

Ir viich tlie theme ¢f the meetins wias a renel discucelcn

on ccheol bud-cet; for quaritllicatlion purvoccer, tiils exurrzle



would huve been cluselified as 174 clnce tiat or unlzotlo
served as the rrisary velilicole for the news Licuw helrns
r! lisied,

In fouie cancs, bthe gublvalence of an iten wmade 1
¢ifficult bo claccliy in onc ox onother cate~ory. For
this reacon 1t was neccosary to determine the reliablilit
of the writerts atilit, to rrorcrly clascifly varlous sc
news ltems In addlilcen to tiie relictllliy of meusurcmcent,

£y

Rellability in leams
m - . 4 ..
he primary rurrocc In clhiccline

of school content in newrroapere vias not to teat the writert
or an ascelctantts ability to read a twelve-inch ruler, bul
ratiicr Lo Ilnsvre tihnt come care vould be taiten In thie
mzaourenent of the rews co thab conclicl.iey woe mulintolred
tlrousiient the course of pontlic dusrins willol
TICWe LYY TS yoed.

Tie yroceavre for crhecllln ricaturcent wan puroued
Ly haviz- betl: acclctart meacure all
Ltenr of selicol new cLle fronv rores of ol
dally and -reellly newerancras ii fOLT LC.

Toblc It indicauce that tlls consliteoney was rore
tran adenvately achilevad,

Tre diffcrcrces in ncacsurenent of front pace con-
tent were a 1little lcess ti:an one-tentlh ol one percent. On

tiem cloce, louw

would elirect

ever,

s

cince

ol
[oF8

N

urement

the only



abili

itie rere belns abie Lo reconluo cond
navin: o co will: tvulle cehools and telnt ol le to a
ly interpret a ruler., The cifferencec in fact could
traced Lo woucurine the cpace occeurled by a news Ltem
acco.ranied by an illvotration. lien one wcacurec

- -

aceuracee-

O

I

torether, the ret total is sli :itly, more tian wihen tliey arce
meacured seraravcly.
"™ ],
TATLZ
COTTATNTIZOND @ WITTZNYS A71D ASTIZTANTZ
PLASULALIIITS Of FRCIND PAGE CORTLLT
i‘easurer Front pa-e ront pae
callies Ilies
—~ 4 . < 0 ~ .
Arnclyst 2,702.5 in, S,002.5 in.
. - e ’ ~
Arsistunt 2,706.0 c,0h9.0
Reliability in Clacsificaticr.
ogually Irportunt to tiie reliavility of the rceroults

Pility of ¢
clacaifr a

cedure was

written

OTCover,

X

ens 17 :
Lffercnces In tho vwey two or norec rercol
niziter of Itemna i3 umueh rreator,

tezt clacsificatlon reliability, a

followed. TMirrcc rercons
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rmination of the writer!
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aslied to clarsify a rcorresentotive sarrle of school ltense.

fon, an Irnst:zuctor, and a Graduate

+3 ~ \ > vt '~ S e S 21 ~ H
there three perscenn studled the defliritions arnd was satls-
fied thot tney were meaninelul., Informatlon on the hocii-

crourd of tlie panel mar he found In Lprendlx T,

5

Trhe sample of itews wus sclceted by first referrin:

l o
1]

to the cate~ory cslteets that were uced during the analyc
reriod. ©rrom theee, ceveral papers were sclected by noting

EPIE TN

1
thhiat there were cuantlitative data more widely dlistributed

=
ct
<
+
®
&)
@
[4)]

igs]
(@]
o
e
o)
)—.
e}
‘-—'o
16}
0
o
O
I
.

armong the severacl caterorics
Two suchh yarers were selected and all school news 1tewrs

withh excentlon ¢f atillcetlce were clipped frorm these and
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mounted on shects ol paper. Adiacent to ezch cllinyping,
a number was n»laced which correrronded o Llet clirplin.,

1

Zecli person, after ctudyirn~ the delinitiore of Llic cate-
cories and brincins his ovm jad mient to bear uvpon tlior,
thien classiffod tlie suiyle of Ztens by placing thie nunber
of tle Ltem orrosite tiie coteory 1In wiich 1t was to be
orre 0f these chectes with

clirpincs mourbed 1o incloded in Tlluctretion 1, pope E1.

1411 of the atrletic fters and illvstrations were
cred cinee tlicce were ovviounly indicateld as belns
c reig; %ﬂvcral examrles were ineluded and 1t was
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Ise chily.AHoir
Helping the Beginner
to Add and Subtract

By Garry Cleveland Myers, PA.D. 'had learned befoce.

Some children entering the first A good way is to buy or make
grade don't know the meaning of cards with the whole combinations
a symbol like 6 when it is seen or —such as 6 plus 7 are 13—printed
heard. So the teacher spends on one side of the card, and only
much time having all the children;the 6 plus 7 on the other side.
count numbers up to 10 or higher. 'Have him say over and over, ¢

Evminu.m‘rm_mgmd7nn 13.” until he is sure he
children may be kept counting remembers it. before testing him
things as they practice adding or |on the other side.

Bay PTA
as October Meeting

East Bay School PTA held
tober meeting Monday eve
ith 50 members attending.
The first grade of Mrs. Me|
on  the membership co
‘ard with 100 per cent.
umber of members xtund:
312. The kindergarten won
om count award for most
Dts present.

Matters discussed concern

mbtrmlnl{ut:n m’":’: s"’!‘“l Most pirenll err by urging the A project for the school. Bm-
) :‘mb'" g minus cl'u'lc_i to attack too many cn_rdn at unization Program Dev@iop-
| a sitting and by testing him on, entz” and “School Financial §ir-

When these children are in the ,combinations he has not mastereda
fourth or fifth grade, they still | The secret of success is accuracy,
may keep on counting out num-| A child will tend to hurry
bers as they add or subtract. guess and thus make many mi
' _As a rule, children in the begin-| takes. By being very calm a
ning of number work are kept far Ipersuuive. induce him to go ll?

The program consisted of
ranel discussion on “Pornogra
eaded by Kdward Perkett.
'aster and Jamex (obh of th
, ‘hamber of Commerce. Mr.
! ptressed 1he importance of
, Juagazine retallers keeping

pionable publications off of
phelves. Mr. Perkett gave ff
s (0 great increase national
promplaints about pornoxrasphic
terial coming through the
addressed to  children and

(too long at counting. When help-'ly and carefully. Speed will t
ing the child with simple addition 'care of itself.

or subtraction, parents may urge

the child to count. Indeed. the par-| When. for example. he ;
ent supposes she is helping the benlhut7amlllnls.‘m.
child reason.it out. That's not ' Meeds to hurry him to say it qui
reasoning, iy. But if he counts out these num |

bers, he can't answer quickly sy
It doesn't take much practice matter how hard he tries. If youp
child pauses before correctly am-
swering. you can be pretty surg
that he has counted.
- Don't have your child practicq'
combinations of subtraction
addition the same evening. s

)
Parents who count objects

for a child to see that the numbers
he adds stand for things he can
count. As soon as he gets this
idea, he should learn by heart the
basic facts of addition like 6 and 3
are 9, 4 and 7 are 11, 2 and 8 are
10.

Although there are only 100 of

these combinations, he will need, they live and play with the child
to use them all his life. Later. he three to five. and who encourag i
can memorize the 100 basic sub- him to count things up to 10. have

ugers. The prosecutions also
caining rupidly. according to
local postmaster, who urged
1esident o bring In a1 once

material on the questionable sfe

Benzie-Leelanau

traction facts. [this child so ready for number
Iy entering school that he.  MEA Group Meets
You may help yg 1ld learn o needWygtle or no practice at
these facts of padition by having .o, piing. ; HONOR—The anuual meeting of
him _pracli agor four the Bensie-Leelanau sub-district of

the Michigan Education Association
was beld at Hoovor Monday evening
with 50 teachers from the two couna-
ties attending the session.

Following the dinner served at
the Homor church subdistrict,
President Titus Mendell of Beuson-
ia gave a talk on continuing com-
tact, closer cooperation of school
faculty members and their school
boards. encouragement of better
press coverage of school board
meetings and school activities, and
better public relations between

hool and com ity.

Sten Larson, of the Frankfort
school gave a report of the M.E.A.
regional council meeting at Trav-
erse City.

Al Amund field repr
tive of the M.E.A., spoke on *“Con-
tinulug Contracts and Tenure.”

