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ABSTRACT

THE NIGER-NIGERIA BORDERLANDS :
A POLITICO-GEOGRAPHICAL ANALYSIS OF
BOUNDARY INFLUENCE UPON THE HAUSA

By

Derrick James Thom

There have been few case studies of boundaries in Africa and
virtually none dealing with the impact of a superimposed boundary upon
the spatial organization of an indigenous population. The thesis, a
study in Political Geography, considers the problem of the influence
of the Niger-Nigeria boundary upon the Hausa population inhabiting the
borderland region where the indigenous peoples have apparently been
divided by the imposed territorial framework.

The work is divided into seven chapters. Chapter One presents
a brief introduction to boundary studies in political geography and a
survey of boundary definition in Africa. The second chapter is largely
theoretical and proposes a paradigm for the analysis of superimposed
and colonial boundaries. This paradigm demonstrates a time-space
relationship. By proceeding through time the political processes
operating during a specific time period produce certain spatial patterns.
Three time periods are recognized: the pre-colonial period, when
traditional patterns were prevalent; the colonial period, when imposed
patterns were introduced; and the post-colonial period, when contemporary

patterns emerged. By analyzing the evolution of patterns through time
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the ad justment to boundary imposition can be determined. Adjustment to

the introduction of a European boundary produced a spatial reorganization
of population and settlement patterns and brought about the emergence of

new patterns of movement and circulation.

Chapter Three is largely factual and delimits the area of the

borderlands under consideration. This chapter also discusses the

physical geography of the borderlands and sets the stage for the study

of man's activities within the area.

The remaining chapters are devoted to the application of the

conceptual framework proposed in Chapter Two, to the Niger-Nigeria

borderlands. Chapter Four deals with the historical background and

reconstructs the pre-colonial traditional patterns. Special attention

is focused upon the distribution of Hausa groups, the political areal

functional organization, and the traditional patterns of trade and

circulation. It was discovered from this analysis that as a result of

inter-State wars a depopulated frontier of separation between opposing

States was created. This frontier of separation later played a signi-

ficant role in the final boundary negotiations between Britain and France
at the beginning of the 20th Century.

The fifth chapter is devoted to the events leading to European
domination of the borderlands, an analysis of the evolution of the

boundary, and an analysis of the resulting spatial reorganization

necessitated by boundary imposition. Following 16 years of boundary

negotiation between Britain and France, during which time three boundaries
were defined and delimited, the Niger-Nigeria boundary evolved from a

straight line geometric boundary to an anthropogeographic boundary which -

took into consideration the cultural landscape. The boundary finally
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agreed upon followed the frontier of separation and was in fact an

antecedent rather than a superimposed boundary.

The result of European expansion into Hausaland modified the

traditional patterns and produced imposed patterns that necessitated a

spatial reorganization. This spatial reorganization is discussed in

terms of population migration, settlement, political areal functional

organization, circulation and trade. From this analysis it was

concluded that the present-day appearance of boundary superimposition

is the result of population migration following the demarcation of the

boundary. Traditional external trade was reoriented to the south and

the trans-Saharan trade declined. By contrast the establishment of new

border markets produced patterns of local trade that had not existed

prior to the demarcation of the boundary.

Chapter Six focuses upon the contemporary patterns within the

Maradi-Zinder-Katsina region. The present-day cross-boundary movement

of population and vehicles reveals that the patterns established during

the colonial period have intensified and become more firmly entrenched

in the cultural landscape. The problems of Niger as a landlocked State

are also analyzed in this chapter. The final chapter briefly summarizes

the findings and conclusions of the research undertaken.

