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ABSTRACT

A BHETORICAL STUDY OF SELECTED RADIO SPEECHES
OF REVEREND CHARLES EDWARD COUGHLIN

by David Terrance Coe

Body of Abstract

The purpose of this project is to study the speaking
of Charles Edward Coughlin as it is revealed in the discourses
he gave over the air during the depression decade of the
1930's. Father Coughlin has been desoribed as the Detroit
priest who became a storm center when he tried to build up
a political movement through his radio broadcast.

This study includes a consideration of the man him-
self and the historical setting, as well as the rhetorical
features of invention, arrangement, style, and delivery of
his radio discourses. Coughlin's speaking habits are then
described, analyzed, interpreted, and evaluated within the
context of the customary principles and practices of rhetorical
criticism.

The biographical and historical considerations only
serve better to acquaint the reader with Coughlin as a
speaker.

In terms of discourse preparation, delivery, and
audience analysis, Coughlin can be placed in harmony with
the best of classical rhetorical tradition. Coughlin planned
his discourses in advance; he was direct and conversational
in delivery, and he analyzed his audience as individuals,

not as a mass.
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Coughlin’s discourses are characterized by a logical
or rational development of materials. This 1is accomplished
by an orderly presentation of materials and the use of
transitions and internal summaries, His theme and purpose
are always evident; and like a good advocate, he frequently
defines terms and anticipates and answers objections to his
position.

Like Cicero and later classical rhetoricians, Coughlin
seemed to believe that the speech is the man. His ethical
proof was regarded by hundreds of thousands of people as
consisting of integrity, intelligence, and good-will., These
attributes seemingly contributed to his speaking success.

Coughlin also successfully employed motivational
appeals to gain the attention of his audience, suggest courses
of action, and motivate his listeners toward predetermined
objectives. His use of motivational appeals is further
evidence of the classical rhetorical position that the
effective speaker must have a knowledge of his audience’s
emotional behavior.

Perhaps the most distinguishing feature of Coughlin's
radio speaking is his logical proof--appeals aimed primarily
at man's reasoning process. His discourses are characterized
by extensive reasoning from example and by analogy, causal
reasoning, and, to a lesser degree, reasoning from sign.
These characteristics of discourse construction and develop-
ment exemplify the kind of spirit which Coughlin often seemed

to emphasize--a passionate regard for using the scientific
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method of reasoning from the facts. While on occasion there
may have been the tendency to overstate--his basic method
was to reason from facts.

Although Coughlin’s word choice was sometimes sharp
and bitter, he was generally consistent with the best in
classical rhetoric when he practiced clarity and simplicity
of style.

An over-all appraisal of Coughlin as a speaker leads
the writer to conclude that he was one of the most effective
American orators of the twentieth century. He spoke to the
needs of his day; and his words were attended to, appreciated,
and--above all--acted upon. His books of radio discourses
and the persons who heard him speak on the radio testify to
his speaking ability and success. An in-depth rhetorical
analysis of his discourse texts reveals that although on
occasion the radio priest did some things not in accord with
the best in rhetorical theory, for example, overstating his
case, and attacking personalities, Coughlin was generally
consistent with the best in classical rhetorical theory and

practice.
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INTRODUCTION
Title of this Project

A Bhetorical Study of Selected Radio Speeches of
. Reverend Charles Edward Coughlin

Purpose of this Project

The specific purpose of this project is to study the
radio sbeakins of Reverend Charles Edward Coughlin as it is
found in, or revealed by, his radio discourses. This will
include a study of the man himself, his historical setting,
as well as the rhetorical invention, arrangement, style, and
delivery of his radio discourses. In other words, the
dissertation contains a study of Coughlin's discourse materials,
the arrangement of these materials, the phrasing or wording
of the materials, and the characteristics of delivery. Then
Coughlin's radio speaking practices are described, analyzed,
interpreted, and evaluated within the context of the customary
principles and procedures of rhetorical criticism.

The study is limited to the radio discourses which
Coughlin gave during the Depression decade of the 1930's.
It includes a consideration of the significance of his dis-
courses during this period, a period which covered the world-
wide Depression of the 1930's, attempts at recovery through
relief and reform, and events leading to World War II. His

reactions to these influences are found in certain of his

iv
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radio discourses. Other influences with which he contended
during the years of his radio speaking were the New Deal
Measures of the Roosevelt Administration and its attempts
at recovery and reform, and problems in monetary reform,
and labor problems. The relationship between these
influences and Coughlin's radio speaking is also considered

in this study.

Limitations Imposed

Even though Father Coughlin's speaking covers many
years, primary consideration of hls speaking will be made
during the period from 1930-1940, the decade of his
greatest national radio significance.

Limitations of the study are limitations of a) type
and b) time.

The limitation of type means that the study will
directly relate to the radio speaking of Father Coughlin,
as opposed, for example, to his "face-to-face" sermons,
speeches, or social Justice papers, and other writings
and talks. Father Coughlin, it should be noted, became
known through his radio speaking. Coughlin broadcast
hls speeches during the Depression decade of the 1930's.
These radio speeches are studled both generally and
specifically--generally in a chapter which surveys discourses
on a variety of subjects and specifically in two chapters

which present case studies of Father Coughlin's most

v
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famous and significant speechess “The Menace of the World
Court," and "The Spirit of the Reorganization Bill."

As stated previously, the plan of this study is to
describe, analyze, interpret, and evaluate Coughlin's radio
speaking within the context of the customary principles and
procedures of rhetorical criticism.

Finally, the purpose of this thesis is not to write
an extensive biography of Coughlin. The blographical considera-
tions which are made will serve better to acquaint the reader
with this man as a speaker. These considerations, too, will
throw more light upon the radio speaking of Father Coughlin.
As implied above, the limitation of time restricts the study
primarily to the period 1930-1940, although events in the
years prior to 1930 and subsequent to 1940 will be referred
to when necessary.

Essentially, then, this is a study of the radio speak-
ing of Coughlin as revealed in his broadcasts of the depres-
sion decade of the 1930's. Other considerations will serve

only to advance this purpose.

Obstacles Encountered

This study is limited to printed records of Coughlin's

1
radio discourses. These records may or may not be true and

1A vigorous and comprehensive attempt was made to
secure other speech texts. The radio network could not be
contacted because the speeches were given over no national
network. The Shrine at Royal Oak does not have any available
records of Coughlin's discourses, and an interview with
Coughlin could not be arranged. Therefore, the study 1s limited
to the only copies of the discourses avallable.

vi
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exact representations of what the radio priest said; however,
even if not exact reproductions, they serve to suggest
Coughlin’s themes, appeals, methods of approach, and other
aspects of composition.

As mentioned above, a regrettable obstacle encountered
was the writer’s inability to accomplish an interview with
the radio priest. Coughlin was approached several times, but
he refused to grant an interview. Therefore, much of this
thesis had to be written using other sources about and by
Coughlin.