Wil Dedicate
New Junior High
in S.L. Nov. 30

Dedication ceremonies for t
rew Spring Lake Junior Hig
School will be Monday, Nov.
and will ‘include open houses f;
3t 5pm. and 7 to 8 p.m.

A dedication program will fi
low at 8 p.m. with the speaker
yet unpicked.

A committee headed by Mrs.
kloward Snyder is handling de-
ails of the ceremony. The group

t with the Board of Education
.bight.

ILLUSTRATION 1.
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scnool news 1s shown as a percenta;e of total crace.
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D) in circulation was the firct rarlkir- rare
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of itz tectul =race devoted to school news; while the firct
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rans In total celiocl rmoia craze, o »all oosdler corrsliation
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cent ol all echool news anrcareci on the front rore, wiile
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conszider trie scliools to bte a rather importaat souree of
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PTA

The Elementary P.T.A. teach-
ers reception will meet at 8 p.m.
Thursday evening, Sept. 17, at
the High School gymnasium.

P-TA Invites |

I

Public To
Meetings

Plans were completed at a
Tuesday noon meeting of the

 executive board for the October

| 20 meeting of the Parent-Teach-;
"ers Association, to be held at1
18:00 p.m. in the auditorium. The
board met in the school cafe-

- teria.
The by-laws of the St. Louis

. Junior-Senior Parent-Teachers s
‘ Association state, in part, thatl

any person interested in the ob-
jectives of the National Congress
of Parents and Teachers, and
willing to uphold its policies and
subscribe to its by-laws may be-
come a member.

With this in mind the board
members decided that the meet-

ings this year be planned to be.

of interest to all parents, hoping

that through complete under-:

sanding and cooperation bet-
ween teachers and parents, the
-students will receive the great-

i est benefits from the present,

I'school facilities.

Speech Therapist William Wal.
lace will talk about the new
speech program in the St. Louis

Schools; and the High School
vocal group will sing at the

Tuesday night meeting.

All parents and teachers, as
well as interested citizens who
have no children in school, are
invited to attend the meeting,
advises P-TA President Fred
Carter.

ILLUSTRATION 2.

-

School safety

patrol organized |

A Safety Patrol has been or-
ganized at the Fuller Street !
School. 1

Boys are posted at Woodard's
Service Station rner, Durkee
St.; at the sch corner and
M-79, and at | ove and M-66
corner. The § are on duty
mornings and af§er school.

The following boys are mem-:
bers of the patrol: Bruce ng-*
don, Frank Spidel, Ronald
Cross, Bobby Blake, Jim Elli&
ton, Donald Suntken, Sidney
Green, Jerry McElvaine, Steven
Douse, Dennis Smith, Steven
Graham, Alan Hunt, and Cap-
tain Jerry Gray.

Parents should urge their boys
and girls to obey safety patrol‘

members.

To Meet on, Phursday

The opening of the school
year was the signal for the Wil-
liamston Education Association,
'ocal chapter of the Michigan
“ducation Association to start
~n active program under the
lead>rship of Mrs. June Stover,
president.

The annual fall picnic spon-
sored by the organization was
lheld Thursday, Sept. 10, at the
Memorial School. This event for
teachers, their families and
jother school personnel was well
{attended despite the unseason-
able weather.

The first regular meeting will
be held Thursday, Sept. 17. In
addition to a business meeting,

here will be a review of sum-
ctivities of the membergf

Noutine Announcements



Okay Change:
In Schools’

Fire Alarms

Installation of a new fire
safety program which would
tie in the school fire alarms
with the City fire alarms,
was nppm'x by the Board

of Fducati at its meeting
Tuesday.
The acthp ollows a Fire

Departmeny¥ réd@pmmendation
that “the §h fire alarms
when sounded "should also
sound in the fire station.”

Fire department and school
authorities have estimated
the cost of installing such a
system within Highland Park
at $30.69134 Of this amount,
$25.935 85 represents tYhe cost
of installation within the
public schools.

The City Council has ap-
propnated an amount to
cover 50 per cent of the cost
to the schonls. The remainder
will be paid by the School
District, which has author-

d appropriation of a sum
Nceed $13.000 ’

Disc Jockey Dance
To Begin Fall
Activities At P.H.S.

Fall activities at Portland High;
School will start with the Kick-off
Hop in the P.HS. gym Saturda
evening, Sept. 12, from 8 to 12.
Gene Healy of WILS, Lansing will
be guest disc jockey. Admission.
will be 50c per person.

The cheerlc#crs. sponsors of?
the dance, urgd you to get your'

school years

date and gstart

activities With, aft evening of dan.
ing to the necyes cyds, M.C.'d
&y one of yodr fa e disc joc-

eys.
Cheerleaders for Portland High
chool will be chosen on Monday,
ept. 14, at 3:30 by a committee
omposed of teachers and cheer-
cader sponsor, Mrs Ruth French.
Both reserve and varsity cheer-
eaders will be chosen, according
o Mrs French, and in keeping
ith a new policy, those chosen
J! be cheerleaders for the whole
ye -

School Notes

]
i
The Sexton acapella choir, under
tireetion of Frank McKowen gave
i assembly Monday at the hich
whool. Featured were the madrizal,
2roup of 16 singers, and Miss Barh-!
ra Govons, who played an original
mano  composvion.  Mrs. Sandra
Fanl directed the singing of the
Naon's Greed. in o whreh the local
<hoir also took part. Rupert Otto
payved the pano accompaniment.

Laingsburg Votes
For Bond Issue

$350,000 Proposal
Approved Monday

A $350,000 bond issue to fi-
nance the construction of a new
elementary school was finally
approved at Laingsburg Mon-
day after similar propositions
had been turned down by voters
twice in the last year.

The bond issue Monday won
by a wide margin, 316 yes to
164 no, with six ballots void.

L L)

A FIVE-MILL tax increase
for four years also passed, 399
v¢s to 183 no, with seven bul-
lets void.

Money raised by the tax in-
crease will be used for opera-
ting purposes.

Work on the construction of
the new, l4-room  clementary
schocl at the northeast edoe
o! the city is expectrd to be-
g.n as soon as possible,

L .

CLASSES ARFE now on a half
day schedule for the first «ix
grades because of lack of space

A portion «f the bond issue
rmaoney will be used to complete
and repair present school fa-
cilities. —

ILLUSTRATICON 3.
“epertorial-descriptive
content

Az

"Adult Eduéation
Advisory Group
Holds Meefing

Seven members of the advis-
ry council on the Adult Educa-
ion Program in Williamston met
ith the director of the pro-
ram, Leon Alger, Monday night
nd discussed several matters
oncerning the setting up of the
rogram.

Mcembers of the council are:
Henry Kennedy, Mrs. Andrew
Kleiver, Lester May, Bob Lewis,
Mrs. Robert Wolfe, Mrs. Charles
I.angdon, and Mrs. Wayne Gors-
line.

The group discussed a ccm-
munity survey to determine
whethir or not the adults in the
hrea are interested in such a
yrogram of adult education and

¢ s0 in what fields they would
e interested in studving.

If the results of this survev
re favorable to the program
hev hope to start classes the
‘eek of October 12 The survey
han'd he comolated by Sentem-
e 11. according to Alger.
Fnanees for the program were
aleo discussed at the mecting
which was held at the hich
cchool, and it was estimated 1hq¢

it would probably be self-su
porting.

4 New Teachers
Added to Staff
At Alba School

—_—

Four new teachers i
Fou are .
ctuded on the faculty at l,hne

Alba Public Schools

“Superintend@nt W(::;:f\ ve(:;:*l
pnosaid tha§ Mr. und Mrsg
W)nlhs Bpg 1h@gen of Monom-nj
{n;;e. Michiga are lvachingf
shop and h economics, re.

spectively.
Robert Darbe¢ of Ea :
. Rob, st
:-an Is the coach and \{TIP
ca(;‘h history. He is teaching
u{a er the Ford Foundation pro-,
gram out of Central Michigan'
Unrclvers?ly, Mt. Pleasant ;
rs. Hazel Moore of ‘M( .
;«lma has replaced Mrs. E::((::;
Mnjmcs, who retired last year
rs. Moore Is teaching kindere
gagter? ar:d first grado t
er teachers
as last year. are the sam‘e

K



EDITORIALS.....

Only recently the legislature of Michigan passed a
law making school board meetings open to the public.
The law was necessary because in some communities the
meetings of the school board were not public, and the
public was even actively held from the proceedings.