The Niger-Nigeria boundary has been established for over 60 years

and has produced no conflict. It is a boundary that can be considered

*stable'" as a result of its historical antecedents.[The freedom of
movement at the local level has meant that the boundary has not

functioned as a barrier.\l The stability of the borderlands, however,

is tied to the maintenance of the status quo. Any attempt to inhibit

local commercial activity will in all probability create considerable
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Derrick James Thom
dislocation within the Niger borderlands and a loss of revenue to the
Nigerian borderlands. The migration of population from Niger during
the colonial period has produced a fairly homogenous population within
the borderlands. Family ties across the boundary still remain strong

and any major attempt to inhibit the freedom of movement could only

have serious repercussions.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCT ION

An active interest in boundary studies has been shown by jurists,
members of the military and statesmen, as well as by geographers,
historians and political scientists. For the lawyer a boundary marks
the limit of a judicial system, while for the soldier it is the ultimate
line of military defense, and for the politician it represents the limit
of national administration.1 Research in this area by geographers,
historians and political scientists has generally been either
theoretical or particularistic. Such contributions have aided in
understanding more fully the nature and functions of political
boundaries in practice.2

Boundary studies have long been a feature of research in
political geography, but while geographers have studied boundaries
their approach has been quite general, emphasizing the morphological
and empirical rather than the genetic and the functional. Some studies
do, however, exist which deal with the genetic and functional charac-

teristics of boundaries. L8sch, for example, analyzed the influence

Iror a review of the contributions made to the study of boundary
problems see: J. R. V. Prescott, The Geography of Frontiers and
Boundaries (Chicago: Aldine Publishing Co., 1965).

2One practical study undertaken by a geographer that has been
widely used in the search for solutions to the wide variety of boundary
problems which exist is: Stephen B. Jones, Boundary Making: A Handbook
for Statesmen, Treaty Editors and Boundary Commissioners (Washington, D.C.:
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 1945).

1
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2

of international boundaries on the flow of commodities.3 In another
study, J. Ross MacKay measured the barrier effect of international
and internal boundaries of human interaction in eastern Canada.4 Such

studies as these, however, have been the exception rather than the rule.

Background

Boundaries have a variety of functions, some obvious, others
hidden and indirect; and a number of approaches have been employed by
geographers to identify and categorize their effects. Studies of
boundaries initially were greatly influenced by the school of natural
law and its adversaries. Curzon,5 Holdich,6 and Fawcett,/ among others,
express the general attitudes of their generation on the nature and
function of boundaries. ''Good" boundaries were those that acted as
barriers against foreign invasion; thus ''natural’ or physiographic
boundaries were deemed the most desirable. In opposition to these
ideas were those of Lyde, who viewed boundaries as salutary zones of
contact, where people met and mingled.8 This debate, with its rather

subjective foundations, permeated boundary studies until the 1930's

3August Losch, The Economics of Location (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1954).

43. Ross MacKay, ''The Interactance Hypothesis and Boundaries
in Canada,'" Canadian Geographer, 11 (1958), p. 1-8.

SLord Curzon of Keddleston, Frontiers, The Roman Lectures,
Oxford, 1907.

6r. H. Holdich, Political Frontiers and Boundary Making,
(London, 1916).

7c. B. Fawcett, Frontiers. A Study in Political Geography,
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1918).

8. w. Lyde, Some Frontiers of Tomorrow: An Aspiration for
Europe (London: A and C Black, 1915).
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and unquestionably oversimplified and restricted the development of
a methodology.

Attempts by geographers to classify boundaries resulted in a
morphological and a genetic approach. An ordering based on morpholo-

gical criteria produced such groups as physiographic boundaries

(i.e., a boundary following mountains, rivers, deserts, etc.),

anthropogeographic boundaries (i.e., a boundary following ethnic,

linguistic or religious lines), and geometric boundaries (i.e., straight

line or arcuate boundaries). In 1936, Hartshorne proposed a genetic
approach, based upon the degree of development of the cultural landscape

at the time the boundary was established.? Thus, an antecedent boundary

is a boundary that has preceded the development of most of the features

of the cultural landscape; whereas a subsequent boundary is established

following the occupation and settlement of a region. A superimposed

boundary is one imposed upon an existing cultural landscape, and a

relic boundary is one that no longer exists but whose effects can still

be recognized in certain elements of the cultural landscape.

In 1945, Stephen B. Jones published a significant work dealing
with the techniques of boundary making.10 This work stressed the
unique character of every boundary and prescribed separate and
individual study for each case. A recent survey of case studies
undertaken shows that these have focused upon the developed world,

almost to the exclusion of the emerging states such as those of

dRichard Hartshorne, "Suggestions on the Terminology of
Political Boundaries,'" Abstract, Annals, Association of American
Geographers, Vol. 26 (March, 1936), p. 56.