Significance or Justification of this Study

Intrinsic Merit

There is intrinsic merit in the study of the radio
speaking of a man who has been described as not only "without
doubt one of the greatest speaking voices of the twentieth
century" but also a man who has been referred to as a major
political force in the United States. Some sources credit
Coughlin as the one man most responsible for the election of
Franklin D. Roosevelt to the Presidency of the United States.
Father Coughlin had a radio audience estimated at from
30,000,000 to 45,000,000 persons writing thousands of letters
weekly. Father Coughlin also tried to form his own political
lobby with a goal of five million members. There i1s intrinsic
merit in the study of a man who rose to national prominence

primarily through the use of the spoken word.

vii
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Distinctiveness

A review of the literature shows that there has been
no study done of the type being proposed here. Nothing has
been done on Father Coughlin in the area of a doctoral
dissertation, although one such study was proposed by Donald
E. Montgomery, in 1959, at Michigan State University. This
dissertation was never completed.

While biographies have been written about Coughlin,
none of these, however, has given consideration to his speak-
ing. Two relevant Master's theses have been completed. Paul
K. Crawford, M. A., Wisconsin, 1936, did "The Rise of Reverend
Charles Edward Coughlin, Radio Speaker." However, this thesis
was completed prior to the decline of Father Coughlin's speak-
ing in the late 1930's and early 1940's. The other thesis,
"An Analysis of the Johnson-Long, Coughlin Debate of 1935,"
done by Fred C. Ashley, M. A., Michigan, done in 1958, points
to only one event in an eventful career.

Since there is no doctoral dissertation on the subject
of Reverend Charles Edward Coughlin, and since there is no
other study on the subject that represents the scope of this
study, the proposed study is distinctive and should make a
valuable contribution to the field.

Materials and Sources
Various publications by and about Coughlin have
served as a basis for this study. Some of the most important

works, in addition to the volumes of radio discourses, have

viii
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been: Father Coughlin of the Shrine of the Little Flower by
Ruth Mugglebee; Father Coughlin and the New Deal by Charles J.

Tull; and Father Charles E, Coughlin by Louis B. Ward, a close
friend of Coughlin’s.

The New York Times Index was particularly helpful
because it listed literally hundreds of entries. These news
articles were particularly helpful in following Coughlin’s
political ambitions.

Recordings of Father Coughlin’s actual radio broadcasts
were available at the Voice Library at Michigan State
University. Although it 18 by no means a complete collection
of the radio priest’s broadcasts, it provided helpful insights
into his speaking.

Many history books shed valuable light on Coughlin's
place in history, among these being: The American Pageant
by Thomas A, Bailey; Gordon Greenwood's The Modern World--A

History of Our Time; Franklin D, Roosevelt and The New Deal
by William E, Leuchtenburg; and The New Age of Franklin D.
Roosevelt--1932-45 by Dexter Perkins.

Method or Plan of Organization

Chapter I The Historical Climate in which Coughlin Spoke
This is a study of the relationship between the
historical setting and Coughlin’s radio discourses. The
chapter analyzes Coughlin’s consideration of the social,
economic, political, and theological settings of his dis-
courses,
ix
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Chapter II The Speakers His Life and Relationship to the Times
This chapter traces the life of Coughlin from his
birth to the present day, where he now lives in Royal Oak,
Michigan. It provides a background for an analysis and
understanding of certain influences upon his radio speaking.

Chapter III Coughlin's Radio Discourses

This chapter categorizes Coughlin's radio discourses
according to major themes--subjects about which the priest
spoke with amazing frequency. It includes additional informa-
tion, such as the title of each discourse, the year it was
given, and the type of discourse. It should be noted that
this information was gathered from many sources and that,

consequently, the data are somewhat "uneven".

Chapter IV Father Coughlin's Preparation and Delivery

Coughlin's habits or methods of preparing and present-
ing his radio discourses are discussed in this chapter.
Attention is given to what Coughlin said about his practices,
and what persons reported about his practices.

Chapter V Rhetorical Background and Analysis of Discourse One
"The Menace of The World Court"

This chapter begins with a rationale for analysis.
This is followed by a rhetorical analysis of one of Coughlin's
discourses according to the rhetorical constituents of
arrangement, invention, and style. Also considered ares
the audience, the occasion, and the setting of the discourse,
as well as the source of, and an outline of, the discourse text.

x
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The rhetorical analysis is summarized according to what

appear to be characteristics of Coughlin'’s rhetorical practice.

Chapter VI Rhetorical Background and Analysis of Discourse Two
"The Spirit of the Reorganization Bill"

This chapter is a rhetorical analysis of another of
Coughlin’s radio discourses according to the rhetorical
constituents of arrangement, invention, and style. Also
considered are: the audience, the occasion, and the setting
of the discourse as well as the source of and an outline of

the discourse text., The rhetorical analysis 18 summarized.

Chapter VII Summary and Conclusions

This chapter summarizes the life and radio speaking
of Coughlin, Certain conclusions are formulated about his
speaking characteristics and abilities, and some suggestions
are made for further study.

Appendices
Appendix A, Speech Text "The Menace of the World
Court "

Appendix B. Speech Text "The Spirit of the Reorganiza-
tion B11l1 "

Bibliography

xi
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CHAPTER I

THE HISTORICAL CLIMATE IN WHICH COUGHLIN SPOKE

It is necessary to understand the historical climate
in which Coughlin lived if we are to determine the significance
of his radio speaking and adequately analyze his radio dis-
courses., A study of the relationship between this historical
climate and Coughlin®’s discourses reveals that they grew out
of, and were addressed to, clearly discernible historical
trends and events. For example, Coughlin'’s oral discourses
reflect and/or deal directly with such topics as: the New
Deal, communism, monetary reform, the Jews, prohibition, the
depression, new trends in government, and international rela-
tions. Coughlin’s radio discourses reveal, therefore, that
he was cognizant of their social, political, economic, and
theological bases and implications.

This chapter will consider Father Coughlin’s relation
to some of the major trends and events which occurred,
particularly in America, during his radio career. Coughlin'’s
radio career began over station WJR in Detroit, Michigan, in
1926, but his national prominence in radio began in the early
1930°s and ended abruptly in 1940, This chapter will, there-
fore, begin with a consideration of the United States during
the period of the prosperous 1920°'s and will end with the

"
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2

beginning of America’s entry into World War II. Because
history 1s a process, it cannot be fully studied in terms
of clearly distinguishable time blocks. However, for purposes
of simplicity, clarity, and relevance to this paper, the
years from the 1920's to 1940 will be discussed as follows:

America in the 1920's to the Depression of 1929

The Stockmarket Crash of 1929

The New Deal

The World Court Controversy

Special Political Interests--1935-1936

The Elections of 1936

The Supreme Court Proposal

The Recession of 1937

The Reorganization Bill of 1938

The Presidential Election of 1940

The Background of World War II

America in the 1920°'s to the Depression of 1929
The 1920°'s in the United States seemed to be a period

of unprecedented abundance. While before the beginning of
World War I the United States was a debtor nation, by the
conclusion of the war, the United States was owed ten billion
dollars, Prosperity in the 1920°'s seemed to mount higher

and higher. Business profits were unparalleled, and the
American people found themselves with an abundance of capital.
In fact, American investments abroad constituted one of the
great factors in maintaining European prosperity. The period
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3
of the Roaring Twentlies was a period of speculative invest-
ment--some of this was productive, but much of it was not.

There were a number of reasons for this great growth
in business prosperity. Great changes in administration and
management contributed to this growth in material wealth.

Mass production involved more skillful planning as well as

the more extensive use of machines. There was a growth in
advertising and new methods of distributing of manufactured
goods. Prosperity was also due, in part, to the great growth
and development of new industries. Three of these industries--
the automobile, the radio, and the film industries--contrib-
uted greatly to the general growth in the prosperity of the
American economy.