We in Nashville have been fortunate in this respect.
Our school board meetings have always been public, and
any citizen who wished to sit in on a meeting was more
than welcome. Yet few people have taken advantage of
this opportunity to see their board in action or to ac-
quaint themselves with the problems of that board.

It is not fair to any governing group to simply elect
them and then forget them. The board is YOUR board;
they were elected by you and they deserve your support.

The legislature was concerned enough with this to
pass the law. The people of the achool district should be
enough concerned to attend the meetings once in a while..

Left:

Below:

Example of
Editorial item.

Example of a re-
port of an ''au-
thoritative=-
statement."

‘GOOD MARKS TOO EASY’
American Schools Fall

To Challenge Students

Brilliant or merely above- . courses frequently seem de-
average students too rarelylsigned to complete the train-
reach their potential in the ing in citizenship begun in high
American educational system,'school or to provide the equip-
says Michael Millgate, an Eng- ment for answering general

TN

lish educator . who recently
taught at the University of
Michigan.

His views appear in the cur-
rent issue of The Michigan'
Alumnus Quarterly Review,
published at the U-M

* .

“IF A TALENTED student is
determined to get good marks,
they are too easily within
reach,”” says Millgate.
most universities the student
who is.at all brigcht can get

consistently high grades with-,

out serious effort and has little
incentive to develop his abil-
ities to their fullest extent.
“*Graduate courses are often
of high standard, comparable
to university work anywhere
in the world, but undergraduate

At

knowledge quizzes.

‘“THE INSISTENCE on stu-
dents studying subjects quite
remote from their major fields
‘may be admirable in intention,
ibut in practice usually means
/that they emerge with a use-
less smattering of many sub-
'jects and a competent know-
ledge of none.

‘““This may ‘be adequate for
those who need nothing beyond
a ready supply of cocktail con-'
versation, but no one should
pretend that it is a unlversity
education.

L L )

‘“THE ABLE student is fur-

ther discouraged by the tend-

‘ency to emphasize the memor-

tested objectively, and the re-
fusal to trust him to do serious
work on his own time.

“The British system, which
has its own failings of course,
is to trust the student much
more, by giving him fewer
specific assignments and long-
er vacations, It emphasizes
not the mere amassing of in-
formation but the development
of mental skills and habits
which will equip the student to
meet and evaluate with con-
fidence any new material —
a poem, an historical document
a syllogism — with which he
may be confronted.

[ L ]

“MOREOVER the large num-
ber of scholarships available
to British students enables
them to avoid the necessity a
great many American students
are under, of working full-time
during vacations and part-time
‘during term in order to keep
themselves at college.

‘“Working one's way throug
college’ doesn't quite squar
with that other popular slogan
‘making the mos} of college.
however much it may be in th
authentic American tradition,’

ization of facts which can be Millgate contends.

ILLUSTRATION 4.

Two examples of interpretive-jud;emental content



“It's @ Family Affair

Word Games Can Help
to Make Learning Fun

By Garry Cleveland Myers, Ph.D. 'leltcr at the beginning of each

Some while ago I advised that word in its group and to listen for
when you help your child. in the'its sound as he says the word.
first grade, to lcarn the names of | After the child has had much
the different letters of the alpha-:practice with pictured words. each
bet, you should dwcll first on the of whose beginning sound is that
consonants. They are easier to of only a single consonant like
learn than are the vowels. ‘c. b, p.-introduce him to pictured
~words beginning with a sound

onsonant has | d made by two or more letters to- .
c' sonan ds only  one  soun gether—sled, skate, broom. |
whereas each vowel has several o hi find { bi
different sounds. Besides, moslzI Hop. ':’" in groupsm;) pic-
words begin with a consonant. ':)""re: “I:):ets ;;) c‘: ‘:"t o.ne pra;‘le
Here's some good home fun: 'to thespage paper, group
'll)raw or cut out from old n“mg;} Here are some samples: Trac-
azines or newspapers groups of (o, "vo.in trap. trunk: bridge. bri-
pictures of things whose names dic. brush, broom: stool, stork
begin with the same letter and stove, star; crane, crib , crow,
sound—car, cat, cane, coat; bug, crab
bag, box, bird; pail. pig. pan, pen. )

With but few exceptions. each

. , After he has practiced on groups
Let the child paste these pic-| like these. of pli)ctured word.f. lead
tures on a page, one group to the: him on to say aloud groups of
page. Then have him name the \.irds not pictured but beginning
pictures in each group and listen \.iih sounds made of two or more
for the beginning sound of each letters: trip. try. trick. This he
name. ;would do best aiter practicing on
This is the kind of a thing a "(he pictured group of tractor,
youngster may like to do even train. truck.
before beginning school. It could - In like manner practice him on
give him a total of many hours of ¢\ no non-pictured words he sees
vse{ul fun at finding such groups following each other grouping of
of pictures, cutting them out and pictured words.
pasting them on a sheet of paper

! Imost  any parent is smart
or page of a scrapbook. Almos v p

enough to direct this kind of home
: After the child. say in the first fun with phonics. Such practice
grade, has learned his letters you may also help the child of the
should type or print under each third or higher grade who has
picture its name Then as he asso- trouble with sonnds in words, AnA(I
ciates each name-word with its no matter what the teacher’s
picture he can be let to see the methods are, this should not hing

ILLUSTRATION 5.

Left: Example of syndi-
cated item.

Below: Example of wire-
services item.

Union Leader Says
Schools Let Down

DETROIT ¢ — Leonard  Wood-
cock, vice president of the United
Auto Workers Union, said today
that schools should be freed *'from
-primary dependence upon property
taxes for support.”

In a speech prepared for the
Detroit Teachers' Institute,
Woodcock, who isx a member of
the board of governors of Wayne
State University, said such de-
pendence “is now  politically
dangerous."’

He declared ‘*‘the incipient tax-
payers’ revolts are instinctive re-
actions against unfair systems of
taxation."

The solution, Woodcock said, “is
greater state aid through revenues |
collected in a fair and equitable|
|manner and, most necessary of|
-all, federal aid to education in all|
its forms.”

FALLING DOWN

: Woodcock said “Amecrica is fall-
ing down on the job" of education
of its youngsters. He said less
than { per cent of the nation's
gross national product goes for
education as aganist an estimatec
10 to 15 per cent in Russia,

Other examples of interpretive~ judgemental content
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:CONTIOV‘RS'AL MATTER
'More Teachers Allow

Pupils Plan Studies

More and more teachers are| What do the critics have to
permitting students to takel!say? ‘“They maintain that let-
part in planning the contentiting pupils help run the show
and activity of their social impairs learning,” Westerman
studies classes, says W. Scott'says. ‘“They feel that pupils’
Westerman (Ph, D.), Univer-!interests are frequently shal-
ty of Michigan assistant pro- low, whimsical, concerend with

Left: Another example of an
"authoritative-state-
ment.,"

fessor of education. Ithe immediate and unrelated
Whether pupils should enjoy:to their fundamental needs. Below: Example of inter-
this privilege is still a contro- . . :

pretive content in

versial matter among educa-! FURTHER, THE critics
straight reporting

tors. ‘‘But there are signs that charge that when pupils pick
teacher-pupil planning is being the course content, it is either
increasingly accepted a nd’'not sufficiently challenging or
used,”” Westerman says. “‘It's is too difficult and stresses pu-
being more widely used and pill concern to the neglect of
used at various grade, intel-,wider social concerns.
ligence and course levels, Cri-| ‘‘They feel there is also apt
ticisms have diminished.” to be a lack of continuous
. . 'learning, and a few puplls
WESTERMAN HIMSELF {s have a tendency to dominate
optimistic about letting stu- the situation. They also say
~dents share the planning load it's a time waster because
with their teachers. *'If the the teacher doesn't have a
teacher attends to preparatory chance to guide efficlent learn-
activities, including the eamb-'mg
lishment of broad frameworks| ‘Neither of these positions
"within which he may guide pu-|is completely supported by re-
!pils, successful  teacher-pupil search studies,”” Westerman
planning is apt to be assured,” concludes. *But the voice of
he asserts. the critics 1is getting fainter
But the idea still stirs de- and teacher-pupil planning is
bate. According to Westerman, now well accepted and we ll
““Those in favor of teacher-pu-)defined.”

pil planning say it gives spe-:

.cial attention to pupils’ inter- .

cests and deed Pupils are M d F d Hf S h I
bottor motivated and partici- a a ' s C OO
,quantity of learning experien- pp

(ces and a better quality of High heels??.
learning. és7?. Suits??,

'pate more generally and with
‘greater efficlency. This results
. L] . )
What is this mad fad going
around St. Louis I.gh?