10

Jones, op. cit.
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Africa.ll The lack of work done on political boundaries in the
"underdeveloped" world is also noted by Jones who makes an appeal to

political geographers to do field work in these areas.12

African Boundaries

The present boundaries of Africa are almost entirely the product
of European spheres of influence and administration. Prior to European
intrusion an area framework was developing in Africa among the indigenous
populations. African tribes and empires were not politically unsophis-
ticated. While much of the tribal territories were unoccupied the
frontiers of territories were guarded against intrusion; thus these
territories were defined and recognized by the indigenes, if not by the
Europeans. The impact of the European and the European boundary
framework often ran counter to what was developing indigenously, thereby
causing friction and opposition. At the time the European powers

divided Africa little attention was paid to tribal frontiers. 13

1lyylian v. Minghi, '"Boundary Studies in Political Geography,"
Annals, Association of American Geographers, Vol. 53 (1963), pp. 407-428.

The cases undertaken have been classified into one of the
following categories:

(a) Studies of disputed areas.

(b) Studies of the effect of boundary change.

(c) Studies of the evolution of boundaries.

(d) Studies of boundary delimitation and demarcation.

(e) Studies of exclaves and tiny states.

(f) Studies of off-shore boundaries

(g) Studies of boundaries in disputes over natural resources.

(h) Studies of internal boundaries.

12Stephen B. Jones, '"'Boundary Concepts in the Setting of Place
and Time,' Annals, Association of American Geographers Vol. 49
(Sept. 1959), p. 243.

13Political geographers have attempted to distinguish between
frontiers and boundaries. While in the past these words have been used
synonomously, they now have taken on a more precise and different
meaning. The boundary represents '"a line or rather a vertical plane
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Because of the desire for prestige and power, through the effort of
patriotic individuals and most certainly through the lack of geographic
knowledge, boundaries between European spheres of influence were defined
and delimited as geometric, or elsewhere, following known physiographic
lines. Only in rare instances were ethnic transition zones adopted as
boundaries by the European powers in delimiting their colonial acquisitions.
The physical environment of Africa is not conducive to establishing
physiographic boundaries since there are few linear mountain ranges.
However, other physical features such as rivers and drainage area
divides have been adopted. Streams and rivers were commonly used as
colonial dividing lines. For instance;, the Senegal River forms the
boundary between Senegal and Mauritania, and the Zambezi River forms
the boundary between Rhodesia and Zambia. Other rivers such as the
Ruvuma, Cunene, Orange and Congo have been used, in part, as boundaries.
The adoption of rivers as boundaries create many problems, among which
is the regulation of navigation, irrigation, fisheries, dams, power,
and water pollution. The desire on the part of European powers to
extend their African territories to acquire access to a river has
produced a number of States with proruptions and peculiar shapes.
The most noted example is the Caprivi Strip proruption of South West
Africa where Germany demanded access to the Zambezi River.l4 The
southward extension of Malawi is the result of the British claims to

territory along the lower reaches of the Shire River in order to have

that cuts through the air-space, soil and subsoil of adjacent states.,'
A frontier, however, is a zone with spatial characteristics extending
horizontally. See Harm J. deBlij, Systematic Political Geography (New
York: John Wiley and Sons, 1967). Also L.K.D. Kristoff, '"The Nature

of Frontiers and Boundaries,'" Annals, Association of American Geographers,
Vol. 49 (1959), p. 269.

144eB11j, 1967 Ibid., p. 362.
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access to the Zambezi River.15 Where drainage area divides have been
adopted, difficulties have been created in some areas where the divide

is located in a region of low relief, as for example, the boundary
between the Central African Republic and the Sudan which is based
primarily on the divide between the Congo (Ubangi) and Nile river systems.

A geometric boundary is another type of boundary that has been
extensively adopted in Africa. Many of these boundaries pass through
uninhabited areas, such as deserts and lakes, as in the straight line
boundary between Niger and Algeria located in the Sahara. Occasionally
a geometric boundary passes through a populated area such as the
boundary between Togo and Dahomey. The apparent disregard for tribal
frontiers and boundaries is well illustrated in Figure 1, which shows
boundaries cutting through major ethnic groups of Nigeria.