Not only did large-scale industry grow, but the 1920's
also saw the growth of trusts and combines which began to
swallow up smaller businesses. Between 1919 and 1928, in
manufacturing and mining, 4,000 firms were forced to merge
with larger concerns, and about 6,000 disappeared altogether.l
Within fifteen years, the number of banks had been reduced
by half. One great corporation controlled the telephone
system, and another the telegraph. Retall trade chain stores
were pushing the small shopkeepers out of business. By the
close of the 1920's, four companies owned half of the copper

resources in America. Five companies produced one-third of

J'Gordon Greenwood, The Modern World--A History of Our
Time (New Yorks Frederick Praeger, Publlishers, 1965), De 349.

| —— A
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4
the 01l; and eight companies owned three-quarters of the coal
mines in America.

The farmer was affected by the decline in world prices
for agricultural commodities in the 1920's; and, in 1929, an
Agricultural Marketing Act was passed with the object of
improving efficiency in distribution, encouraging producers'
associations, and preventing or controlling surpluses. Despite
its efforts, prices did not improve, and the farmers were
still a depressed group when the Wall Street Crash of 1929
put an end for a time to American prosperity.

As late as 1928, no one thought Amnerica was on the
edge of the worst economic depression in history.

It had been a glorious year. Stocks had
made a gain of $11,385,993,733. The New York

wrote in its New Year's editorial o
anuary 1, 19293 ‘'But it will go hard to get

people to think of 1928 as merely a 'dead past'

which we must make haste to bury. It has been

a twelvemonth of unprecedented advarce, of

wonderful prosperity--in this country at least. . .

If there is any way of Jjudging the future by

the past, this new year may weil be one of

felicitation and hopefulness.'

There were many reasons for looking on the optimistic
side of things in this period. The year of 1929 marked the
end of a ten-year period which showed the greatest increase
in national incomwe America had ever had. During the period
from 1920 to 1929 the increase in the national income in

terms of physical goods was 93 per oont.2

1Isabel Leighton, The in Age (New Yorks Simon
and Schuster, 1949), p. 215,

2Ipid., p. 216.

.
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5)

During this period the United States became more
efficient industrially than any other country in the world.
Production per man-hour in industries had doubled between
the years 1909 to 1929. By January lst, 1929, not only
weekly cash wages but real wages had more then doubled since
19141

Hoover, who was President during this period, had
told the American people during the election of 1928 that
they could expect "two chickens in every pot and two cars
in every garage." This summed up the normal standard of
living that every American could expect.

Wall Street was fully in accord with such
sentiments. During May and June, 1928, stocks
wavered, but as Election Day approached, the
market advanced. And when Hoover rolled in by
twenty-one million votes to Al Smith's fifteen
million, the Dow=Jones industrials soared to
300. The "New Era" had arrived. A new school
of economists argued that when you buy common
stocks, you buy the future, not the present.
Imaginative projections of earnings, five and
ten years ahead, flourished. Radio went up 500,
was split five for one. Names like Auburn,
Grigsby-Grunow, Kolster Radio--names you no
longer hear--flashed across the ticker tape.

Blue chips, like U.S. Steel, American Teleghons,

and Eastman Kodak, reached all-time highs.

Perhaps the statement which best sums up this period
of the Roaring Twenties was made by President Hoover, who
a little more than a year before the crash of 1929, made
this confident forecast in his acceptance speech as Republican

candidates

Libia., p. 216.
2Ib4d., p. 217.




it i Azerica
triuh over |
bigtory of ou
from azorg us
feptlicar. pr
it has {rcre
have growr. s°
vith their av
me three t!
320 earrer |
for our worke

e far bey
8 larger coe,
w lelsure,

It the prest
Llse, Zerbers :
Linnnatie rozi;
A of Nex Yor,
it of it
l-i.‘e‘

tand the gTre

oover,



6

We in America today are nearer to the financial

triumph over poverty than ever before in the

history of our land. The poor man is vanishing

from among us. Under these impulses, and the

Republican protective system, our industrial out-

put has increased as never before, and our wages

have grown steadily in buying power. Our workers

with theilr average weekly wages, can buy two or

even three times more bread and butter than any

wage earner in Europe. At one time we demanded

for our workers a full dinner pail. We have now

gone far beyond that conception. Today we demand

a larger oomiort and great participation in life

and leisure.

In the presidential elections of 1928 the Republican
candidate, Herbert Hoover, had been successful in defeating
the Democratic nominee, Alfred E. Smith, who had been the
Governor of New York State. At that time the country seemed
at the height of its prosperity, despite the plight of the
farmers and the great inequality of wealth within the American
community. Hoover, whose program advocated private enter-
prise, symbolized American well-being. He, himself, had no
doubt that his term of office would see greater advance in
the American economy. He predicted that poverty in the nation
would be banished.

However, indications were already present that all was
not well with the economy of the United States. For example,
overseas borrowers were finding difficulty in paying even
the interest on theilr loans. American agricultural surpluses
could not be sold at profitable prices. There was a fever of

speculation which had pushed stock market shares to prices

lmoholau Halasz, Boogevelt Through Foreign Eyes
(Princeton, New Jerseys Van Nonra&, Tg%i). Pe %.
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7
which were quite out of relation to their value. The
ordinary American had been induced by various credit devices
to assume time payment contracts which were far beyond his

financial oupcity.l

The Crash of 1929

On October 21st, 1929, the most devastating crash ever
to occur on any stock exchange now took place in New York.
Prices began to fall on the 21st, but the real crisis was
not to come until three days later on the 24th. In a single
day over 12 million shares exchanged hands, and the scene was
inoredible. Panic gripped the shareholders who were des=-
perately instructing their brokers to sell, but the downward
trend could not be checked. By October 29th even the soundest
stocks of the greatest business companies in America had

fallen in value by more than 50 per cent.z

It has been
predicted that the paper loss to American investors reached

an all-time high of 40 billion dollars., What was the result?
Bankruptcies and suicides were commonplace, banks began to
foreclose mortgages, and real estate values dropped sharply.
Even the government was seriously hampered when 1t came to

the collecting of taxes, Unemployment was facing many families.
Production was cut back, workers were laid off, and there was

a heavy reduction of wages of those remaining on company

lgreenwood, op. cite., p. 349.
21p1d., p. 362.
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payrolls. The depression in the United States was made worse
by the fact that the depression became world-wide. The effect
upon the United States was immediate; U. S. trade between
1930 and 1933 declined by two-thirds, and the national income
also showed a disastrous slump from the estimated figure of
85 billion dollars in 1929 to an estimated 40 billion in
1932.1

Once the panic had started, it seemed impossible to
stop the downward trend. The Hoover Administration had
geared its policies to prosperity, and it seemingly had no
remedies for the mounting crisis. Hoover, himself, deemed
the oriiil as a passing phenomenon and predicted a sharp turn
for the better in the near future. The President urged
industry to show confidence in itself and to try to maintain
employment and existing wages; however, Hoover's relief
measures and his program of public works were far too limited
to meet the existing crisis. In his policies, he showed
little understanding of the nature of the depression, and he
seemed to lack imagination. In spite of Hoover's shortcomings,
the Republicans could find no other satisfactory candidate to
enter the 1932 Presidential election against the Democratic
nominee, Franklin D. Roosevelt.