/in an increased variety and

Dressy  dress-|plun, but as the weeks pro-
gressed cach succeeding Friday
fourd more and more student;

| “THOSE IN favor also point decked out in  their “‘Sunday

‘out that teacher-pupil planning

resembles democracy in ac-
tion. It provides significant

practice in citizenship. It de-:
Q‘(-lops the skills of self-govern-:

"

1ent and decision making.

Dress-up day at St. Lecuis Hig!.
School seems to have been start-
ed as a practical joke but haz
caught on throughout the higk
school.

It all began Friday before the
Corunna-St. Loujs football game
when a few Jurior girls showed
up at school in dresses and high
heels. Rumor has it that this
was in honor of the opposing
teams funeral.

The first Friday not many stu.
dents carried out the original

ILLUSTTATICN Ga

E:annles of interpretive-iud“emental

content

3est”, even the boys, with suits,
tics—and polished shoes.

This practical joke met with
‘aculty approval and now Fri-
day has become unomcmlly
*dress-up day'’ for all St. Louis
High School Students. Faculty
and stndents agree that this-
was a good innovation for this
school.

Townspeople, relieved at the

absence of jeans and slacks,
add, ‘‘Me Too".
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Baldwin PTA Hears

1370

v

Automobile Club Talk

“What Does Father Know
About Safety’” was the pro-
gram at Baldwin School PTA's
first meeting of the year
Thursday evening.

Joseph Zabelski of the Au-

tomobile Club spoke.

Honor PTA

HONOR -- The ecffect of in-;
creased enrollment on the school
was discussed by Supt. Robert
Lone at a meeting of the Honor
PTA this week.

Mr. Lone pointed out that if
further building is not done in the
near future, the high school pro-
gram will be adversely affected.

Further discussion of this mat-
ter will be held at the next PTA
meeting, October 5, at which time|
it is hoped that a decision can be
i made about additional «¢lassroom
ispace. ' i
‘ L _ o

ILLUSTRATION 7.

Mrs. Ray Ritter, president,
introduced new officers.

* * *

They are Mrs, Rolland
Wright, vice president; Don-
ald Frericks, father vice pres-
ident; Mrs. Edith McKee,

" teacher vice president; Mrs.

Jack Harroun, recording sec-
retary; Mrs. Gust Johnson,
corresponding secretary; Mrs.

George Larson, treasurer and
Mrs. Nicholas Morris, histor-
ian,

* * * *

Council delegates are Ray
Ritter, Mrs. Harry Wallace,
Mrs. Larson and Mrs. Harvey
Dennis, alternate. ,

A social hour followed the
business meeting.

Hostesses were Mrs. James
Scott, Mrs. Conrad Burlison,
Mrs. Raymond Ellsworth, Mrs,
Walter Pointer, Mrs. Reul Bak-
er and Mrs, Herbert Slaght,

Contrasts in reporting styles of two PT-A meetings.
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&oxifh“‘éw'\ ,
ov. 8-14 American
ducation Weekﬂn

s g ehilds the e ioa
chool Dedication, Open Hoy
se

Highlighti
. \I!o'agshhkh% Wil Educataﬁ ools ek

Hold an Open House o
= at\ ‘m'u‘s.e _wiee
‘?‘g\se o ‘,“;’ra‘isge :ndlAs)praiseE trour Schools’
isi i tion W
1s Thome ot cm bt Yot

ILLUSTRATION 8.
American Education Week Il give e
in the headlines. t training .M\:de

-| From 1922 on. the observance
| has been co-sponsored by the U. S.
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CHAPTER V
FEATURES AND EDITORIALS

Feature articles and editorials project a more
personal point of view into the news, On this basis, one
can say that these kinds of 1ltems require a more creative
effort on the part of the writer.than would normally be
requlired in a routine announcement or in a rerortorial
description. Features could usually be described as
'human interest! since their purpose is seldom to report
'news! but rather to make an everyday-type of event into
a meanincful and news-worthy occurrence.

It follows that features and editorials about schools
are not only indicatlons of putlic interest but in many
cases also provide insight into the nature of the relation-
ship between the school and the newspaper. This 1is more
true of features than of editorials since the writing of
a feature almost always necessitates some measure of co-
operatlion and communication between persons in the schools
and persons from the newspaper. Iditorials on the other
hand may require this cooperation in a few situations but
by and large editorials are in the form of reactions to

people and events,
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In terms of readership, research discloses that
editorlals receive less readership in daily newspapers

1 Fditorials recelve

than do features, or human interest.
higher readership in weeklies than in dailies but again,
human Interest ranks higher for both dallies and weeklles.
Though there has been no research into weekly readership
that approaches the scope of the continuing study of daily
newspaper readership conducted by the Advertisling Research
Foundation, Schramm and Ludwlg compared the findings of
twenty-four different readership surveys 1n order to synthe-
gize the various conclusions on readership in these studies.zr
On the basis of this investigation these writers concluded
that, ". . . local editorials are better read on the average
than half of the other content categories in a weekly."3
And that, "Human interest ranks higher in readership than

b In that study, human interest items ranked

general news,"
fifth among slxteen catezories for both men and women. Local
editorials ranked ninth for men and tenth for women. This
research alone sugrests that school administrators should

encourace increased use of features on various aspects of

the schools.

lrne Advertising Research Foundation, The Continuing
Study of YFewsnarapr Readinc: 138-Study Surmary (liew York: The
Advertising nesearch roundation, 195L), P. L.

21711bur Schramm and Merritt Ludwig, "The Weekly News-
paper and its Readers," Journalism Quarterly, 28:3, 1951,
ppo 301‘31’4.0

31bid., p. 30l.
L1vid., p. 311.
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Because features and editorials represent an im-
rortant aspect of the school content and since 1t is estab-
lished that these receive comparatively good readership,
it was fel£ that the nature of editorials and features

deserved unique discussion iIn this thesls.

Feature Articles on The Schools

Althouch weekly newspapers devoted more space pro-
portionately to editorials, dally newspapers printed more
feature articles on the schools than weeklies. Duflng the
entire course of the study, a total of nine feature articles
appeared in weekly newspapers and five of these appeared
as a series 1n one paper. Dally newspapers on the other
hand printed a total of thirty-six feature articles not
including syndicated copy. Among those printing features,
three dailies contributed more than half. Paper "F" did
an interesting series in which a reporter, "Goes Back to
School." This series covered thirteen weekly articles and
provided a reader with a description and Interpretation of
the activities that involve pupils from kindergarten through
hish school. Paper "A" ran a number of unrelated features
at relatively regular intervals, and it regularly ran a
series in which specific students wrote essays under the
title,"What Education lMeans to Me." These were specifically
written for the paper and were always accompanied by the

pupil's photograph.
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All of the other dailies with the exception of paper
"H" ran at least one feature article. These covered a broad
range of school affairs; paper "A" for example printed a
feature about the school lunch program with the unique head-
line, " School's Lunchrooms Serve Education With Food."
The article polnted out the ideas of the system's diqtician
on balanced diets and how children must be taught to eat
properly. Paper "B" did a fine feature under a by-line
about the experlences of a substitute teacher. Titled,
"Substitute Teacher Has Life of Riley?" The article was
excellently written and pointed out both the work and satis-
faction inherent in tegching school.

A feature article which exemplified a careful and
competent attempt at explaininc the importance of art in
the individualt!'s intellectual growth was one--in this
writert!s view--which appeared in paper "B" under the
heading, "Today's Art Educators Frown on Coloring Books."
The theme of the piece was contalned in a quote by the
supervisor of art in the school, viz: ", . . it is our
attempt to teach children to be original thinkers--creative-
ness in the arts has common attributes with creativeness
in the sciences." Thils article was accompanied by thirty-
four column-inches of photographs; was located all across
the urper half of the first paze of a section, and ran a

total of sixty-four column-inches.
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The treatment of schools in feature articles in the
larger dally newspapers invites speculation recarding the
roles of the education editor and the school public relations
person. Just as the education editor is a person familiar
with the purposes, function and operation of schools, there
are people 1n the schools themselves who could play a simil-
lar role from the other 'end.!'! That 1s, for newspapers not
large enough for the Inclusion of an education editor, some
rerson in the schools could likely be found to perform such
a function to the complete satisfaction of the newspaper.
The very high quality of most of the feature articles found
during this study sucgests that this 1is an area that de-

serves greater attentlion from btoth schools and press.