The imposition by Europeans of a territorial framework upon
established patterns of occupation, whether sedentary or shifting,
created in certain instances cultural dislocation and social change.
With this imposition a new pattern of life was etched on the landscape
and with the passing of time the boundaries have entrenched themselves
deeply into the cultural landscape. Because political boundaries were
imposed upon existing patterns of occupation spatial reorganization
occurred.

Experience and education under the colonial powers prepared the
territories, to varying degrees, for a different kind of independence
from that which existed prior to the European invasion. The rapid

change from colonial status to independence over the last decade has

L5pobert D. Hodgson and E. A. Stoneman, The Changing Map of
Africa (Princeton: Van Nostrand, 1964), p. 68.
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reshaped the political map of Africa. Boundaries established and held
in place by the European powers have attained a permanence that has
persisted even after the expulsion of the colonial powers. Thus,

the area framework imposed upon the indigenous tribal societies has
changed very little since the advent of independence.16

The dynamic nature of Africa's political climate has produced

a set of entirely new circumstances among which is the introduction of
new stresses on the familiar boundary framework of the continent.
Intense nationalism leads to a jealous guarding of national territories.
The potential for boundary friction and disputes will increase as some
of the new nations attempt to demarcate their boundaries. Landlocked
States desiring an access to the sea will possibly create considerable
stress upon the present boundary framework.

Present-day Africa is in some respects analogous to Latin
America shortly after 1820. Colonial domination in Latin America
created administrative units that were ill-defined; some were land-
locked. The consolidation of national territories, and the search for
secure access to the oceans led to struggles over frontier areas and
intermittent armed hostilities. Friction between Brazil and Argentine

over the La Plata region spawned Uruguay and Paraguay as buffer States.

16In only a few instances has there been a transfer of territory
and redrawing of political boundaries. British Togoland and the southern
part of the British Cameroons, by plebiscite voted to join Ghana and
Cameroun, respectively. The British-Italian Somaliland union and the
Tanganyika-Zanzibar union are two other cases. With these few exceptions
all the emerging States of Africa bear the imprint of their colonial
status in their size, shape, and political institutions. Attempts to
establish new nations by fragmenting the colonial framework have been
met with armed resistance and civil war; for example, the ill-fated
Biafra that attempted to secede from Nigeria.
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Imprecise definition or contradictory definition between Chile and
Argentine produced wars that lasted into the 20th Century.17 Friction
between Chile and Bolivia throughout the 19th Century was in part
attributed to the loss of Bolivia's access to the Pacific.

Certainly Africa has the potential for boundary conflicts and
disputes. No other continent has a greater number of landlocked States.
Before independence disputes arose between Northern Rhodesia and the
Belgian Congo over the nature of boundary definition through mineral
rich areas in the Katanga region. Since independence some boundary
disputes have intensified to the point where open conflict occurs; for
example the Somali-Kenya boundary dispute presently being negotiated
has created a depopulated borderland due to the armed hostilities.

While it is impossible to predict accurately Africa's future, the

analogy with Latin America is striking. However there are some important

differences. Latin America had been under European control for a

period of almost three centuries and the boundaries resulted from the

fragmentation of the Vice-Royalties, the main colonial administrative

units. The result of three centuries of European occupation drastically
-

changed the ethnic make-up of Latin America such that the indigenous

population in most States form a minority group. These conditions do

not prevail in Africa, for no State has a European or mixed majority.

A period of approximately 60 years colonial domination has not diminished

significantly the indigenous tribal affiliations and loyalties. Finally

the situation in Africa is further aggravated by international

boundaries dividing indigenous groups, thereby creating a threat of

irredentism--a threat that was largely absent in Latin America.

17a. R. Hinks, '""Notes on the Techniques of Boundary Delimitation,"
Geographical Journal, Vol. 58, pp. 417-43.