The orash of 1929 had brought an end to the era of the
Roaring Twenties, and the American economy was in extremely

1Ibid., p. 362.
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grave circumstances in September of 19313

It 1s now two years since hard times reached

this country, and it is no longer open to

serious question that we are in the midst, not

of an ordinary trade depression, but of one

of the great upheavals and read justments of

modern history. A dozen governments have been

brought down by it. In all the five con-

tinents 1t has upset the normal expectations

of men by which they had been planting and

making, buying and selling, borrowing and

lending. In all the vast confusion which has

resulted one thing 1s certain--the world, when

the read justments are made, cannot and will

not be organized as it was two years ago. The

post-Yar of the Nineteen-Twenties is over and

done.

of 2

The major issue in the Presidential election of 1932
was one of recovery. In that year the number of unemployed
rose to 12 million, and the American economy was in a state
of collapse. Herbert Hoover persistently clung to his
opposition to governmental intervention, deseribing it as
"un-American." It seemed, however, that the American people
were ready to accept some experimentation and radical change,
and Roosevelt was willing to try bold experiments. Franklin
D. Roosevelt made many promises to the American people--he
promised to revive the agriculture of the nation, the federal
government would regulate industry, prohibition would be
repealed, but the core of his program would now concern itself

with questions of human welfare. Roosevelt, who had promised

1Walter Lippmann, Interpretations 1931-1932 (New Yorks

Macmillan Company, 1932), p. 5.
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10
the American people "a New Deal", received 23 million votes,
and Hoover almost 16 million. The Democratic Party acquired
control of both Houses of Congress.

The year 1932 was one of the gloomiest in the history
of the United States--millions of industrial workers were
out of jobs and tramped the streets of our cities. 1In cities
such as New York, businessmen on the streets selling apples
was not an unfamiliar sight. Bread lines were forming in
some districts, and hundreds of poor people waited in lines
for a handout of food., Many families had been evicted from
their homes and were sleeping in shacks, and some slept on
the ground., Farmers were stopping milk trucks in protest
against the fall in the price of their product, or they were
resisting the authority of the sheriff who had come to drive
them away from their homes. Brokers and bankers were tremb-
ling at the thought of the future, and men talked of revolu-
tion, Many well-educated, respectable American citizens had
endorsed a Communist candidate for President of the United
States. In Washington, the so-called Bonus Marchers were
encamped, and they had come to seek aid from their government.
They were evicted by Federal troops, and General Douglas
MacArthur, a vative, ted on the Bonus Army of

ex-gervicemen which he had expelled from Washington in July,
1932:

e o oThat mob, . . was a bad looking mob, It was
animated by the essence of revolution. The gentle-
ness, the consideration, with which they had been
treated had been mistaken for weakness, and they
had come to the conclusion, beyond the shadow of a
doubt, that they were about to take over in some
arbitrary way either the direct control of the

J - P~
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Government or else to control it by indirect

methods. It is my opinion that had the

President not acted today, and he permitted

this thing to go on for 24 hours more, he

would have been faced with a grave situation

which would have caused a real battle. Had

he let it go on another week I believe that

the institutions of our Go{erment would have

been seriously threatened.

Let us first look at what became known as the "Hundred
Days," that extraordinary period of legislation and executive
activity with which the administration began. In his first
year in office, F.D.R. could count on the backing of Congress
and virtually no opposition from big business. Emphasizing
that the orisis of depression should be treated with the same
urgency as war, Roosevelt asked for, and received, extensive
powers and at once began bold action. The President was
called upon to provide immediate relief for the unemployed,
immediate aid to save the banking and financial structure,
and ilumediate help to keep business and industry functioning.
The New Deal measures were divided into relief, recovery, and
reform.

One of the most evident ideas is that none of the
existing agencles of American soclety could cope with the
burdens of relief.

The theory was that private charitable organizations

and semipublic welfare groups, established to care

for the old and the sick and the indigent, were
capable of caring for the casualties of a world-

wide economic disaster. And the theory in applica=-
tion meant that social agencles manned for the

lgerbert Hoover o bert Hoover, The
= ndons Hollis & er, 1353),
b .
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service of a few hundred families, and city shel-
ters set up to house and feed a handful of home-
less men, were compelled by the brutal necessities
of hunger to care for hundreds of thousands of
families and whole armies of the displaced and

the jobless. And to depend for their resources
upon the contributions of communities no longer
able to contribute, and upon the irresolution and
vaclllation of state Legislatures and municipal
assemblies long since in the red on their annual
budgets. The result was the picture now presented
in city after city. . . heterogenous groups of
official and unofficial relief agencies struggling
under the earnest and untrained leadership of the
local men of affairs against an inertia of misery
and sgfferlng and want they are powerless to over-
come.

The Democratic Party had been very optimistic in the
campaign of 1932, perhaps because the crash of 1929 had
proved to them that the Republican claim of being the "party
of prosperity" was false. In three years of the Hoover
Administration the bottom had dropped out of the stock market,
and industrial production had been drastically reduced. For
instance, at the beginning of 1932, steel plants were opera-
ting at 12 per cent of capacity. In three years, industrial
construction had gone from $949 million to a new low of
$74 million. In no year since the Civil War were so few
miles of new railroad track laid.Z2

In 1932 there were some 12 million unemployed, and

the 1living conditions were very primitive for segments of

American soclety.

l‘No One Has Starved", Fortune, September, 1932, p. 10.

2yillian E. Leuchtenburs, Franklin D, Roosevelt and
the New Deal (New Yorks Harper and Row, 3)s P
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Many lived in the primitive conditions of a
preindustrial socliety stricken by famine. In
the coal fields of West Virginia and Kentucky,
evicted families shivered in tents in midwinter;
children went barefoot. In Los Angeles, people
whose gas and electricity had been turned off
were reduced to cooking over wood fires in back
lots. Visiting nurses in New York found child-
ren famished; one episode, reported Lillian Wald,
"might have come out of the tales of old Russia,"
A Philadelphia storekeeper told a reporter of one
family he was keeping going on credit: "Eleven
children in that house., They've got no shoes,

no pants. In the house, no chm.rﬁ1 My God, you
g0 in there, you cry, that's all."™

On the edges of towns or in empty lots in the big
cities, many homeless men made homes of boxes and scrap
metal, St. Louils had the largest "Hooverville," a settlement
of more than a thousand people. There was scarcely a city
that did not have at least one such settlement.

Portland, Oregon, quartered one colony under the
Ross Island Bridge and a second of more than

three hundred men in Sullivan’s Gulch. Below
Riverside Drive in New York City, an encampment

of squatters lined the shore of the Hudson from
72nd Street to 110th Street. In Brooklyn's Red
Hood section, jobless men bivouacked in the city
dump in sheds made of junked Fords and old barrels.
Along the banks of the Tennessee in Knoxville, in
the mudflats under the Pulaski Skyway in New Jersey,
in abandoned coke ovens in Pennsylvania's coal
counties, in the huge dumps off Blue Island Avenue
in Chicago, the dispossessed took their last stand.

e New Deal
The New Deal, promised by Roosevelt, had to deal with

relief, recovery, and reform.