Treatment and Coverage in Editorials

During the course of analyzing the school content
of newspapers included in this study, a total of sixty-
nine different edltorials with a combined space of 558
columm-inches apnpeared in both dally and weekly newspapers,
Very few of these editorials could be viewed as unfavorably
critical; most were highly complimentary to the work of the
schools and urged a greater rublic concern on behalf of
educatlon., !any of the latter appeared in comnection with
American Education Week, November 8-1l.

Critical editorlals were concerned with the need

for program quallity without additional outlay of funds,
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calling for greater efficlency in economy of operation and
with criticism of speciflc programs like driver-training
and in the case of one paper, athletics.l A few others
were not critical but favored additional science and mathe-
matics training.

Favorable editorials ranged all the way from tri-
butes to successful athletic teams to praise of a new high
school which was not in the district primarily served by
the newspaper.

Editorials were about evenly divided between weekly
and dally newspapers. Since the daily papers are issued
six times as often as the weeklies, it must be concluded
that weekly papers devote a greater proportion of attention
to schools editorially than daily papers. Table 19 presents

conmparisons of weekly and daily newspapers.

TABLE 19

ZDITORTAL COMPARISONS FOR DAILY AND
WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS

Papers Column-inches Percent of total
of editorials school news
Dally newspapers 283.0 1%
Weekly newspapers 275.0 1.6
Total 558.0 .98 %

1rhis paper ranked fifth among dailies in the amount
of space devoted to athletlics and athletic illustratlons.
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Though the editorials that appeared were predomi-
nantly favorable to the schools, the small overall percentage
of editorials written about the schools suggests two possible
inferences. First, one might assume that newspavpers are
relatively well satisfied with the schools otherwise edi-
torials would have been more frequent and more critical.
Second, one might infer that regardless of favorableness,
newspapers are nelther satisfied nor dissatisfied but are
merely apathetic. The first of these inferences seems the
more likely; if newspapers were apathetic there would not
have been as much space devoted to schools In other sections

of the paper.

Schools and Sputnik in Editorials

The limited amount and nature of space given to
schools in the form of editorial comment seems to refute
a popular myth among some educators today to the effect
that education is treated often and critically in the com-
ments of editors. PFurthermore, such generalizations tend
to trace increased school publicity to reactlons by editors
following Russia's launching of Sputnik in 1957. During
the period of this analysis, there were no editorials which
related educatlon with the space-race between fhis nation
and the Soviet Unlon.

In order to gain some insight into the nature of

editorial reaction to Sputnik as this event was seen to
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affect education in this country at the time, the writer
decided to examine editorials in three daily newspapers
for the period October 5, 1957--the day that the news of
Sputnik was first announced--through December 31, 1957.

The quantitative content analysis served to guilde
the selection of the three daily newspapers'for this pur-
pose. The three newspapers were selected on the besis of
total content gilven to school news during the three-months!
analysis period. One paper was selected because 1t ranked
high in total content; another because 1t was at or near
the mean total of content, and a third because 1t ranked
low in total content.

This phase of the study was not a rigorous attempt
at a detalled analysis of the Sputnik reaction as reflected
in newspapers. Now, and during the last two years, there
has been a general tendency for public pronouncement to
the effect that educational academia is a front page story
as a result of Sputnik. Thils study certainly indicates
that school news having to do with curriculum and teaching
method occuples greater space than perhaps ever before;
the writer was therefore curious to know how certain news-
papers, within the sample used in this study, treated the
advent of Sputnik and more important, what had these papers
to say about the schools in relation to that event. The
purpose was therefore one of exploratlion only. For this

reason, the editorials of weekly newspapers were not examined.
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The newspapers whose editorials were examined were
papers "A,"™ "E," and "G." The following table presents
some data for these three newspapers which may serve as a

point of reference of the discussion which follows.

TABLE 20
SELECTED DATA FOR THEE THREE SPUTNIK NEWSPAPERS

———

Paper Circulation Total School Total Curriculum

News News
A 59,345 9,566.5 col.in. 549.0 col.in.
E 8,040 5,259.0 471.5
G 14,783 3,257.5 86.5

Editorial Reaction to Sputnik.

On October i, 1957, the Soviet Union launched the
world!s first earth satellite made by men. 'The event was
purportedly to be expected not of the Soviet Unilon, but of
the United States. The United States had made an announce-
ment close to the start of the International Geophysical
Year that it would launch an artificial earth satellite
before that international scientific observance drew to its
close in December, 1957.

As one editorial stated, ". . . had the United
States done this instead of the Russians, people would have

not been surprised. It 1s the kind of thing that had come
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to be expected of us." The implication is both obvious
and valld; 1t was not expected of Russla and 1t did come
as an over-whelming surprise.

It would be folly to even guess at the amount of
actual newspaper space that in one or another way has been
given to Sputnlik and its followers. Nor even in this
minute exploration was any attempt made at quantifying
space given to Sputnik throughout the newspaper. For many
weeks after the first beeps of the tiny satellite's radilo
were heard, it was a continuing news story. After the
event 1itself faded, its Implications and the political and
military events it motivated were major news stories. Since
then, the trials and tribulations of missiles and men and
of space and the moon have been notable and newsworthy.

The little Russian moon signalled the start of a
great race. It 1s oddly true, however, that the Unlted
States only became aware of its participation in that race
after its opponent had this great headstart.

The race itself and its many ramifications absorbed
the attention of editorial writers if these three newspapers
are representative. In a period of three months, these
three newspapers printed a total of forty-three different
editorlals related to Sputnik, or in which Sputnik was the
essential motivation for the plece. Of this total, only five
were related to education. These five appeared in two of the

newspapers; three of them in one paper.
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During this three-month period from October 5, 1957,
through December 31, 1957, there were four major events in
what one might label, the Sputnik cycle. First there was
the launching of Sputnik I on October l; secondly, on
November 2, the Soviet Union launched Sputnik II--a much
heavier vehicle which carried a dog and appropriate instru-
ments for testing its reactions (this one was sometimes
called "muttnik.") The third event in the cycle was the
much heralded but dismal failure of the United States!
Vanguard on December 6. The fourth event was the success-
ful launching by the United States of the Atlas Inter-
continental Ballistics Missile (ICBM) on December 17.

At least one, or all of the newspapers reacted
editorially to all four of these events. Not at all re-
lated to Sputnik but by coincidence of timing, another
event occurred almost in the middle of this three-months!
cycle. This was American Education Week. It was in ob-
servance of this event that four of the five editorials
appeared in which education was related to the satellites.
Though the third newspaper also gave edltorial space to
the observance of American Education Week, it did not
relate the event to Sputnik. The nature of editorial treat-
ment of Sputnik in each of the three newspapers follows.

Treatment of Sputnik in newspaper "A."--Newspaper

"A," the largest of the three papers both in circulation
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and average thickness, printed a total of sixteen edi-
torials related to Sputnik. Ten of these were written
during October; three were written in November, and three
more 1n December.

The first editorial in newspaper "A" was some-
what congratulatory and merely speculated generally about
the fact that a satellite was launched. On October 7,
another editorial appeared with the general theme that
we must admit that Russia can do something. This was fol-
lowed by eight other editorials during the remainder of the
month which seem to fall 1Into three categories of corment:
(1) editorials of reassurance; i.e., the satellites pose
no great threat to peace and "we are not awed" by them;
(2) editorials critical of services rivalry and secrecy;
and (3) editorials of explanation for our lag in space
science as well as implications of Sputniks.

These three categories seem to hold true for all
three newspapers. Editorials related to education would
fall into the third of these categories. Paper "A" was
mostly reassuring in its editorial treatment of Sputnik.
This point of view 1s typified by an editorial that
appeared following the United States! failure with the
Vanguard on December 6. It was to the effect that the
failure was "not important" and though possibly humiliating

in some few respects, it should be remembered that our
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scientists felt»". . . the hot breath of public expectancy
on the backs of their necks." Next time, the editorial
pointed out, we would be more careful and we would succeed.
Again there was the reassurance that these satellites are
not weapons and that the United States is in no jeopardy
from them.

An edltorial of fourteen column-inches during
American Education Week urgéd citizens to visit schools
and become acquainted with educational problems. It made
no reference at all to Sputnik or to svace.

There was only one editorial in newspaper "A" that
was critical in any sense of the word. Thls pilece merely
cormented on a report of the National Science Foundation
which was critical of the secrecy which prevented trans-
lation of Russlan scientific journals. These purported
to openly explaln many things about Sputnik. The editorial
suggested that even though secrecy was necessary and to be
desired, this report by the National Science Foundation
deserved careful and thoughtful consideration by our
statesmen.