\,
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10
The nature of the borderlands is one of many variables to be
considered in determining whether the existing area framework will
persist or whether new boundaries will be prescribed. Since the
boundary located within the borderlands is theoretically the point of
contact between differing judicial, economic and social systems, an
analysis of the spatial interaction within the borderlands will reveal

the stability of the boundary.
STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Although the peoples of Africa speak hundreds of languages and
language is one of the keystones of national existence, there are some
languages of regional significance in Africa which have historical and
national strength. One of these is Swahili that is important in East
Africa, another is Hausa in West Africa. Hausa is one of the major
languages of West Africa and is classified as a member of the Chadic
group of the Afro-Asiatic family of 1anguages.18 The majority of
Hausa speaking peoples (numbering over six million) reside in Northern
Nigeria and southern Niger. (See Figure 1.) The Hausa peoples are not
a homogenous ethnic group but rather a diverse population united only
in a common 1anguage.19 In the past the Hausa exerted considerable
influence over much of West Africa as itinerant traders and merchants.
This influence is reflected in the fact that the Hausa language is often

regarded as a lingua franca of the Sudan region of West Africa and is

spoken as a second language by as many as ten million people.

183, n. Greenberg, The Languages of Africa (Bloomington: S
Indiana University, 1963).

19, 3. Hogben and A. H. M. Kirk-Greene, The Emirates of
Northern Nigeria (London: Oxford University Press, 1966), p. 82.
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The core area of the Hausa speaking peoples is made up of the
seven Emirates of Northern Nigeria.20 While these States frequently
warred with one another, even after the Fulani conquest in the early
19th Century, there were established patterns of trade that had
developed. The Hausa States gained early prominence due to their
advantageous location at the terminus of the trans-Saharan trade route
that flourished in the pre-European era. The result of European
intrusion, colonial rule and differential modernization has diminished
the influence of the Hausa and apparently divided them.

The focus of this study is upon the Niger-Nigeria borderlands
and the effect that the boundary has had upon the spatial organization
of the Hausa., It is the purpose of this study to develop a paradigm
for the analysis of superimposed and colonial boundaries and the effect
they have had upon the indigenous populations. Utilizing the suggested

paradigm a study of the Niger-Nigeria borderlands is undertaken.
METHOD OF APPROACH

Boundary studies presently available reveal a limited methodo-
logical orientation, and a methodology of boundary research cannot be
said to exist as such. All of the methods of data acquisition hither
to developed have been used; the research commenced with a period of
intensive library research. This research for primary data was

conducted first in the Public Records Office, Commonwealth Library,

20The seven original Emirates of Northern Nigeria (or Hausa
Bakwai) are the Emirates of Daura, Katsina, Gobir, Kano, Rano and
Zaria, There is some conjecture about the seventh Emirate, however,
the Emirate of Biram is most frequently referred to as one of the
original Hausa States. Ibid.
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Foreign Office Library and the British Museum in London, England.
In Paris, France, the following repositggies were visited: The
Bibliotheque Nationale, Biblioth&que Africaine et Malagache, Ministere
des Affaires Etrangéres-Service des Archives et de la Documentation,
Ministére de la France D'Outre Mer, and the Ministere de la Co-operationm.
In Dakar, Senegal, data were gathered at the Archives Nationales,
and also the National Archives in Ibadan and Kaduna, Nigeria, were
researched. Finally, the Centre d'Etudes Nigerienne in Niamey, Niger,
was visited.

Field research for the study was limited primarily to the
international boundary bordering Katsina Province, Nigeria. The
techniques used included direct observation, interviewing and surveys.
In addition large-scale maps were used to record present-day patterns
of trade and migration, the involvement of cross-boundary villages and
towns in the system of periodic markets, observable traffic goods flow
across the border and other features of the boundary region. Nigerian
customs records showing the movement of traffic were also used to

determine the magnitude and reasons for cross-boundary movement.