11bid., p. 2.
2Ib1d., pp. 3-4.
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e The most pressing problem was relief. For instance,
the banking system was in dire stress; and to prevent absolute
chaos, the Roosevelt Administration declared the banks closed
for a week. The President reopened those banks which he
considered financially sound and provided for regulation of
thelr activities. Roosevelt also assured governmental support
of the banks to maintain their stability. So successful was
the President in the problem of relief that it has been stated
®the most universally praised of the President's actions was
his dealing with the financial erisis.'l

After successfully dealing with the problem of relief,
Roosevelt next attempted to stimulate recovery of the nation
through the expansion of credit. Some of the measures employed
by the President were the followings The Farm Credit Admin-
istration was created to give assistance to farmers with their
mortgages; the Reconstruotion Finance Corporation, originally
created by Hoover, was used to provide loans to industry; the
Home Owner's Loan Corporation was created to aid those with
heavy debts on urban property. Through these methods many
important groups in the community either were given relief
or were assisted to reduce their indebtedness. In 1933
Roosevelt began to experiment with currency--experiments
designed to assist not only individuals but also goverrments
in the repayment of their obligations through the creation

of cheaper money. Roosevelt received full authorization to

Ipexter Perkins, ew Age of Pranklin D. Roosevelt
(Chicagos The University of Chicago Press, 1957), p. 12«
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print a maximum of three billion dollars of Treasury notes,
thus greatly increasing the amount of money in circulation.
There were other measures which followed. Interest rates
were reduced, and the dollar was drastically devalued by 40
per cent.

Wishing to restore the morale of the American people,
the President embarked upon a heavy national expenditure for
unemployment relief. Harry Hopkins was appointed director
of the Federal Emergency Relief Administration of May, 1933.
This agency was permitted half a billion dollars for emergency
relief to assist state and local communities, and ultimately

it was to spend over three bnlicm.1

All of this money was
spent to assist the President to achieve his objective of
providing work until recovery had taken place., Wishing to
provide relief through unemployment and to stimulate recovery
by public expenditure, therefore, Roosevelt began a series
of experiments such as the Civilian Conservation Corps, the
Public Works Administration, and the Works Progress Administra-
tion.

Perhaps the most outstanding of Roosevelt's experiments
was the Civilian Conservation Corps, better known as the C.C.C.,
which was established in March, 1933. Its purpose was to
provide work for young men between the ages of seventeen and -
twenty-three, who applied their efforts to the conservation

of national resources, although provision was also made for

lgreenwood, op. cit., p. 360
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educational and entertainment services. They replanted
forests, checked soil erosion, helped to construct dams and
bridges, and assisted in the control of pest diseases,
Approximately 3,000,000 men were enrolled in the C.C.C. in
the first eight years. The biggest achievement was in restor-
ing self-respect, although, at the same time, the work they
did was of great value to the nation.

Other New Deal organizations were the Civil Works
Administration, the Public Works Administration, and the
Works Progress Administration. These organizations were
established to provide employment, finance public works,
and generally to assist in the reeovery of the heavy indus-
tries. The Civil Works Administration, which was organized
in November, 1933, was primarily concerned with the provision
of immediate relief work. More important was the Public Works
Administration, also organized in 1933, which was directed
by Harold Ickes, the Secretary of the Interior. Although
this organization spent nearly six billion dollars, the United
States gained greatly from the many civic buildings erected
by this agency. In April, 1935, another organization was
created in the form of the Works Progress Administration.
Harry Hopkins was named as director of this organization,
whose purpese was also concerned with the public work relief
expenditure., This latter program was responsible for public
works such as sewerage, reservoirs, highways, and the elec=-
trification .or rural areas. It has been estimated that by
1941, W.P.A. had distributed over 11 billion dollars.l

1rbid., p. 361.
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The height of depression in agriculture was reached
in 1932--the farmers had reached a point of desperation, and
there were violence and near revolution in the farm belt.
A large part of the problem lay in the abundant agricultural
potentialities within the nation. When modern techniques
and modern mechanization of production were applied to the
land, the inevitable result was a great surplus of primary
production. The Roosevelt Administration enacted the
Agricultural Adjustment Act in May, 1933, an act aimed essen-
tially at raising agricultural prices and at easing the
burden of indebtedness upon the farmer. Recovery in agricul-
ture was to be based upon a series of agreements entered into
between the Secretary of Agriculture and the farmers them-
selves., The essence of the program was government subsidy
in return for reduced production. To sum up, the federal
government was paying the farmers either for not producing
or for destroying the crops and the stock they had produced.
For example, in 1933, over 10,000,000 acres of cotton land
were taken out of production and the wheat acreage was
heavily reduced. Also at this time 6,000,000 young pigs were
also destroyed. Agreements were also entered into covering
tobacco, rice, barley, sugar, and beef cactle.l

While President Roosevelt was busy with governmental
experiments at attempting to improve the economy, he often

met with some resistance. For example, the A,A.A., was declared

11bid., p. 362.
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invalid by the Supreme Court in 1936; however, Congress
circumvented this declaration by replacing it with the Soil
Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act, which, in essence,
subsidized the farmers provided they adopted methods of soil
conservation., This measure aimed at controlling production
and raising prices by establishing marketing schemes in
staple commodities., Gradually there was an upswing in the
agricultural economy of the nation, and by 1939 the cash
value of farm income had been almost doubled.t

Industry also needed its share of regulation by the
government during the early 1930°'s, and the main device
enacted by the Roosevelt Administration for the regulation
of industry was the National Industrial Recovery Act of June,
1933. The N. I. R. A, attempted to enact Codes of Fair
Practice and price-fixing agreements, and it tried to give
protection to both labor and the consumer. The ultimate
goals of this act were to increase industrial production,
to expand employment, to improve working conditions by raising
wages and reducing hours, and to provide for the unemployed
through emergency relief and public works.

Another organization was also established, the National
Reeovery Administration, the purpose of which to administer
proposals authorized by the Act. General Hugh Johnson was
appointed director of this organization, which came to be
generally recognized as the central organization of the New

11vid., p. 363.
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Deal. The primary emphasis of this organization was to be
directed at industrial self-government; however, the N,I.R.A.
provided officlal regulations in the form of codes. Codes
for each of the industries were to be drawn up by the
industry, and these codes had to be approved by the President.
Although great gains were made through the administration’s
attitude toward industry and industrial workers at this time,
the Supreme Court declared invalid the legislation upon which
this organization rested. However, labor had already begun
to organize; and by 1936 the American Federation of Labor had
a membership of over 4,000,000,

The Wagner Act of 1935, another aid to labor, was
held valid by the Supreme Court. Under this act employees
acquired the right to organize in trade unions of their own
choice, and they were allowed to engage in collective bargain-
ing, The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 also assisted labor
in a number of ways--it established a forty-hour work week
and a minimum wage, it banned child labor, and, in general,
had profound effects upon the working conditions in American
industry.

The Roosevelt Administration was greatly concerned
with the welfare of the nation since relief was the big
problem. This relief was dealt with in the form of vast
federal governmental expenditure to assist the aged and
unemployed. The States had previously assumed this respon-
s1bility, and the results had been none too successful,
Roosevelt, in 1935, asked Congress to pass the Social Security
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Act, which introduced an entirely new concept of national
responsibility for the needy. Although this act was based
upon the principle of federal-state cooperation, it was the
federal government which founded much of the financial back-
ing. The validity of this act was argued before the Supreme
Court in 1937; and the Court upheld the act, ruling that the
federal government could legitimately enter this field with-
out invading the constitutional rights of the States.