Editorial treatment of Sputnik in newspaper "E."--

Although newspaper "E" was not as optimistic as paper "A,"
it became more reassuring and confident during the last
two months. Its early reactions, in the form of five

editorials during the month of October, were critical of
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United States Intelligence agencies for not better informing
us of the Russian's progress, and speculatively anxlous
about the effect of the Russian success on the prestige
of the United States among small nations. Interdepart-
mental rivalry among the Army, Navy, and Air Force also
incurred some rather sharp criticism from this newspaper.
Following the Soviet launching of Sputnik II on November 2,
this newspaper assumed an attitude of grave concern. Under
the heading, "A Must Program," an editorial of November 5,
urged that the United States mlssile program be geared to
top efficiency and that the paramount objective be just
to "catch up.”

Four days later, followlng President Elsenhower's
announcement that Dr. James Killian of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, was to direct the Scientific
Defense Program, an editorial appeared entitled "Reassurance."
The point of view was optimism and thils optimism‘was main-
tained during the remaining months.

On November 13 and in observance of American Edu-
cation Week, this newspaper printed an editorial commenting
on shortages of teachers and facilities in public education.
The editorial pointed out that "recent Russlan attainments"
had prompted criticisms of our educational system to the
effect that we do not place enough stress on sclence nor

provide adequate opportunities for the above-average student,
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and then 1t posed the question as to whether or not current
deficlencles in education might be caused by public apathy
rather than ". . . by those who head up our educational
progcrams.” It finished by suggesting that the crucial
questions are: what does America erpect of its schools,
and are we willing to pay the price?

On December 28, another editorial eppeared that
had some comnment about education. Titled, "Let's Not Grow
Hysterical," the writer labelled as 'hysterical,! a
Pennsylvania proposal to mandate a six-day school week.
The editorlal writer pointed out that our educational pro-
gram very likely would see some changes as a result of a
renewed public interest in scholarship but ‘o0 increase
the school year by more than twenty percent ". . . merely
for the sake of a crash program would appear to be putting
the cart before the horse."” The polnt was made that regard-
less of the length of the school day, little could be
accomplished without better facilities and better teachers
and these cost dollars.

Editorial treatment of Sputnik in newsvaper "G."--

A predominance among editorials in newspaper "G" were con-
cerned with the arms race and with the implications of
Sputnik propaganda purposes, thus the converse effect on
the United States' prestige abroad. Again the reassurance
theme was apparent. An early editorial following the

announcement of Sputnik I pointed out that "he who is first"
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has nothing to do with "he who is best." Missile secrecy
came in for some criticism, the point of view being that
it was no longer an advantage and might actually be a
barrier to cooperation with other free nations.

Following Sputnikx II, a somewhat solerm piece
appeared under the heading "Score, 2 to 0." The writer
pointed out that the launching of a much heavier satellite
had more serious implications for the United States and
surgested that only spectacular developments in our own
space program could counter-balance the effect of this
latest Russian achievement on the neutral and tremulous
nations of the world.

In reaction to the Vanguard failure, an editorial
appeared adviéing that equally bad is our tendency to "talk
too much." The proint in this editorial was that even though
three out of ten attermpts to launch a satellite fall even
for the Russians, they keep their fallures a secret and
we broadcast ours to the world.

This fallure was seen as "our greatest test"--the
test of our faith in ourselves. The writer was reassuring
that our scientists would succeed. Following the success-
ful launching of the Atlas ICBiil, an editorial followed
which said, in effect, I told you so. This optimlsm held

for the remainder of the monta.
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Newspaper "G" printed three editorials related to
education in connection with Sputnik. The first of these
entitled, "Soviet Education," presented sore of those now
famous, early statistics about the number of Russian
graduates in specialist fields and the number studying in
institutions of higher learning. The point of view was
to the effect that this nation's schools need not attempt
to match the Spartan aspects of the Soviet system but,

", . . if we are not to fall seriously behind in science
and its vital applications to Iindustry and defense, many
thousands of youngsters are golng to have to dig in harder
on the science subjects."

Interestingly, this was followed in two weeks by
another editorial entitled, "More Research Needed," which
pointed out that in our soclety, sclentists can not be
dictated to, and that the scientist's training in the
United States, ". . . intense though it is, must be set
in a broad frame of humanistlc studles. Thus he will have
full grasp of the human values men cherish, and will be
able to serve . . . all humanity in any additional capacity,
public or private, for which he shows talent."

A third editorial related to education appeared
in newspaper "G" on December 20. Intitled, "Another Side
of Soviet Science," this plece recalled the earlier editorial

about Russian graduates and suggested that the former
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editorial was hasty. A 3/all Street Journal report was

quoted which pointed out that we do as well proportionately
as the Soviets and even better in the percentages of our
students who get into college and the percentage of those
that eventually graduate. It was also polnted out that
many of the so-called higher educational iInstitutions in
the Soviet Union were little more than slightly advanced

trade schools.

Summary

Editorials and feature articles requlire greater
effort in writing than routine news 1tems. For this reason
these kinds of content--whether written about schools or
anything else--necessitate some measure of creativity in
composition. It follows therefore that editorials and
features bring a more personal point of view to the sub-
ject at hand and on the basis of this 1t was felt that
these kinds of content deserved unigque discussion in this
thesis.

It was pointed out that research indicates feature
items get higher readership than editorials and that edi-
torials also get higher readership than half of the other
kinds of content in weekly newspapers. Weekly newspapers
cive more space proportionately to editorials about the
schools than do daily newspapers; on the other hand, daily

newspapers give greater emphasis to feature articles. 1In
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dally newspapers that have education editors, one would
expect more frequent features; this in turn may be a com-
petitive motivation for other dailly and some weekly news-
papers to also give more attentlion to the feature.

Editorlals that comment on school matters constitute
a small proportion of space but those that appear are pre-
dominantly favorable. The relative lack of editorial space
should not be construed as leck of interest since the total
amount of space given to school news throughout newspapers
indicates that this represents an important area of news
in the view of newspaper editors and publishers.

The small amount of space and the very limited amount
of critical comment about schools in editorials in addition
to a tendency in recent years for educators to assume that
editors are rather fond of talking about education led the
writer to examine another aspect of editorial treatment of
schools. Since the éssumption referred to above is usually
based on the nremise that Sputnik sparked an editorial re-
action which included rmuch comment about the role of the
schools, the writer decided to examine editorial reaction
to Sputnik for three months following the advent of the
Russian satellite in October, 1957. Though this represented
merely a phase of this study and was not designed as a

rigorous analysls, there i1s indlication that newspapers did
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not relate Sputnik to schools in more than a token sense.
loreover, those editorials which did relate them were pre-

dominantly favorable to the work and purposes of the

schools,



CHAPTER VI

SUITMARY, CONCLUSIONS, RECOIMIEINDATIONS,
AND IMPLICATIONS FOR FURTHZR RESEARCH
Surmary

This study was concerned with an analysis of the
school content in Michigan newspapers. The purposes of
the study were:

(1) To determine the quantity and quality of school
news appearing in lMichigan newspapers and the identification
of trends through comparisons with a similar study.

(2) To determine implications for improving school-
community communications.

In pursuing the purposes outlined above, the fol-
lowing hypotheses were developed and served as a basis for
the research:

(1) That dally and weekly newspapers cover a wide
variety of educational activities and functlons dealing
with public schools.

(2) That there are no significant differences
anong various topics of school news ranked by the amount
of space given them by newspapers. (Daily and weekly news-

papers treated as separate classes.)
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(3) That there are no significant differences among
newspapers when ranked and compared on the amount of space
given to each topic of school news. (Daily and weekly news-
papers treated as separate classes.)

(L)

newspapers ranked by the percent of total space each paper

That there are no significant differences among
gives to each topic of school news. (Treating daily and
weekly newspapers as separate classes,)

(%)

method willl have increased in comparison to space given to

That space given to curriculum and teaching

these topics in a previous study.
In exploring various methods of approach to thils

problem, it was necessary to consider published research

and literature in a number of
grated in the general body of
Subject-matter sreas explored
conceptual framework for this
administration, school public

general communication theory.

areas of inquiry seldom inte-
educational literature.

in an effort to provide a
study included: school

relations, journalism, and

Prior to 1920, there was practically no literature

published which related specifically to school public re-

lations.

represent an important source of news.