Organization of the Study

The primary objective of this thesis is an analysis of the
Niger-Nigeria borderlands and the influence the boundary has had upon
the indigenous population within the frontier zone. The study is
divided into seven chapters. The first chapter is a brief introduction
to boundary studies in political geography, a summary statement on
African boundaries and the statement of problem. Chapter Two will
introduce a model for the analysis of colonial and superimposed

boundaries. The third chapter will focus on an introduction to the
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13
Niger-Nigeria borderlands and will delimit the area under consideration.
This chapter will include a discussion of the physical geography of the
borderlands and will set the stage for a study of man's activities within
the area. Chapter Four will deal with the historical background and
reconstruct the pre-colonial traditional patterns. Special emphasis will
be focused upon the distribution of ethnic groups, the political areal
functional organization and the traditional patterns of trade and
circulation. Chapter Five will deal with the events leading to the
European domination of the borderlands. An analysis of the evolution
of the boundary will be made in order to assess the nature of the
boundary and degree of stress upon the borderland inhabitants. The
resulting spatial reorganization caused by the boundary and differing
colonial administrations will be discussed in terms of population
migration, settlement patferns, circulation and trade. The sixth
chapter will focus upon the contemporary patterns within the Maradi-
Zinder-Katsina region. The cross-boundary movement of population and
vehicles will be surveyed and interpreted. The problem of access to the
ocean in relationship to Niger will also be discussed in this chapter.

Finally, Chapter Seven summarizes the findings and conclusions of the

research undertaken.
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CHAPTER II

A PARADIGM FOR THE ANALYSIS

OF SUPERIMPOSED BOUNDARIES

INTRODUCTION

A general lack of theory in boundary studies exists. Theories
that do exist apply principally to the industrially developed areas
of the world where most case studies have been done. It is not at
all certain that the existing stresses or the solutions to boundary
problems in the developed world are relevant in the developing world.
A theoretical framework is needed for the study of nations in the
"underdeveloped" world where boundaries have been superimposed or are
the product of outside influences. What is undertaken in this study
is the development of a paradigm for the analysis of superimposed
boundaries, a paradigm that takes into consideration variables
peculiar to former colonial countries where the European concepts of
territoriality have been imposed upon alien indigenous populations.

The suggested paradigm demonstrates a time-space relationship.
By proceeding through time the political processes at play during a
specific period produce certain spatial patterns. Three time periods
are recognized: the traditional or pre-colonial period, the period of
colonial domination, and the post-colonial period. Colonial policies
and boundary imposition created conflicts involving social change and

cultural dislocation{f The resolution of such conflicts lay in a spatial

14
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reorganization producing new patterns of circulation, political
organization and economic ties. Since the post-colonial period began the
nations have been faced with internal problems.1 Once internal problems
are resolved attention might possibly be turned to the Borderlands

where boundary redemarcation will be undertaken with the potentiality

for boundary disputes.
PRE-COLONIAL PERIOD: TRADITIONAL PATTERNS

In order to determine the influence of a superimposed boundary
upon an indigenous population it is necessary to reconstruct the
pre-existing patterns. The traditional patterns are viewed as a
product of the unit of organization (i.e., the social, political and
economic structure of the traditional society) and the pattern of

circulation (i.e., the flow of goods, people, ideas and their spatial

interaction).

Pre-Colonial Period
Traditional Patterns)

Unit of Patterns of
Organization Circulation

Figure 2

PRE ~COLONIAL PATTERNS

1"l‘he problem of redrawing internal boundaries has in some
instances proven to be a much greater threat to peace and stability
than the problem of intermational boundaries. Nigeria's search for a
more equitable solution to its problems of unification resulted in the
redrawing of its internal boundaries. The dividing of the Eastern
region into three states in effect precipitated Nigeria's civil war.
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Unit of Organization

Boundaries in the European concept of territoriality represent
the outer limits of a State's sovereignty.2 Yet frequently the European
concept of territoriality was in conflict with traditional ideas of the
indigenous cultures where the European had intruded. 1In many cases
traditional societies did not establish precise boundaries. In fact,
the demarcation of exact boundaries, with a few exceptions, is a
European phenomenon and was not possible until the sciences of geodosey,
surveying and cartography had developed sufficiently to demarcate such
boundaries on the landscape. For boundaries to be precisely fixed,
the adjacent countries were technically limiting the extent of their
sovereignty and reciprocally agreed to the recognition of the other
country's authority within the limits of their defined territory.

In the European concept of territoriality, the territory is a well
defined area of the earth's surface with specific boundaries.