The many efforts to cope with the nation-wide depres-
sion by governmental intervention led to much greater federal
spending. Often the budget of the New Deal reached fantas-
tic figures like 8,000,000,000 or 9,000,000,000 dollars.t
The nation appeared to be heading for bankruptey, but the
administration pointed out that the national income was

almost doubled by 1939.

The World Court Controversy

Early in 1935, President Roosevelt urged America's
entry into the World Court. With sixty-eight Democrats in
the Senate, and knowing, also, that both Coolidge and Hoover
had supported the proposition in the past, Roosevelt probably
felt reasonably confident he would win approval. Isolationists
would not grant even the mildest of approval for interna-
tionalist ventures; and due, largely to William Randolph
Hearst, Will Rogers, and, most of all, Father Charles Edward

l1btd., p. 365.
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Coughlin, there was much protest. When the vote was taken,
fifty-two Senators approved the Court proposal, and thirty-
slx were opposed.1 Roosevelt was greatly disturbed by the
defeat, and later wrote Senator Joseph Robinsons "As to the
thirty-six Senators who placed themselves on record against
the principle of a World Court, I am inclined to think that
if they ever get to Heaven that they wlll be doing a great
deal of apologlzing for a very long time--that is, if God

ls agailnst war--and I think He 13."2

S ) cal Ipterests--1935-1936

Although in 1934 it seemed that a unified Amerioca was
grappling successfully with the problem of recovery, some
persons and special interests oppose Roosevelt's efforts with
unusual bitterness. Brief mention will be made of a number
of important individuals who were not satisfied with the New
Deal during this period.

First, there was Huey Long, who had risen to power in
Louisiana as early as 1928, and who had changed the 0l1d Guard
politics through a unique program of political reform.

e ¢ olOng. « «Was one of the men who played a

leading role in securing the nomination for

Franklin D. Roosevelt. But Huey knew that his

future lay not in being the apostle of someone

else’s gospel, but in preaching his own. To
become the messiah of wmillions one must reject

lNoteo A two-thirds majority was needed for the vote

to pass.
2Leuohtenburg, Ope cite, PPpe. 216-217.



all rival prop!
hisiness bezar
already turred
1933 uztil his
o, despite ¢
spitalize the
Jow Deal to &
belrg spoken o
Presldercy and
o:stasle to tn

L 19% Lorg ¢

=, od ks prineisa
i an incone of
i o1ty wan @ ki
) g endirg a1l
L6 ouztrg and

121926, Reve
ol Megt of 1,
atleg of ™o yp
X wepg ® mgce,
‘élke mer o tatyor,
" Mazg o Polity

by
bl m‘ t!‘lat O'e e



22

all rival prophets; and so months before big

business began sniping at the New Deal, he had

already turned against it. From the spring of

1933 until his death he kept up a steady drumfire

and, despite temporary setbacks, he managed to

ocapitalize the weaknesses and inadequacies of the

New Deal to such good effect that in 1935 he was

being spoken of as a serious contender for the

Presidency and potentially the most formiiable

obstacle to the re-election of Roosevelt.

In 1934 Long proclaimed his "Share-the-Wealth™ move-
ment, and his principal demand was that the government should
guarantee an income of $5,000 a year to every family and
"make every man a king." Long was assassinated in September,
1935, thus ending all political ambitions for a man often
called ocunning and ruthless.

In 1926, Reverend Charles Edward Coughlin, a Roman
Catholic priest of the parish of Royal Oak, Michigan, began
a series of radio broadcasts over WJR in Detroit. His pro-
grams were so successful that in 1930, CBS was ocarrying his
talks over a national hookup. Originally a children's program,
it became a politiocal program of national importance. So
muoch so, that one address, entitled "Hoover Prosperity Means

Another War," drew 1,200,000 letters.>

By the end of 1932,
he had a weekly audience estimated at from thirty to fortye
five million listeners. By 1934, Coughlin had the heaviest

mall of any person in the United States.3 After many stormy

1A. Be Magil and Henry Stevens, The Peril of Fas

( New Yorks International Publishers, 1938'7'_‘:175__m, Pe
2Leuchtenburg, 9p. gite, pe 100.
3Ivad., p. 101.



«'uste, the radlo 7
< arly 1940°s,
Inother politic

22 tomsend, who
s, B8 proposal
# of %good chare
ienh from the fede
"2 through & 2 P
i delieved, Tow

SN rth an average

*tion,

‘:iectlon of 1936

D¢ electyop
\&."' ROosmu vag

"o %cmtlc Co

¥
e
Xy



23
broadcasts, the radio priest ended his radio career abruptly
in the early 1940°s,

Another political voice during this period was that
of Dr. Townsend, who came forth with a plan for old-age
pensions, His proposal was that every person sixty years of
age and of "good character® should receive a pension of $200
a month from the federal govermment. The payments were to be
financed through a 2 per cent sales tax., If his testimony
is to be believed, Townsend had nearly three thousand Townsend
clubs with an average membership of 150 each in all parts of

the nation.

The Election of 122§

The election of 1936 was to be the test for the New
Deal. Roosevelt was once again nominated for a second term
by the Demooratic Convention, and his opponent for the
Republicans was Alfred Landon, the Governor of Kansas., One
observer remarked that with the press and radio against
Roosevelt, as well as the Supreme Court antagonistic towards
him, it seemed that everyone was against Roosevelt except
the electorate. The Chicago Tribune had stated that Landon
stood "for the preservation of the American form of government."”
Roosevelt won by a landslide, receiving a majority of over
10 million votes, and he carried every state except Vermont
and Maine. Surmounting great opposition, Roosevelt had not
lost his touch with the common man at the polls,
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The Supreme Court Proposal

Because the Supreme Court had invalidated much of the
New Deal legislation, it, therefore, next received Roosevelt'’s
attention. 8ince Congress had the power to control the
membership of the Court, the President submitted proposals
for changing the composition of the Supreme Court by adding
younger members, Basically, the plan was that there was to
be one new member, up to a maximum of six, for every Justice
who had reached the age of seventy and had served for ten
years but had not elected to retire, Although the number of
Justices had been changed in previous years, 1937 was not
the year for any more drastic changes without arousing great
hostility. The President was charged with trying to "pack"
the Court and also of seeking greater personal powers,

It was felt by many that Roosevelt’s Supreme Court
proposal was his greatest error; however, his proposals were
ultimately achieved. For instance, one Supreme Court Justice
transferred his support, which converted the liberal minority
into a majority; and shortly after this, a number of judges
announced their retirement., Others more responsive to the
social and economic forces were appointed.

The Supreme Court battle was very significant, but
had President Roosevelt won or lost?

Had Roosevelt, then really lost his campaign?

In one sense he had won: The Court no longer stood

in his way. There was more than political ingenulty

to his claim, in 1939, that he had attained his
ultimate objective despite the defeat of his plan
for reaching it. Yet in another sense he had lost.