Several early studies established that the schools

Others attempted to

define the extent of what school patrons know about the

nature and functlon of thelr schools, and still others
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attempted to determine what kinds of information about the
schools people expected newspapers to provide them.

The conclusions of these studlies were varied but
there was general agreement that newspapers give undue
emphasls to certaln aspects of the school program while
other school activities are relatively ignored. Research
in later years indicated that the public 1s provided little
information about those aspects of the school program that
it would like to know more about.

Students of both education and journallism have also
examined what is actually belng published about the schools
in newspapers. In a large proportion of such studies, the
actual quantity and quality of the school news was determined.

More recently, an analysis of newspaper photographs
and an interdiscliplinary approach to the school-community-
cormunication problem were attempted which represent new
approaches to research in this general area.

The technique of research used in many such studies
is a method known as content analysis. This research method
was used in the present study and its methodology was dis-
cussed.

In pursulng the purposes of this study, school con-
tent was analyzed in eight daily and fifteen weekly news-
papers. This sample was randomly selected by accepted
statistical procedures and represented the universe of

newspapers in the state of lMichigan.
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Twenty classifications were used into which various
school news 1ltems were categorized. In addition to these
classifications, school content was also categorized by the
number and type of items appearing on front pages and by
the number and type of photographs printed. These pro-
cedures constituted what has been defined as quantitative
analysis.

The reliability of the writer'!s classification of
school content as well as reliabllity in measuring and
quantifying the content was established in two ways. First,
an assistant and the writer separately measured all school
content appesring on the front pages of all newspapers and
then compared these quantifications; secondly, representative
samples of school content were submitted to a panel of three
judges together with definitions of the classifications and
differences in their classificatlions were noted.

Variations among the various newspapers in the
sample were great. Some of these varlations were plainly
evident from the tabular presentations while others were
statistically analyzed using the Spearman rank order (rho)
correlation, and the Friedman two-way analysis of variance
test (X,.2).

The quantificatlon of the school content was pro-
ceeded by totaling the number of colurm-inches of spéce

given to each of the twenty classifications; totaling the
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number of items by topic for all front page space given
schools; and determining the total amount of space available
in each newspaper by multiplying the page size by the number
of 1issues in the three-month perliod. The number and type
of school photographs were also noted.

A qualitative analysls was also presented. Tkis
analysis attempted to categorize school content by charac-
teristics and treatment and also involved inferences based
on the quantitative data. A number of illustrations of
representative content were presented in connection with
discussion in the qualitative analysis.

FPeature articles and editorials, due to the nature
of the more creative effort involved in the writing, were
discussed uniquely in this study. This led the writer to
investizate the nature of editorial space given to schools
in relation to the launching of Sputnik by the Soviet Union.

Three daily newspapers were selected for study of
editorial comment following the advent of the Soviet
satellite in October, 1957. These three newspapers were
visited by the writer and editorials were studled for the
period October 5, 1957, through Decewber 31, 1957. The
attempt here was to ascertain the nature of editorial com-

ment about schools in relation to the news of Sputnik.



Newspaper Space Given to The Schools

Within the limits established by this study, a total
of 5,,827.5 column-inches of school news was analyzed. Cor-
relation by rank order between the circulation of newspapers
and total school content indicated a weak relationship for
dally newspapers and no significant relationshlp for weekly
newsparers. Correlation between the thickness of a news-
paper and total space given to schools indicated no sieni-
fi;ant relationship for daily newspapers but there was a
hizh positive correlation on these variables for weekly
newsparers.

When newspapers were ranked by thickness and also
by the percentage of school news appearing on front pages,
and a rank order correlation computed, it was found that
there was & significant negative correlation; that is, as
newspapers increase in thickness there 1s a tendency to
print less school news on the front page. Dally newspapers
printed a smaller number of ltems about the schools on the
front page than did weeklies, consequently daily newspapers
printed nothinzs of certain categories on front pages to
which weeklies devoted numerous items. Among weekly news-
papers, athletics accounted for the greatest number of front
page topics, while among dally newspapers, financial topics

accounted for the greatest number.
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An important consideration here, however, 1s the
fact that the front page constitutes a great majority of
the total news-hole among weekly newspapers; i.e., the
chances of any item of news getting on the front page are
much greater for weekly newspapers of small thickness than
for other larger weeklles or for dallies. In addition to
this, weekly newspapers derend more on area and local news
to f£ill the paper since most of these do not have access
to wire services. Also, the weekly newspaper prints one
issue to every six for the average daily newspaper and
therefore 1tems that mean front page importance even to
the larger weekly newspapers are relegated to the inside
pages of daililes leaving the front page for national, state,
and international news items.

Both daily and weekly newspapers devote proportional
attentlon to the same kinds of school news. Athletics and
athletic illustrations accounted for considerably greater
percentage of total space among dally newspapers than among
weeklles, though the weeklles gave more attentlon to ath-
letics than to any other category of school news. Among
daily papers, athletics and athletic illustrations accounted
for 53.2 percent of all the school content; these two cate-
gories accounted for 36.7 percent of all school content
among weekly newspapers. General illustrations, curriculum,

finance, and miscellaneous school items accounted for another

35.9 rercent of the school content among weelly newspapers
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and for 25.lp percent of the remaining school news space in
dally newspapers. Together with athletics and athletic
illustrations, these categories accounted for 72.3 percent
of all school content in weekly newspapers. Three other
categories accounted for notable amounts of space; these
were general 1llustrations, PTA, and student activities.

There are a number of probable explanations for
the dominance of athletic content but certalinly an im-
portant one has to do with the regularity of athletic con-
tests throughout the year. Added to this is the fact that
the competitive nature of athletics necessitates that some
information be printed which informs the team follower of
the activities of other teams. This certainly is not true
of a school board meeting. Yet school board meetings are
also regular events and though they do not occur as often
as athletlc events, they are regularly covered. Moreover,
forty-three items relating to school boards appeared on
the front pages of both dally and weekly newspapers. Only
five other items appeared with greater frequency on front
pages.

There were great differences in the amounts of space
different newspapers gave to different topics of school
news. However, this was a difficult conclusion to reach
by examining rankings of each paper on each category since

this presented the analyst with a two-way table of 160 cells
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for daily newspapers and 300 cells for weekly newspapers.
This problem was solved by submnitting the ranked data to
the Friedman two-way analysis of variance test (Xre). The
hypothesis that there were no differences in the ways cate-
gories of school news rank from one paper to the next was
rejected on the basis of this statistical analysis.

There were also great differences 1n the ways the
newspapers themselves ranted by the amount of space given
to each of the various categories. This examined whether
or not a paper with greater average thickness (number of
pages per issue) gave more space to various school topics
than papers with less thicknesses. On the basis of the
Friedman test, it must be concluded that there are signi-
ficant differences 1In this respect, thus a thicker news-
paper does tend to give more space to most of the cate-
gories of school news even though there is no significant
correlation between thiclmess ranks and rankings in total
school space. Thus several papers, by giving more space to
certain specific topics of school news affected the total
school space.such that a rank-order correlation indicated
only a weak relationshlp between thickness and total school
content. The Friedman test, belng a more powerful statistic,
disclosed that when each iIndividual topic is considered and
this used to compare each individual newspaper, there is a

general tendency for significant differences.
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When school news was looked at as a percentage of
the total space available and newspapers were ranked in
this fashion, it was concluded from statistical analysis
that there are no significant differences among the daily
newspapers and amons the weelily newspapers. Thus, though
there were great differences among the various newspapers
in the amount of space each devoted to the various cate-
gories, there were no significant differences in the way
papers ranked in the percentages of total space devoted
to the various categories. To further illustrate this
finding, it was pointed out that daily newspaper "F" which
ranked sixth in average thiclmess, ranked first in five
categories of school content as a percent of total space
vhereas dailly newspaper "A" which ranked first in average
thickness, ranited first on only one category as a percent
of total space.

It should be pointed out here that among the daily
newspapers analyzed 1n this study, newspaper "F" was the
most outstanding in its treatment of school news. Paper "A"
was also notable for its handling of the school content.

Among weellies, most of the newspapers deserve
credlt for thelr treatment of school news. Papers "D," "I,"
"3," and "K" were especially noteworthy.