While all groups of people recognize a portion of the earth's
surface as belonging to their particular group and consequently guard
it against trespassing, not all territory is so well defined and
demarcated as it is in the European sphere.3 The most common form of
territorial expression has been where the two opposing groups or
States have been separated by a zone or frontier. This form was quite

common in Africa and with the spread of colonialism these indigenous

2). o. Cukwurah, The Settlement of Boundary Disputes in
International Law (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1967).

3For discussion on the territorial imperative see Robert Ardrey,
The Territorial Imperative (New York: Dell Publishing Co., 1966).




iEve Vay to ¢

the territ

& 20 20mes of ¢

¢ —
2 ol wvernmens,

3t areas, funge

el povers g

L€ 0iten gag

&d {ntacy a

:! HLO ] :
SARisnia-

i,

53

- ;f "indirect




17
frontiers gave way to colonial boundaries.

Within the territory, whether bounded by precisely determined
boundaries or zones of separation, each society carries out the
functions of government. The study of traditional political activities
in terms of areas, functions and organizations,4 becomes important in
the determination of the influence of colonial boundaries upon
traditional political organization within borderland areas. Depending
upon the size of the territory there is usually a hierarchy of political
organizations which has jurisdiction over certain areas of the territory
and delegated powers from the central government.

Quite often the traditional political areal functional organiza-
tion remained intact and was adopted by the colonial power to control
colonial acquisitions. Such was the case in Northern Nigeria with the
adoption of "indirect rule'" by the British. Even the French adopted a
similar policy in southern Niger although the impress of colonial
authority was more clearly evident in French territories.

The economic organization of the traditional society is also a
vital part of the unit of organization. How the society is organized
in terms of land, labor and production are important considerations in
determining the effects of a superimposed boundary upon the economic
life of the borderland inhabitants. Discussion of such economic
activities leads to a consideration of traditional markets and trade,

which are variables of significance in the patterns of circulation.

4Robert H. Brown, Political Areal Functional Organization
(Chicago: Department of Geography, University of Chicago, 1957),
Research Paper #51, p. 1.
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Patterns of Circulation

The movement of people and goods within the traditional unit
of organization must be considered since the imposition of a boundary
can quite often hig@er this movement. The movement of people can be
viewed in terms of voluntary or forced movement. Voluntary movement
is the movement of people engaged in economic activity either locally
or extraterritorially, or perhaps the migration of indigenous nomadic
groups. Forced movement of people is the captivity and relocation of
populations through slave-raiding. Since slavery was an important
institution in many societies, the expansion of colonial rule brought
a Ef}t to this activity and quite often had serious repercussions.

The construction of trade patterns and the goods exchanged must
be attempted in order to ascertain how colonial boundaries and colonial
domination interrupted these patterns, if at all. There is an inter-
dependence between the unit of organization and the patterns of
circulation. The unit of organization, through the political and
economic functions, influences the patterns of circulation. Likewise

the patterns of circulation or movement can have an influence upon

the unit of organization.5 Since very few, if any, societies are

5The concept of circulation or the movement factor in relationship
to its influence upon the political partitioning of the world was first
suggested by Jean Gottman. The French world circulation involves much
more than the simple movement of goods and people but also the movement
over space of ideas, innovations, capital, messages, etc., that can
bring about either change or stability within the State. See Jean
Gottman, La Politique des Etats et Leur Geographie (Paris: Armand
Colin, 1952), Chapter 8.

See also Jean Gottman, 'Political Partitioning of Our World:

An Attempt at Analysis,'" World Politics, Vol. IV (1952), pp. 512-519.

In another work that sought to establish a systematic basis for
political geography, Stephen B. Jones identified movement as one of the
key factors in any political decision. See Stephen B. Jones, "A Unified
Field Theory of Political Geography,' Annals, Association of American
Geographers, Vol. XLIV (1954), pp. 111-123.
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completely isolated, culture contacts can produce changes in the unit

of organization.
COLONIAL PERIOD: IMPOSED PATTERNS

The establishment of the traditional spatial patterns was the
result of the gradual evolution over centuries of time. As already
mentioned, precise boundaries were not the most common form of ter-
ritorial demarcations. Instead, traditional units of organization
were most frequently separated by indigenous frontiers. The arrival
of the European with his concepts of territoriality and the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>