Many members of Congress hitherto glad to meet his
wishes had been left sore and vindictive by the
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pressure put upon them to vote for a measure
thrown at them as the Court plan had been; and
there were also Senators who were plqued at the
Black incident, feeling that they had somehow
been tricked into endorsing an appointment
which later brought them embarassment at home.
When, a year later, Roosevelt tried to bring
about the defeat at the polls of various
Senators who had voted against the Court plan,
these wounds were further inflamed. There was
nothing new about the attempt of a President

to reward his loyal supporters and eliminate
his disloyal ones--although the Roosevelt
offensive of 1938, to which the opposition
press attached the opprobrious term of "purge,"
was unusually bold and inclusive==but to make
the vote upon the Supreme Court plan the test
of loyalty was galling. The offensive falled.
In friendships within Congress, the President
suffered. In this sense the campaign over the 1
Supreme Court had been for him a costly defeat.

Ihe Beceggion of 1937
In 1937, the United States faced another economic

recession, and the nation's economy took a downward trend.

Much of Roosevelt's work seemed likely to be undone. For
instance, investments began to decline, prod&&tion slowed

down, and unemployment was on the rise. These were signs

that America was heading for another depression. The President,
as always, met the problem head-on by sponsoring a vast scheme
of federal loans. The plan was for the goverrment to assist
the national esconomy by providing lavish governmental spending.
Although the recession was temporarily halted, the nation was
to be faced with the unemployment problem, and full return

lrroderiok Lewis Allen, Since Yesterday (New Yorks
Bantam Books, 1965), p. 240.
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to national prosperity was not to be achieved until the
nation began rearming for World War II. For instance, as
late as 1939, the American unemployment figures still stood

at about 9,000,000.1

The Reorganization Bill of 1938

The Reorganization Bill, proposed by President Roosevelt
in 1938, was basically a plan to empower the President to
reshufrfle agencies in the interest of efficiency. The proposal
was first mentioned in 1937; and at that time, everyone seemed
for it--even conservatives such as William Howard Taft and
Herbert Hoover had previously pressed for government renovation.
However, by 1938, Congressmen seemed suspicious of any attempt
by Roosevelt to give the Executive office any added powers,
and the Reorganization Bill was considered an attempt by F.D.R.
to subvert democratic institutions.

The bill was certalnly designed to give more congres-
sional prerogatives to the President, and it was designed
to mark a shift of power from a Congress subject to pressure
groups and national interests, to the President, who claimed
to speak for the national interest,

The Senate approved the Reorganization Bill by a very
narrow margin; however, on April 8, the House rejected the
b1l1ll, 204-196. This defeat was the worst that President

Roosevelt was ever to suffer in the House,

lgreenwood, op. clt,, p. 369.
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The Presgjdential Election of 1940
With the Presidential election of 1940 in sight, the

Democratic Party realized that its strongest contender was
Franklin D. Roosevelt, although there was a strong tradition

in American politios against a third-term President. Roosevelt,
however, was renominated; and the Democrats chose Henry

Wallace to run for the position of Vice-President. The
Republican Party, deciding that they, too, needed a candidate
with progressive trailts, nominated Wendall Willkie. Willkie
attacked the methods of the New Deal in his campalgn, but

made 1t very clear that he had no intention of overthrowing

the reforms made by the New Deal leglislators. Roosevelt
received 27 million votes to Willkie's 22 million, and Roosevelt
was once again voted President of the United States.

The election was a victory for Roosevelt, who thus
became the first third-term President of the United States.
®"Confronted with a oritical situation, a majority of the
Ameriocan people apparently believed that continuity of
leadership was more important than doctrinaire attachment to
a traditional prlnciple.“l Roosevelt's victory opened the
way for ald to the demoocracies of the world, specifically

the lend-lease enactment of 1941.

Backgroupd of World War II

In August, 1939 the German Government signed a treasy
with the Soviet Union to partition the lands of central-

lperkins, op. oit., p. 116.
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eastern Europe, thus assuring the Germans that they could
attack Poland without any objection by the Russian Communists,

1 On September 1,

who were ready to join in the spoils of war.
Germany attacked Poland, and the Polish state was destroyed

in a few weeks. This action on the part of Germany served

to upset the balance of power in Europe. Therefore, war

was inevitable between Germany and the Anglo-French allles,
and they declared war immedlately after the German army

moved into Poland.

President Roosevelt immediately proclaimed the neutral-
ity of the United States. The President called for a speclal
session of Congress, and asked Congress for a modification
of existing laws so that France and Great Britaln might
purchase war materials from the United States.

It seemed that as long as the Germans did not attack
in western Europe, there was little likelihood that the United
States would go to war. However, in April and June of 1940,
the Germans seized Demmark and Norway, then seized Belgium
and Holland. Driving the British from the European continent,
the Germans then threatened the British home 1sland. When
the Germans finally attacked England, the United States felt
itself threatened, because if the Germans conquered Britain,

then they would be masters of Europe and in control of the
Atlantic Sea approaches to the New World.

lnarlhall Smelser, and Harry W. Kirwin, Conceived in
Liberty (New Yorks Doubleday and Company, 1955), pe .
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In June of 1940, President Roosevelt ordered the
United States War Department to release surplus military
stocks to Great Britain; and in July, Congress authorized
four bdbillion dollars of new naval construction. Shortly
arfter this, in September, the President ordered the transfer
of fifty American destroyers to Great Britain in exchange for
the granting of naval bases to the U.,S. in several British
territories,

The United States could no longer be considered neutral,
because America was aiding Britain. Aiding Britain seemed to
have popular support in America because the avowed intention
was to keep war away from America. "Though some people crit-
iocized the way in which the destroyer-bases had been carried
through (without consulting Congress), it was evident that
most people applauded it as a necessary measure of American
national defenae.“l At this time Congress enacted the first
peacetime act for compulsory military service in our history.
It required all men between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-
five to register for selective service, in order to bring
the army up to two million men.

- Por two months the bill was debated in Congress, and
when the final vote was taken, the measure passed by 317 to
171 in the House and by 60 to 31 in the Senate.’ If Congress
represents the opinion of the country, it seems reasonable

to assume that America was ready to assist Britain.

lgmelsor and Kirwin, op. eit., p. 598.
21v1d., p. 601.
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At this time Roosevelt gave two of his most famous
and signifiocant speeches. In a fireside chat of December,
1940, the President asked for an immense increase in broduc-
tion, enough to make America "the great arsenal of democracy."
'In January, 1941, he addressed Congress in his “Four Preedoms"
speech. The four freedoms Roosevelt mentioned weres freedom
of speech and expression, freedom of worship, freedom from
want, and freedom from fear.

During February and March of 1941, Congress debated
the provisions of a new and far-reaching measure aimed at
assisting Britain--the Lend-lLease Act. The underlying idea
in this provision was that if the United States gave the
British and their allies the guns and ships they needed,
when the war was over, the British would return the materials
or their equivalent. The law was drafted and permitted
Roosevelt to allocate war materials to any other nation fight-
ing. "Before the Axlis powers were defeated, the United States
advanced more than $50,000,000,000 in lend-lease aid to its
various allies and associates all over the world."1

When, in June, 1941, the Germans attacked the Soviet
Union, both the United States and Britain immedlately offered
to help the Russians. Britain and the United States poured
materials of every kind into the Soviet Union, and "without
such prompt assistance it would have besn impossible for the
Soviet Govermment to withstand the onslaught of the German

arnloc.'z

e

1m10 9 DPe 601.
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In 1941, President Roosevelt asked authority to arm
the merchant vessels of the United States, and he also
suggested that the time might well come to abolish the
restriction by which American vessels, since 1939, had been
forbidden to enter specified war zones., A bill to arm the
merchant ships of the United States passed the House on
October 17. The Senate not only passed the bill, but it went
a step further than the House--it attached another provision.
This provision permitted American ships to enter the waters
from which they had been excluded under previous legislation.
The House, after bitterly contesting the provision, finally
passed it by a narrow margin,

On December 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor, and more than 2,400 American men were killed, as
well as another 1,100 were wounded., Eight battleships were
put out of action, and two were totally destroyed. The
Japanese had executed one of the most successful surprise
attacks in military history.