One of the notable findings of the quantitative
analysis was the percentage of total space given to cur-

riculun. When comparisons were made with a similar content
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analysis conducted in 1953 which employed the same classifi-
cations, it was noted that space given to curriculum had in-
creased from .2 percent to 7.5 percent. Though some of this
Increase may be due to differences 1n definition of what
constitutes curriculum news, this would not explain so
great an increase. The logical conclusion is a more acute
interest by the newspaper in matters relating to the child's
scholastic experiences in response to an awakening interest
throurhout the nation. Thils finding supports one of the
original hypotheses of the study, moreover 1t was felt that
this increased interest is traceable to the priority belng
placed on education primarily as a result of events during
the last few years which have seen increased intellectual
and cultural competition between thils nation and the Soviet
Union.

It was partly due to this thought that an exami-
nation was made of editorial comment in reaction to the
launching of Sputnik and the events of the few months fol-
lowing it. Consequently, editorials were examined for the
period October 5, 1957, through December 31, 1957, in
three newspapers.

Of a total of forty-two editorials that appeared
during this perilod, five were educationally related. One
of the three newspapers did not relate Sputnik to education

even though editorials about education appeared. The other
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two newspapers were not fcrash' critical of education nor
did they blame the American system of public education in
any fashion for the failure of the United States to beat
the Soviet Union into the sky with a satellite. On the
contrary, editorial comment relative to education and
Sputnik was reassuring and rational and pointed out that
our scientists need training within the humanistic tradi-
tion; also, that our schools and collezes compare very well
in proportional comparisons with the Soviet Unlon by number
of students graduating in higher eéucation and numbers
attending such institutions. Educators cannot blame the
press for harmful criticism if these newspapers are repre-
sentative., This is a fruitful area for further research
not only for its educational implications but 1In order to
determine in greater scope, the nature of editorial re-
action to Sputnik.

The best written school content appeared in the
form of feature articles on various aspects of the schools,
Daily newspapers printed a greater number of features than
did weeklies. Another impressive quality of writing about
schools was apparent in several syndicated features.

Current editorials accounted for a small percentace
of the total school news; in dailly newspapers, seven-tenths
percent of the total space was occupied by editorials while

in weekly papers, editorials accounted for one and six-tenths
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percent of the space. Though a small proportion of the
total space, edlitorials were predominantly favorable to
the work and purposes of the schools. The relative lack
of editorial comment may 1lndicate that newspapers are fairly

satisfied with the job being done by the schools.

Conclusions

The findings of this study, based on an analysis
of the school content in daily and weekly newspapers in
the state of Michigan, provide an empirical basis for the
following general concluslons:

1. Though there are great variations in amounts
of space given to school functions and activities, news-
papers in Michigan provide adequate information about the
functions and activities of schools and persons who have
access to newspapers can profltably utilize them to become
better informed about the schools.

2. Both daily and weekly newspapers give notable
and disproportionate emphasis to athletics but whether this
1s harmful to the general image and interpretation of schools
must be decided by additional research.

3. Therevis an apparent trend developing which will
see a contlnued increase in newspaper content dealing with
the classroom activities and learning experlences of chil-

dren as well as greater emphasis on academic matters.



149

. Newspapers through editorial and reportorial
content reflect a concern for the effect on education of
the present disquieting financial problems In the state of
ichigan.

5. Among various kinds of school content, the
least iInformative were l1tems dealing with parent-teacher
organlizations, a majority of which were reports of meetings
in the form of mere listincs of names. In many cases, the
subjects of and guests at these meetings deserved better
coverage.

6. Tnough some newspapers do an outstanding job
of feature reporting on many aspects of the schools, a
greater number do not take advantage of numerous oppor-
tunities for feature articles on a variety of school-
related occurrences.

7. American Educatlon eek receives wide and com-
petent covefage by both daily and weekly newspapers.

8. Newspapers often miss opportunities for good
material by failing to follow-up certain professional
actlvities of teachers in connection with conferences and
institutes.

9. There 1s indicatlon that newspapers were not
critical of the schools following the launching of Sputnik
in 1957, however, the nature and scope of the investigation
of this suggests that a more penetrating research would be

both needed and valuable.



Recommendations

As an outgrowth of the study reported in this thesis,
the followinpg recommendations are offered as potentially
valuable avenues for improviﬁg the process through which
schools are interpreted and communicated to the comrmnities
they serve:

1. Students of school administration as well as
teachers in the public schools should be more exposed to
study in the process of communication and its implications
in the school-community relationship.

2. Edltors and other newspaper personnel need to
continually study the objectives and function of the school
program in order to more capably perform their role in
adequately and responsibly interpreting the schools to
thelir readers and to their listeners or viewers.

3. School administrators or other persons assigned
the task of working with the press need to become better
informed regarding the problens and function of the press;
to become more familiar with the 'ground rulest' and to
responsibly adhere to them.

li. Persons in related educational agencies like
parent-teacher organizations who are responsible for press-
relations should become familiar with basic public relations

skills like vriting press releases and the use of rhotographs.
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In-service programs or workshops for such persons would be
a valuable service.

5. Colleges of education should continue to stress
the importance of and need for the development of good school
public relations. As education faces increasingly perplexing
problems there will be a contlnually growing need for public
understanding and support. Newspapers are in a unique posi-
tion to complement and supplement that understanding; tley
can also thwart 1t.

6. As the need and 1importance of better communi-
cation between schools and communities will surely increase
in the years ahead, colleces of education can also provide
a service through the initiation, staffing and organization
of training prozrams in the process and effects of cormmuni-
cation for both teachers and school administrators--in-service
and pre-service.,

7. Feature articles represent one of the best
vehicles for presenting many aspects of the school's story;
moreover, research Indicates that such articles receive high
readership. Though features examined in this study were of
high quality, they were too infrequent. School administrators
who are interested in opportunities for improving the com-
munication of school information to the cormunity should
give attention to ways of encouraging greater use of feature

articles about the schools.
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Implications For Further Research

The very nature of a content analysls of newspapers
with the problems it poses for handling the newspapers them-
.selves dictates certain limitations at the outset. Among
these, the scope of the Investigation must be carefully de-
termined which thereby eliminates potentially valuable
areas for further research. During the course of this
study, other areas were identified which offer fruitful
avenues of research but could not be explored within the
limitetions of the present study. The recommendations which
follow are therefore derived from this study.

1. What are the effects of similar kinds of school
content on readers of weekly newspapers as opposed to
readers of dally newspapers?

2. How do editors of newspapers or those persons
who handle the 'school beat,! compare with school superin-
tendents or school public relations persons on certain
attitudes regarding the schools?

3. Is it possible to predict the nature of the
interpretation of schools via local newspapers through
testing theoretical constructs of interpersonal relations
between school personnel and newspaper personnel?

Li. What can be learned about the nature of schools

from an analysls of 'feedback,! as exemplified in
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letters-to-the-editor sbout school matters, in newspapers
in various parts of the nation?

5. Coulé the erphasis given to athletics by news-
papers be determined as harmful or not harmful through a
cormmparison of school systems by success of athletic teams

and success In the passage of school bond proposals?
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Dr. Fred W. Vescolani, Associate Professor of Education,
Michigan State Unilversity.

Dr. Herbert R. Henrst, Instructor, College of Education,
Michigan State University.

Mr. Burton D. Friedman, Graduate Assistant, College of
Education, Michigan State University, presently
on leave of absence from the University of
Puerto Rico.
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DAILY N=US

Paper

Fontiac Fress

Bay City Times

iolland Evening Sentinel
Traverse City Record-Eagle
Miles Daily Star

Grand Haven Tribune

Three Rlvers Comnercial
Dowagiac Daily News

WEEKLY NWXV3PAPZ=RS

The Highland Farker
Clinton County Republican
Grand Ledge Inderendent
Northville Record
Grancville Star

Pizeon Progress-Advance
Portland Review and Observer
Flushing Observer

St. Louis Leader-Press
WVilliamston Enterprise
Marine City Independent
Imlay City News

Nashville llews

Ifancelona Herald

Brooklyn Zxponent
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£dult Education

Illustrations - Other

Editorial Comment

Social

Jllustrations

Student Activities

Illustrations

Honor Roll

Finance

School Board

School On.

Teaching Methods

erence t,

Cir.

Athletics

Illustrationg

P, T.A,

Iransportation

Safety

Misc.

Total Inches

Page 1 _Totals

Pages
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Photograrh catezories

Athletics

Buildinsrs

stall-rersonnel

Turils

Others

Total number

Dace ol lecsue

Front na~e caterories

(Wwrite the classification in the blank space provided and
note the number and size of items in that classification.)

Classification Talley of items Colurmm-inches
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