The 4ay following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,
President Roosevelt appeared before Congress to ask that a
state of war be declared between the United States of Amerioca
and the Japanese Empire, Congress confirmed this declaration
with only one dissenting vote. Three days later, Hitler and
Mussolini declared war on the United States; and thus,
Americans rohnd themselves fighting in World War II.
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CHAPTER 11

THE SPEAKERs HIS LIPE AND RELATIONSHIP
TO THE TIMES

The purpose of this chapter is to study the life of
Charles Edward Coughlin, from his birth in Hamilton, Ontario,
to the present day, in order to provide an understanding of
the speaker's development into maturity. This understanding
is an integral part of a rhetorical study, inasmuch as know=-
ledge about a man's development, as well as his interests
and reputation, are necessary if one 1s adequately to analyze

the man as a speaker.

Baockground and Early Life

In politicse. « « I am neither Republiocan,
Democrat, nor Soclalist. I glory in the fact that
I am a simple Catholic priest endeavoring to
injeot Christianity into the fabric of an economioc
system woven up on the loom of greed by the ounning
fingers of those who manipulate the uhuttlef of
human lives for their own selfish purposes.

These words were uttered by one of the most colorful
and famous men in America, Charles Edward Coughlin. The
Beverend Charles Edwaxrd Coughlin has been desoribed as "the

1p1fred MoClung and Elizabeth Briant Lee, The Fine
Art of Propaganda (New Yorks Harcourt, Brace, and Company,
39), pPe 9
32
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Detroit priest who became a storm center when he tried to
build up a political movement through his radio broadoasts.“l
Our first dramatic evidence of the political effectiveness
of radio oame in the 1930's. At that time the common proce-
dure was to allow the alr to be used for political purposes.
Father Coughlin best examplifies this procedure of induocing
specifio political asction with his broadcasts. For example,
in 1935, he denounced the World Court in a radio broadcast.
The result-=200,000 telegrams tied up the wires of Western
Union. Another example, in 1938, Coughlin opposed a bill
pending in Congress and appealed to his radio audience to
send telegrams voting "no", and the next day more than 100,000
telegrams were sent by the listeners to their congressmen.
Charles Edward Coughlin was born of Irish-American
parents at Hamilton, Ontario, on October 25, 1891. This
year was doubly significant--it also marked the year of the
publication of Pope Leo XIII's Rerum Novarum, a document that
was to play an important role in the life of Coughlin.
Coughlin's father, Thomas, was an Irish-Ameriocan work-
man, as were his grandfather, and his great-grandfather
before him. His great-grandfather helped dig the Erie Canal.
His rﬁthor, born in Indiana, drifted to Hamilton, Ontario,
became sexton of the cathedral, met a devout seamstress,

Amelia Mahoney, also of Irish stook, and married her.

lGlrand Chegter and Garnet R. Garrison, Televisio
and Radio (New Yorks Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inoc., I§§%$,

Pe 33.
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Charles was the first-born, as well as the only living
ohild in the family. Hlé sisﬁer, Agnes, died in infancy;
and Amelia Coughlin was left in a poor state of health.

Charles was educated at St. Mary's School in Hamilton,
under the direction of the Sisters of St. Joseph. Upon
graduation, he entered St. Michael's Collegs, in Toronto,
Ontario. St. Michael's housed both high school and college
boys; and the classes were oconducted by the Basilian Fathers,
a religious order, whose job it was to train the Catholio
youths in the Archdiocese of Toronto.

Coughlin graduated from University College of Toronto
University in Honor Philosophy on May, 1911l.

In the fall of 1911, Coughlin, who had Jjust returned
from a three month's tour of Europe, decided that he would
enter the Basilian novitiate to study for the priesthood.

The first year in this novitiate was to be spent
primarily in praying and meditating, the currioculum inocluding
biblical readings and an introduotion to the Lives of the
Saints. One year was to be spent away from home, and this
year also included the exclusion of all social activities.
The year included dally attendance at Mass and Holy Communion,
and the recitation of the Office. Manual labor was required
of each student. During these four years, Charles Edward
Coughlin was still a resident of St. Michael's and was still
mbjecst to the discipline of the Basilian Fathora.l

llouis B. Ward, Eathor Chazles E. Couzhlln (Detroits
Tower Publications, Inc., 1933) p. 16. .
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Coughlin was ordained to the priesthood of the Roman

Catholioc Churoch on June 29, 1916, in St. Basil's Church,
Toronto, Ontario.

The following September, Father Coughlin was sent to
Assamption College, Sandwich, Ontario, near Detroit, Michigan.
At this college he was to preach the word of God as well as
to teach philosophy, English, and other seleoted high school
subjects.

In addition to his teaching assigrments, Coughlin was
also preaching regularly, and was asked to assist at the
parish of St. Agnes' Church, in Detroit. He was stationed
at this parish for nearly two years.

While at St. Agnes, Father Coughlin performed his
priestly duties in various other parishes in the city of
Detrolit, for it was customary for the Basilian priests to
provide their services to the rapidly growing diocese of
Detroit.

In 1918, a new Canon lLaw from Rome was enacted which
allowed the priests in the Basilian Order to make a cholces
eithsr they must beocome priests living in a Congregation,
such as Redemptorists or Jesults, or they must live in Orders,
such as Dominiocians or FPranciscans. Thereéfore, all those who
wanted to become Religious could either take vows in a
Congregation or else have themselves assigned to a Religious
Oxder. In other words, the choice was to remain a secular

PTriest or to be assigned to a religious order.1

liouis B. Ward, Father Charles E. Coughlin (Detroits
Tower Publications, Inc., 1933) p. .



father Coughl
w, ¢ moular pries
#tmlt by the B!
vaary 26, 1923,

Alrost at or.
izt ab Sta Au,
e Pemalred ¢
«'t Careh at Dot
% Pather Coy
Gilrth Braneh, ¥4
Llittom,

Eﬂrl] D&

b Ky, 152

g,



36

Father Coughlin, among others, chose to remain as he
was, a secular priest. He was then received into the diocese
of Detroit by the Right Reverend Michael James Gallagher on
February 26, 1923.

Almost at once, Father Coughlin was assigned as an
assistant at St. Augustine®’s parish, Kalamazoo, Michigan,
where he remained three months. Then he was called to St.
Leo's Church at Detroit, where he remained nearly eighteen
months. Father Coughlin was appointed to his first parish

at North Branch, Michigan, to which was added the mission
of Clifford.

Early Days At Royal Oak and Radio Beginning

In May, 1926, the Bishop sent Father Coughlin to build
a new parish at Royal Oak, Michigan, which is located near .
Detroit.

In 1925, Rome canonized a young French nun who had
died in 1897 at the age of twenty-four, and called her St.
Theresa of the Little Flower and the Child Jesus. Shortly
before she dled, a change had come over her shy nature. She
uttered stra<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>